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PREFACE. 


We  have  very  little  to  observe  in  the  way  of  Preface 
to  the  volume  of  the  Annual  Register  which  we  here 
present  to  the  Public.  As  compared  with  those  im¬ 
mediately  preceding,  the  year  1810,,  was  perhaps  less 
than  usually  marked  by  circumstances  of  extraordinary 
vicissitude  and  change.  One  dreary  and  uniform  des¬ 
potism  prevailed  over  the  Continent,  unvaried  in  its 
character  and,  with  a  single  exception,  unresisted  in 
its  oppression.  Under  the  benumbing  and  darkening 
influence  of  this  yoke,  the  history  of  the  greater  por¬ 
tion  of  Europe  is  confined  to  the  official  pages  of  the 
Moniteur  ;  and  the  annalist  has  little  other  labour  than 
to  register  the  successive  edicts  by  which  the  usurper 
sought  to  consolidate  or  methodize  the  dominion  1 
which  he  exercised  over  mankind.  Even  the  final 
reunion  of  Holland,  the  Hans  Towns,  and  the  Papal 
territory  as  integral  portions  of  the  French  empire, 
excite  little  other  interest  than  that  attaching  to  any 
ordinary  act  of  domestic  regulation.  In  the  case  of 
the  Dutch,  indeed,  our  feelings  are  naturally  awakened 
in  sympathy  with  the  sufferings  of  a  gallant  people, 
from  whom  is  wrenched  even  the  name,  which  their 
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industry  and  enterprize  have  rendered  so  memorable ; 
but  as  a  political  event  the  change  was  unimportant  ; 
it  mattered  little  under  what  distinction  of  nomencla¬ 
ture  Napoleon  arrayed  against  us  the  vassal  provinces 
of  his  empire.  Perhaps,  indeed,  we  might  reason¬ 
ably  prefer  that  arrangement,  which  by  destroying  the 
last  illusion  of  national  independence,  and  wounding 
the  single  feeling  which  his  tyranny  had  hitherto  re¬ 
spected,  left  nothing  wanting  for  the  consummation 
of  that  hatred  of  his  sway  which  might  one  day  the  most 
effectually  co-operate  in  its  subversion. 

The  voice  of  resistance  was  yet  heard  in  Spain,, 
and  seemed  the  louder  from  the  stillness  which  pre¬ 
vailed  elsewhere.  The  heroism  and  devotedness  evinced 
by  the  people  of  that  country  had  awakened  so  power¬ 
ful  a  sympathy  in  the  English  nation  that  we  would 
not  allow  any  reverse  of  fortune  to  chill  our  hopes 
of  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  cause.  It  must  be  con¬ 
fessed,  however,  that,  viewed  dispassionately,  and  with 
reference  to  the  ordinary  data  of  political  reasoning,  there 
seemed  but  too  much  ground  to  dread  that  the  prolonga¬ 
tion  of  the  contest,  however  it  might  annoy  the  enemy, 
would  tend  but  little  to  affect  the  substantial  basis  of  his 
power. 

But  whatever  might  be  the  tendency  of  our  specula¬ 
tions  in  this  respect,  there  could  be  but  one  feeling 
of  triumph  and  exultation  on  the  result  of  the  opera¬ 
tions  in  Portugal.  The  conduct  of  the  English  general 
in  that  campaign  had,  at  every  step  in  its  progress, 
been  the  subject  of  unrestrained  invective  and  sarcasm 
on  the  part  both  of  the  French  official  journals,  and 
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of  the  disaffected  and  opposition  press  at  home.  The 
complete  defeat  of  the  anticipations  of  these  ill  omened 
vaticinators  was  hardly  less  gratifying  than  the  consi¬ 
deration  of  the  important  national  advantages  derivable 
from  the  triumph  of  our  arms. 

Of  French  history  the  most  striking  event  is  the 
marriage  of  Napoleon  with  the  Archduchess  Maria 
Louisa.  The  fortunes  of  this  extraordinary  being 
seemed  now  to  have  reached  their  consummation.  A 
sublieutenant  of  artillery  had  fought  his  way  to  the 
empire  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  civilized  world,  and 
had  now  in  some  sort  legitimized  his  rank  by  an  alliance 
with  the  first  of  the  reigning  families  of  Europe.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  our  feelings  respecting  the  means  by  which 
Buonaparte  obtained,  or  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
exercised  his  power,  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  the 
history  of  mankind  presents  nothing  comparable  to  the 
progress  of  his  career. 

Our  domestic  history  for  the  greater  portion  of  the 
present  year  contains  nothing  of  peculiar  importance. 
The  discussions  in  parliament  were  for  the  most  part 
less  interesting  than  those  which  engaged  its  attention 
in  the  preceding*  session.  On  the  Walcheren  expedi¬ 
tion  the  debates  were  drawn  out  to  such  a  length  as  alto¬ 
gether  to  fatigue  the  attention  and  interest  of  the  public; 
and  the  episode  of  Sir  Francis  Burdetts  committal  to 
the  Tower,  occurred  not  less  opportunely  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  ministers,  than  agreeably  for  the  relief  of  that 
portion  of  the  lounging  public,  if  we  may  be  allowed 
the  expression,  who  in  the  part  which  they  take  in 
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than  their  own  amusement.  We  have  been  compelled 
to  give  the  discussions  on  the  Walcheren  inquiry  at  con¬ 
siderable  length.  The  reader  who  shall  examine  them 
will  we  think  feel  some  surprize,,  that  in  a  matter,  the 
prirna  facie  presumptions  connected  with  which  seem 
to  be  so  strongly  and  uniformly  adverse  to  them,  the 
ministers  should  have  been  able  to  make  out  so  strong 
a  case  as  they  will  be  found  to  have  done  in  their  vindi¬ 
cation. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  a  great  event  occurred. 
The  return  of  the  malady  of  our  venerable  sovereign, 
suspended  for  a  time  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  a 
great  member  of  our  constitution,  and  devolved  upon 
the  other  branches  of  our  legislature  the  arduous  duty 
of  supplying  the  deficiency  thus  unhappily  occasioned. 
The  discussions  which  took  place  in  consequence,  in¬ 
volve  the  consideration  of  some  of  the  most  essential 
principles  of  our  government.  A  portion  of  these 
belong  more  properly  to  the  next  than  to  the  present 
year :  but  for  the  sake  of  connexion  we  have  preferred 
to  give  in  one  body,  the  whole  of  the  parliamentary 
proceedings  up  to  the  passing  of  the  Regency  Bill. 

The  Volume  for  1811  is  preparing  for  Publication. 
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fT  would  he  difficult  to  point 
out  in  the  whole  range  of 
n'odern  hiftory,  a  period  of  deeper 
8loom  than  that  which  prevail- 
ed  during  the  prefent  year,  and 
the  one  immediately  following. 
The  dominion  which  the  for¬ 
tune  or  genius  of  Buonaparte 
had  extended  over  the  greater 
part  of  Europe,  appeared  to  be 
fixed  upon  foundations  fo  liable 
and  immoveable  as  to  render  def- 
perate  all  further  attempts  by  open 
hoftility  to  (hake  it.  France, 
Italy,  and  the  Netherlands,  by  far 
the  rieheft  and  mob  populous  por¬ 
tion  of  the  continent,  were  di redly 
and  formally  fubje&ed  to  his  fway. 
His  authority  in  Germany,  though 
lefs  immediate,  was  almcli  equally 
effectual.  Of  the  two  great 
powers  which  formerly  divided 
the  political  rule  in  that  country, 
the  one  had  nearly  ceafed  to  fill  a 
'place  among  the  nations  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  The  fairefl  provinces  of 
her  territory  had  been  difmem- 
bered  ;  her  Tea-ports  and  fortreffies 
were  occupied  by  foreign  garrifons, 
and  large  bodies  of  French  troops 
were  encamped  on  her  borders. 
Auftria,  on  the  other  hand,  was  in 
a  manner  difarmed  by  the  lofs  of 
the  whole  of  that  frontier  which, 
whether  by  the  phyfieal  firength 
of  the  countries,  or  the  artificial 
difpofition  of  fortreffies,  had  co¬ 
vered  her  interior  from  invafion  ; 
and  her  moral  fpirit,.  even  more 
than  her  natural  means  of  refin¬ 
ance  had  been  broken  by  the  un¬ 
varied  and  complete  difcomfiture 
of  her  arms  in  all  the  fucceffive 
contefts  which  fne  had  hazarded 
with  France.  The  reft  of  Ger¬ 
many  might  be  faid  to  form  fpeci- 
fically  part  of  what  was  called  the 
great  empire,  and  in  truth  fuch 


was  the  fubjeCtion  of  the  vaffial 
princes  that  compofed  the  Rhenifh 
federation,  that  Buonaparte  as 
fu-rely  and  as  regularly  relied  upon 
their  refources  for  the  furtherance 
of  his  defigns,  as  upon  thofe  of 
any  other  portion  of  his  domi¬ 
nions.  Of  all  the  continental 
powers,  Ruflia  alone  had  maintain¬ 
ed  the  integrity  of  her  dominions. 
She  had -even  by  her  connection 
with  France  obtained  a  confider- 
able  acceflion  of  territory.  But 
cooler  fpeculators  faw  in  Napoleon’s 
prefent  forbearance  towards  that 
power,  the  politic  expectation  of 
the  moment  in  which  he  might 
the  more  furely  be  able  to  effect 
her  deftruction  ;  when  the  fubju- 
gation  of  the  intermediate  king¬ 
doms  of  the  continent  would  at 
the  fame  time  afford  increafed 
means  of  attack  and  liberate  him 
from  ail  anxiety  reflecting  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  rear.  The  conqueft 
of  Finland  and  Moldavia,  and  the 
portion  fhe  had  acquired  of  Polifh 
Pruffia,  inftead  of  acceffions  of 
firength,  were  only  pledges  of  the 
eventual  hollility  of  the  neigh¬ 
bours  fhe  had  defpoiled,  and  who 
might  otherwife,  under  a  fenfe  of 
common  danger,  have  proved  the 
moll  efficient  allies  in  the  hour  of 
her  diftrefs.  By  thus  lharing  in 
the  fpoil,  and  becoming  acceffary 
to  the  robberies  of  the  tyrant,  fhe 
loft  that  eftimation  among  the 
nations  which  it  might  be  difficult 
to  reftore,  when  a  return  to  a  fenfe 
of  Iter  own  intereft  and  dignity 
mioht  induce  her  to  feek  the  re- 

O 

newal  of  her  connection  with  the 
friends  of  independence  throughout 
Europe.  The  hopes  which  thefe 
might  otherwife  have  repofed  in 
her  exertions  were  further  dimi. 
nifhed,  when  they  faw  her  in  the 
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meanwhile  madly  confuming  in  a 
wearying  and  wafteful  war  with 
Turkey,  thole  refources  which  it 
imperatively  behoved  her  by  every 
means  in  her  power  to  cultivate 
and  concentre  againft  the  inevit¬ 
able  day  when  fne  would  have  to 
contend  for  her  own  life  and  ho¬ 
nour. 

Thofe,  indeed,  who  were  beft 
acquainted  with  the  national  re¬ 
fources  of  Ruffia,  had  no  fear  that 
Napoleon  would  ever  be  able  to 
reduce  that  power  by  war  to  the 
fituation  to  which  a  campaign  of 
three  months  had  fufficed  to  de¬ 
grade  Auftria  and  Pruffia.  But 
it  was  fcarcely  doubted  but  that 
he  might  fucceed  in  wrenching 
from  her  mofl  of  thofe  acquifitions 
by  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
century,  (he  had  encroached  on 
the  more  civilized  portions  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  the  more  fo,  as  in  thefe  at¬ 
tempts  he  had  every  profpedt  of 
being  affifted  by  the  population  of 
the  refpe&ive  couu tries  in  quef- 
tion.  The  reft  oration  of  Poland 
feemed  therefore  one  of  the  leaft 
difficult  of  thofe  enterprises  which 
he  was'  well  known  to  meditate, 
and  when  accornplifhed  it  promif-* 
ed  to  confummate  his  dominion 
over  every  thing  which  could  be 
called  civilized  in  Europe. 

In  this  fituation  of  things, 
every  hope  of  effecting  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Napoleon’s  power  by  di¬ 
rt  attack  began  to  be  abandon¬ 
ed.  In  England  all  parties  ap¬ 
peared  to  concur  in  this  convic¬ 
tion  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  they 
were  equally  unanimous  in  their 
perfuaft.ort  of  the  impoffibility  of 
concluding  a  peace. .  By  fo  doing, 
indeed,  we  fhould  obvioufty  only 
allow  the  enemy  to  cultivate  his 
naval  and  commercial  refources  at 
leifure,  and  enable  him  to  lighten 


O 

the  burden  of  that  rcEn&ive  fyft, 
tem  which  his  conteEs  with  the 
naval  fuperiority  of  England  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  impofe  upon  the 
people  fubje&ed  to  his  power, 
and  which  by  its  oppreffive  ope¬ 
ration  on  the  continent,  became 
the  beft  pledge  of  its  general  ha¬ 
tred  and  hoftility  to  the  tyrant- 
To  us  the  interval  would  fcarcely 
in  any  way  prove  beneficial. 
Few  commercial  advantages  could 
be  expe&ed  from  the  change* 
We  could  not  but  know  that  our 
trade,  in  peace  as  in  war,  would  be 
an  objeft  of  hatred  to  Napoleon, 
and  his  means  of  annoying  and 
impeding  it  would  hardly  be  lefts 
extenfive  or  lefts  vigoroufiy  ex¬ 
erted  in  the  one  cafe  than  in  the 
other.  As  little  did  there  feem  to 
be  gained  in  an  economical  point 
of  view.  Under  the  prefent  cir-» 
cumftances  of  the  continent,  and 
the  actual  difpofi.ti.on  of  its  ruler, 
it  was  doubtful  whether  any  im¬ 
mediate  reduction  could  be  per¬ 
mitted  in  our  eftablifthmen'ts.  It 
was  felt  therefore  that  peace,  even 
if  attainable,  was  not  to  be  defir- 
ed,  and  it  was  alfo  feen  that  if 
defired  it  could  not  be  attained  ; 
for  Buonaparte  would  not  fo  fat 
bend  his  pride  to  his  policy,  as  to 
abandon  his  miferable  and  inftane 
ufurpation  of  Spain,  and  on  our  fide 
both  honour  and.  intereE  were 
alike  concerned  in  the  fulfilment 
of  the  folemn  engagements  we  had 
made  never  to  defert  the  caufe  of 
that  brave  and  magnanimous  peo¬ 
pl'd. 

The  public  indignation,  it  may 
eaftily  be  fuppofed,  was  flrongly 
excited  by  the  difaErous  event  of 
the  expedition  to  Walcheren,  and 
the  city  of  London,  as  it  has 
commonly  done  of  late  years, 
took  the  lead  in  conveying  the 
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expreffion  of  that  feeling  to  the 
ears  of  the  king.  The  common 
council  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his 
majedy,.  praying  him  to  fet  on 
foot  an  early  and  drift  inquiry  in¬ 
to  the  caufes  of  this  unhappy  fail¬ 
ure.  To  this  the  king  replied* 
that  though  he  regretted  that  a 
part  only  of  the  important  objects 
of  the  expedition  had  been  effect¬ 
ed,  he  did  not  judge  it  neceffary 
to  inditute  any  military  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the  comman¬ 
der,  and  that  it  was  for  the  wif- 
dom  of  his  parliament  to  afk  for 
fuch  information,  and  to  take 
inch  meafures  on  the  fubjeft  as 
they  might  deem  moll  conducive 
to  the  public  good.  An  addrefs 
was  alfo  voted  by  the  livery,  ex- 
prelfed  in  the  violent  and  intem¬ 
perate  language  ufual  with  that 
body  of  the  corporation,  and  the 
lord  mayor  and  fheriffs  engaged 
that  they  would  deliver  it,  if  pof- 
fible,  into  the  king’s  own  hand. 
The  city  remembrancer  accord¬ 
ingly  intimated  at  the  fecretary 
of  date’s  office,  that  it  was  in- 
tended  to  prefent  the  addrefs  on 
the  next  levee  ;  but  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  he  was  informed  that 
it  was  the  king’s  pleafure  that  it 
fhould  be  left  at  the  office  of  the 
fecretary  of  date,  to  be  prefented 
by  him  to  his  majefty,  in  the 
manner  that  was  ufual  with 
all  addreffes,  except  thofe  from 
the  two  uni verfi tics,,  and  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  London.  This  was 
declined  by  the  fheriffs,  who 
requeded  a  private  audience, 
but  the  fecretary  replied  that 
this  could  not  be  granted,  except 
upon  feme  efpecial  and  expreffcd 
reafon,  and  that  in  particular 
no  audience  could  be  allow- 

fi,  .  - 

ed  on  a  fubjecl  qpon  which 


his  majefty  had  already  declared 
his  pleafure.  When  this  was  re¬ 
ported  to  the  livery,  affembled  in 
common  hall,  they  immediately 
paffed  a  feries  of  refolutions,  de¬ 
claring  that  it  was  their  undoubt¬ 
ed  right  to  prefent  their  petition 
to  the  king  fitting  upon  his 
throne,  though  out  of  perfonal 
feeling  they  had  at  the  lad  com¬ 
mon  hall  waved  this  right  ;  that 
the  denial  they  had  received  was 
a  dagrant  violation  of  the  right 
of  petitioning,  and  that  whoever  - 
had  advifed  the  king  not  to  receive 
their  petition,  had  committed  a 
fcandalous  breach  of  their  duty, 
and  abufed  the  confidence  of  their 
fovereign.  It  was  alfo  refolved 
that  the  fheriffs  fhould  forthwith 
wait  upon  the  king,  and  deliver 
into  his  hands  a  copy  of  thefe  re- 
felutions.  Accordingly  the  fhe¬ 
riffs  wrote  to  Mr.  Ryder,  dating 
that  they  fhould  attend  at  the 
next  private  levee  to  prefent  the 
refolutions,  unlefs  his  majedy 
fhould  pleafe  to  affign  feme  other 
time  and  place  for  that  purpofe. 
The  fecretary  replied,  that  he 
had  laid  their  letter  before  the 
king,,  and  had  it  in  command  to 
inform  them  that  his  majedy  had 
already  dignified  his  pleafure  that 
all  addreffes  (with  the  exceptions 
before  fpecified)  diould  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  fecretary  of  date,  to 
be  by  him  laid  before  the  king  ; 
and  his  majedy  did  not  think  it 
fit  to  depart  from  the  fame  con- 
duel  in  refpedl  of  the  refolutions 
of  the  livery.  Had  the  dieriffs 
been  deputed  from  the  body  cor¬ 
porate,  he  would  have  received 
them  as  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
doing,  and  as  he  had  recently  done ; 
but  deputed  as  they  were,  he  could 
not  receive  them, without  admitting 

commu- 
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communicationsto  be  made  in  like 
manner  by  other  claffes  of  his  fub- 
jeds,  and  thereby  expofing  him- 
felf  to  that  perfonal  inconvenience, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  his  fight, 

,  which  the  difcontinuance  of  pub¬ 
lic  levees  was  intended  to  pre¬ 
vent. 

On  the  23d  of  January  parlia¬ 
ment  affembled.  The  continued 
infirmities  of  the  king  rendered  it 
neceffary  again  to  delegate  to  a 
commifiion  the  ceremony  of  open¬ 
ing  the  feflion.  In  his  fpeech,  as 
delivered  by  the  commiflioners,  his 
Majefty  expreffed  his  deep  regret 
that  the  exertions  of  the  emperor 
of  Auftria  againft  the  ambition  and 
violence  of  France,  had  proved 
unavailing,  and  that  his  imperial 
Majefty  had  been  compelled  to 
abandon  the  conteft,  and  to  con¬ 
clude  a  disadvantageous  peace. 
Although  the  war-had  been  under¬ 
taken  by  that  monarch,  without 
encouragement  on  the  part  of  his 
Majefty,  every  effort  had  been 
made  for  the  afiiftance  of  Auftria 
which  his  Majefty  had  deemed 
confident  with  the  due  fupport  of 
his  allies,  and  with  the  welfare 
and  intereft  of  his  owp  dominions. 
An  attack  upon  the  naval  arma¬ 
ments  and  eftablilhments  in  the 
Scheldt,  afforded  at  once  the  prof- 
ped  of  deftroying  a  growing  force, 
which  was  daily  becoming  more 
formidable  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
country,  and  of  diverting  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  France  from  reinforcing 
her  armies  on  the  Danube,  and 
controuling  the  fpirit  of  reftftance 
in  the  north  of  Germany.  Thefe 
confiderations  determined  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  employ  his  forces  in  an 
expedition  to  the  Scheldt ;  and 
although  the  principal  ends  of  the 
expedition  had  not  been  attained. 
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he  confidently  hoped  that  advan¬ 
tages,  materially  affcding  the  fe¬ 
curity  of  his  dominions,  in  the 
further  profecution  of  the  war, 
would  be  found  to  refult  from  the 
demolition  of  the  docks  and  ar- 
fenals  at  Flufhing.  Upon  this  fub- 
jed  fuch  documents  and  papers 
fhould  be  laid  before  parliament* 
as  would  afford  fatisfadory  infor¬ 
mation.  Refpeding  Sweden,  it 
was  obferved,  that  the  king  had 
uniformly  notified  to  that  country 
his  decided  wifh  that,  in  deter¬ 
mining  upon  the  queftion  of  peace 
or  war  with  Trance,  and  other 
continental  powers,  fhe  fhould  be 
guided  by  confiderations  refulting 
from  her  own  fituation  and  inte~ 
refts  ;  though  his  Majefty  lament¬ 
ed,  therefore,  that  Sweden  lhould 
have  found  it  neceffary  to  purchafe 
peace  by  confkierable  facrifices, 
his  Majefty  could  not  complain 
that  fhe  had  conduded  it  without 
his  participation.  The  fpeech  then 
went  on  to  congratulate  the  houfe 
upon  the  liberation  of  Portugal* 
and  the  glorious  vidory  achieved  at 
Talavera,  by  Lord  Wellington. 
It  announced  the  intention  of  the 
Spanifh  government  to  affemble 
the  general  and  extraordinary 
Cortes  of  the  nation,  and  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  expreffed  his  trufi:  that  this 
meafure  would  give  frefh  anima¬ 
tion  and  vigour  to  the  councils 
and  arms  of  Spain,  and  fuccefsfully 
dired  the  energies  and  fpirit  of  the 
Spanifh  people  to  the  maintenance 
oi  the  legitimate  monarchy,  and 
to  the  ultimate  deliverance  of  their 
country.  The.  moft  important  con¬ 
fiderations  of  good  faith  and  po¬ 
licy,  it  was  faid,  required  that  as 
long  as  this  great  caufe  could  be 
fupported  with  a  profped  of  fuc- 
cefs,  that  it  fhould  be  fupported 
[A  33  according 
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according  to  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  conteft,  by  the 
ftrenuous  affiftance  of  the  power 
and  refources  of  his  Majefty's  do¬ 
minions.  With  regard  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  the  king  expreffed  his  regret, 
that  the  intercourfe  between  his 
minister  in  the  United  States  and 
the  government  of  that  country 
had  been  fuddenly  and  unexpeft- 
edly  interrupted.  The  American 
minifler  at  this  court,  however, 
had  given  the  ftronged  affurances 
of  the  continued  defire  of  his  go¬ 
vernment  to  maintain  the  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  and  that  defire  fhould  be  met 
by  a  correfponding  difpofition  on 
our  part.  Towards  the  clofe  of 
the  fpeech,  the  king  recommended 
that  the  houfes  fhould  refume  the 
confideration  of  the  Hate  of  the 
inferior  clergy,  and  adopt  fuch 
further  meafures  upon  that  inte- 
refting  fubjedl  as  might  appear  to 
be  proper.  The  account  relative 
to  the  trade  and  revenue  of  the 
country,  it  was  faid,  would  be 
found  highly'  fatisfadfory,  What¬ 
ever  temporary  and  partial  incon.- 
venience  might  have  reful ted  from 
the  meafures  which  were  directed 
by  France  again!]:  thofe  great 
fources  of  our  profperity  and 
flrength,  thofe  meafures  had  wholly 
failed  of  producing  any  permanent 
or  general  efftdf .  The  fpeech  con¬ 
cluded  by  adverting  to  the  una¬ 
bated  animofity  and  violence  of 
our  enemy's  hoftility,  to  defeat 
the  defigns  of  which,  would  re¬ 
quire  the  utmoft  efforts  of  our  vi¬ 
gil, ance,  fortitude,  and  perfever- 
anee;  but  in  every  difficulty  and 
danger,  his  Majefty  confidently 
trulted  that  he  fhould  derive  the 
moft  effectual  fupport  under  the 
continued  blefling  of  divine  Provi¬ 


dence,  from  the  valour  of  his  forces, 
and  the  fpirit  and  determination  of 
his  people. 

The  addrefs  in  reply  was  moved 
by  the  Earl  of  Glafgow,  and  fe- 
conded  by  Lord  Grimllon.  When 
that  noble  lord  had  fat  down,  the 
Earl  of  St.  Vincent  rofe,  and  in  a 
fpeech  not  diflimilar  to  that  which 
he  took  occafion  to  deliver  in  the 
opening  of  the  preceding  feffion, 
expreiled  his  indignation  at  the 
conduct  of  government.  He  had 
not,  he  faid,  expected  to  have 
ever  again  prefented  himfelf  to 
their  lordfhip’s  confideration,  but 
fuch  had  been  the  untoward  and 
calamitous  events  which  had  of 
late  occurred,  that  he  was  induced 
once  more  to  come  forward.  There 
was,  he  faid,  no  occafion  to  won¬ 
der  at  thefe  events.  They  were 
caufed  by  the  weaknefs,  infatua¬ 
tion,  and  ftupidity  of  minifters. 
We  owed  all  our  difafters  and  dif- 
grace  to  their  ignorance  and  in¬ 
capacity.  But  what  could  the 
nation  expedl  from  men  who  came 
into  office  under  the  ma!k  of  vile 
hypocrify,  and  have  maintained 
their  places  by  impofture  and  de- 
lufion.  Look  at  the  whole  of 
their  condudt.  Firft  they  attacked 
Copenhagen,  the  capital  of  a  coun¬ 
try  at  peace  with  us,  and  brought 
her  into  a  ftate  of  inveterate 
and  open  hoftility.  Their  next 
achievment  was  to  fend  Sir  John 
Moore  into  the  heart  of  Spain, 
unprovided  with  every  requisite  ; 
in  a  fituation  where,  but  for  his 
tranfeendant  abilities,  his  army 
would  have  been  irrevocably  loll. 
After  this  came  the  Talavera  cam¬ 
paign,  where  a  victory  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  ufelefs  expenditure 
of  our  belt  blood  and  treafure.  This 
was  followed  by  the  Walcheren 
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expedition,  upon  which  he  thought 
it  unnecefl'ary  to  lay  any  thing. 
Any  body,  continued  the  gallant 
admiral,  may  be  a  minifter  in  thefe 
days.  Minifters  may  flow  from 
any  corrupted  fource  ;  they  pop  in 
and  they  pop  out  like  the  man 
and  woman  in  a  peafant’s  baro¬ 
meter  ;  they  rife  up  like  tad-poles ; 
they  may  be  compared  to  wafps, 
to  hornets,  to  locufts  ;  they  fend 
forth  their  peftilential  breath  over 
the  whole  country,  and  nip  and 
deftroy  every  fair  flower  in  the 
land.  The  noble  lord  concluded 
by  a  Iking  of  Lord  Mulgrave,  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  in  contemplation  to 
make  a  dock  at  Northfleet. 

Lord  Grenville  obferved,  that 
he  rofe  thus  early  with  the  view 
of  moving  an  amendment.  ((  We 
are  now/'  he  faid,  (t  imperioufly 
called  upon  to  inflitute  thofe  in¬ 
quiries  which  the  mifeondud  of 
minifters  have  rendered  abfolutely 
neceflary  ;  a  mifeondud  from  which 
a  feries  of  unexampled  difafters  and 
calamities  have  refulted  to  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  day  will  come  when 
minifters  will  have  to  render  an 
account  to  .parliament  of  the  trea- 
fure  which  they  have  wafted,  and  the 
lives  which  ihey  have  facrificed,  in 
ufelefs  and  unproft table  e  -peditions. 
The  day  will  come  when  the  mere 
fad  of  an  overflowing  treafury,  al¬ 
luded  to  in  the  fpeech  of  the  com- 
milfloners,  will  be  utterly  infuffi- 
cient  to  fatisfy  this  houfe,  or  the 
people  of  thefe  realms  ;  when  we 
mult  inquire  not  merely  as  to  the 
fad,  but  as  to  the  foundation  of 
it,  and  the  confequences  which  re- 
fult  from  it.  The  day  muft  come 
when  the  condud  of  minifters  re- 
fpeding  America  muft  come  under 
difeuflion  ;  when  it  muft  become  a 
fubjed  of  deep  and  ferious  inquiry, 


whether  it  is  to  be  endured,  that 
garbled,  mutilated,  and  mitrepre- 
fented  documents,  are  to  be  laid 
before  parliament,  not  merely  con¬ 
cealing  what  it  was  not  thought 
it  to  communicate,  but  adually, 
upon  the  face  .of  thofe  garbled  do¬ 
cuments,  giving  an  interpretation 
diredly  oppoftte  to  the  fenfe  of 
them  in  their  entire  and  original 
ftate.  In  the  fame  manner,  with 
refped  to  our  expeditions,  it  is  due 
to  the  memory  of  thofe  who  have 
fallen  in  the  fervice  of  their  coun¬ 
try  ;  of  thofe  who  have  bravely 
but  inglorioufly  fallen  a  facrifice 
to  the  ignorance,  the  incapacity,, 
the  mifeondud  of  minifters,;  it  is 
due  to  a  deluded  and  fufFering  peo¬ 
ple,  who  demand  it  at  our  hands, 
that  we  fhould  inftitute  a  rigorous 
and  effedual  inquiry  into  the  con- 
dud  of  thofe  minifters  to  whom 
thefe  difafters  are  to  be  attri¬ 
buted." 

The  noble  lord  proceeded  to 
obferve,  that  the  addrefs  moved, 
prefented  no  pledge  for  the  infift- 
iyig  upon  any  fuch  inquiry.  Minif¬ 
ters,  though  they  had  advifed  his 
Majefty  to  tell  the  city  of  London 
that  he  did  not  think  it  neceflary 
to  inftitute  an  inveftigation,  had 
■from  a  fenfe  of  their  guilty  fitua- 
tion,  from  a  confcieufnefs  of  their 
glaring  mifeondud,  condefcended 
to  intimate,  that  they  would  lay 
before  parliament  certain  docu¬ 
ments  and  papers  relating  to  the 
fubjed  of  the  late  expedition.  But 
the  feledion  of  thefe  papers  fhould 
not  be  left  to  minifters  themfelves. 
With  refped  to  the  officers  em¬ 
ployed,  he  did  not  mean  to  con¬ 
demn  them  ;  he  believed  they  had 
done  their  duty  ;  if,  however,  any 
circumftance  fhould  arife  out  of  the 
enquiry,  during  its  progrefs,  tend- 
[j  4]  i»g 
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ing  to  impeach  the  conduft  of  any 
officer  employed,  that  would  he  a 
fubjeft  for  future  inveftigation ; 
in  the  meanwhile  there  were  cir¬ 
cumftances  affefting  the  conduct  of 
minifters,  which  were  matters  of 
publicity  and  notoriety.  It  was  a 
faft  known  to  the  whole  country, 
and  to  all  Europe,  not  that  our 
expeditions  had  partially  fucceeded, 
but  that  the  expeditions,  in  the 
profecution  of  which  fo  much  of 
the  treafure  of  the  country,  and 
fo  many  valuable  lives  had  been 
facrificed,  had  prefented  nothing 
but  an  unbroken  and  uniform  feries 
,of  difgraceful,  irremediable,  and 
irretrievable  failures.  Under  thefe 
circumftances  inveftigation  was  in- 
difpenfable.  Even  admitting,  con¬ 
trary  to  all  experience,  that  the 
fyftem  of  fending  out  expeditions, 
under  the  prefent  date  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  was  right,  1HI1  would  the 
mifconduft  of  mini  Hers  only  ap¬ 
pear  the  more  glaring,  in  fo  grofsly 
inifapplying  the  refources  of  the 
country,  and  wafting  its  efforts  in 
fruitlefs  attempts,  where  fuccefs 
was  either  impoftihle,  or  if  at¬ 
tained,  could  not  have  altered  the 
fate  of  the  campaign. 

Lord  Grenville  then  entered 
more  particularly  into  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  late  campaign.  He  re¬ 
peated  his  perfuafion,  that  the  true 
policy  of  the  country  was  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  hufbanding  her  refources, 
of  concentrating  her  means,  for 
the  purpofe  of  placing  her  in  a 
pofttion,  in  which  we  might  fay  to 
France,  “our  fituation  is  fuch  that 
we  are  completely  defended  agninft 
any  domeftic  infuit,  while  our  na¬ 
val  fuperiority  will  effeftually  de¬ 
feat  the  execution  of  your  defines 
againlt  our  external  inter-efts." 
But  Jie  would  admit  for  the  mo- 
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ment,  and  for  the  fake  of  argu¬ 
ment,  what  he  utterly  denied  upon 
principle,  and  in  point  of  fa  ft,  that 
under  the  circumftances  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  it  was  defirable  to 
adopt  a  fyftem  of  continental  co¬ 
operation,  and  endeavour  to  make 
a  powerful  diverfion  in  favour  of 
Auftria.  For  this  purpofe,  minif- 
ters  had  a  difpofable  force  of 
iqOjOoo  men,  and  two  opportuni¬ 
ties  prefented  themfelves  lor  its  ef¬ 
ficient  employment.  A  large  force, 
landed  at  Triefte,  would  have  kept 
in  check  the  troops  under  Mar- 
mont  and  Macdonald,  and  effec¬ 
tually  prevented  their  junftion 
with  the  main  army  on  the  Da¬ 
nube.  He  did  not  believe  that 
this  diverfion  would  have  ulti¬ 
mately  changed  the  fate  of  the 
war,  but  it  would  very  probably 
have  altered  the  refult  of  the  cam¬ 
paign.  If,  however,  the  enor¬ 
mous  expenfe  and  difficulty  of 
tranfporting  fuch  an  army  to  that 
diftance  be  objefted,  there  was 
another  mode  of  making  a  power¬ 
ful  diverfion.  How  did  minifters 
encourage  the  rifings  in  the  north 
of  Germany  ?  A  force  landed  on 
that  point  would  have  found 
ready  to  co-operate  with  them, 
not  an  armed  peafantry,  not  an  un- 
difciplined  rabble,  but  aifciplined 
troops,  difbanded  foidiers.  To 
meet  fuch  a  force  the  national 
guard  of  Paris  could  not  have  been 
fent,  nor  the  armed  mare-chauffee 
of  the  frontiers,  but  regular  troops 
muft  have  been  detached  from 
Saxony  and  Bavaria,  and  a  power¬ 
ful  diverfion  would  thus  have  been 
made.  Inftead  of  this  what  have 
they  done  ?  Of  their  difpofeable 
force  about  15,00001'  16,000  were 
ftationed  in  Sicily.  Of  the  re¬ 
mainder,  nearly  40,000  were  fent 
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to  the  Peninfula,  under  precifely 
the  fame  circumftances  of  want  of 
concert,  and  deficiency  of  fupply, 
which  diftinguifhed  the  expedition 
under  Moore.  Another  40,000 
was  referved  for  the  purpofe  of 
effecting  a  diverfion  in  favour  of 
Auftria.  It  was  known  to  minif- 
ters,  in  September,  180S,  that  a 
war  was  likely  to  take  place  be¬ 
tween  Auftria  and  France,  yet  our 
armament  did  not  fail  till  the  latter 
end  of  July.  The  armifti.ee,  which 
laid  proftrate  the  Auftrian  monar¬ 
chy,  had  not  only  been  figned,  but 
was  known  to  have  been  figned 
before  the  expedition  left  our 
fhores  ;  and  it  failed  at  laft,  merely 
becaufe  minifters  were  afraid  to 
avow,  that  after  all  the  expenfe 
that  had  been  incurred,  it  had  not 
adually  got  under  weigh  till  its 
objed  was  defeated,  and  fuccefs 
impoffible.  Lord  Grenville  then 
animadverted  upon  the  general 
mifeondud  of  the  whole  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  the  inadequacy  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  propofed  by  it,  to  the  expenfe 
incurred  ;  the  iii-feleded  point  of 
attack  ;  the  general  impractica¬ 
bility  of  the  whole  fcheme  ;  and 
he  afked,  whether  with  fuch  a  cafe 
eftablifhed,  the  houfe  woyld  wait 
for  enquiry  before  they  pronounced 
upon  that  which  was  already  evi¬ 
dent?  Thefe,  he  contended,  were 
not  times  for  votes  of  confidence 
and  implicit  reliance  upon  minif¬ 
ters.  The  crifis  was  imminent, 
and  parliament  muft  exert  itfelf. 
It  was  not  from  government, 
broken,  diftraded,  incompetent  as 
it  was,  incapable  of  exerting  any 
energy,  or  of  infpiring  any  con¬ 
fidence  that  our  deliverance  was 
to  be  expeded  ;  it  was  to  be  found, 
if  at  all,  in  the  energy  and  pa- 
triotifm  of  parliament.  Under 
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thefe  circumftances  he  would  move 
an  amendment,  not  fuch  as  came 
up  to  his  own  feelings  on  the  fub- 
jed,  but  one  which  he  trufted 
would  be  fatisfadory  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  afford  thofe  who  may  fee 
reafon  to  think  their  confidence 
mifplaced,  an  opportunity  of  with¬ 
drawing  that  confidence.  .  The 
amendment  was  to  this  effed, 
that  the  houfe  had  feen  with 
the  utmoft  forrow  and  indignation 
the  accumulated  failures  and  dif- 
afters  of  the  laft  campaign/the  un¬ 
availing  wafte  of  our  national  re- 
fources,  and  the  lofs  of  fo  many 
thoufands  of  our  brave  troops, 
whofe  valour  had  been  unprofit- 
ably  facrificed  in  enterprizes  pro- 
dudive  not  of  advantage  but  of 
lading  injury  to  the  country  ;  en¬ 
terprizes  marked  only  by  a  re¬ 
petition  of  former  errors  ;  tardy 
and  uncombined  ;  incapable  in 
their  fuccefs  of  aiding  our  ally  in 
the  critical  moment  of  his  fate, 
but  expofing  in  their  failure  his 
Majefty’s  councils  to  the  fcorn  and 
derifion  of  the  enemy  ;  the  houfe, 
therefore,  felt  itfelf  bound,  with  a 
view  to  the  only  atonement  that 
could  now  be  made  to  an  injured 
people,  to  inftitute,  without  delay, 
fuch  rigorous  and  effedual  inqui¬ 
ries  and  proceedings  as  duty  im¬ 
pelled  it  to  adopt,  in  a  cafe  where 
the  country  had  been  fubjeded 
to  unexampled  calamity  and  dif- 
graced' 

Lord  Harrowby  objeded,  that 
the  amendment  went  not  only  to 
determine  that  there  fhould  be  an 
enquiry,  but  to  pronounce  a  vote 
of  indiferiminate  cenfure,  of  abfo- 
lute  condemnation,  previous  to  any 
inquiry.  This  was  equally  un¬ 
precedented  and  unjuft.  Lord 
Grenville  had  infilled  on  the  po¬ 
licy 
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licy  of  abftaining  from  any  con¬ 
tinental  expedition  whatever,  but 
his  fentiments  had  not,  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  been  exaCtly  conformable 
to  this  principle,  He  had,  even 
in  the  courfe  of  lafl  :feffion  .joined 
in  the  general  enthufiafm  in  favour 
of  the  Spanifh  caufe,  and  in  the 
anxiety  prompted  by  that  enthu- 
fiafm  to  afford  it  every  aid  in  our 
•power.  Government  did  not  fii- 
mulate  or  give  birth  to  thefe  exer¬ 
tions  on  the  part  of  the  Spanifh 
nation,  but  it  was  felt  to  be  the 
duty  and  interefl  of  thkucountry  to 
.encourage  and  affift  them.  In  the 
fame  manner  Auflria  was  inclined 
to  appeal  to  the  chances  of  wax, 
but  to  the  adoption  of  that  ftep  fhe 
had  not  been  advifed  or  impelled 
by  the  influence  of  the  Britifh 
government.  On  the  contrary, 
fhe  had  been  warned  of  the  perils 
of  the  attempt,  and  of  our  inabi¬ 
lity  to  lend  her  any  effectual  fup_ 
port ;  file  could  not,  therefore, 
have  entered  into  a  new  war  from 
the  hope  of  any  powerful  diverfion 
to  be  effected  in  her  favour  by  the 
•operations  of  a  Britifh  army.  Lord 
Harrowby  then  adverted  to  the 
late  expedition,  and  contended  that 
there  was  no  point  within  our 
reach  which  promifed  fo  favour¬ 
able  a  refult  for  the  exertion  of 
our  means,  as  an  attack  upon 
Flufhmg  and  Antwerp.  The  no¬ 
tion  of  tranfporting  a  large  army 
to  the  Adriatic  was  actually  im¬ 
practicable,  and  hardly  lefs  fo  was 
the  plan  of  fending  them  to  the 
north  of  Germany,  After  the  ar¬ 
mament  had  been  prepared,  intel¬ 
ligence  was  received  of  the  armif. 
tice  entered  into  by  France  and 
Auflria,  yet  it  was  ft  ill  uncertain 
whether  that  armiflice  would  end 
in  a  definitive  treaty.  The  con¬ 


trary,  for  a  time,  appeared  the 
more  probable.  Whatever  difaf. 
trous  effeds  had  arifen  were  indeed 
to  be  lamented,  but  could  not,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  have  been  apprehended. 
The  defign  promifed  to  be  executed 
:in  a  fhort  time,  and  before  the  Get¬ 
ting  in  of  the  fickly  feafon.  About 
the  middle  of  July  the  expedition 
was  .ready  to  fail ;  contrary  winds 
detained  it  for  nine  or  ten  days, 
and  unforefeen  and  uncontroulable 
obftacles  afterwards  occurred  to 
protraCt  the  operations  till  the  un¬ 
healthy  period  of  the  year.  But 
rthefe  v/ere  obftruCtions  which  it 
was  not  poffible  to  guard  againft. 
This  the  information  which  was 
about  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe 
would  fufficiently  prove  ;  but  with¬ 
out  that  information.  Lord  Har- 
rrowby  contended,  it  was  impoffi- 
to  form  a  fair  opinion  on  the  fub- 
ijeCt. 

Lord  Moira  affirmed,  that  the 
proofs  demanding  not  only  inquiry 
Tut  condemnation,  flood  confeffed 
before  them.  They  were  plain 
and  manifeft  ;  and,  upon  the  face 
of  the  cafe,  he  would  go  the  full 
length  of  the  amendment,  although 
it  only  pledged  the  houfe  to  in¬ 
quiry.  He  difagreed,  however., 
with  Lord  Grenville,  as  to  the 
expediency  of  fending  out  any  ex¬ 
pedition  at  all.  It  would  have 
threatened  the  *  molt  formidable 
confequences  to  France  had  the 
force  lent  out  been  landed  in  the 
fouth  of  Germany  ;  and  even  in 
the  north  of  that  country  what 
might  not  have  been  expeCted  from 
it,  aCting  in  the  rear  of  the 
French,  and  combining  and  fuf- 
taining  the  fcattered  troops  on 
that  part  of  the  continent  ?  Re- 
fpeCting  Spain,  he  differed  from 
his  noble  friend  Hill  more ;  for 

there 
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there  an  opportunity  was  afforded 
of  terminating  the  war  with  glory, 
and  of  lhaking,  if  not  overturn¬ 
ing,  the  power  of  Buonaparte. 
The  enthufiafm  exifting  in  that 
country  could  not  be  queftioned, 
for  nothing  but  enthufiafm  could 
have  ftill  kept  armies  together 
after  fo  many  defeats  and  difafters. 
But  what  was  done  to  avail  our- 
felves  of  this  feeling  ?  Our  army 
advanced  into  Spain,  but,  though 
the  ftronger  and  vidorious  army, 
it  immediately  retreated.  Our 
general’s  inftrudions  were  there¬ 
fore  either  erroneous  or  defective, 
or  he  had  not  the  means  to  carry 
forward  his  vidorious  troops ;  and, 
what  was  dill  worfe,  two  great 
Spanilh  armies,  left  to  themfelves, 
had  fince  been  fucceffively  cut  to 
pieces,  while  a  Britifh  force  remain¬ 
ed  idle  and  inadi  vein  their  vicinity! 

Lord  Sidmouth  faid,  he  faw 
much  in  the  late  proceedings  of 
minifters  that  demanded  inquiry, 
but  he  could  not  altogether  agree 
in  the  amendment'  propofed  by  his 
noble  friend.  There  was  much  of 
irritation  and  much  of  defpondency 
in  the  public  mind  at  that  moment, 
and  the  adoption  of  fuch  an  ad- 
drefs  would  not  tend  to  foothe  the 
one  or  to  reanimate  the  other. 

Lord  Mulgrave  obferved,  that 
he  recolleded  no  legillative  mea- 
fure  refembling  this  propofition  of 
condemnation  previous  to  inquiry, 
except  an  ad  of  parliament  which 
had  once  paft,  by  which  it  was 
enaded  that  perfons  found  poach¬ 
ing,  under  certain  circumftances, 
were  to  be  flogged  at  the  cart’s 
tail  ;  but  a  claufe  was  added,  that 
thofe  who  found  themfelves  ag¬ 
grieved  by  this  ad,  might  make  an 
appeal  to  the  next  quarter  feflions. 
In  the  fame  manner  it  was  propofed 


firft  to  pumfh  by  immediate  con¬ 
demnation  his  Majefty’s  minifters, 
and  then  to  appeal  to  the  houfe  to 
fee  whether  they  had  deferved  that 
punifhment. 

Lord  Grey  fupported  the  amend¬ 
ment  at  confiderable  length.  He 
adverted  to  the  complacent  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  fpeech  had  fpoken 
of  our  late  difafters,  but  expreffed 
his  fatisfadion  that  minifters  had 
not  ventured  to  talk  fo  boldly  in 
their  own  defence.  He  was  glad 
to  find,  from  their  humbled  and 
chaftened  tone,  that  they  felt  fome 
remorfe  for  the  numerous  miferies 
which  their  imbecility  and  mif- 
condud  had  inflided  on  their 
country.  Had  it  been  otherwife, 
he  fhould  have  fuppofed  that  Al¬ 
mighty  vengeance  was  hanging 
over  this  nation,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  the  hearts  of  its  rulers  had 
been  hardened,  in  proportion  as 
their  underftandings  were  darken¬ 
ed.  With  refped  to  the  fyftem  of 
military  co-operation  with  Auftria, 
he  certainly  would  not  have  pledg¬ 
ed  himfelf  againft  it.  An  expe¬ 
dition  to  the  north  of  Germany, 
or  to  the  fhores  of  the  Adriatic, 
might  have  been  undertaken  with 
fome  profped  of  fuccefs ;  and  he 
was  yet  to  be  convinced,  that 
there  was  in  fuch  an  attempt  any 
thing  of  that  impradicability  on 
which  minifters  had  infifted. 

Lord  Liverpool  replied.  He  ad¬ 
mitted  that  minifters  knew  of  the 
armiftice  before  the  expedition  fail¬ 
ed,  but  contended  that  it,  neverthe- 
lefs,  operated  as  a  favourable  di- 
verfion  for  Auftria  ;  a  large  body 
of  confcripts,  which  were  intended 
to  have  aded  againft  her,  were 
thus  diverted  to  the  banks  of  the 
Scheldt.  In  fad,  it  was  the  de- 
fire  of  Auftria  that  we  Ihould  re¬ 
tain 
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tain  Walcheren  till  (he  had  made 
terms  of  peace,  and  exprefsly  at 
her  requeft  we  did  continue  to  oc¬ 
cupy  it  after  the  ulterior  objeCts 
of  the  expedition  had  been  aban¬ 
doned.  Hard  as  thofe  terms  were, 
they  were  a  confiderableTelaxation 
from  the  enemy^s  former  threats, 
and  this  difference  Lord  Liver¬ 
pool  attributed  to  our  retention  of 
Walcheren.  Upon  a  divifion,  there 
were  for  the  amendment  92,  for  the 
addrefs  144. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  the 
addrefs  was  moved  by  Lord  Ber- 
nard,  and  eloquently  feconded  by 
Mr.  Peel.  Adverting  to  the 
caufes  which  compelled  Audria  to 
take  the  field,  he  obferved,  that, 

It  had  been  authoritatively  inti¬ 
mated  to  her  by  France,  that  (he 
mull  at  once  reduce  her  forces,  and 
the  redu&ion  was  to  be  brought 
to  a  ftandard  that  would  have 
made  her  powerlefs  before  the  firft 
enemy  that  willed  to  attack  her. 
This  was  not  to  be  done  while  a 
fword  remained  in  her  hands,  while 
fhe  hill  retained  a  remnant  of  her 
vigour,  while  fhe  could  appeal  to 
her  people,  and  call  on  their  loy¬ 
alty,  and  their  feeling,  to  aid  her 
in  the  'battle,  for  their  common 
Security  and  glory.  There  were 
evidences  before  her  eye  of  the 
vigour  which  might  be  difplayed 
by  a  people  in  defence  of  their 
privileges;  (he  faw  Spain,  differ- 
ing  as  the  was  under  all  the  vifita- 
tions  of  a  defperate  and  fudden 
violence,  nobly  rife  and  repel  its 
ravages,  prefer  a  glorious  and 
uncertain  druggie  to  a  filent  and 
daftardly  dependence,  and  drive 
the  invader  before  her  rude  he- 
roifm.  Under  thefe  circumdances 
it  was  incumbent  upon  Audria  to 
it  fill,  and  it  was  equally  our  duty 


to  affid  her  exertions.  In  cotifi- 
dering  the  manner  in  which  this 
had  been  attempted,  we  were  to 
compare  the  defign  with  the  ob- 
jeCi  attained,  and  not  to  ftray  to¬ 
wards  plans  that  exifted  only  in 
imagination,  and  which  never  could 
be  reduced  to  pra&ice.  We  mud 
contemnlate  alfo  the  connection  of 

*  4. 

events.  Which  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  wifeft  to  controul. 
It  was  eafy  to  feel  the  difficulties 
of  what  had  been  tried,  and  to 
imagine  the  facilities  of  what  had 
only  been  projected  ;  but  wife  men 
would  judge  according  to  another 
meafure  of  reafon  ;  fed.  the  effen- 
lial  difference  between  the  folid 
impediments  of  actual  practice,  and 
■the  fmooth  and  fanciful  progrefs  of 
untried  theory.”  Referring  to 
the  Spanifh  campaign,  he  admitted 
that  our  army  had  retreated  from 
the  lcene-of  its  triumphs,  but  there 
was  no  lhame  in  a  retreat  like 
theirs.  We  were  ftill  a  civilized 
people  ;  we  had  not  learnt  to  dtf- 
card  our  humanity  ;  we  had  not 
yet  reconciled  ourfeives  to  the 
throwing  off  the  burden  of  human 
feelings,  theft  we  might  go  on 
light  and  dexterous  to  the  work 
of  human  mifery.  We  could  not 
adopt  the  fummary  expedients  of 
modern  warfare  ;  we  could  not  feed 
upon  requifition,  and  calculate  upon 
plunder;  or  on  entering  a  lacked 
town,  drip  the  rpiferable  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  fcanty  remnant  which 
rapacity  itfelf  had  left  them. 

Lord  Gower  moved  the  amend¬ 
ment,  which  was  feconded  by  the 
Hon.  f.  W.  Ward,  in  a  fpeech  of 
uncommon  talent.  “  During  the 
few  months/’  laid  he,  which 
have  elapfed  fince  the  lad  feffion  of 
parliament,  this  country  has  been 
engaged  in  various  military  ope¬ 
rations. 
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rations,  upon  a  moft  extend ve 
fcale,  and  thofe  operations  have 
been  attended  by  failure  more  com¬ 
plete,  by  lofs  more  deplorable, 
and  by  difgrace  more  figoal,  than 
any  that  we  find  recorded  within 
an  equal  fpace  of  time,  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  this  or  any  former  war  in 
which  the  country  was  ever  en¬ 
gaged.  Now,  in  the  firft  place,  1 
rnuft  remark,,  that  the  very  mag¬ 
nitude  and  number  of  thefe  failures 
conftitute  a  privm  facie  cafe  againft 
his  Majefty’s  minifters,  even  inde¬ 
pendently  of  all  confideration  of 
the  particular  circu riddances  with 
which  they  were  attended.  For 
though  it  is  unjuft  and  abfurd  to 
fay  that  failure  neceflarily  implies 
blame,  yetconflanr,  repeated,  in¬ 
variable  failures,  do  create  a  fair 
prefumption  of  mifeonduft,  and  if 
that  prefumption  is  coupled  with 
any  thing  fufpicious  in  the  hift* 
tory  or  compofuion  of  the  admi- 
niftration  itfelf,  it  becomes  almoft 
irrefiftible.  Accident  may  account 
for  fome  detached  failures  in  the 
courfe  of  a  long  adminiftration  ; 
but  a  man  muft  have  a  high  opi¬ 
nion  indeed  of  the  king’s  fer.vants, 
and  moreover  an  underftanding 
moft  fingularly  conftituted,  who 
can  perfuade  himfelf  that  the  con¬ 
vention  of  Cintra,  the  miferable 
expullion  of  our  army  under  Sir 
John* Moore,  the.iudicrous  capture 
of  Ifchia  and  Procida,  the  fecond 
ufel.efs,  expenfive,  and  deftru&ive 
campaign  in  Spain,  and,  to  crown 
all,  the  expedition  to  Walcheren  ; 
that  all  thefe  things  following  each 
other  with  the  utmoft  rapidity, 
not  a  fingie  fuccefs  intervening  to 
break  the  chain  of  calamity,  hap¬ 
pened  by  pure  ill-luck  and  with¬ 
out  the  fmalleft  blame  to  the 
wifeft  and  beft,  but  moft  unfortu¬ 


nate  of  adminiftrations.  And  in- 
whofe  favour  is  it  that  we  are  re¬ 
quired  to  believe  this  paradox  ? 

In  favour  of  a  government  of  de¬ 
partments,  at  the  head  of  which, 
till  lately,  ftood  a  nobleman  of  no 
very  diftinguiftied  talents,  enfee¬ 
bled  by  age,  and  buffering  and  la¬ 
bouring  ineffe&ually,  during  the 
latter  days  of  his  life*  to  keep 
together  the  difeordant  parts  of  a 
precarious  adminiftration  ;  we  are 
required  to  believe  it  in  favour  of 
a  cabinet,  the  members  of  which 
entertained  for  each  other  the  moft 
profound  contempt,  or  the  moft 
deadly  antipathy  ;  whofe  time,  in- 
ftead  of  being,  devoted  to  the 
public  intereft,  was  fpent  in  dark 
Machiavelian  intrigues,  in.  per- 
fonal  difeuffions,  and  in  deviling 
fchemes  for  parcelling  out  the  great 
offices  of  ftate,  which  they  feem 
to  have  conlidered  as  a  private  in¬ 
heritance,.  to  be  divided  for  their 
common  benefit,  and  not  as  a  fo» 
iemn  truft,  to  be  adminiftered  for 
the  public  good.  We  are  required 
to  believe  in  the  fitnefs  of  thole 
who  had  pronounced  on  each  other’s 
incapacity  ;  and  it  is  from  difcorcl 
at  home,  and  difgrace  abroad,  that 
we  are  to  infer  good  conduct. 
When  I  call  to  mind,  indeed,  the 
ignominious  hiftory  of  their  in¬ 
ternal  diffenfions ;  when  I  fee  that 
their  whole  adminiftration  has 
-.been  one  uniform  tiffue  of  cala¬ 
mities,  a  foul  and  deteilable  blot 
in  the  annals  of  the  country,  I  do 
not  hefitate  to  declare  my  unalter¬ 
able  convidlion,  that  fuch  a  go¬ 
vernment  was  unworthy  to  poifefs 
the  confidence  of  parliament  ;  and 
that  a  government  which  differs 
chiefly  from  it  by  the  lofs  of  thofe 
talents  for  bufinefs  and  debate, 
which  formed  its  great  ornament, 

and 
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and  which  is  a  little  more  united 
at  the  price  of  being  a  great  deal 
weaker  in  all  other  refpeCts,  is  un¬ 
fit  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  the 
Hate  at  any  time,  and  particularly 
at  this  ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  member  of  this  houfe,  and 
the  intereft  of  every  man  who  is 
concerned  in  the  prefervation  of 
the  country,  to  contribute  by  all 
lawful  means  to  its  fubverfion. 

Mr.  Ward  then  proceeded  to  a 
difcuffion  of  the  details  of  the 
campaign.  Refpecling  the  opera¬ 
tions  in  Spain,  he  profefied  him- 
felf  unable  to  fee  any  reafons  which 
Ihould  have  induced  rninifters  to 
make  another  attempt  in  that 
quarter.  Every  thing  feemed  to 
forbid  a  fecond  experiment  :  the 
charaCteriftic  qualities,  good  or 
bad,  of  our  own  army,  the  nature 
of  the  country,  and,  above  all, 
the  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  experience  of  the  refult  of  the 
expedition  under  Moore  was  de- 
cifive;  and  every  thing  which  had 
happened  in  the  interval,  corro¬ 
borated  the  leffons  which  we  might 
have  learnt  from  that  tranfaCtioa. 
It  was  no  longer  poffible  to  mif- 
take  the  character  of  a  revolution, 
the  difagreeable  peculiarity  of 
which  was,  that  it  had  not  pro¬ 
duced  a  fingle  individual  eminent 
either  as  a  foldier  or  a  ftatefman. 
The  Spanifh  armies  were  every 
where  defeated ;  often  outnum¬ 
bered  ;  for  it  was  remarkable,  that 
out  of  a  population  of  12,000,000, 
(<  the  univerfal  Spanifh  nation” 
were  not  able  to  bring  much  above 
120,000  men  into  the  field.  The 
flight  of  the  junta  to  Seville  had 
not  cured  them  of  the  inactivity 
they  had  difplayed  at  Aranjuez. 
Of  all  their  enemies,  the  prefs 
was  the  only  one  which  they  had 


been  able  tofubdue;  and  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  Charles  IV.  were  never 
difgraced  by  weaknefs  more  con¬ 
temptible,  or  tyranny  more  odious. 
While  Vidior  was  upon  his  march 
to  fight  the  battle  of  Medellin, 
they  were  quietly  fpeculating  upon 
what  form  of  government  would 
fuit  them  beft,  when  England,  or 
chance,  or  a  miracle,  or  any  thing 
but  their  own  exertions  fhould 
have  driven  the  French  beyond  the 
Pyrenees ;  and  this  inftead  of  in- 
ftant  remedies  for  prefent  evils, 
inftead  of  war  and  finance  ;  inftead 
of  feeking  how  to  difeipline  their 
armies,  or  to  fupport  their  allies. 
But  it  might  be  faid,  that  the 
war  in  Germany  called  upon  us  to 
attempt,  if  not  the  refeue  of  Spain, 
at  leaft  a  diverfion,  from  the  force 
with  which  the  enemy  was  about 
to  overwhelm  Auftria.  Jf  fo,  why 
was  the  force  we  fent  fo  fmall  ? 
Why  were  not  thofe  armies,  which 

*  f  -  •  •  J 

at  the  fame  time  we  were  idly 
wafting  upon  vifionary  and  ex¬ 
ploded  projects,  concentrated  in  the 
peninfuia,  in  order,  by  one  great 
effort,  to  drive  the  French  acrofs 
the  Ebro  ?  If  it  be  faid,  that  the 
country  was  not  capable  of  main¬ 
taining  fo  large  a  number  of  troops, 
f  anfwer,  that  though  that  may  be 
an  excellent  resfbn  for  fendine  no 

*  O 

army  at  all,  it  is  no  reafon  for 
fending  an  army  which  was  quite 
inadequate  for  any  ufeful  purpofe.” 

“  But  the  fundamental  error  of 
the  whole  of  our  operations,  with 
refpedt  to  Spain,  lay  in  fuppofing 
that  the  Spanifh  troops  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  aCting  in  conjunction  with 
ours;  the  very  nature  of  the  two 
deferiptions  of  force  rendered  this 
impoffible.  Their  troops,  newly 
raifed  and  quite  undifeiplined,  but 
acquainted  with  the  country,  in¬ 
ured 
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ured  to  the  climate,  and  patient  of 
fatigue,  were  beft  calculated  to  aft 
in  fmall  detachments,  which  might 
be  frequently  defeated,  without 
affedting  materially  the  fortune,  of 
the  war.  Our  troops,  fteady  and 
intrepid,  but  unufed  to  fcarcity  or 
privation,  could  aft  only  with  af- 
feft  in  large  mafifes,  where  a  great 
event  might  be  decided  at  once  by 
fuperior  bravery  and  (kill.  If  the 
Spaniards  could  do  any  thing,  it 
was  in  a  war  of  detail ;  that  is,  in 
a  war  in  which  regular  troops, 
afting  in  a  foreign  country,  can 
do  abfolutelv  nothing.  Our  very 
victories  fhew  the  erroneous  fyf- 
tem  on  which  minifters  were  aft¬ 
ing.  Had  their  general  been  de¬ 
feated,  they  might  have  faid,  “  It 
is  the  fortune  of  war,  over 
which  we  have  no  controul.”  But 
our  fuccdles  have  left  the  caufe  of 
Spain  as  defperate  as  they  found 
it,  and  Lord  Wellington's  exploits 
in  their  confequences  refemble  not 
viflories,  but  defeats.  For  by 
what  worfe  could  defeat  have  been 
followed  than  by  a  precipitate  re¬ 
treat,  the  abandonment  of  2000 
men  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy, 
the  lofs  of  all  footing  in  Spain,  the 
ruin  of  another  army,  and  the  vir¬ 
tual  renunciation  of  all  the  objeffs 
of  the  war  ?  It  was  the  a  of  of 
that  great  ftatefman  and  warrior. 
King  William,  to  render  defeat 
harmlefs,  but  the  minifters  and  ge¬ 
nerals  of  thefe  days  make  viflory 
itfelf  unavailing.’* 

O 

Mr.  Ward  then  adverted  to  the 
other  great  features  of  the  late  cam¬ 
paign,  the  expedition  to  Zealand. 
He  ftigmatized  it  as  impolitic,  and 
mifcondufted  in  every  point  of 
view.  Even  had  we  fucceeded,  it 
could  have  had  little  or  no  eftefi 


upon  the  war  in  Germany.  We 
muft  have  retreated  before  the 
news  of  our  fuccefs  could  have 
reached  Buonaparte.  But  fuppo- 
fing  even  that  we  could  have  re¬ 
mained,  was  it  to  be  imagined  that 
the  enemy,  engaged  as  he  was  in  a 
laft  ftruggle  with  the  yet  formida¬ 
ble  power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,. 
and  about  to  do  that  which  was 
about  to  crown  all  his  former  fuc- 
ceftes  and  glories,  by  rendering 
him  uncontrouled  mailer  of  the 
continent,  would  detach  a  {ingle  man 
from  his  main  body  in  order  to  ex¬ 
pel  us  a  few  weeks  the  (boner  from 
a  place  where  our  army  was  perifh- 
ing  fafterby  difeafe,  than  he  could 
hope  to  deftroy  by  the  (word  ?  He 
well  knew  for  what  he  was  con¬ 
tending  on  the  Danube ;  that  it 
was  there,,  and  there  alone,  he  was 
to  fight,  not  only  for  Germany^, 
but  for  Spain,  for  Italy,  for  Hol¬ 
land,  for  France  itfelf,  for  all  his 
conquefts  and  all  his  glories.  Did 
they  imagine,,  that  for  the  fake  of 
Flulhing  or  Antwerp,-  he  would 
facrifice  the  thoufandth  part  of  his- 
chance  of  gaining  fuch  a  battle  as 
that  of  Wag  ram,  which  gaye  him 
to  wield  at  pie  a  fu  re  the  whole  mo¬ 
ral  and  phyfical  force  of  Europe? 
But  no!  the  attempt  was  one  of 
mere  Britifn  inful ar  policy,  in  the 
fuccefs  or  failure  of  which  no  con¬ 
tinental  nation  had  the  lllghteft  in- 
tereft.  Inftead  of  making  common 
caufe  with  Auftria,  our  enlighten¬ 
ed  and  magnanimous  ftatefmen 
were  looking  to  extrafl  fome  ad¬ 
vantage  to  curfelves  from  her  ruin. 
The  confolation  prepared  for  her 
in  her  fate  was,  that  by  her  laft  ef¬ 
forts  (he  had  purehafed  fome  Ihips 
for  England,  that  (he  had  faved  us 
the  expenfe  of  a  blockading  (qua- 

dron. 
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dron,  and  perhaps  even  enabled  us 
to  eftablifh  an  advantageous  depot 
for  our  contraband  goods. 

(i  It  is  impoflible,”  continued 
Mr.  Ward,  “  to  confider  thefe 
things  without  compaffion  for  the 
people  of  England  ;  yet  I  own  that 
this  fentiment  is  much  weakened  in 
my  mind,  when  I  recollect  how 
much  their  own  perverfenefs  has 
contributed  to  their  ruin.  The 
authors  of  thefe  calamities  are  the 
men  after  their  own  hearts,  whom 
they  rejoiced  to  fee  called  to  play 
their  laft  ftake.  They  were  tired 
of  a  languid  war,  they  were  dif- 
gufted  with  a  fyftem  of  economy 
which  would  have  enabled  them  to 
continue  the  conteft  till  the  time 
fhould  arrive  when  it  might  be 
terminated  with  honor  and  fecu- 
rity.  They  wifhed  an  aftive  ftir- 
ring  adminiftration  ;  a  government 
that  would  do  foinething  ;  people, 
who  if  they  could  find  no  obje&s, 
would  make  fome  :  who,  if  there 
were  no  points  of  attack,  would 
wafte  whole  armies  and  navies 
upon  thofe  which  were  unattack- 
able,  and  fend  over  all  Europe  can- 
vaffing  treacherous  or  unwilling  al¬ 
lies  to  receive  our  men  and  money. 
Their  defire  has  been  fulfilled,  and 
the  effects  are  now  vifible.  We 
have  fown  in  folly,  and  we  have 
reaped  in  misfortune.”  There  medy 
for  thefe  evils,  he  went  on  to  con¬ 
tend,  lay  only  in  the  removal  from 
power,  of  men  who  had  fhewn 
themfelves  fo  incapable  of  exerci- 
fing  it.  “There  had  been  times,”  he 
faid, (( when  even  thefe  men,  or  any 
others  of  moderate  underftanding, 
might  have  governed  the  country, 
though  not  with  credit,  at  leaft 
without  fome  danger.  But  now 
that  the  whole  power  of  Eu¬ 
rope  is  concentrated  in  France,  and 
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the  whole  power  of  F ranee  concen¬ 
trated  in  one  man,  and  that  man 
the  greateft  general  and  flatefman 
the  world  ever  produced,  and  the 
bittereft  enemy  England  ever 
knew  ;  it  is  an  abfolute  infatuation 
not  to  have  recourfe  to  our  belt 
means  of  defence,  moral  as  well  as 
phyfical,  to  the  wifdom  of  our 
councils,  as  well  as  to  the  ftrengrh 
of  our  fleets  and  armies.  It  is  not 
for  their  own  fakes,  but  for  that 
of  the  country,  that  I  wifli  to  fee 
the  opponents  ofminiftry  return  to 
office.  Indeed,  I  know  not  whe¬ 
ther  as  things  are,  office  is  to  be 
wifhed  for,  as  a  benefit  to  any  fet 
of  men.  This,  at  leaft,  is  not  a 
bed  of  rofes.  They  might  efcape 
blame,  but  they  could  not  poflibly 
acquire  reputation.  They  would 
fucceed  to  fhattered  finances,  to 
unfuccefsful  arms,  to  difgraced 
councils,  and  to  a  war,  the  clofe 
or  the  continuation  of  which  it  is 
alike  impoftible  to  contemplate 
without  alarm;  they  would  fucceed 
to  difficulties  that  might  confound 
the  wifeft,  and  to  dangers  that 
might  appal  the  boldeft  ftatefman  ; 
difficulties  and  dangers  for  which 
the  emoluments  of  office,  and  the 
pride  of  party  vitftory  would  but 
poorly  compenfate  to  men  who 
looked,  as  I  hope  they  look,  not 
only  to  themfelves,  but  to  the 
country  ;  to  future  fame,  as  well 
as  to  prefent  power.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  already  too  late,  and  we 
may  be  fhortly  deftined,  partly  ow¬ 
ing  to  our  own  follies,  and  partly 
to  thofe  awful  events  which  we 
could  not  controul,  and  which  have 
made  our  times  the  beginning  of  a 
new  era  in  the  world,  to  fliare  the 
fate  of  the  other  nations  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  Perhaps  we  are  already  in  a 
fituation  which  defies  the  efforts  of 

the 
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the  wifeft  and  beft  men  among  us, 
and  would  have  defied  the  efforts  of 
thofe  wifer  and  greater  men  whom 
we  have  loft.  But  if  the  country, 
(horn  of  its  honors,  and  humbled 
asitmuftbe,  can  ftill  bepreferved, 
fure  I  am  that  its  prefervation 
cannot  be  the  work  of  thofe  by 
whom  it  has  been  brought  into  its 
prefent  fituation,or  of  perfons  who 
proceed  upon  the  fame  fyftem  with 
inferior  ability.  It  cannot  be  pre- 
ferved  by  the  wreck  and  remnant 
of  a  miniftry,  by  fomething  weaker 
than  that  which  was  already  fup- 
pofed  to  have  attained  the  utmoft 
poflible  point  of  debility  ;  perfons, 
whofe  defers  are  notorious,  and 
whofe  very  apology  is  ftiameful ; 
who  offer  us  their  intolerance  and 
court  favour  as  fubftitutes  for  all 
the  qualities  that  ought  to  belong 
to  an  Englifh  adminiftration.  It 
is  time  to  try  fome  other  remedy 
before  the  laft  agony  comes  on.  If 
this  empire  is  to  be  deftroyed,  let 
it  not  be  under  the  reign  of  thefe 
Auguftuli.  Let  its  end  be  worthy 
of  a  ftate  which  has  achieved 
great  adions  and  produced  great 
men.  If  we  fall,  let  us  fall  with 
dignity/* 

This  was  by  much  the  ableft 
fpeech  delivered  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debate,  and  the  length  of  our 
abftrad  renders  it  the  lefs  neceffary 
that  we  fhould  particularly  dwell 
upon  thofe  of  the  oppofition  leaders, 
who  fucceflively  took  up  the  fame 
line  of  argument  and  invedive,and, 
for  the  moft  part,  with  little  va¬ 
riation.  Mr.  Ponfonby  fpoke  at 
great  length,  and  efpecially  advert¬ 
ed  to  the  inaufpicious  and  ill- 
omened  appointment  of  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham  to  the  command  of  our  army,  an 
officer  of  whom  we  knew  nothing 
more  than  that  he  had  once  been 
Vol*  LII.  or  Vol.  X.  New 


at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  where 
fuch  had  been  his  lazy  difcharge  of 
the  duties  of  that  office,  that  even 
his  own  brother,  the  minifter,  could 
not  fuffer  the  functions  of  the  ftate 
to  fleep  beneath  his  indolence.  Lord 
Caftlereagh  defended  the  feledion 
of  the  Scheldt,  as  not  merely  the 
beft  but  in  fad  alinoft  the  only 
point  of  attack  that  at  that  time 
prefented  itfelf  to  us.  He  had  not 
been  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the 
climate  at  that  feafon  of  the  year, 
but  it  was  not  intended  that  the 
army  fhould  be  there  locked  up  for 
fuch  a  length  of  time.  The  objed 
was  not  the  mere  capture  of  Fluftu 
ing,  but  a  coup  de  main  againft  the 
naval  power  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the 
troops,  it  was  expeded,  would  be 
employed  in  the  dry  country,  be¬ 
tween  Walcheren  and  Bergen-op- 
Zoom.  In  the  meafure  of  evacua¬ 
ting  the  ifland,  he  had  had  no 
fhare.  Before  the  return  of  Lord 
Chatham,  he  found  himfelf  to  have 
been  in  a  fituation  of  which  he  was 
unconfcious,  and  had  felt  it  neeef- 
fary  to  retire  from  office.  Mr. 
Canning  acknowledged  that  he 
could  not  agree  with  thofe  who  re¬ 
prefen  ted  that  the  calamitous  failure 
of  the  main  objcd  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  was  in  fome  degree  alleviated 
by  the  partial  fuccefs  which  had 
been  obtained.  He  never  fuppofed 
that  Flufhing  and  Walcheren  were 
objeds  adequate  to  fuch  prepara¬ 
tions  and  expenfe ;  but  he  did  think 
that  the  poffeflion  of  the  naval  arfe- 
nal  at  Antwerp  would  have  been 
of  the  firft  importance  as  a  Britifh 
objed ;  and  that  no  othe-r  point 
could  have  been  chofen,  in  which 
the  force  it  v.as  in  the  power  of 
the  country  to  land,  could  render 
more  fervice  to  the  common  eaufe. 
It  had  been  argued,  that  the  troops 
;ries.  [B]  fhould 
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fhould  have  been  Tent  to  the  north 
of  Germany  .  But  the  only  circurn- 
ftances  in  which  juftice  would  allow 
us  to  interfere  in  continental  infur- 
reftionswere,  firft,  if  the  people  of 
any  country,  having  well  weighed 
their  peculiar  circumftanees,  fhould 
determine  that  it  was  better  to  run 
the  extremeft  dangers  of  war,  than 
fubrnit  to  the  degree  of  oppreffion 
under  which  they  laboured  j  or 
again,  in  the  cafe  that  we  could 
fend  large  armies,  which  were 
themfelves  nearly  a  match  for  the 
ftrengthof  the  enemy,  and  which  we 
were  willing  to  commit  as  fully  as 
the  country  itfelf  was  to  be  com¬ 
mitted,  which  we  came  to  affift. 
But  neither  of  the  cafes  applied  in 
this  inftance.  It  wsould  have  been 
moft  unjuft  to  the  people  of  Ger¬ 
many,  to  have  ftimulated  them  to 
infur  reft  ion,  without  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  fupport  them  to  the  ntmoft 
and  it  would  have  been  moft  impo¬ 
litic  to  have  come  to  fuch  a  deter¬ 
mination  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
Europe. 

Mr.  Whitbread  particularly  ani¬ 
madverted  upon  the  manner  in 
which  the  prefent  adminiftration 
had  been  formed;  he  ridiculed  Lord 
Wellefley’s  million  to  Spain. “What 
had  he  done  when  he  got  there  ? 
Why,  he  went  through  the  mum¬ 
mery  of  dancing  upon  the  French 
Hag.  He  did  more ;  he  viftted 
the  junta,  went  through  all  the 
routine  of  etiquette  and  politics, 
made  a  fpeech  about  reform,  took 
his  glafs  after  dinner,  and  religi¬ 
on  11  y  toafted  the  Pope.’ 5  He  ex- 
preffed  no  hope  about  Spain,  and 
declared  that  peace  fhould  be  the 
cry  of  the  nation.  Mr.  Perceval, 
in  reply  to  what  had  been  faid 
refpefting  the  late  minifterial 
changes,' obferved,  that  feeling  the 


higheft  refpeft  for  the  abilities 
both  of  Mr.  Canning  and  Lord 
Caftlereagh,  he  had  afted  from  an 
anxious  defire  to  fecure  to  the 
country  the  fervices  of  both.  He 
had  never  partaken  in  any  opinion 
of  the  inability  of  his  noble  friend, 
whom  he  thought  as  able  and  as 
efficient  a  minifter  as  the  office 
which  he  filled  ever  paffeffed. 
With  refpeft  to  the  late  offers  to 
Lords  Grey  and  Grenville,  he  had 
made  them  by  his  Majefty’s  com¬ 
mand.  It  was  intended  that  the 
nomination  of  the  firft  lord  of  the 
treafury  fhould  have  b^en  left  for 
them.  It  was  a  fituation  which 
he  himfelf  did  not  defire  ;  and  if  he 
had  afterwards  accepted  it,  it  was 
principally  becaufe  he  felt  himfelf 
bound  not  to  fuffer  his  fovereign 
to  be  diftated  to,  or  left  without 
a  minifter.  He  deprecated  the 
language  in  which  Mr.  Whitbread 
had  fpoken  of  Spain  ;  and  expreffed 
his  perfuafion,  that  neither  in  anci¬ 
ent  nor  modern  hiftory  could  an, 
example  be  found  of  a  country 
maintaining  a  conteft  like  that 
which  this  if  degraded”  Spain, 
and  this  “  degraded*'  Spanifh  go¬ 
vernment  had  fo  long  fupported. 
When  the  houfe  divided,  the  num¬ 
bers  were  for  the  amendment,  1 67  ; 
againft  it,  263.  The  friends  of 
Lord  Sidmouth  in  both  houfes 
voted  with  the  majority  on  this 
occafion,  with  a  refervation  of 
their  opinion  refpefting  the  con- 
duft  of  adminiftration. 

The  debate  was  in  fome  meafure 
revived  on  the  bringing  up  of  the 
addrefs  on  the  25th,  when  Sir  F» 
Burdett  took  occafion  to  declaim, 
in  his  ufual  manner,  againft  both 
parties,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of 
our  aftual  policy,  both  foreign 
and  domeftic,  declaring  his  eon- 
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vidion  that  nothing  but  a  ge¬ 
neral  and  radical  reform  could  fave 
the  country.  Mr.  Whitbread 
moved  an  amendment,  pledging 
the  houfe  to  the  adoption  of  an 
economical  revifion  of  our  expendi¬ 
ture,  which  was  refilled  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  and, 
on  a  divifion,  loll  by  a  majority 
of  41. 

On  the  following  day,  Lord 
Liverpool  propofed  in  the  upper 
houfe  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Talavera.  Lords  Suffolk  and 
Grofvenor  objeded  to  it.  The 
latter  juftly  obferved,  in  reference 
to  the  title  that  had  been  granted 
to  Sir  A.  Wellefley,  that  it  was 
important  that  the  peerage  fhould 
not  be  bellowed  on  perfons  of  in¬ 
adequate  fortunes,  becaufe,  though 
no  bad  confequences  might  follow 
while  the  individual  lived,  the  de- 
fed  of  fortune  was  likely  to  ren¬ 
der  his  fucceffors  dependent  on 
the  crown.  Lord  Grey  declared, 
he  could  fee  nothing  in  the  battle 
of  Talavera  which  entitled  it  to 
the  charader  of  a  vidory.  To 
prove  a  vidory,  it  was  neceffary 
tofhew  either  that  the  objed  con¬ 
tended  for  had  been  gained,  that 
the  enemy’s  army  had  been  dif- 
perfed,  that  prifoners  had  been 
taken,  or  that  fome  decilive  ad¬ 
vantage,  with  a  view  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  objed  of  the  campaign  had 
been  achieved.  There  was  no 
fuch  circumflance  obfervable  in  the 
affair  in  queftion.  Nor  could  he 
agree  that  Lord  Wellington  had 
difplayed  any  great  fkill  in  the 
difpofitions  he  made  during  the 
battle.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thought  them  in  many  refpeds 
very  faulty.  Under  thefe  feelings, 
he  felt  himfelf  reludantiy  compel¬ 
led  to  oppofe  the  motion.  Lord 
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Wellefley  ably  and  warmly  defend¬ 
ed  his  gallant  brother,  affirming 
that  independent  of  the  fkill,  bra¬ 
very  and  perfeverance  evinced  in 
the  adion,  Lord  Wellington  had 
the  merit  of  having  arrefted  the 
progrefs  of  the  French  armies  into 
the  fouth  of  Spain,  and  procured  an 
interval  for  the  organization  and 
improvement  of  the  defence  of 
Portugal.  Lord  Grenville  con¬ 
tended  that  even  a  vidory,  if  at¬ 
tended  with  calamitous  confe¬ 
quences,  was  undefer  ving-  of 
thanks.  Before  he  could  decide 
on  the  queftion  of  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton’s  merits,  his  condud  fhould  be 
examined  as  conneded  with  the 
plans  of  the  government  at  home, 
and  with  the  ftate  of  the  country 
he  was  fent  to  fupport.  But  for 
this,  information  was  wanting. 
The  vote  was  carried  without  a 
divifion. 

In  the  commons,  a  fimi-  p  ^ 
lar  vote  was  moved  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  oppofed  by  Lord  Milton,  Mr. 
Vernon,  General  Tarleton,  and 
Mr.  Whitbread,  who  obferved, 
that  the  engagement  was  a  re- 
pulfe,  rather  than  a  vidory  ;  and 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  or  fubfequent  arrangements 
of  Lord  Wellington,  which  merit¬ 
ed  the  thanks  of  the  houfe.  Mr. 
Windham,  however,  affirmed  that 
he  had  heard  no  arguments  to  di- 
veft  him  of  the  opinion  that  the 
battle  of  Talavera  was  a  glorious 
vidory.  He  feared  we  had  got 
too  much  military  fpecial  plead¬ 
ing,  that  would  argue  merely  on 
the  refult,  not  the'  valour  and  ge- 
neralfhip  fhewn.  But,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  the  unproductive  confe¬ 
quences  were  not  to  be  put  in  corn- 
par  Ton  with  the  military  glory 
[B  1 ]  we 
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we  had  obtained,  which  was  of  in¬ 
finitely  more  fervice  to  the  nation 
at  large  than  the  capture  of  a  fugar 
illand.  Ten  or  fifteen  years  ago 
our  army  was  confidered  as  nought; 
it  was  thought  on  the  continent, 
that  we  might  dofomething  at  fea, 
that  we  were  a  kind  of  fea  animal. 
Our  achievements  in  Egypt  firft 
entitled  us  to  the  name  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  power ;  the  battle  of  Maida 
confirmed  it ;  and  he  would  not 
give  the  victories  of  Vimeira,  Ta¬ 
la  vera,  and  Corunna,  for  a  whole 
archipelago  of  fugar  iflands.  The 
prevailing  feeling  of  the  houfe  was 
in  accordance  with  that  expreffed 
by  Mr.  Windham,  and  the  oppo¬ 
nents  to  the  vote  did  not  attempt 
to  divide  the  houfe  upon  it. 

The  fubjedt  was  renewed  on  the 
1 6th  of  February,  when  the  houfe 
formed  itfelf  into  a  committee  upon 
the  meffage  which  his  majefty  had 
fent  down,  relative  to  the  grant  of 
an  annuity  of  2000/.  a  year  to 
Lord  Wellington.  Mr.  Perceval 
moved  that  a  penfion  to  that 
amount  be  fettled  on  the  noble  ge¬ 
neral,  and  the  two  next  heirs  of  his 
title  in  fucceflion.  He  obferved, 
that  independent  of  the  late  cam¬ 
paign  in  Spain,  Lord  Wellington 
derived  from  his  previous  fervices 
ftrong  acceffary  grounds  of  claim 
to  his  prefent  honours,  and  to  the 
provifion  which  it  was  propofed 
(hould  accompany  them.  That 
provifion  was  precifely  what  had 
been  given  in  the  cafes  of  Lords 
Lake,  Duncan,  Hutchinfon,  and 
Collingwood,  and  though  difin- 
clined  to  take  upon  him  the  invi¬ 
dious  office  of  entering  into  idle 
comparifons,  it  was  upon  the 
ftrengthof  thefe  inftanceshe  (hould 
reft  the  defence  of  the  proportion 
of  penfion  he  had  propofed.  Mr. 


Calcraft  oppofed  the  propofiuctrr 
which  he  affirmed  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  merely  to  pay  his  court  to 
Lord  Wellefley.  The  advance  of 
Lord  Wellington  to  a  pofition  in 
which  his  army  was  in  danger  of 
ftarving,  unlefs  he  fhould  fight 
againft  fuperior  numbers,  or  make 
a  difgraceful  flight,  was,  he  aflum- 
ed,  a  great  military  error.  The 
hon.  gentleman  further  expreffed 
his  alarm  to  hear  that  Lord  Wel¬ 
lington  had  declared  he  could  de¬ 
fend  Portugal  with  50,000  men, 
provided  30,000  of  them  were  Bri- 
ti(h.  All  he  knew  was,  that  if  the 
French  were  in  earned  in  their  de- 
fign  upon  Portugal,  before  three 
months  the  noble  lord  and  his  army 
would  be  in  England. 

Mr.  Lyttleton  thought  that  his 
hon.  friend,  (Mr.  Calcraft)  went 
too  far  in  faying  that  Lord  Wel¬ 
lington  might  in  time  become  an 
excellent  officer.  He  had  unques¬ 
tionably  (hewn  himfelf  already  to 
be  not  an  excellent  merely,  but  a 
mod  diftinguiffied  officer.  The 
grant  propofed,  however,  he 
thought  unneceffary,  and  (hould 
oppofe  it,  General  Crawford  fpoke 
in  terms  of  the  warmed  admiration 
of  Lord  Wellington,  and  this,  he 
affirmed,  was  the  univerfal  feeling 
of  the  army.  He  expofed  the  in¬ 
accuracy  of  fome  of  Mr.  Calcraft’s 
military  criticifms,  and  defended 
the  whole  fcheme  and  conduct  of 
the  late  campaign.  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  (in  reference  tofomething 
which  had  dropped  from  Gen. 
Crawford)  obferved,  that  if  Lord 
Wellington  deliberately  had 
brought  himfelf  into  difficulty  ol* 
debt,  it  (hould  be  recolleded  that 
the  people  alfo  had  debts,  and  i& 
was  therefore  neceffary  that  not  a 
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fnCpente  fhotild  be  demanded  of 
them  without  eftablifhing  the  claim 
of  a  ftrong  neceflity.  With  refpeCt 
to  the  military  part  of  the  queftion 
he  had  no  opinion  ;  he  could  only 
fay  that  the  refult  was  failure  as 
complete  as  failure  could  be.  But 
even  admitting  the  propriety  of 
granting  a  reward  to  Lord  Wel¬ 
lington,  he  afked  why  {hould  that 
not  be  adminiftered  from  the  pa¬ 
tronage  of  government  ?  When  it 
was  propofed  to  do  away  linecures 
and  penfions,  the  defence  was  that 
fervices  mufl  be  rewarded  ;  but  as 
foon  as  fervices  were  performed, 
the  burden  of  remuneration  was 
invariably  thrown  upon  the  people. 

Mr.  Fuller  ftated  his  regret, 
that  a  man  who  had  won  fourteen 
battles,  and  who  was  perhaps  as 
great  a  hero  as  Belleijley  or  any 
other  that  could  be  mentioned, 
Ihould  be  grudged  fuch  a  paltry 
confideration.  Alluding  to  what 
Mr.  Lyttleton  had  faid,  that  he 
fought  no  place,  he  begged  leave 
to  offer  him  a  piece  of  advice,  and 
that  was,  that  if  he  spoke  one  way 
and  voted  another,  by  G-d  neither 
fide  would  employ  him.  Mr. 
Whitbread  did  not  objeCl  to  Lord 
Wellington’s  being  rewarded,  but 
to  the  mode  of  rewarding  him. 
Why  had  not  the  vacant  govern¬ 
ment  of  Portfmouth  been  given  to 
him  ?  If  it  be  obje&ed,  that  he 
was  liable  to  be  fent  out  of  the 
country,  he  obferved  that  Junot, 
when  fighting  againft  him,  was  at 
the  fame  time  governor  of  Paris, 
and  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Portfmouth  (hould  not 
be  oppofed  to  the  governor  of 
Paris.  He  difapproved  of  the  little 
account  which  Lord  Wellington, 
in  his  defpatch,  feemed  to  make  of 
'the  Spaniards,  when  in  the  fame 


['21 

defpatch,  mention  was  made  no 
lefs  than  five  times,  of  Spanifh 
troops  charging  with  Britifh,  and 
he  believed  that  the  Spaniards  had, 
in  fad,  loft  1 200  men  in  the  bat¬ 
tle.  He  thought  too,  that  it  de¬ 
tracted  a  little  from  his  greatnefs 
of  mind,  to  characterize  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Wilfon  as  merely  a  partizam, 
Mr.  Wellefley  Pole  obferved,  that 
his  brother  had  never  fought  for  or 
expeCted  a  peerage  ;  infomuch  that 
when  his  Majefty  was  about  to 
raife  him  to  that  rank,  he  (Mr. 
W.  P.)  had  the  awkward  talk  of 
ehufing  a  title  without  any  docu¬ 
ment  or  hint  of  what  title  his  bro¬ 
ther  would  prefer.  With  refpeCl 
to  his  circumftanccs,  he  could  ftate 
from  a  letter  written  fince  he  had 
obtained  the  title,  that  when  he 
came  from  India,  he  had  42  or 
43,000/.  Of  this  fum  he  had  now 
about  40,000/.  half  of  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  6000I.  her  own  for¬ 
tune,  was  fettled  on  Lady  Wellef- 
ley.  Mr.  Wilber  force  deprecated 
the  illiberality  of  oppofing  the 
propofed  grant,  as  not  lefs  unjuft: 
than  impolitic,  and  afked  whether, 
if  Lord  Wellington  had  devoted 
the  confefledly  great  talents  which 
belonged  to  him,  to  the  bar,  or  any 
other  liberal  purfuit,  he  would  not 
have  rendered  them  infinitely  more 
produClive?  Mr.  Windham  op¬ 
pofed  the  motion,  not  on  account 
of  any  demerit  in  the  noble  lord, 
but  he  afked,  what  greater  honour 
they  could  have  beftowed  on  him, 
if  by  the  battle  of  Talavera  he  had 
decided  the  fate  of  Spain.  If  they 
lavifhed  their  honours  thus,  and 
he  was  to  take  two  fteps  more,  the 
court  calendar  would  not  contain 
him.  Mr.  Canning  obferved,  that 
if  the  fyftem  of  beftowing  the 
peerage  was  to  be  entirely  changed, 
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and  the  houfe  of  lords  to  be  peopled 
only  by  the  fucceffors  to  hereditary 
honours,  Lord  Wellington  cer¬ 
tainly  would  not  be  found  there. 
But  he  would  not  do  that  noble 
body  the  injuftice  to  fuppofe  that 
it  was  a  mere  ftagnant  lake  of  col¬ 
lected  honours,  but  that  it  was  oc- 
cafionally  to  be  refrefhed  by  new 
ft  reams.  Upon  a  division  the  ayes 
were  found  213,  the  noes  106.  A 
petition  againft  the  penfion  was 
fubfequently  prefented  by  the  City 

,  r  of  London,  and  Mr. 
e  *  2  Whitbread  moved  to  de¬ 
fer  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill 
for  it.  On  a  divifion,  however, 
his  motion  was  rejected  by  106 
votes  to  36. 

The  inveftigation  refpeCting  the 
expedition  to  the  Scheldt  fo  en¬ 
tirely  engrofled  the  attention  of 
the  public,  that  the  affairs  of  Spain 
were  not  diredtly  brought  under 
the  confideration  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  during  the  remainder  of 
the  feflion.  When  the  correfpond- 
ence  relating  to  the  late  campaign 
in  that  country  was  laid  before 
parliament.  Lord  Grenville  called 
the  attention  of  the  upper  houfe  to 
certain  parts  of  it  which,  he  con¬ 
tended,  had  very  improperly  been 
made  public.  In  thefe  papers  were 
feveral  documents  of  a  private  and 
confidential  nature,  the  publication 
of  which  tended  to  compromife  the 
honour  and  character  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  to  betray  its  interefts  and  to 
endanger  the  lives  of  individuals. 
The  offenfive  paffages  alluded  to 
by  Lord  Grenville  conlifted  chiefly 
of  certain  animadverfions  in  Mr. 
Frere’s  defpatches  upon  the  charac¬ 
ter  and  conduCt  of  Cuefta,  Ve¬ 
negas,  Cevallos,  and  other  of  the 
Spanifh  generals  and  minifters,  and 
upon  the  junta  in  general  ;  but  his 


lordfhip  particularly  dwelt  upon 
the  publication  of  a  letter, evidently 
private,  from  the  Duke  of  Albu¬ 
querque  to  Mr.  Frere,  in  which 
that  nobleman  fpoke  of  the  general 
with  that  prevailed,  that  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  army  fhonld  be  taken 
from  Cuefla,  andupontheftatement 
which  appeared  in  Mr.  Frere’s 
correfpondence,  of  the  deliberate 
drowning  of  700  French  prifoners 
in  the  Minho.  To  prevent  fimi- 
lar  violations  of  decorum  and  con¬ 
fidence  on  the  part  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  he  moved  that  a  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  appointed  to  feleCt  and 
prepare  for  the  houfe,  the  papers 
concerning  Spain  aud  Portugal  not 
yet  delivered. 

The  Marquefs  Wellefley  ob- 
ferved  in  reply,  that  the  Spanifh 
government,  to  the  character  of 
which  thefe  papers  were  conceived 
to  be  fo  injurious,  had  diflfolved  by 
its  own  weaknefs  and  was  ac¬ 
tually  extinCt  before  the  time  of 
the  publication  objected  to.  With 
refpeCt  to  Mr.  Frere’s  remarks  tip- 
on  Cuefta,  he  would  challenge  the 
noble  lord  to  mark  a  Angle  point 
in  the  letter  concerning  that  gene¬ 
ral  which  was  not  publicly  known 
throughout  all  Spain,  and  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  opinion  of  every 
officer  and  foldier  in  the  Spanifti 
army.  Again,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Duke  of  Albuquerque’s  letter, 
there  was  not  a  fentiment  in  it 
which  that  illuftrious  perfon  had 
not  himfelf  publicly  and  loudly 
proclaimed  ;  and  fo  far  from  com¬ 
plaining  of  its  publication,  the 
duke,  he  was  confident,  would 
heartily  rejoice  at  it.  Another 
cafe  alluded  to  was,  that  of  M. 
Barrios,  who,  in  retaliation  of 
the  treatment  infliCled  on  fome 
Spanifh  prifoners  by  a  French  ge¬ 
neral, 
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netal,  had  caufed  700  French  pri- 
foners  to  be  driven  into  the  Minho. 
The  fad;  was  notorious ;  it  had 
been  publifhed  in  all  the  Spanifh 
and  French  gazettes,  and  Barrios 
himfeif  had  loudly  boafted  of  it  at 
Seville.  The  noble  marquefs  then 
corrected  fame  other  mifapprehen- 
lions  into  which  Lord  Grenville 
had  fallen  ;  he  affirmed  that  the 
noble  lord  had  betrayed  the  utmoft 
ignorance  with  refped  to  every 
point  upon  which  he  had  touched, 
and  flood  convided  either  of  not 
having  read  the  papers  on  the  ta¬ 
ble,  or,  if  he  had  read  them,  of 
not  underftanding  them.  He  t  ruff¬ 
ed  the  houfe  would  fpurn  the  im¬ 
putations  which  had  been  caft  on 
zninifters,  and  that,  above  all, 
that  they  would  rejed  a  motion 
which  would  deprive  them  of  that 
full  information  on  the  affairs  of 
Spain  which  alone  could  guide  their 
future  decifions  refpeding  that 
country.  In  thefe  papers,  and 
thofe  which  were  yet  to  be  pro¬ 
duced,  it  would  be  feen  that  the 
weaknefs,  the  diffenfions,  and  the 
corruptions  of  the  Spanifb  officers 
and  government  were  the  real 
caufes  of  all  the  calamities  which 
bad  befallen  the  Spanifh  nation  ; 
and  that  knowledge  would  furnifli 
the  grounds  of  a  better  fyflem  of 
policy  for  Spain,  and  perhaps  for 
England,  her  ally.  Lord  Grey 
defended  the  motion  of  his  noble 
friend,  and  repeated  his  alTertious 
and  arguments.  The  motion  it- 
felf,  however,  was  negatived  with¬ 
out  a  divifion. 

The  only  occafion  in  which  the 
condufl  of  Spanifh  affairs  was 
brought  immediately  before  parlia¬ 
ment,  was  on  the  8th  of  June, 
when  the  Marquefs  of  Lanfdowne 
(late  Lord  Henry  Petty)  moved 
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two  refolutions,  importing,  firft, 
“  that  in  the  late  campaign  in 
Spain,  the  fafety  of  an  army  was 
impro  violently  and  ufelefsly  rifked, 
without  ground  on  which  to  ex- 
pe£t  any  good  refill t  and  fe- 
condly,  that  minifters  had  en¬ 
tered  upon  this  campaign  without 
previoufly  procuring  the  neceffary 
information  which  the  moft  ob¬ 
vious  policy  required,  and  that  the 
refult  of  this  rafhnefs  and  ignorance 
was  moft  calamitous  to  the  coun¬ 
try.  "  The  noble  marquefs,  at 
confiderable  length,  went  through 
the  whole  details  of  the  campaign. 
From  the  papers  on  the  table,  he 
faid,  it  appeared,  that  our  army 
was  fent  to  co-operate  with  a  ge¬ 
neral  unfit  to  command,  and  fuf- 
pefted  of  meditating  a  feriousplan 
of  revenge  againft  his  government, 
and  to  depend  for  their  neceffary 
fupplies  on  a  government  the  worft 
that  exifted.  The  refult  was  what 
might  have  been  expedted.-  The 
battle  of  Talavera,  which,  what¬ 
ever  he  might  think  of  the  policy 
that  led  to  it,  he  could  not  but 
contemplate  as  a  proud  monument 
of  glory  to  the  general  who  com¬ 
manded,  and  the  foldiers  who  a- 
chieved  it,  had  led  only  to  retreat 
and  difafter.  The  Spanifh  troops 
had  fhewn  themfelves  utterly  unfit 
for  effectual  co-operation.  Our 
army  had  fuftained  every  foecies 
of  misfortune  ;  they  had  been  in 
want  of  bread,  and  neceffaries  of 
every  defcription,  and  were  finally 
encamped  on  a  moft  unwholefome 
fituation,  where  thoufands  who 
had  furvived  the  battle  and  fatigues 
were  fv/ept  away  by  ficknefs ;  nine 
thoufand  men  were  unfit  for  duty 
in  November,  aud  nearly  as  many 
in  January.  With  refpedl  to  the 
mifcondudi  of  the  Spanifh  troops, 
[  B  4]  Lord 
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Lord  Lanfdowne  obferved,  that  it 
implied  no  reflection  on  the  Spanifli 
national  character,  but  on  the  falfe 
fyftem  which  had  been  adopted  of 
forming  the  people  into  regular 
armies,  when  long  and  inveterate 
habits  had  unfitted  them  for  any 
fuch  fervice.  They  had,  in  other 
cafes,  difplayed  aCts  of  the  moft 
fplendid  heroifm  ever  recorded.  It 
was  Spanifli  valour  which  had  con¬ 
verted  the  walls  of  Saragofta  and 
Gerona  into  fortifications  almoft 
impregnable ;  but  it  was  not  this 
partial  energy  and  animation  which 
would  enable  them,  as  armies,  to 
meet  the  greateft  military  force  in 
Europe,  commanded  by  the  moft 
fkilful  generals ;  it  was  impoffible 
to  expe<ft  this  from  a  people  merely 
difpofed  to  be  free,  but  not  having 
before  enjoyed  that  freedom  which 
would  fit  them  for  fuch  a  ftruggle. 
Their  difafters  were  attributable 
not  to  the  mifconduCI  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  but  to  the  folly  of  thofe  who 
could  fuppofe  that  a  junta  of  per- 
fons,  put  together  in  any  manner, 
compofed  a  government,  or  that  a 
crowd  of  men,  colleded  in  any 
way,  formed  an  army.  Still  he  was 
ready  to  confide  in  the  Spanifli 
people,  and  to  believe  that  much 
might  yet  be  done  by  their  efforts. 

Lord  Wellefley  rofe  in  reply. 
He  contended  that  fo  little  was  it 
true  that  minifters  had  omitted  to 
fuggeft  improvements  in  the  frame 
of  the  Spanifli  government,  the 
documents  on  the  table  indifputably 
proved,  that  they  had  negleded 
no  opportunity  of  prefling  on  the 
Spanifli  authorities  the  necefiity  of 
adopting  every  meafure  with  that 
view.  From  the  very  beginning, 
both  Mr.  Frere  and  Mr.  Stuart  hand 
exerted  every  endeavour  which  it 
was  poffibie  to  make,  to  promote 


that  objeft,  without  incurring  the 
rifk  of  difturbing  the  harmony  of 
the  alliance.  He  defended  the  po¬ 
licy  of  Lord  Wellington’s  advance 
into  Spain,  and  (hewed  that  his 
fubfequent  retreat  was  occafioned 
by  circumftances  over  which  nei¬ 
ther  the  Britifli  government,  nor 
the  Britifli  commander  could  pof- 
fibly  have  any  control.  The  re- 
fult,  however,  of  the  campaign, 
he  (aid,  was  neither  fo  fatal  norfo 
fruitlefs  as  had  been  reprefented. 
Portugal  had  been  delivered,  and 
a  breathing- time  afforded  for  the 
improvements  of  the  refources  of 
that  country,  infomuch  that  fhe 
had  now  a  refpe&able  army,  per¬ 
fectly  well  calculated,  in  its  difei- 
pline  and  equipment,  to  co-operate 
with  our  own.  Another  refult  of 
thefe  operations  was  the  evacuation 
of  Gallicia,  and  the  recovery  of 
the  fleet  and  arfenal  of  Ferrol. 
The  noble  marquefs  proceeded  to 
affirm,  that  had  the  plan  which,  in 
conjunftion  with  his  brother,  he 
had  recommended  to  the  junta,  been 
adopted,  he  was  convinced  that 
the  French  would  not  have  been 
able  to  enter  Andalufia.  This  ad¬ 
vice  was,  that  the  Spanifh  armies 
fhould  be  employed  for  defenfive 
purpofes  only,  and  that  they  fhould 
ftudioufly  avoid  regular  battles. 
This  fyftem  was  to  be  adopted  by 
the  armies  of  Del  Parque  and 
Areizaga,  while  another  under  Al¬ 
buquerque,  took  up  a  pofition  in 
Eftremadura,  and  the  Britifli  troops 
crofted  the  Tagus,  and  covered 
Ciudad  Rodrigo. 

Lord  Wellefley  then  adverted  to 
the  general  queftion  of  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  the  Peninfula  war,  and 
contended  that,  befide  every  other 
motive  of  honour  and  of  intereft, 
by  which  we  were  called  upon  to 

fecond 
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feeond  the  efforts  of  the  Spaniards, 
the  importance  of  keeping  out  of 
the  hands  of  Buonaparte  the  naval 
means  of  Spain,  was  alone  fufficient 
to  juftify  our  incurring  all  the  rilk 
and  expenfe  of  the  conteft.  The 
views  of  Napoleon,  in  his  attempt 
to  fubjugate  Spain,  were  obvious 
to  the  moft  fuperficial  obfervers. 
The  old  government  had  placed  at 
his  difpofal  the  various  refources 
of  that  country,  but  the  old  go¬ 
vernment  was  feeble  and  effete  ; 
and  however  fubfervient  to  his 
will,  he  knew  it  was  an  inftrument 
which  he  could  not  pitch  to  the 
tone  of  his  defigns.  He  therefore 
refolved  to  feize  upon  the  whole 
peninfula,  and  to  eftablifh  in  it  a 
government  of  his  own.  He  may 
have  been  prompted  to  this  partly 
by  his  hatred  of  the  Bourbon  race, 
partly  by  the  cravings  of  an  infati- 
able  ambition,  partly  by  the  vain 
defire  of  fpreading  his  dynafty  over 
Europe,  partly  by  mere  vanity  ; 
but  his  great  obje<fl  was,  that  he 
might  wield  with  new  vigour  the 
naval  and  colonial  refources  of 
Spain,  to  the  detrirnent  of  Great 
Britain.  This  alone  could  fuit  the 
vaftnefs  of  his  defign  ;  this  alone 
could  promife  to  gratify  his  hatred 
of  the  Britifh  name.  There  were 
no  means,  however  unprincipled, 
which  the  tyrant  would  fcruple  to 
employ  for  the  attainment  of  his 
ends :  to  him  force  and  fraud  were 
alike — force,  that  would  Hoop  to 
all  the  bafe  artifices  of  fraud ; 
fraud,  that  would  come  armed 
with  all  the  fierce  violence  of 
force.  His  objeft  is  univerfal  do¬ 
minion.  England  alone  Hands  in 
the  way  of  the  accompliftiment  of 
that  objeft;;  and  England  he  has 
therefore  refolved  to  Hr  ike  down 
and  extirpate.  How  then  were 
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thefe  daring  proje&s  to  be  met  ? 
How,  but  by  cherifhing,  wherever 
it  may  be  found,  but  particularly 
in  the  peninfula,  a  fpirit  of  refift- 
ance  to  the  ufurpations  of  France. 

If  we  have  faved  the  navy  of  Por¬ 
tugal  ;  if  we  have  faved  the  Spanifti 
(hips  at  Ferrol ;  if  we  have  ena¬ 
bled  the  Portuguefe  government  to 
emigrate  to  their  colonies ;  if  we 
have  fucceeded  in  yet  fecuring  the 
naval  and  colonial  refources,  both 
of  Portugal  and  Spain,  how  have 
thefe  important  obje&s  been 
achieved,  but  by  fermenting,  in 
both  thefe  kingdoms,  a  fpirit  of 
refiHance  to  the  ambition  of  Buo¬ 
naparte  ?  To  this  end  mu  ft  all  our 
efforts  be  now  directed  ;  this  is  the 
only  engine  which  now  remains 
for  us  to  work,  in  oppofition  to  his 
gigantic  defigns.  Why  then  fhould 
we  depart  from  this  falutary  line 
of  policy  ?  I  can  difcover  nothing 
in  the  afpeft  of  Spanifh  affairs  that 
wears  any  thing  like  the  hue  and 
complexion  of  defpair.  If  indeed 
it  had  appeared  that  this  fpirit  be¬ 
gan  to  languifh  in  the  bofom  of 
Spaniards  ;  if  mifearriages,  difaf- 
ters  and  defeats,  had  been  obferv- 
ed  to  damp  the  ardour,  and  break 
down  the  energies  of  the  Spanifti 
mind  ;  then  might  it  be  believed 
that  further  afliftance  in  their  caufe 
would  be  unavailing.  But  fortu¬ 
nately  for  this  country,  not  only 
is  there  life  in  Spain,  but  her  pa¬ 
triotic  heart  continues  to  beat  high. 
The  generous  and  exalted  fenti- 
ments  which  firft  prompted  us  to 
lend  our  aid  to  the  caufe  of  Spain, 
fhould  therefore  be  ftill  maintained 
in  full  force,  and  fhould  ftill  infpi- 
rit  us  to  continue  that  aid  to  the 
laft  moment  of  her  refiftance.’' 

Lord  Moira  declared,  that  much 
as  he  wifhed  for  the  faceefs  of  the 
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Spanifh  caufe,  yet  if  it  were  meant 
to  manage  matters  as  miniflers  had 
hitherto  done,  his  conviction  was, 
that  it  would  be  better  at  once  to 
bring  our  troops  away  from  the 
peninfula  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  de¬ 
claimed  any  difpofition  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  defertion  of  Spain  while 
any  chance  of  fuccefs  remained. 
On  the  contrary,  he  would  afford 
every  poflible  aid  towards  combin¬ 
ing  and  concentrating  the  energies 
of  the  people,  with  a  view  to  the 
attainment  of  their  great  object ; 
for  independently  of  the  fentimental 
view  of  the  queflion,  the  fuccefs 
of  that  caufe  he  thought  vitally 
concerned  our  ownfecurity.  “  In 
fad,’’  faid  he,  ((  unlefs  fome  means 
are  contrived  to  alter  the  relative 
iituation  of  this  country  with  re- 
fped  to  France,  I  am  perfuaded 
that  the  war  cannot  go  on  long 
without  f ubjeCting  us  to  feme 
dreadfulcalamity.5’  Lord  Sid  mo  nth 
fpoke  very  much  to  the  fame  pur» 
pofe.  Though  he  difapproved  of 
the  condud  of  miniflers,  he  could 
not  fubferibe  to  the  motion  of  his 
noble  friend.  Miniflers,  he 
thought,  had  be.en  negligent  in 
procuring  information,  or  injudi¬ 
cious  in  applying  it  :  neverthelefs, 
lie  would  not  aflent  to  a  proportion 
that  implied  a  cenfure  upon  two 
fuch  able  officers  as  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton  and  Sir  John  Moore.  He 
praifed  Lord  Wellefl.ey,  and  re¬ 
gretted  that  he  had  been  fent  to 
Spain  too  late  to  be  of  ufe.  Still, 
however,  fuch  v/as  his  attachment 
to  the  caufe  of  that  country,  that 
he  could  never  allow  defpair  to 
check  his  hopes.  Lord  Rofslyn 
equally  inveighed  again!!  the  con- 
dud  of  miniflersin  Spain,  to  which 
he  attributed  all  our  difaflers  in 
the  peninfula.  He  contrafted  the 


condud  of  Lord  Wellington,  in 
advancing  from  Eftremadura,  with 
that  of  Lord  Chatham,  in  retreat¬ 
ing  from  Walcheren,  very  much 
to  the  advantage  of  the  magnani¬ 
mity  of  the  latter.  Lord  Holland 
affirmed,  that  thofe  who  approved 
of  our  interpofition  at  all  in  the 
caufe  of  Spain,  and  thofe  who  were 
interefled  in  the  fuccefs  of  that 
caufe,  muft  equally  condemn  the 
courfe  taken  by  miniflers.  If  in¬ 
deed  there  was  any  difference,  it 
mu  ft  be  on  the  part  of  the  friends 
to  Spain,  who  muft  feel  peculiarly 
mortified  by  the  difappointment  of 
their  wifhes  through  the  mif- 
judging  policy  of  thofe  miniflers  ; 
and  he  was  one  of  thofe  fo  morti¬ 
fied,  for  no  event  had  ever  excited 
a  more  lively  intereft  in  his  mind  ; 
not  even  the  dawn  of  the  French 
revolution.  Lord  Wellefley,  he 
thought,  ffeouid  have  been  fent  out 
earlier.  Neither  Mr.  Stuart  nor 
Mr.  Frere  had  adequate  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  arrangement  of  a  bet¬ 
ter  fyfteni  of  government  with  the 
Spanifh  authorities.  1  he  force 
fent  out  ought  to  have  been  great¬ 
er,  and  better  provifion  made  for 
its  fupply.  Lord  Holland,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  noble  lords  who  pre¬ 
ceded  him,  infilled  upon  the  im¬ 
portance  of  fupporting  Spain  to  the 
utmoft,  pointing  out  the  peculiar 
facilities  for  the  invafion  of  Ire¬ 
land,  which  the  ports  of  Cadiz  and 
Lifbon  were  calculated  to  afford. 
With  refpedl  to  New  Spain,  he 
thought,  that  if  the  mother  coun¬ 
try  fhould  fail  in  theftruggle,  we 
ought  to  prompt  the  eftablilhment 
of  a  fyftem  of  government  in  the  co¬ 
lonies,  fuch  as  good  ftatefmen  could 
alone  approve  of  in  any  country  ; 
namely,  a  fyftem  founded  upon  the 
opinions  and  willies  of  the  people. 

Neither 
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Neither  Lord  Grey  nor  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  fpoke  on  this  occafion.  On 
a  divilion,  there  were  for  Lord 
Lansdowne’s  refolutions,  contents 
33,  non-contents  65. 

There  occurred,  as  we  have  ob- 
ferved,  no  efpecial  debate  upon  this 
fubjed  in  the  commons,  though 
the  matter  was  incidentally  alluded 
to  in  all  the  difcuffions  which  re- 
fpeded  the  general  policy  and  con- 
dud  of  adminiftration.  In  fad, 
the  oppofition  feemed  fufficiently 
aware,  that  they  could  not,  on  this 
point,  make  out  a  cafe  of  common 
plaufibility  againft  their  adverfa- 
ries.  Our  failure  in  this  campaign, 
as  in  that  of  Sir  John  Moore,  arofe 
from  eircumftances  over  which  nei¬ 
ther  the  government  nor  the  gene¬ 
ral  could  exercife  any  material 
control.  A  fmall  body  of  troops 
may  often,  under  favourable  cir~ 
cumftances,  maintain  a  defenfive 
line  againft  very  fuperior  forces, 
but  the  examples  are  few,  or  none, 
when  fuch  a  force  has  ever  fucceff- 
fully  affumed  offenfive  operations 
againft  greater  numbers,  unlefs  in 
inftances  of  fignal  incapacity  on 
the  part  of  the  general  attacked,  or 
of  great  and  decided  inferiority  in 
the  quality  of  his  troops.  In  the 
cafe  of  the  Eftremadura  campaign, 
this  could  hardly  be  affirmed,  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  French  officers  or  of 
their  foldiers,  and  we  do  not  think 
that  it  was  poffible  that  any  mate¬ 
rial  or  decifive  fuccefs  could  have 
refulted  from  Lord  Wellington's 
advance.  Had  he  even  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  attack  Vidor  at  the  time 
that  he  wifhed,  and  when  nothing 
but  the  imbecile  obftinacy  of  Cu- 
efta  prevented  his  fo  doing,  there 
is  no  queftion  of  what  would  have 
been  the  iffue  of  the  day  ;  but  we 
cannot  fee  how  any  fuccefs  that 
lie  could  have  achieved  upon  that 
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occafion  would  have  precluded  the 
neceffity  of  his  eventual  retreat ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  intoxication 
of  victory  might  have  drawn  him 
too  far  in  purfuit  of  a  vanquiftied 
enemy,  and  enabled  the  corps  of 
Mortier,  Soult,  and  Ney,  to 
cut  off  his  return  to  Portugal. 
We  are  not  fure,  therefore, 
but  that,  confidering  the  cafe 
ftridly  according  to  the  rules  of 
military  expediency,  he  ought  not 
to  have  advanced.  At  the  fame 
time,  it  was  clearly  impoffible  for 
him  to  remain  inadive ;  and, 
under  the  exifting  ftate  of  popular 
feeling,  both  in  Spain  and  England, 
we  are  convinced  that  he  would 
have  fubjeded  himfelf  to  lefs  re¬ 
proach  by  the  lofs  of  his  whole 
army  in  a  daring  forward  move¬ 
ment,  than  by  confining  his  efforts 
to  the  mere  defence  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  frontier.  It  is  abfurd  to  fay 
that  a  confideration  like  this  ought 
not  to  enter  into  a  general’s  calcu¬ 
lations.  It  would  not  be  difficult 
to  fhew,  that  under  a  government 
fuch  as  ours,  a  regard  to  popular 
opinion  might,  in  particular  cir- 
cumftances,  adually  decide  the 
expediency  or  inexpediency  of  a 
military  movement,  and  at  any 
rate,  as  long  as  officers  are  men, 
they  mu  ft  be  influenced  by  a  con¬ 
fideration  which  affeds  them  on  a 
point  in  which  they  are  peculiarly 
fufceptible,  the  love  of  glory  and 
honourable  reputation.  We  are 
very  far,  however,  from  taking 
upon  ourfelves  to  fay  that  it  was 
upon  any  fuch  motive  that  Lord 
Wellington  commenced  the  opera¬ 
tions  in  queftion,  or  that  he  might 
not  in  fad  be  juftified  in  adopting 
it  from  circumftances  wholly  inde¬ 
pendent  of  any  fuch  confideration. 
It  was  obvioufly  important  to 
ftrike  a  blow  at  Vidor,  or  any 

other 
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other  feparate  French  corps ;  and 
this,  but  for  the  perverfenefs  of  the 
Spanilh  general,  would  indifputa- 
bly  have  been  done.  The  circum- 
ftances  too,  which  in  fad  did  pre¬ 
vent  the  following  up  of  the  refults 
already  obtained,  were  fuch  as  the 
Englifh  commander  could  not  have 
been  expeded  to  calculate  upon. 
He  could  not  have  known,  before 
he  experienced  it,  the  utter  ineffi¬ 
ciency  of  the  Spanifh  troops  in  the 
field,  nor  could  he  have  anticipated 
the  complete  deftitution  of  all  fup- 
ply,  which  fubfequently  paralyzed 
his  intended  operations. 

Of  the  blame  which  it  was  at¬ 
tempted  to  attach  to  government 
for  its  concern  in  the  inadequate 
refult  of  the  campaign,  the  only 
point  which  bears  even  the  fem- 
blance  of  juftice,  is  the  inefficient 
force  of  Lord  Wellington’s  army. 
To  this  it  has  been  replied,  that 


as  he  could  not  provifion  the  troop! 
which  he  had,  a  larger  number 
would  only  have  increafed  his  dif¬ 
ficulties  ;  and,  alfuming  the  fad, 
the  conclulion  certainly  feems  ine¬ 
vitable.  We  confefs,  however, 
our  inability  to  underftand  why  a 
difficulty  which  never  feems  to 
hand  in  the  way  of  a  French  army, 
however  numerous,  ITiouId  fo  per¬ 
petually  impede  the  movements  of 
an  Englifli  one.  We  are  far  from 
wifhing  to  introduce  into  ourcom- 
miffariat,  the  French  fyftem  of 
plunder  and  rapine  ;  but,  unquef- 
tionably,  the  gTeat  interefts  of  the 
war  fhould  be  confulted,  even  at 
the  expenfe  of  the  occalional  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  right  of  property,  when 
the  poffelfors  exert  that  right  to 
keep  from  thofe  who  come  to  de¬ 
fend  them,  thofe  neceffaries  which 
ultimately  fall  into  the  power  of 
their  lefs  fcrupulous  enemies. 


CHAP,  II. 

Lord  Porchefer  moves  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfey  to  enquire  into  the 
Con  duff  of  the  Walcheren  Expedition .  Mr,  Croker  contends  for  the  Expe¬ 
diency  of  a  Delay  for  a  Day  or  two ,  until  the  Production  of  the  Papers 
promifed  in  the  King’s  Speech,  Speeches  of  Mr.  Windhamy  Mr.  Whit- 
bready  Mr.  Ponfonbyy  Mr.  Tierney ,  Sir  Samuel  Romillyy  and  Mr. 
Wilberforcey  in  Support  of  the  Motion.  Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Stephen, 
oppofe  it.  It  is  carried  by  a  fmall  Majority .  Mr.  Yorke  enforces  the 
ji  a  n  ding  Order  for  the  Exclufon  of  Strangers  during  the  Sittings  of  the 
Committee.  Mr.  Sheridan’ s  Motion  ref  pelting  it.  Mr.  Windham  vindi¬ 
cates  the  Propriety  and  Necefjity  of  Mr.  Yorke’ s  Meafure.  Speeches  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  and  Mr.  Sheridan ,  ref  pelting  it.  The  Affair  of  Lord 
Chatham’ s  Reprfentation  to  the  King  noticed  by  Lord  Folkefone .  Made 
the  SubjeCi  of  a  fpecifi:  Motion  by  Mr.  Whitbready  who  moves  an  Ad- 
drefs  to  his  Majefty  refpeCiing  it.  Oppofcd  by  Mr.  Secretary  Rydery  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ,  and  Mr.  Stephen .  Supported  by  Mefs.  Pon - 
fonbyy  Mr.  Windham ,  and  Mr.  Canning.  The  Addrefs  is  carried.  The 
King’ s  Meffage  in  Reply.  Mr.  Whitbread  moves  certain  Refolutionsy  in¬ 
culpating  the  Conduit  of  Lord  Chatham  as  uncenjlitutional.  Minifters 
■move  the  p revives  Qjiefhn.  Long  Debate  on  the  Subject,  Mr.  Canning 

propsjes 
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Amendment ,  blaming  in  more  moderate  Terms  the  CmduB  of 

Lord  Chatham  rejigns.  Mr.  Yorke 
of  the  Exchequer.  Lofes  his  Seat  for  Cambridgejhire.  Is 
Firjl  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 


pvopofes  an 

Lord  Chatham ,  ax  hie  h  is  carried, 
is  made  Teller 
afterwards  made 

ON  the  26th  of  January,  three 
days  after  the  opening  of  the 
feffion,  Lord  Porchefter  rofe  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  to  move  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  failure 
of  the  late  expedition  to  the 
Scheldt.  The  enquiry  he  propofed 
fhould  be  conduced  by  the  whole 
houfe,  as  the  moll  eligible  mode 
of  effecting  an  inveftigation  of  fuch 
magnitude  and  importance.  If, 
faid  he,  we  examine  any  or  all  the 
campaigns  which  have  recently 
taken  place,  we  fhall  find  the  fame 
chara&eriftics  of  ignorance  and  im¬ 
becility,  the  fame  departure  from 
all  the  eftablifhed  principles  of 
found  practice  and  military  po¬ 
licy.  The  farther  we  advance, 
the  more  we  fee  of  tardinefs  of  pre¬ 
paration,  of  ignorance  in  conduct, 
of  imbecility  in  combination,  and 
of  confequent  failure  in  the  refult. 
After  going  through  the  feveral 
points  connected  with  the  policy 
and  progrefs  of  the  expedition, 
the  noble  Lord  adverted  to  the 
choice  which  minifters  had  made  of 
a  commander  to  direft  its  opera¬ 
tions.  He  did  not,  he  faid,  in¬ 
tend  to  blame  the  feledtion  ;  al¬ 
though  Lord  Chatham  was  not  one 
of  thofe  officers  whom  fame  had 
noticed  among  her  lift  of  heroes  ; 
although  he  was  not  one  of  thofe 
who  <(  in  camps  and  tented  fields 
had  bled  ;**  although  he  was  much 
more  familiar  with  the  gaieties  of 
London,  or  the  bufinefs  of  office, 
than  with  the  annals  of  military 
experience  and  glory,  yet  he  did 
not  complain  of  the  appointment. 


He  was,  in  fa£t,  the  moft  appro¬ 
priate  perfon  that  could  be  chofen. 
Abortive  and  impracticable  as  the 
plan  was,  it  would  have  been  a 
pity  to  have  expofed  the  character 
of  an  intelligent  experienced  officer 
to  facrifice,  by  rendering  him  re- 
fponfible  for  the  fuccefs  of  a  mea- 
fiire,  which  it  would  have  beefi 
impoffible  for  fuch  a  man  to  com¬ 
prehend  or  execute.  No ;  Lord 
Chatham  was  the  fitteft  man  for 
the  ftation.  This  ill-fated  expedi¬ 
tion  was  the  favourite  bantling  of 
minifters.  It  required  to  be  loi¬ 
tered  by  parental  partiality,  for  it 
could  have  no  claim  to  rational 
attachment.  Such  an  expedition 
could  be  underftood  by  themfelves 
alone,  and  one  of  themfelves  was 
alone  fitted  to  conduCt  it.  If  ever 
there  was  a  time,  he  continued, 
when  enquiry  was  neceffary  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  wifhes  of  the  public,  to 
confult  the  fafety  of  the  country, 
it  is  at  prefen  t,  when  the  crifis, 
alarming  in  itfelf,  is  rendered  ft  ill 
more  fo  by  the  fentiment  that  uni- 
verfally  prevails  with  regard  to 
thofe  to  whom  the  adminiftration 
of  our  government  is  connected. 
In  thefe  men  the  country  has  not, 
cannot  have  any  confidence  what¬ 
ever. 

Mr.  Windham  Quin  feconded 
the  motion.  After  fome  paufe  the 
queftion  was  called  for,  and  ftrang- 
ers  were  withdrawing,  when  Mr. 
Croker  rofe,  and  moved  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion.  He  had  liftened, 
he  faid,  with  much  pleafure,  to  the 
oratory  of  the  noble  lord ;  but 
good  oratory,  like  good  poetry, 

might 
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might  not  b&  the  worfe  for  a  little 
fidion.  Minifters  had  been  fpoken 
of  as  if  they  wifhed  to  elude  en¬ 
quiry,  and  to  fhelter  certain  indi¬ 
viduals  from  public  juftice.  But 
could  it  be  the  objed  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  fcreen  thofe  from  enquiry 
who  were  no  longer  members  of  it  ? 
Or  if  fo,  what  became  of  thofe  ani- 
mofities  which  had  been  fpoken  of 
as  exifting  in  the  late  cabinet?  He 
did  not  wilh  to  oppofe  enquiry,  he 
wilhed  merely  to  defer  it  till  thofe 
papers  which  his  Majefty  had  pro- 
mifed  to  lay  before  the  houfe, 
ftiould  enable  them  to  decide  whe¬ 
ther  enquiry  was  neceffary  or  not. 
Mr,  Bathurft,  who  had  voted 
againft  the  amendment  propofed  on 
the  firft  day  of  the  feflion,  fupport- 
ed  Lord  Porchefter’s  motion.  Mr. 
Fuller,  in  a  very  charaderiftic 
fpeech,  followed  on  the  fame  fide. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Hated,  that  the  documents  alluded 
to  in  the  King’s  fpeech,  would  be 
laid  before  the  houfe  by  Monday, 
and  contended,  that  it  was  hardly 
refpedful  to  his  Majefty  not  to 
wait  four  and  twenty  hours  for  the 
information  he  had  promifed  ;  to 
tell  the  fovereign,  in  effed,  that 
though  you  have  promifed  us  fatif- 
fadory  information,  we  anticipate 
that  your  information  will  not  be 
fatisfadory.  No  public  inconve¬ 
nience  could  poflibly  refult  from  fo 
trifling  a  delay.  But  to  gain  in¬ 
formation  was  not  the  objed  ;  a 
vote  againft  minifters  was  all  they 
wanted. 

Mr.  Windham  affirmed,  that  if 
ever  there  was  a  cafe  which  called 
for  the  unanimous  vote  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  late  difaftrous  campaign 
was  that  cafe.  Indeed,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  the  vote  ought  to  be  carried 
by  acclamation.  It  was  not  necef. 


fary  to  wait  for  papers  in  order  to 
determine  that  enquiry  was  necef¬ 
fary  ;  the  information  on  which  to 
ground  opinion  was  already  before 
parliament  and  the  country.  Pa¬ 
pers  indeed  might  furnifti  an  aggra¬ 
vated  proof  of  guilt  in  fome  quar¬ 
ter  or  another,  or  (hew  that  minif¬ 
ters  were  not  chargeable  with  the 
whole  blame  of  the  failure,  but  do¬ 
cuments  were  hardly  required  to 
afcertain  whether  calamity  and 
failure  did  exift.  To  fatisfy  the 
houfe  of  the  neceflity  of  enquiry, 
it  had  only  to  look  to  Walcheren  ; 
to  confider  of  the  termination  of 
the  expedition,  and  to  contemplate 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  army  that 
was  fent  there.  Search  the  mili¬ 
tary  annals  of  Great  Britain,  and 
there  was  no  precedent  of  fuch  ex- 
tenflve,  complete,  and  unqualified 
failure.  The  greateft  ”  poflible 
failure,  it  is  true,  might  take  place, 
and  ftill  no  blame  attach  any  where; 
but  in  the  prefent  inftance,  where 
the  difgrace  and  dilafter  were  un¬ 
paralleled,  there  was  every  pre- 
fumption  of  mifcondud.  The  com¬ 
plaint  was,  not  that  the  expedition 
had  failed,  but  that  it  could  not 
fucceed  :  it  was  generated  in  cala¬ 
mity,  and  your  troops  were  march¬ 
ed  from  your  own  ftiores  dired  to 
deftrudion.  There  were  none  of 
thofe  extraordinary  obftrudions 
encountered,  which  have  fo  often 
been  fatal  to  the  belt  arranged  ope¬ 
rations  ;  nothing  in  the  condud  of 
the  officers,  no  impediment  from 
wind  and  weather ;  and  the  event 
proved,  that  wherever  our  troops 
came  in  contad  with  the  enemy, 
fuccefs  was  the  uniform  confe- 
quence.  Nor  could  we  trace  any 
interruption  to  our  eventual  fuc¬ 
cefs  from  the  fortune  of  war  ;  a 
caufe  too  frequently  deeifive  upon 

fome 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [Sf 


fome  of  the  greateft  and  moft  ex¬ 
tensive  operations.  It  was,  in 
faft,  demonftrable  that  the  expe¬ 
dition  had  failed,  and  Solely  failed, 
from  pre-exifting  caufes.  That 
minifters  did  not  know  of  thefe 
was  a  part  of  his  accufation,  and 
of  their  mifcondutt.  They  (hould 
have  been  aware  of  the  climate ; 
of  the  poifonous  air  of  Walcheren. 
But  the  event  proved  that  they 
either  did  not  know  of  them,  or 
knowing,  that  they  difregarded 
them.  They  marched  the  Britifh 
army  to  its  grave,  to  be  extinguifh- 
ed  in  the  peftilential  atmofphere 
of  Walcheren,  to  go  out  like  a 
candle  in  a  vault.  In  every  view 
that  the  houfe  could  take  of  the 
queftion,  it  rnuft  appear  upon  their 
own  Shewing  that  minifters  had 
completely  failed  ;  and  the  great 
and  uncontroulable  caufe  of  the 
failure  arofe  from  the  utter  im- 
poffibility  there  was  that  it  could 
Succeed. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  dwelt  more  par¬ 
ticularly  upon  that  part  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer’s  Speech, 
in  which  he  had  attributed  inte- 
reded  motives  to  the  oppofition, 
and  he  retorted  with  a  bitterneSs 
of  perfonality  hardly  juftified  by 
the  occafion.  ((  The  enemy  has 
Said,  that  the  genius  of  France 
conducted  the  Britifh  armies  to 
Walcheren.  But  no  !  it  was  not 
the  genius  of  France,  it  was  the 
demon  of  England,  nurtured  into 
malignant  influence  by  the  bafe 
diffenfions  and  unprincipled  cabals 
of  a  weak,  divided,  infincere, 
and  incapable  adminiftration.  An 
adrhiniftration,  a  constituent  mem¬ 
ber  of  which  was  engaged  in  a 
low  and  unmanly  confpiracy  to  ex¬ 
pel  from  his  ftation  another  con- 
ftituent  member  of  it ;  aft  adminif¬ 


tration,  at  the  head  of  which  now 
(lands  this  minister,  who,  though 
an  intrigue  of  this  bafe  and  un¬ 
generous  quality  was  in  progress 
for  months,  has  been  obliged  to 
offer  up  in  his  own  defence,  that 
he  was  innocent  becaufe  he  was 
ignorant.  What  needed  an  enemy 
to  interpofe  his  great  power,  or 
his  greater  abilities,  when  he 
had  our  minifters  for  auxiliaries  ? 
Why  array  the  higheft  talents  to 
oppofe  the  efforts  of  incapacity 
the  moft  evident,  to  fruftrate  the 
councils  of  infincerity  the  moft  de¬ 
grading.  Behold,  at  the  head  of 
the  nation’s  councils,  a  minifter, 
who  after  an  intrigue  of  months, 
had  terminated  in  an  agreement 
to  remove  a  colleague  from  an 
adlive  and  efficient  fituation  in  the 
cabinet,  under  the  alleged  impu¬ 
tation  of  his  incapacity  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  fun&ions  of  his  office, 
yet  ftill  allowed  him,  though 
thus  pronounced  incapable  to  retain 
for  months  longer  his  fituation  as 
war  Secretary,  upon  no  other  ground 
fave  that  he  could  not  reconcile 
the  communication  to  his  feelings0 
Where  were  his  feelings  for  the 
people  of  England  ?  Where  were 
they  for  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
while  he  fuffered  an  incapable 
minifter  to  remain  in  office  ? 
Where  did  his  feelings  (lumber 
when  the  beft  blood  of  the  empire 
was  fent  to  putrify  in  Walcheren, 
there,  amid  peftilence  and  death, 
to  linger  and  to  perifh,  in  order 
to  afford  a  colourable  pretext  to 
Lord  Caftlereagh  for  retaining  of¬ 
fice,  until  the  minifter  of  England 
could  reconcile  to  his  feelings  the 
communication  of  the  noble  lord’s 
acknowledged  incapacity.  There 
has,  indeed,  been  much  of  failure 
and  difgrace  to  deplore  :  but  if 
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this  houfe  (hall  abftain  from  doing 
its  duties,  malignant  men  will  have 
too  powerful  and  plaufiblea  pretext 
for  faying,  that  the  difgrace  the 
moft  fignal,  the  difafter  the  moft 
aggravated,  was,  that  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  fliould  have  the  curfe  of  being 
reprefented  by  fuch  an  houfe  of 
commons  as  this.’* 

Mr.  Stephen  agreed  in  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  inquiry,  but  could  fee  no 
evil  in  a  delay  of  two  days,  fuch 
as  would  juftify  that  houfe  in  pre¬ 
cipitating  a  vote  without  hearing 
fuch  evidence  as  was  offered  for 
their  confideration.  If  not  ma¬ 
terial  to  the  queftion,  whether  the 
inquiry  was  proper,  it  might,  at 
leaf!,  aflift  them  in  deciding  what 
mode  of  inquiry  and  to  what  ex¬ 
tent,  they  ought  to  adopt.  He 
could  not  admit,  that  the  ill-fuc- 
cefs,  or  failure  of  our  expeditions, 
neceffarily  implied  criminal  mif- 
condud,  or  incapacity  on  the  part 
of  government.  We  were  now, 
he  conceived,  much  in  the  ftate  of 
a  town  befieged  by  a  powerful  ar¬ 
my,  which  the  garrifon  was  too 
feeble  to  encounter  in  the  open 
field.  In  fuch  a  cafe  the  beft 
means  of  fuccefs  might  be  by  fre¬ 
quent  fallies  to  delay  the  enemy's 
ultimate  fuccefs,  and  take  the 
chance  of  contingencies  which 
might  bring  final  relief,  although 
there  were  no  hope  of  fucceeding 
by  fuch  fallies  fo  as  to  raife  the 
fiege.  Thus  over-matched  as  we 
were  by  the  enemy  in  the  field, 
the  moft  we  could  hope  to  do  in 
any  quarter  was  to  delay  our  gene¬ 
ral  operations,  and  even  as  to  this 
partial  and  temporary  fuccefs  the 
chances  might  be  greatly  againft 
us  every  where,  yet  it  might  not 
be  unwife  to  take  them.  If  fo, 
then  it  could  not  be  truly  argued, 


that  failure  and  repalfe  were  ne* 
ceflarily  grounds  of  prefumptioir 
againft  the  wifdom  of  fuch  at¬ 
tempts.  It  muft  depend  upon  the 
evidence  of  the  particular  nature 
of  the  enterprizes,  or  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  caufes  of  failure  whether 
they  deferved  praife  or  blame. 
Mr.  Stephen  concluded  by  ad¬ 
verting,  as  Mr.  Perceval  had 
done,  to  the  party-fipirit  with 
which  thofe  on  the  other  fide  at¬ 
tempted  to  turn  the  failure  of  the 
expedition  to  their  own  political 
purpofes.  The  public,  he  faid, 
was  led  to  exped  a  redrefs  of 
grievances,  and  punilhment  of  de¬ 
linquents  ;  but  the  oppofition  had 
the  more  fubftantial  game  in  view, 
of  obtaining  pofleflion  of  the  go» 
vernment,  and  this  was  the  true 
caufe  of  their  impatience.  They 
reminded  him  of  the  fquire  of  the 
valourous  knight  of  La  Mancha. 
The  knight,  like  the  people  of 
England  in  this  cafe,  was  intent 
on  generous  purpofes,  though  with 
miftaken  views ;  but  the  fquire 
had  always  his  eye  to  the  main- 
chance  ;  and  as  often  as  an  adven¬ 
ture  was  achieved  by  his  mafter, 
he  conceived,  like  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  his  own  end  was 
attained,  and  faid,  “  I  do  befeech 
you,  fir,  give  me  immediately  that 
fame  government.” 

Sir  S.  Romilly  faid,  that  it  was 
not  true  that  the  only  queftion 
was  whether  the  inquiry  ftiould  be 
voted  now  or  on  Monday.  Should 
the  papers  be  produced  on  that 
day,  fome  time  muft  be  taken 
to  confider  them.  Further  pa¬ 
pers  would  probably  be  judged 
neceflary,  and  then  time  muft  be 
allowed  for  the  preparing  and 
printing  of  thefe.  But  if,  in  fad,  it 
were  only  a  queftion  of  twenty- 
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four  hours,  he  fhould  fay  it  were 
better  not  to  delay  fuch  a  vote, 
even  for  twenty-four  hours.  In 
cafes  refpeding  individuals  in  prk- 
vate  life,  it  was  enough  to  know 
that  a  calamity  had  happened,  that 
the  death  of  a  man  had  taken 
place,  and  the  inquiry  followed  of 
courfe.  They  did  not  wait  till 
the  perfoh  fufpeded,  or  accufed, 
fhould  think  proper  to  tell  his  own 
ftory.  But  it  was  faid,  that  the 
object  of  the  motion  was  to  turn 
out  the  prefent  minifters.  How 
could  inquiry  turn  out  minifters, 
unlefs  the  refult  of  it  fhould  fhew 
them  to  be  criminal  ?  or  why 
fhould  Mr.  Stephen  be  apprehen- 
five  that  inquiry  would  be  fo  fatal 
to  an  adminiftration,  of  which  he 
was  difpofed  to  think  fo  well  ?  If 
it  was  of  fo  little  importance  whe¬ 
ther  the  inquiry  wus  voted  this 
night  or  Monday,  why  did  minif¬ 
ters  think  it  worth  while  to  give 
this  a  ferious  oppofition  ? 

The  general  fenfe  of  the  houfe 
feemed  evidently  to  be  in  favour  of 
the  motion.  General  Grofvenor 
on  the  part  of  the  army,  and  Sir 
Home  Popham  for  the  navy,  both 
Called  for  immediate  inquiry  and 
profefted  to  court  theutmoft:  rigour 
of  inveftigation.  Sir  William 
Curtis  himfelf  rofe  to  give  his 
alien t  to  the  motion,  and  by  fo 
doing  excited  a  general  laugh  on 
the  oppofition  benches.  Mr.  Wil_ 
berforce  expreffed  his  furprife  that 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
fhould  oppofe  it.  Mr.  Tierney 
obferved,  that  with  refped  to  the 
promife  of  inquiry,  contained  in 
his  Majefty’s  fpeech,  it  was  ail 
very  good,  and  he  had  great  re- 
fpe£t  for  it, and  fo  forth  ;  but,  con¬ 
fide  ring  it  the  promife  of  his 
Majefty’s  minifters,  he  did  not 
Yol.  LIT.  or  V'ol.  X.  New  Se 


believe  one  word  of  it.  He  want¬ 
ed  not  papers,  he  wanted  evidence, 
mini  a  woce  evidence  at  their  bar  ; 
and  nothing  fhort  of  that  would 
fatisfy  him.  It  had  been  faid, 
that  the  objed  of  the  motion  was 
to  turn  out  minifters,  and  it  was 
whimfical  enough,  too,  that  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  him- 
felf  had  gravely  Hated  that  as 
an  objection  to  the  motion,  as 
if  even  that  event  fhould  take 
place  it  would  be  fo  deplorable  a 
calamity.  For  his  part,  he  had  no 
hefitation  openly  to  avow,  that  he 
was  anxious  to  get  them  out,  and 
moll:  ardently  hoped  that  the  pre¬ 
fent  motion  might  be  attended 
with  that  verv  defirable  effed. 

Mr.  Canning  thought  that  it 
would  be  better  to  poftpone  the 
dired  motion  for  inquiry,  until 
the  houfe  was  in  pofleftlon  of  the 
information  promifed.  Whatever, 
indeed,  might  be  the  contents  o£ 
thefe  papers,  they  would  not  fu- 
perfede  the  neceflity  of  an  inquiry 
of  fome  kind  ;  but  inconvenien¬ 
ces  might  lie  in  the  mode  of  in¬ 
quiry  which  it  was  the  object  of 
the  prefent  motion  to  produce. 
If,  for  inftance,  it  fhould  appear 
from  the  papers  to  be  laid  on  the 
table,  that  blame  was  imputable  to 
the  commanders  of  the  expedition, 
an  inveftigation  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  was  certainly  not  the  moft 
advifable  or  conftitutional  wav  to 
afeertain  what  portion  of  mifeon- 
dud  fell  to  each.  The  fads,  in 
that  cafe,  muft  be  fubmitted  to  the 
regular  and  ordinary  tribunal  for 
deciding  on  military  inculpation. 
He  regretted,  indeed,  that  govern¬ 
ment  had  not  followed  the  prece¬ 
dent  eftablilhed  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Cintra  convention  ;  that  when  his 
Majefty  was  addreffed,  to  caufe  an 
ies.  [C]  inquiry 
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inquiry  fto  be  inftituted  into  the 
cauies  of  the  failure  of  the  expe¬ 
dition,  miniilers  had  not  thought 
it  expedient  to  yield  to  the  appli¬ 
cation,  and  come  prepared  to  lay 
before  parliament  the  refult  of  that 
inquiry.  The  cafe  was  different, 
however,  with  regard  to  the  fhare 
that  miniilers  had  in  the  tranfac- 
tion.  If  blame  was  imputable  to 
the  plan  or  policy  of  the  late  ex¬ 
pedition  he  had  nothing  to  fay 
againft  the  propofition  of  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  ;  though  he  forefaw  one 
inconvenience  from  its  adoption; 
namely,  that  it  would  pledge  par¬ 
liament  to  a  particular  mode  of  an 
inquiry,  and  one  not  perhaps  the 
befc  calculated  to  attain  the  ends 
which  it  propofed.  Upon  thefe 
grounds  he  thought  it  belt  to  wait 
for  the  information  promifed. 
The  praftical  delay  would  be  but 
.{mail.  He  fhould  vote,  therefore, 
againft  the  motion,  but  not  in  the 
hope  of  defeating  inquiry  which 
could  not  and  muft  not  be  avoided. 

It  was  propofed  to  adjourn  the 
debate  upon  the  previous  queftion 
till  Monday  s’ennight,  but  this 
was  oppofed  by  both  parties.  A 
divifion  took  place,  and  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  Lord  Porchefter’s  mo¬ 
tion,  1 95  ;  againft  it,  180.  Minis¬ 
ters  were  confequently  left  in  a 
minority  of  9.  The  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe  to  inquire  into  the 
fubjebl  in  queftion  was  fixed  for 
the  following  Friday.  Lord  Caf- 
tlereagh  voted  with  the  majority. 

On  the  evening  previous  to  the 
day  fixed  for  the  inquiry,  Mr. 
Yorke  announced  his  intention  to 
inforce,  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  examinations,  the  {landing; 
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order  of  the  houfe  for  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  llrangers.  This  he  pro- 
feffed  to  do,  not  from  any  wifh  to 


keep  their  proceedings  from  pub¬ 
licity  in  due  time,  but  with  a  view 
to  guard  againft  the  poffibility  of 
any  mifreprefentation  or  mifunder- 
{landing  out  of  doors  before  the 
publication  of  the  minutes.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  upon  the  following  even¬ 
ing,  when  the  houfe  upon  Lord 
Porchefter’s  motion  refolved  itfelf 
into  the  committee,  Mr.  Yorke 
moved  the  .{landing  order,  and  the 
gallery  was  cleared.  This  circum- 
ftance  was  fubfequently  the  occafion 
of  confequenees  more  important 
than  could  have  been  originally 
forefeen  ;  and  which  in  fadl  af- 
fedled  not  a  little  the  refult  of  the 
inquiry  itfelf. 

On  the  fame  day  Lord  Porchef- 
ter  announced  his  intention'  to 
move  for  certain  papers  relating 
to  the  expedition,  in  addition  to 
thofe  already  cn  the  table.  Mr. 
Perceval  obferved,  that  it  would 
be  better  to  refer  them  to  a  fecret 
committee  to  decide  what  papers 
ought  to  be  produced.  This 
courfe  was  adopted,  but  a  debate 
arofe  refpedfing  the  members  to  be 
nominated  to  the  propofed  com¬ 
mittee.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  infilled  that  it  (hould 
include  an  equal  number  of  each 
party.  The  propriety  of  this  was 
contefted  by  the  oppofition  ;  but 
Mr,  Stephen  contended,  that  iince 
it  was  avowedly  the  objeft  of 
that  party  i(  to  get  rid”  of  minif- 
ters,  it  (hould  not  have  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  the  jury  which  was  to 
fit  upon  them.  Nothing  was  fo 
apt  to  bias  men  as  party  preju¬ 
dice.  Like  the  magic  book  of  the 
wizard,  Michael  Scott,  it  trans¬ 
formed  every  thing,  and  this 
kind  of  prepolfeftion  might  dis¬ 
qualify  the  mofl  honourable  men 
for  the  duty  in  queftion.  Thus 
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Sir  A.  Piggott,  was  as  honourable 
a  man  as  lived,  party  afide  j  but 
he  could  not  confider  him  as  ade¬ 
quate  to  remain  on  the  jury  :  not 
becaufe  he  was  not  pure  but  be- 
caufe  he  had  an  intereft  in  the  de- 
cifion ;  he  was  to  come  into 
power  in  cafe  the  minifters  were 
turned  out.  He  was  not  merely 
to  confider  the  juftice  of  the  pro- 
fecution,  but  to  receive  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  the  conviflion.  Mr, 
Windham  faid,  that  the  learned 
gentleman  had  indeed  argued  well, 
and  quoted  aptly  ;  and  there  was 
but  one  trifling  objection  both 
to  his  arguments  and  his  quota¬ 
tions,  and  that  was,  that  they 
were  nothing  to  the  purpofe,  He 
had  commenced  by  confidering  the 
committee  as  a  jury,  and  on  that 
fuppolition  had  built  all  his  argu¬ 
ments  5  but  the  fuppofition  was 
wrong  in  limine .  The  committee 
was  not  a  jury  ;  they  were  only 
to  feledl  evidence  to  be  laid  before 
the  jury  ;  a  mere  committee  of  in¬ 
quiry  on  the  part  of  the  profecu- 
tion.  The  next  pofltion  of  Mr. 
Stephen  was  full  as  fallacious. 
He  objected  to  the  committee  for 
the  profecution,  as  partial.  Why, 
who  ever  heard  of  an  impartial 
profecution  ?  It  was  not  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing.  If  a  man  pro- 
fecuted  a  murderer  who  had  killed 
his  relation,  was  he  impartial  ? 
If  a  man  purfued  with  legal  ven¬ 
geance,  a  robber  who  affails  his 
purfe,  could  he  be  faid  to  be  im¬ 
partial  ?  In  a  profecution  impar¬ 
tiality  would  be  a  failing  ;  for  it 
was  very  near  a-kin  to  indiffer¬ 
ence,  and  what  ftimulative  could 
indifference  be  to  inquiry  ?  With 
refpeft  to  what  had  been  faid  of 
party,  he  could  not  allow  the  juf¬ 
tice  of  the  accufation.  No  !  he 
had  been  a  party -man  all  his  life; 
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and  of  courfe  following  that  which 
he  conceived  right,  he  was  ready 
to  defend  if.  But  how  was  it 
proved  that  thofe  who  fly  led 
themfelves  “  no  party-men, 9>  were 
more  adequate,  or  lefs  partial  ? 
They  voted  neither  for  one  fide 
or  the  other ;  but  now  on  this, 
and  then  on  that  ;  and  thus 
with  the  fteadlnefs  of  no  fide 
they  were  yet  partial  to  both 
fldes.  The  committee  was  after¬ 
wards  agreed  to  as  amended  by 
Mr.  Perceval. 

We  have  mentioned  Mr.  York e  8 
enforcement  of  the  handing  order, 
on  the  occafion  of  the  Walcheren 
committee.  This  fubjedl  attraft- 
ed  the  attention  of  Mr.  Sheridan 
who  has  always  been  obferved  to 
be  efpeciaily  alive  to  any  thing 
that  bore  the  femblance  of  an  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  prefs.  On  the  6th 
of  February  he  rofe  to  move,  that 
a  committee  of  privileges  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  meet  to  confider  of  the 
order  in  queftion,  hating,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  his  objedf  was  in 
no  refpeSt  to  refcind  the  order, 
but  merely  to  afcertain  whether 
any  or  what  modification  of  it 
was  neceffary.  He  did  not  main¬ 
tain  that  there  never  could  arife 
an  occafion  when  ftrangers  ought 
to  be  excluded,  but  he  wifhed  that 
the  excluflon  fhould  not  wholly 
depend  on  the  caprice  and  pleafure 
of  any  individual,  but  fhould  fairly 
be  fubmitted  to  the  decifion  of  the 
houfe,  fo  that  if  any  one  fhould 
think  proper  to  enforce  the  order, 
he  fhonld  afterwards  be  called 
upon  to  ftate  fome  reafon  for  his 
condud.  Mr.  Sheridan  fpoke  at 
fome  length  and  with  his  ufuai 
eloquence  upon  the  importance  of 
publicity  in  their  proceedings  in 
general ;  and  he  declared  himfelf 
unable  to  fee  any  adequate  reafon 
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for  preffing  the  order  in  the  prefent 
in  fiance. 

Mr.  Windham  faid,  this  was 
one  of  thofe  accidental  matters  in 
which  he  had  always  differed  in 
opinion  from  his  right  hon.  friend. 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  faid, 
that  he  thought  it  a  matter  of  im¬ 
portance  ;  for  his  part,  he  con- 
felfed,  he  did  not  think  it  was. 
The  importance  of  the  war  had 
not  weighed  fufficiently  with  his 
right  hon.  friend  to  bring  him  to 
the  houfe  in  the  various  queftions 
concerning  it  difcuffed  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  feflion, 
though  this  Handing  order  had 
produced  that  effect.  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  feemed  to  confider  the  right  of 
admiffion  of  ftrangers,  as  a  part  of 
the  conflitution  of  the  houfe, 
whereas,  on  the  contrary,  it  had 
been  granted  as  a  mere  matter  of 
favour.  He  would  firft  alk,  how 
much  the  country  had  gained 
in  the  improvement  of  its  affairs 
fince  that  pra&ice  had  obtain¬ 
ed  ?  What  was  the  value  to  their 
conflitnents  of  knowing  what  was 
pafling  in  that  houfe.  Suppofing 
they  fhould  never  know,  it  was 
only  the  difference  between  a  re¬ 
prefentative  government  and  a  de¬ 
mocracy.  Till  within  the  laft 
twenty  or  thirty  years  it  was  not 
even  permitted  to  publifh  the  de¬ 
bates  of  that  houfe.  He  was  one 
of  thofe  who  liked  the  confti- 
tution  as  it  was  p  he  did  not 
like  it  as  it  is.  If  this  prac¬ 
tice  had  been  tolerated,  and  wink¬ 
ed  at,  it  was  no  reafon  that  it 
(hould,  on  all  occafions,  be  con¬ 
tinued,  and  that  perfons  fhould 
make  a  trade  from  what  they  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  galleries,  among 
which  were  to  be  found  men  of 
all  defcriptions  ;  bankrupts,  lot¬ 
tery-office  keepers,  footmen,  and 


decayed  tradefmen.  He  did  not 
think  accounts  in  the  daily  papers 
were  fo  defirable  as  many  others 
did.  They  (the  papers)  had  lately 
expofed  themfelves  and  reviled 
government  fo  far  as  to  affiert 
that  fome  of  their  cotemporaries 
were  in  its  pay.  What  did  this 
prove,  but  that  if  government 
could  have  them  in  their  pay,  thefe 
papers  were  liable  to  be  let  for  hire 
— to  be  bought  and  fold,  and  that 
the  prefs  which  had  been  thought 
in  this  country  the  palladium  of 
its  liberty,  was  always  to  be  pur- 
chafed  by  the  higheft  bidder.  He 
did  not  know  any  of  the  conduc¬ 
tors  of  the  prefs  ;  but  he  under- 
flood  them  to  be  a  fet  of  men  who 
would  give  into  the  corrupt  mif- 
reprefentation  of  oppofite  fides; 
and  he  was  therefore  determined 
not  to  lend  his  hand  to  abrogate 
an  order  which  was  made  to  cor¬ 
real  an  abufe ;  an  abufe  that  he 
now  perceived  to  lead  to  confe- 
quences  of  a  mod  dangerous  na¬ 
ture,  no  lefs  than  to  change  the 
character  of  a  reprefentative  go¬ 
vernment,.  which  prefumed  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  reprefentative  body, 
into  that  of  a  democracy  in  which 
every  thing  was  done  by  the  people. 

Lord  Folkeflone,  Mr.  Tierney, 
and  Mr-  P.  Moore,  fupported  the 
motion.  Sir  F.  Burdett  declared, 
that  he  mull  fubfcribe  to  many  of 
Mr.  Windham’s  doctrines,  becaufe 
they  were  conflitutional,  and  he 
found  fault  with  them  only  as  in¬ 
applicable  to  the  prefent  Hate  of 
the  country.  If  he  could  fee  in 
that  houfe  a  body  of  gentlemen 
fairly  and  freely  felefred  by  the 
people,  as  the  chofen  guardians  of 
their  rights  ;  if  he  could  fee  no 
placemen  or  penfioners  within 
thofe  walls,  and  if  no  corrupt  in¬ 
fluence  could  ever  be  fuppofed  to 
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operate  on  the  minds  of  any  of  the 
members  of  that  aftembly,  then, 
indeed,  he  fhonld  fee  no  particular 
objedion  to  the  inquiry  being 
conduced  in  fecret,  and  the  evi¬ 
dence  being  given  to  the  public 
in  the  manner  that  was  now  pro- 
pofed.  Unfortunately,  however, 
the  cafe  was  different,  and  the 
houfe  ftood  in  the  eye  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  in  a  very  oppofite  fituation. 
'They  ftood  before  the  country 
under  circnmftances  of  great  fuf- 
pieion.  It  had  been  confidered  by 
fome,  that  in  point  of  char  after 
they  were  on  their  laft  legs.  Here 
the  hon.  baronet  was  called  to  or¬ 
der,  and  after  fome  explanation, 
he  concluded  by  Supporting  the 
motion.  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  reply, 
affirmed,  that  to  lome  of  the 
opinions  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
(Mr.  Windham,)  he  had  liftened 
with  the  greateft  regret,  and  even 
horror.  He  had  afterted,  as  a 
broad  general  principle,  that  the 
publication  of  the  proceedings  of 
parliament  was  injurious  to  the 
country  ;  and  that  when  the  doors 
of  the  gallery  of  that  houfe  were 
clofed,  the  country  had  done  well. 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  not  one 
of  thofe  who  thought  defpondingly 
of  the  fituation,  or  degradingly  of 
the  charafter  of  the  country.  On 
the  contrary,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  Great  Britain  ftood  on  a 
proud  eminence,  ftruggling  as  fhe 
was,  and  fuccefsfully  ftruggling 
as  he  hoped  fhe  would  be,  for  the 
liberties  of  the  world.  To  what 
was  it  owing,  that  fhe  was  able 
to  maintain  fuch  a  conteft,  and  bid 
defiance  to  that  enemy,  who  had 
already  overthrown  every  power 
againft  which  he  had  direfted  his 
viftorious  arms,  and  trampled  upon 
the  rights  and  independence  of 
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the  proftrate  nations  of  Europe  ?' 
All  this  he  could  attribute  to  the 
effeft  of  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
alone,  and  moft  particularly  and 
emphatically  to  the  un  reft  rained 
publication  of  the  debates  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  parliament.  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  had  afked,  how  fuch  publi¬ 
cations  could  conduce  to  the  well¬ 
being  and  happinefs  of  the  nation  ? 
He  would  anfwer,  by  fhe  wing  to 
the  people  the  grounds  upon  which 
public  meafures  were  reforted  to, 
and  particularly  by  convincing 
them  of  their  neoeftity.  Thus  in¬ 
ducing  the  public  to  fubmit  to  the 
heavieft  burthens  that  had  ever 
been  impofed  on  a  nation.  His 
right  hon.  friend  had  dreaded  left 
this  praftiee  might  lead  to  demo¬ 
cracy  and  revolution.  But  was 
it,  he  would  afk,  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs  that  had  brought  France 
into  that  dreadful  ftate  of  anarchy 
and  ruin  which  charafterifed  the 
revolution  ?  Was  it  not,  on  -the 
contrary,  the  fuppreffion  of  ail 
liberty  of  difcuffion,  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  all  publications,  not  func¬ 
tioned  by  the  permiffion  of  au¬ 
thority — the  prevention  of  th?.t 
rational  and  temperate  copfidera- 
tion  of  public  interefts  and  mea¬ 
fures  which  alone  could  ..excite 
and  nourifh  patriotic  feeling  and 
public  fpir.it,  that  had  ca.ufed  all 
the  mifchiefs  which  bad  attended 
the  revolution?  What  was  it 
that  had  caufed  the  downfall  of  all 
the  nations  of  Europe  ?  Was  it 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ?  No  ! 
it  was  the  want  of  that  falutary 
controul  upon  tbeir  governments, 
that  animating  fource  of  public 
fpirit  and  national  exertion.  If 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs  had  exifted 
in  France  before  or  fince  the  re¬ 
volution  ;  if  it  had  exifted  in  Auf- 
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tria  ;  if  in  Pruflia ;  if  in  Spain ; 
Buonaparte  would  not  now  find 
himfelf  in  the  fituation  to  didate 
to  Europe,  and  filling  the  throne 
of  nearly  an  universal  monarch. 
True  it  was,  that  this  freedom 
was  not  a  lefs  potent  inftrument 
againft  domeftic  tyranny  than 
againft  foreign  incroachment.  “  For 
give  me/’  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  “  but 
an  unlhackled  prefs,  and  I  will 
give  to  the  minifter  a  venal  houfe 
of  peers ;  I  will  give  him  a  cor- 
rupt  houfe  of  commons  ;  I  will 
give  him  the  full  fwing  of  the 
patronage  of  office  ;  I  will  give 
him  the  whole  hoft  of  minifterial 
influence  ;  I  will  give  him  all  the 
power  that  place  can  confer  upon 
him  to  purchafe  up  fubmiffion  and 
overawe  refiftance  ;  and  yet  armed 
with  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  I  will 
go  forth  to  meet  him  undifmay- 
ed  ;  I  will  attack  the  mighty  fa¬ 
bric  he  has  reared  with  that 
mightier  engine ;  I  will  (hake 
down  from  its  height  corruption, 
and  bury  it  beneath  the  ruins  of 
the  abufes  it  was  meant  to  fhelter.” 

The  eloquence  of  thefe  paffages 
was  not  greater  than  the  reality  of 
the  truths  which  they  conveyed, 
and  the  fentiments  which  Mr. 
Windham  had  taken  occafion  to 
exprefs  upon  the  fubjed,  mud  be 
fet  to  the  account  of  one  of  thofe 
eccentric  rednements  of  opinion  in 
which  that  datefman  was  occad- 
anally  wont  to  indulge.  There 
can  be  no  quedion,  we  think,  of 
the  inedimable  importance  of  the 
pradice  of  publifhing  the  proceed¬ 
ings  in  parliament.  This  dngle 
privilege  alone  has  been  fufficient 
fully  to  counterbalance  that  iin- 
menfe  increafe  of  the  induence  of 
government,  which  the  circum- 
flamces  of  the  lad  thirty  years  has 


neceffarily  produced  ;  and  it  has, 
moreover,  pradically  correded,  or 
prevented  the  efreds  of  thofe  ano¬ 
malies  in  our  fydem  of  reprefen- 
tation,  which  have  fo  long  been 
the  fubjed  of  invedive  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  clajfs  of  politicians.  But,  in- 
difputable  as  we  think  thefe  pofl- 
tions  to  be,  it  is  not  the  lefs  ob¬ 
vious  that  a  power  fhould  exid  in 
the  houfe  of  checking,  according 
to  circumdances,  the  exercife  of 
this  privilege ;  and  we  do  not  fee 
any  probable  inconvenience  in  its 

continuing  to  be  exercifed  accord¬ 
s' 

ing  to  the  prefent  regulations.  A 
member,  who  fhould  attempt  ha¬ 
bitually  to  inforce  the  order  againft 
the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  would  foon 
ftnd  himfelf  in  a  very  difagreeable 
fituation,  both  within  the  walls 
and  without  them.  This  feems  to 
have  been  the  opinion  of  the  houfe; 
on  a  dividon,  there  were  found 
for  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  80, 
againft,  166. 

Among  the  papers  laid  before 
parliament  upon  the  fubjed  of  the 
late  expedition,  was  one  which 
had  been  particularly  moved  for 
by  General  Loft,  and  which  was 
entitled  a  ftatement  of  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham’s  proceedings,  drawn  up  by 
himfelf,  addreffed  to  the  king,  and 
prefented  to  his  Majefty  Feb. 
14th,  1 8 10;  but  dated  Odober 
15,  1809.  The  apparent  purpofe 
of  this  paper  was  to  throw  upon 
the  condud  of  the  naval  part  of 
the  armament  the  chief  blame  of 
the  failure  which  had  been  expe¬ 
rienced.  <(  Wherever,”  faid  Lord 
Chatham,  in  conclufion,  ((  it  has 
been  neceffary  for  me  to  advert  to 
the  difappointment  experienced 
through  the  arrangements  of  the 
admiral  in  the  naval  co-operation 
I  had  been  taught  to  exped,  I 
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have  confined  myfelf  to  the  dating 
of  fafts ;  abftaining,  as  it  became 
me,  from  all  comment,  and  leav¬ 
ing  to  the  admiral,  in  fuch  report 
as  he  may  make  of  his  proceed¬ 
ings,  to  bring  under  your  Ma¬ 
jesty's  view  the  circumftances 
which  may  have  Gccafioned  them, 
and,  above  all,  to  account  for  the 
difficulties  which  prevented  the  na¬ 
val  inveftment  of  Flufhing,  (a 
point  never  even  doubted  of  be¬ 
fore,)  as  well  as  to  fhew  the  ob- 
itacles  which  prefented  themfelves 
to  the  early  progrefs  of  the  arma¬ 
ment  up  the  Welt  Scheldt."  Lord 
Folkeftone  called  the  attention  of 
the  houfe  to  the  extraordinary 
charader  of  this  paper.  It  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  fpecial  addrefs  from 
the  commander  of  one  part  of  the 
expedition  appealing  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  his  Majefty,  without  the 
intervention  of  any  refponfible  mi- 
nifter,  and  reflecting  upon  the  con- 
dud  of  his  colleague  in  the  com¬ 
mand.  From  the  Aatement  of  Mr. 
Perceval,  it  appeared  that  when 
the  paper  was  moved  for  he  was 
ignorant  of  its  exiftence,  but  upon 
inquiry  it  was  found  in  the  office 
of  Lord  Liverpool,  to  whom  it 
had  been  delivered  by  his  Majefty. 
Mr.  Tierney  contended  that  the 
paper  was  not  only  introduced  to 
the  king  moft  unconstitutionally, 
but  that  the  charader  of  the  navy 
had  been  undermined  by  it ;  and 
this  fecret  pradice  of  poifoning 
the  royal  heart  with  doubts  and 
fufpicions  of  his  moft  approved  and 
zealous  fervants,  while  it  deprived 
them  of  the  knowledge,  and,  of 
courfe,  of  the  means  of  repelling 
them,  in  his  opinion,  deferved  im¬ 
peachment.  Mr.  Windham  dwelt 
on  the  informal  manner  in  which 
the  paper  came  before  them.  They 
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knew,  indeed,  by  what  means  the 
paper  had  come  to  them  from  the 
king,  but  could  they  fay  who  was 
the  author,  by  what  organ  or 
through  what  channel  it  had  reach¬ 
ed  the  royal  prefence  ?  On  the  face 
of  it  it  appeared  to  have  been  unof¬ 
ficial,  and  to  have  been  delivered 
privately  in  the  king's  clofet ;  and 
they  could  neither  conftitutionally 
nor  decently  look  for  evidence 
from  that  quarter.  Who  could 
fay  that  the  earl  was  either  the 
author  or  deliverer  of  that  paper  } 
Mr,  William  Wynne  fpoke  to  the 
fame  efleCt,  and  required  the  fpeak- 
er’s  opinion  on  the  point.  The 
fpeaker  faid,  there  were  prece¬ 
dents  ;  that  Lord  North  had  deli¬ 
vered  feveral  limilar  papers,  and 
was  confidered  primci  facie  account¬ 
able  for  them  ;  and  thefe  prece¬ 
dents,  in  his  opinion,  left  the  houfe 
at  full  liberty  to  difeufs  the  merits 
of  the  narrative. 

On  the  next  night  of  , 
the  inquiry,  Lord  Chat-  e  22  ’ 
ham,  when  queftioned  on  the  fub- 
jeff,  ftated  that  the  report  had 
been  alraoft  wholly  drawn  up  by 
the  time  marked  in  its  date,  viz. 
Oft  i  5 ;  and  that  the  reafon  why 
lie  had  not  delivered  it  then  was 
that  he  did  not  think  it  was  right 
for  him  to  ftate  what  would  con- 
ftitute  his  defence,’  in  the  cafe  of 
any  inquiry  whether  civil  or  mi¬ 
litary.  The  paper  was  prefented 
to  the  king  on  the  14th  February, 
and  fubmitted  on  the  fame  day  to 
the  cabinet.  He  was  then  aiked, 
whether  he  had  delivered  to  the 
king  any  other  narrative  or  paper 
relative  to  the  expedition,  befide 
the  one  on  the  table ;  and,  after 
twice  evading  the  queftion,  his 
lordfhip  pofitively  declined  to  an- 
fwer  it. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


40] 

t ?  ,  On  the  following  even- 

Feb-  23'  ing,  Mr.  Whitbread 
brought  the  fubjed  before  the 
houfe,  by  moving  that  “  an  ad- 
drefs  be  prefen  ted  to  his  Majefty, 
praying  that  he  would  direct  to  be 
laid  before  the  houfe  copies  of  all 
reports  or  papers  fubmitted  at  any 
time  to  his  Majefty  by  the  Earl  of 
Chatham,  relative  to  the  late  ex¬ 
pedition.”  That  fome  fuch  report 
had  been  preferred  previous  to  the 
one  before  them,  Mr.  Whitbread 
contended  that  he  had  a  right  to 
'a  flu  me,  from  the  manner  of  Lord 
Chatham’s  replies  ;  and  there  was 
every  reafon  to  fuppofe  thofe  pa¬ 
pers  which  were  kept  back  con¬ 
tained  charges  and  imputations 
againft  the  gallant  officer  who 
commanded  the  naval  branch  of 
the  fervice.  This  was  a  fort  of 
favouritifm  which  the  houfe  muft 
hold  in  perfed  abhorrence.  The 
moft:  determined  democrats  never 
brought  a  ftronger  charge  againft 
any  monarchy,  than  that  favour¬ 
ites  had  ready  accefs  to  the  ear  of 
their  fovereign  and  fecret  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  poifon  his  royal  mind 
againft  brave  and  defer v ing  men 
who  had  no  means  of  defending 
themfel'ves  againft  fuch  infidious 
calumnies.  There  was  no  other 
mode  but  to  addrefs  the  king  for 
thefe  papers.  Minifters  were,  pro¬ 
bably,  as  ignorant  as  himfelf  on 
the  fubjed  ;  "aware,  as  he  was,  of 
the  ftate  of  the  relations  fubfifting 
between  the  various  members  of 
his  Majefty Ss  government,  it  feem- 
ed  to  him  very  probable  that  his 
Lordfhip  might  equally  decline  to 
anfwer  the  queftions  of  his  col¬ 
leagues,  as  he  had  done  thofe  of 
the  houfe  of  commons.  Mr.  Se¬ 
cretary  Ryder  fully  admitted  the 
right  of  the  houfe  to  prefen t  fuch 


addrefs,  but  obferved,  that  as  there 
neither  was,  nor  had  been,  any 
papers  fuch  as  were  required,  in  any 
office  under  government:  none  fuch 
had  ever  been  communicated  to 
minifters ;  and  fuppofing  fuch  a 
paper  exifted,  he  could  not  under¬ 
hand  what  poffible  reply  they  could 
advife  his  Majefty  to  make  to  the 
an  addrefs.  It  would,  in  fad,  be 
to  open  the  private  eferutoire  of 
his  Majefty.  Mr.  Fonfonby  in¬ 
dignantly  afked,  whether  this  was 
language  or  dodrine  for  a  fecretary 
of  ftate  to  hold  to  a  Britilh  houfe 
of  commons  ?  Did  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  a  cabinet  mi- 
rnifter,  not  know  where  to  find  a 
paper  prefented  by  the  commander 
in  chief  of  an  expedition,  without 
fearching  the  king’s  private  eferu¬ 
toire?  or  did  he  think  that  fuch  a 
paper  was  of  the  nature  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  or  confidential  letter  ?  If 
that  were  the  cafe,  every  other  ge¬ 
neral,  who  happened  to  be  a  fa¬ 
vourite,  may  at  any  time  go  up  to 
the  king  and  privately  put  into 
his  ftatements  tending  to  prejudice 
his  mind  againft  the  moft  brave  and 
meritorious  officers  w-ho  might 
thus  have  their  charaders  moft 
foully  calumniated,  without  the 
leaft  notice  or  fufpicion,  and  there¬ 
fore  without  a  poflibility  of  defend¬ 
ing  themfelves.  It  would  be  fub- 
verfive  of  every  principle  of  juft 
tice  and  the  conftitution  that  fuch 
papers,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
fovereign  by  a  minifter,  fhould  be 
confidered  as  private  and  confiden¬ 
tial  papers  which  the  houfe  could 
not  cal!  for.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  indeed  had  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  right  of  the  houfe  t6 
make  fuch  an  addrefs,  and  when 
could  it  be  better  exercifed  for  the 
public  benefit  ?  The  chief  benefit 

of 
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pf  this  right  was,  that  it  rendered 
all  fecret  machinations  for  poifon- 
ing  the  king’s  mind  againft  his 
Left  fervants  impoffible,  becaufe 
whoever  prefented  to  his  Majefty 
any  private  memorial,  fuch  as  that 
alluded  to,  was  refponfible  to  the 
public  for  its  contents  ;  and  be¬ 
caufe  the  minifters  who  attempted 
to  fhield  the  individual  by  whom 
it  had  been  prefented  were  re¬ 
fponfible  to  parliament  and  the 
public  for  their  condudi.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had 
faid,  that  he  knew  not  what  an- 
fwer  minifters  could  advife  the 
king  to  return  to  fuch  an  addrefs. 
Did  he  fuppofe  that  his  Majefty 
would  hefitate  to  deliver  any  pa¬ 
pers  of  the  nature  required  which 
he  might  have  in  his  poffeffion  to 
one  of  his  confidential  fervants, 
for  the  purpofc  of  fubmitting  the-m 
to  the  houfe  ?  That  he  would 
wink  at  the  calumniation  of  a 
brave  officer  like  Sir  R.  Strachan  ? 
Such  a  fuppofition  was  as  oppofite 
to  the  character,  to  the  integrity, 
to  the  virtue  of  the  king,  as  it 
was  conformable  to  the  dark  fpirit 
of  low  intrigue  which  influenced 
the  conduct  of  his  minifters,  who, 
to  cover  their  own  imbecility  and 
diffenfions,  had  dragged  into  the 
difeuffion  the  perfonal  character  of 
the  fove reign. 

Mr.  Perceval  faid,  the  argument 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
proceeded  on  two  afiumptions,  that 
were  not  true  in  fa  (ft.  He  firft 
fuppofed  that  fome  communication 
had  been  made  by  Lord  Chatham 
to  the  king,  previous  to  that  of 
the  narrative  on  the  table;  and 
next,  that  in  this  previous  com¬ 
munication  he  had  calumniated  his 
brothers  officers,  and  on  thefe  two 
afiumptions  he  had  ftated,  that  Mr. 


Ryder  had  dragged  into  the  dif- 
cufiion  the  chara&er  of  the  fove- 
reign,  when  all  that  his  right  ho¬ 
nourable  friend  had  faid  was,  that 
if  the  houfe  were  to  alkhis  Majeftv 
for  papers  the  nature  of  which 
they  could  not  deferibe,  and  the  ex- 
iftence  even  of  which  they  could  not 
afeertain,  they  might  with  juft  as 
much  propriety  demand  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  any  imaginary  document 
whatever.  The  houfe,  unqueftion- 
ably,  had  a  right  to  call  for  all 
papers,  public  or  private,  nor  had 
he  any  objection  to  the  production 
of  any  paper  which  he  knew  was  in 
exiftence  and  officially  acceffible  ; 
but  when  it  was  propofed  to  call 
for  a  paper,  the  exiftence  of  which 
had  undoubtedly  not  been  rendered 
official  by  any  communication  from 
his  Majefty,  he  could  by  no  means 
aflent  to  fuch  a  propofttion.  Mr. 
Tierney  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  ad-* 
drefs,  the  neceffity  of  which  was 
warmly  enforced  by  Sir  Home  Pop- 
ham,  Sir  S.  Romilly,  Sir  J.  An- 
ftruther,  and  Mr.  Bathurft.  Mr. 
Canning  obferved,  that  when  Lord 
Chatham  had  accepted  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  expedition,  he  became 
as  refponfible  for  his  condud  as 
any  other  officer  in  the  army,  and  he 
could  not  fee  upon  what  ground 
the  noble  lord  or  any  other 
perfon  interefted  with  fuch  a  com¬ 
mand,  had  a  right  to  cut  out  for 
himfelf  a  royal  road  to  the  king's 
audience.  As  one  of  the  cabinet, 
he  was  refponfible  equally  w  ith 
the  reft  of  his  colleagues,  for  ti  e 
wifdom  or  policy  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  but  as  the  commander  cf 
the  expedition,  he  was  refponfible 
through  his  fecretary  of  ftateto  the 
king.  The  narrative  of  Lord 
Chatham  ought  therefore  to  have 
been  prefented  either  through  the 

fee  ret  ary 
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fecretary  of  ftate  or  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  army.  He  had 
heard  that  fome  diftindion  had  been 
taken  from  the  circumftance  of 
Lord  Chatham’s  appointment  hav¬ 
ing  taken  place  under  the  king’s 
fign  Manual.  But  he  did  not  fee 
that  this  affeded  the  cafe  ;  the  in- 
ftrudions  of  all  foreign  minifters 
received  the  fame  fandion.  With 
refped  to  the  motion  before  them, 
he  did  not  fee  how  it  could  be  re¬ 
filled.  He  believed  that,  if  the 
papers  did  exift,  they  were  in  idea 
greatly  exaggerated;  he  would 
fain  believe  that  they  did  not  exift 
at  all ;  but  he  did  not  think  that 
they  ought  to  be  withheld  on  the 
ground  of  their  not  being  official. 
Mr.  Whitbread  replied,  and  a  di- 
vilion  took  place,  when  there  were 
found  for  the  addrefs  1 78,  againft 
it  1 7 1 . 

On  the  following  Monday,  (Feb. 
26,)  the  chancellor  reported  to  the 
houfe  that  his  Majefty  had  been 
waited  on  with  their  addrefs,  and 
had  direded  the  houfe  to  be  in¬ 
formed,  that  e(  Lord  Chatham  hav¬ 
ing  requefted  his  Majefty  to  per¬ 
mit  him  to  prefent  his  report  to 
his  Majefty,  and  having  alfo  re¬ 
quefted  that  it  fhould  not  be  com¬ 
municated  for  the  prefent,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  had  received  it  ©n  the  15th 
of  January  laft,  and  kept  it  till  the 
10th  of  this  month,  when,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  wifh  having  been  ex- 
prelfed  by  Lord  Chatham  on  the 
7 th  of  this  month  to  make  fome  al¬ 
terations  in  it,  his  Majefty  had  re¬ 
turned  it  to  Lord  Chatham.  The 
report,  as  altered,  was  again  ten¬ 
dered  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham  to  his 
Majefty  on  the  14th  of  this  month, 
when  his  Majefty  had  directed  it 
to  be  delivered  to  the  fecretary  of 
ftate;  and  his  Majefty  had  not 


kept  any  copy  or  minute  of  this 
report,  as  delivered  at  either  of 
thefe  times,  nor  has  he  had  at  any 
time  any  other  report,  narrative, 
or  paper,  fubmitted  to  him,  by  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,  relating  to  the 
late  expedition  to  the  Scheldt.” 
On  his  next  examination  in  the 
committee,  Lord  Chatham  was 
queftioned  as  to  the  nature  and  fub- 
ftance  of  the  alterations  which  he 
had  made  in  the  narrative  when  it 
was  returned  to  him  by  the  king ; 
he  replied,  <(  that  after  fo  long  an 
examination  as  that  which  he  had 
gone  through,  he  could  not  per- 
fedly  recoiled  the  fubftance  ;  it 
was  a  paffage  towards  the  clofe  of 
the  report  which  contained  rather 
matter  of  opinion  or  fpeculation, 
and  which  he  thought  would  be 
better  out  of  the  report  which  was 
merely  a  ftatement  of  fads.” 

A  few  days  after  the  A/r#  ■, 
traniaccion  became  the 
fubjed  of  a  fpecific  motion  when 
Mr.  Whitbread  moved  two  refolu- 
tions,  the  firft  ftating  the  fads 
which  had  come  out,  and  the  fe- 
cond,  that  <f  the  Earl  of  Chatham, 
by  private  communication  to  his 
Majefty,  accompanied  by  a  defire 
of  fecrefy,  did  unconftitutionally 
abufe  the  privilege  of  accefs  to  his 
fovereign,  and  thereby  afford  an 
example  moft  pernicious  in  its  ten¬ 
dency  to  his  Majefty’s  fervice  and 
to  the  general  fervice  of  the  ftate.” 
In  the  fpeech  in  which  he  fupported 
thefe  refolutions,  he  dwelt  upon  the 
exiftence  of  that  fecret  myfteri- 
ous  and  unconftitutional  influence, 
which,  he  affirmed,  had  from  the 
very  commencement  of  this  reign 
fet  at  nought  that  refponfibility 
which  the  conftitution  demanded 
from  the  advifers  of  the  crown. 
Has  not,  faid  he,  fuch  a  commu¬ 
nication 
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nication  been  made  within  the 
walls  of  this  houfe  by  him  who 
carried  the  reputation  of  this  coun¬ 
try  to  the  zenith  of  its  glory  ?  I 
mean  by  the  firfl:  Earl  of  Chat¬ 
ham.  In  power  and  out  of  power, 
in  favour  and  difgrace,  that  great 
flatefman  felt  the  malignant  influ¬ 
ence  of  this  fecret  confpiracy 
which  he  declared  exifted  behind 
the  throne  and  was  greater  than 
the  throne  itfelf.  Strange  fatality! 
that  in  the  fon  of  that  very  man 
who  firfl  made  the  bold  and  awful 
annunciation,  we  fhould  find  one 
of  the  agents  of  that  occult  influ¬ 
ence,  which  the  father  fo  long  de¬ 
precated,  andfo  long  refilled.  That 
his  Majefty  was  not  in  any  degree 
to  blame  he  was  ready  to  admit, 
and  he  contended  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  courfe  he  propofed 
that  could  violate  the  royal  feel¬ 
ings. 

Mr.  Perceval  faid,  he  did  not  rife 
as  the  advocate  of  Lord  Chatham ; 
under  all  the  circumllances,  he 
thought  his  condudl  in  prefent  ing  the 
narrative  fuch  as  no  man  could  tho¬ 
roughly  approve ;  but  though  in 
the  view  he  took  of  his  proceeding 
he  faw  error,  he  could  not  confent 
to  bellow  upon  it  the  epithets  pro¬ 
pofed;  he  could  not  accede  to  the 
refolutions.  If,  indeed,  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham  had  fecretly  endeavoured  to 
blall  the  character  of  Sir  R. 
Strachan,  he  would  admit  that  no 
cenfure  the  houfe  could  pafs  on 
him  would  be  too  fevere.  But  was 
there  any  thing  in  the  conduct  of 
Lord  Chatham  that  could  give  co¬ 
lour  to  fuch  a  charge  ?  Was  there 
any  thing  in  his  chara&er,  that 
could  juliify  fuch  an  imputation  ? 
Had  he  had  any  fuch  malignant 
object,  the  meafures  he  would  have 
adopted  would  have  been  very  dif- 
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ferent.  If  his  narratives  was  in¬ 
tended  to  injure  the  character  of 
his  colleague  in  command,  why,  in 
the  name  of  fenfe  and  reafon,  did 
he  keep  it  back  at  all  ?  Why  delay 
to  prefent  it  till  the  15th  of  Janu¬ 
ary  ?  or  why  fubfequently  recall 
it,  with  the  view  to  have  it  pub- 
liflied  ?  The  noble  lord,  adting  as 
he  did,  was  certainly  not  corredlly 
right ;  but  it  was  not  fair  thence 
to  argue,  that  on  any  queflion  he 
could  not  give  advice  without  his 
colleagues  being  acquainted  with 
the  circumftance.  He  might  have 
been,  in  fome  degree,  driven  to  the 
meafure  by  the  popular  feeling  ex¬ 
cited  againft  him.  Mr.  Perceval 
Hated,  that  he  felt  the  inconvenience 
arifing  from  an  officer's  uniting  in 
himfelf  the  cabinet  minifter  and 
the  general  officer  ;  and,  unlefs  his 
mind  changed  very  much,  he  would 
never  place  another  in  a  fimilar 
fituation.  He  concluded  by  mov¬ 
ing  the  previous  queflion.  Mr.W. 
Wynne  infilled  that  the  houfe  was 
bound  to  come  to  fome  fatisfadlory 
iflue  on  the  fubjedl.  The  whole 
bufinefs  was  before  them,  and  they 
could  not  pafs  it  by.  They  were 
particularly  required  to  adopt  this 
courfe,  becaufe  they  had  been  left 
to  themfelves  to  fift  the  tranfadlion 
as  they  could,  and  had  come  at  the 
circumllances  merely  through  the 
examinations  at  their  bar.  Mr. 
Stephen,  without  profeffing  alto¬ 
gether  to  vindicate  the  condudl  of 
the  noble  lord,  could  not  afifent  to 
the  very  ferious  cenfure  which  it 
was  attempted  to  pafs  upon  it. 
There  was,  he  thought,  nothing  but 
what  was  very  venial  in  his  error ; 
and,  at  any  rate,  he  maintained 
that  there  was  no  fuch  urgency  in 
the  bufinefs  as  to  call  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  adoption  of  the  refolutions. 

Gentlemen 
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•Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  hgd.cjt- 
preffed  the  utmoft  anxiety  for  the 
Xpeedy  determination  of  the  inquiry; 
and  yet  what  would  be  the  refult 
of  adopting  the  refolutions,  if 
.not  to  to  Hop 'its  courfe  ?  (Cries 
of  hear,  hear!  from  the  oppofition 
bench.)  He  was  quite  .accuflom- 
ed  to  be  anfwered  by  tnefe  O.  P. 
arguments  on  the  other  fide.  He 
hoped  they  fhould  be  fpared  the 
O.  P  dance.  (Hear  hear!)  He  did 
not  alk  indulgence  for  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham,  becaufe  he  was  the  fon  of  one 
and  the  brother  of  another  William 
Pitt.  But  when  he  heard  the  tones 
of  the  noble  lord  at  the  bar  of  that 
houfe  and  obferved  his  features, 
they  recalled  ftrongly  to  his  mind 
the  recollection  of  the  late  illuf- 
trious  man,  now  mouldering  in  his 
tomb.  He  was  not  one  of  thofe 
who  thought  the  merits  of  an  il- 
luftrious  father  lhould  excufe  the 
offences  or  even  the  faults  of  his 
fon  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  would 
not  pluck  ftones  from  the  monu¬ 
ment  of  the  father  to  bruife  the 
head  of  the  fon  ;  as  appeared  to  be 
the  object  of  thofe  who  had  cited 
palfages  from  the  fpeeches  of  the 
parent  to  fupport  the  heavy  charges 

againfl  the  fon. 

,  .£> 

Mr,  Brougham,  m  an  able  and 
powerful  fpeech,  which  we  believe 
to  have  been  his  firft  in  the  houfe, 
fupported  the  refolutions.  Mr. 
Ban’kes  oppofed  them,  and  took 
occafion  to  declare  his  di (belief  of 
the  exigence  of  that  fecret  influ¬ 
ence  of  which  they  had  heard  fo 
much,  and  to  the  clamour  refpeCt- 
ing  which  Lord  Chatham’s  autho¬ 
rity  had  given  more  function  than 
it  deferved.  His  Majefly’s  mi- 
nifters,  he  faid,  were  refponfible, 
whether  the  advice  came  from  fe¬ 
cret  advifers,  from  the  king  him- 


fclf,  or  from  them.  Mr.  Canning 
wifhed  to  know  how  far  or  in 
what  way  the  fecond  refolution 
was  intended  to  be  followed  up.  If 
it  was  intended  that  the  houfe 
fhould  adopt  any  fuch  violent  or 
rigorous  meafure  as  an  addrefs  for 
the  removal  of  the  noble  lord  from 
his  Majefly’s  councils,  and  to  dif- 
qualify  him  from  ever  being  re- 
flored  to  them,  then  moft  certainly 
he  fhould  vote  againfl  it,.  On  the 
other  hand*  he  thought.it  could  not 
be  got  rid  of  by  the  previous  quef- 
tion.  Inflead  of  this,  he  would 
propofe  a  modification  of  the  refo¬ 
lution  to  the  following  purport; 
((  That  the  houfe  faw  with  regret 
that  any  fuch  communication  as  the 
narrative  of  Lord  Chatham  fhould 
have  been  made  to  his  Majefty, 
without  any  knowledge  of  the 
other  miniflers ;  that  fuch  condudl 
is  highly  reprehenfible,  and  de¬ 
fences  the  cenfure  of  this  houfe/* 
Mr.  Bathurfl  faid  he  fhould  vote 
for  the  refolutions  as  they  were, 
but  he  would  not  be  a  party  to 
making  them  the  foundation  of  a 
criminal  proceeding.  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  thought  the  conduct  of  the 
noble  lord  wrong  towards  his  col¬ 
leagues  in  office,  and  ft  1 11  more  fo 
towards  Sir  R.  Strachan,;  but 
though  he  allowed  It  was  highly 
improper,  he  could  not  agree  it 
was  unconflitutlonal.  He  faw  no 
reafon  for  concluding  that  the  fe- 
crecy  was  to  be  indefinite,  nor  did 
he  think  the  paper  contained  a 
charge  againfl  any  perfon,  unlefs 
as  far  as  an  attempt  to  exonerate 
himfelf  on  the  part  of  the  noble 
lord  might  be  fuppofed  to  imply 
blame  in  others.  All  who  had  al¬ 
ready  fpoken  feemed,  he  faid,  to 
have  overlooked  the  belt  excufe 
that  could  be  offered  for  the  noble 
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lord,  in  not  communicating  the 
narrative  to  his  colleagues  in  the 
firft  inftance.  The  excufe  fhould 
have  been,  that  from  the  fuuation 
of  the  government  at  home,  he 
really  did  not  know  who  .his  col¬ 
leagues  were,  and  under  that  im- 
preflion  had  gone  to  the  fountain 
head.  He  would  vote,  however, 
for  the  motion  of  his  honourable 
friend.  Mr.  Perceval  expreffed 
much  furprize  at  this  conclufion  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman’s 
fpeech,  as  his  arguments  were  all 
on  one  fide,  and  his  vote  on  the 
other.  He  repeated,  that  had  Lord 
Chatham  merely  delivered  his  nar¬ 
rative  to  the  king  without  re¬ 
fuelling  fecrecy,  he  would  contend 
there  was  nothing  in  it  in  the  leall 
degree  illegal  or  unconllitutional ; 
but  he  allowed  it  was  unconftitu- 
tional  to  make  this  direct  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  charge  of  fe¬ 
crecy.  Many  who  had  fpoken 
feemed  to  think  the  offence  unin¬ 
tentional  and  venial.  If  fo,  the 
juftice  of  the  cafe  might  as  well 
be  fatisfied  without  calling  for  a 
judgment,  by  adopting  the  pre¬ 
vious  quelfion  which  would  imply 
that  the  offence  was  of  a  nature  fo 
flight  as  not  to  call  for  a  ferious 
judgment. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  in  reply,  re¬ 
ferred  to  what  Mr.  Stephen  had 
faid,  that  the  object  of  the  motion 
was  lefs  the  cenfureof  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham  than  the  removal  of  miniflers. 
The  learned  gentleman’s  continued 
cry  was,  (t  You  want  to  get  them 
out why  fo  he  did,  but  he  found 
it  impolfible.  The  right  honour¬ 
able  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  brought  to  his  recolie&ion  a 
fcene  in  a  Neapolitan  puppet  (how, 
where  a  duel  takes  piace  between 
Punch  and  his  antagonill.  Poor 


Punch  is  run  through  the  body* 
His  friend  comes,  and  with  great 
flgns  of  grief  applies  his  mouth  to 
his  ear  and  afks  if  he  his  dead,  upon 
which  Punch  fprings  up  and  cries 
Bah.  So  with  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  on  the  other  fide, 
notwithflanding  the  repeated  de¬ 
feats  he  has  fuftained  during  the 
feflion,  at  the  very  moment  that 
you  expert  to  hear  nothing  more 
of  him,  up  jsumps  the  little  fellow 
and  fays,  <f  I  am  alive., ,r 

After  a  very  protrafted  debate 
the  houfe  became  clamorous  for  the 
queftion.  On  a  divifion,  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  previous  queftion 
1 88,  againft  it  22 r. 

Mr..  Whitbread’s  firft  refolution 
was  then  carried  •  he  waved  the 
fecond  and  Mr.  Canning’s  amend¬ 
ment  was  propofed  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Whitbread  next  moved,  that 
the  refolutions  be  laid  before  his. 
Majefty  by  fuch  members  as  were 
privy  counfellors ;  upon  which 
fome  members  exclaimed,  u  By  the 
whole  houfe.”  Mr.  Wilberforce 
and  Mr.  B.  Bathurft,  however,  both 
deprecated  any  meafure  that  might 
give  to  their  proceedings  the  cha- 
rafter  of  heat  or  perfonality  ;  the 
main  objeft  having  been  obtained, 
by  recording  on  the  journals  the 
fenfe  the  houfe  entertained  of  the 
tranfadlion,  in  a  conftitutional  point 
of  view.  Mr.  Whitbread  readily 
coincided  in  the  propriety  of  this 
obfervation,  and  declared  himfelf 
perfeftly  fatisfied  in  having  carried 
the  conflitutional  queftion  which 
was  all  he  had  at  heart;  and,  ac¬ 
cordingly,  with  the  permilTion  of 
the  houfe,  he  withdrew  his  mo¬ 
tion. 

It  does  not  appear  whether  any 
ulterior  proceeding  on  the  fubject 
was  intended  by  the  houfe.  If  any 
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fuch  was  in  agitation,  it  was  an¬ 
ticipated  by  Lord  Chatham,  who 
aimoft  immediately  refigned  his 
office.  It  was  now  expe&ed  that 
Lord  Mulgrave  would  fucceed  him 
at  the  ordnance,  and  that  Mr. 
Yorke  would  take  the  place  of  the 
latter  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  ; 
it  having  been  underftood  that  a 
negociation  had  already  been  on 
foot  for  the  introduction  of  that 
gentleman  into  the  cabinet,  and 
which  he  wasfaid  to  have  declined, 
from  a  difinclination  to  meet  his 
conflituents  by  vacating  his  feat. 
This  alarm  on  his  part  was  not  al¬ 
together  unfounded,  for  Mr.  Yorke, 
although  unqueftionably  as  honour¬ 
able,  as  high-minded  and  as  inde¬ 
pendent  a  man  as  any  of  which  his 
party  could  boaft,  had  contrived 
by  fome  part  of  his  late  parka* 
mentary  conduct  to  make  himfelf 
one  of  the  molt  unpopular  men  in 
the  country.  His  motion  for  the 
inforcing  of  the  ftanding  order  for 
the  exclufion  of  Grangers  had  es¬ 
pecially  excited  the  public  indig¬ 
nation  ;  and  the  faX  is  a  ftriking 
exemplification  of  the  little  con¬ 
nexion  which  fubfifts  between  the 
aXual  merit  of  a  man’s  public  con¬ 
duct,  and  the  degree  of  applaufe 
or  difapprobation  which  may  be 
attached  to  it  by  the  people.  When 
he  had  decided  to  take  a  place  in 
the  cabinet,  the  tellerfhip  of  the 
exchequer,  which  had  lately  be¬ 
come  vacant  by  the  unhappy  death 
of  Mr.  Eden,  was  bellowed  upon 
him,  and  his  feat  became  of  courfe 
vacated.  On  his  appearance  at  a 
meeting  at  Cambridge,  as  a  candi¬ 
date  for  the  reprefentation  of  the 
county  which  he  had  already  ftood 
for  twenty  years,  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  fuch  a  burft  of  difap¬ 
probation  that  for  a  conliderable 
time  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to 


obtain  a  hearing.  Lord  Francis 
Ofborne  was  propofed  inoppolition 
to  him  by  the  Marquis  of  Tavif- 
tock,  who  took  occafion  to  de- 
fcant  upon  the  political  career  of 
Mr.  Yorke  in  terms  of  the  utmoft 
feverity.  In  this  he  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Brand,  and  feveral  others. 
They  fcigmatifed  him  as  the  man 
who,  in  the  Duke  of  York’s  in¬ 
quiry,  had  revived  the  exploded 
cry  of  a  jacobinical  confpiracy : 
who  had  conftantly  ftood  forward 
to  browbeat  the  witneftes  and 
calumniate  thofe  who  had  patriot- 
ifm  and  intrepidity  enough  to  ap¬ 
pear  as  accufers- — who  had  even 
propofed  the  imprlfonment  of  Mrs. 
Clarke  during  an  adjournment,  in 
order  to  prevent  accefs  to  her.  “  Had 
he  not  told  us  that  could  he  have 
forefeen  the  evidence  given  on  that 
occafion,  he  would  have  fhut  the 
door  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in 
the  face  of  the  people  ?  which  he 
had  aXually  done  in  the  Walche- 
ren  inquiry  to  deprive  the  nation, 
as  far  as  was  poflible,  of  the  benefit 
of  that  inquiry,  when  he  had  found 
it  impoffible  to  prevent  it.  He 
congratulated  himfelf  when  he  had 
got  the  charges  againft  the  Duke 
of  York  in  a  tangible  lhape — but 
we  have  now  got  him  in  a  tangible 
lhape,  and  can  comment  on  the 
language  and  conduX  of  the  teller 
of  the  exchequer,  without  the  rifle 
of  his  fending  us  to  Newgate.” 
iC  What  was  his  hiftory?”  ex¬ 
claimed  a  Mr.  Gunning,  iC  he  firft 
tried  the  bar,  then  fet  up  as  a  par¬ 
liament  man,  and  making  ufe  of 
your  credit  and  your  capital,  this 
has  turned  out  a  very  profitable 
concern.  You  appointed  him  a 
guardian  of  the  public  purfe,  and 
now  with  your  money  in  his 
pockets  he  has  the  hardihood  to 
require  you  to  place  him  again  in 

the 


the  fame  fitaation.  Gentlemen 
am  like  moll  of  yourfelves,  a  plain 
farmer,  and  I  alk  you  this  plain 
queftion  :  If  a  fhepherd,  whom  we 
had  appointed  to  watch  the  flock, 
had  not  only  fullered  another  to 
Heal  the  Iheep,  but  had  adlually 
feafted  with  him  on  the  mutton 
and  clothed  himfelf  with  the  wool, 
Ihould  afterwards  have  the  effron¬ 
tery  to  alk  us  to  take  him  again 
into  our  fervice,  what  would  be 
our  anfwer  !  We  fhould  tell  him, 
that  he  had  betrayed  his  trull,  and 
that  it  Ihould  be  our  own  fault,  if 
he  ever  deceived  us  again.”  We 
have  given  this  as  a  fpecimen  of 
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the  fpirit  of  mifreprefentation 
which  prevailed.  The  tide  ran  fo 
high  again!!  him,  that  Mr.  Yorke 
did  not  venture  on  a  conteft.  It 
was  even  reported  that  his  own 
brother  Lord  Hardwicks  refufed 
to  encounter  the  unpopularity  of 
attempting  to  carry  him  through  ; 
and,  after  reprefenting  the  county 
of  Cambridge  for  twenty  years,  he 
was  fain  to  be  returned  to  parlia- 
ment  by  the  borough  of  St.Germains. 
1 1  was  not  till  alter  fome  weeks  that 
minillers  ventured  to  put  him  at 
the  head  of  the  admiralty;  the 
place  of  mailer  of  the  ordnance  in 
the  meanwhile  continuing  vacant. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Clofe  of  the  Committee  upon  the  Walcheren  Expedition .  Lord  Porchefer 
moves  a  Scries  of  Refolutions  in  Crimination  of  the  Conduct  of  Minifers 
in  this  Matter.  Lord  Caflereagh  defends  the  Plan  of  the  Expedition  at 
great  length.  Mr.  Ponfonhy  attacks  it.  General  Craufurd  fpeaks  in 
Vindication  of  it,  and  concludes  hy  moving  two  Refolutions  declaratory  of 
the  Approbation  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  vohole  Meafure.  Mr.  Rofe ,  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Canning ,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ,  fpeak 
in  Defence  of  the  general  Expediency  of  the  Attempt.  Mr.  Whitbread 
and  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  Mr.  Windham ,  vehemently  attack  it.  Mr. 
Bathurjl,  Mr.  Tierney ,  aud  Mr.  Brougham ,  fupport  the  Original  Refo¬ 
lutions.  On  a  Divifon  the  Refolutions  of  Lord  Porchefer  are  negatived , 
and  thofe  moved  by  General  Craufurd  carried  by  a  fmall  Majority . 
General  Dijfatisfadiion  of  the  Nation  at  this  Decifon .  Circumfance 

which  occurred  to  divert  the  Attention  of  the  Public  Mind  from  it.  Con - 
f  derations  upon  the  general  Wifdom  of  the  Meafure. 


THE  defeats  which  minillers 
had  fullained  upon  the  quef- 
tions  of  the  Walcheren  committee 
and  of  Lord  Chatham’s  narrative, 
unquellionably  led  their  opponents 
to  anticipate  with  confidence  the 
achievement  of  a  more  fignal  and 
important  triumph  when  the  merits 
of  the  plan  and  policy  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition  itfeif  fhould  be  fubmitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe  ;  and 


a  victory  upon  this  point,  it  was 
probably  expelled,  would  be  deci- 
five  of  the  fate  of  adminill ration. 
The  inveiligations  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  upon  the  fubjedl  were  clofed 
on  the  15th  of  March;  and  on 
the  26th  of  the  lame  month  Lord 
Porcheller  rofe  to  fubmit  to  the 
houfe  certain  refolutions  upon  the 
evidence  which  had  been  taken  at 
its  bar.  In  analyfing  that  evi¬ 
dence 
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dence,  the  noble  lord  obferved  that 
he  had  hoped  to  find  that  our  failure 
had,  at  lead  in  part,  been  attributa¬ 
ble  to  thofe  uncontroulable  caufes 
which  are  incident  to  all  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  war,  and  are  infeparable 
from  enterprifes  dependent  for  their 
fuccefs  upon  the  date  and  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  elements  ;  but  the  dif- 
aftrous  iffue  had  been  proved  to  be 
the  refult  of  predicted  and  antici¬ 
pated  caufes.  It  had  realized 
every  fear,  it  had  verified  every 
prediction  expreffed  by  all  thofe 
bed  competent  to  decide  upon  its 
policy  and  practicability,,  but 
whofe  opinions  upon  this  occadon, 
mod  fatally  for  the  honor  and 
intereds  of  the  country,  his  Ma. 
jedy's  minifters  did  not  think  it 
expedient  to  follow.  This  was 
the  point  upon  which  Lord  Por- 
cheder  reded  the  drefs  of  his 
charge  of  delinquency  on  the  part 
of  government ;  and,  in  the  courfe 
of  hisfpeech,  he  fucceflively  cited 
at  length  the  written  opinions 
which  had  been  given  by  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  Sir  Harry  Calvert, 
Colonel  Gordon,  General  Brown- 
rigg  and  Sir  John  Hope,  and  by 
the  naval  commanders  Sir  Richard 
Strachan  and  Sir  Home  Popham, 
contending  that  the  judgments  ofall 
thefe  officers  were  unanimous  as  to 
the  great  rifk  and  difficulty  of  the 
attempt  and  of  the  probable  inade¬ 
quacy  of  its  reful r.  With  refpeCt 
to  the  fcheme  of  operations,  he 
faid,  there  feemed  to  be  as  many 
plans  as  there  were  departments 
concerned.  That  of  Lord  Cable- 
reagh  feemed  to  be  a  coup  de  main> 
a  dafh  which  difdained  to  bop  even 
at  the  mod  defperate  rifks  and 
mod  appalling  dangers.  The  plan 
of  the  admiralty  was  not  to  hazard 
the  navy,  in  a  moll  intricate  navi¬ 


gation,  while  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer's  attention  wasabforbed 
in  calculations  upon  the  arrange¬ 
ment  which  diould  convey  the  ex¬ 
pedition  with  the  lead  poffible 
quantity  of  dollars.  The  admiral 
appeared  to  have  a  plan  ;  but  the 
commander  in  chief  feemed  to  have 
no  plan  at  all,  and  clearly  had  at 
no  time  during  the  campaign1 
given  the  fubjeil  any  confideration 
whatever. 

We  fhall  not  follow  Lord  Por- 
cheder  through  the  details  of  his 
reafonings  and  datemen-ts.1*  The 
arguments  on  the  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion  which  he  took  up  are  obvious 
enough.  The  expedition  had  com¬ 
pletely  failed  ;  and  after  the  events 
it  commonly  requires  but  little  acu¬ 
men  to  point  out  the  more  imme¬ 
diate  occafions  of  fuch  a  refult,,? orj  l 
to  fugged  expedients  by  which 
they  might  have  been  avoided.  Im 
our  abdrait  of  the  debates',  which* 
took  place  upon  this  bufinefs  we 
fhall  therefore  dwell  much  lefs  upon 
the  fpeeches  of  the  opponents  of  the 
meafure,  than  upon  thofe  in  which' 
it  was  defended.  Lord  Porcheder 
clofed  his  fpeech  by  propoiing  for 
the  adoption  of  the  houfe  a  fe- 
ries  of  refolutions.  p  which,  how¬ 
ever,  from  the  exhaudion  arifing 
from  his  previous  exertions,  he 
was  unable  to  read  himfelf.  They 
were  read  for  him  by  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple.  The  three  firh  dated  the 
fails  of  the  cafe  ;  the  fourth  de¬ 
clared  the  failure  of  the.  expedi¬ 
tion,  to  be  in  noway  imputable  to 
the  conduit  of  the  army  and  navy  ; 
the  fifth  and  flxth  adverted  to  the 
difeafe  which  had  broken  out  in 
the  troops  ;  and  in  the  leventh,  it 
was  dated,,  that  of  the  force  em¬ 
barked,  60  officers  and  3,900  men 
had  died  before  the  id  of  Fe¬ 
bruary 
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b-ruary  laft  ;  and  that  on  that  day 
217  officers  and  11,269  men  were 
reported  tick.  In  the  eighth,  it 
wasdeclared  that  the  expedition  to 
the  Scheldt  had  been  undertaken 
under  circumftances  which  afforded 
no  rational  hope  of  adequate  fuc- 
cefs;  and  at  the  precife  period  of 
the  year,  when  the  malignant  dif- 
eafe,  which  has  proved  fo  fatal  to 
his  Majefty’s  brave  troops,  was 
known  to  be  moil  prevalent  ;  and 
that  the  advifers  of  this  ill-judged 
enterprize,  are,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  houfe,  deeply  refponfible  for 
the  heavy  calamities  with  which 
its  failure  has  been  attended.,, 
There  was  further  a  fecond  fet  of 
refolutions,  relating  exclufively  to 
the  retention  of  the  illand  of  Wal- 
cheren  ;  and  which,  after  particu¬ 
larizing  the  circumftances  under 
which  that  meafure  was  adopted, 
and  the  unhappy  effefts  which  re- 
fulted  from  it,  declared  that  the 
conduct  of  the  advifers  of  it  called 
for  the  fevered  cenfure  of  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  rofe  immedi- 
ately  after  Lord  Porchefter,  and 
fpoke  at  great  length  and  with 
conliderable  ability  in  apology 
for,  or  rather  in  vindication  of,  the 
expedition  ;  and  he  did  not  fcruple 
to  affert  his  deliberate  and  tho¬ 
rough  convi&ion  that  the  merits  of 
it  Hood  upon  a  rock  not  to  be 
lhaken.  The  houfe,  he  obferved, 
was  called  to  decide  not  upon  the 
merits  of  a  military  operation 
which  has  aftually  been  tried  and 
has  failed,  but  to  pronounce  a  fpe- 
culative  opinion  whether  if  the 
force  allotted  for  the  main  object 
of  the  expedition,  viz.  the  attack 
upon  Antwerp  had  reached  its 
deftination  during  the  period  with¬ 
in  which  its  arrival  was  reafonably 
Vol.  LII.  or  V ol«  X 
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to  be  expefted,  it  would  or  would 
not  have  been  fuccefsful  ;  the  prac¬ 
ticability  of  our  fuccefs  mainly  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  fpeedy  arrival  of 
our  expedition  at  Sandvliet;  our 
arrival  there  early  or  late  in  Au- 
guft  conftituted  two  diftind:  cafes, 
which  Ihould  never  be  confounded 
in  argument  or  decifion.  As  mat¬ 
ters  turned  out,  the  operations 
againft  Antwerp  were  never  fairly 
brought  to  the  teft,  and  govern¬ 
ment  was  thus  called  upon  to 
anfwer  not  for  an  expedition,  the 
principal  objeiff  of  which  has  been 
defeated  upon  trial,  but  for  one 
which  in  its  ultimate  objeft  has 
never  been  tried  at  all.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  the  military  opinions  upon 
which  fo  much  ftrefs  had  been  laid, 
Lord  Cafllereagh  obferved,  that 
government  had  frequently  fent 
out  expeditions,  and  thofe  the  mod 
fuccefsful,  without  calling  for  any 
fuch  written  opinions  at  all;  the 
opinion  of  military  men  given 
freely  in  difcufiion,  are  infinitely 
more  advantageous  than  any  regu¬ 
lar  or  formal  opinion  which  they 
would  feel  themfelves  authorifed  to 
give  upon  any  fpecific  or  precife 
cafe  that  could  be  Hated  for  their 
confideration.  If  the  objeft  of 
minifters  were,  not  to  fiirink  from 
refponfibility,  but  obtain  military 
information,  there  was  no  mode 
lefs  likely  to  afford  it  than  that  of 
calling  for  written  opinions,  nor 
any  method  better  calculated  to 
produce  it  than  thofe  converfations 
in  which  military  men,  di  veiled  of 
refbonfibility,  will  freely  detail  all 
the  grounds  on  which  their  fenti- 
ments  and  views  are  founded. 
((  But  before  I  argue  the  queftion 
in  more  detail, ^  faid  the  noble  lord, 
i(  I  mull  obferve  that  the  inquiry 
which  has  been  gone  into  has 
[/)]  ft  ripped 
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ftripped  it  of  much  extraneous 
matter.  It  is  no  longer  to  be 
contended  that  the  expedition  could 
have  been  prepared  to  a&  before 
the  time  at  which  it  was  aftually 
fent  forth.  It  has  been  proved 
that  the  utmoft  exertions  were  un¬ 
remittingly  employed  to  prepare 
the  army  for  fervice,  and  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  army  itfelf,  nor  the  means 
of  tranfporting  it,  could  poflibly 
have  been  ready  at  an  earlier  pe¬ 
riod.  The  power  and  fufficiency  of 
the  armament  itfelf  has  ceafed  to 
be  a  matter  of  controverfy.  It 
has  alfo  been  eftablifhed  in  evi¬ 
dence,  that  all  the  equipments  of 
the  army  were  complete,  and  that 
every  man  proceeding  on  the  expe¬ 
dition,  was  effe&ive,  and  fit  for 
duty.  It  has  further  been  dif- 
tintftly  proved,  that  to  no  other 
quarter  than  the  Scheldt,  could 
the  efforts  of  our  arms  have  been 
diredled  with  any  thing  like  the 
fame  profpeft  of  advantage,  either 
to  our  own  interefts,  or  to  thofe  of 
the  common  caufe.  It  has  been 
faid,  that  in  directing  our  efforts  to 
the  Scheldt,  we  deferred  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  Peninfula,  and  thereby 
failed  to  carry  into  effeft  the  ob¬ 
jects  for  which  we  were  contend¬ 
ing  in  that  quarter ;  and  that  we 
negledfed  the  north  of  Germany, 
where  the  difpofitions  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  afforded  an  opening  ftill  more 
favourable.  To  elucidate  this 
branch  of  the  queftion,  I  called  for 
the  Auftrian  correfpondence,  to 
mark  more  diftin&ly  the  quarter 
(viz.  the  north  of  Germany)  to 
which  that  power  wifhed  to  di- 
redl  our  efforts,  and  I  wifhed  to 
fhew,  that  if  her  demands  were  not 
complied  with,  the  failure  on  our 
part  was  not  a  matter  of  choice,  as 
the  means  of  compliance  were  not 


within  our  competence.  The  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  late  fecretary  of  the 
treafury,  Mr.  Hufkiffon,  eftablifhes 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  in  no  quarrer 
of  the  continent,  neither  in  Italy 
nor  in  Spain,  nor  in  the  north  of 
Germany,  could  the  pecuniary 
means  have  been  procured  for 
equipping  and  maintaining  the 
army  then  difpofable  for  a  cam¬ 
paign  ;  that  our  exertions  were 
neceffarily  limited  to  an  operation 
on  the  enemy’s  coaft,  to  he  carried 
on  by  our  own  refcurces  alone,  and 
in  conne&ion  with  our  (hipping  ; 
and  that  our  only  option  was  be¬ 
tween  an  effort  on  the  Scheldt, 
which  combined  a  powerful  diver- 
fion  with  a  profped  of  flriking  a 
blow  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
the  immediate  fecurity  of  Great 
Britain,  and  a  defulrory  attack  on 
fome  other  lefs  important  point  of 
the  enemy’s  coafl  which  could 
have  prefented  neither  of  thofe  ob¬ 
jects  in  an  equal  degree.  Had  a 
Britifh  army  difembarked  in  the 
Elbe  and  Wefer,  without  the 
means  of  creating  a  great  native 
army  to  fupport  it,  how  could 
they,  menaced  as  they  muff  have 
been  on  their  left  by  the  Danes  in 
Holftein,  have  advanced  even  to 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  coafl  ?  on 
former  occafions  when  a  Britifh 
army  has  been  committed  in  ope¬ 
rations  on  the  continent,  it  has 
been  employed  in  a  friendly  coun¬ 
try  and  in  concert  with  the  army 
of  fome  great  continental  power. 
Its  rear  was  always  open,  and  con- 
fequently  the  pradficability  of  its 
retreat  afcertained.  Eut  here  we 
fhould  have  had  a  Britifh  corps 
committed  on  the  continent,  not 
for  definite  and  limited  purpofes, 
but  to  carry  on  a  campaign  in  a 
hoftile  country,  furrounded  by 
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powers  with  whom  we  were  at 
war,  and  on  the  approach  of  winter, 
when  the  navigation  is  interrupt¬ 
ed,  all  poffibility  of  retreat  would 
have  been  precluded*” 

Lord  Caftlereagh  then  proceeded 
to  vindicate  the  eligibility  of  the 
point  felecled,  with  a  view  to  the 
diverfion  of  the  enemy’s  force  from 
the  war  on  the  Danube.  At  the 
battle  of  Afpern,  the  Auftrianshad 
not  more  than  7 5,000  men,  and  the 
French  not  more  than  100,000, 
immediately  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Vien  na,  of  which  above  40,000 
were  either  killed  or  wounded  on 
that  memorable  day.  Could  it  be 
fuppofed  that  the  arrival,  at  fuch  a 
moment,  and  under  fuch  circum- 
llances,  of  a  Britilh  force  of  40,000 
men  in  the  Scheldt,  would  not  have 
a  powerful  influence  on  the  general 
fcale  of  the  war  ?  that  it  would 
not  compel  the  enemy,  in  vindica¬ 
tion  of  his  infulted  coaft  and  in 
prefervation  of  his  naval  power, 
either  to  direct,  without  delay,  a 
large  portion  of  his  exertions  to 
their  defence,  or  in  defpair  to  aban¬ 
don  them  to  their  fate  ?  Such  had 
in  fad  been  its  effects  even  after 
the  fatal  battle  of  Wagram  ;  and 
they  would  have  been  infinitely 
more  important,  had  our  armament 
reached  its  deftination  when  the 
fpirit  of  reflftance  was  abroad,  and 
while  the  influence  of  France  was 
dififolved  or  difowned  throughout 
the  northern  parts  of  Germany.  It 
is  true,  that  before  the  expedition 
had  failed  the  news  of  the  armif- 
tice  had  reached  England,  but  ftill 
the  revival  of  the  war  was  looked 
to  as  a  probable  event,  a  probability 
which  was  fubfequently  (Lengthen¬ 
ed  by  the  communications  made  by 
Auftria.  But  the  dired  and  im¬ 
mediate  objed:  of  the  expedition, 
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was  the  deftrudion  of  the  enemy’s 
naval  refources  in  the  Scheldt ;  of 
thefe  the  port  of  Flufhing  formed 
by  no  means  the  leaft  important. 
The  importance  of  deftroying  this 
harbour  had  grown  proportiona- 
bly  with  the  increafe  of  the  naval 
power  in  that  quarter.  It  was  an 
objed  which  had  frequently  occu¬ 
pied  the  attention  of  former  go¬ 
vernments  ;  and  if  its  redudion 
has  been  deferred,  it  arofe  merely 
from  military  impediments  ;  and 
not  from  any  idea  that  the  un- 
healthinefs  of  the  ifland  (hould 
preclude  its  occupation.  We  have 
repeatedly  had  garrifons  in  Flufh- 
ing.  We  had  one  there  for  thirty 
years  in  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth 
and  James.  In  1746  and  1794,  it 
was  again  occupied  by  our  troops. 
When  the  expedition  was  deter¬ 
mined  upon,  the  apprehenfion  of 
ficknefs  was  confined  to  that  part  of 
the  force  alone  which  was  deftined 
to  ferve  in  Walcheren  ;  and  there 
was  no  reafon  to  entertain  any  fear 
on  this  account  with  refped  to  the 
troops  deltined  to  land  at  Sand- 
vliet  and  proceed  againft  Ant¬ 
werp.  The  difembarking  of  fo 
large  a  portion  of  the  force,  with 
its  detention  for  fo  long  a  time  in 
South  Beveland,  which  was  the 
principal  occafion  of  the  ficknefs, 
has  been  (hewn  to  have  arifen  en¬ 
tirely  from  unforefeen  caufes  and 
to  have  been  utterly  inconfiftent 
with  the  plan  of  the  expedition. 
The  main  objed  in  view,  however, 
was  the  deftrudion  of  the  fleets 
and  arfenal  at  Antwerp.  ((  In 
eftimating  the  expediency  of  the 
attempt,  the  rilks  and  facrifices  in¬ 
volved  mu  ft  be  compared  with  the 
advantages  in  profped.  Of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  thefe  laft,  it  is  hardly 
neceflary  to  fay  any  thing  ;  but 
[D  2]  againlf 
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againft  them  are  to  be  balanced  the 
degree  to  which  the  health  of  the 
army  might  be  endangered,  the 
military  hazard  to  which  our  force 
was  to  be  expofed,  and  laftly,  the 
expence  which  fuch  an  effort  mud: 
occafion.  It  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  was  no  reafon 
whatever  to  apprehend  any  danger 
to  the  health  of  the  troops  by  the 
operation  againft  Antwerp  j  and 
the  evidence  of  the  quarter-mafter, 
General  Brownrigg,  diredly  proves 
that  the  army  would  not  have  been 
unduly  expofed  to  military  hazard 
by  the  mere  operation  itfelf.  It  has 
4  been  alfo  eftabliftied,  by  the  con¬ 
current  teftimony  of  every  officer 
examined,  that  the  army  might 
have  landed  at  Sandvliet  early  in 
Auguft,  and  advanced  to  Antwerp 
without  oppofition  ;  it  appears  in¬ 
deed,  that  fo  late  as  the  25th  of 
that  month,  the  landing  would 
have  taken  place  for  the  purpofe  of 
attacking  Lillo  and  Liefkenfhoeik, 
had  not  the  ficknefs,  prevailing 
in  South  Beveland,  difabled  fo 
confiderable  a  portion  of  our  force. 
It  cannot  therefore  be  contended 
that  the  attempt  was  originally 
of  a  nature  too  hazardous  to  be  un¬ 
dertaken,  when  it  might  have  been 
profecuted  without  the  apprehen- 
lion  of  extraordinary  rifk,  at  a  pe¬ 
riod  much  later  than  that  at  which 
under  more  favourable  circum- 
ftances  its  complete  termination 
might  have  been  looked  for.  The 
remaining  queftion  is  the  expence. 
This  by  fome  common-hall  orators 
has  been  eftimated  at  1 5,000, oool. 
and  even,  the  more  fober  of  our 
opponents  oppofite,  have  never 
hated  it  lower  than  5  or  6,000,000/. 
The  documents  before  the  houfe 
however  prove  that  the  total 
charge  has  not  exceeded  840,000/. 


of  which  not  more  than  600,000/. 
was  incident  to  the  fervice,  as  ori¬ 
ginally  projected.  The  expedi¬ 
tion,  in  fact,  inftead  of  being  the 
moft  expenfive,  has  been  the  leaft 
fo,  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude,, 
which  this  country  ever  fent  forth. 
Three-fourths  of  the  force  was  car¬ 
ried  in  the  fnips  of  war  then  in 
commiffion  ;  nearly  an  equal  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  tranfports  required, 
was  at  the  time  in  the  pay  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  could  not  haye  been 
paid  off  even  had  this  fervice  not 
been  undertaken.  Can  it  be  faid 
then,  when  the  objeds  in  view  are 
confidered,  that  this  expence  was 
improvidently  incurred?  Laying 
afide  all  expedation  of  injury  to 
the  naval  resources  of  France,  and 
regarding  merely  the  diverfion  to 
be  afforded  for  Auftria,  would  it 
not  have  been  our  duty  rather  than 
to  have  allowed  our  force  to  re¬ 
main  inadive,  to  have  employed  it 
upon  any  point  of  the  enemy’s  eoaft, 
which  at  the  fame  time  diftraded 
his  attention  and  fecured  to  us  a 
retreat  ?” 

“  It  remains  only  to  fhew  that 
the  enterprize  was  pradicable  in 
itfelf ;  that  it  was  not  under¬ 
taken  without  a  reafonable  prof- 
ped  of  fuecefs ;  and  that  the  beft 
means  were  devifed  for  carrying  it 
into  effed.  It  has  been  faid,  that 
the  expedition  was  fent  out  with¬ 
out  plan ;  but  the  fad  is,  that 
the  principle  of  carrying  the  right 
wing  of  the  armament  dired  to 
Sandvliet,  landing  the  troops  there, 
and  advancing  with  rapidity  upon 
Antwerp,  is  fully  and  diftindly 
laid  down  in  all  the  inftrudions. 
Now  it  is  eftablifhed  by  the  con¬ 
curring  teftimony  of  all  the  naval 
officers  examined,  that,  under  fa¬ 
vourable  circumftances  of  weather9 
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flie  whole  of  the  force  deftined  to 
aft  againft  Antwerp,  might  have 
been  carried  up  the  Weft  Scheldt 
in  four  days  from  the  period  of  its 
leaving  the  Downs  ;  that  is,  that 
the  whole  might  have  arrived  fuc- 
ceftively  in  divifions  on  the  ift, 
2d,  and  3d  of  Auguft  at  Sand- 
vliet.  With  refpeCl  to  the  enemy’s 
force  at  Antwerp,  General  Brown- 
rigg,  *n  his  memorial  fubmitted  to 
the  council  at  war,  reckons  it  at 
35  ,ooOo  This,  however,  in  his 
evidence  he  is  inclined  to  reduce 
to  30,000,  of  which  the  failors  of 
the  fleet,  and  workmen  in  the 
docks,  compofed  about  10,000, 
leaving  not  above  20,000  of  all 
defcriptions,  French, Dutch,  Danes, 
for  the  defence  of  both  banks 
of  the  Scheldt,  including  the  gar- 
rifons  of  Antwerp  and  Bergen-op- 
Zoom.  Now  our  force  at  Sand- 
vliet  would  have  confifted  ofz  3,000 
rank  and  file*  to  be  reinforced  by 
5  or  6000  upon  the  redu&ion  of 
Fiufking ;  and  of  the  feamen, 
amounting  in  the  grofs  to  33,000 
men,  20,000  at  leaft  would  have 
been  available  in  aid  of  the  land 
force.  The  defences  of  the  place 
itfelf  have  been  ’univerfally  de¬ 
scribed  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  great 
imperfednefs  and  decay,  infomuch 
that  it  was  not  thought  impoflible 
that  it  might  be  found  liable  to  be 
taken  by  aflault ;  and  at  any  rate 
it  would  probably  have  been  prac¬ 
ticable  to  eftablifh  batteries  at 
once  within  6  or  700  yards  of  the 
place,  without  the  neceffity  of  re¬ 
gular  approaches;  and  General 
Brownrigg  affirms,  that  in  all 
probability  a  furrender  might  have 
been  inforced  in  three  days  by  a 
bombardment.  There  was  more¬ 
over  reafon  to  expeCt  that  even 
previous  to  the  furrender,  the 
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arfenal  and  the  (hips  on  the  flocks 
might  in  great  meafure  have  been 
deftroyed  by  bombardment ;  and 
that  at  all  events,  though  the  ci¬ 
tadel  might  have  held  out,  it  would 
have  been  practicable  under  cover 
of  the  town  to  have  effeded  thofe 
objeds.  The  army  then  might 
have  been  landed  by  the  3d,  have 
advanced  to  Antwerp  by  the  6th, 
and  completed  every  preparation 
for  opening  their  fire  by  the  10th, 
at  which  time  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  garrifons  of  that 
town  and  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  did 
not  together  exceed  9000  men, 
exclufive  of  workmen  and  fearerem’’ 
This  was  the  fubftance  of  the 
noble  lord’s  defence  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  as  originally  propofed.  That 
it  muft  neceflarily  have  fucceeded, 
if  profecuted  to  a  clofe,  he  did  not 
pretend  to  affirm  ;  but  was  it,  he 
afked,  to  be  eftablifhed  as  a  princi¬ 
ple,  that  nothing  fhould  be  under¬ 
taken,  unlefs  every  circumftance 
bearing  upon  the  operations,  could 
be  previoufly  afcertained  ;  and  that 
nothing  fhould  be  riiked,  unlefs  fuc- 
cefs  be  demonftrated  to  be  inevita¬ 
ble?  Was  it  the  obfer vance  of  fuck 
a  principle  that  led  Nelfon  to  vic¬ 
tory  at  Aboukir  and  Trafalgar! 
that  regulated  the  conduCt  of  Wolfe 
at  Quebec,  or  dilated  the  memo¬ 
rable  expedition  to  Egypt  ?  Fallen 
indeed  would  be  the  greatnefs  of 
this  country,  and  irreparable  its 
fate,  if  fuch  notions  fhould  be  to¬ 
lerated  ;  if  a  Britilh  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  fhould  thus  lay  the  chilling 
hand  of  death  upon  the  rifing  ener¬ 
gies  and  accumulating  glories  of 
our  fleets  and  armies* 

Mr.  Fonfonby  rofe  upon  the 
conclufion  of  Lord  Caftlereagh’s 
fpeech,  but  the  cry  of  the  houfe 
was  for  an  adjournment,  which 
“[/>  3]  accordingly 
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accordingly  took  place  at  half-paft 
two  in  the  morning.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  night  Mr.  Ponfonby  re¬ 
lumed  his  obfervations.  The  noble 
lord,  he  obferved,  had  faid  that  the 
expedition  had  not  been  fairly 
tried.  In  what  refpeft  ?  Did  he 
mean  to  fay  that  the  mode  of  exe¬ 
cution  had  defeated  the  plan  ?  Were 
the  generals  wrong  in  retreating? 
Why  not  openly  ftate  to  the  King, 
to  that  houfe,  where  and  how  his 
plans  had  been  abufed  and  dif- 
comfited?  And  if  he  felt  that  fuch 
was  the  fad,  why  did  he  nor  move 
a  cenfure  upon  thofe  men  who  had 
refufed  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of 
the  failure  of  that  expedition  ?  The 
noble  lord  had  faid,  that  govern¬ 
ment  was  not  to  be  bound  by  the 
opinions  of  military  men.  True; 
they  might  ad  on  their  own  re- 
fponfibility  ;  but  then  they  were 
bound  to  ufe  their  difcretion  with 
common  fenfe;  and  if  they  thought 
it  right  to  ad  in  oppofition  to  mi¬ 
litary  opinions,  they  made  them, 
felves  thereby  more  deeply  refpon- 
fible.  Now  all  the  written  opi¬ 
nions,  which  the  noble  lord  had 
called  for,  were  clearly  adverfe  to 
the  expedition,  and  he  had  nothing 
to  fet  againft  thofe  authorities. 
Adverting  to  the  confident  tone  in 
which  Lord  Caftlereagh  had  vindi¬ 
cated  his  meafures,  Mr.  Ponfonby 
faid,  the  noble  lord  feemed  to 
feel  as  if  he  had  performed  fome 
great  fervice  to  his  country  ;  he 
thought  he  was  upon  a  rock  ;  he 
called  for  acquittal  from  the 
juftice  of  the  houfe.  He  had  in¬ 
deed  reafon  to  calculate  liberally 
upon  the  juftice  of  the  houfe.  They 
had  often  been  deaf  to  the  calls  of 
juftice,  and  pardoned  his  offences 
only  to  repeat  the  exercife  of  their 
forgivenefs.  He  was  either  wrong 


or  he  was  right ;  if  right,  why 
that  latent  intrigue  among  his 
colleagues,  in  which  even  his 
neareft  connexions  took  a  part# 
Why  did  they  all  agree  that  he  was 
incompetent  to  the  fituation  which 
he  held  ?  Why  did  they  agree  that 
he  fhould  ftay  in  office  till  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  expedition  which 
he  himfelf  had  planned — then  to  be 
turned  out,  whether  it  failed  or 
fucceeded  ?  They  were  anxious  to 
fend  out  the  expedition,  in  order 
to  fend  out  the  noble  lord.  They 
were  fo  anxious  to  get  rid  of  him, 
that  they  fuffered  him  to  plan  what 
they  were  confcious  muft  fail,  but 
which  failure  would  relieve  them 
from  the  noble  lord.  The  condudf 
of  that  houfe  was  one  of  the  molt 
powerful  caufes  of  the  late  calami¬ 
tous  expedition.  They  had  now 
to  fuffer  the  confequences  of  their 
weak  indulgence  to  the  incorrigi¬ 
ble  fatuity  of  a  fet  of  men  who 
thought  that  becaufe  they  were 
tolerated  they  were  approved. 
Unfeeling  from  habit,  bold  from 
ignorance,  and  confident  from  in¬ 
firmity,  they  grew  more  hardy  as 
they  became  more  criminal.  Let 
the  houfe  affert  its  dignity  by 
wrefting  from  them  the  means  of 
doing  mifchief. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  was  followed  by 
General  Craufurd,  who  entered 
upon  a  vindication,  both  of  the 
plan  and  condudl  of  the  expedition, 
at  fuch  an  unufual  length,  that  his 
fpeeeh  almoft  wholly  occupied  the 
remainder  of  the  night’s  debate. 
He  began  by  canvaffing  the  feveral 
fehemes  that  had  been  fuggefted  for 
the  preferable  employment  of  our 
force  in  the  late  campaign.  The 
notion  of  fending  an  army  to  the 
Adriatic,  he  contended,  was  ab- 
furd,  fince  even  if  the  thing  had 
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been  pra&icable,  our  troops  mutt 
have  arrived  too  late  to  be  of  ufe. 
That  of  landing  in  the  north  of 
Germany,  without  the  hope  of 
Ruffian  or  Pruffian  co-operation,  he 
confidered  was  hardly  more  ad- 
vifable.  To  have  fent  them  to 
Portugal, would  only  haveincreafed 
the  embarraffment  which  the  dearth 
of  fubfiftence  had  already  occafion- 
ed  to  our  troops  in  that  quarter. 
We  might  indeed  have  employed 
them  with  forae  efFedt  in  Andalufia ; 
but  before  we  ventured  this,  it  was 
neceflary  to  have  the  temporary 
pofleffion  of  Cadiz  as  our  chief 
depot,  and  as  a  point  to  retreat  to 
in  cafe  of  failure ;  and  this  the 
jealoufy  of  the  Spaniards  had  re¬ 
filled  to  us.  No  other  point 
therefore,  he  contended,  prefented 
itfelf  to  our  attack  but  the  Scheldt ; 
and  no  other  one,  in  fad,  was  in 
itfelf  more  eligible.  He  had  not, 
he  faid,  the  leaft  doubt  but  that 
Buonaparte  would  one  day  under¬ 
take  the  invalion  of  this  country. 
It  was  his  chief  and  favourite  pro- 
jed ;  the  latt  ad,  without  which 
his  great  drama  would  be  incom¬ 
plete.  And  the  naval  eftablifh- 
ment  in  the  Scheldt  would  more 
contribute  to  the  facility  and  fafety 
of  the  attempt,  than  thofe  of  all 
the  other  ports  in  the  French 
empire.  To  deftroy  that  etta- 
blifhment,  was  therefore  an  objed 
fully  fufficient  to  juftify  the  expe¬ 
dition.  Nor  was  there  any  thing 
of  that  impradicability  in  the  at¬ 
tempt  which  fo  many  had  thought 
proper  to  attribute  to  it.  If  the 
batteries  at  Cadfand  had  been  de- 
ftroyed,  and  the  communication 
with  Flulhing  cut  ofF,  Liefken- 
lhoeik  might  have  been  taken  in 
two  days  ;  Lillo  in  four ;  and,  al¬ 
lowing  three  days  for  delays. 


[55 

20,000  men  might  have  arrived 
before  Antwerp  on  the  10th  with 
30  pieces  of  bombarding  artillery. 
Within  five  days  after,  enfilading 
batteries  might  have  been  efta- 
blifhed,  a  breach  efFeded  in  forty- 
eight  hours,  and  the  garrifon 
driven  into  the  citadel ;  a  few 
days  more  would  have  been  fuffici¬ 
ent  to  enfure  the  redudion  of  that. 
The  arfenal  might  then  be  de- 
ftroved  with  eafe ;  and  probably 
the  fn ips,  though  that  would  de¬ 
pend  upon  contingencies.  The 
enemy  could  not  mutter  more  than 
1 5,000  men  on  the  27th,  and  thofe 
of  the  very  worft  defcription ; 
depot  battalions,  Dutch  troops, 
confcripts,  and  fome  few  feamen. 
But  it  was  afked,  what  would  they 
have  done  with  Breda  and  Bergen- 
op-Zoom  ?  Fie  would  have  mafked 
Bergen-op-Zoom  with  6000  men, 
and  in  the  face  of  thefe  the  garrifon 
would  not  have  ventured  to  ftir 
out.  If  they  did,  they  would  have 
been  defeated  ;  we  would  have  en¬ 
tered  the  town  with  them,  and  the 
place  would  be  taken,  ( a  laugh J. 
“  By  God/’  faid  the  gallant  gene¬ 
ral,  with  great  emphatts,  “  You 
mutt  have  taken  it/*  As  to  the 
garrifon  of  Breda,  they  durft  not 
come  near  us ;  that  was  entirely 
out  of  the  queftion.  We  fhould 
have  knocked  them  down  and 
trampled  upon  them  ;  ground  them 
to  dull  and  fcattered  them  before 
the  wind.  All  this  was  upon  a 
fuppofition  of  favourable  wind  and 
weather,  which  it  was  only  fair  to 
affume.  The  operation  in  itfelf 
was  perfedily  practicable ;  but 
why  then,  it  will  be  afked,  did  it 
fail  ?  Solely  from  the  circumftance 
of  the  armament  being  driven  by 
ftrefs  of  weather  into  the  Roompot, 
inttead  of  proceeding  diredtly  up 
[D  4]  the 
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the  Weiling  Channel.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this,  Lord  Huntley  ar¬ 
rived  off  Cadfand  without  means 
fufficient  to  land  his  troops ;  and 
therefore  had  it  not  in  his  power 
to  deflroy  the  batteries  there.  The 
communication  between  Fluffing 
and  Cadfand  not  being  cut  off, 
Fluffing  was  reinforced;  the  whole 
of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  divifion  was 
then  employed  in  the  fiege,  which 
was  thus  unavoidably  protradled. 
Notwithftanding  every  exertion, 
there  was  fcarcely  the  moll  diftant 
profpecl  of  fuccefs  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  that  the  armament  went  into 
the  Roompot  ;  and  he  did  not  he- 
litate  to  Ante  his  decided  convic¬ 
tion,  that  no  man  living  could  have 
done  more  than  Lord  Chatham  in 
the  fame  eircumflances.  The  ge¬ 
neral  concluded,  by  moving  an 
amendment  upon  Lord  Porchefter’s 
refolutions,  which  purported  that 
the  houfe  approved  the  condudl  of 
minifters  in  fending  out  the  late 
expedition ;  and  declared,  that 
they  were  not  refponfible  for  the 
failure  of  its  ulterior  objedls,  from 
the  unforefeen  eircumllances  of  the 
wind  and  weather.  He  moved  alfo 
a  fecond  refolution,  declaratory  of 
the  propriety  of  the  retention  of 
Walcheren.  Mr.  Herbert  of 
Kerry,  and  Mr.  Marry  art,  fup- 
ported  the  amendment.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  then  moved 
an  adjournment,  which  took  place 
at  three  in  the  morning. 

,  When  the  debate  was 
areh  refumed  on  the  following 
Thurfday,  General  Tarle- 
ton  led  the  way  in  a  reply  to  the 
fpeech  of  General  Craufurd.  Mr. 
Rofe  faid,  that  fetting  afide  the 
merits  of  the  attempt  confidered 
as  a  diverfion,  the  taking  of  Fluff  - 
ing  alone,  could  it  have  been  re¬ 


tained,  was  worth  the  whole  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  expedition.  Lord 
Nelfon,  when  employed  againfl 
Boulogne,  had  declared  it  to  be  his 
opinion,  that  the  conqueft  of  that 
ifland  was  the  moll  important  ob- 
jeft  this  country  could  achieve  ; 
and  he  had  offered  to  undertake  it 
with  five  or  fix  thoufand  men.  By 
the  poffeffion  of  that  port,  where 
twenty  fail  of  the  line  could  lie  in 
the  bafon fully  equipped,  and  ready 
to  come  out  with  an  eaft  wind,  we 
fliould  avoid  the  expence  of  keep¬ 
ing  two  fleets  on  different  ftations, 
to  watch  the  enemy.  Mr.  Rofe 
then  adverted  to  the  hiftory  of  the 
lafl;  century,  to  fhew  that  the  pre- 
fent  was  by  no  means  the  moll  fal¬ 
lible  of  all  poflible  adminiflrations. 
Prince  Eugene  had  failed  at  Tou¬ 
lon  ;  Sir  John  Mordaunt  at  Roche¬ 
fort  ;  Lord  Anfon  at  Cherburgh  ^ 
and  in  more  modern  times,  the 
predeceffors  of  the  prefent  minif- 
try  had  not  been  more  fortunate 
at  Rofetta,  and  in  the  Darda¬ 
nelles.  Lord  Francis  Ofborne,  in 
a  maiden  fpeech,  and  Lord  George 
Grenville  fupported  the  original 
refolutions.  Mr.  W.  Fitzgerald 
oppofed  them.  Mr.  Grattan  af¬ 
firmed  that  the  expedition  failed  at 
the  period  when,  as  predicted  by 
Sir  H.  Popham,  the  foul  weather 
began.  “It  failed  after  the  armif- 
tice  had  been  concluded  between 
France  and  Auftria ;  when,  if 
your  ally  had  had  the  calamity  of 
lending  an  ear  to  your  recommen¬ 
dation  to  renew  hoftili ties,  the 
meafure  of  her  miferies  would  have 
been  filled  up,  and  the  hopes  of  her 
recovery  blafted  for  ever.  Thefe 
then  were  the  aufpices  under  which 
your  armament  failed,  while  pefti- 
lence  and  plague  were  awaiting  its 
arrival  to  commence  with  ravenous 
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appetite,  their  contagious  warfare 
againft  your  gallant  defenders. 
But  the  authors  of  thefe  calamities 
contend,  that  this  houfe  fhould  not 
try  by  mechanic  rules  the  unmea- 
furable  fpirit  of  the  Britifli  heart. 
They  appeal  to  the  feats  of  our 
anceftors  and  to  the  glories  of  our 
hiftory,  to  palliate  the  effeds  of 
minifterial  temerity  and  ignorance. 
Do  they  forget  that  when  that 
fpirit  was  excited,  when  thofe 
glories  were  achieved,  they  were 
direded  againft  the  ancient  enemy 
of  their  name,  in  hard-fought  bat¬ 
tle  with  the  battalions  of  France 
and  Spain,  not  in  the  inglorious 
ftruggle  with  peftilence  or  plague? 
In  my  conception  of  public  delin¬ 
quency,  there  can  be  no  condud 
more  reprehenfible  than  that  of  his 
Majefty's  minifters,  except  indeed 
the  condud  of  this  houfe,  if  it 
Ihould  be  fo  forgetful  of  its  duties 
as  not  to  condemn  them." 

Mr.  Canning  fpoke  chiefly  in 
vindication  of  the  general  policy 
which  had  didated  the  late  expe¬ 
dition,  In  all  our  continental  rrtea- 
fures,  we  were  bound,  faid  he,  to 
combine  with  the  confideration  of 
what  is  immediately  ufeful  to 
others,  that  of  what  may  be  ulti¬ 
mately  not  prejudicial  toourfelves. 
To  ourfelves  we  owe  a  duty  of 
felf- prefer vation,  and  that  meafure 
is  the  moft  advantageous  which, 
while  it  advances  the  common 
caufe  in  the  firft  inftance,  at  the 
fame  time  fortifies  us  for  the  fepa- 
rate  conteft  which  we  may  have 
to  carry  on  hereafter  unaided  and 
alone.  He  difclaimed,  therefore, 
the  mode  of  argument  which  efti- 
mated  the  expedition  folely  by  its 
utility  as  a  diverfion  in  favour  of 
Auftria.  The  projed  of  an  attack 
on  the  Scheldt  did  not  originate 
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in  the  Auftrian  war.  It  had  been 
frequently,  for  many  years  paft, 
in  rhe  contemplation  of  the  Britifli 
cabinet  ;  and  when  Lord  Grey 
went  out  of  office,  he  ftrongly  re¬ 
commended  to  his  fucceiTors  a  vigi¬ 
lant  attention  to  the  growing  na¬ 
val  means  of  the  enemy  in  the 
Scheldt,  deferibed  the  accumulated 
facilities  of  annoyance  afforded  to 
Buonaparte  by  the  poffeflion  of  the 
mouths  and  courfe  of  that  river, 
and  particularly  pointed  out  the 
arfenal  of  Antwerp  as  the  moft 
defirable  objed  of  attack  upon  any 
favourable  occafton. 

iC  Confidered  with  a  view,  there¬ 
fore,  to  its  immediate  objed  alone, 
the  expedition  would  have  been 
juftified.  Then  came  the  Auftrian 
war,  and  then  came  urgent  appli¬ 
cations  from  Auftria  for  afliftance. 
The  points  to  which  that  power 
direded  our  attention  were  three ; 
a  defeent  upon  Italy,  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  our  operations  in  the  Pe- 
ninfula,  and  a  diverfion  in  the  north 
of  Germany.  The  firft  was  at¬ 
tempted  and  defifted  from  only 
when  a  perfeverance  in  it  on  our 
part  could  no  longer  be  produdive 
of  any  benefit  to  the  caufe  of  Auf¬ 
tria.  In  the  Peninfula  our  opera¬ 
tions  were  purfued  with  unremit¬ 
ting  earneftnefs.  With  refped  to 
the  diverfion  in  Germany,  much  has 
been  faid  of  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  the  infurredions 
which  the  appearance  of  a  Britifli 
force  in  that  quarter  might  have 
called  forth ;  but  I  have  already 
declared  my  opinion,  that  to  excite 
fuch  infurredions  without  having 
the  means  of  affording  effeduai 
permanent  protedion  to  the  infur- 
gents,  is  an  ad  of  the  greateft  cru¬ 
elty  as  well  as  impolicy.  Our 
army  muft  have  returned  in  the 
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winter.  No  one  of  thofe  who 
have  moft  Hrenuoufly  contended  for 
the  expediency  offuch  a  diverfion, 
has  ventured  to  go  the  length  of 
Hating  that  it  would  have  been 
politic  to  rifle  the  fate  of  a  Eritifh 
army  during  the  winter  in  that 
part  of  the  continent.  The  times 
are  indeed  long  paH  when  foreign 
armies,  moving  in  great  maffes, 
could  maintain  themfelves  like  a 
feparate  Hare  or  nation  among  na¬ 
tions  in  the  heart  of  Germany 
for  many  fuceeffive  feafons,  and 
the  force  we  could  foare  for  fuch 
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an  undertaking  muH  have  been  fo 
fmall,  as  to  be  utterly  inadequate 
to  the  accomplishment  of  it.  With 
whatever  good  fortune,  therefore, 
it  might  have  commenced  its  ca¬ 
reer,  it  muH  have  been  finally 
withdrawn  before  the  winter  ;  and 
I  fhudder  at  the  calamities  that 
would  have  been  brought  upon  the 
unfortunate  inhabitants,  who,  hav¬ 
ing  been  induced  to  take  up  arms 
upon  the  faith  of  Britilh  protection, 
muH  have  been  left  expofed  to  all 
the  vindictive  outrages  of  exafpe- 
rated  tyranny,  whenever  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  feafons,  independent  of 
military  difahers,  fhould  render  it 
indifpenfible  for  the  Britilh  army 
to  retire.” 

“  But  this  is  not  all.  Broken 
down  and  humbled  as  Pruffia  was, 
Ihe  Hill  had  an  army  which,  though 
unable  to  make  head  againH 
France,  might  yet  have  been  very 
formidable  againH  the  limited  force 
which  we  could  have  fent  out  to 
Germany.  With  that  army,  the 
Britilh  army,  in  the  courfe  of  its 
operations,  muH  have  come  in  con. 
taCl ;  and  if  that  were  likely, 
(nay  rather,  if  it  was  impolfible  to 
avoid  it)  I  will  alk  whether,  un¬ 
der  all  the  circumHances  of  Europe, 


it  would  have  been  prudent  fn  us 
to  have  involved  ourfelves  in  ac¬ 
tive  hoflilities  with  Pruffia  ;  or  on 
the  other  hand,  if  any  thing  like 
an  underHanding  fhould  have  ap¬ 
peared  to  exife  between  Pruffia  and 
us,  would  it  not  have  furnilhed 
Buonaparte  with  a  plaufible  pre¬ 
text  for  wrefting  from  the  monarch 
of  that  country  the  bauble  of  a 
feeptre,  and  tearing  from  his  head 
the  mockery  of  a  crown  which  he 
is  Hill  allowed  to  wear?  If  then 
thefe  would  have  been  the  confe- 
quences  that  would  have  refulted 
from  an  expedition  to  the  north  of 
Germany,  need  more  be  faid  to 
Ihew  that  it  was  the  boundenduty 
of  his  Majefty’s  government  to 
paufe  before  they  fhould  undertake 
it  ?  Nay,  that  they  are  fully  juHi- 
fied  in  having  declined  the  under¬ 
taking  after  the  moH  grave  and 
mature  deliberation  ?” 

“  All  this  would  be  true,  even 
upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  infur- 
re  Cl  ions  in  Germany  had  rifen  to 
fuch  an  height  without  our  inter¬ 
ference,  as  to  hold  out  fome  temp¬ 
tation  to  an  enterprize  of  this  kind 
which,  without  fome  fuch  induce¬ 
ment,  would  have  been  madnefs. 
But  after  all,  what  was  actually 
the  cafe  at  the  time  of  thefe  in- 
furreClions  ?  A  bold  and  adventu¬ 
rous  foldier  (Schill)  impelled  by 
loyalty  and  national  zeal,  though 
unauthorifed  by  hisfovereign,  took 
up  arms  againH  the  common  ene¬ 
my,  and  Jiaving  affembled  a  few 
followers,  commenced  an  intrepid, 
but  fhort-lived  career  of  aClive 
hoHility  and  daring  enterprize. 
The  Prince  of  Pleffe,  feeking  the 
recovery  of  the  dominions  of  which 
he  had  been  deprived  by  Buona¬ 
parte,  was  employed  in  raifing  a 
corps  of  partifans :  and  the  gallant 
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Duke  of  Brunfwick,  anxious  to 
revenge  the  wrongs  fuftained  by 
his  illuftrious  houfe,  had  placed 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  but 
chofen  band  of  troops,  and  was 
enabled,  partly  by  the  bravery  of 
his  followers,  and  partly  by  the 
good  will  of  his  people,  totraverfe 
the  whole  of  the  north  of  Germany 
unmolefted,  defeating  feveral  corps 
of  the  enemy,  hisfuperiors  in  num¬ 
ber,  on  the  way.  This  was  the 
fum  of  the  infurredions  in  Ger¬ 
many.  The  little  obftrudion  given 
to  the  different  bodies  of  troops  in 
arms,  was  undoubtedly  a  proof  of 
the  difpofition  of  the  mafs  of  the 
inhabitants  ;  but  that  difpofition, 
though  friendly,  was  inadive  and 
quiefcent.  Splendid  as  they  were 
as  inftances  of  individual  heroifm, 
thefe  partial  and  detached  exer¬ 
tions  furely  did  not  amount  tofuch 
an  expreffion  of  national  will,  nor 
hold  out  fuch  affuranee  of  general 
concert,  as  would  alone  have  jufti- 
fied  a  landing  in  the  north  of  Ger¬ 
many,  in  reliance  upon  the  co-ope- 
ration  of  the  people.  It  was  furely 
incumbent  upon  us,  before  we  em¬ 
barked  in  fuch  a  momentous  enter- 
prize,  to  compare  our  means  with 
the  end,  to  weigh  the  poffible  ad¬ 
vantage  againft  the  certain  fa- 
crifice,  and  to  keep  ever  uttermoft 
in  our  contemplation,  the  dreadful 
fufferings  that  its  failure,  or  even 
its  partial  fuccefs,  would  draw 
down  upon  the  population  of  Ger¬ 
many/' 

Mr.  Canning  then  examined  the 
particular  plan  of  the  enterprizeas 
adopted  by  minifters.  That  the 
French  were  furprifed,  he  (hewed 
from  the  very  language  of  the  Mo. 
niteur,  in  which  a  kind  of  official 
correfpondenee  between  Buonaparte 
and  his  minifter  at  war,  had  been 
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publifhed  with  a  view  to  make  the 
people  believe  that  Antwerp  had 
not  been  incautioufly  negleded. 
The  objed  was  to  ft r ike  a  coup  de 
main>  fuch  as  had  recently  been 
completely  fuccefsful  at  Copenha¬ 
gen,  fuch  as  had,  in  numberlefs 
inftances,  fufficed  for  the  redudion 
even  of  fortreffes  in  the  higheft  date 
of  military  defence.  “  It  is  true," 
faid  he,  “  its  fuccefs  was  not  demon- 
ftrably  certain  ;  but  war  never  has, 
and  never  can  be  carried  on  with¬ 
out  incurring  fome  danger,  and 
leaving  fomething  to  hazard.  The 
enterprize  indeed  has  unqueftiona- 
bly  failed,  and  much  has  been  faid 
by  our  accufers,  of  the  neceffity  of 
marking  w'ith  extraordinary  feve- 
rity  a  failure  fo  deciftve  ;  but  of 
this  policy,  as  a  matter  diftind 
from  juftice,  I  entertain  great 
doubts.  I  doubt  whether  the  vice 
of  the  Britifti  conftitution  and  go¬ 
vernment  be  a  too  great  pronenefs 
to  undertake  fplendid  and  daring 
enterprizes,  or  its  main  perfedion 
an  uncommon  facility  for  conduct¬ 
ing  the  operations  of  war.  There 
is  enough  already,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  both  of  difficulty  to  impede, 
and  of  refponftbility  to  daunt,  any 
adminiftration  in  this  country,  to 
whom  the  condud  of  a  war  is  en- 
trufted ;  and  when  that  war  is  to 
be  carried  on  with  fuch  an  enemy 
as  him  with  whom  we  have  to  con¬ 
tend  at  prefent,  it  is  not,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  politic  to  go  one 
ftep  beyond  what  juftice  may  pre- 
fcribe  to  enhance  the  difficulty, 
and  prefs  the  weight  of  that  refpon- 
libility  on  the  government.  Poffi- 
bly  I  might  think,  that  even  to 
ftop  fomething  (hort  of  an  extreme 
and  rigorous  account,  might  be  the 
more  politic  alternative  of  the  two. 
We  have  to  contend  with  an  ene¬ 
my* 
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my,  who,  with  whatever  qualities 
he  may  be  endowed  by  nature,  has 
full  fcope  and  play  given  to  all  his 
faculties  and  views,  by  the  unli¬ 
mited  power,  the  irrefponfible  free¬ 
dom  with  which  he  adls  ;  and 
againft  this  unity  of  counfel  we 
have  to  contend  under  the  difad- 
van  tages  of  a  mixed  and  compli¬ 
cated  government.  Secrefy  of  de- 
fign,  celerity  of  execution,  a 
boldnefs  of  adventure,  ariiing  from 
a  fearleffnefs  of  refponfibiliry  for  ill 
fuccefs  are  the  qualities  the  molt 
ufeful  for  the  vigorous  profecution 
of  military  operations.  They  are 
advantages  which  our  defpotic  ad- 
verfary  enjoys  in  themoft  eminent 
degree  ;  they  are  thofe  which  a 
free  government  neceffarily  wants. 
I  doubt  whether  it  he  politic  to 
aggravate  the  inequality  of  fuch  a 
contelf,  by  a  feverity  of  fcrutiny, 
and  a  hardnefs  of  animadverlion 
upon  failure,  which,  by  making 
refponfibility  too  heavy  to  be 
borne,  has  a  tendency  to  make  all 
enterprize  too  hazardous  to  be  at¬ 
tempted.  ** 

Mr.  Whitbread  rofe  after  Mr. 
Canning,  and  began  his  fpeech  by 
a  bitter  inventive  on  the  conduct  of 
that  gentleman,  in  having  fuffered 
Lord  Caftlereagh,  his  colleague, 
to  remain  fo  long  in  an  office  for 
which  he  had  declared  him  incom¬ 
petent.  Jn  this  point  of  view*  he 
was,  beyond  comparifon,  more 
refponfible  for  the  expedition  than 
the  noble  lord.  The  noble  lord 
had  undertaken  and  conduced  the 
expedition,  fuppofing  himfelf  com¬ 
petent  to  it.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
on  the  contrary,  had  fuffered  a 
perfon  to  undertake  a  meafure  of 
fuch  importance,  looking  upon  him 
at  the  fame  time  to  be  wholly  in¬ 
competent  to  it.  But  if  his  delay 


in  oufting  this  incapable  colleague 
was  unjuftifiable,  the  moment  at 
which  he  did  at  length  think  pro¬ 
per  to  urge  his  difmiffion  was  dill 
more  extraordinary.  It  was  on 
that  very  day  when  the  cabinet 
was  overwhelmed  by  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  difaftrous  intelligence,  that 
the  right  hon.  fecretary,  without 
any  regard  to  the  fituation  of  his 
colleagues,  or  the  emergency  of 
the  country,  called  upon  the  Duke 
of  Portland  for  the  noble  lord's 
removal.  In  adverting  to  the 
fpeech  of  General  Craufurd,  he 
faid,  he  had  funk  into  a  flight  ob¬ 
livion  during  fome  of  the  lieges, 
though  indeed  none  of  them  took 
up  much  time.  “  And  when,”  faid 
he,  “  I  awakened  to  refume  my 
fervices,  happening  to  afk  from  a 
friend  near  ine,  how  far  we  had 
got — Oh,  (faid  he)  our  general 
fays,  ‘  by  God,  he  has  juft  taken 
Bergen-op-Zoom.’  This  oath  will, 
I  hope,  never  rife  in  judgment 
againft  the  gallant  officer,  but  be 
forgotten  by  the  generoftty  of  the 
angel  alluded  to  by  that  interefting 
writer,  whofe  fketches  from  nature 
the  gallant  officer's  fpeech  was 
ftrikingly  calculated  to  call  to  re¬ 
collection.  The  gallant  officer, 
like  Captain  Shandy,  might  be 
anxious  to  mount  his  hobby  upon 
military  taCtics.  The  ftege  of 
Bergen-op-Zoom  might  have  been 
as  familiar  to  his  imagination  as 
that  of  Namur  was  to  Captain 
Shandy.  But  neither  the  gallant 
,  general,  nor  his  friends,  the  mi- 
nifters,  were  fit  to  cope  with  Cap¬ 
tain  Shandy.  Captain  Shandy  had 
plans  of  all  the  towns  he  had  to 
inveft,  but  neither  the  gallant 
officer  nor  his  friends  had  a  ftngle 
plan." 

There  was  little  of  novelty  in 

the 
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the  argumentative  portion  of  Mr. 
Whitbread’s  fpeech.  He  concluded 
by  demanding  the  unanimous  and 
prompt  decifion  of  the  houfe.  ((  The 
nation,”  he  faid,  t(  demanded  their 
decifion  ;  the  wreck  of  our  brave 
army  demanded  it ;  the  martyred 
thoufands  whom  we  had  left  to  rot 
in  Walcheren  demanded  it.  There 
is  indeed,  from  the  centre  to  the 
circumference  of  the  empire,  one 
united,  univerfal,  heart-rending 
cry  for  juftice.  Give  it  then  to 
the  fupplications  of  the  people ; 
give  it  to  the  forrows  of  the  army  ; 
give  it  as  the  laft  confolation  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
dead ;  give  it  as  a  pledge  of  the 
honour  and  integrity  of  the  living. 
To  the  people  of  England,  and  .to 
the  caufe  of  humanity,  the  punifh- 
ment  of  thofe  who  have  created 
fuch  enormous  evil,  is  a  necefiary 
duty.  The  memory  of  the  dead, 
i  and  the  honour  of  the  army,  call 
for  vengeance  on  the  authors  of 
this  expedition,  and  I  truft  in  God 
that  the  houfe  will  attend  to  the 
:  call.” 
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On  the  fourth  night 
+  ar*  ^°*  of  the  debate,  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  Burdett  faid,  in  reference  to 
the  fchemes  of  fending  our  troops 
to  Italy  or  Germany,  that  he  was 
not  difpofed  to  deny  that  every  one 
of  thofe  expeditions  might  have 
been  abortive,  but  he  would  deny 
that  any  could  have  met  with  more 
complete  failure,  or  entailed  upon 
the  country  more  calamitous  con- 
fequences  than  the  one  which  was 
adted  upon.  Minifters,  it  feems, 
had  determined  to  fend  out  an  ex¬ 
pedition,  and  out  they  fent  one, 
without  having  obtained  one  par¬ 
ticle  of  information  as  *  to  how  it 
(hould  proceed,  or  taking  a  fingle 
precaution  againit  the  many  perils 


which  were  likely  to  impede  their 
progrefs.  In  March  laft  the  noble 
lord  conceived  the  idea  of  this  cam¬ 
paign.  He  thought  he  had  a  dif- 
pofable  force,  and  fince  he  had  it 
he  was  determined  to  wafte  it ; 
and  fo  he  fent  to  the  commander  in 
chief  for  his  opinion  on  the  fubjeft. 
The  commander  in  chief  fent  back 
for  anfwer,  that  he  could  not  fpare 
16,000  men  for  the  purpofe  !  Six¬ 
teen  thoufand  men  out  of  the  enor¬ 
mous  eftablifhmcnt  of  this  country ! 
The  expedition  could  not  therefore 
fail  in  March.  No;  neceffity,  and 
the  prudence  of  the  miniftry,  for¬ 
bade  it.  The  fever  was  not  then 
to  be  met  with,  and  the  (hips 
might  then  have  been  taken,  and 
fo  the  expedition  was  deferred  un¬ 
til  the  raging  of  the  difeafe  ren- 
dered  the  deftrudion  of  the  troops 
certain,  and  the  advanced  period 
of  the  feafon  made  thefafety  of  the 
armament  precarious.  Sir  Francis 
then  went  through  the  details  of 
the  operation  which  followed,  and 
after  feverely  commenting  on  the 
ignorance,  confufion,  and  tardi- 
nefs  which  he  faid  had  marked 
their  progrefs,  he  alked  whether 
there  was  no  punifhment  for  thofe 
who  had  fent  out  fuch  an  expedi¬ 
tion  ?  He  maintained,  that  both 
the  minilters  who  planned,  and  the 
officers  who  conduced  it,  ftood  as 
criminals  before  the  houfe,  and 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  impeach¬ 
ment  of  the  one,  and  a  court  mar¬ 
tial  on  the  others,  could  or  ought 
to  fatisfy  the  country.  But  the 
removal  of  the  prefent  minifters 
was  not  the  only  thing  to  be  done 
for  the  falvation  of  the  country. 
Without  a  change  of  fyftem ; 
without  reverting  to  the  principles 
of  the  cooilitution,  with  the  de¬ 
cline  of  which  the  country  had  de^ 

dined. 
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dined,  no  permanent  good  could 
be  expedted.  If  we  wifhed  to  be 
refcued  from  our  perilous  fituation 
we  muft  have  reform  ;  reform 
which  would  revive  and  re-efta- 
blifh  the  ancient  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciples  of  our  conftitution.  Unlefs 
this  was  obtained,  neither  himfelf 
nor  the  country  would  be  fatisfied. 
From  the  folly  of  not  demanding 
it  arofe  all  our  calamities.  From 
it  arofe  this  expedition — this  child 
of  corruption,  expiring  by  its  own 
inherent  imbecility.  All  their  ca¬ 
lamities,  all  their  difgraces,  were 
derived  from  the  want  of  a  fair  and 
equal  reprefentation.  To  that, 
and  that  alone,  the  people  ought 
to  look  ;  it  would  be  foily  to  ex¬ 
pect  relief  from  any  other  courfe. 
If  this  was  obtained,  they  would 
no  longer  fee  minifterial  weaknefs 
working  on  abandoned  proftitu- 
tion.  This  was  their  only  avenue 
of  efcape  from  ruin,  imminent  ruin. 
For  himfelf  he  cared  not,  if  that 
ruin  was  to  come,  whether  it  came 
in  the  fhape  of  a  rotten  borough, 
or  an  open  iron  defpotifm.  In 
looking  at  this  expedition  in  all 
its  parts,  it  was  difficult  to  fpeak 
of  it  with  the  neceffary  modera¬ 
tion.  If  in  private  life  he  faw  the 
cataftrophe  of  men  fo  martyred, 
he  could  call  it  nothing  elfe  than 
cool,  deliberate,  atrocious  murder. 
They  now  called  for  vengeance  :  the 
honour  of  the  houfe  was  pledged  to 
give  it ;  and  for  himfelf  he  would 
fay,  nothing  but  inftant  impeach¬ 
ment  and  court  martial  fhould  fa- 
tisfy  the  nation  for  the  cruel  effu- 
lion  of  their  army’s  blood. 

Mr.  Bathurft  ftated  his  difap- 
probation  of  the  expedition,  and 
declared  that  the  houfe  would  ab¬ 
dicate  all  its  functions,  if,  difre- 
garding  the  general  voice  of  the 


country,  it  could  be  warped  by 
any  confederation,  from  giving  to 
that  calamitous  failure  its  appro¬ 
priate  character,  and  from  pro¬ 
nouncing  its  cenfure  upon  the  con¬ 
duct  of  thofe  who  advifed  it.  Mr. 
Windham  fpoke  at  length  in  favour 
of  the  original  refolutions,  and  we 
regret  that  we  are  unable  to  give 
any  account  of  his  fpeech  which 
was  probably  the  moll  acute  and 
moft  argumentative  of  any  deli¬ 
vered  on  that  fide  of  the  queftion. 
But  his  late  impolitic  and  unpro¬ 
voked  attack  upon  the  newfpaper 
reporters,  had  fo  ftrongly,  and  it 
muft  be  confeffed,  with  reafon,  ex¬ 
cited  the  indignation  of  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  that  they  had  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  omit  all  future  mention 
of  his  fpeeches.  There  was,  it 
muft  be  confeffed,  fome  ground  for 
thefe  feelings  on  the  part  of  the  re¬ 
porters  ;  and  at  any  rate  Mr. 
Windham  could  not  complain  of 
the  penalty  of  exclufion  attached 
to  it,  though  there  is  reafon  to 
furmife  that  he  felt  as  keenly  as 
any  one  the  fpecies  of  mortification 
which  it  was  defigned  to  inflidt. 
He  was  followed  in  the  debate  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  dwelt  chiefly  upon  that  branch 
of  the  cafe  which  was  the  object  of 
the  fecond  feries  of  refolutions 
moved  for  by  Lord  Porchefter, 
viz.  the  retention  of  Walcheren 
after  that  the  ulterior  obj  edds  of 
the  expedition  had  been  found  to 
be  unattainable.  This  was  a  part 
of  the  fubjedt  upon  which  more 
feeling  had  naturally  been  excited 
than  any  other,  and  the  vindica¬ 
tion  of  which  fell  more  exclufively 
upon  Mr.  Perceval,  as  neither  Lord 
Caftlereagh  nor  Mr.  Canning  were 
in  any  degree  refponfible  for  it. 
It  had  been  argued,  he  faid,  that 

Fiufhing 
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Flulhing  ought  to  have  been  given 
up  when  it  was  found  that  Ant¬ 
werp  could  not  be  taken.  Now 
he  contended,  that  the  very  cir- 
cumftance  of  our  failure  in  the  ul¬ 
terior  object  made  it  of  infinitely 
greater  importance  to  retain  Flulh- 
ing.  If  we  had  taken  Antwerp 
and  the  enemy's  fleet,  he  Ihould 
have  thought  our  fecurity  had  been 
effected ;  but  having  left  fuch  great 
naval  means  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  our  pofleflion  of  Walcheren 
beeame  doubly  valuable.  The 
queftion  here  was  not,  whether  it 
was  wife  to  fend  an  expedition  to 
the  Scheldt,  but  whether  Walcheren 
being  in  our  pofleflion,  an  illand 
which  had  been  an  object  of  purfuit 
i  to  fo  many  governments,  minifters 

giving 
means 
t  was 

|  poflible  to  retain  it  or  not. 

Nothing  indeed  but  an  abfolute 
conviction  in  his  mind  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  keep  Walcheren  with- 
1  out  a  greater  expence  of  men  and 
money  than  feemed  to  be  within 
the  means  of  this  country,  would 
have  induced  him  to  give  it  up. 
Miniflers  knew  that  in  1806  the 


would  have  been  juftified  in 
it  up,  without  taking  every 
!  of  afcertaining  whether  i 


cuftoms  of  Antwerp  were  one  third 
more  than  thofe  of  all  the  other 
ports  of  France  put  together  ;  they 
knew  that  by  retaining  Walcheren 
the  enemy  would  not  only  be  de¬ 
prived  of  that  revenue,  but  of  all 
the  trade  from  which  it  proceeded. 
This  alone  was  furely  an  objeCt 
worth  confideration.  Moreover, 
every  preceding  adminiftration  had 
given  their  attention  to  the  practi¬ 
cability  of  attacking  Walcheren, 
and  the  plan  had  been  abandoned 
not  becaufe  the  place  was  not 
healthy,  but  becaufe  a  fufficient 
difpofable  lorce  could  not  be  fpared 


for  the  purpofe.  In  addition  to 
thefe  authorities,  he  might  have 
quoted  thofe  of  Lord  Nelfon,  Lord 
St.  Vincent,  and  indeed  of  almoft 
every  naval  officer.  There  was 
before  the  houfe  a  letter  of  Sir  R. 
Strachan,  pointing  out  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  Walcheren,  and  prefling 
minifters  not  to  give  it  up  till  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  converfing 
with  them  on  the  fubjed.  In 
what  a  fituation  would  they  have 
ftood,  if,  after  this  letter,  they 
had  at  once,  without  examination, 
without  confultation,  abandoned 
the  i  ft  and  1  In  this  letter  it  was 
ftated,  that  the  illand  was  quite 
tenable,  and  that  a  plan  for  its  de¬ 
fence  was  drawing  up  ;  but  in  a 
later  report,  that  officer  comma, 
nicated  his  opinion,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  peace  with  Auftria, 
the  enemy  would  be  enabled  to 
bring  fuch  a  force  againft  Walche¬ 
ren,  as  it  would  not  be  in  the 
power  of  this  country,  with  any 
reafonable  proportion  of  its  means, 
to  withftand  ;  and  then  it  had  been 
determined  to  abandon  it.  Had 
it  been  found  expedient  to  retain 
the  illand,  means  might  and  would 
have  been  taken  to  fecure  the 
health  of  the  troops.  Floating 
barracks  would  have  been  con- 
ftruded,  and,  with  our  naval 
means,  a  portion  of  the  garrifon 
might  have  pafled  part  of  the  year 
on  the  coaft  of  Kent.  When  the 
abandonment  was  at  length  re- 
folved  upon,  it  was  impoflible  to 
carry  it  into  efted  in  a  day.  The 
bringing  home  of  the  fick  neceffa- 
rily  occafioned  a  confiderable  de¬ 
lay  before  the  healthy  troops 
could  commence  the  evacuation. 

And  now  he  would  ftate  to  the 
houfe  one  faCl — on  the  10th  of 
Odlober  government  had  received 

intelligence 
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intelligence,  to  their  minds  fatif- 
fa&ory,  that  hoftilities  were  on 
the  eve  of  re-commencing  between 
Aullria  and  France.  Now  fuppofe 
minifters,  after  having  received 
that  intelligence,  had  neverthelefs 
determined  upon  the  abandonment 
of  Walcheren,  and  that  hoftilities 
upon  the  continent  had  actually  re¬ 
commenced.  How  eafy  was  it 
to  anticipate  the  torrent  of  invec¬ 
tive  that  would  have  been  poured 
upon  minifters  for  abandoning,  at 
fuch  a  period,  a  conqueft  fo  dearly 
bought  and  then  fo  critically  im¬ 
portant  !  Was  the  fuppofition  of  the 
renewal  of  the  war  at  that  time  fo 
utterly  rafh  and  improbable  ?  And 
if  there  were  grounds  for  that  ex¬ 
pedition,  would  Walcheren  have 
been  nothing  in  our  hands  againft 
the  common  enemy  ?  It  mull 
moreover  be  obferved,  that  all  the 
evil  arifing  out  of  the  ad:  of  reten¬ 
tion  was,  in  one  word,  ficknefs ; 
and  this  was  leflening  every  day. 
Look  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Blane  : 
the  diftemper  uniformly  abates  in 
Odober,  and  terminates  in  No¬ 
vember.  Here  then  the  rilks  of 
the  evil  were  momentarily  decreaf- 
ing,  while  the  advantages  reafon- 
ably  to  be  calculated  upon  rofe 
with  the  crifis  itfelf.  The  oppo¬ 
nents  of  minifters  would  have  an 
expedition  fubjed  to  no  chances 
and  fecure  of  intermediate,  as  well 
as  ultimate  fuccefs.  Their  theory, 
however,  was  more  perfed  than 
their  pradice.  He  fhould  detain 
the  houfe  no  longer,  but  ftmply  to 
flate  that  it  was  his  anxious  and 
earned  wilh  to  retain  Walcheren, 
if  that  retention  had  been  pradica- 
ble,  and  that  their  greareft  regret 
was  that  it  was  not  poflible  to  re¬ 
tain  a  conqueft  which,  if  retained, 
would  have  proved  invaluable. 


Mr.  Tierney  and  Mr.  Brougham 
fpoke  in  favour  of  the  original  re- 
folutions.  The  debate  was  clofed 
in  a  fomewhat  lingular  manner. 
It  was  now  late  in. the  morning; 
day  had  long  broken  in  upon  their 
proceedings,  and  the  houfe  was 
utterly  exhaufted,  when  Sir  Home 
Fopham  came  forward  to  explain 
fome  inconfiftencies  in  the  evidence 
of  Sir  R.  Strachan.  The  original 
plan  of  carrying  on  operations  at 
once  on  both  banks  of  the  Scheldt 
had  been  thwarted.  Unexpeded 
circumftances  obliged  the  bombs 

to  go  to  the  Roompot. - Here  an 

univerfal  roar  of  laughter  drowned 
the  voice  of  the  fpeaker,  and  as 
foon  as  it  fubfided  ftrangers  were 
ordered  to  withdraw,  and  a  divi- 
lion  took  place,  firft,  on  the  ori¬ 
ginal  refolution  of  Lord  Porchefter, 
when  there  appeared  for  minifters 
275,  for  the  refolutions  227.  A 
fecond  divifton  took  place  on  the 
firft  refolution  moved  by  General 
Craufurd,  which  was  carried  by 
272  to  232  ;  and  the  fecond  refu¬ 
tation  moved  by  the  hon.  general, 
declaratory  of  the  approbation  of 
the  houfe  in  the  retention  of  Wal¬ 
cheren,  was  fubfequently  palled  by 
253  votes  to  232.  The  decreafe 
of  the  majority  in  this  inftance 
was  attributable  merely  to  the 
number  of  members  who  had  left 
the  houfe  after  the  previous  divi- 
lions. 

Perhaps  no  decifion  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  had  ever  created  at 
the  time  morefurprize  and  diftatif- 
fadtion  than  this.  To  pafs  a  vote 
in  direct  and  pofitive  approbation 
of  the  wifdom  of  a  meafure  which 
had  ended  in  failure  fo  complete 
and  difgraceful,  and  in  the  face  of 
public  opinion  fo  univerfally  and 
unanimoufly  exprelfcd  as  it  had 

been. 
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been,  Teemed  to  be,  on  the  part  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  little  elfe 
than  an  inful t  to  the  people  whom 
they  profeffed  to  reprefent.  The 
outcry  againft  it  was  general.  The 
reformers,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pefted,  Taw  only  a  new  and  more 
flagrant  inftance  of  the  inherent 
corruption  of  the  exifting  fyftem  ; 
and  even  a  conliderable  portion  of 
thofe  who  hitherto  oppofed  reform, 
upon  the  ground,  that  however  irre¬ 
gular  and  even  unconftitutional  were 
the  means  by  which  a  part  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  held  their  feats, 
that  houfe  did,  in  faO,  upon  every 
important  queftion,  reprefent  the 
feelings  of  the  nation,  were  now 
foremoft  to  retradl  their  opinions  ; 
to  declare  loudly  that  the  event  of 
the  Walcheren  inquiry  was  deci- 
five  on  the  fubjeft ;  that  it  could 
have  been  brought  about  only  by 
the  operation  of  corrupt  influence, 
and  that  it  was  now  become  evi¬ 
dent,  that  nothing  but  immediate 
reform  could  fave  the  country. 
The  reformers  themfelves,  it  may 
be  imagined,  were  not  flow  to 
avail  themfelves  of  the  new  argu¬ 
ment  which  was  thus  afforded  of 
the  rottennefs  of  exifting  inftitu- 
tions,  and  they  would  probably 
have  made  a  more  effe&ual  ufe  of 
it,  had  not  the  circumftances  at¬ 
tending  the  arreft  of  Sir  F.  Burdett 
engroffed  alrnoft  wholly  their  at¬ 
tention  and  that  of  the  public. 

It  may  be  doubted,  however, 
whether  on  this,  as  on  the  occafion 
of  theDuke  of  Y ork’s  inquiry  in  the 
preceding  year,  the  public  mind 
was  not  confiderably  milled  by  the 
exaggerations  of  ignorance  and  fac¬ 
tion.  The  expedition,  indeed,  had 
inconteftibly  failed,  and  this,  which 
certainly  in  itfelf  implied  a  pre- 
fumption  of  mifeonduft  on  the  part 
Vol.  LIT  or  Vol.  X.  New 
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of  thofe  who  planned  it,  would* 
with  the  great  mafs  of  the  people, 
feem  to  afford  a  proof  of  fuch  de¬ 
linquency  ;  and  in  fa&,  the  only 
proof  which  they  were  likely  to 
comprehend.  To  the  minds  of 
thofe,  however,  who  judged  calm- 
ly  and  carefully  of  the  fads,  mi- 
nifters  had  unqueftionably  made 
out  a  better  cafe  for  themfelves 
than  could  at  firft  have  been  fuf- 
peded.  In  the  long  and  elaborate 
debates  which  took  place  on  the 
fubjed,  they  had,  in  reality,  the 
beft  of  the  argument.  They  com- 
pletely  vindicated  themfelves  upon 
a  point  which  had  more  than  any 
other  excited  the  public  indigna¬ 
tion,  viz.  the  retention  of  Walche¬ 
ren  after  the  abandonment  of  the 
ulterior  objeds ;  and  they  proved, 
for  any  thing  at  leaft  which  their 
opponents  could  (hew  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  it  would  not  have  been 
politic,  had  it  even  been  poflible, 
to  have  difpatched  the  armament 
to  Italy  or  Spain  or  the  north  of 
Germany.  It  feems  too  to  have 
been  admitted,  that  the  expedition 
could  not  have  been  got  ready  ear¬ 
lier,  or  rendered  more  complete  in 
its  equipment,  and  by  the  efti- 
mates  produced,  the  exfpence  in¬ 
curred  was  (hewn  to  have  been 
much  Tmaller  than  could  have  pofli- 
bly  been  apprehended.  With  re- 
fped  to  the  plan  of  that  expedition 
itfelf,  it  may  in  fome  degree  be 
thought  a  juftification  of  it  that 
no  one,  in  the  courfe  of  the  four 
days*  debate,  attempted  to  Ihew 
to  what  point  it  could  have  been 
preferably  dire&ed,  or  how  the 
difficulties  arifing  from  the  feafon, 
the  diftance  and  the  want  of  com 
could  have  been  obviated,  in  the 
cafes  of  the  other  points  of  attack 
which  had  been  fuggefted.  Among 
;ries.  [E]  thefe 
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thefe  the  north  of  Germany  has 
been  the  moil  infilled  upon,  and 
we  are  ftill  of  opinion,  notwith- 
ilanding  the  weighty  arguments 
urged  in  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning,  that  if  the  armament  could 
have  been  got  ready  and  landed 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe  three 
months  earlier,  before  the  firft 
difafters  of  the  Auftrians,  or  even 
at  the  period  of  the  battle  of  Eff- 
3ing,  it  might  have  produced  con- 
fequences  the  moff  decifive  upon 
the  fate  of  the  war.  But  if, 
after  the  news  of  the  battle  of 
Wagram  and  of  the  fubfequent 
arraiftice  had  reached  England, 
the  policy  of  fending  out  the  army 
at  all  was  become  problema¬ 
tical,  to  have  fent  it  to  Germany 
would  have  been  madnefs — Spain 
would  have  been  preferable  ;  but 
here  the  want  of  money  and  the 
difficulty  of  fubfiflence  were  faid 
to  be  infuperable  obftacles ;  nor 
did  any  one  attempt  to  fhew  the 
contrary  ;  and  yet  we  mu  ft  repeat 
what  we  have  obferved  in  a  former 
chapter,  that  we  cannot  perfedly 
untlerftand  why  an  impediment  that 
never  feems  to  affect  the  moving 
multitudes  of  our  enemy,  fhould 
continually  arreffc  and  difable  our 
comparatively  inlignificant  armies. 

The  importance  of  the  deduc¬ 
tion  of  the  flipping  and  arfenals 
at  Antwerp,  as  a  Britiff  objed, 
was  perfedly  (hewn.  Of  the 
pradicability  of  the  enterprize  it- 
felf,  feme  doubt  may  certainly  be 


entertained.  In  fad,  fo  very  vague 
was  the  intelligence  which,  even 
after  the  return  of  the  expedition, 
we  had  refpeding  the  adual  Hate 
of  Antwerp,  that  it  is  impoffible 
to  form  any  conclude  opinion  on 
the  fubjed.  There  was,  of  courfe, 
much  rifk  in  the  adventure,  but 
under  an  able,  adive  and  ener¬ 
getic  commander,  we  confefs  we 
think  there  would  have  been  a 
ftrong  probability  of  fticcefs  ;  iuch 
a  chance  as,  coniidering  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  objed  to  be  attain¬ 
ed,  the  expediency  of  affording  on 
any  point  a  diverfion  for  Auftria, 
the  little  rifk  which,  even  in  cafe 
of  failure,  would  attend  on  retreat 
and  the  comparative  moderation  of 
the  expence,  would  perfedly  have 
juftified  the  attempt.  Commanded 
as  our  army  was,  we  doubt  whe¬ 
ther,  had  all  things  fell  out  pre- 
cifely  as  Lord  Caftlereagh  had  af- 
fumed  them,  Lord  Chatham  would 
have  turned  them  to  any  purpofe. 
The  peculiar  qualities  in  the  com¬ 
mander,  which  the  nature  of  the  en- 
terprife  fpecifically  required,  were 
precifely  thofe  in  which  our  general 
was  deficient, viz.  rapidity,  decifion 
and  dafb  ;  and  the  fpecimen  which 
he  gave,  in  his  operations  againft 
Fluffing,  afforded  no  very  certain 
pledge  that  the  attack  upon  Ant¬ 
werp  would  be  conduded  with 
that  peculiar  {kill  and  vigour, 
which  were  indifpenfable  for  its 
fuccefs. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Mr.  John  Gale  Jones  is  called  before  and  imprifoned  by  the  Hcufe  of  Com - 
moJtSj  for  a  libellous  Placard.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  quefions  the  Legality 
of  the  Proceedings ,  and  moves  the  D  if  charge  of  Jones .  Speeches  of  Mr. 
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Sheridan,  Mr.  Wynne,  and  Mr.  Perceval.  The  Motion  is  negatived. 
Sir  Francis  addreffes  a  Letter  on  the  Subject  to  his  Conjiituents,,  Mr. 
Lethbridge  calls  the  Attention  of  the  Hottfe  to  this  Paper ,  and  moves  a 
Reflation,  declaring  it  a  Libel.  The  Debate  on  the  Affair  is  adjourned 
till  next  Day.  A  further  Adjournment  is  then  moved,  which  is  objected 
to  at  firfi  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ,  but  is  fupported  by  Sir  Wil* 
liam  Grant.  Mr.  Perceval  acquiefces .  On  the  renewal  of  the  Debate, 
Sir  John  Anftruther ,  Mr.  Stephen,  Mr.  Adam,  and  Mr.  Canning ,  fup- 
port  the  Reflations.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  oppofes  them ,  and  declares  his 
Doubts  of  the  Legality  of  the  original  Imprifonment  of  Jones.  After  a 
long  Debate  the  Ref  lut ions  are  carried.  A  Motion  is  made ,  that  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  be  committed  to  the  Tower,  which  is  alfo  carried  after  fame 
Difcuffion.  The  Serjeant  at  Arms  com?nunicates  the  Reflation  to  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  who,  after  fome  Evafon  declares  his  Determination 
to  ref f  the  Warrant  as  illegal.  Popular  Tumult.  Sir  Francis  writes  a 
violent  and  abufve  Letter  to  the  Speaker.  Doubts  arife  as  to  the  lawful* 
nefs  of  breaking  open  an  outer  Door  upon  a  Speaker' s  Warrant.  Opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General.  Continuation  of  the  Riots .  Military  are  called 
out.  The  W arrant  is  at  length  executed .  Some  Perfons  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed.  Examination  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  before  the  Houfe.  Meetings 
in  IP efiminfer,  in  the  City,  and  the  County  of  Middlefex.  Addreffes  and 
Remonf  ranees  to  the  Houfe.  Sir  Francis  gives  Notice  to  the  Speaker  of 
his  Intention  to  profecute  for  illegal  Imprifonment.  A  Committee  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fearch  for  Precedents .  After  fame  Debate,  it  is  refhved  that 
the  Speaker  fhould  plead  to  the  All  ion.  Mr.  William  Wynne  moves  cer¬ 
tain  Refolutions  on  the  Subjett,  upon  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  moves  the  previous  Quefion. 

WHATEVER  degree  of  juf- 
tification  the  conduft  of 
the  houfe  on  the  occafion  of  the 
"NValcheren  inquiry  may  admit,  it 
is  certain  that  the  public  in  general 
by  no  means  acquiefced  in  its  deci- 
fion.  This  difcordancy  might  have 
been  productive  of  confequences 
more  important,  had  not  another 
affair  occurred  to  engage  the  po¬ 
pular  attention,  and  this  fo  op¬ 
portunely  for  minifters  that  it 
is  difficult  not  to  believe  but  that 
it  was  with  fome  view  to  that  pur- 
pofe  that  they  were  infirumental 
in  bringing  it  forward.  We  have 
already  Hated  the  unpopularity  to 
which  Mr.  Yorke  had  fubjefted 
himfelf,  by  the  enforcement  of  the 
Handing  order  for  the  exclufion  of 


ftrangers  from  the  gallery  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  during  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  examinations  before  the 
committee.  This  proceeding,  it 
feems,  was  propofed  as  a  fubjeCt 
of  difcuffion  at  a  debating  fociety 
called  the  Britifh  Forum,  and  a 
placard  was  diHributed  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  purport  i  t(  Queftion— 
Which  was  a  greater  outrage  upon 
the  public  feeling,  Mr.  Yorkers 
enforcement  of  the  Handing  order 
to  exclude  flrangers  from  the  houfe 
of  commons,  or  Mr.  Windharr/s 
recent  attack  upon  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs  ?,J  Mr.  Yorke  called 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  this 
paper  as  containing  a  grofsviola- 
tion  of  their  privileges.  Upon  his 
motion,  that  the  printer  be  fum- 
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moned  to  the  bar,  Mr.  John  Dean 
appeared,  and  declared  that  he  was 
employed  to  print  the  paper  by  one 
John  Gale  Jones.  That  perfon 
rp  ,  being  ordered  to  attend, 

e  21 '  Mr.  Yorke  moved  that 

he  had  been  guilty  of  a  grofs  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  this  houfe,  and 
further,  that  for  this  offence  he  be 
committed  to  Newgate.  Both 
motions  were  carried  without  the 
flighted:  difcuffion  or  oppofition. 
The  printer,  after  remaining  a 
fhort  time  in  the  cuftody  of  the 
ferjeant  at  arms,  was  difcharged. 

All  this  palled  as  a  matter  of 
courfe  with  the  utmoft  quiet.  On 
the  1 2  th  of  March,  however,  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  rofe  to  move  that 
Gale  Jones  be  difcharged.  He  la¬ 
mented  that  from  indifpofition  he 
had  not  been  prefent  at  the  time 
when  the  refolution  for  that  perfon’s 
committal  was  paffed,  as  he  was 
aware  it  was  much  eafier  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  adoption  of  a  meafure 
than  to  induce  the  houfe  to  retraft 
it  when  once  adopted.  The  ftep 
in  queftion  was  one  which  he  was 
perfuaded  they  were  not  authorifed 
to  take.  The  law  of  the  land  he 
muft  alwavs  confider  to  be  the 

j 

ftandard  by  which  the  privileges 
of  every  individual  and  of  every 
body  of  individuals  in  this  coun¬ 
try  were  to  be  meafured ;  and  if 
at  any  time  he  found  they  claimed 
as  a  privilege  what  was  above  the 
law  of  the  land,  he  fhould  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  fay  that  no  fuch  privilege 
could  conftitutionally  exift.  The 
queftion  was,  whether  the  houfe  of 
commons  had  a  right  to  imprifon 
a  perfon,  not  a  member  of  that 
houfe,  for  an  offence  punifhable  by 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  law.  He 
was  not  arguing  as  to  thofe  privi¬ 
leges  which  fhould  be  poffelfed  as 


neceffary  to  enable  the  houfe  to 
carry  on  its  own  proceedings  un- 
controuled  and  without  interrup¬ 
tion.  There  was  involved  in  the 
queftion  the  confideration  of  two 
diftin<51  qualities,  privilege  and 
power.  The  one,  privilege,  the 
houfe  poffelfed  for  its  own  protec¬ 
tion  ;  the  other,  power,  was  a 
right  to  be  exercifed  over  others. 
Sir  Francis  then  cited  a  feries  of 
authorities,  beginning  from  the 
days  of  king  Canute,  to  fhew  the 
real  nature  and  limits  of  the  prero¬ 
gative  claimed  by  that  houfe,  and 
contended  that  in  the  cafe  before 
them  common  law,  Magna  Charta 
and  trial  by  jury  had  been  equally 
violated.  Mr.  Jones  had  been  im- 
prifoned  for  an  a  ft,  the  illegality 
of  which  had  not  been  proved,  the 
fafts  not  afcertained,  nor  the  law 
determined.  What  fhould  prevent 
Mr.  Yorke  from  preferring  a  bill 
of  indiftment  againft  Mr.  Jones 
for  this  fame  a <51  ?  And  if  a  jury 
fhould  find  him  guilty,  then  would 
he  be  punifhed  twice  for  the  fame 
offence !  If,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
verdift  of  acquittal  be  returned, 
Mr.  Jones  would  have  been  fen- 
fentenced  to  undergo  the  raoft  fe- 
vere  punifhment  fhort  of  death, 
that  of  indefinite  imprifonment,  by 
an  order  of  an  houfe  of  commons, 
for  having  done  an  aft  not  proved 
to  be  a  crime.  It  was  a  doftrine 
clearly  laid  down  by  Lord  Coke, 
that  no  man  could  be  fined  or  con¬ 
fined  but  in  a  court  of  record  ;  no 
court  but  that  in  which  40  fhil- 
lings  damages  could  be  given,  was 
a  court  of  record ;  the  neceffary 
conclufion  was  obvious,  that  the 
power  of  fine  and  imprifonment 
was  not  in  that  houfe.  The  warrant 
of  committal  itfelf  was  illegal  in  all 
its  parts,  and  eminently  fo  in  the 

conclufion  : 
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conclnfion  :  a  legal  warrant  rauft 
conclude  with  the  words,  ((  till 
the  party  be  delivered  by  due 
courfe  of  law/*  This  warrant 
ends  with  the  words,  “  during  the 
pleafure  of  the  houfe.^  The  houfe, 
in  fad!,  by  fuch  a  proceeding  in¬ 
volved  the  alfumption  of  the  judi¬ 
cial  executive  and  legislative  pow¬ 
ers,  which  was  in  the  very  teeth 
of  the  law,  and  for  what  ?  for 
their  privilege.  The  privilege 
talked  of  refembled  the  bye-laws 
of  a  corporation,  Sufficient  to  bind 
themfelves,  but  which  could  not 
overturn  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Mr.  William  Wynn  faid,  that 
if  the  motion  had  been  brought 
forward  for  the  liberation  of  Gale 
Jones,  upon  the  grounds  of  his 
contrition  for  his  offence,  he  Ihould 
not  have  objedled  to  it ;  but  the 
propofal  of  that  liberation  was  fo 
interwoven  by  the  hon.  bart  with 
other  topics,  that  he  really  was  at 
a  lofs  how  to  proceed.  This  was 
the  firft  time  that  any  doubt  had 
been  Hated  as  to  the  right  of  the 
houfe  to  commit  any  perfon  guilty 
of  treating  it  with  contempt.  It 
was  an  error  to  Hate  that  no  in- 
ftance  of  the  exercife  of  fuch  right 
had  exiHed  previous  to  the  long 
parliament.  So  far  back  as  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  there  were 
two  cafes  on  record,  and  though  no 
inliance  of  a  committal  for  libel  was 
to  be  met  with  prior  to  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  the  fad!  was,  that  in 
the  period  immediately  fucceeding 
the  invention  of  printing,  there 
was  no  fuch  thing  as  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs ;  it  being  fo  com¬ 
pletely  under  the  reHridtions  of  the 
Har-chamber,  and  fo  liable  to  be 
limited  by  the  king’s  proclama¬ 
tion,  that  there  was  no  probability 
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of  any  libel  appearing  again!!  that 
houfe. 

The  attorney  and  folieitor  ge¬ 
nerals  contended,  that  there  could 
be  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  right 
of  the  houfe  to  commit  for  con¬ 
tempt  or  breach  of  privilege,  and 
the  former  read  the  decifion  of 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  De  Grey  in 
the  cafe  of  Croffiy,  which  Hated, 
that  the  right  in  queflion  was  le¬ 
gal  ;  becaufe  it  was  neceffary,  that 
the  privilege  of  the  houfe  to  com¬ 
mit  in  certain  cafes  was  a  part  of 
the  law  of  the  land  ;  that  in  fuch 
cafes  its  adjudication  was  convic¬ 
tion,  and  its  fentence  execution; 
and  that  no  court  was  entitled  to 
interfere  with  the  execution  of 
another.  This  feemed  to  be  nearly 
the  unanimous  fentiment  of  the 
houfe.  Lord  FolkeHone  admitted 
the  competency  of  the  houfe  to  pu- 
ni!h  any  contempt  or  interruption 
of  its  proceedings,  but  he  denied 
that  the  publication  of  a  libel  could 
be  regarded  as  fuch.  If  a  libel 
and  contempt  of  court  were  tanta¬ 
mount,  how  came  Hart  and  White 
to  be  brought  to  trial  for  a  libel 
on  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  in- 
Head  of  being  committed  at  once 
by  the  court  without  trial  ? 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  after 
the  many  cafes  they  had  heard 
cited  that  night,  he  wilhed  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  one 
fimple  and  obvious  cafe,  the  cafe 
of  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones.  Gentle¬ 
men,  it  feems,  were  willing  to  li¬ 
berate  him,  but  feared  to  do  fo, 
lefl  the  ad!  mieht  feem  a  confe- 
quence  of  the  hon.  baronet’s  doc¬ 
trine  or  a  conceffion  to  its  vali¬ 
dity.  But  why  fliould  Mr.  Jones 
be  facriHced  to  a  theory  with 
which  he  had  no  concern  ?  Had  he 
[£  3]  >  ever 
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ever  laid  with  the  honourable  ba¬ 
ronet,  that  the  houfe  had  no  jurif- 
diftion  over  any  perfons  except  its 
own  members  ?  This  was  obvi- 
oully  the  do&rine  of  the  honoura¬ 
ble  baronet’s  fpeech,  and  it  was 
one  to  which  he  could  not  fub- 
fcribe.  As  litle  did  he  like  the  ho¬ 
nourable  baronet’s  fuggeftion  of  a 
reference  to  the  attorney-general 
to  profecute  for  any  libel  on  that 
houfe.  The  houfe  could  never  de¬ 
legate  into  any  other  hands  than 
its  own  the  maintenance  of  its 
privileges,  without  a  degradation 
of  its  dignity  and  dereliction  of  its 
duty.  He  had  experienced  the  con- 
fequences  of  fuch  a  proceeding  in 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Reeves.  At  the 
fame  time  he  felt  that  there  was 
fomething  fo  fill y,  fo  fmall,  fo  ig¬ 
nominious  in  the  conteft  in  which 
the  houfe  was  involved  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  that  he  could  not 
think  of  it  without  pain,  and 
therefore  mull  feel  anxious  to  re- 
fcue  them  from  their  warfare  with 
the  Britilh  forum.  He  would 
move  therefore,  as  an  amendment, 
that  Jones  be  difcharged,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  contrition  he  had 
e^preifed  for  his  offence  againft  the 
privileges  of  the  houfe,  and  the 
period  he  had  been  imprifoned  in 
Newgate.  But  he  wilhed  to  know 
from  the  chair,  whether  this  mode 
of  applying  for  the  difcharge  of 
Jones  or  his  own  application  by 
petition  were  the  more  regular  or 
ordinary  courfe  in  fuch  cafes. 

The  fpeaker  replied,  that  the 
latter  mode  was  the  moftconfonant 
to  the  ufual  courfe  of  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Perceval  declared  he  could 
agree  neither  with  the  original 
motion  nor  with  the  amendment. 
The  argument  of  the  hon.  baronet 


had  altogether  failed  ;  it  had  beer> 
fhewn  to  be  completely  unfound¬ 
ed  ;  and  he  could  not  fee  why  the 
houfe  fhould  be  called  upon,  on 
the  very  day  on  which  they  had 
heard  a  do&rine  avowed  that  went 
to  the  exiftence  of  thofe  privileges, 
to  difcharge  a  perfon  whom  they 
had  unanimouffy  declared  to  be 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  their  privi¬ 
leges.  Some  ftrefs  had  been  laid 
upon  the  expreflions  of  contrition 
made  ufe  of  by  Mr.  Jones  at  the 
bar  ;  but  fuch  expreflions  had  been 
made  previous  to  his  commitment ; 
the  houfe  agreed  after  that  confef- 
fion  unanimouffy  to  commit  him, 
and  fome  fubfequent  acknowledg¬ 
ment  was  therefore  neceffary  ;  at 
the  fame  time,  if  the  perfon  in 
queftion  fhould  fubmit  his  acknow¬ 
ledgment  to  the  houfe  in  the  fhape 
of  a  humble  petition,  he  (Mr. 
Perceval)  fhould  be  the  firft  to  ac¬ 
cede  to  any  propofition  for  en¬ 
largement  ;  but  if  that  individual 
(hall  be  fo  ill-advifed  as  to  refufe 
fuch  acknowledgment,  the  houfe, 
he  thought,  could  not  enlarge  him 
without  a  compromife  of  its  dig¬ 
nity. 

Sir  Francis  Burdetf,  in  reply, 
faid  that  he  had  never  afferted  that 
the  houfe  had  not  the  power,  in 
the  exercife  of  its  conftitutional 
fun&ions,  to  remove  nuifances, 
that  is,  obftru&ions  to  judgment ; 
a  power  which  every  magiftrate 
poflfeffed.  This  was  properly  the 
legal  meaning  of  contempt.  But 
how  were  the  proceedings  of  that 
houfe  affefted,  or  at  leak  obftruft- 
ed,  by  a  libel  ?  Did  it  follow, 
that  becaufe  it  could  commit  for 
direct  obftru&ion,  it  could  like- 
wife  imprifon  for  conffruftive  con¬ 
tempt?  The  former  was  a  power 
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neceiTary  for  the  exercife  of  its 
proper  function,  and  he  had  never 
denied  it.  But  he  did  deny  that 
they  had  legally  the  power  to  call 
a  man  to  their  bar  for  the  purpofe 
of  charging  him  with  an  offence, 
and  then  to  inflict  upon  him  im- 
prifonment ;  the  higheft  punifh- 
ment,  not  capital,  recognized  by 
the  law  of  this  land.  Of  the  in- 
fiance?  that  had  been  adverted  to, 
he  contended  that  not  one  applied 
to  the  cafe  under  confideration. 
If  any  member  could  fhew  to  him 
that  fuch  a  prerogative  was  necef- 
fary  to  the  conflitutional  functions 
of  parliament,  he  fhould  fubmit. 

The  amendment  was  negatived 
without  a  divifion  ;  but  on  the 
original  motion  the  houfe  divided  ; 
for  it  14,  againft  it  153. 

Soon  after,  Sir  Francis  publifhed 
in  Cobbett’s  Weekly  Regifter  his 
fpeech  on  this  fubjeCt  under  the 
name  of  an  ((  Argument  pre¬ 
fixing  to  it  a  Letter  addrefled  to 
his  conftituents,  in  which  he  took 
occafion  to  animadvert  in  flrong 
and  inflammatory  language  upon 
the  conduCt  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  in  the  proceeding  in  ques¬ 
tion.  il  The  houfe  of  commons,’’ 
faid  he,  “  having  paflfed  a  vote 
which  amounts  to  a  declaration 
that  an  order  of  theirs  is  to  be  of 
more  weight  than  Magna  Charta 
or  the  law  of  the  land,  I  think  it 
iny  duty  to  lay  my  fentiments 
thereon  before  my  conftituents. 
Should  the  principle,  upon  which 
the  gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  have  thought  proper  to 
act  in  this  inttance,  be  once  admit¬ 
ted,  it  is  impoffible  for  any  one  to 
conjecture  how  foon  he  may  him- 
felf  be  fummoned  from  his  dwell¬ 
ing,  and  be  hurried,  without  trial 
and  without  ®athmade  againft  him. 
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from  the  bofom  of  his  family  into 
the  clutches  of  a  jailor.  If  every 
one  of  you  be  liable  at  any  time 
to  be  fent  to  jail  without  trial,  and 
without  oath  made  againft  you, 
and  there  to  be  detained  as  long  as 
it  pleafes  the  parties  fending  you 
there,  (perhaps  to  the  end  of  your 
life),  without  any  court  to  appeal 
to,  without  any  means  of  redfefs  ; 
if  this  be  the  cafe,  (hall  we  ftiil 
boaft  of  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
England  ? 

i(  I  fhall  be  told,  perhaps,  that 
there  is  not  much  danger  of  this 
power  being  very  frequently  exer- 
cifed.  I  do  not  fuppofe  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
will  fend  any  one  of  you  to  jail, 
when  you  do  not  difpleafe  them. 
Mr.  Yorkedid  not  move  for  the 
fending  of  Mr.  Jones  to  jail,  till 
Mr.  Jones  difpleafed  him.  But  it 
is  no  great  compliment  to  pay  to 
any  conftitution,  to  fay  that  it 
does  not  permit  a  man  lobe  impri- 
foned,  unlefshehas  done  fomething 
to  difpleafe  perfons  in  power.  At 
this  moment  indeed,  we  fee  but  one 
man  in  jail  for  having  difpleafed 
thofe  gentlemen  ;  but  the  fate  of 
this  one  man,  as  it  is  the  effeCt  of  all 
punilhments,  will  deter  others  from 
expreffing  their  opinions  of  the 
-conduft  of  thofe  who  have  had  the 
power  to  punifh  him.  And  as 
Magna  Charta  and  the  law  of  the 
land  have  not  been  fufficient  to  pro¬ 
tect  Mr.  Jones,  what  fecurity  have 
we,  unlefs  this  power  of  imprifon- 
ment  be  given  up,  that  we  lhall  not 
fee  other  men  fent  to  jail  for  Hat¬ 
ing  their  opinion  refpeCting  rotten 
boroughs,  refpeCting  placemen  and 
penfioners  fitting  in  the  houfe,  or 
in  ftiort  for  making  any  declara¬ 
tion,  giving  any  opinion,  ftafing 
any  faCt,  betraying  any  feeling, 
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whether  by  writing,  by  word  of 
mouth  or  by  gefture,  which  may 
difpleafe  any  of  the  gentlemen  af- 
fembled  in  St.  Stephen’s  Chapel  ?’* 
The  ((  Argument”  itfelf  con¬ 
tained  paflages  yet  more  violent. 
Referring  to  the  fpeaker’s  warrant, 
it  was  faid,  iS  Let  this  inftrument 
—this  thing  Jui  generis — be  con- 
trafted  with  the  properties  of  a 
lawful  warrant.  Does  it  not  evi¬ 
dently  appear,  that  this  piece  of 
anfealed  paper,  figned  by  the 
fpeaker,  by  which  an  untried  fub- 
je<5t  has  been  outlawed,  bears  no 
feature  of  legality  ?  And  that 
from  the  commencement  of  this 
proceeding,  in  its  progrefs  and  to 
its  conclufion,  there  is  not  one  ftep 
that  has  not  been  marked  in  a  pe¬ 
culiar  manner  with  difrefpeft  for 
the  laws,  a  difrefpedl  in  which  all 
the  parts  have  been  wonderfully 
confident  throughout  in  conftitu- 
ting  the  mod  unlawful  ad  the  mind 
of  man  can  poflibly  conceive.” — 
Si  The  ufurpation  of  this  power,  is 
not  matter  of  wonder,  when  they 
have  fo  entirely  departed  from  the 
ends  of  their  inftitution  as  was 
offered  to  be  proved  by  Mr.  Ma- 
docks,  and  acknowledged  by 
themfelves,  on  the  never  to  be  for¬ 
gotten  morning  of  the  nth  of 
May,  1 809  ;  when,  from  being  the 
lower  or  inferior  branch  of  the 
legiflature,  they  have  become 
the  proprietors  by  burgage  tenure 
of  the  whole  reprefentation  ;  and 
in  that  capacity,  inflated  with 
their  high-blown  fanciful  ideas  of 
majefty,  and  tricked  out  in  the 
trappings  of  royalty,  think  privi¬ 
lege  and  protection  beneath  their 
dignity,  aflume  the  fword  of  prero¬ 
gative  and  lord  it  equally  over 
the  king  and  people.'*  i(  The 
commons,  who  fit  in  that  houfe  as 


the  fervants  of  the  people,  are  the 
laft  perfons  who  ought  to  fet  an 
example  of  encroachment.  If  they 
become  deftroyers  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  in  them  oppreifion  is 
combined  with  treachery.  One 
cannot  help  entertaining  a  fear  that 
the  gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  may  in  time,  unlefs  they  re¬ 
vert  to  the  great  principles  ot  the 
conftitution,  be  in  danger  of  incur¬ 
ring  the  fentence  of  St.  Paul  upon 
the  infolent  and  tyrannical  high 
prieft  Ananias,  who  had  com¬ 
manded  him  to  be  ftricken  for 
opening  his  mouth  in  his  own  de¬ 
fence  : — (  God  (hall  fmite  thee, 
thou  whited  wall ;  for  fitteft  thou 
to  judge  me  after  the  law,  and 
commanded:  me  to  be  fmitten  con¬ 
trary  to  the  law  ?’  ” 

The  publication,  as  Sir  Francis- 
probably  expe&ed  and  intended, 
was  immediately  taken  up  in  Par¬ 
liament.  When  the  houfe  next  met 
on  the  night  of  Lord  Porchefter’s 
motion,  (March  26)  Mr.  Leth¬ 
bridge,  member  for  Somerfetlhire, 
enquired  of  Sir  Francis  whether  the 
letter  in  queftion,  and  which  was 
figned  by  his  name,  was  adlually 
written  by  him.  Sir  Francis  re¬ 
plied,  that  it  was ;  and  Mr.  Leth¬ 
bridge  dated,  that  as  he  thought  it 
a  high  inful t  to  the  houfe  and  a 
flagrant  breach  of  its  privileges,  he 
fhould  make  it  the  fubjeft  of  a 
Ihort  motion  on  the  following  day. 
This  was  done  accordingly.  The 
whole  paper  was  read,  and  Mr. 
Lethbridge  fpecified  the  particular 
paflages  upon  which  he  founded  his 
complaint.  The  fpeaker  then 
ftated,  that  that  was  the  time  for 
the  member  charged,  to  be  heard  in 
his  defence.  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  in 
a  low  tone  of  voice,  faid  that  the 
hon,  member  had  thought  proper 

to 
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to  call  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
to  certain  parts  of  the  addrefs ;  but 
he  had  not  condefcended  to  ftate 
what  privileges  of  that  houfe  they 
violated,  or  how  they  violated  any 
privilege  of  parliament.  That 
addrefs  contained  all  of  argument 
that  he  knew  on  the  fubjedl  and 
he  could  now  add  nothing  to  thofe 
arguments.  He  was  ready  to  fee 
them  fubje&ed  to  the  moll  rigour- 
ous  inquiry  ;  but  till  he  fhould  hear 
from  the  hon.  member  fomething 
in  refutation  of  his  principles,  he 
could  not  look  upon  himfelf  as  call¬ 
ed  upon  to  undertake  the  defence  of 
them.  He  had  no  helitation  to 
ftate,  that  in  writing  that  addrefs, 
he  had  no  idea  he  was  infringing 
any  privilege  of  that  houfe.  Was 
it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  fimple  adl 
of  arguing  upon  the  power  of  the 
houfe  was  a  crime  ?  Would  they 
not  endure  even  an  abftradt  doubt 
of  their  power  ?  This  doubt  was  the 
intire  of  the  charge  hitherto  ad¬ 
duced  ;  if  a  ftronger  one  lay  be¬ 
hind,  it  muft  be  brought  forward 
before  he  could  be  expefted  to 
meet  it  by  anfwer. 

Upon  the  fuggeftion  of  the 
fpeaker.  Sir  Francis  then  with¬ 
drew,  and  Mr.  Lethbridge  rofe  to 
fubmit  two  refolutions,  which  he 
faid  the  houfe  muft  adopt  if  they 
wilhed  to  fave  their  own  charadier 
and  that  of  Old  England.  He 
had  heard  things  ftated  in  that 
houfe,  which  had  made  the  hair  of 
his  head  ftand  an  end  1  ( a  laugh). 
He  trufted  fuch  proceedings  would 
effedfually  be  put  a  ftop  to,  and  with 
that  view  he  fhould  propofe  the  fol¬ 
lowing  refolutions.  Thefe  purport¬ 
ed  Ihortly,  i ft.  That  the  letter  in 
queftion  was  afcandalous  and  libel¬ 
lous  paper,  refledfing  upon  the  juft 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  houfe  ; 


and,  2dly,  that  Sir  F.  Burdett,  in 
printing  it,  had  been  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  the  privileges  of  the 
houfe.  Mr.  Blachford  feconded  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  profeffed  the 
higheft  zeal  for  the  confervation  of 
the  privileges  of  the  houfe,  but,  as 
he  thought  the  prefent  motion  re¬ 
quired  more  confideration  than 
could  be  given  to  it  at  that  mo¬ 
ment,  he  fhould  beg  leave  to  move 
that  the  difcuflion  be  adjourned  to 
that  day  fe'nnight.  The  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  did  not  oppofe 
an  adjournment,  but  was  difinclined 
to  fo  long  a  one.  This  was  a 
queftion  refpedting  the  privileges 
of  the  houfe,  and  as  fuch  fhould 
take  precedence  of  any  other. 
Some  delay  was  neceffary  from  the 
length  of  the  paper  ;  but  every  one 
might  perfedlly  well  make  himfelf 
acquainted  with  its  contents,  fo  as 
to  be  prepared  for  the  difcuflion 
before  they  fhould  meet  to-mor¬ 
row.  He  concluded,  by  moving 
an  amendment  accordingly.  Mr. 
Whitbread,  alluding  to  the  Wal- 
cheren  difcuflion,  then  pending, 
faid  he  would  not  impute  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  any  defign 
to  bring  in  any  other  queftion 
to  interfere  with  the  progrefs  of 
that  in  which  he  was  fo  deeply 
concerned,  and  to  diftraft  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  houfe  and  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  country  from  a  fubjedt 
which  had  occupied  fo  much  of 
both.  It  would  be  impoflible  that 
the  houfe  fhould  be  prepared  to  go 
into  this  new  difcuflion  within  the 
time  prefcribed  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  And  as  the  debate  on 
the  expedition  could  not  be  ter¬ 
minated  before  Thurfday  morning, 
he  fhould  move,  as  an  amendment, 
to  take  Friday  inftead  of  that  day 
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fe’nnight,  as  the  day  to  which  the 
debate  ihouldbe  adjourned.  Lord 
Folkftone  fupported  the  more  dif- 
tant  adjournment,  on  the  ground 
of  the  vital  importance  of  the 
queftion.  Mr.  Stephen  contended, 
that  this  was  the  beft  reafon  why 
no  unneceffary  delay  (hould  be  ad¬ 
mitted.  For  himfelf,  he  faw  no 
difficulty  in  the  cafe,  but  if  any  le¬ 
gal  doubt  exifted,  that  was  a  rea- 
fon  why  no  time  fhould  be  loft 
in  getting  rid  of  it  ;  an  indivi¬ 
dual  was  in  cuftody  in  confequence 
of  the  exercife  of  the  privilege  in 
queftion;  and  if  it  could  be  poffible 
that  the  confinement  was  contrary 
to  law,  no  time  fhould  be  loft  in 
fettling  a  point  which  would  releafe 
a  fellow  fubjedl  from  an  unconfti- 
tutional  conftraint.  The  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  replied  to  the  in- 
finuation  of  Mr.  Whitbread.  He 
was  as  defirous  as  any  member, 
that  the  difcuffion  alluded  to 
fhould  proceed  ;  but  if  it  fhould 
be  interrupted  by  the  prefent  quef¬ 
tion,  was  that  interruption  to  be 
imputed  to  him  ?  Had  he  advifed 
the  hon.  baronet  to  pubiifti  the 
ft  ate  men  t  which  was  the  foundation 
of  the  charge  againft  him  ?  or  to 
pubiifti  it  on  Saturday  laft,  fo  as  to 
give  rife  at  this  particular  time  to 
the  complaint  that  oceafioned  this 
delay  ?  Had  he  any  concern  in  the 
mode  in  which  the  queftion  had 
been  brought  under  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  houfe  ?  The  queftion 
was  one  of  the  mo  ft  grave  nature 
and  of  the  laft  importance  to  the 
character  and  independence  of  the 
houfe.  The  longer  they  fuffered 
the  decifion  upon  it  to  be  delayed, 
the  longer  they  would  fubmit  to 
be  trampled  upon ;  and  the  more 
they  would  betray  their  own  ho¬ 
nour  and  dignity.  Mr.  Bathurft 


and  Mr.  Wynn  fupported  Mr- 
Whitbread’s  amendment.  On  a 
divifion,  there  were  found  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  it,  146.  For  the  difcuf¬ 
fion  to-morrow,  196. 

On  the  follow  day,  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  began  the  debate  by  moving 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  privileges.  This 
motion,  however,  upon  the  fug- 
geftion  of  Mr.  Adam,  was  with¬ 
drawn  ;  and  Mr.  Brand  then  mov¬ 
ed,  that  (<  the  debate  be  adjourn¬ 
ed  till  to-morrow  fe’nnnight.”  If, 
faid  he,  he  were  a  friend,  he  meant 
a  political  friend  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer’s,  he  would  in  oft 
ftrongly  recommend  to  him  to 
grant  time.  As  things  were  then 
managed,  it  was  impoffible  not  to 
confider  the  affair  as  a  fop  thrown 
out  to  an  attentive  houfe,  and  an 
indignant  people.  If  Mr.  Leth¬ 
bridge  had  been  aware  of  the  in¬ 
terruption  which  the  notice  of  this 
matter  would  give  to  the  other 
important  queftion  then  pending, 
he  would  not,  he  was  fure,  have 
lent  himfelf  to  any  fuch  purpofe. 

Mr.  Lethbridge  rofe  to  rejedl 
the  imputation  thus  thrown  upon 
him.  The  motion  had  entirely 
originated  in  his  own  mind,  and 
he  had  been  induced  to  engage  in 
the  proceeding  upon  confiderations 
of  his  own. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  however,  re¬ 
peated  the  imputation.  He  gave 
Mr.  Lethbridge  credit,  indeed, 
when  he  faid,  that  he  had  not  lent 
himfelf  to  any  man  in  the  courfe  he 
had  taken,  but  he  conceived  he  had 
allowed  himfelf  to  be  influenced 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
who  had  taken  advantage  of  his 
facility  and  availed  himfelf  of  this 
queftion  as  a  godfend,  in  the  fame 
manner  that  a  drowning  man  would 

catch 
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catch  at  a  ftraw.  It  was  an  old 
faying  that  many  things  happen¬ 
ed  between  the  cup  and  the  lip ; 
fo  alfo  did  many  things  happen  be¬ 
tween  the  halter  and  the  gallows. 
This  was  the  legacy  bequeathed  to 
the  houfe  by  the  late  Mr.  Yorke  ; 
(he  begged  pardon)  the  late  mem¬ 
ber  for  Cambridgefhire,  who  had 
originated  the  affair.  Mr.  Leth¬ 
bridge  had  faid,  that  on  hearing 
certain  ftatements  in  that  houfe, 
he  was  fo  affedled  that  his  hair 
flood  an  end.  Now  that  the 
houfe  knew  that  he  had  the  gift  of 
language,  he  trufled  that  he  would 
not  hereafter  remain  filent,  but, 
when  he  became  fenfible  of  this 
vifible  effect,  fuffer  his  moral  to 
overcome  his  phyfical  impreffions 
and  move  that  the  terrifying  words 
be  taken  down. 

When  Mr.  Whitbread  fat  down 
Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  rofe  and  faid, 
that  “  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  alluded  to  the  legacy  bequeath¬ 
ed  to  that  houfe  by  the  late  mem¬ 
ber  for  Cambridgefhire.”  He  could 
allure  that  honourable  gentleman 
that  whatever  legacy  was  fo  be¬ 
queathed,  would  be  remembered 
with  refpeft  by  that  houfe.  Cer¬ 
tain  he  was,  that  it  mull  be  as 
good  as  any  that  proceeded  from  a 
brewer  of  bad  porter.  Here  a  ge¬ 
neral  cry  of  order,  order !  chair, 
chair  !  continued  for  fome  minutes. 

As  foon  as  lilence  could  be  ob¬ 
tained,  Mr.  Whitbread  rof®,  and 
declared,  that  whatever  might  be 
the  emotions  felt  by  his  friends  as 
to  the  language  which  had  been 
ufed,  he  could  alfure  the  houfe  that 
he  was  in  no  other  way  affe&ed 
by  it  than  as  a  tradefman,  and  in 
that  capacity  he  thought  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  no  right  to 
hold  him  out  as  a  brewer  of  bad 
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porter.  He  only  hoped,  that  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  conceiv¬ 
ed  fo  bad  an  opinion  of  him  in 
fuppofing  he  had  fo  far  deviated 
from  the  precepts  and  practice  of 
his  father,  that  he  would  do  his 
porter  the  jullice  to  make  a  trial 
of  it.  If  the  honourable  member 
would  order  a  calk  of  it,  he  would 
undertake  to  furnilh  him  with 
the  bell ;  and  all  he  fhould  alk  in 
return  was,  that  he  Ihould  give  it 
to  the  ele&ors  of  Cambridgelhire, 
to  drink  the  health  of  their  late 
member.  The  clamour,  however, 
continued,  and  Lord  Milton  mov¬ 
ing  that  the  words  fpoken  be  taken 
down,  Mr.  Whitbread  again  rofe, 
and  alfured  the  houfe  that  he  felt 
perfeft  good  humour  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  and  as  he  required  no  apo¬ 
logy  on  the  occafion,  he  trailed 
the  houfe  would  call  for  none. 

Mr.  Croker  faid,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  paper  was  a  moll 
audacious  libel.  The  gentlemen 
oppolite,  indeed,  feemed  to  admit 
that  their  minds  were  made  up  on 
the  fubjedl ;  they  admitted  that 
the  publication  was  libellous  and 
yet  they  wilhed  for  further  delay. 
But  if  the  libel  was  admitted, 
what  occafion  was  there  for  further 
time  to  confider  ? 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  however, 
affirmed  that,  with  all  the  pains  he 
had  been  able  to  bellow  in  the 
Ihort  period  he  had  had  it  in  his 
power  on  the  reading  of  the  pub¬ 
lication  in  quellion,  he  had  confi- 
derable  doubt  in  declaring  that  it 
was  a  libel.  If  compelled  to  come 
to  a  vote  on  it  that  night,  he 
mull,  on  every  principle  of  law 
and  fubllantial  jullice,  fay  that  it 
was  not  a  libel  ;  becaufe,  fo  long 
as  he  remained  in  doubt,  he  mull 
of  neceffity  incline  to  the  fide  of 
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innocence.  There  were  indeed  of- 
feniive  paragraphs  in  the  paper, 
but  did  thefe  amount  to  a  libel; 
or  might  they  not  admit  of  a  very 
different  interpretation  after  gen¬ 
tlemen  had  time  to  confider  them  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid  he  could  not  conceive  how  his 
learned  friend  could  entertain  any 
doubt  of  the  matter.  He  then 
cited  a  feries  of  paffages  from  the  ad- 
drefs  and  argument,  and  afked 
whether  any  thing  could  have  been 
written  to  Englifhmen  more  cal¬ 
culated  to  excite  their  refiftance  to 
the  authority  of  parliament,  and 
to  bring  the  charafter  of  that  houfe 
into  difrefpeft  and  contumely  ?  If 
Sir  Samuel  could  ftill  have  doubts, 
he  was  perfuaded  that  no  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  difcuffion  could  remove 
them.  Where  would  be  the  im¬ 
partiality  of  the  houfe  if,  after 
committing  Mr.  Jones  for  a  breach 
of  privilege,  they  fhould  treat  a 
member,  who,  with  a  better  know¬ 
ledge  of  thofe  privileges  had  vio¬ 
lated  them,  with  more  indulgence  ? 
If  they  hefitated  to  pronounce  that 
again!!  the  honourable  baronet, 
which  they  had  not  hefitated  to 
pronounce  again!!  a  lefs  diftinguilh- 
ed  offender,  they  would  fink  low 
indeed  in  the  public  eftimation. 
Grofsly  libellous  as  the  proceed¬ 
ing  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones  had  been, 
it  was  trifling  and  contemptible 
compared  with  that  of  the  honour¬ 
able  baronet.  If  the  houfe,  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  doing  that  which 
Sir  Francis  might  perhaps  wi!h  and 
in  which  he  might  perhaps  tri¬ 
umph,  were  to  abftain  from  doing 
their  duty,  they  would  indeed  af¬ 
ford  him  a  caufe  of  triumph  ;  and 
would  indeed  be  triumphed  over, 
and  trod  upon.  In  afferting  their 
own  rights,  they  were  afierting 


the  rights  of  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  only  way  to  maintain 
their  dignity  was  to  do  their  duty 
— to  doit  temperately — but  to  do 
it  firmly  and  impartially. 

Lord  Folkftone  contended  that 
the  cafe  of  Gale  Jones  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  prefent 
queftion,  which  comprehended  not 
only  the  propriety  and  impropriety 
of  Sir  F.  Burdett's  conduft,  but 
alfo  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  his 
doftrine.  When  Sir  S.  Romilly,  a 
man  entitled  to  every  deference 
for  his  unlimited  legal  and  deep 
conftitutional  knowledge,  had  de¬ 
clared  that  he  entertained  many 
doubts  upon  the  nature  and  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  paper,  were  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  that  houfe  prepared  to 
affert  that  their  minds  were  fatis- 
fied,  that  their  conviftion  was  de¬ 
cided  ? 

Mr.  Adam  fupported  the  motion 
for  adjournment,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  alone  neceffary  that 
the  houfe  (hould  decide  juftly,  but 
that  it  was  bound,  in  regard  to  the 
country,  to  declare  that  decifion  in 
the  mo!!  fatisfaftory  and  intelligi¬ 
ble  manner,  and  therefore  with  all 
due  deliberation.  But  how  could 
fuch  an  effeft  be  obtained  from  the 
precipitancy  with  which  they  were 
called  upon  to  aft  that  night  ? 

The  attorney  general  expreffed 
his  furprife  that  if  his  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Adam),  was  not  really 
fatisfied  of  the  power  of  the  houfe 
to  commit  for  breach  of  privilege, 
he  had  not  attended  the  motion 
for  the  commitment  of  Mr.  Jones. 
But  the  queftion  then  was  not  as 
to  the  right  veiled  in  the  houfe, 
for  that  was  fully  eftablifhed,  but 
whether  the  paper  of  the  honour¬ 
able  baronet  was  libellous  or  not  ; 
and  to  be  convinced  of  this,  he 

thought 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [77 


thought  it  only  neceflary  to  read 
the  paper. 

Mr.  Bathurft  thought  the  dif- 
cuflion  (hould  at  lead  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr. Tierney  renewed  the  charge 
as  to  the  motives  with  which  the 
matter  had  been  brought  forward  ; 
he  challenged  the  minifters  to 
deny  that  the  refolutions  were  of 
treafury  manufadture  ;  nay,  that 
a  meeting  had  been  convened  at 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer's 
houfe  to  difcufs  and  decide  upon 
them.  When  Mr.  Lethbridge 
immediately  declared,  upon  his 
honour,  that  the  afiertion  was  not 
true,  Mr.  Tierney  obferved  that, 
neverthelefs,  there  was  an  nnder- 
ftanding  upon  the  fubjeft,  for  the 
feconder,  as  he  was  informed,  was 
there*  Mr.  Blachford  however 
denied  this  fadt,  as  peremptorily  as 
Mr.  Lethbridge  had  denied  the 
other.  Mr.  Wilberforce  advifed  an 
adjournment ;  and  the  matter  of  the 
rolls,  though  he  ftated  his  own  per- 
fuafion  that  the  paper  was  clearly  a 
libel  on  the  houfe,  was  yet  difpofed 
to  deprecate  any  appearance  of  pre¬ 
cipitation  in  a  cafe  where  difference 
of  opinion  might  eafily  exift. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
confeffed,  that  after  what  he  had 
heard  it  would  appear  obftinate 
and  pertinacious  in  him  to  prefs  an 
opinion,  to  which,  however,  he 
ftill  unfortunately  adhered  ;  at  the 
fame  time  he  mutt  ftate,  that  in 
acceding  to  the  repeated  calls  for 
a  further  adjournment,  the  laft 
motive  which  could  induce  him  to 
yield  was  any  thing  like  timidity 
or  fear.  The  information  of  this 
conceflion  was  received  with  re- 
peated  cheers  from  the  oppofition. 
Mr.  Perceval  obferved,  that  this 
betrayed  the  fpirit  of  their  pro¬ 


ceeding.  Their  oftenfible  motive 
was  unanimity,  but  their  real  one, 
their  poor  aflumption  of  a  triumph 
which  they  had  not  gained  plainly 
evinced.  They  had  fucceeded,  in¬ 
deed,  in  impofing  fo  far  on  fome 
of  his  friends,  as  to  perfuade  them 
that  they  really  defired  unanimity  ; 
and  to  their  fcruples,  and  their’s 
alone,  he  now  yielded.  He  left 
them  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
triumph. 

This  roufed  Mr.  Ponfonby, 
who  faid,  “  Really,  the  right  hon. 
genleman  rates  himfelf  too  high 
and  us  too  low,  if  he  fuppofes 
there  is  any  thing  in  his  character 
or  conduct  which  fhonld  make  us 
feel  elated  by  any  triumph  over 
him.”  There  was  as  much  truth 
as  bluntnefs  in  Mr.  Blachford's 
remark  upon  this,  that  <(  when 
things  had  come  to  fuch  a  pafs  in 
that  houfe,  that  members  abufed 
one  another  in  terms  which  one 
gentleman  would  not  ufe  to  an¬ 
other,  new  rules  were  wanted.” 
The  queftion  for  an  adjournment 
was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

The  debate  was  refumed  on  the 
5th  of  April.  Sir  John  Anftruther 
faid,  that  unlefs  the  houfe  was  to 
be  the  judge  of  its  own  privi¬ 
leges,  its  independence  was  totally 
gone.  In  faying  this,  he  claimed 
no  more  for  the  houfe  of  commons 
than  belonged  to  the  loweft  court. 
The  loweft  court  could  punifh  for 
contempt;  and,  what  was  more, 
no  court  would  interfere  in  com¬ 
mitment  for  contempt  by  another. 
It  was  abfurd  to  alk  whether  the 
privileges  of  the  houfe  had  not 
been  infringed  upon  by  that  pub¬ 
lication  ;  it  was  almoft  equally  fo 
to  argue  that  a  breach  of  privilege 
was  no  contempt.  As  for  the 
pamphlet  ufelf,  it  was  deferving 
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only  of  contempt,  and  he  had  not 
the  flighted  apprehenfion  as  to  any 
effeCl  it  could  have  upon  the  found 
good  fenfe  of  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land.  It  was  an  awkward  compi¬ 
lation  of  very  bad  arguments  in 
very  bad  language  ;  and  he  could 
not  but  wilh  that  fuch  a  work  had 
been  left  to  its  fate.  He  could 
not  extol  the  wifdom  or  the  pru¬ 
dence  of  Mr.  Lethbridge,  in  vifit- 
ing  it  with  a  character  of  import¬ 
ance  fo  foreign  to  its  own  merits. 
He  would  advife  that  gentleman, 
before  he  took  a  limilar  proceeding 
in  future,  to  confider  the  ulterior 
confequences  a  firft  ftep  in  fuch 
matters  might  lead  to,  or  to  con- 
fult  with  others  whofe  experience 
might  be  found  equal  to  his  own, 
and  whofe  counfel  might  prove  no 
unworthy  or  unnecelfary  acceflion 
to  the  native  refources  of  his  own 
practical  wifdom. 

Lord  Folkeltone  laid  he  could 
not  agree  that  the  publication  was 
fcandalous  or  libellous  ;  and  feel¬ 
ing  that  the  houfe  was  in  a  dilem¬ 
ma,  he  Ihould  move  the  previous 
queltion. 

Lord  Binning  fupported  the  re- 
folutions. 

Sir  S.  Romilly  confefled  that, 
after  all  the  confideration  he  had 
bellowed  upon  the  fubjeCt,  he  Hill 
entertained  much  doubt  upon  it. 
The  prefent  cafe  was  neceffarily  con¬ 
nected  with  that  cafe  of  Mr.  Gale 
Jones.  If  Sir  F.  Burdett’s  opinion 
upon  the  fubjeCt  of  that  perfon’s 
imprifonment  fhould  turn  out  to 
be  right,  fuch  a  conclulion  mull 
furely  have  the  effeCl  of  mitigating 
the  impropriety  of  any  Itrong  or 
offenlive  language  into  which,  in 
arguing  fo  ferious  a  fubjeCt,  the 
baronet  might  have  been  led.  Now 
with  refpeCt  to  the  right  of  com¬ 


mitting  for  libel,  reflecting  upon 
the  palt  proceedings  of  that  houfe, 
he  would  fay,  at  once,  that  he 
thought  fuch  an  exercife  of  power 
illegal ;  or  perhaps  the  exprefiion, 
unjultifiable,  might  be  more  appro¬ 
priate  ;  the  term  illegal  not  being 
properly  applicable  to  a  body 
which  was  not  under  the  controul 
of  any  fuperior  jurifdiCtion.  It 
was  in  contradiction  to  the  molt 
facred  and  important  principles  of 
politive  law.  It  confounded  in  the 
fame  tribunal  the  difcordant  cha¬ 
racters  of  party,  accufer  and  judge. 
It  deprived  the  accufed  of  that 
which  every  legal  jurifdiCtion  fecur- 
ed  to  him,  the  power  of  being  heard 
in  his  own  defence.  But  allowing 
that,  in  very  extraordinay  cafes, 
this  power  Ihould  be  veiled  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  where  the  ne- 
ceflity  ceafed,  there  the  privilege 
ceafed  alfo.  Chief  Jultice  de  Grey 
had  argued  that  fuch  a  power  was 
legal,  becaufe  it  was  neceflary. 
Might  he  not  therefore  afllime  the 
converfe  of  the  propofition,  and 
alk,  where  was  the  necellity  of 
putting  into  practice  a  difputed 
privilege  for  an  alleged  defence 
cognizable  by  the  courts  of  law  ? 
It  had  been  Hated,  that  the  powers 
of  that  houfe  were  not  to  be  cir- 
cumfcribed  by  the  exaCt  and  arti¬ 
ficial  rule  of  evidence  obferved  in 
courts  of  inferior  jurisdiction. 
But  the  rules  upon  which  he  con¬ 
ceived  that  the  houfe  was  bound 
to  regulate  their  decifions  were 
comprehended  within  no  fuch  defi¬ 
nition.  They  were  the  rules  by 
which,  by  the  fallibility  of  human 
nature,  all  its  tribunals  Ihould  be 
governed  ;  and  the  being  who  had 
the  power  to  difpenfe  with  them, 
was  one  uninfluenced  by  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  human  paffions,  or  the 
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wanderings  of  human  reafon.  Sir 
William  Grant  had  faid  that  the 
queftion  had  been  forced  on  the 
houfe,  and  that  the  houfe  was 
bound  to  decide  on  it.  This  was 
true  of  the  courts  below,  but  that 
houfe  was  under  no  fuch  obliga¬ 
tion,  and  he  thought  this  a  cafe  in 
which  it  would  be  better  not  to 
adopt  any  proceeding,  even  if  by 
a  fevere  conflrudion  it  could  be 
contended  that  privilege  had  been 
violated.  In  matters  of  authority 
as  well  as  in  religion,  feverity 
againft  herefy  only  ferved  to  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  its  difciples. 
He  fhould  therefore  vote  for  the 
order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Stephen  adverted  to  the 
unfair  treatment  which  Mr.  Leth¬ 
bridge  had  received  for  his  con- 
dud  in  bringing  forward  this  bu- 
finefs.  Firft  he  had  been  charged 
with  the  offence  of  confulting  with 
the  minifter.  When  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  denied  this,  then  the  charge 
was  turned  upon  the  feconder  ; 
and  when  he  too  denied  it,  then 
the  hon.  mover  was  arraigned  for 
not  having  confulted  perfons  of 
experience  before  he  agitated  a 
matter  of  fuch  importance.  How¬ 
ever  the  thing  was  now  before 
them,  and  they  could  not  pafs  it 
over  without  fuffering  themfelves 
to  be  trampled  upon  ever  after. 
He  recolleded  the  {lory  of  an 
Irifhman  who  had  fuffered  him- 
felf  to  be  unmercifully  beaten  and 
bruifed  by  a  man  of  inferior 
flrength,  and  being  reproached  by 
a  countryman  for  his  cowardice, 
replied,  ((  My  dear  creature,  I 
with  to  take  the  world  aifyj* 
Now  this  was  a  wrong  applica¬ 
tion  of  a  corred  principle,  for  the 
man  was  much  more  feverely  beaten 
than  he  would  have  been  had  he 
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defended  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  power ;  and  in  the  fame  way 
the  houfe  by  paffing  over  this 
breach  of  its  privileges  would  be 
in  a  worfe  fituation  than  it  could 
be  reduced  to  by  taking  fteps  for 
its  own  defence. 

Mr.  Adam  faid,  that  with  every 
refped  for  the  talents  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  learned  friend,  Sir  S. 
Romilly,  he  was  compelled  to 
fay,  that  if  the  dodrines  he  had 
heard  promulgated  were  to  pre¬ 
vail,  there  would  be  an  end  to  the 
privileges  of  the  houfe  and  of  the 
conliitution,  which  had  been  ob¬ 
tained  and  preferved  by  the  exer¬ 
tion  of  thofe  privileges.  The  dif~ 
tindion  taken  by  Sir  Samuel,  feem- 
ed  to  be  that  a  libel  upon  that 
which  is  paft  and  over,  was  not  cog¬ 
nizable  as  a  contempt,  admitting 
neverthelefs  that  a  libel  againft 
exifting  proceedings  is  a  contempt, 
and  may  in  any  court  be  punifh- 
able  by  fine  and  imprifonment. 

Mr.  Adam  diflindly  and  pofi- 
lively  denied  the  foundnefs  of  this 
dodrine,  both  as  applicable  to 
courts  of  juftice  and  to  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  high  court  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  privilege  itfelf  flood 
on  the  fame  foundation  with  all 
our  general  rights,  civil  and  poli¬ 
tical  ;  on  that  principle,  which  is 
held  to  be  the  clear  and  unerring 
foundation  of  our  law,  namely, 
that  we  find  it  in  full  obfervance 
for  ages  and  that  we  do  not  find 
the  period  when  it  commenced. 
The  whole  reafoning  of  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis’s  publication  proceeded  on  the 
pofition  that  the  law  of  parliament 
was  not  part  of  the  law  of  the 
land.  Refute  that  pofition,  and 
the  entire  argument  was  overfet. 
But  that  the  law  of  parliament, 
(continued  Mr.  Adam)  is  a  branch 

of 
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of  the  law  of  England,  is  io  clearly 
laid  down  in  the  earlieft  and  lateft 
works  of  all  who  have  written 
upon  our  laws  and  conftitution, 
that  I  feel  a  degradation  in  being 
called  on  to  make  this  affertion. 
In  the  argument,  there  is  a  great 
difplay  of  legal  authorities — lord 
Coke  is  repeatedly  quoted  and 
his  do&rine  relied  on.  Without 
dragging  the  houfe  through  all 
thefe  quotations,  and  (hewing  that 
the  dodtrine  relied  on  by  Sir  F. 
Burdett,  a  dodlrine  referring  to 
common  law  and  not  to  law  of 
parliament  ;  I  call  its  attention  to 
this  one  remark  —  Lord  Coke 
wrote  four  great  general  works 
by  the  name  of  Inftitutes,  of  which 
the  laft  is  the  only  one  containing 
dodtrine  profeffedly  on  this  very 
fubjedl,  anddiftinguilhing  through¬ 
out  the  common  law  from  the  law 
of  parliament.  Now,  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  quotations  which  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  has  made  from  Lord  Coke,  all 
are  confined  to  the  three  firft  in¬ 
ftitutes,  nor  has  he  one  reference 
to  the  fourth,  the  only  one  pro¬ 
feffedly  written  on  the  inftitution 
of  parliament.”  After  a  very 
long  but  able  inveftigation  of  the 
whole  queftion,  Mr.  Adam  con¬ 
cluded  thus  : — “  There  is.  Sir,  at 
prefent  a  prevailing  plan  and  fyf- 
tem  to  degrade  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  to  reprefent  this  branch 
of  the  legiflature  (which  is  con. 
nedled  with,  and  flows  from  the 
people,  which  has  privileges  and 
rights  exclufively  belonging  to  it 
— armed  with  which  it  has  re¬ 
peatedly  fought  and  conquered  in 
the  caufe  of  the  people)  as  inferior 
to  the  other  branches  of  the  legi¬ 
flature.  But  they  underftand  little 
of  the  conftitution  of  England, 
who  rely  on  fuch  dodtrine.  The 


powers  of  this  houfe  vary  from 
the  other  branches  of  the  legifla¬ 
ture,  and  its  functions  are  diffe¬ 
rent  ;  but  its  rank  is  coequal,  and 
many  of  its  powers  exclufively  its 
own  ;  while  its  effedts  have  been 
peculiarly  thofe  by  which  the  con¬ 
ftitution  has  been  vindicated  and 
afferted.  And  they  who  repre¬ 
fent  the  houfe  of  commons  as  infe¬ 
rior  and  exalt  the  other  powers  of 
the  ftate  to  its  prejudice,  are  the 
word  enemies  to  the  liberties  of 
the  country.” 

Mr.  Whitbread  ftrongly  recom¬ 
mended  the  houfe  to  get  out  of  the 
bufinefs,  and  propofed  that  the 
motion  under  confederation  (hould 
be  poftponed  till  fuch  a  time  be¬ 
yond  the  expedled  fitting  of  the 
houfe,  that  there  would  be  no 
chance  for  any  further  difcuflion  of 
it — that  Jones  (hould  be  liberated 
—and  a  queftion  then  raifed  upon 
the  fubjett  that  it  might  be  dif- 
cuffed  without  any  mixture  of  heat 
or  prejudice. 

Mr.  Canning  faid,  that  if  the 
houfe  (hould  adopt  this  courfe, 
they  (hould  endeavour  to  make 
their  conduct  confident.  If  they 
arrogated  privileges  which  did  not 
belong  to  them,  the  mod  manly 
courfe  would  be  to  confefs  their 
injuftice,  and  to  repair  any  wrong 
they  might  have  committed  by 
enforcing  them.  Upon  this  prin¬ 
ciple  Mr.  Whitbread,  who  had  not 
even  protefted  againft  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Jones,  would  come  in 
for  his  (hare  of  blame.  He  con- 
feffed  he  came  to  the  queftion  with 
confiderable  doubts  as  to  the  right 
of  the  houfe  to  commit  generally  ; 
doubts  that  were  almoft  confirmed 
by  the  fpeech  of  Sir  S.  Romilly  ; 
but  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Adam 
had  completely  removed  them. 

He 
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He  had  no  acquaintance  with  Sir 
F.  Burdett,  but  he  would  fay  that 
he  confidered  him  as  a  man  gifted 
with  extraordinary  talents ;  of 
powers  of  the  very  firft  grafp, 
which,  if  directed  in  a  proper 
channel,  might  produce  incalcula¬ 
ble  advantages  to  his  country.  He 
had  never  known  him  to  rife  in 
that  houfe  that  he  did  not  acquit 
himfelf  as  a  perfon  of  firft- rate 
ability.  Of  the  talents,  and,  he 
would  fain  hope,  of  the  purity  of 
the  hon.  baronet’s  motives,  there 
could  hardly  be  a  difference  of 
opinion,  But  the  queftion  was 
not  of  thefe,  but  whether  they 
would  or  would  not  uphold  the 
privileges  of  parliament.  Thefe 
privileges  were  to  be  difcovered 
or  deduced  only  from  the  invaria¬ 
ble  pra&ice  of  parliament  ;  they 
were  claimed  to  uphold  that  houfe 
againft  other  powers,  and  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  imperious  duty  to  main¬ 
tain  them  with  firmnefs  and  jea- 
loufy. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  totally  difagreed 
from  the  do&rine  of  his  learned 
friend  (Sir  S.  Romilly,)  that  the 
houfe  had  no  power  to  commit  for 
contempt  or  libel.  That  the 
houfe  pofleffed  fuch  a  privilege  in 
the  fulleft  fenfe  of  the  word  he 
had  no  doubt,  but  he  thought 
that  this  was  not  a  cafe  in  which  it 
was  fit  to  exercife  it. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid  this  wa9  a 
conteft  in  which  viftory  would  be 
without  glory,  and  defeat  muft 
be  followed  by  difgrace,  and  he 
lamented  that  the  fubjedl  had  ever 
been  brought  forward. 

Lord  Milton,  Mr.  Brand,  and 
Mr.  Wynne,  admitted  the  libel¬ 
lous  nature  of  the  paper,  but  de¬ 
precated  the  adoption  of  any  mea- 
Vol.  LII.  or  Vol,  X.  New  S 
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Cure  of  fe verity  towards  the  au¬ 
thor. 

Mr.  Sheridan  called  upon  thofe 
who  fupported  the  refolutions,  to 
fay  what  conclufion  they  intended 
to  draw  from  their  adoption.  Did 
the  hon.  mover  mean  that  Sir  F. 
Burdett  fhould  be  fent  to  the 
Tower  ? 

Mr.  Lethbridge  faid  he  was  not 
to  be  forced  beyond  the  line  of 
conduct  he  had  prefcribed  to  him¬ 
felf.  He  would  lay  the  refolutions 
before  the  houfe,  leaving  it  to 
them  to  difpofe  of  them  as  they 
might  pleafe.  If  they  were  adopt¬ 
ed,  it  would  be  competent  to  any 
hon.  member  to  follow  them  by 
any  refolution  he  might  think  pro¬ 
per. 

Sir  Robert  Salilbury  here  rofe 
and  faid,  that  if  the  refolutions 
were  agreed  to,  he  would  feel  it 
his  duty  to  propofe  that  Sir  F. 
Burdett  be  committed  to  the 
Tower. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  thought  the 
wifeft  c.ourfe  would  be  to  come  to 
a  vote  on  the  refolutions  at  pre- 
fent,  and  defer  the  confideration  of 
the  meafure  of  punilhment  to  a 
cooler  moment. 

After  fome  further  remarks  from 
Mr.  Lyttleton  and  Sir  John  New¬ 
port,  a  divifion  took  place.  For 
the  order  of  the  day,  80 — againft 
it,  271. 

Mr.  Lethbridge’s  refolutions 
were  then  agreed  to  without  a 
divifion,  amd  Sir  R.  Salilbury 
moved  that  Sir  F.  Burdett  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Tower.  A  difcuflion 
of  fome  length  took  place,  and  an 
amendment  was  moved  that  Sir  F. 
Burdett  be  reprimanded  in  his 
place,  upon  which  the  houfe  divid¬ 
ed — ayes,  152 — noes,  190.  Ma- 
ries.  [F]  jority 
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jority  againft  the  motion,  38. 
The  houfe  adjourned  at  half- 
paft  feven  in  the  morning.  Mr. 
Jones  Burdett,  who  had  remained 
all  night  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
houfe,  fet  off  immediately  for 
Wimbledon  to  acquaint  his  bro¬ 
ther  with  the  refult,  and  they  re¬ 
turned  together  to  town  about 
one  o’clock.  Mr.  Colman,  the 
ferjeant  at  arms,  had  received  the 
warrant  for  the  apprehenfion  of  Sir 
Francis  about  nine  o’clock,  and 
had  repaired  without  delay  to  his 
houfe  ;  but  finding  that  he  was  not 
at  home,  he  left  a  letter  dating 
his  purpofe,  and  adding  that  it 
was  his  with  to  confult  as  much  as 
poffible  his  (Sir  F.  Burdett’s)  con¬ 
venience,  as  to  the  time  and  me¬ 
thod  of  his  removal.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  Mr.  Colman  called  again, 
when  he  faw  Sir  Francis  who  faid 
that  he  fhould  be  ready  to  receive 
him  next  morning  at  eleven  o’clock. 
Mr.  Colman  underftood  this  as  an 
intimation  of  his  readinefs  to  go 
next  morning.  On  reporting  the 
arrangement  to  the  fpeaker,  how¬ 
ever,  that  gentleman  defired  him 
to  go  back  immediately  and  put 
his  warrant  into  execution,  advif- 
ing  him  to  call  at  the  fecretary  of 
ftate’s  office  for  any  affiftance  which 
he  might  think  neceffary.  It  was 
half-pad  feven  before  the  ferjeant 
at  arms  returned  to  Sir  Francis 
Burdett’s  houfe.  On  being  ad¬ 
mitted  he  Hated  to  Sir  Francis 
that  he  had  the  fpeaker’s  order  to 
execute  the  warrant  forthwith, 
and  (hewed  him  the  warrant.  Sir 
Francis  read  it  and  faid  that  he 
difputed  the  legality  of  it,  and 
that  nothing  but  force  fhould  make 
him  go.  Mr.  Colman  immedi¬ 
ately  withdrew,  but  finding  the 
ftreets  filled  with  an  immenfe 


crowd,  and  confidering  both  the 
latenefs  of  the  hour  and  that  no 
arrangement  had  been  made  with 
the  lord  mayor  for  the  protection 
of  the  efcort  through  the  city,  he 
was  induced  to  defer  the  bufinefs 
till  half-paft  fix  next  morning. 

In  his  converfation  with  the 
ferjeant  at  arms,  Sir  Francis  Bur¬ 
dett  had  ftated  that  he  had  written 
a  letter  to  the  fpeaker,  containing 
his  refolution  refpeCting  the  war¬ 
rant,  which  letter  he  defired  the 
ferjeant  to  take  and  deliver.  This 
that  gentleman  declined  to  do, 
obferving  that  he  had  already  in¬ 
curred  blame  by  not  executing  the 
warrant,  and  that  he  fhould  be 
ftill  more  culpable  if  he  carried 
any  letter  in  contradiction  to  it. 
The  baronet  fhortly  after  dif- 
patched  his  miffive  to  the  fpeaker 
by  his  fon  and  his  brother  Mr. 
Jones  Burdett.  It  was  exprefted 
as  follows. 

Piccadilly ,  April  6,  1810. 

Sir, — When  I  was  returned  in 
due  form  by  the  electors  of  Weft- 
minfter,  they  imagined  that  they 
had  chofen  me  as  their  member  in 
a  houfe  of  commons,  to  maintain 
the  laws  and  liberties  of  the 
land  ;  having  accepted  that  truft 
I  will  never  betray  it :  I  have 
alfo,  as  a  dutiful  fubjeCt,  taken 
an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king 
to  obey  his  laws ;  and  I  never 
will  confent  by  any  aCt  of  mine  to 
obey  any  fet  of  men  who,  contrary 
to  tnofe  laws,  aflume  the  power  of 
the  king.  Power  and  privilege 
are  not  the  fame  things,  and  ought 
not  to  be  confounded  together  ; 
privilege  is  an  exemption  from 
power,  and  was  by  law  fecured  to 
the  third  branch  of  the  legiflature 
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to  proted  them,  that  they  might 
fafely  proted  the  people,  and  not 
give  them  power  to  deftroy  the 
people.  Your  warrant,  Sir,  I  be¬ 
lieve  you  know  to  be  illegal.  I 
know  it  to  be  fo.  To  fuperior 
force  I  muft  fubmit ;  but  I  will 
not  and  dare  not  incur  the  danger 
of  continuing  voluntarily  to  make 
one  of  any  fet  of  men  who  (hall 
affume  illegally  the  whole  power 
of  the  realm  ;  and  who  have  no 
more  right  to  take  myfelf  or  any 
one  of  my  conftituents  by  force, 
than  I  or  they  poffefs  to  take  any 
one  of  thofe  who  are  now  guilty 
of  this  ufurpation.  And  I  would 
condefcend  to  accept  the  meaneft 
office  that  would  vacate  my  feat ; 
being  more  defirous  of  getting  out 
of  my  prefent  alTociation  than 
other  men  may  be  delirous  of  get¬ 
ting  profitably  into  it.  Sir,  this 
is  not  a  letter  in  anfwer  to  a  vote 
of  thanks,  it  is  an  anfwer  to  a  vote 
of  a  very  different  kind,  I  know 
not  what  to  call  it ;  but  fince  you 
have  begun  this  correfpondence 
with  me,  I  muft  beg  you  to  read 
this,  my  anfwer,  to  thofe  under 
whofe  orders  you  have  commenced 
it.  I  remain.  Sir,  your  inoft  obe¬ 
dient  humble  fervant, 

Francis  Burdett. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  town  had 
been  kept  in  confiderable  agita¬ 
tion.  Throughout  the  day  the 
ftreets  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sir 
Francis’s  houfe,  in  Piccadilly, 
were  thronged  by  a  tumultuous 
mob.  The  Earl  of  Moira,  con- 
ftable  of  the  Tower,  had,  immedi¬ 
ately  on  learning  the  refolutions 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  iffued 
the  neceffary  orders  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  prifoner.  Pieces  of 
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cannon  were  taken  from  the  ram¬ 
parts,  and  placed  oppofite  the 
gate,  and  the  fluices  were  opened 
for  the  admiffion  of  the  tide  into 
the  ditch.  The  Earl  foon  after 
repaired  in  perfon  to  his  poft,  and 
remained  there  during  the  day. 
The  Tower  Hamlets  militia  were 
ordered  to  be  in  readinefs,  and  no 
ftranger  was  fuffered  to  pafs  the 
gates.  An  immenfe  crowd  was 
eolleded  in  all  the  avenues  to  the 
Tower,  in  expedation  of  the  arri¬ 
val  of  Sir  Francis,  and  remained 
in  fpite  of  the  weather  until  night 
fall.  At  the  fame  time  the  throng 
was  increafing  in  Piccadilly.  To¬ 
wards  evening  their  numbers  had 
increafed  their  confidence,  and 
they  proceeded  to  indulge  in  vari¬ 
ous  ads  of  outrage.  A  body  of 
them  marched  to  Berkeley -fquare, 
to  attack  the  houfe  fuppofed  to  be¬ 
long  to  Mr.  Lethbridge,  but  at 
that  time  inhabited  by  Mr.  Raikes 
whofe  lady  was  then  lying  a  corpfe 
in  the  houfe.  They  had  began  to 
break  the  windows,  when  unde¬ 
ceived  by  the  appearance  of  Mr# 
Raikes,  they  then  moved  elfe- 
where.  The  houfes  of  Lords  Chat¬ 
ham,  Weftmoreland,  Wellefley, 
and  Dartmouth,  of  the  Duke  of 
Montrofe,  of  Mr.  Yorke  and  Mr. 
W.  Pole,  were  fucceffively  fub- 
jeded  to  their  outrage.  About 
eleven  at  night  the  populace,  under 
the  idea  that  their  hero  would  not 
now  be  fent  to  the  Tower,  infilled 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Piccadilly 
and  St.  James’s-fteeet  Ihould  illu¬ 
minate  under  penalty  of  having 
their  windows  broken,  and  till 
two  in  the  morning  the  whole 
quarter  was  in  a  blaze.  Parties  of 
about  one  hundred  dragoons  each, 
fcoured  the  ftreets  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood  during  the  night,  and 
[f  z]  numbers 
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numbers  of  fmall  patroles  were  on 
duty  in  every  direction. 

.  ..  At  half-paft  fix  on  the 

Saturday  morning,  Mr. 

Colman  returned  to  Picca¬ 
dilly,  attended  by  fome  meffen- 
gers,  and  a  poffe  of  about  twenty 
conftables.  He  had  endeavoured 
to  imprefs  upon  the  perfons  at  the 
fecretary  of  Hate’s  office  the  pro¬ 
bable  inefficiency  of  a  mere  civil 
force  for  the  effecting  of  his  ob¬ 
ject,  but  the  police  magift  rates,  to 
whom  he  was  referred,  feemed  to 
think  that  the  civil  power  would 
be  perfectly  adequate.  They 
Hated,  however,  that  in  cafe  it 
lhould  prove  otherwife,  a  military 
force  lhould  be  held  in  readinefs 
to  give  them  affiftance  upon  the 
firfi  fummons.  On  inquiry  at  the 
houfe  they  were  informed  that  Sir 
Francis  was  not  at  home,  and  Mr. 
Colman,  fuppofing  that  he  was  at 
his  houfe  at  Wimbledon,  proceeded 
thither,  leaving  a  meflenger  in  the 
hall.  Sir  Francis,  in  the  mean¬ 
while,  had  gone  to  breakfaft  with 
Mr.  O’Connor  ;  he  then  took  a 
ride  in  the  Park,  and  returned 
about  half-paft  twelve  to  his  refi- 
dence,  where  he  found  two  meflfen- 
gers  of  the  houfe  of  commons  ex¬ 
pecting  him  ;  they  a  fecond  time 
prefented  the  warrant  for  his  com¬ 
mittal  ;  the  baronet,  however, 
again  ftated  his  refolution  to  dif- 
obey  it,  and  defired  the  meflen- 
gers  to  return  and  intimate  the 
fame  to  the  fpeaker.  The  meflen¬ 
ger  replied  that  he  had  orders  to 
remain,  and  lhould  do  fo  unlefs 
compelled'  by  force  to  withdraw. 
He  was  immediately  Ihown  down 
ftairs  by  JJjr.  O’Connor,  who  faid 
to  him,  There  is  the  door  open 
for  you,  imd  you  muft  go — and  I 
hope  you  will  not  oblige  me  to 


the  incivility  of  ufing  violence/* 
The  meflenger  then  bowed  and 
retired.  Mr.  Colman  foon  after 
returned,  but  on  knocking  at  the 
door  he  was  peremptorily  refufed 
admittance. 

The  crowds  affembled  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Piccadilly  and 
on  Tower-hill  were,  during  this 
day,  ftill  more  confiderable  than 
on  the  preceding.  Placards  were 
ftuck  up  in  different  parts  of  the 
city,  calling  upon  the  people  to 
proteCl  their  hero,  whofe  name  was 
in  every  ftreet  the  fubjeCt  of  ap- 
plaufive  vociferation.  In  Picca¬ 
dilly  the  numbers  amounted  to 
fome  thoufands,  extending  as  far 
as  Berkeley-ftreet  on  one  hand, 
and  to  Clarges-ftreet  on  the  other. 
Between  twelve  and  one  a  troop  of 
life  guards  arrived,  and  were  drawn 
up  before  the  houfe  of  Sir  Francis. 
This  array,  however,  did  not  pre¬ 
vent  the  people  from  exacting  ho¬ 
mage  from  all  who  pa  fled,  and 
fuch  as  hefitated  to  take  off  their 
hats  were  inftantly  pelted  with 
mud.  The  troops  at  length  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  clear  the  ftreets  ; 
the  tumult  which  took  place  in 
confequence  rofe  to  fuch  a  height 
that  it  was  found  neceffary  to  read 
the  riot  aCt,  and  all  perfons  were 
warned  to  depart  in  quiet.  The 
troops  were  then  polled  acrofs 
Piccadilly,  from  Dover-ftreet  on 
the  one  fide  to  Bolton-row  on  the 
other,  and  no  perfon  whatever 
was  allowed  to  pafs.  During 
thefe  movements  Sir  Francis  fhew- 
ed  himfelf  from  time  to  time  at 
the  window,  and  was  greeted  by 
the  enthufiaftic  acclamations  of  the 
multitude.  When  he  perceived 
that  the  military  had  effectually 
cleared  the  ftreet  of  his  friends, 
he  wrote  a  requifition  to  the  Ihe- 
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iiffs  of  Middlefex,  dating  that 
S(  In  furtherance  of  an  attempt  to 
deprive  him  of  his  liberty,  under 
the  authority  of  an  inftrument 
which  he  knew  to  be  illegal,  his 
houfe  was  befet  by  a  military 
force,  and  requiring  them  to  fur- 
nifti  him  with  the  aid  provided  by 
the  laws,  either  by  calling  out  the 
foffe  comitatis ,  or  fuch  other  as  the 
cafe  and  circumftances  may  re¬ 
quire.’  ' 

Towards  nightfall  the  cavalry 
would  not  allow  a  dozen  perfons 
to  (land  for  a  moment  together. 
The  orders  of  the  night  were 
ic  March  on,”  and  the  mandate 
was  enforced  under  the  penalty,  in 
cafe  of  refufal,  of  being  ridden 
over,  or  ft  ruck  with  the  flat  of  a 
fabre.  Cavalry  picquets  were  poll¬ 
ed  at  the  corner  of  every  ftreet 
leading  into  Piccadilly  from  Bond, 
ftreet,  to  a  confiderable  diftance 
beyond  Sir  Francis  Burdett’s 
houfe.  The  populace  were  thus 
prevented  from  aflembling  in  Pic¬ 
cadilly,  but  they  colledfed  in  the 
avenues  and  aflailed  the  foldiers 
with  abufe.  Late  in  the  evening 
two  brigades  of  artillery  arrived 
from  Woolwich,  and  one  of  them 
was  ftationed  in  St.  James’s  Park, 
the  other  in  Berkeley-fquare,  with 
lighted  matches.  About  ten 
o’clock  an  attempt  was  made  by 
the  mob  upon  Lord  Caftlereagh’s 
houfe,  but  they  were  quickly  dif- 
perfed  by  the  arrival  of  the  ca¬ 
valry.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day 
feveral  ftiots  had  been  fired  by 
both  parties,  and  many  perfons 
among  the  people  were  wounded. 

On  the  following  morning,  Sun¬ 
day,  the  troops  were  again  on  duty 
at  an  early  hour.  The  weather 
was  fine,  and  the  crowd  colle&ed 
immenfe.  The  populace,  however, 
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continued  tolerably  peaceable  till 
one  o’clock,  when  fome  (kirmifti” 
ing  took  place ;  the  mob  pelted 
the  cavalry,  who  in  return  charg¬ 
ed,  and  for  a  time  difperfed  them. 
No  accident  happened ;  but  it  was 
apprehended  that  the  difpofition  of 
the  rabble  would  vent  itfelf  in  atts 
of  more  violent  outrage  after  dark. 
The  a&ivity  and  vigilance  of  the 
troops  prevented  any  fuch  attempt. 
The  mob  rallied  at  the  eaft  end  of 
Piccadilly,  and  having  put  out  all 
the  lights  in  that  part,  they  form¬ 
ed  a  barricade  acrofs  the  ftreet, 
with  the  fcaffoldings  and  ladders 
of  a  houfe  under  repair  near  Vigo- 
lane,  for  the  purpofe  of  imped¬ 
ing  the  progrefs  of  the  cavalry  in 
purfuit  of  them.  They  then  be¬ 
gan  to  ftiout  in  order  to  provoke 
a  charge  from  the  military,  and 
hoping  that  in  their  full  gallop 
they  might  be  thrown  down  in  the 
dark.  The  trap  however  was 
difeovered,  and  a  party  of  foot 
foon  demolilhed  the  barrier.  A 
(bower  of  rain  which  came  on  at 
midnight  difperfed  the  mob  more 
effectually  than  the  cavalry  had 
done,  and  clofed  the  proceedings 
of  the  day. 

No  attempt  was  made  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day  to  enforce  the 
warrant  upon  Sir  Francis  Burdett. 
A  doubt  had  arifen  whether  it  was 
lawful  to  break  an  outer  door  in 
execution  of  a  fpeaker’s  warrant, 
and  Mr.  Perceval  in  the  afternoon 
of  Saturday  advifed  the  ferjeant  to 
confult  the  attorney -general  on  the 
point.  A  blunder  of  the  ferjeant’s 
occafioned  fome  delay  in  the  draw¬ 
ing  up  of  the  cafe,  and  it  was  not 
till  the  Saturday  night  that  the 
attorney-general’s  opinion  could 
be  obtained.  The  opinion  dated 
that  as  he  knew  of  no  cafe  pre- 
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cifely  in  point,  he  muft  form  his 
opinion  upon  cafes  which  had 
arifen  in  the  execution  of  writs 
and  warrants  ifluing  from  other 
courts.  Where  the  king  is  a 
party,  the  fheriff  may  break  open 
the  defendant’s  houfe,  either  to 
arreft  him  or  do  other  execution 
of  the  king’s  procefs,  but  he  can¬ 
not  fo  do  in  the  execution  of  any 
procefs  at  the  fuit  of  an  individual. 
The  diftin&ion  feemed  to  proceed 
from  the  greater  importance  of  en¬ 
forcing  the  procefs  of  the  crown, 
for  the  public  benefit,  than  that 
of  individuals  for  the  fupport  of 
their  private  rights.  And  reafon* 
ing  from  hence,  Sir  V.  Gibbs  in¬ 
ferred,  that  the  fpeaker’s  warrant, 
iffued  for  the  apprehenfion  of  a 
man  under  fentence  of  commitment 
for  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  might  be 
executed  in  the  fame  manner  with 
criminal  procefs  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  inafmuch  as  thofe  privileges 
were  given  to  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
only  ;  and  the  public  are  interefted 
in  the  fupport  of  them.  The  at¬ 
torney-general  added,  that  this 
was  merely  matter  of  opinion  with 
him,  and  that  if  in  cafe  of  refin¬ 
ance  to  the  execution  of  the  war¬ 
rant  death  fhould  enfue,  the  officer 
would  Hand  juftified  or  not,  as  the 
breaking  of  the  houfe  might  be 
held  lawful  or  unlawful.  There 
was  fomething  fufiieiently  perplex¬ 
ing  in  this  referve  as  to  confe- 
quences  ;  however  the  ferjeant  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  run  the  rifk, 
and  having  received  every  af¬ 
fiance  of  military  affiftance  from 
government,  took  meafures  for 
carrying  his  purpofe  into  effect 
next  morning.  At  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  morning  he  proceeded  to  the 


houfe  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  large  body  of  meffen- 
gers  and  police  officers,  and  a  ftrong 
military  efcort.  The  troops  kept 
the  ftreet  clear  on  each  fide  of  the 
houfe.  Finding  the  door  barrica- 
doed,  a  ladder  was  placed  againft 
the  wall,  upon  which  one  of  the 
officers  afcended  to  the  window  of 
the  drawing-room,  where  Sir 
Francis  was  feated  with  a  large 
party  of  his  family,  and  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  hearing  his  fon,  who  had 
juft  come  from  Eton,  read  and 
tranfiate  Magna  Charta.  The 
officer  had  forced  up  the  window, 
when  he  was  perceived  by  Mr. 
O’Connor  who  immediately  ran 
and  clofed  it  again,  Failing  on 
this  fide,  the  affailants  contrived 
to  defcend  the  front  area  and  to 
break  open  the  lower  door.  From 
thence  the  party  found  their  way 
up  ftairs  to  the  drawing-room, 
where  the  ferjeant  immediately 
challenged  the  baronet  as  his  pri¬ 
soner.  The  latter  demanded  by 
what  authority  his  houfe  had  been 
broken  open,  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  land  ?  The  ferjeant 
read  the  fpeaker’s  warrant,  but  Sir 
Francis  infilled  that  it  was  no  fuf- 
ficient  warrant ;  no— not  to  ar- 
reft  his  perfon  in  the  open  ftreet, 
much  left  to  break  open  his  houfe, 
in  violation  of  all  law.  (i  If,’’  faid 
he,  if  you  have  a  warrant  from 
his  mnjefty,  or  from  a  proper  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  king,  I  will  pay  inftant 
obedience  to  it ;  but  I  will  not 
voluntarily  fubmit  to  an  unlawful 
order,  and  I  demand  in  the  king’s 
name  and  in  the  name  of  the  laws, 
that  you  forthwith  depart  from  my 
houfe.”  The  ferjeant  then  faid 
that  he  muft  appeal  to  force,  and 
the  conftables  laid  hold  of  Sir 
Francis.  Ilis  brother,  however, 

and 
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and  Mr.  O’Connor  immediately 
took  him  each  by  an  arm,  and  the 
conftables  drew  them  all  three 
down  flairs,  Sir  Francis  exclaim¬ 
ing,  (<  I  proteft  in  the  king’s 
name  againft  this  violation  of  my 
perfon  and  my  houfe.  It  is  fupe- 
rior  force  only  that  hurries  me  out 
of  if,  and  you  do  it  at  your  peril.’* 
A  coach  was  drawn  up  and  in- 
ftantly  furrounded  by  cavalry. 
Sir  Francis,  accompanied  by  the 
ferjeant,  was  placed  in  it,  and  the 
efcort  immediately  moved  with 
the  utmoft  rapidity  towards  the 
New-road,  by  which  and  the  City- 
road  it  was  purpofed  to  proceed  to 
the  Tower. 

The  coach  had  palled  up  AI- 
bemarle-ftreet  before  it  became 
known  to  the  populace  that  the 
baronet  had  been  apprehended. 
The  rurti  was  immediately  to  the 
Tower,  every  ftreet  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  which  became  blocked  up 
by  the  crowds  which  had  alfembled 
there  from  all  parts.  The  foot 
guards,  by  an  arrangement  with 
the  lord  mnyor,  had  marched 
through  the  city  and  drew  up 
three  deep,  covering  the  Tower 
gates.  Soon  after  twelve  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  fome  light  horfe  an¬ 
nounced  the  approach  of  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis,  and  Ihortly  after  the  coach, 
efcorted  by  a  body  of  nearly  a 
thoufand  cavalry,  dragoons  and 
life  guards,  drove  up  to  the  Tower 
gates,  where  the  baronet  alighted 
and  was  received  with  the  ufual 
ceremony.  The  gate  was  then 
immediately  clofed. 

Little  or  no  violence  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  committed  by  the 
mob,  who  contented  themfelves 
with  hiding  and  hooting  the  fol- 
diers  and  huzzaing  Sir  Francis 
Burdett.  Upon  the  return  of  the 


troops  the  rabble  proceeded  to  ex“ 
prefs  their  indignation,  by  pelting 
them  with  mud  and  ftones  ;  which 
the  troops  at  length  returned  by  a 
difeharge  of  their  carbines  and 
piftols.  Two  perfons  were  killed 
and  feveral  feverely  wounded  in 
confequence.  A  general  confter- 
nation  was  fpread  through  that 
part  of  the  town,  and  the  (hops 
were  (hut  in  all  the  ftreets  through 
which  the  troops  were  palling. 
The  reft  of  the  day,  however, 
palTed  without  any  appearance  of 
riot.  Parties  of  dragoons  patrolled 
every  ftreet,  and  effe&ually  pre- 
eluded  any  attempt  of  violence. 

In  the  evening,  when  the  houfe 
met,  the  fpeaker  communicated 
the  letter,  which  he  had  received 
on  Friday  night,  from  Sir  Francis 
Burdett.  This,  by  the  fuggeftion 
of  Mr.  Wynne,  was  ordered  to  be 
laid  on  the  table  till  next  day. 
The  ferjeant  at  arms  was  then 
called  in,  and  defired  to  report 
the  manner  of  his  proceeding  in 
the  execution  of  the  fpeaker’s 
warrant.  We  have  already  given 
the  fubftance  of  his  report,  which, 
together  with  fome  other  docu¬ 
ments,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  ; 
and  after  a  Ihort  difeuffion  the 
houfe  adjourned.  On  the  follow¬ 
ing  evening  the  letter  of  Sir 
Francis  was  taken  into  confident- 
tion,  and  all  parties  feemed  unani¬ 
mous  in  the  expreifion  of  indigna¬ 
tion  at  the  grofs  and  indecent  in¬ 
ful  t  which  it  appeared  purpofed 
to  convey. 

Mr.  Curwen  laid  that  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  hon.  baronet  could  no 
longer  be  doubted.  Though  he 
had  voted  againft  his  imprifon- 
ment  on  the  former  occafion,  he 
now  thought  that  the  former  letter 
was  part  of  a  fyftem  for  bringing 
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houfe  into  contempt,  and  Fif  the 
houfe  had  not  taken  notice  of  it 
in  the  manner  they  did,  they 
would  have  been  dragged  into 
fomething  elfe,and  had  to  meet  fur¬ 
ther  attacks.  The  prefent  letter 
was  clearly  a  trap  for  the  houfe  ; 
if  any  proceeding  ftiould  be  had 
upon  it,  the  expulfionof  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  muft  be  the  confequence,  by 
which  a  licence  for  tumult  would 
be  given  during  the  fourteen  days 
of  a  new  election  ;  the  military 
muft  at  that  time  be  withdrawn, 
and  evils  {till  more  ferious  than 
had  already  occurred,  might  be 
expe&ed.  Thinking,  therefore, 
that  the  wifeft  as  well  as  the  moll 
becoming  courfe,  was  to  confign 
this  letter  to  the  oblivion  it  de¬ 
fended,  he  moved  that  the  further 
confideration  of  it  be  poltponed 
for  fix  months. 

Mr.  D.  Giddy  feconded  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Adam  animadverted  on  the 
conduct  of  minifters  in  the  late 
proceedings.  The  warrant,  he 
laid,  was  a  warrant  in  execution, 
and  not  in  mean  procefs  (a  term 
inapplicable  to  a  parliamentary 
warrant)  iffued  for  an  offence 
which  that  houfe  had  declared  to 
have  been  committed,  and  as  fuch 
entitled  to  every  affiftance  that 
might  be  requifite  j  yet  down  to 
twenty-four  hours  before  it  was 
executed,  minifters  did  not  know 
whether  they  were  entitled  to 
break  open  the  door. 

Mr.  Whitbread  fpoke  equally 
decilively  as  to  the  obvious  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  warrant.  If  it  was 
good  for  any  thing  it  was  good  for 
every  thing.  Unlefs  it  authorifed 
the  breaking  open  of  doors,  what 
was  to  become  of  the  molt  im¬ 
portant  functions  of  that  houfe  ? 


How  were  witnefles  to  lie  brought 
to  the  bar,  as  in  the  late  invefti- 
gation  refpe&ing  the  Duke  of 
York  ?  how  was  the  houfe  to  come 
at  various  points  of  information 
material  to  the  performance  of  its 
firft  duties  1  in  a  word,  if  the 
fpeaker’s  warrant  was  not  omnipo¬ 
tent,  what  was  to  become  of  the 
inquilitorial  character  of  that 
houfe  ?  It  was  impoffible  that 
the  people  could  be  fo  infenfible 
to  their  bed  interefts  as  to  wilh  to 
wrench  from  the  houfe  a  power  fo 
effential  to  all  the  good  purpofes 
of  its  inftitution. 

Mr.  Perceval  contended  that  it 
would  be  unjuft  to  lay  to  the 
charge  of  minifters  the  hefitation 
in  afting  upon  a  warrant,  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  which  depended  not 
upon  them,  but  upon  the  difcretion 
of  the  proper  officer.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  the  letter  before  them,  he 
faid  hefaw  nothing  in  it  which  he 
had  not  feen  in  the  former  one. 
Any  further  feverity  he  allowed 
was  unneceffary,  and  would  be 
inexpedient ;  but  to  pafs  the  offence 
over  without  notice  on  the  ground 
of  contempt,  was  and  would  ap¬ 
pear  equivocal.  He  ftiould  there¬ 
fore  propofe  a  refolution,  that  the 
letter  which  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
had  written  to  the  fpeaker  was  a 
high  aggravation  of  his  offence  ; 
but  that  as  his  commitment  to  the 
Tower  had  been  executed,  the 
houfe  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to 
proceed  further  upon  the  faid  let¬ 
ter. 

Captain  Parker  thought  he 
ftiould  be  expelled  at  once. 

Lord  Porchefter  faid  that  no 
language  could  be  too  ftrong  to 
reproach  his  conduct  from  begin¬ 
ning  to  end. 

Mr.  Lyttleton  obferved,  that 

to 
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to  tell  the  fpeaker  of  that  houfe 
that  he  knew  the  warrant  he  had 
figned  to  be  an  illegal  warrant, 
was  a  grofs  infult ;  was  language 
which  no  one  gentleman  could  be 
permitted  to  ufe  to  another,  far  lefs 
to  the  fpeaker  of  that  houfe*  He 
had  lived  on  terms  of  friendftiip 
with  the  hon.  baronet,  but  he 
fhould  henceforth  abjure  him  either 
as  a  private  or  a  political  friend* 

Mr.  Whitbread  propofed  an 
amendment,  defcribing  the  letter 
as  u  a  high  and  flagrant  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  parliament,’ *  in- 
Head  of  an  aggravation  of  his 
former  offence.  The  alteration 
was  adopted  by  Mr.  Perceval,  with 
the  view  of  fecuring  unanimity, 
and  the  refolution  paflfed  without  a 
diffentient  voice. 

.  Three  days  after,  the 

Pri  l3’  fpeaker  acquainted  the 
houfe  that  he  had  received  a  paper 
from  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  contain¬ 
ing  a  notification  of  his  intention 
to  file  a  bill  againfi:  him  in  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench,  for  unlaw¬ 
ful  imprifonment.  The  notice  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered 
upon  the  journals. 

Ontheibth,  Sir  Samuel  Romilly 
moved  that  Gale  Jones  be  difcharg- 
ed.  He  contended  that  the  punifh- 
ment  already  inflided  was  fully  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  fault,  and  protefled 
againfi  the  principle  that  the  houfe 
was  not  competent  to  difcharge 
any  perfon  who  might  have  been 
committed  under  their  authority, 
becaufe  he  did  not  chufe  to  admit 
the  juftice  of  his  punifhment,  and 
exprefs  his  forrow  and  contrition. 

Mr.  Ryder  difclaimed  any  incli¬ 
nation  to  the  exercife  of  unufual 
rigour  in  this  inftance,  but  he 
could  not  concur  in  the  motion. 
Mr,  Jones  continued  a  prifoner 
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merely  in  confequence  of  his  defire 
to  fet  the  houfe  at  defiance,  and 
that  he  might  have  it  to  fay  that 
he  had  compelled  them  to  confefs 
their  error  in  all  their  former  prac¬ 
tice  of  commitments. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Fuller, 
Mr.  Curwen,  Sir  T.  Turton  and 
the  maker  of  the  rolls  fupported 
the  motion.  The  latter  appealed 
to  the  fpeaker  for  information  as 
to  the  practice  of  the  houfe.  The 
fpeaker  faid,  that  in  cafes  of  com¬ 
mitments  to  jail,  the  general,  if 
not  univerfal,  pradice  was  not  to 
releafe  but  upon  petition.  Upon 
this  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
declared  he  fhould  feel  it  his  duty 
to  oppofe  the  enlargement  of  the 
perfon  in  queflion,  unlefs  upon  the 
accuflomed  acknowledgement.  Mr. 
Windham  too  reminded  the  houfe 
that  the  Weflminfler  meeting  took 
place  next  day,  and  deprecated  the 
idea  of  liberating  Jones  5  for  that 
would  be  on  the  vigil  of  their 
faint,  to  give  up  Barabbas  to  the 
people,  who  would  not  afcribe  it 
to  moderation  or  juftice,  but  to 
fear.  Mr.  Windham  took  this  oc- 
cafion  to  exprefs  his  unqualified 
approbation  of  the  condud  of  Mr. 
Yorke,  notwithftanding  all  the 
confequences  which  had  followed. 
The  motion,  though  it  further  re¬ 
ceived  the  powerful  fupport  of  Mr. 
Canning,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr. 
Adam  and  Mr.  William  Wynne, 
was  loft  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  160  to  1 1 2. 

The  meeting  alluded  to  by  Mre 
Windham,  took  place  next  day  in 
Palace- Yard,  when  a  feries  of  re- 
folutions  were  paflfed,  in  high  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  condud  of  their  re¬ 
prefen  tative,  Sir  Francis  Burdett. 
An  addrefs  to  him  was  prepared 
and  voted,  in  expreftion  of  this 

fentiment, 
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fentiment,  and  alfo  a  re  m  on  ft  ranee 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  upon  the 
indignity  lately  offered  to  the 
city,  in  the  perfon  of  their  beloved 
reprefentative,  whofe  immediate 
liberation  they  earneftly  called  for, 
at  the  fame  time  recommending  a 
reform  in  parliament  as  the  only 
means  of  prefer ving  the  country 
from  a  military  defpotifm.  When, 
on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day, 
Lord  Cochrane  prefented  this  pe¬ 
tition,  and  moved  that  it  Ihould 
lie  on  the  table,  Mr.  J.  W.  Ward 
oppofed  the  motion,  affirming  that 
the  houfe  would  thereby  fubmit  to 
the  groffeft  violation  of  its  dig¬ 
nity.  Mr.  Ponfonby  and  Mr. 
Whitbread  did  not  fee  that  it  con¬ 
tained  any  thing  that  fhould 
neceffarily  oceafion  its  rejection  ; 
and  Mr.  Perceval,  faid  that  though 
he  entered  fully  into  the  feelings  of 
thofe  who  objected  to  the  petition, 
yet,  in  a  cafe  like  this,  would 
rather  err  on  the  fide  of  indul¬ 
gence  than  feverity,  if  the  cafe 
could  at  all  admit  of  any  doubt. 
The  petition  was  received  accord¬ 
ingly. 

Another  petition,  upon  the  fame 
fubjeCt,  was  fhortly  after  pre¬ 
fented  by  Mr.  Byng,  from  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  freeholders  of  Middle, 
fex,  but  couched  in  language  fo 
ftrong  that  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  faid  it  could  only  be  un- 
derftcod  as  an  experiment  to  try 
how  far  the  forbearance  of  the 
houfe  could  be  abufed.  He  fhould 
a*  r  oppofe  the  reception  of 
2’  the  petition.  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ham  moved  a  refolution,  explana¬ 
tory  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  houfe  might  think  proper  to 
rejeCt  it.  Mr.  J.W.Ward  faid,  that 
he  fhould  vote  for  the  reception  of 
this  petition,  though  he  voted 


againft  that  from  Weftminfter,  and 
he  was  actuated  now,  as  he  had  been 
then,  by  a  regard  to  the  dignity 
of  the  houfe  ;  and,  in  his  opinion, 
no  mean  part  of  dignity  was  con- 
fiftency.  He  had  heard  nothing 
in  the  prefent  petition  more  ob¬ 
jectionable  than  what  had  appeared 
in  the  other,  and  in  thefe  cafes  the 
houfe  ought  to  aCt  on  a  broad  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  not  receive  one  petition 
becaufe  its  offenfive  nature  could 
be  explained  away  by  a  quibble, 
and  rejedt  another  of  the  fame 
kind,  becaufe  a  fimilar  quibble 
could  not  be  found.  Their  prac¬ 
tice  ought  not  to  change  from 
week  to  week,  and  from  day  to 
day,  merely  becaufe  a  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  more  politi¬ 
cal  courage  on  one  day  than  he  had 
on  another. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  fupported  the  pe¬ 
tition,  which  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and 
Mr.  Stephen  ;  and  on  a  divifion  it 
was  thrown  out,  by  139  to  58. 

A  third  petition  was  iwr  o 
prefented  from  the  livery  ^  ' 

of  London,  referring  to  the  fame 
topics.  “  We  humbly  conceive, ** 
faid  they,  “  that  without  law,  and 
againft  law,  you  have  imprifoned 
two  of  your  fellow-fubjeCts,  and 
that  without  a  trial  and  without  a 
hearing  you  have  condemned  them. 
We  feel  it  a  duty  which  we  owe 
to  you,  to  ourfelves,  to  our  pof- 
terity,  to  ftate,  that  in  our  opi¬ 
nion  this  jurisdiction  is  unfound¬ 
ed  ;  and  we  humbly,  but  firmly, 
proteft  againft  the  exiftence  of  this 
power  in  any  hands  ;  a  jurisdiClion 
unknown  to  us,  a  power  above  the 
law  and  which  could  be  enforced 
only  by  military  violence  ;  a  vio¬ 
lence  made  manifeft  by  the  break¬ 
ing  open  of  an  Englilhman’s  caftle. 
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and  the  preceding  and  fubfequent 
murder  of  peaceable  and  unoffend¬ 
ing  citizens. ”  The  reft  of  the 
paper  was  in  the  fame  ftrain  ;  ad¬ 
verting  to  the  charges  made  againft 
Mr.  Perceval  and  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh,  and  the  affertions  which  had 
been  recorded  in  the  journals  of 
the  houfe,  of  the  manner  in  which 
feats  were  rented  and  bought,  it 
went  on  thus  :  ((  Under  the  ago¬ 
nizing  feelings  excited  by  the  late 
imprifonment  of  our  fellow-fub- 
jeds,  can  it  be  neceflfary  for  us  to 
recapitulate  the  many  inftances, 
as  they  appear  to  us,  of  refufals 
to  inftitute  juft  and  neceffary  in¬ 
quiries  ;  to  purfue  to  condign  pu- 
nilhment  public  delinquents  and  pe¬ 
culators  ;  to  economize  the  means 
and  refources  of  the  ftate,  to  ad. 
minifter  to  the  people  relief  and 
redrefs  for  the  various  difgraces 
which  the  national  honour  has  fuf- 
tained,  for  the  lavifh  profufion  of 
Britifh  blood  and  treafure,  extra¬ 
vagantly  wafted  in  ill-contrived 
and  fruitlefs  campaigns,  and  more 
particularly  in  the  humiliating  and 
ignominious  expedition  to  the  coaft 
of  Holland,  in  which  the  greateft 
armament  that  ever  left  our  fhores 
was  expofed  to  the  fcorn,  con¬ 
tempt  and  ridicule  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  the  flower  of  the  Britifh  army 
left  inglorioufly  to  perifh  in  the 
peftilential  marfhes  of  Walcheren, 
without  fuccour !  without  necef- 
fity  !  without  objeft!  without 
hope!”  In  the  courfe  of  the  de¬ 
bate  which  took  place  upon  the 
prefenting  of  this  petition,  it  was 
ftated,  that  a  proteft  had  been 
drawn  up  againft  it,  and  figned  by 
1,700  liverymen,  a  number  greater 
than  that  which  was  aflembled  in 
the  common-hall  on  this  occafion. 
Mr.  Perceval,  Mr.  Wynn,  Mr. 
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Wallace,  Mr.  Peel,  and  Mr.  El¬ 
liot,  oppofed  the  petition.  Mr. 
Ponfonby  and  Mr.  Whitbread  fup- 
ported  it.  On  a  divifion,  there 
were  36  for  its  reception,  and  128 
againft  it. 

The  fpeaker  called  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to 
the  notices  which  had  been  ferved 
upon  him  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett ; 
and  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  moved  a  fele£t  committee  to 
confider  of  the  proceedings  had 
and  to  be  had  in  reference  to  the 
fame.  By  an  amendment  of  Mr. 
Adam,  the  committee  were  merely 
inftru&ed  to  examine  into  fafts  and 
precedents,  and  to  report  the  fame 
with  their  opinion  thereupon  to 
the  houfe. 

Mr.  Whitbread  faid,  that  from 
the  commencement  of  that  unhappy 
conteft,  dowrn  to  the  prefent  ftage 
of  it,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  had  gone  on,  ftep  by  ftep, 
with  equal  ignorance  of  what 
ought  to  be  done,  and  equal  im¬ 
providence  as  to  the  confequences 
of  what  was  done.  He  contend¬ 
ed,  that  it  would  be  difgraceful  to 
transfer  to  a  committee  what  was 
their  own  buflnefs.  The  houfe 
fhould  meet  the  queftion  at  once, 
and  decide  upon  what  proceeding 
it  would  become  them  to  purfue. 

Sir  Arthur  Piggott  faid,  that 
minifters  ought  to  have  taken  up 
the  matter  earlier.  The  delay  that 
had  occurred  was  highly  reprehen- 
fible  upon  a  queftion  fo  perilous 
and  important ;  a  queftion,  whofe 
iflue  went  to  affeft  the  confti ration 
of  parliament.  Of  the  privilege 
of  that  houfe  to  commit  in  all 
cafes  for  offences  againft  itfelf,  he 
not  only  never  had  a  doubt,  but  he 
was  convinced  it  could  not  be  part¬ 
ed  with  without  furrendcring  all 

their 
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their  legiflative,  inquifitorial,  and 
judicial  functions.  It  was  con¬ 
tended  that  the  libel  Ihould  be 
tried  in  a  court  of  law.  How  was 
the  houfe  in  fuch  a  cafe  to  proceed  ? 
It  could  inftifute  no  procefs,  nor 
bring  any  adion  in  its  own  proper 
charader.  It  muft  fupplicate  the 
crown  to  take  up  fuch  profecution. 
Again,  the  party  profecuted  might 
appeal  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  and 
thus  the  houfe  of  commons  would 
have  its  own  privilege  tried  and 
determined  upon  by  an  eftate  of 
parliament  with  which  it  ever 
claimed  a  coeval  and  coextenfive 
authority.  That  the  houfe  had  the 
power  to  ad  at  once,  he  was  fully 
fatisfied  ;  nor  did  he  fee  the  necef- 
lity  of  appointing  a  committee  at 
all. 

Mr.  Tierney  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  to  leave  out  the  words 
si  with  their  opinion  thereupon, ” 
fo  as  to  confine  the  committee 
merely  to  report  precedents  and 
fads.  Mr.  Windham  and  Mr. 
Adam  fupported  the  amendment. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid,  that  if  for  the  fake  of  unani¬ 
mity  he  fliould  be  perfuaded  to 
agree  to  it,  another  member  might 
ftart  up,  as  Mr.  Whitbread  had 
done,  and  accufe  him  of  incapacity 
and  vacillation.  As  for  the  delay 
Imputed  to  him,  the  charge,  he 
thought,  was  equally  applicable  to 
Mr.  Ponfonby  and  his  friends.  If 
the  courfe  purfued  had  been  fo  re- 
prehenfible,  how  is  it  that  it  had 
been  adopted  without  a  word  of 
cenfure,  or  the  intimation  of  a  con¬ 
trary  opinion  from  any  one  ?  Even 
now,  though  they  would  condemn, 
they  would  not  enlighten  the  houfe. 
The  houfe  divided  on  the  amend¬ 
ment,  which  was  negatived  by  1 15 
to  58.  A  fecond  diyifion  took 


place  on  the  original  refolution, 
and  there  were  found  for  the  com¬ 
mittee  1 1 6,  againft  it  46. 

The  report  of  the 
committee  was  brought 
up  by  Mr.  Davies  Giddy.  There 
were,  he  faid,  three  modes  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  cafes  of  this  nature, 
from  which  the  houfe  might  feled 
the  one  moft  congenial  with  its 
view  of  expediency.  The  firft  was 
to  iffue  fome  procefs  to  inhibit  the 
courts  of  law  from  proceeding  at 
all  in  thefe  adions ;  but  for  this 
courfe  he  knew  of  no  precedent. 
The  fecond  mode  was,  to  commit 
all  the  perfons  concerned  in  bring¬ 
ing  or  promoting  fuch  adions ;  and 
he  conceived  there  were  a  variety 
of  precedents  in  fupport  of  the 
power  of  the  houfe  fo  to  commit, 
if  it  thought  proper.  The  remain¬ 
ing  courfe  was,  to  plead  to  the 
actions,  and  let  the  parties  fued 
Ihew  to  the  court  that  the  ads 
complained  of  were  done  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  privileges  of  that 
houfe.  Were  the  houfe  to  adopt 
the  fecond  courfe,  and  commit  the 
folicitor,  &c.  others,  if  not  the 
perfons  committed,  would  go  on 
with  the  adion  to  an  unlimited 
extent.  There  was  then,  he 
thought,  no  other  courfe  but  to 
go  into  court,  in  fo  far  as  to  ftate 
that  the  privileges  of  the  houfe 
were  concerned  in  the  adion.  He 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  fpeaker 
and  the  ferjeant  be  permitted  to 
appear  and  plead  to  the  faid  ac¬ 
tions,  and  that  the  attorney-gene¬ 
ral  be  inftruded  to  defend  the 
fame.  An  animated  debate  fol¬ 
lowed. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  entered  upon  a 
very  able  and  elaborate  defence  of 
the  privileges  of  the  houfe,  as  they 
had  lately  been  exercifed,  and  im- 

prdfed 
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preiTed  upon  the  houfe  the  abfolute 
and  paramount  neeeffity  of  adher¬ 
ing,  in  every  ftep  that  it  took, 
to  the  ancient  rule  of  pradice  ob- 
ferved  by  their  anceftors,  in  their 
contefts  for  the  prefervation  of 
their  privileges.  Upon  this  ground 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  folici- 
tor  who  had  caufed  the  notice  of 
action  to  be  ferved  upon  the  fpeak- 
er  fhould  be  committed.  Such  a 
courfe  was  not  the  practice  of  that 
houfe  alone.  It  was  aded  upon 
in  all  courts  inverted  with  the 
power  of  commitment  for  a  con¬ 
tempt  of  its  jurisdiction.  With 
refped  to  the  other  points,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  fpeaker  fhould 
plead.  He  knew  that  to  many 
members  it  appeared  a  monftrous 
novelty,  that  the  fpeaker  fhould 
be  obliged  to  appear  in  one  of  the 
courts  below  for  an  ad  which  he 
had  done  in  purfuance  of  the  orders 
of  the  houfe.  But  he  faw  no  fur- 
render  of  the  rights  of  the  houfe 
implied  in  this  proceeding ;  and, 
unlefs  it  was  adopted,  how  was  it 
poflible  for  the  courts  below  to  be 
apprized  of  the  nature  of  the  cafe  ? 
or  inform  themfelves  of  thofe  fads, 
without  the  knowledge  of  which 
they  could  not  know  whether  the 
injury  complained  of  was  com¬ 
mitted  in  a  private  or  public  ca¬ 
pacity  ?  The  fpeaker,  he  thought, 
fhould  therefore  appear,  and  ftate 
that  the  ad  of  which  the  plaintiff 
complained  was  done  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  that  there  exifted  in  no 
other  court  a  power  to  relieve  him. 
If  after  that  information  a  court 
of  law  fhould  ftill  think  proper  to 
proceed,  it  would  moft  certainly 
very  far  exceed  its  jurisdidion ; 
but  he  could  not  believe  that  any 
conftitutional  tribunal  would  ven« 
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ture  fo  grofs  a  tranfgreffion  of  the 
law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  W.  Wynne 
enforced  the  neeeffity  of  committing 
the  folicitor.  Mr.  Perceval  ad¬ 
mitted  the  right  fo  to  do,  but  ar¬ 
gued  againft  the  expediency  of  its 
exercife  in  the  prefent  inftance.  Sir 
S.  Romilly  infilled  that  it  was  a 
moft  dangerous  dodrine  to  urge, 
that  whatever  was  done  againft  the 
privileges  of  either  houfe  of  par¬ 
liament  was  to  be  arbitrarily  pu» 
nifhed,  without  appeal  or  legal  in- 
veftigation.  Mr.  Windham  faid, 
that  the  argument  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  went  not  only  to 
fubvert  the  privileges  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  but  to  deftroy  all  co-ordi¬ 
nate  jurifdidion  and  all  uncon- 
trouled  power.  He  had  been  ori¬ 
ginally  averfe  to  the  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  propofed,  but  Mr.Ponfon- 
by’s  fpeech  had  reconciled  him  to 
it.  The  motion  was  carried  with¬ 
out  a  divifion. 

Near  the  clofe  of  the  feffion 
this  fubjed  was  revived  by  Mr. 
Wynn,  who  moved  three  y  „ 
refolutions,  importing,  ift.  June 
That  any  perfon  commencing  any 
adion  or  profecution  againft  any 
perfon,  for  ads  done  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  that  houfe,  and 
all  attornies,  counfellors  and  fer- 
jeants  at  law,  foliciting  or  plead¬ 
ing  in  any  fuch  cafe,  are  guilty 
of  a  high  breach  of  the  privilege 
of  this  houfe.  2d.  That  the  ac¬ 
tions  lately  commenced  againft  the 
fpeaker,  and  the  ferjeant  at  arms, 
are  for  ads  done  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  this  houfe.  3d. 
That  the  proper  officer  of  the 
court  of  king’s  bench  do  to-mor¬ 
row  appear  at  the  bar  of  this 
houfe,  with  all  records  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  faid  adions.  Mr. 

Wynn 
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Wynn  faid,  that  if  after  this  no¬ 
tice  thefe  aftions  fhould  be  further 
proceeded  in,  it  would,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  be  neceffary  to  commit  every 
perfon  concerned  in  carrying  them. 
He  had  confented,  though  with 
great  relu&ance,  to  the  refolution 
permitting  the  fpeaker  and  fer- 
jeant  to  appear  in  the  prefent  ac¬ 
tions.  The  fpeaker  had  pleaded, 
and  the  court  was  fully  informed 
of  the  nature  of  the  action.  This, 
therefore,  was  the  lateft  moment 
for  the  affertion  of  their  privi¬ 
leges,  by  recurring  to  the  princi¬ 
ple  which  had  governed  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  their  anceftors,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  in  matters  of 
privilege,  fhall  not  be  queftioned 
by  .any  other  tribunal.  Minifters 
had  declared,  that  the  queftion 
was  now  before  a  tribunal  which 
would  fet  it  at  reft ;  did  they 
mean,  that  if  the  opinion  of  the 
king’s  judges  was  adverfe  to  the 
privileges  of  this  houfe,  fuch  a 
decifion  could  deftroy  them?  Or 
did  they  intend  that  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  the  commons  fhould  carry 
the  queftion  by  writ  of  error  be¬ 
fore  the  other  houfe  of  parliament 
and  humbly  fue  for  their  privileges 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords  ? 

Mr.  Perceval  did  not  fee  why 
the  learned  gentleman  fhould  go 
out  of  his  way,  and  prefume  that 
the  court  of  king’s  bench  would 
not  do  juftice.  The  houfe  had 
taken  its  courfe,  and  authorized 
the  attorney -general  to  plead  ;  and 


if  Mr.  Wynn  wifhed  to  proceed 
in  a  contrary  di region,  he  fhould 
go  higher,  and  move  to  refcind 
the  refolutions. 

Mr.  Adam  contended,  that  as 
the  journals  now  ftood  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  houfe  appeared  to  be 
abandoned.  An  adfion  brought 
had  been  ordered  to  be  defended  ; 
this  {landing  by  itfelf  would  juf- 
tify  the  prefumption  that  an  ac¬ 
tion  would  lie.  It  was  to  avoid 
this  conclufion,  that  he  had  uni¬ 
formly  and  invariably  preffed,  that 
the  ancient  courfe  fhould  be  fol¬ 
lowed  ;  and,  with  that  view,  he 
earneftly  entreated  that  Mr. 
Wynn’s  firft  refolution  might  be 
recorded. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
however,  moved  the  previous  quef¬ 
tion  upon  it,  and  it  was  loft  by  a 
minority  of  14  to  74. 

Nothing  further  was  done  on 
the  fubjedt  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  feffion,  and  before  the  next 
it  was  nearly  forgotten.  After 
the  copious  abftraft  which  we  have 
given  of  the  debates  which  took 
place  relating  to  it,  we  fhall 
hardly  think  it  neceffary  to  trou¬ 
ble  our  readers  with  our  own 
opinions  on  the  matter.  Refpett- 
ing  the  conduft  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  there  was,  and  could  be 
with  all  difpaflionate  people,  but 
one  opinion ;  and  upon  the  law 
of  the  cafe  the  fentiments  of  thofe 
who  were  at  all  qualified  to  judge 
of  it,  feems  to  have  been  equally 
decided  and  unanimous. 


CHAP.  V. 
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of  the  Orders  of  Council  upon  the  French  Cujloms .  Mr,  Hufkiffon  im - 
preffes  the  NeceJJity  of  reducing  our  Expenditure.  The  Irijh  Budget 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Fojler .  The  Navy  Eftimates.  Diminution  of 
Expenfe  on  fome  Points.  Army  Eftimates.  Account  of  fome  new  Regula¬ 
tions  that  had  taken  place  in  the  Manner  of  arranging  them .  Greater 
Strittnefs  in  the  Admijjion  of  Army  Chaplains »  Lord  G.  L.  Gower  and 
Mr.  Hujkijfon  contend  that  the  Staff  Jhould  be  reduced.  Mr.  Windham 
objeBs  generally  to  the  Military  Adminiftration  of  the  Country.  Amount 
of  the  Ordnance  EJhmates.  Mr.  Wellejley  Pole  explains  and  vindicates 
the  Expences  incurred  at  Waltham  Abbey  and  Woolwich.  Lord  Coch¬ 
rane’ s  Motion  relative  to  Abufes  in  the  Admiralty  Court.  His  Imputation 
of  NegleB  and  Corruption  repelled  by  Sir  William  Scotty  Mr.  Stephen ,  and 
Mr.  Rofe.  Cafe  of  Captain  Lake  and  Jeffreys  the  Seaman.  It  is 
brought  before  the  Houfe  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  Difcufjion  on  the  Sub - 
jeB.  Jeffreys  foon  after  known  to  be  alive.  M  r.  Rofe’ s  Bill  for  the  In- 
creafe  of  Merchant  Seamen.  Lord  Melville’s  Motion  ref  petting  Troop 
Ships.  Is  oppofed  by  Lord  Mulgrave,  and  negatived . 


THE  {applies  for  the  prefent 
year  as  propofed  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  a- 
mounted  altogether  to  52, 1 85,000/. 
of  which  the  Irifti  proportion 
formed  6, 106,000/. ;  the  charge  for 
Englandwas  therefore  46,  o  79,000  /. 
To  meet  this,  the  ways  and  means 
formed  a  total  of  46,223,202/. 
being  a  furplus  over  the  fupplies 
of  141,202 /.  In  thefe  the  war 
taxes  were  taken  at  19,500,000/. 
They  had  in  the  former  year,  in 
fad,  produced  22,707,000 /.  the 
produce  of  the  tax  upon  property 
adually  paid  into  the  treafury, 
being,  in  that  year,  13,75  Ii233^l 
of  which  fum  the  affeffment  had 
only  been  11,400,000/.  The  ex- 
cefs,  however,  had  confided  of  the 
arrears  of  former  years,  and  it 
would  not  be  reafonable  to  cal¬ 
culate  upon  fo  large  a  receipt  in 
the  prefent  year.  Of  the  war  taxes 
of  cuftoms  and  excife,  the  average 
for  the  three  laft  years,  was 
9,060,000/. ;  and  taking  the  af- 
feftments  of  the  property  tax,  at 


the  fame  amount,  for  this  as  for 
the  laft  year,  they  would  make  to¬ 
gether  20,460,000/.  To  this  was 
to  be  added,  the  balance  of  out- 
ftanding  affelfments,  applicable  to 
the  fervice  of  the  year ;  viz. 
1,292,000/.  and  the  total  produce 
of  war  taxes  would  be  21,752,000 /. 
From  this  dedud  2,240,000/.  be¬ 
ing  the  amount  pledged  for  the 
loans  of  1807  and  1809,  and  the 
balance  would  be  left,  19,512,000/. 
The  exchequer  bills  funded,  a- 
mounted  to  8,311,000/.;  but  of 
thefe  3,000,000 /.  went  to  defray 
the  vote  of  credit  for  the  preced¬ 
ing  year.  A  vote  of  credit  of 
3,200,000/.  formed  an  item  of 
the  fupplies  for  the  prefent  year. 

The  loan  confiftedof  8,000,000/. 
for  the  fervice  of  England,  and 
4,000,000/.  for  Ireland,  and  was 
contraded  for  upon  terms  infi¬ 
nitely  more  favourable  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  than  at  any  former  period. 
The  amount  of  intereft  upon  the 
money  borrowed  was  but  4/.  4 s. 
$\d.  per  cent,  and  the  whole 
12,000,000/.  was  thus  taken  up 

at 
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at  1 5J.  7 %d.  per  cent.,  under  the 
legal  intereft,  and  8s.  yd.  lefs  than 
laft  year,  and  the  total  charge  to 
the  public,  including  the  linking 
fund  and  the  charge  of  manage¬ 
ment  upon  the  loan,  was  only  5/. 
13$.  percent.  In  confequence  of 
the  loan  there  was  created  an  ad¬ 
ditional  flock  of  11,230,000/.  To 
this  was  added,  8,581,727/.  the 
flock  created  by  the  meafure  of 
funding  the  exchequer  bills  out- 
ftanding  in  the  five  per  cents, 
which  had  been  adopted  early  in 
the  year.  The  total  addition  to 
the  public  debt  was  therefore 
19,811,727/.  and  the  annual 
charge  to  be  provided  for,  in¬ 
cluding  the  charges  for  the  fink¬ 
ing  fund  and  management,  were 
970,833/.  and  this  Mr.  Perceval 
propofed  to  defray  from  the  fur- 
plus  receipts  of  laft  year,  arifing 
out  of  the  additions  and  regula¬ 
tions  made  in  the  confolidation  of 
the  ftamp  duties  in  1808,  which 
amounted  to  no  lefs  than 
1, 130,000/. 

In  his  fpeech  in  the  committee 
r  1  of  ways  and  means, 

1  1  ’  Mr.  Perceval  took  oc- 
calion  to  advert  to  the  aCtual 
ftate  of  the  manufactures  and 
commerce  of  the  country,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fhewing  that  it  jufti- 
fied  every  confidence  as  to  the 
means,  liability  and  refources  of 
the  empire.  The  official  value 
of  the  imports  in  1 809  was 
36,255,209/.  In  the  profperous 
year  of  peace,  1 802,  it  was  only 
31,442,31 8/.  The  exports  of 
Britifh  manufactures  in  1809  a- 
mounted  to  35,107,000 /.,  while 
in  1802  they  were  only 
27,993,199/.  The  export  of  fo¬ 
reign  manufactures  had  compara¬ 
tively  decreafed  ;  being,  in  1809, 


15,194,000/.,  which  is  lefs  than 
their  amount  in  1802  by  nearly 
4,000,000/.  But  upon  the  grofs 
amount  of  exports  there  was  an 
increafe  of  4, 1 80,000/.  Thofe  of 
1809  being  50,300,000/.,  where¬ 
as  in  1802  they  were  but 
46,120,000/.  In  Yorklhire  alone 
the  manufacture  of  cloth  had  in- 
creafed  in  the  laft  year  to  the 
extent  of  1,600,000  yards.  The 
growing  profperity  of  the  country, 
Mr.  Perceval  obferved,  was  equally 
obvious  in  the  great  public  works 
which  were  undertaken  through¬ 
out  the  country,  the  great  canals 
and  extenlive  docks  which  were 
on  all  fides  eftablilhing.  But  it 
was  not  only  in  our  internal  re¬ 
fources,  but  in  our  external  means 
and  ftrength,  that  our  progreflive 
profperity  was  to  be  traced.  A 
few  years  fince  our  enemy  de¬ 
clared,  that  all  he  wanted  were 
Ihips,  colonies,  and  commerce. 
Since  then,  however,  he  had  loft 
all  his  commerce,  all  his  colonies, 
and  the  few  Ihips  he  had  remaining 
were  pent  up  in  his  ports.  The 
operation  of  the  fo-much  abufed 
orders  in  council  had  had  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  reducing  the  receipts  of 
the  cuftoms  in  France,  from 
2,500,000/.  to  500,000/.  a  di¬ 
minution  of  four-fifths  of  its  whole 
amount. 

Mr.  Hulkiftbn  faid,  that  he  had 
no  doubt  of  the  progreflive  im¬ 
provement  of  the  country,  but 
there  was  a  limit  to  taxation,  and 
he  thought  we  had  nearly  reached 
that  limit.  The  war  might  pro¬ 
bably  laft  many  years  yet,  and  he 
would  alk  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  whether  he  thought  it 
poflible  to  go  on,  for  any  length  of 
time,  adding  annually  1,200,000/. 
to  the  public  burthens  ?  A  ma¬ 
terial 
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terial  reduction  in  the  fcale  of  our 
expenditure  was,  in  fa  El,  indifpen- 
fable,  and  he  conceived  it  might 
be  affected  without  any  diminu¬ 
tion  of  our  dominions,  or  of  the 
proper  means  of  defence, 

Mr.  Tierney  afked,  what  could 
be  the  objedt  of  the  vote  of  cre¬ 
dit  ?  A  vote  equal  to  that  of  laft 
year,  when  we  had  Anfcria  and 
Sweden  to  fubfidize  ?  He  thought 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
ought  unqueftionablv  to  have  in¬ 
cluded  thefurplus  produce  of  taxes 
in  the  produce  of  the  confolidated 
fund,  and  impofed  a  new  tax  to 
defray  the  intereft  of  the  loan,  in- 
ftead  of  breaking'  a  wifely  efta- 
blifhed  principle,  merely  to  make 
a  fetch  at  popularity  by  a  Chew 
of  declining  new  taxes.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  was,  in  fad, 
not  merely  neglecting  to  make 
provifion  for  the  future,  but  vio¬ 
lating  his  contract  with  the  public 
creditors,  who  lent  their  money 
upon  the  fecurity  of  the  ftanip  tax, 
by  thus  appropriating  the  furplus 
of  its  produce  to  the  payment  of 
the  intereft  upon  a  new  loan. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  faid,  in  reference  to  Mr. 
Hufkiffon’s  obfervations,  that  in 
the  ordnance  there  was  a  faving 
this  year  of  1,500,000/.,  and  in 
the  army  of  800,000/.  He  al¬ 
lowed,  however,  that  there  was  an 
increafe  in  the  navy  expences  of 
2  or  300,000/.  In  vindication  of 
his  appropriation  of  the  furplus 
ftamp  duties,  he  obferved,  that 
this  unexpected  furpiufage  arofe 
from  a  miftake  in  the  former  cal¬ 
culation,  and  that  the  only  way 
°f  correcting  that  miftake  was, 
by  applying  the  excefs  to  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  public  from  any  new 
tax.  He  denied  that  the  furplus 
Vol.  LI1.  or  Vol.  X.  New  Se 


-  could  be  fairly  deemed  a  pait  of 
what  was  called  the  furplus  of ;  the 
confolidated  fund.  With  refpeCf 
to  the  vote  of  credit,  another  op-^ 
portunity  wrould  occur  for  difcuf- 
ftng  that  topic  ;  but  though  it 
might  be  deemed  expedient  to 
place  fuch  a  fum  at  the  difpofal  of 
his  Majefty,  it  did  not  follow  that 
it  would  be  expended. 

The  Irifti  budget  was  brought 
before  the  noufe  by  , 

Mr.  Fofter.  The  a-  Ma>r  3°th ’ 
mount  of  the  confolidated  fund 
in  the  treafury  of  Ireland  on  the 
5th  of  January  laft,  he  fhewed  to 
be  1,789,000/.  From  this  was  to 
be  deducted  the  quota  due  to  the 
Englifh  treafury  for  1809,  and 
feveral  demands  remaining  un¬ 
paid,  amounting  altogether  to 
1,478,000/.,  fo  that  the  furplus 
remaining  applicable  to  the  fer* 
vice  of  the  current  year  was 
311,000/.  The  expences  of  the 
prefent  year  would  be  i  1 , 1 2  9,000/. 
To  fupply  this,  he  took  the  re¬ 
venue  of  Ireland  at  5,000,000/. 
That  of  the  preceding  year,  in¬ 
deed,  was  only  4,500,000/-,  but 
that  had  been  owing  to  a  fall  of 

I, 000,000/.  in  the  diftilleries, 
arifing  from  peculiar  circumftances. 
To  this  was  to  be  added,  a  loan 
of  5,400,000/.  Britiih,  equal  to 
5,849,000/.  Irifti  currency,  which, 
with  the  furplus  of  the  confoli¬ 
dated  fund,  formed  a  total  of 

II, 169,000/.,  leaving  an  excefs, 

over  the  aCtual  charges,  of  31,000/. 
Mr.  Fofter  admitted,  that  the 
loans  were  heavy,  but  he  thought 
it  better  to  adopt  fuch  a  meafure, 
than  to  load  the  final!  capital  and 
increafing  manufactures  of  Ireland 
with  fo  great  an  amount  of  new 
taxes.  The  intereft  and  finking 
fund  occafioned  by  the  loan,  a*. 
>»*».  [C]  rnownte4 
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mounted  to  331,269/.  This  he 
propofed  to  provide  for,  by  ad¬ 
ditional  taxes  and  duties  upon 
poll  -office,  tea,  {lamps,  wines,  win¬ 
dows,  &c.  the  produce  of  which 
he  eftimated  at  338,000/.  Mr. 
Fofter  obferved,  that  though  the 
charge  upon  the  revenue  of  Ire¬ 
land  had  increafed,  the  revenue 
itfelf  had  increafed  in  a  higher 
proportion.  The  finking  fund, 
too,  bore  a  much  higher  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  debt  than  in  1802. 
The  exports  and  imports,  if  they 
had  not  increafed,  had  not  in  any 
considerable  degree  decreafed.  The 
decreafe  in  the  exports  of  hides 
2nd  fkins  and  of  linen  and  worfted 
yarn,  was  a  proof  of  the  increafing 
profiperity  of  the  country,  when  the 
raw  materials  were  thus  kept  to 
be  manufactured  at  home.  The 
export  of  corn  had  never  been  fo 
large  as  in  the  laft  year,  and  the 
quantity  of  ground  tilled  this  year 
afforded,  in  the  event  of  a  favour¬ 
able  feafon,  the  profped  of  a  mod 
abundant  crop. 

Sir  Jonn  Newport  made  fome 
remarks  upon  the  propofed  new 
taxes,  and  predicted  their  failure. 

Mr.  A.  Baring  thought  the 
loan  for  Ireland  fhould  be  raifed 
In  that  country  ;  as  by  borrowing 
in  England,  the  burthens  which 
the  Irifh  bear  in  confequence  are 
paid  to  the  Englifh  creditor. 

Mr.  Fofter  admitted  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  the  principle,  but  laid, 
that  in  exifting  circumftances,  it 
was  impracticable,  and  in  this  Sir 
John  Newport  fully  concurred 
with  him. 

The  navy  eftimates  moved  far 

•r  n  advifed  the  employment 
Tan.  31ft.  r  r  c 

?  J  of  130,000  leamen  tor 

the  prefen t  year,  including  31,000 

tturifles,  The  vote  of  wear  and 


tear,  which  includes  the  wages 
and  victuals  of  the  men,  had  been 
laft  year  1 1,900,000/.,  but  a  di¬ 
minution  took  place  this  year  to 
the  amount  of  above  1,000,000/., 
arifmg  partly  from  the  new  regu¬ 
lation  of  transferring  to  the  army 
eftimates  the  victualling  of  fo. 
reign  garrifons  and  troops  in  tran- 
fports,  and  partly  by  the  total  re¬ 
duction  of  the  fea  fencibles ;  a  corps 
which  occafioned  an  expence  of 
200,000/.  a  year.  In  moving  for 
130,000  feamen  Mr.  Ward  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  according  to  the  laft 
returns  there  were  143,000  ac-^ 
tually  fervirg  in  the  navy.  The 
admiralty  had  been  apprized  of 
this  excefs  only  in  December,  and 
it  was  fo  confiderable  that  it  was 
intended  to  be  fubmitted  as  a 
diftinct  queftion  to  the  houfe  how 
that  excefs  was  to  be  provided  for. 
The  policy  of  difbanding  fo  large 
a  body  of  men  without  knowing 
the  general  ft  ate  of  the  navy  re** 
quired  confideration. 

In  the  army  eftimates  there  was 
a  redudion  of  952,092 /.  from 
thofe  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
new  fecretary  at  war,  Lord  Pal- 
merfton,  obferved,  that  this  dimi¬ 
nution  had  been  efteded  by  pro¬ 
portioning,  as  much  as  much  as 
poflible,  the  eftabliftiment  to  the 
effedive  ftrength  of  the  regiments, 
by  transferring  the  forage  for 
ho.rfes  and  bread  and  meat  for  the 
men  to  the  commiftariat,  by 
lowering,  one-fourth,  the  agency 
for  cavalry,  and,  above  all,  by 
difmounting  twenty  men  in  every 
troop  of  horfe.  Every  regiment 
of  cavalry  confifted  of  ten  troops 
of  eighty  men  each.  When  or¬ 
dered  abroad,  fix  troops  were 
generally  fent,  leaving  two  at 
home  for  recruiting.  But  it  was 

not 
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not  neceffary  for  thefe  to  have 
horfes,  and  by  the  new  arrange¬ 
ment  the  regiment  would  be  fully 
as  efficient  for  foreign  fervice,  and 
100,000 /.  per  annum  of  the  public 
money  faved.  Befides  thefe  eco¬ 
nomical  regulations,  a  decreafe 
had  been  effeded  in  the  houfehold 
troops  and  dragoon  guards,  and 
alfo  in  the  unnumbered  corps  and 
the  garrifon  battalions.  In  the 
royal  waggon-train,  five  of  the 
twelve  troops  had  been  di {con¬ 
tinued*  The  barrack  artificers 
were  done  away  with,  and  the 
Manx  fencibles  confiderably  re¬ 
duced.  The  increafe  of  the  charge 
of  the  efiablifhment  was  20,000/. 
for  additional  field-officers,  and 
1 13,921/.  for  Ioffes  of  officers  in¬ 
curred  in  Spain  and  other  quar¬ 
ters.  In  the  ftafF  and  garrifon 
eftabliftiments  fome  fmall  increafe 
had  taken  place  on  account  of  the 
medical  ftafF  and  the  additional 
allowances  to  be  made  to  army  chap¬ 
lains.  For  the  future,  any  perfon 
to  be  appointed  chaplain  in  the 
army,  fhould  bring  proper  tefti- 
monials  of  his  character  and  abili¬ 
ties  and  be  approved  of  by  the 
Archbifhops  of  Canterbury  and 
York,  and  the  Bifnop  of  London. 
After  eight  years’  fervice  they 
(hould  be  entitled  to  half-pay,  at 
the  rate  of  $s.  per  day,  with  an 
addition  of  6d.  per  day  for  each 
year’s  fervice  for  about  eight 
years  until  they  had  arrived  at 
ioj.  there  to  flop.  Under  the 
heads  of  the  Chelfea  hofpital,  and 
the  local  militia,  there  had  been 
a  confide rable  decreafe  of  expendi¬ 
ture.  From  all  thefe  Lord  Pal- 
merfton  obferved,  it  appeared  that 
the  total  increafe  was  129,758/. 
The  deductions  were  81,850/., 
and  the  grofs  faying  736,992/, 
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Between  the  two  years  the  balarice 
in  favour  of  the  prefent  year,  was 
an  increafe  of  14.27  men,  and  de¬ 
creafe  of  952,092/.  expenditure. 
The  noble  fecretary  concluded 
thefe  ftatements  with  an  animated 
eulogy  on  our  military  force.  We 
had,  he  faid,  600,000  men  inarms, 
be  fide  the  navy,  and  they  were 
as  efficient  in  difcipline  as  in 
numbers. 

General  Gafcoyne  complained, 
that  the  officers  of  the  army  werd 
actually  paid  lefs  for  their  fer- 
vices  than  in  1695  ;  he  did  not 
mean  comparatively  fpeaking,  but 
(hilling  for  (hilling,  and  fixpence 
for  fixpence,  and  this  he  (hewed 
by  a  reference  to  a  mapufcript 
written  by  Sir  R.  Harley,  and 
preferved  in  the  Harleian  papers. 
Since  that  time,  however,  the  fa- 
laries  of  fecretary  and  of  under 
fecretary  of  war  had  been  de¬ 
cupled,  and  the  only  reafon  he 
could  difcover  for  this  inconfiftency 
was  that  the  latter  were  and  the 
former  were  not  reprefented  in 
that  houfe.  The  hon.  general  alfo 
objeded  to  the  delay  in  pay,  and 
to  the  income  tax  which  was  ex¬ 
acted  from  Britilh  officers,  even 
though  ferving  in  the  Portuguefe 
army. 

Lord  G.  L.  Gower  expfefied  his 
difappointment  that  the  burthens 
of  the  public,  as  connected  with 
the  army  eftimates,  were  not  fufr 
ther  alleviated.  Befide  the  wag¬ 
gon-train  and  Manx  fencibles, 
which  he  conceived  fhould  be  in- 
tirely  done  away  with,  he  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  city  and  Tower  ham¬ 
lets  militias  which  were  kept  at  a 
heavy  expenfe,  while  the  whole 
extent  of  their  adual  fervice  was 
limited  to  Hackney  and  Edmon¬ 
ton.  The  home- ftafF  of  the  army 
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too  demanded  curtailment.  He 
could  not  fee  why  the  hon.  general 
oppofite,  (Gen.  Tarleton,)  fhotild 
be  continued  on  the  ftaff  of  a  dif- 
triCi,  where  his  command  was  only 
2400  men.  In  Scotland,  over 
1 1  jooo  men,  there  were  not  lefs 
than  eleven  ftaff  generals. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
obferved,  that  if  the  hon.  general 
alluded  to  had  been  improperly 
left  on  the  half,  he  had  no  dif- 
pofition  to  let  him  remain  from 
any  expedition  of  his  affiftance  in 
that  houfe.  The  Manx  fencibles, 
he  fa  id,  would  have  been  wholly 
difbanded,  but  for  the  exprefs  de- 
fire  of  the  commander-in. chief, 
who  had  ftated,  that  if  they  were 
given  up,  regular  troops  mull  be 
found  to  do  the  duty.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  making  for  obviating 
the  difficulties  attending  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  troops,  and  with  re- 
fped  to  the  pay  of  officers,  when 
abroad,  being  fubjecied  to  the  in¬ 
come-tax,  there  was  fome  doubt 
in  it  as  the  law  at  prefent  flood, 
but  he  fhould  recommend  to  par¬ 
liament  to  make  fome  provision 
for  remedying  that  complaint. 

General  Tarleton,  in  reference 
to  the  alluflc-n  that  had  been  made 
to  him,  faid  he  had  been  recalled 
from  an  honourable  and  adive  fer- 
vice  in  Ireland,  to  be  placed  in 
the  diltricts  in  queftion,  which 
yvas,  in  fa  ft,  like  fending  him  to 
Siberia. 

e 

Mr.  HufkiiTon  fympathifed  with 
the  hon.  general’s  difcoment,  and 
thought  his  Majefty’s  government 
ought  to  relieve  that  gallant  of¬ 
ficer  from  fuch  a  provocation. 
With  reflect  to  Lord  Fa  inner  ft  on’s 
flatement,  he  confeffied  it  did  not 
realize  all  the  expedations  which 
lie  had  entertained,  and  h$  had  no 


difficulty  in  declaring  he  eon- 
fidered  a  diminution  in  our  mili¬ 
tary  expenditure  effential  to  the 
exiftence  of  the  country.  This 
red  11  df ion  was  perfectly  practicable 
in  many  modes,  but  particularly 
In  the  flair  and  the  cavalry.  If 
the  prefent  expenditure  of  the 
country  were  continued,  our  dif¬ 
ficulties  muft  multiply,  and  the 
only  mode  of  counteracting  the 
evil  was,  as  in  the  cafe  of  an  in¬ 
dividual,  to  look  the  danger  boldly 
in  the  face  for  the  purpofe  of 
adopting  the  beft  means  of  avert¬ 
ing  it. 

IVly.  Windham  faid,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman’s  (Mr.  Flulkiffon) 
ideas  of  reform  feemed  to  him  too 
narrow  and  confined  to  give  the 
country  fubfiantial  benefit.  Fie 
felt  as  much  as  any  man  the  ne- 
ceffity  which  exifted  for  hu {band¬ 
ing  our  refources,  in  order  that 
the  means  of  the  country  might 
fuffice  for  the  ends  to  be  gained  ; 
and  he  fhould  be  the  fir  A  to  adopt 
any  fyflem  of  effectual  economy, 
caring  little  by  whom  it  fhould 
be  brought  forward.  But  he 
could  never  agree,  that  the  ex- 
penfes  of  an  individual  family  af¬ 
forded  any  parallel  for  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  a  country.  The  matter 
of  a  family  might,  at  any  time, 
confine  his  expenfes  within  his 
means,  without  injuring  the  vital 
comforts  of  his  family  ;  but  it 
aJmofl  invariably  happened  in  the 
cafe  of  a  ftate,  that  it  would  be 
utterly  impoffible  to  curtail  its 
expenditure,  in  a  period  of  emer¬ 
gency,  without  endangering  its 
very  exiftence.  He  concurred, 
however,  perfectly  in  the  improve¬ 
ments  recommended  by  Mr.  Huf- 
kiffon,  who,  by-the-bye,  he  mutt 
fay,  came  a  day  too  late  to  the 

fair. 
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fair.  He  agreed  with  him  re- 
fpeCiing  thefe  Manx  fencibles. 
The  I  he  of  Man,  however  barren 
in  other  productions,  was  very 
fertile  in  jobs ;  indeed  it  feemed 
to  be  one  whole  job.  Where  could 
be  the  neceflity  of  fuch  a  corps  ? 
The  i (land  was  already  iufficiently 
protected  by  the  navy,  and  by  its 
own  inacceflible  coalts  ;  if,  indeed, 
the  French  could  difcover  any. 
thing  in  the  ifland,  worth  the  rilk 
and  trouble  of  invafion.  With 
refpeCt  to  the  waggon-corps,  one 
ol  the  fird  achievements  propofed 
by  himfelf,  when  fecretary  at  war, 
was  an  attack  upon  that  train  ; 
and  if  he  did  not  fucceed  in  de- 
ftroying  it,  he  certainly  flattered 
himfell  he  Ihould  have  overcome 
it  in  another  onfet,  if  time  had  been 
given  him  to  bring  up  his  forces. 
He  could  fee  no  reafon  for  keeping 
up  fo  large  a  naval  force,  at  a 
time  when  the  naval  fupremacy 
of  the  country  was  greater  than 
at  any  former  period.  As  to  the 
circumllance  of  its  being  what 
was  called  a  favourite  force,  the 
idea  was  quite  childifh.  It  would 
be  a  bafe  dereliction  of  the  duty 
of  minifters  to  keep  up  a  fyftem  as 
a  hobby -horfe,  at  a  time  when 
the  money  might  be  fo  much  bet¬ 
ter  expended.  The  noble  lord  had 
rated  the  expence  of  the  local 
militia  at  400,000/.  only,  but  he 
was  convinced  that  if  all  the  con¬ 
comitant  expences  of  that  eftablifh- 
ment  were  confidered,  they  would 
amount  to  nearer  two  millions 
than  one.  He  was  aware  it  had 
been  faid,  that  it  was  neceflfary 
to  force  men  into  the  militia  in 
order  to  induce  them  to  volunteer 
into  the  line  ;  but  he  denied  that 
they  were  forced  into  the  militia. 


or  that  the  meafure  could  have 
any  other  effect  upon  the  military 
eftablilhment  of  the  country  than 
the  bad  one  of  an  enormous  and 
unneceflary  expenfe.  Unlefs  the 
whole  local  militia  were  done 
away,  it  would  be  impofiible  to  get 
the  army  upon  any  rational  footing. 

Mr.  Wardle  exprefled  his  ado- 
niihment  to  And,  that  after  the 
coldnefs  with  which  his  fuggef- 
tions  lall  feflion  had  been  received, 
the  very  fame  points  he  had 
touched  upon  were  now  taken  up 
by  the  gentlemen  oppofite  him. 
For  this,  however,  he  thanked 
them  mod  kindly,  as  he  was  fure 
the  houfe  would  do. 

General  Tarleton  warmly  depre¬ 
cated  any  fuch  reduction  of  our  ca* 
valry  force  as  had  been  recom¬ 
mended. 

Mr.  Whitbread  obferved,  that 
the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Flulkiflbn  was 
direCtly  the  reverfe  of  what  he  had 
urged  lad  year,  in  anfwer  to  the 
propofitions  of  Colonel  Wardle ; 
and  he  had  now,  in  perfeCt  fo- 
briety,  confirmed  a  great  part  of 
what  Colonel  Wardle  had,  per¬ 
haps  indifcreetly,  declared  in  a 
convivial  moment.  His  hon. 
friend  had  aflerted,  that  it  was 
poflihle  to  faVe  10,000,000/.  out 
of  the  annual  expenditure.  The 
time  he  feieCted  for  making  this 
declaration,  was  the  word  he 
could  chufe  ;  it  was  after  a  tavern- 
dinner,  and  probably  at  a  moment 
when  the  bed  financier  in  the 
company  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  divide  the  dinner  bill.  Under 
fuch  circumdances,  it  was,  per¬ 
haps,  excufable ;  but  it  was  mod 
extraordinary  that  he  fhould  come 
down  to  the  houfe,  and  endeavour 
to  eftablifh.  fuch  •  a  datement. 

[G  3]  When 


]02]  ANNUAL  RE 

When  Mr.  Hufkiffon  came  for¬ 
ward,  no  one  could  fufpect  him  of 
inconfiderate  proportions.  The 
fecrer  was  now  difelofed,  and  it 
was  let  out  by  a  perfon  who  had 
been  behind  the  curtain.  They 
had  Mr.  Hu  fid  Con’s  a  flu  ranee  that 
a  great  having  might  be  efFe&ed. 

The  total  Awing  on  the  ord¬ 
nance  eftiroates  this  year  amount- 
ts.-  ,  ed  to  about  one  mil- 

i  arm  1 1-y  lion  and  a  half.  Under 

the  head  of  ordinaries  there  was 
an  excefs  of  7000 /.,  but  under 
that  of  extraordinaries  the  dimi¬ 
nution  was  1,140,000/.;  and  uru 
der  the  head  of  unprovided  the 
decreafe  was  352,209 /.  ;  fo  that 
the  grofs  faving  amounted  to 
1,492,209/.,  and  the  whole  vote 
for  the  ordnance-fervice  of  the 
current  year  was  3,819,466/. 

Mr.  Calcraft  admitted,  there 
was  a  partial  reduction  in  the  efti- 
mates  of  the  prefent  year,  but  iliil 
the  fame  fpirit  of  extravagance 
was  obfervable  upon  many  points. 
The  Chatham  head  of  expenfe 
was  diminifhed,  yet  even  now  it 
was  mob  unjuftifiably  great.  The 
artillery-barracks  there  contain 
about  i,oco  men,  with  fome  ba¬ 
bies,  and  thexCxpence  of  the  work 
had  been  150,000/.  :  19,000/. 

was  laid  out  for  an  artillery  hof- 
pital  ;  and  for  building  and  taking 
in  land  at  Woolwich,  134,000/. 
There  was  a  provifion  alfo  for  ar¬ 
tillery  drivers,  a  corps  of  between 
5  and  6000  men  with  6000 
horfes,  forming  a  moft  expen five 
body  ;  which  could  not  be  of  any 
poflible  ufe  to  the  country,  except 
in  the  cafe  of  invafion ;  as  if  we 
could  have  no  notice  of  invafion  ; 
or  as  if  the  fpecies  of  horfes  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  artillery  were  not 
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precifely  of  that  defer ipt ion  of 
which  an  almoft  unlimited  number 
might  be  got  at  any  prefting  mo¬ 
ment  in  the  country. 

Mr.  A Ci ley  Cooper  replied,  that 
of  the  artillery  horfes  fome  had 
been  fent  to  the  Peninfula,  fome 
to  Sicily,  others  were  in  Ireland, 
and  1500  were  to  be  reduced. 
The  ufe  of  the  horfes,  however,, 
were  not  confined  to  the  dragging 
of  the  guns  ;  they  were  necefiary 
for  the  purpofe  of  training  the 
drivers,  who  might,  upon  oecafion, 
be  drafted  into  the  artillery  where 
they  proved  very  ufeful. 

Mr.  Smith  rofe  to  remark  upon 
the  expence  and  utility  of  the 
works  carrying  on  at  Woolwich  • 
700,000 /.  was  the  eftimate  for 
various  buildings  carrying  on  at 
that  arfenal.  Nov/  he  could  pofu 
tively  bate,  that  the  works  there 
were  a  common  ieft  to  the  whole 
neighbourhood.  He  had  heard 
them  ridiculed  within  the  very 
wails  of  the  arfenal,  and  the 
ground  near  the  river  had  been 
purchafed  by  government  at  ten 
times  its  value.  They  had  given 
12,000/.  for  forty-five  acres. 

Colonel  Wardle  animadverted 
upon  the  expense  of  erediing  pow¬ 
der-mills  at  Waltham  Abbey, 
which  was  eft  i  mated  at  104,053/, 
in  four  years.  He  faw  no  necef- 
fity  for  any  fuch  expence.  The 
French  and  Germans  ufe  barns,  or 
any  other  temporary  buildings, 
for  the  manufacture  of  powder  j 
he  admitted,  however,  that  he  had 
heard  that  the  foreign  powder  was 
not  fo  good  as  ours. 

Mr.  Welleftey  Pole,  in  refer* 
ence  to  this  point,  informed  the 
houfe,  that  the  annual  expenditure 
of  gunpowder  was  from  50  to 
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60,000  barrels  ;  and  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  preterit  war, 
upon  his  appointment  to  the  ord¬ 
nance,  he  found  that  we  had  not 
in  ft  ore  more  than  14,000,  for  ail 
the  ter  vices  of  the  country.  In 
the  battles  of  the  29th  of  May 
and  1  ft  of  June,  alone,  the  con- 
fumption  was  not  lefs  than  5000 
barrels,  and  had  another  action 
occurred  at  that  period,  the  dif. 
trefs  for  gunpowder  would  have 
been  extreme.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  the  board  had  called 
on  the  merchants  to  ftate  the 
quantity  of  powder  they  could 
produce  in  a  given  time  ;  they 
were  engaged  to  furnifii  the 
greatefl  quantity  they  poffibly 
could  make  in  five  years,  but  even 
this  provifion  was  intefficient.  Of 
the  royal  powder-mills  the  works 
at  Feverfham  were  found  in  tech 
a  ftate  that  little  affiftanee  could 
be  expected  from  them,  and  the 
Waltham  Abbey  mills  were  found 
capable  of  producing  but  10  or 
11,000  barrels  year ly.  At  preterit 
they  produced  22,000.  The  build¬ 
ings  were  neceftarily  doubled,  and 
though  flight,  were*  from  their  na¬ 
ture,  very  expenfive.  Thecorning- 
houfes  were  filled  with  machinery 
of  theniceft  quality ;  inafmuch  if  one 
of  the  pretent  works  at  Waltham 
Abbey  were  "blown  up,  it  would 
take  full  fix  months  to  put  up  the 
machinery  of  another.  Of  thefe 
buildings  we  have  now  five  or  fix 
at  Waltham  Abbey.  A  procefs 
for  drying  powder  by  fteam  had 
been  invented  by  General  Con¬ 
greve,  and  the  cortequent  ad¬ 
vantage  was  immenfe,  but  the 
se'ceffary  apparatus  was  very  ex- 
penfive,  and  the  fame  character 
applied  to  another  invention  of 
General  Cougreve  for  refining 
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faltpetre.  We  were  now  able  to 
make  powder  at  a  lefs  expence 
than  that  the  merchants  furnifhed 
us  at,  and  of  a  fuperior  quality. 
With  refpecf  to  Woolwich,  when 
Lord  Chatham  firft  came  to  the 
ordnance,  there  was  not  even  a 
covering  for  the  ftores  depofited; 
and  the  (late  it  was  in  when  he 
himfelf  had  been  formerly  charged 
with  the  equipment  of  an  expe¬ 
dition,  was  fuch,  that  every  officer 
who  went  down  was  of  opinion 
that  the  ordnance  would  be  a 
month  behind  the  other  parts  of 
the  armament ;  and  there  was  not 
a  perfon  in  any  department  who 
did  not  make  that  an  excufe  for 
negie&ing  his  duty.  All  the 
heavy  work  of  an  expedition  fell 
upon  the  ordnance.  In  the  late 
expedition,  the  number  of  fhips 
they  had  laden  with  ordnance 
ftores  amounted  to  feventy.  He 
had  been  aiked,  how  foon  he  could 
load  fifteen  or  fixteen  ?  and  his 
reply  was,  that  if  he  did  not  fet 
them  olF  in  three  days  he  would 
forfeit  his  right  hand;  formerly 
his  anfvver  would  have  been  two 
or  three  in  a  fortnight  after  they 
were  tent  to  him,  and  poffibly  the 
whole  in  fix  weeks.  A  new  aca¬ 
demy  had  become  neceffary  from 
the  increafe  of  cadets  ;  and  build¬ 
ings  were  required  to  fhelter  our 
field-train,  which  amounted  to 
600  pieces,  exceeding  by  fix  times 
what  we  had  ever  poffeited  before. 
The  barrack  and  hofpital  efta- 
blifhments  were  neceftarily  en¬ 
larged,  when  24,000  inftead  of 
5000  men  were  to  be  accommo¬ 
dated.  A  new  carriage  yard,  and 
a  more  diftant  place  for  proving 
cannon,  were  wanted.  Thefe  had 
been  fupplied,  by  the  arrangements 
of  Lord  Chatham,  whom  he 
[<5  4]  thought 
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thought  entitled  to  the  higheft 
praife  for  afting  in  fo  fyftematic  a 
manner. 

General  Tarleton  cenfured  the 
placing  of  our  moil  important  de¬ 
pot  at  Woolwich,  which  was  fo 
near  the  fea  ;  and  thought  that  for 
fear  the  metropolis  fnould  ever  be 
taken  by  the  enemy,  a  very  great 
depot  fhould  be  formed  at  Not¬ 
tingham,  where  it  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  many  advantages. 

Mr.  Parnell  thought  the  houfe 
too  thin  to  vote  away  4,000,000/. 
of  the  public  money,  and  moved 
an  adjournment  of  the  committee", 
which  was  negatived  by  53  votes 
to  42,  and  the  refolution  moved  by 
Mr.  Afhley  Cooper  pa  fled. 

Early  in  the  feffion  Lord  Coch¬ 
rane  took  occafion  to  move  for 
fome  papers  which,  he  faid,  would 

,  difclofe  a  fyftem  of  abufe 
-t  C  L)  •  I  Q  •  j  -  1  j 

y  and  corruption,  bej/ond 
any  thing  that  had  exifted  in 
Spain  under  the  adminiftration  of 
the  Prince  of  the  Peace.  This  refer¬ 
red  to  the  practices  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  court.  Lord  Cochrane  afked 
whether  it  was  confident  with 
equity  or  common  fenfe,  that 
the  whole  navy  of  England  fhould 
be  obliged  to  employ  a  Angle  in¬ 
dividual  to  carry  on  its  buflnefs 
before  that  court  l  The  mod 
abominable  compromifes,  he  af¬ 
firmed,  fometimes  took,  place  ; 
whether  the  profits  of  thefe  coin- 
promifes  found  their  way  into  the 
pockets  of  any  particular  indi¬ 
vidual,  he  was  not  abfolutely  fure, 
but  he  thought  he  had  evidence  to 
fhew  this  to  be  the  fa<fl  ;  and  he 
could  not  conceive  what  could  be 
xhe  defign  of  confining  the  cap¬ 
ture  to  one  prodtor,  except  that 
the  fecrecy  fo  fuited  to  thefe  tranf- 
adfions  might  thereby  be  the  bet¬ 


ter  preferved.  The  fydem  which 
he  fought  to  expofe,  did,  in  fad, 
paralyfe  the  navy.  The  molt 
trifling  veflels  were  condemned  at 
an  expence  equal  to  that  of  the 
largeft  ;  the  condemnation  of  a 
fifning-boat  might  be  fwelled  up 
to  the  expence  of  that  of  an  In¬ 
dia  man,  and  captors  had  often  no 
other  immediate  intereft  in  con¬ 
demning,  except  that  of  putting 
money  in  the  pockets  of  the  proc¬ 
tor.  After  indulging,  for  fome 
time  in  a  fimilar  (train  of  invec¬ 
tive,  the  noble  lord  concluded  by 
moving  for  a  copy  of  the  agent’s 
accounts  from  the  regiftrar’s  of¬ 
fice,  refpeding  a  number  of  fhips, 
which  his  iordfhip  fpeeified  ;  to¬ 
gether  with  feveral  other  papers. 

Sir  William  Scott  alked  how 
the  court  of  admiralty  could  pof- 
fibly  be  anfwerable  for  fuch  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  agents  ?  What  ground 
could  there  be,  then,  for  the  in- 
diferiminate  charge  made  by  the 
noble  lord  ?  The  noble  lord  had 
been  a  prompt  accufer ;  but  cer¬ 
tainly  an  unfortunate  one  ;  and  he 
pledged  himfelf  by  all  the  credit 
which  he  might  have  obtained, 
during  the  many  years  that  he  had 
fat  in  that  houfe,  that  the  noble 
lord  would  prove  as  unfortunate  in 
this  accufation  as  in  any  preced¬ 
ing  one. 

Mr.  Rofe  faid,  he  had  given 
the  fubjedt  much  confide  rat  ion, 
and  he  was  convinced,  that  if  the 
bufinefs  now  confined  to  the  king’s 
prodtor  were  thrown  into  other 
hands,  it  would  materially  injure 
the  interefts  of  the  navy,  depre¬ 
ciate  the  charadler  of  the  country, 
unneceflarily  annoy  the  neutral 
trader  and  much  embarrafs  the 
Britifh  merchant.  He  defied  the 
noble  lord  to  find  a  Angle  inftance 
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in  which  the  charges  made  by  the 
king’s  prodor  were  higher  than 
thofe  which  would  have  been 
made  by  any  other  prodor  in 
Dodors’  Commons.  As  for  a- 
gents  accounts,  ever  fince  he  be¬ 
came  treafurer  of  the  navy  it  had 
been  ftrongly  reprefented  to  him 
that  ahufes  exirted  in  this  refped. 
He  had,  confequently,  inquired 
into  them  ;  no  lefs  than  153  cafes 
had  been  laid  before  him,  nine  of 
which  were  now  before  the  judge 
of  the  admiralty,  on  account  of 
the  enormous'  charges  which  the 
accounts  contained.  In  one  cafe, 
the  charge  of  an  agent  upon  the 
diftribution  of  62,000/.  amounted 
to  9462.  Of  which  fum  1200/. 
was  ftated  to  be  for  portage. 

Mr.  Stephen  obferved,  that  the 
papers  moved  for  would  contain 
more  matter  than  the  whole  report 
upon  the  Walcheren  inquiry,  and 
while  thefe  piles  of  information 
remained  unread,  the  charaders  of 
public  men  might  labour  under 
this  unprecedented  attack.  The 
noble  lord  did  not  feem  to  pledge 
himfelf,  that  the  papers  for  which 
he  had  moved  would  bear  him  out  in 
imputing  any  thing  inimical  to 
the  judges  of  the  admiralty  or 
any  other  perfon  ;  yet  if  refufed, 
their  non. production  would,  pro¬ 
bably,  be  quoted  as  a  reafon  for 
his  being  precluded  from  making 
good  his  affertions.  The  noble  lord 
had  allowed,  that  he  had  not  ex¬ 
amined,  nor  had  time  to  examine 
them,  yet  he  built  on  them  an  ac- 
cufation  of  corruption  againft  the 
officers  of  the  court  of  admiralty. 
He  (Mr.  Stephen)  would  not  af¬ 
front  the  high  charaders  fo  wan¬ 
tonly  calumiated — charaders  re- 
fpeded  not  alone  by  this  country, 
but  by  the  civilized  world  for 
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their  talents  and  integrity — by 
becoming  their  apologift  in  anfwer 
to  fuch  an  attack  as  this. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
thought  the  noble  lord  had  better 
bring  forward  one  or  two  cafes, 
inrtead  of  encumbering  the  houfe 
with  the  whole  ;  and  Lord  Coch¬ 
rane  adopted  the  fuggeftion,  and 
moved  for  documents  relating  to 
two  of  the  veffels,  named  in  the 
original  motion.  When  thefe 
were  afforded,  he  moved  for  ad¬ 
ditional  papers,  which,  he  faid, 
were  neceifary  for  the  ,»■  , 

elucidation  of  thofe  al-  arC  9* 
ready  produced  ;  and,  he  gave  no¬ 
tice,  at  the  fame  time,  of  his  in¬ 
tention  to  move  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  upon  the  fubjed. 
In  the  (hort  difcurtion  which  took 
place  on  this  occafion,  he  confider- 
ably  abated  that  tone  of  virulent 
imputation  in  which  he  had  pre- 
viouily  indulged  ;  he  again  af- 
ferted,  however,  the  excellent  ef- 
feds  which  the  corredion  of  thefe 
abufes  would  have  on  the  navy, 
and  affirmed,  that  in  the  way  of 
capture,  a  well-manned  frigate, 
under  proper  encouragement,  would 
do  more  than  the  whole  channel- 
fleet  did  at  prefent.  The  papers 
were  granted. 

A  cafe  of  adual  abufe  conneded 
with  the  navy,  though  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  and  certainly  more  atroci¬ 
ous  nature,  foon  after  became  the 
fubjed  of  parliamentary  difcuflion. 
One  Thomas,  a  freeman  of  Briftol, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Bragge  Bathurft, 
member  in  Parliament  for  that 
city,  complaining,  that  having- 
been  a  purfer  in  the  Demerary, 
and  reftgned  his  warrant  to  Sir 
Alexander  Cochrane  upon  con¬ 
dition  of  obtaining  his  difcharge  ; 
he  was,  nevertheless,  detained  as  a 
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fiipernunlerary  before  die  mail,  and 
the  motive  of  this  detention  he 
dated  to  be,  the  fear  led  on  his 
return  to  England  he  fhould  re¬ 
teal  the  proceedings  of  certain 
officers  in  that  quarter  ;  and  among 
Others,  the  condud  of  the  Hon. 
Captain  Lake,  who,  when  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Recruit,  had  fet  a 
rrian  on  fliore  on  the  uninhabited 
ifland  of  Sombrero,  where  he  died 
of  hunger  or  otherwife  for  no¬ 
thing  more  was  ever  heard  of  him. 
This,  was  faid  to  be  known  to 
Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  who  had, 
neverthelefs,  not  only  buffered 
Lake  to  efcape,  but  allowed  him 
to  take  the  command  of  the  Ulyf- 
fes.  Mr.  Bathurft  fent  this  letter 
to  the  admiralty,  who  immedi¬ 
ately  inftituted  an  inquiry  into  the 
affair  and  the  fads  turned  out 
pretty  much  as  Thomas  had  dated 
them.  Captain  Lake,  in  his  apo¬ 
logy,  affirmed,  that  the  man  was  a 
mod  infamous  charader  and  that  he 
was  not  aware  that  the  ifland  was 
uninhabited.  Sir  Alexander  Coch¬ 
rane,  too,  dated  that  upon  hear¬ 
ing  of  the  tranfadion,  he  had 
immediately  fent  Captain  Lake 
back  to  the  ifland,  to  take  the  man 
off  but  he  was  already  gone  ;  and 
that  having  foon  after  heard, 
upon  the  authority  of  an  American 
newfpaper,  that  the  man  was  fafe 
in  America,  he  confented,  after  fe- 
riotifly  admonifning  Captain  Lake, 
to  let  the  matter  red.  The  affair 
was  fubmitted  to  a  court-martial, 
when  it  appeared  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  charader  or  con- 
dud  of  the  man,  in  quedion,  to 
have  in  the  lead  degree  judified 
or  palliated  the  condud  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Lake.  He  had  been  charged 
with  taking  a  bottle  of  ruitl  from 
the  gunner’s  cabin,  and  of  having 


broached  a  calk  of  fpruee-heer 
vchich  had  been  brewed  for  the 
fhip’s  company.  Whether  Cap¬ 
tain  Lake  knew  the  ifland  to  be 
uninhabited  was  doubtful  ;  for 
though  his  ordering  him  to  be  fet 
on  fliore  with  the  word  <(  thief" 
written  on  his  back  feemed  to  im¬ 
ply  that  he  thought  it  inhabited, 
yet  the  crew  in  general  were  per- 
fedly  aware  of  the  nature  of  the 
place,  and  it  is  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive  that  Captain  Lake  could 
long  continue  ignorant  of  it.  The 
court  fentenced  him  to  be  difmiffed 
from  the  fervice. 

The  fubjed  was  foon  after  ta¬ 
ken  up  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  who 
moved  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  be  appointed  to  take  into 
conlideration  the  papers  relating  to 
the  condud  and  trial  of  Captain 
Lake  and  report  thereon  to  the 
houfe.  This  motion  he  prefaced 
by  a  fpeech  of  confiderable  length, 
in  which  he  went  minutely  into 
all  the  fads  of  the  cafe,  as  they 
had  come  out  in  the  court  martial, 
and  argued  upon  the  probability 
of  Jeffery’s  having  adually  pe- 
rifhed  in  an  iiland  where  it 
feemed  there  was  neither  food,  nor 
frefh  water  nor  flielter  of  any 
kind. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
fully  admitted  the  atrocity  of  the 
cafe.  He  allowed  too  that  it 
was  no  fort  of  cxcufe  for  Captain 
Lake  to  allege,  that  he  did  not 
know  that  Sombrero  was  unin¬ 
habited  ;  there  was  but  little  (hade 
of  difference  between  the  guilt  of 
fending  a  man  on  an  ifland  that 
he  knew  to  be  uninhabited,  and 
fending  him  to  one  that  he  had 
no  reafon  to  fuppofe  inhabited. 
But  he  faw  no  pradical  good  that 
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could  reful £  from  the  appointment 
of  the  committee.  As  the  cafe 
now  food  there  was  no  evidence 
againft  C  ;ptain  Lake,  except  that 
which  bore  upon  the  point  for 
which  he  had  been  already  tried 
and  puh-ilhed.  It  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  court-martial  to  pafs 
a  feverer  fence  nee  than  it  did ; 
but  if  there  was  any  proof  that 
the  man  was  dead,  he  did  not  con¬ 
ceive  that  the  fentence  of  the 
court-martial  could  prevent  his 
being  tried  for  the  murder.  He 
thought  it  better,  therefore,  to 
wait  fume  time  to  fee  whether,  by 
additional  enquiries  any  further 
information  could  be  obtained  ; 
with  this  view  he  wifhed  the  hon. 
baronet  to  withdraw  his  motion 
for  the  prefcnt. 

Mr.  Whitbread  thought  there 
was  no  evidence  upon  which  a 
profecution  could  be  ordered  ;  but 
it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  fearch 
made  fubfequently  in  the  ifland, 
was  by  no  means  fatisfa&ory,  and 
he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  houfe 
fhould  not  addrefs  the  king  to 
dire  ft  the  officers  on  thofe  ftations, 
to  make  the  mod  accurate  fearch 
for  the  remains  of  the  unfortunate 
man,  and  to  ufe  all  means  to  af- 
certain  whether  he  were  alive  or 
not. 

Mr.  Stephen  faid,  he  had  failed 
clofe  by  Sombrero;  it  was  a  bleak, 
fandy  ifland,  not,  perhaps,  more 
than  twice  or  thrice  a  year  trodden 
by  human  feet,  and  that  it  was 
impoffible  that  any  individual  cad 
upon  it  could  there  find  means  of 
fubfiftence  ;  and  he  affirmed,  that 
unlefs  fome  flrong  evidence  were 
to  be  adduced  for  the  defence,  he 
could  no  more  hefitate,  were  he  a 
juror  upon  the  trial  of  fuch  an 
offender,  ta  bring  in  a  verdict  of 
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murder,  than  he  would  in  the  cafe 
of  a  man  let  down  into  an  unfre¬ 
quented  coal-pit  and  there  left  to 
perlfh. 

Mr.  Sheridan  contended,  that 
th  is  doftrine  was  almofi  as  bad  as 
any  thing  that  Captain  Lake  had 
done.  He  did  not  mean  to  pal¬ 
liate  the  conduct  of  that  officer, 
but  there  was  no  evidence  to 
ihew  that  he  fuppofed  the  ifland 
to  be  fuch  as  Mr.  Stephen  had 
defcribed  it.  Every  poffible  exer¬ 
tion  had  been  made  and  was 
making  by  the  afflufted  and  re- 
fpeftable  family  of  Captain  Lake 
to  afcertain  whether  he  had  been 
taken  off  by  an  American  veffel, 
and  he  doubted  not  but  intelli¬ 
gence  would,  by  one  means  or 
other,  be  at  no  diftant  period  ob¬ 
tained  to  clear  up  thefe  fads. 

Admiral  Harvey  faid,  that  Som¬ 
brero  was  a  rock,  and  that  water 
muft  lodge  in  the  cavities,  and 
that  the  eggs  of  birds  were  to  be 
found  in  fuch  abundance  that  no 
man  need  to  perifh  for  want  of 
food  and  water. 

Captain  Beresford  alfo  afferted, 
that  he  thought  it  hardly  poffible 
for  a  man  to  remain  there  twenty- 
four  hours.  If  he  waved  his  hat 
every  morning  he  muff  be  obferved. 
Moreover  it  was  daily  reforred  to 
by  fifhermen. 

The  apparent  difcrepancy  be¬ 
tween  thefe  accounts,  and  that 
given  by  Mr.  Stephen,  was  re¬ 
marked  by  Mr.  Whitbread  ;  but 
Sir  C.  Hamilton  reconciled  them, 
by  ftating,  that  the  ifland,  when 
feen  from  a  difiance,  had  the  ap¬ 
pearance  defcribed  by  the  learned 
gentleman,  though,  in  fad,  it  was 
forty  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
water  in  the  interior,  and  com¬ 
pletely  anfwered  the  accounts 

given 
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given  by  the  hon.  officers.  Ail 
thefe  officers  difclaimed  any  in¬ 
tention  to  exculpate  Captain  Lake. 
An  addrefs,  fimilar  to  that  he  had 
defcribed,  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Whitbread,  and  carried.  Not 
long  after,  ho  a  ever,  authentic  in¬ 
telligence  of  the  exiflence  of  Jef¬ 
fery  s,  arrived  from  America,  in 
the  fhaye  of  a  depofition  made 
upon  oath  by  the  man  himfelf 
before  a  magiflrate  of  Maffachuf- 
fetts.  From  this  it  appeared,  that 
he  had  remained  nine  days  on  the 
ifland,  without  being  able  to  pro¬ 
cure  any  food,  except  about  a 
dozen  limpets,  and  feme  bark 
which  he  found  on  the  fhore. 
There  was  no  rain-water  when  he 
landed,  and  the  fait  water  with 
which  he  attempted  to  quench  his 
thirfl  rather  inflamed  it.  On  the 
third  day  it  rained,  and  he  was 
then  able  to  procure  a  fufficiency 
by  fucking  through  a  quill  the 
water  lodged  in  the  cavities  of 
the  rock.  He  faw  birds  but 
could  catch  none  ;  and  found  no 
eggs.  He  obferved  five  fhips 
pafs,  but  at  too  great  a  diftance 
for  him  to  make  himfelf  obferved  ; 
and  it  was  only  by  accident,  that 
the  veffel  which  took  him  off  had 
hove  near  enough  to  difeover  his 
fignals.  He  was  then  almofl  dead 
from  inanition  after  a  flay  of  nine 
days.  The  enemies  of  Captain 
Lake  at  firfl  affefted  to  diferedit 
this  account,  afferting,  that  any 
one  might  have  been  got  to  per- 
fonate  Jefferys  before  an  American 
magiflrate,  and  to  fwear  any  thing 
that  was  required  of  him.  Jef¬ 
ferys  himfelf,  however,  foon  after 
arrived,  and  after  a  compromife 
of  the  bufinefs  with  the  friends 
of  Lake,  adopted  a  mod  effec¬ 
tual  method  of  fatisfying  the  in¬ 


credulity  of  his  advocates,  by  ex¬ 
hibiting  himfelf  in  London  to  the 
curious  at  a  fhilling-a~piece. 

On  the  7th  of  June  Mr.  Rofe 
brought  in  a  bill  for  the  increafe 
of  merchant  feamen.  His  plan 
was  to  eflablifli  naval  feminaries 
on  the  coafls,  where  boys  might 
have  a  due  inftrudtion  into  the  pro- 
feffion  of  a  feaman  for  four  or 
five  years.  The  fource  from 
whence  they  fhould  be  drawn  he 
propofed  to  be  that  of  the  parifh 
paupers.  Of  thefe  there  were 
about  90,000,  and  their  expenfe 
would  not  colt  the  government 
above  $/.  each.  This  fupply  would 
keep  up  a  fucceffion  of  feamen  to 
the  amount  of  7000  every  year. 
He  dated,  that  owing  to  the  fe- 
vere  operation  of  the  imprefs  fer¬ 
vice,  the  commanders  of  Indiamen 
had  been  obliged  to  go  out  with¬ 
out  a  regular  bred  feaman  on 
board,  and  hence,  perhaps,  the 
lofs  of  fo  many  fhips  in  that 
fervice.  Leave  was  given  to 
bring-  in  the  bill.  A  motion  was 
made  by  Lord  Melville,  that  an 
adequate  number  of  king’s  fhips 
fhould,  without  delay,  be  pre¬ 
pared  and  held  in  readi-  -  * 
nefs  for  the  accommoda-  ^ 
tion  of  fuch  troops  as  it  might  be 
found  expedient  to  embark  in  fur¬ 
therance  of  the  public  fervice. 
The  noble  lord  Hated,  that  this 
was  a  fubjedl  which  he  had  long 
had  under  confideration.  Obferv- 
ing  the  great  lofs  of  troops  fuf- 
tained  during  the  lafl  war  in  our 
operations  againfl  the  enemy’s  co¬ 
lonial  poffelfions,  he  had  early 
been  led  to  believe  that  the  mor¬ 
tality  did  not  arife  folely  nor 
principally  from  their  fervices  in 
the  field  ;  and  that  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  mode  of  conveying 
1  the 
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the  troops,  by  affording  them  a 
more  airy  and  comfortable  accom¬ 
modation  daring  the  paffage  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  would  tend  greatly 
to  their  prefervation.  This  ob- 
jedl  was  to  be  attained  by  the  ufe 
of  armed  troop  (hips  ;  and  Lord 
Melville  contended,  that  whether 
we  confidered  their  fnperior  ac¬ 
commodation  for  the  men,  the 
fafety  of  the  troops  in  cafe  of 
reparation,  the  comparatively  few 
fhips  required  for  the  conveyance 
of  an  army,  the  expedition  with 
which  it  might  be  tranfported, 
the  facility  of  landing  and  re¬ 
embarking  the  troops,  as  well  as 
other  effentials,  the  advantages  of 
this  mode  of  conveying  troops 
over  that  of  fending  them  in  hired 
tranfports  were  altogether  incal¬ 
culable.  The  noble  lord’s  plan 
was  to  fit  out  from  the  ordinary 
of  the  navy  a  number  of  armed 
troop  fhips,  adequate  to  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  24,000  men.  The 
troops  to  be  divided  into  detach¬ 
ments,  each  properly  commanded  ; 
and  to  be  accompanied  and  efcorted 
by  a  few  two-decked  fhips,  and 
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a  certain  number  of  frigates  and 
light  armed  veffels.  Thefe  flying 
fquadrons  were  to  be  diftributed 
along  the  enemy’s  coaft,  and  to 
a&  either  feparately  or  conjointly, 
according  to  circumflances  ;  and 
if  their  operations  were  judicioufly 
conduced,  Lord  Melville  main¬ 
tained,  that  befides  annihilating 
the  enemy’s  coafting-trade,  they 
might,  by  keeping  up  a  conftant 
alarm  on  their  coafts,  oblige  them 
to  draw  down  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  their  armies  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  prore&ing  them  againft  our 
attacks  and  incurfions. 

Lord  Mulgrave  was  of  opinion, 
that  great  inconveniences  would 
arife  from  the  propofed  fyftem, 
which,  as  a  mode  of  conveying 
troops,  was  much  more  expenfive 
than  that  of  hiring  tranfports ; 
and  conceiving  the  motion  to  be 
an  unneceffary  interference  with 
the  executive  government  he 
moved  the  previous  queftion, 
which,  after  a  few  words  from 
Lords  Stanhope  and  Liverpool,  was 
carried. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Affairs  of  Ireland.  Committee  upon  the  Iri/h  Difillery  Adi.  J\Ir.  softer 
propojes  Alterations  therein ,  ‘with  the  View  of  precluding  further  Evajion 
of  the  Law.  Reduction  of  Duties .  Queftion  of  the  Irifh  Tythe  Syfiem 

revived  by  Mr.  Parnell.  His  Speech  on  the  Subjedt.  His  Plan  for  the 
Obviation  of  the  Difficulties  attaching  to  the  prefent  Syfiem.  He  moves  a 
Committee  to  inveftigate  the  Matter.  Motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Welle  fey  Pole 
and  Dr.  Duigenan .  Supported  by  Sir  John  Newport ,  Mr.  Grattany 
and  Mr.  Wilberforce.  Mr.  Grattan  moves  a  Committee  to  take  into  Con- 
f  deration  the  Catholic  Claims.  His  Speech  on  the  Suhjedt.  Motion  fe- 
conded  by  Sir  John  Cox  Hippefey.  Oppofed  by  Sir  William  Scott,  Sir 
John  Newport  adverts  to  the  Promijes  held  out  at  the  Union .  Lord  Caf- 
tlereagh  explains  the  Nature  and  Extent  of  thofe  Promifes .  Violent  Speech 
of  General  Matthew.  Mr.  Ponfonby  defcribes  the  Communications  he  had 
had  with  Dr*  Milner .  Mr.  Perceval  Animadverts  upon  that  Affair. 

'  Mr. 
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Mr.  Whitbread  replies  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Mr.  Canning 
oppofes  the  Adoption  of  the  Meafure  at  prefent.  The  Motion  it  loft.  De¬ 
bate  on  the  fame  Subject  in  the  Lords.  Earl  Grey  pronounces  an  Eulogy 
on  the  Memory  of  Mr.  Windham.  The  Motion  is  loft .  Mr.  Wcllejley 
Foie  moves  the  Repeal  of  the  Irifh  Infurredirm  Adi.  Certain  of  its  Fro - 
vijions  are  Re-enadled.  The  Arms  Adi  is  snodifted.  An  Increafe  of  Sa¬ 
lary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  moved ,  and  after  Jome  Oppofitiou  carried. 


HP  HE  difcuftions  in  parliament, 
relating  to  the  affairs  in  Ire¬ 
land,  were  this  year  numerous  and 
important.  On  the  ift  of  March 
the  houfe  went  into  a  committee 
upon  the  Irifh  diftiliery  aft.  Upon 
this  occafion  Mr.  Toiler  ftated, 
that  ever  fince  the  prohibition  of 
the  diftillation  from  grain,  illicit 
diftillation  had  increafed  molt  a- 
larmingly  j  the  farmers  encourag¬ 
ing  the  illicit  trade  in  order  to 
procure  a  market  for  their  pro¬ 
duce.  In  1 807,  the  quantity  of 
fpirits  diftilied  by  the  open  diftil- 
leries  was  fix  millions  of  gallons, 
and  the  revenue  1,230,000/.  while 
laft  year  it  had  fcarcely  amounted 
to  a  fourth  of  that  quantity  ;  and 
the  deficiency,  no  doubt,  was  fup- 
plied  by  the  illicit  diftillation.  The 
exifting  fyftem  of  encouraging 
large  ft  ills,  as  the  means  of  draw¬ 
ing  perfons  of  extenfive  capitals 
into  the  trade,  might  be  good  in 
principle,  but  had  wholly  failed  in 
Ireland.  The  illicit  traffic  was 
carried  on  to  an  incredible  extent 
throughout  the  country.  The  only 
way  to  ccunterad  this  evil  was  to 
promote  the  difperfion  of  legal 
fmall  ft  ills,  and  this  he  fhould  do  by 
merely  difcontinuing  the  bounty  on 
the  large  ftilis,  His  fecond  objed 
was  to  do  away  the  apprehenfion 
that  exifted  in  the  minds  of  thofe 
about  to  commence  diftillation  on 
a  limited  plan,  that  they  would 
he  compelled  to  work  off  in  a  li¬ 
mited  time  ;  0*1  this  point,  Umita- 
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tions,  ftmilar  to  thofe  adopted  in 
Scotland,  would  be  propofed,  and 
ftilis  would  be  ^averaged  at  i$o 
gallons,  unlefs  their  capacity  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  quantity.  He  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  the  Irifh  diftiller  had 
fome  grounds  of  complaint  on  the 
fluduation  of  the  revenue  laws, 
and  to  obviate  this  he  fhould 
propofe  to  give  {lability  to  {pecu¬ 
lation  by  granting  licences  for 
three  years  inftead  of  one.  A  more 
important  amendment  was,  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  duties  from  their 
prefent  rate,  5 s.  8 d.  per  gallon,  to 
2s.  6d.  He  was  fatisfied  that  the 
revenue  would  not,  ultimately,  fuf- 
fer  by  this  meafure,  though  in  the 
firft  year  there  might  be  a  rifle  of 
diminution  ;  its  tendency  was  to 
deftroy  the  illicit  trade ;  and  the 
fum  paid  to  government  by  the 
legal  diftiller  would  much  more 
than  counterbalance  the  lower  rate 
of  duty.  Another  of  his  objeds  was 
to  fimplify  the  law,  by  entirely 
abolifhing  the  exifting  diftindions 
and  drawbacks  on  the  quantity  of 
malt  and  fpirits,  and  merely  to 
charge  2 s.  6 d.  per  gallon  on  the 
quantity  diftilied.  Thofe  who  en¬ 
tered  this  trade  could  not  be  ex- 
peded  to  be  men  of  much  educa¬ 
tion,  and  therefore  the  lefs  com¬ 
plicated  the  revenue  laws  the  bet¬ 
ter.  To  avoid  the  increafed  ex¬ 
pence  of  colleding  the  revenue,  he 
propofed  to  have  the  colledors  of 
hearth  rates  and  afleffed  taxes  em¬ 
ployed  alfo  in  colleding  this  branch 
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of  the  revenue,  without  the  inter, 
vention  of  the  excife,  Thefe  per, 
Tons  were  releafed  from  their  ori¬ 
ginal  duties  during  the  iix  winter 
months,  when  the  diftilleries  were 
mod  employed,  and  would  confe- 
quently  be  enabled  Jto  attend  to 
them,  without  inconvenience  or  lofs 
to  the  revenue. 

The  Iridi  members,  of  all  par¬ 
ties,  expreffed  their  fatisfaTion  at 
the  meafures  propofed.  Sir  John 
Newport  merely  objected  to  the 
fyftem  of  furvey,  and  dated  his 
preference  of  that  of  licence,  by 
which  a  certain  duty  monthly  was 
charged  in  proportion  to  the  capa¬ 
city  of  the  dill,  and  it  was  left 
open  to  the  trader  by  his  exer¬ 
tions  to  make  more  of  it  if  he 
could. 

Mr.  Foder  replied,  that,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  its  intrindc  inferiority, 
this  fydem  was  rendered  impodible 
by  the  union  ;  for  the  allowance  of 
countervailing  duties  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  Ireland  could  never  be 
carried  into  effect,  when  it  could 
not  be  afcer rained  what  was  the 
incumbrance  on  the  fpirits  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

The  important  quedion  of  the 
fydem  of  tythes  in  Ireland  was 
.  ..  again  brought  before  the 

Pn  houfe,  by  Mr.  Parnell. 

He  began  by  explaining  in  what 
way  the  tythe  fydem  in  that  conn, 
try  differed  from  that  prevailing 
in  England.  i(  In  the  fird  place/ ’ 
faid  he,  “  the  religion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland  renders  theprovifion 
of  the  clergy  of  the  eftabliff.ed 
church  neceffarily  unjuft  and  odi¬ 
ous  :  if  the  whole  population  of 
Ireland  be  taken  at  dve  millions, 
four  millions  are  catholics  ;  of  the 
pfher  million,  one  half  are  diffen, 
ters  and  qttakera ;  and  the  whole* 
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therefore,  of  the  tythes  it)  Ireland 
go  to  maintain  the  clergy  belong¬ 
ing  to  only  one-tenth  of  its  popu¬ 
lation.  The  catholics,  however, 
by  no  means  refufe  to  contribute 
to  the  fupport  of  the  proteftant 
eft ablifh merit  ;  all  they  feek  is  to 
be  relieved  from  a  mode  of  paying 
them  which  is  on  all  Tides  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  mod  oppreffive. 
The  proteftants  and  diffenters  are 
alfo  anxious  for  a  change,  which, 

I  may  add,  is  ded red  by  the  pro- 
tedant  clergy  themfelves.  Another 
circumftance  which  affedts  the 
tythe  fyftem  in  Ireland,  lies  in  the 
neceffity  which  exifts  that  every 
individual  in  that  country  who  has 
a  family  fhould  be  a  fort  of  land¬ 
holder.  In  England,  the  demand 
for  labour  is  fo  great  and  lo  con- 
ftant,  that  the  labouring  clafs  can 
depend  upon  their  day’s  wages  for 
the  means  of  fubfiftence  ;  and  they 
accordingly  purchafe  what  they 
want  in  the  markets.  But  in  Ire¬ 
land,  the  want  of  fuch  a  demand 
renders  it  abf’olutely  neceffary  that 
each  perfon  fnould  have  a  piece  of 
land  on  which  to  raife  his  food  or 
he  mud  ftarve  ;  the  confequence  is, 
that  every  one  has  land,  and>  how¬ 
ever  poor,  is  liable  to  pay  tythes. 
Even  thofe  exempt  by  law,  on 
account  of  their  extreme  poverty, 
from  paying  the  king’s  taxes  are 
obliged  to  pay  the  clergy  of  two 
religions.  The  neceffary  effebt  of 
fuch  a  date  of  things  is  the  im- 
poffibility  of  tythes  being  collect¬ 
ed  by  the  clergy  themfelves.  They 
are  obliged  to  employ  prodtors,  or 
to  let  their  tythes  to  tythe  farmers, 
to  avoid  the  labour  and  the  odium 
of  feeding  their  income  from  a 
multitude  of  paupers.  That,  un¬ 
der  thefe  circurndances,  there 
fhould  be  a  coni  ant  reftftaace  to 
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the  clergy  cannot  be  wondered  at, 
and  if  in  many  inftances  the  proc¬ 
tors  or  tythe  farmers  opprefs  the 
people,  and  the  people  in  return 
avenge  themfelves  on  their  oppref- 
fors,  thefe  are  but  the  natural  con- 
fequences  of  the  fyftem.  I  mean 
to  bring  no  charge  againft  the  Irifh 
clergy,  as  a  body ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  1  think  them  confpicuous 
for  their  liberality  towards  the 
people  and  for  a  faithful  difcharge 
of  their  duties.” 

(t  A  third  diftindion  between 
the  fyftem  of  tythes  in  the  two 
countries  is  to  be  found  in  the 
laws  for  colleding  them.  In  Eng¬ 
land,  if  the  clergyman  exads  more 
than  his  right,  he  may  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  draw  his  tythes.  But  in 
Ireland,  it  is  enaded,  that  if  above 
a  certain  number  of  parifhi. oners 
call  upon  the  clergyman  to  draw 
his  tythes,  fuch  a  proceeding  fhall 
be  confidered  a  conspiracy,  and  the 
parties  be  liable  to  heavy  pe¬ 
nalties.  I  will  not  inquire  into 
the  objections  that  may  be  brought 
againft  tythes,  as  a  mode  of  col¬ 
lecting  money  from  the  people  ;  it 
is  enough  to  fay,  that  it  is  con¬ 
demned  by  all  writers  on  taxation, 
as  inconfiftent  with  every  prin¬ 
ciple  connected  with  thofe  fubjeCts, 
JSJor  fhall  I  flop  to  conlider  its 
operation  on  the  agriculture  of 
Ireland  ;  but  I  will  alk,  what  ef¬ 
fect  has  it  had  upon  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  that  country  ?  For  fifty 
years  paft  a  continued  fyftem  of 
aCtive  and  open  refiftance  and  in° 
furreCtion,  under  the  names  of 
White  Boys,  United  Irifhmen,  and 
Threfhers,  has  dillurbed  the  peace 
of  Ireland,  arifing  in  very  great 
degree  from  this  mode  of  paying 
the  clergy. 

“  All  that  I  now  defire  is,  that 


the  houfe  ftiould  pledge  itfelf  to 
inquiry.  I  am  not  about  to  pro- 
pofe  any  fpecific  plan  :  but  my 
great  objeds  are  to  exonerate  the 
peafantry,  to  get  rid  of  the  dired 
payment  by  the  catholic  or  dif- 
fenter  to  the  eftablifhed  clergy¬ 
man,  and  to  give  the  clergy  a  juft 
equivalent.  To  the  feveral  plans 
that  have  been  propofed  of  giving 
land,  or  corn  rents,  or  of  felling 
tythes,  though  very  fit  for  a  coun¬ 
try  like  this,  abounding  in  capi¬ 
tal  ;  as  applicable  to  Ireland  there 
appears  to  me  to  be  great  objec¬ 
tions.  If  the  tythes  were  to  be 
fold,  purc’nafers  would  not  be 
found.  If  land  were  to  be  given 
in  lieu  of  them,  it  would  be  found 
extremely  difficult  to  get  it,  with¬ 
out  paying  extravagant  prices  for 
it ;  and  the  eftablifhment  of  corn 
rents  would  not  obviate  the  objec¬ 
tion  of  diffencers  paying  direCt  to 
the  eftablifhed  clergy 

The  plan  propofed  by  Mr.  Par¬ 
nell  was,  i ft.  That  the  value  of 
each  benefice  fhould  be  afcertained. 
2nd.  The  net  income  of  it  paid  to 
the  treafury.  3rd.  The  improved 
value  of  it  paid  to  the  incumbent 
by  a  regulation  to  provide  againft 
the  effeds  of  the  depreciation  of 
money.  i(  It  may  be  objeded,” 
faid  Mr.  Parnell,  S(  that  in  pro- 
pofing  to  pay  the  clergy  out  of  the 
treafury,  they  will  lofe  the  folid 
fecurity  of  land.  I  anfwer,  that 
tythes  in  Ireland  are  held  by  fuch 
a  tenure,  that  if  the  treafury  went 
they  muft  go  alfo  ;  for  the  fyftem 
of  government  which  preferves  the 
one  muft  continue  in  order  to  fe- 
cure  the  other.  It  may  he  faid, 
too,  that  the  equivalent  propofed 
is  for  the  net  income  and  not  the 
real  value  of  the  full  tenth  of 
produce.  But  if  fuch  a  demand  \a 
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made  on  behalf  of  the  clergy,  I 
muft  make  a  claim  upon  the  clergy 
for  a  diftribution  of  the  tenths  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  original  principles 
on  which  they  were  given  them: 

I  muft  claim  one-fourth  for  the 
bifhop,  one-fourth  for  the  poor, 
and  one-fourth  for  repairing  the 
church. **  After  adverting  to  the 
implied  promife  of  relief  upon  this 
fubjeft,  which  he  contended  had 
been  held  out  to  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land  at  the  time  of  the  union,  Mr. 
Parnell  concluded  by  moving  a 
committee  to  inveftigate  the  whole 
matter, 

Mr.  W.  Pole  diffented  from  the 
motion,  not  from  any  infenfibility 
to  the  extreme  importance  of  the 
fubjeft,  but  becaufe  he  thought  it 
impolitic  to  go  into  a  committee 
upon  it,  without  fome  rational  ex¬ 
pedition  that  inquiry  would  be 
attended  with  fuccefs.  The  griev¬ 
ance  was  unqueftionable,  but  it 
arofe,  in  his  opinion,  from  the 
praftice,  which  for  a  great  many 
years  had  prevailed  generally 
throughout  Ireland,  of  letting 
lands  by  public  cant,  that  is,  of 
letting  them  to  the  higheft  bidder, 
without  any  confideration  of  the 
incumbrances  to  which  the  land 
was  liable.  The  confequence  was, 
that  ignorant  perfons  bid  for  the 
land  and  gave  the  full  value  for 
it,  without  at  all  coniidering  that, 
in  addition  to  the  very  high  price 
that  they  paid,  they  had  alfo  to 
pay  tythes.  The  landlord  forced 
the  tenant  to  pay  the  rent,  and 
when  they  were  unable  to  pay  the 
tythes,  fupported  them  againft  the 
clergy  and  the  proCtor;  fo  that,  in 
faff,  the  landlord  was  the  oppref- 
for,  and  not  the  clergyman,  proc¬ 
tor,  or  lay  impropriator.  The 
fubjeft  had  long  been  under  the 
Vol.  LIT.  or  Vol.  X.  Ne.w  Se 
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confideration  of  minifters,  and  fe- 
veral  bills  had  been  aftually  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  purpofe  of  applying 
fome  remedy,  but  it  was  found  thac 
they  could  not  be  carried  into  ef¬ 
fect  with  juftice  to  the  parties  in- 
terefted.  In  the  plan  propofed  by 
Mr.  Parnell,  the  value  of  the  net 
income,  and  not  the  full  tenth, 
was  to  be  given  to  the  clergy¬ 
man  j  now,  in  many  cafes,  the 
clergyman  did  not  receive  one 
twentieth)  or  even  one  thirtieth; 
and  he  conceived  that  no  fcheme 
would  be  liftened  to  that  did  not 
fully  fecure  the  rights  of  the 
clergy.  Here  was  one  difficulty  ; 
another  was,  that  in  different  parts 
of  Ireland  tythes  were  paid  in  fo 
many  different  ways,  that  it  would 
be  moft  difficult  to  frame  a  fyftem 
that  would  embrace  them  all. 
Again,  Mr.  Parnell  propofed  to 
afcertain  the  net  value  of  the  liv¬ 
ings,  and  impofe  a  tax  on  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  pay  the  clergyman  the  value 
of  this  net  receipt ;  from  which, 
however,  he  would,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  according  to  his  own  prin¬ 
ciple,  have  to  deduct  tythes  paid 
by  all  extremely  poor  perfons.  He 
had  not,  however,  informed  the 
houfe  how  he  meant  to  lay  this 
tax  which  was  to  fupply  the  place 
of  tythes  fo  that  the  mafs  of  the 
people  fhould  not  know  that  they 
were  in  faff  paying  tythe. 

Sir  j  ohn  Newport  infifted  chiefly 
on  the  expectations  held  out  at  the 
time  of  the  union,  one  of  the  firft 
confequences  of  which,  it  was  pro- 
mifed,  would  be  the  complete  com¬ 
mutation  of  tythe  ;  under  the  pre- 
fent  fyftem,  a  great  fum  was  di¬ 
verted  from  the  pockets  of  the 
poor  in  vexatious  law  fuits  with  the 
proffers.  The  mode  too  in  which 
thefe  proftors  often  concluded  their 
lies.  [H]  bargains 
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bargains  with  the  tenantry,  was 
very  productive  of  oppreflion. 

Mr.  Leftie  Poofter  obferved,  that 
a  third  of  the  property  in  tythes 
belonged  to  the  lay  impropriator  ; 
and  as  the  houfe  would  neceffarily 
he  cautious  in  interfering  with  that 
property,  the  principle  of  legi fla- 
tion  now  propofed  mu  ft  be  exclufive- 
ly  applied  to  the  other  two-thirds. 
He  feverely  condemned  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  Irifti  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  in  1736,  by  which  thofe  de¬ 
manding  the  tythe  of  agiftment 
v/ere  declared  enemies  to  their 
country,  as  having  diverted  arable 
into  pafture  land  and  taken  the 
tax  from  the  rich  grazier  to  impofe 
it  on  the  poor  man’s  potatoe  gar¬ 
den.  Thofe  who  approved  of  thus 
taking  half  from  the  clergy,  might 
wifh  to  take  the  whole ;  but  to 
him  it  appeared  much  better  to 
reftore  the  part  taken  away,  than 
by  fecret  meafures  to  form  a  fub- 
ftitute  for  the  remainder.  He  de¬ 
plored  the  fyftem  of  protftorage, 
but  faw  no  profpeCt  of  getting  rid 
of  it  by  any  legiftative  meafures. 
It  carried,  however,  in  itfelf  the 
feeds  of  decay.  There  were  in 
Ireland,  it  appeared,  1180  bene¬ 
fices,  on  which  there  were  only 
740  glebe  houfes,  and  500  of  the 
clergy  were  non-refident.  The  late 
aft  was,  no  doubt,  very  falutary  ; 
but  till  the  glebe  houfes  were  com¬ 
pleted  (which  aftive  exertions 
were  employed  in  carrying  into 
efteft)  complete  residence  could  not 
be  expefted.  As  this  fucceeded, 
the  proCtorage  would  confequently 
decay. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  it  was  not 
the  commutation  that  was  imprac¬ 
ticable,  but  the  ftriCt  levy  of  the 
tythe  that  was  fo.  By  attempt¬ 
ing  to  levy  a  tenth,  the  clergy 

•L 


would,  in  faCt,  involve  their  de- 
ftru&ion  as  a  corporation.  But  if 
practicable,  would  it  be  expedient  ? 
The  church  may  become  too  rich 
for  devotion,  and  then  a  compari- 
fon  will  naturally  grow  out  of  the 
wealth  of  the  eftablifhed  clergy, 
and  the  poverty  of  the  tolerated. 
He  could  anfwer,  however,  for  the 
moderation  of  the  proteftant  cler¬ 
gy,  that  they  fought  no  fucli  in- 
creafe.  A  few,  indeed,  he  had 
found,  fufficiently  quick  fcented  in 
the  purfuit  of  clerical  profit.  They 
were,  however,  but  few  ;  the  ge¬ 
nerality  were  of  a  different  order. 
But  the  tythe  proCtor  was  of  an¬ 
other  fpecies,  and  another  ftamp ; 
a  public  faClor  of  public  rapine  ; 
he  extended  beyond  himfelf  the  in¬ 
famy  of  his  galling  and  griping 
character.  The  church  buffered 
from  the  officious  miniftry  of  thofe 
fordid  harpies.  The  tythe  proCtor 
cannot  help  being  a  tythe  proClor  : 
he  only  follows  his  nature  when  he 
grinds,  and  the  clergy  (hould  be 
removed  to  a  jealous  diftance  from 
the  contagion  of  fuch  a  connec¬ 
tion. 

Dr.  Duigenan  faid,  that  the 
grievance  of  paying  rent  to  a  land¬ 
lord,  might  as  well  be  complained 
of  as  that  of  paying  tythe.  At¬ 
tacks  had  been  made  on  the  proc¬ 
tors,  but  it  was  impoffible  for  the 
proCtor  to  lay  one  tittle  more  than 
had  been  ordered  by  his  employer. 
And  what  were  thofe  tythes  fo 
much  talked  of?  To  his  know¬ 
ledge  not  more  than  five  fhillings 
an  acre  was  levied  in  the  diocefe 
of  Dublin,  a  fum  quite  infignifi- 
cant  when  compared  with  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  land,  and  the  conduCt 
of  the  clergy  in  exacting  them 
was  very  indulgent;  for  after  the 
tythes  were  due  they  were  content 
S\I  •  tO 
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to  take  a  note  at  a  year's  date  for 
the  amount.  It  was  wrong  to  call 
tythes  a  tax ;  the  clergy  was  as 
well  intitled  to  them  as  the  land 
proprietor  to  his  lands  ;  as  to  their 
ievere  operation  upon  the  Roman 
Catholics,  that  could  not  be  thecafe, 
while  forty-nine  parts  out  of  fifty 
of  the  landed  property  of  Ireland 
were  in  the  hands  of  proteftants. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid,  if  gentlemen  would  bring 
forth  any  diftindl  propofition  he 
would  examine  it  with  all  candour 
and  attention,  but  it  would  be  moll 
mifchievoufly  to  delude  the  people 
of  Ireland,  to  appoint  a  committee 
from  which  nothing  could  be  ex- 
pedted.  Mr.  Wilberforce  fpoke  in 
favour  of  the  motion.  On  a  divi- 
iion,  there  were  for  it  48,  againft 
it  69. 

Another  fubjedl,  connedled  with 

the  internal  polity  of  Ireland,  and 

which  infinitely  more  interefted  the 

public  attention,  though  perhaps, 

in  itfelf,  lefs  intimately  connected 

with  the  fubftantial  welfare  of  that 

part  of  the  empire,  was  brought 

under  difcuffion  in  the  courfe  of 

this  feffion.  On  prefenting  a  peti- 

«  ,  tion  for  conftitutional 

reb.  27.  .  ..  r 

1  privileges  from  certain 

catholics  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Grattan 

took  occafion  toftate,  that  having, 

when  laft  addrefiing  the  houfe  in 

behalf  of  the  catholic  claims,  Hated 

that  the  catholics  were  willing  to 

concede  to  the  king  the  right  of 

veto  on  the  nomination  of  their 

bilhops  ;  he  was  forry  to  fay  that 

he  could  not  now  affirm  that  fuch 

were  the  fentiments  of  the  Roman 

Catholics  of  Ireland  upon  that 

fubjedl.  Whether  he  had  mifin- 

formed  the  houfe,  or  the  catholics 

had  been  guilty  of  retradlation,  was 

a  queftion  he  fhould  never  agitate. 
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He  had  always  thought  the  admif- 
fion  of  the  catholics  to  all  the 
rights  of  their  fellow  fubjedls,  a 
meafure  equally  neceffiary  and  juft, 
but  he  had  at  the  fame  time  uni* 
formly  held  that  the  inveftiture  of  a 
foreign  power  with  the  unqualified 
and  arbitrary  right  of  nomination  to 
any  portion  of  our  magiftracy,  was 
calculated  to  awaken  apprehenfion 
of  injurious  confequences  to  thefe 
realms,  and  more  particularly  if 
looked  at  in  reference  to  the  prefent 
fituation  of  the  fpiritual  head  of 
the  catholic  religion,  the  pope, 
who  in  fadt  was,  or  was  likely  to 
be,  a  French  fubjeft.  Thefe  were 
the  fentiments  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lies  themfelves ;  their  opinion  in 
this  refpedl  was  notorious  and  de- 
cifive;  they  were  unanimous  as  to 
the  objedt,  they  differed  only  as  to 
the  means — fince  they  could  not 
agree  to  theVeto,  it  was  abfolutely 
incumbent  upon  the  catholics  to 
adopt  fome  other  mode,  to  (hew 
that  the  admitting  them  to  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  conftitution  was 
wholly  confident  with  its  fafety® 
On  fome  future  day  he  fhould  call 
the  folemn  deliberation  of  the  houfe 
to  fit  in  judgment  upon  this  great 
queftion  ;  for  the  prefent  he  depre¬ 
cated  any  converfation  that  would 
not  fully  embrace  the  fubjedt. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid,  he  could  not  forbear  making 
one  or  two  obfervations  upon  what 
had  fallen  from  Mr.  Grattan.  It 
appeared  that,  whatever  difference 
of  fentiment  had  prevailed  between 
them  upon  the  abftradl  queftion, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  of 
opinion  that  certain  great  and  im¬ 
portant  provifions  were  indifpen- 
fable,  in  order  to  guard  the  confti¬ 
tution  from  the  danger  likely  to 
rife  from  that  conceflion.  It  ap- 
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peared  then  that  they  both  faw  the 
danger,  though  they  did  not  agree 
as  to  the  beft  means  of  providing 
againft  it.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
he  fhould  hear  no  further  charges 
of  intolerance,  when  the  great  ad¬ 
vocate  of  the  catholic  claims  him- 
felf  acknowledged  there  was  fome- 
thing  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
fpiritual  influence  of  the  pope,  in 
the  nomination  of  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  bifhops.  This  was  all  the 
intolerance  of  which  he  (Mr.  P.) 
had  been  guilty.  He  had  all  along 
thought  it  dangerous — fo  now  did 
the  right  lion,  gentlemans  There  was 
another  point  upon  which  he  would 
fay  one  word.  Mr.  Grattan  had 
faid,  that  he  would  never  difeufs 
the  queftion,  whether  he  had  mif- 
anformed  the  houfe,  or  the  catholics 
had  retraced  the  eeflion  of  the 
Veto.  This  was  all  very  well  be¬ 
tween  the  catholics  and  Mr.  Grat¬ 
tan,  but  not  fo  between  Mr.  Grat¬ 
tan  and  that  houfe ;  for  if  the 
houfe  had  been  fo  influenced  by 
that  propofltion,  as  to  have  re- 
•folved  upon  fome  fummary  and  im¬ 
mediate  proceeding,  Mr.  Grattan 
would  have  obtained  from  the 
houfe  a  confent  upon  a  condition) 
which  condition  would  never  have 
been  fulfilled, 

Mr.  Grattan  replied)  that  he 
had  only  afked  the  houfe  to  go  into 
a  committee  upon  the  queflion,  re- 
ferving  for  that  committee  the  mi¬ 
nor  queftions  of  qualifications,  li¬ 
mitation  S)  and  fecurity. 

On  the  i  8th  of  May,  Mr.  Grat¬ 
tan  brought  the  fubjetl  direffly 
under  the  deliberation  of  the  houfe, 
by  moving  a  committee  to  confider 
the  Roman  Catholic  petitions.  Af¬ 
ter  admitting,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  the  neceflity  for  the  domef- 
tic  nomination  of  the  catholic 


bifhops,  he  proceeded  to  difeufs 
the  general  queftion,  and  denied 
the  right  of  the  legiflature  to  make 
partial  or  difabling  ftatutes,  of  to 
reftrift  the  relationfhip  which  man 
holds  to  his  God  independent  of 
fociety.  The  charges  brought  a- 
gainft  the  catholics,  as  fuch,  he 
contended,  were  not  lefs  difproved 
bv  faffs,  than  by  the  very  nature 
of  things,  for  they  would  amount 
to  a  diffolution  of  the  elements  of 
human  fociety.  They  were,  more¬ 
over,  irreconcileable  to  the  truth 
of  the  Chriltian  religion,  for  they 
fuppofed  the  catholic  to  be  worfe 
than  pagan,  or  idolater;  nay,  that 
he  was  rendered  thus  execrable  by 
his  religion.  It  would  follow, 
then,  that  thedefign  of  Chriftianity 
had  been  defeated ;  that  Omnifci- 
ence  had  been  blind,  Omnipotence 
baffled  ;  that  what  we  call  redemp¬ 
tion  was  the  increafe  of  fin,  and 
decreafe  of  falvation  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  that  the  Chriftian  religion  is 
not  divine.  They  who  make  the 
charge  muft  therefore  abandon 
their  arguments,  or  their  religion. 
Well,  then,  this  is  denied  j  the 
religion  is  acquitted,  and  we  muft 
fearch  for  the  fource  of  cenfure  in 
phylical  or  moral  caufes.  But  there 
is  no  phylical  caufe  producing  mo¬ 
ral  depravity.  God  punifhes,  but 
he  does  not  corrupt.  We  have  no 
idea  of  a  moral  peftilence  ;  leaft  of 
all  of  a  party  plague,  which  fhould 
viflt  the  houfe  of  the  catholic,  and 
obediently  retire  from  that  of  the 
proteftant,  living  in  the  fame  vi¬ 
cinity  :  fuch  a  fuppofition  is  non- 
fenfe.  The  caufe  cannot  be  phy- 
fical,  it  muft  be  moral,  therefore  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  it  muft  be  the  laws : 
it  cannot  be  wealth  that  has  caufed 
this  perverfity  in  Ireland,  it  muft 
be  the  penal  laws  and  penal  go¬ 
vernment. 
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vernment,  This  it  is  that  has 
produced  the  alienation  towards 
this  country,  fuppofed  to  harbour 
in  the  minds  of  the  Irifh  catholics: 
or  do  you  fuppofe  that  it  is  the 
foil  of  Ireland,  or  the  air,  or  the 
cucharift  that  produce  that  con- 
clufion,  and  not  the  laws  that  took 
from  the  catholics  their  land,  their 
arms  and  their  civil  liberty.^ 
Thefe  laws  are  a  partial  attainder 
of  the  people  in  mafs,  not  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a&s,  but  on  an  allegation 
of  character  ;  which  character  is 
not  proved,  is  not  true,  and  has 
no  pofftbility  of  truth,  except  fuch 
as  may  arife  from  oppreffion. 
There  is  nothing  therefore  in  the 
catholic  religion,  or  iri  thecompo- 
fnion  of  Irifh  catholics,  that  war¬ 
rants  the  objedion.  But  we  are 
told  to  look  for  it  in  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  England  and  the 
oath  of  the  king.  It  is  late,  very 
late,  to  tell  us  this ;  before  the 
union  we  fhould  have  known  it. 
You  have  taken  away  the  Irifh 
parliament,  and  then  you  tell  the 
Irifh  catholics  that  by  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  the  land  they  muff 
be  excluded  from  ours ! 

Mr.  Grattan  then  proceeded  to 
fhew  that,  in  fad,  there  was  no¬ 
thing  in  the  iaws  alluded  to  in  any 
deg  ree  repugnant  to  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  catholic  in  the  general 
privileges  of  the  conftitution.  He 
ridiculed  the  notion  which  was 
not  unfrequently  urged,  that  the 
catholic  was  not  in  fad  anxious 
for  the  emancipation  fo  much  talked 
of ;  he  equally  ridiculed  the  appre- 
henfions  entertained,  that  the  ad- 
miflion  of  the  catholics  into  parlia¬ 
ment  would  ultimately  overturn 
the  fettlement  of  property,  and  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  church.  The 
rejedion  of  the  claims  of  the  pe¬ 


titioners,  he  faid,  rcfled  on  fix 
wicked  propofitions :  ift.  That 
the  majority  of  the  followers  of 
Chrift  are  the  work  of  the  hnman 
fpecies,  and  that  they  are  render¬ 
ed  thus  bad  by  their  religion.  2d. 
That  the  refult  of  the  Britilh  go¬ 
vernment  in  Ireland  has  been  the 
unqualified  depravity  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants.  3d.  That  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  laws  of  England  are  incompa¬ 
tible  with  the  civil  privileges  of 
the  majority  of  the  Irifh.  4th, 
That  their  firft  magiftrate  isfworn 
againft  their  rights.  3th.  That 
the  proteftantsof  Ireland  have  got*? 
ten  a  great  proportion  of  her  land, 
and  fhould  therefore  difqualify  a 
great  proportion  of  her  people. 
6th.  That  the  proteflant  church  is 
paid  in  a  great  proportion  by  the 
catholics,  and  fhould  for  that  rea- 
fon  deprive  them  of  their  civil  pri¬ 
vileges.  On  the  truth  of  fuch 
monftrous  propofitions  it  is  fup¬ 
pofed  we  are  warranted  to  commit 
on  the  principles  of  hw  four  capi¬ 
tal  violations  ;  namely,  to  conti¬ 
nue  laws  which  are  partial  laws, 
laws  that  are  arbitrary,  laws  that 
punifh  opinions  and  laws  that 
punifh  religion  ;  and  all  this  to  do 
what  ?  To  ruin  your  empire.  For 
what  elfe  but  ruin  is  that  policy 
which  divides  your  people  in  the 
face  of  your  enemy. 

Mr.  Grattan  here  defcribed  the 
ftate  to  which  Ireland  had  been 
reduced  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  laft  century,  under  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  thefe  laws.  With  this 
he  compared  the  effed  produced 
by  the  adoption,  in  1778,  of  a 
more  liberal  and  enlightened  po¬ 
licy.  “  The  exports  of  Ireland  in- 
creafed  above  one  half ;  her  popu¬ 
lation  near  a  third  ;  her  agricul¬ 
ture,  that  was  not  before  able  to 
[H  3]  feed 
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feed  a  (mailer  number  of  inhabit¬ 
ants,  fupplied  an  increafed  popu¬ 
lation  of  one  million,  and  fent  a 
redundancy  to  Great  Britain.  The 
courtier  was  aftonifhed — he  had 
contemplated  fuch  profpeds  as  the 
frenzv  of  the  enthufiaft,  he  read 
that  frenzy  registered  in  the  public 
accounts.  Nor  was  all  this  wealth 
flow  in  coming.  The  nation  ftart- 
ed  into  manhood  at  once.  Young 
Ireland  came  forth  like  a  giant  re¬ 
joicing  in  her  ftrength.  Public 
profpcrity  fo  crowded  on  the  heels 
of  the  ftatute,  that  the  powers  of 
nature  feemed  to  ftand  at  the  right 
hand  of  parliament.  The  leading 
caufes  of  this  were  as  evident  as 
the  fad  :  the  country  became  cul¬ 
tivated,  becaufe  the  laws  that  de¬ 
prived  the  catholic  of  an  intereft 
in  the  foil  were  repealed ;  her  trade 
increafed,  becaufe  the  prohibitions 
on  her  trade  were  removed  ;  and 
the  prohibitions  were  removed  be¬ 
caufe  fne  aflerted  her  liberty,  and 
fhe  aflerted  ,Hr  liberty  becaufe  fne 
fufpended  her  religious  animofity. 
Unanimity  fhut  the  gates  of  ftrife, 
and  Providence  opened  the  gates 
of  commerce.  Providence  had 
whipped  the  country  through  a 
century  with  her  own  ads  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  blefled  her  on  the  re¬ 
peal  of  them ;  and  fo  conneded 
were  the  penal  laws  and  the  po¬ 
verty — the  crime  and  the  punifh- 
xnent,  that  it  did  not  feem  to  be  a 
feries  of  caufe  and  effed  ;  but  a 
fuperior  power  Handing  in  the 
ifland,  vifible,  infliding  with  its 
]a(h  and  exhorting  with  its  bounty, 
and  fuggefting,  by  the  indelible 
leflbns  of  woe  and  weal,  to  my 
country  how  to  get  her  liberty, 
and  yours  how  to  fecure  her  em¬ 
pire.*- 9 

I  have  drawn/*  continued  Mr,  ^ 


Grattan,  example  from  my  own 
country  ;  I  pafs  over  others.  5 
might— I  do  not  detail  the  gloomy 
catalogue  of  defpotic  governments, 
whofe  yoke  has  been  eftablifhed 
by  religious  difcord ;  or  of  em¬ 
pires  like  that  of  the  Greeks 
erafed ;  or  of  nations,  like  your 
own  at  certain  periods,  flung  to 
madnefs  by  that  inexorable  fury. 
I  avoid  the  dungeon  of  theology, 
the  madhoufe  of  cafuiftry,  and  the 
noify  tribe  of  the  fedarians ;  nor  do 
I  dwell  on  their  bookifli  igno¬ 
rance  and  their  vulgar  turbulence, 
nor  tell  with  what  fury  they 
fought,  and  what  feeblenefs  they 
reafoned ;  and  how  they  ever  a- 
bufed  their  vidories  over  each 
other ;  trampled  on  one  another’s 
liberty,  abandoned  their  own  ;  for¬ 
got  their  God,  and  fated  the  wild- 
eft  revenge  with  all  the  fpiteful 
cant  of  hypocritical  devotion. 
They  did  not  want  their  king-cry 
and  their  church-cry,  nor  any  of 
that  public  rant  with  which,  for 
political  purpofes,  the  public  cheat 
panders  the  name  of  his  Maker.  I 
pafs  over  the  contentious  hiftory  of 
my  own  country  ;  the  afhes  are 
yet  warm,  and  I  fear  to  tread  on 
thofe  perilous  materials,  or  to  re¬ 
kindle  a  flame  where  oblivion  is 
patriotifm,  and  concord  is  falva- 
tion  ;  doubting  whether  I  poflefs 
the  good  qualities,  certain  that  I 
ftiare  all  the  infirmities  of  my  na¬ 
tion,  I  have  no  right  in  another 
country  to  criticife  my  own,  but 
am  obliged  by  duty,  and  led  by 
inclination,  to  defend  her-— pro- 
teftant  and  catholic,  without  dif- 
tindion  and  with  unabated  fidelity. 
Sufficient  to  fay,  that  in  her  reli¬ 
gious  contefts,  the  different  parti- 
zans  did  what  all  religious  parti, 
zans  ever  do,  they  abufed  their 

vidory. 
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vidlory  and  they  paid  the  penalty  ; 
the  catholics  loft  their  land,  the  pro- 
leftants  loft  their  liberty,  and  both 
a  free  conftitution.  The  times  I 
allude  to  are  paft,  the  religious  fpi- 
rit  that  inflamed  them  is  paft  ;  Bel- 
lona  has  recalled  her  learned  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  much  theology  and  much 
metaphyflcs — Bedlam  has  (hut  her 
gates  upon  them ;  bigotry  is  now 
no  more  than  a  fpent  fury.  Three 
hundred  years  have  been  fuflicient 
to  fubdue  one  miferable  madnefs ; 
the  great  bodies  and  eftablifliments 
that  formerly  petitioned  againft  the 
catholics,  have  either  recalled  their 
thunder  or  exprefled  their  appro¬ 
bation.  There  is  not  on  your  ta¬ 
ble  a  Angle  petition  againft  the 
catholics,  the  city  of  London  has 
not  ftirred  ;  the  city  of  Dublin  has 
reje&ed  an  anti-catholic  addrefs  ; 
•the  univerfity  of  Dublin  has  done 
the  lame  ;  the  univerflty  of  Oxford, 
in  her  late  diftinguilhed  appoint¬ 
ment,  has  marked  her  approbation 
of  the  principles  of  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty.  You  yourfelves 
have  led  the  way.  You  have  ef- 
tabliftied  popery  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  conveyed  it  with  all  its 
ceremonies  to  South  America.  You 
employ  Irifhmen  and  Irifli  money 
to  fupport  it  in  the  Peninfula,  and 
there  is  not  a  catholic  on  the  globe 
whom  you  have  not  embraced,  ex¬ 
cept  your  fellow  fubjedfs.,i> 

Sir  J.  C.  Hippifley  feconded  the 
motion,  in  a  fpeech  of  much  in¬ 
formation,  but  of  fuch  extraordi¬ 
nary  length,  that  it  alone  occupied 
the  remainder  of  the  debate,  an 
adjournment  being  moved  the  mo¬ 
ment  that  the  hon.  baronet  fat 
down.  When  the  debate  was  re- 
M  .  r  fumed,  Sir  William  Scott 
y  rofe  and  faid  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  offer  himfelf  thus  early 


[119 

to  the  houfe,  as  he  had  to  ftate  not 
merely  his  own  fentiments,  but 
thofe  of  the  univerflty  which  he 
reprefented.  They  had  been  given 
to  underftand  that  their  late  elec* 
tion  of  a  chancellor  had  been  con- 
fldered  in  that  houfe  as  implying  a 
departure  from  their  former  opinions 
on  this  fubjedi.  The  compliment 
paid  them  by  the  hon.  mover,  upon 
this  proof  of  increafed  liberality 
they  begged  leave  to  decline, 
though  with  all  private  refpedl 
for  the  quarter  from  which  it  came. 
My  conftituents,  faid  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam,  obje£l  to  thefe  petitions  be- 
caufe  they  conflder  them  injurious 
to  the  civil  and  religious  eftablifh- 
ments  of  their  country,  and  I  ftate 
this  with  the  more  fatisfadlion,  as 
it  is  an  opinion  in  unifon  with  my 
own. 

<£  The  practical  wifdom  of  man¬ 
kind  has  generally  acquiefced  that 
it  is  fit  there  ftiould  be  a  na¬ 
tional  religion  connedled  with  the 
ftate,  with  a  liberal  toleration  for 
thofe  who  are  of  different  religious 
perfuaftons.  Upon  thefe  princi¬ 
ples  the  conftitution  of  our  own 
country  has  refted  in  the  moft  en¬ 
lightened  times.  But  the  right 
hon.  mover  did  not  appear  to  me 
to  adhere  very  exaftly  to  the  fame 
principles,  reflecting  this  connec¬ 
tion,  in  every  part  of  his  very 
eloquent  fpeech.  He  laid  down, 
in  broad  terms,  that  religion  was 
a  matter  entirely  between  the  con- 
fcience  of  the  individual  and  the 
fupreme  being ;  that  the  ftate  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  But  he  did 
likewife  admit,  in  another  part, 
that  u  ftiould  Ireland  be  invaded 
while  the  Pope  was  in  his  prefent 
condition,  the  fpiritual  authority 
of  that  pontiff  might  be  moft  for¬ 
midably  employed  againft  the  fafety 
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of  that  country and  how  ?  by 
the  influence  which  that  fpiritual 
authority  has  over  the  confciences 
of  Catholics.  Iffo,  he  admits  the 
pofition,  that  religious  opinions 
may  poflibly  be  attended  with  ci¬ 
vil  dangers,  and  that  the  ftate 
lias  an  intereft  in  checking  and  a 
right  to  check  the  a&ivity  of  fuch 
opinions ;  and  certainly  a  right  to 
refufe  to  entruft  the  holders  of 
them  with  fuch  portions  of  civil  au¬ 
thority  as  may,  under  poffible  cir- 
cumflances,  be  applied  to  its  ruin.” 

£(  With  refpefl  to  the  petitions 
before  us,  they  propofe  nothing 
but  an  unqualified  repeal,  and  the 
motion  for  a  committee  does  not 
itfelf  propofe  any  thing  more. 
The  right  hon.  mover,  indeed,  has 
dated  his  objecl  to  be  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  terms  on  which  this 
repeal  is  to  be  complied  with,  ad¬ 
mitting,  without  referve,  that  with¬ 
out  terms  this  compliance  cannot 
be  given.  This  admiflion  is  per¬ 
fectly  new,  on  his  part,  and  I 
ihould  be  glad  to  know  what  cir- 
cumftances  have  led  to  it.  Sup- 
pofe,  however,  the  committee  to 
be  formed,  what  is  to  be  their  em¬ 
ployment  ?  Are  they  to  take  into 
confideration  petitions  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  mover  to  be  inad- 
mifiible  upon  their  own  terms,  and 
then  try  their  luck  in  finding  out 
conditions  on  which  they  might 
deem  k  fafe  to  comply,  but  which 
conditions  there  is  no  reafon  what¬ 
ever  for  fuppofing  that  the  peti¬ 
tioners  will  accept  ?  We  have 
every  reafon  to  infer,  from  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  petitioners,  that  no 
fuch  change  has  taken  place  in 
their  minds  as  I  have  remarked 
in  the  language  of  their  advo¬ 
cates  ;  their  demand  of  the  re¬ 
peal  is  Hill  unconditional.  The 


conclufion,  therefore,  is  that  if 
both  parties  are  confident,  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee  can  lead 
to  nothing ;  becaufe,  if  the  com¬ 
mittee  ads  upon  the  principle  of 
exacting  conditions,  it  will,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  negative  the  petition  ;  and  if 
the  committee  does  not  exaCt  them, 
the  petitioners  muft  negative  the 
refult  of  the  committee's  labours. 

( ■  The  right  hour,  mover  has 
fairly  declared  the  kind  of  fecu- 
rity  he  would  require,  viz.  a  do- 
meftic  nomination  of  their  prelates. 
But  was  he  enabled  to  give  any  af- 
furance  that  this  fecurity  would  be 
furniftied  ?  No  fuch  thing  ;  he  reli¬ 
ed  merely  upon  his  own  reafonings 
that  it  is  fit  it  Ihould  be  furnifhed, 
and  thence  inferred  that  it  might 
probably  be  expeCted.  But  he 
cannot  furely  have  forgotten  how 
little,  in  the  event,  at  lead:,,  the 
fame  premifes  led  to  the  fame 
conclufion  in  the  affair  of  the 
the  Veto.  From  the  refult  of  that 
propofition,  it  is  evident  that  con- 
fiderations  of  propriety  and  fitnefa 
(as  they  drlke  his  mind)  are  no 
fufficient  grounds  for  a  rational  ex¬ 
pectation  of  fuccefs  in  the  offer. 
I  confefs,  that  wdthout  knowing 
didindlly  the  grounds  on  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  builds  his 
hopes,  it  appears  to  me  infinitely 
lefs  probable  that  this  fcheme  of 
domedic  nomination  would  be  ac¬ 
ceded  to  than  the  rejected  Veto. 
Is  the  power  to  nominate  to  rebde 
in  the  other  prelates  of  the  church, 
independently  of  the  pontiff,  from 
whom  they  derive  their  own  fpi¬ 
ritual  authority  ?  Is  it  at  all  likely 
that  they  would  concur  in  a  form 
of  appointment  fo  little  confonant 
to  the  general  fenfe  and  conditution 
of  their  church?  If  the  laity  are  to 
fhare  in  tbe  nomination,  would  that 
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foe  lefs  than  an  entire  fchifmatical 
defedion  from  the  whole  of  their 
ecclefiaftical  eftablilhment  ?  I  fee 
nothing  in  the  hiftory  of  that  peo¬ 
ple  that  Ihould  induce  us  to  exped 
fuch  conceflion.  They  rejected  the 
Veto  with  horror  and  difdain ;  I 
honor  them  for  a  eonfcientious  ad¬ 
herence  to  the  principles  of  their 
faith  in  fo  rejecting  if.  But  I  muft 
honeftly  confefs  that  the  reverence 
which  I  feel  for  their  conduct 
would  be  much  diminifhed,  did 
they  incline  to  adopt  the  prefen t 
propofal,  which  goes  to  a  much 
wider  departure  from  the  doctrines 
of  that  church  than  the  propofition 
of  the  Veto  itfelf. 

<(  Again  ;  how  is  this  machine 
of  domeftic  nomination  to  be  put 
on  the  wheels  ?  Is  the  pontiff  to  be 
confulted  or  is  he  not  ?  If  he  is, 
how  can  that  be  done  in  his  pre- 
fent  captivity  ?  Can  he  accept  any 
concordat  but  fuch  as  is  didated 
by  his  gaoler  Napoleon  ?  And  I 
beg  to  afk  what  fort  of  concordat 
is  likely  to  be  approved  of  by  that 
inexorable  oppreffor,  which  comes 
to  him  under  the  defcription  that 
it  is  intended  to  prevent  the  fuccefs 
of  French  interference  in  Ireland  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  will  the  catho¬ 
lic  church  in  Ireland  ufurp  the 
fundions  of  the  pontiff  while  he  is 
languifhing  in  obfcure  and  helplefs 
captivity  without  his  knowledge 
and  approbation  ?  I  fee  no  difpofi- 
tion  to  fuch  a  proceeding  in  the 
catholic  laity  in  Ireland  ;  ftill  lefs 
in  their  catholic  bifhops,  nor  do  I 
believe  that  any  fuch  exifts.  Sup- 
poftng,  however,  all  thefe  difficul¬ 
ties  to  be  furmounted,  how  is  the 
intercourfe  that  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  purpofes  of  confir¬ 
mation!  and  invefliture  to  be  main¬ 
tained  with  the  pope  ?  Certainly 


not  without  the  permiffion  of  the 
perfon  in  whofe  cuftody  he  is  ; 
and  the  permiffion  that  may  be 
granted  may  likewife  be  refufed. 
In  fad,  the  whole  arrangement 
feems  to  projed  little  lefs  than  the 
transfer,  to  Buonaparte,  of  that 
power  of  Veto,  which  the  catho¬ 
lics,  upon  eonfcientious  principles, 
have  refufed  to  allow  to  their  own 
fovereign.  In  every  view  in  which 
I  can  contemplate  the  projed,  it 
is  impradicable  and  hopelefs  as  far 
as  the  catholics  are  concerned. 
Whether,  if  it  were  pradicable,  it 
is  that  in  which  proteflants  fhould 
acquiefce  with  entire  fatisfadion ; 
whether  we  ought  to  confider  it  as 
a  fufficient  fecurity  again!!  the  over¬ 
bearing  influence  which  the  hie¬ 
rarchy  of  that  church  exercifes  over 
its  members,  and  is,  furely,  not 
unlikely  to  exercife  again!!  the  in¬ 
ter  eft  and  fafety  of  the  proteftant 
church,  is  another  queftion.  Some¬ 
thing  more,  even  then,  might  be 
requilite  for  the  fafety  of  the  pro- 
teftant  eftablilhment  than  this  do¬ 
meftic  nomination.  But  when  you 
combine  with  this,  the  apprehen- 
iions  arifing  out  of  foreign  influ¬ 
ence,  diredly  hoftile  to  every  in- 
tereft  which  the  ftate  is  bound  to 
proted  from  danger,  and  the  im- 
poffibility  of  excluding  that  inte- 
reft  by  any  barrier  which  this  mea- 
fure  propofes  to  ered,  I  cannot  for 
a  moment  hefitate  to  give  this 
meafure  my  decided  negative.  It 
calls  for  a  committee  to  confider  a 
propofal  which  appears  to  be  un¬ 
attainable  in  itfelf,  and  which,  if 
it  could  be  attained,  would  not 
give  that  fecurity  to  the  ftate  and 
to  its  eftablifhments,  which  they 
have  a  right  to  demand  and  a  duty 
to  maintain  again!!  the  dangers  of 
probable  aggroA'icn.” 
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Sir  John  Newport  afferted  that 
the  catholics  claimed  nothing  but 
their  birthright,  and  nothing  but 
what  had  been  explicitly  promifed 
to  them  in  every  thing  ftiort  of  a 
bond  at  the  time  of  the  union. 
Lord  Cadlereagh  faid  he  had  never 
conddered  the  quedion  in  this  light. 
Their  claims  he  had  always  thought 
could  only  be  conditutionaliy  ar¬ 
gued  on  grounds  of  expediency 
and  fo  far  as  they  might  be  confid¬ 
ent  with  the  liability  of  the  con- 
llitution,  more  efpecially  of  the 
ecclefiadical  branch  of  it.  Upon 
this  principle  he  had  fupported  the 
union  as  the  only  meafure  calcula¬ 
ted  by  placing  the  whole  fabric 
of  government  on  the  balls  of  a 
correfponding  population  to  enable 
the  Hate  to  adopt  a  courfe  of  greater 
political  indulgence  to  the  catho¬ 
lics  ;  but  it  had  never  been  his 
opinion,  nor  that  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that 
fuch  conceflions  could  be  made  with¬ 
out  qualifications  and  redridfions. 

i(  The  catholic  hierarchy  of  Ire¬ 
land/'  Taid  Lord  C.  “  is  known  to 
be  at  this  day  in  a  date  of  more 
complete  and  unqualified  depend- 
ance  upon  a  foreign  authority  than 
any  other  catholic  church  in  Europe. 
It  is  no  reproach  to  the  Iridi  catho¬ 
lic  clergy,  that  the  liberties  of  their 
church  have  not,  in  former  times, 
been  as  fuccefsfully  vindicated  a- 
gaind  the  fee  of  Home,  as  thofe  of 
the  Gallican  or  other  Roman  ca¬ 
tholic  churches  have  been  ;  fuch  ef¬ 
fects  have  feldom  been  made  fuccefs¬ 
fully  except  in  concert  with,  and  at 
the  indance  of,  the  date  itfelf.  It 
has  been  the  unfortunate  policy  of 
the  Britifh  government  fince  the  re¬ 
formation,  indead  of  endeavouring 
to  limit  and  controul  papal  autho¬ 
rity,  to  aim  at  a  fruitlefs  and  inef¬ 
fectual  exclufion  of  what  they  never 


did,  or  could  effectually  exclude. 
The  date  and  the  Roman  catholics 
have  therefore  obvioudy  a  common 
intered  in  obtaining  fuch  fafeguards 
againd  the  abufe  of  papal  authority, 
as  other  dates,  both  protedant  and 
catholic,  have  edablilhed  without 
prejudice  to  the  principles  of  the 
Roman  catholic  church,  and  with 
the  full  acquiefcence  and  fanftion 
of  the  pope  himfelf  ;  and  if  at  for¬ 
mer  periods  fuch  fecurities  were 
definable,  they  are  now  indifpenfa- 
ble,  when  the  pontiff  himfelf  is  a 
prifoner  in  the  territories  of  the 
enemy." 

iC  Thefe  were  the  feelings  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  government  at  the  time 
of  the  union,  and  thofe  upon  which 
I  was  authorifed  at  that  period  to 
communicate  with  the  catholic 
clergy.  It  was  didindtly  under- 
dood  that  the  condderation  of  the 
political  claims  of  the  catholics 
mud  remain  for  the  condderation 
of  the  imperial  parliament ;  but  the 
expediency  of  making  fome  provi- 
don  for  their  clergy  was  fo  gene¬ 
rally  acknowledged,  even  by  thofe 
averfe  to  political  cefiions,  that  a 
communication  was  ofiicially  open¬ 
ed  with  the  heads  of  their  clergy 
on  the  fubjedL  The  refult  of  their 
deliberations  was,  that  ten  of  their 
bifhops,  including  the  four  metro¬ 
politans,  drew  up  and  laid  before 
government  certain  refolutions, 
which  after  declaring  u  that  in  the 
appointment  of  the  prelates  of  the 
Roman  catholic  religion,  fuch  in¬ 
terference  of  the  government  as 
may  enable  it  to  be  fatisfied  of  the 
loyalty  of  the  perfon  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  is  jud  and  ought  to  be  agreed 
to,"  propofed  didindlly  the  fydem 
of  the  Veto,  and  added  that  the 
nomination  of  parilh  prieds,  with  a 
certificate  of  their  having  taken  the 
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oath  of  allegiance  fhould  be  notified 
to  government.  Thefe  refolutions 
which  I  received  from  the  heads  of 
the  church,  correfponded  perfectly 
with  thofe  which  Mr.  Ponfonby 
was  authorifed  by  Dr.  Milner  to 
open  to  parliament  in  1807,  ar*d 
the  houfe  will  judge  of  my  fur- 
prife  when  it  was  ftated  that  they 
could  not  be  acceded  to  by  the  ca¬ 
tholics,  and  that  the  bilhops  who 
had  figned  the  refolutions  had  been 
terrified  by  the  Irifh  government 
of  the  day,  into  meafures  which 
they  afterwards  upon  reflection  dis¬ 
approved  V* 

Lord  Caftlereagh  then  explained 
that  the  Veto  propofed  was  far 
from  being  confidered  as  implying 
any  direfr  controul  over  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  bifhops,  this  be¬ 
ing  of  all  others  the  power  with 
which  government  would  have  been 
moft  unwilling  to  charge  itfelf. 
The  foie  objeCt  in  view  was  the 
obtaining  for  the  proteftants  a  fe- 
curity  that  no  perfion  fhould  here¬ 
after  beeleded  bifhop,  of  whofe  cha- 
rader  as  a  loyal  man  and  good  fub- 
jed  the  ftate  was  not  previoufly  fa- 
tisfied.  Dired  patronage  was  quite 
unneceffary  for  this  purpofe,  and 
would  only  have  created  unneceffary 
jealoufy,  and  deprived  the  indivi¬ 
dual  chofen  of  the  refped  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  thofe  committed  to  his 
care.  The  effed  of  the  provifion 
would  have  been  moft  falutary  ;  by 
entrufting  the  government  with  the 
means  of  excluding  dangerous  men 
from  the  exercife  of  fuch  import¬ 
ant  powers,  the  proteftants  would 
have  been  conciliated  and  fatisfied  ; 
and  the  catholic  clergy  growing 
up  in  fuch  communication  with  the 
ftate  under  which  they  lived,  would 
have  felt  that  it  was  not  lefs  their 
iwtereft  than  their  duty  to  main¬ 


tain,  at  all  times*  a  reputation  for 
loyalty  and  fidelity.  They  would 
have  felt  too,  in  times  of  popular 
tumult  and  delufion,  that  they  had 
at  leaft  fomething  on  which  they 
might  fubfift  without  being  com¬ 
pelled  to  flatter  the  paftions  of  their 
mifguided  flock,  till  the  period  of 
intemperance  had  puffed  away. 

<(  The  catholic  clergy,”  conti¬ 
nued  Lord  C.  “  ftudioufly  difclaim 
any  other  than  a  purely  fpiritual  al¬ 
legiance  to  the  foreign  head  of  their 
church,  but  they  muft  be  too  well 
verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind, 
not  to  feel  that  fo  long  as  fpiritual 
authority  is  exercifed  by  men,  it  is 
prone  to  mix  itfelf  in  temporal  con¬ 
cerns,  and  that  a  time  may  return 
when  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
See  of  Rome,  if  not  reftrained  by 
wholefome  regulations,  may  be 
turned  againft  the  interefts  and  fe- 
curity  of  the  ftate.  Why  is  the 
Britifh  government  alone  of  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  to  remain  expofed 
to  a  danger  againft  which  it  has  been 
the  invariable  policy  of  all  other 
ftates,  Roman  catholic  as  well  as 
proteftant  to  provide  ?  Why  fhould 
Auftria,  France,  nay,  Spain  itfelf, 
have  feduloufly  excluded  the  See  of 
Rome  from  any  intercourfe  with 
their  church,  except  through  the 
ftate,  unlefs  they  were  fatisfied  that 
fuch  a  power,  if  fecretly  exercifed 
over  the  clergy,  might  and  mull 
be  abufed  ?  And  if  fuch  has  been 
the  invariable  conduct  of  catholic 
ftates,  can  the  Romanifts  of  Ireland 
complain  if  the  proteftant  ftate  of 
this  realm  fhould  regard  that  fo¬ 
reign  power  with  fimilar  fentiments 
of  jealoufy,  and  infill  upon  corre- 
fponding  meafures  of  fecurity  and 
precaution  ?  Again,  if  the  fove- 
reigns  of  Ruftia  and  Pruflia  claimed 
not  only  the  tight  of  excluding  all 
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briefs  or  refcripts  from  the  See  of 
Rome,  not  previoufly  fubmitted  to 
their  temporal  authority  ;  if  they 
further  affumed,  with  the  full  ac¬ 
quiescence  of  the  pontiff  in  prac¬ 
tice,  the  direct  and  pofitive  nomi¬ 
nation  of  all  the  Roman  catholic 
fees  in  their  dominions  ;  if  regula¬ 
tions  fimilar  in  principle  have  pre¬ 
vailed  in  proteftant  flates,  popular 
in  their  form  of  government,  fnall 
it  be  imputed  as  a  demand  unrea¬ 
sonable  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh 
crown,  not  actually  to  nominate, 
but  to  have  the  power  of  excluding 
perfons  from  the  exercife  of  the 
epifcopal  functions  in  whofe  loy¬ 
alty  the  king  cannot  confide  ? 
That  any  repugnance  would  have 
been  found  in  the  late  or  prefent 
pontiff  to  this  limited  interference 
on  the  part  of  our  government  has' 
always  been  denied  by  perfons  molt 
competent  to  anfwer  for  their  fen- 
timents.  Does  it  become  then  the 
Irifh  Roman  catholics  to  raife  dif¬ 
ficulties  on  this  head  ?  They  ought 
to  recoiled!  that  their  church  being 
flridlly  a  papal  church  peculiarly 
warrants  the  flate  in  fuch  a  de¬ 
mand.  Founding  their difciplineand 
church  government  principally  on 
the  canons  of  the  Council  of  Trent, 
a  council  which  pointedly  faved  to 
the  See  of  Rome  all  its  rights  and 
privileges  in  the  moft  extended  and 
objedfionable  fenfe,  and  which  has 
never  been  acknowledged  in  points 
of  difcipline  by  the  Gaiiican  and 
other  free  churches,  the  Irifh 
church  is  at  this  day  one  of  the 
moft  dependent  in  Europe. — Do 
they  mean  then  to  defcribe  them- 
felves  as  fuch  fepara tills  from  the 
whole  body  of  the  Roman  catholics 
in  Europe,  that  confidently  with 
the  principles  of  their  religion, 
they  cannot  enter  into  any  connec¬ 


tion  with  the  flate  under  which 
they  live  ?  In  this  cafe  the  infer¬ 
ence  is,  not  that  the  Roman  catho¬ 
lic  religion  itfelf  is  the  obflacle, 
but  the  belief  and  pradlice  of  it  at 
this  day  prevalent  in  Ireland.  Are 
the  Roman  catholics  prepared  for 
fuch  an  avowal  ?  If  fo,  they  mull, 
I  conceive,  wait  till  better  times 
and  better  notions  prevail  on  their 
part  before  they  can  hope  to  urge 
their  claims  with  any  profpedl  of 
faGGeds.” 

Lord  Oafllereash  then  went  on 
to  argue  the  compatibility  of  the 
provifion  alluded  to  with  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  eflablifhed  church 
in  all  its  rights.  He  pofitively 
denied  that  any  pledges  on  this 
fubjedl  wrere  given  the  catholics 
at  the  time  of  the  union.  He 
could  fee  no  objedl  to  be  obtained 
in  going  into  the  committee  pro- 
pofed,  when  the  catholics  were  nei¬ 
ther  prepared  nor  enabled  to  com¬ 
ply  with  what  is  allowed  even  by 
the  right  hon.  mover  to  be  an  ef- 
fentiai  preliminary  ;  he  thought 
too  that  the  public  mind  was  not 
as  yet  ripe  for  the  meafure  :  that  the 
lndifpofition  was  too  general  and 
too  ftrong. 

Mr.  W.  Lamb,  and  General 
Mathew,  fupported  the  motion, 
lefs  by  any  attempt  to  difprove 
or  take  off  the  arguments  of  the 
preceding  fpeakers,  than  by  vehe¬ 
mently  infilling  upon  the  immi¬ 
nent  perils  to  which  even  a  de¬ 
lay  in  conciliating  Ireland  would 
inevitably  fubjedl  the  empire. 
“  However  we  may  abhor, ”  faid 
Mr.  Lamb,  “the  atrocities  of  our 
enemy,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  look 
upon  his  charadler  with  fomething 
of  a  fuperftitious  awe  and  venera¬ 
tion.  His  adlions  fcarcely  refem- 
ble  thofe  of  human  conquerors  j 
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they  may  rather  be  compared  to 
thofe  great  phyfical  convulfions, 
by  which  nature  effe&s  her  changes 
over  the  face  of  the  habitable 
globe.  And  what  have  we,  cir- 
cumfcribed  as  we  are  in  power 
and  dominion,  to  oppofe  to  this 
enormous  power  fo  united  and  fo 
diredled  ?”  The  queftipn,  faid  Ge¬ 
neral  Mathew,  was  no  lefs  than 
this  —whether  the  empire  of  Great 
Britain  fhall  exift  any  longer  great 
and  independent,  or  fhare  the  fate 
of  the  other  empires  and  kingdoms 
in  Europe,  and  crouch  at  the  feet 
of  a  conqueror,  I  do  not  fcruple 
to  fay,  that  for  600  years  England 
has  been  the  opprelfor  of  Ireland. 
She  was  fo  in  the  reign  of  Eliza¬ 
beth,  and  a  fyftem  equally  barba¬ 
rous  has  been  followed  up  even  in 
the  prefen t  reign  :  I  myfelf  faw 
in  the  city  of  Dublin  and  other 
parts  of  Ireland,  in  the  year  1 798, 
fcenes  which  will  excite  horror  in 
the  recital.  I  faw  honeft  men 
dragged  from  their  families,  and 
thrown  into  prifons  without  proof 
or  trial.  I  did  fee  them  feized 
by  military  force,  dripped  and 
tied  up  to  triangles  and  halberds, 
and,  contrary  to  all  laws  human  and 
divine,  barbaroufly  whipped,  flog¬ 
ged,  tortured,  or  half-hanged,  and 
infamoufly  forced  to  confefs  crimes 
of  which  they  were  innocent,  and 
which  they  confefled  merely  be- 
caufe  unable  to  endure  more  pain. 
I  did  fee  men  in  hundreds  infuited 
beyond  endurance,  and  lying  in 
ditches  in  a  dying  ftate,  after  their 
houfes  had  been  burnt  and  their 
little  property  reduced  to  afhes ; 
their  wives  or  filters  ravilhed  be¬ 
fore  their  faces,  and  fome  of  their 
daughters,  children  of  ten  years 
of  age,  barbaroufly  and  inhumanly 
defiled  by  a  rabble  rout  of  Englilh 


fencibles  and  German  mercena^ 
ries.” 

“  A  different  fyftem  prevailed 
for  awhile  when  Lord  Camden  \v as- 
withdrawn,  and  Lord  Cornwallis 
fent  in  his  place  ;  conciliation  was 
tried,  and  tranquillity  inftantly 
followed.  But  the  amnefty  was 
Ihortly  afterwards  broken  by  the 
government  party.  And  after 
this  would  any  man  wonder  if  the 
people  of  Ireland  fhould  be  roufed 
to  revenge?  Was  there  not  caufe 
for  refentment  in  the  cold-blooded 
murders  of  their  fathers,  mothers, 
and  brothers?  In  the  pollution  and 
defilement  of  their  wives,  filters, 
and  daughters  ?  And  yet,  notwith- 
Itanding  the  butchery  of  40,000 
of  them  in  that  year,  the  people 
of  Ireland  remained  true  to  their 
allegiance.  Will  any  man,  then, 
come  forward  and  tell  us,  that  fucli 
men  are  not  to  be  trailed  ?  Is  it 
not  madnefs  to  refufe  to  four  mil¬ 
lions  of  loyal  fubje<5ts,  men  of 
whom  one  half  of  your  army  and 
navy  are  compofed,  the  enjoyment 
of  thofe  privileges  enjoyed  by 
their  countrymen  of  a  different 
perfuafion  ?  I  call  upon  you  in  the 
name  of  God  and  of  my  country 
for  the  emancipation  of  thefe  my 
brave  and  loyal  countrymen ! 
Your  refufal  mull  tend  to  the  fub- 
verfion  of  the  empire.  So  foon  as 
Napoleon  fh all  have  finifhed  the 
conquell  of  Spain  he  will  have  all  the 
ports  of  Europe  in  his  power,  where¬ 
in  he  can  prepare  and  man  his  fleet  in 
fpite  of  your  blockading  fyftem; 
and  they  may  fail  from  ports  fo  con¬ 
venient  to  the  Irifh  Ihores,  that  no 
man  can  foretel  the  moment  in 
which  they  may  come  upon  you. 
Ireland,  if  difaffefted,  would  bring 
into  the  field  300,000  fighting 
men  fit  for  fervice  ;  they  could 

reinforce 


4 


126]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


reinforce  that  army  in  fix  weeks, 
with  a  levy  of  6o,oco  more. 
What  then  would  be  the  fate  of 
this  country  in  cafe  of  an  inva- 
lion  with  Ireland  in  hoHility  ?  By 
fuch  a  change  the  Irifh  would 
have  every  thing  to  gain  and  no¬ 
thing  to  lofe.  They  would  form 
a  government  of  their  own.  Thev 
would  abolifk  penal  laws,  they 
would  abolifh  tythes,  and  not  pay 
one  fifth  of  the  taxes  they  do  at  pre- 
fent.  They  would  fa  ve  to  home  ex¬ 
penditure  the  whole  of  thofe  rents 
paid  to  the  abfentee  proprietors  of 
landed  eftates.  Thev  would  o-et  rid 

J  O 

of  60  millions  of  your  public  debt. 
They  would  get  rid  of  your  ef- 
tablifhment  in  church  and  Hate. 
And  if  by  your  oppreflion  they 
fhould  be  driven  to  a  feparation, 
you  could  never  afterwards  be 
able  to  fubdue  them.  In  forty- 
eight  hours  they  could  effect  their 
purpofe.  They  could  feize  on 
your  fortreffes  and  fecure  as  hof- 
tages  all  the  members  of  your  go¬ 
vernment  there.  The  practicabi¬ 
lity  of  all  I  have  Hated,  was 
proved  before  the  fecret  committee 
of  the  Irifh.  parliament,  by  four 
leading  perfons,  who  at  leaH  well 
knew*  the  refources  of  the  country. 
Neverthelefs,  if  you  are  content 
to  be  wife,  there  exifts  at  this  time 
a  powerful  party  in  Ireland  at¬ 
tached  to  the  true  intereHs  of  that 
country  and  daily  increaling  in 
Hrength.  The  intereHs  of  that 
country  are  the  intereHs  of  this, 
and  complete  emancipation  is  all 
that  is  wanting  to  make  the  Bri- 
tifh  empire  invulnerable.'’ 

Lord  Jocelyn  oppofed  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  contended  that  the 
true  grievance  of  Ireland  lav  in 
the  perpetual  abfence  of  the  noble¬ 
men  and  gentlemen  owners  of  great 
landed  eitates,  and  that  until  they 


condefcended  to  refide  occaficnally 
among  thofe  tenantry  whofe  in- 
dullry  turniihes  the  means  of  their 
own  luxury,  and  thus  encourage 
that  induHry,  infpire  them  with 
confidence,  and  by  their  example 
influence  their  manners  and  mo¬ 
rals,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  look  for 
tranquillity  in  Ireland.  Mr.  Ry¬ 
der  animadverted  upon  the  incon- 
iifiency  of  the  conduCI  of  the  ca¬ 
tholic  prelates,  and  particularly 
upon  that  of  Dr.  Milner,  in  his 
communications  with  Mr.  Ponfon- 
by,  a  circumfiance  which  he  called 
upon  that  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
explain.  This  Mr.  Ponfonbv  did 
at  fome  length,  and  in  a  manner 
perfectly  fatisfaCtorv  as  far  as  re- 
fpeCted  his  own  j unification — and 
his  narrative  was  equally  decifive 
as  to  the  tergiverfation  which  Dr. 
Milner  had  exercifed  throughout 
the  whole  negociation.  He  al¬ 
lowed  he  could  fee  no  g-ood  reafon 
why  the  catholics  fhould  object  to 
the  Veto.  If,  however,  they  were 
obftinate  on  that  head,  he  thought 
other  arrangements  might  be  made 
to  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe.  He 
w'ould  not  then  Hate  what  thele 
arrangements  were,  he  w'ould  re- 
ferve  them  for  the  committee. 
At  all  events  the  exiHenee  of  the 
empire  was  concerned  in  the  ad- 
juilment  of  the  queltion. 

Mr.  Perceval  expreffed  his  fatil- 
fadtion  that  Mr.  Ponfonbv  had  fo 
completely  cleared  himfelf  of  the 
imputation  of  holding  out  fallaci¬ 
ous  motives  to  parliament.  “  But 
I  cannot  forbear  hinting,”  he 
continued,  ‘f  that  we  may  leani 
from  this  tranfaCfion,  not  to  de¬ 
pend  in  future  too  much  upon  the 
accuracy  of  the  advocates  for  the 
concefilons  as  to  the  judgments 
they  may  form  of  the  opinions 
and  feelings  of  the  catholics  upon 
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this  fubjeCl.  With  refpeCt  to  the 
queftion  before  us,  I  could  wifh 
to  know  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
opinion  concerning  that  domeftic 
nomination,  that  new  fubftitute 
for  the  Veto  which  has  now  been 
introduced  much  in  the  fame  way, 
and  with  no  better  apparent  au¬ 
thority  than  the  other  unfortunate 
propofal.  The  right  hon.  mover 
has  allowed  that  no  propofition 
for  the  full  emancipation  of  the 
catholics  was  admifhble  unlefs  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  Veto  or  fome 
concelfion  containing  a  full  re¬ 
nunciation  of  all  foreign  influence. 
He  admits,  therefore,  that  if  we 
had  granted  thofe  conceflions  to 
the  catholics  before,  without  any 
condition,  as  it  has  been  frequently 
propofed  by  gentlemen  oppofite, 
we  lhould  have  granted  them  moft 
unwifely  and  moft  precipitately. 
Where  then  is  the  ground  of 
charges  of  intolerance  againft  me 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
muft  not  fully  partake  ?  He  thinks 
himfelf  juft  ified  in  withholding  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics,  unlefs 
upon  a  condition  which  hitherto 
they  have  given  us  no  reafon  to 
believe  they  will  confent  to — - 
What  do  I  do  more  ?  We  may 
differ  in  the  application  of  our 
principle,  but  on  the  principle  it- 
lelf  we  are  agreed.  He  himfelf 
declares  that  either  the  Veto  or  do¬ 
meftic  nomination  are  indifpenfa- 
ble  before  the  conceffion  can  be 
granted.  That  the  Veto  will  be 
refufed  we  know  ;  that  any  equi¬ 
valent  arrangement  would  be  ac¬ 
ceded  to  we  have  no  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve.  But  fuppofe  fuch  an  ar¬ 
rangement  were  agreed  to,  it  fup- 
pofes  a  contract  to  which  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  this  country,  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholics  of  Ireland  arid  the 
pope  muft  all  be  parties.  Now 
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the  pope  may  refufe  i?is  fan&ion, 
Buonaparte  may  compel  him  to 
refufe  it,  or  the  catholics  may 
change  their  mind;  and  you  can¬ 
not  punifh  them  for  non-perform¬ 
ance  without  juftly  incurring  the 
charge  of  intolerance.  Should  the 
prefent  race  of  catholics  make  the 
conceflion,  how  can  they  bind  the 
religious  fcruples  of  their  children  ? 

(f  Befides  too,  how  is  fuch  an 
arrangement  practicable  ?  How  is 
the  confent  of  the  pope  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  ?  how  are  we  to  procure 
accefs  to  him  ?  And  even  if  it 
were  poflible  to  obtain  his  rati¬ 
fication  while  he  remains  a  pri- 
foner,  if  Buonaparte  were  to 
confent  that  he  fhould  give  if, 
might  he  not  when  at  large  retraCl 
his  former  aft,  and  plead  in  jufti- 
fication  his  former  fituation  ?  Let 
us  not  then  be  amufed  with  a 
project,  the  nature  of  which  it 
is  not  attempted  to  explain,  and 
the  execution  of  which  borders 
upon  impoflibility,  There  is 
enough,  furely,  to  fhew  that  the 
right  honourable  mover,  upon  his 
own  principles,  ought  to  oppofe  his 
own  motion  ;  for  the  refult  of  a 
committee  upon  thefe  petitions  muft 
be  to  excite  expectations  which 
cannot  poflibly  be  gratified,  and 
leave  the  public  mind  in  a  ftate 
much  worfe  than  that  in  which 
it  was  found.  That  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  one  objection  to 
conceflion ;  I  have  two,  and 
though  I  think  his  a  ferious  one, 
and  one  which  his  propofed  remedy 
would  not  cure,  yet  there  is  ano¬ 
ther  which,  with  a  view  to  the 
tranquillity  of  Ireland,  I  think  of 
much  greater  importance.  I  re¬ 
main  of  opinion  that  the  catholics 
of  Ireland  are  difpofed  to  go  fur¬ 
ther  than  what  they  now  demand 
as  emancipation  ;  that  whatever 

they 
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they  now  profefs,  nay,  whatever 
now  they  may  feel,  they  will  not, 
they  cannot  be  fatisfied  with  any 
thing  fhort  of  the  entire  and  exclu- 
five  eftablifhment  of  their  religion 
in  Ireland.  Nay,  the  better  the 
Roman  catholic,  the  more  fincere 
he  is  in  his  faith  ;  the  more  at¬ 
tached  to  his  religion,  the  more 
impoflible  it  is  to  fuppofe  he  could 
be  fatisfied  till  he  had  obtained 
that  eftablifhment.  There  are 
many,  indeed,  whom  even  this 
would  not  fatisfy,  who  openly  de¬ 
mand  a  repeal  of  the  union,  as  the 
only  condition  of  the  quiet  of  Ire¬ 
land.  This  I  truft,  however,  is 
far  from  the  general  fentiment  ; 
but  I  candidly  date  my  view  of 
the  fubjeft.  I  have  always  thought 
the  catholics  would  never  be  con¬ 
tented  unlefs  with  the  full  efta¬ 
blifhment  of  their  church.  I  have 
always  argued  the  queftion  in  that 
way,  and  I  do  fo  now,  quite  fear- 
lefs  of  the  cenfures  that  may  be 
caft  by  any  one  on  my  motives. ” 

Mr.  Whitbread  expreffed  his 
perfuafion,  that  however  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  might  af- 
feft  to  difcufs  the  propriety  of  that 
or  this  reftri&ion,  he  was  not,  upon 
thefe  queftions,  a  man  open  to  con- 
vi&ion.  If  the  catholics  were  to 
lie  proftrate  at  his  feet,  and  im¬ 
plore  him  to  name  his  own  terms, 
his  anfwer  muft  be  “1  can  never 
be  fatisfied. ”  Mr.  Whitbread, 
however,  wifhed  to  avoid  waft¬ 
ing  the  time  of  the  houfe  in  expo- 
fing  what  he  termed  the  weaknefs 
and  bigotry  which  had  fo  often 
been  expofed  and  refuted,  and  he 
contented  himfelf  with  the  eafier 
tafk  of  indulging  in  his  charatfterif- 
tic  ftyle  of  declamation  upon  topics 
that  had  become  at  leaf!  as 
threadbare  and  common -place  in 


the  fervice  of  his  own  party.  T& 
the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  caufe 
he  faid  he  looked  forward  with 
confidence.  We  have,  indeed,  faid 
he,  no  longer  a  cabinet  compofed 
of  jarring  opinions  on  this  point. 
It  is  now  a  pure  unadulterated 
lump  of  bigotry.  But  the  anti¬ 
dote  is  yet  to  be  found  in  repeated 
difcuflion.  Repeated  difcuffion 
drives  bigotry  from  her  ftrong 
holds.  As  in  other  queftions 
which  ftand  upon  the  immoveable 
bafts  of  reafon  and  truth,  the  like 
effeft  has  been  produced  by  un¬ 
wearied  and  reiterated  difcuffion  ; 
fo  in  this  the  debates  which  have 
already  taken  place,  have  expofed 
many  fallacies,  deftroyed  many  pre¬ 
judices,  and  driven  out  of  the  field 
the  moft  violent  advocates  for  in¬ 
tolerance.  By  debate  upon  de¬ 
bate,  that  monfter  the  flave  trade 
was  overcome.  By  the  fame  means 
the  cruel  reftri&ions  upon  the  ca¬ 
tholics  will  be  removed  as  mifts 
are  difpelled  before  the  noon -day 
fun.” 

Mr.  Canning  did  not  difguife 
his  perfuafion,  that  it  would  be 
highly  conducive  to  the  profperity 
of  the  empire,  that  all  the  clafhing 
and  confli&ing  interefts  of  pro- 
teftants  and  catholics  fhould  be 
reconciled.  He  thought,  too,  that 
the  time  would  moft  certainly 
come  when  that  reconciliation 
fhould  be  confummated  ;  but  the 
prefen t  he  did  not  think  ripe  for 
its  accomplifnment.  How,  in¬ 
deed,  could  any  man  fo  conftder  it, 
when  one  of  the  two  contending 
parties  is  at  variance  with  itfelf  ? 
It  was  not  a  little  extraordinary, 
that  Proteftants  fhould  be  ex- 
peded  to  be  of  one  mind,  as  to 
granting  every  thing  to  the  ca¬ 
tholics,  when  fuch  difcordance  of 

opinion 
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opinion  reigns  among  the  Catho¬ 
lics  themfelves,  as  to  the  terms  on 
which  they  would  accept  fuch 
grant.  The  oppofition  to  the  mo¬ 
tion  had  been  refted  that  night 
by  his  hon.  friends  on  this  foie 
ground,  the  want  of  any  adequate 
fecurity  on  the  part  of  the  Catho¬ 
lics,  in  the  room  of  that  which 
was  tendered  ten  years  ago,  and 
which  had  ftnce  been  publicly 
withdrawn.  Upon  the  fame  ground 
he  fhould  himfelf  object  to  it,  as 
with  all  his  difavowal  of  hoftility 
or  fufpicion  towards  the  Catholics, 
he  could  not  fee  what  approach 
was  likely  to  be  made  to  adjuft- 
ment  by  confenting  to  go  into  the 
committee.  No  fecurity  or  en¬ 
gagement  was  offered  on  the  part 
of  the  petitioners  ;  their  very  ad¬ 
vocates  were  obliged  to  come  for¬ 
ward  with  cenfure  againft  them 
for  withdrawing  that  fecurity 
which  was  formerly  propofed  to 
parliament  in  their  name.  The 
fuggeftion  of  domeftic  nomination 
is  not  more  eafily  attainable  than 
the  Veto,  and  would  be  lefs  effi¬ 
cacious  if  attained.  At  leaft  it 
would  be  neceffary  to  adjourn  the 
queftion  until  the  papal  fee  fhould 
become  free  once  more  from  the 
dominion  of  the  ruler  of  France. 
Till  then  we  could  not  form  any 
arrangement,  nor  even  then  could 
we  accept  of  any  fecurity  fhort  of 
the  Veto  originally  propofed. 
Such,  at  leaft,  was  his  prefent 
opinion  ;  an  opinion,  however, 
which  he  fhould  be  willing  to  re- 
confider  whenever  the  opportunity 
of  reconfidering  it  to  any  practical 
purpofe  fhould  arrive.  But  that 
fome  fuch  condition  was  abfolutely 
neceffary,  no  one  could  doubt, 
who  thought  with  him,  that  of 
any  adjuftment  between  the  Ca- 
Vol.  LII.  or  Vol.  X.  New  Sej 
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tholies  and  Proteftants  mutual  con- 
ceflion  and  mutual  conciliation 
muft  be  the  bafts ;  that  fuch  an 
adjuftment  in  order  to  be  perma¬ 
nent,  in  order  to  produce  any  of 
the  fruits  which  are  expe&ed  from 
it,  muft  not  be  a  vidfory  to  the 
one  party,  or  to  the  other  ;  muft 
not  be  conftdered  by  the  one  ftde 
as  a  fuccefsful  ftruggle,  nor  as  a 
forced  conceffion  to  a  rival  by  the 
other. 

The  conclufion  of  the  debate 
was  adjourned  till  the  ift  of  June. 
On  that  evening,  Mr.  Hutchis- 
fon,  Lord  Taviftock,  Sir  Thomas 
Turton,  Colonel  Talbot,  Mr.  Par¬ 
nell,  Sir  Ralph  Milbanke,  Mr. 
Barham,  Lord  George  Grenville,; 
Mr.  William  Wynne,  Mr.  Peter 
Moore,  and  Mr.  Maurice  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  advocated  the  motion  for 
going  into  a  committee.  On  a 
divifion  there  were  found,  for  Mr. 
Grattan’s  motion,  109,  againft  it, 
213- 

Much  the  fame  ground  of  dif- 
cuffion  was  gone  over  in  the  lordsj 
on  the  6th  of  the  fame  month, 
when  the  queftion  of  the  Catholic 
petitions  was  brought  forward  by 
Lord  Donoughmore.  In  his 
fpeech  upon  this  occafion,  Earl 
Grey  adverted  to  the  lofs  which 
the  caufe  of  religious  freedom  had, 
but  a  few  days  before,  fuftained 
in  the  death  of  Mr.  Windham, 
and  availed  himfelf  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  pay  a  tribute  of  homage 
to  the  memory  of  that  illuftrious 
man. 

((  Though  it  had  been  his  mis¬ 
fortune^”  faid  Lord  Grey,  “  at 
different  times  to  have  differed 
from  that  ftatefman,  yet  in  the 
heat  of  political  difagreement  he 
never  ceafed  to  admire  his  many 
and  fplendid  virtues.  He  was  a 
ies,  [I]  man 
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man  of  a  great,  original,  and  com¬ 
manding  genius,  with  a  mind 
cultivated  with  the  richeft  ftores 
of  intelledual  wealth,  and  a  fancy 
winged  to  the  higheft  flights  of 
a  moll  captivating  imagery  !  of  a 
found  and  fpotlefs  integrity,  with 
a  warm  fpirit  but  a  generous 
heart,  and  endowed  with  a  courage 
and  determination  fo  charaderiftic, 
as  to  hold  him  forth  as  an  example 
of  what  the  old  Englilh  heart 
could  effed  orendure.”  The  mo¬ 
tion  was  loft  by  a  majority  of 
154  to  68. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  Mr. 
Welle fley  Pole  moved  the  repeal 
of  the  Irifh  infurredion  aft.  This 
extraordinary  meafure  of  police 
had  been  brought  in  on  the  year 
1807,  being  little  elfe  than  a  con¬ 
tinuation,  under  certain  modifica¬ 
tions,  of  the  aft  pa  fled  in  the  year 
1797.  Since  the  period  of  Lord 
Hardwicke’s  lord  lieutenancy,  to 
the  prefent  moment,  however,  the 
powers  granted  by  the  bill  had 
never  been  reforted  to.  Inftances 
had  occurred,  indeed,  during  that 
period,  in  which  applications  had 
been  made  from  feveral  quarters 
for  the  enforcing  of  the  ad  on 
account  of  alleged  difturbances, 
but  government  had  always  re¬ 
filled  thofe  applications,  and  had 
found,  by  inveftigation,  that  they 
could  reftore  and  maintain  public 
tranquillity  without  fuch  recur¬ 
rence.  The  aft  ,  itfelf  would  ex¬ 
pire  at  the  clofe  of  the  prefent 
fefiion,  and  the  Irifh  government, 
after  the  fulled:  confiderafion  of 
the  fubjed,  had  determined  that 
its  continuance  under  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  was  not  neceflary. 
There  were  fome  provifions  con¬ 
ceded  with  that  ad,  the  re-enad- 
rnent  of  which  were  thought  pro¬ 


per.  Among  thefe  were  the  pro- 
vjftons  for  punifhing  the  taking 
and  adminiftering  unlawful  oaths, 
and  thofe  for  proteding  witnefles 
and  magiftrates.  According  to 
thefe  provifions,  if  any  perfon 
gave  information,  and  fnould  be 
murdered  before  the  trial  came  on, 
the  information  fhould  be  received 
as  evidence  on  the  trial  ;  or  if  a 
perfon  fo  giving  information,  was 
ferreted  before  the  trial,  and  kept 
out  of  the  way,  and  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  upon  enquiry,  that  he  was 
fee  re  ted  by  the  perfon  accufed, 
then  his  information  might  be 
ufed  in  the  fame  way.  Powers 
were  alfo  given  to  the  grand  juries 
to  levy  a  fum  of  money  to  be 
paid  to  the  reprefen fative  of  any 
witnefs  or  magiftrate  murdered  un¬ 
der  fuch  eireumftances^ 

There  was  another  ad  to  which 
Mr.  Wellefley  Pole  called  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  houfe,  viz.  the  arms 
ad,  which  had  been  brought  in  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  infurredion 
ad.  It  was  neceflary,  that  the 
provifions  for  the  regiftering  of 
arms  fhould  not  be  given  up,  and 
that  the  power  of  fearching  for 
arms  fhould  exift  fomewhere  ;  but 
as  the  ad  then  flood  any  two  ma¬ 
giftrates  might,  upon  fufpicion, 
fearch  the  houfe  of  any  individual 
for  arms  at  any  hour,  and  one  ma¬ 
giftrate  might,  upon  information, 
fearch  in  the  fame  manner,  or  de¬ 
legate  a  power  to  another  perfon 
to  make  the  fearch.  Thefe  powers 
were  ftrong,  and  might  in  their 
execution  become  vexatious.  A 
modification  was,  therefore,  pro- 
pofed,  by  which  no  magiftrate 
or  number  of  magiftrates  fhould 
have  the  power  to  fearch,  except 
upon  information  on  oath,  or  in 
cafe  they  had  fuch  ground  of  fuf¬ 
picion 
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picion  as  might  make  it  deiirable 
to  fearch  a  diftrift  for  arms,  and 
in  that  cafe  they  ihould  fend  their 
information  to  government ;  and 
then  if  the  fearch  were  deem¬ 
ed  neceftary  the  lord  lieutenant 
Ihould  fend  a  warrant  authorizing 
and  direfting  it.  There  was  ano¬ 
ther  claufe  of  the  infurreftion  aft 
which  it  was  thought  right  to 
repeal.  By  that  aft,  if  any  per- 
fon,  conceiving  himfelf  injured  by 
the  aft  of  a  magiftrate,  fhould  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  law  for  redrefs,  and  the 
jury  fhould  give  a  verdift  in  his 
favour,  the  judge  had  the  power 
of  declaring  (if  the  fafts  of  the 
cafe  appeared  to  warrant  him  in 
fo  doing)  that  the  magiftrate  had 
a  juftifiable  caufe  for  what  he  had 
done,  and  in  that  cafe  the  perfon 
fuing,  was  only  entitled  to  6d . 
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damages,  and  no  cofts.  But  if  the 
jury  Ihould  find  in  the  favour  of 
the  magiftrate,  he  was  entitled  to 
treble  cofts.  This  was  repealed. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fef. 
fion  a  vote  was  palled  for  increaf- 
ing,  by  10,000/.,  the  yearly  falary 
of  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
The  falary  had  been  fixed  at 
20,000/.  in  1783,  but  of  late, 
from  the  altered  value  of  money  it 
had  been  found  infufficient,  info- 
much  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Richmond, 
for  the  requifite  fupport  of  the 
dignity  of  that  ftation,  had  ex- 
ceeded  38,000/.  a  year.  Some 
oppofition  was  offered  to  the  mo¬ 
tion  by  Sir  John  Newport,  and 
Mr.  Tierney.  On  a  divifion  it 
was  carried  by  95  to  51. 


CHAP.  VII. 

Parliamentary  Reform,  Mr,  Brand  moves  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
State  of  the  Hep  refen  tat  ion.  Outlines  of  his  Plan  of  Reform ,  as  detailed 
in  his  Speech.  Oppofed  by  Mr,  Davies  Giddy  as  unneceffiary .  Lord  MiL 
ton ,  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne ,  Mr.  Whitbread ,  and  Mr.  Tierney ,  advocate 
the  Expediency  of  the  Meafure .  Mr.  Canning  oppofes  it.  It  is  loft  on 

a  Divifion.  Economical  Reform.  Bill  for  abolifhing  the  Brattice  of 
granting  Offices  in  Reverfon  paffied  in  the  Commons ,  lofi  in  the  Lords.  A 
fecond  Bill  to  the  fame  Purpofe  brought  in  by  Mr.  Bankesy  and  alfo  lof. 
Committee  upon  the  Public  Expenditure  re-appointed.  Mr.  Bankes  moves 
a  Refolution  to  do  avoay  Sinecures .  Debate  on  the  Subjett.  Reflation 
loft  by  a  fmall  Minority.  A  fecond  one  voith  the  fame  Objett  fubfe- 
quently  propofed  and  carried.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly’s  Motions  on  the 
Criminal  Lave.  Moves  the  Abolition  of  Capital  Punifhment  for  certain 
Offences.  Motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  W indhamy  Mr.  Davies  Giddy,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Supported  by  Sir  William  Grant. 
After  one  Failure  it  paffies  in  the  Commons.  Oppofed  by  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  and  loft  in  the  Lords.  Penitentiary  Houfes.  Grants  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Poor  Clergy .  Default  of  the  Treafurer  of  the  Ordnance.  He 
is  expelled  the  Houfe •  Bill  introduced  for  the  Prevention  of  thefe  Offen¬ 
ces.  Loan  to  the  Eaft  India  Company.  Mr.  Horner  moves  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  Caufes  of  the  high  Price  of  Bullion.  Mr,  Brougham* s 

[/  2]  Motion 
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Motion  for  the  better  Prevention  of  the  Slave  Trade .  Mr.  Whitbread’  $ 
Speech  on  the  Occafon  of  the  Vote  of  Credit .  Mn  Canning’s  Reply  a 
Earl  Grey  moves  an  Addrefs  to  the  King  on  the  State  of  the  Nation.  It 
is  negatived.  King’ s  Speech  at  the  Glofe  of  the  Seffion ,  Circumjlances 
attending  the  Liberation  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett. 


THE  question  of  parliamentary 
reform  was  brought  before 
the  houfe  of  commons  on  the  2 1 It 
of  May,  and  under  aufpices  rather 
more  favourable  for  its  ferious  and 
difpaflionate  difcuffion  than  in  the 
preceding  fcffion  ;  on  that  day, 
Mr.  Brand,  the  member  for  Hert- 
fordfhire,  rofe  to  move  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  date  of  the  repre¬ 
sentation.  The  fpeech  by  which 
the  hon.  member  prefaced  his  mo¬ 
tion  was  equally  distinguished  by 
its  good  fenfe  and  tone  of  mode¬ 
ration*  There  was,  however,  as 
might  be  expedted  on  fuch  a  quef¬ 
tion,  little  of  novelty  in  the  ar¬ 
guments  adduced,  and  we  Shall, 
therefore,  content  ourfelves  with 
giving  a  mere  outline  of  the  feve- 
ral  meafures  which  he  fuggeSted 
as  appearing  to  him  the  beft  adapt¬ 
ed  for  the  attainment  of  the  objedl 
in  view.  The  SirSt  Step  to  be 
taken  was  the  disfranehifement  of 
the  decayed  boroughs,  which  was 
to  be  effedted  according  to  the 
old  constitutional  practice  of  the 
kingdom,  whereby  particular  bo¬ 
roughs  had,  upon  their  applica¬ 
tion,  been  relieved  from  the  onus 
of  fending  members  to  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  franchife  in  co-unties 
was  to  be  extended  to  copy- 
holders,  and  in  populous  towns 
and  boroughs,  to  all  houfeholders, 
paying  parochial  and  other  taxes, 
and  this  fySlem  was  to  be  extended 
to  the  north  of  England  and  to 
Scotland.  Compensation  was  to 
be  given  to  the  proprietors  of  dif- 


franchifed  boroughs,  the  right  of 
eledtion  being  transferred  from 
fuch  boroughs  to  Sheffield,  Man¬ 
chester,  Birmingham,  and  other 
populous  towns,  and  the  moSt  po¬ 
pulous  counties.  The  duration  of 
parliament  was  to  be  Shortened  to 
three  years  ;  this  would  render 
Skill  more  neceffary  fome  concur¬ 
rent  change  in  the  mode  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  return.  Mr.  Brand  Slated, 
that  he  had  Strong  objections  to 
making  the  return  by  districts  ; 
of  voting  by  districts  he  approved. 
If,  for  instance,  there  were  four 
members  to  be  returned  for  Hert¬ 
fordshire,  and  they  were  to  be  re¬ 
turned  by  diStrids,  that  would 
throw  the  whole  of  the  reprefenta- 
tion  into  the  four  principal  towns 
of  the  county,  the  freeholders  of 
which  would  uniformly  prevail 
over  the  freeholders  of  the  county, 
as  they  could  almoSt  always  out¬ 
number  them  at  an  election.  This 
would  be  to  commute  the  county 
for  the  borough  election.  But  no¬ 
thing  need  prevent  the  Sheriffs 
from  taking  the  votes  throughout 
the  different  diftridts,  without  fub- 
jedting  the  candidate  to  the  ex- 
penfe  of  bringing  up  the  freeholders 
from  the  extremities  of  the  county 
to  the  place  of  eledtion.  The 
hon.  gentleman  alfo  thought  that 
a  bill  Should  be  brought  in  foT 
excluding  perfons  holding  offices 
without  refponSibility  from  feats 
in  parliament. 

Mr.  Davies  Giddy  thought, 
that  the  people  were  already  vtr- 
rep  refen  ted  in  every  branch 

of 
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of  the  legiflature.-  The  king  re- 
prefented  them  in  their  executive 
capacity  ;  the  houfe  of  lords  might 
be  confidered  as  their  hereditary 
reprefentatives  ;  it  would  not  be 
contended  that  the  noblemen  of  this 
country  had  any  diftind  intereft 
from  the  reft  of  the  people.  They 
did  not  form  a  diftind  clafs,  but 
faw  their  neareft  relations  and 
their  own  children  mixed  in  the 
general  mafs  of  fociety ;  and  the 
houfe  of  commons  were  the  repre¬ 
fentatives  of  the  people,  though 
not  adually  their  delegates.  If, 
indeed,  that  houfe  were  a  houfe 
pf  delegates,  it  would  be  impoffi- 
ble  for  the  other  branches  of  the 
Jegiftature  to  exift  in  conjundion 
with  it.  The  hiftory  of  the 
French  revolution;  that  of  our 
country,  at  an  earlier  period,  fuf» 
iiciently  exemplified  this.  And 
what  had  the  people  to  complain 
pf?  Nothing  but  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  taxes,  which  a  war  of 
eighteen  years  had  rendered  ne- 
ceffary.  The  country  exhibited 
every  mark  of  increafing  profpe- 
rity.  The  climate  even  was  im¬ 
proved,  difeafes  were  ban  idled, 
human  life  was  prolonged  to  a 
greater  term,  as  was  fhewn  by  the 
bills  of  mortality,  than  ever  it 
had  reached  before. 

Mr.  Noel  and  Sir  John  New¬ 
port  fupported  the  motion.  Lord 
Milton  and  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne 
oppofed  it. 

Mr.  Whitbread  fpoke  in  favour 
of  the  plan,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
his  fpeech  obferved,  that  there 
was  a  material  difference  in  the 
circumftances  under  which  men 
found  their  way  into  that  houfe, 
whether  as  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  or  as  nominees  of  a  peer* 
A  nominated  member  was  bound, 
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either  to  vote  with  his  patron,  or 
to  vacate  his  feat  ;  he  was,  in 
fad,  not  the  reprefentative  of  the 
people,  but  the  delegate  of  an  in¬ 
dividual.  Many  men  of  the 
firft  talents  and  ftrideft  integrity 
were,  indeed,  frequently  returned 
in  this  way  ;  and  from  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  ft  ate  of  the  reprefen  tat  ion  they 
could  not,  from  many  caufes, 
obtain  feats  in  any  other  manner*, 
But  the  fyftem  which  was  now 
propofed  afforded  fuch  men  many 
opportunities  of  being  eleded ; 
when  it  took  away  twenty  nomi¬ 
nations,  it  opened  forty  places 
where  they  could,  from  their  tar> 
lents  and  charader,  eftablifh  claims 
to  popular  fupport.  The  reftric.. 
tions  under  which  fuch  men  la¬ 
bour  at  prefent  were  even  a  lefs 
evil  than  that  which  arofe  from  the 
collufions  between  the  patrons  of 
boroughs  and  the  min-ifter  of  the 
day  ;  the  one  bartering  his  patro¬ 
nage,  either  to  gratify  his  am¬ 
bition,  or  his  avarice,  the  other 
fquandering  the  honours  of  the 
crown,  or  the  money  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  to  acquire  parliamentary  lup~ 
port.  Had  not  fuch  cafes  com¬ 
monly  happened  ?  Had  it  nor 
often  occurred,  that  menaces  of 
parliamentary  defediom  were  ad- 
dreffed  by  fome  great  lord  to  a 
minifter,  to  extort  his  countenance 
to  fome  propofed  public  work,  in 
which  was,  however,  blended 
fome  little  of  private  intereft,  but 
for  the  accomplifhment  of  which 
the  public  money  was  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  applied  ? 

The  fpecies  of  abufe  here  al¬ 
luded  to  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  is, 
unqueftionably,  of  real  occurrence, 
and,  indeed,  as  we  conceive, 
forms  the  only  material  pradical 
inconvenience  attaching  to  the 

\J  3 J  prefent 
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prefent  fyftem  of  our  representa¬ 
tion,  On  every  other  point  Mr. 
Canning’s  defence  of  that  fyftem 
was  fufficiently  victorious.  The 
motion  before  the  houfe,  he  faid, 
was  fimply  this*  whether  that 
houfe  ftiould  declare  itfelf  inade¬ 
quate  to  the  performance  of  its 
functions*  and  abdicate  its  autho¬ 
rity.  To  what  confequences  fuch 
a  decifion  mu  ft  lead,  u  through 
what  variety  of  untried  being,” 
it  was  likely  to  take  both  the 
houfe  and  the  country,  it  could 
not  be  neceflary  to  defcribe.  And 
for  what  purpofe  was  fuch  an  ex¬ 
periment  recommended  ?  to  con¬ 
ciliate  not  the  fober  reflecting 
part  of  the  people,  but  a  particu¬ 
lar  clafs,  whofe  ftudy  it  was  to 
create  agitation,  and  make  a  noife 
about  reform.  For  that  clafs  he 
could  never  hefttare  to  exprefs  his 
confirmed  difdain.  They  were 
not  deferving  of  any  favour  from 
that  houfe,  becaufe  for  that  houfe 
and  the  conftitution  they  felt  no 
folicitude.  If  fuch  perfons  could 
attain  their  objed,  they  would 
conftitute  fuch  a  fyftem  of  popular 
delegation,  as  could  not  exift  in 
co-ordinate  authority  in  the  con¬ 
ftitution  of  England.  There  could 
be  no  queftion,  that  there  exifted 
fuch  a  party  in  the  country  who 
pretended  a  zeal  for  reform,  but 
in  reality  fought  anarchy  ;  and  as 
the  beft  mode  of  accomplifhing 
their  objed,  reviled  and  diftrufted 
that  houfe,  of  which  they  fought 
not  the  improvement,  but  the  de- 
ftrudion  ;  a  vain,  contemptible,  de- 
graded  crew,  who  magnified  them- 
felves  into  the  nation,  and  di- 
rainifhed  the  nation  into  a  faCtion  ; 
who  declared  their  own  infalli¬ 
bility,  and  depreciated  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  all  others  •  a  body  that 


was  too  weak  to  be  refpeded,  too 
defpicable  to  be  feared.  But  even 
this  wretched  body,  though  they 
demanded  reform,  declared,  that 
the  reform  propofed  would  not 
prove  fufficient.  No,  they  would 
have  the  houfe  of  commons  omni¬ 
potent  ;  they  would  have  it  every 
thing,  all  other  eftabliftiments  no¬ 
thing,  they  would  make  it,  like 
the  rod  of  the  prophet,  fwallow  up 
all  around  it.  They  profefled,  in¬ 
deed,  and  of  late,  with  un« 
ufual  eagernefs,  a  regard  for  the 
throne  itfelf,  and  a  high  venera¬ 
tion  for  the  perfon  by  whom 
it  was  filled.  But,  unfortunately, 
that  houfe  well  knew  fuch  lan¬ 
guage  had  not  even  the  merit  of 
originality.  By  fuch  pretences  it 
was  the  unhappy  Louis  had  been 
deluded.  But,  fay  the  difcontent- 
ed,  the  houfe  of  commons,  confti- 
tuted  as  it  now  is,  has  hurried  the 
nation  into  extravagant  expendi¬ 
ture,  and  unneceffary  wars.  It  is 
not  the  fad.  There  has  not  been 
a  war,  during  a  century,  which 
was  not  in  its  commencement 
ftridly  popular.  Such  was  the 
war  into  which  Walpole  was 
goaded.  Such  the  American  war, 
though  decried  when  it  became 

O  o 

unfortunate.  Such  the  war  with 
France,  which  had  faved  this 
country  from  all  the  miferies  en¬ 
tailed  on  that.  A  juft  fympathy 
with  the  people,  and  a  reafonable 
attention  to  their  defires,  was,  no 
doubt,  the  duty,  and  rnuft  ever  be 
the  inclination  of  this  houfe.  The 
people,  unqueftionably,  could  rea- 
lon  fairly  when  they  had  time  ; 
but  fince,  notorioully,  their  firft 
impulfe  was  feeling,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  politic,  or  for 
the  intereft  of  the  country,  to 
have  that  houfe  quite  fubjed  to 
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popular  controul.  As  it  was, 
every  clafs  of  the  people  was  fully 
reprefented  in  parliament.  What 
queftion  is  there  but  meets  a  fair 
difeuffion  ?  What  grievance  but 
here  meets  its  remedy  ?  What 
man  in  the  land  fo  poor  but  here 
has  his  advocate  ? 

Mr.  W.  Smith  and  Mr.  Tier¬ 
ney  fupported  the  motion.  Mr. 
William  Wynne,  and  Lord  Por- 
chefter,  oppofed  it.  On  a  divi- 
fion  it  was  rejeded  by  234  votes 
to  1 15. 

The  more  practicable  objeCl  of 
an  economical  reform,  was  fol¬ 
lowed  up  throughout  the  feffion, 
with  his  accuftomed  affiduity,  by 
Mr.  Bankes.  On  the  31ft  of 
January  that  gentleman  moved, 
that  the  bill  of  laft  feffion,  for  fuf- 
pending  the  praCiice  of  granting 
offices  in  reverfion,  fhould  be 
made  perpetual.  The  motion  was 
carried  almoft  by  acclamation.  In 
the  lords,  however,  it  was  thrown 
out  on  the  fecond  reading,  and 
Mr.  Bankes  then  propofed,  as  the 
1  r  only  conflitutional  courfe 
V  dFC  '  that  remained,  that  the 
commons,  as  in  1807,  fhould  vote 
an  addrefs  to  the  king,  praying 
him  not  to  grant  any  office  in  re¬ 
verfion,  or  to  two  or  more  perfons, 
with  benefit  of  furvivorfnip,  un¬ 
til  fix  weeks  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  next  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  faid,  that 
they  had  every  reafon  to  believe, 
that  if  they  fhould  pafs  a  limited 
bill  it  would  meet  with  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  other  houfe;  ob- 
ferving,  that  a  proceeding  by  bill 
was  preferable,  as  it  was  a  gene¬ 
rally  admitted  principle,  that  the 
houfe  fhould  he  very  cautious  in 
Jegiilating  for  the  country  at  large. 
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unlefs  in  cafes  of  abfolute  necef- 
fity.  Mr.  Bankes  was,  there¬ 
fore,  induced  to  withdraw  his  mo¬ 
tion,  and,  fubfequently,  introduced 
a  bill  upon  the  principle  fuggefted, 
viz.  a  bill  of  fufpenfion  of  the 
prerogative,  from  time  to  time. 
This  bill,  however,  ultimately 
Chared  the  fate  of  the  other.  It 
was  negatived  in  the  lords. 

Mr.  Bankes,  at  the  fame  tirnCj, 
took  an  early  opportunity  of 
moving  the  re-appointment  of 
the  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  public  expenditure.  When, 
on  the  19  th  of  March,  the 
houfe  had  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee,  to  take  into  confedera¬ 
tion  the  third  report  of  that  com¬ 
mittee,  Mr.  Bankes  moved,  u  that 
it  was  expedient  to  abolifh  fine- 
cures,  except  fuch  as  were  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  perfonal  fervice  of  his 
Majefty,  or  the  royal  family  ;  to 
regulate  other  offices,  and  to  re¬ 
duce  the  falaries  of  fuch  as  were 
executed  by  deputy,  to  the  fum 
for  which  the  fervice  was  per¬ 
formed,  with  an  allowance  for  the 
additional  refponfibility  ;  all  to  be 
done  after  the  prefent  intereiis  in 
thefe  offices  had  expired/*  Mr* 
Bankes  obferved,  that  the  queftion 
was,  whether  thefe  offices,  though 
they  could  not  now  anfwer  the 
purpofes  of  their  original  inftitu- 
tion,  ought  not  to  be  retained 
as  neceffary  for  the  reward  of 
merit  and  eminent  fervice,  but 
he  rather  thought  it  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  to  confine  the  reward  of  fer¬ 
vice  altogether  to  direct  pen- 
fions,  inftead  of  having  what  were 
direCt  penfions  lurking  under  the 
name  of  offices.  The  granting  pf 
penftons  would  be  notorious  and 
unequivocal,  and  this  very  noto¬ 
riety  would  prevent  their  being 
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conferred  in  a  profufe  or  glaringly 
improper  manner,  but  there  was 
no  fuch  fecurity  with  refped  to 
thefe  finecure  offices. 

Mr.  Martin  fupported  the  re- 
folution,  obferving,  that  where  a 
perfon  of  large  hereditary  fortupe 
had  done  meritorious  fervices,  he 
ought  not  to  exped  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  remuneration  as  a  perfon 
who  had  dedicated  his  whole  life 
without  any  fortune  of  his  own  to 
fupport  him. 

Lord  Althorpe  and  Mr.  Baftard 
followed  on  the  fame  fide. 

Mr.  William  Smith  contended, 
that  the  abolition  fhould  be  ex¬ 
tended  alfp  to  the  offices  attached 
to  the  crown  and  the  princes  of 
the  blood. 

Mr.  Wharton,  on  the  other 
hand  infilled,  that  the  retrench¬ 
ment  of  finecures  would  not  leffen 
in  any  extent  worth  notice  the 
burdens  of  the  people.  As  an 
economical  meafure,  therefore,  it 
was  nearly  infignificant.  With 
refped  to  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  he  after  ted,  that  fo  far 
from  having  increafed  it  had  de- 
creafed  :  (fhouts  of  hear,  hear, 
from  the  oppofition)  for  though 
the  patronage  of  government  had 
doubled  fence  1782,  in  confequence 
of  the  increafed  expenditure,  yet 
it  was  not  in  a  greater  proportion 
to  the  wealth  and  population  of 
the  country  on  which  it  had  now 
to  operate.  In  proof  of  this  he 
took  the  value  of  land  and  of 
trade,  and  thence  deduced  that  the 
wealth  of  the  nation  was  in  the 
proportion  of  five  to  one  to  what 
it  had  been  in  1782.  No  one 
feems  to  have  attempted  to  fhew 
the  inaccuracy  of  this  calculation, 
or  the  inapplicability  of  the  faff 
to  the  matter  in  debate. 

r  ^  >  , 
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Mr.  Whitbread,  and  the  other 
advocates  of  the  refolution,  dwelt 
chiefly  upon  the  unpopularity  of 
this  mode  of  rewarding  fervices. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
expreffed  his  convidion,  that  the 
propofed  change  would  not  abate 
one  particle  of  the  clamour ;  and 
that  gentlemen  oppofite  would 
quarrel  with  penfions  juft  as  they 
did  with  finecures.  As  for  the 
affertion,  that  the  houfe  would 
never  be  backward  in  rewarding 
public  civil  fervices,  they  were  the 
very  fervices  refpeding  the  re¬ 
muneration  of  which  an  impartial 
decifion  could  never  be  expected 
from  the  houfe.  It  was  impoffible 
that  gentlemen  could  agree  to  re¬ 
ward  thofe  whom  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  oppofing  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  whofe  ads  they  repro¬ 
bated  or  affeded  to  condemn  as 
the  caufe  of  whatever  calamities 
might  have  befallen  the  country. 
On  a  divifion  the  refolution  was 
negatived  by  99  votes  to  93.  A 
refolution  to  the  fame  purport  was, 
however,  moved  by  Mr.  Bankes 
on  a  fubfequent  occafion,  when  Mr. 
Davies  Giddy  reported  from  the 
committeee  of  the  whole 
houfe  their  refolution  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  of 
public  expenditure,  and  after  a 
fhort  debate  was  carried  by  105 
to  95. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  feffion  Sir 
Samuel  Romilly  took  occafion  to 
renew  his  motions  refpeding  the  ’ 
reformation  of  the  criminal  law. 
The  fir  ft  refpeded  the  fre-  ^  , 
quency  of  capital  punifh-  ^eb*  9- 
ments.  Nothing,  he  thought, 
could  be  more  mifchievous  than 
that  certain  punifhments  fhould  be 
allotted  to  particular  offences,  and 
that  the  law  fo  laid  down  fhould 

not 
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not  be  afted  upon  and  peremptorily 
enforced.  There  were  fome  afts, 
indeed,  in  our  ftatute-book  which 
one  could  not  read  without  hor¬ 
ror  ;  that,  for  inftance,  which 
makes  it  a  capital  offence  for  any 
perfon,  male  or  female,  to  be  feen 
in  the  company  of  gypfies  for  the 
fpace  of  one  month.  This  aft  had 
been  enforced  for  a  century,  and 
no  lefs  than  thirteen  perfons  had 
fuffered  under  it  at  one  affizes. 
Formerly,  in  faft,  our  code  had 
been  not  only  moft  fanguinary, 
but  was  as  fanguinarily  executed. 
Fortefcue,  who  was  chief  juflice 
to  Henry  VI.  relates,  that  there 
were  more  perfons  yearly  executed 
in  England  for  highway  robbery 
alone,  than  in  France  for  all  other 
crimes  in  feven  years.  In  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  it  is  ftated, 
by  credible  hiftorians,  that  about 
72,000  perfons  were  executed.  In 
Elizabeth’s  time  the  number  fell 
to  about  400  a  year.  It  appears 
from  Sir  S.  Janfen’s  tables,  that 
from  1749  to  1772  of  428  perfons 
convifted  in  London  and  Middle- 
fex,  306  were  executed,  being  a 
proportion  of  three  executions  to 
one  conviftion.  In  fucceeding 
years  this  proportion  was  greatly 
diminifhed.  In  the  London  diftrift 
from  1801  to  1809  about  one- 
eighth  only  of  the  perfons  con¬ 
vifted  were  executed.  In  1808 
there  had  been  convifted  eighty- 
feven,  and  only  three  executed. 
In  the  cafe  of  committals,  for  what 
the  law  terms  the  capital  offence 
of  ftealing  in  dwelling-houfes,  the 
difproportion  of  the  number  of 
perfons  executed  was  enormous  ; 
not  lefs  in  the  years  iSoSand  1809 
than  one  in  7,196.  The  law  was, 
in  faft,  unexecuted,  and  from  the 
circumftances  of  the  times  it  could[ 


not  be  otherwife.  The  difcretion 
as  to  the  remiflion  of  punifhment 
at  prefent  vetted  in  the  judges 
hands,  he  could  not  but  think  a 
power  equally  invidious  and  dan¬ 
gerous.  Though,  in  faft,  it  had 
not  been  exercifed  moft  confcien- 
tioufly  on  the  part  of  thofe  in- 
trufted  with  it,  ftill  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  legiflature  fhould 
prefcribe  certain  rules  to  go  by 
in  every  cafe.  In  fome  cafes  the 
nature  of  the  prifoner’s  defence 
when  he  had  attempted  to  prove 
his  innocence  by  alibis ,  which  the 
judge  thought  ill-eftablifhed,  had 
gone  againft  him.  Sometimes  it 
was  held  as  a  matter  of  aggrava¬ 
tion,  that  the  offence  was  com¬ 
mitted  in  a  place  where  fuch  of¬ 
fences  were  rare,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  they  ought  to  be  checked  ; 
or  that  they  were  common,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  punifhed  to 
prevent  their  multiplicity.  Some 
years  ago,  on  the  Norfolk  circuit, 
two  men  were  indifted  for  ftealing 
poultry.  One  made  his  efcape; 
the  other  was  tried  and  convifted 
before  Lord  Loughborough,  who, 
from  fome  circumftances  of  pallia¬ 
tion,  fentenced  him  only  to  fix 
months  imprifonment.  The  other 
man  hearing  of  this,  furrendered 
himfelf,  and  was  tried  before  Juf- 
tice  Gould,  who  unfortunately  for 
him,  taking  a  different  view  of 
the  cafe,  fentenced  him  to  feven 
years  tranfportation  ;  fo  that  the 
firft  of  thefe  culprits  was  coming 
out  of  confinement  when  the  other 
was  preparing  for  his  voyage 
beyond  the  feas.  In  conclufton, 
after  animadverting  upon  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  Dr.  Paley  on  this  fubjeft, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  altoge- 
thcr  erroneous,  Sir  Samuel  moved 
lor  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  take 
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away  the  capital  penalties,  an¬ 
nexed  by  the  a<fts  of  the  ioth  and 
i  ith  of  William  III.  to  privately 
dealing  in  (hops,  houfes,  &c,  any 
goods  above  the  value  of  five 
(hillings. 

Mr.  Windham  warmly  defended 
Dr.  Paley,  as  a  writer  whofe  works 
had  done  more  for  the  moral  im¬ 
provement  of  mankind,  than  per¬ 
haps  the  writings  of  any  other  man 
who  had  ever  exided.  With  re- 
fpedl  to  the  motion  before  them,  he 
obje&ed  to  the  exclufion  of  difcre¬ 
tion  in  the  adininiflration  of  the 
laws ;  he  admitted  that  it  ihould  be 
regulated  by  certain  known  and 
fixed  rules,  and  alfo,  that  as  far 
as  words  were  capable  of  doing  it, 
the  intention  of  the  legillature  on 
this  head  (hould  be  accurately  de¬ 
fined.  But  whatever  might  be  the 
limits  thus  applied,  there  mud  dill 
be  a  gradation  not  only  of  offences, 
but  of  guilt  in  different  perpetra¬ 
tors  of  the  fame  legal  offence,  and 
there  mud  neceffarily  exid  in  fome 
living  tribunal  a  power  to  propor¬ 
tion  the  punifhment  to  the  degree 
of  moral  guilt.  The  folicitor-ge- 
neral  expreffed  his  attachment  to 
the  exiding  law  and  his  extreme 
jealoufy  of  any  new  theories.  Mr. 
W.  Smith  contended  that  Sir  S. 
Romilly  fo  far  from  truding  to 
theory,  had  confined  his  datements 
and  reafonings  to  faffs.  The  whole 
foundation  of  his  motion  reding  upon 
the  inconvenience  of  the  prefen t  prac¬ 
tice.  Leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
the  bill.  When  it  came  before  the 
,  -  houfe,  it.  was  oppofed  by 

Ma>'  '•  Mr. Herbert, Mr. Frank- 
land,  and  the  attorney  and  folicitor 
generals.  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  D. 
Giddy,  and  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  alfo  obje&ed  to  it,  while  on 
the  other  hand,  Sir  John  Newport, 


the  mader  of  the  rolls,  Mr.  Can, 
rung,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  of 
courfe,  Sir  S.  Romilly  enforced  the 
expediency  of  its  adoption. 

Sir  William  Grant  obferved, 
that  if  the  propofed  meafure  were 
only  equally  efficacious  with  the  ex¬ 
iding  fydem,  it  was  preferable,  as 
producing  the  fame  effeft  by  means 
lefs  fevere.  It  was  evident  that 
either  the  law  or  the  practice  was 
wrong,  and  whichever  was  wrong 
ought  to  be  remedied.  It  was 
wrong  in  any  country  that  the  laws 
fhould  be  in  direft  oppofition  to 
public  opinion;  but  it  would  be 
particularly  improper  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  where  offences  are  tried  by  a 
jury  and  where  laws  contrary  to 
the  general  opinion  were  not  likely 
to  be  well  executed.  Difcretion, 
indeed,  in  fome  degree  mud  exid  ; 
but  in  capital  punifhments  there 
was  no  poffible  gradations,  and  he 
thought  it  too  much  generally  to 
leave  the  life  or  death  of  perfons 
convicted  to  the  mere  difcretion  of 
the  judge.  On  a  divifion  the  bill 
was  lod  by  the  fmall  majority  of 
two.  The  numbers  for  it  being 
3  i,  againd  it  33. 

Sir  Samuel  afterwards  brought 
in  a  fimiJar  bill  with  the  fimple  dif¬ 
ference,  that  the  former  one  related 
to  dealing  in  a  dwelling-houfe, 
and  this  to  dealing  in  a  (hop.  This 
pad  the  commons.  In  the  lords, 
however,  it  was  powerfully  op¬ 
pofed  by  Lord  Ellenborough,  who 
dated  that  he  had  con-  ,, 
fulted  with  the  other  1 
judges  on  the  fubjeCi,  and  that  they 
were  unanimoudy  of  opinion  that 
it  would  not  be  expedient  to  remit 
the  feverity  of  this  part  of  the 
penal  law.  The  learned  lord  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  practical  refult  of 
a  bill  of  this  nature,  which  had 
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paffed  in  a  former  feflion,  which 
mitigated  the  penalty  of  death  for 
privately  Healing  from  the  perfon, 
was  any  thing  but  favourable  to 
the  further  indulgence  in  fuch  in- 

O 

novations.  He  was  convinced  that 
iince  the  removal  of  that  punilh- 
ment,  that  clafs  of  offenders  had  in- 
creafed  enormoufly.  Although  the 
law  as  it  flood  was  but  feldom  car¬ 
ried  into  execution,  yet  the  terror 
was  precifely  the  fame,  and  fuch 
were  the  minds  of  thofe  upon  whom 
it  operated,  that  he  believed  that 
no  milder  punifhment  would  pro¬ 
duce  any  thing  like  fafety  to  the 
public  intereft.  It  was  urged  by 
fpeculators  in  modern  legislation, 
that  a  certainty  of  punifhment 
fhould  be  adopted,  and  that  it 
fhould  invariably  be  proportioned 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  crime. 
But  could  this  be  effected  ?  Would 
it  be  poftible  to  frame  a  law  fo  that 
the  punifhment  fhould  always  be 
applied  in  exad  conformity  to  the 
nature,  the  extent  and  aggravation 
of  the  offence.  Such  an  attempt 
was  not  merely  impradicable,  it 
was  abfolutely  ludicrous.  Lords 
Erfkine  and  Holland  fupported  the 
bill,  as  did  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale 
and  the  Marquefs  of  Lanfdown. 
It  was  oppofed  by  the  chancellor 
and  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  and 
loft  on  a  divifion,  the  numbers  be¬ 
ing  in  favour  of  it  u,  againft  it 

31* 

-yr  Shortly  after  Sir  S. 

1  9*  Romilly  fubmitted  to  the 

houfe  another  motion  conneded 
with  this  fubjed.  In  confidering 
punifhments  as  they  operated  to 
the  prevention  of  crimes,  he  thought 
they  might  be  divided  into  three 
claffes.  The  principle  of  the-  firft 
was  that  the  punifhment  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  fhould  operate  in  foeiety 
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in  the  way  of  terror.  The  fecond 
was  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  perfon  offending  to  commit 
crimes  for  the  future,  either  for  a 
certain,  time  or  for  ever.  The  ob- 
jed  of  the  third  was  the  reforma¬ 
tion  of  the  offending  party.  This 
laft  mode  lie  feared  had  been  very 
much  negleded  of  late  years.  A 
favourite  fyftem,  had,  as  he  thought, 
moft  unhappily  been  adopted  in 
the  tranfportation  of  convids  to 
New  South  Wales.  The  principle 
of  tranfportation  had  been  firft: 
aded  upon  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.  and  was  continued  till  the  Ame¬ 
rican  revolution,  in  the  beginning 
of  which  the  fyftem  of  imprifoning 
convids  on  board  the  hulks  was 
firft  introduced,  and  an  ad  was  alfo 
paft  allowing  judges  to  tranfport 
convids  who  were  liable  to  tranf¬ 
portation  to  any  part  of  the  world. 
A  mode  was  then  devifed  of  re¬ 
forming  perfons  convided  of  crimes 
by  the  eflablifhment  of  penitentiary 
houfes.  This  was  firft  fet  on  foot 
by  Mr.  Howard,  Lord  Auckland, 
and  Judge  Biackflone,  but  for  thir¬ 
ty-fix  years  pall,  a  law  for  this 
purpofe  had  remained  a  dead  letter 
on  the  ftatute  book.  In  its  (lead, 
however,  the  projed  for  fending 
thefe  unhappy  perfons  to  New 
Holland  had  been  adopted  ;  a  plan 
tending  in  its  refult  only  to  the 
aggravation  of  the  original  proflu 
gacy  of  the  convids,  attended  by 
enormous  expenfe,  and  by  circu ra¬ 
ft  ances  of  grofs  injuftice  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  individuals  fubjeded 
to  it.  Thus  there  was  no  provision 
made  for  their  return  after  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  the  term  of  their  fen  fence. 
The  only  mode  in  which  the  male 
convids  could  get  back  was  by 
working  their  paffage  ;  but  what 
was  to  become  of  the  females  who  had 

not 
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not  this  refource  left  ?  Sir  Samuel 
ended  by  moving  an  addrefs  to  the 
king,  praying  him  to  direct  the 
aft  of  the  19th  of  his  reign,  relat¬ 
ing  to  penitentiary  houfes  to  be 
carried  into  execution. 

Mr.  Ryder  exprefled  his  afient 
to  much  that  had  been  laid  by  his 
learned  friend,  but  wifhed  that 
time  fhould  be  allowed  for  the  more 
full  conlideration  of  the  fubjeft  be¬ 
fore  its  final  difcuflion.  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  and  Mr.  Frankland  ex¬ 
prefled  their  gratitude  to  Sir  S. 
Romilly  for  the  attention  he  had 
given  to  this  important  matter. 

Mr.  Wyndham  obferved,  that 
penitentiary  houfes  had  already  been 
eftablifhed  in  many  parts  of  the 
country.  How  had  they  fucceeded  ? 
If  the  error  was  folely  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement,  how  were  they  fure  that 
the  ereftion  of  new  penitentiary 
houfes  would  obviate  the  objeftion. 
He  did  not,  however,  objeft  alto¬ 
gether  to  the  principle,  but  if  fuch 
houfes  were  eftablifhed  upon  the  plan 
propofed,  he  fhould  be  very  jealous 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  reli¬ 
gious  inftruftion  was  inculcated  on 
the  prifoners  ;  it  might  be  fo  done 
as  to  generate  a  fort  of  mifchievous 
fanaticifm  fuperinducing  hypocrify 
upon  their  original  depravity. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn  for 
a  time,  at  the  fuggeftion  of  Mr. 
Ryder,  and  again  brought  forward 
on  the  5th  of  June.  In  the  debate 
which  enfued,  all  parties  profefled 
their  perfuafion  of  the  inconveni¬ 
ences  attaching  to  the  prefent  fyf- 
tera  of  tranfportation,  and  of  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  its 
correftion  by  the  eftabiiftiment  of 
penitentiaries.  Mr.  Ryder  how¬ 
ever  ftill  wifhed  for  time  for  the 
mature  confiderarion  of  the  fubjeft. 
The  plan  which  was  contained  in 


the  original  afts  was  thought  to  be 
in  many  refpefts  defeftive,  and  he 
was  anxious  before  the  houfe  fhould 
recommend  the  afting  upon  them  to 
confult  with  perfons  who  had  de¬ 
voted  their  attention  to  the  fub¬ 
jeft,  pledging  himfelf  that  he 
would  eftablifh  a  committee  early 
in  the  next  feflion  to  take  the  fub¬ 
jeft  into  ferious  confideration.  Sir 
Samuel  Romilly  could  not  fee  the 
objeft  to  be  attained  by  this  new 
delay,  or  the  ufe  of  appointing  a 
committee  upon  it.  A  divifion  ac¬ 
cording  took  place,  when  there  were 
found  for  the  motion  52,  againft  it 
69.  It  was  loft  therefore  by  feven- 
teen  votes,  but  a  refolution  was 
immediately  moved  by  Mr.  Bath- 
urft,  engaging  the  houfe,  early  in 
the  following  feflion,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  means  of  moft  be¬ 
neficially  carrying  into  effeft  the 
afts  in  queftion,  and  was  carried 
without  oppofition. 

A  bill  was  introduced  for  the 
further  appropriation  of  100,000/. 
to  Queen  Anne’s  bounty  for  the 

une  18. 

themfelves  into  acommitteeupon  it. 
Lord  Holland  objefted  to  its  adop¬ 
tion  at  a  time  when  burdens  already 
preffed  fo  heavily  upon  the  people, 
and  fuggefted  as  a  preferable  mode 
of  relieving  the  clafs  in  queftion,  by 
taxing  the  higher  benefices  in  a 
certain  proportion,  or  applying  the 
produce  of  thofe  benefices  to  which 
no  duty  was  attached,  and  adopt¬ 
ing  certain  regulations  withrefpeft 
to  livings  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 

Lord  Harrowby  obferved,  that 
three-fifths  of  the  livings  in  the 
country,  were  in  lay  patronage, 
and  the  advowfons  were  a  part  of 
the  eftates  of  the  proprietors, 
bought  and  fold  like  other  eftates, 

upon 


poorer  clergy.  When 
the  lords  had  formed 
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Upon  the  faith  that  they  were  only 
fubjeCl  to  taxation  in  common  with 
other  eftates  ;  it  would  be  unjuft 
to  fubjed:  thefe  particular  eftates 
excluftvely  to  a  burthen*  which  if 
neceflary  for  the  general  good, 
ought  to  fall  equally  on  all.  The 
taxing  of  the  higher  clergy  for  the 
relief  of  the  poorer  clafs  was  alfo 
an  approach  to  the  fyftem  of  level¬ 
ling,  and  as  fuch,  contrary  to  the 
fpirit  of  our  epifcopal  eftabliftiment. 
Any  tax  of  this  defcription  would 
pro  tanto  equalize  benefices,  and 
pro  tanto  remove  the  incitement  to 
diligence  and  the  reward  of  dif- 
tin&ion.  If  it  were  confined  to 
livings  in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  or 
of  the  bifhops,  it  would  be  applied 
to  that  very  clafs  of  livings  in 
which  its  operations  would  be  moft 
injurious.  It  had  been  calculated 
that  the  number  of  livings  under 
i {pi.  per  ann.  amounted  to  4400® 
It  was  found,  however,  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  4000,  and  afum  of  2,000,000 /. 
in  twenty-one  years  would  raife 
all  livings  to  iool.  per  annum. 
This  fum,  however,  he  felt  to  be 
of  fuch  alarming  amount,  that  we 
ought  ferioufly  to  inquire  what 
means  remained  for  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  the  objeft  without  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fo  large  a  demand  upon 
the  public  purfe.  With  this  view 
he  fuggefted  for  the  confideration 
of  the  houfe,  the  confolidation  of 
livings  and  the  increafe  by  future 
pofleftors  of  the  falaries  allowed  to 
the  vicars  and  perpetual  curates 
upon  livings  where  the  great  tithes 
were  in  ecclefiaftical  hands.  The 
general  poverty  of  the  church, 
faid  Lord  H.  was  alleged  as 
an  excufe  for  non-refidence,  but 
it  was  clear  that  in  confequence  of 
that  pra&ice  a  much  larger  number 
of  perfons  were  to  be  fupported  by 


the  income  of  the  church.  The 
fame  apology  was  made  for  plura¬ 
lities,  but  if  this  were  accurate, 
we  fhould  expert  to  find  the  greater 
number  of  pluralifts  among  the 
poorer  claffes  of  incumbents.  How 
flood  the  faCl  ?  Of  perfons  non- 
refident  upon  one  benefice  on  ac¬ 
count  of  refidence  on  another,  there 
were  among  the  incumbents  of 
livings  above  150/.  per  annum 
1 1 13,  among  thofe  under  150/. 
per  annum,  only  684.  And  this 
was  to  be  looked  for,  as  the  in¬ 
cumbent  of  one  large  living  was 
much  more  likely  from  his  fitua- 
tion  and  connections  to  procure  a 
fecond,  than  the  incumbent  of  a 
fmaller  one.  What  was  the  refult 
of  thefe  faCts  ?  A  complete  con¬ 
viction  that  the  poverty  of  the 
church  was  fo  clearly  proved,  as  to 
call  in  the  moft  urgent  manner  for 
the  continued  liberality  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  but  that  pecuniary  afiiftance 
alone  would  not  be  fufficient  to 
place  our  church  eftablifhment  in 
fecurity ;  that  unlefs  prompt  and 
efficient  remedies  were  applied,  we 
were  tending  to  that  moft  alarming 
of  all  fituations  in  which  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  the  eftabiifhed  church  would 
not  be  the  religion  of  the  majority 
of  the  people. 

Lords  Stanhope  and  Holland 
contended,  that  the  increafe  of  the 
revenue  of  the  church  had  no  ten¬ 
dency  whatever  to  avert  that  con- 
fummation  which  Lord  Harrowby 
had  deprecated  ;  but  that  it  would 
have  rather  a  contrary  operation. 
The  bill  paft. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  Mr.  Cal- 
craft  called  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  to  the  twelfth  report  of  the 
commiffioners  for  military  inquiry, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  late 
treafurer  of  the  ordnance,  jofeph 

Hunt, 
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Hunt,  a  member  of  that  houfe, 
had  abfconded,  leaving  againft 
him  a  balance  of  above  83,000/. 
of  the  public  money.  It  feems 
that  foon  after  this  gentleman  came 
into  office,  he  began  to  draw  upon 
the  bank  in  the  names  of  perfons 
who  were  conneded  with  the  ord¬ 
nance,  and  in  this  way  drew 
? 00,000/.  the  greater  part  of  which 
he  {till  owed  the  public.  Mr.  Cal- 
craft  moved  a  refolution,  expel¬ 
ling  the  faid  Jofeph  Hunt  from 
that  houfe,  which  was  agreed  to 
n em  con. 

A  bill,  for  the  better  prevention 
of  this  clafs  of  offences,  was 
brought  in  by  Sir  J.  Newport,  who 
Hated  as  the  occafion  of  it  the 
circumftance  of  a  collector  who  had 
abfconded  with  27,000/.  of  the 
public  money  in  his  hands,  and  had 
afterwards  been  taken  with  7000/. 
of  it  in  his  poffeffion.  In  that  cafe, 
if  the  clerk,  of  the  collector  had 
been  guilty,  he  would  have  fuf- 
feted  death  ;  but,  as  the  law  at 
prefent  ftocd,  no  adequate  punifti- 
ment  could  be  inHidfed  on  the  prin¬ 
cipal,  and  therefore  the  law  officers 
had  not  thought  it  defirable  to 
proceed  againft  him.  To  remedy 
this  defed,  Sir  John  Newport  pro- 
pofed  to  make  the  offence  in  quef- 
tion  a  felony  and  puniftiable  by 
feven  years  tranfportation. 

Mr.  Rofe  objeded,  that  gentle¬ 
men  of  refpedability  would  not 
be  defirous  of  engaging  in  public 
bulinefs  with  fuch  a  penalty  hang¬ 
ing  over  them.  A  ftronger  objec¬ 
tion  was  that  of  the  folicitor-ge- 
neral,  who  obferved,  that  at  pre¬ 
fent  the  embezzlement  of  public 
money  was  puniftiable  by  unlimit¬ 
ed  fine  and  imprifonment,  and  even 
pillory,  while  at  the  fame  time  all 
the  delinquent’s  property,  his  per- 


fon  alfo,  arid  all  the  property  in 
his  hands,  were  fubjed:  to  the  writs 
of  extent  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  public.  But  by 
the  prefent  meafure,  fuppofing  a 
public  defaulter  to  flee  the  country, 
not  only  the  property  of  his  fecu- 
rities,  but  even  anyeftates  he  him- 
felf  might  leave  behind  him,  might 
be  free,  as  the  debt  would  merge 
into  the  felony.  This  objection 
was  redified  by  the  omiffion  of  the 
word  felony,  the  offence  remaining 
a  mifdemeanor,  puniftiable  by  tranf¬ 
portation. 

On  the  31ft  of  May,  Mr.  Dun- 
das  moved  that  the  houfe  ftiould 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee 
upon  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company.  His  objed  was  to  move 
an  iffue  of  i|  million  of  exchequer 
bills,  for  the  relief  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  to  be  made  payable  within 
a  limited  time.  The  chief  diffi¬ 
culties  in  which  the  company 
found  itfelf  involved,  arofe  from 
the  number  of  bills  prefented  in 
this  country  for  payment  upon  their 
India  debt.  It  had  been  the  ob¬ 
jed  of  the  company  to  confine 
their  Indian  loans  to  their  furplus 
revenue  in  that  country,  and  it 
had  never  been  expeded  that  they 
ftiould  be  difcharged  out  of  their 
commercial  profits  here.  The  In¬ 
dia  debt  contraded  in  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  territory  and  the  profecu- 
tion  of  wars,  ought  to  be  charged 
on  the  territorial  revenue.  The 
houfe  had  been  in  the  habit  of  ex¬ 
tending  relief  to  merchants  under 
temporary  embarraffments.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  of  the  company’s 
capability  of  repaying  the  grant 
of  1,500,000/.  when  goods  to  the 
amount  of  6  or  8,000,000/.  the 
property  of  the  company,  were 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  the 
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crown.  The  whole  affairs  of  the 
company  would  be  laid  before  the 
houfe  next  feflion. 

Mr.  Creevey  oppofed  the  grant, 
and  a  divifion  took  place,  when  it 
was  carried  by  75;  to  10. 

Early  in  the  feffion  a  fubjeft  of 
great  importance  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  by  Mr.  Horner, 
who  (Feb.  iff.)  rofe  to  move  for 
a  variety  of  accounts  refpe&ing 
the  prefent  date  of  the  circulating 
medium  and  the  bullion  trade,  for 
the  furtherance  of  an  inquiry  into 
the  caufes  of  the  adtual  high  price 
of  bullion,  and  the  confequent  ef¬ 
fect  upon  the  value  of  the  paper 
currency.  He  would  not,  he  faid, 
adopt  the  opinion  entertained  by 
feme,  that  the  high  price  of  gold 
and  depreciation  of  paper  were  to 
be  aferibed  to  the  number  of  coun¬ 
try  banks ;  for  the  better  their 
nature  and  operation  were  under- 
ftood,  it  would  the  more  clearly 
appear  that  they  formed  an  effen- 
tial  part  of  our  fyftem  of  credit 
and  currency.  Nor  did  he  alto¬ 
gether  think  that  the  prefent  evils 
mu  ft  be  referred  wholly  to  an  un¬ 
due  iffue  of  notes  by  the  Bank  of 
England  ;  for  though  an  excefs  in 
the  market  price  of  gold  above  its 
mint  price  would  be  one  certain 
confequence  of  fuch  an  undue  iffue, 
yet  that  fame  excefs  might  origi¬ 
nate  from  other  caufes,  or  be  en¬ 
hanced  by  other  circumftances. 
In  fine,  he  could  not  as  yet  form 
a  confident  opinion  on  the  fubjedf. 
His  prefent  conjefture  was,  that 
the  high  price  of  gold  might  be 
produced  partly  by  a  larger  circu¬ 
lation  of  bank  of  England  notes 
than  was  neceffary,  and  partly  by 
the  new  circumftances  in  which 
the  foreign  trade  of  the  country 
was  placed  ;  by  which  a  continual 
demand  for  bullion  was  produced. 


not  merely  to  difeharge  the  balance 
of  trade,  as  in  the  ordinary  ftate 
of  things,  but  for  the  purpofe  of 
carrying  on  fome  of  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  branches  of  our  commerce, 
fuch  as  the  purchafe  of  naval  ftores 
from  the  Baltic  and  of  grain  from 
countries  under  the  controul  of  the 
enemy.  He  believed  the  former 
caufe  to  operate,  becaufe  the 
market  price  of  gold  had  been 
higher  than  the  mint  price  almoit 
ever  fince  the  reftridlion  of  bank 
payments  in  1797  ;  and  he  fuf- 
pe&ed  the  influence  of  the  latter, 
inafmuch  as  there  was  not  merely 
a  nominal  depreciation  of  paper, 
as  compared  with  bullion,  but  a 
real  demand  for  bullion  itfelf  all 
over  the  country.  The  ftate  of  the 
exchange  was,  no  doubt,  in  fome 
degree  the  caufe  of  this  demand  for 
bullion,  but  other  caufes  might 
alfo  operate,  and  all  this  was  matter 
for  inquiry.  The  nature  of  the  re¬ 
medy  to  be  applied  would  of  courfe 
depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  evil. 
If  that  lay  in  the  exceffive  iffues 
of  the  bank,  it  was  obvious  to 
adopt  fuch  meafures  of  reftriHion 
as  had  already  been  reforted  to  in 
the  cafe  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland.  If 
the  real  caufe  of  the  price  of  gold 
was  the  demand  for  it  as  an  article 
of  trade,  or  a  medium  for  carrying 
on  our  trade,  there  was  no  other 
cure  for  that  but  an  adequate  fup- 
ply,  and  this  fuggefted  the  confi- 
deration  how,  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  our  relations  with  Spain  and 
her  colonies,  their  immenfe  re~ 
fources  of  precious  metals  might 
be  rendered  available  for  our  ac¬ 
commodation. 

The  expediency  of  inquiry  was 
affented  to  unanimoufly,  although 
each  fpeaker  feemed  to  entertain  a 
different  opinion  as  to  its  probable 
refult.  Mr.  Thornton  obferved, 
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that  the  great  point  was  to  afcer- 
tain  the  real  price  of  bullion,  which 
was  that  to  which  the  circulation 
of  the  country  ought  to  conform. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
could  not  fee  how  the  reduction  of 
the  Bank  of  England  paper  could 
affeft  the  price  of  bullion.  Gold 
was  an  article  of  trade,  and  if  the 
quantity  coined  into  a  guinea  was 
worth  at  Hamburgh  more  than  2  ir. 
it  feemed  to  him  that  no  redu&ion 
of  their  home  circulation  of  paper 
currency  could  affe<ft  the  rate  or 
value  of  bullion  in  the  foreign 
market,  which  rate  or  value  was 
to  be  afcribed  to  other  caufes. 

Mr.  Marryat  agreed  with  this, 
and  faid  that  the  queltion  would 
be  found  at  laft  to  reft  on  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  ftate  of  exchange 
againft  us  in  the  different  markets, 
being  from  twenty  to  thirty-five 
per  cent,  and  this  unfavourable 
ftate  of  the  exchange  he  attributed 
to  the  indifcriminate  ufe  of  licenfes, 
by  which  all  the  ftaple  commodi¬ 
ties  of  France  and  her  allies  were 
brought  to  this  country,  in  return 
for  bullion  and  fpecie. 

Mr.  Baring  alfo  thought  the 
difficulty  lay  in  the  ftate  of  our 
trade,  but  could  not  attribute  the 
whole  depreciation  exclufively  to 
the  fyftem  of  licenfes,  fince  thefe 
licenfes  were  for  exports  as  well  as 
imports.  The  motions  were  agreed 
to.  A  felecft  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  fubjeft  was  foon  after 
appointed.  Their  report  was  not 
given  in  until  the  day  preceding 
the  prorogation*  of  parliament.  1 1 
was  however  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  immediately  excited,  in  a  ftrong 
degree,  the  attention  of  the  pub¬ 
lic.  As  however  the  difcuflions 
relating  to  it  were  neceflarily  poft- 
poned  to  the  following  feffions,  we 


fhall  defer  for  the  prefent  any  ac¬ 
count  or  confideration  of  its  con¬ 
tents. 

Near  the  clofe  of  the  fef- 
fion,  Mr.  Brougham  called 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  the  ftate 
of  the  flave  trade.  The  queftion,  he 
faid,  was  whether  any  or  what  mea- 
fures  could  be  adopted,  in  order  to 
watch  over  the  execution  of  the 
fentence  of  condemnation  which 
parliament  had,  with  a  lingular 
unanimity,  palled  upon  the  llave 
trade.  From  papers  upon  the  ta¬ 
ble,  it  appeared  that  this  abomi¬ 
nable  traffic  had  not  ceafed  even  in 
this  country.  The  Spanilh  colo¬ 
nies  obtained  their  fupplies  chiefly 
from  the  Brazils,  between  which 
and  the  coaft  of  Africa  the  traffic 
in  human  beings  continue  to  flou- 
rilh  in  an  enormous  degree,  the 
annual  importation  of  negroes  into 
South  America  being  eftimated  at 
not  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand.  In¬ 
deed,  unlefs  the  American  flag 
could  by  fome  means  be  excluded 
from  its  large  (hare  in  this  com¬ 
merce,  and  unlefs  the  Spanilh  and 
Portuguefe  governments  could  be 
brought  to  fome  concurrent  ar¬ 
rangement,  it  muff  ftill  be  carried 
on  to  an  enormous  extent  5  and  it 
was  in  vain  to  talk  of  abolilhing 
it  even  in  our  own  colonies.  He 
faw  no  reafon  why,  on  this  particu¬ 
lar  point,  our  influence  over  foreign 
councils  fhould  be  ineffectual.  On 
all  other  meafures,  fome  of  fufpi- 
cious,  fome  of  doubtful  policy,  we 
were  ready  enough  to  intrigue,  to 
fight,  to  pay.  From  one  end  of 
Europe  to  the  other  our  weight 
was  felt,  and  in  general  it  was  no 
very  popular  thing  to  call  it  in 
queftion.  On  this  one  occafion, 
however,  we  became  both  weak 
and  diffident,  and  while  we  refufe 
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to  a&  muft  needs  make  a  boaft  of 
our  inability.  Mr.  Brougham 
then  adverted  to  the  evafions  of 
the  abolition  a&s  in  this  country. 
From  the  papers  laid  on  the  table, 
it  appeared  that  but  a  very  few 
months  ago,  in  the  very  river 
which  walked  the  walls  of  that 
houfe,  perfons,  daring  to  call 
themfelves  Englifh  merchants,  had 
been  dete&ed  in  the  adl  of  fitting 
out  a  velfel,  of  great  bulk,  for  the 
purpofe  of  bearing  feven  or  eight 
hundred  wretched  beings  from  Afri» 
ca,  and  carrying  them  through  the 
unfpeakable  horrors  of  the  middle 
paffage,  to  endlefs  bondage,  and 
mifery  and  toil  which  knows  no 
limits,  nor  is  broken  by  any  reft, 
in  the  fands  and  fwamps  of  Brazil. 
At  another  port  of  this  country, 
fix  velfels  had  juft  been  fitted  out 
for  the  fame  trade,  or  rather  for 
the  fame  feries  of  deteftable  crimes ; 
for  he  muft  proteft  loudly  againft 
the  abufe  of  language,  which  al¬ 
lowed  fuch  men  to  call  themfelves 
traders,  or  merchants.  It  was  not 
commerce  but  crime  that  they 
were  driving.  He  deemed  too 
highly  of  that  molt  honourable  and 
ufeful  purfuit,  to  endure  that  its 
name  fhould  be  proftituted  to  the 
ufe  of  men  who  lived  by  treachery, 
rapine,  torture,  and  murder.  When 
he  faid  murder,  he  fpoke  literally, 
and  advifedly,  He  meant  to  ufe 
no  figurative  phrase,  and  he  knew 
he  was  guilty  of  no  exaggeration. 
He  was  fpeaking  of  the  worft  form 
of  that  crime ;  of  cool,  deliberate, 
mercenary  murder.  Infomemeafure, 
to  arreft  the  continued  perpetra¬ 
tion  of  thefe  enormities,  he  pro- 
pofed  that  the  cefiion  of  the  ifland 
of  Biflao  Ihould  be  obtained  from 
the  Portuguefe,  and  that  fix  or 
feven  light  fhips  be  employed  as 
Vol.  LII.  or  Vol.  X.  New  Si 


cruizers,  to  watch  the  African 
coaft.  Once  root  the  trade  out, 
and  there  was  no  fear  of  its  again 
fpringing  up.  The  capital  required 
by  it,  the  labour  and  ingenuity  of 
the  perfons  engaged  in  it  would 
find  other  vents.  Some  of  them 
would  naturally  go  on  the  high¬ 
way,  while  others  would  betake 
themfelves  to  piracy,  and  the  law 
might  in  due  time  difpofe  of  them. 
The  meafures  above  mentioned, 
however,  were  mere  expedients* 
The  idea  of  {topping  fuch  a  traffic 
by  pecuniary  penalties  was  abfurd 
and  inconfiftent;  and,  after  the 
trial  given  to  the  abolition  law, 
he  was  prepared  to  go  much  fur¬ 
ther,  and  declare  that  the  Have 
trade  fhould  at  once  be  made  fe¬ 
lony  ;  and  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  that  effedt  early 
next  feffion.  Mr.  Brougham  con¬ 
cluded  by  moving  an  addrefs  to  the 
king,  befeeching  his  Majefty  to 
ufe  his  belt  endeavours  with  his 
allies  to  induce  them  to  co-operate 
with  this  country  in  a  general  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  flave  trade,  and  fur¬ 
ther  praying  him  to  caufe  to  be 
given  to  the  commanders  of  his 
Majefty’s  (hips  and  veflels,  and  the 
officers  of  the  cuftoms,  fuch  orders 
as  may  effe&ually  tend  to  fupprefs 
the  pradlices  of  certain  perfons  who 
ftill  continued  in  a  clandeftine  and 
fraudulent  manner  the  deteftable 
traffic  in  queftion. 

All  parties  concurred  in  the  fen- 
timents  whieh  had  been  fo  energe¬ 
tically  expreffed  by  Mr.  Brough¬ 
am.  The  addrefs  was  carried  nern 
con ,  as  was  the  refolution  which 
was  moved  immediately  after, 
whereby  the  houfe,  after  expreff- 
ing  its  indignation  and  furprife  at 
learning  the  attempts  which  had 
recently  been  made  to  evade  the 
ries.  [AT]  abolition 
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abolition  aft,  engaged  early  in  the 
next  fefiiori  to  take  into  its  coniider- 
ation  fuch  meafures  as  might  tend 
to  prevent  fuch  daring  violations 
of  the  law. 

On  the  fame  night  that  the 
above  refolution  paffed,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  took  occaiion  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  vote  of  credit  bill, 
to  make  a  fpeech  in  which  he  en¬ 
tered  at  large  upon  the  general 
ftate  and  profpefts  of  the  country. 
After  a  detailed  recapitulation  of 
the  hiftory  of  the  feffion,  and 
ftrongly  reprobating  the  conduft  of 
the  minifter  in  almoft  every  mea- 
fure  that  had  fucceffively  come  be¬ 
fore  them,  he  proceeded  to  advert 
to  the  fnuation  of  our  foreign  re¬ 
lations.  With  refpeft  to  the  pe- 
ninfula,  he  faid,  that  under  the 
imbecility  and  impotence  of  her 
prefent  government,  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  look  upon  the  caufe  of 
Spain,  at  any  period,  other  wife 
than  as  utterly  defperate ;  after 
what  had  been  feen  of  the  criminal 
mifconduft,  the  deplorable  weak- 
nefs  of  the  junta,  no  other  con- 
clufion  could  be  arrived  at.  We 
might,  if  we  could  be  fo  infatu¬ 
ated,  fend  out  our  laft  man  to  ftarve 
in  Spain,  but  with  fuch  apathy  in 
the  people,  and  fuch  ignorance  and 
incompetence  in  their  rulers,  it 
was  aftually  impofiible  that  any 
effeftuai  Hand  be  made  there.  Was 
it  poliible  that  we  fhould  deter¬ 
mine  to  go  on  to  the  laft  upon  a 
'mere  point  of  honour  ?  For  his 
own  part,  as  he  confidered  the 
conteft  hopelefs,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  fooner  Lord  Wellington 
and  his  army  were  fafe  back  the 
better.  The  Portuguefe  troops,  it 
Was  faid,  were  much  improved  in 
difcipline  and  efficiency,  but  ad¬ 
mitting  this,  what  chance  did  it 


give  of  any  progrefs  in  Spain  t 
Was  any  man  fo  a’bfurd  as  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  if  the  French  were  once 
completely  mafters  of  Spain,  the 
force  now  in  Portugal  would  be 
fufficient  to  maintain  poffieffion  of 
that  country  againft  the  whole  con¬ 
centrated  power  of  France?  Maf- 
fena,  it  was  known,  had  arrived 
at  Salamanca,  and  taken  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  French  army — a  bat¬ 
tle  was  expefted,  and  glorious  as 
our  viftory  would  undoubtedly  be, 
he  was  no  lefs  fure  that  it  would  be 
fruitlefs,  aud  that  our  army  would 
be  compelled  to  embark  in  a  very 
fhort  fpace  of  time  after  the  achieve¬ 
ment.  Operations  in  Spain  were, 
indeed,  quite  out  of  the  queftion  ; 
it  was  not  upon  the  arena  of  Por¬ 
tugal  that  we  could  fight  for  Eu¬ 
rope:  and,  if  we  fhould  be  mad 
enough  to  attempt  it,  the  final  re- 
duftion  of  Portugal  would  neceffa- 
rily  follow  the  fubjugation  of 
Spain.  Mr.  Whitbread  then  al¬ 
luded  to  the  cruel  fyftem  of  reta¬ 
liation  which,  he  faid,  had  been 
afted  upon  by  the  Spaniards,  and 
concluded  by  declaring  that  the 
general  refult  of  the  whole  was, 
that  in  Europe  all  was  loft,  every 
bright  profpeft  had  c’ofed.  In  the 
other  hemifphece,  however,  if  wife 
meafures  were  purfued  great  feenes 
would  be  rapidly  developed  — - 
South  America  prefented  a  fpa- 
cious  field,  and  by  afftfting  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  independence 
of  the  Spanifh  provinces  in  that 
quarter,  in  the  event  of  the  fubju¬ 
gation  of  the  mother  country,  we 
fhould  not  only  confer  a  fubftantial 
benefit  upon  them,  but  open  new 
and  unexplored  fources  of  profpe- 
rity  for  Great  Britain. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
and  Mr.  Canning  rofe  at  the  fame 

time 
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time  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Whitbread. 
The  former,  however,  gave  way. 
Mr.  Canning,  after  adverting  to 
Mr.  Whitbread’s  omiffion  on  this 
occafion  of  his  accuftomed  ftate- 
ment  of  the  neceftity  and  praftica- 
bility  of  opening  negotiations  for 
peace,  proceeded  at  once  to  meet 
the  opinions  and  forebodings  which 
he  had  expreffed  refpe tiling  the 
caufe  and  the  fate  of  Spain.  In 
other  inftances,  he  faid,  when  once 
the  French  armies  had  overcome 
the  regular  and  difcipiined  armies 
of  the  continent,  the  conquered 
power  fell  without  further  effort. 
t(  But  is  that  the  cafe  in  Spain  ?  Has 
the  enemy,  with  all  his  military 
fuperiority,  and  with  all  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  having  taken  the  Spa¬ 
niards  unprepared,  of  having  oc¬ 
cupied  in  peace  the  ftrong  holds, 
which  he  afterwards  turned  to  the 
purpofes  of  war,  has  he  yet  fuc- 
ceeded  in  eftablifhing  his  will  as 
the  law  of  Spain  ?  We  have  feen 
their  armies  beaten  down,  their 
towns  taken  and  razed  ;  yet  have 
not  thofe  calamities  broken  their 
fpirits.  From  the  afhes  of  their 
flaughtered  countrymen,  and  from 
the  fmoking  ruins  of  their  cities 
and  their  hamlets,  has  burfl  forth 
a  renovated  flame,  kindling  anew 
that  ardour  and  enthufiafm,  which 
misfortune  may  for  a  time  fmother 
and  overwhelm,  but  has  no  power 
to  extinguifh.  A  people  fo  ani¬ 
mated,  and  fo  refolute,  may  be 
exterminated,  but  they  cannot  be 
fubdued  ;  from  each  difafter  that 
befalls  them  they  derive  new  ener¬ 
gies,  as  they  do  frefh  motives  of 
refiftance.  For  ourfelves,  we  are 
inevitably^  engaged  in  the  flruggle, 
and  have  no  alternative  but  to 
maintain  it  with  vigour,  or  to  be 
prepared  to  pay  in  our  perils  the 
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price  of  our  own  pufillanimity  and 
bafenefs.” 

“  But  what,  I  afk,  are  the 
grounds  of  the  hon.  gentleman’s  de- 
fpondency  ?  There  has  been,  he 
fays,  no  order,  no  plan,  no  combina¬ 
tion,  in  the  military  efforts  of  Spain; 
and  is  this  wonderful  ?  The  po¬ 
pulation  of  univerfal  Spain,  roufed 
by  a  fenfe  of  infult  and  injury', 
and  a&uated  by  the  powerful  and 
heroic  determination  to  preferve 
their  exigence  as  a  people,  rofe 
againft  their  invaders  in  different 
and  diftant  parts  of  the  country — ■ 
rofe  at  once,  but  without  previous 
concert  or  combination.  Who 
could  expert  to  find  in  that  unpa¬ 
ralleled  national  explofion,  all  the 
order,  all  the  arrangement,  all 
that  efficient  organization  of  means, 
and  all  that  wife  and  judicious 
application  of  them,  which  are  to 
be  traced  in  the  operations  of 
governments  of  regular  conftitu- 
tions  and  eftablifhed  authority  ? 
But  thefe  advantages  of  regular 
governments  we  know  have  been 
frequently  more  than  counterba¬ 
lanced  by  their  inherent  difad  van¬ 
tages  in  the  tremendous  conflicts 
which  of  late  years  they  have  had 
to  fuftain.  It  is  true,  as  gentle¬ 
men  are  fond  of  obferving,  that 
Spain  is  a  country  of  prejudice 
and  bigotry  :  bigotry'  and  preju¬ 
dice,  however,  are  not  without 
their  ufe  in  fuch  a  conteft  as  that 
in  which  they  are  engaged— pre¬ 
judice  which  exalts  the  fpirit  of 
patriotifm  by  the  rooted  preference 
of  their  own  manners  and  inftitu- 
tions — and  bigotry,  which,  if  it 
is  akin  to  intolerance  on  one  fide, 
is  allied  to  perfeverance  on  the 
other;  which,  however  to  be  de¬ 
precated  as  an  active  principle,  is 
of  powerful  operation  in  infpiring 
f  K  2]  refiftance 
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refiftance  and  fuftaining  courage 
under  opprefiion.  The  conteft, 
continued  Mr.  Canning,  is  not  at 
an  end.  The  French  army  ha& 
achieved,  and  may  continue  to  a- 
chieve,  the  conqueft  of  province 
after  province ;  but  it  has  not 
been,  and  will  not  be  able  to 
maintain  fuch  conquefts,  in  a  coun¬ 
try  where  the  influence  of  the  con¬ 
queror  does  not  extend  beyond  the 
limits  of  his  military  pofts  ;  where 
his  authority  is  confined  within 
the  fortrelTes  which  he  garrifons, 
or  the  cantonments  which  he  oc¬ 
cupies;  where  all  that  is  behind 
him  and  before  him  and  around 
him,  is  fullen  difcontent  and  medi¬ 
tated  vengeance,  unconquerable 
refiftance  and  inextinguifhable 
hate ;  and  if  the  Spaniards  have 
their  fufferings  to  endure,  at  what 
price  do  the  French  carry  on  the 
war  ?  The  hon.  gentleman  indeed 
has  lamented  that  we  ftiould  be 
parties,  as  he  exprefled  himfelf,  to 
the  fyftem  of  warfare  purfued  by 
the  Spaniards,  fo  alien  to  the  fpi- 
fit  of  generous  hoftility.  Gener¬ 
ous  hoftility  !  Good  God  !  The 
generous  hoftility  begun  by  Buo¬ 
naparte  againft  unoffending  Spain  ! 
The  generofity  of  him,  the  out¬ 
rageous  violater  of  every  facred 
obligation  ;  the  bloody  and  un¬ 
feeling  deftroyer  of  the  rights  of 
fovereigns,  and  the  independence 
of  nations !  Far  am  I,  as  far  as  any 
man,  from  juftifying  the  commif- 
flon,  under  any  circumftances  of 
excefles,  which  deform  the  cha¬ 
racter  and  brutalize  the  feelings  of 
man.  But  the  crime  and  fhame 
are  in  the  original  perpetrator. 
There  are  infults,  which  to  have 
endured  at  the  hand  of  an  op- 
preftbr,  degrades  a  man  in  his  own 


efteem,  and  forces  him  to  recover 
his  level  by  a  fignal  and  terrible 
revenge.  Such  are  the  inflidlions 
which  the  French  armies  have 
poured  out  upon  the  Spaniards.  If 
ever  ads  of  ferocious  retaliation 
might  admit  of  extenuation,  it  is 
in  fuch  a  caufe,  and  upon  fuch  pro¬ 
vocation  as  they  have  received, 
from  an  enemy  unreftrained  in  his 
career  of  ambition  by  any  law, 
human  or  divine.  Such  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  juftification  of  the 
Spaniards.  Thus  they  defend  and 
avenge  their  invaded  country- — 
their  pillaged  and  defolated  homes  - 
— their  murdered  parents — their 
violated  wives  and  daughters — and 
who  fhall  fay  that  fuch  vengeance 
is  not  juftified  in  the  eyes  of  God 
and  man  ?  That  our  army  has  had 
any  fliare  in  committing  or  coun¬ 
tenancing  fuch  exceffes  is  not  pre¬ 
tended,  and  would  not  admit  of 
excufe ;  our  bufinefs  is  with  the 
enemy  in  the  field.  But  that  I 
fhould  therefore  difguife  the  Tatis- 
faftion  which  I  derive  from  the  con- 
fideration  that  every  French  foldier 
who  falls  a  facrifice  to  Spanifh 
vengeance,  is  one  oppreflor  the 
lefs  for  the  reft  of  the  nations  of 
the  world,  would  be  a  hypocrify 
which  I  difdain.  Long  may  the 
ftruggle  be,  and  be  its  courfe  as 
deathful  to  the  French  armies  as 
heretofore.  One  French  army  has 
already  been  worn  down  and  de- 
ftroyed  in  Spain  :  and  I  know  no 
precept  of  humanity  that  forbids  me 
to  exult  in  the  profpetff  of  a  fimi- 
lar  fate  awaiting  thofe  who  are 
now  the  inftrument  of  tyranny  and 
violence.  ** 

No  attempt  was  made  to  pro¬ 
long  the  debate  after  Mr.  Canning 
had  ended,  nor  did  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread 
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bread  trouble  the  houfe  by  a  divi- 
fion  on  the  bill,  which  accordingly 
pa  (Ted. 

A  difcufiion  of  a  fimilar  nature 

had  taken  place  two  days  before 

t  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 

June  ij.  wjlen  Qrey  rofe  to 

call  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to 
the  dangers  that  prelTed  npon  the 
nation  in  its  prefent  emergency, 
and  to  the  means  that  remained  to 
meet  and  furmount  them.  The 
noble  lord’s  fpeech  was  of  unufual 
length,  but  thefnort  recapitulation 
with  which  it  concluded,  will  fuf? 
ficiently  indicate  the  variety  of 
topics  which  it  embraced.  ((  Of 
peace,'5  (aid  he,  (i  I  fear  there  is 
but  little  profped ;  while  war  is 
indifpenfable,  let  us  have  no  failure 
in  it  from  a  failure  of  our  re¬ 
sources,  but  provide  for  all  emer¬ 
gencies,  by  the  eftablifnment  of 
fome  liable  ftyftem  of  finance.  Let 
us  endeavour  to  conciliate  thofe 
neutral  powers  with  whom  any  re? 
maining  commercial  intercourfe  can 
be  carried  on  ;  let  us  adopt, 
promptly,  the  beft:  meafures  for 
eftablithing  a  free  currency.  The 
conciliation  of  all  his  Majefty’s 
fubjeds,  and  particularly  of  his 
fubjeds  in  Ireland,  is  at  this  time 
more  than  ever  neceftary,  firmly 
to  unite  all  claflfes  of  the  people  in 
defence  of  the  deareft  interefts  of 
the  empire.  Let  us  fpeedily  effed 
fuch  economical  reforms  as  are  con- 
fiftent  with  the  public  fervice,  and 
moderate,  and  temperate  and  cau¬ 
tious  but  fincere  reform  of  thofe 
abufes  which  have  corrupted  the 
frame  of  our  conftitution,  and  the 
continuance  of  which  has  excited 
fo  much  public  reproach.  Of  the 
privileges  and  powers  of  parlia¬ 
ment  I  have  given  a  decided  opi¬ 
nion,  conceiving,  as  I  do,  that 


they  are  inherent  in  its  conftitu- 
tion,  and  indifpenfable  to  the  free 
exercife  of  its  fundions.”  Earl 
Grey  then  moved  an  add  refs  to 
the  king,  in  which  he  enforced 
the  fame  topics,  and  reprobated  in 
ftrong  terms  the  condud  of  min  if- 
ters  on  the  feveral  points  to  which 
he  had  adverted, 

Lord  Liverpool  fpoke  ably  in 
reply.  With  regard  to  economical 
reform,  he  ftated  his  con  vidian 
that  there  never  was  a  rich  and 
profperous  country,  the  civil  go¬ 
vernment  of  which  was  conduded 
at  an  expence  comparatively  fo 
fmall.  The  noble  lord  had  coun- 
felled  the  hufbanding  of  our  re- 
fources,  and  the  avoiding  of  co¬ 
operation  as  much  as  poftible. 
Would  he,  when  the  Spanifti  infur- 
redion  broke  out,  have  aded  upon 
that  fy Item  ?  He  would  not  have 
dared  fo  to  ad  at  fuch  a  crifis9 
The  country  would  not  have  borne 
it. 

Earl  Stanhope  exprefied  his  dif? 
fent  from  Lord  Grey5s  dodrine  re- 
fpeding  parliamentary  privileges, 
In  allufton  to  the  neceffity  of  re¬ 
form,  he  told  a  ftory  of  a  great 
boroughmonger  who  applied  to  a 
minifter  for  a  very  important 
place,  and  being  refufed,  faid, 
“  You  will  remember  there  are 
feven  of  us.55  It  was  in  vain  for 
the  minifter  to  proteft  that  the 
place  was  already  promifed ;  the 
laconic  eloquence  of  the  fimple 
phrafe,  “  there  are  feven  of  us,55 
being  repeated,  procured  the  place. 
With  refped  to  the  two  parties, 
he  thought  it  would  be  the  beft 
fervice  they  could  render  to  their 
king  and  country,  that  they  ihould 
fiang  together. 

Lord  Erlkine  and  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  equally  diftented  from  the 

[A'  3]  '  noble 
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noble  mover’s  opinion  of  the  le¬ 
gality  of  the  powers  lately  exer- 
ciled  by  the  houfe  of  commons. 
The  lord  chancellor  and  the  Mar- 
quefs  of  Lanfdowne  fpoke  in  fup- 
port  of  them.  Upon  a  divifion, 
the  addrefs  was  rejedfed  by  1 34 
peers  to  72. 

On  the  21ft  of  June,  parliament 
was  prorogued.  The  king’s  fpeech 
was  read  by  commiffion  ;  after  ad¬ 
verting  to  the  late  fucceffes  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  which,  for  the  firft 
time  in  the  hiftory  of  the  wars  of 
Great  Britain,  had  wrefted  from 
France  all  her  polfeffions  in  that 
quarter  of  the  world,  it  congra¬ 
tulated  the  houfe  on  the  fad  that, 
notwithftanding  the  necelfary  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  demands  for  the  public 
fervice,  the  refources  of  the  coun¬ 
try  manifefting  themfelves  by  every 
mark  of  profperity,  by  a  revenue 
increafing  in  almoft  all  its  branches, 
and  by  a  commerce  extending  it- 
felf  in  new  channels,  and  with  an 
increafed  vigour  in  proportion  as 
the  enemy  had  in  vain  attempted 
to  deftroy  it,  had  enabled  them  to 
provide  for  the  expences  of  the 
year  without  impofing  the  burden 
of  any  new  taxation  upon  Great 
Britain.  The  king  again  expreff- 
ed  his  firm  and  unaltered  convic¬ 
tion  that  not  only  the  honour  of 
his  throne,  but  the  belt  interefts 
of  his  dominions,  required  his 
moft  ftrenuous  and  perfevering  af- 
fiftance  to  the  glorious  efforts  of 
the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe,  and 
concluding  by  recommending  to 
the  members,  upon  their  return  to 
their  refpedive  counties,  to  ufe 
their  heft  exertions  to  promote 
that  fpirit  of  order  and  obedience 
to  the  laws  which  alone  can  give 
full  effed  to  his  Majefty  s  pater¬ 


nal  care  for  the  welfare  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  people. 

This  laft  part  of  the  fpeech  al¬ 
luded  to  the  fpirit  of  riot  and  in- 
fubordination  which  had  been  raa- 
nifeited  by  the  populace  in  the  af¬ 
fair  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  a 
renewal  of  the  expreffion  of  which 
was  expedited  when  by  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  felfion  the  worthy  ba¬ 
ronet  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty.  The 
friends  of  this  confeffing  patriot 
had  publicly  announced  their  in¬ 
tention  of  celebrating  the  period  of 
his  liberation  by  every  demonftra- 
tion  of  popular  triumph  ;  a  kind 
of  programma  of  the  pageant 
which  it  was  intended  fhould  ac¬ 
company  Sir  Francis  from  the 
Tower,  was  placarded,  and  differ¬ 
ent  points  of  affembly  were  affigned 
to  fuch  perfons  as  purpofed  to 
walk,  to  ride,  or  to  go  in  car¬ 
riages,  at  the  proceflion.  On  the 
morning  of  this  important  day, 
the  whole  town  appeared  to  be  in 
a  ftate  of  joyous  commotion  ;  the 
fhops  were  fhut ;  the  bells  of  feve- 
ral  parifti  churches  ringing,  and 
an  immenfe  crowd,  decorated  for 
the  moft  part  with  the  favours  of 
the  baronet,  were  affembled  on 
Tower-hill,  where  the  different 
deferiptions  of  perfons  who  were 
to  compofe  the  proceflion  had  al¬ 
ready  taken  the  ftations  affigned 
to  them,  and  waited  in  breathlefs 
expe&ation  the  moment  when  the 
prorogation  of  parliament  fhould 
throw  open  the  gates  of  the  for. 
trefs  to  the  egrefs  of  its  prifoner. 
In  this  ftate  of  feeling,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  conceive  the  aftonifh- 
ment  and  difappointment  of  ihe 
populace  when,  after  a  confider- 
able  period  of  anxious  expe&ation, 
it  was  announced  to  them  that  Sir 

Francis 
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Francis  had  already  left  the  Tower; 
having  ftepped  into  a  boat  at  the 
Tower-Hairs,  eroded  the  river,  and 
proceeded  in  his  own  carriage  to 
Wimbledon.  In  this  unforefeen 
emergency,  howewer,  the  friends 
of  the  baronet  kept  their  counte¬ 
nance  and  their  temper  better  than 
could  have  been  expected  ;  it  was 
Hill  refolved  that  the  proceflion 
Ihould  go  back  in  the  manner  pre- 
feribed,  and  the  empty  phaeton, 
which  had  been  deftined  for  the 
patriot  fenator,was  paraded  through 
the  ftreets  till  thev  reached  his  re- 

j 

fldenee  in  Piccadilly  where  the 
pageant  broke  up.  Not  fo  the 
mob ;  thefe  became  immediately 
clamorous  for  lights,  and  in  a  Ihort 
time  a  general  and  fplendid  illumi¬ 
nation  adorned  all  the  windows 
from  Hyde  Park  Corner  to  the 
Mardien-houfe.  Some  few  were 
broken,  but  no  other  milchief  took 
place.  The  fame  night  a  deputa¬ 
tion  waited  upon  Sir  Francis  at 
Wimbledon,  to  requeft  an  expla¬ 
nation  of  his  conduct.  He  allured 
them  that  it  had  been  the  refult 
of  the  deepeft  reflection,  and  had 
occupied  his  mind  more  than  half 
the  time  he  had  been  in  the 
Tower ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
public  might  feel  difappointed,  and 


would  no  doubt  exprefs  their  dis¬ 
appointment  ftrongly,  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks 
there  would  not  be  a  reflecting 
mind  in  the  kingdom  that  would 
not  approve  of  what  he  had  done. 
His  enemies  had  been  bale  enough 
to  charge  him  with  the  blood  that 
had  been  died  ;  and  had  h®,  by 
gratifying  his  perfonal  vanity, 
been  the  caufe  of  a  Angle  accident, 
or  the  death  of  any  perfon,  he 
Ihould  have  reflected  upon  it  with 
pain  for  the  remaindesof  lus  life.  It 
was  fuggefted  to  him  that  he  ought 
to  have  made  known  his  intention  ; 
but  he  replied,  that  i(  it  was  ab¬ 
solutely  neceffary  that  there  fhould 
be  an  expreflion  of  public  fenti- 
ment  ;  that  was  now  complete,  and 
his  being  in  the  proceflion  could 
not  have  added  to  it.”  Whether 
thefe  were  the  aCtual  motives  of 
the  baronet’s  proceeding  has  been 
much  doubted  ;  they  tended  little 
to  fatisfy  his  admirers  as  to  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  itfelf ;  and  it  was  obferv- 
able,  that  from  that  time  the  inte. 
reft  which  he  had  excited  conti¬ 
nued  to  cool,  infomuch  that  the 
fuit  which  he  afterwards  inftituted 
againft  the  fpeaker,  attracted  little 
or  nothing  of  the  public  attention. 
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State  of  our  Relations  with  America.  Correfpondence  between  Lord  Weiiejley 
and  Mr.  Pinckney  refpeding  the  Recal  of  Mr.  Jackfon,  Diffatisfadiion 
of  the  Americans.  Ref olut ions  of  the  Legi/lature  of  Maffachuffets .  V io- 

lent  Proceedings  of  the  French  Government  towards  American  Property. 
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Occupation  of  -Koderiguez,  Capture  of  the  Harbour  of  St .  Paul and 
Recovery  of  the  Ships.  Unfortunate  Lofs  of  four  Frigates ,  in  an  Attack 
upon  Port  South  Eaft.  Expedition  againft  the  Ife  of  Bourbon.  Surren¬ 
der  of  the  Garrifon.  Attack  upon  Mauritius .  Details  of  the  Operations . 
The  Ijland  capitulates .  Efforts  of  the  Enemy  to  reinforce  the  Garrifon  of 
Guada  loupe.  Gallant  Ad  ion  of  the  Junon  with  four  French  Frigates . 
Expedition  againft  Guadaloupe.  Surrender  of  the  Ijland.  Subfequent 
Surrender  of  the  If  and  of  Euftatius.  Complete  Annihilation  of  the 
French  and  Dutch  Power  in  the  Weft  Indies . 


OTHING  occurred  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  year 
fubftantially  to  affed  the  charader 
of  our  relations  with  America.  We 
have  defcribed,  in  our  laft  volume, 
the  unhappy  temper  which  the  dif- 
avowal  of  Mr.  Erfkine’s  arrange¬ 
ment  produced  in  the  American 
government,  and  the  circumftances 
under  which  it  thought  proper  to 
break  off  all  further  intercourfe 
with  that  gentleman's  fuccefibr  in 
the  embafly.  Its  next  ftep  was 
to  inftrud  Mr.  Pinckney,  the  Ame¬ 
rican  minifter  in  England,  to 
,  demand  Mr.  Jackfon's  re- 

Jan-  2‘  call.  Lord  Wellefley,  in 
reply  to  this  application,  obferved, 
that  the  moft  pofitive  aflurances 
had  been  received  from  Mr.  Jack¬ 
fon,  that  it  was  not  his  purpofe  to 
give  offence  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  by  any  expref- 
fion  contained  in  his  letters,  or  by 
any  part  of  his  condud.  His  con- 
dud  and  etfpreflions,  however,  hav- 
ing  appeared  to  that  government  to 
be  exceptionable,  the  ufual  courfe 
would  have  been  to  convey  to  his 
Majefty  in  the  firft  inftance a  formal 
complaint  againft  his  minifter, 
and  thus  left  open  an  opportunity 
for  fuch  arrangements  or  explana¬ 
tions  as  might  have  precluded  the 
inconvenience  neceffarily  arifing 
from  a  fufpenfion  of  official  inter¬ 
courfe  between  the  friendly  pow¬ 
ers*  Lord  Wellefley  added,  that 


the  king,  in  his  ufual  difpofition 
to  pay  every  attention  to  the 
wifhes  of  powers  in  amity  with 
him,  had  direded  the  return  of 
Mr.  Jackfon  to  England,  but  he 
had  not  marked  with  any  expref- 
fion  of  difpleafure  the  condud  of 
that  gentleman,  whofe  integrity, 
zeal,  and  ability,  had  long  been 
diftinguifhed  in  his  Majefty's  fer- 
vice,  and  who  did  not  appear  in 
the  prefent  inftance  to  have  com¬ 
mitted  any  intentional  offence 
againft  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  further 
ftated,  that  Mr.  Jackfon  would  be 
ordered  to  deliver  over  the  charge 
of  our  affairs  in  America  to  a  per- 
fon  properly  qualified  to  carry  on 
the  ordinary  intercourfe  of  the  two 
governments,  and  that  in  the  mean¬ 
while  his  Majefty  was  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  with  fentiments  of  undimi- 
niflied  amity  and  good-will  any 
communication  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  might 
deem  beneficial  to  the  interefts  of 
both  countries,  through  any  chan¬ 
nel  of  negotiation  it  might  think 
beft  to  feled. 

Although  the  condud  of  our 
government  upon  this  occafion 
feems  to  have  been  the  only  one 
it  could  reafonably  have  been  ex- 
peded  to  adopt,  it  was  not  by  any 
means  fatisfadory  to  the  ruling 
party  in  America.  The  manner  of 
Mr.  Jackfon’s  recall,  unaccompa¬ 
nied 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [153 


med  by  any  expreflion  of  difplea- 
fure  towards  him,  the  delay  in  the 
appointment  of  a  minifter  of  fuffi. 
cient  rank  and  dignity  to  fucceed 
the  recalled  envoy,  and  the  inti¬ 
mation,  now  repeated,  that  the 
Britilh  government  was  prepared 
only  to  receive,  and  not  to  pro- 
pofe,  any  communications  for  the 
adjuftment  of  the  exifting  differ¬ 
ences,  became  feverally  the  topics 
of  indignant  animadverfion  on  the 
part  of  the  republican  writers  ;  and 
it  was  affirmed,  that  nothing  but 
the  confidence  derived  from  the 
fa&ious  oppofition  made  in  con- 
grefs  to  the  meafures  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  could  have  induced  our  govern¬ 
ment  to  perfevere  in  a  mode  of 
conduct  fo  irritating  and  unjuft. 
A  very  marked  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion  upon  the  tranfa&ions  in  quef- 
tion,  did  in  fa<ft,  exift  in  America. 
The  legiflature  of  the  ftate  of 
Maffachuffets,  in  particular,  had 
P  ,  g  openly  entered  their  pro- 
e  *  *  teft  againft  the  proceed¬ 
ings  which  had  met  the  approbation 
of  the  houfes  of  congrefs,  and 
which  vifibly  tended  to  no  other 
confummation  than  a  war  with 
England,  and  confequently  an  al¬ 
liance  with  France.  It  was  this 
laft  mentioned  evil  which  they 
more  efpecially  deprecated.  “  The 
fpirit  and  resources  of  the  coun¬ 
try, they  obferved,  u  were,  un¬ 
der  the  bleffing  of  Providence, 
fufficient  for  its  defence;  but  the 
completion  of  the  public  calamities 
would  be  found  in  an  alliance  with 
that  defolating  and  gigantic  def- 
potifm,  which  has  crufhed  the  go¬ 
vernments,  and  fubverted  the  li¬ 
berties  of  Europe,  and  whofe  ge¬ 
nius  is  not  more  hoflile  to  every 
republican  inftitution  than  to  the 
fpirit  of  commerce,  by  which  fuch 
inftitutions  are  cherilhed  and  pre- 


ferved.  Nothing  but  a  myfterious 
infatuation  can  induce  our  admi- 
niftration  to  feek  an  alliance  with 
a  government  whofe  hoftility  to  the 
United  States  has  been  manifefted 
not  merely  in  mifconftru&ions  of 
doubtful  points  of  national  law, 
and  in  the  unguarded  expreffions  of 
its  public  minifters,  but  in  an  open 
violation  of  treaties,  and  contempt 
of  neutral  rights  ;  not  merely  in 
illegal  captures  and  cafual  injuries, 
for  which  no  reparation  has  been 
offered,  but  in  an  unvaried  feries 
of  inful ts  and  aggreffions,  of  le- 
queftrations  of  property  upon  land, 
and  of  plundering  and  burning  oar 
Blips  upon  the  ocean  ;  not  merely 
in  the  impreffment  of  feamen, 
claimed  as  her  own  fubje&s,  but 
in  the  captivity  and  confinement  in 
dungeons,  without  colour  or  pre¬ 
tence,  of  our  acknowledged  citi¬ 
zens.  The  calamities  of  fuch  a 
war  would  be  indeed  aggravated 
by  the  dangers  and  infamy  of  fuch 
an  alliance  ;  and  our  iuccefs,  could 
it  reafonably  be  expeded,  would 
haften  the  period  in  which  we 
fhould  find  ourfelves  compelled, 
without  any  intervening  barrier, 
to  grapple  on  our  own  foil  with  an 
enemy  who  has  long  made  war  upon 
Us  in  every  poffible  form,  except 
that  of  actual  invafion,  and  who 
referves  his  moft  faithful  allies  for 
his  moft  exemplary  ri&ims.,, 

This  language  refers  to  the 
fyftem  which  had  for  fome  time 
paft  been  a&ed  upon  by  Buona¬ 
parte,  of  feizing  the  American 
fhipping  in  the  ports  under  his  in¬ 
fluence,  confifcating  the  veffeis  and 
cargoe,  and  applying  the  produce 
of  the  fale  to  his  own  pur- 
pofes-.  The  pretext  of  thefe  rob¬ 
beries  was  the  American  non-inter- 
courfe  <t&,  which  had  determined 
the  adoption  of  fimilar  meafures 
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againft  French  veflels  entering  the 
harbours  of  the  United  States  after 
the  20th  of  May,  1809.  On  the 
14th  of  May  in  the  prefent  year 
a  decree,  dated  at  Rambouiilet, 
March  23,  1809,  was  publifhed 
in  the  French  bulletin  des  Lois ,  by 
which  all  veflels  failing  under  the 
American  flag,  and  owned  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  American 
citizens,  which  after  the  20th  of 
May,  1809,  had  or  ihould  fubfe- 
quently  enter  the  ports  of  France, 
her  colonies,  or  the  territories  oc¬ 
cupied  by  her  armies,  ihould  be 
feized  and  fold,  and  the  produce 
of  the  fale  depofited  in  the  caijfe 
d' amortijjement.”  It  does  not  ap¬ 
pear,  however,  that  this  decree  of 
reprifal  had  ever  been  publifhed, 
according  to  its  date,  nor  had  it 
even  been  a<ded  upon,  to  its  whole 
extent,  up  to  January  preceding, 
when  the  French  minifter  Cham- 
pagny,  exprefsly  afiured  General 
Armftrong,  that  the  feizure  of 
American  property  inSpain,was  not 
....  a  confifcation.  Not  long 
1  iar*  9*  after,  however, the  Ameri¬ 
can  envoy  received  a  verbal  meflage 
from  the  French  government,  Ha¬ 
ting  that  it  had  determined  that  the 
property  in  queftion  Ihould  be  fold, 
but  that  the  money  ariflng  there¬ 
from  Ihould  remain  in  depofit,  and 
nearly  at  the  fame  time  he  learnt  that 
a  number  of  American  (hips,  pro- 
ceedng  dire&ly  from  the  United 
States  to  Naples,  under  an  aflurance 
of  proteftion  from  the  Neapolitan 
government,  had,  notwithftanding, 
been  feized  in  the  ports  of  that 
kingdom,  and  their  cargoes  fold 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fife. 

General  Armftrong,  it  may  be 
fuppofed,  did  not  fail  to  remon- 
ftrate  warmly  upon  thefe  violences, 
and  the  foie  j unification  offered 
by  the  French  government  were  the 
5 


a£ls  of  exclufion  which  it  was  faid 
America  had  adopted  againft  French 
(hipping,  in  May  1809,  (t  with¬ 
out  having  any  grounds  of  com¬ 
plaint  againft  France.’ *  General 
Armftrong  contended  that  the  re¬ 
gulation  alluded  to  was  merely 
municipal ;  its  objeft  purely  defen- 
five,  and  a<5Ung  by  a  law  previ- 
oufly  and  generally  promulgated, 
operating  folely  within  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  united  dates,  and  pu- 
nifhing  alike  the  infraftors  whether 
citizens  of  their  dates  or  others. 
What  was  there  in  this  to  juftify 
reprifal  or  even  interference  on  the 
part  of  other  powers  ?  With  re- 
fpedl  to  the  aflertion  that  America 
had  nothing  to  complain  of  againft 
France,  he  alked,  “  Was  the  cap¬ 
ture  and  condemnation  of  a  (hip, 
driven  cm  the  lhores  of  France  by 
ftrefs  of  weather,  nothing  ?  Was 
the  feizure  and  fequeftration  of 
many  cargoes  brought  to  France 
in  (hips  violating  no  law ;  was 
the  violation  of  our  maritime 
rights,  confecrated  as  they  have 
been  by  the  folemn  forms  of  a 
public  treaty,  nothing  ?  In  a  word, 
was  it  nothing  that  our  (hips  were 
burnt  on  the  high  feas  without 
any  other  offence  than  that  of  be¬ 
longing  to  the  united  dates,  or  other 
apology  than  was  to  be  found  in 
the  enhanced  fafety  of  the  perpe¬ 
trator  ?  Surely,  if  it  be  the  duty 
of  the  united  dates  to  refent  the 
theoretical  ufurpations  of  the  Bri- 
ti(h  orders  of  council,  it  cannot  be 
lefs  their  duty  to  complain  of  the 
daily  and  practical  outrages  on  the 
part  of  France.  The  French  mi- 
nider  had  aflerted  that  American 
veflels  had  been  feized  in  ports  of 
Holland,  Italy,  and  Spain,  becaufe 
the  Americans  feized  French  vef- 
fe-ls.  General  Armftrong  in  reply 
(hewed,  firft,  that  it  was  not  true 

that 
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that  any  one  cafe  of  fuch  feizure 
on  the  part  of  America  had  occur¬ 
red  ;  and  next,  from  the  language 
of  the  French  government  itfelf,  that 
no  fuch  fyftem  of  reprifal  had  been 
at  all  contemplated  by  it  for  nine 
months  after  the  publication  of  the 
non-intercourfe  law.  The  property 
thus  feized  amounted  in  value  to 
above  one  hundred  millions  of 
francs  ;  a  fum,  the  very  magnitude 
of  which,  as  general  Armftrong 
obferved  to  his  government,  ren¬ 
dered  hopelefs  all  endeavour  at  its 
recovery.  The  Americans  them- 
felves  had,  in  the  mean  time,  re¬ 
pealed  in  fubftance  the  enaftment 
which  had  afforded  a  pretext  to  all 
thefe  vexations.  An  aft  was  pair¬ 
ed  by  both  houfes  of  Con- 
grefs,  by  which  the  pro¬ 
hibition  of  admittance  into  the 
harbours  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  hitherto  applied  to  all 
French  and  Britifh  (hipping,  was 
reftrifted  to  the  armed  veffels  of 
the  two  Hates,  and  the  mercantile 
intercourfe  was  thus  again  thrown 
open — but  it  was  declared  (<  that 
in  cafe  either  Great  Britain  or 
France  Ihould,  before  the  3rd  of 
March,  1811,  fo  revoke  or  mo¬ 
dify  her  edifts,  that  they  fhould 
ceafe  to  violate  the  neutral  com¬ 
merce  of  the  United  States,  which 
faft  the  prefident  Ihould  declare 
by  proclamation,  and  the  other 
nation  did  not  within  three  months 
threafter  in  like  manner  revoke  her 
decrees,  the  non-intercugjrfe  aft 
Ihould  be  revived  in  full  force  and 
effeft  with  refpeft  to  the  nation  fo 
refuting.”  This  enaftment,  from 
whatever  caufe  was  not  officially 
communicated  to  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  for  fome  months  after, 
and  though  a  tranflation  of  it  had 
appeared  in  the  Moniteur,  Buona- 
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parte  did  not  the  lefs  continue  to 
aft  in  profelfcd  reprifal  upon  an 
edift  which  he  knew  to  be  no 
longer  in  exigence :  at  length, 
however,  General  Armllrong  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  M. 
Champagny,  in  which 
that  minitier,  after  expreffing  the 
regret  which  the  emperor  felt  that 
the  aft  of  Congrefs,  of  the  i It  of 
May,  as  well  as  all  the  afts  of  the 
United  States  which  concerned 
France,  had  not  been  immediately 
and  formally  notified  to  him,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  obferve,  that  his  majef- 
ty  had  approved  of  the  embargo, 
becaufe  that  meafure,  though  pre¬ 
judicial  to  France,  contained,  at 
leaH,  nothing  offenfive  to  her  ho¬ 
nour.  But  the  non-intercourfe  aft, 
with  which  the  emperor  had  not 
been  acquainted  for  fometime  af¬ 
ter,  was  particularly  injurious  to 
the  empire.  In  this  cafe  reprifal 
was  a  matter  of  right,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  the  dignity  of  France, 
and  fequeft ration  of  all  American 
veffels  in  her  power,  was  the  ne» 
ceffary  refult  of  the  meafure  ta¬ 
ken  by  congrefs.  At  prefent, 
however,  the  congrefs  was  tread¬ 
ing  back  its  Heps,  and  it  raifed 
the  interdiftion  of  commercial  in¬ 
tercourfe  with  France,  and  enga¬ 
ged  to  oppofe  fuch  of  the  bellige¬ 
rent  powers  as  fhould  refufe  to  re¬ 
cognize  the  rights  of  neutrals. 
M.  Champagny,  therefore,  Hated, 
that  he  was  authorized  to  declare, 
that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
Milan  were  revoked*  and  that 
from  the  ift  of  November  enfu- 
ing,  they  would  ceafe  to  be  in 
force,  it  being  underflood  that,  in 
confequence  of  this  declaration, 
the  Englifh  fhould  revoke  their 
orders  in  council,  and  denounce 
the  new  principles  of  blockade 

which 
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which  they  had  atempted  to  efta- 
biifh,  or  that  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  a d  of  the  lft  of 
May,  fhould  canfe  their  rights  to 
be  refpeded'  by  the  EngiiflT '  M. 
Champagny,  in  conclufion,  took  oc- 
caiion  to  affure  General  Armftrong 
that  ‘f  his  Majefty  loved  the  Ame¬ 
ricans.  Their  profperity  and  their 
commerce  entered  into  the  views 
of  his  policy.  The  independence 
of  America  was  one  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  titles  of  the  glory  of  France, 
iince  that  epoch  the  emperor  had 
felt  a  pleafure  in  aggrandizing  the 
United  States;  and,  in  all  circum- 
fiances,  whatever  he  could  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  independence,  the  prof- 
perity,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
Americans,  would  be  regarded  by 
the  emperor  as  conformable  to  the 
interefts  of  his  empire.” 

The  American  government  mull 
have  been  aware,  that  of  the  two 
conditions  demanded  by  France, 
one  at  leaft,  viz.  the  renunciation 
of  her  right  of  blockade  would 
never  be  conceded  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  Mr.  Madifon,  however, 
profefied  to  be  fatisfied,  and  on 
the  2nd  of  November  he  iffued  a 
proclamation,  in  which,  after  re¬ 
capitulating  the  provisions  of  the 
ad  of  the  lft  of  May,  he  declared 
that  as  it  had  been  officially  made 
known  to  him  that  the  edids  of 
France,  violating  the  neutral  com¬ 
merce  of  the  United  States  had 
been  withdrawn,  all  reftridions 
impofed  by  the  aforefaid  ad  fhould 
thenceforth  ceafe  and  be  difeenti- 
nued  with  relation  to  France  and 
her  dependencies.  A  circular  no¬ 
tice  was  at  the  fame  time  fent  to 
the  colledors  at  the  different 
ports,  by  which  they  were  in¬ 
truded,  that  unlefs  before  the  2nd 
of  February  next,  it  fhould  be  no. 


tified  to  them  from  the  treafury, 
that  Great  Britain  had  recalled  or 
fufficiently  modified  her  order  of 
council,  the  provifions  of  the  non- 
intercourfe  ad  were  to  be  revived 
in  full  force  againft  her.  On  the 
5  th  of  December  the  prefident 
communicated  thefe  proeedings  to 
congrefs.  In  his  meffage  upon 
this  occafion  he  obferved,  that  it 
would  have  well  accorded  with 
the  conciliatory  difpofition  and 
views  manifefted  by  France,  had 
the  corffifeated  property  been  re- 
ftored.  Such  a  meafure,  he  ob¬ 
ferved,  had  been  expeded,  but 
this  expedation  had  not  been  ful¬ 
filled.  It  appears  that  the  prin¬ 
cipal  ground  of  complaint  urged 
againft  Great  Britain,  in  this  pa¬ 
per,  was  not  the  orders  in  council 
which  were  iffued  in  retaliation  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  but 
the  former  ad  of  Mr.  Fox’s  ad- 
minift ration,  which  was  faid  to 
enforce  a  novel  and  illegitimate 
blockade,  but  without  which  the 
enemy  would,  in  fad,  have  been 
enabled  to  carry  on  their  trade 
from  port  to  port,  along  the 
whole  of  their  coaft,  under  the 
American  flag,  with  perfed  fafet y 
and  impunity. 

In  India  nothing  of  importance 
occurred.  The  controverfy  re- 
fpeding  the  blame  of  the  late  dif- 
turbances  at  Madras,  ftill  conti¬ 
nued  to  occupy  all  minds.  Of  the 
officers  who  unfortunately  had  molt 
dilting*cifhed  themfelves  in  thofe 
proceedings,  Lieut.  Col.  Bell, 
Major  Storey,  and  Lieut.  Co!. 
Dovecon,  were  ordered  for  trial, 
and  of  the  reft  eighteen  were  by 
the  governor  general  excepted 
from  the  general  amnefty,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  option  either  to  ft  and 
trial  or  quit  the  fervice.  The 
1 '  fentence. 
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fen  fence  on  Col.  Bell  was,  that  he 
be  cafhiered,  and  declared  unwor¬ 
thy  of  ferving  the  company  again 
in  any  military  capacity  what¬ 
ever.  That  upon  Major  Storey 
was  {imply,  that  he  be  cafhiered, 
and  the  court  ftrongiy  recom¬ 
mended  him  to  mercy.  In  both 
thefe  cafes  the  punifnment  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  fo  wholly  inadequate  to 
the  offence  proved,  that  the  offi¬ 
cer  commanding  the  army,  Ge¬ 
neral  Gowdie,  called  upon  the 
court  martial  to  revife  their  fen- 
tences,  but  in  both  inftances  they 
profeffed,  after  a  reconlideration 
of  the  evidence,  to  adhere  to  their 
former  opinion.  With  refpefl  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  court, 
in  the  cafe  of  Major  Storey,  the 
judge  advocate  was  inftrufted  by 
the  commanding  officer  to  obferve, 
that  it  might  juftly  have  had  great 
weight  had  the  fentence  been  fuch 
as  the  law  pointed  out  for  the  of¬ 
fence,  but  the  General  could  not 
confent  to  the  remiffion  of  a  pu- 
niffiment  which  he  confidered  as 
inadequate  to  the  crime.  Col. 
Doveton  pleaded  that  he  had  join¬ 
ed  the  mutiny  merely  with  the 
hope  of  preventing  the  excefles  of 
his  men,  and  he  produced,  in 
evidence  that  fuch  was  his  mo¬ 
tive,  a  private  letter  from  Capt. 
Sydenham,  the  refident  at  Hy- 
drabad,  recommending  him  to 
adopt  the  above  conduct.  The 
court  martial  accordingly  acquit¬ 
ted  him  in  the  moft  full  and  ho¬ 
nourable  manner  of  the  charges 
preferred  againft  him  ;  they  were 
in  this  cafe  alfo  called  upon  to 
revife  their  opinion,  which  was,  as 
in  the  former  inftances,  confirmed. 
General  Gowdie,  however,  in  his 
general  orders,  exprefted  his  dis¬ 
approbation  of  the  fentence,  ob- 
ferving  that  the  plea  upon  which 
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Col.  Doveton  had  refted  his  de¬ 
fence  was  exprefsly  excluded  by 
the  articles  of  war,  and  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  warrant  an  ac¬ 
quittal  in  oppofition  of  the  very 
letter  of  the  law  itfelf.  He  thought 
himfelf  obliged,  therefore,  to  re¬ 
commend  to  government,  that  Col. 
Doveton  be  fufpended  from  all 
military  fun&ions  until  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  court  of  directors  be 
taken  in  his  cafe,  and  this  fuggef- 
tion  was  adopted  by  the  Governor 
General. 

The  only  military  movement  that 
took  place  in  the  Peninfula,  was 
occafioned  by  an  outrage  which 
the  dewan  or  vizir  of  the  Rajah 
of  Travancore  had,  in  the  pre. 
ceding  year,  committed  on  the 
perfons  of  fome  Britifh  foldiers, 
who  had  accidentally  fallen  into 
his  power.  A  tranfport,  having 
on  board  thirty- three  foldiers  of 
the  1 2th  regiment,  had  put  into  a 
port  on  the  coaft  of  Travancore; 
the  men  were  induced  by  fome 
of  the  Rajah’s  people  to  land, 
when  they  were  immediately  at¬ 
tacked  and  overpowered,  tied  two 
and  two  with  a  ftone  round  their 
necks,  and  drowned  in  the  port. 
The  occafion  of  this  violence  was 
a  quarrel  between  the  dewan  and 
the  Britifh  refident  at  the  court 
of  the  Rajah.  The  chaftifement 
was  prompt  and  deciftve  ;  a  Britifh 
force  under  Col.  St,  Leger,  entered 
Travancore  and  quickly  fubdued 
it  ;  the  dewan  fied  to  the  woods, 
but  finding  it  impoffible  to  efcape, 
he  killed  himfelf ;  his  body  was 
found  and  gibbeted,  it  is  fa  id,  in 
the  front  of  his  mafter’s  palace. 
Two  expeditions,  undertaken 
againft  the  pirates  in  the  Per  nan 
gulph,  were  equally  fuccefsful* 
Their  principal  fettlements  were 
taken  and  deftroyed,  their  guns 
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difabled,  their  magazines  blown 
up,  and  their  (hipping  burnt  or 
funk. 

Early  in  the  prefent  year, 

Admiral  Drury,  commanding  in 

the  Eaft  Indies,  detached  a 

T,  ,  fmall  force  under  Cap. 

leb.  io.  •  -  ,  •  \ 

tain  1  ucker,  agamit 

Amboyna,  the  principal  of  the 
Dutch  fettlements  in  the  Moluc. 
cas.  Two  companies  from  one 
of  the  native  regiments  accompa¬ 
nied  the  expedition,  which  effected 
its  objefl  with  little  lofs.  The 
fall  of  Amboyna  was  immediately 
followed  by  the  furrender  of  the 
neighbouring  iilands  of  Sapa- 
roua,  Harouka,  Naffau,  Boura, 
and  Manippa.  In  the  Auguft  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  valuable  ifland  of 
Banda  Neiva  was  taken  by  Capt. 
Cole,  who,  with  a  fmall  body  of 
200  men,  attacked  and  made  him- 
felf  mailer  of  an  ifland  defended 
by  batteries  mounting  i  20  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  by  a  garrifon,  in¬ 
cluding  militia,  of  not  lefs  than 
700  men.  An  expedition  againft 
the  French  iflands  of  Bourbon  and 
Mauritius,  had  long  engaged  the 
conlideration  of  our  government, 
both  at  home  and  in  the  eaft,  but 
the  reputed  difficulties  of  the  en- 
terprize  had  hitherto  deterred  the 
attempt.  The  enormous  Ioffes  in 
our  Eaft  India  (hipping,  occafton- 
ed  by  the  enemy's  cruifers  in  that 
quarter,  at  length  determined  the 
adoption  of  more  vigorous  mea- 
fures,  the  expence  attending  which 
it  was  calculated  would  not  exceed 
the  amount  of  the  lofs  fuftained 
annually  in  confequence  of  their 
delay.  The  occupation  of  the 
neighbouring  ifland  of  Roderiguez 
promifed  to  facilitate  the  execution 
of  the  enterprize.  This  little 
ifland  is  fituated  about  a  hundred 


leagues  eaft  of  Mauritius,  and  was' 
taken  poffeffion  of  without  refift- 
ance  by  a  fmall  force  of  Europeans 
and  Sepoys,  which  had  been  fent 
out  under  Lieut.  Col.  Keating,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  preceding 
year,  to  aflift  the  fquadron  block¬ 
ading  Port  Louis. 

Not  long  after  the  occupation 
of  the  Roderiguez,  the  French 
frigate  la  Caroline  captured  three 
Indiamen,  and  carried  them  into 
St.  Paul's,  the  chief  port  of  the 
Ifle  of  Bourbon.  An  attack  upon 
that  town  was  immediately  con¬ 
certed  between  Commodore  Row- 
* 

ley,  commanding  on  the  ftation,  and 
Col.  Keating,  and  was  executed 
with  equal  (kill  and  decifton.  On 
the  1 6th  of  September,  a  force  of 
368  officers  and  men  were  em¬ 
barked  at  Roderiguez  on  the 
Nereide,  and  they  joined  the 
fquadron  off  Port  Louis  on  the 
1 8  th,  and  the  troops  deftined  for 
the  attack,  including  100  feamen, 
and  amounting  in  all  to  604  men, 
were  then  put  on  board  the  Ne¬ 
reide  ;  on  the  19th  the  fquadron 
ftood  for  Bourbon,  and  next  morn¬ 
ing,  on  approaching  .the  « 

Bay  of  St.  Paul's,  the  ^ 
Nereide  in  order  to  prevent  fuf- 
picion,  preceded  the  other  veffels, 
and  anchoring  clofe  to  the  beach, 
fucceeded  in  difembarking  the 
troops  without  giving  the  lead 
alarm  to  the  enemy.  The  land¬ 
ing  place  was  to  the  fouth  of  the 
Point  de  Galatte,  about  feven 
miles  from  St.  Paul's.  This  was 
effe&ed  with  the  utmoft  celerity, 
and  without  giving  the  lead  alarm 
to  the  enemy.  The  troops  imme¬ 
diately  moved  forward,  croffed  the 
caufeways  that  extend  over  the 
lake,  and  before  the  enemy  had 
time  to  form  in  any  force,  had 

already 
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already  pafied  his  ftrongeft  pofi- 
tion.  By  feven  o’clock  we  had 
gained  the  two  firft  batteries,  and 
Captain  Willoughby  commanding 
the  feamen,  immediately  turned 
their  file  againft  the  (hipping  in 
the  harbour.  A  detachment  of 
150  men  was  now  fen t  under  Capt. 
Imlack  to  take  pofleffion  of  a  third 
battery  which  had  been  abandon¬ 
ed  ;  on  his  way,  however,  he  fell 
in  with  the  enemy,  who  concen¬ 
trated  nearly  his  entire  force  in 
a  very  flrong  pofition,  flanked  by 
eight  pieces  of  artillery.  Captain 
Imlack  attacked,  and  an  obftinate 
conteft  enfued  ;  the  third  column 
was  moved  up  to  his  fupport,  and 
the  enemy  was  likewife  reinforced 
by  no  troops  of  the  line  from  the 
frigate.  The  French  at  length 
were  compelled  to  give  way,  his 
remaining  batteries  were  carried 
without  reflftance,  and  by  half-paft 
eight  the  town  of  St.  Paul’s,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  its  batteries,  ma¬ 
gazines,  and  public  (lores,  were  in 
the  pofleffion  of  the  aflailants. — 
Meafures  were  then  taken  to  fe- 
cure  the  Caroline  and  the  reft  of  the 
(hipping  which  had  cut  their  cables 
and  drifted  a(hore,  but  they  were 
hove  off  without  having  buffered 
material  damage.  The  value  of 
the  cargoes  thus  recovered  was 
eftimated  at  not  lefs  than  three 
millions  of  dollars.  All  the  bat¬ 
teries  were  immediately  demolifh. 
ed  and  the  guns  fpiked.  The 
magazines  were  blown  up,  and 
public  property  of  every  kind  ei¬ 
ther  embarked  on  board  the  fquad- 
ron  or  deftroyed.  Our  whole  lofs 
in  the  affair  amounted  to  15  kill¬ 
ed,  58  wounded,  and  3  miffing. 
Late  in  the  evening  on  the  22nd, 
the  enemy  under  the  Governor  Des 
Brufles,  appeared  in  conflderable 
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ftrength  on  the  hills.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  our  whole  force 
which  had  been  again  embarked 
was  relanded  in  order  to  attack. 
The  French  general,  however,  had 
retreated  during  the  night,  and 
our  parties  continued  for  forrte 
days  to  employ  themfelves  in 
the  deftrufftion  of  the  enemy’s 
defences,  without  the  flighted 
moleftation.  It  was  not  until 
the  3rd  of  Oflober  that  they  em¬ 
barked  on  their  return  to  Roderi- 
guez.  The  French  commander, 
Des  Brufles,  undeceived  as  to  the 
force  employed  by  the  Englifh  in 
their  late  attack,  and  aware  of 
the  conftrufftion  which  would  be 
put  on  his  conduct,  fhortly  after 
fhot  himfeif  to  avoid  the  more  ig¬ 
nominious  death  which,  as  he 
Hated  in  a  written  paper  left  be¬ 
hind  him,  he  knew  to  await  him 
on  the  fcaffold. 

Colonel  Keating  now  employed 
himfeif  indefatigably  in  colle&ing 
every  fpecies  of  intelligence  re- 
fpe&ing  the  Ifland  of  Bourbon 
and  Mauritius,  which  might  facili¬ 
tate  the  operation  of  the  expe¬ 
ditions  preparing  againft  them. 
Bourbon  was  the  firft  object,  as 
the  moft  eafy  of  acquifition.  On 
the  20th  of  June  a  force  confiding 
of  1800  European  and  1850  na¬ 
tive  troops  arrived  at  Roderiguez, 
and  preparations  were  immediately 
made  for  an  attack  on  that  ifland. 
Col.  Keating,  to  whom  the  chief 
command  was  ftill  confided,  had 
accurately  afcertained  both  the 
amount  of  the  enemy’s  force,  and 
the  nature  of  the  country,  and  re- 
folved  that  the  moft  fpeedy  and 
effedual  mode  to  attack  would 
be  to  land  at  the  neared  point 
practicable  to  St.  Denis,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  the  ifland,  and  move  at  once 

upon 
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upon  that  place,  without  diffipa- 
ting  his  force  by  any  attempt  upon 
St.  Paul's.  On  the  3rd  of  July 
the  expedition  weighed  anchor 
from  Roderiguez,  and  affembled 
on  the  6th,  about  50  miles  to  the 
windward  of  Bourbon.  Here  the 
troops  were  removed  from  the 
tranfports  to  the  frigates,  which 
immediately  ftood  in  for  the  fhore. 
It  had  been  determined  that  one 
brigade  (hould  be  landed  at  Grande 
Chaloupe,  and  crofs  the  mountains 
diredl  to  the  weft  fide  of  the  capi¬ 
tal,  while  the  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th 
brigades  difembarked  at  Riviere 
des  Pluies,  about  a  league  eaft  of 
the  town,  and  thence  marched  by 
the  rear  of  the  town  to  the  river 
St.  Denis.  The  landing  on  the 
firft  mentioned  point  was  effe&ed 
without  difficulty.  That  at  the 
Riviere  was  interrupted  by  a 
change  in  the  weather,  after  about 
450  had  been  put  on  fhore  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Macleod.  Co¬ 
lonel  Keating  finding  it  irnpoffible 
to  land  anv  more,  fent  him  orders 
to  occupy  St.  Marie  for  the  night, 
and  next  morning  a  difembarka- 
tion  upon  this  point  ftill  con¬ 
tinuing  impracticable,  the  reft  of 
the  armament  proceeded  to  Grande 
Chaloupe,  where  the  whole  was 
landed  before  noon.  Colonel  Fra¬ 
zer  commanding  the  brigade, 
which  had  landed  on  this  point 
on  the  preceding  evening,  had  al¬ 
ready  pufhed  forward  acrofs  the 
mountains,  driven  the  enemy  from 
a  ftrong  redoubt  and  carried  the 
batteries  erected  to  the  weft  of  the 
river  St.  Denis.  The  brigades  of 
Colonels  Clarges  and  Drummond 
now  moved  on  to  his  fupport ; 
towards  evening  they  came  in 
fight  of  the  capital,  and  prepara¬ 
tions  were  making  for  ftorining 


the  town,  when  the  enemy  fent  a 
trumpet  to  demand  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms,  and  propofed  to  furrender 
upon  honourable  terms.  The  con¬ 
ditions  were  foon  fettled  ;  the 
troops  were  to  become  prifoners  of 
war,  and  embarked  either  for  the 
cape  or  for  England  ;  and  the  laws, 
cuftoms,  and  religion  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  as  well  as  their  private 
property,  of  all  defcriptions,  were 
to  he  refpected  and  fecured  to 
them.  Our  lofs  in  the  affair  was 
only  eighteen  killed,  feventy-nine 
wounded,  and  four  drowned  in  the 
landing. 

The  arrival  of  the  neceffary  re¬ 
inforcements  was  now  impatiently 
expe&ed,  in  order  that  this  fuc- 
cefs  might  be  followed  up  by  an 
attack  upon  the  more  important 
ifland  of  Mauritius.  Some  months, 
however,  elapfed  before  the  feve- 
ral  divisions  deftined  to  this  fer- 
vice  had  joined  at  Roderiguez, 
and  the  difafters  which  occurred  in 
the  meantime  fufficiently  indicated 
the  dangers  of  farther  delay.  The 
Africaine  frigate,  falling  in  with 
the  enemy's  fquadron  off  the  Mau¬ 
ritius,  was  compelled  to  ftrike. 
Shortly  after  the  William  Pitt, 
Ceylon,  Aftell,  and  Windham, 
Indiamen,  fell  in  with  the 
Miner ve  and  Bellone  French  fri¬ 
gates,  and  Victor  floop  of  war. 
The  William  Pitt  and  Aftell 
efcaped ;  the  two  others,  after  a 
fmart  action  were  captured,  hav¬ 
ing  on  board  part  of  the  24th 
regiment,  and  /  Major-General 
Weatherall  and  his  family.  The 
French  fquadron,  with  their  prizes, 
ftood  in  for  port,  South-eaft.  In 
making  the  port  the  Windham 
was  turned  by  the  Sirius  frigate, 
and  retaken  ;  but  the  troops  had 
been  already  removed  from  her, 
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and  the  other  veffels  got  in*  The 
Britifh  fquadron  off  the  flat  ion 
confifted  of  the  Sirius,  Nereide, 
Magicienne,  and  Ip'nigenia  fri¬ 
gates  ;  they  had  occupied  and  gar- 
rifoned  the  fmali  ifie  of  la  Paffe, 
near  the  entrance  of  Port  South- 
Eaft,  and  it  was  immediately  re¬ 
folded  to  venture  an,  attack  upon 
the  (hipping  in  the  port.  Our 
captains,  however,  do  not  appear 
to  have  been  aware  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  the  navigation,  About 
noon,  on  the  23d  of  Auguft,  their 
frigates  got  under  weigh,  and 
pufhed  for  their  Nations ;  but,  un¬ 
happily,  the  Sirius  and  Magici¬ 
enne  grounded  on  fome  unknown 
fhoals,  and  all  exertions  to  get 
them  off  were  fruitlefs.  The  Iphi- 
genia  got  to  the  leeward  of  a 
(hoal,  which  precluded  her  nearer 
approach,  and  the  Nereide  being 
the  only  (hip  that  gained  her  ap¬ 
pointed  poll,  was  compelled  to 
bear  the  whole  (ire  of  the  enemy’s 
fquadron,  befide  that  of  the  bat¬ 
teries  on  (hore,  which  opened  all 
their  guns  diredl  upon  her.  Cap¬ 
tain  Willoughby  loft  an  eye,  and 
was  otherwife  feverely  wounded 
in  the  head  ;  he  maintained,  how¬ 
ever,  this  defperate  conteft,  until 
out  of  280  men  he  had  260  killed 
or  wounded.  A  boat  was  fent 
from  the  Sirius  to  bring  him  off, 
but  he  refufed  to  leave  his  (hip- 
mates.  The  veffel  foon  after  fell 
aftiore  a  mere  wreck,  and  was 
taken  poffeffion  of  by  the  enemy, 
whofe  veffels  were  likewife  on 
(hore  in  a  heap.  Every  effort  was 
made  to  heave  off  the  Sirius  and 
Magicienne  ;  finding  it  impoffible, 
and  that  they  lay  within  long-lhot 
of  the  enemy,  Captain  Pym  or¬ 
dered  them  to  be  abandoned  and 
burnt.  The  crews  were  conveyed 
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to  the  Ide  of  Paffe,  which  as  it 
did  not  appear  that  the  enemy's 
frigates  could  get  off.  Captain 
Pym  thought  it  prudent  to  pre- 
ferve,  and  for  additional  fecurity 
the  Iphigenia  was  warped  up  to 
the  anchorage.  Before  any  fuc- 
cour  could  arrive,  the  French  fri¬ 
gates,  Adive,  Venus,  and  La 
Manche,  with  a  corvette,  came  up 
and  blockaded  the  entrance,  and 
the  Bellona  being  got  off  foon 
joined  them.  The  Englifh  had  only 
proviftons  and  water  to  hold  out  a 
week  at  fartheft,  and  they  were 
neceffarily  foon  compelled  to  fur- 
render  at  difcretion. 

By  thefe  untoward  events  the 
French,  for  a  time,  poffeffed  a  de¬ 
cided  fuperiority  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  feas,  and  began  to  enter¬ 
tain  hopes  of  recovering  the  Ide 
of  Bourbon.  St.  Denis  was 
blockaded  by  their  fquadron,  and 
a  deftgn  was  laid  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  for  an  attack  upon  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  garrifon,  but  it  was  happily 
difcovered  in  time,  and  every  ne- 
ceffary  precaution  taken  to  pre¬ 
clude  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  at¬ 
tempt  for  the  future.  In  the 
meanwhile  Commodore  Rowley 
had  been  exerting  himfelf  to  col¬ 
led  a  force  fufficient  to  enable 
him  to  meet  the  enemy  ;  with  this 
he  fpeedily  returned,  and  raifed 
the  blockade  of  St.  Denis,  the 
enemy  once  more  making  all  fail 
for  their  own  ports.  Their  com¬ 
modore,  in  the  Venus,  fell  into 
our  hands,  and  about  the  fame 
time  the  Africaine  and  the  Ceylon 
were  re-captured.  The  reft  of 
the  French  fquadron  got  into  Port 
Louis,  in  Mauritius,  the  blockade 
of  which  was  refumed.  By  this 
time  the  preparations  for  the  at¬ 
tack  on  the  ifland  itfelf  were  ma- 
ries,  [L]  tured. 
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tured.  Before  the  end  of  O&ober 
the  Bombay  divifton  had  arrived 
at  Rodriguez,  which  was  fixed 
upon  a3  the  general  point  of  af- 
fembly.  On  the  6th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  the  Madras  contingent  reached 
the  fame  point,  as  did  the  Bengal 
divifion  on  the  21  ft.  The  de¬ 
tachments  from  Bourbon  had  joined 
on  the  1 2th,  and  it  was  now  re- 
folved  to  proceed  on  the  expedu 
tion,  without  waiting  for  the  force 
from  the  Cape  ;  the  feafon  being 
already  far  advanced,  and  the  an¬ 
chorage  by  no  means  fafe.  The 
Ifland  of  Mauritius  is  in  length 
about  thirty-fix  miles,  and  twenty- 
three  in  breadth  ;  the  only  town 
is  called  Port  Louis,  which  is 
built  on  the  north-weftern  fide, 
where  there  is  a  fufticiently  fafe 
harbour,  ft  is  ftrongly  fortified 
towards  the  fea,  from  which  alone 
an  attack  feems  to  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  ;  and  the  French  apparently 
depended  upon  the  reef  which 
furrounds  the  ifland  as  precluding 
any  attempt  to  land  on  any  other 
point.  The  defences  towards  the 
land  were,  therefore,  weak  and 
imperfeCL  The  town  iifelf  was 
built  of  wood,  and  might  be  re¬ 
duced  to  afhes  by  a  few  hours* 
fire. 

On  the  29th  our  expedition 
arrived  off  the  ifland,  the  naval 
force  being  under  the  command  of 
Vice-Admiral  Bertie,  and  the 
troops  commanded  by  General 
Abercromby.  The  leeward  coaft 
had  been  carefully  furveyed  and 
founded  by  Commodore  Rowley, 
and  it  was  found  that  an  anchor¬ 
age  might  be  obtained  in  the  nar¬ 
row  ftrait,  between  the  little  ifland 
called  Coin  de  Mere,  and  the 
main  land ;  and  that  there  were 
alfo  openings  through  the  reef  on 


this  point  which  would  allow  of 
the  pafiage  of  feveral  boats  a- 
breaft.  Though  the  fpot  was 
rather  more  diftant  from  Port 
Louis  than  could  have  been  wifhed, 
thefe  circumftances  determined  the 
feledion  of  it,  as  the  point  of  dif- 
embarkation  ;  and  the  whole  forces, 
amounting  to  about  10,000  men, 
together  with  their  artillery,  ftores, 
and  ammunition,  and  a  confider- 
able  body  of  marines  and  feamen 
were  landed  on  the  fame  day, 
without  the  flighteft  accident. 
The  enemy  offered  no  moleftation 
to  this  operation,  but  immediately 
upon  our  approach  abandoned  a 
fmall  fort,  called  Marlaftri,  fi- 
tuated  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay. 
The  firft  divifions  that  were 
landed  were  inftantly  pufhed  for¬ 
ward  to  occupy  a  thick  wood, 
which  covered  the  firft  five  miles 
of  the  road  to  the  town,  and  by 
which  the  enemy  might  have 
been  enabled  materially  to  impede 
our  march.  The  columns  paffed 
through  the  wood,  and  gained  the 
open  country  without  oppofttion. 
A  halt  of  a  few  hours  took  place 
during  the  night  ;  and  before  day¬ 
break  the  troops  were  again  in 
motion,  with  the  purpofe  of  march¬ 
ing  dired  to  Port  Louis,  but  the 
exhauftion  of  the  troops,  both 
from  their  previous  exertions,  and 
from  the  want  of  water,  of  which 
that  part  of  the  country  is  wholly 
deftitute,  was  fuch,  that  General 
Abercromby  was  compelled  to  halt 
again  within  about  five  miles  of 
the  town,  and  take  up  a  pofition 
at  a  place  called  the  Powder-mill. 
Next  morning  the  French  Cap¬ 
tain-General  De  Caen,  came  with 
a  party  of  huzzars  to  reconnoitre 
our  pofitions,  and  furprifed  and 
deftroyed  a  fmall  picquet  in  the 

wood 


4* 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


wood.  He  was  obferved  by  Tome 
light  companies,  who  purfued,  and 
the  general  with  forne  difficulty 
efcaped  ;  feveral  of  his  party  were 
killed,  and  he  himfelf  received 
two  balls,  one  of  which  pafied 
through  his  hat,  and  the  other 
grazed  his  leg.  The  fleet  had 
been  divided  into  three  divifions, 
of  which  one  continued  to  main¬ 
tain  the  blockade  of  the  port  ; 
another  prote&ed  the  convoy  at 
the  anchorage ;  and  the  third, 
under  the  immediate  dire&ion 
of  Admiral  Bertie,  remained  on 
the  alert,  in  order  to  aflift  and 
co-operate  with  the  army  as  it 
advanced.  Early  next  morning, 
Captain  Macleod  was  ordered  to 
move  with  his  brigade  to  feize  the 
batteries  at  Tombeau  and  Torteau, 
by  which  points  it  had  been  ar¬ 
ranged  that  a  communication 
fhould  be  opened  with  the  fleet, 
and  the  neceflary  fupplies  obtain¬ 
ed.  Some  of  the  batteries  had 
already  been  gained  by  our  Tea¬ 
men,  and  the  reft  were  evacuated 
upon  the  approach  of  the  troops. 
At  the  fame  time  the  main  body 
of  our  troops  were  put  in  motion  ; 
the  enemy  opened  a  defultory  fire 
upon  our  advance,  but  were  foon 
filenced  and  compelled  to  fall  back, 
and  that  fo  rapidly,  that  they  had 
not  time  to  deftroy  the  bridge  over 
the  Seche,  by  which  they  re¬ 
treated  on  the  other  fide,  where 
they  were  found  to  have  taken  up 
a  ftrong  pofition,  fupported  by 
field- pieces,  at  the  end  of  a  nar¬ 
row  road,  with  a  thick  wood  on 
each  flank.  The  advanced  guard, 
under  Colonel  Campbell,  having 
formed  with  as  much  regularity 
as  the  broken  nature  of  the  ground 
would  admit,  moved  quickly  on 
them,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  muf- 
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quetry  and  grape,  which  proved 
fatal  to  two  diftinguifhed  officers. 
Colonel  Campbell  and  Major 
O’Keeffe.  The  French,  however, 
did  not  await  our  charge,  but  fled 
within  their  lines,  abandoning 
their  guns,  and  leaving  many 
killed  and  wounded  on  the 
ground. 

After  this  fuccefs- General  Aber- 
cromby  determined  to  poftpone 
till  the  following  day,  the  attack 
upon  the  enemy’s  lines ;  but  on 
the  next  morning,  while  he  was 
employed  in  completing  the  ar¬ 
rangements  for  this  operation,  he 
received  a  flag  of  truce  from  the 
French  governor,  propofing  a  ca¬ 
pitulation.  De  Caen  demanded, 
that  the  garrifon,  the  officers  of 
the  marine  and  the  crews  of  the 
firips  of  war  fhould  be  fent  to 
France,  with  their  arms  and  co¬ 
lours,  and  all  their  perfonal  ef¬ 
fects  and  baggage,  and  that  the  four 
frigates  and  the  two  corvettes  in 
the  harbour  (hould  be  kept  by  them 
for  that  purpofe ;  together  with 
fix  tranfports  to  be  fele&ed  by  the 
governor  ;  and  that  inventories 
fhould  be  taken  of  all  articles 
belonging  to  the  emperor,  to  be 
preferved  for  him,  and  reftored  at 
a  peace.  Of  thefe  demands,  Gen- 
Abercromby  thought  proper  to  grant 
the  firft,  viz.  that  the  garrifon  and 
crews  fhould  not  be  confidered 
prifoners  of  war,  but  be  fent 
freely  to  France,  with  their  ef¬ 
fects  and  baggage,  at  the  expenfe 
of  the  Britifh  government.  The 
policy  of  this  conceflion  feems 
problematical,  and  the  general  in 
his  difpatch  to  the  governor-gene¬ 
ral,  Lord  Minto,  admits,  that  it 
was  contrary  to  his  inftruftions. 
He  allows,  too,  that  the  courage 
and  difcipline  ol  the  army  did 
[L  2]  not 
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not  leave  the  fmalleft  doubt  in  his 
mind  as  to  the  event  of  an  attack 
upon  the  town,  but  he  thought  that 
the  injury  that  would  arife  from 
a  fmall  body  of  troops,  at  fo  re¬ 
mote  a  diftance  from  Europe,  be¬ 
ing  permitted  to  return  to  their 
country,  free  from  engagements, 
was  not  of  importance  enough  to 
juftify  the  rilking  the  lives  of  fo 
many  brave  officers  and  foldiers. 
We  do  not,  however,  fee  why 
fuch  humanity  ffiould  operate  in 
this  cafe  rather  than  in  any  other, 
in  which  the  practice  of  war  re¬ 
quires  the  unconditional  furrender 
of  the  enemy.  Our  lofs  amounted 
only  to  twenty-nine  killed,  ninety- 
nine  wounded,  and  forty-five  mif¬ 
fing.  Fifteen  hundred  prifoners 
were  liberated.  The  number  of 
pieces  of  ordnance  taken  was  not 
lefs  than  209.  In  the  harbour 
were  found  the  four  French  fri¬ 
gates  L’Aftree,  Bellone,  Minerve, 
and  La  Manche,  together  with  the 
two  captured  Engliffi  frigates, 
Iphigenia  and  Nereide.  Two  cor¬ 
vettes  of  twenty-two  and  fourteen 
guns,  and  a  number  of  merchant 
lhips,  many  of  them  Engliffi 
prizes,  alfo  fell  into  our  hands. 

In  the  Weft  Indies  the  F rench  had 
already  been  deprived  of  the  laft 
and  moft  important  of  their  colonial 
poffeffions  in  thofe  parts.  After  the 
fall  of  Martinique  it  was  neceffa- 
rily  expedled  that  the  attention  of 
the  Britiffi  would  be  di reded  to 
Guadaloupe  as  the  next  objed  of 
attack,  and  every  effort  was  made 
by  the  French  government  to  re¬ 
inforce  the  garrifon  in  that  illand. 
Single  veffels,  carrying  troops, 
were  from  time  to  time,  puffied 
acrofs  the  Atlantic,  and  frequently 
fucceeded  in  eluding  the  vigilance 
of  our  cruizers*  Late  in  the  pre¬ 


ceding  year,  four  frigates,  two  of 
fort) -eight  guns,  with  two  others, 
armed  enjlute ,  with  twenty  guns, 
and  having  on  board  400  troops, 
with  military  ftores,  contrived  to' 
efcape  out  of  port  unobferved,  and 
made  for  Guadaloupe^  About  fifty 
leagues  to  the  windward  of  that 
ifland  they  fell  in  with  the  junon 
frigate,  Captain  Short-  ^ 
land,  accompanied  by  the  "  CC’  1^i 
Obfervation  brig.  The  1^°^’ 
French  ffiips  were  under  Spaniffi 
colours,  and  as  they  anfwered  cor- 
redly  the  private  fignals,  Captain 
Shortland  flood  towards  them  ; 
when  arrived  within  gun-ffiot, 
however,  the  enemy  hoifted  French 
colours,  and  poured  a  broadfide 
into  the  Junon,  which  killed  the 
man  at  the  helm  while  in  the  aft 
of  putting  the  ffiip  about.  There 
was  now  no  chance  of  efcape,  and  as 
little  of  fuccefsful  refiftance.  The 
two  larger  of  the  enemy’s  frigates 
lay  one  on  each  fide  of  him  ;  of 
the  others  one  had  her  bowfprit 
over  her  ftarboard,  the  other  over 
her  larboard  quarter  ;  a  heavy  fire 
both  of  guns  and  mufquetry  was 
then  poured  in  upon  her  from  every 
fide.  Captain  Shortland,  how. 
ever,  though  hopelefs  of  fuccefs, 
fought  his  ffiip  to  the  laft,  with 
the  foie  view  of  favouring  the 
efcape  of  the  Obfervation,  that  in¬ 
telligence  might  thus  be  conveyed 
of  the  French  fqua'drbn,  and  fo 
defperate  was  his  refiftance  that 
the  enemy  did  not  venture  to  fpare 
one  of  their  number  in  ptmfuit  of 
her*  At  length,  after  an  action  of 
an  hour  and  a  quarter,  the  enemy 
attempted  to  board,  and  the  Junon 
was  compelled  to  ftrike  ;  of  her 
original  complement  of  200  men, 
90  were  killed  and  wounded.  The 
captain  himfelf  was  difabled  by 
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more  fevere  wounds  than  any  man 
had  ever  been  known  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  in  one  aClion  ;  he  was  con¬ 
veyed  on  fhore,  and  his  leg  ampu¬ 
tated  above  the  knee,  but  he  died 
at  the  end  of  fix  weeks.  The 
French  governor,  refpefting  his 
valour,  ordered  every  military 
honour  to  be  paid  to  his  funeral, 
and  a  Britifh  union-jack  was  ufed 
as  his  pall. 

The  Obfervation,  in  the  mean¬ 
while,  reached  Martinique,  and 
communicated  the  intelligence  of 
the  arrival  of  the  French  fquadron. 
Admiral  Cochrane  immediately  fet 
out  in  purfuit  of  them.  On  his 
way  he  learnt  that  two  of  the 
enemy's  frigates  were  at  anchor 
near  Balfeterre  ;  he,  accordingly, 
_  made  for  that  point,  but 

ec*  1  9  found  on  his  arrival, 

1  °9*  that  the  frigate  fqua¬ 
dron,  under  Captain  Ballard,  had 
got  there  before  him,  and  was 
about  to  commence  the  attack. 
The  two  frigates  were  there,  armed 
en  flute.  They  were  moored  in  a 
Itrong  pofition  in  Ance  le  Bafque, 
and  covered  by  a  powerful  bat¬ 
tery.  Our  boats  fiormed  the  bat¬ 
tery,  while  the  fquadron  opened 
a  heavy  fire  on  the  frigates,  which 
the  enemy  foon  fet  fire  to  and 
abandoned. 

The  neceffary  arrangements  for 
an  attack  upon  the  ifland  itfelf 
were  foon  after  completed.  On 
the  22d  of  January  the  land-force, 
under  Sir  George  Beckwith,  em¬ 
barked  at  Martinique,  and  fet  fail 
under  the  convoy  of  Admiral 


Cochrane.  The  troops  were  land¬ 
ed  in  two  divifions.  One  at  the 
village  of  St.  Marie,  the  other  at 
the  River  du  Pleffis,  about  three 
leagues  to  the  north  of  T 
Bafieterre.  The  enemy  **an’  2  7* 
fell  back,  abandoning  his  batteries, 
as  the  Britifh  advanced,  and  at 
length  took  up  a  firong  pofition 
behind  the  Black  River,  the  paf- 
fage  of  which  he  feemed  refolved 
to  difpute.  Sir  George  Beckwith 
fent  General  Wale  with  a  firong 
detachment  to  turn  their  left. 
The  fervice  was  difficult,  both 
from  the  mountainous  nature  of 
the  country,  and  the  means  of  de¬ 
fence  prepared.  Gen.  Wale,  how¬ 
ever,  effected  his  objeCt,  though 
with  fome  lofs ;  above  ninety  of  his 
men  were  killed  or  wounded  in 
the  affair,  he  himfelf  being  among 
the  latter.  The  movement,  how¬ 
ever,  was  decifive ;  the  French 
commander-in-chief  Ernouf,  find¬ 
ing  his  flank  turned,  im¬ 
mediately  made  fignal  of 
furrender.  A  capitulation  was  next 
day  agreed  to,  by  which  the  troops 
became  prifoners  of  war,  and  were 
to  be  fent  to  England.  The  ifland 
of  St.  Martin  was  included  in 
the  capitulation,  and  was  T 
a  few  days  after  taken  jan* 
pofleffion  of  by  Commodore  Fahie 
in  the  Abercrombie.  From  thence 
the  commodore  failed  for  St.  Eu- 
ftatius,  which  furrendered  without 
offering  the  leaft  refiftance.  This 
was  the  laft  of  the  French  or  Dutch 
poffeffions  in  this  quarter. 
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Affairs  of  Spain.  Eloquent  Proclamation  of  the  Junta  m  View  of  the  Con¬ 
duct  of  that  Council ,  and  of  the  probable  Source  of  its  Errors.  General 
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DiffatisfaElion  at  their  Proceedings .  Meafures  adopted  to  meet  the  Exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  Crifis .  Romano1  s  Remonf  ranee.  The  French  on  federal 
points  force  the  Pajfage  of  the  Sierra  Morena.  Alarm  and  Confufon  of 
the  Junta.  Popular  Tumult  at  Seville.  Abfurd  InfruElions  to  Albu¬ 
querque.  The  French  enter  Cordova.  JofepF  s  Proclamation.  Flight  of 
the  Junta ,  and  fall  of  Seville.  Sebafiana  occupies  Grenada  and  Mala¬ 
ga.  The  French  pufh  foy  Cadiz.  Embarafjing  Situation  of  Albuquerque . 
Saves  Cadiz  by  his  Skill  and  Decifon.  State  of  the  Defences  of  Cadiz. 
The  French  fummon  the  Tovon.  Fie  El  ion  of  a  Junta.  Supreme  Junta 
transfer  their  Authority  to  a  Regency.  Their  Defence  of  their  ConduEl . 
Their  fubfequent  Perfecution.  Works  in  the  If  and  of  Leon .  Accumula¬ 
tion  of  Fugitives  in  the  If  and.  Communications  betvoeen  Albuquerque  and 
the  French  General.  Difafirous  Storm  in  the  Bay.  Englifh  Garrifon 
introduced  into  Ceuta.  Quarrel  betvoeen  Albuquerque  and  the  Junta  of 
Cadiz.  Difgraceful  ConduEl  of  the  latter.  Albuquerque  refgns.  and 
proceeds  as  Embajfador  to  England .  Attempt  to  liberate  Ferdinand . 

Singular  Letters  of  that  Prince.  Blockade  of  Cadiz.  Efcape  of  French 
Prf oners  from  the  Hulks  in  the  Bay.  Unfortunate  Attempt  upon  the 
Cafle  of  Tirangerolla. 


HATEVER  be  the  errors 
imputed  to  the  central  junta 
of  Spain*  it  mull  be  allowed,  thaf 
in  the  language  which  they  held 
to  the  people  they  never,  for  a 
moment,  indulged  in  a  tone  of 
defpondency  or  fubmiflion.  Evep 
when  the  laft  hope  of  Spain  feemed 
to  have  been  wrecked  in  the  fatal 
battle  of  Ocana,  they  put  forth  an 
addrefs,  which  breathed  in  all  its 
frefhnefs  the  fame  fpirit  of  uncom- 
promifmg  refiftance  and  facrifice 
which  had  uniformly  pervaded  all 
their  previous  publications.  “  Our 
enemies,* *  faid  they,  “  exultingly 
exhort  us  to  fubmit  to  the  cle¬ 
mency  of  the  conqueror.  Becaufe  in 
their  own  degraded  hearts  they 
find  nothing  but  bafenefs  where 
they  are  weak,  and  atrocity  where 
are  flrong,  they  imagine  that  the 
Spaniards  mull  abandon  all  their 
lofty  hopes.  Who  has  told  them 
that  our  virtue  is  of  fo  low  a 
ftandard  ?  Our  houfes  are  deftroy- 
ed ;  our  temples  demolilhed ;  our 
fields  laid  wafte  ^  our  families  dif- 


perfed,  and  wandering  through  the 
country,  or  hurried  to  the  grave. 
Have  we  made  fo  many  facrifices, 
have  the  flames  of  war  confumed 
half  Spain,  that  we  Ihould  fhame- 
fully  abandon  the  other  half  to  the 
far  more  deadly  peace  which  the 
enemy  prepares  for  it  ?  The  Tar¬ 
tar  who  attacks  us  has  decreed, 
that  Spain  (hall  have  neither  in- 
duftry,  nor  commerce,  nor  popu¬ 
lation,  nor  political  reprefentation 
whatever  :  to  be  made  a  wafte  and 
folitary  fheepwaik  for  fupplying 
French  manufactures  with  our  pre¬ 
cious  wools ;  to  become  a  nurfery 
of  men  deftined  to  be  hurried  away 
to  the  daughter  ;  mifery,  ruin,  and 
degradation  in  all  parts  of  the 
peninfula  ;  fuch  is  the  defliny 
which  he  would  impofe  on  the 
rnoft  highly-favoured  of  all  coun¬ 
tries.  Shall  we  then  fubmittin^r 
to  thefe,  fubmit  alfo  to  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  our  holy  religion  ; 
abandon  the  interefts  of  heaven 
and  the  faith  of  our  fathers  to  the 
facrilegious  mockery  of  thefe  fran¬ 
tic 
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tic  banditti ;  and  forfake  the  fane- 
tuary  which  during  (even  centu¬ 
ries,  and  in  a  thoufand  and  a  thou- 
fand  battles  our  fathers  maintain¬ 
ed  againft  the  impious  Saracens  ? 
There  is  no  peace  ;  there  can  be 
none  in  this  ftate  of  things.  That 
Spain  may  be  free,  is  the  univer- 
fal  wifh  of  the  nation  ;  and  if  that 
cannot  be  obtained,  at  leaft  it  may 
become  one  immenfe  defart,  one 
wide  grave,  where  the  accumu¬ 
lated  carcafes  of  French  and  Spa- 
siiards  may  exhibit  to  future  ages 
our  glory  and  their  Ihame.  But 
fortune  is  not  fo  inimical  to  virtue 
as  to  leave  to  its  defenders  only 
this  melancholy  termination.  It 
is  written  in  heaven,  and  the  hif- 
tory  of  all  ages  attefts  it,  that  a 
people  who  decidedly  loves  their 
liberty  and  independence,  muft  ul¬ 
timately  eftablifh  them  in  defpite 
of  all  the  artifices  and  all  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  tyranny.  The  dangers 
of  the  country  increafe.  The  jun¬ 
ta  frankly  announce  to  you  the 
truth,  becaufe  they  know  that  the 
unanimous  determination  of  the 
Spaniards  is  to  be  free,  at  what¬ 
ever  eoft  ;  and  all  means  however 
violent,  all  resources  however  ex¬ 
traordinary,  all  funds  however  pri¬ 
vileged,  muft  be  called  out  to  repel 
the  enemy*  The  coloflal  mafs 
with  which  we  muft  reftft  him, 
muft  be  compofed  of  the  ftrength 
of  all,  and  of  the  facriftces  of  all, 
and  then  what  will  it  import  that 
he  pours  upon  us  anew  the  legions 
which  are  now  fuperfluous  in  Ger¬ 
many,  or  the  fwarm  of  confcripts 
which  he  is  about  to  drag  from 
France?  Let  the  monarehs  of  the 
north  fubmit  to  be  Haves  of  this 
new  Timour  ;  let  them  purchafe 
at  fuch  a  price  the  tranquillity  of 
a  moment,  till  it  comes  to  their 
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turn  to  be  devoured.  What  is  it 
to  us  who  are  a  mighty  people, 
and  refolved  to  periih  or  to  tri¬ 
umph  ?  Did  we  afk  their  confent 
when  twenty  months  ago  we  raifed 
our  arms  againft  the  tyrant?  Let 
them,  weak  and  milled  as  they  are, 
conclude  treaties  illufory  on  the 
part  of  him  who  grants,  and  dis¬ 
graceful  on  the  part  of  thofe  who 
accept  them  ;  the  people- — the  Spa- 
nifh  people,  will  ftand  alone  and 
ereft  amid  the  ruins  of  the  European 
continent.  Here  there  is  drawn 
never  to  be  fheathed,  the  fword  of 
hatred  againft  the  execrable  ty¬ 
rant,  Here  is  raifed,  never  to  be 
beaten  down,  the  ftandard  of  in¬ 
dependence  and  of  juft  ice.  Haf- 
ten  to  it  all  ye  in  Europe  who 
will  not  live  under  the  abominable 
yoke  ;  who  will  not  enter  into  a 
league  with  iniquity  ;  come,  and 
in  defpite  of  all  the  ads  and  all 
the  powers  of  this  inhuman  defpot, 
you  ftiall  fee  that  we  (hall  render 
his  ftar  dim,  and  form  for  our» 
felves  our  own  deftiny.” 

The  vigour  and  wifdom  of  the 
meafures  adopted  by  the  junta  were 
unfortunately  but  little  correfpon- 
dent  to  the  fpirit  which  infpired 
their  writings,  ami  the  continued 
feries  of  their  mifeonduft  had  by 
this  time  almoft  wholly  loft  to 
them  the  conftdence  of  the  people. 
There  appear,  however,  no  grounds 
for  imputing  the  errors  of  their 
adminiftration  to  any  treachery  to 
the  common  caufe.  The  very 
eonftitution  of  fuch  a  government 
neceffarily  engendered  the  feeds 
of  weaknefs  and  indecifion ;  and 
the  confcioufnefs  of  the  uncertain 
and  infecure  tenure  of  their  au¬ 
thority,  naturally  led  them  to 
confider  on  the  meafures  propofed 
for  their  adoption*  not  merely  the 
ti4]  expediency 
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expediency  of  them  in  a  public 
point  of  view,  but  further,  their 
tendency  to  confirm  their  own 
power  in  the  ftate,  and  it  is  to  the 
obvious  operation  of  this  felfifii 
principle,  that  much  of  what  is 
moft  equivocal  in  their  proceed¬ 
ings  may  be  traced.  Much,  how¬ 
ever,  muft  be  allowed  to  the  great 
and  unprecedented  difficulties  of 
the  crifis  in  which  they  were 
placed  ;  difficulties  which  pro¬ 
bably  no  government,  however 
wife  or  pure,  or  well  arranged, 
would  have  fucceeded  in  furmount¬ 
ing  ;  and,  perhaps,  it  is  no  great 
ffretch  of  charity  to  acknowledge 
the  general  truth  of  the  apology 
urged  by  the  junta  themfelves,  in 
a  manifefto  addreffed  to  the  people, 
S(  We  have,  without  doubt, *’  faid 
they,  £(  committed  errors,  and  we 
would  willingly,  were  it  poffible, 
redeem  them  with  our  blood ;  but 
in  the  confufion  of  events  which 
furrounded  us  who  could  be  certain 
of  being  always  iri  the  right  ? 
Could  we  be  refponfible  becaufe 
one  body  of  troops  wanted  valour 
and  another  confidence  ?  becaufe 
one  general  had  lefs  prudence,  and 
another  lefs  fortitude  ?  Much, 
Spaniards,  is  to  be  attributed  to 
your  inexperience,  much  to  cir- 
cumftances,  but  nothing  to  our  in¬ 
tention  ;  that  ever  has  been  to  de¬ 
liver  our  unfortunate  king  from 
ilavery,  to  preferve  to  him  a 
throne,  for  which  the  Spanifh 
people  has  made  fuch  facrifices,  and 
to  maintain  it  free,  independent, 
and  happy,*  * 

By  the  decree  of  September  jft, 
1809,  the  cortes  werefummoned  to 
aflfemble  by  the  ift  day  of  March 
in  the  following  year.  The  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  regency  which  had 
been  fo  warmly  recommended  by 


Lord  Wellefley,  and  the  neceffity 
for  which  had  lately  been  enforced 
by  the  Marquefs  Romana,  in  a 
paper  conceived  in  terms  of  the 
ftrongeft  reprobation  of  the  exift- 
ir.g  government,  was  dill  evaded. 
The  general  difcontent,  however, 
continued  to  fpread,  and  in  many 
of  the  provinces  a  difpofition  was 
evinced,  tending  to  an  open  dene¬ 
gation  of  the  authority  of  the 
exifting  government.  Divifions 
exifted  in  their  own  body.  Two 
of  the  members,  the  Count  Mon¬ 
te  jo,  and  Don  Francifco  Palafox, 
a  brother  of  the  illuftrious  de¬ 
fender  of  Saragoza,  were  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon  upon  fufpicion  of 
defig  ns  which  menaced  the  exig¬ 
ence  of  their  power.  In  the  mean¬ 
while  the  enemy  was  known  to  be 
hourly  approaching.  What  re¬ 
mained  of  the  army,  which  had 
been  overthrown  and  difperfed  at 
Oeana,  was  collecting  under  its 
imbecile  chief  at  Carolina.  A 
decree  was  iffued,  by  which  it  was 
ordered  that  all  effects  of  churches, 
not  necefiary  to  the  performance 
of  divine  fer.vice,  fhould  be  im¬ 
mediately  fent  to  the  mint  of  Se¬ 
ville  ;  that  a  forced  loan  fhould 
be  forthwith  opened  of  half  the 
gold  and  filver  po  fie  fifed  by  indi¬ 
viduals  ;  that  the  armies  be  re¬ 
inforced  by  100,000  men  ;  that 
100,000  lances  be  formed,  and  as 
many  poignards,  fo  be  diftributed 
in  the  provinces;  that  the  whole 
Sierra,  from  Santa  Olalla  to  the 
kingdom  of  Grenada,  be  infpeded 
by  able  engineers  ;  that  all  the 
companies  of  the  different  corps  of 
the  army  be  commanded  by  offi¬ 
cers  properly  qualified,  and  in  fuf- 
ficient  numbers. 

Thefe  demonftrations  of  vigour, 
however,  were  of  little  avail.  The 

period 
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period  for  the  termination  of  their 
own  power  was  fall  approaching. 
A  propofal  was  made  to  Romana 
to  take  the  command  of  Areiza- 
ga’s  army,  which,  however,  he 
thought  it  prudent  to  decline,  not- 
withftanding  the  favourable  re¬ 
ports  which  were  circulated  re- 
fpeCting  the  condition  of  the  troops. 
Every  exertion  was  laid  to  be 
making  for  their  re-equipment. 
The  entire  artillery  of  two  di- 
vifions  was  fafe  at  Carolina,  and 
works  upon  the  moft  extenfive 
fcale  were  carrying  on  throughout 
the  Sierra  Morena.  The  efficacy 
of  thefe  preparations  was  put  to 
the  teft  rather  fooner  than  they  had 
anticipated. 

Throughout  the  earlier  part  of 
January  the  French  corps  con¬ 
tinued  to  draw  near  to  the  moun¬ 
tains.  In  order  to  deceive  the 
Spaniards  as  to  the  real  point  of 
the  intended  attack,  the  firft  corps 
was  direfted  to  move  upon  Alma- 
dera,  while  Sebaftiana  threatened 
the  Villa  Nueva  de  los  Infantes, 
forming  the  two  extremities  of  the 
line  of  defence.  In  the  French 
account  the  preparations  completed 
by  the  patriots  are  reprefented  as 
fufficientiy  formidable  in  thein- 
felves.  Intrenchments  are  faid  to 
have  been  thrown  up  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  all  the  defies,  deep  cuts 
dug  in  the  roads,  and  mines 
formed  under  precipices. 

On  the  19th  Jofeph  moved  his 
head-quarters  to  St,  Cruz  de  Mu. 
dela,  and  on  the  fame  day  the 
pofitions  of  El  Vifo,  Villamanri- 
que,  and  Almedina  were  occupied 
by  the  French.  Upon  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  corps  againft  Alma- 
den,  that  place  was  immediately 
abandoned  by  the  Spaniffi  troops, 
who  retreated  precipitately  upon 
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Cordova.  On  the  20th  General 
Deffolles  marched  from  El  Vifo 
towards  Puerto  del  Rey,  and  car¬ 
ried  that  pafs  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  Gazan’s  divifion,  that 
had  fet  out  at  the  fame  time,  de¬ 
tached  a  brigade  to  force  the  pafs 
by  the  Col  de  Muladar,  which 
commanded  a  bye-path  that  ftruck 
into  the  main  road  at  Des  Corde- 
ras,  in  the  rear  of  the  Spaniffi  cuts 
and  entrenchments,  and  thus  turned 
the  whole  line  of  defence,  while 
the  remainder  of  the  divifion  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  mountains  in  a  di¬ 
rection  that  might  moft  effectually 
co-operate  for  the  attainment  of 
the  fame  objeft.  The  divifion  of 
Girard,  the  guards,  and  the  ca¬ 
valry  advanced  by  the  main  road, 
occupying  the  feveral  pofitions 
which  were  abandoned  in  confu- 
fion  by  the  Spaniards  when  by 
the  movements  of  Gazan’s  di¬ 
vifion  it  became  apparent  that 
their  rear  was  in  danger.  Three 
of  the  mines  that  had  been  prac¬ 
ticed  under  the  road  were  ex¬ 
ploded,  but  without  effeCt.  Large 
quantities  of  ammunition  "and 
Fores  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  but  the  principal  maga¬ 
zines  had  been  deftroyed  by  the 
Spaniards  before  they  fell  back 
from  Carolina.  Jofeph  eftabliffied 
his  head-quarters  at  Baylen.  In 
the  mean  time  the  corps  under 
Sebaftiani  had  been  equally  fuc- 
cefsful.  The  Spaniffi  general, 
Caftijon,  had  taken  up  a  po- 
fition  in  the  valley  of  Arquil- 
los  ;  his  troops,  however,  were 
broken  and  difperfed  by  the  firft 
charge,  and  Sebaftiani  then  or¬ 
dered  the  heads  of  columns  to 
move  on  Ubeda  and  Balza,  to  fe- 
cure  the  bridges  on  the  Guadal- 
quiver.  In  the  feveral  rencon¬ 
tres 
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tres  that  took  place  during  thefe 
operations,  the  French  aflert  that 
they  took  above  6000  prifoners, 
and  twenty-five  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  junta  had  fo  far  forefeen  this 
event  as  to  have  determined  in 
their  proclamation  of  the  preceding 
year  the  Ifle  of  Leon  as  the  fitted 
place  for  the  aflembly  of  the  cortes. 
When  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
to  the  Sierra  was  announced  to 
them,  they  declared  their  intention 
of  removing  the  feat  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  to  Cadiz,  afligning  to 
the  people  as  a  reafon,  the  neceflity 
which  exided  that  the  adminidra- 
tion  fhould  be  at  hand  with  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people;  it  was 
accordingly  notified  that  they 
fhould  meet  on  the  fird  of  Febru¬ 
ary  in  the  Ifle  of  Leon,  and  pre¬ 
parations  were  immediately  made 
for  their  removal.  They  dill, 
however,  affeCled  the  utmoft  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  meafures  adopted  for 
the  defence  of  the  Andalufian 
paffes ;  and  when  the  news  arrived 
of  the  occupation  of  Almaden  by 
the  French,  they  publicly  dated 
that  the  force  which  had  been 
poded  there,  being  too  weak  to 
maintain  itfelf,  had  fallen  back 
to  join  the  Duke  del  Albuquerque, 
who  was  moving  upon  the  flank 
of  the  enemy,  while  del  Parque 
was  hadening  by  forced  marches  to 
effedt  a  junction,  which  would 
compofe  a  force  perfectly  fufficient 
to  check  or  drive  back  the  French 
at  Almaden  ;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
they  affirmed,  that  the  other  paffes 
were  effe&ually  fecured  by  the 
troops  under  Areizaga. 

Nothing  can  more  drikingly 
evince  the  indecifion  and  incapa¬ 
city  of  the  junta,  than  their  con¬ 
duct  towards  Albuquerque  at  this 
unfortunate  crifis.  That  diftin- 


guilhed  officer,  forefeeing  the  ene¬ 
my’s  movement  upon  Almaden,  had 
warned  the  junta  of  the  necefffary 
effedt  of  fuch  a  demonfl ration  upon 
his  own  pofition  at  Don  Benito, 
and  enforced  the  expediency  of  re¬ 
calling  his  troops  from  Truxillo 
and  the  advanced  pods  upon  the 
Tagus.  This  was  a  month  before 
the  attack  had  taken  place,  but 
the  imbecile  indrudtions  of  the 
junta  continued  to  keep  him  in  in¬ 
activity  and  fufpenfe  until  the 
paffes  were  forced,  and  French 
columns  were  actually  advancing 
upon  Guadalcanal,  along  the  road 
de  la  Plata,  in  order  to  cut  him  off 
from  Andalufia.  This  movement, 
however,  was  altogether  frudrated 
by  the  fkill  of  Albuquerque,  who 
pre-occupied  Guadalcanal,  and  fent 
his  artillery  under  the  efcort  of  the 
cavalry,  to  St.Olalla  and  Ronquillo. 
Here  he  was  again  fubjeded  to  the 
abfurd  and  fometimes  contradictory 
injunctions  of  his  government. 
Fird  he  was  ordered  to  march  di¬ 
rect  and  oppofe  the  enemy’s  en¬ 
trance  into  Andalufia.  He  replied 
by  pointing  out  the  impoflibility  of 
fuch  an  attempt  with  an  army  of 
8000  men  and  600  horfe,  in  the 
face  of  a  force  triple  in  number. 
On  the  2 id  he  received  directions 
to  march  immediately  for  Cordova  ; 
next  morning  he  was  fummoned  to 
Seville,  and  the  fame  evening,  by 
another  exprefs,  he  was  again  or¬ 
dered  to  Cordova.  Had  he  lite¬ 
rally  obeyed  thefe  indructions,  the 
confequences  would,  perhaps,  have 
more  fatally  affeCted  the  caufe  of 
Spain,  than  any  other  event  that 
had  occurred  during  the  war. 

The  feveral  corps  of  the  invad¬ 
ing  army  were  in  the  meanwhile 
rapidly  advancing.  Jaen  and  Cor¬ 
dova  opened  their  gates  without  an 
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effort  at  refiftance.  At  both  thefe 
places  confiderable  magazines  of 
ammunition  andprovifions  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  French,  a  confi¬ 
derable  portion  of  Areizaga’s  ar¬ 
my  was  difperfed,  and  he  himfelf, 
with  as  many  as  yet  kept  together, 
fled  to  the  mountains  of  Grenada. 
Sebafliani  was  ordered  to  follow  in 
that  direftion,  while  another  corps 
proceeded  to  Truxilio,  for  the 
purpofe  of  watching  the  movements 
of  Albuquerque  and  the  Duke  del 
Barque.  The  intruder  himfelf 
marched  direftly  upon  Seville,  the 
fall  of  which  it  was  anticipated 
would  quickly  be  followed  by  the 
furrender  of  Cadiz,  and  the  reco¬ 
very  of  the  French  and  Spanifh 
fleets  in  that  port. 

At  Cordova  he  iffued  a  procla¬ 
mation,  in  which  f(  he  told  the  Spa¬ 
nifh  people  that  for  more  than  a 
century,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
nature  of  things  which  governs  all, 
had  determined  that  Spain  fhould 
be  the  ally  and  friend  of  France. 
When  an  extraordinary  revolution 
had  precipitated  from  the  throne 
the  family  that  had  reigned  in 
France,  the  Spanifh  branch  of  the 
Bourbons  ought  either  to  haye  fup- 
ported  the  elder,  or  to  have  expedl- 
ed  and  reconciled  themfeives  to  the 
idea  of  falling  with  it.  The  princes 
of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  not  daring 
to  appeal  to  arms  had  renounced  the 
crown  and  ftipulated  for  their  par- 
$icular  interefts.  The  battle  of 
Baylen  and  the  aid  of  the  Englifh 
turned  weak  heads  and  timid  hearts, 
though  the  conteft,  now  decided, 
was  never  doubtful.  But  dill  the 
moft  enlightened  and  confcientious 
men  retained  their  allegiance  to 
him.  If  internal  peace  fhould  not 
be  re-eftablifhed,  who  could  fore¬ 
fee  the  confequences  of  fuch  blind 


obftinacy  ?  It  was  the  intereft  of 
France  to  preferve  the  independ¬ 
ence  and  integrity  of  Spain,  but 
if  Spain  remained  an  enemy,  France 
mult  feek  to  weaken,  to  difmem- 
ber,  and  deftroy  her.'* 

In  the  meanwhile  all  was  alarm 
and  confufion  at  Seville.  Every 
hour  brought  frefh  intelligence  of 
the  approach  of  the  French.  The 
members  of  the  government  were 
evidently  preparing  to  abandon  the 
city,  their  equipages  were  on  the 
quays,  and  the  government  papers 
embarked  on  the  Guadalquiver.  A 
general  agitation  prevailed  among 
the  people,  who  conceiving  them¬ 
feives  betrayed,  broke  forth  in  ex- 
preflions  of  indignation  and  re¬ 
venge  again!!  the  junta,  to  whofe 
treachery  or  incapacity  they  at¬ 
tributed  the  national  misfortunes. 
The  city  patroles  were  doubled 
during  the  nights  of  the  2  2d  and 
23d.  On  the  24th,  at  eight  in 
the  morning,  the  people  affembled 
in  the  great  place  of  St.  Francifco, 
and  in  the  front  of  the  Alcazar, 
and  demanded  the  depofition  of  the 
central  junta.  Others  more  vio¬ 
lent,  infilled  that  they  fhould  in- 
flantly  be  put  to  death ;  in  a  fhort 
time  the  infurredf  ion  became  gene¬ 
ral.  The  determination  to  defend 
the  city  was  loudly  proclaimed  in 
all  quarters  ;  all  perfons  were  for¬ 
bidden  to  leave  it.  The  junta  of 
Seville  was  called  upon  to  affume 
the  government,  and  Don  Fran¬ 
cifco  de  Saavedra,  at  that  time 
minifler  of  finance  and  prefident  of 
the  provincial  junta,  was  unani- 
moufly  intreated  to  take  upon  him 
the  direction  of  affairs.  This  no¬ 
bleman,  a  man  of  unqueflionable 
talents  and  integrity,  confented, 
and  fucceeded  in  fome  degree  in 
calming  the  agitation  of  the  popu¬ 
lace. 
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lace.  The  Count  of  Montijo, 
whofe  liberation  from  prifon  had 
been  one  of  the  firft  effeds  of  the 
revolution,  was  called  upon  to  fii- 
perintend  the  reftoration  of  the 
central  army,  the  command  of 
which  was  confided  to  Blake,  while 
Romana  proceeded  to  Badajos  to 
reaffume  the  command  of  the  army 
of  the  left. 

However  lively  were  thefe  de- 
monftrations  of  the  public  fpirit  of 
the  people  of  Seville,  they  were 
in  the  event  unavailing.  On  the 
3 1  It  of  January,  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  French  army,  under  Marfhai 
Vidor,  appeared  before  the  city. 
The  works  that  had  been  thrown 
up  around  the  place  were  of  im- 
menfe  extent,  and  would  have  re¬ 
quired  a  garrifon  of  60,000  men  to 
man  them.  There  were  not  more 
than  7000  in  the  town,  and  the 
inhabitants  were  but  little  difpofed 
to  fupply  the  deficiency  by  any 
imitation  of  the  heroic  devotedneis 
of  the  Saragoffans.  No  ferious 
idea  of  refiftance  would  feem  to 
have  been  entertained.  A  negoti¬ 
ation  was  immediately  opened  for 
the  furrender  of  the  place,  and 
terms  of  fufiicient  mildnefs  were 
eafily  obtained.  Religion  was  to 
be  refpeded  ;  fecurity  of  perfons 
and  property  allured;  officers  only 
were  to  be  quartered  in  private 
hottfes,  the  foldiers  being  difpofed 
of  in  barracks  and  convents.  The 
option  was  left  to  the  garrifon,  of 
either  continuing  their  fervices  in 
the  army  of  king  Jofeph,  or  of  re¬ 
turning  to  their  own  homes.  On 
the  following  day  the  city  opened 
its  gates,  and  the  intrufive  king 
made  his  triumphal  entry,  as  it  is 
hated,  amid  the  acclamations  of 
the  populace.  Two  hundred  pieces 
of  artillery,  of  which  one  hundred 


and  forty  were  battering  cannon, 
together  with  large  magazines  of 
ammunition  and  ftores,  fell  into  the 
poffefiion  of  the  French. 

Jofeph  here  ilfued  another  ad- 
drefs  to  his  troops,  congratulating 
them  upon  their  fucceffes.  (c  Sol¬ 
diers,  ”  faid  he,  11  the  war  which 
the  emperor  has  juft  terminated  fo 
glorioufly  with  Auftria,  had  re¬ 
vived  the  hopes  of  the  cabinet  of 
England.  Her  armies  were  ad¬ 
vancing  for  the  conqueft  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  but  they  met  only  their  own 
difgrace  and  deftrudion.  The 
troops  of  the  infurredion,  aban¬ 
doned  by  their  pretended  allies, 
made  their  laft  effort  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  peace  was  ftgned  at  Vi¬ 
enna.  Ocana  confounded  their  mad 
projeds.  The  barriers  interpofed 
by  nature  between  the  north  and 
fouth  of  Spain  have  fallen  down. 
You  have  found  none  but  friends 
on  this  fide  of  the  Sierra  Morena. 
Jaen,  Cordova,  Grenada,  and  Se¬ 
ville,  have  opened  their  gates.  You 
have  overrun  thefe  provinces  in 
your  wonted  fpirit  of  good  order 
and  you  have  every  where  found 
peace,  plenty,  and  a  good  recep¬ 
tion.” 

The  great  point  that  now  re¬ 
mained  to  the  French  was  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  Cadiz,  and  Victor 
was  ordered  to  pufh.  on  with  all 
polfible  rapidity  in  that  diredion. 
Mortier,  with  the  fifth  corps,  was 
fent  againft  Badajoz.  On  the  Gua- 
diana  he  was  to  communicate  with 
the  fecond  corps,  under  Regnier, 
and  to  watch  over  what  paffed  in 
the  valley  of  the  Tagus.  In  the 
mean  time  Sebaftiani  had  vigour- 
oufty  purfued  the  wreck  of  Arei- 
zaga’s  army,  now  confiding  of 
about  7000  men  and  3000  horfe, 
and  which,  as  we  have  already 
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ftated,  had  retreated  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Grenada.  At  Llamos  the 
French  light  horfe  came  up  with  a 
portion  of  the  Spanifh  array,  and  a 
ihort  rencontre  enfued,  which  end¬ 
ed  in  the  k)fs  to  the  latter  of  fome 
hundred  prifonexs  and  thirty  pieces 
of  cannon.  Beyond  Alcala  la  Real 
the  French  right  column  overtook 
a  body  of  1500  Spanifh  horfe,  under 
Genera]  Frere.  The  Spaniards  were 
immediately  attacked,  broken,  and 
difperfed,  with  confulerable  lofs, 
and  lhordy  after  the  magiflrates  of 
Granada  appeared  at  the  outpofts 
of  the  French  general,  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  him  in  writing  the  fub- 
miflion  of  their  fellow  citizens. 
Sebaftiani  took  poffeflion  of  the 
town  on  the  28th.  In  the  French 
difpatches  his  entry  is  defcribed  as 
hailed  by  the  enthufiaftic  acclama¬ 
tion?  of  all  clafles  of  the  people, 
who  are  ftated  to  have  made  the 
molt  ardent  profeffions  of  attach¬ 
ment  to  their  new  fovereign. 
Abundance  of  ftores  and  provifions 
were  found  in  the  town.  Among 
the  prifoners  of  the  garrifon  was  a 
battalion  of  troops,  1000  ftrong, 
all  of  them  foreigners,  and  chiefly 
Swifs,  who  had  formerly  belonged 
to  the  army  of  Dupont,  and  after  the 
capitulation  of  Baylen  had  entered 
into  the  fervice  of  Ferdinand.  They 
were  at  firft  much  alarmed,  but 
were  offered  pardon  on  condition 
of  returning  to  the  French  fervice, 
which  they  accepted.  The  French 
fortified  and  provifioned  the  Al¬ 
hambra,  and  polled  in  it  a  garri¬ 
fon  of  from  12  to  15,000  men,  for 
the  effectual  fecuring  of  the  fub- 
miflion  of  the  province.  From 
Grenada,  Sebaftiani  haftened  his 
march  to  Malaga.  According  to 
the  enemy’s  account,  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Aboillo,  formerly  a  colo¬ 


nel,  had  aflumed  the  chief  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  town,  fhipped  off  the 
old  civil  and  military  adminiftra- 
tion,  together  with  the  principal 
inhabitants,  and  aflifled  by  a  hoft 
of  priefts  and  monks,  had  fucceed- 
ed  in  inducing  the  populace  of  the 
city  and  the  neighbouring  moun¬ 
tains  to  take  up  arms,  for  the 
purpofe  of  refilling  the  expe&ed 
approach  of  the  French  ;  a  body 
of  6000  was  advanced  to  the  de¬ 
files  of  the  mountains,  and  were 
ftrongly  entrenched  in  the  pass  of 
the  Col  Bofche  de  Lafno.  The 
fame  fpirit  pervaded  the  people  of 
Alhama.  Upon  receiving  thefe 
tidings,  Sebaftiani  accelerated  his 
march.  On  the  5th  of  February 
he  fet  out  with  the  advanced  guard 
from  Antequera.  He  carried,  with¬ 
out  difficulty,  the  feveral  mountain 
pafles  in  his  way,  driving  back 
the  defenders  upon  Malaga,  where 
they  rallied,  and  were  joined  by 
a  large  mafs  of  the  armed  popu¬ 
lace,  having  with  them  a  confi- 
derable  train  of  artillery  and  fome 
cavalry.  Sebaftiani  fent  to  pro- 
pofe  to  them  terms  of  fubmiffion, 
which  were  rejesfted.  He  repeated 
the  offer  twice,  but  with  no  more 
effedl.  The  Spaniards  then  opened 
a  brifk  fire  of  mufquetry  and  artil¬ 
lery,  but  were  fpeedily  broken  by 
the  charge  of  the  French  cavalry  ; 
1  500  of  them  were  killed  on  the 
fpot,  and  the  French  entered  the 
city  pell-mell  with  the  fugitives. 
No  further  refiftance  was  attempt¬ 
ed.  One  hundred  and  forty-three 
pieces  of  cannon  were  found  in  the 
city.  The  greater  part  of  the 
fhipping  had  already  quitted  the 
harbour. 

Vi&or  was  in  the  mean  time 
haftening  towards  Cadiz  ;  the  pof¬ 
feffion  of  that  port  was,  in  every 

point 


174]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


point  of  view,  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance,  and  its  fall  would  fierce¬ 
ly  leave  to  the  patriots  a  fmgle 
point  ©f  rally  in  the  peninfula. 
The  city  itfelf  was  altogether  un- 
furnifhed  with  the  neceflary  means 
of  refiftance.  The  works  were  un- 
finifhed,  and  there  were  not  a 
thoufand  troops  in  the  ifland  to 
man  them.  Had  the  French  been 
able  to  haften  their  approach  by  a 
few  days  only,  there  is  little  rea- 
fon  to  doubt  but  that  the  city,  the 
fort,  and  the  (hipping,  muft  have 
fallen  unrefiftingly  into  their  hands. 
As  it  was,  the  (kill  and  decilion 
of  Albuquerque  alone  interpofed  to 
fave  them.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  24th,  he  received  the  dif- 
patch  from  the  fupreme  junta, 
which  countermanded  his  march 
to  Seville,  and  dire&ed  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Cordova.  He  was  then  at  Pe** 
drofo  de  la  Sierra,  on  his  way  from 
Guadalcanal.  Shortly  after  frelh 
difpatches  from  the  junta  reached 
him  at  Cantillana,  at  which  place 
he  had  ferried  his  artillery  acrofs 
the  Guadalquiver.  In  thefe  the 
injun&ion  to  proceed  to  Cordova 
was  repeated,  but  the  duke,  know¬ 
ing  that  that  city  muft  be  already 
in  the  enemy’s  poffeffion,  and  that 
the  junta  themfelres,  in  fpite  of 
their  filence  upon  the  fubjeft,  were 
abandoning  Seville,  did  not  hefitate 
to  difobey  inftruftions,  the  abfur- 
dity  of  which  is  fo  glaring,  as  to 
make  it  difficult  to  account  for  the 
conduct  of  thofe  who  iffued  them, 
upon  any  fuppofition  than  that  of 
purpofed  treachery  to  their  coun¬ 
try.  From  Cantillana  Albuquer¬ 
que  marched  to  Carmona.  The 
French  were  at  the  fame  timepufh- 
ing  on  by  El  Aharal  and  Moron 
to  Utrera,  in  order  to  cut  him  off 
from  Cadiz,  but  the  Spaniih  ge¬ 


\ 


neral,  perceiving  their  objeft,  made 
with  all  poffible  fpeed  for  the  fame 
point,  and  reached  it  with  his 
cavalry  nearly  at  the  fame  moment 
as  the  enemy.  From  Utrera  he 
proceeded  with  the  infantry  acrofs 
the  marfti  by  Los  Cabezas  to  Le- 
brija.  This  was  on  the  night  of 
the  30th,  and  he  immediately  dif- 
patched  an  exprefs  to  Cadiz,  an¬ 
nouncing  that  he  had  thus  fuc- 
ceeded  in  interpofing  his  force  be¬ 
tween  the  city  and  the  enemy  ; 
next  morning  he  arrived  at  Xeres, 
and  on  the  2d  of  February  reached 
the  Ifland  of  Leon,  after  a  march 
of  260  miles.  The  defences  of  the 
ifland  were  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  neg- 
le&,  that  the  duke  himfelf  has 
aflerted,  that  in  the  event  of  any 
attack,  its  fecurity  was  ftill  doubt¬ 
ful.  The  French,  however,  made 
no  attempt  of  the  kind,  and  Albu¬ 
querque  immediately  exerted  him¬ 
felf  to  the  utmoft  in  the  reftoration 
of  the  works  and  fortifications. 

Under  the  exifting  emergency, 
a  junta  of  eighteen  perfons  had 
been  ele&ed,  by  ballot  from  houfe 
to  houfe,  to  whom  was  committed 
the  direction  of  affairs  in  the  city. 
The  central  junta  had  appointed 
Venegas  to  the  government,  but 
that  officer,  fenfible  of  the  miftruft 
which  was  entertained  of  him,  had 
prudently  refigned  his  authority  to 
the  cabildo.  The  central  junta 
itfelf,  the  members  of  which  had 
arrived  at  the  ifland,  was  at  length 
induced,  by  a  fenfe  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  the  cafe,  to  lay  down  the 
authority  which  they  had  fo  long 
exercifed,  honeftly  perhaps,  as  far 
as  their  intentions  were  concerned, 
but  certainly  with  Angular  infeli¬ 
city  for  the  welfare  of  the  caufe 
intrufted  to  them.  On  the  29th 
of  January  they  iffued  a  decree, 
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nominating,  for  the  formation  of 
a  council  of  regency,  the  Bilhop 
of  Oxenfe,  Don  Pedro  de  Quevedo 
y  Quintana;  Don  Francifco  de 
Saavedra,  late  prefidenl  of  the 
junta  of  Seville;  General  Caf- 
tanos  ;  Don  Antonio  de  Efcano, 
minifter  of  marine  ;  and  Don  Ef- 
tevan  Fernandez  de  Leon,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  council  of  the  Indies. 
Thefe  perfons  were  to  exercife  all 
the  powers  of  government  provifi- 
onally  till  the  meeting  of  the  cortes, 
who  (hould  then  decide  upon  the 
form  of  the  executive  power  which 
it  might  feem  to  them  moft  expe¬ 
dient  to  adopt. 

In  the  addrefs  which  accompa¬ 
nied  this  decree,  the  junta  attempt¬ 
ed  fome  vindication  of  their  con¬ 
duct.  After  attributing  to  the 
ambition,  the  ignorance,  and  in¬ 
trigue  of  others,  much  of  the  ill 
fuecefs  which  had  marked  their  ad- 
miniftration,  they  proceeded  to  al¬ 
lude  to  the  late  violent  proceedings 
at  Seville.  (t  Spaniards,  thus  it  is 
that  thofe  men  have  been  perfecuted 
and  defamed,  whom  you  chofe  for 
your  reprefentatives;  they  who, 
without  guards,  without  troops, 
without  punifhments,  confiding 
themfelves  to  the  public  faith,  ex- 
ercifed  tranquilly  under  its  protec¬ 
tion  thofe  auguft  fundions  with 
which  you  had  invefted  them.  And 
who  are  th^y,  mighty  God!  who 
perfecute  them  ?  the  fame  who 
from  its  inftallation  have  laboured 
to  deftroy  the  junta  from  its  foun¬ 
dations  ;  the  fame  who  have  intro¬ 
duced  diforder  into  the  cities,  di- 
vifion  into  the  armies,  infubordi- 
nation  into  the  conftituted  autho¬ 
rities.  The  individuals  of  the 
government  are  neither  impeccable 
nor  perfedt;  they  are  men,  and  as 
fuch  liable  to  human  weaknefs  and 


error.  But  as  public  achniniftra- 
tors,  as  your  reprefentatives,  they 
will  reply  to  the  imputations  of 
thefe  agitators,  and  lhew  them 
where  good  faith  and  patriotifm 
have  been  found,  and  where  ambi¬ 
tious  paflions,  which  inceffantly 
have  deftroyed  the  bowels  of  the 
country.  Reduced  from  hencefor¬ 
ward  to  the  rank  of  fimple  citi¬ 
zens,  without  any  other  reward 
than  the  remembrance  of  the  zeal 
and  of  the  labours  which  we  have 
employed  in  the  public  fervice,  we 
are  ready,  or  rather  we  are  anx¬ 
ious,  to  reply  to  our  unjuft  calum¬ 
niators  before  the  cortes,  or  the 
tribunal  which  it  fhall  appoint. 
Let  them  fear,  and  not  us.  Let 
them  fear  who  have  feduced  the 
fimple,  corrupted  the  vile,  and 
agitated  the  furious ;  let  them  fear 
who  in  the  moment  of  the  greateft 
danger,  when  the  edifice  of  the 
ftate  eouid  fcarce  refill  the  Ihock 
from  without,  have  applied  to  it 
the  torch  of  dilfention,  to  reduce 
it  to  alhes.  Strong  however,  as 
we  are,  in  the  teftimony  of  our 
own  confciences,  and  fecure  in  that 
we  have  done  for  the  good  of  the 
ftate,  as  much  as  the  fituation  of 
things  and  circumftances  placed  in 
our  reach,  the  country  and  our  own 
honour  demand  from  us  the  laft 
proof  of  our  zeal,  and  require  us 
to  lay  down  an  authority,  the 
continuance  of  which  might  draw 
on  us  new  difturbances  and  dilfen- 
lions.  We  have  convoked  a  cortes 
more  numerous  and  free  than  any 
which  the  monarchy  has  ever  yet 
witnefled,  and  transferred  to  a 
council  of  regency  the  authority 
which  you  had  confided  to  us.  May 
your  new  governors  be  more  for¬ 
tunate  in  their  proceedings,  and 
the  individuals  of  the  fupreme 
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junta  will  envy  them  nothing  but 
the  glory  of  having  faved  their 
country  and  delivered  their  king.*’ 
Previous  to  this  laft  aflembly  of 
the  junta  in  the  Ifle  of  Leon,  three 
of  the  members,  viz.  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Laodicea,  and  the  depu¬ 
ties  Valdes  and  Oralle,  had  been 
feized  at  Xeres,  and  were  only 
refcued  from  the  effects  of  popular 
fury  by  the  interpofition  of  Caf- 
tanos,  who  procured  their  libera- 
tion  from  the  Carthufian  convent, 
into  which  they  had  been  thrown. 
The  fame  feeling  continued  to  per- 
fecute  them  after  the  refignation 
of  their  functions.  The  council 
of  Caftile  branded  their  very  au¬ 
thority  as  a  ufurpation,  and  ac- 
cufed  them  of  the  mod  notorious 
intereftednefs  in  the  exercife  of  it. 
The  regency  fo  far  gave  way  to 
the  popular  fentiment,  as  to  re¬ 
gift  er  the  effe&s  and  feize  the  pa¬ 
pers  of  the  feveral  members  of  the 
junta,  and  two  of  them,  Tilly  and 
Calvo,  were  put  under  arreft. 
Some  of  them  had  embarked  on 
board  a  veflel  for  the  Canaries  ; 
they  were  arrefted,  and  their  bag¬ 
gage,  at  their  own  particular  in¬ 
treaty  examined;  and  it  was  found 
that,  inftead  of  the  hoards  of  pe¬ 
culation  and  embezzlement,  they 
had  with  them  little  more  than  the 
neceffary  means  of  performing  the 
voyage.  Jovellanos  himfelf,  a 
man  whofe  integrity  is  not  more  un- 
queftionable  than  are  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  his  views  and  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  his  genius,  did  not  alto¬ 
gether  efcape  the  general  ftigma 
that  attached  to  the  body  of  which 
he  had  been  a  member.  He  was 
odered  to  retire  to  his  province, 
where,  affeft ed  probably  too  deeply 
by  the  ingratitude  of  the  country 
he  had  ferved  fo  faithfully  and  fo 


well,  he  not  long  afterdied.  Tilly 
died  in  his  prifon.  Calvo  lay  in  a 
dungeon  until  after  the  meeting  of 
the  cortes,  when  he  at  length  ob¬ 
tained  a  trial,  and  was  declared 
innocent. 

Shortly  after  the  French  ap¬ 
proached  the  iftand,  and  on  the  7th 
of  February  a  flag  of  truce  was 
fent  into  Cadiz,  addrefted  to  the 
city  junta,  by  which  they  were 
fummoned,  in  the  name  of  ((  The 
king,  our  lord,  Don  Jofeph  Na¬ 
poleon,”  to  fend  deputies  to  treat 
for  the  furrender  of  the  town.  To 
thjs  the  junta  replied  by  a  Ihort 
ftatement,  that  t( the  city  of  Ca¬ 
diz,  faithful  to  the  principles  it 
has  fworn,  renounces  every  other 
king  except  Don  Ferdinand  the 
Seventh.”  Every  meafure  was  re- 
forted  to  for  the  more  effectual  fe- 
curing  of  the  place.  An  edidl  was 
iflted,  calling  upon  all  perfons  to 
aflift  at  the  works  of  St.  Ferdi¬ 
nand.  In  this  the  inactivity  of 
the  Cadeflans  was  openly  contraft- 
ed  with  the  exertions  of  the 
ftrangers.  “  The  inhabitants  of 
Cadiz,”  it  was  faid,  (i  who  have 
the  greateft  intereft  to  protect  their 
wives,  their  children,  and  their 
altars,  are  to  be  found  in  the  cof¬ 
fee  houfes,  in  the  public  walks, 
and  in  the  flreets,  while  the  reli¬ 
gious  men  and  the  ftrangers  do  all 
in  their  power  to  aflift  the  works/' 
Two  Britifh  regiments  were  im¬ 
mediately  difpatched  from  Gib¬ 
raltar,  for  the  reinforcement  of 
the  garrifon,  and  a  larger  force 
was  Ihortly  expe&ed  from  Lifbon. 
The  fenfe  of  immediate  danger 
feems  to  have  effectually  overcome 
the  jealous  repugnance  which  had 
been  expreffed  in  the  preceding 
year  to  the  admiflion  of  a  Britifh 
force  into  Cadiz.  The  ifland  it- 
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Cell  forms  a  kind  of  irregular  tri¬ 
angle*  The  longeft  fide  is  divided 
from  the  main  land  by  a  channel, 
called  the  River  of  Santi  Petri,  in 
length  about  ten  miles,  and  navi¬ 
gable  for  veffels  of  the  greateft 
burthen.  Over  this  is  the  bridge 
of  Zuazo,  which  communicates 
with  the  main  by  a  caufeway  con- 
ftru&ed  over  a  deep  morals.  A 
tongue  of  land  runs  into  the  bay, 
about  feven  miles  in  length  and 
from  a  quarter  to  half  a  mile 
broad.  At  the  extremity  of  this 
is  built  the  city,  properly  called 
Cadiz,  which  contains  about 
40,000  fouls.  Another  town,  call¬ 
ed  St.  Carlos,  which  is  of  recent 
conftru&ion,  and  equally  populous, 
is  fituated  a  little  above  Cadiz. 
The  caufeway  over  which  the 
ifland  is  entered  will  hardly  admit 
four  men  abreaft.  It  was  now 
flanked  cn  both  fides  by  batteries ; 
trenches  were  dug  in  the  road,  and 
the  cavities  filled  with  water.  The 
bridges  were  deftroyed,  and  upon 
the  ifthmus  leading  to  the  town  a 
feries  of  batteries  were  formed, 
each  of  them  mounting  about 
twenty  thirty-two  pounders.  All 
buildings  on  the  ifthmus  were  pull¬ 
ed  down,  arid  the  wood  removed 
to  the  city  for  fuel.  It  was  efti- 
mated  that,  befide  the  ordinary 
population,  which  confifted  of 
80,000,  the  ifland  at  that  moment 
contained  as  many  more,  includ¬ 
ing  the  garrifon,  the  failors,  the 
prifoners  and  the  fugitives.  The 
number  of  thefe  had  been  accumu¬ 
lating  ever  fince  the  paflage  by 
the  enemy  of  the  Sierra  Morena, 
and  were  chiefly  from  the  valley  of 
the  Guadalquiver  ;  and  the  c  owds 
at  length  had  become  fo  great, 
that  it  was  found  neceffary  to  for¬ 
bid  the  entrance  of  any  more.  Of 
Vol.  Lll.or  Vol.  X.  New  Sei 


tbofe  who  were  received  a  great  pro¬ 
portion  were  afterwards  compelled 
by  the  authorities  to  return  again 
to  the  main  land. 

The  French  troops  occupied  Sr. 
Lucar  de  Barramido,  Rota,  Puerto 
de  Santa  Maria,  Puerto  Real,  Chi- 
clana,  and  Medina  Sidonia ;  a 
corps  of  1600  men  was  polled  at 
Xeres,  and  about  1,200  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Utera  and  Le- 
brija,  and  communications  were 
kept  up  with  Sebaftiani  by  Ronda 
and  Marbella.  The  garrifon  of 
Cadiz  amounted  to  about  21,000 
men,  of  which  about  4000  were 
Englifh,  and  1700  Portuguefe, 
uuder  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Graham.  On  the  10th 
Soult  fent  a  flag  of  truce  to  Albu¬ 
querque,  inviting  him  to  accede 
to  terms  of  capitulation,  and  warn¬ 
ing  him  of  the  intended  defigns 

p  o 

of  the  Englilh  upon  Cadiz.  The 
duke  returned  the  anfwer  that 
might  have  been  expefted  from 
him.  He  declined  the  conference 
which  the  French  general  had  pro- 
pofed,  and  expreffed  the  higheft 
confidence  in  the  means  which  yet 
remained  to  the  Spanifh  people  for 
vindicating  their  independence : 
Cadiz,  he  faid,  bad  nothing  to 
fear  from  a  force  of  100,000  men; 
and  in  return  for  the  intereft  which 
Soult  had  expreffed  for  the  fate  of 
the  town,  he  advifed  him  to  de- 
fift  from  making  a  fruitlefs  facri- 
fice  of  his  troops,  by  any  further 
attempt  againft  it.  With  refpeift 
to  the  defigns  imputed  to  the  Bri- 
tifh,  he  indignantly  denied  that 
any  fuch  were  entertained  by  that 
people,  who  were  as  generous  as 
brave.  Their  only  objefl  was 
to  aflift  in  the  defence  of  Cadiz, 
with  all  the  means  in  which 
they  abounded  ;  an  afliftance  which 
ies.  [M]  *he 
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the  Spaniards  folicited,  and  grate¬ 
fully  received. 

The  head-quarters  of  Jofeph, 
while  thefe  propofitions  were 
making,  had  been  at  St.  Mary’s. 
He  foon  after  departed,  leaving 
Vidor  to  fuperintend  the  blockade 
©f  the  place.  For  fome  time  little 
or  no  demonft  ration  of  attack  was 
offered.  On  the  3th  of  March  a 
dreadful  hurricane  came  on,  and 
continued  with  unintermitting  vio¬ 
lence  during  the  three  following 
days.  The  confequences  upon  the 
Ihipping  in  the  harbour  were  moft 
ferious.  One  Spanifh  firft-rate,  two 
feventy-fours,  and  a  frigate,  one 
Portugueze  feventy-four,  a  brig 
of  war,  with  above  forty  mer¬ 
chant  fhips,  brigs,  Sec.  were  driven 
on  (bore,  on  that  fide  of  the  bay 
which  was  occupied  by  the  French  ; 
and,  in  order  to  prevent  their  fall¬ 
ing  into  the  enemy’s  hands,  it 
was  found  neceffary  to  burn  all 
the  fhips  of  war  and  the  greater 
portion  of  the  merchant  veffels.  Of 
the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  in  that 
port,  amounting  to  ten  fhips  of  the 
line  and  four  frigates,  feveral  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  damage  as  to  make  it 
doubtful  whether  they  would  ever 
be  able  to  put  to  fea  again.  A 
confiderable  fpoil  of  merchandife 
and  prifoners  fell  into  the  power 
of  the  French. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  tnonth, 
March  21ft,  a  Britifh  regiment 
was  introduced  into  the  garrifon  of 
Ceuta,  upon  an  exprefs  agreement 
that  its  fervices  at  that  place  fhould 
be  limited  by  the  duration  of  the 
prefent  unhappy  ftate  of  the  penin- 
fula. 

Some  comparatively  unimport¬ 
ant  affairs  took  place  in  different 
parts  of  the  Andalufias,  of  which 
we  (hall  give  a  fhort  account. 


grounded  almoft  wholly  on  the 
French  difpatches.  General  La- 
tour  Maubourg  pufhed  forward  a 
fmall  detachment  of  infantry  and 
cavalry,  to  occupy  the  town  of 
St.  Roch,  oppoftte  Gibraltar.  An 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  garrifon 
of  Gibraltar,  to  difpoiTefs  them 
was  unfuceefsful.  Some  rifings 
took  place  in  the  Alpujarras  and 
in  the  mountains  feparating  Jaen 
from  Murcia,  but  were  fpeedily 
fupprefled,  on  both  points,  on  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  French  troops.  A  more  ex- 
tenfive  infurre&ion  was  attempted 
in  the  mountains  of  Ronda,  and  the 
French  detachment  occupying  that 
town  was  obliged  to  withdraw.  A 
confiderable  force  was  immediately 
marched  thither,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  General  Pereimont,  who 
deferibes  the  Spaniards  as  inftantly 
difperfing  upon  his  approach.  To 
effect  this  movement,  the  French 
had  been  compelled  to  withdraw 
the  garrifon  of  Malaga,  upon 
which  a  body  of  8000  infurgents 
are  reprefented  to  have  fallen  down 
from  the  mountains,  and  re-occu¬ 
pied  that  important  city.  A  de¬ 
tachment  was  difpatched  to  dis¬ 
lodge  them,  and  fucceeded  after  a 
rencontre,  in  which  the  Spaniards 
are  faid  to  have  fuffered  much.  A 
continued  feries  of  affairs  of  this 
kind  appear  to  have  occurred, 
which  were  unqueftionably  pro¬ 
ductive  of  more  lofs  and  embar- 
raffment  to  the  enemy  than  is 
here  admitted  ;  and  they  fully  il- 
luftrate  the  ftate  of  perpetual  alarm 
and  anxiety  by  which  he  mu  ft  have 
been  harafied  during  the  period  In 
which  he  occupied  that  country. 

It  was  not  until  the  24th  of 
April  that  the  enemy  ventured  to 
commence  any  aCtive  operations 
againft  Cadiz.  On  the  morning 
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m  that  day,  they  fuddenly  opened 
a  fire  of  red  hot  (hot  upon  the  St. 
Paulo,  a  feventy-four,  and  the 
gun  boats  which  were  ftationed 
neat  Fort  MatRgorda,  and  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  quit  the  pofition. 
They  then  direded  a  very  heavy 
fire  upon  the  fort  from  malked  bat¬ 
teries  in  the  Trocadero,  which 
mounted  twenty-one  guns  and  nine 
mortars.  The  fort  is  fituated  on 
the  continent,  oppofite  to  Port 
Puntal,  and  in  fome  degree  com¬ 
manding  the  entrance  to  that  port* 
It  was  manned  by  a  handful  of 
Britifii  foldiers  and  failors.  The 
Spanilh  colours  being  kept  flying, 
the  men  called  out  continually, 
during  the  firing,  (t  Up  with  the 
Britifh  colours.* *  About  noon  the 
flag-ftalF  was  carried  away  by  a 
fliot,  and  the  cry  for  fubftituting 
the  Englifh  flag  became  univerfal. 
The  cannonade  was  difcontirtued 
only  at  night-fall,  when  a  large 
breach  had  been  made  iti  the 
works.  Every  exertion  was  made 
during  the  night  to  repair  it.  At 
day  break  the  next  morning  the 
firing  was  refumed,  and  continued 
without  intermiflion  till  the  fort 
became  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  Gene¬ 
ral  Graham  fent  orders  for  its  eva¬ 
cuation.  In  the  French  account, 
the  abandonment  of  the  fort  is  im¬ 
mediately  aferibed  to  the  effeds  of 
a  bomb,  which  falling  on  the  pow¬ 
der  magazine,  blew  it  up,  dif. 
mantled  the  works,  and  killed  a 
great  number  of  men.  No  men¬ 
tion  of  this  occurs  in  the  Englifh 
difpatches.  Conflderable  inconve¬ 
nience  to  the  defence  of  Cadiz  was 
apprehended  from  the  fail  of  Ma¬ 
tagorda,  the  poffeflion  of  which 
by  the  French,  it  was  apprehended 
would  in  fome  meafure  impede  our 
paflage  by  fea  to  the  \Vatering- 


place  at  the  Sola,  and  further 
bring  the  enemies  batteries  to  be&i 
Upon  the  totirn  itfelf  of  Cadii:,  and 
upon  the  anchorage  of  the  fhipping. 

A  circumftance  of  more  inaus¬ 
picious  omen  to  the  caufe  of  Spain 
fhortly  after  occurred,  in  the  dif- 
agreement  which  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  Junta  of  Cadiz  and  the 
Duke  del  Albuquerque,  and  which 
ended  in  the  lofs  to  the  country  of 
the  fer vices  of  that  brave  and  dif- 
interefted  nobleman.  Albuquerque 
had,  from  the  beginning,  rendered 
himfelf  an  objed  of  diflike  to  th£ 
junta,  from  the  readinefs  with 
which  he  had  acknowledged  the 
authority  of  the  regency,  at  a 
time  when,  had  he  fandioned  the 
attempt  by  his  difient  from  the 
authority  of  the  nevfr  government, 
they  conceived  they  had  a  profped 
of  getting  pofieflion  of  the  Whole 
powers  of  the  government.  From 
that  moment  he  feems  to  have 
been  treated  with  fyftematic  difre- 
gard  by  the  junta,  though  in  fad; 
they  owed  their  exiftence  only  to 
the  fkill  and  decifion  With  which 
he  had  fucceeded  in  interpofing  hi?* 
army  between  the  Ifle  of  Leon  and 
the  advancing  enemy.  Of  his  re¬ 
peated  earnefl:  application  for  the 
recruiting  and  clothing  that  army, 
no  notice  was  taken,  though  the 
ifland  was  fwarming  with  idle  in¬ 
habitants,  and  though,  he  aflerts 
as  a  fad,  that  the  junta  at  that 
very  time  were  in  pofieflion  of 
feven  hundred  pieces  of  cloth,  and 
which  they  withheld  with  the  in¬ 
tention  of  felling  it  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,  with  a  profit  upon  it  as 
merchants,  of  eight  reales  per 
<varray  in  the  event  of  their  fail¬ 
ure  in  the  firuggle  which  they 
were  making  to  get  the  difpofal 
of  the  public  money  into  their  own 
[M  2]  hands. 
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hands.  Finding  all  remonftrance 
and  reprefentations  in  vain  in  this 
quarter,  Albuquerque  applied  to 
the  regency  ;  and  it  is  faid  that 
that  body  advifed  the  duke  to  pub- 
lifh  his  memorial,  in  order  to  try 
the  effedl  which  fuch  ftatement 
might  have  on  the  popular  mind. 
The  paper,  when  publifhed,  contain¬ 
ed  merely  an  account  of  the  wants  of 
the  foldiers,  without  throwing  any 
particular  blame  on  the  junta,  and 
the  general’s  entreaty,  that  unlefs 
thofe  wants  were  fupplied,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  refign  a  com¬ 
mand,  which,  under  fuch  circum¬ 
stances,  he  could  not  retain  with 
any  advantage  to  the  country. 
The  people,  as  was  expected,  were 
immediately  aroufed  by  the  ftate- 
ment,  and  came  forward  indivi¬ 
dually  with  the  utmoft  liberality, 
to  relieve  their  defenders.  But 
the  junta  was  in  the  higheft  de¬ 
gree  enraged  by  the  ftep;  Albu¬ 
querque,  when  he  learnt  the  of¬ 
fence  which  he  had  unwittingly 
given,  and  anxious  to  avoid  unne¬ 
cessary  debate,  addreffed  to  them 
a  letter,  in  which  he  difclaimed, 
in  the  warmed  terms,  any  purpofe 
of  imputing  blame  to  their  con¬ 
duct.  The  junta  replied  by  a  de¬ 
fence  of  their  meafures,  which 
they  publifhed  ;  in  this  they  re¬ 
proached  the  duke  with  having 
expofed  the  inefficiency  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  declared  that  they  had  made 
every  effort  to  relieve  its  wants, 
and  carried  their  impudence  and 
their  ingratitude  fo  far,  as  to  af¬ 
firm,  that  had  not  his  cavalry  re¬ 
treated  more  precipitately  than 
was  either  fitting  or  neceffary, 
they  might  have  brought  in  grain 
with  them ;  the  paper  concluded 
by  intimating,  in  a  tone  of  me¬ 
nace,  that  the  people  of  Cadiz 
were  prepared  to  fupport  them 


againft  any  perfons  who  fhould 
dare  to  inculpate  their  conduct. 
It  was  well  obferved  by  Albuquer¬ 
que,  in  reply  to  the  bafe  infinua- 
tion  thrown  out  againft  him,  that 
had  he  been  capable  of  confulting 
his  fafety  by  a  precipitate  retreat, 
Portugal  and  the  Englifh  army 
were  at  hand  to  receive  him  ;  and 
he  could  never  have  thought  it  ne¬ 
ceffary  to  attempt  a  hazardous  and 
difficult  march  of  two  hundred  and 
fixty  miles,  in  the  face  of  fuperior 
hoftile  armies,  and  in  pofitive  con¬ 
travention  of  the  orders  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  government. — - 
(C  Had  the  cavalry  thus  accufed,” 
faid  the  duke,  “  of  retreating  too 
precipitately,  arrived  but  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  later,  it  could  not  pof- 
fibly  have  entered  the  Ifle  of  Leon. 
But  this  was  the  patriotifm  of  the 
junta  of  Cadiz  ;  the  enemy  was  at 
the  gates,  and  they  threw  out  a  de¬ 
fiance  to  the  general  and  the  army 
who  protected  them.”  After  this 
open  and  deliberate  infult  on  the 
part  of  the  junta,  Albuquerque 
conceived  that  he  could  not,  con- 
fiftently  with  his  own  honour,  re¬ 
main  in  the  command.  In  fpite  of 
the  intreaties  of  the  regency,  he 
refigned,  and  fhortly  after  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  England  as  ambaffador. 

An  attempt  appears  to  have 
been  made  about  this  time,  by  the 
Britifh  government,  to  effect  the 
liberation  of  Ferdinand  from  his 
prifon  at  Valen^ay.  Our  whole 
knowledge  of  the  affair  is  derived 
from  a  ftatement  in  the  French  pa¬ 
pers.  By  this,  Ferdinand  is  repre¬ 
sented  as  one  morning 
fending  for  M.  Berthe- 
my,  the  French  officer  who  fuper- 
intended  his  confinement,  to  in¬ 
form  him  that  an  Englifh  emiffary 
had  introduced  himfelf  into  the 
palace.  ((  The  Englifh,”  faid  he, 
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**  have  done  much  injury  to  the 
Spanifli  nation  ;  they  continue  to 
caufe  blood  to  be  fhed  in  my  name. 
The  Englifh  minifters  themfelves, 
deceived  by  the  falfe  notion  that  I 
am  detained  here  by  force,  have 
propofed  to  me  means  of  efcape. 
They  have  fent  to  me  an  indivi¬ 
dual,  who,  under  the  pretext  of 
felling  me  fome  objeds  of  art,  en¬ 
gage  to  deliver  me  a  meffage  from 
the  king  of  England.’'  The  per- 
fon  in  queftion  was  immediately 
arrefted,  and  interrogated.  He 
defcribed  himfelf  as  an  Irifhman, 
of  the  name  of  Charles  Leopold, 
Baron  of  Kolli.  He  faid  that  he 
had  firfb  propofed  the  attempt  to 
the  Duke  of  Kent,  and  afterwards 
arranged  the  manner  of  it  with 
Lord  Wellefley,  who  furnifhed  him 
with  letters  of  credence  to  Prince 
Ferdinand,  and  with  the  forged 
palfports  feals  and  fignatures  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  facilitating  his  jour¬ 
ney  to  Valency.  Diamonds,  to 
the  amount  of  200,000  francs, 
were  fecreted  about  his  perfon, 
and  he  had  moreover  an  unlimited 
credit  upon  a  banking  houfe  in 
London.  A  fquadron  was  alfo 
placed  at  his  difpofal,  and  awaited 
his  return  off  Quiberon.  He  had 
been  landed  in  that  bay  on  the 
night  of  the  9th  of  March,  and 
reached  Valen^ay  in  fafety  on  the 
5th  of  the  following  month.  He 
had  communicated,  he  faid,  only 
with  Don  Antonio  and  the  intend- 
ant  Amezaga ;  Prince  Ferdinand 
having  refufed  to  fee  him.  His 
objeft  had  been  to  convey  the 
Prince  to  the  coaft,  embark 
him  on  board  the  fquadron,  and 
then  to  take  him  whitherfoever  he 
might  choofe.  There  does  not 
appear  any  grounds  to  fufpeft  this 
account  of  material  falfification  by 
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the  French  government.  It  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  Ferdinand  might  fuf- 
peft  the  propofal  to  be  a  fnare  laid 
for  him  by  Buonaparte,  or  he 
might  think  its  fu'ccefs  impoffible, 
and  that  the  fafefl  courfe  would  be 
to  make  a  merit  of  difcovering  it 
to  his  keeper.  In  a  letter,  how¬ 
ever,  which  he  addreffed  a  day  or 
two  after  to  the  governor,  M. 
Berthemy,  he  dates  that  Amezaga 
had  firft  informed  the  governor  of 
Kolli's  propofals,  before  he  com¬ 
municated  them  to  him  ;  he  is 
made  to  affirm  that  his  honour,  his 
repofe,  and  the  good  opinion  due 
to  his  principles,  would  all  have 
been  endangered,  had  not  Ame¬ 
zaga  (hewn  himfelf  in  this  perilous 
circumftance  equally  faithful  to 
the  emperor  and  to  him,  and  he 
repeats  that  he  is  anxious  again  to 
manifeft  his  fentiments  of  invio¬ 
lable  fidelity  towards  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  and  the  horror  which 
he  felt  at  this  infernal  projeH,  of 
which  he  wifhed  the  authors  and 
the  abettors  to  meet  with  the  pu- 
nifhment  which  they  merited.'* 
It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  Fer¬ 
dinand  could  have  expreffed  him- 
felf  thus,  even  for  a  political  pur- 
pofe ;  our  incredulity,  however, 
would  be  muchfhaken,  if  a  letter, 
which  he  was  faid  to  have  written 
a  day  or  two  before  this  affair,  and 
which  was  published  at  the  fame 
time  with  the  other  papers,  be 
really  authentic.  This  alfo  is  ad- 
dreffed  to  M.  Berthemy.  “  That 
which  at  prefent  occupies  my  at¬ 
tention,"  fays  he,  “  is  to  me  an 
objed  of  the  greateft  intereft.  My 
firft  wifh  is  to  become  an  adopted 
fon  of  his  majefty  the  emperor, 
our  auguft  fovereign.  I  conceive 
myfelf  to  be  worthy  of  this  adop¬ 
tion,  which  would  truly  conftifcute 
[M3]  •  the 
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the  happinefs  of  my  life,  as  well 
from  my  perfect  love  and  attach, 
ment  to  the  facred  perfon  of  his 
majefty,  as  by  my  fubmiffion  and 
entire  obedience  to  his  intentions 
and  defires.  I  am,  moreover,  ex¬ 
tremely  anxious  to  leave  Valen^ay, 
becaufe  this  refidence,  which  has 
nothing  about  it  but  what  is  un- 
pleafant  to  us,  is  not  in  any  refpedl 
fuitable  to  us.  I  feel  a  pleafure 
in  confiding  in  that  magnanimity  of 
conduft  and  generous  beneficence, 
which  diftinguilh  his  majefty,  and 
in  believing  that  my  moft  ardent 
wilhes  will  befoon  accomplifhed,” 
Soon  after  the  publication  of  this 
affair,  Mr.  Whitbread  put  fome 
.  -  queftions  to  minifters  re- 
fpe&ing  it,  but  Mr.  Per¬ 
ceval  declined  giving  any  anfwer. 

Nothing  of  material  importance, 
in  a  military  point  of  view,  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cadiz,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  The  nature  of  the  place  ne- 
ceflfarily  reduced  the  enemy  to 
confine  his  operations  to  a  mere 
blockade ;  a  fire  of  fhells  was  oc¬ 
casionally  exchanged  on  both  fides, 
and  generally  without  much  da¬ 
mage  to  either ;  in  one  inftance, 
however,  a  fhell  thrown  from  one 
of  the  (hips  killed  the  French  Ge¬ 
neral  Sernamont,  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  artillery ;  with  two 
other  officers  of  diftin&ion.  About 
the  middle  of  May,  a  confiderable 
number  of  the  French  prifoners 
confined  on  board  the  hulks  in 
Cadiz  harbour,  fqcceeded  in  effedU 
ing  tfieir,  efcape.  On  the  16th, 
the  prifoners  cn  board  the  Caftille 
overpowered  their  guards,  cut 
their  cables,  and  taking  adyantage 
of  a.  ftiff  gale  from  the  fouth-weft, 
made  for  the  fhore,  with  the  fails 
formed  of  hammocks,  and  blankets. 


and  ran  aground  on  the  Trocadero. 
The  French  commander,  Vidor, 
who  had  been  previoufiy  advifed 
of  the  intended  attempt,  made 
every  exertion  to  affift  its  execu¬ 
tion,  and  notwithftanding  a  very 
heavy  fire  from  the  Englifh  (hip¬ 
ping,  and  the  Spanifh  batteries, 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  of 
the  prifoners  fucceeded  in  leaving 
the  hulk,  and  getting  to  land  in 
fafety.  On  the  26th  a  fimilar  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  by  the  prifoners 
on  board  the  Argonaut ;  this  hulk 
alfo  ran  aground,  and  the  French 
immediately  pufhed  out  their  boats 
to  bring  off  the  prifoners,  which 
are  faid  to  have  confifted  chiefly  of 
fick  and  wounded ;  the  fea,  how, 
ever,  ran  very  high,  and  a  heavy 
fire  of  fhells  and  round  and  grape 
fhot  was  kept  up  from  our  fquadron 
and  batteries;  the  enemy's  exer¬ 
tions  were  confequently  attended 
with  much  lofs,  and  before  above 
half  the  prifoners  could  be  got  off 
the  veflel  was  fet  on  fire,  and  the 
remainder  perifhed  in  the  flames. 

On  the  1  i  th  of  O&ober  an  ex, 
pedition,  confiding  of  370  Britifh 
and  470  Germans  (deferters),  to, 
gether  with  about  700  Spaniards 
of  the  regiment  of  Toledo,  failed 
from  Gibraltar,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lord  Blayney,  to  attack 
the  caflle  of  Firangerolla,  near 
Malaga.  The  objeft  in  view  feems 
to  have  been  to  fecure  a  point  of 
communication  with  the  Guerillas 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains, 
and  fubfequently  combining  an  at¬ 
tempt  for  the  recovery  of  Malaga 
itfelf.  The  attack  would  appear 
to  have  been  conduced  very  unfkil- 
fully  ;  the  troops  were  landed  in 
the  Calle  de  Mora,  and  had  thus 
to  make  a  march  of  twelve  miles, 
by  an  alrnoft  impra&icable  road, 

before 
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before  they  could  reach  Firange- 
rolla.  The  caftle  was  found  to  be 
garrifoned  fo  much  more  ftrongly 
than  had  been  apprehended,  that 
an  attempt  by  efcalade  was  not 
deemed  advifeable.  A  fire  was 
then  opened  from  our  gun-boats, 
but  without  effect,  from  the  uncom  ¬ 
mon  thicknefs  of  the  walls  of  the 
fort.  Three  field  pieces  were  alfo 
landed,  and  brought  to  bear  on  the 
caftle.  About  four  and  twenty 
hours  were  confumed  in  thefe  ope¬ 
rations,  and  time  was  thus  given 
for  the  arrival  of  General  Sebafti- 
ani  from  Malaga,  to  the  relief  of 
the  place.  A  body  of  about  500 
men  and  100  cavalry,  were  feen 
approaching  by  the  road  from  Mi- 
jas  ;  Lord  Blayney,  it  feerns,  mif- 
took  this  force  for  Spaniards,  not- 
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withftanding  that  the  German  de~ 
ferters  allured  him  they  were 
French,  and  advancing  to  meet 
them  he  was  almoft  immediately 
made  prifoner,  with  feveral  offt, 
cers.  At  the  fame  time  the  gar- 
rifon  had  made  a  fortie  in  front, 
and  the  troops,  difheartened  by  the 
raifhap,  fled  in  diforder  to  the 
Hi  ore.  Lieutenant-colonel  Grant, 
with  the  flank  companies  of  the 
eighty-feeond  regiment,  fucceeded 
in  checking  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  until  the  greater  portion 
of  our  force  had  embarked.  Our 
lofs  in  the  affair  confiftedof  about 
thirty  killed  and  wounded,  and 
180  prifoners,  of  whom  1 15  were 
foreign  deferters.  The  three  field- 
pieces  that  had  been  landed  alfo 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy* 
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N  no  province  of  the  peninfula 
did  the  fpirit  of  refinance  to 
the  French  difplay  itfelf  under  cir- 
cumftancesfo  unfavourable  as  in  Ca¬ 
talonia  ;  and  no  where  did  it  arturne 
a  character  of  more  aident  or  more 
determined  perfeverance.  Situated 
immediately  upon  the  French  fron¬ 
tier,  and  altogether  unfupported  by 
any  affiftance,  either  from  their 
own  government  or  from  England, 
the  Catalonians  it  might  have  been 
expected  would  neceflarily  have 
been  among  the  firft  to  appeafe,  by 
their  fubmiffion,  the  hoftility  of 
that  inroad  unto  which  they  were 
fo  prominently  expofed.  But,  at  a 
time  when  the  mere  prefence  of  a 
few  French  divifions  feemed  to 
infure  the  tranquil  fubje&ion  of 
the  Caftiles  and  Andalufias,  the 
Catalans,  in  the  third  year  of 
the  war,  were  feen  contending  in 
the  open  field  for  the  liberation  of 
their  province,  with  the  fame  de- 
fperate  and  unabated  valour  which 
had  chara&erifed  their  exertions 
from  the  firft  breaking  out  of  the 
infurrediion.  We  have,  in  our  laft 
volume,  related  with  fome  minute- 
nefs  the  circumftances  which  at¬ 
tended  the  heroic  and  ever  memo¬ 
rable  defence  of  Gerona.  When 
the  enemy  had  at  length  effe&ed 
the  reduction  of  that  town,  he 
feems  to  have  indulged  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  being  fpeedily  able  to 
complete  the  fubjugation  of  the 
reft  of  the  province.  A  feries  of 
adtions  took  place  between  Auge- 
reau  and  the  Spanifh  levies  under 
Blake,  on  the  21ft  of  January  and 
the  five  days  following,  in  which 
the  French  general  afcribes  to  him- 
felf  all  the  advantage.  The  heights 
in  which  the  infurgents  had  ven¬ 
tured  to  make  a  ftand,  were  cover¬ 
ed  with  their  dead ;  a  great  num¬ 


ber  of  the  peafants  taken  in  arms 
were  hung  upon  the  trees  along  the 
roads ;  the  Ampurdam  was  com¬ 
pletely  reduced,  and  the  French 
communications  rendered  fecure. 

Soon  after  an  Italian  corps,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  General  Maz- 
zacehelli,  inverted  the  little  town 
of  Hoftalrich,  fituated  about  fe- 
ven  leagues  from  Gerona,  on  the 
read  to  Barcelona.  On  the  9th  of 
January  the  enemy  got  pofleflion 
of  the  town,  the  works  of  which 
were  not  of  a  nature  to  admit  of  a 
more  eftedlual defence.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  took  re¬ 
fuge  in  the  caftle,  to  which  the 
French  laid  ftege  on  the  18th.  On 
the  20th,  an  important  outwork 
was  carried,  and  Augereau  took 
occafion  to  invite  the  commander, 
Julian  de  Eftrada,  to  furrender, 
ftating  that,  in  that  cafe,  the  gar- 
rifon  fhould  be  allowed  to  march 
out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and 
be  fent  as  prifoncrs  of  war  to 
France  ;  and  they  were  told  that, 
if  they  refufed  thefe  terms,  they 
muft  expe<ft  nothing  lefs  than  capi¬ 
tal  punifhment,  as  rebels  to  their 
lawful  fovereign  king  Jofeph.  Two 
hours  only  was  given  them  for  de¬ 
liberation.  The  governor  gave  for 
anfwer,  that  he  had  no  other  fove¬ 
reign  than  Ferdinand  VII. 

The  relief  of  Hoftalrich  was 
probably  among  the  principal  ob- 
jefts  which  O’Donnel  propofed  to 
himfelf,  in  the  attack  which  he 
ventured  upon  the  French,  under 
Souham,  in  the  plains  of  Vich. 
The  Spanifh  general  had  collected 
at  Moya  the  whole  of  his  difpofe- 
able  force,  to  the  amount,  as  is 
affirmed  by  the  enemy,  of  12,000 
troops  of  the  line,  with  1200  ca¬ 
valry,  together  with  feveral  thou- 
fands  of  armed  peafants,  or  mique- 
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lets.  At  feven  m  the  morning  of 
the  20th  of  February,  the  Spanifh 
force  entered  the  plain  in  three  co¬ 
lumns.  The  firft,  together  with 
all  the  cavalry,  marched  by  Tona, 
and  drew  up  in  front  of  that  place; 
the  fecond  was  polled  to  the  left  of 
the  firft,  and  the  third  advanced 
by  way  of  Salfora,  and  took  a  po- 
fition  in  the  hills  that  bound  the 
plain  to  the  weftward.  The  mi- 
quelets,  under  Rovira,  occupied 
the  heights ;  a  body  of  them  was 
ordered  to  co-operate  in  the  attack 
upon  Gurp,  where  a  battalion  of 
French  infantry  was  polled.  Sou- 
ham,  expedling  the  attack,  con¬ 
centrated  his  whole  divilion  above 
Vich.  The  Spaniards  began  by  an 
impetuous  attack  on  Gurp,  which 
was  immediately  evacuated  by  the 
French.  They  then  commenced  a 
fire  of  mufquetry  along  the  whole 
line.  A  body  of  picked  troops, 
including  two  Swifs  regiments, 
advanced  boldly  upon  the  French 
front,  while  it  was  attempted,  by 
a  movement  of  cavalry,  to  outflank 
their  left.  In  this,  however,  the 
Spaniards  were  repulfed  with  fome 
lofs.  O’Donnel  then  brought  up 
his  referve,  and  made  an  effort  to 
break  through  the  enemy’s  centre  ; 
finding,  after  repeated  attempts, 
that  the  French  ftill  kept  their 
ground,  he  changed  the  difpofition 
of  his  attack,  and  attempted,  by 
an  extenfion  of  his  line,  to  turn 
both  flanks  of  the  enemy  at  once. 
In  this  alfo  he  was  fruftrated.  A 
column  of  infantry  which  he  caufed 
to  advance  upon  the  French  right 
was  thrown  into  diforder,  and 
cut  off  by  a  fudden  charge  of  dra¬ 
goons,  and  a  thoufand  men,  chiefly 
Swifs,  were  compelled  to  lay  down 
their  arms.  The  confufton  then 
became  general  in  the  Spanifh  line. 


O’Donnel  withdrew  towards  the 
mountains,  leaving,  according  to 
the  French  account,  his  whole 
baggage  and  waggon  train,  with 
3250  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  having  fuffered  a  lofs 
of  not  lefs  than  3500  men  in 
killed  and  wounded.  Thefe  num¬ 
bers  are  unqueftionably  much  ex¬ 
aggerated,  but  there  feems  no  rea- 
fon  to  doubt  but  that  O’Donnel’s 
failure  was  complete,  and  from  the 
nature  of  his  attacks  his  lofs  mu  ft 
have  been  confiderable.  The 
French  ftated  their  own,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  as  not  exceeding 
400.  An  attempt  had  been  made, 
at  the  fame  time,  by  a  body  of 
armed  peafantry,  to  raife  the  fiege 
of  the  caftle  of  Hoftalrich,  but,  it 
would  feem,  without  better  luc- 
cefs. 

Marfhal  Augereau  fhortly  after 
removed  his  head-quarters  from 
Gerona  to  Vich,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fuperintending  the  operations  to  be 
commenced  in  Southern  Catalonia. 
The  fortifications  of  Gerona  had 
been  put  in  a  ftate  of  complete  re¬ 
pair,  and  a  garrifon  was  placed  in 
it  of  4000  men,  chiefly  Wirtem- 
burghers.  The  chief  objeft  of  the 
French  general’s  attention  was  now 
the  redudlion  of  the  important  for- 
treffes  of  Lerida,  Tortofa,  and 
Tarragona. 

At  the  fame  time  an  attempt 
was  made  by  Suchet,  who  com¬ 
manded  in  Arragon,  to  furprife 
Valencia.  One  French  divilion 
broke  up  from  Alcaniz,  and  after 
occupying,  without  opposition, 
Morilla  and  San  Matro,  effected  a 
rapid  march  by  Burriol  to  Mur- 
viedro.  Suchet  himfelf  proceeded, 
with  another  divifion,  to  Alven- 
tofa.  Here  he  found  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  divifion  of  Valencia, 
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which  was  pufiiing  forward  in  that 
direction,  in  order  to  obferve  the 
enemy’s  movements.  After  fome 
Ikirmilhing  the  Spaniards  yielding 
to  fuperior  numbers,  fell  back  upon 
Valencia,  together  with  the  gar- 
rifons  of  San  Mateo  and  Morelia, 
and  Suchet,  after  plundering  Se- 
goibe  in  his  way,  joined  his  other 
divifion  at  Murviedro.  His  whole 
force  amounted  to  12,000  infantry 
and  cavalry,  with  thirty  field- 
pieces.  On  the  5th  of  March,  he 
proceeded  to  Puig,  where  he  ella- 
blifhed  his  head-quarters,  and  on 
the  evening  of  the  fame  day  his 
advanced  guard  entered  one  of  the 
fuburbs  of  Valencia.  Suchet  would 
feem  to  have  relied  chiefly,  for  the 
fuccefs  of  his  enterprize,  upon  his 
intelligence  with  a  French  party 
in  the  town.  But  their  defigns 
were  happily  frufirated  by  the  ac¬ 
tivity  and  vigilance  of  Don  Jofe 
Caro,  captain-general  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  who  had  taken  every  pre¬ 
caution  both  for  the  external  de¬ 
fence  of  the  city,  and  for  the  fup- 
preflion  of  any  treafonable  attempts 
from  within.  The  fuperior  pro¬ 
vincial  junta,  confifting  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  dillrids,  was 
aflembled  at  St.  Felipe,  from 
whence  the  neceflary  fupply  and 
fuccour  might,  as  occafion  requir¬ 
ed,  be  forwarded  to  the  city.  The 
perfons  fufpeded  of  criminal  com¬ 
munication  with  the  enemy  were 
feized  ;  a  new  junta  of  military  po¬ 
lice  was  eftablifhed,  which  punilhed, 
by  confifcation  of  their  effeds,  all 
perfons  who  had  abandoned  their 
habitations  or  their  polls  upon  the 
approach  of  the  French.  The  pea- 
fants  colleded  from  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  were  organifed  and  armed,  and 
the  bell  fpirit  continued  to  animate 


the  foldiery  and  the  great  mafs  of 
the  citizens.  On  the  7th  Suchet  fent 
to  propofe  terms  of  furrender, which 
were  of  courfe  rejeded.  He  then 
waited  till  the  10th,  the  day  on 
which  it  had  been  arranged  by  his 
partifans  that  an  internal  tumult  in 
the  city  ihould  be  the  means  of 
delivering  it  into  his  hands.  The 
governor,  however,  had  effedu- 
ally  prevented  their  intentions,  and 
Suchet,  conceiving  no  hope  of  re¬ 
ducing  the  place  by  force,  and 
learning,  moreover,  that  a  general 
rifing  of  the  country  was  threaten¬ 
ed  from  behind,  retreated  precipi¬ 
tately  by  day-break  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  in  the  diredion  of 
Arragon. 

After  the  affair  at  Vich,  O’Don- 
nel  feems  to  have  taken  the  pru¬ 
dent  refolution  of  reforting  only  to 
that  defultory  mode  of  warfare  for 
which  his  troops  and  means  were 
bell  adapted,  and  which,  in  fad, 
proved  the  molt  embarrafling  and 
moll  deftrudive  to  the  invaders. 
From  Moya  he  fell  back  upon 
Terrafa,  from  thence  to  Villa- 
franca  del  Panades  and  Torreden- 
barra,  and  at  length  took  up  a  po- 
fition  under  the  walls  of  Tarra¬ 
gona,  having  effeded  his  retreat 
without  the  flighteft  lofs  or  difor- 
der.  By  thefe  movements,  how¬ 
ever,  Manrefa  and  Viilafranca 
were  left  open  to  the  enemy,  who 
immediately  occupied  them,  leav¬ 
ing  1500  men  in  the  one,  and  900 
in  the  latter,  and  continued  to 
purfue  the  retreating  Spaniards  till 
he  alfo  came  within  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Tarragona.  A 
divifion  was  polled  at  Vendrell,  ex¬ 
tending  to  Arco  de  Bara,  upon  the 
road  to  Barcelona.  This,  however, 
waswithdrawn  inafew  days  (March 
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28)  to  the  main  body  at  Coll  de  Santa 
Chriftina,  and  the  army  then  moved 
upon  Vails.  O’Donnel  obferving 
this  movement,  immediately  or- 
,  ,  deredCamp-Marlhal  Don 

ar*  3°*  Juan  de  Caro  to  proceed 
by  forced  marches  to  Villafranca. 
Caro  reached  the  place  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning.  The  French 
were  completely  furprifed  ;  of  the 
garrifon  about  250  were  killed, 
and  the  reft,  to  a  man,  made  pri- 
foners.  Caro  having  received  a 
wound  in  the  affair,  was  compelled 
to  refign  the  command  to  Briga* 
dier  Don  Gervafio  Gafca,  who  im¬ 
mediately  haftened  with  the  detach-? 
ment  to  attack  the  French  at  Man- 
refa.  The  garrifon  of  that  place 
had  already  been  reinforced  by  a 
body  of  five  or  fix  hundred  men, 
who  had,  with  fome  difficulty  and 
confiderable  lofs,  made  their  way 
to  it,  after  an  obftinate  encounter 
with  the  armed  peafantry  and  So- 
matenes.  But  Augereau,  learning 
of  thefurprife  of  Villafranca,  eafily 
anticipated  a  fimilar  attack  upon 
Manrefa,  and  he  fent  orders  to  Bar¬ 
celona  that  a  body  of  1200  men 
fhould  be  inftantly  difpatched  for 
the  reinforcement  of  the  garrifon. 
Information  of  this  movement 
reached  Gafca  in  time,  and  flop¬ 
ping  fhort  at  the  bridge  of  Cafa- 
mafanas,  in  his  way  to  Manrefa, 
he  immediately  took  meafures  to 
intercept  this  column.  He  fell  in 
with  it  near  Efparraguira,  killed 
a  above  400,  and  made  500 

Pn  **  prifoners  ;  the  reft  faved 
themfelves  by  flight  towards  Bar¬ 
celona.  The  Spanifli  detachment 
now  haftened  to  effeft  the  origi¬ 
nal  purpofe  of  its  deftination  at 
Manrefa.  It  is  not  afligned  for 
what  reafon  Major-General  the 
Marquis  Campovcrde  now  aflumed 


the  command,  which  had  been  fo 
ably  exercifed  by  Brigadier  Gafca. 
The  continued  forced  marches 
which  the  troops  had  undergone, 
compelled  them  to  defer  the  at¬ 
tack  of  that  place  until  the  morn¬ 
ing  following  the  day  of  their  ar¬ 
rival  before  it.  The  enemy  pro¬ 
fited  by  this  neceffary  delay  to 
evacuate  the  place  during  the  night, 
and  retreated  with  all  fpeed  to¬ 
wards  Barcelona,  by  the  road  of 
Coll  de  David  and  Barata.  Upon 
difcovering  this,  Campoverde  im¬ 
mediately  purfued,  and  Ihortly 
came  up  with  the  fugitives.  The 
enemy,  whofe  numbers  were  about 
1300,  commanded  by  General 
Schwarz,  made  an  obftinate  refift- 
ance.  In  the  refult.  however,  he 
was  completely  defeated,  with  the 
lofs  of  above  500  killed  and  300 
prifoners ;  the  remainder  fled  in 
the  greateft  difordcr,  without  arms 
or  knapfacks,  to  Barcelona.  Ge¬ 
neral  Schwarz  received  two  wounds 
in  the  affair,  and  owed  his  life  only 
to  the  fwiftnefs  of  his  horfe. 

After  thefe  fucceffes,  O’Donnel 
entertained  the  hope  of  being  able 
to  raife  the  fiege  of  Hoftairich, 
and  accordingly  put  his  troops  in 
motion  with  that  intention ;  but  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy  marched 
rapidly  back  from  Reus,  which  they 
had  juft  occupied  in  the  direction  of 
Barcelona  ;  Campoverde’s 
divifion  was  then  obliged 
to  retreat,  and  the  plan  was  dif- 
concerted.  O’Donnel  then  took  up 
a  pofition  at  Vendrell,  between 
Villafranca  and  Tarragona.  In 
the  meanwhile  the  enemy  continu¬ 
ed  to  ftraiten  the  blockade  of  the 
caftle  of  Hoftairich,  the  fituation 
of  which,  upon  a  ftcep  and  craggy 
rock,  did  not  ultimately  admit  of 
any  other  means  of  reduction.  The 

bom-? 


April  7^ 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


188] 

bombardment  had  been  continued 
sill  every  building  within  the  works 
was  deftroyed,  with  the  exception 
of  a  fingle  cafemate,  and  the  gar- 
irfon  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
lick  and  wounded  were  lodged  in 
•j-yr  mines  under  ground.  Af¬ 

ar,  23.  ter  tfje  |3atj;}e  of  Vich? 

V'erdier,  the  French  commander, 
had  repeated  to  the  garrifon  the 
terms  which  had  been  before  re- 
Fifed.  *<Ho^taIrichJ,,  he  obferv- 
ed,  48  was  a  fort  of  no  other 
life  than  as  it  interrupted  the 
communication  between  Gerona 
and  Barcelona,  and  this  the  go¬ 
vernor  might  perceive  that  it  no 
longer  effected  ;  the  enemy  hav¬ 
ing  made  a  new  road,  and  commu¬ 
nicating  freely  with  that  city. 
The  objed  therefore  for  defending 
it  do  longer  exifted  ;  and  a  pro- 
t  rafted  refinance,  inftead  of  adding 
to  his  glory,  would  be  called  a 
vain  obftinacy,  draw  from  him  the 
reproaches  of  pofterity,  and  make 
him  refponfible  for  the  blood  which 
Ihould  be  feed.*'*  Eftrada,  in  re¬ 
ply,  contented  himfelf  with  ad- 
vifing  the  enemy's  general  to  ab- 
§.zm  for  the  future  from  all  propo¬ 
fols  of  that  nature,  the  only  ef- 
feft  of  which  was  to  inflame  more 
and  more  the  ardour  of  the  be- 
fieged  in  the  defence  of  their  juft 
caufe,  though  circumftances  had 
left  the  fortrefs  to  ftand  alone  in 
the  middle  of  all  their  enemies. 
The  French  were  fo  enraged  by 
this  refufal,  that  next  morning 
they  recommenced  their  fire  with 
more  than  ufoal  fury,  and  in  the 
cowfe  of  the  day  threw  in  260 
Abells  of  fourteen  inches  in  dia¬ 
meter. 

All  hope  of  fuccour  at  length 
became  defperate,  indeed  any  fup- 
piy  that  couki  have  been  thrown 


in  would  have  been  ufelefs,  as  the 
bombardment  had  finally  deftroyed 
the  cifterns;  and  the  governor, 
feeing  the  impoflibility  of  attempt¬ 
ing  any  further  defence,  refolved 
to  follow  the  bold  example  which 
had  been  fet  by  O’Donnel  at  Ge¬ 
rona,  and  cut  his  way,  at  the 
head  of  the  garrifon,  through  the 
lines  of  the  enemy.  O’Donnel, 
who  had  intelligence  of  his  pur- 
pofe,  in  order  to  favour  its  execu¬ 
tion,  endeavoured  to  divert  the 
enemy’s  attention,  by  moving  de¬ 
tachments  in  the  direction  of  Or- 
favina  and  Breda;  fome  fhipping 
alfo  was  fent  to  Arens  de  Mar,  as 
if  to  receive  the  fugitives.  In 
the  meanwhile  Augereau,  who  had 
lately  arrived  in  the  befleging 
camp,  fent  in  a  laft  fummons  to  .the 
fortrefs,  in  which  he  offered  the 
garrifon  the  fame  terms  that  had 
been  granted  to  Gerona,  threaten¬ 
ing  that,  unlefs  they  acceded  in 
two  hours,  the  whole  ftiould  be 
put  to  the  fv/ord.  The  propofai 
was  laid  before  the  officers,  and 
unanimoufly  rejected  by  them. 
Meafures  were  then  taken  for  im¬ 
mediately  putting  into  execution 
the  determination  above  alluded 
to.  The  French  feemed  to  have 
expefted  fome  attempt  of  the  kind, 
and  accordingly  reinforced  their 
fort  at  Tordera,  on  the  right,  fup- 
pofing,  which  was  alfo  the  perfua- 
fion  of  the  garrifon,  that  the  ob¬ 
ject  would  be  to  gain  the  fhipping 
at  Arens  de  Marr.  The  ftory  of 
what  followed  is  thus  given  in  the 
French  difpatch.  The  garrifon 
are  faid  to  have  come  out  of  the 
fort  on  the  night  of  the  12th,  un¬ 
der  the  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  and 
in  the  moll  profound  filence.  The 
advanced  guard  attacked  the  French 
centinelsj  one  of  whom  was  bayo¬ 
net  ted. 
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netted,  but  the  other  difcharged 
his  piece,  and  gave  the  alarm.  In  a 
moment  the  troops  were  under 
arms,  and  purfued  the  Spaniards 
with  fuch  celerity,  that  the  whole 
garrifon  were  either  killed  or  taken 
prifoners.  From  the  Spanilh  ac¬ 
counts  it  appears  that  on  the  night 
of  the  attempt  it  was  broad  moon¬ 
light.  At  ten  o’clock  the  garri¬ 
fon  defeended  the  glacis  towards 
the  high  road  of  St.  Celoni,  and 
made  for  the  heights  of  Mafanas. 
By  this  time  the  alarm  was  given 
by  the  enemy’s  piquets ;  but  the 
garrifon  haftened  on  without  inter¬ 
ruption,  in  the  direction  of  St. 
Felice  de  Buxaleu,  till  about  a 
league  from  Hoftalrich  they  fell  in 
with  a  French  encampment,  which 
they  routed,  but  were  immediately 
attacked  by  a  body  of  2000 
French,  who  had  been  polled  near 
on  the  road  to  Arbucias,  and  to 
whom  this  affair  had  given  the 
alarm.  Thefe,  however,  the  gar¬ 
rifon  received  fo  warmly,  that 
they  were  fain  to  defift  from  any 
further  purfuit.  One  divifion  un¬ 
fortunately  loft  its  way,  and  fall¬ 
ing  in  with  the  enemy,  was  in 
great  meafure  cut  up,  or  made  pri¬ 
foners.  Among  the  laft  was  the 
brave  commander,  Julian  de  Eftra- 
da.  Of  the  other,  about  800  fuc- 
ceeded  in  reaching  Vich.  An  of¬ 
ficer,  of  the  name  of  Mellado,  had 
been  left  behind  in  the  fortrefs, 
with  the  lick  and  wounded,  and 
the  next  day  it  was  delivered  up, 
after  a  liege  of  four  months,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  nearly  four 
thoufand  fhells  had  been  thrown 
into  the  place.  The  French  Hate 
that  they  found  forty- two  large 
cannon  in  the  fort,  with  fome  am¬ 
munition,  but  hardly  any  provi- 
fions.  The  fick  and  wounded 


were  ordered  to  be  removed  to 
Gerona. 

Nearly  on  the  fame  day  with 
the  fall  of  Hoftalrich,  the  French 
fucceeded,  by  a  coup  de 
mainy  in  making  them- 
felves  mailers  of  the  fmall  illands 
and  fort  of  Las  Medas,  which  are 
fituate  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tor, 
on  the  coaft  of  Catalonia,  and  from 
their  fituation  are  of  fome  import¬ 
ance  for  the  protection  of  the  coaft- 
ing  trade.  A  fmall  party  (accord¬ 
ing  to  the  French  account,  of  fe- 
ven  men  and  two  officers  only)  of 
Neapolitan  light  infantry  palled 
over  to  the  illand,  and  the  Spanilh 
officer  in  the  fort  is  reprefented  as 
fo  confounded  by  their  bravery, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  inaccef- 
fible  nature  of  his  fort,  he  imme¬ 
diately  alked  leave  to  capitulate. 
But  it  is  clear,  from  the  very  na¬ 
ture  of  the  attempt,  that  the  enemy 
mult  have  been  encouraged  to  it 
by  a  previous  intelligence  with  the 
commander. 

About  this  time  Buonaparte  re¬ 
called  Augereau  from  the  command 
in  Catalonia,  and  fent  the  Duke  of 
Tarentum,  Macdonald,  as  his  fuc- 
ceffor.  Suchet  in  the  meanwhile 
had  clofely  in  veiled  the  important 
place  of  Leria,  and  the  fiege  was 
pnfhed  with  fuch  vigour,  that 
O’Donnel  refolved  to  make  an  ef¬ 
fort  for  its  relief.  On  the  23d  of 
April  the  Spanilh  army  attacked 
the  French  lines,  at  the  fame  time 
that  a  fortie  was  made  by  the  gar¬ 
rifon.  Both  attacks,  however, 
were  effectually  repelled  ;  and,  by 
the  enemy’s  narrative,  on  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  which,  of  courfe,  no  de¬ 
pendence  can  be  placed,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  were  broken,  driven  from 
the  field,  and  purfued  for  five 
leagues,  leaving  the  ground  cover- 
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ed  with  their  dead,  and  5614  pri- 
fonefs,  with  three  cannon,  6  or 
7000  firelocks,  and  nearly  500,000 
cartouches,  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

This  fuccefs  enabled  the  enemy 
to  purfue  the  liege  without  moleft- 
tation.  On  the  7th  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  May,  a  fire  was  opened  from 
two  batteries  againft  the  town,  and 
three  againft  the  caftle.  On  the 
12th,  feven  batteries  played  from 
feven  in  the  morning  till  eight  at 
night ;  and  on  the  fame  day  two 
redoubts,  upon  a  flat  height  call¬ 
ed  the  Garden,  and  a  hornwork  in 
front  of  the  town,  were  carried 
by  affault.  From  one  of  the  re¬ 
doubts  a  few  of  the  defenders 
efcaped ;  thofe  of  the  other  were 
driven  into  the  interior  angle,  and 
maffacred  without  quarter.  On 
the  following  day,  at  feven  in  the 
evening,  the  town  was  flormed. 
The  affault  was  given  by  three 
breaches  in  one  of  the  baftions ; 
they  were  feverally  carried,  and 
fame  defperate  fighting  then  took 
place  in  the  ftreets,  when  the 
greater  part  of  the  population,  in- 
cduding  women  and  children,  took 
refuge  in  the  caftle,  crouding  every 
houfe  and  court,  and  even  the 
ditches.  During  the  night  a  dif- 
charge  of  fhells  was  kept  up  with¬ 
out  intermiffion  on  the  caftle,  next 
morning  it  capitulated,  and  the 
garrifon,  under  Don  Garcia  Conde, 
marched  out  and  laid  down  their 
arms,  the  Governor  Gonzales  be¬ 
ing  indifpofed.  The  French  relate 
their  lofs  at  200  killed  and  500 
wounded,  that  of  the  Spaniards 
generally  at  1200.  The  number 
of  prifoners  is  made  to  amount  to 
8000,  and  100  pieces  of  cannon 
mounted,  1,500,000  cartridges, 
200,000  pounds  of  powder,  and 


10,000  firelocks,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  gover¬ 
nor  was  feverely  ftigmatized  by 
O’Donnel  for  his  precipitate  fur* 
render  of  the  caftle  ;  the  works  of 
that  fortrefs  were  yet  entire,  and 
might,  if  defended  with  courage, 
have  long  continued  to  occupy  the 
enemy. 

Upon  the  fall  of  Lerida  ,  Suchet 
almoft  immediately  commenced 
operations  againft  Mequinenza. 
This  fortrefs  is  fituated  on  a 
craggy  height,  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Ebro  and  Segra.  The  for¬ 
tifications  were  old  and  imperfect* 
a  defeat  in  fome  meafure  compen- 
fated  by  the  ftrength  of  the  pofu 
tion.  The  inveftment  was  began 
on  the  20th  of  May,  and  com¬ 
pleted  on  the  25th.  The  country 
around  is  defert  and  rugged,  and 
the  French  found  it  neceffary  to 
make  a  road  acrofs  the  mountains 
for  their  cannon,  upon  the  arrival 
of  which  the  trenches  were  opened 
againft  the  city  and  the  fort  at 
the  fame  time.  On  the  4th  of 
June,  at  night,  the  city  was  car¬ 
ried  by  efcalade.  Next  night  new 
trenches  were  brought  to  within 
fifty  fathom  of  the  glacis  of  the 
fort.  A  very  hot  fire  was  then 
opened  upon  the  caftle,  which  at 
length  reduced  the  Spanifh  works 
to  little  better  than  a  heap  of 
ruins.  At  ten  o’clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th,  the  Spanifh 
governor,  Don  Manual  Carbon 
was  compelled  to  make  fignal  of 
furrender  by  hoifting  the  white 
flag.  Suchet  ftates,  that  he  in¬ 
filled  that  the  garrifon  fhould  fur- 
render  at  difcretion,  as  a  punifh- 
ment  for  the  infolence  with  which 
one  of  his  aide-de  camps  had  been 
treated  after  the  fall  of  Lerida, 
'where  he  was  turned  back  from 
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the  place,  without  being  allowed 
even  to  {fate  any  propofition  ;  and 
that  it  was  only  after  he  had  en¬ 
tered  the  place  that  he  admitted 
them  as  prifoners  of  war.  Their 
number  was  1400,  and  among 
them,  it  is  faid,  was  the  regiment 
of  Arragonefe,  which  had  been 
raifed  by  General  Doyle  at  his 
own  expence,  and  clothed  in  the 
Englifti  uniform.  The  capture  of 
this  fortrefs  was  important  to  the 
French,  as  it  commanded  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  Ebro. 

Tortofa  was  the  next  objed  of 
the  enemy’s  attack.  The  French 
force  in  Arragon,  under  Suchet, 
amounted  to  16,000  foot,  and  1600 
cavalry.  That  under  Macdonald, 
in  Catalonia,  confifted  of  nearly 
the  fame  numbers,  and  both  were 
in  communication.  Tortofa  is  a 
confiderable  city  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Ebro,  lituated  at  a  few 
leagues  diftance  from  the  fea.  The 
fortifications  were  for  the  molt 
part  regular,  and  in  good  prefer- 
vation ;  and  the  governor,  Don 
Miguel  Leli,  Count  of  Alacha, 
was  a  man  of  approved  courage 
and  patriotifm.  As  foon  as  Suchet 
had  effeded  the  redudion  of  Me- 
quininza,  he  took  up  a  pofition  on 
both  banks  of  the  Ebro,  within 
gunfhot  of  the  place ;  his  main 
force  being  polled  on  the  Catalo¬ 
nian  fide,  and  in  the  environs  of 
Tebifa,  for  the  purpofe  of  cover¬ 
ing  the  tranfport  of  their  artillery 
and  provifions,  and  to  keep  in 
check  a  Spanilh  divifion  of  4000 
infantry  and  200  cavalry,  which 
O’Donnel  had  placed  as  a  corps  of 
obfervation  in  the  town  of  Falfat. 
On  the  nth  of  July  this  body, 
under  Brigadier-General  Navarro, 
attacked  the  French  in  Tebifa, 
defeated  them  with  fome  luff,  and 


purfued  them  to  the  Ebro.  Two 
days  after  the  enemy  returned  the 
attack  with  very  fuperior  force, 
and  the  Spaniards,  after  a  gallant 
refinance,  were  compelled  to  fall 
back  to  the  pofition  of  Pradix. 
Next  morning  the  Spaniards  were 
reinforced  by  the  remainder  of 
Campoverde’s  corps,  and  on  the 
1 5th  they  again  attacked  the 
French  near  Tebifa,  and  again  put 
them  to  rout,  with  a  confiderable 
lofs  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pri¬ 
foners,  and  the  enemy  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  recall  a  large  portion  of 
their  force  from  the  other  bank  of 
the  Ebro.  Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances  no  operations  could  as  yet 
be  commenced  again!!  the  town. 
All  the  armed  force  of  the  feveral 
diftrids  of  Lerida,  Tortofa,  and 
Tarragona  had  rifen,  and  were 
perpetually  harafiing  the  French 
communication  and  outpolis.  In 
the  town  of  Olot  a  handful  of 
peafants  had  organized  themfelves, 
and  were  able,  by  their  inroads,  to 
keep  the  whole  country  in  alarm 
as  far  as  Gerona  ;  and  on  the  line 
of  the  Llobregat  Ikirmilhes  were 
daily  taking  place  to  the  difad- 
vantage  and  lofs  of  the  enemy. 

A  moll  (hiking  illullration  of 
the  precarious  and  uneafy  pofition 
of  the  French  in  the  province  is 
afforded  by  the  fad,  that  they 
were  frequently  compelled  to  bring 
out  and  array  their  whole  army 
for  the  effort  of  a  convoy.  The 
garrifon  of  Barcelona,  from  the  in¬ 
terruption  of  all  communications, 
were  in  a  fituation  refembling  that 
of  troops  in  a  town,  under  ftrid 
blockade,  and  it  was  neceffary  to 
put  in  motion  the  military  force 
of  the  province  in  order  to  fecure 
the  introduction  of  the  fupplies. 
O’Donnel  undemanding  that -Mar- 
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(hal  Macdonald  had  marched  with 
his  main  body,  confiftingof  12,000 
infantry,  and  900  horfe,  in  order 
to  proted  the  entrance  of  a  con- 
fiderable  convoy  in  that  place, 
ordered  Don  Manuel  Branzo,  with 
two  divifions  of  foot,  about  6500 
iirong,  700  cavalry,  and  2500 
armed  peafants,  to  advance  upon 
the  enemy’s  line  of  march,  near 
Granollers,  expecting  that  the  ne- 
ceflity  which  he  would  be  under 
of  dividing  his  force  for  the  pro- 
tedion  of  his  convoy,  would  af¬ 
ford  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
attack.  An  engagement  took 
y  ,  R  place  near  Granollers, 
Ju  y  1  •  Macdonald  attacking, 
with  all  his  cavalry,  and  8000  in¬ 
fantry,  and  leaving  the  remaining 
4000  to  accompany  the  convoy. 
The  Spaniards  fought  with  great 
gallantry,  and  remained  mafters  of 
the  field ;  but  the  armed  peafantry, 
who  had  received  orders  to  fall 
upon  the  rear  of  it,  during  the 
heat  of  the  a£tion,  forgot  their  in- 
Itrudions,  and  the  enemy  fucceeded 
in  getting  within  the  walls  of 
the  city. 

O’Donnel  foon  after  proceeded 
in  perfon  to  Tortofa,  the  commu- 
^  nications  with  which  were 

f  ’  '  yet  open,  for  the  purpofe 
of  infpeding  the  works  and  re- 
connoitering  the  enemy's  pofition. 
Obferving  that  the  enemy  had 
conftru&ed  fome  works  within 
mufquet-lhot  of  thofe  which  cover¬ 
ed  the  bridge  head  on  the  Ebro, 
and  apparently  with  the  purpofe  of 
malking  the  eredlion  of  batteries 
to  be  opened  upon  that  point,  he 
ordered  a  fally  on  the  night  of  the 
3d,  with  800  infantry  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  and  60  horfe,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier  Don  J. 
Uriarte,  The  fignal  for  attack 


was  a  gun  fired  from  the  caftle- 
The  troops  rufhed  forward  upon 
the  enemy  without  firing  a  Ihot  ; 
carried  all  his  works  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  and  drove  him 
back  with  confiderable  lofs,  the 
artillery  of  the  eaftle  and  ram¬ 
parts  pouring  at  the  fame  time  a 
heavy  fire  upon  the  columns  that 
advanced  to  his  affifiance.  The 
works  were  then  haftily  deftroyed 
by  a  party  of  miners  that  had 
marched  with  the  garrifon,  and 
this  objedf  accomplished,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  retired  within  the  fortrefs. 
The  governor,  Count  Alacha,  who 
had  accompanied  the  fortie,  was 
wounded  in  this  affair.  O’Donnel 
fpeaks  in  the  higheit  terms  of  the 
fpirit  prevailing  among  all  ranks 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Tortofa,  and 
before  he  left  the  place  he  publilh- 
ed  an  addrefs  to  the  citizens,  in 
which  he  expreffed  his  fatisfa&ion 
at  the  determination  they  expreffed 
of  ((  preferving  the  religion  of 
their  forefathers,  the  independence 
of  their  country,  and  the  fove- 
reignty  of  their  legitimate  King 
Ferdinand."  In  the  meanwhile 
Macdonald,  in  order  to  afford  a 
diverfion  for  Suchet,  made  a  fud- 
den  movement  upon  Tarragona. 
A  fpirited  engagement  took  place 
almoft  under  the  walls,  and  fo  near 
the  fea  that  the  guns  of  an  Englifh 
frigate  were  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  enemy,  and  contributed  ma¬ 
terially  to  their  difcomfiture.  The 
French  retired  to  Reus,  which 
they  plundered,  and  foon  after 
withdrew  altogether,  clofely  pur- 
fued  by  Ibarrol  and  Sarsfield,  who 
haraffed  their  retreat. 

Macdonald  now  took  up  a  po¬ 
fition  near  Cervera,  as  a  central 
point  of  obfervation  which  might, 
at  the  fame  time,  enable  him  to 
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cover  the  fiege  of  Tortofa,  and 
menace,  by  his  rear-guard,  the 
Jine  of  the  Llobregat.  O’Donnel, 
who  had  already  refolved  to  re- 
ftriift  his  operations  to  a  war  of 
defence,  by  attacking  all  the  forts 
which  the  enemy  fhould  leave  in 
his  rear,  and  which,  from  the  dif- 
tance,  might  be  thought  fecure 
from  furprife,  conceived  that  this 
movement  upon  Cervera  afforded 
him  a  favourable  opportunity  for 
that  fpecies  of  attack.  On  the 
6th  of  September  he  left  Tarra¬ 
gona,  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong  di- 
vifion,  having previoufly  embarked 
a  detachment  with  artillery,  which 
failed  under  the  convoy  of  the 
Cambrian  frigate  and  a  fmall  Spa- 
nifh  fquadron,  and  ordered  the 
Marquis  of  Campoverde  to  throw 
up  works  at  La  Beguda,  to  fecure 
him  from  attack  on  that  fide.  His 
firft  march  was  to  Efparraguira, 
from  whence  he  reconnoitred  El 
Bruch  and  Cafamaffanas  ;  detach¬ 
ments  were  fent  to  occupy  Mom- 
buy,  near  Igualada,  and  the 
heights  upon  the  right  and  left  of 
Martorell,  and  on  the  ioth  the 
whole  divifion  reached  Mataro  ; 
from  hence,  on  the  morning  of  the 
I2tb,  O’Donnel  fet  out  for  Tor- 
dera,  but  as  by  this  movement 
he  left  Gerona  and  Hod  a  1  rich  in 
his  rear,  he  difpatched  two  detach¬ 
ments  to  reconnoitre  thofe  for- 
treffes,  in  order  to  induce  the  fup- 
pofttion,  that  he  purpofed  to  in- 
vell  them.  His  plan  now  was  to 
detach  Colonel  de  Eleyres  to  at¬ 
tack  St.  Felio  de  Guixols  and 
Palamos,  while  he  himfelf  engaged 
the  enemy’s  attention  by  a  ficnul- 
taneous  movement  upon  his  po¬ 
rtion  at  La  Bifoal.  Early  on 
the  14th  he  appeared  by  a  rapid 
march  before  that 
Vol. 
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reft  of  the  divifion,  under  Cam- 
poverdc,  proceeded  to  Llagoftera, 
to  take  poll  in  the  valley  of  Aro, 
and  thus  cut  off  the  communica- 
tions  of  the  enemy,  in  the  event 
of  their  attempting  to  retreat-. 
Upon  approaching  the  place,  all 
the  avenues  to  it  were  inftantly 
feized  by  the  cavalry,  to  preclude 
any  attempt  to  efcape  on  the  part 
of  the  garrifon.  The  town  was 
then  attacked,  and  the  Spaniards 
without  difficulty  penetrated  into 
it,  while  the  French  took  refuge 
in  the  caftle.  O’Donnel  fum- 
moned  it  to  furrender  ;  upon  re¬ 
ceiving  a  refufal  he  ordered  the 
gates  to  be  fet  on  fire,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  himfelf  to  reconnoitre, 
when,  unfortunately,  he  was 
wounded  by  a  mufket-ball  in  the 
right  leg.  In  the  mean  time,  a 
body  of  too  infantry  and  32  ca¬ 
valry  had  approached  from  Ton- 
nela,  with  the  hope  of  fuccouring 
the  garrifon  ;  they  were  attacked 
by  the  refer ve  under  San  Juan, 
when  the  cavalry  fled  without 
firing  a  fliot,  and  the  infantry 
were  compelled  to  lay  down  their 
arms.  Next  day  the  garrifon, 
with  their  commander,  General 
Schwartz,  furrendered  themfelves 
prifoners  of  war,  to  the  number  of 
690  men  and  45  officers,  and  the 
whole  were  marched  out  to  be 
embarked  at  St.  Felio  de  Guixols. 

On  the  fame  day,  September  14, 
Colonel  Fleyres  had  proceeded 
from  San  Grace  to  the  attack  of 
that  place,  with  230  foot  and  20 
horfe ;  having  detached  Colonel 
Don  Taddeo  A  Idea  with  about  the 
fame  numbers  againft  Palamos,  and 
feparattng  150  men  as  a  corps  de 
referve  to  both  columns.  Fleyres 
moved  rapidly  by  Bardillio  upon 
San  Felio,  and  was  at  fir  ft  mif- 
[  A;]  taken 
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taken  for  a  friend  by  a  French 
piquet.  He  then  marched  to 
the  beach  between  the  fea  and 
the  town,  into  which  he  forced  his 
way  by  the  fea-gate.  He  found 
the  garrifon  formed  within,  and 
peremptorily  called  upon  them  to 
fur  render,  which  they  did  without 
farther  refiftance  ;  268  foldiers  and 
eight  officers  were  made  prifoners, 
and  thirty-fix  were  killed  in  this 
affair.  The  Spaniards  had  only 
one  killed  and  four  wounded.  The 
attack  upon  Palamos  was  equally 
fuccefsful.  The  Spanifh  troops 
made  their  way  into  the  town, 
after  fome  refiftanee,  and  drove  the 
enemy  into  the  caffle,  from  whence 
they  kept  up  a  fire  of  cannon  and 
mufquetry  for  eight  hours,  at  the 
end  of  which  it  was  taken  by  af- 
fault,  and  the  garrifon,  about  260 
in  all,  laid  down  their  arms.  They 
had  already  loft  about  fixry  in 
killed  and  wounded.  Next  day 
Fleyres  fummoned  the  caftle  of 
Calongi,  where  the  French  had  a 
fort,  fixty-feven  men,  and  two 
officers,  who  furrendered  at  dif- 
cretion.  About  the  fame  time  an 
arrack  was  made  by  the  boats  of 
the  fquadron  upon  a  battery  near 
Bagar,  which  was  carried  and  de¬ 
ft  royed,  and  forty-two  men  made 
prifoners.  The  total  lofs  of  the 
French  in  thefe  different  af¬ 
fairs,  amounted  to  nearly  1 200 
men  and  fixty  officers  prifoners, 
befides  200  killed  and  wounded, 
and  fixteen  pieces  of  cannon.  The 
prifoners  were  embarked  on  the 
fquadron,  and  conveyed  to  Tarra¬ 
gona. 

The  fmgle  drawback  upon  the 
foccefs  fo  ably  achieved  in  thefe 
affairs,  was  the  wound  which 
the  general -in -chief,  O’Donnel,  had 
unfortunately  received  before  the 


caftle  of  La  Bifbal,  and  which  fo 
far  difabled  him,  that  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  give  up  the  command  and 
retire  to  Majorca,  to  be  healed  of 
it.  The  conduCl  of  the  war  in 
that  quarter  feems  to  have  fuf- 
fered  a  good  deal  by  his  abfence. 
The  French  army  in  Catalonia 
received  a  reinforcement  of  10,000 
men,  and  gradually  gained  the  af* 
cendancy  in  the  field,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  indefatigable  exertions 
of  the  chiefs  Sarsfield,  Eroles,  and 
Campoverde.  In  Arragon,  Ge¬ 
neral  Villecampo,  who  had  long 
alarmed  and  infefted  Suchef’s  com¬ 
munication,  received,  early  in  No¬ 
vember,  two  fuccefiive  defeats  from 
that  general,  with  the  lofs  of  all 
his  artillery.  On  the  13th  of  De¬ 
cember  the  boats  of  our  fquadron 
attacked  in  Palamos  a  convoy  of 
eleven  vefifels,  which  the  enemy 
had  deft ined  for  the  fupply  of  Bar¬ 
celona,  the  blockade  of  which  by 
the  Catalan  Guerillas  continued  as 
effectual  as  ever.  The  attack  was 
completely  fuccefsful,  the  French 
batteries  were  deftroyed,  the  ma¬ 
gazines  blown  up,  and  the  veffels 
either  brought  out  or  burnt,  but 
fome  delay  and  diforder  took  place 
in  the  re-embarkation  of  our  men  ; 
the  enemy  in  the  mean  time  had  col¬ 
lected  in  force  and  attacked  :  the 
boats  inftantly  made  for  their  aftiff- 
ance,  but  fuffered  much  in  bringing 
them  ofF ;  and  our  lofs  altogether 
amounted  to  thirty-three  killed, 
eighty-nine  wounded,  and  eighty- 
fix  taken  prifoners :  among  the 
laft  was  Captain  Fane  of  the  Cam¬ 
brian. 

The  great  objeCt  of  the  enemy 
in  this  quarter,  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year,  was  the  re¬ 
duction  of  Tortofa.  The  rein¬ 
forcements  lately  arrived  enabled 
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them  to  carry  on  the  operations 
for  this  purpofe  with  greater  ef¬ 
fect  ;  and  Marfhal  Macdonald,  by 
polling  a  ftrong  corps  at  Perillo, 
fufficiently  covered  their  progrefs 
on  the  fide  of  Catalonia.  An  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  relieve  the 
town  by  the  V alencian  army,  un¬ 
der  Baflecourt ;  but  it  was  com¬ 
pletely  routed  by  a  French  di- 
vilion  at  Yinaros,  and  compelled 
-kt  r  to  retreat  with  the  lofs, 
as  the  French  affert,  of 
2500  prifoners.  The  place  was 
then  clofely  invefted  ;  by  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  15th  of  December  it 
was  completely  circumvented,  and 
by  the  1 8th  all  the  Spanifh  pods 
were  driven  within  the  fortrefs. 
Next  day  the  French  eftablilhed 
themfelves  on  the  heights  in  front 
of  Fort  Orleans,  and  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  night  the  flrft  parallel  was 
opened  before  the  two  baflions, 
called  St.  Peter  and  St.  John  ;  at 
the  fame  time  a  trench  was  opened 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro, 
and  batteries  ereCted  and  raifed  on 
it  for  flanking  the  principal  attack. 
The  covered  way  was  crowned  on 
the  feventh  night  of  the  flege,  and 
even  before  the  batteries  were  com¬ 
pleted.  Repeated  forties  were  at¬ 
tempted  by  the  garrifon,  but  with¬ 
out  effect.  On  the  27th  a  def- 
perate  effort  was  made  from  Fort 
Orleans ;  the  Spaniards  in  columns 
of  about  400  men  each,  failied  out 
with  Angular  impetuofity,  with 
the  intent  of  deftroying  the  guns 
while  bringing  into  the  batteries. 
They  penetrated  to  the  works, 
overturned  the  guard  of  the 
trenches,  burnt  the  gabrons  in  a 
lodgement  in  the  covert  way,  and 
filled  in  a  portion  of  the  fap,  when 
overpowered  by  the  reinforcements 
brought  up  by  the  French,  they 
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were  at  length  driven  back  to  the 
walls,  leaving  400  killed  and 
wounded  on  the  ground.  By- 
break  of  day,  on  the  29  th,  forty-, 
five  pieces  of  cannon  from  ten  bat¬ 
teries  opened  a  fire,  which  in  the 
fpace  of  two  hours  filenced  every 
thing  that  was  oppofed  to  them. 
On  the  following  night  the  Spa¬ 
niards  evacuated  the  Tete  de  Pont. 
The  firing  continued  from  the  bat¬ 
teries  with  little  return  from  the 
ramparts  or  caftle,  and  after  two 
days  the  parapets  were  deftroyed  ; 
the  embrafures  unfit  for  receiving 
cannon  ;  and  no  breaches  were  ef¬ 
fected  in  the  walls.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  iff  of  January,  1811, 
the  governor  fent  a  flag  of  truce 
with  propofals  for  furrendering 
the  place  upon  terms  that  were  im¬ 
mediately  and  peremptorily  re¬ 
jected  by  the  French  general.  A 
Are  of  fhells  was  re-opened  upon 
the  place,  and  next  morning  a  new 
battery  was  conftruCted  on  the  co¬ 
vert  way  on  the  counterfcarp  of 
the  ditch,  at  the  diftance  of  flfteen 
fathom  from  the  wall.  Three  white 
flags  were  now  feen  flying  on  the 
ramparts,  but  were  disregarded  by 
the  batteries,  the  firing  of  which 
continued  without  intermiffion 
for  two  hours,  till  the  breaches 
were  fufficiently  enlarged,  and  the 
columns  were  ready  to  mount  to 
immediate  affault.  Under  thefe 
circumftances  the  governor  finding 
no  other  terms  would  be  admitted, 
was  induced  to  furrender  at  dif- 
cretion.  The  garrifon,  to  the 
number  of  7500  men,  were  march¬ 
ed  as  prifoners  of  war  to  Sara- 
gcffa.  The  Spaniards  in  general 
were  fo  indignant  with  this  con¬ 
duct  of  the  governor,  that  by  a 
court-martial,  held  at  Tarragona, 
he  was  fentenced  to  death  for 
[N  2]  having 
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having  traitoroufly  delivered  up 
to  the  enemy  the  fort  refs  commit¬ 
ted  to  his  charge,  and  the  fentence 
was  executed  upon  him  in  effigy 
in  the  market-place  of  that  town. 
There  fcarcely  feems  fufficient 
ground  for  this  feverity  of  judg¬ 
ment.  The  French  a  flu  re  us,  that 
the  garrifon  could  not  have  de¬ 
fended  themfelves  an  hour  longer 
.without  beina:  Dut  to  the  fword  ; 
and  it  is  furely  not  enough  to  juf- 
tify  fuch  a  fentence,  that  Count 
Alachn  had  not  rivalled  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  defences  of  Saragoffa 
and  Gerona,  even  fuppofirg  that 
the  difpofnion  of  the  garrifon 
and  inhabitants  allowed  him  the 
fame  means.  The  indignation  of 
the  Catalans  is  partly  explained 
by  their  fenfe  of  the  importance  of 
the  blow  which  had  been  11  ruck 
again!!  them  in  the  redudion  of 
Tortofa.  That  town  was  the 
principal  point  of  communication 
with  the  neighbouring  provinces, 
and  the  chief  depofit  of  their  re- 
fources  ;  and  bv  its  fall  all  exterior 
co-operation  was  precluded  to 
them,  except  by  fea,  and  to  cut 
off  this  alfo  the  enemy  made  im¬ 
mediate  preparations  for  the  invelt- 
ment  of  Tarragona.  By  the  fall 
of  the  Col  de  Balaguer,  a  few 
days  after  that  of  Tortola,  this 
bad  become  the  lalt,  as,  becaufe  of 
its  fort,  it  was  neceffarily  the  moll 
important  of  the  Catalonian  for- 
t  relies. 

We  have  given,  in  our  preced  ¬ 
ing  chapter,  fome  account  of  the 
events  which  took  place  in  Anda. 
lufia,  Granada,  and  Murcia,  upon 
the  in  v  a  lion  of  the  French.  In 
the  other  provinces  of  the  penin.. 
fula  little  or  importance  occurred. 
Gallicia,  Valencia,  and  part  of 
Eitremadura,  were  alone  unoccu¬ 


pied  by  the  enemy,  every  where 
elfe  the  poffeffion  of  the  towns 
and  ftrong  holds,  and  the  eftablilb- 
ment  of  powerful  garrifons,  gave 
him  the  undifputed  command  in 
the  field  ;  and,  indeed,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  had  fcarcely  in  any  part 
of  the  peninfula  a  body  of  troops 
which,  either  from  its  numbers, 
or  its  compofition,  could  properly 
defer ve  the  name  of  an  army.  But 
decifive  as  was  the  enemy’s  fupe- 
riority  in  this  refpedt,  and  com¬ 
plete  as  appeared  to  be  the  fubju- 
gation  of  the  country,  his  polition 
in  it  was  almoft  as  uneafy  as  ever  ; 
he  was  daily  and  hourly  fuffering 
from  a  fpec’es  of  hoftiiity  the 
moll  calculated  in  the  event  to 
wear  down  his  refources,  and  in 
oppofnion  to  which  no  fuperiority 
of  numbers  or  of  difeipline,  could 
materially  avail  his  troops.  The 
Guerilla  fylietn,  to  which  we  have 
fo  frequently  alluded,  was  carried 
on  by  the  patriots  with  unabated 
activity  ;  indeed,  the  difperfton  of 
the  regular  armies  neceffarily  af¬ 
forded  increafed  materials  for  the 
keeping  up  of  that  fpecies  of  war¬ 
fare.  It  was  only  alter  the  defeats 
fuftained  by  the  Spanifh  troops  in 
Buonaparte’s  advance  to  Madrid, 
that  the  people  had  reforted  to 
this  mode  of  attack,  and  the  num¬ 
bers  and  activity  of  thofe  engaged 
in  it  had  ever  fince  been  increaf- 
ing.  When  the  French  had  de¬ 
ll  roved  or  difperfed  Areizaga’s 
army  at  Ocana,  they,  for  the 
time,  employed  their  whole  force 
in  an  effort  to  annihilate  thofe  bri¬ 
gands  as  they  termed  them  ;  but 
notwithftanding  the  fucceffes  of 
which  they  boalled,  the  attempts 
only  fhewed  them  how  utterly  un¬ 
available  were  numbers,  or  (kill, 
or  difeipline,  in  a  conceit  of  this 
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defcription.  The  nature  of  the 
country,  afforded  on  almoft  every 
fide,  peculiar  facilities  for  this  fpe- 
cies  of  operation,  and  the  evils 
thus  entailed  upon  the  enemy  were 
the  more  difpiriting,  as  there  was 
no  profpecl  that  any  change  of 
cireumftances  could  occur  to  re¬ 
lieve  him.  The  habits  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  would  daily  become  more  and 
more  adapted  to  this  new  manner 
of  exiftence.  The  interruption 
thus  given  to  the  ordinary  occu¬ 
pations  of  their  agriculture,  would 
only  tend  to  aggravate  that  diffi¬ 
culty  of  fubfiftence  which  has  al- 
ways  been  among  the  moil  infu- 
perable  obftacles  to  an  invading 
army  in  Spain  ;  and  there  was  in 
the  wild,  lawlefs,  and  irregular 
mode  of  life  which  it  impofed, 
ilimulated  as  the  Spaniards  were 
in  this  inftance  by  the  deeped 
fenfe  of  hatred  and  revenge,  and 
fandlified  as  were  even  their  ex- 
ceffes  by  patriotifm  and  religion, 
a  ftirring  enjoyment,  which  of  it- 
felf  afforded  a  fufficicnt  pledge  of 
their  perfeverance  in  the  fyftem. 
It  would  be  impoffible  to  enter 
in  any  degree  into  a  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  the  prog  refs  of  this  fub- 
fidiary  warfare  againft  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  the  very  nature  and  number 
of  the  operations  in  quedion  mull 
neceffarily  preclude  any  fuch  at¬ 
tempt.  In  every  part  of  Spain 
which  was  in  the  occupation  of 
the  enemy,  conliderable  bodies  of 
the  peafantry  were  armed,  orga¬ 
nized,  and  in  incefl’ant  action  ;  and 
not  a  day  pad  but  fome  outpod  of 
the  enemy  was  furprifed,  his  efforts 
and  convoys  intercepted,  his  pa- 
troles  cut  off,  his  foraging  parties 
put  to  death.  Among  the  more 
didinguifhed  leaders  of  thefe  bands 
were  D’Eroles  and  Longa  in  Arra- 
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gon,  and  Don  Julian  Sanchez, 
whom  we  have  already  mentioned, 
in  Cadile  and  Leon  ;  the  Marquef- 
fito  and  Francifquete  Sanches,  in 
La  Mancha  ;  Don  Ventura  Xi- 
menez  kept  the  enemy  in  inceffant 
alarm  throughout  the  whole  dif- 
trffL  between  Badajoz  and  Tole¬ 
do.  The  Empecinado,  Don  Juan 
de  Martin,  taking  up  a  polition 
among  the  mountains  of  Guada- 
laxara,  extended  his  excurfions  in 
every  diredlion,  even  to  the  very 
fuburbs  of  Madrid,  and  Mina  ac¬ 
quired  an  affendancy  in  Navarre, 
fuch  as  almod  to  preclude  the  com¬ 
munications  between  France  and 
Spain. 

None  among  thefe  names  is 
more  renowned  than  that  of  the 
Empecinado.  This  hero,  whofe 
real  name  is  Don  Juan  Martin,  i$ 
a  native  of  Cadiz.  A  limilar  in- 
fiiclion  befel  him  with  that  which 
had  aroufed  Don  Julian  to  exer¬ 
tion.  Lie  faw  his  whole  family 
murdered  by  the  French,  after  the 
women  had  endured  yet  worfe 
horrors  than  death.  Maddening 
with  his  grief,  he  fmeared  himfelf 
with  pitch,  and  fwore,  thenco?- 
forth,  to  devote  his  whole  life  to 
the  wreaking  upon  the  oppreffors 
the  vengeance  due  to  his  own 
wrongs  and  to  thofe  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  A  fmgular  infiance  is  re¬ 
lated  of  his  aftivity  and  vigilance. 

A  man  of  the  name  of  Rigo,  who 
had  formerly  been  very  adlive  in 
the  patriotic  caufe,  deferred  to 
Madrid,  where  he  got  a  conlider¬ 
able  place  under  Jofeph,  and  diff 
tinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  great  op- 
prelfor  of  the  fuppofed  adherents 
of  King  Ferdinand.  The  Empe¬ 
cinado  learnt  that  this  man  was 
about  to  be  married,  at  a  houfe  a 
little  way  from  Madrid,  He  fur- 
[.V3]  prifed 
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prifed  the  party  met  to  celebrate 
the  wedding,  and  promifing  that 
no  injury  fhould  be  done  to  any 
one  elfe,  obtained  the  furrender  of 
the  delinquent  of  whom  he  was 
in  fearch.  Rigo  was  immediately 
fent  off  under  an  efcort  which  by 
bye-ways  fucceeded  in  reaching 
Cadiz,  where  he  was  delivered  to 
the  junta,  with  a  letter  from  the 
chief,  defiring  that  he  might  be 
tried  and  executed  on  the  public 
place  at  Cadiz,  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done.  King  Jofeph 
himfelf  was  more  than  once  in 
danger  of  a  fimilar  furprize.  His 
majefty  fometimes  indulged  him¬ 
felf  in  making  excurfions  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Madrid,  but 
always  kept  the  place  he  was  go¬ 
ing  to  as  much  as  poffible  a  fecret, 
and  never  ftaid  long  in  any.  Once, 
however,  when  he  was  dining 
with  fome  friends  at  Alameda, 
which  is  two  or  three  leagues 
from  the  capital,  on  the  road  to 
Guadalaxara,  the  news  of  the  near 
approach  of  a  Guerilla  party  fud- 
denly  broke  up  the  repaft,  and 
they  efcaped  with  all  poffible  fpeed 
to  Madrid.  Another  time  he  had 
leached  Guadalaxara,  on  his  road 
to  Seguenza,  when  he  learnt  that 
the  Empecinado  was  at  Cogolludo; 
he  inftantly  hurried  back  to 
Madrid,  fo  clofely  purfued,  that 
above  forty  of  the  rear-guard  of 
his  efcort  were  cut  off  at  Torre- 
Jon  and  El  Molar.  The  whole 
province  of  Madrid  was  kept  in 
inceffant  alarm  by  thefe  parties, 
of  the  exiftence  of  which  the  Spa- 
nifh  government  had  often  no 
knowledge  but  from  the  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  French  themfelves 
in  their  intercepted  correfpon- 
dence. 

Nothing  can  more  ftrongly 


evince  the  degree  of  irritation  oc- 
calioned  to  the  French  by  the  Gue¬ 
rillas,  than  the  decree  which  was 
iffued  at  Seville,  by  Marlhal 
Soult,  on  the  9th  of  May.  In 
this,  among  other  things,  it  was 
declared,  that  iC  there  was  no 
Spanilh  army  except  that  of  his 
catholic  majefty  King  Jofeph  Na¬ 
poleon  ;  all  collections  of  perfons 
in  the  province,  therefore,  what¬ 
ever  might  be  their  number,  and 
whoever  might  be  their  leader, 
fhould  be  treated  as  gangs  of  ban¬ 
ditti,  whofe  foie  object  was  rob¬ 
bery  and  murder  ;  and  all  the  in¬ 
dividuals  of  fuch  parties  who 
fhould  be  taken  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  Ihould  immediately  be  con¬ 
demned  and  ftiot,  and  their  bodies 
expofed  along  the  highway s.’*  The 
Spanilh  regency  did  not  fail  to 
take  the  proper  meafures  of  retalia¬ 
tion.  In  their  orders,  dated  Au- 
guft  15,  they  ftate,  that  finding 
by  experience  that  the  articles  of 
this  fanguinary  decree  were  ac¬ 
tually  intended  to  be  put  in  force, 
they  were  compelled  to  declare, 
that  for  every  Spaniard  proved  to 
have  been  murdered  in  confequence 
of  it,  the  firft  three  Frenchmen 
taken  in  arms  fhould  be  hanged 
without  fail  ;  that  for  every  houfe 
burnt  in  the  execution  of  that  fyf- 
tem  of  devaftation  propofed  to 
themfelves  by  thofe  calling  them¬ 
felves  marfhals,  generals,  and 
chief  of  the  gangs  of  the  tyrant 
Napoleon,  the  tht^ee  firft  perfons 
taken  belonging  to  the  French 
army  fhould  be  hanged,  and  as 
many  for  every  one  who  fhould 
perifti  in  the  flames.  The  regency 
added,  that  until  Soult  withdrew 
his  decree  he  fhould  perfonally  be 
confidered  as  unworthy  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
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he  treated  like  a  robber  (hould  he 
happen  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Spanifh  troops.  This  decree  being 
publilhed  in  French  and  Spanilh, 
and  communicated  to  all  the 
French  commanders,  fufficiently 
effedled  its  purpofe  in  reprefling 
the  execution  of  the  atroci¬ 
ties  menaced  by  Souit.  If  in 
any  inftance  the  enemy  ventured 
to  adl  upon  the  fyftem  of  Souk’s 
decree,  the  prompt  retaliation 
which  followed,  effectually  pre¬ 
vented  a  repetition  of  fuch  enor¬ 
mities.  Eight  of  the  Empecina- 
do’s  men  were  taken  in  the  Gua- 
darrama  mountains,  and  the  French 
officer  nailed  them  alive  to  the 
trees  as  a  warning  to  their  fellows. 
The  Empecinado  a  few  days  after 
nailed  the  fame  number  of  French¬ 
men  to  the  fame  trees ;  and  Bef- 
lieres  then  thought  proper  to  pro- 
pofe,  that  the  treatment  of  prifoners 
lhould  in  future  be  regulated  by 
the  ordinary  cuftoms  of  civilized 
people. 

It  was,  perhaps,  in  the  total 
interruption  of  their  communica¬ 
tions,  that  the  French  buffered  the 
moil  from  the  activity  of  the  Gue- 
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rillas.  Their  couriers  were  always 
efcorted  by  a  ftrong  detachment  of 
cavalry,  the  number  of  which,  for 
even  a  lliort  diftance,  was  not  lefs 
than  200  men,  and  for  a  difpatch 
to  France,  it  was  thought  necef- 
fary  to  employ  1400.  Under  fome 
circumftances  even  thefe  numbers 
were  not  fufficient.  A  whole  di- 
vifion  of  French  troops,  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Claparide,  was  engaged  in 
protecting  couriers  between  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  and  Santarem,  and  when 
General  Foy  was  fent  by  Maffena 
to  Paris,  in  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  he  was  for  a  conliderable  part 
of  the  way,  both  going  and  on  his 
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return,  efcorted  by  a  body  of  not 
lefs  than  2  or  3000  men.  Their 
convoys  were  of  courfe  'ft ill  more 
liable  to  be  cut  off ;  and  few  days 
pail  in  which  the  Spaniards  did  not 
fail  to  make  a  conliderable  booty 
by  the  capture  of  the  neceffary  flip- 
plies  which  were  traverfing  the 
country  to  the  various  French  ar. 
mies.  Mina,  in  Navarre,  was 
Angularly  fuccefsful  in  this  fpe- 
cies  of  attack.  Upon  one  occaflon 
(Oct.  10)  he  intercepted  a  convoy 
on  its  way  from  Bayonne,  after 
killing  or  taking  the  greater  part 
of  the  effort,  and  diffovered  in 
the  fpoil  not  lefs  than  twelve  carts 
loaded  with  filver.  Alone  the 
whole  of  the  road  from  Irun  to 
Vittoria,  the  French  found  it  ne¬ 
ceffary  to  cut  down  all  the  woods 
on  each  fide  of  the  way,  to  the 
diftance  of  a  mufquet  fhot.  Not 
one  courier  in  fix  is  fa  id  to  have 
arrived  at  his  deftination  ;  and  it 
is  affirmed,  that  no  lefs  than  fix- 
teen  were  at  one  time  imprifoned 
in  Bayonne,  for  refilling  to  enter 
Spain, 

Little  of  importance  occurred 
in  Gallicia,  Leon,  or  the  Afturias, 
the  only  provinces  of  the  north, 
in  which  the  Spaniards  were  ft  ill 
enabled  to  make  head  againft  the 
enemy.  A  fmall  expedition  of 
live  Englifh  frigates,  and  about 
500  Spaniards,  under  the  command 
of  General  Porlier,  fet  fail  from 
Corunna,  with  the  view  -  , 
of  attacking  the  French  9* 
fea  defences  along  the  coaft  of  Can¬ 
tabria  and  Biffay,  and  was  com¬ 
pletely  fuccefsful.  The  whole  of  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  from  St.  Sebaf- 
tian  to  Santander,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Caftro,  mounting  altoge¬ 
ther  above  a  hundred  pieces  of 
heavy  cannon,  were  taken  and  de» 

[  ]  ftroyed 


9k 


200]  #  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


dthout  the  lofs  of  a  Tingle 
man.  The  port  of  Santona  was 
completely  difmantled.  A  fubfe- 
quent  expedition  to  the  fame  fpot 
was  lefs  fuccefsful.  A  fquadron 
of  four  frigates,  of  which  one  was 
Spanifh,  a  few  brigs  and  gun¬ 
boats,  and  above  thirty  fail  of 
tranfports,  conveying  a  confider- 
able  body  of  Spanifh  troops,  under 
the  command  of  llenovales,  a  par¬ 
tisan  who  had  particularly  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  fuccefies 
over  the  enemy  in  the  v allies  of 
Rencal,  left  Corunna  to  occupy 
and  fortify  the  town  of  Santona. 
A  dreadful  hurricane  overtook 


them  at  their  anchorage  off  the 
coaft  of  Bifcay.  The  Spanifh  fri¬ 
gate  was  driven  on  the  rocks  of 
Lavedo,  where  it  perilhed ;  an 
Englilh  brig  and  five  Spanifh  gun¬ 
boats  met  the  fame  fate.  The 
ftorm  continuing  during  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  the  greater  part  of 
the  tranfports  were  driven  afhore 
on  the  coaft  of  Plenchia  and  An* 
chona,  others  were  compelled  to 
make  for  the  ports  occupied  by 
the  enemy,  and  were  of  courfe  ta. 
ken  prifoners.  The  Englifh  fri¬ 
gates  fucceeded  with  difficulty  in 
weathering  the  tempeft. 
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rpHOSE  who  were  difpofed 
*•  to  attribute  to  the  conftitu- 
don  of  the  government,  the  fuc- 
ceffive  difafters  which  had  befallen 
the  Spanifh  armies  in  the  field, 
looked  forward  with  anxiety  to 
the  convention  of  the  cortes  ;  but 
the  delays  in  aflembling  that  body 
were  fo  repeated,  and  the  progrefs 
of  the  enemy  was,  in  the  mean 
time,  fo  rapid,  that  apprehenfions 
were  reafonably  entertained,  that 
by  the  time  they  met,  the  natio¬ 


nal  reprefentad ves  would  find  no 
government  to  adminifter.  By 
the  decree  of  the  junta,  the  fir  ft 
of  March  had  been  the  day  fixed 
for  thd  opening  of  the  cortes  in 
the  ifle  of  Leon — and  among  the 
laft  documents  iflued  by  that  coun¬ 
cil,  before  they  left  Seville,  was 
the  paper  of  “  inftrudions,”  pre¬ 
ferring  the  manner  in  which  the 
deputies  were  to  be  chofen.  By 
this  it  was  determined  that  all 
cities  which  had  fent  members  to 

the 
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tht-  laft  cortes  in  1789,  (at  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Charles 
IV.)  were  alfo  to  fend  one  to  this, 
and  each  of  the  fuperior  provincial 
juntas  were  alfo  to  depute  a  re- 
prefentative,  either  from  their  own 
body  or  otherwife.  The  eledions 
for  the  provinces  were  regulated 
in  this  manner.  Every  inhabi¬ 
tant  houfeholder,  above  the  age  of 
25,  the  fecular  clergy  included, 
was  to  have  a  vote.  The  only 
perfons  difqualihed  being  foreign¬ 
ers,  whether  naturalized  or  not, 
and  perfons  under  a  criminal  pro- 
fecution,  or  who  had  fuffered  cor¬ 
poreal  or  infamous  punifhment, 
bankrupts,  and  debtors  to  the 
public.  An  affembly  of  the  voters 
in  every  parifh  were  to  be  called, 
and  each  individual  to  declare  fuc- 
ceffively  the  parifhioner  he  thought 
nioft  worthy  to  be  sOne  of  the 
electors  for  the  parifh ;  the  twelve 
perfons  Handing  higheft  on  the  lift 
were  to  officiate  in  this  capacity, 
and  to  repair  to  the  electoral  junta 
for  the  diftrid,  where  they  fhouid 
determine  the  individual  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  diftrid  in  the  provincial 
eledoral  affembly.  In  the  diftrid 
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junta,  as  in  the  parochial,  the 
twelve  perfons  Handing  higheft  on 
the  lift  appointed  the  deputy  to 
the  provincial  affembly,  and  it  was 
open  to  them  to  depute  a  perfon 
not  a  member  of  their  own  body, 
provided  he  was  redden t  in  the 
diftrid.  Finally,  the  electoral 
junta  of  the  province,  being  thus 
conftituted,  appointed  a  deputy  to 
the  cortes,  in  the  proportion  of 
one  to  every  50,000  fouls,  eftima- 
ting  the  population  according  to 
the  cenfus  of  1787.  If  in  any 
province  there  fhouid  be  found  an 
excefs  of  population  to  the  amount 
of  25,000  beyond  this  appoint¬ 
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ment,  an  additional  deputy  was 
to  be  nominated  ;  any  excefs  not 
riling  to  that  amount  was  not  ac¬ 
counted.  In  the  10th  article  a 
ftaiiftical  table  was  given  accord¬ 
ing  to  which  Spain  contained 
10,534,985  fouls;  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  effective  deputies  was  fet¬ 
tled  at  208.  Befides  which,  fixty- 
eight  fupplementary  deputies  were 
to  be  chofen  in  the  different  pro¬ 
vinces.  who  were  to  be  fummoned 
to  take  their  feats  in  the  cafe  of 
vacancies  by  death.  Nobles,  ple¬ 
beians,  or  fecular  priefts  were 
equally  eligible  as  deputies  to  the 
cortes;  the  only  qualification  re¬ 
quired  was,  that  the  perfon  cho¬ 
fen  fhouid  be  not  lefs  than  five 
and  twenty  years  of  age,  of  good 
character,  and  not  actually  the  fa- 
laried  fervant  of  any  individual  or 
body.  Throughout  the  whole 
tranfadion  it  was  fpecifically  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  forms  of  election 
fhouid  be  carefully  connected  with 
religious  ceremonies. 

The  commiffion  to  whom  the 
junta  had  confided  the  regulation 
of  this  important  bufinefs,  was  com- 
pofed  of  five  members,  viz.  ;  the 
archbifhop  of  Laodicea,  Jovellanos, 
Caftanedo,  Caro,  and  Riquelme  ; 
thefe  two  laft,  however,  being 
transferred  to  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  were  fucceeded  by  the 
Count  de  Ayamans,  and  Don 
Martin  de  Garay.  The  opinions 
of  the  wife  and  patriotic  Jovella¬ 
nos  prevailed,  as  was  fitting,  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  general 
charade rs  of  the  meafure.  Upon 
certain  points,  however,  and  thefe 
of  fome  moment,  a  difference  of 
fentiment  had  exifted.  Riquelme 
and  Caro  were  difmclined  to  the 
adoption  of  more  than  one  houfe 
of  affembly  ;  the  other  commiffion- 
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crs  agreed  with  Jovellanos  in  this 
matter,  and  it  was  decreed  that 
the  archbilhops  and  bifiiops,  and 
the  grandees,  being  the  heads  of 
their  refpeddive  families,  and  above 
the  age  of  twenty-live,  fhould 
compofe  an  upper  houfe.  Jovela- 
nos  was  alfo  anxious  that  certain 
qualifications  of  property  and  edu¬ 
cation  Ihould  be  required  of  the 
deputies,  but  on  this  point  he  was 
fain  to  yield  to  the  reft  of  his  col¬ 
leagues.  The  reprefentation  of 
the  colonies  was  alfo  the  fubjecd 
of  difpute  ;  it  was  at  length  agreed 
that  twenty-fix  members  fhould 
be  added  for  the  whole  of  that 
portion  of  the  monarchy,  inclu-' 
ding  the  Philippine  iflands  ;  in 
order  to  obviate  the  difficulty 
which,  in  the  firft  inftance,  would 
arife  from  the  length  of  time  ne- 
ceflary  to  apprize  the  colonifts  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  world,  of 
the  new  conftitutlon,  and  for  the 
fubfequent  arrival  of  the  deputies, 
that  the  colonies  might  not  in  the 
mean  while  be  altogether  unrepre- 
fented,  it  was  fettled  that  fupple- 
mentaries  for  their  refpeddive  pro¬ 
vinces  fhould  be  feledded  from  the 
native  Americans  redding  in  Spain. 
A  lift  was  to  be  collected  of  all 
American  or  Afiatic  Spaniards, 
then  in  the  Peninfula,  with  a  fpe- 
cification  of  their  ages,  employ¬ 
ments,  places  of  birth,  and  of 
abode.  A  junta  was  then  to  be 
formed,  confifting  of  the  members 
of  the  central  junta  who  Ihould  at 
the  time  be  adding  as  deputies  for 
the  colonies,  or  form  rninifters  of 
the  council  of  the  Indies,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  junta,  and  of  four 
natives  of  the  colonies  to  be  feledd¬ 
ed  by  the  other  members.  Thefe 
were  to  fuperintend  the  election 
by  lot  of  twelve  eledlors  for  each 


province,  from  among  the  natives 
of  that  province  then  refident  at 
Cadiz,  and  thefe  laft  again  were 
to  choofe  their  deputies  in  the  mode 
prefcribed,  for  the  final  provincial 
eleddions. 

By  the  original  proclamation  of 
the  junta,  the  firft  of  March,  as 
we  have  already  ftated,  was  the 
day  announced  for  the  opening  of 
the  feffion.  But  confiderable  de¬ 
lays  occurred.  There  feems  to 
have  been  throughout  a  difinclina- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  executive, 
to  meet  the  re  prefen  tat  ive  body, 
and  it  has  even  been  fuppofed  that 
the  poftponement  might  yet  have 
been  longer,  but  for  the  fear  of 
being  anticipated  upon  this  point 
by  the  intrufive  King  Jofeph,  who, 
by  a  decree  dated  Se-  A  Q 
ville,  declared  his  in-  Pn  1 
tendon  of  convoking  all  the  cor- 
tes  in  the  kingdoms.  About  the 
middle  of  June,  however,  the  re¬ 
gency  iffued  orders,  diredding  that 
the  eleddions  fhould  be  carried  into 
effedt  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  that 
the  members  already  eledded  Ihould 
proceed  immediately,  to  the  idle  of 
Leon,  in  order  that  the  fittings 
oi  the  afiernbly  might  be  opened 
as  foon  as  the  greater  number 
Ihould  have  met  together.  A  very 
material  omiffion,  however,  took 
place  in  this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  ; 
one  houfe  only  was  fummoned  ; 
and  thus  the  bifhops  and  grandees 
were  neither  called  upon  to  fit 
apart,  nor  had  any  provifion  been 
made  for  their  reprefentation  in 
the  general  cortes.  Important  dif¬ 
ficulties  it  was  anticipated  would 
arife  in  the  eledtion  of  the  depu¬ 
ties,  under  the  addual  circumftances 
of  the  country  ;  they  were,  how¬ 
ever,  for  the  moft  part,  evaded 
in  forne  way  or  anotter ;  and  the 
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ele&ions  took  place  even  in  the 
provinces  immediately  occupied 
by  the  enemy.  The  whole  num¬ 
ber  was,  by  no  means,  completed 
at  the  commencement  of  the  fef- 
lions. 

This  meeting,  fo  long  looked 
for,  at  length  took  place  on  the 
24th  of  September.  At  nine  in 
the  morning  of  that  day,  the  de¬ 
puties  affembled  in  the  conftitu- 
tional  hall,  from  whence  they  pro¬ 
ceeded,  accompanied  by  the  Re¬ 
gents,  to  the  cathedral,  where  the 
mafs  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  cele¬ 
brated  by  the  Cardinal  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  archbifhop  of  Toledo.  A 
fermon  was  delivered  by  the  bi- 
fiiop  of  Orenfe,  who  then  proceed¬ 
ed  to  adminifter  to  the  deputies  the 
proper  oath,  prefcribed  as  follows  : 
“  Do  you  fwear  to  preferve  the 
holy  catholic  apoftolic  religion  in 
thefe  realms  without  admitting 
any  other  ?  to  preferve  the  Spa- 
nilh  monarchy  in  its  integrity, 
and  to  omit  no  means  for  deli¬ 
vering  it  from  its  unjuft  oppreifors, 
to  preferve  to  our  beloved  fove- 
reign  Ferdinand  VII.  all  his  do¬ 
minions; — to  make  every  poffible 
exertion  for  releaftng  him  from 
captivity,  and  placing  him  upon 
the  throne,  and  to  difcharge  faith¬ 
fully  and  lawfully  the  truft  which 
the  nation  repofes  in  you,  obferv- 
ing  the  laws  of  Spain,  but  chang¬ 
ing,  varying,  and  modifying,  fuch 
as  require  to  be  altered  for  the 
public  good  ?**  The  deputies  all 
made  anfwer,  u  Yes,  we  fwear 
and  advancing  two  and  two, 
touched  the  gofpels.  After  this 
they  returned  in  proceffion  to  the 
hall  affigned  for  their  fittings.  The 
Council  of  Regency  advanced  to 
the  throne,  where  they  took  their 
feats,  a  portrait  of  Ferdinand  Vile 
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being  fufpended  behind  them.  Af¬ 
ter  a  difcourfe  from  the  biftiop  of 
Orenfe,  prefident  of  the  council, 
in  which,  having  adverted  to  the 
perilous  fttuation  of  the  country, 
he  defired  them  to  proceed  to  ele<T 
their  prefident  and  fecretaries  from 
their  own  body,  the  regents  quit¬ 
ted  the  hall,  leaving  a  written 
paper  on  the  table.  A  prefident 
and  fecretary  were  then  perfonally 
elected,  and  the  paper  left  by  the 
regents  was  read.  It  dated  that 
the  regency  had  been  induced  to 
take  upon  themfelves  the  fun&ions 
with  which  they  were  inverted,  at 
a  crifis  fo  difficult  and  momentous, 
merely  from  a  fenfe  of  duty  ;  that 
they  had  fworn  to  exercife  thofe 
functions  until  the  congrefs  of  the 
cortes  being  affembled,  Ihould  ef- 
tablifh  a  government  founded  upon 
the  general  will  of  the  nation. 
That  moment  fo  longed  for  by 
all  good  Spaniards  had  arrived, 
and  the  council  of  regency  could 
do  no  lefs  than  ftate  this  to  their 
fellow-citizens,  that  they  might 
take  it  into  conftderation,  and  ap¬ 
point  the  government  which  they 
deemed  mo  ft  adapted  to  the  criti¬ 
cal  circumftances  of  the  monarchy. 

Don  Diego  Munoz  Torrero, 
deputy  of  Eftremadura,  then  mo¬ 
ved  that  the  plan  of  decree  which 
had  been  prepared  by  his  col¬ 
league,  Don  Manuel  Luxan,  be 
read;  this  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
decree  itfelf  after  fome  difcuffion 
parted.  By  this  the  deputies  de¬ 
clared  themfelves  to  be  legiti¬ 
mately  conftituted  in  general  and 
extraordinary  cortes,  and  that  in 
them  refided  the  national  fove- 
reignty.  They  acknowledged  and 
proclaimed  anew,  as  their  only 
and  legitimatefovereign,  Don  Fer¬ 
dinand  VIL  of  Bourbon,  and  de¬ 
clared 
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dared  null  and  void  the  ceffion  of 
the  crown  faid  to  have  been  made 
to  Napoleon,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  violence  accompanying  the 
extortion  of  that  ceffion,  but  prin¬ 
cipally  becaufe  it  wanted  the  con- 
fent  of  the  nation.  As  it  was  not 
fuitable  that  the  legiflative,  exe¬ 
cutive,  and  judicial  powers  fhould 
be  united,  the  cortes  declared  that 
they  referved  to  themfelves  the 
exercife  of  the  legiflative  in  its 
full  extent.  The  perfons  to  whom, 
in  the  abfence  of  the  king,  they 
fliould  delegate  the  executive  pow¬ 
er,  were  during  the  time  of  their 
adminiftration  refponfible  to  the 
nation.  The  individuals  at  pre- 
fent  compofmg  the  council  of  Re¬ 
gency  were  ^-authorized  to  exercife 
the  executive  power  until  a  more 
fuitable  government  fhould  be  ef- 
tabl ifhed  by  the  cortes ;  but  they 
were  previoufly  to  acknowledge 
the  national  fovereignty  of  the 
cortes,  and  fwear  obedience  to  the 
laws  which  fhould  emanate  from 
that  aflembiy.  With  this  view 
they  were  to  be  called  upon  to 
pafs  immediately  into  the  hall  of 
aflembiy,  and  take  the  following 
oath.  i(  Do  you  acknowledge 
the  fovereignty  of  the  nation  re- 
prefented  by  its  deputies  in  this 
general  and  extraordinary  cortes  ? 
Do  you  fwear  to  obey  its  decrees, 
and  the  conflitution  which  it  may 
eftablifh,  according  to  the  holy 
objeft  for  which  they  have  been 
aflembled  ;  to  order  that  they  fhall 
be  obferved,  and  to  fee  that  they 
be  executed  ?  To  preferve  the  in- 
dependance,  liberty,  and  integrity 
of  the  nation  ?  The  catholic  apof- 
tolic  religion  ?  The  monarchical 
government  of  the  kingdom?  to 
re  eftablifh  on  the  throne  our  be¬ 
loved  fovereign  Don  Ferdinand 


VII.  of  Bourbon  ?  and  in  all 
things  to  guard  the  public  weal  ? 
As  you  fhall  obferve  all  thefe 
things  God  be  your  helper  ;  and 
if  you  obferve  them  not,  you 
fhall  be  refponfible  to  the  nation 
in  conformity  with  the  laws.’’ 
By  the  other  articles  of  the  de¬ 
cree  it  was  ordered  that  for  the 
prefent  all  tribunals  and  courts  of 
juftice  fhould  continue  to  admini- 
fter  juftice  according  to  the  laws  ; 
all  civil  and  military  authorities, 
of  whatever  clafs,  were  alfo  con¬ 
firmed  ad  interim ,  and  the  perfons 
of  deputies  were  declared  inviola¬ 
ble.  The  concluding  article  or- 
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dered  that  the  Regency  be  imme¬ 
diately  made  acquainted  with  the 
decree,  and  forthwith  pafs  to  the 
hall  to  take  the  oath  appointed. 
It  was  between  ten  and  eleven  at 
night  when  the  decree  paffied,  and 
a  deputation  was  fent  to  fummon 
the  regents.  About  an  hour  after 
they  arrived  with  the  exception 
of  the  bifhop  of  Orenfe  ;  for  whofe 
abfence  the  weak  ftate  of  that  pre¬ 
late’s  health,  and  the  latenefs  of  the 
hour  were  urged  in  apology  for 
his  abfence.  It  was  foon  under- 
flood  that  the  real  caufe  of  it  was 
a  confcientious  fcruple  refpefting 
the  doctrine  of  the  national  fove¬ 
reignty  as  laid  down  by  the  cortes. 
The  other  four  regents  took  the 
oath  as  prefcribed,  and  their  vene¬ 
rable  colleague  ceafed  thenceforth 
to  aft  as  one  of  the  council.  By 
a  fecond  decree  (Sept.  25)  it  was 
ordered  that  the  cortes  fhould  be 
addrefled  by  the  title  of  majefly, 
and  the  executive  power  by  that 
of  highnefs,  and  the  commanders 
in  chief,  captains  general  of  pro¬ 
vinces,  archbifhops  and  bifhops, 
tribunals,  juntas,  and  all  other  au¬ 
thorities  civil  military  and  ecclefl- 
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aftic,  were  dire&ed  to  take  an 
oath  of  obedience  to  the  cortes. 

The  claufe  refpe&ing  the  re- 
fponflbility  of  the  executive  power 
feems  to  have  occafioned  fome  em- 
barrafi’ment  to  the  regency.  They 
addrefled  a  memorial  to  the  cortes, 
g  in  which,  after  ex 
ing  their  deep  refpeft  for 
the  laws,  and  their  anxiety  for  the 
proper  performance  of  the  arduous 
functions  entrufted  to  their  charge, 
they  requeued  fome  explanation 
of  that  article  of  the  decree  by 
which  it  was  appointed  that  the 
Council  of  Regency  fhould,  for 
the  prefent,  continue  to  exercife 
the  executive  power  under  refpon- 
fibility  conformably  to  the  laws. 
((  The  Council  of  Regency,5*  they 
obferved,  could  not  llir  a  lingle 
ftep  in  the  difficult  career  of  autho¬ 
rity  intruded  to  it,  without  know¬ 
ing  before-hand  the  precife  limits 
of  the  refponfibility  to  which  the 
decree  fubjeds  them — for  how 
could  they  regulate  themfelves  by 
it  if  they  knew  neither  its  latitude 
nor  the  boundaries  by  which  it  is 
circumfcribed  ?  If  iqbe  not  clearly 
and  diftindly  pointed  out,  what 
are  the  obligations  of  the  executive 
power,  and  what  the  powers  con¬ 
ceded  to  it,  the  refponfibility  ex- 
prefled  in  the  decree  will  remain 
for  ever  without  effed.  The  an¬ 
cient  laws  had  drawn  no  line  of 
diftindion  between  the  two  pow¬ 
ers,  and  the  Council  of  Regency 
muft  be  in  continual  danger  on  the 
one  hand,  of  exerting  an  autho¬ 
rity  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
cortes,  might  not  be  included  in 
the  attributes  of  the  executive; 
or  on  the  other,  of  omitting  to 
exert  the  powers  which  it  necef- 
farily  involves,  and  the  free  and 
expeditious  exercife  of  which  was, 


at  this  time,  more  neceflary  than 
ever.  The  cortes  merely  replied, 
that  “  as  their  decree  they  had 
not  limited  the  powers  which  are 
proper  to  the  executive,  and  that 
till  a  regulation  be  formed  to  mark 
them  out,  the  regency  was  to  ex¬ 
ercife  all  the  powers  which  were 
neceflary  to  the  defence,  fecurity, 
and  adminiftration  of  the  ftate, 
under  the  prefent  critical  circum- 
ftances.5*  It  was  added,  that  the 
refponfibility  attached  to  the  re¬ 
gents  went  only  to  exclude  that 
abfolute  inviolability  which  be¬ 
longed  to  the  facred  perfon  of  the 
king. 

One  of  the  earlieft  meafures  of 
the  cortes  was  a  kind  of  felf- 
denying  ordinance,  fimilar  to  that 
which  had  been  pafled  by  the  long 
parliament  in  England.  On  the 
29th  of  September,  Don  Antonio 
Capmany,  deputy  for  Catalonia, 
moved  a  decree,  declaring  that  it 
fhould  not  be  lawful  for  any  depu¬ 
ties  or  members  of  the  cortes,  whe¬ 
ther  in  this  or  any  future  eongrefs, 
during  the  time  they  perform  the 
functions  of  deputies,  and  within 
two  years  after  to  folicit  or  accept 
either  for  himfelf  or  any  other 
perfon,  any  employ,  penfion,  dif. 
tin&ion,  or  favour,  from  the  pre¬ 
fent  or  any  fubfequent  executive 
government.  Don  Francifeo  de 
la  Heurta,  fupplementary  member 
for  Burgos,  hated  that  the  fame 
idea  had  occurred  to  him,  and  that 
he  had  actually  prepared  the  form 
of  a  decree  to  that  effect,  which 
on  the  day  before  he  had  commu¬ 
nicated  to  Capmany.  'The  latter 
immediately  produced  the  proje<5t 
alluded  to,  which  appeared  upon 
the  reading  to  be  more  rigorous 
than  the  decree  propofed  by  Cap- 
many,  as  it  fttbjedted  any  deputy 

who 
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who  folicited  any  employment  for 
a  kinfman,  within  the  fourth  de-^ 
gree,  to  expulflon  from  the  cortes, 
and  farther  deprived  him  for  four 
years  of  his  elective  right,  and  of 
the  capacity  of  being  eledied.  The 
milder  meafure  was  put  to  the 
vote  and  carried  by  a  confidera- 
ble  majority,  with  the  addition  of 
this  important  claufe,  t(  excepting 
fuch  employs  as  are  obtained  by 
feniority,  or  granted  for  notorious 
extraordinary  fervices  rendered  to 
the  country,  and  which,  in  the 
eftimation  of  the  cortes,  fhall  de- 
(erve  an  extraordinary  reward.” 
By  a  fubfequent  vote,  moreover, 
the  prohibition  to  obtain  employs 
was  limited  to  one  year  after  the 
performance  of  the  fun&ions  of 
deputies  fhall  have  ceafed.  Upon 
1  the  motion  of  Brigadier 
Gonzalez,  member  for 
Jaen,  a  committee  was  appointed 
for  inquiring  into  the  belt  means 
of  promoting  the  defpatch  of  caufes 
pending  before  the  tribunals  ;  and 
foon  after,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion  of  the  committee,  it 
was  decreed  that  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  vibration  of  all  the 
prifons  {hould  forthwith  be  made 
by  the  refpedfive  judicial  autho¬ 
rities,  and  the  perfons  accufed 
brought  to  trial  with  as  little  de¬ 
lay  as  poflible  ;  it  was  alfo  order¬ 
ed  that  for  the  future,  the  tribu¬ 
nals  (hould,  every  two  months, 
tranfmit  through  the  regency  to 
the  cortes,  accounts  of  all  the  cau¬ 
fes  pending  in  the  feveral  courts, 
and  of  the  perfons  in  confinement. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  feflion, 
Arguelles,  one  of  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  members  of  the  aflembly, 
rofe  to  call  its  attention  to  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  greateft  importance, 
and  which  he  looked  upon  as  a  ne- 


ceffary  preliminary  to  the  falva- 
tion  of  the  country  ;  he  meant  the 
political  liberty  of  the  prefs.  He 
moved  the  appointment  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  prepare  a  report  upon 
this  fubjedt. 

The  motion  was  warmly  fup- 
ported  by  Torrero,  an  ecclefiaftic, 
who  obferved,  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  that  the  cortes  fhould  proceed 
in  a  courfe  oppofite  to  that  which 
the  central  junta  had  taken,  fub- 
ftituting  for  the  criminal  filence 
and  myfterious  condudf  of  that 
government,  the  publicity  of  their 
fittings,  and  the  liberty  of  writing 
upon  political  fubje&s.  The  pub¬ 
lic  had  a  right;  it  was  even  their 
duty  to  intereft  themfelves  in  the 
condud  of  their  reprefentatives, 
and  to  warn  them  of  the  errors 
which  they  might  notice  in  their 
proceedings,  and  this  warning 
could  only  be  given  through  the 
medium  of  the  prefs.  The  motion 
was  carried  almoft  unanimoufly. 
When  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  prefented,  Tenreyro,  deputy 
for  Santiago,  oppofed  the  difcuf- 
fion,  fuggeliing  that  it  was  not 
right  to  debate  a  matter  fo  im¬ 
portant  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  deputies  who  were  bill  want¬ 
ing.  Mexia,  the  member  for 
Santa  Fe  de  Bagota,  obferved, 
that  as  the  aflembly,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  thofe  perfons,  had  deter¬ 
mined  the  great  queftion  of  the 
national  Sovereignty,  it  was  furely 
competent  to  enter  upon  that  of 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  Arguel- 
les  contended,  that  whatever  light 
had  fpread  itfelf  over  Europe,  ori¬ 
ginated  in  the  liberty  of  the  prefs ; 
that  nations  had  rifen  in  propor* 
tion  as  that  liberty  had  been  more 
or  lefs  complete  among  them  ;  it 
was  the  want  of  a  free  communi¬ 
cation 
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cation  of  ideas  that  had  given 
the  tyrant  arms  for  their  deftruc- 
tion.  The  Englifh  gave  freedom 
to  the  pen  and  to  the  prefs,  and 
thus  they  difentangled  and  eflab- 
lifhed  their  principles ;  thus  they 
unveiled  the  plots  of  their  enemies, 
and  refuted  their  fophifms ;  their 
people  were  inflru&ed,  and  no 
longer  liable  to  thofe  delufions, 
the  prevalence  of  which  had  been 
fo  fatal  to  Spain.  Had  Spain  en¬ 
joyed  a  well  regulated  liberty  of 
the  prefs,  could  Ihe  have  been  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  political  fituation  of 
France  when  (he  ligned  the  infa¬ 
mous  peace  of  Bade  ?  Her  go¬ 
vernment,  directed  by  a  favourite 
as  ftupid  as  he  was  corrupt,  was 
incapable  of  underftanding  the  in- 
terells  of  Spain  ;  it  abandoned  it- 
felf  with  blind  fubferviency  to  all 
the  fucceffive  governments  of 
France;  and  from  the  convention 
to  the  empire  it  followed  all  the 
viciffitudes  of  their  revolution, 
until  the  fatal  moment  when  the 
fortrelfes  of  Spain  were  delivered 
up  to  the  enemy,  and  the  armies  of 
the  perfidious  invader  were  in  the 
heart  of  the  monarchy.  Could  all 
this  have  been  had  the  liberty  of 
political  difcuffion  exifted  ?  Till 
that  moment  it  was  not  allowed  for 
any  one  to  fpeak  of  the  French 
government  with  lefs  fubmiffion 
than  our  own,  and  not  to  admire 
Buonaparte  was  one  of  the  greateft 
of  crimes. ”  The  principle,  how¬ 
ever  ably  enforced  by  the  mod 
enlightened  members  of  the  affem- 
bly,  met  with  confiderable  oppo- 
fition  from  thofe  whofe  prejudices 
upon  the  fubjedl  were  too  deep 
rooted  to  admit  of  fuch  early 
change  of  opinion.  It  was  urged, 
as  it  had  often  been  before  with 
reference  to  the  fame  point,  that  it 


was  better,  when  pradlicable,  to 
prevent  the  commiflion  of  an  evil 
than  to  punifh  it  when  committed. 
“If  a  book,”  fa  id  one  of  the 
deputies,  “  he  publifhed  againfl 
religion,  or  againfl  good  morals, 
it  may  indeed  be  fupprefled,  and 
the  author  punifhed  ;  but  who  can 
undo  the  evil  which  it  has  already 
done  by  its  pernicious  tenets?”  It 
was  pertinently  alked  in  reply,  by 
Gallego,  “  If  I  chufe  to  wear  a 
fword,  will  any  one  fay  that  my 
hands  ought  to  be  tied  left  I  fhould 
commit  a  murder?  or  that  I  ought 
to  be  confined  to  my  houfe  becaufe 
if  1  go  into  the  ftreet  I  may  rob  a 
man  ?  Free  will  is  given  to  all, 
and  as  we  know  what  is  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  tranfgreffion,  we  en¬ 
deavour  not  to  tranfgrefs.” 

In  anfwer  to  thofe  who  had  con® 
tended  that  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
was  dangerous  to  religion,  and 
had  cited  in  exemplification  of 
their  pofition  what  had  happened 
in  France,  Oliveros,  one  of  the 
members  for  Eftremadura,  obferv- 
ed,  that  it  was  true  that  they  had 
feen  in  France  the  fatal  effedls  of  a 
liberty  which  favoured  all  that  was 
wicked,  and  fought  nothing  that 
was  good.  The  revolutionifts  de® 
figning  the  ruin  of  morality,  had 
let  loofe  a  torrent  of  blafphemy 
and  licentioufnefs,  which  fubverted 
the  edifice  of  civil  fociety,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  elofed  the 
prefs  againfl  whatever  could  tend 
to  the  re-ellablifhment  of  religion 
and  order.  What  Spain  required 
was  the  reverfe  of  this — (he  would 
give  play  to  all  honourable  fenti- 
ments. 

Arguelles  dwelt  particularly 
upon  the  example  of  England. 
Spain,  he  faid,  had  never  been 
free ;  fhe  had  lain  for  ages  in 

bonds, 
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bonds,  infulted  and  opprefled  by  a 
feriesof  governments,  who  defpifed 
the  wifhes  of  the  people*  The 
morals  of  the  nation  withered  un¬ 
der  their  influence,  and  the  glory 
of  Spain  had  funk  in  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion  with  its  liberty.  How  dif¬ 
ferent  was  her  prefent  flate,  how 
different  the  principles  of  her  paft 
conduct,  when  compared  with  thofe 
of  England ;  that  great  and  ge¬ 
nerous  nation,  where  the  pureft 
public  morality  prevailed,  where 
the  holy  bonds  of  nature  and  of 
the  conjugal  union  were  revered  ; 
that  nation,  which  though  com¬ 
bated  by  dangers,  both  within  and 
without,  had  attained  that  con- 
fummation  of  glory  in  which  fire 
now  flood  ;  that  nation,  which  af¬ 
ter  fo  long  a  period  of  hoftility, 
no  fooner  beheld  the  daybreak  of 
their  liberty,  than  (he  opened  her 
arms  to  us,  and  fpared  no  facrifice 
for  fupporting  it.  That  nation, 
to  which  indeed  we  owe  little  lefs 
than  our  exillence,  and  yet  the 
character,  the  power,  the  great- 
nefs,  of  this  mighty  nation,  had 
fprung  from  that  very  liberty  for 
which  they  were  now  contending.” 

Don  Jayme  Creus,  deputy  for 
Catalonia,  propofed  the  ellablifh- 
ment  of  a  cenforfhip.  Arguelles 
deprecated  the  fubje&ing  of  inte- 
rells  of  fuch  importance  to  the  ar¬ 
bitrary  will  of  any  men.  Cen- 
fors,  however  fele&ed,  would  not 
be  exempt  from  error,  or  from 
iinifler  views.  They  were  human, 
and  had  therefore  pafftons  and  pre¬ 
judices  to  gratify  and  follow. — 
Could  we  then  trufl  liberty  and 
literature  to  thofe  who  might  fup- 
prefs  what  writings  they  pleafed  ? 

Torrero  acknowledged  the  in¬ 
conveniences  attaching  to  an  un¬ 
reft  rained  prefs,  but  obferved,  that 


in  this,  as  in  mofl  human  affair^ 
it  was  only  by  a  comparifon  of 
advantages  and  difad  vantages  that 
we  could  decide.  An  Inquifitor- 
General  of  Spa’n  was  defirous  of 
tranflating  the  Bible  into  Spanifh  : 
to  the  invedive  which  his  propo¬ 
rtion  had  called  forth  againft  him, 
he  replied  :  is  I  do  nor  doubt  that 
it  has  its  objections,  but  is  it  ufe- 
ful,  weighing  the  evil  againft  the 
good  ?”  Such  was  precifely  the 
prefent  cafe.  Had  the  inquifitor 
efFeded  his  purpofe,  we  fhould 
have  been  indebted  to  him  for  the 
good,  to  our  own  nature  for  the 
evil.  But,  it  is  faid,  that  works 
may  be  publifhed  againft  religion. 
I  dare  fay  that  in  our  evening 
parties  the  converfation  may  fre¬ 
quently  turn  upon  religion  ;  but  if 
there  be  one  who  laughs  at,  or 
blafphemes  it,  twenty  advocates 
immediately  appear  to  fupport  it  ; 
and  thus  would  it  be  with  the  prefs. 

The  firft  article  of  the  pro¬ 
pofed  decree  was  originally  word¬ 
ed  as  follows :  u  The  general  and 
extraordinary  cortes,  confidering 
that  the  privilege  of  citizens  to 
publifh  their  thoughts  and  reflec¬ 
tions  is  not  only  a  reftraint  upon 
the  arbitrarinefs  of  thofe  who  go¬ 
vern,  but  alfo  a  means  of  inftrud- 
ing  the  nation  in  general,  and  the 
only  way  of  obtaining  a  true 
knowledge  of  public  opinion,  have 
decreed  as  follows  :  all  bodies  and 
individual  perfons,  of  whatever 
condition  and  Hate,  are  at  liberty 
to  write,  print,  and  publifh  their 
fentiments,  without  the  neceftity 
of  any  licenfe,  revifion,  or  appro¬ 
bation  previous  to  the  publi¬ 
cation,  under  the  reflriftions  and 
refponfibilities  which  we  laid 
down  in  the  prefent  decree.'* 
Garcia  Herreros  propofed,  as  an 

amend* 
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amendment,  to  infer t  the  word  p o- 
litical  in  the  above  article,  thus 
excluding  religious  fubjeds  from 
the  intended  freedom  of  difcuffion. 
A  warm  debate  followed,  in  which 
Arguelles  and  Torrero  again  dif- 
tin^uifhed  themfelves  in  the  caufe 
of  unreftrided  and  univerfal  liber¬ 
ty  ;  but  the  general  fentiment  on 
this  point  was  againft  them,  and 
the  claufe  was  accordingly  modi¬ 
fied  according  to  the  fuggeftion  of 
Herreros.  Thus  amended,  the 
article  was  carried  by  68  votes 
againft  3 2. 

By  the  following  articles  of  the 
decree,  all  exifting  tribunals  of 
fhe  prefs,  and  all  cenforfhip  of 
political  works,  previous  to  their 
being  printed,  were  declared  to  be 
abolifhed.  But  authors  and  prin¬ 
ters  were  declared  to  be  reflec¬ 
tively  refponfible  for  the  abufe  of 
this  liberty  and  all  defamatory 
libels,  writings  fubverfive  of  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  monar¬ 
chy,  and  fuch  as  were  contrary  to 
public  decorum  and  morals,  were 
to  be  punilhed  according  to  laws 
that  fhould  be  preferibed  for  that 
purpofe.  Authors  and  editors 
were  not  obliged  to  affix  their 
names  to  their  works,  but  were  to 
make  them  known  to  the  printer, 
who  fhould  otherwife  undergo  the 
punilhment  properly  attaching  to 
the  author.  Printers  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  put  their  names  and  qua¬ 
lities,  and  the  year  of  impreffion, 
on  every  thing  they  printed  ;  a 
falfification  of  any  of  thefe  parti¬ 
culars  being  equally  punifhable 
with  their  pofitive  omiffion. 

The  molt  objedionable  claufes 
of  the  decree  are  thofe  that  follow. 
All  writings  on  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion  remained  fubjed  to  the  pre¬ 
vious  cenfure  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
Vol.  LI1.  or  V ol.  X.  New  i 


ordinaries,  according  to  the  regu¬ 
lations  of  the  Council  of  Trent* 
and  the  printers  of  any  writings  on 
thofe  fubjeds  fhould  be  liable  to  a 
certain  fin?,  without  prejudice  to 
the  penalties  that  might  attach  to 
the  injurious  nature  of  the  work 
itfelf.  By  the  thirteenth  article, 

“  to  fecure  the  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
and  at  the  lame  time  to  jeftrain 
its  abufe,"  the  cortes  were  to  ap¬ 
point  a  fupreme  junta  of  cenfor- 
Ihip,  which  was  to  decide  with 
the  government,  compofed  of  nine 
individuals  ;  and  upon  their  pro- 
pofition  a  limilar  junta  was  to  be 
eftablifhed  in  every  provincial  ca¬ 
pital,  cofifting  of  five  members. 
Three  of  the  nine,  and  two  of  the 
five  members,  were  to  be  eccle- 
fiaftics,  the  others  feculars  ;  and 
all  to  be  perfons  of  talent,  pro¬ 
bity,  and  information.  Their  duty 
was  to  examine  fuch  works  as 
were  denounced  by  the  executive 
power,  or  other  tribunals,  and,  in 
cafe  they  thought  fit,  they  might 
authorife  the  judges  to  flop  the 
fale,  and  colled  the  copies  fold.  A 
right  of  appeal  from  the  provincial 
to  the  fupreme  junta,  lay  with  the 
author,  or  printer,  and  if  the  Iaft 
tribunal  confirmed  the  decifion,  he 
might  call  upon  it  to  revife  its 
fentence  ;  but  its  fecond  opinion 
was  decifive.  The  ordinary  was^ 
reftrained  from  refufing  his  licenfe 
to  the  printing  of  books  upon  reli¬ 
gion,  without  previous  examina¬ 
tion,  and  hearing  the  perfon  inte- 
refted  ;  and  in  cafe  permiffion  to 
print  fiiould  ft  ill  be  refufed,  the 
author  might  apply  to  the  fupreme 
junta,  who,  if  they  approved  of 
the  work,  fhould  tranfmit  their 
opinion  to  the  ordinary,  in  order 
that  being  more  enlightened  upon 
the  fubjed,  he  might  grant  a  li- 
;iues.  [O]  eemfc 
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cenfe  if  he  thought  good,  in  order 
to  prevent  further  applications. 
What  the  nature  of  thefe  further 
applications  was,  does  not  appear. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  fpecific  ten¬ 
dency  of  thefe  boards  of  cenfure 
was  to  delfroy  that  liberty  which 
the  former  articles  of  the  decree 
had  profetTed  to  beftow,  and  con- 
flituted  as  they  were*  it  would, 
perhaps,  have  been  preferable  had 
they  exercifed  their  cenfure  pre¬ 
vious  to  publication.  It  does  not 
feem  that  the  author,  or  printer,, 
would  have  loft  in  freedom  by  this 
arrangement,  and  unqueftionably 
he  would  have  been  lefs  liable  to 
vexation. 

Early  in  the  ftruggle,  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  who  had  lately  mar¬ 
ried  a  daughter  of  the  King  of  Si¬ 
cily,  and  refided  at  Palermo,  had 
offered  his  fervices  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  The  central  junta  had 
thought  proper  to  decline  them. 

Mar  r,  but  (he  regenc>r-  foon 
after  their  acceftion  to 

the  government,  invited  him  to 

take  the  command  in  the  provinces 

bordering  on  France,  imagining, 

it  would  feem,  that  the  prefence  of 

a  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 

and  who  had  moreover  given  fuffi- 

cient  proofs  of  courage,  a&ivity, 

and  capacity,  would  animate  the 

Spanifh  armies,  and  poffibly  occa- 

fion  fome  embarraffment  to  thofe 

of  the  enemy.  The  ftate  of  affairs 

in  Spain  was  now  very  different 

from  what  they  had  been  at  the 

time  the  duke  firft  made  the  offer. 

However,  he  did  not  hefitate  to 

obey  the  call.  Early  in  June  he 

went  to  Malta,  from  whence  he 

proceeded  to  Tarragona,  where 

immediately  upon  his  arrival  he 

publifhed  a  proclamation,  inviting 

ail  true  Frenchmen,  as  well  as  Spa¬ 


niards,  to  join  the  ftandard  which 
he  raifed  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the 
tyranny  that  opprefled  both  na¬ 
tions.  After  a  fhort  flay  in  Cata¬ 
lonia,  he  proceeded  to  Cadiz?  for 
the  purpofe  of  conferring  with  the 
regency  and  the  Englifh  com¬ 
mander.  At  Cadiz,  as  at  Tarra¬ 
gona,  he  was  received  with  all  the 
honours  due  to  his  rank,  but  the 
cortes,  it  appears,  did  not  conft- 
der  the  queftion  of  his  command  in 
the  fame  point  of  view  as  the  re¬ 
gency.  A  private  fitting  was  held 
upon  the  bufinefs,  the  refult  of 
which  was,  that  foon  after  (OdL 
3,)  the  duke  reimbarked  in  a  Spa. 
nifti  frigate  for  Sicily. 

The  prefen t  regency  had  been 
unpopular  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  period  of  their  admi- 
niftration,  and  not  long  after,  (Gift, 
28,)  the  cortes  difplaced  them? 
aligning  as  a  caufe  the  repeated 
intreaties  which  they  had  addrefled 
to  the  cortes,  to  be  relieved  from 
the  burthen  of  government.  It  is 
probable  that  fuch  was  really  the 
feeling  of  the  regents ;  but  in  this 
cafe  the  fubfequent  proceedings  of 
the  cortes  is  not  very  intelligible. 
By  a  decree,  palled  Nov.  28,  they 
were  ordered  to  give  in  an  account 
of  their  adminiftration  within  two 
months,  with  a  view  to  their  fu¬ 
ture  trial;  and  foon  after,  Dec. 
17th,  by  another  mandate  of  the 
affembly,  they  were  compelled  to 
leave  the  Ifle  of  Leon  ;  the  places 
of  their  refpedtive  refidence  elfe- 
where  being  fpecifically  afiigned. 

The  new  council  of  regency 
confided  of  three  perfons  inftead  of 
five.  Thefe  were  Blake,  at  that 
time  commanding  in  Murcia  ;  Don 
Pedro  Agar,  a  naval  officer  :  and 
Don  Gabrial  Cifcar,  governor  of 
Canhagena.  Blake  and  Cifcar  were 

'  '  •  '  'then 
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then  abfent,  and  until  their  arrival 
the  Marquefs  del  Palacio  and  Don 
Jofef  Maria  Puig  were  fele&ed  to 
a6t  in  their  room.  On  the  28th  of 
Ofrober  they  entered  the  hall  of 
the  affembly  to  take  the  oath 
which  had  been  preferibed  at  the 
firft  day  of  the  feffions.  Agar  took 
it  in  the  proper  form.  The  Mar¬ 
quefs  del  Palacio,  who  followed, 
readily  fwore  to  the  two  firft  arti¬ 
cles  of  the  formula,  but  to  the 
third  he  added,  <c  I  do  fwear,  with¬ 
out  prejudice  to  the  oaths  I  have 
already  taken  to  king  Ferdinand 
VlL"  It  feems  that  the  fame 
prejudice  was  operating  on  his 
mind,  as  had  influenced  the  Bifhop 
of  Orenfe  on  the  fame  occaflon. 
The  prefident  told  the  marquefs 
that  the  ad  admitted  of  no  more 
words  than  thofe  fet  down,  (i  I 
acknowledge  and  fwear,”  and  the 
fecretary  was  ordered  to  read  the 
formula  to  him  a  fecond  time. 
Palacio  replied,  that  he  did  not 
refufe  to  take  the  oath,  but  that 
he  made  the  addition  to  it  to  quiet 
his  confcience  ;  he  was  about  to 
explain  himfelf  further,  when  it 
was  refolved  that  he  fhould  be 
heard  after  the  remaining  regent 
had  been  fworn.  He  then  faid, 
that  he  was  ready  to  take  the  oath 
in  the  form  eftabliftied,  provided 
thofe  deputies  who  were  verfed  in 
theological  points  would  aflure 
him  that  he  might  do  it  without 
fcruple.  He  meant  only  to  infure 
ftill  more  the  purport  of  the  oath 
itfelf,  conformably  to  thofe  which 
he  had  fo  often  taken  to  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  and  he  added,  that  he  had 
never  doubted  the  fovereignty  of 
the  nation  affembled  in  its  cortes. 
Thefe  fcruples  on  the  part  of  Pa¬ 
lacio  might  have  been  miftaken,  or 
unneceflfary,  but  it  was  impoffible 


to  mi  ft  ru  ft  their  corfcientioufneft, 
and  as  fueh  it  is  difficult  to  under- 
Hand  how  the  cortes  could  take  of¬ 
fence  at  the  avowal  of  them.  The 
marquefs  was  immediately  ordered 
into  cufto'dy,  and  a  long  difeuffion 
took  place  on  the  motion,  when 
he  was  declared  to  have  loft  the 
confidence  of  the  nation,  and  the 
Marquefs  de  Caftelar  was  fhortly 
after  appointed  in  his  place.  By  a 
fubfequent  degree,  both  this  cafe 
and  that  of  the  Bilhop  of  Orenfe, 
were  to  be  fubmitted  to  judges  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  regency,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  Palacio,  who  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  confined  to  his  houfe, 
was  to  continue  as  a  prifoner  at 
large  upon  his  parole  in  the  Ifle  of 
Leon. 


The  other  difeoffions  which  took 
place  in  th*»  cortes,  before  the  clofe 
of  the  year,  were  comparatively 
not  important.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  feflion  a  committee  had 
been  formed  of  the  r  f- 
American  deputies,  to  ^ ^  *  2  * 
confider  of  the  beft  mode  of  tranf- 
mitting  to  that  portion  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy  the  decrees  iffued  by  the 
cortes.  In  the  report  which  they 
prefented,  they  produced  the  plan 
of  four  decrees,  by  which,  among 
other  matters,  they  propofed  to 
regulate  the  reprefentation  of  the 
American  provinces  upon  the  fame 
principle  as  that  adopted  in  Spain 
itfelf,  viz.  that  there  fhould  be 
one  deputy  for  every  50,000  fouls, 
including  in  this  number  the  cafts 
with  fuch  as  were  freemen.  The 
debates  upon  this  fubjeift,  how¬ 
ever,  may  more  conveniently  be 
given  in  our  hiftorical  abftraft  for 
the  fuceeeding  year.  Upon  the 

E v  a  —  \t 

Nov.  19. 


fuceeeding 
motion  of  Don 
rifto  Perez  de  Caftro, 
deputy  for  Valladolid,  it  was  de- 
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creed,  by  acclamation,  that  lt  a 
public  monument  fhould  be  ereded 
to  George  III.  in  teftimony  of 
the  national  gratitude  which  the 
Spanifh  nation  felt  for  a  fovereign 
fo  auguft  and  generous,  as  well  as 
for  the  invincible  Englifh  nation, 
who  have  taken  fo  great  an  intereft 
in  the  glorious  defence  of  Spain.” 
The  cortes  took  occafion,  in  the 
fame  inftrument,  again  to  i(  de¬ 
clare  that  the  Spanifh  nation  would 
not  laydown  their  arms  till  they  had 
fecured  their  independence  and  the 
abfolute  integrity  of  the  monarchy- 
in  both  hemifpheres,  without  the 
fimalleft  difinembertnent,  and  reftor- 
ed  to  their  king  Ferdinand  VII. " 

A  rumour  had  been  circulated 
that  Buonaparte,  defpairing  of 
overcoming  the  repugnance  of  the 
Spaniards  to  acknowledge  his  bro¬ 
ther  as  their  king,  'was  about  to 
withdraw  him  from  his  unhappy 
dignity  and  reftore  Ferdinand,  as 
a  more  efficient  inftrument  for  the 
management  of  the  peninfula.  This 
report  teems  to  have  gained  fume 
ground,  for  the  2pth  of  December 
a  deputy,  of  the  name  of  Banul, 
moved  in  the  cortes,  that  all  ads 
and  treaties  made  by  a  king  of 
Spain  in  a  date  of  captivity  fhould 
be  declared  null  and  void.  The 
motion  was  fupported  by  Arguel- 
les,  who  obferved,  that  Ferdinand, 
young  as  he  was,  and  educated  as 
he  had  been,  might  by  the  artifice 
or  violence  of  the  tyrant  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  contrad  one  of  thofe 
marriages  which  had  proved  the 
fource  of  inexhauftibie  calamities 
to  Spain.  Might  not  Buonaparte 
then  fend  him  back  furrounded  by 
his  fatellires  and  advifers,  many 
of  whom  unfortunately  were  Spa¬ 


niards,  accompanied  with  an  army 
apparantly  national :  and  ought 
they  in  fuch  a  cafe  to  hefitate  a 
moment  how  to  ad  ?  The  cortes 
were  bound  by  oath  to  preferve 
the  independence  and  integrity  of 
the  nation;  they  mull  keep  that 
oath,  or  be  buried  under  its  ruins., 
Gallego  propofed,  that  in  cafe 
Ferdinand  fhould  cede  any  of  the 
Spanifh  provinces  to  France,  all 
perfons  obeying  his  proclamation 
fhould  be  declared  traitors;  and 
other  members  afferted,  that  if  he 
returned  with  arms  in  his  hand,  or 
under  Buonaparte's  diredion,  he 
fhould  be  met  as  an  enemy,  and 
w?ar  carried  on  againfl  him  under 
the  back  flag.  A  decree  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  iffued  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  new  year,  by  which  the  cortes 
declared,  that  having  already  pro¬ 
nounced  null  and  of  no  effed  the 
renunciation  which  Ferdinand  had 
made  at  Bayonne,  not  merely  be- 
caufe  of  his  want  of  liberty  at  the 
time,  but  for  want  of  the  eflential 
and  indifpenfable  confent  of  the 
nation  ;  they  now,  in  like  manner, 
declared  null  all  ads,  treaties,  or 
conventions,  of  every  kind,  which 
the  king  might  authorize  while  he 
remained  in  his  prefent  ftate  of  re¬ 
ft  raint,  whether  in  France  or  in 
Spain,  fo  long  as  he  was  furround¬ 
ed  by  the  arms,  and  under  the  di- 
red  or  indited  influence  of  the 
ufurper.  Every  contravention  of 
this  decree  would  be  held  as  an  ad 
of  hoftility  againfl:  the  country, 
and  the  Spanifh  nation  would  never 
lay  down  their  arms  nor  liflen  to 
any  propofition  for  accommodation 
of  any  kind  till  Spain  had  been 
completely  evacuated  by  the  ene¬ 
my. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

$Var  in  Portugal.  Degraded  State  of  the  Portuguefe  Military.  Meafures 
taken  to  difcipline  and  re-organize  them.  Amount  of  the  Forces  colie  died 
for  the  I nv a fon  of  Portugal .  Siege  of  Ajiorga  by  the  French.  Fall  of 

the  Place ,  after  a  gallant  Defence.  Ciudad  Rodrigo  irivefed.  Capi¬ 
tulation  of  the  Governor .  Circumftances  which  prevented  Lord  Wel¬ 
lington’ s  Advance  to  its  Relief.  Movemements  from  Gallicia.  Siege  of 
Almeida .  Lord  Wellington’ s  P  f  iion .  The  Britifh  Outpofs  retire. 

Affair  of  the  Coa.  Mafena’s  Proclamation  to  the  Portuguefe.  Strength 
and  Poftion  of  the  feveral  Corps  under  his  Command.  Loifon’s  Summons 
to  the  Governor  of  Almeida .  Lord  Wellington’ s  Proclamation  to  the  Por¬ 

tuguefe.  Situation  of  Almeida .  Commencement  of  the  Bombardment. 
Accidental  Explofon  of  the  Powder  Magazines,  and  confequent  'Def  ruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Means  of  Defence.  The  Place  fur  renders.  F  iolation  of  the 
Capitulation  by  the  French „  The  Englifh  Army  falls  back  as  the  French 
advances.  Meafures  taken  to  defray  all  Means  of  Subfi fence  for  the 
Invaders.  Line  of  March  adopted  by  Majfena.  Lord  Wellington  takes 
up  a  firong  Poftion  on  the  Sierra  of  Bnfaco .  Colonel  Trant  attacks  the 
French  Artillery.  Majfena  attacks  the  Englifh  Army  at  Bufaco.  Is 
defeated  with  great  Lofs.  Succeeds  in  turning  the  Poftion.  The  Eng - 
iijh  continue  their  Retreat.  French  enter  Coimbra.  Find  the  Englifh 
frongly  pofed  at  Torres- F ideas.  Capture  of  the  whole  of  the  French  Sick 
by  Trant ,  at  Coimbra.  Majfena  falls  back  to  Golgao  and  Pombal .  The 
Allies  follow.  Pof lions  of  the  two  Armies  at  the  End  of  the  Year* 

Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Portugal. 


|  T  had  been  eafily  underwood 
that,  whatever  might  be  the 
i  enemy’s  exertions  in  other  parts  of 
l  the  peninfula,  his  chief  efforts  in 
l  this  campaign  would  be  di refled 
to  the  expulfion  of  the  Englifh, 
i  and  the  fubjugation  of  the  country 
i  which  their  valour  had  wrenched 
I  from  his  ufurpation;  and  accord- 
:  ingly  the  defence*' of  Portugal  had 
!  early  in  the  year  engaged  the  moft 
ferious  confideration  of  govern- 
ij  ment.  It  will  have  been  feen, 
from  our  account  of  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  proceedings,  how  little 
encouragement  their  exertions  in 
;  this  refpeCt  had  received  from  the 
vaticinations  of  opposition.  Hap¬ 
pily,  .however,  the  public  feeling 


on  the  queflion  was  too  decidedly 
pronounced  to  be  either  miltaken 
or  contradicted  ;  and  minifters 
were  thus  enabled  to  carry  into 
full  effeft  the  meafures  indicated 
bv  their  own  conviction  of  the 
aCtual  nature  of  the  emergency, 
and  of  the  neceffities  connected 
with  it. 

As  it  feemed  doubtful  that  we 
fhouhl  be  able  to  affembie  on  one 
point  a  Britifh  force  adequate  to 
refill  the  numbers  that  would  pro¬ 
bably  be  directed  againlt  it  by  the 
enemy,  the  means  of  giving  effi¬ 
ciency  to  the  Portuguefe  foldiery 
became,  of  courfe,  one  of  the  firft 
fubjeCts  of  inquiry.  The  whole 
military  fyftem  of  Portugal  had 
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partaken,  asd  perhaps  more  than 
its  (hare,  of  that  decrepitude  and 
corruption  which  under  the  former 
regimen  had  fo  long  pervaded 
every  department  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Nothing  indeed  could  ex¬ 
ceed  the  degradation  to  which  the 
army  had  been  reduced ;  the  offi¬ 
cers  were  in  the  ordinary  habit  of 
kicking  and  finking  the  foldiers 
whenever  the  humour  prompted 
them,  and  were  themfelves  not  un- 
frequently  feen  in  their  uniforms 
a  Iking  charity  of  paifengers  in  the 
fireets  of  Lifibon.  The  method  of 
levy  was  the  ntoft  tyrannical  and 
arbitrary  that  has  exifted  in  any 
country.  The  fyfiern  of  difcipline 
was  equally  violent  and  ineffec¬ 
tual,  and  in  the  adminiftration  of 
the  commiffariat  and  the  hofpitals 
every  pofiible  abufe  would  feern  to 
have  prevailed.  We  have  no  room 
to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  re¬ 
forms  which  were  attempted  or 
e fretted  by  the  '  commander-in- 
chief,  Marfhal  Beresford,  Many 
of  the  evils  complained  of  were 
unqueftionably  inherent  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  fyftem  of  mif- government 
which  had  oppreffed  and  degraded 
the  country,  and  as  fuch  were,  of 
courfe,  beyond  his  means  of  cor- 
xe&ion.  Much  however  was  done, 
Both  to  reform  and  to  mitigate. 
jBritifh  officers  were  appointed  to 
nearly  all  the  higher  commands, 
and  they  diligently  exerted  them¬ 
felves  to  do  away  whatever  was 
mofi  objectionable  in  the  general 
practice  and  routine  of  their  feveral 
regiments.  The  organization  of 
the  army  was  placed  as  much  as 
pofiible  upon  the  Engliih  footing. 
An  *E  nglilh  commiffariat  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  fuperfeding  the  former 
board  of  adminifiration,  which 
feemed  to  have  been  ferioufly  qon- 


firuCted  for  the  attainment  at  once 
bf  the  double  objeCt  of  robbing 
the  peafant  and  fiarving  the  fob 
dier ;  and  exertions  were  made, 
though  with  much  lefs  effect,  to 
put  the  civil  efiablilhments  of  the 
army  under  a  better  and  more  uni¬ 
form  regulation.  The  belt  de- 
monftration  of  the  efficiency  of 
thefe  amendments  will  be  found  in 
the  narration  of  the  following 
campaigns. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year  we 
left  Lord  Wellington’s  army  en¬ 
camped  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Badajos0  The  unhealthinefs  of 
that  fituation  was  fufiiciently  prov¬ 
ed  by  the  diforders  prevalent 
among  the  troops  during  the 
greater  part  of  their  fiay  there, 
the  number  cf  fick  at  one  time 
amounting  to  nearly  9,000  men, 
exclufive  of  the  artillery  ;  fortu. 
nately,  however,  the  ficknefs  was 
not  of  a  fatal  nature,  and  when 
the  army  had  removed  to  Elvas, 
they  rapidly  recovered.  Lord 
Wellington  in  the  meanwhile  had 
leifure  to  confider  of  the  befi  means 
for  refilling  the  expeCted  approach 
of  the  French.  Of  the  three 
modes  by  which  Portugal  may  be 
invaded  it  was  not  difficult  to 
forefee  that  the  enemy  would  feleCt 
the  route  through  Beira.  To  attack 
on  the  fide  of  Gallicia  it  was  pre- 
vioufly  neceffary  to  be  in  poffeflion 
of  that  province;  and  an  advance 
by  the  way  of  Alentejo  was  pre¬ 
cluded,  not  merely  by  the  for* 
treffes  of  Elvas  and  Badajoz,  but 
by  the  general  unhealthinefs  and 
poverty  of  the  country ;  on  this 
fide,  too,  the  capital  was  effectually 
fecured  by  the  Tagus.  Meafures 
were  therefore  taken  to  meet  the 
enemy  on  the  direction  by  which  he 
could  mofi  reafoniibly  expeCt  to 

penetrate ; 
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penetrate;  the  places  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  and  Almeida  were  put, 
as  far  as  was  practicable,  in  a  ftate 
of  defence,  the  lines  near  Lifbon 
were  ftrengthened,  and  the  inter¬ 
vening  country  prepared  for  thefe 
facrifices  by  which  alone  it  w'as 
forefeen  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  in¬ 
vader  could,  under  the  circuit 
fiances  of  his  great  fuperiority  of 
force,  be  efFeCfually  precluded. 

Since  the  pacification  with 
Auftria,  in  the  preceding  autumn, 
Buonaparte  had  been  inceftkntly 
pouring  reinforcements  acrofs  the 
Pyrenees,  to  the  amount  it  is  efti- 
mated  of  at  leaft  100,000  men, 

if  '  * 

Among  thefe  were  the  eighth  and 
ninth  corps  of  the  great  army,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  large  portion  of  the 
imperial  guard.  Thefe  were  de¬ 
fined  principally  for  the  opera¬ 
tions  againft  Portugal.  The  firft 
pbjeCl  they  propofed  to  themfelves 
was  the  re-occupation  of  Leon 
and  the  reduction  of  Aftorga,  from 
which  they  had  been  expelled  in 
the  September  preceding  by  Don 
Jofef  Santocildes,  who  Rill  re¬ 
mained  in  command..  The  fieg.e 
of  this  place  was  committed  to  the 
oighth  corps,  under  Junot.  The 
works  were  folid,  though  old,  and 
of  irregular  conftruCtion,  and  fome 
new  ones  had  been  formed  to  de¬ 
fend  the  avenues  of  approach.  The 
garrifon  amounted  to  little  more 
than  3000  men,  of  whom  5  or 
600  were  on  the  fick  lift.  On  the 
21ft  of  March  the  place  was  in- 
yefted.  The  point  of  attack  fe- 
le&ed  by  the  /  enemy  was  on  the 
eaftern  fide,  and  comprehended  the 
whole  extent  between  the  two 
fubprbs  which  flank  the  town  on 
the  north  and  fouth,  and  which 
had  been  ftrongly  intrenched  by 
the  Spaniards.  The  northern  fub- 


urb  was  carried  by  aftault,  after  a 
vigorous  refiftance.  Trenches  were 
then  opened,  but  the  well-dire6led 
fire  kept  up  from  the  works,  and 
the  repeated  failles  of  the  garri¬ 
fon,  fo  retarded  the  operations  of 
the  befiegers,  that  nearly  a  month 
had  palled  over  before  they  could 
open  their  batteries;  when  at 
length  this  was  effected,  it  was 
fome  time  before  the  fire  made  any 
fenfible  impreffion  upon  the  ram¬ 
part,  the  mafonry  of  which,  not- 
withftanding  its  age,  being  (till  of 
onufual  folidity.  A  breach,  how¬ 
ever,  v/as  dfeded  by  the  Puerta 
de  Hievro ;  but  the  approach  to  it* 
was  commanded  by  a  large  edifice 
in  the  fouthern  fuburb,  from 
which  a  deftruftive  fire  was  conti¬ 
nually  poured  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  from  which  it  was  found  im. 
poiiible  to  difiodge  them,  and  by 
pulling  down  a  houie  immediately 
behind  the  breach,  a  trench  of 
confiderable  depth  was  formed  in 
its  foundations.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  junot  thought  it  pru¬ 
dent  to  propofe  terms  of  honour  to 
the  governor.  Santocildes,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  in  reply,  demanded  condi¬ 
tions  of  a  kind  altogether  inad- 
miftible,  and  his  fiarlementaire  was 
fent  back  with  a  notification  tp 
the  governor  that  the  aftault  would 
he  given  at  four  in  the  afternoon, 
and  that  the  town  and  the  garri¬ 
fon  would  be  treated  without 
mercy  if  he  expofed  them  to  this 
extremity.  The  only  reply  re¬ 
turned  to  this  was  a  cannon  Ihot, 
which  was  fired  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  afterwards,  and  pointed  ac¬ 
curately  upon  the  fpot  where  the 
Spanifh  rnefienger  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  by  Junot  in  the  midft  of 
his  ftafF,  and  where  they  were  ftill 
known  to  be  faying,  in  expecta¬ 
nt)  4]  tien 
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tion  of  the  governor's  anfwer. 
Several  perfcns  were  wounded  by 
the  ball. 

The  French  batteries  immedi¬ 
ately  renewed  the  bombardment, 
by  which  the  cathedral  and  feveral 
houfes  were  fet  on  fire ;  a  body 
then  marched  forward  to  affault 
the  breach,  but  fuffered  greatly  in 
its  advance  by  a  murderous  fire  of 
mufquetry,  in  front  and  in  flank, 
which  the  Spaniards  kept  up  fo 
well,  that  for  a  time  all  communi¬ 
cation  was  cut  off  between  the 
florming  party  and  the  body  de¬ 
fined  to  fupport  it.  After  a  de- 
fperare  conflict,  in  which  they  fuf¬ 
fered  great  lofs,  the  French  grena¬ 
diers  fucceeded  in  lodging  them- 
felves  within  two  neighbouring 
houfes  beyond  the  rampart,  where 
they  with  difficulty  defended  them- 
felves  aw  hile  from  the  fire  of  the 
befieged,  till  the  fall  of  night  ren¬ 
dered  their  fire  lefs  certain,  and 
facilitated  the  communication  with 
the  trenches.  The  Spaniards  con¬ 
tinued  the  mufquetry  during  the 
whole  night,  which  was  employed 
with  equal  diligence  by  the  French 
in  flrengthening  their  pofition  on 
the  rampart,  and  rendering  the 
breach  more  practicable.  The 
troops  polled  within  it  were  ftrong- 
]y  reinforced,  and  a  covered  way 
formed  from  the  foot  of  it  to  the 
trenches.  In  the  meanwhile  a 
council  of  war  was  affembled  with? 
in  the  town  to  deliberate  upon  the 
practicability  of  a  further  refill- 
ance.  It  was  found  that  there 
were  only  thirty  round  of  car¬ 
tridges  left  for  the  troops,  and 
eight  for  the  artillery.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  it  was  propofed 
by  fome  of  the  officers  that  an 
effort  fhould  be  made  to  cut  their 
y/ay  through  the  bcficgcrs ;  but 


the  confideration  of  the  probabk 
fate  of  the  inhabitants,  if  fo  aban¬ 
doned,  precluded  any  farther 
thought  of  fuch  an  attempt.  Next 
morning,  therefore,  an  officer  was 
fent  to  Junot,  to  negotiate  a  capi¬ 
tulation.  The  honours  of  war 
were  allowed  to  the  garrifon,  and 
fecurity  both  of  perfon  and  pro¬ 
perty  guaranteed  to  the  inhabit¬ 
ants.  The  Spaniards  allege  that 
the  French  loft  2500  men  in 
killed  alone  during  the  courfe  of 
the  liege ;  the  French  eftimate  is 
confiderably  lefs,  but  from  their 
own  account  of  the  operations 
their  lofs  muft  have  been  great. 
Some  demonftrations  had  been 
made  by  the  Qallicians  on  the  fide 
of  Villafranca,  with  the  hope  of 
diftnrbing  the  operations  of  the 
fiege,  but  they  were  effectually 
checked  by  the  covering  corps  un¬ 
der  General  Claufel. 

A  fmall  garrifon  was  left  in  AC? 
torga,  and  junot  then  moved  upon 
Salamanca,  Ney  was  already  af- 
fembling  in  Old  Caftile  the  feveral 
corps  of  Loifon,  Regnier,  Keller- 
man,  and  Montbrun ;  Marfhal 
Maffena,  the  Prince  of  Efsling, 
was  fhortly  expeCted  from  Paris, 
to  take  the  command  in  chief. 
Ivlaffena  had  the  reputation  of  be¬ 
ing  the  moft  confummate  of  $uo- 
naparte's  generals,  and  to  him,  un¬ 
der  the  title  of  commander-in¬ 
chief  of  the  provinces  of  the  north 
of  Spain,  was  efpecially  confided 
the  conduCt  of  the  army  that  was 
deftined  to  (i  drive  the  Leopard  to 
the  fea,  and  plant  the  eagles  of 
France  upon  the  walls  of  Lifbon.” 
At  the  time  of  the  inveftment  of 
Aftorga,  the  French  army  w as  en¬ 
camped  upon  the  Tonnes,  with 
their  advanced  polls  upon  the 
Agueda.  The  Englifh  head-quar¬ 
tos 
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ters  were  at  Vifeu,  and  their  ad¬ 
vanced  ports,  under  General  Crau- 
furd,  between  the  Agueda  and  the 
Coa.  Four  companies  of  the  85th 
were  at  Barba  del  Puerco,  a  vil¬ 
lage  upon  the  Agueda,  and  where 
there  is  a  bridge  communicating 
to  the  village  of  St.  Felices,  on 
the  oppofite  lide.  On  the  night  of 
the  19th  of  March,  a  French  bri¬ 
gade,  of  about  600  men,  fuddenly 
advanced  upon  the  bridge,  and 
made  our  fentries  prifoners.  An 
Englifti  piquet,  of  80  men,  imme¬ 
diately  fired  upon  the  enemy,  and 
then  fell  back.  The  French  purfued 
up  the  mountain,  but  were  eafily  re¬ 
pul  fed,  without  material  lofs  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide.  The  affair  was  not  other- 
wife  important  than  as  it  afforded 
Marfhal  Ney  an  opportunity  of  af¬ 
firming  that  he  had  routed  the  En- 
glifhatthe  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
that  we  were  already  preparing  our 
tranfports  at  Oporto  and  Lilbon. 

Upon  the  fall  of  Aftorga,  Ney 
with  the  fixth  corps  proceeded  to 
the  attack  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo. 
This  fortrefs  is  fituated  on  the 
frontier  of  Portugal,  covering  Caf- 
tile,  and  a  part  of  Eftremadura. 
Notwithftanding  the  importance 
that  had  always  been  attached  to 
it,  the  place  at  that  time  was  not 
in  the  beft  rtate  of  defence.  The 
works  were  old,  and  in  many 
points  defedive  ;  the  fituation  of 
the  town  itfelf,  though  partly  built 
upon  a  rock,  and  waffled  by  the 
Agueda,  is  difad vantageous,  as  it 
is  commanded  on  many  points, 
particularly  by  a  height,  called  the 
Tefon,  within  not  more  than  500 
fathoms  from  the  walls,  and  there 
were  no  bomb-proofs  in  the  city. 
Some  new  works  had  lately  been 
added  on  the  fide  on  which  it  is 
inoft  acceffible  ;  a  ditch  had  been 


dug,  flanked  by  two  baft  ions,  and 
exertions  were  made  to  render  the 
convents  without  the  walls  avail¬ 
able  for  the  defence  of  the  ap¬ 
proaches.  The  garrifon,  under  the 
command  of  Camp  Marftial  Don 
A.  P.  de  Herrafti,  confifted  of 
4950  men,  chiefly  of  the  new 
levies.  The  population  of  the 
town  did  not  very  much  exceed 
the  garrifon  in  numbers. 

A  body  of  6000  French  troops 
reached  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
place  on  the  25th  of  April,  and 
encamped  about  a  league  to  the 
eaftward  of  it.  A  few  days  after 
a  flmilar  body  arrived,  and  took 
up  a  pofltion  on  the  north.  On 
the  5th  and  on  the  15th  of  May 
two  more  divifions  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  place,  which  early  in 
June  was  completely  invefted.  The 
garrifon  and  armed  peafantry  of 
the  vicinity  made  fome  vigorous 
efforts  to  difpute  the  approaches 
to  the  town,  in  which  Don  Anto¬ 
nio  Camargo,  commandant  of  the 
volunteers  of  Avila,  and  Don  Ju¬ 
lian  Sanchez,  were  particularly 
diftinguiffied.  This  laft  mention¬ 
ed  perfon,  notwithftanding  his  ti¬ 
tle  of  Don ,  was  the  fon  of  a  farmer 
in  the  neighbourhood  ;  after  hav¬ 
ing  feen  his  whole  family  mafia- 
cred  by  the  French,  he  had  de¬ 
voted  his  life  to  the  work  of  ven¬ 
geance,  and  putting  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  party  of  Guerillas,  ren¬ 
dered  himfelf  in  a  (hort  time  par¬ 
ticularly  formidable  to  the  enemy. 

The  French  opened  their  trendies 
before  the  town  on  the  night  of 
the  15th  of  June  ;  the  attention  of 
the  garrifon  being  diverted  by  two 
falfe  attack*,  one  on  the  left,  and 
the  other  on  the  right  of  the  Ag¬ 
ueda,  the  ground  was  broken  with 
lefs  lofs  from  their  fire  than  would 
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otherwife  have  occurred.  The 
enemy  continued  to  pufh  on  the 
parallels,  interrupted  by  occafional 
forties  from  the  town  till  the  24th, 
on  the  evening  of  which  Maiihal 
Maflfena  arrived  to  take  the  com¬ 
mand.  Next  morning  a  battery 
of  fort^-fix  guns  opened  a  heavy 
lire  upon  the  works ;  this  was  con¬ 
tinued  without  interruption  till 
the  whole  of  the  exterior  line  of 
rampart,  oppofed  to  the  battery, 
prefented  nothing  but  a  heap  of 
ruins.  The  battery  was  upon  the 
eminence  called  the  Yefon,  but  as 
it  appeared  to  be  at  too  great  a 
diftance  from  the  body  of  the 
place,  it  was  refolved  to  remove  it 
to  the  bank  of  the  {Ireamlei  that 
flows  at  the  bottom  of  the  ravine, 
feparating  the  height  from  the 
town,  and  from  whence  the  ground 
rifes  to  the  glacis  by  a  gentle  in¬ 
clination.  This  was  effeded  ;  the 
Jine  of  attack  was  now  within 
ifixty  toifes  of  the  place,  and  the 
effects  of  the  fire  became  infinitely 
more  deciflve.  The  hopes  of  the 
garrifon  were  in  fome  meafure  kept 
bp  by  the  expedation  of  Englifh 
fuccour  ;  and  a  pried  was  deteded 
jn  endeavouring  to  make  his  way 
acrofs  the  French  camp  to  the 
Britifh  head-quarters,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  afcertaining  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton’s  intentions.  %  The  French  ge¬ 
neral  fpared  his  life  on  condition 
that  he  would  reveal  the  fignal  it 
had  been  agreed  upon  he  fhould 
inake  to  the  garrifon  in  the  event 
of  Lord  Wellington’s  declining  to 
make  any  attempt  to  raife  the 
liege. '  This  confided  of  a  certain 
number  of  fires  upon  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  hill,  which  were  accordingly 
lighted  up,  but  apparently  without 
any  effed  upon  the  refolution  of 
2 he  beficged.  About  this  time 
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Don  Julian,  who  had  thrown  him. 
felf  into  the  town  wiih  his  ca¬ 
valry,  forefeeing  that  it  could  not 
much  longer  hold  out,  refolved  to 
cut  his  way  through  the  French 
pods.  He  obferved  that  the  de¬ 
tachments  which  blockaded  the 
place  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ag- 
ueda,  and  guarded  the  road  of 
Fuente  Guinaldo,  was  unufually 
carelefs  in  its  watch,  depending 
probably  upon  the  river  which 
flowed  between,  to  proted  them 
from  any  furprife  from  the  place. 
Julian  determined  to  avail  himfelf 
of  this  remiflhefs.  Sallying  fud- 
denly  from  the  town,  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  he  croffed  the  river, 
and  fell  upon  the  French  piquets 
before  they  had  time  to  get  on 
horfeback,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
gained  the  woods  in  fafety. 

At  two  o’clock  on  the  29th, 
Marfhal  Ney  fent  in  a  flag  of 
truce,  fummoning,  as  he  dated, 
for  the  lad  time,  the  governor  to 
furrender.  (t  1  feel  pleafure,” 
faid  Ney  in  his  letter,  “  in  doing 
judice  to  your  excellent  defence, 
and  the  courage  fhewn  by  the 
troops  that  compofe  your  garrifon  ; 
but  thefe  conflderations  are  lod  to 
you  if  you  henceforth  perfid  in 
prolonging  a  ufelefs  defence  ;  and 
his  highnefs,  the  Prince  of  Efsling, 
though  with  regret,  will  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  treat  you  with  all  the 
rigour  authorized  by  the  laws  of 
war.  If  you  had  any  hope  of  be¬ 
ing  fuccoured  by  the  Englifh,  you 
are,  doubtlefs,  by  this  time  unde¬ 
ceived.  Mud  you  not,  in  fa&,  be 
convinced,  that  if  fuch  had  been 
their  intention  they  would  not  in 
order  to  its  execution  have  wait¬ 
ed  till  Ciudad  Rodrigo  fhould  be 
reduced  to  its  prefen t  deplorable 
condition.  Your  foliation,  be  af- 
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lured.  Sir,  cannot  henceforth  but  French  grenadiers,  and  a  com* 
become  worfe.  You  have  to  chufe  pany  of  Tappers,  divided  into  two 
between  an  honourable  capitula-  columns.  The  party  attacking  in 
tion,  and  the  terrible  vengeance  front  reached  the  gate  under  a 


of  a  victorious  army.’*  Herrafti 
immediately  replied,  “  that  after 
forty-nine  years  fervice  he  could 
not  but  know  the  laws  of  war  and 
his  military  duties.  The  for- 
trefs,”  he  (aid,  (i  was  not  in  a 
ftate  to  capitulate,  nor  was  there 
any  breach  formed  in  it  that 
might  compel  it  to  do  fo.  He 
could  only,  therefore,  defire  the 
enemy  to  continue  his  operations 
againft  the  place  ;  though  when¬ 
ever  circumftances  made  it  his 
duty  he  would  apply  for  terms  of 
capitulation,  after  fecuring  his  ho¬ 
nour,  which  was  dearer  to  him 
than  life.”  He  added,  t(  that  as 
the  officer  bearing  the  flag  of  truce 
had  intimated,  that  the  French 
general  would  allow  of  his  fend¬ 
ing  difpatches  to  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton,  he  was  difpofed  to  accept  of 
that  propofition.  He  requeued, 
therefore,  that  things  might  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  Jiatu  quo 
till  the  return  of  the  courier  with 
the  anfwer  of  the  Englifh  general, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  which 
he  would  regulate  his  decifion.” 
Maflena  did  not  think  proper  to 
accede  to  this,  and  the  firing  was 
recommenced. 

The  operations  of  the  befiegers 
had  been  much  galled  by  the  fire 
of  the  Spaniards  from  the  feveral 
buildings,  without  the  walls  of 
which  they  yet  kept  poflefiiori. 
Among  the  moft  important  of 
thefe  was  the  convent  of  Holy 
Crofs,  which  was  garrifoned  by 
a  company  of  fixty  men,  under  an 
officer  of  the  name  of  Caftellanos. 
They  were  attacked  at  midnight, 
on  two  points,  by  a  body  of  300 


heavy  fire,  and  finding  it  barrica- 
doed,  blew  it  open.  The  Spa¬ 
niards  retired  to  the  upper  (lories, 
from  whence  they  kept  up  a  con¬ 
tinued  fire  upon  the  French,  who 
at  length  retired,  after  fetting  fire 
to  the  building.  Caftellanos  find¬ 
ing  it  impoffible  to  remain,  efeap- 
ed  with  his  company  through  one 
of  the  higher  windows,  and  ef¬ 
fected  his  retreat  to  the  gate  of  the 
Colada.  But  perceiving  that  the; 
French h^d  extinguifhed  the  flames 
he  determined,  after  giving  a 
fhort  repofe  to  his  men,  to  return 
to  his  poft.  The  French  were 
completely  furprifed,  and  inftantly 
expelled  from  the  convent,  leaving 
158  dead  and  45  wounded  behind 
them.  The  reft  of  their  wounded 
had  been  juft  removed.  The  de¬ 
fence  and  the  recovery  of  the  con¬ 
vent  of  St.  Domingo,  was  marked 
by  circumftances  of  daring  equally 
glorious  to  the  garrifon. 

'  In  the  meantime  the  French 
puftied  forward  their  works  with 
the  utmoft  induftry,  and  an  un¬ 
remitting  bombardment  was  kept 
up  againft  the  town,  which  laid  in 
ruins  almoft  every  edifice  it  con¬ 
tained,  without  however  affeCting 
the  determination  of  the  garrifon 
and  townfmen  to  perfevere  in  the 
defence.  A  practicable  breach  was 
effeCled  by  the  2d  of  July,  but 
the  French  would  not  venture  an 
aflault.  Three  mines  were  formed 
under  the  counterfcarp,  and  the 
curtain  of  the  wall  ;  thefe  were 
blown  up  on  the  loth,  the  explo- 
fion  was  followed  by  an  inceflant 
fire  for  twelve  hours  from  all  the 
batteries,  and  every  thing  that 
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could,  impede  the  paiTage  of  the 
enemy  was  now  deftroyed.  The 
ditch  was  filled  up  ;  the  breach  was 
not  lef*  than  eighteen  or  twenty 
toifes  broad,  and  the  afcent  to  it 
was  quick  and  eafy*  Three  gre¬ 
nadiers  volunteered  to  make 
trial  of  it.  They  gained  the  fum- 
jnit  of  the  rampart  without  in¬ 
terruption,  difcharged  their  pieces, 
and  were  returning,  when  the 
white  flag  was  hoifted  ;  and,  as 
T  ,  the  French  fay,  the  gar- 

Ju  y  I0*  rjfon  furrendered  at  dif- 
cretion. .  The  fad,  however,  as 
aflerted  by  the  Spaniards  is,  that 
the  officer  fent  to  demand  terms 
of  Maffena  received  for  reply,  that 
it  was  no  time  then  for  drawing 
up  writing  ;  but  the  madkal 
pledged  his  word  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  conditions  required, 
and  it  was  upon  this  guarantee 
that  the  place  was  given  up, 
though  the  Frenchman  thought 
proper  afterwards  to  violate 
his  engagement.  On  entering 
the  town  the  enemy  ftate, 
that  they  found  the  whole  little 
elfe  than  a  mafs  of  ruins  j  not  fo 
much  as  a  fingle  houfe  remained 
Handing.  The  number  of  killed 
on  the  part  of  the  befieged,  in¬ 
cluding  the  troops  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  he  faid,  exceeded  2000. 
The  Spaniards  affirm,  that  it 
amounted  only  to  63  townfmen, 
and  237  of  the  garrifon.  The 
lofs  of  the  aflailants  muft  necefla- 
rily  have  been  very  fevere,  and 
is  faid  not  to  have  fallen  fhort  of 
9000  in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  enemy  exulted  much  in  the 
important  confequences  of  his  dear- 
bought  conqueft,  and  long  con¬ 
tinued  to  taunt  the  ina&ivity  of 
the  Engliih  general,  whofe  out¬ 
sorts.  it  was  obferved,  were, 


throughout  the  fiege  within  hear¬ 
ing  of  the  mufquetry,  and  who 
had,  never thelefs,  endured  to  fee 
it  fall  without  making  the  flight- 
eft  effort  for  its  relief.  Certainly 
no  fituaticn  could  be  more  painful 
than  that  of  Lord  Wellington 
during  the  period  in  queftion,  but 
the  circumftances  of  his  pofition 
admitted  of  no  other  alternative 
of  conduct  than  that  which  he  bad 
adopted.  With  his'  prefent  fmall 
proportion  of  Britifh  troops,  to 
have  ventured  a  battle  would  have 
been  madnefs.  He  could  as  yet 
have  little  confidence  in  his  un¬ 
tried  Portuguefe  levies,  and  the 
only  Spaniih  force  with  which  he 
was  in  communication  was  that  of 
Romana,  who  had  got  together  a 
confiderable  body  of  men  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Badajoz,  with 
which  he  managed  to  alarm  the 
enemy  in  Eftremadura  and  Anda- 
lufia,  but  which  would  have  been 
utterly  unavailable  for  any  pur- 
pofe  of  regular  co-operation. 

During  the  operations  againft 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  a  Spanifli  force 
under  General  Mahy,  had  ad¬ 
vanced  from  Gallicia,  and  block¬ 
aded  Aftorga.  Upon  the  fall  of 
the  former  city,  however,  a  force 
was  detached  fufficient  to  compel 
them  to  fall  back^  Another  de¬ 
tachment  under  General  Serra-s 
took  pofleffion  of  the  Pueblo  de 
Sanabria,  a  fmall  fortrefs  of  the 
importance  of  which  the  French 
boafted  much,  as  commanding  on 
that  fide  the  entrance  into  Portu¬ 
gal.  It  had  been  evacuated  by 
the  governor  on  the  approach  of 
the  French,  who,  after  leaving  a 
Swifs  battalion  of  4  or  500  men 
in  it,  returned  to  Mombuy.  It 
was  foon  after  inverted  by  a  Por¬ 
tuguese  force,  under  General  Sit- 
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veira,  and  was  compelled  to  fur- 
render,  after  a  defence  protra&ed 
lefs  from  the  flrength  of  the  place 
than  the  infufficiency  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  means  of  attack. 

Almeida  was  necelfarily  the  next 
ohjeft  of  the  enemy’s  operations. 
On  the  very  day  of  the  fall  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  parties  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  appeared  before 
that  place.  The  in  veil  men  t,  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  attempted  imme¬ 
diately.  Some  time  was  taken  by 
the  repairing  and  {lengthening  of 
the  fortifications  of  Rodrigo,  and 
in  waiting  for  the  return  of  the 
troops  that  efcorted  the  captured 
garrifon  to  France.  Meantime, 
however,  the  advanced  polls  of  the 
Englifh  were  driven  in  on  feveral 
points.  Lord  Wellington  had  his 
head-quarters  at  Alverca,  and  his 
army  was  polled  in  a  defenfive 
line  upon  the  Sierra  d’Ellrella,  his 
left  being  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Coa  with  the  Duero,  the  centre 
at  Celorico,  and  his  right  at  Fort 
Conception  and  Sabugal,  where  it 
communicated  wirh  the  Portuguefe 
corps  commanded  by  Marfliai  Be- 
resford.  On  the  2 ill  the  enemy 
compelled  General  Craufurd’s  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  to  fall  back  from 
Fort  Conception,  upon  a  pofition 
near  Almeida.  On  the  24th  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy,  confift- 
ing  of  3  or  4000  cavalry,  a  ftrong 
corps  of  infantry,  and  feveral 
guns,  approached  this  pofition. 
The  fourteenth  light  dragoons  im¬ 
mediately  moved  forward  to  fup- 
port  the  piquets,  but  on  difcover- 
ing  the  immenfe  fuperiority  of  the 
enemy  the  picquets  were  withdrawn, 
and  it  was  refolved  to  repafs  the 
Coa.  The  troops  accordingly  fell 
back  in  as  much  order  as  the 
broken '  and  interfeeled  nature  of 


the  ground  permitted,  and  took 
up  a  pofition  on  a  height  near  , the 
river,  under  cover  of  which  the 
artillery  and  baggage  were  fafely 
palled  over  the  bridge.  This  re¬ 
treat  u?as  conduced  without  the 
leall  precipitation,  and  the  enemy 
upon  prefling  too  near  was  re¬ 
peatedly  attacked  and  driven  back. 
The  bridge  was  defended  during 
the  reft  of  the  day,  and  after 
night- fall  the  troops  retreated  from 
the  Coa.  Our  lofs  in  this  affair 
was  270  killed  and  wounded,  and 
60  prifoners.  The  enemy  acknowl¬ 
edged  a  lofs  of  300  men,  but  cal¬ 
culating  from  the  abfurd  exagge¬ 
rations  which  mark  his  account 
of  every  other  circumftance  of  this 
affair,  it  could  not  well  be  lefs 
than  twice  that  number.  In  his 
publilhed  difpatch  he  aflferted,  that 
General  Craufurd’s  force  was  not 
lefs  than  8000  infantry,  and  2000- 
cavalry  ;  that  they  fled  in  dis¬ 
order  before  the  lirft  approach  of 
the  French ;  that  they  loft  lixty 
officers,  of  which  twenty-four  were 
buried  on  the  field  of  battle,  400 
killed,  700  wounded,  400  pri¬ 
foners,  one  Hand  of  colours,  and 
two  pieces  of  cannon  ! 

Maflena  Soon  after  addrefled  a 
proclamation  to  the  Portuguese. 
i(  Inhabitants  of  Portugal,  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  the  French  has  put  under 
my  orders  an  army  of  110,000 
men  to  take  pofleffion  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  to  expel  the  Englilh, 
your  pretended  friends.  Again!! 
you  he  has  no  animolity.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  his  higheft  wilh  to 
promote  your  happinefs  j  and  the 
firft  ftep  to  Secure  it  is  to  difmifs 
from  your  country  thofe  locufts 
who  confume  your  property,  blaft 
your  harvefts,  and  palfy  your  ef¬ 
forts,  In  '  oppofing  the  emperor 
*  yea 
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you  oppofe  your  beft  friend  ;  a 
friend  who  has  it  in  his  power  to 
render  you  the  happieft  people  in 
the  world.  His  majefty  has  com- 
raifiioned  me  to  conjure  you  to 
awake  to  your  true  interefls,  to 
awake  fo  as  to  diftinguifh  between 
friends  and  enemies.  The  king  of 
England  is  actuated  by  felfifh  and 
narrow  purpofes ;  the  emperor  of 
the  French  is  governed  by  the 
principles  of  univerfal  philanthro¬ 
py.  The  Englifh  have  put  arms 
into  your  hands,  arms  which  you 
know  not  how  to  ufe :  I  will  in- 
ftruft  you.  They  are  to  be  the 
inftruments  of  annihilation  to  your 
foes  :  who  thofe  foes  are  I  have 
already  (hewn  you.  Ufe  them  as 
you  ought,  and  they  will  become 
your  falvation.  Ufe  them  as  you 
ought  not,  and  they  will  prove 
your  deftruflion.  Refiftance  is 
vain.  Can  the  feeble  army  of  the 
JBritifh  general  oppofe  any  barrier 
to  the  victorious  legions  of  the 
emperor  ?  The  choice  is  your 
own,  either  to  meet  the  horrors  of 
a  bloody  war,  and  to  fee  your 
country  defolated,  your  villages 
in  flames,,  and  your  cities  plun¬ 
dered,  or  to  accept  an  honourable 
and  happy  peace,  which  will  ob¬ 
tain  for  you  every  bleffing  that  by 
refiftance  you  would  refmn  for 
ever.*' 

Maffena’s  army  was  about  this 
time  polled  as  follows.  Of  Ney’s 
corps  15,000  men,  under  Loifon, 
invefted  Almeida,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder,  about  10,000,  were  at 
Fort  Conception ;  25,000 men,  un¬ 
der  Junot,  were  at  St.  Felices, 
about  a  league  to  the  north-weft 
of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  ;  a  third  corps 
of  25,ooo  were  at  that  city,  or 
in  its  neighbourhood.  Maffena 
himfelf  was  at  Vat  de  Mula,  a 


village  between  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
and  Almeida  j  Kellerman  had  a- 
bout  12,000  men  under  him,  on 
the  northern  frontier  of  Portugal ; 
and  a  body  of  15  or  18,000,  un¬ 
der  Regnier,  threatened  Alentejo. 
The  whole  amount  of  the  force, 
therefore,  which  under  his  com¬ 
mand  was  moving  upon  Portugal, 
did  not  much  fall  fhort  of  the  num¬ 
ber  which  he  had  Hated  in  his 
proclamation.  On  the  24th  of 
July  Loifon  addreffed  a  furamons 
to  the  governor  of  Almeid?,  in 
which  he  repeated  mod  of  the 
topics  which  had  been  urged  in 
the  add  refs  of  Maffena  :  ((  None,” 
faid  he,  “  knows  better  than  you 
do  that  the  French  come  to  de¬ 
liver  you  from  the  yoke  of  the 
Engiiftu  There  is  not  a  Por- 
tuguefe  who  is  ignorant  of  the 
little  confideration  which  his  coun¬ 
try  enjoys  among  that  people. 
Their  occupation  of  all  the  civil 
and  military  pofts  proves  to  de- 
monftration  that  the  intention  of 
the  Englifh  government  is  to  con- 
fider  Portugal  as  one  of  her  colo¬ 
nies.  The  condudt  which  they 
have  held  towards  the  Spaniards, 
whom  they  promifed  to  defend  but 
abandoned,  fhould  open  your  eyes 
and  convince  you  that  they  will 
do  the  fame  with  regard  to  Por¬ 
tugal.”  It  happened,  unfortu* 
nately  for  the  Frenchman’s  rheto¬ 
ric  upon  this  occafion,  that  the 
governor  was  nor,  as  he  evidently 
fuppofed,  a  Portuguefe,  but  an 
Englifhman.  The  garrifon,  con- 
fiftirig  of  5000  Portugueze  troops, 
had  been  placed  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Brigadier-General  Cox, 
who  chanced  to  be  on  the  covered 

wav  at  the  time  when  the  French 
%/ 

flag  of  truce  arrived.  The  go¬ 
vernor  fent  him  back  without  be- 

lag 
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ing  permitted  to  enter,  returning 
merely  a  verbal  anfwer,  that  the 
place  would  be  defended  to  the 
lafl  extremity. 

Shortly  after  the  Englifh  com- 
mander-in-chief  alfo  published  an 
addrefs  to  the  Portugueze.  It  be¬ 
gan  by  alluding  to  the  fate  of 
»  fome  of  the  frontier  vil- 

4*  ]ages?  the  inhabitants  of 
which,  it  feems,  confiding  in  the 
promifes  of  the  enemy,  and  truft- 
ing  by  their  fubmiffion  to  con¬ 
ciliate  his  forbearance,  had  ven¬ 
tured  to  remain  at  home,  not- 
withftanding  it  was  now  feen 
that  they  had  fuffered  in  the  event 
all  the  evils  which  a  cruel  enemy 
could  inflict.  Their  property  had 
been  plundered ;  their  habitations 
burnt  ;  their  women  atroeioufly 
violated.  tc  The  Portugueze/' 
continued  Lord  Wellington,  “mull 
now  perceive,  that  no  oilier  means 
remain  to  avoid  the  evils  with 
which  they  are  threatened,  but  a 
determined  and  vigorous  refinance, 
and  a  firm  refolution  to  obftruft 
as  much  as  poffible  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  into  the  interior  of 
the  kingdom,  by  removing  out  of 
his  reach  all  fuch  rhings  as  may 
contribute  to  his  fubfiftence,  or  fa¬ 
cilitate  his  progrefs.  The  army 
under  my  command  will  protect  as 
large  a  portion  of  the  country  as 
is  poffible,  but  it  is  obvious  that 
the  people  alone  can  deliver  them- 
felves  by  a  vigorous  refifiance, 
and  preferve  their  goods  by  re¬ 
moving  them  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  enemy  *  The  duties,  there¬ 
fore,  that  bind  me  to  his  royal 
highnefs  the  Prince  Regent  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  to  the  Portugueze  na¬ 
tion,  oblige  me  to  make  ufe  of 
the  power  and  authority  with 
which  I  am  furnifhed,  to  compel 
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the  carelefs  and  indolent  to  make 
the  necefiary  efforts  to  preferve 
themfelves  from  the  dangers  which 
threaten  them,  and  to  fave  their 
country.  In  conformity  to  this 
I  make  known  and  declare,  that 
all  magiftrates  and  perfons  in  au¬ 
thority  who  fhall  remain  in  the 
villages  and  towns,  after  having 
received  orders  from  the  military 
officers  to  remove  from  them,  and 
all  perfons  of  whatever  clafs  they 
may  be,  who  fhall  maintain  the 
leaf!  communication  with,  or  aid 
and  affift  in  any  manner,  the 
enemy,  fhall  be  confidered  as  trau 
tors  to  the  Rate,  and  tried  and 
punifhed  as  fuch  an  enormous 
crime  requires/'  It  was  eafy  to 
underftand  from  thefe  injunflions 
the  nature  of  the  plan  of  defence 
which  Lord  Wellington  had  de¬ 
liberately  determined  to  adopt. 

Almeida  is  fix  leagues  from 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  is  confidered 
the  molt  regularly  fortified  place 
in  Portugal.  This  diftin&ion,  in¬ 
deed,  does  not  imply  any  very 
fcientific  excellence  of  conftruc- 
tion  in  the  works,  and  fuch  as 
they  were  they  had  latterly  fallen 
fomewhat  to  decay.  Means,  how¬ 
ever,  had  been  taken  to  repair 
them,  and  combined  with  the  na¬ 
tural  ftrength  of  the  place,  the  re¬ 
duction  it  was  expected  would  for 
fome  time  occupy  the  enemy.  It 
had  a  double  line  of  defence, 
covered  by  fix  baffions,  and  as 
many  ravelins,  and  the  caflle  it 
was  hoped  would  (till  be  able  to 
hold  out,  though  the  enemy  fhould 
get  poffeffion  of  the  town.  Lord 
Wellington  might  reafonably  caL 
culate,  that  well  defended,  the 
place  might  hold  out  for  two 
months,  and  this  delay  to  the 
enemy’s  advance  would  materially 

affe^l 
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affedl  the  rtfult  of  the  campaign. 
An  event  which  could  not  have 
been  forefeen  unhappily  fruftrated 
thefe  expectations. 

The  fixth  corps,  under  Ney, 
had  the  conduCt  of  this  fiege  as 
well  as  that  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
and  the  other  corps  of  the  army 
concentrated  their  pofitions  in  or¬ 
der  to  cover  the  operations.  Reg- 
nier  took  poft  near  Zarza-Major  ; 
Junot  moved  from  the  banks  of 
the  Tormes  to  thofe  of  the  Ague- 
da,  one  of  his  divifions  being  at 
Barbara  del  Puereo,  the  other  at  St. 
Felices  el  Grande.  After  recon- 
noitering  the  works,  the  enemy 
feleCled  the  baftion  of  St.  Pedro 
as  the  point  of  attack.  Trenches 
were  opened  on  the  evening  of  the 
15th  of  Auguft.  In  a  few  days, 
notwithftanding  the  rocky  nature 
of  the  ground,  and  the  inceffant 
fire  from  the  garrifon,  the  firft 
parallel  was  finifhed.  The  fecond 
was  then  opened  within  j  50  toifes 
of  the  ramparts,  and  eleven  batte¬ 
ries  ere&ed,  mounted  with  fixty- 
five  cannons,  which  at  five  in  the 
morning  of  the  26th,  opened  their 
fire  on  the  fortrefs.  The  fire  was 
kept  up  without  ceafing  through¬ 
out  the  day,  and  was  returned 
with  vigour  from  the  ramparts 
till  towards  the  evening,  when  be¬ 
tween  feven  and  eight  o’clock  a 
bomb  fell  upon  a  caifTon,  which 
they  were  filling  with  powder  be¬ 
fore  the  gates  of  the  great  maga¬ 
zine,  fet  it  on  fire,  and  the 
flame  immediately  communicated 
to  150,000  pounds  of  powder. 
The  French  defcribe  the  effeCl  as 
fimilar  to  the  eruption  of  a  volca¬ 
no.  The  greater  part  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery  men,  a  great  number  of  in¬ 
fantry,  and  many  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  were  deftroyed  by  the  explo- 


fion.  Many  of  the  pieces  on  the 
battery  were  difmounted,  and  % 
confiderable  portion  of  the  works 
thernfelves  demolilhed  as  if  by  an 
earthquake.  The  whole  flock  of 
ammunition  was  loft,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  a  few  cartridges  in  the 
battery  depots,  and  thirty-nine 
barrels  of  powder  in  the  labora¬ 
tory.  When  Maflena  at  break  of 
day  on  the  following  morning  re¬ 
paired  to  the  trenches,  he  found  that 
the  caftle,  the  cathedral,  and  all 
the  neighbouring  habitations  had 
difappeared.  He  immediately  or¬ 
dered  the  firing  to  ceafe,  and  fum- 
moned  the  governor  to  fur  render. 
The  e;overnor  demanded  that  the 
garrifon  fhould  be  allowed  to  re¬ 
join  the  Englifti  army.  This  was 
refufed,  and  the  parleys  that  fol¬ 
lowed,  occupied  fome  hours.  But 
Maflena,  by  the  treafon  of  the 
Portugueze  lieutenant-governor, 
was  well  informed  of  the  whole 
extent  of  the  difafter,  and  con¬ 
tinued  peremptory  in  his  demands. 
The  negociation  was  then  broke 
off.  The  French  renewed  the 
firing  ;  and  at  length  General  Cox, 
having  expended  all  his  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  finding  the  garrifon  lit¬ 
tle  difpofed  to  fupport  him  in  his 
fcheme  of  retiring  to  the  ruins  of 
the  caftie,  and  thus  protradfing 
awhile  the  defence,  was  compelled 
to  affix  his  fignature  to  the  copy 
of  the  capitulation  which  had  been 
left  with  him,  and  to  tranfmit  it 
in  the  middle  of  the  night  to  the 
French  camp. 

The  garrifon  of  the  place  a- 
mounted  to  nearly  5000  men. 
Thefe,  as  troops  of  the  line,  be¬ 
came  prifoners  of  war,  but  by  an 
article  of  the  capitulation,  the  Por¬ 
tugueze  militia  found  in  the  place 
were  to  be  allowed  to  return  to 

their 
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their  homes.  Maffena  fubfequent- 
ly  violated  both  flipulations ;  he 
detained  1200  of  the  militia,  and 
formed  them  into  a  corps  of  pio¬ 
neers,  to  be  employed  in  filling  up 
the  trenches  and  repairing  the 
roads,  and  by  the  means  of  certain 
Portugueze  renegades  who  accom¬ 
panied  his  army,  among  whom 
the  Marquefs  of  Alorna  was  the 
moft  active,  he  endeavoured  to 
prevail  upon  the  troops  of  the 
lint;,  confiding  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  regiment  of  infantry,  a  com¬ 
pany  of  the  twelfth  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  3  detachment  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  to  enter  into  the  French 
fervice,  and  co-operate  for  the  fub- 
jeffion  of  their  country.  As  tlie 
alternative,  in  cafe  cf  refufal,  was 
a  French  prifon,  it  was  not  diffi¬ 
cult  to  obtain  their  affenr.  The 
whole,  however,  fhortly  deferred, 
and  Lord  Wellington  very  right¬ 
ly  conceived  himfelf  juftified 
o  t  by  the  infraction  of 
b  *  5*  the  terms  of  capitula¬ 
tion  to  reincorporate  them  with 
his  own  army.  The  Portit- 
gueze  government  foon  after  de¬ 
clared  the  Marquefs  of  Alorna  a 
traitor,  deprived  him  of  all  his 
honours,  titles,  and  dignities,  and 
offered  a  reward  of  1000  moi- 
dores  to  whoever  might  take  hint, 
dead  or  alive.  By  another  decree, 
a  penfion  was  affigned  to  the  wi¬ 
dows,  children,  and  dependent  bre¬ 
thren  of  thofe  who  had  perifhed  at 
Almeida,  amounting  to  the  full 
pay  of  the  deceafed,  and  an  allow¬ 
ance  of  half  pay  was  continued  to 
the  families  of  thofe  made  prifon- 
ers.  After  the  conduct  of  the  re¬ 
giments  at  Almeida,  the  propriety 
of  this  laft  benefaction  feemed 
doubtful;  but  <(  the  prince,’’  it 
was  faid  in  the  decree,  i(  would 
V ol,  LIT.  or  Vol.X.  New  See, 
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not  believe  that  any  of  his  faithful 
vaffals  could  have  entered  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  the  enemy  ;  and  if  any 
had  been  compelled  to  do  fo,  he 
trufled  they  hifd  only  yielded  to 
compulfion,  with  the  purpofe  fub- 
fequently  of  effe&ing  their  efcape. 
He  fufpended,  therefore,  his  juf- 
tice ;  but  if  a  month  elapfed  be¬ 
fore  fuch  perfons  acquitted  them- 
felves  by  appearing,  they  would 
be  confidered  as  traitors.” 

The  fall  of  Almeida  left  no 
fiffther  obfiacle  to  the  enemy’s 
advance  into  the  interior  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  Lord  Wellington  took 
his  meafures  accordingly.  On  the 
15th  of  September  the  French 
army  began  their  march  ;  the  fe- 
cond  and  fixth  corps  proceeded  by 
Guarda  upon  Celorico  ;  the  eighth 
marched  upon  Pinhel,  and  thence 
continued  thdir  route  by  Francofo 
upon  Vifeu.  The  remainder  paff- 
the  Mondego  at  Fornos  on  the 
i&th,  and  equally  made  for  Vifeu, 
where  it  was  fettled  that  the 
whole  army  fhould  reunite.  The 
Englifh  army  in  the  meanwhile 
fell  back  with  the  utmoft  delibe¬ 
ration;  and  without  the  leak  dis¬ 
order.  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton  with¬ 
drew  the  cavalry  from  Celerico 
to  the  Val  de  Mondego  on  the 
1 6th,  covering  the  retreat  of  the 
Engliffi,  and  preferving,  in  every 
rencounter  with  the  enemy  the 
moll  decided  fuperiority,  infomuch 
that  at  length  the  French  never 
made  ufe  of  their  cavalry  unlefs 
it  was  fupported  by  infantry.  Ora 
the  19'th  the  advanced  parties  en¬ 
tered  Vifeu,  a  confiderable  town, 
but  in  which  they  hardly  found  a 
fingle  inhabitant.  The  whole  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  country  had,  in 
fa  ft,  retired  with  the  Englifh. 
army,  after  having  co-operated 
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with  it  in  demolifhing  the  mills, 
breaking  up  the  bridges,  and  de- 
ftroying  every  thing  that  could  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  advance  or  contribute 
to  the  fubfiftence  of  the  enemy. 
In  an  intercepted  difpatch  to  Ber- 
thier,  MalTena  complains,  that 
they  march  by  the  moll  horrible 
roads,  over  a  perfect  defert,  in 
which  he  did  not  meet  an  indivi¬ 
dual.  Women,  children,  old  men, 
all  fled,  and  not  even  a  guide  was 
to  be  found  in  any  place.  This 
complete  abandonment  of  their 
homes  he  attributed  to  the  violent 
meafures  of  the  Englifh,  who  had 
ordered  every  perfon  that  remain¬ 
ed  to  be  ihot.  It  is  very  probable 
that,  in  many  inftances,  it  was 
found  neceflary  to  refort  to  me¬ 
naces  for  the  inforcement  of  a 
meafure  fo  indifpenfable  for  the 
common  good ;  but  the  bulk  of 
the  peafantry  underftood  it  in  its 
true  light,  and  cheerfully  affented  to 
the  facrifices  it  involved.  The  fate 
of  thofe  who  had  remained  afford¬ 
ed  little  encouragement  to  the  ven¬ 
turing  of  another  experiment  of 
the  clemency  of  the  enemy. 

The  more  direft  road  upon  Lif- 
bon  is  that  which  pafles  by  the 
Ponte  Murcella,  leaving  the  Mon- 
dego  on  the  right,  and  Wellington 
feems  to  have  expefted,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  that  this  would  be  the 
one  fele&ed  by  the  enemy.  He 
had  therefore  taken  up  a  ftrong 
pofition  behind  the  Alva,  after 
having  deftroyed  the  bridges ;  but 
the  late  movements  of  the  French 
army  eafily  betrayed  their  inten¬ 
tion  to  proceed  by  Coimbra,  in 
which  their  object  was  evidently 
to  avail  themfelves  of  the  refources 
which  that  city  and  its  vicinity 
might  afford.  In  the  pofition 
which  the  Englifh  general  had 
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taken  up,  it  was  eafy  for  him  to 
move  to  either  fide  of  the  Monde- 
go,  according  as  the  enemy  might 
decide  their  movements;  when 
therefore  the  objetft  of  tnefe  be¬ 
came  no  longer  doubtful,  our  army 
immediately  broke  up,  repaired  to 
the  right  of  the  Mondego,  aud 
took  up  a  ftrong  pofition  upon  the 
Sierra  Alcoba,  a  rugged  chain  ot 
hills  that  runs  from  the  Mondego 
to  the  Vonga,  and  effectually  co¬ 
vers  the  diredl  approach  to  Coim¬ 
bra. 

A  circumftance  detained  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  French  army  two  days 
atVifeu,  and  enabled  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton  to  concentrate  his  forces  on  the 
Sierra  at  leifure.  Maflena  had  im¬ 
prudently  fent  his  artillery  and  bag¬ 
gage  by  the  road  of  Pinhel,  on  the 
right  of  his  march,  under  the  ef- 
cort  of  a  body  of  cavalry  ;  but, 
as  the  waggons  advanced  flowly^ 
Montbrun,  who  commanded  the 
cavalry,  in  order  to  avoid  fatigu¬ 
ing  his  horfes,  made  from  time  to 
time  long  halts,  during  which  the 
equipages  were  fometimes  confi- 
derably  in  advance.  They  were 
furprifed  in  this  fnuation  by  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  Porto  militia, 
under  Colonel  Trant,  who  were 
with  fome  difficulty  compelled  to 
defift,  carrying  off  feveral  prifon- 
ers ;  and  the  artillery  then  found 
it  necelfary  to  retrograde  upon  the 
cavalry,  which  was  fome  dif- 
tance  in  the  rear.  From  Vifeu  the 
French  army  proceeded  by  Cazael 
de  Maria  and  Martigao,  and  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  26th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  rear  guard  of  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  was  discovered  pofted  behind 
the  Oirins,  a  little  river  that  runs 
into  the  Mondego.  The  whole 
Englifh  army  was  arranged  in  or¬ 
der  of  battle  upon  the  heights. 

Maffena 
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Maflena  obferving  the  uncom¬ 
mon  ftrength  of  the  Englifh  por¬ 
tion,  held  a  council  with  Ney, 
Regnier,  and  Junot,  upon  the  mea- 
fures  it  would  be  expedient  to 
adopt;  and  Ney  is  faid  to  have 
infilled  violently  upon  the  impo¬ 
licy  of  an  attack,  in  which  opi¬ 
nion  he  was  fupported  by  the 
other  two.  MafTena,  however, 
depending  upon  the  comparative 
disproportion  of  the  Englilh  op- 
pofed  to  him,  and  expelling  little 
refinance  from  the  Portuguefe,  re- 
folved  upon  attacking.  On  the 
26th,  the  light  troops  on  both 
fides  were  engaged  throughout  the 
line.  During  the  night  difpofitions 
were  made  for  the  attack  next 
morning ;  the  8th  corps  was  form¬ 
ed  behind  the  6th,  ready  to  de¬ 
bouch  by  the  road  leading  to  the 
convent  of  Bufaco;  while  the  2d, 
at  a  mile  to  the  left,  was  deftined 
to  proceed  by  that  of  St.  Antonio 
de  Cantaro.  Wellington,  from 
the  heights,  perceived  accurately 
the  whole  of  thefe  preparations, 
and  difpofed  his  troops  accord¬ 
ingly. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  of  the 
27th,  the  enemy  moved  forward  to 
the  attack.  That  upon  the  right 
was  headed  by  Loifon's  divifions, 
which  mounted  the  hill  in  charging 
time,  and  clofe  under  a  heavy  fire 
from  the  heights.  The  firft  bri¬ 
gade  of  Marchand’s  divifion  fol¬ 
lowed,  the  other  brigade  of  the 
divifion,  and  the  whole  of  that  of 
General  Mermet  remained  below, 
ready  to  fupport  the  troops  en¬ 
gaged.  The  firft  line  of  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  fell  back,  and  the  enemy  had 
gained  the  top  of  the  ridge,  when 
an  Englifh  divifion,  directed  by 
General  Pi&on,  and  compofed  of 
the  88th  and  45th  regiments,  and 


the  8th  Portuguefe  regiment,  un¬ 
der  Colonel  Douglas,  advanced 
upon  him,  charged  with  the  bay¬ 
onet,  and  drove  him  down  the  hill 
with  great  daughter,  leaving  Ge¬ 
neral  Simon,  commanding  one  of 
the  brigades,  Severely  wounded  on 
the  ground.  The  other  divifion 
attacked  a  little  farther  on  the 
right,  but  was  driven  back  before 
it  reached  the  fummit  by  the  74th 
regiment  and  a  brigade  of  Portu¬ 
guefe  infan ty.  A  fecond  attack 
was  adventured,  but  with  flill  lefs 
hope  of  fuccefs ;  and  after  a  fliort 
conflict  the  enemy  was  compelled 
to  refume  its  original  pofition.  At 
the  fame  time,  on  the  left,  three 
French  divifions  of  infantry  at¬ 
tacked  the  Sierra,  where  it  was 
occupied  by  General  Craufurd's 
divifion  and  the  Portuguefe  bri¬ 
gade,  commanded  by  General  Pack. 
Only  one  of  the  enemy's  divifions 
advanced  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
when  it  was  immediately  charged 
by  three  Englifh  and  one  Portu¬ 
guefe  regiment,  and  driven  down 
with  immenfe  lofs.  Another  divi¬ 
fion  of  the  enemy  was  attacked, 
while  afcending,  by  the  Portuguefe 
referve,  and  with  equal  fuccefs,, 
Maflena  now  faw  the  impoflibi- 
lity  of  carrying  the  Englifh  po¬ 
fition,  and  defifted  from  any 
further  attack.  His  lofs  had  al¬ 
ready  been  immenfe.  He  had  about 
25,000  men  engaged ;  of  thefe 
2000  were  left  dead  upon  the  field, 
and  if  the  number  of  his  wounded 
were  in  the  ufual  proportion,  they 
could  not  be  much  lefs  than  5  or 
6000.  His  lofs  in  officers  was 
particularly  great ;  General  Grain- 
dorge  was  killed,  and  three  others 
feverely  wounded.  The  number 
of  prisoners  taken  was  not  quite 
300,  among  them,  as  we  have  al- 
[  jP  2]  ready 
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ready  mentioned*  was  General  Si¬ 
licon.  The  amount  of  the  enemy’s 
dead  was  afcertained  by  the  fact 
that  Maflena  foon  after  the  battle 
fent  a  flag  of  truce,'  to  a  Ik  for  per- 
million  to  bury  them.  This  was 
refufed,-  and  we  buried  them  our- 
felves.  The  lofs  of  the  Englifh 
on  this  day  was  107  killed,  493 
wounded,  8 1  prifoners ;  of  the 
Portuguefe  90  killed,  512  wound¬ 
ed,  and  20  prifoners. 

Maflena  was  now  fatisfied  that 
qur  pofition  was  impregnable  irt 
front,  and  it  only  remained  to  him 
to  endeavour  to  turn  it.  Recon¬ 
noitring  parties  were  fent  out  to 
the  right  and  left,  to  examine  the 
pafles  of  the  Sierra.  General  St; 
Croix,  by  the,  afiiftance  of  a  pea- 
fan  t,  foon  difcovered  a  road  lead¬ 
ing  from  Mortagoa  by  Boialvo  to 
Sardao,  and  the  high  road  to 
Porto.  This  he  examined;  and 
finding  it  altogether  unguarded* 
immediately  announced  the  circum- 
ftance  to  Maflena,  who  quickly 
availed  himfelf  of  it;  The  cavalry 
was  fent  forward  to  occupy  the 
pafs,  and  at  eleven  at  night,  of 
the  28th,  the  army  broke  up  and 
marched  in  the  fame  diredion. 
The  fecond  corps,  forming  the 
rear-guard,  continued  to  make 
foine  demonftfations  on  our  pofi¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  occupy  our  atten¬ 
tion  till  the  baggage  and  artillery 
had  defiled  ;  it  then  followed  alfo, 
arid  at  ten  in  thfe  morning  the 
whole  army  defcended*  into  the 
plain  of  Coimbra.  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton  perceived  this  manoeuvre,  and 
was  perfedly  aware  of  its  confe¬ 
rences,  by  which  he  might  either 
be  cut  off  froth  the  town  of  Coim¬ 
bra,  or  compelled  to  give  battle 
upon  lefs  favourable  ground  than 
Ik  wilhed.  He  had  alfo  antici¬ 


pated  the  probability  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  endeavouring  to  avoid  the: 
Sierra  by  taking  this  road,  and 
accordingly  had  directed  Colonel 
Trant,  with  the  Portuguefe  mili¬ 
tia,  to  march  to  Sardao,  and  oc¬ 
cupy  the  neighbouring  mountains. 
But,  unfortunately,  Trant  was 
fent  round  by  Oporto,  by  General 
Silveira,  in  confequence  of  a  final! 
force  of  the  enemy  being  in  occu¬ 
pation  of  St.  Pedro  de  Sul,  and 
notwithftanding  all  his  efforts,  he 
could  not  reach  Sardao  till  the 
night  of  the  28  th,’  when  the  French 
were  already  in  pofleflion  of  the 
ground.  Under  thefe  circumftances' 
Lord  Wellington  found  it  neceflary 
to  withdraw  from  Bufaco ;  and, 
before  the  enemy  reached  Coimbra,, 
our  army  was  already  in  the  low 
country,  between  the  Sierra  and 
the  fea,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  the  advanced  guard,  had,  by 
the  30th,  taken  up  on  the  left  of 
the  Mondego. 

The  objed  of  the  Englifh  gene¬ 
ral  in  pairing  that  river,  and  occu¬ 
pying  the  Sierra  de  Bufaco  had' 
thus,  as  he  himfelf  confefles,  fail¬ 
ed.  The  French  had  fuffered  a 
ftrvere  and  bloody  repulfe,  but 
they  had  not  the  lefs  been  able 
to  gain  Coimbra,"  and  thus  con¬ 
tinue  their  advance,  upon  Lifbon. 
Lord  Wellington,  however,  juftly 
obferved,' that  he  did  not  therefore 
regret  the  having  adopted  thofe 
movements  ;  ((  they  had  afforded 
him  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
fhewing  the  enemy  the  defcription 
of  troops  of  which  his  army  was' 
compofed ;  above  all,  they  had 
brought  the  Portuguefe  levies  into 
adion  with  the  enemy  for  the  firft 
time,  and  in  an  advantageous  fitu- 
ation,  and  proved  that  the  efforts 
made  for  their  improvement  had 
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.not  been  without  effed  ;  that  they 
were,  in  fad,  worthy  of  contend¬ 
ing  in  the  fame  ranks  with  the 
iBritifh,  in  the  caufe  of  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  their  country/'  No¬ 
thing  can  be  more  juft  than  this 
mode  of  conftdering  the  action ; 
in  this  point  of  view  the  refult  of 
the  battle  was  infinitely  important. 
Two  errors,  however,  have  been 
reproached  to  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Wellington  in  this  affair,  and  we 
eonfefs,  as  it  appears  to  us,  with 
home  foundation.  It  furely  was 
not  enough  to  leave  the  Security  of 
So  important  a  pafs  as  that  of  Bo- 
ialvo  to  the  chance  of  Colonel 
Trant’s  reaching  it  in  time,  or  to 
the  probability  of  his  being  able 
with  his  raw  Portuguefe  militia 
to  maintain  himfelf  when  arrived 
there,  againft  the  formidable  co¬ 
lumns  of  the  enemy.  Another  fault 
urged  againft  the  general,  was  the 
total  inadivity  of  his  light  troops 
after  the  a 61  ion,  by  which  the 
enemy  was  enabled  to  make  a  moft 
hazardous  flank  movement  to  the 
right,  clofe  to  and  under  the  eye 
of  a  vidorious  enemy,  without 
buffering  the  flighteft  moleftation 
in  his  march.  Maffena  himfelf 
appears  to  have  committed  a 
greater  fault  than  either,  in  at¬ 
tacking  in  front  a  pofition  of  fuch 
uncommon  ftrength,  and  which  it 
afterwards  appeared  he  had  the 
means  of  turning  without  oppofi- 
tion. 

From  Avelans  de  Cima,  where 
they  left  the  mountains,  the  French 
marched  dired  upon  Coimbra. 
The  country  they  had  now  entered 
they  found  a  little  more  rich  in  re¬ 
sources,  but,  like  the  reft,  utterly 
abandoned  by  the  inhabitants. 
Coimbra  is  the  third  city  in  Por¬ 
tugal ;  it  was  quite  deferted ;  the 


people,  after  having  carried  off  all 
they  could,  defired  the  foldiers  to 
take  what  they  were  able,  and 
threw  much  of  what  remained  of 
vidluals  into  the  Mondego.  The 
town  is  open,  and  the 
enemy  reached  it  with¬ 
out  interruption.  Their  generals 
were  prudently  anxious  to  prevent 
its  pillage  by  the  troops,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  forbid  their  entering,  in 
order  that  the  provifions  it  con¬ 
tained  might  be  carefully  colleded 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  army  ; 
the  prohibition,  however,  was  in¬ 
fringed  ;  in  Spite  of  the  precau¬ 
tions  of  the  general,  the  foldiery 
made  their  way  into  the  place, 
which  accordingly  was  totally 
plundered.  The  ohfervatory  and 
library  of  the  univerfity  was  the 
only  tiling  preferved.  At  Coim¬ 
bra  the  enemy  remained  a  few 
days,  to  give  time  for  the  baggage 
and  artillery  to  come  ep.  Lord 
Wellington  in  the  meanwhile,  after 
crofting  the  Mondego,  continued 
his  retreat  upon  Leiria,  while  Ge¬ 
neral  Hill  with  his  corps  fell  back 
by  way  of  Efpinhal  upon  Tho- 
mar.  The  French  refumed  their 
march  on  the  5th  of  Odober, 
leaving  all  their  fick  and  wounded 
at  Coimbra,  under  the  guard  of  a 
fingle  battalion  of  fixty  men.  The 
prevailing  perfuafion  in  the  French 
army  was,  that  the  Englifh  were 
flying  to  their  fhips,  and  that  the 
only  objed  was  to  arrive  in  time 
to  furprife  them  while  embarking. 
They1  came  up  with  our  rear  guard 
in  front  of  Leiria,  on  the  fame 
day,  and  a  fkirmifh  of  cavalry 
took  place.  Several  rencontres 
enfued  at  Alenques  and  Aieoentre; 
the  Britifh  fell  back  to  Villafranea 
and  Sobral.  Thefe  villages,  after 
fome  fruitlefs  attacks  of  the  enemy, 
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in  which  he  fuffered  confiderably, 
General  St.  Croix,  a  diftinguilhed 
officer,  being  among  the  killed, 
were  afterwards  evacuated,  and  im¬ 
mediately  occupied  by  the  French, 
who  fuddenly  found  themfelves 
under  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras, 
g  behind  which  the  Britifh 
army  took  up  a  pofition, 
that  feemed  to  defy  the  poffibility 
of  attack.  Thefe  lines  extended 
about  thirty-five  miles  from  Al- 
handra  to  Mafra  and  Ericeira,  em¬ 
bracing  the  whole  extent  of  ground 
from  the  Tagus  to  the  ocean  ;  they 
were  formed  upon  a  ridge  of  hills, 
running  throughout,  and  com¬ 
pletely  commanding  all  the  roads 
to  Lilhon.  For  fome  months  paft 
every  exertion  had  been  made  to 
fortify  the  whole  line  ;  mines  had 
been  formed  under  the  principal 
approaches  5  the  more  acceffible 
points  were  {Lengthened  by  re¬ 
trenchments  and  paliffiades,  and  the 
whole  bridled  with  an  unufual  num¬ 
ber  of  cannon,  of  every  calibre.  It 
was  not  difficult  to  anticipate  the 
certain  refult  of  an  attack  upon  a 
pofition  like  this,  defended  by  the 
fame  troops  that  had  lately  fought 
at  Bufaco.  On  the  morning  fol¬ 
lowing  the  retreat  of  the  army 
behind  the  lines,  it  was  joined  by 
the  Marquis  Romana  and  a  body 
of  6000  Spaniards,  from  the  other 
fide  of  the  Tagus. 

It  was  upon  entering  Sobral 
that  Maffena  firfi:  difcovered  the 
Englilh  lines  ;  he  inftantly  halted, 
and  as  foon  as  it  was  dark  a  retro¬ 
grade  movement  took  place,  nor 
was  it  for  three  days  that  he  again 
ventured  to  the  fame  fpot.  It  was 
eafy  to  infer  from  this  his  difmay 
at  the  unexpected  firength  of  the 
pofition  oppofed  to  him  ;  and  the 
intelligence  received  from  the  rear 


was  not  more  encouraging.  An 
attack  upon  Coimbra  had  been  ar¬ 
ranged  by  Colonel  Trant,  who 
marched  to  Mialhada,  in  order  to 
join  the  corps  under  General  Mil¬ 
ler  ;  on  arriving  there  he  found 
that,  in  confequence  of  the  dearth 
of  fupplies,  that  corps  had  not 
been  able  to  reach  the  point  of 
rendezvous;  and  fearing  that  any 
further  delay  might  put  the  enemy 
on  their  guard,  he  refolved  to 
march  with  his  own  divifion  alone 
upon  Coimbra,  which  was  about 
three  leagues  diftant,  and  where 
he  had  reafon  to  believe  no  appre- 
henfion  of  his  approach  was  enter¬ 
tained.  He  advanced  therefore 
rapidly  upon  the  town.  At  a  fmall 
diftance  from  Fornos  he  fell  in 
with  a  detachment  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  immediately  cut  off, 
and  made  prifoners.  The  cavalry 
were  then  haftened  forward  to  in¬ 
tercept  the  communications  with 
Lilhon,  while  the  divifions  of  in¬ 
fantry  moved  towards  the  princi¬ 
pal  places  of  the  town.  A  very 
flight  refiftance  was  experienced  ; 
in  one  quarter,  however,  the  ene¬ 
my  collected  a  fmall  force,  and 
kept  up  an  irregular  fire  for  fome 
time,  when  he  fent  to  propofe  a 
capitulation.  No  other  terms 
were  admitted  than  that  they  fhould 
furrender  at  difcretion,  with  the 
promife  of  being  protected  from 
the  inful  ts  of  the  peafantry.  The 
number  of  prifoners  taken  amount¬ 
ed  to  nearly  5000  men.  Three 
thoufand  five  hundred  mufquets 
were  taken  and  diftributed  among 
the  Ordenanza  of  the  country.  A 
quantity  of  cattle  and  fheep  col¬ 
lected  by  the  enemy,  and  of  great 
importance  for  his  fubfiftence,  alfo 
fell  into  the  pofieffion  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe.  About  4000  of  the  pri- 

foners 


( 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


foners  were  immediately  fent  on 
their  march  to  Oporto ;  there  was 
found  fome  difficulty  in  enforcing 
the  ItriCt  obfervation  of  the  en¬ 
gagement  by  which  they  were  to 
be  protected  from  the  peafantry* 
Among  the  Portuguefe  were  above 
800  foldiers,  natives  of  Coimbra 
and  its  neighbourhood,  who  at  firft 
could  not  be  reltrained  from 
wreaking  upon  the  French  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  the  mifery  and  defola- 
tion  which  they  had  occafioned  all 
around.  Colonel  Trant,  however, 
at  length  fucceeded  in  fecuring  the 
prifoners  from  further  outrage.  He 
efcorted  them  to  Oporto,  leaving 
the  corps  of  Colonel  Wilfon  and 
General  Miller,  together  with  one 
of  his  own  brigades,  to  garrifon 
Coimbra.  Thefe  continued  to  fcour 
the  country,  and  in  a  few  days 
made  between  3  and  400  of  the 
enemy  prifoners,  chiefly  ftragglers 
from  the  enemy's  regiments,  in 
fearch  of  provifions.  Not  a  day 
pafled  without  more  being  brought 
in,  the  enemy,  from  the  nature  of 
his  pofition,  being  obliged  to  fuf- 
fer  his  men  to  ftraggle  in  order  to 
procure  victuals.  A  detachment 
of  the  garrifon  of  Peniche  attack¬ 
ed  a  party  of  the  enemy's  rear¬ 
guard,  and  took  and  killed  above 
1 10. 

Maflena,  when  he  had  recovered 
from  the  firft  aftonifhment  excited 
by  the  afpeCt  of  our  pofition,  care¬ 
fully  reconnoitred  the  right  of  our 
lines,  and  placed  the  three  corps 
of  his  army  feparately  in  front  of 
it.  At  firft  he  appeared  to  medi¬ 
tate  an  attack.  He  pufhed  for¬ 
ward  his  piquets  on  the  main  road 
to  Lifbon,  through  Zibriera,  where 
our  works  were  lefs  numerous  than 
on  other  points  of  the  line ;  Lord 
Wellington  intending  it  as  a  ma- 
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nceuvring  pofition  for  the  main 
body  of  our  army,  and  fome  {harp 
fkirmifhing  took  place  at  the  out- 
pofts.  A  battle  was  generally  ex* 
peCted ;  our  army  was  under  arms 
daily  an  hour  before  light,  and 
the  commander-in-chief  with  them. 
The  weather  was  commonly  wet, 
and  the  duty  irkfome,  but  the 
hope  that  the  enemy  would  ven¬ 
ture  an  attack,  and  the  perfedl 
confidence  entertained  of  the  re« 
fult,  enabled  the  men  to  bear  it 
with  cheerfulnefs* 

In  a  few  days,  however,  this 
expectation  vanished.  It  became 
evident  that  with  his  aCtual  force 
Maflena  had  no  intention  of  at¬ 
tacking  the  lines,  and  it  has  been 
made  a  fubjeCt  of  reproach  to  him, 
that  under  thefe  circumftances  he 
remained  fo  long  before  them* 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  had  fent 
General  Foi  to  Paris,  to  defcribe  the 
ftate  of  affairs  to  Buonaparte,  and 
toreprefent  the  impoflibility  of  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  further  with¬ 
out  confiderable  reinforcements. 
In  the  meanwhile  officers,  with 
ftrong  efcorts,  were  difpatched  on 
all  Tides  to  afcertain  the  nature  and 
refources  of  the  country,  and  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  army, 
amounting  fometimes,  it  has  been 
faid,  to  one-third  of  its  number, 
were  employed  in  fmall  parties,  in 
the  fearch  of  provifions.  In  this 
refpeCt  they  depended  almoft; 
wholly  upon  the  country  they  oc¬ 
cupied,  as  all  communication  with 
that  beyond  was  effectually  cut 
off.  The  feveral  Portuguefe  corps 
at  Ourem,  Peniche,  Abidos, 
Abrantes,  and  on  the  frontiers  of 
Beira,  formed  a  complete  and  con¬ 
nected  cord  on  every  fide,  inter¬ 
cepting  all  intelligence  with  the 
corps  of  the  rear.  The  refources, 
f  P  4]  however, 
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however,  which  even  this  con¬ 
tracted  fphere  afforded,  proved  to 
be  much  greater  than  could  at  all 
have  been  expected.  The  orders 
of  the  government  for  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  ail  fuch  articles  of  food  as 
could  not  be  carried  off,  had  been 
but  imperfectly  excuted.  In  many 
parts  the  performance  of  thefe  in¬ 
junctions  had  been  delayed  till  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  rendered  it 
impoffible ;  moreover,  a  general 
praCttce  had  prevailed  among  the 
farmers  of  burying  their  grain,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  being  obliged 
to  fell  under  the  market  price,  or 
at  a  long  credit  to  the  commiffa- 
jies.  Thefe  ftores  were  generally 
difcovered  either  by  the  treachery 
of  fervants,  or  the  induftry  of 
French  rapine,  and  it  was  upon 
thefe  that  the  enemy  depended  for 
a  confiderable  portion  of  his  fup- 
plies.  The  enemy  lay  there  for 
above  a  month,  in  fight,  without 
any  demonftration  of  attack  on 
either  fide.  The  refpeCtive  piquets 
were  commonly  within  mu  fleet 
ihot  of  each  other,  but  by  a  tacit 
agreement  they  never  fired  ;  though 
frequent  fkirmifhes  took  place  on 
the  flank  and  in  the  rear  of  the 
French  encampment.  Maflena, 
made  fome  movements  to  his  left, 
as  if  with  the  purpofe  of  erod¬ 
ing  the  Tagus';  he  threatened 
Abrantes,  and  occupied  Villa  Vel- 
ha  apparently  with  this  view,  but 
foon  defifted,  finding  it  either  iiru 
practicable  or  ufelefs. 

*  At  length,  on  the  14th  of  No¬ 
vember,  the  enemy  broke  up  from 
his  encampment.  Ney,  with  the 
6th  corps,  fell  back  upon  Tho- 
mar  ;  Loifon’s  diviflon  took  pod 
at  Golgao,  and  the  cavalry  was 
fpread  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fombal  and  Leiria.  The  commiti 


fariat  and  hofpitals  were  eftablifh- 
ed  at  Santarem,  and  the  head¬ 
quarters  at  Torres  Novas.  The 
retreat  of  the  8th  and  2d  corps, 
which  occupied  Sobral  and  Villa- 
franca,  took  place  at  night;  the 
former  fell  back  upon  Torres  No¬ 
vas  and  Alcanhede,  the  latter  took 
up  a  pofition  at  Santarem,  with  its 
left  upon  the  Tagus.  The  whole 
of  this  moveme'nt  was  effected 
without  the  lead  interruption  from 
the  Englifh  army,  and  by  the  18th 
the  French  were  fettled  in  their 
new  pofitions.  The  pofition  itfelf 
was  fufiiciently  drong ;  the  ad¬ 
vance  was  entrenched  on  the  drong 
heights  of  Santarem,  having  in 
front  the  Rio  Mayor ;’ the  left  was 
covered  by  the  Tagus;  on  the 
right  is  a  rnarfhy  plain,  which  is 
cut  by  feveral  little  dreams,  that 
frequently  overflow  ;  and  on  this, 
as  the  mod  acceflible  fide,  the  ca¬ 
valry  were  poded.  A  pod  was 
edablifhed  at  Punhete,  in  the  rear, 
with  a  bridge  acrofs  the  Zezere. 
Maflena’s  objeCt  was  evidently  to 
take  up  a  drong  defend ve  pofition 
in  a  better  country,  where  he 
might  be  enabled  to  await  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  reinforcements  which 
he  had  fent  for,  and  which  he  felt 
to  be  neceffary  before  he  could  at¬ 
tempt  any  thing  farther  againd 
Lifbon.  The  country  to  the  ead 
of  Santarem  is  one  of  the  riched 
and  mod  abundant  in  Portugal  ; 
the  inhabitants  had  generally 
evaded  the  orders  of  the  regency 
refpeCting  the  removal  or  deflruc- 
tion  of  all  articles  of  fubfidence, 
conceiving  their  didrift  to  be  out 
of  the  enemy’s  march  ;  and  it  was 
not  until  actually  enveloped  by 
the  French  cavalry,  that  they  buf¬ 
fered  themfelves  to  be  undeceived 
in  this  refped,  when  of  courfe  it 
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yv.as  no  longer  poffible  to  remove 
any  thing.  The  confequence  was, 
that  little  or  none  of  the  corn  had 
been  carried  off,  and  the  enemy 
for  fome  time  was  abundantly  fup- 
plied. 

The  allied  army  followed  clofely 
upon  the  retreat  of  the  French. 
jUpon  coming  up  with  them  at 
Santarem,  fome  movements  of  at¬ 
tack  were  made,  in  order  to  afcer- 
tain  whether  he  intended  a  conti¬ 
nued  retreat,  or  merely  a  change 
of  polition;  the  latter  was  found 
to  be  the  cafe,  and  any  farther  de- 
monftration  was  forborne.  The 
troops  were  then  cantoned  in  Al- 
coentre,  Alzambuja,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring  villages ;  the  head-quar¬ 
ters  being  at  Cartaxo  ;  and  Gene¬ 
ral  Hill  was  fent  acrofs  the  Tagus 
with  his  divifon,  which  was  put 
in  cantonments  at  Barcos,  Cha- 
mufca  and  Mugem,  in  order  to 
cut  off  the  enemy's  communication 
with  the  Alentejo.  Maffena's  ob¬ 
ject  was  evidently  to  rellriCl  him- 
leif  to  the  mere  defence  of  his  pre- 
fent  pofition,  until  time  could  be 
given  for  the  arrival  of  the  rein¬ 
forcements  for  which  he  had  writ¬ 
ten,  and  which  he  expe&ed  would 
enable  him  to  refume  offenfive  ope¬ 
rations.  Orders  had  been  fent  to 
Paris,  in  compliance  with  his  re¬ 
quell,  that  all  the  difpofable  troops 
in  the  fouth  fhould  be  marched  to¬ 
wards  the  Alemtejo  frontier;  in 
confequence  of  this  movement  the 
Spanilh  force  was  compelled  to  re- 
pafs  the  Tagus,  and  the  ftrength 
of  the  army  in  his  front  propor¬ 
tionally  diminifhed.  The  ninth 
corps  of  the  army  was  alfo  placed 
under  his  orders  ;  two  divilions  of 
at,  amounting  to  about  1 2,000 
men,  joined  towards  the  end  of 
December,  and  the  rcil  were  polled 


[233 

at  Guarda,  near  the  frontier,  to 
fecure  their  rear,  and  to  keep  open 
the  communications  with  Spain. 
On  the  other  hand,  every  exertion 
was  made  by  the  Engiifh  govern¬ 
ment  to  reinforce  Lord  Welling¬ 
ton,  but  unfortunately  a  very  long 
and  un.ufual  prevalence  of  wellerly 
winds  detained,  for  many  weeks, 
the  tranfports  conveying  their  fuc- 
cours,  and  materially  impeded  the 
intended  movements  of  our  ge¬ 
neral. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  a 
treaty  of  amity,  commerce  and 
navigation,  was  concluded  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Portugal.  By  this  the  goods,  mer- 
chandife,  and  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  were  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Portuguefe  ports  in  every  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  world,  on  paying  an  ad 
< valorem  duty  of  15  per  cent,  while 
the  produce  and  merchandife  of  the 
Portuguefe  dominions  were  to  be 
admitted  into  all  Britilh  ports  on 
paying  generally  the  fame  duties 
that  were  paid  on  fimilar  articles 
by  the  fubjeCls  of  the  moll  favour¬ 
ed  nation.  An  exception,  how¬ 
ever,  was  made  refpeCling  certain 
articles,  the  growth  aud  produce 
of  the  Brazils,  fuch  as  fugar  and 
coffee,  which,  in  confequence  of 
our  colonial  policy,  were  excluded 
from  the  markets  and  home  con- 
fumption  of  the  Britilh  dominions  ; 
thefe,  however,  might  be  received 
and  warehoufed  for  exportation,  in 
certain  Britifh.  ports ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Portuguefe  go¬ 
vernment  referved  to  itfelf  the 
right  of  impofing  heavy  and  even 
prohibitory  duties  on  articles 
known  by  the  name  of  Britifh  Eaft 
Indian  goods  and  Well  Indian  pro¬ 
duce.  In  every  other  refpeCl  the 
treaty  was  grounded  upon  a  balls 
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of  the  mod  perfeft  reciprocity. 
No  Britifh  fubje&s  refiding  in  the 
Portuguefe  dominions  were  to  be 
in  any  way  difturbed  or  annoyed 
on  account  of  his  religion ;  the 
free  exercife  of  which  was  alfo  al¬ 
lowed,  and  perfons  guilty  of  high 
treafon,  forgery,  or  other  heinous 
crimes,  within  the  realms  of  either 


of  the  contra&ing  parties,  fhould 
not  be  harboured  in  the  dominions 
of  the  other.  The  ftipulation  of 
the  Methuen  treaty  refpe&ing  the 
admiffion  of  the  wines  of  Portugal 
and  the  woollen  cloths  of  Great 
Britain,  were  at  prefent  to  remain 
unaltered.  St.  Catherine’s  was  de- 
clareda  free  port. 


/ 

CHAP.  XIII. 


General  Conf derations  on  the  State  of  the  Spanijh  Colonies  at  the  Time  of  the 
French  Ufurpation .  Effeds  of  that  Event.  Apparent  Fidelity  of  the 
Colonies  in  the  firji  Infance.  Weak  and  dif graceful  Con  dud  of  the  Re - 
gency  in  the  Affair  of  thtir  Decree  in  Favour  of  a  Free  Trade.  Procla ~ 
-mation  to  the  Spanijh  Americans .  Intelligence  of  the  Irruption  of  the 

French  into  Andalufa.  Arrives  in  Venezuela.  Revolution  in  that  Fro - 
vince.  Depoftion  of  the  Captain  General.  Manfefo  of  the  New  Go¬ 
vernment.  Wife  and  moderate  Condud  of  the  Britifh  Government  in  the 
Emergency .  Dif  patch  to s  the  Governor  of  Curagoa.  Violent  Meafnres 
of  the  Spanijh  Regency .  Correjpondence  between  the  new  Captain  Gene - 
ral  and  the  Junta.  Singular  Proclamation  from  King  Jofeph  Buona¬ 
parte  to  the  Americans.  Carthagena  follows  the  Steps  of  Venezuela . 
Affairs  in  Mexico.  Depoftion  of  the  Viceroy  hy  the  European  Spaniards . 
Succeeded  by  Venegas .  Revolt  of  the  Creoles  under  Hidalgo .  Succejfes 

and  fubfequent  Defeat  and  Death  of  that  Chief.  Partial  Supprejfon  of 
the  Rebellion.  Buenos  Ayres.  Buonaparte  fends  an  Emiffary  to  Tinier s. 
Honourable  Condud  of  that  Governor ,  who  however  is  fuperfeded  in  his 
Government  by  Cifneros.  Appointment  of  an  Adminif  native  Junta . 
Proclamations  and  Meafures  of  the  New  Government.  They  Difclaini 
the  Authority  of  the  Regency  at  Cadiz.  Difplace  the  Audiencia.  Re- 
prefs  the  Counter-Revolutionary  Movements  in  the  Interior.  Atrocious 
Murder  of  Liniers.  Declaration  of  Equality. 


r  IPHE  policy  of  Buonaparte’s  at- 
tack  upon  Spain  feems  on  no 
point  more  inexplicable  than  when 
conlidered  with  reference  to  its 
neceffary  effe&s  upon  the  fate  of 
the  colonial  poffeffions  of  that  mo¬ 
narchy.  Whatever  degree  of  fub» 
miffivenefs  to  his  ufurpation  he 
might  anticipate,  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  the  peninfula,  or 
however  little  difficulty  he  might 
expeft  in  overcoming  their  refin¬ 


ance  to  it,  it  was  impoffible  that 
the  colonies  fhould  remain  ina&ive 
fpe&ators  of  the  con  reft,  or  be 
prepared  quietly  to  transfer  to  the 
ufiirper  that  allegiance  which  it  was 
fufpeCled  that  they  paid  not  un re¬ 
luctantly  to  their  former  and  right¬ 
ful  fove-reign.  The  immediate  dif- 
folution  of  all  ties  to  the  mother 
country,  would  obvioufly  be  the 
inevitable  refult  of  the  new  cir- 
cumftances  under  which  fhe  was 
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placed ;  and,  by  a  confequence 
hardly  lefs  neceflary,  the  long- 
hidden  and  almoft  inexhauftible  re- 
four  ces  of  thofe  magnificent  re¬ 
gions  would  then,  by  our  enemy’s 
own  aft,  be  thrown  open  to  Eng¬ 
land,  affording  probably,  in  the 
ultimate  refult,  commercial  means 
not  lefs  extenfive  and  valuable  than 
thofe  which  he  had  endeavoured  to 
deprive  us  of,  by  ftiutting  out  our 
communication  with  the  European 
continent. 

It  is  nGt  neceflary,  nor  in  a  work 
like  the  prefent  would  it  be  proper, 
to  detain  our  readers  with  any 
fpecific  detail  of  the  grievances, 
political  and  commercial,  under 
which  Span  ilk  America  had  la¬ 
boured  ever  fince  the  period  of  its 
firfl  conqueft  by  the  Europeans. 
The  injuftice  and  impolicy  of  that 
fyftem  of  government  and  trade  by 
which  the  mother  country  oppreflf- 
ed  her  colonies,  are  fufficiently 
known.  All  communication  with 
the  reft  of  the  world  was  entirely 
cut  off  to  them.  The  intercourse 
with  Spain  itfelf  fubfifted  only 
through  the  intervention  of  the 
merchants  pf  Cadiz,  to  whom  the 
monopoly  of  the  colonial  trade  was 
exclufively  configned,  and  who  ex- 
ercifed  it  in  a  manner  as  little  pro¬ 
fitable  to  Spain,  as  it  was  injuri¬ 
ous  and  oppreflive  to  the  Ameri¬ 
cans.  Nor  was  it  the  foreign  com¬ 
merce  only  of  the  colonies  that 
fuffered  from  this  fyftem  of  fhort- 
fighted  felfifhnefs  and  opprefiion ; 
it  extended  itfelf  even  to  an  inter¬ 
ference  with  their  agriculture.  The 
cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive 
was  forbidden  in  regions  and  un¬ 
der  climates  the  moft  favourable 
to  its  fuccefs,  and  the  vineyards, 
which  early  in  the  laft  century  had 
been  furreptitioufly  planted  in  fome 
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of  the  Mexican  provinces,  were 
not  long  after  rooted  up,  by  an 
exprefs  mandate  of  the  council  of 
Madrid.  By  a  fpecies  of  mono¬ 
poly,  equally  unjuft  and  invidious 
with  that  eftablifhed  in  commer¬ 
cial  matters,  all  places  of  honour, 
profit,  or  power,  were  referved 
for  Europeans,  to  the  total  and 
invariable  exclufion  of  the  Creoles. 
Such,  however,  is  the  effeft  of  long 
unbroken  habit,  that  the  necefla¬ 
ry  oppreflivenefs  of  fuch  a  method 
of  government  produced  lefs  alie¬ 
nation  among  the  people  fubjefted 
to  its  contumely,  than  might  rea- 
fonably  have  been  expefted.  The 
feparation  of  the  Spanifti  colonies 
had  for  fome  years  paft  been  an 
objeft  of  confideration  with  the 
Britifti  government.  Mr.  Pitt,  in 
particular,  had  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fubjeft,  and,  as  far 
back  as  the  difpute  refpefting 
Nootka  Sound,  had  confulted  with 
the  celebrated  General  Miranda 
refpefting  the  means  of  effefting 
it.  The  refult  of  our  difgraceful 
expedition  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
of  the  fimultaneous  experiment  of 
Miranda  on  the  coaft  of  Venezue¬ 
la,  contributed  but  little  to  con¬ 
firm  the  notions  which  prevailed 
refpefting  the  general  difaffeftion 
of  that  portion  of  the  monarchy. 

The  conduft  of  the  colonies  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  revolution 
in  the  peninfula,  tended  as  little  to 
corroborate  thefe  expeftations. 
They  exprefled  univerfally  the 
moft  lively  fympathy  with  the 
wrongs  and  the  refiftance  of  their 
European  fellow- fubjefts  ;  confi- 
derable  fupplies  of  money  were  fent 
home,  and  on  every  fide  profef- 
fions  were  made  of  the  moft  un- 
hefitating  obedience  to  the  provi- 
fional  government  which  had  been 
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eftablifhed.  At  the  fame  time  the 
central  junta  alfo  manifefted  a  dif- 
pofition  to  meet  thefe  generous 
jfentiments  on  the  part  of  the  co- 
lonifts  with  correfponding  libera¬ 
lity.  Early  in  180,9  a  decree  was 
publifhed,  declaring  that  the  colo¬ 
nies  formed  an  integral  part  of  the 
iSpanifh  nation,  poife  fling  equal 
lights  and  privileges,  and  that 
therefore  each  viceroyalty  fhould 
fend  one  deputy  to  the  fupreme 
council.  In  the  May  following 
another  decree  declared  that  the 
colonies  were  privileged  to  fend 
deputies  to  the  national  cortes. 
The  manner  in  which  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  reprefentative  body  al¬ 
lotted  to  the  colonies  was  affigned, 
has  been  defcribed  in  a  foregoing 
chapter.  The  number  of  deputies 
was  fixed  at  twenty. fix,  and  the 
right  of  election  was  given  wholly 
to  the  cabildos  or  corporations* 
A  point,  perhaps  more  immedi¬ 
ately  important  to  the  well-being 
of  the  colonies,  was  the  relaxation 
of  the  reftri&ions  upon  their  com¬ 
merce.  Refpecling  this,  a  tranfac- 
tion  took  place,  which  fingularly 
marks  theweaknefs  of  the  Spanifh. 
government  at  that  time.  Upon  the 
entrance  of  the  French  into  Anda- 
lufia,  and  the  fubfequent  flight 
and  depofition  of  the  central  junta, 
the  regency  which  fucceeded, 
anxious  to  conciliate  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  at  a  time  when  the  diftrefles 
of  the  parent  country  left  her  no 
other  means  of  fecuring  their  fide¬ 
lity,  drew  up  an  edidt,  by  which 
their  trade  was  to  be  thrown  open. 
This  paper  was  dated  the  17th  of 
May,  and  printed.  For  fear,  how¬ 
ever,  of  exciting  the  difpleafure  of 
the  junta  of  Cadiz,  it  was  endea¬ 
voured  to  conceal  from  them  all 
knowledge  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch 


an  edift  :  the  edidt  itfelf  was  clan* 
deftinely  difpatched  to  America, 
by  which  abfurd  and  contemptible 
manoeuvre  the  government  appar 
rently  hoped  for  a  while  to  fatisfy 
the  colonifts,  without  incurring 
for  the  prefent  the  indignation  ot 
the  monopolifls,  who  had  hitherto 
oppreffed  them.  The  tranfa&ion, 
however,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
peded,  got  abroad,  and  fuch  was 
the  weaknefs  and  cowardice  of  the 
regency,  that  they  found  no  better 
method  of  efcaping  from  the  diffi¬ 
culty,  than  by  difavowing  their 
own  ad,  and  declaring  officially 
that  it  was  furreptitious.  All  copies 
of  it  were^ordered  to  be  burnt,  and 
the  minifler  of  the  Indies,  who 
had  drawn  it  up,  and  his  fecretary, 
by  whom  it  was  figned,  was,  as  an 
effed  of  their  affeded  indignation, 
put  temporarily  under  arreit. 

This  difgraceful  retradation  of 
their  own  meafure,  was  only  cal¬ 
culated  to  irritate  the  colonies,  and 
bring  the  government  itfelf  into 
juft  and  irretrievable  contempt. 
The  regency,  however,  had  pre- 
vioufly  addreffed  to  the  Americans 
a  paper,  drawn  up  in  a  tone  and 
in  terms  not  unfuited  to  the  crifls 
in  which  the  Spanifh  monarchy 
then  ftood.  After  adverting  to 
the  late  reverfes  of  the  national 
arms,  it  went  on  thus  :  (<  Spanifti 
Americans  l  when  we  declared  war 
without  armies,  without  magazines, 
without  refources,  we  knew  well 
to  what  we  expofed  ourfelves,  and 
faw  clearly  the  terrible  perfpedive 
before  us.  It  did  not  appal  us 
then,  it  does  not  appal  us  now  ; 
and  if  duty  and  honour,  and  ven¬ 
geance,  left  us  in  that  day  no  part 
to  take  but  that  of  war,  there  re¬ 
mains  no  other  part  for  thofe  Spa¬ 
niards  who  hear  the  voice  of  ven¬ 
geance., 
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geance,  and  of  honour,  and  of 
duty.  It  is  not  given  to  the  de- 
fpot  of  France,  whatever  may  be 
the  opinion  of  his  enormous  power 
to  deilroy  that  nation,  which  from 
the  weft  of  Europe  fpreads  and 
enlarges  itfelf  over  the  ocean  and 
the  new  continent  to  the  confines 
of  Afia.  His  armed  fatellites  en¬ 
ter  a  City,  they  occupy  a  province, 
they  ravage  a  territory,  but  all 
hearts  are  Spanifh.  ftill,  and,  in 
defpite  of  his  victories,  of  his  in- 
folence,  and  of  his  fury,  the  name 
of  Ferdinand  will  be  refpe&ed  and 
obeyed  in  the  wideft  and  moft  ex¬ 
tensive  regions  of  the  globe.  The 
cortes  reprefenting  the  monarchy, 
and  in  which  you  will  have  a  full 
proportion  of  delegates,  is  about 
to  meet.  From  this  moment,  Spa- 
nifh  Americans,  you  fee  yourfelves 
faifed  to  the  dignity  of  freemen  ; 
you  are  no  longer  the  fame  as  be¬ 
fore,  bov>ed  beneath  a  yoke  which 
was  heavier  in  proportion  as  you 
were  more  diftant  from  the  centre 
of  power  ;  regarded  with  indiffer¬ 
ence,  and  haraffed  by  rapacity. 
Remember  that  in  chufing  him 
who  is  to  feprefent  you  in  the  na¬ 
tional  congrefs,  your  deftinies  no’ 
longer  depend  upon  minifters,  nor 
upon  viceroys,  nor  upon  gover¬ 
nors, — they  are  iri  your  own  hands; 
In  this  act,  which  is  the  moft  fo- 
lemn,  the  moft  important  of  your 
civil  life,  every  elector  fhould  fay 
fO  himfelf;  I  fend  this  man,  that 
in  unifon  With  the  reprefentatiYes1 
of  the  metropolis,  he  may  make 
head  againft  the  deftrucfive  deftgns 
tif  Buonaparte  ;  this  man  is  he  who 
rriuft  contribute,  by  juft  and  wife 
laws,  to  remedy  all  the  abufes  and 
extortions  which  the  mandatories 
of  the  old  government  have  caufed 
in  thefe  countries ;  this  is  he  who 
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is  to  determine  the  impofts  I  muff 
bear,  the  privileges  I  am  to  en¬ 
joy,  the  war  which  I  muft  main¬ 
tain,  the  peace  to  which  I  muff 
fwear.  Such  and  fo  great  is  the 
confidence  which  you  are  about  to 
place  in  your  reprefentatives. 
Send  them  fpeedily,  that  they  may 
Contribute  with  their  te al  and 
their  knowledge  to  the  reftoration 
and  recompofition  of  the  monar¬ 
chy  ;  that  they  may  formwith  us 
a  plan  of  happinefs  and  focial  per¬ 
fection  for  thofe  immenfe  coun¬ 
tries.’' 

Notwithftanding  the  tone  of 
confidence  expreffed  in  this  addrefs, 
the  Spanifh  government  eafily  fore- 
faw  that  their  anticipation  of  fuc- 
cefs  would  lofe  much  of  their  ef¬ 
fect  upon  the  minds  of  the  coio- 
riifts,  whenever  the  military  fe¬ 
ver  fes  Which  diftinguifhed  the  be- 
ginning  of  the  prefent  year  fhould 
be  made  known  among  them.  Ini-*' 
mediately  therefore  upon  the  ir¬ 
ruption  of  the  French  into  the 
kingdoms  fouth  of  Siefra  Morena, 
and  the  fubfeouent  flight  of  the 
government  from  Seville,  the  junta 
of  Cadiz  took  the  prudent  precau¬ 
tion  of  laying  an  embargo  upon 
all  veffels  deftined  to  America,  till 
the  firft  alarm  was  over,  in  order 
that  government  might  be  enabled 
to  convey  the  earlieft  intelligence  of 
thefe  events,  in  a  manner  the  lea  ft 
difpiriting,  and  at  the  fame  time 
give  fufficient  afl'u ranees  of  the 
fafety  of  Cadiz,  and  of  the  intend¬ 
ed  eftablifhment  of  a  new  and  more 
efficient  adminiftration.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  however,  the  effeCt  of 
this  precaution  was  fruftrated  by 
the  improvidence  of  fuffering  the 
detained  veffels  to  fail  at  the  fame 
time  with  the  government  packet. 
As  might  have  been  expeCled,  a 
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private  fhip  reached  Porto  Caballo 
on  the  15th  of  April,  two  days 
before  the  arrival  of  the  packet  at 
La  Guayra,  and  confequently  when, 
on  the  1 8th,  the  official  difpatches 
reached  Caraccas,  the  people  had 
already  been  for  eight  and  forty- 
hours  in  poffeffion  of  the  fatal 
news,  and  the  confequences  which 
were  apprehended  immediately  en- 
fued. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  follow. 
A  ..  day,  which  was  Maun- 
Pn  *9*  day  Thurfday,  one  of 
the  mod  folemn  feftivals  of  the 
Roman  calendar,  the  revolution 
broke  out.  When  the  Captain- 
General,  Don  Vicente  Emparan, 
entered  the  cathedral  to  attend  the 
celebration  of  mafs,  he  was  feized 
and  forced  into  the  confiftory, 
where  the  members  of  the  cabildo 
were  affembled,  and  thus  com¬ 
pelled,  under  the  menaces  of  im¬ 
mediate  death,  to  fign  a  refigna- 
tion  of  his  authority.  The  fol- 
diers  had  previoufly  been  gained, 
and  had  gone  over  to  the  infurgents 
in  a  body,  and  the  change  was 
thus  effected  without  bloodfhed, 
and  almoft  without  refinance.  It 
was  purpofed  to  alienable  as  fpeedily 
as  poffible  the  reprefenta fives  of 
the  feveral  diftrids  in  a  national 
congrefs ;  in  the  meanwhile  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  affairs  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  junta  of  twenty-three 
of  the  moll  diftinguifhed  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Venezuela,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  the  Marquefs  of  Cafa 
Leon.  On  the  following  day  they 
publifhed  a  manifefto,  explaining 
and  juftifying  their  condud.  In 
this  they  took  the  title  of  <(  Su¬ 
preme  Confervative  Junta  for  the 
right  of  Ferdinand  YII.  in  the 
Provinces  of  Venezuela  ;**  and 
from  the  equivocal  nature  of  the 


language  adopted,  it  feemed  to  be 
their  purpofe  to  preferve,  for  the 
prefen t  at  leaft,  a  femblance  of 
fidelity  to  their  fovereign.  Al¬ 
luding  to  the  misfortunes  of  the 
Spanifh  caufe  at  home,  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  “  the  central  and  fo- 
vereign  junta  was  finally  deftroyed, 
and  that  the  new  government 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Cadiz 
had  fet  up  could  have  no  other 
objed  than  the  momentary  defence 
of  the  few  Spaniards  who  had 
hitherto  efcaped  the  yoke,  fo  as  to 
provide  for  their  future  fecurity  : 
it  was  not  chofen  by  the  nation, 
ftill  lefs  by  the  people  of  Vene¬ 
zuela,  who  pofieffed  the  legitimate 
and  indifpenfable  right  of  provid¬ 
ing  for  their  own  prefervation,  as 
integral  parts  of  the  Spanifh  mo¬ 
narchy  ;  and  how  could  this  im¬ 
portant  objed  be  accomplifhed,  if 
we  were  depending  upon  an  illegal, 
fluduating  and  diftraded  power  t 
Is  it  thus  that  we  could  fecure 
our  own  political  exigence,  and 
deliver  our  beloved  Ferdinand  from 
his  fad  captivity  ?"  In  another 
proclamation,  however,  iffued  at 
the  fame  time,  and  addreffed  to 
the  Americans  at  large,  their  in¬ 
tentions  are  more  openly  expreffed. 
In  this  it  was  faid,  that  Spain  was 
on  the  point  of  being  blotted  out 
from  the  catalogue  of  nations.  The 
relations  that  hitherto  have  made 
us  the  the  companions  of  her  de¬ 
ft  iny  are  about  to  ceafe,  or  per¬ 
haps  have  already  ceafed  ;  for  that 
power  which  convulfes  and  op-  , 
preffes  the  univerfe,  has  accelerat¬ 
ed  the  fatal  cataftrophe  which  mull 
for  ever  feparate  the  two  worlds. 
Venezuela  being  more  within  the 
reach  of  the  ufurper’s  rapacity,  and 
ftirrounded  by  the  maritime  eftab- 
liffiments  of  other  nation?,  has  had 
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moft  reafon  to  be  anxious  refpedl- 
ing  its  future  lot.  We  have  feen 
that  neither  our  treafure,  nor  our 
fidelity,  nor  the  heroifm  of  our 
brethren,  have  fufficed  to  deliver 
Spain  from  that  oppreffion,  which 
having  began  with  perfidy,  has 
been  confummated  with  the  united 
force  of  all  the  principles  of  disor¬ 
ganization,  which  have  confpired 
againft  her  political  exiftence.  Our 
purpofe  has  been  to  diftever  our- 
felves  from  her  deftiny,  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  exiftence;  with 
this  objeCl  we  have  refolved  to 
refume  that  political  independence 
which  the  order  of  events  has  re¬ 
ft  o  red  to  us;  and  this  has  been 
effected  with  all  the  humanity  and 
moderation,  and  all  the  fuccefs, 
which  were  worthy  of  fuch  a 
caufe.” 

With  the  precipitatenefs  ufual 
to  revolutionary  governments,  the 
junta  haftened  to  conciliate  popu¬ 
larity,  by  the  oftentatious  correc¬ 
tion  of  abufes.  A  decree  was  pub- 
lifhed,  exempting  all  articles  of 
food  and  objects  of  neceftfary  con- 
fumption  from  the  oppreffive  duty 
of  the  alcavala  ;  and,  by  another, 
the  Indians  were  freed  from  the 
capitation  tax.  The  perfons  con¬ 
fined  under  the  pretext  of  vagrancy 
were  fet  at  liberty,  and  a  double 
pay,  until  further  orders,  accorded 
to  the  foldiery.  A  memorial  was 
addrelfed  to  the  junta  of  Cadiz, 
in  which,  after  difowning  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  regency,  they  enu¬ 
merated  the  evils  under  which  the 
capitancy  had  laboured,  ever  fince 
the  Spanifh  revolution.  Among 
the  moft  prominent,  was  the  fe- 
leCiion  of  Emparan  for  their  cap¬ 
tain-general.  They  affirmed  that 
this  man  had  been  included  in  the 
capitulation  of  Madrid;  that  he 


had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  French  government,  by 
whom  he  was  fo  far  relied  on,  that 
when  the  central  junta  appointed 
him  to  his  office,  the  appointment 
had  aftually  been  confirmed  by 
Jofeph  Buonaparte,  and  that  his 
conduft  ever  fince  his  arrival  in 
the  colony  was  faid  to  have  been 
violent,  arbitrary,  and  illegal, 
in  the  higheft  degree.  Thefe 
wrongs,”  they  faid,  “  they  had 
endured  with  patience  as  long  as 
there  was  a  hope  of  redrefs ;  but 
all  hope  was  deftroyed  by  the  fall 
of  the  central  junta ;  they  had 
therefore  adted  for  themfelves,  and 
they  protefted  that  the  junta  which 
they  had  formed,  as  reprefentatives 
of  Ferdinand  VII.  fhould  be  dif- 
folved  as  foon  as  that  prince  fhould 
be  reftored  to  his  dominions,  or  as 
foon  as  another  government  fhould 
be  organized  unanimoufiy,  and 
qualified  to  exercife  fovereignty 
over  the  whole  nation.  In  the 
mean  time  the  provinces  of  Vene¬ 
zuela  were  anxious  to  affift  their 
European  brethren  in  every  thing 
poffible,  and  to  receive  them  with 
open  arms,  when  the  fuperiority 
of  the  enemy  fhould  compel  them 
to  emigrate.  With  refpeCl  to  the 
council  calling  itfelf  a  regency,  as 
the  Americans  had  neither  con¬ 
curred  in  its  formation,  nor  been 
called  to  affift  in  it,  they  could 
not,  forming  as  they  now  did  an 
integral  and  effential  part  of  the 
crown,  more  extenfive  and  more 
populous  than  the  peninfula,  con¬ 
ceive  themfelves  to  be  under  any 
obligation  of  obedience  to  it. 

With  the  expectation  which  was 
commonly  entertained  in  America 
of  the  approaching  cataftrophe  of 
the  confiiift  in  Spain,  thefe  pro- 
teftations  of  fidelity  to  the  mother 
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country,  coupled  as  they  were  with 
the  condition  of  the  reftoration  of 
Ferdinand,  would  coil:  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  leaders  but  little.  The 
late  captain-general,  together  with 
fuch  others  of  the  members  of  ad- 
miniftradon  as  were  fufpe&ed  to 
be  hoftile  to  the  change  which  had 
taken  place,  were  embarked  on 
fhipboard,  and  fent  away.  Sub- 
miffion  to  the  new  order  of  things 
was  enforced  without  difficulty, 
throughout  the  capitancy,  with 
the  exception  of  the  provinces  of 
Coro  and  Maracaybo.  At  Bar¬ 
celona  fome  oppofition  was  at¬ 
tempted,  but  it  was  almoft  in- 
ftantly  fubdued,  and  three  of  the 
perfons  who  had  particularly  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  in  it  put  to 
death.  Deputations1  were  fent, 
announcing  what  had  taken  place, 
to  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States.  The  views  and  intentions 
of  the  Britifh  government  will 
belt  be  gathered  from  a  paper 
which  it  foon  after  addreffed  to  the 
governor  of  Cura^oa,  who  had 
applied  for  inftrudions  how  to  lift 
in  the  new  ftate  of  our  relations 
to  the  Spanifh  colonies.  This  dif- 
patch  was  dated  June  29.  It 
ltated  that  the  great  object  of  the 
king  had  been  all  along  to  affift  by 
every  means  in  his  power  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  a  brave,  loyal,  and  high- 
fpirited  people  againft  the  tyranny 
and  ufurpation  of  France,  and  to 
fecure,  if  poffible,  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy  in 
all  parts  of  the  world  :  as  long  as 
the  Spanifh  nation  fhould  perfe- 
vere  in  their  refiftance  to  their  in¬ 
vaders,  and  as  long  as  any  reafon- 
able  hope  could  be  entertained  of 
ultimate  fuccefs  to  their  caufe  in 
Spain,  his  Majelly  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty,  according  to  every  oblige 


tion  of  juiflice  and  good  faith,  to 
difcourage  any  proceeding  which 
might  have  the  effect  of  feparating 
the  Spanifh  provinces  in  America 
from  the  parent  ftate  in  Europe  ; 
the  integrity  of  the  Spanifh  mo¬ 
narchy,  upon  principles  of  juftice 
and  true  policy,  being  not  lefs  his 
objefl  than  that  of  all  loyal  and 
patriotic  Spaniards.  If,  however, 
contrary  to  his  moft  anxious  wifhes 
and  well-founded  expectations,  the 
Spanilh  dominions  in  Europe  fhould 
be  doomed  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke 
of  the  common  enemy,  either  in 
confequence  of  aCtual  force,  or  any 
eompromife  which  might  leave 
them  only  the  femblance  of  inde¬ 
pendence,  (an  event  which  his  Ma- 
jefty,  relying  on  the  tried  energy 
<6f  the  Spanifh  people,  could  in  no 
degree  confider  as  probable, )  he 
would  feel  himfelf  bound  by  the 
fame  principles  which  had  influ¬ 
enced  his  conduCt  throughout  this- 
conteft,  to  afford  every  affiftance  to 
the  provinces  in  America,  which 
might  render  them  independent  of 
French  Spain ;  might  afford  a 
place  of  refuge,  to  ihofe  Spaniards, 
who,  in  difdainino:  to  fubmit  to 
their  oppreffors,  fhould  look  to 
America  as  their  natural  afylum, 
and  might  preferve  the  remains  of 
the  monarchy  for  their  unfortunate 
fovereign,  if  it  fhould  ever  be  his 
lot  under  fuch  circumftances  to  re¬ 
cover  his  liberty.  The  letter 
then  went  on  to  declare,  that  the 
king  difclaimed  every  view  of  ter¬ 
ritorial  acquifttion  for  himfelf : 
that  he  had  obferved  with  fatis- 
faflion  that  the  proceedings  in 
Caraccas  feem  to  have  in^  a  great 
meafure  originated  in  a  belief  that 
the  caufe  of  the  parent  ftate  had 
become  defperate,  and  he  trufted 
that  as  foon  as  the  inhabitants  of 
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Venezeula  ftiould  be  made  aware 
of  the  aftual  Hate  of  things,  and 
of  the  general  acknowledgement 
throughout  Spain  of  the  regency, 
they  would  be  induced  to  return  to 
their  connexion  with  the  metro¬ 
polis,  as  an  integral  part  of 
the  Spanilh  monarchy.  The  king 
was  rather  led  to  entertain  this 
expectation,  becaufe  the  regency 
feem  to  have  adopted  the  fame  wife 
and  generous  principles,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  provinces  in  America, 
as  had  previoufly  been  adopted  by 
the  fupreme  junta,  in  admitting 
them,  as  integral  parts  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  to  a  place  in  the  cortes  ;  and 
his  Majefty  was  faid  to  feel  confi¬ 
dent  that  the  fame  generous  and 
enlightened  policy  would  induce 
the  Spanilh  government  to  regulate 
the  commercial  intercourfe  of  the 
American  provinces  with  other 
parts  of  the  world,  upon  fuch  a 
balls,  as  would  contribute  to  their 
growing  profperity,  while  it  aug¬ 
mented  all  the  advantages  which 
the  parent  Hate  might  jufily  ex¬ 
pect  to  derive  from  them. 

Nothing  could  be  more  honour¬ 
able,  and  at  the  fame  time  more 
wife,  than  the  courfe  of  policy 
which  in  this  refpeft  the  Englifh 
minifters  declared  it  their  intention 
to  purfue.  The  conduft  of  the 
Spanilh  government  is  more  ques¬ 
tionable,  When  the  news  of  thefe 
events  had  reached  Cadiz,  the  re¬ 
gency  immediately  exprelfed  its 
.  r  indignation  in  a  procla- 

Uk*  mation,  by  which  the 

province  of  Caraccas  was  declared 
to  be  in  a  ftate  of  rigorous  block¬ 
ade,  by  fea  and  land  ;  all  com¬ 
mandants*  and  chiefs  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  contiguous  to  the  infurgenr 
diftrifts  were  ordered  to  prohibit 
any  communication  or  inter- 
Vo  l;  LI  I »  or  Vo  l.  X.  New  1 


courfe  with  them,  and  it  was 
announced  that  meafures  had  been 
taken  for  extirpating  the  evil, 
unlefs  they  did  not,  by  a  vo¬ 
luntary  fubmifiion,  entitle  them- 
felves  to  a  general  pardon.  The 
policy  of  thus  indulging  in  me¬ 
naces,  which  they  had  no  power 
to  execute,  may  well  be  doubted. 
This  ebullition  of  impotent  rage 
was  followed  up  by  a  meafure 
from  which  as  little  good  was  to 
be  expefted ;  a  lawyer,  of  the 
name  of  D.  Antonio  Cortabarria, 
who  had  formerly  been  a  member 
of  the  council  of  the  Indies,  was 
fent  out,  under  the  title  6f  Royal 
CommilTary,  for  the  pacification 
of  Venezuela.  He  arrived  about 
the  end  of  October  at  Puerto  Rico, 
where  he  took  pofx,  and  his  firft 
fteps  feemed  to  indicate  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  try,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
the  effeft  of  conciliation.  Hefuf- 
pended,  according  to  the  autho. 
rity  which  had  been  given  to 
him,  the  blockade,  liberated 
fome  perfons  whom  the  junta 
of  Marcaybo  had  fent  as  prifoners 
to  the  ifland,  and  endeavoured, 
through  the  intervention  of  the 
Britifh  admiral,  Sir  Alexander 
Cochrane,  to  open  fome  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  infurgents.  Soon 
after  the  decree  of  the  cortes, 
dated  from  the  Ifte  of  Leon,  Oft. 
15,  arrived;  by  this  the  natives 
of  the  diftant  parts  of  the  Spanifh 
monarchy,  whether  European  or 
Ultramarine,  were  declared  equal 
in  right  to  the  natives  of  the  pe- 
ninfuki,  and  a  general  oblivion  was 
proclaimed  of  all  that  had  pafted 
in  thofe  countries  where  commo¬ 
tions  had  manifefted  themfelves,  as 
foon  as  they  ftiould  acknowledge 
the  legitimate  fovereign  authority 
which  was  eftablilhed  in  the  mo- 
eries.  [Q]  ther 
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ther  country.  Cortabarria  imme¬ 
diately  communicated  this  decree 
Dec.  7.  t0  the  cabildo  of  Carac- 
'*  cas,  accompanying  it 
with  a  letter,  in  which  he  urged 
fuch  topics  as  he  thought  beft 
fitted  to  induce  a  return  to  their 
former  obedience  to  the  Spanifh 
government.  The  Venezuela 
junta,  in  reply,  infilled  that  what 
was  required  of  them  was  juft  as 
reafonable  as  it  would  be  in  them, 
if  they  required  that  the  Spanilh. 
government  fhould  be  reftored  to 
the  fame  ftate  in  which  it  was  be¬ 
fore  the  affair  of  Aranjuez.  Of 
the  honour  and  humanity  of  Don 
Cortabarria,  they  had  no  doubt, 
but  he  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the 
nullity  of  the  pretenfions  of  the 
regency  of  Cadiz  to  any  fove- 
reignty  in  thofe  provinces.  Who 
had  given  them  power  to  expedite 
orders  and  edids?  Was  it  not  an 
infult  to  didate  with  menaces  to 
freemen,  equal  to  them  in  all  rights 
and  national  prerogatives?  They 
reproached  Cortabarria  with  his 
former  connedion  with  the  council 
of  the  Indies  which  had  fworn 
fealty  to  the  ufurper,  and  remind¬ 
ed  him  that  he  had  fent  official 
difpatches  to  the  colonies  to  in¬ 
form  them  of  the  abdication  and 
ceffion  at  Bayonne,  and  to  invite 
their  fubmiffion  to  the  brother  of 
the  tyrant.  It  was  not  difficult 
to  infer,  from  this  language,  that 
the  junta  had  definitively  deter¬ 
mined  upon  a  feparation.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  this  very 
ftep  was  recommended  by  Jofeph 
Buonaparte,  in  a  proclamation 
which  he  addreffed  to  the  Spanifh 
Americans  in  general,  under  the 
date  of  the  22d  of  March.  In  this, 
after  warning  4f  his  beloved  fub- 
jeds  and  dear  people,”  both  of  the 


intended  defigns  of  thofe  perfecu^ 
tors  of  the  human  race,  the  Eng- 
lifh,  and  of  the  hypocritical  and 
treacherous  views  of  the  rebellious 
junta,  he  exhorts  them  to  unite  al¬ 
together,  and  to  declare  themfelves 
free  and  independent  of  all  the  na¬ 
tions  in  the  world  ;  to  abolifh  the 
barbarous  and  fanatical  govern¬ 
ment  which  had  fo  long  oppreffed 
them,  and  to  dafh  to  the  ground 
the  inhuman  and  infernal  inquifi- 
tion.  The  province  of  Carthagena 
followed  the  example  of  thofe  of 
Venezuela,  and  in  a  proclamation, 
dated  Sept.  19,  fummoned  a  ge¬ 
neral  eongrefs  to  affemble  at  Me¬ 
dellin,  to  confult  refpeding  the 
adminiftration  of  the  government 
under  the  prefent  cireumftances  of 
the  monarchy.  A  fimilar  revo¬ 
lution  took  place  in  the  kingdom 
of  New  Granada. 

The  ferment  which  agitated 
Venezuela  pervaded,  in  different 
degrees,  all  parts  of  Spanifh  Ame¬ 
rica.  But  our  notice  of  thefe 
events  muft  neceffarily  be  brief. 
In  no  province  did  the  news  of  the 
riling  of  the  Spaniards  againft  the 
French  call  forth  expreffions  of 
more  ardent  attachment  to  the 
parent  country  than  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Mexico,  or  New  Spain. 
Some  reludlance  indeed  was  mani- 
fefted  in  acknowledging  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  felf-eledted  juntas 
which  exercifed  the  fovereign 
power  in  the  peninfula,  and  the 
cabildo  of  the  capital  ventured  to 
propofe  the  forming  of  a  council, 
which  might  diredt  the  affairs  of 
the  kingdom  in  the  name  and 
during  the  captivity  of  Ferdinand. 
The  viceroy,  Yturrigaray,  a  weak 
and  infirm  man,  feemed  not  difin- 
clined  to  yield  tb  the  fuggeftion, 
and  was  even  preparing,  it  is  faid, 
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•abdicate  his  authority,  when  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  bold  interference  of 
the  European  Spaniards.  A  body 
of  two  hundred  of  them,  taken 
chiefly  from  the  fhops  of  Mexico, 
and  headed  by  a  wealthy  merchant, 
a  perfonal  enemy  of  the  viceroy, 
having  previoufly  by  bribery  fe- 
cured  the  guards,  entered  his  pa¬ 
lace  at  midnight,  feized  his  per- 
fon,  and  that  of  his  wife,  and 
committed  him  to  the  prifon  of  the 
inquifltion.  He  was  Aiorfly  after 
fhipped  off  to  Spain,  and  a  new 
viceroy  appointed,  ad  interim ,  by 
the  audiencia ,  or  fuperior  tribunal 
ofjuftice,  which  appears  to  have 
previoufly  and  fecretly  encouraged 
the  attempt.  Notwithftanding  the 
fpirit  of  infubordination  which 
marked  this  tranfadion,  it  was 
warmly  applauded  by  the  Spanifh 
government;  the  Creoles  in  gene¬ 
ral,  though  neceflarily  diflatisfied, 
lullenly  acquiefced  for  the  time : 
but  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards, 
who,  in  the  intoxication  of  their 
late  fuccefs  aflfumed  airs  of  greater 
fuperiority  than  ever,  tended  daily 
to  increafe  their  difguft.  The 
crifis  in  this,  as  in  other  parts  of 
America,  was  haftened  by  the  in¬ 
telligence  of  the  flight  of  the  junta 
from  Seville.  Early  in  September 
the  new  viceroy,  Venegas,  arrived 
at  Vera  Cruz,  and  on  the  17th  of 
that  month  a  conflderable  portion 
of  the  kingdom  was  in  open  infur- 
reefion  againfl:  his  authority.  The 
leader  of  the  rebels  was  a  village 
curate,  of  the  name  of  Hidalgo, 
who  held  a  benefice  in  Dolores,  a 
town  in  the  province  of  Valladolid 
Mechoacan.  This  man,  by  his 
a&ivity  and  eloquence,  had  ob¬ 
tained  a  Angular  afcendancy  over 
the  Indians;  feveral  of  the  royal 
regiments  had  been  gained  by  his 
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emiffaries,  and  a  conflderable  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Creole  population  in 
the  neighbouring  towns  were 
known  to  be  decidedly  difaffedted. 
The  landing  of  the  viceroy  was 
the  fignal  for  flying  to  arms ;  a 
multitude  of  Indians  foon  gathered 
round  the  revolutionary  banners  of 
Hidalgo,  and  the  whole  kingdom 
of  Mechoacam  fhortly  after  ac¬ 
knowledged  his  authority.  The 
town  of  Guanaxuato  fell  into  his 
hands,  and  he  thus  became  maker 
of  the  richeft  mine  in  New  Spain. 
On  the  20th  of  Oftober  he  entered 
Valladolid,  and  was  received  with 
acclamation  by  the  inhabitants; 
two  regiments  of  veteran  cavalry 
here  joined  them,  and  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  diftricls  lent  in  af~ 
furances  of  their  fupport.  His 
force  was  now  very  numerous,  and 
he  refolved  to  march  direff  on  the 
capital.  Venegas,  who  had  but 
juft  arrived  there,  exerted  every 
effort  in  preparing  for  its  defence. 
Ey  procuring  from  the  archbifhop 
and  the  inquifltion  a  fentence  of 
excommunication  againfl:  the  rebel 
chief  and  his  abettors,  he  effec¬ 
tually  checked  the  progrefs  of  dif- 
affedion  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  itfelf.  The  important 
port  of  Queretaro  was  ftrengthen- 
ed  ;  the  militia  of  fuch  diftridts  as 
could  be  depended  upon  were  arm¬ 
ed,  and  when  the  infurgent  army 
arrived  before  Mexico,  its  defences 
were  found  in  fuch  a  ftate,  that 
Hidalgo  did  not  venture  an  attack. 
He  fent  a  fummons  to  the  viceroy, 
affirming,  it  is  faid,  that  his  ob¬ 
ject  was  merely  to  eftablifh  a  junta 
for  the  care  of  the  kingdom,  and 
that,  fo  far  from  meditating  a  re¬ 
paration  from  the  mother  country, 
he  propofed  to  fend  immediate 
fupplies  of  money  to  Spain.  The 
[Q  2]  fummons 
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fummons  was  contemptuoufly  re¬ 
jected  ;  and  Hidalgo,  hopelefs  of  a 
fuccefsful  attack,  and  learning  that 
his  rear  was  in  danger,  (the  main  of 
the  royal  troops,  under  General  Cal- 
lejas,  having  entered  Dolores  and 
Maflaued,  and  maffacred  all  the  in¬ 
habitants)  ordered  an  immediate  re¬ 
treat.  The  movement  was  con¬ 
ducted  unfkilfully,  and  in  diforder. 
He  was  attacked  by  Callejos  at 
Aculco,  and  completely  routed. 
The  towns  he  had  occupied  were 
retaken  by  the  royalifts,  and  like 
Dolores,  fubjeCted  to  the  utmoit 
extremity  of  barbarous  revenge. 
Hidalgo  himfelf,  with  the  princi¬ 
pal  of  his  partifans,  were  betrayed 
into  the  hands  of  a  Spanilh  gover¬ 
nor,  and  inftantly  put  to  death. 
Thefe  fucceffes,  however,  were  far 
from  reftoring  fubordination  and 
quiet  in  the  kingdom.  In  almoft 
every  province  parties  of  infurgent 
Creoles  or  Indians  fprung  up,  and 
waged  a  war  upon  the  Spaniards, 
in  character  not  diffimilar  to  that 
which  was  carried  on  againft  the 
French  by  the  Guerrillas  in  the 
peninfula  ;  fo  that  toward  the  clofe 
of  the  year  the  greater  portion  of 
this  fine  region  was  little  better 
than  a  fcene  of  confufion  and  blood- 
fhed. 

Events  of  a  fimilar  nature  took 
place  in  the  provinces  of  La  Plata. 
At  the  time  of  the  Spanifh  revo¬ 
lution,  the  viceroyalty  of  Buenos 
Ayres  was  exercifed  by  Liniers, 
the  fame  who  had  fo  eminently 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  the  defence 
of  the  town  againft  our  expedition 
in  1 806.  This  officer  was  a  French¬ 
man  by  birth,  being  the  youngeft 
Ton  of  a  noble  family  in  Poitou, 
and  had  early  entered  the  Spanifh 
fervice;  Buonaparte,  it  feems, 
hoped  to  avail  himfelf  of  this  cir- 


cumftance,  to  get  his  brother  ac¬ 
knowledged  in  the  La  Plata  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  a  French  baron,  a 
former  acquaintance  of  Liniers, 
and  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  country,  was  immediately  dif- 
patched  to  found  the  difpofttion  of 
the  viceroy.  Liniers  is  defcribed 
as  a  man  of  remarkably  weak, 
eafy,  and  difinterefted  nature.  He 
received  the  emiftary,  and  opened 
his  papers  in  the  prefence  of  the 
council,  leaving  it  to  them  to 
draw  up  a  proclamation,  which 
was  immediately  publifhed,  and 
in  which  the  rights  of  their  legi¬ 
timate  fovereign,  Ferdinand  VII. 
were  fully  acknowledged.  The 
agent  himfelf  was  put  under  arreft, 
and  fent  to  Cadiz.  The  fubfequer.t 
conduct  of  the  viceroy  perfectly 
correfponded  to  the  loyalty  which 
he  profeffed ;  but  the  indolence 
and  facility  of  his  difpofition  ill- 
fitted  him  to  ft ruggle  with  the 
difficult  circumftances  under  which 
he  was  placed,  and  it  was  with 
little  or  no  mortification  that  he 
received  the  difpatch  announcing 
that  the  central  junta  had  appoint¬ 
ed  Don  Balthazar  de  Cifneros  to 
fucceed  him  in  his  poft.  This  per- 
fon  foon  after  arrived  at  Monte 
Video ;  he  is  faid  to  have  betray¬ 
ed  in  his  countenance,  when  land¬ 
ing,  his  fenfe  of  the  hazardous  and 
embarrafling  nature  of  the  truft 
confided  to  him.  The  general  dif- 
affe&ion  of  the  people  was  fuffici- 
ently  known  ;  and  the  opening  of 
the  ports,  the  only  meafure  the 
adoption  of  which  could  allay  this 
feeling  and  relieve  the  financial 
difficulties  of  the  government,  was 
ftill  withheld  by  the  fears  or  the 
prejudices  of  the  mother  coun¬ 
try.  The  principal  inhabitants 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  together  with 
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the  chiefs  of  the  military  corps, 
urged  Liniers  to  retain  his  autho¬ 
rity,  and  pledged  themfelves  to 
fupport  him  in  the  attempt.  Li¬ 
niers,  however,  declined  the  invi¬ 
tation  ;  his  partifans  did  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  take  any  ftep  without  his 
concurrence,  and  the  new  viceroy 
a  few  days  after  made  his  public 
entry  into  Buenos  Ayres. 

Though  a  fpirit  of  difcontent 
and  difaffeCtion  unqueftionably  con¬ 
tinued  to  agitate  the  great  mafs  of 
the  Creole  population,  nothing  of 
importance  occurred  to  difturb  the 
adminiftration  of  Cifneros  till  the 
14th  of  May,  1810,  when  the 
fatal  intelligence  arrived  of  the 
irruption  of  the  French  into  An» 
dalufia,  and  produced  the  fame  ef¬ 
fects  which  it  had  occafioned  at 
Venezuela.  About  fix  hundred  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  Buenos 
Ayres  affembled  publicly,  to  take 
into  coniideration  the  ftate  of  the 
country,  and  it  was  refolved,  with 
only  iixty  diifentient  voices,  that 
the  viceroy  ihould  be  called  upon 
to  refign  his  authority  to  the  ca- 
bildo,  in  order  that  they  might 
feledl  a  junta,  who  might  exercife 
the  fun&ions  of  adminiftration, 
until  the  meeting  of  a  general  con- 
grefs  of  deputies  from  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  viceroyalty.  This 
refolution  was  accompanied  by  the 
moft  unequivocal  expreffions  of 
devotednefs  to  Ferdinand  VII., 
and  Cifneros,  thinking  it  politic 
to  fanCtion  proceedings  which  he 
had  not  the  means  of  refilling, 
acquiefced  in  the  requifttion,  and 
gave  up  the  enligns  of  his  office 
to  the  cabildo.  It  is  probable 
that  he  apprehended  the  lefs  dan¬ 
ger  from  this  aCt  of  fubmiffion, 
as  the  cabildo  was  compofed  almoft 
wholly  of  old  Spaniards,  in  whofe 


hands  the  interefts  of  the  mother 
country  would  be  as  fafe  as  in  his 
own.  In  fad,  their  firft  ftep  was 
to  appoint  a  junta,  conffting  of 
five  perfons,  and  of  which  Cifneros 
was  nominated  the  prefident,  with 
the  fame  falary  and  diftindions  as 
he  had  previoufly  enjoyed  as  vice¬ 
roy.  This  was  in  reality  indi¬ 
rectly  reftoring  him  to  the  power 
which  he  had  juft  been  compelled 
to  refign.  The  objed  of  the  ar¬ 
rangement  was  eafily  feen  by  the 
oppofite  party ;  the  members  of 
the  aflembly  openly  exprelfed  their 
difcontent,  and  the  viceroy  and 
cabildo  were  fain  to  appeafe  it,  by 
drawing  up  fuch  a  lift  as  Ihould 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
people.  The  provincial  fuperior 
junta  now  confifted  of  Saavedra, 
as  prefident,  a  military  command¬ 
ant  ;  Caftelli,  Belgrano,  Azcue- 
maga,  Alvei  ti,  Maten,  andLarrea, 
as  ordinary  members,  with  Palfa 
and  Moreno  as  fecretaries.  Thefe 
names  were  propofed  by 
the  cabildo  to  a  general 
aflembly  of  the  inhabitants  held  in 
front  of  the  town-houfe,  and  were 
immediately  fanctioned  by  general 
acclamation.  A  feries  of  articles 
were  at  the  fame  time  agreed  upon, 
by  which  it  was  determined  that 
the  perfons  fo  named  ihould  be  re¬ 
cognized  as  the  depofttaries  of  the 
fupreme  authority  until  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  general  junta,  and  that 
they,  before  entering  upon  their 
office,  ihould  make  oath  punctually 
to  obferve  the  laws  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  to  maintain  the  integrity 
of  that  part  of  the  dominions  of 
America,  in  favour  of  their  be¬ 
loved  fovereign  Ferdinand  VII. 
They  were  forthwith  to  fend  cir¬ 
cular  orders  to  the  magistrates  of 
the  interior  to  aifemble  the  moft 
[g  3]  refpe&able 
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refpe&able  Inhabitants  in  their  re- 
fpeCtive  jurifdi&ions  for  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  deputies,  who  were  to  re¬ 
pair  without  delay  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  to  confult  about  a  fuitable 
form  of  government ;  and  the  re- 
prefentatives  were  to  be  furnifhed 
with  full  powers,  figned  by  the 
electors  and  magift  rates  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  cities  and  towns,  which  in- 
ftruments  (houid  contain  a  folemn 
engagement  to  recognize  no  other 
for  their  fovereign  than  Ferdinand 
VII.  and  his  lawful  fucceffors. 

On  the  following  day  the  new 
junta  iffued  a  proclamation,  affirm¬ 
ing  in  the  flrongeft  terms  their  fide¬ 
lity  and  attachment  to  the  king. 
Little  doubt,  however,  was  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  real  nature  of  their 
yiews  in  this  refpedl;  and  they  took 
the  eariieft  meafures  for  fecuring  the 
means  of  carrying  them  into  exe¬ 
cution.  On  the  fame  day  another 
proclamation  was  published,  for 
forming  the  infantry,  already  in 
arms,  into  regiments  of  11  inef¬ 
fective  each,  and  for  enforcing  an 
additional  levy  throughout  the 
provinces.  Every  citizen  was  de¬ 
clared  to  be  a  foldier ;  but  the 
junta  obferved,  that  the  public 
fafety  required  the  exigence  of  a 
permanent  regular  force,  compofed 
of  fuch  as  could  heft  be  fpared  for 
that  fervice,  and  the  prefen t  levy 
was  accordingly  limited  to  all  per- 
fons  between  eighteen  and  forty 
years  of  age,  who  (lion Id  be  found 
without  any  vifibie  means,  or  un¬ 
employed  in  the  pubic  fervice,  or 
in  any  mechanic  art,  trade,  or  pro- 
feffion.  Circumftances  foon  occur¬ 
red  to  put  their  profeffions  of  loy¬ 
alty  to  the  proof.  News  arrived 
of  the  appointment  of  the  regency, 
together  with  the  decree  which 
had  been  iffued  tp  regulate  the 


manner  of  convoking  the  cortes  ? 
the  fifeals  fent  thefe  papers  to  the 
audiencia,  defiring  that  they  might 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  junta,  in  or¬ 
der  that  a  day  might  be  fixed  for 
taking  the  oath  of  obedience  to 
the  regency,  and  proceeding  to 
the  election  of  deputies  to  the 
cortes.  The  junta  affedted  to  doubt 
whether  the  authenticity  of  thefe 
orders  were  fubftantiated  with  fuf- 
ficent  legal  precifion,  and  they 
aiked  of  the  audiencia  whether  any 
precedent  could  be  found  of  ac¬ 
knowledging  any  fovereign  autho¬ 
rity  upon  the  grounds  merely  of 
an  unauthenticated  printed  paper  ? 
Their  communications  with  the  ca- 
bildo  of  Monte  Video  were  in  the 
fame  fpirit.  The  people  of  that 
fettlement  had  celebrated  the  in- 
ftallation  of  the  regency  with  every 
exprellion  of  popular  rejoicing,  and 
when  the  cabildo  were  invited  by 
the  Buenos  Ayres  junta,  to  com¬ 
bine  their  proceedings  with  thole 
of  the  capital,  they  declined  act¬ 
ing,  until  it  fhould  appear  what 
courfe  the  junta  had  determined  to 
purfue,  in  confequence  of  the  laft 
intelligence  from  Europe.  The 
junta,  in  reply,  profeffed  utterly 
to  difallow  the  authority  of  the 
regency  ;  the  central  junta,  they 
faid,  had  no  authority  to  delegate 
their  power-— a  power  in  its  own 
nature  intranfmiffahle.  It  had 
been  allowed  by  the  regency  itfelf, 
that  the  people  of  America  ought 
to  have  an  aCfual  fhare  in  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  fovereign,  and 
it  was  time  that  they  fhould  at 
length  enjoy  fome  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  had  been  fo  long  with¬ 
held  from  them.  Was  it  not  un- 
reafonable  that  fo  minute  a  fpot  in 
geography  as  the  I  fie  of  Leon, 
fhould  determine,  without  more 
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deliberation  and  inquiry  upon  the 
fate  of  thefe  immenfe  regions  ?  In 
the  mean  time  there  was  nothing 
which  fhould  prevent  the  mod  per¬ 
fect  fellowfnip  between  the  two 
fettlements.  Monte-Video  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  regency  ;  they  did  not 
acknowledge  it.  The  queftion 
would  be  determined  by  their  re- 
fpedive  reprefentatives ;  in  the 
meanwhile  the  interefts  of  both 
effablifhments,  and  the  rights  of 
their  common  fovereign,  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  whom  they  both  acknow¬ 
ledged,  and  to  whom  the  junta  had 
fworn  fidelity,  required  that  they 
fhould  continue  in  peace  and  friend- 
fhip  with  each  other.  The  great 
point,  they  faid,  was  that  they 
fhould  remain  faithful  vaffals  of 
their  auguft  monarch,  and  they 
concluded  by  exhorting  the  Monte 
Videans  to  redouble  with  them 
their  efforts  for  the  fuccour  of 
their  diitreffed  metropolis,  to  de¬ 
fend  her  rights,  to  obey  her  laws, 
to  rejoice  in  her  victories,  and  to 
grieve  for  her  misfortunes. 

But  the  conduct  of  the  junta 
foon  became  as  little  equivocal  as 
their  language.  The  late  viceroy, 
Cifneros,  was  arrefted  as  a  confpi- 
rator  againfl  the  new  order  of 
things,  and  a  pretext  was  foon 
feized  to  get  rid  of  the  audencia, 
which  was  known  to  difcounte- 
nance  their  proceedings.  The  tri¬ 
bunal,  indeed,  had  upon  requifi- 
tion  fent  one  of  the  fifcals  to  take, 
in  their  name,  the  oath  of  obedi¬ 
ence  and  refped  to  the  junta,  but 
it  was  complained  of  that  he  had 
entered  the  hall  of  the  cabildo  with 
a  cane,  with  which  he  kept  tap¬ 
ping  his  teeth,  and  “  by  this  ad 
of  rudenefs  manifefled  his  contempt 
of  the  junta. ”  The  more  probable 
occafion  of  the  difpleafure  of  that 
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body,  was  the  circumftance  of  the 
deputed  fiscal’s  having  tacked  to 
his  oath  a  kind  of  proteft  in  favour 
of  the  rights  of  Ferdinand  VII. 
and  of  the  mother  country.  A 
fimilar  ground  of  offence  was  given 
a  few  days  after,  when  the  court 
came  to  compliment  the  junta  in 
the  hall  of  the  citadel.  Upon  this 
occafion,  Signior  Reyes,  the  other 
fifcal,  is  alledged,  for  want  of  a 
cane,  to  have  kept  heating  his 
nails  againft  his  teeth,  with  the 
view  of  bringing  the  junta  into 
contempt  by  this  indecorous  and 
extraordinary  adion.  An  angry 
correfpondence  enfued,  which  was 
fhortly  clofed  by  the  difmiffal  of 
all  the  members  of  the  court  from 
their  fituations ;  and  the  judges 
and  fifcals,  together  with  the  de» 
pofed  viceroy,  Cifneros,  were  foon 
after  compelled  to  embark  in  a  vef- 
fel  for  Old  Spain,  A  proclamation 
was  iffued  in  juftifica-  T 
tion  oi  this  proceeding,  J  J 

in  which  the  audiencia  were  ac- 
cufed  of  having  formed  a  decided 
fyflem  of  oppofition  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  of  tardinefs  in  taking  the 
prefcribed  oaths ;  and  having  at 
lafl  taken  them  with  a  refervation, 
and  “  accompanied  by  circum- 
fiances  of  direfped,  evincing  a 
fpirit  of  hoftility  that  might  lead 
to  frefli  convulfions.”  In  a  few 
days  after  the  cabildo  was  alfo  dif- 
miffed,  and  another  appointed  in 
its  Head. 

The  junta  finding  themfelves 
now  poffeffed  of  uncontrolled  and 
unreferved  fway  in  the  city,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  take  meafures  for  en¬ 
forcing  fubmiflion  to  their  power 
in  the  interior.  Soon  after  the 
arrival  of  his  fucceffor  in  the  vice¬ 
royalty,  Liniers  had  retired  to 
Cordoba  del  Tucuman,  where  he 

[Q  4]  purehafed 


248]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


purchafed  an  eftate,  and  apparently 
purpofed  to  fpend  the  reft  of  his 
days,  in  that  indolence  and  quiet 
which  beft  fuited  his  natural  dif- 
pofition.  When  the  news  of  the 
late  proceedings  at  Buenos  Ayres 
arrived  at  Cordova,  the  governor 
aflembled  a  meeting  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  perfons,  whether  civil,  mili¬ 
tary,  or  ecclefiaftical,  of  the  city  : 
at  this  Liniers  attended  ;  as  the 
defigns  of  the  junta  were  no  longer 
doubtful,  it  was  refolved  that  its 
authority  could  not  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  confiftently  with  what  they 
owed  to  the  king  and  to  the  mo¬ 
ther  country  ;  and  that  meafures 
fhould  be  taken  for  refilling  it  by 
force.  The  revolutionary  govern¬ 
ment,  however,  anticipated  their 
preparations;  an  army  was  ordered 
to  move  upon  Cordova.  The  chief 
perfons  of  the  city,  including  Li¬ 
niers,  fled  towards  Peru,  with  a 
body  of  about  400  men ;  they 
were  purfued  and  overtaken  ;  the 


men  difperfed,  and  Liniers,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  iritendanf,  the  mi- 
nifter  of  the  treafury,  the  afleflfor, 
and  the  bilhop,  became  prifoners, 
and  were  fent  to  Buenos  Ayres. 
An  infamous  tragedy  enfued  ;  the 
junta,  dreading  probably  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  prefence  of  Liniers  in 
the  city,  to  which  he  had  rendered 
fuch  ftgnal  fervices,  fent  CaftelH, 
one  of  their  own  number,  to  meet 
the  prifoners,  and  put  them  to  im¬ 
mediate  death.  The  bifhop  was 
fpared,  from  conlideration  to  the 
popular  prejudices;  the  reft  were 
tied  to  the  waggons  in  which  they 
were  being  conveyed,  and  Ihot. 
The  laft  a<5l  of  the  junta,  during 
the  prefent  year,  was  a  declara¬ 
tion  in  favour  of  equality.  n  ^ 
By  this  all  honorary  dif-  eG* 
tinflions  were  abolifhed,  and  it 
was  decreed  that  there  Ihould  be 
a  perfect  and  identical  equality  be¬ 
tween  the  prelident  and  the  other 
members  of  the  junta. 
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THE  marriage  of  Buonaparte 
was  the  great  event  which, 
toward  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  principally  engaged  the 
attention  of  France  and  of  Europe. 
This  ftep  had  been  looked  for,  ever 
ftnce  his  divorce  in  the  December 
preceding,  and  it  was  a  fubjedt 
of  anxious  {peculation  from  which 
of  the  imperial  or  royal  houfes  of 
Europe  would  be  feledied  the  fuc- 
cefifor  of  the  ill-requited  Jofephine. 
But  although  there  can  be  little 
doubt  but  that  this  point  had  been 
determined  upon  as  far  back  as  the 
negociations  at  Altenberg,  yet 
fuch  was  the  fecrefy  obferved  re- 
fpedlingir,  that  among  the  nume¬ 
rous  conjedures  which  the  fubjedt 
occafioned,  hardly  any  one  had 
fallen  upon  the  truth.  At  length, 
however,  on  the  27  th  of  February, 
a  meffage  to  the  fenate  announced, 
that  Napoleon  had  difpatched  the 
Prince  of  Neufchatel  to  Vienna, 
to  folicit  the  hand  of  the  Arch- 
duchefs  Maria  Louifa,  daughter  of 
the  Emperor  of  Auftria.  We 
have  been  defirous/*  faid  he,  u  of 
eminently  contributing  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  prefent  generation. 
The  enemies  of  the  continent  have 
founded  their  profperity  upon  its 
diffenfions  or  divifions.  They 
can  no  longer  nourifh  war  by  im¬ 
puting  to  us  projedls  incompatible 
with  the  ties  and  duties  of  affinity 
which  we  have  juft  contracted 
with  the  imperial  houfe  reigning 


in  Auftria.  The  brilliant  quali¬ 
ties  which  diftinguifti  the  Arch- 
duchefs  Maria  Louifa,  have  ac¬ 
quired  for  her  the  love  of  the 
people  of  Auftria.  They  have 
fixed  our  regards*  Our  people 
will  love  this  princefs  from  their 
love  for  us,  until  being  wifneffes 
of  all  the  virtues  which  have 
given  her  fo  high  a  place  in  our 
thoughts,  they  fhall  love  her  for 
herfelf.5* 

Berthier  made  his  formal  entry 
into  Vienna  on  the  5th  of  March. 
The  two  following  days  were 
paffed  in  receiving  audiences  and 
entertainments,  in  one  of  which 
was  exhibited  a  tranfparency  with 
the  figure  of  fame  fupporting  the 
two  imperial  crowns,  on  which 
were  the  initials  N,  and  L.  and 
underneath  was  a  winged  genius, 
uniting  the  arms  of  France  and 
Auftria,  and  decorating  them  with 
a  wreath  of  myrtle  and  laurel. 
On  the  y th  the  ambaffador  re¬ 
ceived  in  his  apartment  deputa¬ 
tions  from  the  ftates  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia,  the  nobility  and  the 
bilhops  ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
following  day  he  went  in  full 
ftate  to  court,  and  made  the  formal 
demand  of  the  hand  of  the  arch- 
duchefs.  The  emperor  Francis, 
according  to  the  Vienna  gazette, 
which  is  our  authority  for  thefe 
details,  replied  to  the  addrefs  of 
the  ambaffador,  that  he  regarded 
the  demand  of  his  daughter  in 
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marriage  as  a  pledge  of  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  which  he  juftly  appre¬ 
ciated.  In  the  friendfhip  of  that 
prince  he  found  highly  valuable 
grounds  of  confolarion  for  the  re¬ 
paration  of  his  beloved  child.  The 
archduchefs  was  then  introduced, 
and  Berthier  addrefied  her  with 
afliirances,  that  though  political 
confiderations  might  have  influ¬ 
enced  the  determination  of  the  two 
fovereigns  ;  the  firft  confideration 
was  her  happinefs  ;  it  was  above 
ail,  her  heart,  that  the  emperor 
wifhed  to  obtain.  He  then  pre- 
fented  to  her  the  portrait  of  Buo¬ 
naparte,  which  was  immediately 
appended  to  her  bofom  by  the 
grand  miftrefs  of  her  houfehold. 
The  Archduke  Charles,  at  the  re- 
queft  of  Napoleon,  adfed  as  his 
proxy  at  the  marriage,  which  was 
celebrated  on  the  loth  in  the 
church  of  the  Auguftins, 

The  new  emprefs  left  Vienna  on 
the  13  th,  and  reached  Compeigne 
on  the  28th.  Here  Ihe  was  met 
by  Napoleon,  who  accompanied 
her  on  the  30th  to  St.  Cloud,  and 
the  civil  marriage  was  celebrated 
in  that  palace  on  the  firft  of 
April.  This  part  of  the  cere¬ 
mony  was  fufficiently  Ample.  The 
prince  archchancellor  alked  the 
two  parties  feverally,  whether 
they  confented  to  take  each  other  in 
marriage,  and  when  they  had  both 
declared  that  they  did  fo  confent, 
he  pronounced  them  to  be  married 
in  the  name  of  the  emperor  and 
the  taw.  Next  day  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  ftate  to  Paris,  and  the 
religious  part  of  the  ceremony  was 
folemnized  the  fame  evening  in 
the  chapel  of  the  Louvre.  Two 
chairs  of  ftate  and  a  praying  deik 
were  placed  upon  a  fmall  platform 


in  front  of  the  altar,  over  which 
was  erefted  a  fuperb  canopy. 
Thefe  were  for  Napoleon  and  his 
bride.  A  bafon,  containing  thirty 
pieces  of  gold  and  the  marriage 
ring  were  laid  upon  the  altar, 
clofe  to  which  were  placed  two 
large  wax  tapers,  in  each  of  which 
twenty  pieces  of  gold  were,  in- 
crufted.  The  Vent  Creator  was 
fung,  and  the  grand  almoner  hav¬ 
ing  blefled  the  thirty  pieces  of 
gold  and  the  ring,  the  parties  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  foot  of  the  altar,  and 
there  took  each  other  by  the  right 
hand,  while  the  grand  almoner 
faid,  “  Sire,  you  declare  that  you 
acknowledge,  and  you  fwear  be¬ 
fore  God,  and  in  the  face  of  his 
holy  church,  that  you  now  take 
as  your  wife  and  lawful  fpoufe 
her  imperial  and  royal  highnefs, 
Maria  Louifa,  Archduchefs  of  Auf- 
tria,  here  prefent  Napoleon 
anfwered,  t(  Yes.” — And  the  Al¬ 
moner  continued,  “  You  promife 
and  fwear  to  be  faithful  to  her  in 
all  things  as  a  faithful  husband 
ought  to  be  towards  his  fpoufe, 
according  to  the  commandment  of 
God  ?”  This  being  alfo  anfwered 
affirmatively,  the  fame  formula 
was  repeated  to  the  archduchefs, 
with  the  omiffion,  however,  of  the 
word  “  acknowledge,”  which  im¬ 
plied,  what,  it  fee  ms,  the  prin- 
cefs  did  not  admit  the  validity  of, 
the  civil  marriage.  The  grand 
almoner  then  delivered  the  pieces 
of  gold  to  Napoleon,  who  pre- 
fented  them  one  by  one  to  the  em¬ 
prefs.  He  next  received  the  ring, 
and  placing  it  on  her  finger,  faid, 
“  I  give  you  this  ring  in  token 
of  the  marriage  we  contraft  and 
the  minifter  making  the  fign  of 
the  crofs  on  her  hand  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
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of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  pronounced 
them  man  and  wife.  They  then 
received  on  their  knees  the  nuptial 
benediction.  After  this  they  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  altar,  each  bearing 
one  of  the  tapers  incrufted  with 
the  pieces  of  gold,  which  they 
prefented  as  their  offering  to 
the  grand  almoner.  High  mafs 
was  then  performed;  after  which 
they  took  the  facrament,  and  the 
whole  was  concluded  bv  a  Te 
Deum. 

On  the  following  day  the  em¬ 
peror  and  emprefs  received  the 
homage  and  congratulations  of  the 
fenate  and  legillative  bodies.  We 
will  infert  the  addrefs  to  the  em¬ 
prefs.  “  Madam,”  faid  the  pre- 
fident,  (S  the  fhouts  of  joy  which 
have  every  where  accompanied 
your  majefty’s  fteps,  that  concert 
of  benedictions  which  ftill  echos 
from  Vienna  to  Paris,  are  the 
faithful  expreffions  of  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  people.  The  fenate 
comes  to  offer  to  your  majefly 
teftimonies  of  homage  not  lefs  ar¬ 
dent,  not  lefs  fmcere.  The  im¬ 
perial  crown  which  fparkles  on 
your  brow,  and  that  other  crown 
of  graces  and  virtues  which  tem¬ 
pers  and  foftens  the  luftre  of  the 
former,  attract  toward  you  the 
hearts  of  30,000,000  of  French¬ 
men,  who  make  it  their  joy  and 
pride  to  falute  you  by  the  name  of 
their  fovereign.  The  French, 
whom  you  have  adopted,  and  to 
whom  by  the  moil  facred  of  pro- 
mifes  you  have  vowed  the  fenti- 
ments  of  a  tender  mother,  you  will 
find  worthy  of  your  kind  regard. 
You  will  more  and  more  cherifh 
this  good  and  tender-hearted  peo¬ 
ple,  who  always  feel  an  anxious 
wifh  to  love  thofe  who  govern 
them,  and  to  place  affedion  and 


honour  by  the  fide  of  zeal  and 
obedience.  Thefe  fentiments  which 
we  have  the  happinefs  to  exprefs 
to  your  majefties,  are  under 
the  guarantee  of  heaven,  like  that 
facred  oath  which  has  for  ever 
united  the  fplendid  deftinies  of 
Napoleop  and  Maria  Louifa.”  It 
would  feem  to  have  efcaped  the 
prefident’s  recollection,  that  he  was 
addreffing  the  grand-niece  of  Maria 
Antonette,  but  could  the  princefs 
herfelf  have  forgotten  it  2 

For  fome  weeks  after  the  mar¬ 
riage  the  Paris  papers  were  filled 
with  little  elfe  than  accounts  of 
the  feftivals  and  rejoicings,  which 
were  taking  place  in  all  parts  of 
the  empire,  in  celebration  of  this 
great  event.  A  free  pardon  was 
decreed  for  all  foldiers  who  had 
deferted  previous  to  the  year  1806  ; 
and  likewife  to  all  thofe  whofe 
defertion  had  taken  place  fubfe- 
quently,  on  condition  they  re. 
turned  to  their  regiments.  All 
unpaid  fines  were  remitted,  and  all 
perfons  detained  for  foreft  offences 
let  at  liberty  ;  6000  retired  fol¬ 
diers  were  to  be  married  to  girls 
of  their  communes,  who  fhould 
receive,  if  belonging  to  Paris,  a 
dowry  of  1200  francs,  or  half  that 
fum  if  from  the  reft  of  the  empire  ; 
12000  difhes  of  meat,  the  fame 
number  ot  loaves,  and  144  pipes 
of  wine  were  diftributed  by  a 
lottery  among  the  people.  Upon 
the  arrival  of  the  princefs  at 
Compeigne,  Buonaparte  fent  feven 
cordons  of  the  legion  of  honour 
to  the  Auftrian  court.  One  of 
them  was  deftined  to  the  Arch¬ 
duke  Charles,  and  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  letter,  in  which  he  was 
thanked  by  his  i(  affectionate  con- 
fin”  for  having  reprefented  him 
in  the  marriage. ceremony  which 

took 


/ 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


252] 

took  place  at  Vienna.  (e  Your 
highnefs  knows,”  added  Buona¬ 
parte,  i(  that  my  efteem  for  you 
is  of  long  Handing,  and  founded 
on  your  eminent  qualities  and  great 
actions.  1  requeft  your  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  grand  ribbon  of  the 
legion  of  honour,  with  the  crofs 
which  I  myfelf  wear,  and  with 
which  are  decorated  20,000  fol- 
diers  who  have  been  mutilated, 
or  who  have  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  in  the  field  of  honour.  The 
firft  of  thefe  decorations  is  a  tri¬ 
bute  due  to  your  genius  as  a  gene¬ 
ral  ;  the  fecond  to  your  bravery 
as  a  foldier.”  There  founded 
fomething  equivocal  in  the  com¬ 
pliment  conveyed  in  thefe  allu- 
fions  to  the  military  career  of  the 
archduke. 

Opinions  were  various  as  to 
the  probable  operation  of  this 
event  on  the  future  tranquillity  of 
Europe.  More  fanguine  politicians 
were  inclined  to  hope  much  from 
the  effe&s  which  they  conceived 
thefe  new  ties,  both  domeftic  and 
political,  muft  have  upon  the  cha¬ 
racter  and  conduft  of  Buonaparte. 
But  thofe  who  better  underftood 
the  inexorable  nature  of  the  man, 
faw  little  reafon  to  indulge  in  fuch 
anticipations.  An  article  which 
had  appeared  a  day  or  two  before 
in  the  Ratifbon  gazette,  and 
which,  of  courfe,  muft  be  under¬ 
ftood  as  publifhed  by  the  imme¬ 
diate  fuggeftion  and  authority  of 
Buonaparte’s  agents,  fufficiently 
indicated  the  nature  of  the  pro¬ 
jects  which  continued  to  float  in 
his  mind. 

(f  By  the  abdication  of  the  em¬ 
peror  Francis  in  1806,”  it  was 
iaidj  (<  the  Roman  and  German 
imperial  dignity  was  no  longer  in 
exiftence.  It  is  obvious,  there¬ 
fore,  that  fo  far  back  as  that  year. 


the  great  emperor  of  the  French 
had  a  right  to  aflume  the  title  of 
Roman  and  French  Emperor,  had 
he  chofen  to  make  any  addition 
to  the  fplendid  titles  he  already 
enjoys.  The  year  1809  which 
has  woven  fo  many  laurels  for  the 
head  of  Napoleon,  alfo  hails  him 
mafter  of  Rome.  He  revokes  the 
gifts  made  by  Charlemagne  to  the 
bifhops  of  Rome,  and  as  legitimate 
lord  paramount  of  Rome  he  may 
now,  in  the  fame  manner  as  his 
illuftrious  predeceflor,  ftyle  him- 
felf  Roman  and  French  Emperor. 
The  eagle  which  Charlemagne 
brought  from  Rome,  and  placed  on 
the  battlements  of  his  palace  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  has  been  reftored 
to  the  Romans  by  Napoleon.  He 
makes  them  ftiarers  in  his  empire 
and  his  glory,  and  a  thoufand 
years  after  the  reign  of  Charle¬ 
magne  a  new  medal  will  be  ftruck 
with  the  memorable  infcription, 
Renovatio  Imperii .  After  ages  of 
oblivion  the  empire  of  the  weft 
re-appears  with  renovated  vigour, 
for  Napoleon  the  great  muft  be 
looked  on  as  the  founder  of  a  re¬ 
vived  weftern  empire,  and  in  this 
character  he  will  prove  a  blefiing 
to  civilized  Europe.  The  peace 
of  the  continent  will  thus  be  com¬ 
pletely  re-eftabliftied.  The  great 
number  of  well  meaning  people  to 
whom  Napoleon’s  power  feemed 
opprefllve,  while  they  confidered 
themfelves  as  exempt  from  any 
engagement  towards  his  will,  ful¬ 
fil  their  new  duties  with  inviola¬ 
ble  fidelity.  Confidered  in  this 
point  of  view  it  will  appear,  that 
the  re-eftabliftiment  of  the  weftern 
empire  is  a  duty  which  Napoleon 
owes  not  lefs  to  the  law  of  felf- 
prefervation,  than  to  the  repofe  of 
Europe.” 

The  weftern  empire  had,  in  fadf, 
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been  re-eftabli(hed  in  every  thing 
but  in  name,  and  the  affumption  of 
this  was  probably  the  fingle  ex- 
predion  of  his  triumph,  from 
which,  in  deference  to  the  vanity 
of  the  French,  he  would  think  it 
prudent  to  abftain.  A  decree, 
however,  which  was  paft,  declar- 
tj,  ,  ing  the  Roman  dates  an 

e  *  1^*  integral  part  of  the 
French  empire,  feemed  to  give 
fome  grounds  of  belief  that  he  was 
about  to  adopt  the  dep  which  had 
been  thus  alluded  to. 

By  the  other  articles  of  the 
decree,  the  Roman  territory  was 
divided  into  two  departments,  en¬ 
titled  of  Rome  and  of  Thradmene. 
The  city  of  Rome  was  declared 
the  fecond  in  the  empire.  The 
imperial  prince  was  to  bear  the 
title  and  receive  the  honours  of 
king  of  Rome,  and  the  emperors 
after  having  been  crowned  in  the 
church  of  Notre  Dame  at  Paris, 
were,  before  the  tenth  year  of 
their  reign,  to  be  crowned  again 
in  St.  Peter’s  at  Rome.  The 
fecond  title  of  the  decree  ordained, 
that  all  foreign  fovereignty  was 
incompatible  with  the  exercife  of 
any  fpiritual  authority  in  the  in¬ 
terior  of  the  empire;  that  at  the 
time  of  their  exaltation  the  popes 
lhould  fwear  never  to  a6f  contrary 
to  the  four  propofitions  of  the 
Gallican  church,  determined  in  the 
aflembly  of  the  clergy  in  1682  ; 
and  thefe  four  propofitions  were 
further  declared  common  to  all  the 
catholic  churches  of  the  empire. 
Palaces  lhould  be  allotted  to  the 
pope  in  the  different  places  in  the 
empire  in  which  he  lhould  choofe 
to  refide  ;  lie  would  of  courfe  have 
one  at  Rome  and  one  at  Paris.  A 
revenue  of  2,000,000/.  in  landed 
property  was  affigned  to  him,  and 
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the  expences  of  the  facred  college, 
and  of  the  propaganda,  were  de¬ 
clared  imperial. 

The  fpoliation  of  the  papal  terri¬ 
tories  however  properly  dates  from 
the  fpring  preceding.  It  was  the 
final  annexation  of  Holland,  which 
formed  the  dillinguifhing  ufurpation 
of  this  year  of  the  reign  of  Napo¬ 
leon.  That  unhappy  country  had 
necelfarily  more  than  any  other  of 
the  continent  fuffered  from  the  to¬ 
tal  annihilation  of  all  foreign  or 
maritime  intercourfe,  produced  by 
the  violent  meafures  of  Buona¬ 
parte  ;  but  even  the  facrifice  of  a 
commerce,  aimed  elTential  to  her 
exiftence,  could  not  latisfy  his  ty¬ 
ranny.  It  is  difficult,  and  in  fa 61 
impoffible,  even  under  ordinary 
circumftances,  wholly  to  preclude 
a  contraband  intercourfe,  which 
may  prefent  to  thofe  who  may 
venture  to  engage  in  it,  the  in¬ 
ducement  of  an  unufual  profit  :  but 
in  the  unprecedented  circumftances 
of  oppreffion,  under  which  the 
commercial  relations  of  the  Dutch 
laboured  at  that  moment,  the 
temptations  to  the  evafion  of  pro¬ 
hibitions,  in  the  infringement  of 
which  the  government  and  the 
people  were  alike  interefted,  were 
indefinitely  increafed.  Buonaparte 
had,  therefore,  naturally  found  the 
moft  difficulty  in  enforcing  his  de¬ 
crees  on  the  point  where  the  pref- 
fure  of  their  operation  was  felt 
the  moft  fenfibly  ;  his  anger 
was  yet  more  inflamed  when  he 
difeovered  that  the  brother  whom 
he  had  given  to  the  Dutch  as 
king,  a  man  it  feems,  of  mild  and 
honourable  feeling,  refufed  to  lend 
himfelf  as  the  paffive  inftrument 
of  the  oppreffion  and  ruin  of  the 
people  intrufted  to  him.  The 
long  courfe  of  uninterrupted  fuc- 
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cefs  and  conqueft  which  had  diftin- 
guifhed  Napoleon’s  career,  had 
produced  upon  his  mind  the  effeft 
which  might  have  been  expefted 
from  it.  The  flighteft  refiftance 
to  his  will  irritated  him,  and  in 
the  impatience  of  his  temper  he 
concerned  himfelf  little  to  examine 
what  were  the  moral  and  phyfical 
obftacles  which  offered  themfelves 
to  the  exertion  of  his  power.  In 
feveral  of  the  ftate  papers  promul¬ 
gated  of  late,  the  raoft  unequivocal 
intimations  had  been  thrown  out 
of  the  determination  of  the  French 
government  to  incorporate  Hol¬ 
land  with  France.  Louis  had  gone 
to  Paris  upon  the  occalion  of  his 
brother’s  divorce,  and  from  the 
length  of  his  fubfequent  flay  it 
began  to  be  furmifed  that  his  re¬ 
turn  would  not  be  permitted. 

At  length,  however,  M.  Cham- 

pagny  addreffed  an  official  note  to 

the  Dutch  minifter  for  foreign 

I  affairs.  In  this  it  was 

jan.  23.  fl.afec|^  -p  tpje  dg, 

terminations  to  which  he  had  found 
himfelf  compelled  to  come  were 
contrary  to  the  views  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Holland,  the  emperor  was 
certainly  forry  for  it  ;  but  the 
unrelenting  deftiny  which  pre- 
fided  over  the  affairs  of  this  world, 
obliged  his  majesty  to  follow  up 
with  a  firm  ftep  thofe  meafures  of 
which  the  neceffity  had  been  de- 
monftrated  to  him,  without  fuffer- 
ing  himfelf  to  be  turned  afide  by 
fecondary  confiderations.  u  Be¬ 
fore  the  Englifh  orders  in  council, 
of  November,  1807,”  continued 
M.  Champagny,  “  there  was  lit¬ 
tle  inconvenience  to  the  common 
caufe  in  the  Dutch  commerce  with 
England,  either  by  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  neutrals,  or  by  borrowing 


their  flag.  Marfeilles,  Bourdeaux, 
and  Antwerp  enjoyed  the  fame  ad¬ 
vantage.  When,  however,  in  the 
juft  exercife  of  reprifals,  the  empe¬ 
ror  replied  to  the  blockade  of 
France  by  the  blockade  of  the 
Britifh  illands,  the  neutrals,  and 
particularly  the  Americans,  de¬ 
manded  an  explanation  of  this 
meafure.  It  was  replied  to  them, 
that  although  the  abfurd  fyftem  of 
blockading  a  whole  ftate  was  an 
intolerable  ufurpation,  the  govern¬ 
ment  ft  ill  contented  itfelf  by  flop¬ 
ping  Englifh  commerce  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  and  that  the  neutral  flag 
would  be  refpefted  on  the  fea. 
But  even  this  meafure,  neceffita- 
ting  as  it  did  the  clofing  of  the 
Dutch  ports  to  Englifh  commerce, 
was  injurious  to  the  mercantile  in- 
terefts,  and  repugnant  to  the  an¬ 
cient  habits  of  the  people  of  Hol¬ 
land,  and  hence  arofe  that  fecret 
oppofition  which  began  to  exift 
between  France  and  the  Dutch. 
From  that  time  the  emperor  faw 

A 

with  grief  that  the  king  of  Holland 
was  divided  between  his  moft  im- 
perfcriptible duties,  viz  ;  thofe  which 
he  owed  to  the  imperial  throne,  and 
to  the  mercantile  interefts  of  the 
Dutch  nation.  He  armed  himfelf 
with  patience,  however,  until  the 
publication  of  the  Britifh  orders  of 
council,  of  November,  1807.  By 
that  aft  England  rendered  all  na¬ 
tions  her  tributaries,  fubjefted  them 
to  her  laws,  and  declared  herfelf 
fovereign  of  the  ocean,  extending 
over  the  whole  globe  the  jurif- 
diftion  of  the  Bririfh  parliament. 
The  emperor  thus  driven  to  ex¬ 
tremes,  replied  by  the  Milan  de¬ 
cree.  America  by  her  embargo 
renounced  all  navigation  and  com¬ 
merce,  facrificing  the  intereft  of 

the 
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the  moment  for  the  prefervation 
of  her  independence.  But  Hol¬ 
land,  on  whom  the  fuccefs  of 
thefe  meafures  depended  more  than 
upon  any  other  country,  was  an 
obftacle  to  their  execution,  and 
continued  to  carry  on  a  commerce 
with  England.  All  reprefenta- 
tions  on  the  fubjeft  had  been  ufe- 
lefs.  The  emperor  had  been  twice 
compelled  to  adopt  vigorous  mea¬ 
fures  by  (hutting  the  French  cuf- 
tom-houfes  to  the  commerce  of 
Holland  ;  they  were  (hut  up  at 
that  moment,  fo  that  the  Dutch 
had  no  legal  communication  with 
the  nations  of  the  continent,  and 
the  emperor  was  refolved  not  to 
open  thofe  barriers  while  circum- 
fiances  remained  unchanged ;  it 
would  in  fad:  be  to  open  them  to 
England,5’ 

Mon.  Champagny  then  went  on 
to  (late,  that  on  the  other  hand, 
Holland  was  feen  to  be  without 
means  of  war,  without  a  navy, 
without  energy  ;  almoft  without 
means  for  its  own  defence.  Def- 
titute  of  forces,  of  revenues,  it 
might  almoft  be  faid  of  friends  or 
allies,  the  Dutch  were  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  merchants,  animated  mere¬ 
ly  by  their  commercial  interefts, 
and  forming  a  rich,  ufeful,  and  re- 
fpedable  company,  but  not  a  na¬ 
tion.  England  was  dill  bent  on 
war,  and  had  by  her  orders  in 
council  rendered  lawful  every 
means  of  repelling  her  pretenfions. 
If  (he  dill  refufed  to  refcind  thefe 
orders,  the  emperor  was  refolved 
firft,  to  recal  home  the  prince  of 
his  blood,  whom  he  had  placed  on 
the  throne  of  Holland  ;  fecondly, 
to  occupy  all  the  mouths  of  the 
rivers  in  Holland  and  all  its  ports 
by  French  troops  ;  and  thirdly, 
to  employ  every  means,  and  with¬ 


out  being  (lopped  by  any  confide- 
ration,  for  making  Holland  enter 
into  the  continental  fyftem,  and 
finally  wrefting  its  ports  and  eoafts 
from  the  adminiftration  which  had 
rendered  them  the  principal  entre¬ 
pots  of  Englifti  commerce. 

The  tone  of  inful t  in  which 
this  paper  was  exprefted,  was,  if 
poflible,  more  revolting  than  the 
impudence  with  which  it  avowed 
the  adoption  of  principles  fo  mon- 
ftrous,  and  the  tyrannous  injuftice 
by  which  the  exiftence  of  Holland 
was  declared  to  depend  upon  an 
event  altogether  beyond  her  con- 
troul,  viz.  the  repeal  of  the  Eng™, 
li(h  orders  in  council.  Upon  the 
publication  of  this  paper  Louis 
wrote  a  letter  to  his  legifiative 
body,  with  a  view,  he  faid,  of 
dimiminifhing  the  impreftion  which 
fo  extraordinary  an  accufation  as 
that  of  having  betrayed  the  con¬ 
tinent,  muft  have  occasioned.  Af¬ 
ter  all  the  redoubled  facrifices  en¬ 
dured  of  late  years,  by  Holland, 
fuch  a  charge,  (aid  he,  could  hardly 
have  been  looked  for  at  a  moment 
when  the  (late  of  maritime  affairs 
operated  upon  her  more  feverely 
than  upon  all  other  countries  col¬ 
lectively,  and  when,  to  complete 
their  misfortunes,  they  had  befides 
to  fuftain  a  blockade  on  the  con¬ 
tinent.  In  another  letter  written 
about  this  time  to  his  minifters, 
he  dated,  that  it  dill  appeared 
from  his  conferences  with  his 
brother,  that  Holland  could  not 
continue  to  enjoy  her  indepen¬ 
dence  if  the  maritime  war  was 
prolonged ;  there  remained  only 
one  hope,  therefore,  the  bringing 
about  of  a  peace  with  England, 
and  he  ordered  them  to  difpatch, 
as  foon  as  poffible,  a  proper  agent, 
for  the  purpofe  of  laying  the  (late 
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of  things  before  the  Englifh 
government,  and  of  afcertaining 
how  far  it  might  de  induced  to 
avert  the  meafures  threatened  by 
France,  by  the  adoption  of  more 
pacific  fentiments.  A  perfon,  of 
the  name  of  Labouchere,  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  fent  by  the  Dutch  mi- 
niders.  He  arrived  in  London  on 
the  6th  of  February,  and  had  next 
day  a  conference  with  the  fecre- 
tary  of  date.  At  their  next  in¬ 
terview  Lord  Wellefley  gave  him 
“  a  note  of  verbal  communica¬ 
tion,  **  without  fignature,  dating 
in  fubftance,  that  notwithftanding 
the  ftrong  fympathy  that  had  long 
been  felt  in  this  country  for  the 
unfortunate  fituation  of  Holland, 
it  could  not  be  expected  that  we 
could  facrifice  for  her  our  own 
honour  and  interefts.  The  French 
government  had  not  fhewn  the 
lead  fymptom  of  a  difpofition  to 
make  peace,  or  to  give  up  any  of 
thofe  pretenfions  which  had  hither¬ 
to  rendered  ineffectual  the  good 
will  of  the  Englifh  government 
upon  that  fubjedt.  With  refpect 
to  the  orders  in  council,  they  were 
not  the  occalion,  but  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  French  decrees  j 
thefe  lad  were  dill  in  vigour,  and 
it  was  unreafonable  to  expect  that 
we  fhould  relax  in  any  degree  from 
,  the  meafures  of  perfonal  defence, 
which  were  neceffary  to  protect: 
us  from  the  enemv,  becaufe  he 
himfelf  fuffered  from  the  deps  he 
had  taken,  and  neverthelefs  be¬ 
trayed  no  difpofition  to  retrace 
them.  This  communication  was 
all  that  M.  Labouchere  could  ob¬ 
tain  from  this  government.  In 
his  account  of  his  conferences  with 
Lord  Welledey,  he  obferved,  that 
the  Englifh  minidry  feemed  to 
think  that  while  on  one  hand  it  was 


extremely  uncertain  whether  any 
declaration,  or  even  concefiion  on 
their  part,  could  lead  to  any 
ufeful  changes,  on  the  other,  it 
would  always  be  impoffible  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  dability  of  thefe 
changes  ;  and  that  in  all  cafes,  any 
dep  which  might  appear  incompati¬ 
ble  with  honour  or  dignity,  would 
be  neceffarily  precluded,  however 
favourable  it  might  be  made  to  ap¬ 
pear  to  other  intereds.  M.  La¬ 
bouchere  left  England  a  few  days 
after. 

The  Dutch  themfelves  did  not 
fail  to  proted,  in  the  face  of  God 
and  the  country,  againd  the  new 
opprefiions  which  threatened  their 
country,  and  the  falfe  and  infa¬ 
mous  pretexts  by  which  it  was  at¬ 
tempted  to  judify  them.  “  Who,” 
faid  they,  “  could  be  ignorant  of 
the  facrifices  made,  the  fufferings 
endured  by  this  country  ?  To 
fay  nothing  of  the  hundred  mil¬ 
lions  of  fpecie  which  we  gave  for 
our  ranfom  ;  of  the  number  of 
French  troops  years  after  years 
clothed,  fed,  and  paid  by  this 
little  fpot  of  ground  ;  of  the  great 
number  of  fhips  of  war  lod  in  the 
conted,  with  fo  many  of  our  fol- 
diers  and  failors,  the  flower  of  our 
youth  ;  nor  of  our  burdens,  not 
only  increafed,  but  doubled ;  let 
us  confine  ourfelves  to  the  points 
refpedting  which  we  are  more  im¬ 
mediately  charged.  Upon  the  Mi¬ 
lan  decree  did  not  our  king  fpon- 
taneoufly  Ihut  all  his  ports,  and 
thereby  fet  an  example  to  the 
Americans  ?  Did  not  the  lid  of 
feifures  made  fince  the  fird  of 
April  lad,  and  amounting  to  141 
veffels,  and  88  boats  and  wag¬ 
gons,  incontrovertibly  prove  the 
good  faith  ol  his  intentions.  Have 
we  not  feen  our  king  refufe  en¬ 
trance 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [25 1 


I 


i 


l 


trance  to  Dutch  fhips  laden  under 
a  neutral  flag  with  Dutch  pro¬ 
perty,  and  force  them,  while  his 
heart  bled  at  the  ad,  to  put  tq 
fea  in  the  midft  of  the  word  fea- 
fon  of  the  year,  and  in  ftormy 
weather  ?  Has  not  even  our  in¬ 
land  conveyance  been  oppreffed  by 
new  and  unheard-of  reftridions  ? 
Contraband  traffic  has  undoubtedly 
been  carried  on  ;  but  has  it  not 
been  carried  on  every  where  ? 
Can  it,  under  any  circumftances, 
be  entirely  prevented,  and  more 
efpecially  is  it  pradicable  to  pre¬ 
vent  it  along  fo  extenfive  a  line 
of  coaft  ?  Let  it  be  recolleded 
alfo  that  fmugglers  often  fupport 
this  traffic  by  violence,  and  that 
applications  for  a  military  force 
have  frequently  not  been  attended 
to,  only  becaufe  fo  many  troops 
are  employed  for  the  common 
caufe  in  Germany  and  Spain.* * 

They  concluded  their  appeal  by 
again  expreffing  their  confidence 
in  the  relenting  juft  ice  of  Napo¬ 
leon  ;  but  the  inexorable  being  of 
the  tyrant  was  not  to  be  affeded 
by  fuch  confiderations ;  as  little 
was  he  to  be  diverted  from  his 
purpofe  by  any  natural  or  kindly 
feeling  towards  his  brother.  Louis 
had  fallen  ill  at  Paris.  Upon  his 
recovery  he  addrefted  another  let¬ 
ter  to  his  council  of  ftate,  in  which 
he  allured  them  that  every  poffible 
exertion  would  be  made  by  him 
to  preferve  the  exiftenee  of  the 
IT  ]  kingdom.  It  could  not 

C  21  ’  be  concealed  but  that 
this  would  coft  them  great  and  dif¬ 
ficult  facrifices  ;  but  he  would  not 
belitate,  if  there  was  but  a  poffi- 
bility  that  Holland,  after  all  that 
could  be  demanded  of  it,  fhould  be 
fuffered  to  exift,  to  fubmit  himfelf 
to  the  generofity  of  the  emperor 
Voi.  LIJ,  or  Vo*.  X.  New  Se 


his  brother,  in  the  hope  that  as 
there  would  then  remain  not  only 
no  grounds  but  no  pretexts  for 
diffatisfadtion,  a  better  order  of 
things  might  fucceed.  He  in- 
treated  them,  therefore,  to  exert 
themfelves  to  prevent  emigration 
to  foreign  countries,  and  every 
proceeding  which  might  indicate 
defpondency,  and  to  exhort  the 
people  to  await  with  firmnefs  and 
patience  the  determination  of  the 
emperor  upon  their  fate. 

Buonaparte  was  at  length  in¬ 
duced  fo  far  to  limit  his  rapacity 
for  the  prefent,  as  to  confent  to 
a  treaty,  as  it  was  called,  between 
France  and  Holland,  by  r, 

which  this  laft  country  dT *  1 

was  Hill  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
name  of  independence  upon  con¬ 
dition,  that  until  the  Englifh  or¬ 
ders  in  council  were  refcinded,  all 
commerce  whatever  fhould  be  for¬ 
bidden  with  England.  No  licen- 
fes  were  to  be  granted  except 
through  the  French  government, 
and  to  enforce  the  proper  execution 
of  thefe  ftipulations,  French  cuf- 
tom-houfe  officers  were  to  be 
placed  at  the  mouths  of  all  the 
rivers,  having  with  them  a  corps 
of  1 8,  ooo  men,  including  6000 
French,  to  be  kept  and  paid  at  the 
expence  of  the  Dutch  govern¬ 
ment,  All  Englifh  merchandize 
was  prohibited.  All  American 
fhips  and  merchandize  which  had 
arrived  fince  the  ill  of  February, 
1809,  was  to  be  placed  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment.  And  as  it  had  been  adopt¬ 
ed  a  conftitutional  principle  in 
France,  that  the  Thalweg  of  the 
Rhine  formed  the  boundary  of  the 
French  empire,  Zealand,  Dutch 
Brabant,  and  the  territory  be¬ 
tween  the  Meufe  and  the  Waal, 
ft?  £3.  [5]  including 
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including  Nimeguen,  were  to  be 
ceded  to  France.  Holland  farther 
engaged  to  have  afloat  nine  fail 
of  the  line  and  fix  frigates  armed 
and  provided  with  fix  months* 
itores,  and  ready  to  put  to 
fea  by  the  ill  of  June  enfu- 
ing,  together  with  a  flotilla  of 
an  hundred  gun-boats  or  other 
armed  veffels.  Buonaparte  upon 
thefe  conditions  guaranteed  the 
integrity  of  the  Dutch  poffeffions, 
as  they  were  left  by  the  prefent 
treaty  ;  a  flipulation  which,  gra¬ 
tuitous  as  the  treachery  may  ap¬ 
pear,  it  would  feem  from  his  fub- 
fequent  proceedings  that  he  could 
never  have  entertained  any  inten¬ 
tion  of  afting  upon. 

Louis  returned  to  Holland  after 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 
By  that  inftrument,  the  admiflion 
of  French  troops  and  douaniers 
was  allowed,  but  they  were  to  be 
Rationed  only  on  the  ccaft,  and  the 
mouths  of  the  rivers,  and  the  king 
had  further  received  at  Paris  the 
moft  exprefs  affurances,  that  their 
prefence  (hould  be  reftrifted  to 
thole  points  ;  the  cuftom-houfe  offi¬ 
cers  Ihould  interfere  only  in  af¬ 
fairs  connefted  with  the  blockade  ; 
the  domains  of  the  ftate  credi¬ 
tors  were  to  be  refpefted ;  the 
debts  of  the  ceded  territory  to  be 
charged  upon  France  ;  and  a  de¬ 
duction  from  the  number  of  troops 
for  thofe  actually  in  the  fervice 
of  France  in  Spain.  Thefe  en¬ 
gagements,  however,  as  well  as 
the  formal  ftipulations  of  the  treaty 
were  almoft  immediately  violated. 
Bodies  of  French  troops,  far  ex¬ 
ceeding  in  numbers  the  amount 
agreed  upon,  were  introduced  into 
the  kingdom ;  and  Oudinot,  who 
commanded  in  Holland  for  Buona¬ 
parte,  iffued  orders,  without  the 


flighteft  communication  with  the 
Dutch  government,  that  a  fecond 
line  of  troops  Ihould  oc¬ 
cupy  the  principal  points 
which  were  fufpefted  as  ferving  as 
entrepots  for  contraband  goods, 
and  that  the  commanding  officers 
Ihould  inform  themfelves  of  fuch 
of  the  inhabitants  as  were  reputed 
fmugglers,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  arrefted,  and  tried  by  a 
commiffion,  fjpecially  appointed. 
Louis  was  little  able  to  refill  thefe 
new  encroachments  upon  what  re¬ 
mained  of  the  independence  of  his 
kingdom.  Ploweverherefufed  to  the 
cuftom-houfe  officers  admiflion  into 
Muyden,  Naerden,  and  Dremer, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Amfter- 
dam,  and  he  declared  to  Oudinot, 
that  if  the  capital  and  its  diftrift 
were  occupied,  he  Ihould  conflder 
it  as  a  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  of  whatever  rights 
are  held  moft  facred  among  men. 

As  late  as  the  16th  of  June  the 
French  charge  d’affaires  affured 
the  Dutch  government,  that  the 
emperor  had  no  intention  of  occu¬ 
pying  Amfterdam;  but  Louis  could 
not  be  long  deceived  upon  this 
fubjeft.  Inftead  of  the  6oob 
French  troops  fpecified  in  the 
treaty,  he  was  called  upon  to  fur- 
nifti  neceffaries  for  20,000  which 
were  affembling  near  Utrecht ;  and 
on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month 
he  received  official  information, 
that  the  emperor  infilled  upon  efta- 
blilhing  the  head  quarters  of  the 
French  army  in  his  capital.  Louis 
immediately  took  his  refolution, 
and  averted  the  laft  aft  of  degra¬ 
dation  on  the  part  of  his  brother, 
by  a  voluntary  abdication  y  . 
of  the  throne  in  favour  of  Iw 
his  eldeft  fon,  Napoleon  Louis. 
He  could  not,  as  he  Hated  in  his 

addrefs 
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addrefs  to  the  legislative  body, 
reft  Satisfied  with  the  title  of  king, 
being  no  longer  but  an  inftrumenf, 
and  no  longer  commanding  not 
only  in  the  country  but  even  in 
his  capital,  and  foon,  perhaps,  not 
in  his  own  palace.  Perhaps  he  was 
the  only  obftacle  to  the  reconcilia¬ 
tion  ol  the  country  with  his  bro¬ 
ther  ;  Should  that  be  fo,  he  might 
find  fome  kind  of  confolation  in 
dragging  out  the  remainder  of  a 
wandering  and  a  languishing  life, 
at  a  diftance  from  the  firft  objects 
of  his  whole  affections — this  good 
people  and  his  fon.  Thefe  were 
his  principal  motives  ;  there  were 
others  equally  powerful,  with  re- 
fpe<ft  to  which  he  mult  be  filent, 
but  they  would  eafily  be  divined. 
He  concluded  by  recommending  to 
the  people  to  receive  the  French 
troops  with  cordiality  and  atten¬ 
tion  ;  and  by  afifuring  them,  that 
wherever  he  might  terminate  his 
exiftence,  the  name  of  Holland, 
and  the  moft  lively  prayers  for  its 
happinefs  would  be  his  laft  words, 
and  occupy  his  laft  thoughts.  On 
the  evening  of  the  day  on  which 
was  dated  this  addrefs,  (July  ift.) 
he  had  a  party  at  his  palace  at 
Haerlem.  Between  eleven  and 
twelve  he  left  the  palace  by  a 
private  door,  and  drove  off  in  a 
plain  carriage  which  was  waiting 
in  the  adjacent  wood.  The  coun¬ 
cil  feem  to  have  wanted  the  cou¬ 
rage  to  publish  the  addrefs,  and  it 
did  not  appear  in  the  public 
papers. 

As  his  fon  was  yet  a  boy,  Louis, 
by  the  a<ft  of  abdication,  left  the 
government  in  the  hands  of  a 
provifional  council  of  regency,  un¬ 
til  the  arrival  of  the  queen.  The 
French  troops  entered  Amfterdam 
on  the  4th  of  July.  On  the  9th 
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of  that  month  a  decree  was  iSTued 
at  Rambouillet,  declaring  Holland 
to  be  united  to  France,  and  Am¬ 
fterdam  the  third  city  of  the 
empire.  The  prefent  contributions 
were  to  be  continued  to  be  levied 
till  the  ift  of  January,  1811,  when 
the  imports  Should  be  put  on  the 
fame  footing  with  the  reft  of  the 
empire.  One-third  only  of  the 
intereft  upon  the  public  debt  was 
to  be  carried  to  the  account  of 
expenditure  for  the  current  year, 
and  the  unpaid  intereft  for  the 
years  1808  and  1809  was  alfo  to 
be  reduced  one-third,  and  charged 
on  the  budget  for  1810.  The  line 
of  cuftom-houfes  on  the  French 
frontier  were  to  be  removed  after 
the  ift  of  January  enfuing.  The 
colonial  produce  actually  in  Hol¬ 
land  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  owners,  upon  paying 
an  ad  ’valorem  duty  of  50  per  cent, 
after  which  it  might  be  imported 
freely  into  every  part  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  This  a dt  of  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  robbery  was,  as  ufual,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  “  Report  to  the 
Emperor/*  from  M.  Champagny, 
in  which  that  minister  took  occa¬ 
sion  to  enumerate  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  which  rendered  it  neceSTary. 
In  a  Shorter  addrefs  to  the  Dutch 
people,  the  provifional  government 
foon  after  notified  that  they  had 
received  orders  to  inform  them, 
that  his  imperial  majefty,  taking 
into  consideration  the  geographical 
pofition  of  Holland,  and  the  pre- 
tenfions  ot  the  common  enemy, 
had  refolved  to  unite  their  country 
to  the  French  empire. 

We  have  feen,  that  among  the 
provisions  of  the  decree  for  the 
annexation  of  Holland  was  an  ar¬ 
ticle  annulling  two-thirds  of  the 
property  of  the  public  creditor ; 
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the  firft  aft  of  the  new  government 
was  equally  charafteriftic,  and 
gave  a  fimilar  earneft  of  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  that  new  period  of 
public  profperity  which  was  pro- 
mifed  to  the  people,  as  a  confe- 
quence  of  their  becoming  part  of 
the  great  empire.  An  edift  was 
iflued  by  Oudinot,  bearing,  that 
as  the  fifhery  formed  the  only  fub- 
fiftence  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
coafts,  it  could  not  be  altogether 
prohibited  ;  but,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  intercourfe  with  the  ene¬ 
my,  it  ordained  that  every  filhing 
veflel  fhould  be  provided  with  a 
permit  from  the  commandant  of 
the  diftrift,  fpecifying  all  parti¬ 
culars  as  to  the  ownerlhip.  Every 
time  the  veflel  left  the  (bore  the 
permit  was  to  be  examined,  and 
the  veflel  vifited,  and  fo  aifo  on 
her  return  ;  and  no  fifhing  boat 
was  to  put  to  fea  before  the  morn¬ 
ing  gun,  nor  return  after  the  even¬ 
ing  gun,  unlefs  delayed  by  ft  refs 
of  weather,  in  which  cafe  the 
neareft  commandant  was  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  circumftance.  They 
were  not  to  remain  at  fea  more 
than  forty-eight  hours.  A  French 
ioldier  fhonld  be  put  on  board  fuch 
boats  the  mafters  of  which  were 
fufpefted  of  fmuggling,  or  of  in¬ 
tercourfe  with  the  enemy  ;  and  in 
cafe  of  the  capture  of  any  of  thefe 
foldiers  by  the  enemy,  the  fiihing 
was  inftantly  to  be  prohibited,  a 
general  embargo  laid  on  all  the 
veflels  employed,  and  the  village 
where  the  ffthermen  refided  exem- 
plarily  punifhed.  By  another  de¬ 
cree,  the  duty  of  50  per  cent, 
upon  colonial  produce  was  to  be 
paid  in  within  the  firft  fifteen  days 
of  September,  either  in  ready  mo¬ 
ney,  or  in  bonds  at  three,  fix,  and 
nine  months.  date.  In  the  cafe  of 


immediate  payment  an  abatement 
of  one  half  per  cent,  per  month 
was  allowed.  By  way  of  fatisfy- 
ing  in  fome  degree  the  public  cre¬ 
ditor,  for  the  remaining  third  of 
his  income,  it  was  announced  that 
24,000,000  of  bills  of  the  Syn- 
dicat  fhould  be  ifl'ued,  in  notes  of 
500  francs  each.  Thefe,  like  the 
French  a]Ji gnats,  were  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  in  payment  of  the  public 
contributions,  and  of  the  purchafe 
of  the  royal  domains  which  were 
to  be  fold.  In  the  meanwhile,  by 
another  provifton  of  the  fame  de¬ 
cree,  all  taxes  in  arrear  up  to  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  year, 
were  to  be  paid  in  immediately, 
and  in  fpecie.  The  univerfal  ruin 
and  diftrefs  which  thefe  meafures 
mu  ft  have  produced  in  a  country 
already  fuffering  under  circum- 
ftances  of  unexampled  privation, 
may  eafily  be  conceived  ;  the  pub¬ 
lic  mifery  was  confummated  by 
the  exaftions  and  contumely  of  a 
ferocious  foreign  foldiery,  quar¬ 
tered  in  the  houfes  of  the  citizens, 
and  by  the  bitter  fenfe  which  could 
nor  but  pervade  every  Dutch  bo- 
fom  of  the  national  degradation, 
and  the  utter  extinction  of  the  in¬ 
dependence  and  even  the  name,  of 
Holland. 

In  the  midft  of  all  this,  however, 
the  Dutch  government  fent  a  depu 
tation  to  exprefs,  at  the  feet  of  the 
throneof  their  new  mafter,  their  joy 
at  being  united  with  the  firft  nation 
in  the  world,  and  called  by  the 
greateft  prince  in  the  univerfe  to 
lhare  in  the  favours  which  his  ex¬ 
alted  genius  and  paternal  folici- 
t tide  liberally  beftowedonhis  happy 
fubjefts,  and  to  propitiate  by  the 
affurance  of  their  loyalty,  obedi¬ 
ence,  and  inviolable  attachment, 
the  future  proteftion  of  their  prince 
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and  father.  Buonaparte  told  them 
in  reply,  u  When  Providence 
placed  me  on  the  firft  throne  of  the 
world,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  decide 
for  ever  the  fate  of  France,  and 
of  all  the  nations  which  compofe 
this  vaft  empire ;  to  bellow  on  all 
the  lignal  advantages  which  arife 
from  firmnefs,  confittency,  and  or¬ 
der,  and  to  dellroy  the  baneful 
confequences  of  irregularity  and 
weaknefs.  I  put  a  period  to  the 
wavering  deftinies  of  Italy,  by 
placing  the  iron  crown  on  my 
head  j  I  annihilated  the  govern¬ 
ment  which  ruled  Piedmont ;  by 
m.y  aft  of  mediation  I  brought  the 
local  circumftances  of  that  country 
in  unifon  with  the  fafety  and 
rights  of  this  imperial  crown  ;  I 
gave  you  a  prince  of  my  blood  for 
your  ruler ;  this  was  intended  as  a 
bond  to  unite  the  concerns  of  your 
republic  with  the  rights  of  the 
empire.  My  hopes  have  been  de¬ 
ceived,  and  on  this  occafion  I  have 
(hewn  more  forbearance  than  my 
character  generally  admits,  and 
my  rights  required.  I  have  at 
length  put  a  period  to  the  painful 
uncertainty  of  your  future  fate  ;  I 
have  opened  the  continent  to  your 
national  induftry;  the  days  lhall 
come  when  you  are  to  conduct  my 
eagles  to  the  feas  celebrated  by  the 
exploits  of  your  anceftors.  From 
this  moment  till  that  period  all 
the  changes  that  take  place  in  Eu¬ 
rope  lhall  have  for  their  firft  mo¬ 
tive  the  deftrudlion  of  the  tyran¬ 
nical  and  irrational  fyllem  which 
the  Englilh  government  has  adopt- 
ed.*’  Buonaparte  Ihortly  after¬ 
wards  made  a  tour  through  his 
newly- ufurped  territories,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Maria  Louifa,  and,  if 
we  may  credit  the  Moniteur,  was 
every  where  received  with  the  ex- 


preffion  of  the  pi  oft  ardent  admira¬ 
tion  and  attachment  on  the  part  of 
the  people.  Louis  Buonaparte  had 
in  the  meanwhile  retired  to  the 
baths  of  Toplitz,  in  Bohemia. 
His  fon  was  fent  for  to  Paris, 
Buonaparte  had  already  , 
provided  for  him,  by  arc 
bellowing  upon  him  the  fucceflion 
to  the  Grand  Dutchy  of  Francfort, 
upon  the  death  of  the  prefent 
prince  primate. 

The  tyrant  carried  on,  with 
more  fury  than  ever,  his  warfare 
upon  Englilh  induftry  and  com¬ 
merce.  By  a  decree,  dated  Fon¬ 
tainebleau,  Oft.  19th,  all  prohi¬ 
bited  merchandize  of  Englilh  ma. 
nufadlure,  being  either  in  the  real 
entrepots  or  in  the  warehoufes  of 
his  cuftoms,  was  ordered  to  be 
publicly  burnt:  and  in  future  all 
fuch  merchandize,  whether  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  cuftoms  or  from 
feizures  that  might  be  made,  was 
to  be  dellroyed  in  like  manner. 
By  the  fubfequent  articles  the  fame 
was  ordered  to  take  place  in  Hol¬ 
land,  in  the  Hanfe  [owns,  in  the 
Grand  Dutchy  of  Berg,  in  the 
countries  lying  between  the  Mayn 
and  the  fea,  in  Italy,  in  the  Illy¬ 
rian  provinces,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  in  the  Spanifh  provinces 
under  his  controul,  generally  in  all 
towns,  and  within  the  reach  of  all 
places  occupied  by  French  troops. 
The  levying  of  a  duty  of  50  per 
cent,  upon  all  colonial  produce  was 
equally  enforced  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  empire  and  its  de¬ 
pending  kingdoms.  The  fame 
meafures  were  put  into  execution 
in  all  the  dates  of  the  Rhenifti 
Confederation,  and  in  fuch  of  the 
Pruflian  ports  and  fortreffes  as  were 
in  the  occupation  of  French  gar- 
rifons.  The  cantons  of  Switzer- 
IR  3]  land 
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land  were  compelled  feverally  to 
iffue  edicts  to  the  fame  effect.  By 
a  further  decree,  in  order  to  detect 
hidden  property  of  this  nature, 
a  fifth  part  of  its  value  was  pro- 
mifed  to  any  one  who  fhould  give 
information  of  the  place  of  its  con¬ 
cealment,  and  domiciliary  vifits 
were  made  at  all  hours,  for  the 
difcovery  and  feizure  of  prohibited 
goods.  In  order  more  effectually 
q  to  reprefs  fraud  and 
1  *  fmuggling,  new  tribu¬ 
nals  were  ereded,  under  the  name 
of  Supreme  Courts  of  the  Cuftoms ; 
thefe  were  to  take  cognizance,  ex¬ 
clusively  of  all  other  tribunals, 
of  the  crime  of  contraband,  exe¬ 
cuted  by  an  armed  force  ;  of  the 
crime  of  entering  into  fpeculations 
for  contraband  traffic,  and  of  the 
delinquencies  committed  by  the 
officers  of  the  cuftoms  in  breach  of 
their  duties.  They  were  invefted 
with  capital  jurifdidion,  and  no 
appeal  was  allowed  from  their  fen- 
tence.  Fraudulent  traffic  carried 
on  by  armed  force  was  punifhable 
by  death  as  before.  Dealers  in 
articles  of  prohibited  merchandize, 
infurers,  all  parties  concerned,  or 
being  accomplices  in  fuch  adven¬ 
tures,  were  to  be  burned  in  the 
forehead  with  the  letters  B.  D. 
(brule  pur  la  douainej ,  and  con¬ 
demned  to  ten  years  hard  labour. 
Dealers  in  articles  not  actually  pro¬ 
hibited,  were  to  be  fubjeded  to 
four  years  hard  labour,  and  mulct¬ 
ed  in  proportion  to  their  former 
gains. 

Thefe  meafures  were  carried  into 
effed  throughout  all  the  countries 
fubjed  to  Napoleon’s  immediate 
controul,  and  with  more  or  lefs  fe- 
verity  in  the  territories  of  the  fove- 
reigns  whom  he  called  allies.  Den¬ 
mark  entered  fully  into  the  fyftem  ; 
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proclamations  were  iffbed  by  Pruffia 
and  Sweden,  reftriding  the  im¬ 
portation  of  colonial  produce  from 
any  European  port,  and  generally 
of  all  Englifh  merchandize  what¬ 
ever.  Auftria  and  Ruffia  profefled 
to  adhere  ftridly  to  the  fyftem 
which  prohibited  all  intercourfe, 
whether  political  or  commercial, 
with  Great  Britain. 

The  tyranny  of  his  domeftic 
government,  at  this  period,  was 
perfedly  correfpondent  with  the 
violence  which  marked  his  con- 
dud  towards  his  allies.  Nothing 
could  be  more  decifive  as  to  the 
charader  of  this  feature  of  his  po¬ 
licy,  than  a  decree  M  , 
which  was  publifhed 
early  in  the  year,  profefling  to  be 
for  the  relief  of  certain  ftate  pri- 
foners  in  France.  In  the  preamble 
of  the  inftrument  it  was  obferved, 
that  there  were  a  certain  number 
of  fubjeds  detained  in  the  ftate 
prifons,  whom  it  was  convenient 
neither  to  bring  to  trial  or  to  fet 
at  liberty ;  the  nature  of  their  de¬ 
linquencies  wras  there  fpecified  un¬ 
der  feveral  heads :  fome  were  per- 
fons  who  had,  at  different  times, 
made  attempts  againft  the  fafety 
of  the  ftate,  and  would  be  liable 
to  capital  punifhment,  if  fuperior 
confiderations  did  not  oppofe  their 
being  brought  to  trial ;  others 
who,  having  figured  as  chiefs  of 
bands  in  the  civil  wars,  had  taken 
again  to  flagrant  crimes,  but  mo¬ 
tives  of  general  intereft  prevented 
them  alfo  from  being  brought  to 
trial ;  feveral  were  robbers  of  di¬ 
ligences,  or  men  habituated  to 
crime,  whom  the  courts  were  not 
able  to  condemn,  although  they 
were  certain  of  their  guilt ;  an¬ 
other  clafs  was  of  perfons  who  had 
been  employed  by  the  police  in 
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foreign  countries^  and  having  fail¬ 
ed  in  fidelity,  could  neither  be 
brought  to  trial  nor  fet  at  liberty, 
without  compromifing  the  fafety 
of  the  Hate.  The  laft  confided  of 
dangerous  men  belonging  to  the 
different  united  countries,  who 
could  not  be  put  on  their  trial  be- 
caufe  their  crimes  were  either  of  a 
political  nature  or  anterior  to  the 
union,  but  where  detention  was 
neverthelefs  neceffary  to  the  inte- 
refts  ot  the  date.  Juft  ice,  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  faid,  required  that 
the  emperor  fhould  aflure  himfelf 
that  the  perfons  detained  in  the 
ftateprifons  were  detained  for  law¬ 
ful  caufes,  with  a  view  to  the 
public  intereft,  and  noc  from  pri¬ 
vate  confiderations  or  paflions  ;  it 
was  decreed,  therefore,  that  no 
perfon  be  detained  in  a  ftate  prifon 
but  by  virtue  of  a  report  made  by 
the  chief  juftice,  or  the  minifter 
of  police,  in  a  privy  council,  and 
that  the  detention  was  not  to  be 
prolonged  beyond  a  year,  unlefs 
by  a  new  order.  Commiflioners 
were  to  infped  the  ftate  prifons 
once  a  month,  and  difeharge  all 
perfons  illegally  detained,  and  the 
number  of  thefe  prifons  were  li¬ 
mited  to  eight,  viz.  the  caftles  of 
Saumur,  Ham,  If,  Landfkronn, 
Pierre-chatel,  Feneftrelle,  Compi- 
ano,  and  Vincennes. 

The  prefs  has  been  always  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  peculiar  anti¬ 
pathy  of  Buonaparte,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  year  he 
would  feem  to  have  fucceeded  in 
bringing  it  to  the  loweft  ftage  of 
degradation  under  his  police.  By 
one  decree,  the  number  of  printers 
r  i  in  the  departments  was 
*  **  fixed,  and  that  of  thofe 
in  Paris  reduced  to  fixty  ;  they 
were  to  take  out  a  licenfe  for  the 


exercife  of  their  profefilon  ;  book*, 
fellers  were  equally  fuhjeded  to 
this  neceffity,  and  both  were 
obliged  previoufly  to  give  fatif- 
fadory  affurances  of  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  government.  Every 
ftep  in  the  printing  of  a  work  was 
fubjed  to  the  interference  and  fu- 
perintendence  of  the  police,  and  a 
multitude  of  precautionary  forms 
were  to  be  gone  through  before 
the  moft  infignificant  pamphlet 
could  be  put  to  the  prefs.  By 
another  edid,  one  jour¬ 


nal  only  was  authorized 
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to  be  publiftied  in  each  of  the  de¬ 
partments,  except  in  that  of  the 
Seine  ;  and  this  journal  was  not  to 
appear  without  the  approbation  of 
the  prefed,  who,  however,  it  was 
added,  might  provifionally  autho~ 
rife  in  great  towns  the  publication 
of  papers  containing  only  adver- 
tifements  for  the  accommodation 
of  trade,  or  fuch  journals  as  treat- 
ed  exclufively  of  literature,  fcience 
or  agriculture. 

While  France  and  while  Europe 
was  groaning  under  the  exadion 
and  inquifition  of  this  barbarous 
tyranny,  the  tyrant  himfelf  an¬ 
nounced  to  his  fubjeds,  ^ 
as' another  “proof  of  0V‘  1 3* 
the  bleffing  of  God  upon  his  fa¬ 
mily,’  5  the  pregnancy  of  the  Em- 
prefs  Maria  Louifa.  The  new 
hopes  which  were  opened  to  him 
by  this  event,  could  not  divert 
his  nature,  even  for  a  week,  from 
its  accuftomed  work  of  robbery  and 
ufurpation.  A  few  days  .  T 
after  he  iffued  a  decree,  ov‘  *9° 
declaring  the  Valais  to  be  united 
to  the  empire,  under  the  name 
of  the  department  of  the  Sim¬ 
plon.  This  ad  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  ufual  congratulatory 
proclamations  to  the  “  brave  iri- 
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habitants”  of  the  diftricl  thus  fa¬ 
voured,  and,  of  courfe,  we  are 
allured,  was  received  by  them  with 
every  poffible  expreffion  of  joy,  ex¬ 
ultation  and  gratitude.  He  had 
,  already,  in  the  begin- 

J  r  ning  01  the  year,  made 
over  the  Hanoverian  electorate  to 
his  brother  Jerome,  as  a  part  of  his 
kingdom  of  Weftphalia  ;  Jerome 
announced  this  event  to  his  new 
fubjedts  in  a  proclamation,  in  which 
he  told  them  that  they  fhould 
henceforth  enjoy  the  invaluable 
advantage  of  being  relieved  from 
the  painfnl  date  of  uncertainty  in 
which  they  had  lingered  hitherto, 
and  of  being  for  ever  united  to  a 
date  that  would  fecure  them  againft 
all  attacks  of  continental  pow¬ 
ers.  Te  Deum  was,  as  ufual,  fung 
at  Hanover  upon  this  occafion ; 
the  theatre  was  thrown  open  to  the 
people  gratuitoufly,  and  the  inha¬ 
bitants  compelled  to  exprefs  their 
joy  at  the  change  by  a  general  il¬ 
lumination.  The  annexation  of 
the  Hanfe  Towns  was  the  lad  of 
the  aCts  of  French  ufurpation  which 
took  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  year. 

Little  of  importance  occurred  in 
the  Mediterranean.  The  illand  of 
^  Santa  Maura,  after  a 
ten  days  bombardment, 
furrendered  to  General  Ofwald. 
Murat,  from  his  camp  at  Piale, 
continued  throughout  the  fummer 
to  threaten  Sicily  ;  and  renconters 
between  our  (hipping  and  the  Nea. 
politan  flotilla  were  perpetually 
taking  place  in  the  Straits.  At 
length,  however,  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 8th  of  September,  the  ene¬ 
my’s  flotilla  were  obferved  to  be 
in  motion,  as  if  with  the  view  of 
effe&ing  a  landing  between  the 
Mefiina  and  thfe  Faro.  Prepara¬ 


tions  were  immediately  made  to  re¬ 
ceive  them  ;  and  while  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  main  body  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  force  was  engaged  by  thefe 
movements,  the  enemy  had  a  little 
before  day  break  fucceeded  in  ef¬ 
fecting  the  debarkation  of  a  de¬ 
tachment  near  St.  Stefano,  about 
feven  miles  to  the  fouthward  of 
Meflina.  The  troops  landed  were 
wholly  Neapolitans  and  Corficans, 
to  the  amount  of  about  3500,  and 
commanded  by  General  Cavignac. 
As  day  broke  it  was  perceived  that 
a  body  of  them  had  already  gain¬ 
ed  the  heights.  Upon  the  firft 
demonflration  of  attack,  however, 
they  began  to  waver ;  and  foon 
after  fled  to  their  boats,  and  pre¬ 
cipitately  re-embarked.  General 
Campbell,  with  the  23d  regiment 
and  the  3d  Germans,  moved  ra¬ 
pidly  along  the  beach,  and  fuc¬ 
ceeded  in  cutting  off  the  whole  of 
thofe  who  had  ventured  to  advance 
to  the  heights.  About  900,  chiefly 
Corficans,  were  taken  prifoners  ; 
our  lofs  confided  of  three  privates 
wounded.  The  objeCt  of  this  at¬ 
tempt  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  it 
is  difficult  to  conjeClure,  unlefs  it 
be  that  he  was  anxious  to  verify 
by  experiment  the  practicability  of 
effecting  a  landing  on  the  illand  in 
fpite  of  the  fuperior  naval  force 
which  protected  it.  Shortly  after  - 
Murat  broke  up  his 
camp,  and  declared  that 
the  objeCt  of  the  emperor  in  cauf- 
ing  Sicily  to  be  threatened  had 
been  accomplifhed,  and  that  any 
farther  attack  upon  it  was  podpon- 
ed  for  the  prefent. 

A  Angular  event  occurred  about 
this  time  and  in  this  quarter.  Lucien 
Buonaparte  embarked  at  Leghorn, 
with  his  wife  and  family,  on  board 
of  an  American  veffel,  and  failed  to 
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Cagliari,  where  he  demanded  the 
protection  of  our  minider,  Mr. 
Hill,  and  permiffion  to  purfue  his 
voyage  unmoleded  to  America. 
Mr.  Hill  would  not  take  upon  him 
to  grant  this  lad  part  of  the  re- 
queft,  but  defired  him  to  proceed 
under  the  convoy  of  the  Pomone 
frigate  to  Malta,  where  he  might 
remain  until  an  anfwer  could  be 
received  from  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment.  The  immediate  occafion  of 
this  dep  on  the  part  of  Lucien  is 
not  very  clearly  afcertained.  It 
was  known  that  he  had  long  been 
at  variance  with  his  brother,  to 
whofe  elevation  he  had,  by  his 
conduCt  in  the  affair  at  St.  Cloud, 
fo  materially  contributed.  Even 
before  his  adumption  of  the  impe¬ 
rial  dignity  he  expreffed  his  dif- 
guft  at  the  courfe  of  iniquity  which 
Napoleon  had  entered  upon,  and 
breaking  off  all  further  concert 
with  him,  had  retired  to  Rome, 
where  in  the  bofom  of  his  family 
he  devoted  hirnfelf  entirely  to  lite¬ 
rature  and  the  fine  arts.  It  is  faid 
that  he  had  further  offended  the 
tyrant,  by  obdinately  refufing  to 
lend  hirnfelf  as  an  indrument  to  his 
wickednefs  by  accepting  the  crown 
of  Spain,  or  to  divorce  his  wife, 
that  he  might  marry  another  of  a 
rank  more  fuited  to  the  imperial 
family,  or  to  fuffer  his  elded 
daughter  to  be  forced  into  a  mar¬ 
riage  with  Ferdinand  VII.  At 
Malta,  the  governor,  General 
Oakes,  confidered  him  as  a  prifoner 
of  war  ;  he  was  of  courfe  treated 
with  all  becoming  refpeCt,  till  or¬ 
ders  arrived  for  his  transfer  to 
England,  where  he  arrived  with 
his  family  and  fuite  on  the  1 8 th  of 
December,  and  foon  after  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Ludlow,  the  place  which 
government  had  appointed  for  his 


refidence.  Am  officer  was  placed 
with  him,  to  infpeCt  his  letters. 

As  notwithftanding  his  late  al¬ 
liance  with  the  imperial  family, 
Buonaparte  had  not  failed  to  ex- 
adt,  with  undiminifhed  rigour,  the 
payment  of  the  Audrian  contribu¬ 
tions  ;  the  finances  of  that  empire 
were  in  a  date  of  the  mod  inex¬ 
tricable  diforder,  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  found  itfelf  corn-  Q 
pelled  to  declare,  that  ePf'  12  * 
it  was  neceffary  that  the  people 
fhould  facridce  to  the  date  a  tenth 
of  their  property,  in  order  to 
avert  the  ruin  which  otherwife 
feemed  inevitably  to  threaten  it. 
Fifteen  years  were  allowed  for  the 
gradual  liquidation  of  this  impod, 
condderable  abatements  being  made 
to  fueh  as  fhould  complete  their 
payments  within  eighteen  months ; 
but  contribution  upon  moveable 
property  was  to  be  made  good  in 
five  years.  The  objeCt  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  fcheme  of  taxation  was 
dated  to  be  the  extinction  of  the 
paper  money,  and  of  fuch  of  the 
debts  of  the  date  as  bore  intereft. 
All  church  plate  whatfoever  was 
called  in,  bills  bearing  three  per 
cent,  intered  being  given  in  re¬ 
turn.  In  Pruffia  the  date  of  af¬ 
fairs  was,  if  poffible,  worfe.  The 
fortreffes  of  Glogau,  Cudrin,  and 
Stettin,  dill  remained  in  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  French  garrifons,  as  a 
pledge  for  the  payment  of  the  ar¬ 
rears  of  contribution  due  to  France. 
To  accelerate  the  liquidation  of 
this  debt,  it  was  thought  necef¬ 
fary  to  feize  upon  the  podeffions  of 
the  church;  and  all  T 
convents,  bailiwicks,  0Ve  IOe 
and  commanderies,  whether  of  the 
protedant  or  catholic  religion, 
were  declared  to  be  the  property 
of  the  date.  The  king  hirnfelf 
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made  the  facrifice  to  the  public  of 
his  crown  jewels,  to  the  amount  of 
6oc,ooo  florins.  A  loan  of  thirty- 
two  millions  of  Dutch  money  was 
negociated  in  Holland,  to  be  fe- 
cured  upon  the  royal  domains  in 
the  county  of  Glatz,  and  other 
provinces.  Such,  however,  was 
the  precarious  tenure  of  all  right 
of  property  in  Europe,  that  the 
Dutch  capitalifts,  uncertain  how 
long  even  the  poor  remains  of  the 
Pruflian  monarchy  might  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  preferve  their  exiftence,  he- 
fitated  to  advance  them  money, 
until  the  ’  French  minifter  in  Hol¬ 
land,  in  the  name  of  his  mailer, 
publicly  guaranteed  the  territorial 
pledges  to  be  given  in  fecurity  for 
the  loan,  and  engaged  that  no  at¬ 
tempt  Ihould  ever  be  made  to  an¬ 
nul  them.  The  king  and  queen, 
after  an  abfence  of  two  years,  had 
returned  to  Berlin  in  the  Chriftmas 
of  1809;  they  were  received  by 
their  fubjedts  with  every  teftimony 
of  the  warmed  fympathy  and  affec¬ 
tion.  The  health  of  the  queen, 
however,  had  for  fome  time  pall 
been  declining  ;  to  try  the  effedt 
of  change,  Ihe  had  gone  to  pafs 
fome  time  at  a  country  feat  of  her 
father,  the  Duke  of  Mecklenburgh 
Strelitz.  On  the  1 8th  of  July,  the 
king,  who  was  at  Charlothen- 
burgh,  received  intelligence  of  the 
alarming  appearance  which  her  dif- 
order  had  aflfumed  ;  he  inllantly 
fet  out  with  his  two  eldeft  fons, 
and  arrived  at  five  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning.  The  queen,  who 
had  expected  him,  and  collected 
her  exhaufted  powers  for  this  lafl 
interview,  received  him  with  a 
paflionate  tendernefs  that  affedted 
every  one  prefect  to  tears.  At  nine 
the  fame  morning  fhe  expired,  with 
her  hands  locked  in  thofe  of  her 


hufband.  The  king  was  overpow- 
ered  by  this  lafl  calamity  ;  he  had 
refolved  to  retire  to  Sans  Souci, 
and  utterly  eltrange  himfelf  from 
all  public  affairs,  and  was  only  di¬ 
verted  from  his  purpofe  by  the 
in  treaties  and  diffuafions  of  his 
friends. 

Events  of  fome  importance  oc¬ 
curred  this  year  alfo  in  Sweden. 
Prince  Chriftian  of  Auguftenburg, 
the  new  crown  Prince,  arrived  at 
Gottenburg  on  the  gth  of  January, 
and  fet  out  for  Stockholm  three 
days  after,  where  he  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  eftates.  His  perfonal 
appearance  feems  not  to  have  been 
prepoffeffing.  He  is  defcribed  as 
being  turned  of  forty  years,  not 
above  fi  ve  feet  five  inches  in  height, 
with  ftrong  features,  much  marked 
with  the  fmall  pox.  Much  how¬ 
ever  was  expedled  from  the  found- 
nefs  of  his  underflanding,  and  he 
foon  contrived  to  make  himfelf 
popular  with  the  people.  But  he 
had  not  long  to  enjoy  his  new 
fortune;  on  the  29th  he  was  re¬ 
viewing  fome  regiments  oftavalry 
at  Bonorp  Heath,  near  Helfing- 
borg,  when  he  was  fuddenly  feized 
with  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  fell  from 
his  horfe,  and  almoft  immediately- 
expired.  Sufpicions  that  his  death 
had  been  haftened  by  poifon,  pre¬ 
vailed  univerfally  among  the  lower 
orders.  He  was  fuppofed  to  have 
incurred  the  jealoufy  and  refent- 
ment  of  a  ftrong  party  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  of  which  the  families  of 
Ferfen  and  Piper  were  the  moft 
confpicuous  members  ;  and  the  ef- 
fedls  of  this  perfuafion  (hewed  it- 
felf  in  a  horrible  way,  a  few  days 
after,  at  the  folemnization  of  the 
obfequies  of  the  deceafed  prince. 
The  funeral  proceflion  reached 
Stockholm  on.  the  20th  of  June. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


It  was  led  by  Count  Axel  Ferfen, 
as  high-marlhal,  in  a  coach  drawn 
by  fix  horfes.  An  immenfe  multi¬ 
tude  of  people  had  affembled,  and 
when  the  proceffion  had  reached 
the  New-ftreet,  they  affailed  the 
count  wirh  hifles  and  hootings, 
which  he  did  not  at  firft  feem  to 
fuppofe  were  di reded  at  him.  At 
length,  however,  Hones  were 
thrown,  one  of  which  ftruck  the 
count  on  the  face,  and  he  immedi¬ 
ately  got  out  of  the  carriage,  and 
with  difficulty  effeded  his  retreat 
into  the  neareft  houfe.  At  that 
moment  the  adjutant-general,  Ba¬ 
ron  Silverfparre  arrived,  and  alked 
the  occafion  of  this  tumult ;  a  ge¬ 
neral  exclamation  was  fet  up  that 
Count  Ferfen  had  murdered  the 
crown  prince.  Silverfparre  alfured 
them  that  the  king  had  iffiied  or¬ 
ders  for  the  arreft  and  trial  of  the 
count,  and  continued  to  harangue 
the  people  in  a  tone  apparently  in¬ 
tended  to  pacify  them  by  its  fub- 
miffivenefs,  but  which,  by  its  ap¬ 
parent  admiffion  of  Ferfen’s  guilt, 
only  tended  to  confirm  their  con¬ 
viction,  and  to  inflame  their  fury. 
A  confiderable  body  made  their 
way  into  the  houfe  and  the  cham¬ 
ber  where  the  unhappy  nobleman 
had  taken  refuge,  and,  amid  the 
imprecations  and  reproaches  which 
they  poured  upon  him,  dripped  him 
of  his  fword,  of  the  infignia  of  his 
orders,  of  his  watch  and  money, 
and  tore  to  pieces  his  coat.  Sil¬ 
verfparre,  who  had  followed  them 
into  the  houfe,  now  fearing  that 
they  would  carry  farther  their  out¬ 
rages,  continued  to  addrefs  the 
mob  from  the  window,  and  at 
length  befought  them  to  agree 
that  the  count  Ihould  be  fuffered  to 
proceed  to  prifon  without  any  vio¬ 
lence  being  offered  to  his  perfon, 
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there  to  await  the  legal  punish¬ 
ment  due  to  his  fuppofed  crime. 
The  populace  engaged  to  allow 
this,  provided  that  the  life  guards, 
who  had  now  come,  Ihould.  be  fent 
back  ;  and  Silverfparre  was  fool  or 
coward  enough  to  accede  to  the 
condition.  The  count  now  left 
the  houfe,,  where  he  had  been  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  towards  the  town-houfe, 
through  the  very  throng  of  the 
mob,  who  preffed  clofely  about 
him,  allowing  him  little  more  than 
room  to  pafs.  Near  the  town- 
houfe  a  regiment  of  guards  was 
drawn  up,  and  thus  afforded  the 
victim  a  momentary  protection, 
under  which  he  fucceeded  in  mak¬ 
ing  his  way  to  the  guard-room.  A 
few  minutes  after,  hovvever,  the 
rabble,  finding  that  no  refiftance 
was  offered  by  the  foldiery,  forced 
their  way  into  the  chamber,  threw 
the  count  down,  and  then  dragged 
him  out  and  murdered  him  by  re¬ 
peated  blows,  almoft  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  regiment.  The  body 
was  dripped  and  left  naked  in  the 
ftreet,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
evening,  when  the  populace  had 
been  difperfed  by  the  fire  of  the 
troops,  that  it  was  found  poffible 
to  remove  it  fecretly  to  one  of  the 
count’s  eftates  near  Steding,  where 
it  was  buried  in  the  garden. 

The  populace,  throughout  the 
tumult,  had  ufed  the  mod  abufive 
and  threatening  language  againft 
fuch  perfons  as  they  believed  to 
have  participated  in  the  murder  of 
the  crown  prince,  and  among  thefe 
the  queen  herfelf  was  not  fpared. 
The  Countefs  of  Piper,  Count  Fer¬ 
fen’s  lifter,  finding  herfelf  particu¬ 
larly  defignated  as  an  objeCt  of 
fufpicion,  fled  from  her  houfe,  and 
fought  refuge  on  board  of  a  lhipr 
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of  wa r  in  the  harbour.  She  was, 
however,  fhortly  after  arrefted,  by 
an  order  of  the  council  of  flate, 
and,  as  well  as  Mr.  Roffi,  princi¬ 
pal  phyfician  to  the  late  crown 
prince,  conveyed  to  the  fortrefs  of 
Wrexholm.  Count  Fabian  Ferfen 
immediately  refigned  his  office  as 
lord  chamberlain.  Thefe  meafures 
were  apparently  adopted  by  the 
government  with  the  view  of  ap¬ 
pealing  the  fury  of  the  populace  ; 
and  they  had  that  effect.  Steps, 
however,  were  taken  for  the  re- 
preffion  of  any  renewal  of  tumult, 
cannon  were  next  day  planted  in  the 
public  fquares,  and  the  garrifon  of 
the  capital  was  ltrongly  reinforced. 
Count  Ferfen,  the  nobleman  thus 
atrocioully  murdered,  was  the 
head  of  one  of  the  moll  ancient  and 
opulent  families  in  Sweden.  Early 
in  life  he  had  enrered  into  the  mi¬ 
litary  fervice  of  France,  and  had 
ferved  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
he  was  the  perfon  who,  in  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  a  coachman,  drove  the  royal 
family  of  France  on  their  flight 
from  Paris  to  Varennes.  Upon 
the  ruin  of  the  monarchy  in  France 
he  returned  to  his  native  country, 
where  he  attained  a  high  place  in 
the  favour  both  of  Guftavus  III. 
and  of  his  unfortunate  fon,  and  he 
was  for  fome  years  minifter  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs.  He  had  no  part  in 
the  confpiracy  againlt  the  late 
king,  and  was  generally  fuppofed 
to  be  unfavourable  to  the  revolu¬ 
tion  which  had  lately  brought 
about  the  dethronement  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  that  prince.  It  was  ftrongly 
furmifed,  that  the  tumult  in  which 
he  loft  his  life  was  not  the  mere 
cafual  ebullition  of  popular  feeling, 
but  the  refult  of  a  premeditated 
fcheme  of  the  oppofite  fadlion,  to 


get  rid  of  a  man  who  was  know  re 
to  be  unfriendly  to  their  princb 
pies,  and  the  weight  of  whofe 
rank  and  charadler  would  necefla- 
rily  give  importance  and  efficacy 
to  his  oppolition.  There  was  fome*. 
thing  in  the  manner  of  the  late 
violent  proceeding  which  rather 
favoured  this  conftrudlion  of  its 
origin  ;  but  we  are  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve,  upon  the  whole,  that  the 
one  party  was  as  much  calumniated 
in  this  refpedl,  as  the  other  had 
been  in  the  affair  of  the  death  of 
the  crown  prince.  Several  of  the 
ringleaders  in  the  riot  were  appre¬ 
hended,  but  no  perfon  of  any  con- 
fequence  was  found  among  them. 
The  Angle  circumllance  that  feem- 
ed  at  all  to  confirm  the  fufpicions 
entertained  upon  this  fujedt,  was 
that  upon  many  of  the  perfons  ar¬ 
refted  fums  of  money  were  found, 
which  though  occafionally  fmall, 
feemed  much  above  what  the  pof- 
feflors  were  likely  to  have  obtained 
in  an  honell  manner. 

It  would  appear  that  previous  to 
this  affair  the  government,  either 
partaking  of,  or  anxious  to  quiet 
the  general  fufpicions  refpedling  the 
death  of  the  crown  prince,  had  fee 
on  foot  an  inquiry,  as  to  the  truth 
or  falfehood  of  reports  in  circula¬ 
tion  on  that  fubjedl.  On  the  23d 
of  June  an  official  memorial  of  the 
inveftigation  was  prefented,  Hating 
that,  as  far  as  it  had  hitherto  been 
condudled,  the  inquiry  had  afford¬ 
ed  no  ground  for  fuppoftng  there 
was  the  flighteft  foundation  for 
the  rumour  in  queftion,  which  in¬ 
deed  might  be  confide  red  as  re¬ 
futed  by  the  opinion  of  the  royal 
college  of  phyficians.  It  propofed, 
however,  for  the  more  erfedlual 
eliciting  of  the  truth,  that  a  re¬ 
ward  fhould  be  offered  to  arry  per- 
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ion  who  could  give  evidence  be¬ 
fore  a  court  of  law,  fo  that  the 
offenders  might  be  lawfully  con¬ 
victed  ;  and  a  proclamation  was 
accordingly  iffued,  offering  the 
fum  of  20,000  rix  dollars  to  any 
one  who  could  fatisfaCtorily  teftify 
to  the  faCt  in  queftion.  Count 
Fabian  Ferfen  at  the  fame  time  pe¬ 
titioned  that  the  papers  of  his  late 
brother,  Count  Axel,  lhould  be 
placed  under  judicial  feal,  and  the 
ItriCteff  inquifftion  made  into  the 
affair,  in  order  to  clear  his  me¬ 
mory  from  the  foul  afperffons  which 
had  been  thrown  upon  it.  This 
alfo  was  acceded  to,  but  nothing 
further  came  out  in  any  degree 
corroborating  the  popular  fufpi- 
cion,  except  certain  parts  of  the 
conduCf  of  the  prince's  phyfician, 
Dr.  Roffi,  whofe  manner  of  open¬ 
ing  and  examining  the  body  of  the 
late  prince  was  confidered  fo  re- 
prehenfibly  carelefs,  that  he  was 
deprived  of  his  appointments,  and 
banilhed  the  kingdom. 

The  election  of  a  new  fucceflor 
to  the  crown  foon  occupied  all 
minds.  The  diet  was  alTembled 
for  that  purpofe  at  Rebro.  Among 
the  candidates  were  the  brother  of 
the  late  crown  prince,  the  fon  of 
the  depofed  Guftavus,  and  the  king 
of  Demark;  Prince  George,  of 
Oldenburgh,  brother-in-law  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander,  was  fupport- 
ed  by  the  Ruffian  intereft: ;  and  a 
fifth  candidate  unexpectedly  ap¬ 
peared,  in  the  perfon  of  Marfhal 
Bernadotte,  Prince  of  Ponte  Cor- 
vo.  Buonaparte  took  occalion  to 
write  a  letter  to  the  diet,  exhort¬ 
ing  them  to  clnife  a  man  of  forti¬ 
tude  and  talents,  who  might  be 
capable  of  refforing  them  to  their 
former  rank  in  hiffory,  but  dif- 
flaiming  any  wifh  to  interfere  in 
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the  election,  of  which  he  faid  the 
enlightened  members  of  the  diet 
muff  be  the  belt  judges.  It  was, 
however,  eafily  underffood  in  which 
direction  his  inclinations  lay,  and 
the  French  influence,  always  pow¬ 
erful  in  Sweden,  was  now  over¬ 
powering.  At  the  fame  time, 
many  inducements  were  held  out 
to  determine  the  choice  of  the  diet 
in  favour  of  Bernadotte.  He  en¬ 
gaged  to  relieve  the  financial  em- 
barraflments  of  the  government  by 
a  voluntary  loan  of  eight  millions 
of  Banco  dollars,  at  a  low  intereft, 
the  proceeds  of  which  fhould  be 
appropriated  to  public  pnrpofes, 
and  to  purchafe  the  eftates  in  Po¬ 
merania  which  had  been  diftribut- 
ed  among  the  French  officers.  A 
fufficient  guarantee  againft  the  fur¬ 
ther  encroachments  of  Rullia  was 
afforded  by  this  new  connexion 
with  France,  and  hints  were  thrown 
out  that  the  refforation  of  Finland 
might  be  no  very  diftanc  confe- 
quence  of  the  nomination  in  quef¬ 
tion.  On  the  1 8th  of  Auguft, 
therefore,  the  king  in  a  fpeech  to 
the  diet  propofed  that  they  lhould 
eleCf  his  Serene  Highnefs  John 
Baptifta  Julius  Bernadotte,  Prince 
of  Ponte  Corvo,  as  Crown  Prince 
of  Sweden,  and  his  Majefty’s  fuc- 
ceffbr  on  the  throne.  On  the 
fame  day  a  decree  was  palled  to 
that  effect,  under  condition,  how¬ 
ever,  that  before  his  arrival  in  the 
Swedifh  territory,  the  new  crown 
prince  fhould  embrace  the  evange¬ 
lical  Lutheran  religion,  and  fign 
the  conditions  which  they  lhould 
draw  up. 

It  was  early  in  October  when 
Bernadotte  arrived  in  Sweden.  On 
rhe  qth  of  that  month  he  was  exa¬ 
mined  by  the  Archbifnop  of  Up- 
fa  I,  and  fokmnly  profeffed  the  te¬ 
nets 
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nets  and  principles  of  the  pure 
Lutheran  religion.  On  the  31ft  a 
deputation  of  the  dates  waited 
upon  him  at  the  Palace  of  Haga, 
to  prefent  him  with  the  adl  of  elec¬ 
tion,  and  to  receive  his  fignature 
to  the  adt  of  guarantee  which  the 
diet  had  drawn  up  ;  and  on  the 

following  day  he  made 
Nov.  1  •  1  •  r  1  \ 

his  ioiemn  entrance  into 

'the  capital.  Upon  the  occafion  of 
his  prefentation  to  the  king  and 
the  four  eftates,  he  addreffed  them 
feverally  in  the  terms  of  acknow¬ 
ledgment  which  might  have  been 
expedled.  The  conclufion  of  his 
fpeech  deferves  remark.  “  Sound 
policy,”  faid  he,  {(  that  alone 
which  the  laws  of  God  authorife, 
mutt  have  for  its  bafis  juftice  and 
truth.  Such  are  the  principles  of 
the  king,  fuch  alfo  fhall  be  mine. 
Bred  in  camps,  I  have  feen  war 
clofe  at  hand,  and  I  know  all  its 
evils.  There  is  no  conqueft  which 
can  confole  a  country  for  the  blood 
of  its  children  (bed  in  a  foreign 
land.  Peace  alone  is  the  objedt  of 
a  wife  and  enlightened  govern¬ 
ment  ;  it  is  not  the  extent  of  a 
ftate  which  conftitutes  its  force 
and  independence,  it  is  its  laws, 
its  induftry,  its  commerce,  and, 
above  all,  its  national  fpirit. 
Sweden,  it  is  true,  has  fuftained 
great  Ioffes  ;  but  the  honour  of  the 
Swedifh  name  has  not  fuffered  the 
leaft  attaint.  Let  us  fubmit  to  the 
decrees  of  Providence,  and  let  us 
recoiled!  that  it  has  left  us  a  foil 
fufficient  to  fupply  our  wants,  and 
iron  to  defend  it.”  On  the  5th 
the  king  adopted  the  new  crown 
prince  for  his  fon,  under  the  name 
of  Charles  John,  and  on  the  12  th 
the  diet  broke  up,  after  paffing  an 
edidf  which  forbade  Guftavus,  or 
his  defendants  from  entering  the 


Swedifh  territory,  upon  pain  of 
death. 

The  fpeech  which  Bernadotte 
had  delivered  to  the  diet,  was  ob- 
vioufly  in  a  very  different  tone 
from  that  which  was  commonly 
adopted  by  the  creatures  of  Buona¬ 
parte,  and  his  fubfequent  conduct 
betrayed  no  difpofition  to  an  unne- 
ceffary  fubferviency  to  his  late 
matter.  In  his  laft  fpeech  to  the 
diet,  he  had  declared  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  would  do  all  in  its  power 
for  the  prefervation  of  peace  ;  but 
this  was  a  point  on  which  the  over¬ 
whelming  combination  of  France 
and  Ruflia  left  him  no  option  ;  and 
little  or  no  blame  can  attach  to 
him  for  the  declaration  of  war 
againft  England, which  the  Swedifh 
government  was  fhortly  -p. 
after  compelled  to  iffue.  ec* 

In  this  paper  it  was  obferved,  that 
the  late  treaties  with  Ruflia, 
France,  and  Denmark,  did  not  in¬ 
deed  infift  upon  the  entire  aban¬ 
donment  by  Sweden  of  that  neu¬ 
trality  which  fhe  was  fo  anxious 
to  maintain ;  neverthelefs,  fhe  had 
from  that  period  found  herfelf  the 
mark  for  calumny  :  all  the  abufes 
which  took  place  in  the  Baltic  to 
the  advantage  of  Englifh  commerce 
were  imputed  to  her;  the  French 
Emperor  had  remonftrated  on  the 
fubjedf,  and  the  king,  under  thefe 
circumftances,  had  refolved  to  give 
new  guarantees  of  his  intentions 
by  declaring  war  againft  England, 
and  ordering  an  immediate  fequef- 
tration  to  be  laid  on  all  Englifh 
fhips  which  contrary  to  appear¬ 
ances  might  happen  to  be  found  in 
the  ports  of  Sweden.  This  de¬ 
claration  excited  as  little  animo- 
fity  as  it  expreffed,  and  hardly  at 
all  affedled  our  previons  relations 
with  Sweden. 
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The  war  on  the  Danube,  be* 
tween  Ruffia  and  the  Turks,  con¬ 
tinued  to  rage  with  unabated  fury. 
After  the  engagements  at  Siliftria, 
in  the  autumn  preceding,  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  army  contented  itfelf  with 
maintaining  a  footing  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Danube,  behind  the 
lines  of  Hirfova.  Both  parties 
were  in  the  mean  time  employ¬ 
ed  in  preparations  for  the  en- 
fuing  campaign ;  Ruffian  levies 
were  brought  up  from  the  interior, 
and  the  Turkifh  troops  were  col¬ 
lecting  from  all  parts,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Widdin.  Early  in 
June  the  conflict  was  renewed,  and 
a  feries  of  bloody  affairs  took 
place,  generally  to  the  difcomfit- 
ure  of  the  Turks.  The  fortreffes 
of  Siliftria,  Bafardfchuck,  Turtu- 
kai,  and  Rafgrad,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Ruffians;  the  import¬ 
ant  place  of  Rudfchuck  was  laid 
fiege  to,  and  the  Turkilh  army  was 
compelled  to  fall  back  upon  Schum- 
la  and  Adrianople.  Thefe  reverfes 
ftimulated  the  Porte  to  extraordi¬ 
nary  exertions  ;  the  fultan  pro¬ 
claimed  in  all  the  mofques  his  in¬ 
tention  of  taking  the  field  in  per- 
fon  ;  his  ftandard  of  four  tails 
was  hoiked  on  the  gates  of  the 
feraglio  ;  the  green  banner  of  Ma¬ 
homet  was  brought  out  ;  and  it 
was  declared  that  every  Mufful- 
man  capable  of  bearing  arms,  who 
did  not  come  forward  to  defend 
his  country  and  religion,  fhould 
be  confidered  and  dealt  with  as  an 
unbeliever.  Thefe  meafures  were 
not  without  effedrt,  and  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  enemy  received  a  tem¬ 
porary  check.  An  attempt  to  carry 
Rudfchuck  by  affault  was  defeat¬ 
ed,  the  Ruffians  lofing  5  or  6000 
men  in  the  affair.  An  attack  upon 
the  Turkifli  entrenched  camp  at 
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Schumla  was  equally  unfortunate^ 
and  in  Servia,  Czerni  George  was 
completely  difcomfited.  Thefe  fuc- 
ceffes  were  announced  to  the  Muf- 
felmans  in  official  bulletins.  u  The 
zephyr  of  victory,’5  it  was  faid, 

“  had  breathed  on  the  fide  of  the 
true  believers,  and  with  the  aid  of 
the  Mofi  High,  and  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  happy  ftar  of  his 
highnefs,  their  fublime  monarch, 
they  had  been  completely  fuccefs- 
ful.  Their  commander  had  been 
favoured  and  enlightened  by  the 
prophet.  The  trifling  lofs  which 
they  had  fuftained  could  only  be 
attributed  to  the  efpecial  protection 
of  Allah  extended  to  the  followers 
of  the  prophet ;  while  they  had 
made  great  daughter  of  the  infi¬ 
dels,  and  taken  the  heads  of  great 
numbers  to  ferve  as  bridges  for  the 
true  believers  in  their  paffage  to 
the  other  world.” 

A  proclamation  was  fhortly  af¬ 
ter  (Aug.  20,)  iffued,  again  an¬ 
nouncing  the  fultan’s  determination 
to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  and  calling  upon  his  naibs 
and  imams,  of  every  town  and  vil¬ 
lage  throughout  the  empire,-  to 
compel,  under  penalties  of  difrrsif- 
flon  from  their  places,  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  to  march  and  join  the  army. 
<(  The  infidels/’  faid  the  fultan, 
(<  have  already  inverted  our  impe¬ 
rial  cities  and  fortreffes  with  war, 
and  further  over-run  the  territory 
of  the  true  believers.  They  are 
not  fatisfied  with  putting  the  ad¬ 
herents  of  our  holy  faith,  without 
diftinCtion  of  age  or  fex,  in  chains, 
and  with  driving  many  of  our 
plundered  brethren  naked  from 
their  homes,  to  feek  a  fhelter  in  the 
wildernefs ;  but  they  menace  us, 
the  devout  followers  of  the  holy 
prophet,  the  adorers  of  the  true 

religion ; 
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religion  ;  we,  to  whom  power  and 
command  have  been  given  by  the 
Almighty,  at  the  exprefs  intercef- 
flon  of  Mohammed,  whofe  holy 
blood  now  flows  in  our  veins,  with 
further  indignities.  We  have  wifh- 
*  ed  for  peace,  but  in  every  line  of 
the  propofals  offered  by  the  enemy, 
his  infatiable  ambition  may  be 
traced  ;  nothing,  fays  he,  but  fub- 
miffion  can  fave  us  from  everlaft- 
ing  war.  I  for  my  own  part  cheer¬ 
fully  embrace  this  latter  alterna¬ 
tive.  Intreating  the  afliftance  of 
the  Molt  High,  and  the  fpiritual 
influence  of  the  prophet,  l  haften 
to  fhare  the  labours  and  dangers  of 
my  brave  troops,  to  put  myfelf  at 
their  head  ;  to  roufe  the  valour  of 
fome,  to  confirm  that  of  others, 
and  to  diredi  that  of  all :  in  fhort, 
to  lead  them  to  battle— -to  vic¬ 
tory.  ”  Notwithflanding  the 
pledge  thus  unequivocally  given, 
the  fultan,  from  whatever  caufe, 
never  left  his  capital.  On  the  5th 
of  September,  Count  Kamenfky, 
the  general  in  chief  of  the  Ruffian 
army,  leaving  Count  Langeron  to 
continue  the  blockade  of  Rudf- 
chuck,  marched  with  the  greater 
part  of  his  force  to  attempt  an¬ 
other  attack  upon  the  Turkifh 
camp  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bayne.  He  arrived  before  it  on 
the  evening  of  the  6th,  and  form¬ 
ing  his  troops  into  five  columns, 
commenced  a  general  attack  at  ten 
o’clock  of  the  following  morning. 
A  conflidl  of  great  obflinacy  en- 
fued;  the  entrenchment  which  co¬ 
vered  the  left  and  flank  of  the 
Turkifh  camp,  near  the  Danube, 
was  firft  carried  ;  a  movement  upon 
the  right  was  equally  fuccefsful, 
while  General  Sabanajeff,  with  ten 
battalions,  took  the  lines  in  the 
rear.  Broken  in,  however,  as  were 


the  entrenchments  on  all  fides,  the 
Turks  ftill  fought  with  defperation 
until  night-fall,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  cavalry  which  had  early 
taken  to  flight.  Finding  that  the 
darknefs  prevented  the  troops  from 
adfing,  the  Ruffian  general  ordered 
a  retreat.  Next  morning,  fuch  of 
the  Turks  as  yet  remained  in  the 
campperceivingefcape  to  be  impof- 
fible,  and  refinance  hopelefs,  fur- 
rendered  at  diferetion.  All  the 
arms,  baggage  and  artillery,  with 
178  Hand  of  colours,  and  upwards 
of  5000  prifoners,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Ruffians.  The  lofs 
of  the  Turks  in  killed  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  about  5000,  and  the 
reft  of  their  army  was  in  a  ftate 
of  almoft  complete  difperflon.  On 
the  27th  Rudfchuck  furrendered, 
with  the  whole  of  the  Turkifh 
flotilla  ftationed  before  it.  Guir- 
gewo  fell  almoft  immediately  af¬ 
ter,  and  the  Ruffians  were  thus 
matters  of  the  whole  of  the  right 
bank  of  the  Danube  from  the  fea, 
for  more  than  a  hundred  leagues 
upwards.  In  Servia  too,  fortune 
was  again  unfavourable  to  the  Ot¬ 
tomans;  they  fuffered  feveral  de¬ 
feats,  in  one  of  which,  upon  the 
Dwina,  they  loft  not  lefs  than 
6000  prifoners.  Towards  the  cfofe 
of  the  year,  Varna,  Myfla,  and 
Widdin,  were  the  only  ftrong 
places  remaining  to  the  Turks 
north  of  Mount  Hoemus.  The  Ruf¬ 
fians,  however,  had  not  achieved 
thefe  advantages  without  great 
Ioffes,  and  they  were  at  length  in¬ 
duced  to  accede  to  the  propofals  of 
the  'l  urks  for  a  fufpenlion  of  hof- 
tilities.  Negociations  for  peace 
were  then  opened,  but  the  Ruffians 
ftill  demanded  the  ceffion  of  the 
provinces  north  of  the  Danube,  and 
the  expulfion  cf  the  Englifti  from 
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the  ports  of  Turkey  ;  conditions 
which  the  Porte  was  not  yet  hum¬ 
bled  enough  to  grant ;  and  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  armiftice  was  induftri- 
oufly  employed  by  either  party  in 
preparations  for  the  renewal  of 
hoftilities. 

An  attempt  was  made,  in  the 
c-ourfe  of  the  prefent  year,  to  abate 
a  portion  of  the  calamities  of  war, 
by  a  general 'exchange  of  prifoners 
between  the  belligerent  powers. 
After  a  fhort  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  the  French  minifter  of  ma¬ 
rine  and  the  tranfport  board,  M. 
Dumouftier  and  Mr.  Mackenzie 
were  reflectively  named  as  coin- 
miffioners  by  the  two  governments, 
and  met  at  Morlaix  to  negociate 
the  arrangement  of  their  falutary 
©bjeCt.  It  had  been  obferved,  in 
the  letter  of  the  French  minifter, 
that  the  three  points  which  had 
hitherto  prevented  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  cartel  were  the  difficul¬ 
ties  arifing  out  of  the  Englifh  de¬ 
tained  in  France,  the  Hanoverian 
army,  and  the  army  of  St.  Do- 
-jwr  mingo.  Of  thefe  Mr. 

jViay  19 •  Mackenzie  was  autho¬ 
rized  to  concede  the  two  firft  ;  and 
with  refped  to  the  third,  it  was 
offered  that  French  fubjeCts  fhould 
be  exchanged  for  fuch  Hanoverians 
as  having  compofed  the  army  un¬ 
der  General  Walmoden,  were  now 
actually  ferving  in  the  Britifh  ar¬ 
my,  or  were  detained  as  prifoners 
of  war  in  France.  All  non  com¬ 
batants,  on  both  ftdes,  were  to  be 
liberated  without  exchange  ;  a  de¬ 
cided  advantage  in  point  of  num¬ 
ber  to  the  French  ;  and  foldiers 
and  failors  to  be  exchanged  man 
for  man,  and  rank  for  rank.  There 
would  after  this  be  left  a  very 
large  furplus  of  French  prifoners 
Vol.  LI  I.  ox  Vql.  X.  New  Se 


in  England,  and  thefe  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  exchange  for  thofe  of  our 
allies  detained  in  France.  A  projet 
to  this  effedfc  was  afterwards  pro- 
pofed  by  England,  y 
grounded  upon  the 
principle  of  the  general  liberation 
without  exception,  of  all  prifoners 
in  the  power  of  either  of  the  two 
belligerent  maffes.  French  and 
Englifh  prifoners  were  firft  to  be 
exchanged,  thoufand  for  thoufand, 
until  the  whole  of  the  Britilh  fuh- 
jeCts  in  France,  including  the  de- 
tenusy  and  allowing  2000  men  for 
the  Hanoverians,  were  ratified.  Af¬ 
ter  this  the  French  prifoners  in  the 
hands  of  the  Spaniards  were  to  be 
exchanged  in  a  fimilar  manner, 
agairffi  an  equal  number  of  Spanifk 
prifoners  in  France,  and  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  thefe  laft  remaining  in 
France  were  then  to  be  releafed, 
thoufand  for  thoufand,  in  exchange 
for  the  balance  of  French  prifoners 
yet  in  England,  and  the  furplus, 
on  which  ever  fide  it  might  lie, 
were  to  be  fent  back  immediately 
to  their  own  country,  on  parole 
not  to  ferve  again  until  regularly 
exchanged. 

The  French  government,  as 
might  be  fuppofed,  readily  admit¬ 
ted  the  principle  of  the  proffered 
arrangement,  the  liberality  of 
which,  as  propofed  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  could  only  be  accounted  for 
by  her  anxiety  to  relieve  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  fo  many  individuals. 
IVl .  Dumouftier,  however,  object¬ 
ed  that  it  offered  a  partial  ex¬ 
change  of  Englifh  prifoners  for 
French,  and  then  made  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  remaining  French 
depend  upon  the  refill t  of  negocia- 
tio'ns  to  be  opened  with  the  Spanifh 
juntas.  But  thefe  juntas,  he  cou¬ 
rier.  [5]  tinued, 
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tinued,  were  not  a  Angle  govern¬ 
ment  ;  they  changed  their  direc¬ 
tion  every  indant,  as  popular  com¬ 
motions  affedded  them  ;  many  of 
them  were  already  fubdued,  or 
about  to  difappear  ;  fuch  as  re¬ 
mained  might  refufe  the  propofed 
exchange,  it  would  thus  become 
impoflible  to  execute  thefe  parts  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  and  it  might 
be  forefeen  that  England  would 
refufe  to  fet  at  liberty  the  French 
prifoners  remaining  in  her  power 
after  the  total  exchange  of  the 
Englifh.  prifoners.  The  only  means 
of  completely  executing  the  prin¬ 
ciple  which  had  been  agreed  upon, 
was  to  bring  into  Calais  Roads  all 
the  French,  or  allies  of  the  French, 
who  were  prifoners  in  England, 
and  to  bring  there  alfo  all  the  En* 
glifh  prifoners,  and  as  many  of  the 
allies  of  England,  as  ihall  make 
together  an  equivalent  number, 
and  then  complete  the  exchange  ; 
the  furplus  of  Spanifh  prifoners 
might  then  be  exchanged  againft 
the  French  prifoners  in  Spain. 
This  was  the  only  arrangement 
that  could  reafonably  be  depended 
upon.  It  was  impoflible  to  make 
the  execution  of  the  principle 
agreed  upon  depend  upon  the  plea- 
fure  of  infurredional  governments, 
which,  confidering  the  immenfe 
forces  now  at  the  difpofal  of  France, 
evidently  could  not  lad  long  enough 
for  the  counter-projed  to  be  com- 
.  pletely  carried  into  exe- 

U^‘  I*  cution.  Mr.  Macken¬ 
zie,  in  reply,  obferved,  that  it 
was  not  for  the  commiffioners  to 
fettle,  or  even  to  difcufs  the  quef- 
tion,  as  to  the  government  of  Spain, 
He  fhould  remark,  however,  that 
a  government  capable  of  fending 
forth  armies  fufficient  to  take  pri¬ 


foners  from  its  enemies,  was  at 
leaft  competent  to  treat  with  them 
for  the  exchange  of  thofe  prifoners. 
That  government  which  Great 
Britain  acknowledged  for  her  ally, 
mud  at  lead  be  confulted  by  her  in 
what  related  to  its  intereds,  its 
feelings,  and  its  honour.  If,  in¬ 
deed,  its  overthrow  were  fo  cer¬ 
tain  and  fo  near,  that  there  might 
not  be  time  even  to  communicate 
to  it  the  terms  of  a  cartel,  what, 
he  alked,  became  of  all  the  argu¬ 
ments  employed  with  fo  much  ear- 
nednefs  to  induce  Great  Britain  ta 
exchange  the  French  prifoners  in 
her  power,  for  Spanidi  prifoners  in 
the  power  of  France  ?  Mr.  Mac¬ 
kenzie  then  renewed  his  former 
propofal,  the  dipulations  of  which,, 
when  agreed  upon,  would,  he  faid, 
be  fulfilled  with  the  accudomed 
good  faith  of  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment,  which  was  too  well  known 
to  the  whole  world  to  render  it 
neceflary  to  notice  the  infinuations 
of  the  French  commiflioner  upon 
that  fubjefl.  No  objection  could  ra¬ 
tionally  be  expeded  from  Spain  to 
an  arrangement  fo  manifedly  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  her  j  in  order,  how¬ 
ever,  to  obviate  all  difficulties,  an 
additional  article  was  propofed,  by 
which,  in  cafe  the  Spanifh  govern¬ 
ment,  to  whom  the  terms  of  this 
convention  fhould  immediately  be 
communicated,  fhould  not  fignify 
its  afient  to  them  within  the  fpace 
of  three  months,  the  furplus  of 
French  prifoners  in  England,  after 
the  exchange  had  been  erfeded, 
fhould  be  releafed  without  delay, 
on  proper  receipts  being  given, 
and  upon  a  pofltive  engagement  not 
to  ferve  againd  Great' Britain,  or 
her  allies,  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  until  regularly  exchanged 

againd 
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againft  fuch  Britifh  prifoners  as 
might  hereafter  fall  into  the  hands 
of  France,  and  who  fhould,  con- 
fequently,  be  immediately  releafed 
from  time  to  time,  until  the  ac¬ 
counts  were  balanced. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  had  waited 
nearly  a  month  without  receiving 
any  anfwer  from  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  and  at  length  fignified 
to  M.  Dumouftier,  that  conclud¬ 
ing  its  difpolition  was  fuch  as  to 
render  ufelefs  any  further  protrac¬ 
tion  of  the  negociation,  he  was 
compelled  to  demand  his  pafiports. 
M.  Dumouftier  replied  in  a  day  or 
.  two  by  a  new  projet . 

ll£*  31,  According  to  this,  the 
mafs  of  Englifh  and  French  pri¬ 
foners  were  to  be  immediately  ex¬ 
changed,  and  the  overplus  of 
French  prifoners  thus  returned  to 
France  were  to  be  conftdered  as 
ftill  prifoners  upon  their  parole, 
and  not  to  ferve  until  regularly 
exchanged  according  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish  additional  article  ;  or,  if  the 
arrangement  appeared  preferable  to 
the  Britifh.  government,  an  equal 
number  of  Spanifh  prifoners  fhould 
be  held  at  its  difpofal  in  France, 
to  be  taken  away  in  the  manner 
and  at  the  time  it  fhould  deter¬ 
mine  i  and  the  French  prifoners 
returned  upon  their  parole  in 
France  fhould  then  be  conftdered 
as  definitively  exchanged.  Inde¬ 
pendently  of  this,  however,  a  body 
of  Sooo  French  fhould  be  releafed 
unconditionally,  as  a  balance  for 
the  17000  Hanoverians  compre¬ 
hended  in  the  capitulation  of  Count 
W almoden.  /  Mr.  Mackenzie,  in 
reply,  informed  the  French  com- 
mifiioner,  that  a  communication 
o  had  been  received  from 

-ep  .  2z,  Spanifh  govern- 
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menf,  notifying  its  ready  accef- 
fion  to  the  terms  of  the  propofed 
cartel,  as  far  as  they  affe&ed  her, 
and  offered,  as  the  ultimatum  of 
Great  Britain,  that  the  exchange 
of  the  furplus  of  French  prifoners 
in  England  with  the  Spanifh  pri¬ 
foners  in  France,  inftead  of  being 
poftponed  till  the  completion  of 
the  original  exchange  between 
France  and  England,  fhould  take 
place  immediately ;  and  fimulta- 
neoufly  with  the  return  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  prifoners  from  France ;  a  thou- 
fand  Spaniards  being  fent  to  Spain, 
for  every  thoufand  Frenchmen  re¬ 
ceived  from  England;  and  it  was 
farther  conceded,  that  3000  in¬ 
ftead  of  2000  fhould  be  allowed  on 
account  of  the  Hanoverians.  M. 
Dumouftier,  in  his  anfwer  of  the 
7 rh  of  Gflober,  ftill  infilled,  as  the 
only  admiffible  arrangement,  that 
3000  French  fhould  be  exchanged 
at  fome  port  of  the  channel  fot 
1000  Englifh  and  2000  of  the  al¬ 
lies  of  England,  the  latter  to  be 
difpofed  of  as  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment  might  choofe  ;  and  that  8000 
fhould  be  given  up  on  account  of 
the  Hanoverians,  Mr.  Mackenzie 
replied  to  this  by  a  fimple  demand 
of  his  pafTports ;  M.  Dumouftier 
then  offered  to  take  6000  inftead 
of  8000, ■  at  a  balance  for  the  Ha¬ 
noverians  ;  but  the  Englifh  com- 
miftioner  ftated,  that  on  that  point, 
as  well  as  on  the  others,  the  con- 

ceftlons  of  his  government  were 

definitive,  and  that  unlefs  they 
were  accepted,  he  was  inftru&ed 
to  return  immediately  to  England. 
Accordingly  he  fet  fail  on  the  6th 
of  November,  and  above  100,000 
individuals  thus  found  tbemfelves 
again  confsgned  to  an  hopelefs  cap¬ 
tivity.  It  is  impoffible  to  attri- 
[S  2]  bate 
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bute  the  failure  of  this  negotia¬ 
tion  to  any  other  caufes  than  the 
obftinacy  and  fufpicion  of  the 
French  government ;  or  rather,  it 
is  difficult,  from  its  conduft,  to 


believe  that  that  government  could 
from  the  beginning  have  entertain¬ 
ed  any  ferious  defire  of  attaining 
its  profeffed  objedl. 


CHAP.  XV. 


Commercial  Difirejfes.  Licenfe  Syfiem.  Speculations  in  South  American 
Trade ,  Death  of  the  Princefs  Amelia.  Confequent  lllnefs  of  the  King . 
Parliament  meets  and  adjoiirns.  Adjourns  a  fecondTime.  Examination 
of  the  King* s  Phyficians  before  the  Committees  of  the  two  Houfes.  Vio¬ 
lent  Speeches  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  and  General  Mathew.  Third  Ad¬ 
journment.  •  Mr.  Perceval  brings  forward  his  three  Preliminary  Refolu- 
tions  ref pe  ding  the  Appointment  of  a  Regency.  Letter  of  the  Royal  Family 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  His  Reply.  Mr.  Ponfonby  oppofes 
the  Mode  of  proceeding  by  Billy  and  moves,  as  an  Amendment,  an  Ad- 
dr  efs  to  the  Prince ,  requejling  him  to  a  fume  the  Sovereign  Authority . 
Debate.  Speeches  of  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Homer,  Mr.  Croker ,  and  Mr. 
Whitbread.  The  Refolutions  are  carried  in  the  Committee ,  and  after 
another  Debate  in  the  hloufe.  Oppofed  by  Lord  Holland  and  Lord  Lanf- 
downe  in  the  Lords.  Supported  by  Lord  Grenville,  and  carried.  Mr. 
Perceval* s  fve  fubfequent  Refolutions  refpe  fling  the  Limitations  to  be  im - 
pofed  on  the  Regent.  Partially  oppofed  by  Mr.  Canning .  After  fuccej - 
five  Debates  they  are  carried  under  fame  Modification ,  with  the  Excep¬ 
tion  of  the  fifth ,  relating  to  the  Household ,  upon  which  an  Amendment  is 
moved  and  carried.  Debate  in  the  Lords.  Amendment  refpefling  the 
Reward  of  Military  Merit  pro  pofed ,  and  carried.  Minfiers  attempt  to 
reflcre  the  fifth  Refolution  as  originally  propofed,  but  fail.  Difficulties 
refpe  fling  the  dffiue  of  Public  Monies.  The  Refolutions  laid  before  the 
Qiteen  and  Prince  of  Wales  by  Deputations  from  both  Houfes.  Their  re - 
Jpe Stive  Replies.  Parliament  is  opened  by  Commiffion. 


N\  OTW1THST  ANDING  the 
encouraging  view  of  the 
ftate  of  trade  which  had  been  pre- 
fented  in  the  king's  fpeech,  at  the 
prorogation  of  parliament,  a  very 
fevere  depreffion  was  beginning  to 
be  felt  in  the  commercial  world 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  prefen t 
fummer.  The  caufes  affigned  for 
this  diftrefs  were  various.  The 
principal,  no  doubt,  were  the  pe¬ 
culiar  ftate  of  our  relations  with 
America,  and  more  rigid  enforce¬ 


ment  of  the  reftri&ive  decrees, 
which  Buonaparte  at  length  fuc- 
ceeded  in  effecting,  and  which,  in 
faft,  went  near  to  operate  on  al- 
moft  total  exclufion  from  any  di- 
redft  intercourfe  with  the  continent. 
It  is  true  a  practice  had  been  adopt¬ 
ed,  both  by  the  Englilh  and  the 
French  governments,  of  granting 
licenfes  to  veffels  trading  between 
the  two  countries,  under  certain 
reftriftions  as  to  the  commodities 
of  which  the  careo  confifted,  and 
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upon  payment  of  a  confiderable 
duty,  rated  according  to  the  ton¬ 
nage  of  the  veffel ;  the  relief  thus 
afforded,  however,  was  but  par¬ 
tial,  and  went  but  little  to  abate 
that  general  preffure  which  had 
been  produced  by  the  unexampled 
feries  of  reftriCtions  which  oppreff- 
ed  our  commercial  relations.  The 
evil  was  not  a  little  aggravated 
by  the  more  than  ufually  venturous 
fpirit  of  fpeculation,  which  this 
very  ftate  of  things  feems  to  have 
engendered  among  our  merchants. 
The  (hutting  up  of  the  ordinary 
channels  of  trade,  naturally  occa- 
fioned  an  extraordinary  alertnefs 
for  the  difcovery  of  new  fields  of 
commercial  enterprife,  and  great 
anxiety  and  competition  in  taking 
advantage  of  any  the  lead  opening 
of  this  nature  which  circumftances 
might  appear  to  offer.  The  ven¬ 
tures,  in  the  firft  infiance  efpeci- 
ally,  and  under  the  circumfiances 
of  competition  in  which  they  were 
made,  were  neceffarily  attended 
with  much  ri(k,'and  great  lodes 
were  commonly  incurred.  This 
was  particularly  the  cafe  in  the 
partial  opening  of  the  South  Ame¬ 
rican  and  Brafilian  ports,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  revolution  in  the  penin- 
fula.  The  markets  in  thofe  parts 
were  abfolutely  glutted  with  Bri- 
tifh  goods,  and  the  inoft  ruinous 
confequences  refulted  to  individuals 
from  the  invefiments  which  had 
inconfiderately  been  made  to  an 
extent  utterly  difproportionate 
either  to  the  wants  or  to  the  means 
of  the  people  to  whom  they  were 
deftined.  Failures  therefore  were 
more  numerous  and  extenfive  than 
they  had  been  at  any  period  fince 
the  commencement  o(  the  war,  and 
the  general  alarm  was  much  aggra- 
yated  by  the  apprehenfions  which 
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were  beginning  to  be  entertained 
refpeCting  the  fiate  of  our  paper 
currency.  It  will  have  been  feen, 
from  our  account  of  the  financial 
meafures  of  the  year,  that  the  loan 
had  been  negociated  upon  terms 
unufually  favourable  for  the  public. 
It  had  been  taken  by  the  two 
houfes  of  Sir  Francis  Baring  and 
Abraham  Goldfmid,  and,  fuch  was 
the  preffure  of  the  times,  that  in  a 
few  months  omnium  fell  to  a  confi¬ 
derable  difcount.  Towards  the 
end  of  September  the  difcount  was 
not  lefs  than  five  or  fix  per  cent. 
The  circumftance  of  the  death  of 
Sir  Francis  Baring,  which  happen¬ 
ed  about  this  time,  had  in  fome 
meafure  tended  to  increafe  this 
depreflion  ;  and  the  other  (barer, 
finding  that  the  lofs  of  65/.  per 
thoufand  upon  the  fum  allotted  to 
himfelf,  exclufive  of  what  he  had 
dealt  among  his  friends,  was  more 
than  his  fortune  would  bear, 
in  a  fit  of  defpair  (hot  himfelf. 
The  fhock  occasioned  in  the  city 
by  this  unhappy  event  is  indef- 
cribable.  Om?iium  fell  the  fame 
day  from  6\  to  10J  per  cent,  dif¬ 
count.  The  high  and  liberal  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  late  Mr.  Goldfmid 
excited  a  univerfal  fympathy  in 
the  public,  and  every  accommoda¬ 
tion  was  afforded  by  government 
and  the  bank,  in  the  fubfeq«ent 
arrangements  with  the  houfe.  Pub¬ 
lic  credit  by  degrees  recovered, 
and  the  difcount  was  at  length  re¬ 
duced  to  about  4  per  cent. 

Another  fubjed  foon  engaged, 
and  more  deeply,  the  attention  of 
the  public.  The  fevere  and  pro¬ 
tracted  fufferings  of  the  Princefs 
Amelia  were,  oa  the  ift  of  No¬ 
vember,  terminated  by  death.  Her 
father  had  watched  the  progrefs  of 
her  malady  with  deep  and  unwea- 
[S  3]  -  rted 


S7S]  ANNUAL  III 

xied  anxiety,  but  at  the  moment 
of  her  releafe  he  was  no  longer  in 
a  Hate  to  grieve  for  or  to  be  con- 
foled  by  it.  A  fhort  time  before, 
the  Princefs,  aware  of  her  ap¬ 
proaching  end,  had  ordered  a  lock 
of  her  hair  to  be  fet  in  a  ring, 
with  the  infcription  of  her  name, 
and  the  words  i(  Remember  me 
one  day,  when  her  blind  fa¬ 
ther,  in  making  his  ufual  viftf, 
came  to  her  bedlide  and  held  out 
his  hand  to  her,  Ihe  took  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  putting  the  ring  on 
his  finger.  This  was  done  with¬ 
out  any  obfervation  on  her  part ; 
it  was  not  till  a  her  he  had  left  the 
room  that  the  king  perceived  this 
too  figr/ificant  token  of  the  tender- 
nefs  of  his  dying  daughter  ;  and 
the  agitaiion  produced  by  it  was 
fuch  as  to  diforder  his  intellects, 
and  induce  a  return  of  that  mental 
diforder  with  which  he  had  before 
been  afHiCted.  Parliament  had  been 
prorogued  to  the  ill  day  of  No¬ 
vember  ;  as  ufual,  it  had  been  in¬ 
tended  that  a  further  prorogation 
ihould  take  place  previous  to  its 
meeting  for  the  difpatch  of  bufi- 
nefs,  and  a  proclamation,  pro- 
roguing^  it  to  the  29th  of  the 
month,  had  actually  been  iffued  by 
the  king.  This  it  was  of  courfe 
intended  Ihould  be  followed  by  the 
ufual  commiffion  figned  by  the 
king,  and  read  in  the  houfe  of 
peers  by  the  commiflioners  appoint¬ 
ed  for  that  purpofe,  but  in  con  fre¬ 
quence  of  his  unfortunate  indifpofi- 
tion  he  was  unable  to  put  his  figna- 
ture  to  the  ctommiftion,  and  the 
houfes  neceffarily  met  on  the  day 
appointed  by  the  fir  ft  prorogation. 
After  flaring  the  unhappy  and  un¬ 
expected  circumftance  which  had 
rendered  their  meeting  neceifary, 
miniflers  in  both  houfes  propofed  an 

o 


2GISTER,  1810. 

adjournment  for  a  fortnight ;  this 
was  carried  without  difeuffion,  and 
the  lord  chancellor  and  the  fpeaker 
were  ordered  to  tranfmit  notices 
to  the  members  of  both  houfes,  re¬ 
quiring  their  attendance  on  the 
15  th  of  November. 

When  on  that  day  the  houfe  had 
again  met,  the  chancellor  ftated, 
in  the  lords,  that  the  hopes  of  re¬ 
covery,  which  the  original  mild- 
nefs  of  the  fymptoms  had  led  his 
Majefty’s  phylicians  to  entertain 
in  the  firft  inftance,  had  ftnee  been 
in  a  great  degree  {Lengthened  and 
confirmed,  and  they  were  now  una- 
nimoufly  of  opinion  that  his  health 
was  in  a  progreflive  ft  ate  of  im¬ 
provement.  Under  thefe  circum- 
flances,  he  thought  it  advifeable 
to  propofe  another  adjournment  for 
fourteen  days. 

Lord  Grenville  ftated,  that  much 
as  he  was  difpofed  to  agree  to  this, 
he  could  not  but  demur  to  the 
taking  fuch  a  ftep  upon  the  foie 
ground  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord’s  notification.  On  the  former 
occafton  of  1788,  the  faffs  rela¬ 
tive  to  his  Majefty’s  indifpofition 
were  laid  before  them,  as  afeer- 
tained  by  an  examination  of  the 
phylicians  before  the  privy  council. 
But  Lord  Liverpool  obferved,  that 
on  the  former  occafton  the  king’s 
recovery  was  not  an  objeCt  of  fuch 
confident  expectation  as  he  was 
happy  to  pronounce  at  prefent.  The 
motion  was  carried  without  diflent. 

A  fimilar  ftatement,  followed  by 
the  fame  motion,  was  made  in  the 
commons  by  Mr.  Perceval.  Mr. 
Whitbread,  like  Lord  Grenville, 
objected  that  they  were  called 
upon  to  continue  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  conftitution  for  another  fort¬ 
night,  when  no  better  authenticated 
evidence  of  the  neceftity  than  the 
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bare  unrecorded  ftatement  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  Under 
fuch  circumftances  he  thought  the 
houfe  fhould  not  adjourn  for  more 
than  from  day  to  day  ;  but  he  would 
not  divide  it  upon  the  queftion. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  alked  if 
the  public  bufmefs  could  go  on 
without  the  executive?  Was  there 
any  proceeding  more  likely  than 
the  prefent  to  bring  that  part  of 
the  conftitution  into  contempt  ? 
Were  the  people  to  be  told,  that 
in  the  votes  of  both  houfes  only, 
confided  the  conftitution  ;  that  the 
crown  might  be  placed  on  a 
cuftiion,  while  all  its  powers  and 
prerogatives  were  left  to  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  minifters  ?  He  would 
refill  the  propofed  courfe,  and 
though  he  ftood  alone  he  was  de¬ 
termined  to  divide  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Tierney  and  Lord  Archi¬ 
bald  Hamilton  equally  deprecated 
fo  long  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Ful¬ 
ler  could  not  fee  the  danger  arifing 
to  the  country  from  the  delay  ;  the 
enemy,  in  the  .mean  time,  could 
not  get  a  fhip  to  fea,  nor  could 
their  troops  beat  Lord  Wellington. 
Mr.  Ponfonby  thought  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  for  a  week,  rather  than  a 
fortnight,  would  be  better ;  but 
if  Mr.  Perceval  fhould  prefs  his 
motion  he  fhould  not  oppofe  it. 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  knew  that 
upon  the  king’s  recovery  from  a 
fimilar  affliction  in  1801,  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  fir  ft  inquiries  was, 
whether  any  parliamentary  inquiry 
had  been  made  into  his  fituation, 
and  that  it  proved  the  mcft  grati¬ 
fying  thing  to  his  feelings  that  no 
fuch  inquiry  had  taken  place.  Sir 
Samuel  Romiliy  could  not  think  it 
politic,  by  fo  long  an  adjourn¬ 
ment,  to  put  it  out  of  their  power 


to  refort  to  any  meafures  which 
a  poftible,  not  to  fay  a  probable, 
contingency  might  render  neceft* 
fary.  Mr.  Wilberforce  faw  no  al¬ 
ternative  but  to  enter  at  once  into 
the  examination  of  the  phyficians, 
or  to  adjourn.  The  motion  was 
carried  by  343  to  58.  Mr.  Pon¬ 
fonby  voted  with  the  majority. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  fecond 
adjournment,  Lord  Liverpool  pre- 
fented  to  the  lords  a  report  of  the 
privy  council,  containing  an  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  phyficians  relative 
to  the  ftate  of  the  king.  From  this 
it  appeared  that  his  Majefty  was 
ftill  prevented  from  coming  to  par¬ 
liament,  and  incapable  of  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  royal  functions,  but 
that  confident  expectations  were 
entertained  by  all  the  phyficians 
of  his  perfe<ft  recovery ;  and  though 
with  refpeCt  to  time  nothing  fpe- 
cific  could  be  ftated  as  to  the  du^ 
ration  of  the  king’s  indifpofition, 
a  confiderable  amendment  of  his 
health  had  already  aCiualfy  taken 
place.  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
Lord  Liverpool  thought  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  propofe  another  adjourn¬ 
ment  for  a  fortnight.  Earl  Spencer 
objected  to  the  motion  in  the  moft 
decided  terms.  As  their  proceed¬ 
ing  at  all  could  only  be  jollified  by 
neceftityj  they  ought  to  proceed 
with  as  little  delay  as  poftible  to 
afcertain  the  neceflity  under  which 
they  were  compelled  to  aCl.  The 
mere  report  of  the  privy  council 
was  not  the  fpecies  of  document  on 
which  they  could  ground  any  mea- 
fure ;  the  only  regular  way  in 
which  they  could  proceed  was  to 
inftitutcan  examination  of  the  phy¬ 
ficians  before  a  committee  of  the 
houfe,  in  order  to  obtain  with  pre- 
cifion  the  facts  of  the  cafe.  He 
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concluded  with  moving  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  feleft  committee 
with  that  object. 

Lord  Moira  fupported  the 
amendment,  and  dwelt  on  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  further  fufpenfion  of  the 
royal  authority.  The  Earl  of  Har- 
rowby  contended  that  no  fuch  dan¬ 
ger  was  to  bn  apprehended ;  that 
the  government  was  capable  of  go¬ 
ing  on  for  a  certain  time  with  ftea- 
dinefs  and  alacrity,  from  the  mo¬ 
mentum  of  force  which  it  had  once 
received  ;  ‘  Currit  iter  tutum  non 
fecius  jequore  ciaffis/  Lord  Hol¬ 
land  called  upon  rninifters  to  con- 
fider  the  courfe  they  were  purfu- 
ing  ;  to  paufe  on  the  verge  of  their 
ftrange  and  unaccountable  proceed¬ 
ing.  A  bill  of  indemnity  might 
hereafter  fecure  them  from  the  per¬ 
sonal  confequences  of  their  rafhnefs, 
but  nothing  could  refeue  the  coun¬ 
try  from  the  hazard  of  thofe  pe¬ 
rils  that  collefted  and  darkened 
around  it.  Lord  Grenville  ftigma- 
tifed  the  propofed  meafure  of  ad¬ 
journment  as  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  parliament,  hoftile  to 
the  bed  interefts  of  the  monarchy, 
and  repugnant  to  every  principle  of 
the  confutation.  It  was  to  con¬ 
vince  the  country  that  what  libel¬ 
lers  on  the  conftitution  have  dared 
to  propagate,  is  true  in  fa  ft— that 
the  falutary  and  controuling  power 
of  the  two  deliberative  branches 
of  the  legiflature  had  degenerated 
into  a  mere  fliadow — that  all  con- 
ilitutional  fpirit  and  vitality  was 
banifhed  from,  among  them,  and 
that  the  whole  power  of  govern¬ 
ment  was  centered  in  a  dozen  ca¬ 
binet  rninifters,  who  exercifed  the 
executive  funftions,  unfettered  by 
the  decifions  of  the  eftates  of  the 
realm,  and  independent  even  of  the 


will  and  fanftion  of  the  fovereigru 
Fifty-fix  voted  for  the  amendment, 
and  88  for  the  original  motion. 

The  motion  for  adjournment  was 
oppofed  on  the  fame  grounds  in  the 
commons.  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
contended,  that  all  that  had  been 
faid  about  delicacy  in  this  bufinefs 
had  been  introduced  moft  irregu¬ 
larly  and  unfairly.  Jt  was  abfurd 
to  talk  of  delicacy  upon  great  pub¬ 
lic  occafions.  Delicacy  might  well 
fuit  the  converfation  of  a  tea-table ; 
it  might  be  very  fit  to  be  enter¬ 
tained  towards  the  other  fex  ,  but 
in  private  life,  when  in  ordinary 
tranfaftions  delicacy  was  talked 
of,  it  was  only  another  name  for 
roguery  ;  and  in  ftate  matters,  the 
law  and  the  conftitution  of  the  coun¬ 
ts  y  had  broken  in  upon  it.  Thus 
the  ftate  officers  were  required  to 
he  preferit  at  the  lying  in  of  the 
queen,  a  circumftance  which,  m 
private  families,  would  be  in  the 
laft  degree  indelicate. 

General  Mathew  faid  he  would 
not  take  the  aft u ranee  of  any  man 
as  to  the  ftate  of  the  king,  much 
lefs  that  of  an  interefted  minifter; 
more  particularly  one  of  the  prefent 
weak  and  ideotic  adminiftration. 
Let  any  one,  faid  he,  look  over  the 
way  at  it,  and  they  muft  fee  what 
kind  of  thing  it  was.  As  to  abi¬ 
lity  they  had  none,  nor  charafter, 
nor  refpeftability  ;  and  as  to  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  they 
never  had,  and  never  could  expeft 
it.  They  had  only  one  Scotch 
cotin ty  member  among  them,  and 
not  one  of  them  had  landed, 
or  indeed,  any  other  kind  of 
property  ;  a  parcel  of  fecond-rate 
lawyers,  and  needy  adventurers, 
of  defperate  ambition,  not  caring 
for  the  fate  of  the  nation,  if  they 
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could  keep  their  places  and  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  public  purfe-drings. 
Mr.  Fuller  faid,  he  never  trimmed 
or  juggled,  and  he  would  not  trim 
or  juggle  now.  “  Will  any  man,” 
he  exclaimed,  <f  in  this  houfe, 
be  bafe  enough  to  defert  our 
poor  good  old  man  in  his  adver- 
fity  ?  Whoever  defer ts  the  old 
king  is  the  bafeft  of  human  beings ; 

I  care  not  whether  he  be  prince  or 
peafant ;  be  he  prince  or  peafant 
that  rats,  I  fay  blow  him  from  the 
earth.'*  Mr.  Bathurd  and  Mr. 
Wilberforce  fupported  the  motion, 
which  was  carried  by  233  to  129. 

A  third  adjournment  therefore 
took  place.  At  the  end  of  this, 
minifters  dated  to  the  houfe, 
that  though  a  confiderable  pro- 

Dec  1  gre$ve  amendment  had 

ec»  taken  place,  and  the  fame 

confident  hopes  of  his  Majelty  s 
ultimate  recovery  were  entertained 

•r 

by  his  phyficians,  yet  there  were 
hardly  grounds  for  expeding  this 
within  fo  fhort  a  time  as  might 
warrant  the  propofition  of  a  fur¬ 
ther  adjournment.  Committees 
were  then  appointed  in  both  houfes 
to  examine  the  phyficians.  The 
opinions  of  thefe  gentlemen  were 
dill  decidedly  favourable  to  the 
probability  of  the  king’s  redora. 
tion,  though  they  could  not  take 
upon  them  to  form  any  conjedure 
as  to  the  duration  of  the  diforder. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was 
laid  before  the  houfe  on  the  17  th, 
when  Mr.  Perceval,  in  a  few 
words,  dated  the  courfe  he  now 
propofed  to  purfue.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Thurfday  he  fhould  move 
that  the  houfe  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  on  the  date  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  when  he  fhould  propofe  to  it 
three  preliminary  refolutions,  fimi- 
far  to  thofe  which  had  been  adopt¬ 


ed  by  both  houfes  in  the  year 
1788.  The  fird  would  relate  to 
the  king’s  indifpofition,  and  his 
incompetence  to  difeharge  the  royal 
functions  ;  the  fecond  would  de¬ 
clare  the  obligation  impofed  on 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  in  the  execu¬ 
tive  authority  thus  occafioned,  and 
the  third  would  regard  the  manner 
in  which  the  fubftitute  for  the 
royal  authority  was  to  be  pro¬ 
vided,  by  way  of  bill. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  warned  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  that,  with 
refped  to  the  third  refolution,  he 
mull  expcfl  from  him  the  mod  dre- 
nuous  oppofition.  Mr.  Sheridan  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  condudl  of  the  Irilli 
parliament,  in  1788,  to  that  of 
the  convention  parliament  at  the 
revolution,  in  both  of  which  cafes 
the  royal  authority  had  been  con¬ 
ferred  by  add  refs  ;  a  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  which  he  did  not  hefirate 
to  pronounce  more  fimple,  more 
fecure,  and  more  condi tutional, 
than  that  fuggefted  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer. 

Earl  Spencer  exprefied  himfelf 
to  the  fame  effeft,  a  few 
days  after  in  the  lords.  eC*  I^‘ 
Lord  Grenville  faid,  he  could  not 
on  this  point  agree  with  his  noble 
friend.  .More  than  twenty  years 
had  elapfed  fince  he  had  firft  dated 
his  opinions  on  this  important 
quellion ;  many  of  them  he  had 
paded  amid  the  aftive  cares  of  pub¬ 
lic  life,  and  others  he  had  {pent  in, 
he  truded,  not  indolent  retirement. 
He  had  fince  often  and  deeply  con- 
fidered  thofe  opinions,  and  the  re- 
fult  ferved  not  merely  to  confirm, 
but  drengthen  to  theutmod  degree 
what  had  then  been  the  perfuafion 
of  his  underdandi ng.  It  was  by 
a  legi flative  provifion  only,  that 
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any  fleps  could  be  taken  for  fup- 
plying  the  defeft  of  the  royal' au¬ 
thority.  By  an  effential  principle 
of  the  conftitution,  the  political 
capacity  of  the  crown  was  always 
entire,  nor  could  he  conceive  by 
what  conftitutional  rule  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  could  do  any 
aft  without  the  concurrence  and 
exercife  of  that,  capacity. 

On  the  following  day,  Lord 
Holland  continued  the  difcuffion, 
by  adverting  to  the  particular 
Bate  of  our  relations  to  the  United 
States,  to  Sweden,  and  to  Spaniilh 
America,  in  which  matters  of  the 
greateit  importance  preffed  for  the 
decifion  of  the  executive  govern, 
rnent,  while  unfortunately  the 
competent  authority  to  fanftion  a 
decifion  upon  any  fuch  points  was 
altogether  fufpended.  Lord  Wel¬ 


lington  might  want  reinforcements, 
bur  by  what  power  could  they  now 
be  fent  ? 

Lord  Liverpool,  in  reply  faid, 
he  was  not  aware  of  any  material 
injury  to  the  public  fervice  by  the 
delay  in  queftion,  or  that  minifters 
had  abftained  from  any  afts  from 
which  under  other  circutnftances 
they  would  not  fo  have  advifed 
his  Majeffy  to  abftain  ;  and  as  for 
any  meafures  which  the  fafety  of 
the  country  might  require,  they 
would,  with  whatever  rifk  to 
themfelves,  do  that  which  they 
deemed  m oft  conducive  to  the 
fafety,  honour,  and  interefts  of  the 
country,  leaving  it  to  parliament 
to  confider  of  and  decide  upon  the 
grounds  of  their  juftification. 

On  the  20th  of  December 
Mr.  Perceval,  according  to  his  no- 


*  On  the  morning  of  this  day  Mr.  Perceval  received  the  following  letter,  figned 
by  all  the  royal  dukes. 

**  Wednesday  night,  12  o’clock,  December  19* 

“  Sir,  the  Prince  of  Wales  having  aflfcmbled  the  whole  of  the  male  branches  of 
the  royal  family,  and  having  communicated  to  us  the  plan  intended  to  be  propofed 
by  his  Majeft.y’s  confidential  fervants  to  the  lords  and  commons,  for  the  eftablifh- 
mentof  a  reitricled  regency,  fhould  the  continuance  of  his  Majefty’s  ever-to-be- 
deplored  illnels  render  it  neceffary  ;  we  feel  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  his  Majeity,  to  our 
country,  and  to  ourlelves,  to  enter  our  folemn  protefl  againft  meafures  which  we 
conceive  as  perfectly  unconflitutional  as  they  are  contrary  to,  and  fubverfive  of  the 
principles  which  i'eated  our  family  on  the  throne  of  this  realm.” 

Mr.  Perceval  properly  replied,  “That  deeply  as  his  Majefiy’s  minifters  lamented 
that  the  meafures  which  they  had  thought  themfelves  bound  to  proppfe,  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  to  their  royal  higlmeffes  to  deferve  a  character  fo  decidedly  contrary  to  that 
which  it  had  been  their  anxious  endeavour  fhould  belong  to  it ;  they  muft  ftill,  how¬ 
ever,  have  the  confolation  of  reflecting,  that  the  principles  upon  which  they  had 
acted,  obtained  the  exprefs  and  concurrent  i'upport  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament 
in  the  years  1788  and  1789;  that  thole  houfes  of  parliament  had  the  high  fatisfaftion 
of  receiving,  by  the  command  of  his  Majeity,  after  his  Majefty’s  recovery,  his 
warmeft  acknowledgments  for  the  additional  proofs  they  had  given  of  their  affec¬ 
tionate  attachment  to  his  perfon,  and  of  their  zealous  concern  for  the  honour  and 
interefts  of  his  crown,  and  the  fecurity  and  good  government  of  his  dominions  ;  and 
that  the  uninterrupted  confidence  which  his  Majefty  was  pleated  to  repole  for  a  long 
l'eries  of  years,  in  the  perfons  who  propoled  the  meafures  which  were  grounded  on 
thofe  principles,  entitled  his  Majefty’s  fervants,  in  their  judgment,  ftill  farther  to 
conclude,  that  thefe  principles  and  meafures  had  the  fanction  of  his  n^al  approba¬ 
tion.” 

This  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  princes  was  generally  difapproved  of,  as  irre¬ 
gular  and  unconflitutional,  and  they  did  not  again  attempt  to  interfere  in  a  fimilar 
manner.  In  the  debates  which  enfued,  however,  their  names  were  uniformly  found 
irt  lifts  of  thofe  oppofed  to  the  meafures  of  the  miniftcr. 
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tice,  fubmitted  his  three  refolu-  this  period  the  power  of  granting 
tions  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  any  rank  in  the  peerage  might  be 
ho ufe.  Of  the  two  firft  we  have  fufpended  without  inconvenience  : 


given  the  fubftance  before  ;  the 
third  imported  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  that  the  two  hoafes  fhould  de¬ 
termine  on  the  means  whereby  the 
royal  affent  might  be  given  in 
parliament  to  fuch  bill  as  might 
be  paifed  by  the  two  houfes,  re- 
fpefting  the  exercife  of  the  power 
and  authorities  of  the  crown,  in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the 
king,  during  the  continuance  of 
his  Majefty’s  prefent  indifpofition. 
Mr.  Perceval  ftated,  that  the  ul¬ 
terior  propofitions  which  he  meant 
to  bring  forward  were,  that  gene¬ 
rally  all  the  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment  fhould  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  en¬ 
tire  care  of  his  Majefty’s  perfon 
being  committed  to  the  queen,  and 
due  proviftons  being  made  for  no¬ 
tifying  the  king’s  recovery  when¬ 
ever  it  fhould  take  place,  and  for 
chalking  out  the  courfe  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  that  would  effeflually  ena¬ 
ble  his  Majefty  to  refume  the 
reins  of  government.  The  opera¬ 
tion  of  thefe  parts  of  the  propofed 
bill  was  to  have  no  limit  affigned 
in  point  of  time,  except  the  du¬ 
ration  of  his  Majefty’s  diforder. 
But  certain  proviftons  would  be 
introduced  in  it  temporarily  limit¬ 
ing  and  reftridling  the  ufe  of  cer¬ 
tain  powers  and  prerogatives  of 
the  crown.  The  period  for  the 
continuance  of  thefe  reftriftions  to 
be  about  a  twelvemonth  from  the 
time  of  the  pafting  of  the  bill, 
due  care  being  taken  that  they 
fhould  expire  at  a  period  when 
parliament  fhould  have  been  fitting 
for  at  lealf  fix  weeks. 

Mr.  Perceval  faid  he  thought  the 
houfe  would  agree  withhim,  that  for 


and  that  it  would  be  reafonable  to 
declare,  that  all  grants  of  offices 
and  penfions,  except  fuch  as  were 
neceftary  for  the  public  fervice, 
fhould  be  granted  only  for  the 
term  of  the  regency,  fubjeft  to  his 
Majefty’s  pleafure  on  his  re¬ 
covery.  Pie  fhould  farther  pro- 
pofe,  that  the  queen  fhould  have 
the  fuperintendante  and  controul 
of  the  houfeholdfor  twelve  months, 
after  which  interval  all  the  regu¬ 
lations  eonnedled  with  that  fubjedl 
fhould  expire. 

((  But  whatever  difference  of 
opinion,”  faid  Mr.  Perceval,  l(  be 
entertained  on  this  branch  of  the 
fubjed,  the  queftion  now  before 
the  committee  is  limply  on  the 
expediency  of  adopting  one  courfe 
of  proceeding  in  the  eftabiifhment 
of  a  regent  to  another  ;  whether 
we  fhould  proceed  by  bill,  or  by 
addrefs.  In  favour  of  the  former 
mode  we  have  the  courfe  foiemnly 
and  deliberately  recognized  by  par¬ 
liament  in  a  cafe  precifely  fimilar, 
and  forming  a  precedent  from 
which  we  may  argue,  not  by 
analogy  alone,  but,  by  its  diftindt 
and  decided  refemblance  in  all  its 
parts  to  the  prefent  inftance.  On 
his  Majefty’s  recovery,  he,  by  his 
commiffioners,  came  down  to  par¬ 
liament.  Did  he  revoke  or  annul 
their  previous  proceedings  ?  Did 
he  difclaim  their  interference  ? 
Did  he  declare  that  the  great  feal 
had  been  ufurped,  that  the  houfes 
had  abufed  their  authority  ?  No, 
the  diredf  contrary.  He  put  no 
end  to  the  feffion  held  during  his 
illriefs,  but  diftinftly  referred  to 
the  inftrument  under  which  their 
previous  fittings  had  been  held. 
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and  a t tefled  by  thefpeech  delivered 
by  the  commiffioners,  his  cordial 
confirmation  of  the  ufe  which  had 
been  made  of  his  prerogative/’ 
Mr.  Perceval  then  afked,  what 
objedion  exified  to  his  courfe 
which  did  not  equally  apply  to 
that  propofed  by  his  opponents  ? 
te  They  propofe  to  add  refs  the 
Prince  of  Wales  ;  to  become  king  ? 
No  ;  to  become  regent.  What  is  a 
regent  ?  Do  they  know  ?  Does 
the  law  know  ?  Does  the  condi- 
tution  point  out  ?  But  fuppofe  the 
office  were  intelligible,  and  his 
rights  and  duties  defined,  what 
would  be  the  regent’s  firft  a d  ? 
To  authorize  the  individual  hold¬ 
ing  the  great  feal  to  affix  it  to 
fome  commiffion,  authorizing  ei¬ 
ther  the  regent  or  commiffioners 
appointed  by  the  regent,  to  open 
the  parliament.  But  if  it  be  an 
ad  of  legidation  in  us  to  autho¬ 
rize  the  keeper  of  the  feal  to  put 
that  feal  to  a  bill,  would  it  not 
equally  be  an  ad  of  legiflation  by 
an  addrefs  to  authorize  another  in¬ 
dividual  to  command  the  great 
feal  to  be  fo  put  ?  The  things 
are  precifely  and  eilentially  the 
fame,  the  authority  of  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  would  be 
equally  operative  in  both  cafes, 
and  the  only  quedion  was,  which 
courfe  upon  the  whole  was  more 
expedient,  as  well  as  more  con- 
fiftent  with  conditutional  principle 
and  parliamentary  pradice.  The 
meafure  propofed  by  the  gentlemen 
oppofite  is  to  transfer  the  whole 
regal  authority  by  a  fingle  vote. 
Am  I  to  underftand  that  the  pro- 
pofers  of  the  addrefs  would  do  this 
without  limit,  qualification,  or 
referve  ?  or  that  it  is  intended 
in  this  mode  of  legi  Hating  to  fpe- 
cify  any  limit  in  the  body  of  the 


addrefs*  Are  we  to  make  a  re¬ 
gent  without  providing  means  by 
which  his  Majedy  on  his  recovery 
might  be  enabled  to  refume  the 
royal  authority  ?  Are  we  to  leave 
him  on  thofe  points  folely  to  hi® 
advifers  who  may  rr.iflead  him  ?  for 
regents  may  be  milled  as  well  as 
kings.  I  fhall  not  furely  be  un¬ 
derstood  to  mean  any  thing  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  utmod  poffible  re- 
fped  for  the  charader  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  If  it  were  a 
queftion  which  related  to  his  royal 
highnefs’s  charader,  I  would  fay, 
let  thofe  gentlemen  appreciate  that 
charader  as  highly  as  it  deferves 
to  be  appreciated  ;  let  them  exalt 
it  as  highly  as  their  imaginations 
will  permit  them  ;  the  higher  they 
raife  it,  the  more  cautious  ought 
we  to  be  not  to  edablifh  a  prece¬ 
dent  of  power  devolving  into  the 
hands  of  an  officer,  not  from  a  con- 
fideration  of  the  difficulties  which 
would  attend  a  juft  limitation  of 
that  power,  but  from  the  merits  of 
the  individual  on  whom  it  is  con¬ 
ferred.  In  proportion  as  thofe 
merits  are  diltinguifhed  ought 
we  to  be  cautious  in  our  proceed¬ 
ings,  left  we  legiflate  beneficially 
perhaps  for  the  prefent  age,  but, 
for  what  we  know,  injurioufly  for 
future  ages.” 

The  firft  refolution  was  of  courfe 
carried  without  debate  or  oppo- 
fition.  The  fecond  was  then 
moved,  when  Sir  F  ancis  Burdett 
rofe  and  objeded,  that  in  dyling 
the  prefent  parliament  as  confiding 
of  lords  and  commons,  lawfully, 
fully,  and  freely  reprefenting  all 
the  edates  of  the  people  of  this 
realm,  the  refolution  dated  what 
was  not  the  fad.  To  the  third 
refolution  he  alfo  objeded  entirely, 
as  he  conlidercd  it  contrary  to  the 

fundamental 
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fundamental  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  Why  not  at  once  place 
the  power  there  where  by  legal 
courfe  it  would  in  due  time  go  ? 
Could  any  thing  be  more  likely  to 
cramp  and  paralyfe  all  the  ener¬ 
gies  of  the  country  than  an  execu¬ 
tive  in  fuch  a  ftate  ?  The  whole 
proceeding  mull  bear  to  the  people 
the  appearance  of  a  fraud  and  (ham. 
The  minifter  was  making  a  king 
to  put  in  his  own  pocket,  and  his 
conduft  for  the  laft  three  months 
would  lead  to  the  conclufton,  that 
the  higheft  office  in  the  ftate  might 
as  well  as  many  others  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
lider  and  report  on  the  number  of  , 
fmecures.  Such  was  not,  however, 
his  (Sir  Francis’s)  opinion  of  the 
ufe  and  dignity  of  that  office. 
The  king  fhould  be  a  great  and 
efficient  magiftrate. 

The  refolution  paffed  with  the 
Angle  diffentient  voice  of  the  hon. 
baronet.  When  the  third  was 
read, 

Mr.  Ponfonby  expreffed  his  de¬ 
cided  oppofition  to  it.  The  mode 
propofed,  he  fa  id,  was  to  fupply 
the  mental  incapacity  which  exift- 
ed  by  a  bill,  an  aft  which  implied 
the  affient  and  confent  of  the  three 
branches  of  the  legillature,  and  of 
that  very  branch  whofe  incapa¬ 
city  rendered  it  neceffary,  and  on 
which  incapacity  it  refted  as  the 
ground  for  its  neceffity.  It  was 
an  aft  of  the  two  houfes,  directing 
by  their  authority  the  royal  aflent 
to  be  given  to  that  public  inftru- 
ment,  by  which  the  king  was  de¬ 
clared  incapable  of  the  exercife  of 
regal  authority  !  The  law  de¬ 
clared  there  were  but  two  modes 
ot  giving  the  royal  aflent,  either 
by  the  prefence  of  the  king,  or 
by  letters  patent,  with  the  flgn 
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manual  attached  ;  and  it  was  un¬ 
fortunately  well  known,  that  the 
king  was  incapable  of  either  of 
thefe  methods.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  indeed,  had  aflerted 
the  right  of  the  two  houfes  to 
have  the  command  of  the  great 
feal.  The  great  feal,  however, 
indifputably  belonged  to  the  king, 
and  the  houles  could  not  make  it 
aft  without  ufurping  an  authority 
which  they  did  r.ot  poflefs.  With 
refpeft  to  the  difficulties  attending 
the  mode  of  proceeding  by  ad- 
drefs,  he  denied  that  they  would 
thus  be  precluded  from  affigning 
any  neceflary  reftriftions  to  the 
exercife  of  the  royal  authority. 
It  was  juft  as  poffible  to  adjuft  the 
limitations  afterwards,  when,  by 
the  revival  of  the  royal  funftions, 
the  parliament  was  complete,  as 
it  could  be  by  the  defeftive  and 
unconftitutional  aft  recommended 
by  the  minifter.  For  inftance,  if 
they  vviihed  to  fecure  the  cuftody 
of  the  king’s  perfon  to  the  queen, 
was  it  to  be  imagined  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  would  refufe  his 
concurrence  to  fuch  an  arrange¬ 
ment,  even  after,  by  the  addrefs 
of  the  houfe,  he  had  been  invefted 
with  the  office  and  authority  of 
regent  ?  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  himfeif  could  not  enter¬ 
tain  fo  monftrous  an  idea.  With  re¬ 
fpeft  to  the  reftriftions  announced 
in  his  fpeech,  he  (Mr.  Ponfonby) 
Ihould  not  then  difeufs  them, 
though  he  confefled  that  under  the 
prefent  arduous  and  critical  cir- 
cumftances  of  public  affairs,  he 
(hould  think  any  confiderable  limi¬ 
tations  highly  inexpedient.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  as  an  amend¬ 
ment,  an  addrefs  to  the  prince, 
requefting  that  he  would  affume 
and  exercife  the  fovereivn  autho- 
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rity  of  thefe  realms  during  the 
king’s  indifpofition,  and  no  longer, 
under  the  title  of  regent  of  the 
united  kingdom. 

Mr.  Canning  obferved,  that  to 
object  to  either  of  the  modes  pro- 
pofed  its  own  politive  difficulties 
and  embaraffments  was  only  in 
other  words  to  fay,  that  we  were 
in  a  date  of  great  embaraffment 
and  difficulty.  Mr.  Ponfonby  had 
acutely  and  eloquently  difplayed 
the  abfurdity,  as  he  conceived  it 
to  be,  of  doing  on  the  king’s  be¬ 
half  an  a  ft,  implying  the  king’s 
perfonal  will,  for  the  purpofe  of 
declaring  and  remedying  the  ex- 
tinddon  of  that  will  by  the  king’s 
perfonal  incapacity.  The  fault  of 
the  argument  was  not  that  it  was 
not  applicable  to  the  cafe,  but  that 
it  was  in  fad  the  whole  of  the 
cafe.  To  Hate  that  the  king  was 
perfonally  incapable,  and  that  ads, 
neverthelefs,  muft  be  done  in  his 
name,  was  to  date  nothing  more 
nor  lefs  than  the  fad.  The  diffi¬ 
culty  was  obvious  ;  to  defcribe  its 
contradidions  was  eafy  ;  to  find  a 
folution  of  it  that  (houid  not  be 
liable  to  the  charge  of  contradic¬ 
tion  was  perhaps  impoffible  ;  to 
find  that  which  has  with  as  little 
contradidion  as  any  other,  lefs  of 
pradical  mifchief  or  danger,  was 
the  talk  they  were  that  day  af- 
fembled  to  perform.  Under  thefe 
circumftances,  he  thought,  they 
could  not  do  better  than  to  take 
their  Hand  upon  the  precedent 
of  1788.  Thofe  of  the  Reitera¬ 
tion  and  Revolution  had  been  in¬ 
filled  upon,  but  it  was  not  difficult 
to  Ihew  how  utterly  different  were 
the  circumftances  under  which  our 
ancestors  were  then  ading.  We 
have  now  no  rights  to  adjudicate, 
no  violation  to  repair,  no  monarch 


to  reinftate  in  his  fovereignty,  as 
in  the  former  of  thefe  cafes,  nor 
had  we  at  the  revolution  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  care  and  the  cuftody 
of  the  king,  to  enfure  his  return 
to  the  government,  or  to  ered  a 
temporary  authority  during  an 
accidental  defed  of  the  royal  com¬ 
petence.  He  would,  therefore,  ad 
upon  the  principle  of  the  only 
precedent  in  point,  and  in  fo  much 
Ihould  agree  with  the  refolution 
propofed.  With  refped  to  the 
reftridions  fuggefted  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  he  muft 
ftate,  that  with  the  exception  of 
the  proviiions  for  the  care  of  the 
king’s  perfon,  and  his  refumption 
of  the  royal  authority,  he  doubted 
the  expediency  at  the  prelen t  mo¬ 
ment  of  impoling  any  limitation 
to  the  exercife  of  the  powers  of 
the  crown. 

Lord  Temple  fupported  the  re¬ 
folution.  Mr.  Adam  and  Sir 
Samuel  Romilly  oppofed  it.  The 
attorney  and  folicitor  general  con¬ 
tended,  that  no  other  than  the 
propofed  meafure  could  be  adopted 
confidently  with  the  law  of  the 
land  ;  and  alked,  in  cafe  the  regent 
Ihould  be  appointed  at  once  by 
addrefs,  in  wffiat  book  of  the  com¬ 
mon  law  the  judges  were  to  look 
for  the  defeription  of  this  officer 
and  his  capacity  ? 

Mr.  Horner  replied,  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  nature  of  the  office,  nor 
the  defeription  of  his  authority 
and  functions  belonged  to  the  com¬ 
mon  law  of  the  ordinary  courts  of 
juftice;  they  were  to  be  fought 
where  they  would  moft  diftinffily 
be  found,  in  the  law  and  cuftom  of 
parliament.  It  was  too  much  the 
practice,  both  of  the  right  hon. 
and  the  learned  gentlemen  on  the 
treafury  bench,  to  make  reference  to 
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the  common  law,  and  to  the  learn¬ 
ing  of  the  courts  below,  upon  fub- 
jefts  which  lay  altogether  within 
the  compafs  of  the  law  of  parlia¬ 
ment  :  a  law  not  known  at  all  to 
the  profeffors  of  the  common  law 
in  that  capacity  ;  of  which  the 
fources  were  coeval  in  antiquity 
with  the  common  law,  and  necef- 
farily  anterior  to  the  datutes  ; 
which  was  to  be  collected  only 
from  the  rolls  and  journals  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  and  the  fupreme  authority 
of  which,  within  its  proper  fphere, 
had  been  fubmitted  to  with  reve¬ 
rence  by  the  mod  ancient  as  well 
as  by  all  modern  judges,  and  had 
been  appealed  to  by  the  bed 
friends  of  liberty  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  in  all  former  times. 
The  office  of  regent  was  known 
in  all  times  to  the  conditution  and 
praftice  of  parliament ;  and  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  that  if  the 
Prince  of  Wales  (hould  take  the 
dyle  and  authority  of  regent,  in 
purfuance  of  an  addrefs  of  the  two 
houfes,  the  courts  of  law  would  be 
bound  to  recognife  his  authority 
as  of  that  of  the  crown,  Mr. 
Horner  then  entered  upon  a  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  precedents  that  had 
been  adduced.  Thofe  of  the  mi¬ 
nority,  and  of  the  illnefs  of  Henry 
VI.  he  contended  were  not  in 
point,  inafmueh  as  the  crown  in 
both  cafes  was  already  fully  repre¬ 
fen  ted  in  its  legiflative  capacity, 
in  the  former  inftance  by  the  Duke 
of  Glouceder,  in  the  latter  by  the 
Duke  of  York.  The  cafe  of  the 
Revolution  he  thought  decifive. 
It  was  true  the  convention  of  that 
day  had  a  greater  deleft  to  fupply 
than  was  at  prefe'nt  to  be  provided 
for  ;  but  the  principle  which  au- 
thorifed  an  extraordinary  inter- 
pofition  of  the  dates  of  the  realm 


was,  in  both  cafes,  precifely  the 
fame ;  the  neceffity  was  of  the 
fame  kind  ;  and  the  proceeding 
mud  bear  the  fame  charafter.  The 
great  datefmen  and  lawyers  that 
accompliihed  the  Revolution  were 
incapable  of  fuch  fiftious  and  uru 
found  refinements  as  compofed  the 
procedings  of  1788;  they  went 
draight  forward  to  their  object, 
guided  by  thofe  analogies  of  the 
conditution,  which  preferve  the 
fpirit  of  its  rules  in  the  excep¬ 
tions  that  feemed  mod  wide  of 
them.  The  refolutions  before 
them,  grounded  upon  the  precedent 
of  thofe  proceedings,  were  con¬ 
demned  by  the  effential  fird  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  monarchy.  It  was  a 
propofal  to  break  down  and  con  • 
found  all  the  boundaries  of  legif¬ 
lative  authority  as  dldributed 
among  the  three  independent 
branches  of  parliament ;  a  contriv¬ 
ance,  the  purpofe  of  which,  though 
denied,  was  palpable  ;  a  fiftiop, 
which  could  only  be  executed  by  a 
parliamentary  falfehood  and  fraud, 
which  mud  be  attended  with  in¬ 
definite  delay,  and  would  involve 
their  proceedings  in  a  maze  of 
complex  and  inconfident  forms. 
They  had  to  chufe  between  this, 
and  the  explicit,  plain,  prompt 
courfe  adopted,  at  the  Revolution, 
by  the  bed  of  our  ancedors,  at  the 
bed  era  of  our  hidory,  a  precedent 
formed  by  datefmen  of  much  ex¬ 
perience  and  large  views,  and  by 
lawyers  who,  with  all  the  learning 
of  their  profeffion,  were  found  no 
unequal  affociates  to  fuch  datef- 
raen. 

Mr.  Cruder  complimented  Mr, 
Horner,  not  lefs  upon  the  inge- 
nuity-he  had  difplayed  in  the  to¬ 
pics  he  had  chofen,  than  his  pru¬ 
dence  in  wholly  avoiding  thofe 
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that  confti tuted  the  chief  difficul 
ties  of  the  cafe.  On  one  fide  all 
was  reprefented  as  error  and  intri¬ 
cacy  ;  but  no  doubt,  no  hefitation 
ever  had  been  expreffed  as  to  the 
regularity  of  the  proceeding  re¬ 
commended  by  the  other.  He  had 
infilled  much  on  the  irregularity 
of  the  houfes  of  parliament  direct¬ 
ing  the  chancellor  to  affix:  the  great 
feal  to  patents  and  commiffions  ; 
but  this  was  not  what  he  fliould 
have  contented  himfelf  with  prov¬ 
ing  ;  becaufe  the  irregularity, 
though  it  was  defended  on  the 
fcOre  of  neceffity,  had  never  been 
denied.  That  which  he  fhould 
have  proved,  and  which  he  had 
not  even  attempted  to  prove  was, 
that  the  courfe  propofed  by  his 
friends  would  get  rid  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty ;  that  while  it  was  abfurd 
and  unconflitutional  to  dired  the 
chancellor  to  affix  the  feal,  it  was 
tight,  legal,  and  orderly  to  direct 
an  agent  to  dired  him  to  do  fo, 
and  that  a  chain  of  abfurdity  could 
be  made  good  fenfe  by  adding 
another  link  to  it.  The  cafe  of 
the  Revolution  had  not  been  dated 
fairly  ;  there  were  then  three  ad- 
dreffes  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  the  laft  requefled  him  to  af- 
cend  the  throne.  But  were  there 
no  preliminary  Heps  to  that  ad- 
drefs  ?  When  the  parliament  met 
had  they  then  at  once  addreffed 
the  prince  to  become  king,  the  ana¬ 
logy  of  the  precedent  might  be  ad¬ 
mitted.  But  no  fuch  thing  did 
they  ;  they  addreffed  him  merely 
to  continue  for  fome  time  longer 
to  adminifter  the  public  affairs, 
and  in  the  meanwhile  they  weighed 
and  debated  the  date  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  framed  the  celebrated 
paper,  called  The  Declaration  of 
Rights,  which  included,  among 


other  claufes,  one  conferring  the 
crown  upon  the  Prince  and  Pritu 
cefs  of  Orange.  When  this  de¬ 
claration  had  paffed  both  houfes  it 
was  prefented  to  the  prince  and 
princefs,  with  an  addrefs,  that 
they  fhould  accept  the  crown  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  providons.  The  ad¬ 
drefs  did  not  confer  the  crown  : 
it  was  the  declaration  that  did  fo ; 
that  folemn  ad  of  the  parliament 
which  the  addrefs  only  accompa¬ 
nied  as  a  form  of  duty  and  refped. 

Mr.  Whitbread  affirmed,  that 
the  mcafure  brought  the  regent 
completely  under  their  fubjedion. 
Could  they  not  annihilate  him 
when  they  pleafed  ?  They  made 
him  with  the  great  feal,  and  with 
the  great  feal  they  could  deprive 
him  of  his  authority.  He  had  no 
fecurity.  Parliament  had  fix  weeks 
for  confideration,  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  fedion,  whether  he 
was  again  to  be  continued  with 
the  powers  with  which  he  had 
been  invefted.  Whether  or  no  the 
conftitution  could  go  on  in  this 
way  was  a  quellion  of  raoft  ferious 
confideration.  It  might  accident¬ 
ally  turn  out  well,  but  we  were 
taking  a  leap  in  the  dark.  If  it 
walked  this  courfe  for  weeks  and 
months,  why  might  it  not  walk 
on  fo  for  ever  ? 

Lord  Caftlereagh  finifhed  the 
debate  by  a  fpeech  in  favour  of 
the  refolution,  which  was  carried, 
on  a  divifion,  by  269  to  157. 

On  the  following  evening,  when 
the  report  of  the  committee  was 
brought  up.  Lord  William  Ruffel 
moved  the  previous  queftion  upon 
the  refolutions.  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett  again  objeded  to  the  word¬ 
ing  of  the  fecond  refolution.  Mr. 
William  Lamb  and  Mr.  Stephen 
followed  on  the  oppofite  fides  of 
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the  queftion.  Mr.  Williams  Wynne 
faid,  it  was  as  abfurd  to  think  of 
providing  for  giving  the  affent  of 
the  king,  whom  they  had  already 
declared  incapable  to  the  hill,  as 
it  would  have  been  to  have  pro¬ 
vided  for  giving  the  affent  of 
James  II.  to  his  own  abdication. 
Mr.  Wilberforce  and  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phen  fupported  the  meafures  pro- 
pofed  by  minifters.  Mr.  Grattan 
and  Lord  Porchefter  oppofed  them. 

Mr.  Elliot,  in  reference  to  the 
precedents  which  had  been  adduced 
from  the  earlieft  periods  of  our 
hiftory,  faid,  he  could  not 
bring  himfelf  to  lay  much  ftrefs 
upon  the  tranfa&ions  of  times  fo 
obfcure  and  variable,  fo  polluted 
by  civil  intrigues  and  diffenfions. 
The  light  they  afforded  was  but 
feeble  and  precarious.  There  was 
another,  however,  which  burned 
with  a  clear  and  Heady  flame  to 
guide  them  through  the  difficulties 
of  the  fubjeft  ;  he  meant,  the  ge¬ 
neral  analogy  and  genuine  fpirit  of 
the  conftitution,  The  mode  pro- 
pofed  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Ponfonby,)  had,  in  1688, 
proved  adequate  to  the  eftabiifh- 
ment  of  the  throne,  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  rights  and  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people  ;  why,  then, 
lhould  it  not  be  equally  efficacious 
in  the  prefent  inftance.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  had  talked 
of  the  commands  ol  the  two  houfes 
being:  laid  on  the  lord  chancel- 
lor  ;  but  was  it  clear  they  had 
power  to  enforce  them  ?  Suppofe 
the  prefent  or  any  future  chan¬ 
cellor  fhould  refufe  to  affix  the 
feal  as  required,  what  could  be 
advifed  or  done  in  fuch  a  cafe  ? 
The  tendency  of  thefe  meafures 
was  wholly  to  overthrow  all  the 
fdutary  balances  of  the  ftate.  The 
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hiftory  of  the  country  afforded 
examples  of  very  encroaching  par¬ 
liaments.  Future  times  might 
furnifh  more  fuch  inftances  ;  and  if 
during  the  fufpenflon  of  the  facul¬ 
ties  of  the  crown,  the  two  houfes 
affumed  an  unmodified  right  to 
eled  a  regent,  and  an  unqualified 
power  of  limiting  his  authority, 
they  might  fo  cripple  his  functions 
as  to  render  him  incapable  of  de¬ 
fending  the  juft  prerogatives  of  the 
crown  againft  the  fubfequent  in- 
vaftons  of  an  afpiring  parliament, 
and  an  infirm  fovereign  might 
awake  from  his  trance,  to  witnefs 
only  the  mutilated  and  mouldering 
remains  of  his  throne. 

Mr.  Perceval  replied,  with  his 
accuftomed  acutenefs,  to  the  rea- 
foning  and  the  declamation  which 
had  been  employed  againft  his 
meafures.  Speaking  of  the  delay 
that  had  occurred,  he  faid,  u  I  am 
deeply  convinced,  that  I  ftand  in 
a  fituation  of  as  deep  refponfibility 
as  ever  a  minifter  flood  in  ;  it  ss 
a  double  refponfibility,  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  to  the  king  my  matter.  I 
feel  that  to  be  our  fituation,  and 
parliament  muft  have  felt  it  too, 
in  fufFering  the  delays  that  have 
taken  place.  Gentlemen  oppofite 
may  put  what  conftruflion  they 
pleafe  on  what  I  am  about  to  fay  ; 
but  I  do  contend  boldly,  before 
the  face  of  parliament  and  my 
country,  that,  if  under  the  cir- 
cumftances  I  have  defcribed,  any 
meafure  in  any  of  the  public  de¬ 
partments  required  thefign  manual, 
the  officer  at  the  head  of  that  de¬ 
partment  would  aft  inoft  culpably 
if  he  did  not  iffue  the  neceffary 
orders  to  his  inferior  upon  his  re¬ 
fponfibility.  We  feel — we  admit 
all  the  inconveniences  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things;  but  conftdcring  the 
ues,  [T]  dura- 
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duration  to  be  fhort,  are  they  in  a 
degree  to  be  compared  to  the  incon¬ 
venience  of  appointing  another  pef- 
fon  to  execute  the  fundions  of  the 
fovereign,  unlefs  the  neceflity  of 
the  cafe  abfolutely  require  it*  I 
again  fay,  that  minifters  feel 
deeply  the  heavy  refponfibility  of 
their  fituation.  They  know,  that 
their  conduct  will  necetTarily  be 
examined  and  fcrutinized  by  parlia¬ 
ment ;  they  know,  that  they  may 
have  to  requeft  juftice  from  par¬ 
liament  for  their  condud,  at  a 
time  when  thofe  who  are  now  cen- 
furing  it  with  fo  much  acrimony, 
may  poflefs  a  greater  fway  than 
they  do  at  prefent.  Is  fuch  a  fttua- 
tion,  then,  a  delirable  one  ?  Is  it 
an  objed  of  ambition  ?  Is  it  pof- 
fible  that  any  man,  or  any  fet  of 
men,  can  covet  fuch  a  fituation,  or 
wlfii  to  retain  it,  except  from  the 
imperious  fenfe  of  the  duty  which 
they  owe  to  their  fovereign  and 
their  country  ?  That  duty  I  will 
perform  to  the  bell  of  my  humble 
abilities,  and  cheerfully  fubmit  my 
condud  to  the  juftice  of  parlia¬ 
ment  and  my  country. ” 

u  It  has  been  alked,  whether,  if 
under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
the  evacuation  of  Portugal  were 
deemed  neceffary,  any  order  could 
be  fent  out  to  Lord  Wellington  for 
that  purpofe  ?  And  do  gentlemen 
really  believe,  that  any  difficulty 
exifts  upon  fuch  a  fubjed  ?  Do 
they  really  believe,  that  Lord 
Wellington  would  refufe  to  obey 
an  order  tranfmitted  to  him  by  his 
Majefty's  fecretary  of  date  for  that 
purpofe,  merely  becaufe  he  had 
heard  of  the  king’s  indifpofition  ? 
Undoubtedly  they  do  not :  the 
cafe  they  have  put  is  then  an 
imaginary  one.  Sir,  in  the  office 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  hold. 


money  muft  be  taken  out  of  the 
exchequer  for  public  fervice  ;  it  is 
the  bounden  duty  of  minifters  to 
fee  that  fervice  performed  ;  and  do 
the  gentlemen  oppoftte  think  I 
would  hefitate  to  draw  the  money 
for  that  purpofe  ?  [a  loud  cry  of 
hear,  hear  !  from  the  oppofition.J 
Sir,  I  am  unable  to  account  for 
the  diftindion  which  the  gentle¬ 
men  oppoftte  appear  to  make  be¬ 
tween  the  two  cafes.  When  I  faid, 
that  minifters  would  not  hefitate 
to  give  orders  for  the  evacuation 
of  Portugal,  if  it  were  deemed  ne- 
ceilary,  they  feemed,  by  their 
ftlence  at  leaft,  to  acquiefce  in 
what  I  faid  ;  but  when  I  fpoke  of 
applying  the  money  voted  for  the 
public  fervice,  they  affed  great 
aftonifhment,  as  if  the  principle 
of  the  two  cafes  were  not  the 
fame.  Sir,  I  repeat,  that  I  fhould 
ad  under  great  refponfibility,  but 
do  gentlemen  think  that  where 
money  has  been  voted  by  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  ordered  by  parliament 
to  be  applied  to  a  particular  fer¬ 
vice,  that  1  would  hefttate  to  have 
that  public  fervice  performed  for 
fear  of  the  refponfibility  that  would 
attach  to  me  ?  Do  they  think 
that  I  would  endanger  the  beft  in- 
terefts  of  the  country  from  any 
eonfideration  of  perfonal  danger  to 
myfelf  ?  Do  they  think  that  I 
would  rifk  a  mutiny  in  the  army 
or  navy  rather  than  take  upon  me 
the  refponfibility  of  iffuing  their 
pay  ?  No,  fir,  if  I  could  be 
guilty  of  fuch  condud  I  (hould  be 
unfit,  indeed,  for  the  fituation 
which  I  hold  ;  1  fhould  be  guilty 
of  a  bafe  derelidion  of  my  duty  to 
my  fovereign  and  my  country.” 

Mr.  Whitbread  animadverted 
iq  ftrong  terms,  upon  what  he 
called  the  boldneis  and  arro¬ 
gance 
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gance  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  Mr.  Adam  too  con¬ 
tended,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  cenfurable  than  this  readi- 
nefs  to  incur  a  profpedlive  ref- 
ponfibility.  The  true  genius  of 
the  conftitution,  he  faid,  would 
fan&ion  indemnity  for  an  acci¬ 
dental  violation  of  the  law,  juf- 
tified  by  neceflity  ;  but  it  would 
never  fandlion  indemnity  for  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  law  which  no  neceflity 
could  juftify.  The  motive  and 
principle  of  Mr.  Perceval’s  con- 
duift  was,  however,  not  the  lefs 
juftly  appreciated  by  the  houfe  and 
the  nation. 

The  previous  queftion  was  ne¬ 
gatived  by  98  to  15,  and  the  re¬ 
solutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  27th  the  refolutions  were 
brought  before  the  peers  by  Lord 
Liverpool.  Earl  Grey  was  ab- 
fent  through  indifpofition,  and  Lord 
Holland  took  the  lead  in  oppoflng 
the  adoption  of  them.  He  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  fecond  refolution,  be- 
caufe  he  thought  it  always  danger¬ 
ous  to  debate  abftraft  queftions, 
for  the  introduction  of  which  there 
is  no  neceflity.  Some  perfons 
thought  the  heir  apparent  had  a 
right  to  the  regency ;  fome  thought 
the  right  to  appoint  the  regent 
was  veiled  in  parliament ;  while 
others  aflferted,  that  it  reverted  to 
the  people  at  large.  All  men, 
however,  knew  there  could  be  but 
one  regent,  and  the  univerfal  wilh 
was,  that  the  royal  authority 
Ihould  be  conferred  on  the  heir 
apparent.  He  moved,  therefore, 
<the  previous  queftion  on  this  re¬ 
folution,  but  the  motion  was  ne¬ 
gatived  without  a  divilion.  With 
xefpeCt  to  the  third  refolution  he 
contended,  that  even  admitting 
that  the  fame  objections  exifted 


againft  proceeding  tpy  atjdrefs,  as 
by  bill,  it  ftill  became  their  duty 
to  take  the  courfe  moll  refpeCtful 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  and  of  all 
modes,  he  pronounced,  that  by  bill 
to  be  the  moft  odious  and  difguft- 
ing  to  the  royal  perfonage.  Lord 
Holland  ended  by  moving  as  an 
amendment,  that  an  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  the  prince,  praying 
him  to  take  upon  himfelf  the 
government ;  but  communicating 
to  him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  lords,  it  would 
be  expedient  to  abftain  from  the 
exercife  of  all  fuch  powers  as  the 
immediate  exigencies  of  the  ftate 
did  not  call  into  aCtion,  till  par¬ 
liament  fhould  have  made  provilion 
for  the  future  care  of  his  Majefty’s 
perfon  during  his  indifpofition,  and 
fecuring  to  him,  whenever  it  fhould 
pleafe  divine  Providence  to  reftore 
his  health,  the  refumption  of  his 
authority. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  fpoke  in 
favour  of  the  amendment. 

The  Duke  of  Suflex,  in  a  fpeech 
of  much  ability,  vehemently  de¬ 
clared,  that  if  the  eftates  proceeded 
by  bill,  they  afiumed  to  legiflate 
without  the  intervention  of  the 
royal  authority,  and  thus  violated 
the  conftitution.  By  fo  proceed¬ 
ing  they  claimed  to  eleCt  the  per¬ 
fon  who  for  a  time  fhould  exercife 
the  magiftracy  of  royalty  ;  and  if 
it  were  admitted  that  they  pof- 
fefled  this  right,  it  might  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  refill  the  claim  at  a  future 
period  to  eleCt  a  perfon  who 
fhould  permanently  exercife  the 
royal  authority. 

The  Duke  of  York  alfo  denied 
the  authority,  the  validity  of  the 
principle,  by  which  the  two 
eftates  of  the  realm  could  fublti- 
tute  a  phantom  for  the  preferibed 

[T  2]  reality 
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reality,  and  affumo  to  themfelves 
a  power  of  eftablifh ing  an  ad;,  for 
which,  by  the  principles,  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  forms  of  the  confii- 
tution,  the  fandion  of  the  third 
eftate  ftill  exifting,  though  adually 
dormant,  is  ftill  required. 

Lord  Moira,  after  compliment¬ 
ing  the  two  illuftrious  dukes  upon 
the  fentiments  they  had  delivered, 
proceeded  to  animadvert  upon  the 
evil  confequences  of  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place  in  fupply- 
ing  the  deficiency  of  the  executive 
government.' 

Lord  Buckinghamfhire  for  him- 
felf  and  Lord  Sjdmouth,  who  was 
unavoidably  abfent  from  indifpo- 
fition,  fupported  the  refolutions, 
grounded  as  they  were  upon  the 
proceeding  of  1788,  which  had 
fubfequently  received  the  fan d ion 
of  his  Majefty  ’$  approbation. 

The  Marquefs  of  Lanfdowne 
admitted,  that  if  it  was  a  cafe  of 
extreme  neceffity,  they  would  be 
bound  to  agree  to  the  courfe  pro- 
pofed  ;  but  the  occafion  which 
called  for  their  interference,  though 
growing  out  of  a  qualified  necef¬ 
fity,  fell  greatly  fhort  of  that  ex¬ 
tremity  which  would  juftify  the 
ilates  of  the  realm  in  referring  to 
any  proceeding  ineonfiftent  with 
the  principles  of  the  conllitation, 
incompatible  with  the  pradice  of 
parliament,  and  fubverfive  ol  the 
eftabliihed  fyftem  of  the  monar¬ 
chy.  There  was-  not  a  fingle  in- 
ftance  to  be  found,  in  which  parlia¬ 
ment  had  a  fumed  a  power  over  the 
great  feal  :  that  feal  had  ever  been 
confidered  as  the  fymbol  of  the 
royal  authority,  the  exclufive  ap¬ 
pendage  to  the  perfonal  exercife  of 
the  fovereien  fund  ions.  Even  in 
the  moft  difturbed  times,  and  un¬ 
der  the  di  red  ion  of  the  mod  afpir- 
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ing  and  turbulent  fadions,  parlia¬ 
ment  had  never  ufurped  the  ufe  and 
authority  of  that  fandion  as  was 
now  propofed  to  be  done.  It  often 
happened,  that  during  the  recefs  of 
parliament,  the  crown  upon  any 
fudden  emergency  felt  it  neceffary 
to  overftep  the  conftitutional  limits 
of  its  power  ;  but  had  it  ever,  on 
any  occafion,  applied  the  great 
feal  to  fuch  ad  of  power,  or  at¬ 
tempted  to  give  thereby  the  va.* 
iidity  of  an  ad  of  parliament  to  a 
royal  proclamation  ?  There  was 
no  inftance  to  be  found  of  fuch  an 
abufe  ol  the  great  feal.  The 
manner  in  which  its  fandion  was 
attempted  to  be  gained  in  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  infiance,  reminded  him  of  an 
expedient  hit  upon  at  a  Wefimin- 
ffer  eledion,  by  a  body  of  men, 
certainly  not  fo  enlightened  as  his 
Majefty’s  minifier,  he  meant  the 
Irifli  chairman.  Thefe  people  find¬ 
ing  themfelves  fometimes  unplea- 
fantly  fituated  with  regard  to  the 
police  officers,  applied  to  one  of 
the  committees  of  their  favourite 
candidate,  to  know  if  there  could 
be  any  objedion  to  their  getting 
their  poles  painted  like  the  confta- 
bles’  fiaves,  conceiving  that  they 
would  then,  in  any  future  quarrel 
they  might  have  with  the  police, 
“  have  law  on  their  fide."  Thus 
the  noble  lord  appeared  to  think, 
that  by  the  artificial  covering 
which  he  propofed  to  tire  meafure 
in  agitation,  he  alfo  ftiould  “  have 
law  on  his  fide.’’ 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  he  was  ftill 
in  favour  of  proceeding  by  bill, 
but  he  particularly  wilhed  to 
guard  himfelf  againft  any  fuppo- 
fition,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
defend  the  condud  of  minifters. 
His  noble  friend,  Lord  Bucking¬ 
hamfhire,  had  termed  the  delays 

which 
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which  had  already  taken  place, 
meritorious.  Meritorious  !  at  a 
time  when  the  eyes  of  Europe, 
nay,  of  the  whole  civilized  world, 
were  fixed  on  England  !  At  a 
time  when  the  fate  of  thoufands 
might  hang  on  the  decifions  of  an 
hour  !  Protraction,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
meritorious  !  Why,  it  was  put¬ 
ting  to  hazard  the  beft  interefts  of 
the  country,  and  might  entail  ca¬ 
lamity  not  alone  upon  this  nation, 
but  upon  the  whole  human  race. 
Supporting,  then,  as  he  meant  to 
do,  their  proportion,  he  muft  ftill 
reprobate  and  condemn  the  accu¬ 
mulated  criminality  of  minifters  ; 
he  muft  exclaim  with  all  his  might 
againft  the  ufurpation  of  thofe  ar¬ 
rogant  men,  who  firft,  fince  the 
days  of  Cromwell,  had  the  auda¬ 
city  to  aflame  and  to  exercife  the 
functions  of  the  regal  authority. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  defended 
the  meafure  upon  legal  grounds, 
and  was  replied  to  by  Lord  Erf- 
kine  and  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale. 

Upon  a  divifton  the  amendment 
was  rejected  by  too  to  74,  and 
theoritrinal  motion  carried. 

O  a 

Upon  thefe  preliminary  refolu- 
tions  Mr.  Perceval  grounded  five 
^  others,  which  fhortly 

eC'  3°’  after  he  fubmitted  to 
the  houfe  of  commons.  By  the 
firft  of  thefe  it  was  declared,  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales  be  appointed 
regent,  to  ufe  and  execute  all  au¬ 
thorities,  prerogatives,  and  aCts  of 
government  belonging  to  the  king, 
1'ubjeCt  to  fuch  limitations  as  fhould 
be  provided.  The  doCtrine  of 
oppofition,  that  we  endanger  the 
royal  authority  and  the  conftitu- 
tion,  by  cramping  the  power  of  the 
megent,  Mr.  Perceval  faid,  would 
extend  to  reftriCtions  of  any  kind, 
qr  any  duration.  Yet  to  aCt  upon 
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fuch  a  principle  would,  in  fome 
inftances,  be  madnefs.  Suppofe  we 
were  to  provide  for  a  regency 
during  the  infancy  of  a  monarch  ; 
an  infancy  which  might  expire  in 
fix  weeks.  Would  any  man  think 
of  devolving  the  whole  authority 
of  the  crown,  with  the  power  of 
creating  peers,  and  granting  places 
and  penfions  for  life,  upon  the 
regent  for  fuch  a  period  as  that  ? 
We  had,  indeed,  no  certainty  that 
the  neceffity  for  the  bill  before 
them  would  expire  after  fo  fhort  a 
time,  but  neither  was  there  any 
ground  abfolutely  to  affume,  that 
the  neceffity  would  continue  lon¬ 
ger.  By  the  fecond  refolution  the 
regent  was,  for  a  limited  time,  to 
be  debarred  from  granting  any 
rank  or  dignity  of  the  peerage  to 
any  perfons,  except  fuch  as  might 
have  performed  fome  fignal  mili¬ 
tary  or  naval  achievement.  By 
the  third,  his  power  was  not  to 
extend  to  the  granting  any  office 
in  reverfion,  nor  of  any  office, 
falary,  or  premium,  for  any  other 
term  than  during  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure,  except  fuch  offices  as  are 
by  law  required  to  be  granted  for 
life,  or  during  good  behaviour. 
By  the  fourth,  fuch  parts  of  the 
king’s  private  property  as  were 
not  veiled  in  truftees  were  now  to 
be  fo  veiled  for  his  benefit  ;  and 
by  the  fifth,  the  care  of  the  king’s 
perfon  was  to  be  committed  to  the 
queen,  who  for  a  limited  time 
fhould  have  the  power  to  remove, 
nominate,  and  appoint  to  the  feve- 
ral  offices  in  the  king’s  houfehold, 
and  to  difpofe  and  order  all  mat, 
ters  relating  to  the  care  of  the 
king  ;  and  that  a  council  fhould 
be  appointed  to  advife  and  afiift 
her  Ma jelly  in  the  difcharge  of 
this  important  talk,  with  power  to 
|  7’  3  ]  examine' 


examine  upon  oath,  frorn  time  to 
time,  the  phyficians  and  others  at¬ 
tending  the  king’s  perfon. 

Mr.  Perceval  observed,  that  if 
no  power  whatever  over  the  houfe- 
hold  Ihould  be  veiled  in  the  queen, 
the  confequenee  would  be,  that  if 
his  Majefty  were  to  recover  in 
a  fortnight,  he  would  find  his 
houfehold  deranged,  and  his  whole 
domellic  eftablifhment  fubverted. 
“  If,”  faid  he,  “  there  is  any  part  of 
the  provifions  of  1788,  which  I 
am  more  particularly  anxious  to 
carry  into  effect  than  another,  it 
is  this.  It  would  be  moil  un¬ 
gracious  when  after  experiencing 
the<bleflings  of  his  Ma jelly’s  reign 
for  twenty-eight  years,  parlia¬ 
ment,  in  1788,  adopted  a  pro vi lion 
on  this  fubjeft,  firnilar  to  that 
which  I  now  propofe,  but  without 
limit,  a  provifion  to  which  they 
were  prompted  by  refpect  for  his 
Majelly’s  character,  and  tender- 
nefs  to  his  feelings ;  I  fay,  it 
would  be  moll  ungenerous  were  his 
Majelly  to  recover  at  a  Ihort 
period  from  the  prefent,  and  on  a 
comparifon  of  what  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  do  in  1788,  with  what 
had  been  done  in  1811,  to  be  led 
to  Conclude,*  that  the  laft  twenty 
years  of  his  life  had  diminifhed 
gather  than  increafed  the  attach¬ 
ment  of  his  fubjedls.” 

On  the  firlt  refolution  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Lambe  moved  the  omiffion 
of  the  words  relating  to  rellriflions. 

Mr.  Canning  thenfpoke  at  great 
length,  and  with  uncommon  abi¬ 
lity.  Adverting  to  the  authority 
which  was  afcribed  to  Mr.  Pitt’s 
ineafures  in  1788,  he  oblerved, 
that  the  point  on  which  that  au¬ 
thority  was  peculiarly  valuable, 
was  the  right  of  the  two  houfes 
to  provide  lor  the  exercife  of  the 


The  principles  upon 
which  that  right  was  affirmed  and 
exercifed,  if  true  at  all  were  true 
univerfally,  for  all  times  and  all 
occafions.  But  the  mode  in  which 
the  right  fo  aflerted  Ihould  be 
exercifed,  the  precife  provifions  to. 
be  framed  for  the  temporary  fub- 
llitution  of  the  executive  power, 
thefe  were  necefifarily  then,  as  they 
mull  be  now,  matters,  not  of  eter¬ 
nal  and  invariable  principle,  but 
of  prudence  and  expediency  ;  and 
the  authority  of  any  individual, 
with  regard  to  thefe,  could  only 
be  taken  with  reference  to  the  cir- 
cumllances  of  the  time  in  which 
he  had  to  act,  and  were  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  without  change  or  modifica¬ 
tion  to  other  times  and  other  cir- 
cumllances.  On  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
propofed  particular  limitations  he 
had,  therefore,  little  hefitation  in 
expreffing  his  diflent  from  them. 
We  were  compelled  by  neceffity 
to  delegate  the  exercife  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  authority  to  a  regent ;  but 
there  was  no  neceffity  for  making 
that  exercife  more  difficult  in  his 
hands  than  in  thofe  of  the  rightful 
polfelTor ;  for  impofing  new  diffi¬ 
culties  upon  this  arduous  office, 
diminifhing  the  means  of  its  effi-? 
ciency,  and  adding  to  the  irkfome- 
nefs  of  its  burthen.  He  was  not 
one  who  thought  the  crown  al¬ 
ready  too  powerful,  and  in  this 
he  believed  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  agreed  with  him,  and 
thinking  thus,  he  mull  in  confif- 
tency  contend,  that  whatever  por¬ 
tion  of  the  powers  of  the  crown 
Ihould  be  withheld  from  the  regent, 
would  be  fo  much  taken  away  from 
the  due  and  necelfary  functions  of  the 
monarchy.  “  Thinking  the  plan  of 
rellriClions  altogether  objection¬ 
able,  I  think,”  continued  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning, 
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mng,  fl  that  which  is  intended  as  a 
mitigation  and  improvement,  the 
moil  objedionable  part  of  it.  The 
achievements  of  military  heroifm 
are,  by  the  common  confent  of 
mankind,  fit  objects  of  the  higheft 
rewards.  But  the  manner  in  which 
I  wifti  fuch  rewards  to  be  con¬ 
ferred,  is  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
the  conftitution ;  in  the  fponta- 
neous  and  unfettered  exercife  of 
the  royal  prerogative.  The  fame 
objedlions  apply,  according  to 
their  kind  and  degree,  to  the  re- 
ftridion  upon  the  grant  of  places 
or  penfions  for  life,  The  fear  of 
any  oppofition  being  made  to  the 
king's  return  to  his  authority, 
mull  be  felt  even  by  thofe  that 
ufe  it  to  be  in  the  higheft  degree 
extravagant.  If  I  could  believe 
there  exifted  a  man  that  could 
harbour  fuch  an  idea,  I  would  only 
not  confent  to  give  him  power 
without  reftridions,  but  I  would 
not  confide  to  him  any  power  at 
iill.” 

Lord  Caftlereagh  fupported  the 
propofed  reftridions,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  thofe  refpeding  the 
houfehold,  not  from  any  miftruft 
of  the  meafures  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  or  of  his  probable  advifers, 
but  becaufe  as  a  reprefentative  of 
the  people  he  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  ad:  upon  principles  of 
perfonal  confidence.  The  fecurity 
which  he  was  bound  to  look  for 
was,  that  of  legal  enadment,  and 
in  the  difcharge  of  a  public  truft 
it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  re- 
cognize  any  other  as  adequate. 
If,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  they 
were  influenced  in  their  decifion 
by  the  perfonal  charader  of  the 
regent,  under  no  poflible  circum- 
fLances  could  parliament  limit  a 
regent’s  power,  without  a  re¬ 


corded  ftigma  upon  his  fame  and 
charader. 

Mr.  Leach  attempted,  at  con- 
fiderable  length,  to  fnew,  that  in 
no  cafe  of  Englifh  hiftory,  except 
the  precedent  of  1788,  had  it  ever 
been  thought  expedient  to  fufpend 
during  the  temporary  pofiefiion  of 
power  any  fundion  or  prerogative 
of  royalty. 

Upon  a  divifion,  Mr.  Lamb's 
amendment  was  rejeded  by  224, 
to  200.  The  fecond  refolution 
was  then  carried  by  226  to  210; 
and  the  third  by  233  to  214.  The 
fourth  refolution,  relative  to  the 
king's  property,  was  agreed  to 
without  a  divifion  ;  and  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  fifth,  refpeding 
the  houfehold  eftablifhment,  was 
poftponed. 

On  the  following  evening  it 
became  the  fubjed  of  a  particular 
difcuffion.  Mr.  Perceval,  as  be¬ 
fore,  dwelt  chiefly  upon  T 
the  confideration  of  his  ^ane  Io 
Majefty’s  feelings.  The  oppofl- 
tion  exprefled  their  diflatisfadion 
at  this  line  of  argument  by  fome 
murmurs ;  but  Mr.  Perceval  con¬ 
tended,  that  there  was  nothing 
diforderly  in  the  allufion,  and  that 
if  any  duty  was  binding  on  them, 
after  a  due  attention  to  the  public 
fervice,  it  was  the  duty  of  con- 
fulting  the  feelings  of  the  monarch, 
under  the  prefent  diftrefling  cir- 
cumftances.  The  objedion  that 
had  been  ftarted,  as  to  the  ex  pence 
of  two  eftablifhments  could  hardly 
have  much  weight.  The  addh- 
tional  coft  would  not  be  above 
15  or  16,000/.  and  this  only  for 
one  year. 

Earl  Gower  moved,  as  an 
amendment  upon  the  refolution, 
that  the  queen  fhould  Amply  have 
“  fuch  direction  of  the  king’s 
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houfehold,  as  might  be  fuitable  for 
the  care  of  his  Majefty’s  royal 
perfon,  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
royal  dignity. ”  It  was  not,  he 
faid,  only  the  unneceffary  expen¬ 
diture  attached  to  the  propofed 
meafure,  which  made  it  objection¬ 
able,  it  was  chiefly  the  danger  of 
forming  a  party  in  the  country, 
which  might  tend  to  weaken  and 
impede  the  powers  of  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Henry  Martin,  Mr.  john- 
ftone,  and  Lord  Milton,  fupported 
the  amendment.  Mr.  Stephen  and 
Mr.  Wilberforce  oppofed  it. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  thought  it 
unfair  to  afiume,  that  if  power  was 
given  to  the  regent  to  difcharge 
the  officers  of  the  houfehold,  he 
would  immediately  exercife  that 
pxnver  by  the  removal  of  all  the 
fervants  whom  he  found  placed 
about  his  Majefty.  As  to  the 
bare  poffibility  of  power  being 
abufed,  he  would  afk,  how  it  was 
to  be  prevented  ?  What  fecurity 
was  there  that  the  power  might 
not  be  equally  abufed  in  the  hands 
of  the  queen  ?  If  thehoufe  thought 
there  was  perfect  fecurity  for  the 
private  feelings  of  his  Majefty  on 
this  point,  by  relying  on  the  con¬ 
jugal  affe&ion  of  the  queen,  he 
would  alk,  was  there  no  fecurity 
in  the  filial  affeCtion  of  the  prince  ? 
It  was  not  to  do  juftice  to  his 
Majefty’s  paternal  regard  for  his 
people,  to  fuppofe  that  no  appoint¬ 
ments  or  changes  in  naval  or  mili¬ 
tary  commands,  in  diplomatic  or 
minifterial  changes,  on  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  which,  perhaps,  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  country  depended, 
would  fo  much  affedf  the  feelings 
of  his  Majefty  as  the  difmiflal  of 
fome  lords  of  the  bedchamber. 
With  refpeH  to  the  precedent  of 


1788,  he  was  not  difpofed  to  at¬ 
tach  a  greater  value  to  it  from  the 
authority  of  the  perfon  from  whom 
it  proceeded ;  he  was  no  idola¬ 
ter  of  the  memory  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  notwithftanding  his  undoubted 
great  talents  he  could  never  ac¬ 
knowledge  his  claim  to  be  con- 
fidered  a  great  man. 

Mr.  Canning  was  in  favour  of 
the  amendment,  as  allowing  fuffi- 
cient  time  for  deliberation  as  to 
the  precife  quantum  of  political 
power  that  ought  to  be  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  the  queen,  and  re* 
ferving  it  for  more  mature  difcuf- 
flon  and  future  decifton.  The 
chief  difficulty  of  giving  the 
power  of  removal  to  the  queen, 
was,  that  of  intruding  political 
power  in  hands  where  it  had  never 
been  formerly  lodged,  and  thus 
creating  an  anomaly  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  conftitution.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  regent,  for  his  own 
fake,  if  for  no  more  weighty  rea- 
fons,  unqueftionably  ought  not  to 
have  the  power  of  removing  or 
appointing  the  perfons  who  were 
to  furround  the  ftck  bed  of  the 
king.  He  faw  but  one  mode  of 
obviating  both  thefe  difficulties, 
namely,  that  of  feleHing  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  offices,  the  holders  of 
which  were  called  on  more  imme¬ 
diately  to  attend  the  king’s  per¬ 
fon,  and  fixing  them  immutably 
by  law  during  the  continuance  of 
the  king’s  indifpofttion.  The  ex¬ 
pence  of  this  eftablifhment  would 
be  comparatively  nothing.  The 
great  offices  which  are  merely  of 
pomp  and  ihow  would  remain  to 
the  regent.  The  fplendour  of  the 
throne  as  fuch  ought  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  royal  dignity,  and  be 
attached  to  the  perfon  charged 
with  the  executive  power.  He 

fhould 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


fhould  think  it  infinitely  more  de¬ 
finable  that  the  regent  fhould  ex¬ 
hibit  himfielfi  to  the  country  clothed 
as  far  as  poflible  in  the  infignia  of 
his  father’s  authority,  than  with 
any  new  and  feparate  eftablifhment, 
created  for  his  new  fituation,  and 
to  pafis  away  along  with  it.  But 
he  had  alfio  a  conftitutional  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  propofal.  He  was  far 
from  thinking;  that  the  executive 
power  was  in  a  ftate  in  which  it 
could  admit  of  being  diminifhed  ; 
but  if  it  could  afford  to  lofie  the 
political  influence  now  propofed  to 
be  transferred  from  it  ;  if  this  por¬ 
tion  of  the  power  of  the  executive 
was  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  abeyance, 
then  it  ought  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
abeyance  entirely.  The  right  of 
appointing  fiuch  offices  fhould  not 
remain  in  an  authority  co-ordi¬ 
nate  with  the  regent.  If  the  in¬ 
fluence  belonging  to  fiuch  appoint¬ 
ments  does  not  go  with  the  exe¬ 
cutive  authority,  it  ought  to  be 
provided,  at  leaft,  that  it  fhould 
not  go  againft  it.  With  refpeCt 
to  the  purpofe  which  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  had  an¬ 
nounced,  of  reviling  his  plan  at 
the  expiration  of  a  certain  period, 
Mr.  Canning  could  not  but  feel 
there  was  fomething  not  only  not 
foothing,  but  revolting  in  the 
idea  of  holding  out  to  the  coun¬ 
try  two  ftages  of  proceeding  ;  one 
as  the  period  of  hope,  the  other  as 
that  of  dcfpair.  It  was  not  the 
lapfe  of  a  year  that  could  induce 
him  to  legiflate  for  the  indifpofition 
of  the  king  as  it  were  for  his  death. 

Mr.  Perceval,  in  reply,  faid  he 
fhould  not  conceal  the  very  great 
anxiety  which  he  felt  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  refolution,  becaufe  in 
the  event  of  the  amendment  being 
agreed  to,  he  could  clearly  antici¬ 
pate  from  it  the  effed;  it  might 
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have  on  the  mind  of  his  Majefty, 
when  he  fhould  become  convalef- 
cent,  one  of  the  moft  ferious  cala¬ 
mities  that  could  befal  the  country 
— a  relapfe  into  his  prefent  un¬ 
fortunate  difeafe.  He  did  not 
with  to  have  two  periods  for  the 
houfe  to  look  for,  one  of  hope,  and 
one  of  defpaxr.  In  fubmitting 
his  propofitions  to  the  committee 
he  had  expreffed  a  hope,  that  the 
king  might  fhortly  recover,  and 
it  was  with  that  expectation  that 
he  wifhed  to  limit  a  period  within 
which  no  alteration  in  the  efta¬ 
blifhment  might  take  place,  being 
aware  that  his  Majefty’s  feelings 
would  be  different  if  his  recovery 
Ihould  be  more  remote,  from  what 
they  mu  ft  be  fhould  he  recover 
within  a  fhort  time,  and  find  that 
within  that  time,  fhort  as  it  was, 
parliament  had  deranged  his  whole 
eftablifhment.  He  entreated  the 
houfe,  therefore,  to  coniider  what 
the  effect  would  be  ;  what  it  muff 
be  one  way,  and  what  could  be 
the  national  inconvenience  in  the 
other  way.  A  month  or  fix 
weeks  might  reftore  the  king  to 
his  people,  and  would  not  every 
man  then  regret  that  any  derange¬ 
ment  in  the  houfiehold  had  taken 
place  ?  He  had  before  faid,  that  if 
it  was  defired,  the  power  of  re¬ 
moval  or  difmiffal  which  might 
be  ufed  for  political  purpofes  might 
be  taken  away,  but  any  derange¬ 
ment  in  the  king’s  eftablifhment 
he  deprecated  as  likely  to  produce 
the  greateft  calamity.  Pie  might 
have  formed  an  erroneous  opinion 
on  the  fubjeCl  ;  he  trufted  in  God 
if  the  amendment  was  adopted  it 
might  be  found  he  had  done  fo, 

Mr.  Whitbread  fpoke  in  terms 
of  indignation  and  aftonifhment  of 
the  line  of  argument,  and  allufton, 
which  Mr.  Perceval  had  adopted. 

Are 
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(e  Arc  we,”  faid  he,  tc  to  be 
driven  from  the  exercife  of  our 
right  of  free  debate  by  the  dis¬ 
orderly  introduction  of  fuch  to¬ 
pics,  or  the  influence  of  fuch  un- 
conftitutional  menaces  ?  What 
difference  can  there  be  in  the  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  king’s  mind  whether 
the  controul  and  patronage  of 
thefe  offices  were  left  to  the  queen 
or  the  Prince  of  Wales  ?  If  it  be 
contended,  that  fuch  difference 
exifts,  mutt  not  the  argument 
amount  to  this,  that  the  averfion 
of  his  Majefty  to  his  fon  was  fuch 
and  fo  great,  that,  if  told  that  the 
prince  had  nominated  to  thefe  of¬ 
fices,  the  unwelcome  tidings  would 
drive  reafon  from  her  feat,  and 
confign  the  king’s  mind  again  to 
darknefs  and  delufion  ?  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  and  feveral  of  his 
colleagues  had  talked  much  of  the 
ungracioufnefs  of  the  power  which 
he  holds,  and  of  the  thanklefs  na¬ 
ture  of  the  talk  which  his  duty 
compels  him  to  perform  ;  he  is  not 
aCluated  by  a  lull  of  power,  but 
by  a  tender  and  confcientious  fo- 
licitude  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
rights  of  his  infirm  matter.  Regal 
perturbations,  fir,  and  golden  for- 
rows  have  long  ago  been  defcribed 
in  finer  and  more  pathetic  lan¬ 
guage  than  the  right  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  has  employed  ;  yet  after  all 
we  have  heard,  I  am  convinced 
there  is  ftill  lurking  in  his  mind, 
as  there  had  lurked  in  the  mind 
of  a  predeceffor  of  his,  in  a  fimilar 
iituation  (Mr.  Pitt),  unconfcioufiy? 
no  doubt,  that  very  paflion  of 
which  he  denies  the  exiftence. 
But,  we  are  afked,  whether  we 
would  bereave  our  beloved  mo¬ 
narch  of  his  accuftomed  fplendour  ? 
Splendour  1  Good  God,  what  a 
word  to  be  applied  to  a  perfon  in 


the  unfortunate  condition  to  which 
his  Majefty  is  reduced  !  Splen¬ 
dour  !  !  Why  the  confolation 
which  alone  can  be  effectual  for 
his  Majefty’s  eafe  of  mind,  is  not 
to  be  fought  in  outward  pomp,  but 
in  internal  tranquillity  and  un¬ 
ruffled  compofure.  Comfort  and 
peace  of  mind  he  may  find  in  the 
piety  and  refignation  with  which, 
in  the  remiffions  of  difeafe  when 
the  hand  of  the  Almighty  ceafes 
to  be  heavy  on  him,  he  may  bear 
the  calamitous  vibration  with 
which  he  has  been  afflicted ;  but 
the  fplendours  of  royalty  and  the 
parade  of  ftate  would  only  ferve  to 
render  more  gloomy  by  contrail 
all  the  horrors  of  his  prefent  la¬ 
mentable  fituation.” 

Upon  a  divifion  the  amendment 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  226 
to  213. 

The  difcufflon  was  renewed  on 
the  following  evening,  when  the 
report  of  the  committee  was  fub- 
mitted  to  the  houfe. 

Lord  Porchefter  moved  an  a, 
mendment,  leaving  out  the  words 
relating  to  limitation  and  reftric^ 
tions. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  the  preroga¬ 
tives  were  allowed  on  all  hands 
to  be  at  all  times  neceffary  to  the 
crown  ;  it  was  incumbent,  there¬ 
fore,  on  the  fupporters  of  thefe 
meafures  to  fhew,  that  they  were 
not  neceffary  for  the  regent  under 
the  preffure  of  all  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  with  which  the  coun- 
try  is  befet.  It  was  not  enough 
to  make  the  regent  a  penal  magif- 
trate,  to  arm  him  with  all  the 
coercive  powers  of  government ; 
to  authorize  him  in  the  exercife  of 
all  that  is  harfh  and  odious  in  the 
duties  of  the  chief  magiftracy  ; 
they  Ihould  alfo  give  him  thofe 
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healing  and  remunerating  prero¬ 
gatives  which  caft  a  veil  over 
the  feverity  of  vindictive  juftice, 
and  reconcile  by  their  interpofi- 
tion  the  fterner  exercife  of  autho¬ 
rity,  whenever  its  enforcement 
may  be  neceflary  for  the  public 
welfare. 

The  mafter  of  the  rolls  thought, 
that  certain  functions  fhould  be 
withheld  from  the  regent  ;  not 
left  they  might  be  ufed  to  prevent 
the  king  from  refuming  his  autho¬ 
rity,  but  left  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  might  poflibly  be  exer- 
cifed,  they  fhould  tend  to  embar- 
rafs  his  government  after  that  re- 
fumption.  In  the  cafe  of  a  king 
there  was  a  fecurity  againft  the 
abufe  of  power,  which  could  not 
exift  in  the  cafe  of  a  regent.  The 
government  of  a  king  was  for 
life,  nor  could  he  be  tempted  to 
abufe  his  power  from  any  con- 
fideration  of  his  interefts  being 
different  at  one  time  from  another. 
But  a  regent  may  foon  be  reduced 
to  the  rank  of  a'fubjed,  and  may, 
therefore,  ufe  the  powers  with 
which  he  may  be  invefted,  fo  as 
to  ftrengthen  his  own  means  of 
oppofing  the  government  that 
would  fuperfede  him.  He  allowed 
a  material  diftindion  as  this  point 
Muft  be  made  in  the  cafe  of  a 
regent  being  the  heir  apparent  to 
the  crown,  but  in  all  thefe  dif- 
cuflions  their  views  ought  to  be 
guided  by  general  principles  alone. 

'  Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  all 
arguments  hitherto  heard  from  the 
minifterial  fide,  referred  entirely 
and  excluftvely  to  the  prefident  of 
1788  ;  they  were,  in  fad,  only  a 
renewal  of  the  phantoms  of  Lord 
Thurlow,  fupported  by  the  ghoft 
of  Mr.  Pitt.  “But,”  faid  he,  “  if 
ever  there  was  a  precedent  on  your 


journals  which  difgraced  this 
houfe  it  was  that  precedent  ;  it 
was  eftabliftied  in  a  period  of  vio. 
lent  party  feuds  and  political  ani. 
mofities;  it  was  difeufled  in  all  its 
ftages  with  an  intemperance  and 
heat  which  far  exceeded  the  fac¬ 
tious  violence  of  former  periods. 
The  bill  introduced  upon  that  oc- 
cafion  is  an  infult  upon  the  under- 
ftanding  of  the  houfe;  there  is  not 
a  word  of  truth  in  it  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  •  it  is  all  an 
impofition,  a  fraud,  a  humbug. 
It  would  be  endlefs  to  go  through 
all  the  grofs  and  monftrous  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  conftitution  which 
were  embodied  and  enaded  in  it ; 
the  whole  was  made  up  of  one 
uniform  topic  of  provifionsdefigned 
to  difgrace  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  to  vilify  and  degrade  him  in 
the  eyes  of  the  nation/"  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  in  conclufion  eloquently  con¬ 
tended,  that  this  was  no  time  to 
curtail  the  legitimate  powers  of 
the  fovereign.  It  was  an  infa¬ 
mous  libel  to  deferibe  fuch  to  be 
the  wilhes  of  the  people  of  this 
realm,  or  to  attribute  to  the  prince 
any  qualities  which,  in  the  re- 
moteft  degree,  could  warrant  that 
fufpicion.  Was  this  a  moment  to 
fetter  or  reftrid  the  conftitutional 
powers  of  him  whom  the  public 
voice  has  called  to  prefide  over 
our  deftiny  ?  Shall  we  fend  him, 
forth  with  a  broken  jfhield  and 
half  a  fpear  to  that  conteft,  on  the 
iffue  of  which  depends  not  alone 
the  fafety  of  Great  Britain,  but  the 
prefervation  of  the  rights  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind  ? 

The  amendment  of  Lord  Por- 
chefter  was  negatived  without  a, 
divifion,  and  the  firft  four  refolu- 
tions  paftfed. 

Upon  the  fifth  refolution  the 

chancellor 


NN UAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


chancellor  of  the  exchequer  moved 
an  amendment,  which  went  to  re- 
ftore  it  to  the  {late  in  which  he 
had  originally  propofed  it,  but  the 
motion  was  loll  by  a  majority  of 
three  ;  214  voting  for  it,  and  217 
againft  it. 

When  the  refoUitions  of  the 
commons  were  communicated  to 
the  lords,  Lord  Liverpool  lignified 
his  intention  of  moving  an  amend¬ 
ment  upon  the  fifth,  limilar  to  that 
which  Mr.  Perceval  had  failed  of 
carrying  in  the  lower  houfe.  In 
the  debate  which  followed,  much 
the  fame  ground  of  debate  was 
travelled  over.  With  refped  to 
the  houfehold  Lord  Liverpool  ob- 
ferved,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
erroneous  than  the  fuppofition, 
that  the  Hate  officers  of  the  houfe¬ 
hold  were  unconnected  with  the 
domeftic  comforts  of  his  Majefty. 
The  fad  was,  that  there  was  not 
3  menial  fervant  in  the  palace, 
not  any  pcrfon  who  in  any  way 
ladminiftered  to  the  perfonal  fer- 
vice  of  the  king,  who  was  not 
appointed  by  one  of  the  great  of¬ 
ficers. 

The  lord  chancellor  affirmed, 
that  unlefs  the  amendment  was 
carried,  the  king  would  be  de¬ 
prived  of  the  coniolations  common 
and  attainable  to  the  meaneft  of 
his  fubjeds.  There  might  be 
men,  he  was  not  prepared  to  deny, 
who  in  the  flridnefs  of  abftraded 
dodrines,  or  in  the  breadth  and 
univerfality  of  their  philofophy, 
were  capable  of  forgetting  the 
perfonal  feelings  of  the  man,  in  the 
difcufiion  of  the  political  and  con- 
ftitutional  interefts  of  the  fove- 
reign.  This  dodrine  might  be 
very  fine  in  principle,  but  it 
amounted  to  a  fpecies  of  philofo¬ 
phy,  the  poffeffion  of  which,  prac¬ 


tically  confidered,  he  had  no  dif- 
pofition  to  regard  with  envy. 

The  Marquefs  of  Lanfdowne 
moved  the  omiffion  of  the  words 
relating  to  reftridions  in  the  firft 
refolution.  He  afTerted,  that  by 
the  propofitions  of  minifters  they 
were  called  upon  to  create  a  new 
authority,  an  authority  unknown 
to  the  law  of  the  land,  unknown 
to  the  pradice  of  the  conftitution  ; 
an  authority  untried  by  experience, 
and  of  the  effed  of  which  they 
could  have  no  pradical  knowledge. 
He  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  upon 
them  to  Hop  in  limine  the  propo¬ 
rtion,  in  the  extent  in  which  it 
was  offered  them  ;  the  track  which 
they  were  invited  to  purfue  was 
moft  dangerous  and  mifchievous ; 
dangerous  and  mifchievous  to  the 
crown,  to  this  houfe,  to  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  they  lived,  and 
to  pofterity.  What  was  the  great 
point  on  which  our  anceftors  be¬ 
llowed  fo  much  of  their  attention, 
care,  and  labour,  at  the  period  of 
the  revolution  ?  What  but  that  of 
reilriding  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown  within  the  narrowed:  limits 
poffible  confident  with  the  energy 
of  the  ilate  ?  It  would  be  a  little 
too  much  to  argue  firft  that  they 
were  right  in  recognizing  the  pre¬ 
rogatives  of  the  crown  as  fettled 
by  the  revolution,  and  then  to  fay 
that  they  become  ufelefs  in  the 
hands  of  a  regent,  who  mud  have 
as  much  occafion  for  it  as  the  king 
could  have.  The  various  branches 
of  the  legidature,  by  their  reci¬ 
procal  controul  and  balance  of  each 
other,  produce  that  energy  which 
condituted  the  firmnefs,  and  that 
fymmetry  which  formed  the  beauty 
of  that  dupendous  fabric,  called 
the  conftitution  of  England,  upon 
^he  prefervation  of  which  depended 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [SOI 


the  fafety  of  this  country  :  and 
this  was  no  period  to  diflurb  that 
counterpoife,  by  curtailing  the 
power  of  the  moll  effential  mem¬ 
bers  of  it. 

Lord  Sidmouth  exprefifed  his  full 
acquiefcence  in  the  meafure  pro- 
pofed  by  minified,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  in  their  intended  motion 
to  rellore  the  fifth  refolution,  re- 
fpeding  the  king's  houfehold,  to 
its  original  Hate.  With  refped  to 
the  other  limitations,  when  it  was 
confidered  that  the  regent  would 
have  the  power  of  di Helving  par¬ 
liament,  the  patronage  of  the 
church,  the  law,  the  army,  the 
navy,  and  the  revenue,  it  could 
not  be  feriouily  apprehended  that 
the  means  of  carrying  on  the 
government  would  be  infufficient, 
if  the  prerogatives  in  queftion  re¬ 
mained  in  a  fiate  of  inadion  for 
the  period  of  one  year. 

Lord  Clancarty  ex pre fifed  his 
firm  opinion,  that  however  un- 
reftrided  be  the  powers  granted  to 
the  regent  they. would  be  exercifed 
with  the  greateft  moderation  and 
forbearance,  not  merely  by  the 
prince  himfelf,  but  by  his  advifers, 
from  which  ever  fide  of  the  houfe 
they  were  feleded  ;  and  why  ? 
Becaufe  their  moderation  and  for¬ 
bearance  would  be  the  only  means 
by  which  they  could  carry  with 
them  the  public  feeling,  or  acquire 
to  themeives  the  good  opinion  of 
the  country.  But  the  houfe  was 
not  met  for  the  purpofe  of  paying 
compliments,  or  of  ailing  upon 
probabilities,  and  it  was  their 
bounden  duty,  refponfible  as  they 
would  be  for  any  abufe  that  oc¬ 
curred  to  withhold  in  the  prefent 
inftance  the  pofiibility  of  ailing 
otherwife  than  confidently  with 


the  permanent  interefls  of  the 
monarchy . 

Lord  Harrowby  fa  id,  the  ex¬ 
ception  as  to  military  merit  in  the 
reflridion  upon  granting  peerages, 
was  inferted  becaufe  fervices  of 
this  nature  were  the  only  fervices 
in  which  the  defert  which  claims 
reward,  could  be  fixed  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  adion,  and  where  the  gra¬ 
titude  of  the  public  might  feel 
impatient  to  be  embodied  in  fome 
mark  of  the  royal  favour.  There 
were  other  purpofes  for  which  the 
exillence  of  the  prerogative  was 
eminently  ufefiil,  but  could  any 
one  fay  that  its  fufpenfion  for  a 
fingle  year  mu  ft  difable  the  regent 
from  carrying  on  the  government  ? 
If  we  looked  forward  to  the  pofii¬ 
bility  of  future  returns  of  the  fame 
indifpofition,  the  neceffity  of  this 
reflridion  would  be  kill  more  evi¬ 
dent.  The  advifers  of  the  regent 
but  for  a  fingle  month  might  fill 
the  houfe  with  their  political  ad¬ 
herents.  The  advifers  of  the  king 
are  compelled  to  do  the  fame. 
This  irefh  influx  is  repeated  from 
time  to  time  ;  the  houfe  becomes 
the  fpot  of  contending  parties,  till 
toffed  backwards  and  forwards  by 
the  impulfe  of  thefe  confliding 
waves,  its  honour,  its  dignity,  and 
its  independence  are  wrecked  for 
ever. 

Lord  Grenville  was  in  favour 
of  the  reftridion,  but  objeded  to 
the  exception  refpeding  military 
or  naval  fervices,  by  which,  he 
faid,  the  path  of  honour  and  the 
objed  of  laudable  ambition  was 
circumfcribed.  It  was  the  glory 
of  this  country,  that  there  was  not 
a  peafant’s  fon  who  might  not 
afpire  to  fit  one  day  as  high  as 
any,  even  the  higheft  in  that 

houfe. 
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houfe.  It  was  in  this  tha-t  the 
fpring  and  principle  was  to  be 
found  which  fupported  the  people 
of  this  country  under  all  the  pref- 
fure  of  their  burdens.  Were  they 
then  prepared  to  ftigmatize  them- 
felves  by  eftablifhing  fo  invidious 
a  diftindlion  ?  To  declare,  that 
thofe  who  held  peerages  for  civil 
fervices,  either  as  lawyers  or  ftatef- 
men,  held  them  by  a  title  lefs 
worthy  than  that  of  thofe  who 
had  been  diftinguilhed  by  their 
achievements  as  warriors  ?  If  the 
prince  chofe  to  find  a  fuitable  de- 
pofitory  for  the  feals,  was  he  to  be 
prevented  from  looking  for  a  per¬ 
son  elfewhere  than  in  that  houfe  ? 
The  principle  propofed  to  be  in¬ 
troduced  was  a  dangerous  novelty, 
to  which  he  would  never  confent. 
With  refpedl  to  the  houfehold,  he 
preferred  the  refolution  as  it  had 
come  up  from  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  to  the  propofed  amendment 
upon  it  by  minifters.  He  did  not  fee 
that  it  was  deficient  in  the  afler- 
tion  of  the  principle,  the  detail  of 
which  muft  be  a  matter  of  fubfe- 
quent  regulation  ;  a  regulation  that 
he  was  aware  would  be  accom¬ 
panied  with  fome  difficulty,  for  it 
was  not  fo  eafy  as  perfons  fuppofed 
to  feparate  the  fplendid  parts  of 
the  eftablifhment  from  the  domef- 
tic  ones.  In  fome  refpedls  it  was 
impracticable  to  be  done. 

The  committee  divided  on  Lord 
Lanfdowne’s  amendment,  which 
was  carried  by  105  to  103. 

Lord  Liverpool  dated  his  wil- 
lingnefs  to  alter  the  fecond  refo¬ 
lution  according  to  the  fuggeftion 
of  Lord  Grenville,  by  omitting 
the  exception  in  favour  of  military 
fervices,  and  the  refolution  thus 
attended  was  carried,  the  numbers 


©n  a  divifion  being,  contents 
non  contents  100.  On  the  third 
refolution  Lord  Lanfdowne  faid 
he  would  not  divide  the  commit¬ 
tee,  as  it  depended  upon  the  fame 
principle  with  that  which  had  juft 
been  agreed  too  ;  the  fourth  was 
adopted  with  oppofition.  On  the 
fifth,  refpefting  the  royal  houfe¬ 
hold,  Lord  Liverpool  moved  to 
reftore  the  words  as  they  originally 
flood.  On  a  divifion  there  were 
found  for  the  refolution,  as  it  came 
from  the  commons,  contents  110, 
non  contents  97.  Upon  thefe  re- 
folutions  being  reported  to  the 
houfe.  Lord  Liverpool  faid,  he 
fhould  move  to  reftore  the  words 
which  it  had  been  agreed  to  leave 
out  in  the  firft  refolution  ;  and 
Lord  Lanfdowne  obferved,  that  as 
the  committee  had  fince  been  in¬ 
duced  to  agree  to  two  diftindl 
reftri&ions  and  limitations,  he 
fhould  not  take  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe  in  oppofition  to  the  noble 
fecretary’s  propofition,  which  was 
accordingly  carried  without  a  di¬ 
vifion.  Lord  Liverpool  then 
ftated,  that  he  propofed  to  renew 
his  amendment  upon  the  fifth  re- 
folution,  and  that  fhould  there  be 
a  difference  of  opinion  upon  it,  he 
meant  to  call  for  proxies.  This 
led  to  a  difcuffion,  in  which  feve- 
ral  lords  expreffed  their  opinion, 
that  proxies  could  not  be  called 
for;  the  houfe  having  appointed  a 
committee  to  inquire,  whether  in 
the  prefent  circumftances  proxies 
could  be  called  for,  and  having 
come  to  no  decifion  on  their  re¬ 
port.  An  adjournment  of  the  de¬ 
bate  during  pleafure,  to  confider 
of  the  fubjedl,  was  then  moved  and 
carried  ;  the  report  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  upon  proxies  read,  and  the 

houfe 
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hotife  then  divided  upon  a  motion 
for  calling  proxies,  which  was 
loft  by  99  to  102.  Lord  Liver¬ 
pool’s  amendment  was  confe- 
quently  negatived  without  a  di- 
viflon.  The  amendment  refpeft- 
ing  military  fervices  was  adopted 
without  difcuffion  by  the  commons. 

A  lingular  embaraflment,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  peculiar  circum- 
fiances  in  which  the  government 
found  itfelf,  occurred  at  this  time. 
By  the  exchequer  aft  it  is  re¬ 
quired,  that  the  ilfue  of  public 
money  Ihould  be  under  the  great 
feal,  or  under  the  privy  feal,  or 
by  authority  of  an  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  As  all  that  was  required 
in  the  prefent  inftance  was,  that 
certain  fums  of  money  which  had 
been  already  granted  for  certain 
purpofes  by  parliament,  fhould  be 
ilTued  to  be  applied  to  thofe  pur¬ 
pofes,  it  was  fuppofed  that  a  war¬ 
rant  iflued  from  the  treafury  to 
the  exchequer,  without  the  merely 
formal  fignature  of  the  king, 
would  be  fufficient.  Upon  en¬ 
quiry,  however,  it  was  afcer- 
tained,  that  the  auditor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  would  not  feel  himfelf 
authorized  to  obey  fuch  warrant, 
and  the  lord  chancellor  conceiving, 
that  the  application  of  the  great 
feal  was  not,  by  the  aft  of  King 
William,  legal  for  the  purpofe  for 
which  the  money  was  to  be  ap¬ 
plied,  it  was  endeavoured  to  get 
the  privy  feal  for  the  warrant. 
The  keeper  of  that  feal  was  him¬ 
felf  ready  to  apply  it  as  appeared 
neceflary,  but  the  clerk  of  the 
privy  feal,  whofe  duty  it  was  to 
prepare  the  letters  patent,  thought 
themfelves  forbidden  by  their 
oath’s  office,  to  obey  in  this  in¬ 
ftance  the  inftruftions  of  the  head 
of  their  department.  Under  thefe 


circumftances  Mr.  Perceval  feel¬ 
ing  it  eflential  for  the  public  fer- 
vice  that  the  thing  ftiould  be  done, 
caufed  two  warrants  to  be  iflued 
by  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  re¬ 
quiring  the  iflue  of  the  monies 
wanted.  The  auditor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  Lord  Grenville,  demur¬ 
red  as  to  the  legality  of  the  war¬ 
rants,  and  required,  before  he  ven¬ 
tured  to  aft  upon  them,  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney  and  fo- 
licitor  general,  who  ftated,  that 
they  did  not  think  it  was  in  law 
a  fufficient  authority,  or  that  any 
difcretion  was  left  to  him  bv  law 
on  this  occafton  for  the  exercife  of 
which  he  wrould  not  be  refponfible. 
The  lords  of  the  treafurj^  tranf- 
mitted  this  opinion  to  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  but  ftating,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  public  intereft  in- 
difpenfibly  required  that  the  war¬ 
rants  fhould  be  forthwith  complied 
with,  and  that  they  were  confe- 
qaently  ready  to  take  upon  them¬ 
felves  the  refponfibility  of  any  aft 
which  might  be  eflential  to  that 
purpofe.  Lord  Grenville,  how¬ 
ever,  Hill  thought  himfelf  unau- 
thorifed  to  aft  upon  fuch  grounds, 
and  faid  in  his  reply,  that  if  the 
refponfibility  legally  attached  upon 
him  he  could  not  transfer  to  any 
other  perfons,  and  leaft  of  all  to 
the  lords  of  the  treafury.  But  he 
fuggefted,  that  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament  had  declared,  that  with 
them  relied  the  right  and  duty  of 
fupplying  the  exifting  defeft  of 
the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal 
authority  ;  they  had,  therefore, 
the  power  under  the  prefent  exi¬ 
gency  to  command  thofe  official 
feals,  the  ufe  of  which  would  con- 
ftitute  an  imperative  authority  to 
the  officers  of  the  exchequer,  and 
he  certainly  fhould  not  fail  to  exe- 
.  cute, 
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cute,  with  the  moft  implicit  obe¬ 
dience,  any  orders  which  he  might 
receive  from  the  treafury  under 
the  fari&ion  of  their  authority. 
Accordingly  Mr.  Perceval  dated 
t  to  the  houfe  of  commons 

Ja‘"  4"  the  exigencies  of  the  cafe, 
and  moved  a  rcfolution,  authoris¬ 
ing  and  commanding,  under  the 
circumdances  of  the  conjuncture, 
the  auditor  and  officers  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  to  pay  obedience  to  the 
warrants  in  queflion.  The  refo- 
lution,  after  feme  difcuffion,  was 
agreed  to  in  the  commons,  and  on 
the  following  day  it  was  fubmitted 
to  and  paffed  the  lords. 

The  refolutions  refpeCling  the 
nature  of  the  powers  to  be  granted 
to  the  regent  having  been  agreed 
to,  a  deputation  from  both  houfes 
was  arranged  for  the  purpofe  of 
communicating  them  to  the  Queen 
and  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Her 
Majefty  dated,  that  fne  fhould  be 
wanting  to  all  her  duties  if  die 
heli ta ted  to  accept  the  facred  trud 
which  was  offered  to  her,  and 
which  die  undertook  with  the 
greater  confidence,  from  the  af- 
fidance  in  point  of  council  and 
advice  with  which  the  wifdom  of 
parliament  propofed  to  provide  her. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  anfwered, 
that  he  received  the  communica¬ 
tions  from  the  two  houfes  with 
thofe  fentiments  of  regard  which 
he  mud  ever  entertain  for  their 
united  defires.  ‘‘Confcious/Waidhe, 
i(  that  every  feeling  of  my  heart 
would  have  prompted  me,  from 
dutiful  affeClion  to  my  beloved 
father  and  fovereign,  to  have 
fhewn  all  the  reverential  delicacy 
towards  him  inculcated  in  thofe 
refolutions,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
expreffmg  rny  regret,  that  I  fhould 
not  have  been  allowed  the  oppor¬ 


tunity  of  manifefting  to  his  af¬ 
flicted  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  that  fuch 
would  have  been  my  ConduCt. 

Deeply  impreffed,  however,  with 
the  neceffity  of  tranquillizing  the 
public  mind,  and  determined  to 
fubmit  to  every  perfonal  facrifice 
confident  with  the  regard  I  owe 
to  the  fecuriry  of  my  father’s 
crown,  and  the  equal  regard  I  owe 
to  the  welfare  of  his  people,  1  do 
not  hefltate  to  accept  the  office 
and  dtuation  propofed  to  me,  re- 
driCted  as  they  are,  dill  retaining 
every  opinion  expreffed  by  me  on 
a  former  and  dmilar  didreffing 
occadon. 

In  undertaking  the  trud  pro¬ 
pofed  to  me  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  difficulties  of  the  dtuation  in 
which  I  fliall  be  placed ;  but  I 
fhall  rely  with  confidence  upon  the 
conditutional  advice  of  an  en¬ 
lightened  parliament,  and  the 
zealous  fupport  of  a  generous  and 
loyal  people.  I  will  ufe  all  the 
means  left  to  me  to  merit  both. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen.— You 
will  communicate  this  my  anfwer 
to  the  two  houfes,  accompanied 
by  my  mod  fervent  willies  and 
prayers  that  the  Divine  will  may 
extricate  us  and  the  nation  from 
the  grievous  embarraflfment  of  our 
prefent  condition,  by  the  fpeedy 
redoration  of  his  Majedy’s  health. 

On  the  nth  of  January  Lord 
Liverpool  moved  a  refolution  in 
the  upper  houfe,  for  putting  the 
great  feal  to  a  commiffion  for 
opening  the  parliament.  The  re¬ 
folution  was  dmilar  to  that  of  the 
2  id  of  January,  1789,  and  de¬ 
clared,  i(  That  it  was  expedient 
that  letters  patent  fhould  iflue 
under  the  great  feal  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  manner  and  form  fol¬ 
lowing 
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liinguage  againft  the  proceeding55 
of  minifters,  as  violating  all  law* 
and  tending  to  fubvert  the  effentia^ 
and  fundamental  principles  of  the 
monarchy  and  the  conftitution.  A 
lemporal,  and  commons  of  the  divilion  took  place,  and  the  refo- 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  lution  was  carried  by  51  to  33, 
and  Ireland).3’*  Earl  Grey,  who  had  On  the  14th  it  was  agreed  to  in 

hitherto  been  compelled  to  abfent  the  commons,  and  next  day  parlia« 

liimfelf  by  indifpofition,  took  this  ment  was  opened  under  the  com* 

occalion  to  proteft  in  the  ftrongeft  million  thus  iffued. 


(reciting  the  ufual  form 
for  a  commiHion  for  opening  par¬ 
liament,  and  adding  to  the  words, 
*  by  the  king  hin/elf,’  by  the 
advice  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and 
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JANUARY. 

Cape  To^wtiy  Dec.  6,  1809. 
Sir, 

Have  now  to  inform  you, 
as  accurately  as  my  circum- 
fcribed  obfervations  will  admit, 
of  an  event  extremely  uncommon 
and  awful,  which  has  juft  oc¬ 
curred. 

On  the  30th  of  November  the 
weather  was  unufually  warm,  for 
fo  early  a  period  of  the  feafon. 
The  thermometer  varying  in  the 
fhade  from  86°  to  920,  with  a  Iky 
perfeftly  clear,  and  but  little  wind. 
Thus  it  continued  till  the  evening 
of  the  3d  inftant ;  when  a  cold 
breeze,  wefterly,  attended  with  a 
flight  fog,  came  in  from  the  fea. 
On  Monday  at  nine  A.  M.  the  fog 
Hill  continued:  thermometer  740, 
barometer  29°  8o°.  In  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  day  (4th  Dec.)  the 
mountains  of  Hottentot  Holland 
in  the  S.  E.  were  covered  with 
fleecy  ele&ric  clouds,  which  are 
often  obferved  at  this  time  of  the 
year.  Several  violent  gufts  of  wind, 
which  raifed  the  duft  to  a  confi- 
derable  height  in  the  air,  were 
experienced  in  Cape  Town,  the 
intervals  between  them  being  per¬ 
fectly  calm.  The  fky  for  the 
whole  day,  after  twelve  at  noon, 


except  at  Hottentot  Holland,  a 
diftance  of  thirty  miles  from  Cape 
Town,  was  perfectly  clear.  At 
5  P.  M.  a  ftrong  S.  E.  wind  came 
on  (unattended  with  the  ufual 
cloud  over  Table  Mountain)  which 
Jafted  three  or  four  hours.  At  ten 
minutes  paft  ten  P.  M.  a  very  vio¬ 
lent  fhock  of  an  earthquake  was 
felt  through  the  whole  town,  which 
was  fucceeded  by  two  others, 
equally  tremendous,  they  conti¬ 
nued  about  twelve  or  fourteen  fe- 
conds,  and  followed  each  other  at 
intervals  of  about  half  a  minute, 
attended  with  a  noife  very  differ¬ 
ent  from  thunder,  but  much  louder. 
The  fhocks  proceeded  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  from  S.  E.  to  N.  W. 

Between  the  hours  of  ten  on 
Monday  night,  and  fix  in  the 
morning  of  the  5th  instant,  about 
fourteen  fhocks  were  experienced  ; 
and  two  or  three  more  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day.  Excepting  the  three 
firft  felt,  they  were  flight ;  pro¬ 
ducing  no  perceptible  motion  of 
the  earth,  but  refembling  thunder. 
The  laft  fhock  was  at  6  A.  M.  this 
day,  but  not  ftronger  than  the 
others.  When  the  firft  lhock  was 
felt,  the  thermometer  was  at  770 
in  the  houfe  ;  (probably  at  740  out 
of  doors).  At  2  A.  M.  of  the  5th 
inftant,  the  thermometer  was  68° 
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ir<  the  open  air  :  barometer  at  5 
P.M.  on  the  fame  day  290  8,  wind 
W.  with  rain  ;  the  night  was  very 
dark.  On  the  next  morning  there 
was  a  very  ftrong  wind  from  the 
weftward,  and  home  rain.  Seve¬ 
ral  meteors,  or  falling  ftars,  were 
obferved  during  the  night  of  the 
4th  inftant,  with  a  very  luminous 
aurora  auftralis.  The  ftiips  in  the 
bay,  although  the  water  was  ?iot  ap¬ 
parently  agitated,  were  fo  ftrongly 
affe&ed  by  the  fhocks,  that  feveral 
men  on  board  them  were  thrown 
out  of  their  hammocks.  I  appre¬ 
hend  nearly  one-fourth  part  of  the 
houfes  in  Cape  Town  are  more  or 
lefs  damaged.  Several  pillars, 
urns,  and  other  ornaments,  have 
been  deftroyed.  As  yet  I  have 
heard  of  only  one  houfe  that  was 
entirely  thrown  down,  but  a  great 
many  have  loft  portions  of  their 
walls,  and  are  cracked  from  top  to 
bottom.  The  houfe  that  was  en¬ 
tirely  demolifhed  was  at  fome  little 
diftance  from  the  town. 

The  inhabitants  in  general  for- 
fook  their  houfes,  during  the 
whole  night  of  the  4th  inftant, 
and,  fo  great  was  their  confterna- 
tion,  that  implicit  credit  was 
given  to  a  very  abfurd  and  ter¬ 
rifying  prognoftication — that  firai- 
lar  fhocks  would  be  felt  the  next 
night.  Of  the  Dutch  inhabitants 
I  do  not  believe  there  was  one 
who  went  to  bed  before  day-light. 
Tents  were  pitched  in  the  parade, 
in  the  market,  and  in  all  the  open 
places  ;  and  thofe  perfons  who 
could  not  procure  tents,  had 


their  waggons  fitted  out,  2nd  fat 
up  in  them.  As  yet  we  "have  re¬ 
ceived  no  particular  accounts  from 
the  country,  but  innumerable  vague 
reports  are  in  circulation  ;  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  are 
extremely  fufceptible  of  alarm, 
give  credit  to  them  all.  One  child, 
of  eight  years  old,  dropped  down 
in  the  ftreet,  and  inftantly  expired 
through  terror.  Two  or  three  per¬ 
fons  have  been  deprived  of  fpeech  ; 
and  others  are  fullering  feverely 
in  various  ways,  from  the  efFedt  of 
extreme  fear.  Some  are  fo  much 
intimidated  by  this  unexpected  and 
awful  vifitation,  as  ferioufly  to 
talk  of  felling  their  houfes  and 
property  here,  and  removing  to 
Batavia.  This  powerful  opera¬ 
tion  of  terror  Gn  their  minds,  may 
probably  appear  aftonithing  to  Eu¬ 
ropeans  ;  but  it  is  to  be  confidered, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  this  cli¬ 
mate  have  been  hitherto  totally 
exempted  from  the  tremendous 
convulfions  of  nature,  which  are 
frequently  experienced  in  other 
quarters  of  the  globe*. 

We  now  find  that  the 
fhocks,  violent  as  they  were, 
have  not  been  felt  at  the  hot  baths, 
about  eighty  miles  to  the  eaftward  ; 
nor  at  fea,  as  we  learn  by  the  Ca¬ 
mel,  which  fh ip  arrived  yefterday. 
It  has  been  generally  remarked, 
that  a  great  many  watches  flopped, 
and  feveral  loft  from  two  to  ten, 
and  even  twelve  and  fifteen  hours. 
Within  the  laft  half  hour  we 
have  had  another  flight  fhock. 
The  inhabitants  ftill  continue  in  a 


*  Hurricanes  are  unknown,  and  even  thunder  is  very  feldom  heard  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  ;  though  fudden  and  violent  gulls  of  wind  are  not  uncommon,  they  rather 
incommode  than  terrify,  by  the  clouds  of  fand  which  they  raife.  This  recent  and 
awful  alarm  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  that  has  been  experienced  for  upwards  of 
forty  years  ;  and  confequently  almoft  beyond  the  memory  of  raoft  perfons  in  the 
Cape  Town,  where  the  period  of  human  life  is  feldom  lengthened  beyond  60  years. 
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confiderable  degree  of  alarm  ; 
and  every  unufual  noife  is  dread¬ 
ed  as  the  forerunner  of  an  earth¬ 
quake.  This  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at. 

Cape  Town,  Jan .  18 1  o.— My 
Jaft  letter  was  principally  about 
earthquakes,  which  have  been  re¬ 
peated  almoff  every  day  fince  the 
4th.  ult.  During  the  laft  week 
we  have  had  five  or  fix  fliocks, 
but  none,  except  thofe  three  of 
December  4,  and  two  Jince,  have 
been  violent.  The  Dutch  inhabit¬ 
ants  begin  to  confole  themfelves 
with  the  idea  that  the  noifes  we 
bear  are  thunder,  although  a  cloud 
is  not  to  be  feen  in  any  part  of  the 
iky.  Thefe  earthquakes  have 
greatly  reduced  the  value  of  houfes ; 
molt  of  which,  in  the  colony,  are 
more  or  lefs  damaged.  In  every 
part  of  the  fettlement  the  Ihocks 
have  been  experienced  3  fome 
flightly,  others  in  a  more  violent 
degree. 

Salt  water  has  been  thrown  up 
in  places,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
or  four  miles  from  the  sea,  without 
leaving  any  appearance  of  fprings 
or  openings  in  the  foil.  In  other 
parts,  where  the  foil  is  black,  as 
low  down  as  our  wells  have  been 
dug,  feveral  fpots  of  white  land, 
about  fix  feet  in  diameter,  and 
generally  of  a  circular  form,  have 
been  thrown  up,  evidently  in 
onion  with  the  water,  which  im¬ 
mediately  fubfided.  Springs  of 
water  have  alfo  burft  out  in  many 
parts  of  the  colony,  where  there 
never  were  any  before.  A  wag¬ 
gon,  which  came  into  Cape  Town 
two  days  ago,  funk  to  the  top  of 
the  wheels  in  a  quick-fand,  which 
is  thrown  up  in  the  middle  of  the 
road,  that  was  before  as  hard  as  a 
jock. 


If  thefe  are  the  only  effects  that 
will  be  produced  by  fuch  fubter^ 
raneous  convullions,  we  have  great 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  re- 
fult ;  fince  our  climate  appears  to 
have  been  greatly  ameliorated  by 
them. 

About  eleven  o'clock, 
on  Monday  night,  a  tre¬ 
mendous  fire  happened  at  the  wharf 
of  Meflrs.  Pocock  and  Buckley, 
Whitefriars  Dock.  It  commenced 
at  the  dwelling  houfe  of  Mr.  Po¬ 
cock,  coal-merchant,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  wharf,  and  about  twelve 
o’clock  the  flames  illuminated  the 
horizon  many  miles  round  London. 
Several  piles  of  deals  which  flood 
near  the  houfe  caught  the  flames 
with  afionilhing  rapidity  ;  and  the 
fpeftaele  was  awful,  grand,  and 
terrific.  In  Fleet-ftreet  and  the 
Strand  the  light  was  almoft  as  vivid 
as  in  the  day-time.  The  timber- 
yard  being  clofe  to  the  Thames, 
the  light  was  thrown  along  the 
river,  and  prefented  a  full  view  of 
the  houfes  along  the  oppofite  bank. 
The  drums  beat,  and  the  bugle 
founded  to  fummon  the  volunteers, 
who  attended  with  alacrity  to  ren¬ 
der  afliftance.  The  ftreets  were 
crowded  with  people  ;  the  bridges 
’were  covered  with  fpe&ators,  and 
the  coal-craft  on  the  river  alfo  dis¬ 
played  a  multitude.  The  wind  be¬ 
ing  fouth,  it  was  generally  expected 
that  the  houfes  at  the  entrance  of 
the  yard  would  have  been  confu ru¬ 
ed,  and  the  efforts  of  the  firemen 
were  chiefly  directed  to  prevent  the 
fronts  of  the  buildings  expofed  to 
the  heat  from  taking  fire.  Provi¬ 
dentially  the  wind  Ihifted,  and  blew 
the  flames  another  way,  and  all  the 
houfes  efcaped,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Pocock's  houfe  and  a  liable. 
During  the  confufion  it  was  dif¬ 
ficult 
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ftcult  to  remove  many  valuable 
horfes.  There  were  nineteen  in  the 
liable,  and  nine  of  them  were  burnt. 
The  earcafes  of  thefe  animals  re¬ 
mained  half-burnt  in  the  ruins. 
About  fix  o’clock  the  lire  was 
greatly  reduced ;  but,  hours  after 
the  deals,  coals  and  timber,  which 
had  produced  the  blaze  of  light, 
were  burnt  level  with  the  ground, 
feme  apprehenfions  were  entertain¬ 
ed  for  the  Grand  Junction  Canal 
flore-houfe ;  and  even  in  the  In¬ 
ner  Temple  feveral  engines  were 
brought  down  to  the  bottom  of 
King’s  Bench  Walk,  under  an  idea 
that  the  lire  might  poflibly  extend 
to  that  quarter.  Since  the  burning 
of  Drury-lane  theatre  (fee  An¬ 
nual  R.eg.  for  1809,)  n0  ^re 
the  metropolis  has  alfumed  fuch 
a  terrific  appearance.  Nearly 
30,000/.  worth  of  timber,  7000/. 
©f  which  had  been  landed  only  a 
few  days  before,  and  was  not  in- 
fured,  was  burnt. 

A  melancholy  infiance  of  the 
effects  of  fright  occurred  on  Mon¬ 
day  night,  in  confequence  of  the 
fire.  A  woman,  who  appeared 
very  much  agitated,  fat  down  at 
the  door  of  Mr.  Jones ;  upon  en- 
quiry  into  the  caufe,  it  was  under- 
flood  from  her  that  her  daughter 
was  miffing  in  the  dreadful  lire 
that  took  place  in  Water-lane.  She 
was  invited  into  the  houfe,  but 
having  refilled  repeated  felicita¬ 
tions,  the  door  was  Ihut.  A  (hort 
time  after,  one  of  the  fervants 
opened  the  door,  and  difcovered 
the  unfortunate  perfon  dead  on  the 
fteps.  It  afterwards  proved  that 
no  accident  had  happened  to  the 
daughter. 

1  At  the  manlion-houfe,  a 
J  0  Jevy,  of  the  name  of  De 


Younge,  was  charged  by  the  fell- 
citor  of  the  mint,  under  an  aft  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  with  the  offence 
of  felling  the  current  coin  of  the 
realm  called  guineas,  at  a  higher 
rate  than  the  current  value.  By 
the  llatute  in  quellion  it  is  de¬ 
clared,  that  any  perfon  who  fhall 
extort,  demand,  or  receive,  for 
any  of  the  current  coin  of  the 
realm,  more  than  the  legal  current 
value  thereof,  fhall  be  efteemed 
guilty  of  felony.  It  appeared  that 
the  prifener  had  fold  fifty -fix  gui¬ 
neas  for  a  fum  amounting  to  about 
225.  6d.  or  ix.  6d.  for  each  guinea 
more  than  the  legal  price  and  cur¬ 
rent  value.  Evidence  being  ad- 
duced  to  prove  this  cafe,  the  pri- 
foner  was  fully  committed  to  take 
his  trial  for  the  offence. 

The  Theatrical  Reconci¬ 
liation  dinner  took  place  at 
the  Crown  and  Anchor. 

At  five  o’clock,  the  doors  of  the 
great  room  being  opened,  the  ta¬ 
bles  v/ere  in  lefs  than  five  minutes 
inacceffible  ;  and  many  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  which  in  number  exceeded 
300,  were  unable  to  obtain  feats* 
Soon  after  five  o’clock  Mr.  Clif¬ 
ford  took  the  chair;  Mr.  Kemble 
and  Mr.  Harris,  jun.  being  feated 
on  his  right  hand. 

The  firft  toaft,  after  the  removal 
of  the  cloth,  was— 

The  king. 

After  which  followed— 

The  voice  of  the  people. 

The  trial  by  jury,  with  three 
times  three. 

The  ftage. 

The  ancient  and  unalienable  ju¬ 
dicature  of  the  pit. 

Mr.  Clifford  then  entreated  par¬ 
ticular  attention  to  the  toaft  which 
he  was  about  to  propofe,  feeling, 
[C/3]  confident 
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confident  that  no  toafl  could  be 
more  appropriate  to  the  object  of 
the  meeting  : 

May  this  happy  reconciliation  be 
of  equal  advantage  to  the  public  in 
amufement  and  the  proprietors  in 
emolument ! 

The  health  of  Mr,  Clifford  be¬ 
ing  given,  he  rofe,  and  addreffed 
the  company,  in  a  fpeech  of  confi- 
derable  length,  explaining  the  part 
which  he  had  taken,  and  thanking 
them  for  the  honour  which  was 
now  done  to  him. 

10th  Coroner's  Inqueft.  • —  An 
inquefl  was  held  yeflerday 
evening,  before  Anthony  Gell, 
Efq.  at  the  Nag’s  Head,  in 
Orange-court,  Leicefter-fquare,  on 
the  body  of  Ann  Paris,  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  young  creature,  of  intereft- 
ing  appearance,  not  more  than  fe- 
■venteen  years  of  age,  who,  it  ap- 
peared,  had  been  reduced  by  fome 
unknown  melancholy  circumflances 
to  the  moll  forlorn  and  deftitute 
fituation.  It  was  dated  in  evi¬ 
dence,  that  fhe  had  taken  her  lodg¬ 
ings  only  feven  weeks  fince,  and 
that  during  that  time  fhe  had 
evinced  the  mod  wretched  date  of 
mind,  and  on  Tuefday  morning, 
urged  on  by  the  poignancy  of  her 
feelings,  or  the  derangement  of  her 
intellect,  fhe  fwallowed  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  laudanum.  On 
the  violence  of  her  death-pangs 
coming  on,  medical  aid  was  fent 
for,  but  too  late  to  be  of  any  af- 
ddance,  and  in  a  fhort  time  fhe 
expired.  The  coroner’s  jury  re¬ 
turned  a  verdifl  of  Lunacy. 

The  hidory  of  this  poor  young 
creature  is  at  once  romantic  and 
intcreding.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Mondeur  Paris,  who  was  well 
known  in  the  commencement  of 


the  revolution,  and  in  which  he 
differed.  Madam  Paris,  with  her 
infant  daughter,  took  refuge  in 
this  country,  and,  on  the  ruin  of 
her  fortune,  became  a  governefs  in 
Scotland.  After  this  fhe  had  a 
houfe  in  the  New  Road ;  and, 
about  two  years  ago,  died  of  a 
rupture  of  a  blood  veflfel.  Her 
daughter  had  been  placed  at  an 
eminent  boarding-fchool  near  one 
of  the  new  fquares  ;  and  on  the 
dexth  of  her  mother  was  placed 
under  the  guardianfhipof  a  member 
of  parliament,  who,  with  the  mod 
liberal  and  benevolent  attention  to 
her  deditute  dtuation,  refolved  to 
complete  her  education  ;  and  die 
had  every  mader  of  eminence  in 
all  the  elegant  arts.  She  fpoke 
French  and  Italian  ;  touched  the 
piano  with  great  execution;  fung 
with  tade;  and  had  read  beyond 
her  years. 

About  fix  or  eight  months  ago 
fhe  was  met  in  the  fquare,  when 
walking  with  the  other  young  la¬ 
dies,  by  a  young  man  in  the  drcfs 
of  a  midfhipman,  who  followed  her 
tp  the  door,  and  who  wrote  to  her 
under  the  name  of  Jones.  A  cor- 
refpondence  took  place.  Her  ima¬ 
gination  was  fired;  and  fhe  eloped 
with  him,  under  the  promife  of 
marriage.  His  addrefs  was  found 
in  her  box,  and  they  were  traced 
by  her  guardian,  and  feparated. 
Jones  declared  that  fhe  was  virtu¬ 
ous,  that  his  intentions  were  ho¬ 
nourable,  and,  as  a  proof  of  it,  he 
was  ready  to  marry  her  with  her 
guardian’s  confent.  In  effect  they 
were  married,  and  file  was  com¬ 
pletely  undone.  In  about  a  fort¬ 
night  or  three  weeks  Jones  threw 
ofF  his  difguife,  and  fairly  told  her 
his  real  chara&er — that  he  was  no 
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failor,  but  lived  by  his  fhifts ; 
that  he  had  married  her  only  for 
the  fum  her  prote&or  had  paid  him, 
and  that  fhe  muft  provide  for  her- 
felf.  She  was  abandoned  ;  and  the 
lhock  had  fuch  an  effedt  upon  her 
imagination,  that  fhe  has  ever  fince 
fhewn  figns  of  a  difordered  intel¬ 
lect.  With  a  heart  that  fhrunk 
from  vice,  fhe  was  flung  on  the 
world  without  a  friend  or  a  home  ; 
and  in  this  deplorable  ftate  fhe  be¬ 
came  the  vidtim  of  neceffity. 

About  three  weeks  ago,  fhe  faw 
an  officer,  who  is  diftinguifhed  for 
his  gallantries,  and  who,  by  his 
addrefs  and  attentions,  fo  won  upon 
her  affedlions,  that  fhe  could  nei¬ 
ther  fpeak  nor  think  of  any  other 
objedt.  This  fatal  attachment  ab- 
forbed  her  whole  foul.  They  en¬ 
tered  into  engagements  to  live  and 
die  for  each  other ;  and,  in  the 
frenzy  of  this  paflion,  or  under  the 
idea  that  fhe  could  not  be  his,  and 
his  alone,  fhe  took  the  defperate 
refolution  of  dying  for  him.  She 
had  prepared  three  phials  of  opium, 
two  of  which  fhe  fwallowed,  and 
fhe  died  with  a  fpirit  of  heroifm; 
for  no  perfuaflon  nor  force  could 
make  her,  when  feized  with  the 
naufea  of  the  poifon,  take  any  an¬ 
tidote  to  the  draught.  She  would 
not  fuffer  the  medical  men  to  ap¬ 
proach  her ;  and  though,  after  ftu- 
pefadlion  came  on,  they  adminif- 
tered  every  known  medicine,  they 
all  failed  of  effeft. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Verdun  a  vil¬ 
lage  has  been  nearly  deftroyed  by 
fire.  The  houfe  in  which  the 
flames  were  firft  difcovered,  and 
molt  of  thofe  adjoining,  were  foon 
burnt  to  the  ground.  The  people 
of  the  village  fled  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  and  the  place  was  abandon- 
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ed;  when  a  large  party  of  feamen, 
who  volunteered  their  affiftance, 
foon  found  means  of  flopping  the 
progrefs  of  the  flames,  and  finally 
fucceeded  in  quenching  the  fire  and 
faying  the  village.  For  this  fer- 
vice  their  conduft  was  reported  to 
the  French  government  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  inhabitants,  who  folicited 
permiffion  for  the  moft  a&ive  of 
the  Britifh,  on  that  occafion,  to 
return  to  England,  This  rcqueft 
was  refufed  ;  but  each  perfon  was 
rewarded  with  a  gift  of  50/.  and 
ordered  to  be  recorded  a  member 
of  the  legion  of  honour,  by  which, 
they  will  be  entitled  to  receive 
each  about  9/.  per  annum. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  at  »  > 

fifty-three  minutes  after  five  ^ 
in  the  evening,  a  violent  fhock  of 
an  earthquake  was  felt  throughout 
Vienna  and  its  fuburbs :  in  moft  of 
the  houfes,  objects  that  did  not  ftand 
firm  were  thrown  down,'  the  bells 
rang,  and  all  the  effects  ufual  on 
fuch  occaflons  were  ohfervable ;  the 
duration  of  the  fhock  was  about  a 
minute. 

The  earthquake  that  we  lately 
felt  conflfted  of  two  fhocks,  with 
an  interval  of  feveral  feconds  of 
time.  The  houfes  and  their  furni¬ 
ture  were  fhaken ;  and  a  noife  as 
of  a  crackling  was  heard.  No 
damage  was  done.  One  of  the  af- 
tronomical  pendulums  at  the  Ohfer- 
vatory  was  flopped  fuddenly  5  and, 
from  the  direction  in  which  it  was 
placed,  it  is  fuppofed  that  the 
courfe  of  the  fhocks  was  from  north 
to  fouth-weft,  or  the  contrary ; 
becaufe  the  other  pendulums  which 
moved  parallel  to  the  direction  dif¬ 
fered  no  alteration.  The  barome¬ 
ter  was  28  inches  6  lines,  Vienna 
meafure:  the  wind  was  <N*N.E- 
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and  very  cold :  i£  afterwards 
changed  to  S.E.  The  thermometer 
was  1 1  \  above  zero. 

,  On  Monday,  i5thofJa- 
5  *  nuary,  one  hoar  before  mid¬ 
night,  the  mercury  in  Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer  fell  twenty-one  de¬ 
grees  below  the  freezing  point ; 
and  on  Tuefday  morning,  at  half 
pad  ten,  the  wind  being  fouth- 
weft,  the  barometer  29,  7-10,  and 
the  fame  thermometer  eight  de¬ 
grees  below  freezing,  the  very 
extraordinary  and  pleafmg  pheno¬ 
menon  of  the  perfect  eryftallization 
of  water,  was  witnefted  in  falling 
fnow,  for  more  than  an  hour,  dur¬ 
ing  which  it  came  down  in  the 
ipoft  beautiful  cry  dais,  every  one 
of  which,  exa&ly  of  the  fame  fhape 
and  dimenfions,  exhibited  a  wheel, 
or  ft  ar,  of  fix  equal  rays  branching 
from  a  common  centre.  This  very 
rare  appearance  was  once  noticed 
by  Monge,  prefident  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Inftitute  at  Paris.  At  mid¬ 
night,  Jan.  18,  the  mercury  ftood 
at  fix  of  Fahrenheit,  being  twen¬ 
ty-fix  degrees  below  the  freezing 
point® 

i6tfu  Pa^  two  0’cl°ck 

'  on  Tuefday,  the  corning- 

houfe  of  No.  4,  in  the  king’s 
powder  mills,  at  Feverfham,  blew 
up  with  a  moll  tremendous  explc- 
iion.  Of  the  fix  men  employed  in 
the  building  at  the  time,  four  were 
blown  to  pieces,  and  their  bodies 
and  limbs  were  fcattered  to  a  dif- 
tance  of  upwards  of  100  yards 
from  the  (cite  of  the  building. 
One  of  their  arms  was  found  on  the 
top  of  a  high  elm  tree.  The  fifth 
man  was  taken  up  alive,  but  no 
hopes  of  his  recovery  are  enter¬ 
tained.  The  fixth  man,  George 
Holmes,  the  foreman  of  the  work, 
was  found  alive  alfo,  fitting  in  the 


midft  of  the  fmoking  ruirls,  with 
his  clothes  burning,  but  he  was 
Gtherwife  not  much  injured,  and 
is  likely  to  do  well.  At  the  door 
of  the  corning-houfe  was  (landing 
a  tumbril,  or  covered  waggon, 
with  two  horfes  and  a  driver.  The 
waggon  was  blown  to  pieces,  and 
the  driver  and  horfes  killed.  Of 
three  horfes  employed  within  the 
building,  two  have  perifhed,  but 
the  third  is  living.  The  fcattered 
remains  of  two  of  the  men  were 
colle&ed  on  Tuefday  evening  for 
interment ;  thofe  of  the  other  three 
had  not  been  found.  No  circum- 
(lances  have  tranfpired,  from  which 
an  opinion  can  be  formed  with  re- 
fpedl  to  the  caufe  of  the  accident : 
it  is  the  third  of  the  kind  that  has 
happened  at  thefe  mills  within 
thefe  feven  years. 

A  remarkable  phenome-  * 
non  is  mentioned  in  the  <  0 

French  papers  to  have  occurred  on 
the  17th  of  January,  on  the  moun¬ 
tains  in  the  department  of  Plai- 
fance,  where  fome  red  fnow  fell  at 
the  moment  when  the  thunder  was 
heard.  The  fnow  that  afterwards 
fell  was  white  and  red  intermixed., 
A  French  chemift  has  applied  this 
phenomenon  to  the  explanation  of 
the  ancient  (lories  of  a  rain  of 
blood,  which  he  fuppofes  to  have 
been  red  fnow. 

Remarkable  filicide. — Y ef- 
terday,  Mr.  Lyon  Levi,  a 
diamond  merchant,  of  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  precipitated  himfelf 
from  the  top  of  the  Monument, 
and  was  literally  dalhed  to  pieces. 
Mr.  Levi  attended  to  feveral  ap¬ 
pointments  in  the  city  about  eleven 
o’clock,  and  tranfafted  his  ufual 
bufinefs ;  and  at  twelve  obtained 
permiftion  to  view  the  Monument. 
He  walked  feveral  times  roundthe 
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outfide  of  the  iron  railing  before 
he  fprung  off*,  and  in  falling  the 
body  turned  over  and  over  before 
it  reached  the  ground.  When  near 
the  bottom,  it  came  in  contadl 
with  one  of  the  griffins  which  or¬ 
nament  the  lower  part  of  the  build¬ 
ing.  A  porter,  with  a  load  on 
his  back,  narrowly  efcaped  the 
body  of  the  deceafed,  which  fell  a 
few  paces  from  him  in  Monument- 
yard.  It  is  faid,  that  two  days 
ago  Mr.  Levi  vilited  the  Monu¬ 
ment,  and  continued  on  the  top  for 
fome  time.  Nothing  has  tranfpired 
from  which  the  friends  of  the  de¬ 
ceafed  can  judge  of  the  caufe  which 
led  to  the  fad  cataftrophe.  Mr. 
Levi  has  left  a  wife  and  ei  ght 
grown  up  children. 

On  Friday  fe’nnight,  as 
fome  workmen  were  cutting 
down  an  elm  belonging  to  Mr. 
Jepfon,  at  Conifbrough,  they  d if- 
covered  in  the  heart  of  the  tree  a 
horfe-fhoe,  with  a  nail  in  it,  in 
excellent  prefervation.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  that  it  mull:  have  been  in  the 
tree  fifty  years.  The  elm  is  five 
feet  in  circumference.  Mr.  Green, 
of  High-ftreet,  has  the  fhoe  in  his 
poffeffion. 

,  A  deranged  woman  lately 
2 4  *  abfconded  from  her  friends 
at  Lowther,  in  Weftmoreland.  She 
was  at  laft  found  in  a  field-houfe, 
buried  up  to  the  neck  in  the  middle 
of  a  hay  mow,  adjoining  the  vil¬ 
lage.  Shehad remained  hidden  there 
for  eighteen  days  without  the  leaft 
fuftenance!  Her  legs  were  much 
fwelled,  and  all  the  {kin  was  en¬ 
tirely  off  her  feet.  When  found 
ffie  had  nearly  loll  her  fpeech,  but 
by  proper  attendance  has  recovered 
jts  ufe. 

tr  Mr.  Wardle  attended  at 
Guildhall,  to  receive  the 


thanks  and  the  freedom  of  the 
city,  in  a  gold  box  of  the  value  of 
one  hundred  guineas,  voted  him 
by  the  corporation,  for  his  able 
and  patriotic  conduct  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  in  bringing  forward 
charges  againft  the  commander-in-  « 
chief.  He  was  introduced  to  the 
chamberlain  (who  received  him  in 
the  politeft  manner)  by  Mr.  Aider- 
man  Gocdbehere  and  Mr.  Waith- 
man  (the  mover  and  feconder),  at¬ 
tended  by  feveral  of  the  livery. 

Raleigh ,  near  Connecticut. — On 
Tuefday,  the  30th  of  January,  at 
two  P.M.  there  was  a  fall  of  me¬ 
teoric  ftones  in  Cafwell  county. 
Their  defcent  was  feen  for  a  confi- 
derable  difiance  round,  and  two 
reports  diftin<ftly  heard  at  Hillfbo- 
rough,  a  diftance  of  thirty  miles. 

A  fragment,  weighing  a  pound  and 
three  quarters,  {truck  againft  a  tree 
in  the  new  ground  of  a  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor,  near  where  fome  wood-cutters 
were  at  work,  who,  apprehending 
the  fate  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah, 
ran  home,  without  once  looking 
behind  them.  Encouraged,  how¬ 
ever,  by  a  woman,  whofe  curiofity 
was  fuperior  to  her  fears,  they  re¬ 
turned  with  her  to  the  place,  and 
brought  away  the  ftone,  which  was 
ftill  hot.  We  underftand  that  Go¬ 
vernor  Williams,  of  the  Miffiffippi 
territory,  now  in  Rockingham,  in¬ 
tends  fending  it  to  the  Chemical 
Society  in  New  York  to  be  ana¬ 
lysed  :  it  is,  he  informs  us,  of  a 
dark  brown  colour,  porous,  and 
probably  contains  iron. 

Siberia .  ■ —  A  dreadful  gale  of 
wind,  from  the  fouth-eaft,  came  on 
at  Otfcholk,  in  Siberia,  at  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  January,  and  which 
lafted  for  two  days.  The  waters 
of  the  Ochota,  which,  after  palling 
through  that  city,  empties  itfeif 
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into  the  fea,  was  elevated  twelve 
feet  above  its  ordinary  level,  and 
carried  over  the  tops  of  the  houfes 
fituated  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
its  banks.  The  tempeft  coming  on 
at  night,  between  two  and  three 
hundred  of  the  inhabitants  perifhed 
in  their  deep.  A  tranfport,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  India  Company, 
which  the  temped  had  carried  into 
the  river  in  i  808,  was  carried  by 
the  waves,  and  forced  into  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  town. 

Died. — At  Tewkefbury,  aged 
1 01,  Mrs.  Cole. 

In  his  100th  year,  Mr.  James 
Dobbs,  of  Huntky,  Gloucefter- 
fhire. 


FEBRUARY. 

Mifs  Eiwes,  daughter  of 
11  *  George  Eiwes,  Efq.  eloped 
with  a  clergyman  of  Oxford,  of 
the  name  of  Duffield,  who  was  af- 
Jifted  in  the  plot  by  two  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  cloth.  Mr.  Eiwes 
is,  perhaps,  the  richeft  ready-mo¬ 
neyed  commoner  in  England.  He 
is  heir  to  the  peculiar  virtues  of  his 
economical  father,  and  is  eftimated 
to  be  worth  near  a  million  of  float- 
ing  difpofeable  cafh,  and  (he  is  his 
only  child.  She  is  under  age,  but 
was  not  made  a  ward  of  chancery. 
The  plan  devifed  by  the  three  cle¬ 
rical  gentlemen  was  well  conceiv¬ 
ed.  One  of  them,  under  pretence 
of  paying  his  addrefies  to  a  lady 
on  a  vifit  to  Mrs.  Eiwes,  contrived 
to  be  received  into  the  family  in 
the  ch a rafter  of  her  lover,  where 
he  was  treated  with  the  utmoft  re- 
fpeft  ;  and  this  gave  him  opportu¬ 
nities  of  arranging  the  matter  for 
his  friend  Mr.  Duflield.  On  Wed- 
nefday  morning  he  prevailed  on 


Mrs.  Eiwes  to  accompany  his  in¬ 
tended  wife  a-lhopping ;  and  in 
their  abfence  he  handed,  with  the 
utmoft  opennefs,  Mifs  Eiwes  to  the 
door,  near  which  a  chaife  and  four 
was  drawn  up.  He  met  Mr.  Eiwes 
in  the  hall,  who  afked  them  where 
they  were  going  ;  fhe  was  without 
a  hat  or  bonnet,  and  faid  fhe  was 
going  to  her  mamma,  who  was 
waiting  for  her.  The  reverend 
gentleman  proceeded  with  her, 
placed  her  in  the  chaife  by  the  ftde 
of  her  gallant,  and  returned  to  the 
houfe  with  the  utmoft  unconcern. 
Mr.  Eiwes  had  inquired  in  the 
mean  time  how  long  Mrs.  Eiwes 
had  been  out,  and,  feeing  her  con¬ 
ductor  return,  inquired  where  his 
daughter  was.  The  clergyman, 
with  perfeft  sang-froid ,  told  him 
he  had  delivered  her  to  the  man 
deftined  to  make  her  happy ;  and 
that  fhe  was  off  to  Gretna  Green, 
where  he  advifed  him  to  follow, 
and  afiift  in  the  ceremony.  The 
diftrefs  of  Mr.  Eiwes,  and  ft  ill 
more  of  Mrs.  Eiwes,  on  her  return, 
may  be  conceived.  They  both  fet 
off  in  a  poft-chaife  and  four,  on  the 
north  road ;  but  we  believe  they 
proceeded  no  farther  than  St.  Al¬ 
ban’s,  where  not  having  heard  the 
leaft  account  of  their  route,  they 
refolved  to  return. 

Vaccination  is  making  a  rapid 
progrefs  in  India.  The  governor, 
in  a  late  proclamation,  invited  all 
the  European  and  native  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Fort  St.  George  to  profit 
by  that  falutary  difcovery.  By  the 
report  of  the  board  of  medicine,  it 
appears  that  in  the  fpace  of  eigh¬ 
teen  months  145,806  perfons  were 
vaccinated  and  recovered.  The 
Rajah  of  Tanjore  and  thft  Dewan 
of  Travancore  were  among  the 
number. 
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,  An  extraordinary  Chace. — A 

■'  *  dog,  the  property  of  Mr. 

Teafdale,  of  Oufby,  Cumberland, 
in  the  late  florm,  took  the  queft  of 
a  fox,  which  he  ran  for  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  time  of  30  hours,  four  of 
which  were  run  within  view  of 
fome  miners,  who  at  that  time  were 
upon  Dalton  Fell.  The  dog  and 
his  intended  prey  were  at  that 
time  running  round  the  bottom  of 
a  hill.  The  arch  dog,  Hill  keep¬ 
ing  the  fide  of  Reynard  which  led 
to  his  cleft  in  the  rock,  at  laft 
came  up  to  him,  but  being  fo  much 
exhaufted  in  his  toilfome  chace, 
was  unable  to  make  him  his  prey 
for  fome  time,  and  they  lay  as  if 
lifelefs  together.  The  miners  then 
made  to  his  affiftance  ;  but  fo  ar¬ 
dent  was  his  defire  to  make  Rey¬ 
nard  his  own  prey,  that  he  would 
not  fuffer  them  to  come  near  till 
he  had  deftroyed  him  himfelf. 

,  Court  Martial . — On  Mon- 
9  day  and  Tuefday  a  court 
martial  was  held  at  Portfmouth,  on 
the  Hon.  Captain  Warwick  Lake, 
of  his  Majefty’s  fhip  Ulyfles,  for 
having,  when  commander  of  his 
Majefty's  fhip  Recruit,  on  the  13th 
pf  December,  1807,  at  fix  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  caufed  a  feaman, 
of  the  name  of  Robert  Jeffery,  to 
be  put  on  fhore  in  the  defert 
Ifland  of  Sombrero,  in  the  Weft 
Indies. 

It  appeared  that,  in  the  month 
of  November,  1807,  Jeffery  went 
into  the  gunner's  cabin,  and  took 
out  a  bottle  with  fome  rum  in  it ; 
that  on  the  day  he  was  font  on 
fhore  he  broached  a  cafk  of  fpruce 
beer,  which  had  been  brewed  for 
the  {hip’s  company  ;  and  that  his 
general  character  was  that  of  a 
ikulker.  The  Recruit  being  off 
the  Iile  ol  Sombrero,  Captain 
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Lake  afked  the  mailer  what  ifland 
it  was,  and  if  there  was  not  fome 
thieves  on  board,  to  which  the 
maker  anfwered,  (S  Yes,  there 
were  two."  Captain  Lake  then 
de fired  him  to  fend  Jeffery  up  to 
him  ;  the  man  foon  came  up,  and 
Captain  Lake  faid,  he  would  not 
keep  fuch  a  man  in  the  fhip.  He 
then  ordered  Lieutenant  Mould  to 
land  the  man,  and  return  immedi¬ 
ately  to  the  (hip.  So  foon  as  Ad¬ 
miral  Cochrane  heard  of  the  cir- 
cumftarice,  he  reprimanded  Captain 
Lake,  and  fent  him  to  take  the 
man  off  the  ifland.  Some  of  the 
officers  of  the  Recruit  landed,  and 
explored  the  ifland,  but  they  found 
nothing  on  it  ;  it  was  a  barren 
fpot,  covered  in  the  middle  with 
a  kind  of  rough  grafs  weed.  There 
was  no  houfe  nor  inhabitant  on  it. 
It  appeared,  however,  by  the  Ame¬ 
rican  papers  afterwards  received, 
that  the  man  had  been  taken  off  the 
ifland  by  an  American  fhip,  and 
landed  in  America.  Captain  Lake, 
in  his  defence,  admitted  that  he 
had  put  the  man  on  fhore,  but  de¬ 
nied  that  he  ever  intended  to  put 
his  life  in  jeopardy,  as  he  thought 
the  ifland  was  inhabited;  that  in 
landing  him  he  thought  he  would 
be  more  fenfible  of  his  want  of 
conduct,  and  would  reform  in  fu¬ 
ture.  The  court  agreed  that  the 
charges  had  been  proved,  and  did 
fentence  Captain  Lake  to  be  dif- 
miffed  from  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

Court  of  King* s  Bench. —  . 

The  King  v,  Frances  Latham .  1  2*  "** 
— Mr.  Holland  opened  the  cafe. 
This  was  an  indictment  for  per¬ 
jury,  in  an  affidavit  fvvorn  by  the 

defendant,  charging - •  Barrett, 

Efq.  with  the  violation  of  her  per- 
fon. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beft,  who  from 

apparent 


/ 
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apparent  ill  health  addreffed  the 
court  fitting,  Hated  the  cafe  on  the 
part  of  the  profecution.  He  faid 
that  the  crime  imputed  to  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  corrupt  and  determin¬ 
ed  perjury,  in  a  profecution  com¬ 
menced  againfi  Mr.  Barrett,  to  en- 
fure  a  verdift,  whofe  refult  mufl 
have  been  ruin  to  him — a  death 
moft  certain  and  mofl  ignominious. 
Before  he  concluded,  he  fhould 
{how  not  only  that  Mr.  Barrett 
was  innocent,  but  that  the  defend¬ 
ant  was  not  deceived — that  there 
was  no  mi  Hake  in  the  charge — that 
nothing  could  be  imputed  to  pof- 
fiblc  mifapprehenfion — but  that  the 
crime  which  he  was  then  to  pro- 
fecute  was  wilful  and  inexcufable. 
The  prol'ecutor  in  this  trial  is  a  re- 
fpeciable  trader  in  London ;  the 
defendant  is  the  daughter  of  a  moH 
valuable  and  meritorious  man.  The 
jury  were  probably  acquainted  with 
the  general  features  of  the  cafe  : — 
Mifs  Latham  having  gone  down  to 
Worthing  for  the  benefit  of  her 
own,  or  her  brother’s  health,  was, 
according  to  report,  infulted  and 
brutally  violated  by  a  Hranger  who 
then  refided  near  the  town.  A  cir- 
eumfiance  occurred  in  connexion 
with  thofe  facts,  for  which  no  ex¬ 
planation  had  been  given.  In  a  few 
weeks  after  the  alleged  crime,  a 
letter  was  fent  to  Mr.  Barrett,  de¬ 
tailing  the  tranfa&ion,  and  charg¬ 
ing  him  as  the  perpetrator.  He 
was  then  on  the  Kentifh  coaH  with 
his  family.  On  returning  to  Lon¬ 
don,  he  was  fent  for  by  Dr.  La¬ 
tham  j  the  defendant  was  in  the 
room.  On  being  afked  if  he  knew 
her,  he  anfwered,  “'No;  but  that 
he  had  heard  of  the  affair  by  letter.” 
On  this  Dr.  Latham  retorted  on 
him,  that  it  was  evident  he 
knew  nil/'  and  immediately  gave 


him  into  the  cuflody  of  an  officer 
who  was  then  in  the  houfe.  He 
was  then  taken  before  a  magifirate 
in  Marlborough-Hreet. 

The  counfel  here  read  from  his 
brief  the  narrative  of  the  imputed 
injury: — In  the  evening  of  the  10th 
of  July,  Mifs  Latham,  walking  in 
Worthing,  as  (he  paffed  along  a 
lane  leading  to  the  road,  was  ac- 
cofied  by  a  Hranger,  who  faid  he 
had  long  wifhed  to  fee  her ;  after 
fome  fimilar  language,  he  fuffered 
her  to  leave  him,  and  Hie  returned 
home  very  much  terrified.  On  the 
day  after,  as  (he  was  Handing  at  her 
toilette,  fhe  faw  him  pafs  before  the 
houfe,  without  being  obferved  by 
him,  and  remarked  his  appearance 
difiin&ly.  On  the  13th,  between 
feven  and  eight  in  the  morning, 
returning  to  her  apartments  after 
bathing,  fhe  was  difiurbed  by  fome 
perfon’s  prefling  againfi  the  door* 
She  conceived  it  to  be  the  fon  of  a 
Mrs.  King  who  lodged  in  the 
houfe.  She  was  fo  much  overcome 
by  terror,  on  feeing  the  Hranger 
who  had  infulted  her,  that  fhe 
fwooned,  and  fell  off  the  fofa  on 
which  fhe  lay :  on  recovering  fhe 
found  his  filk  handkerchief  tied 
over  her  mouth,  and  that  fhe  had 
fuffered  the  injury  of  which  fhe 
afterwards  gave  a  mofi  particular 
detail.  The  ravifher  then  took  ofF 
the  handkerchief,  and  importuned 
her  to  fly  with  him,  offering  her 
the  command  of  money  and  fer- 
vants ;  and  telling  her  he  had 
taken  off  the  handkerchief  in  hope 
of  a  complying  anfwer.  Shefcream- 
ed,  and  threatened  him  with  her 
brother’s  return.  He  feized  her 
again,  bound  her  own  handkerchief 
on  her  mouth,  and  efcaped.  In 
attempting  to  Hand  up,  fhe  fell  and 
fainted  5  but  on  her  recovery,  HiU 
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lying  on  the  floor  and  bound,  flie 
lore  off  the  bandage  by  rubbing 
her  head  againft  the  window-feat, 
and  called  for  afliftance.  It  was 
by  this  feeble  tiffue  of  improbabi¬ 
lities  that  the  guilt  of  the  defend” 
ant  was  to  be  covered  from  the 
eyes  of  a  jury.  A  ftranger  walks 
through  an  inhabited  houfe,  a  houfe 
full  of  fervants  and  lodgers  — 
walks,  as  by  intuition,  directly  to 
Mifs  Latham’s  apartment ;  and 
there  commits  a  crime  which  ex- 
pofes  him  to  inftant  feizure  and 
inftant  ruin.  She  fwooned  on  fee¬ 
ing  him,  but  no  violence  was  ufed 
in  her  fwoon.  The  jury  had  heard 
the  accurate  obfervations  which  Ihe 
made  in  the  courfe  of  the  aflault. 
Who  could  conceive  a  woman,  fo 
circumftanced,  to  be  capable  of 
fuch  obfervation — to  be  colleded, 
calm,  particular — to  remember  in¬ 
cidents  which  might  efcape  the 
mind  moft  at  eafe  ?  She  could  re¬ 
collect  the  change  of  the  ftranger’s 
handkerchief  for  her  own,  the  pro- 
pofition  of  going  off  with  him,  her 
reply,  and  his  rejoinder.  She 
could  remember  the  hurry  of  the 
raviflier  on  being  threatened  with 
her  brother’s  return  from  the  Ihore, 
the  improbable  fpirit  of  decorum 
which  worked  upon  his  politenefs 
to  come  back  and  raife  the  two 
chairs  that  he  had  overturned  in 
his  retreat.  She  could  then  devife 
a  lucky  expedient  for  freeing  her- 
felf  from  her  bonds,  calmly  call 
for  Martha  Lawrence,  the  fervant, 
to  complete  the  operation,  and  fet 
her  free.  He,  in  his  office  as  coun- 
fel  for  the  profecution,  had  no  willi 
to  load  her  with  an  unqualified 
charge  ;  he  concluded  that  fhe  had 
been  made  the  tool  of  other  and 
more  artful  perfons.  The  cafe  was 
accompanied  by  circumftances, 


which,  if  they  were.  oorreHly  Ha¬ 
ted,  mull  make  its  truth  undeniable^ 
Were  they  Hated  to  the  magiftrate? 
If  fo,  they  were  Hill  forthcoming 
in  his  notes.  The  tranfadlion  oc¬ 
cupied  the  10th,  iith,  and  12th 
of  July.  Witneffes  were  now  wait¬ 
ing  to  prove,  that  his  client  was 
not  in  Worthing  on  any  of  thofe 
days.  The  houfe  in  which  the 
outragewas  committed  was,  like 
thofe  haftily  built  at  watering- 
places,  fmall,  with  but  few  apart¬ 
ments,  and  thin  partitions,  through 
which  a  feream,  nay  even  a  word, 
muft  be  audible,  Mifs  Latham 
fereamed  loudly  1  —  “  Gentlemen 
(faid  the  learned  ferjeant),  it  has 
pleafed  Providence  to  make  the 
feream  of  diftrefs  the  moft  heart¬ 
rending,  moft  piercing,  moft  pe¬ 
netrating,  of  all  other  founds  that 
can  be  formed  by  the  human 
voice.”  If  Mifs  Latham  was  vio¬ 
lated  on  the  1 2th,  why  did  ftie  not 
communicate  her  misfortune  to 
fome  friend — -not  of  courfe  to  a 
male  acquaintance,  for  there 
might  be  a  reftraint  of  natural  mo- 
defty  ;  but  there  was  a  female  in 
the  houfe,  Mrs.  King,  with  whom 
Hie  wras  on  terms  of  perfect  inti¬ 
macy.  Why  had  not  Ihe  been 
trufted  ?  why  not  brought  to  give 
her  teftimony  before  the  magif¬ 
trate?  The  houfe  in  which  Dr. 
Latham  placed  his  daughter  muft 
have  been  refpeftable.  Was  not 
the  mill; refs  of  that  houfe  fit  to  be 
intruded  with  the  circumftance  ? 
Had  fne  been  intruded  ?  Had  Ihe 
been  brought  before  the  magif- 
rate?  She  fhould  be  at  length 
brought,  for  fhe  fhould  be  feen  in 
court  that  day.  Was  Martha  Law¬ 
rence,  the  fervant,  acquainted  with 
it  ?  Where  was  the  indelicacy  of 
mentioning  it  to  her?  Had  fhe 

been 
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been  prohibited  from  telling  it  ?  or 
could  any  prohibition  prevent  her 
telling  it,  if  it  had  been  told  to 
her?’’  The  jury  were  now  to 
prepare  themfelves  for  all  the 
plaufibility  which  genius  and  elo- 
<]uence  could  throw  round  a  falling 
caufe.  But  he  could  bring  twenty 
witneffes  to  prove  his  cafe.  On 
the  4th  of  July  Mr.  Barrett  came 
to  London  with  his  family,  and 
remained  in  London  till  the  14th. 
It  could  be  fhown  with  whom  he 
had  done  bufinefs  during  the  time ; 
when  he  flept  in  town  ;  public  of¬ 
ficers  would  be  called  to  prove  his 
being  prefent  there.  The  fignature 
of  bonds,  executed  within  thofe 
peculiar  days,  could  be  adduced  to 
prove  the  point  beyond  all  doubt. 
The  proof  had  already  fucceeded. 
His  client's  life  had  been  faved,  he 
was  now  to  vindicate  his  honour. 
On  the  14th,  in  the  morning,  he 
arrived  at  Worthing.  If  violence” 
had  been  committed  on  the  12th, 
was  it  pofiible  that  he  Ihould  ftay 
there  ?  Advertifements  had  been 
publifhed  defcribing  the  ravifher, 
and  offering  a  reward  for  his  ap- 
prehenfion.  Did  he  fly  ?  This 
was  polled  up  on  every  houfe  ;  he 
could  not  raife  his  eyes  without 
meeting  it,  yet  he  remained  in 
Worthing  till  the  1 8 th  or  19th  un- 
rnolefted.  He  went  to  all  public 
places  ;  he  exhibited  no  fear,  he 
praftifed  no  concealment.  The  adl 
was  faid  to  have  been  committed 
between  the  hours  of  eight  and 
nine  in  the  morning,  in  Mifs  La¬ 
tham’s  room  ;  that  room  was  im¬ 
mediately  over  the  (hop.  The 
miftrefs  of  the  houfe  would  come 
forward  to  prove  the  total  falfity 
of  the  llatement :  (he  had  been  in 
the  Ihop  from  feven  that  morning  ; 
(he  heard  no  Ihrieks,  no  fall  of 
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chairs,  no  fall  of  a  body,  and  Mils 
Latham  was  of  a  form  that  muff 
make  her  fall  audible.  If  this  mif- 
fortune  occurred  to  her  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  in  what  fituation  mull  fhe 
have  been  afterwards?  Would  fhe 
not  have  been  unfit  to  converfe 
with  any  but  her  moll  intimate 
friends  ?  She  would  continue  af¬ 
fected,  agitated,  overpowered  by 
the  mingled  feelings  of  fuch  an  in¬ 
jury.  This  was  human  nature. 
Her  countenance  mull  have  be¬ 
trayed,  though  her  tongue  were 
filent  ;  fhe  mull  have  fhrunk  from 
the  eye ;  Ihe  mull  have  faddened 
and  pined  under  the  fenfibilities  of 
young  and  timid  outraged  inno¬ 
cence.  Were  thofe  fymptoms  dif- 
coverable  in  her  ?  She  came  down 
flairs  in  her  ufual  fpirits,  with  her 
drefs  unruffled,  and  arranged  with 
its  ufual  care,  to  altercate  with  the 
landlady  about  fome  three-pence  or 
four-pence  of  a  laundreiVs  bill. 
The  learned  counfel  concluded  by 
declaring,  that  his  objeCl  was  to 
vindicate  his  client,  not  to  ruin 
Mifs  Latham.  His  client  might 
have  been  juftified  in  pulhing  the 
law  to  its  utmoft  extent.  It  was 
not  owing  to  this  woman,  but  to 
the  providence  of  God,  that  inftead 
of  coming  to  that  court  to  affert 
his  innocence,  he  was  not  now  fink¬ 
ing  under  the  punilhment  of  his 
imputed  crime,  languifhing  in  Hor- 
Iham  gaol,  loaded  with  irons,  and 
preparing  only  to  exchange  a  bitter 
captivity  for  a  death  of  pain  and 
infamy. 

The  attorney-general,  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  faid,  he  had 
no  obje&ion  to  proceeding  with  the 
cafe ;  his  evidence  were  ready, 
and  they  could  fatisfy  the  jury.  But 
he  had  read  the  evidence  given  on 
the  examination  with  great  atten- 
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tion,  and  felt  that  no  fufpicion  of 
the  crime  could  remain  on  Mr. 
Barrett. 

Mr.  Alley. — (<  I  declared  be¬ 
fore,  that  if  the  alibi  were  allow¬ 
ed,  no  further  proceeding  Ihould 
be  taken.,, 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beft. — <(  My  lord, 
Mr.  Barrett  is  only  anxious  to  de¬ 
clare,  on  oath,  his  own  innocence  ; 
after  that  he  puts  himfelf  in  my 
hands,  and  I  am  in  your  Jord- 
fhip’s.” 

Lord  Ellenborough. — <(  I  can¬ 
not  change  the  courfe  of  pro¬ 
ceedings  ;  this  caufe  mull  be  tried 
like  every  other  caufe.” 

The  attorney-general. — (S  My 
lord,  you  fee  into  what  dreadful 
evidence  we  mull  plunge  by  pro¬ 
ceeding  ;  I  can  fhow  fufficient 
grounds  to  exculpate  my  client. 
But  it  cannot  be  for  the  general 
good  to  proceed.  I  Ihould  have 
interrupted  my  learned  friend  but 
for  the  moderation  of  his  com¬ 
mencement.  But  even  now  I  have 
no  hefitation  to  withdraw  all 
charge  againft:  his  client,  and  fpare 
the  morality  of  the  public  and  the 
feelings  of  a  father.” 

Lord  Ellenborough.-— u  Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  jury,  there  has  been  no 
evidence  adduced  in  this  caufe ; 
you  will  therefore  find  a  verdid 
for  the  defendant.” 

Munyard  v.  Gilbert. — This  was 
a  trial  on  an  ilfue  from  the  court 
of  chancery  to  try  the  validity  of 
a  marriage. 

Mr.  Park  Hated  the  cafe.  The 
defendant  already  named  was  a 
nominal  one,  and  named  only  as 
conneded  with  the  deed  on  which 
this  caufe  was  originally  moved  in 
chancery.  The  real  defendant  was 
Mr.  Daniels,  lately  a  ftockbroker, 
and  now  refiding  at  Hampftead, 


The  plaintiff  was  alfo  a  ftockbroker. 
— Some  months  before  the  Sth  of 
April,  1809,  the  plaintiff,  going 
to  the  defendant’s  houfe  on  bufi- 
nefs  of  his  father’s,  a  wholefale 
ironmonger  in  C  a  file- ft  reef,  faw 
the  defendant’s  daughter.  His 
connexion  with  the  Exchange  en¬ 
abled  him  to  ferve  Mr.  Daniels  on 
fome  occafions  in  his  bufinefs. 
This  produced  an  intimacy,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  the  plantiff  paid 
his  addreffes  to  mifs  Daniels,  and 
was  defired  to  wait  till  fhe  was  a 
few  months  older.  One  evening, 
at  fupper,  Mr.  Daniels  fuddenly 
announced  to  his  daughter  his  eon- 
fent  that  fhe  fhould  be  married  to 
the  objed  of  her  declared  regard. 
She  was  a  delicate  girl,  and  the  in¬ 
telligence  produced  fuch  an  imme¬ 
diate  nervous  agitation  that  medi¬ 
cal  aid  was  neceffary.  She  reco¬ 
vered  foon  after,  and  from  her 
ftrong  attachment,  and  her  habi¬ 
tual  irritability  of  frame,  her 
friends  advifed  that  the  marriage 
fhould  not  be  delayed.  If  it  were 
poftible  that  a  verdid  fhould  go 
againft  him  this  day,  he  could  not 
conceive  a  man  more  hardly  treat¬ 
ed  than  his  client  :  his  addreffes 
fandioned,  his  marriage  folemniz- 
ed  by  confent  of  both  families, 
and  this  without  any  hope  of  emo¬ 
lument,  excepting  the  diftant  one 
of  a  very  moderate  fortune,  from 
the  precarious  and  capricious  boun¬ 
ty,  or  rather  from  the  inveterate 
and  unaccountable  enmity,  of  his 
father-in-law.  On  the  27th  of 
March  Mr.  Daniels,  his  daughter, 
and  a  Mrs.  Newman,  her  aunt, 
came  to  town  from  Hampftead,  to 
buy  clothes  and  trinkets  for  the 
wedding.  On  her  return,  mifs 
Daniels  went  on  a  vifit  to  the 
plaintiff’s  father,  who  lives  at 
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Camden  Town.  She  remained 
there  from  the  ift  to  the  7th  of 
March,  without  any  appearance  of 
the  infanity  which  was  now  alleg¬ 
ed  as  the  caufe  of  breaking  off  a 
marriage  confraded  in  the  face  of 
the  church,  according  to  the  forms 
of  law.  On  the  3d  of  April  a  din¬ 
ner  was  given  at  Mr.  Daniels’s 
houfe,  to  which  the  whole  of  the 
Munyard  family  was  invited.  Mr. 
Daniels  was  laid  up  in  bed  with 
the  gout  ;  but  the  females  of  the 
party  were  admitted  to  his  apart¬ 
ment,  and  he  exprdfed  himfelf  in 
terms  of  the  warmeft  affedion  for 
his  intended  fon-in-law  ;  faid  that 
nothing  ihould  now  delay  the 
match,  and  that  he  might  have 
taken  a  horfe  and  rode  from  one 
end  of  London  to  the  other  before 
he  could  have  met  a  man  in  every 
way  fo  eligible.  He  afterwards 
went  with  his  daughter  to  Doctors" 
Commons,  to  execute  the  neceflary 
papers  for  the  marriage  ;  in  (hort, 
went  every  where  with  her  but  to 
the  altar.  If  he  faw  her  infane 
before  that,  why  not  forbid  the 
marriage  ?  if  at  the  altar,  why 
not  flop  her  there  ?  He  attefts 
the  marriage,  he  figns  the  regifter, 
and  yet  now  comes  forward  to  in¬ 
validate  the  ceremony  to  which  he 
had  given  his  full  fandion.  I  can 
believe  nothing  low  or  infulting 
of  the  church  ;  there  was  a  cler¬ 
gyman  officiating- — would  he  not 
have  refufed  to  go  through  the 
rite  if  he  had  feen  infanity  in  either 
of  the  parties  ?  The  exhortation 
of  the  form  of  marriage  was  among 
the  moil  folemn  in  the  whole  ru¬ 
bric.  The  clergyman  read  it  fo 
that  it  was  heard  by  the  parties  ; 
it  was  heard  by  the  aunt,  who  was 
now  to  be  brought  forward  full  of 
teftimony  to  the  infanity  of  her 


niece,  and  acknowledging,  with  & 
bafe  and  bold  defiance  of  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  a  relative,  and  the  faith  of 
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a  virtuous  woman,  that  (he  allowed 
her  niece  to  go  a  facrifice  to  the 
altar,  to  fwear  to  the  performance 
of  duties  of  which  fhe  could  not 
know  the  nature;  to  vow  obedi¬ 
ence  to  a  hufband,  while  her  brain 
was  diftorted  with  madnefs  ;  to 
contrad  a  marriage  which  that 
aunt  knew  muft  be  a  nullity  ;  and 
to  load  an  unhappy  and  doting 
hulhand  with  the  fhame,  the  bur¬ 
den,  the  mifery  of  a  lunatic  wife* 
and  propagate  a  race  of  unfortu¬ 
nates,  curfed  with  the  dreadful 
vifitation  of  that  malady  which 
had  made  their  mother  an  objed  of 
mingled  compaffion  and  horror. 
No  ;  this  was  not  credible  ;  it 
was  not  in  human  nature  to  believe 
fo  weak  a  fidion  ;  it  was  not  in 
human  artifice  to  believe  that  fic¬ 
tion  ftrong  ;  the  jury  would  de¬ 
cide  upon  the  fimple  queftion, 
whether  at  the  time  of  folemnizing 
the  marriage,  the  8  th  of  April, 
mifs  Sarah  Ann  Daniels  was  or 
was  not  pofifeft  of  a  found  and  per- 
fed  mind. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
the  attorney-general  ftated,  that 
his  objed  was  to  releafe  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  woman  from  hands  which 
could  now  only  ill-treat  her,  and 
reftore  her  to  the  protedion  and 
fondnefs  of  a  father,  who  had  con- 
fented  to  this  difad  van  tageous 
match  merely  as  a  forlorn  hope, 
to  recover  the  loft  mind  of  his 
daughter,  and  now  was  only  anxi¬ 
ous  to  have  the  power  of  proted- 
ing  and  cherifhing  her. 

After  the  cafe  had  clofed  on 
both  fides,  lord  Ellenborough  re¬ 
capitulated  the  evidence.  —  The 
iffue  which  the  lord  chancellor  had 
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directed  to  he  tried  was,  whether 
Sarah  Ann  Daniels  was  of  compe¬ 
tent  mind  on  the  8th  of  April. 
It  was  recognifed  by  the  wifeft 
principles  of  law,  that  the  a Cls  of 
a  lunatic,  done  in  the  lucid  inter¬ 
vals  of  his  diforder,  were  valid. 
Particularity  of  conduCl  could  not 
defeat  thofe  rights,  fo  facred  in  the 
eye  of  the  law.  There  was  the 
late  cafe  of  a  noble  lord,  who 
diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  the  moft 
eccentric  oddities,  fitting  during 
the  day  in  a  woman’s  old  red  cloak 
in  a  window,  having  a  particular 
difh  every  night  for  fupper,  and 
other  deviations  from  the  ufual 
manner  of  fociety*  But  thofe 
fhould  not  invalidate  the  precious 
rights  fecured  by  the  laws.  Mifs 
Daniels,  doubtlefs*  muft  have  re¬ 
tained  the  veftiges  of  her  diforder. 
Madnefs  left  its  deep  impreffion  on 
the  countenance:  there  was  the 
Wandering  of  the  eyes*  the  pale- 
nefs,  the  wild  and  melancholy 
look,  even  when  the  mind  had 
fhaken  off  the  weight  of  its  lafb 
and  direft  calamity.  There  could 
be  no  feeling  for  the  defendant  ; 
his  cafe  was  as  weighty  and  as 
dark  as  ever  came  before  the  court. 
He  had  but  an  election  of  crimes* 
He  had  entered  into  a  foul  and  in¬ 
famous  confpiracy  with  the  aunt, 
to  do  an  aCl  which  drew  down  the 
heavieft  vengeance  of  the  inful  ted 
laws,  to  violate  the  order  which 
commands  that  marriage  Ihould 
not  be  contracted  where  this 
dreadful  difeafe  of  the  mind  flood 
to  prohibit  its  celebration  $  or  he 
was  guilty  of  the  ftill  more  foul 
and  infamous  crime  of  confpiring 
with  that  woman  to  break  down  a 
lawful  marriage,  to  tear  a  wife 
from  her  hufband,  to  make  her 
marriage  an  illegitimate  rite,  and 
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her  children  baftards  before  the 
world.  He  defied  the  genius  of 
man  to  find  out  any  other  than  the 
miferable  Option  of  one  of  thofe 
great  offences  againfl:  feeling,  a- 
gainft  fociety,  againfl  law,  and 
againfl  religion. 

The  jury,  after  a  fhort  confu¬ 
tation,  found  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff. 

Millis  Vi  Flsnver. — Mr.  Park, 
who  addreffed  the  court,  flared 
this  to  be  an  a&ion  for  a  breach  of 
promife  of  marriagei 

He  faid,  the  plaintiff  in  this 
cafe,  a  woman  about  40  years  of 
age,  is  the  daughter  of  a  refpeft- 
able  ribbon  manufacturer  refiding 
at  Coventry  ;  the  defendant  is 
alfo  a  ribbon  manufacturer  at  Co¬ 
ventry,  and  a  wholefale  dealer  in 
Gutter-lane,  Cheapfide.  The  pre- 
fent  aCtion  was  brought  to  recover 
a  compenfation  in  damages.  The 
cireumftances  which  appeared  in 
evidence  were  fhortly  thefe  : — In 
the  fummer  of  1804*  the  defen¬ 
dant,  who  is  a  methodift,  being  in 
bad  health,  went  for  change  of 
air  to  the  houfe  of  a  friend  at  Co¬ 
ventry  ;  whilfl  there  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  fall  from  his  horfe, 
by  which  accident  his  flioulder 
was  contufed.  Mifs  Millis*  hear¬ 
ing  of  the  accident,  fent  him  a 
bottle  of  lotion  to  bathe  the 
bruifed  limb  with,  and,  induced  by 
kindnefs  of  difpofition,  afterwards 
vifited  him,  to  fee  it  properly  ap¬ 
plied  :  this  kindnefs  made  a  very 
flrong  impreffion  on  the  mind  of 
the  defendant,  who  having  re¬ 
cently  loft  his  wife,  and  being  not 
more  than  ten  years  older  than  the 
plaintiff,  felt  perfuaded  that  fhd 
would  prove  a  proper  perfon  to  fill 
up  the  vacancy  in  his  heart :  he 
declared  his  affeCtion  in  due  form* 

and. 
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and,  it  appeared,  did  not  meet  with 
a  repulfe ;  for  on  the  defendant’s 
return  to  London,  which  took 
place  foon  after,  a  correfpondence 
commenced  betwixt  them,  which 
continued  till  June  1805. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  read 
fome  of  the  letters :  the  firft  was 
dated  the  9th  of  September,  1804, 
and  was  to  the  following  effedf  :  — 

“  My  dear  Mary,-— I  received 
your  letter  of  the  29th  of  Auguft  ; 
the  contents  cheered  my  heart  very 
much.  You  may  think  me  too 
old  for  thefe  profeflions.  I  could 
not  help  killing  your  dear  letter 
over  and  over  again  before  de¬ 
ft  roying  it  :  you  are  very  cruel  to 
bid  me  deftroy  them.  The  world 
is  full  of  vanities,  but  you  are  the 
Only  thing  in  it  I  wilh  to  realize. 

[“  Here,”  faid  the  learned  coun- 
fel,  “  comes  an  inftance  of  abomi¬ 
nable  mifufe  of  Scripture  language 
* — of  an  impudent  praftice  of  con¬ 
ceiving  that  all  his  trifling  and 
foolilh  movements  are  obje&s  of 
immediate  intereft  to  a  particular 
providence/'] 

fi  I  have  been  much  ruffled  in 
fpirit  this  morning,  by  fighting 
with  an  impudent  maid  fervant ;  1 
fent  her  off,  however ;  but  by  the 
kindnefs  of  Providence,  the  trial 
has  been  made  up  to  me  in  the 
fvveetnefs  of  my  girl’s ;  1  have 
been  recompenfed  too  by  getting  a 
maid  from  Oxford  (rather  a  Angu¬ 
lar  place  of  feleftion,  faid  Mr. 
Park).;  fhe  is  likely  to  be  a  good 
one ;  but,  my  dear,  I  am  tired  of 
leading  a  fingle  life  ;  keep  me  near 
your  heart.” 

[“  And  here,”  faid  the  learned 
counfel,  ((  is  one  inftance  Of  what 
we  have  all  heard  fo  much  about— 
the  ingenuity  of  love.  Mr.  Flower 
would  not  condcfcend  to  ufe  the 


common  mode  of  writing  the  word 
heart — he  takes  the  trouble  of  draw¬ 
ing  an  awkward  emblem,  a  cheefe- 
cake-heart,  upon  his  paper,  and 
fends  this  effigy  of  his  paflion  to 
his  only  beloved.”] 

“  I  don’t  mind  what  the  world 
fays ;  1  am  accountable  only  to 
Providence.  I  don’t  know  how  I 
fhall  go  to  Coventry,  for  I  cannot 
return  and  leave  you  behind  ;  yet 
I  would  not  wifli  to  marry  till 
March,  as  by  that  time  my  wife 
will  have  been  a  year  dead/' 

He  came  to  Coventry,  quarrelled 
with  the  plaintiff  on  fome  frivolous 
pretence,  returned  to  London,  and 
finally  married  another.  This  was 
in  1805.  “  1  am  not  inclined,”  faid 
Mr.  Park,  (( to  approve  of  this  de¬ 
lay  ;  but  much  may  be  alleged  for 
it ;  the  uncertainty  whether  the  de¬ 
fendant  might  not  be  prevailed  on 
to  do  Mifs  Millis  juftice;  the 
fhame  and  pain  which  a  refpe&able 
female  felt  in  becoming  fo  much  an 
object  for  the  public  eye  as  an 
appeal  to  public  juftice  generally 
makes  her ;  and  laft,  though  an 
inferior  confideration,  her  wilh  to 
have  him  (Mr.  Park)  as  her  coun¬ 
fel.  She  might  have  found  a  much 
better  ;  but  fuch  was  her  fancy,  for 
he  could  call  it  nothing  more. 
Some  cafual  obftruftions  had  hi¬ 
therto  prevented  his  being  on  the 
fpot  when  the  trial  was  to  come  on  ; 
and  fhe  had  delayed  it  until  he 
could,  as  on  this  day,  difcharge  a 
duty  which  he  felt  one  of  the  mod 
painful  and  moft  important  that 
was  ever  impofed  upon  him. — He 
felt  that  there  could  be  no  hope  of 
throwing  afperfions  on  her  charac¬ 
ter  :  for  if  the  attempt  were  made, 
it  could  only  enhance  the  da¬ 
mages. 

A  book-keeper  of  the  defendant’s 
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Was  then  fworn  to  give  evidence  to 
the  hand-writing  of  the  letters. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Marryat. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  hand  ? — 
A.  I  can’t  fay  that— I  believe 
I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  fwear  you  don’t 
know  ?— A.  I  am  not  fure  that  I 
don’t. 

By  Lord  Ellenborough. — Q.  If 
you  received  that  letter  in  your 
hand,  would  you  a&  upon  it  as  if 
it  were  the  defendant’s  writing  ?— 
A.  I  believe  not. 

Q.  Anfwer  me  promptly,  fir  !  a 
witnefs  who  hefitates  as  you  have 
done  only  implicates  his  own  cha¬ 
racter. — A.  My  lord,  I  hope  my 
character  is  well  known  in  London  ; 
but  Mr.  Flower  ufed  to  write  dife 
ferent  hands ;  he  was  often  un¬ 
well  ;  he  ufed  to  write  fliort- 
hand ;  he  was  fhy  of  letting  me 
fee  him  write. 

Q.  What,  fir !  in  his  ordinary 
bufinefs  did  he  ufe  fhort-hand  ? 
You  muft  fee  the  improbability, 
the  grofs  improbability  of  your 
teftimony  where  you  attempt  a  faff, 
and  its  prevarication  where  you 
hazard  a  conjecture-:  Pray,  fir,  in 
what  capacity  were  you  connefred 
with  Mr.  Flower  ?— A.  I  was  his 
book-keeper. 

Q,  His  book-keeper,  and  not 
have  the  fainteft  recollection  of  his 
hand  !  Go  down  from  that  box, 
fir,  you  have  told  us  enough.  Go 
along  ;  you  may  read  your  hiftory 
in  the  eyes  of  the  gentlemen 
around  you. 

Another  witnefs  was  then  called, 
who  proved  the  hand-writing. 

The  letters  were  then  read.  The 
firft  was  that  which  we  have  alrea¬ 
dy  given ;  the  fecond  was  dated 
October,  and  was  in  fubftance  as 
follows - 


t(  My  dear  Mary,— This  appears 
a  long  filence ;  but  as  I  was  going 
out  of  town,  I  was  afraid  your  let¬ 
ters  might  fall  into  other  hands 
than  my  own;  I  am  truly  weary 
of  living  alone6  Oh  !  for  the  dear 
comforts  of  a  woman’s  fociety  !  I 
long  to  fee  you  at  the  head  of  my 
table — to  fee  you  my  wife  ;  that  is 
the  only  hope  that  can  make  life 
defirable.” 

The  next  was  November,  1804* 

iS  My  dear— Oh,  how  I  long  to 
fee  you  !  You  fay  you  have  been 
too  open  with  me.  Don’t  be  afraid 
of  being  too  open  ;  I  fhall  foon  go 
to  the  country  ;  then  I  expeCt  to 
find  you  ready  to  obey.  I  muft 
have  you  all  paffive  obedience  and 
non-refiftance.  We  have  preach¬ 
ing  every  day  and  night  in  town 
here,  but  I  ftill  find  that  I  want  a 
tafte  for  divine  things.  Keep  your 
hand  in,  my  love  ;  your  firft  letter 
was  very  legible,  but  your  laft  I 
could  not  make  out.  God  blefs 
you ! 

Your’s,  “B.F.” 

Some  of  the  fucceeding  letters 
were  occupied  with  cenfures  of  the 
talkative  fpirit  of  the  country  peo¬ 
ple.  The  laft  was  dated  April, 
1805 

“  Dear  Mary,— I  regret  to  hear 
that  you  are  unwell ;  but  if  ever  I 
fhould  fee  you  in  the  jiejh ,  I  will 
make  it  up  to  you  :  I  know  you 
feel  reluCtance  in  parting  with  your 
father  and  mother ;  but  you  will 
be  ufed  to  that.  I  have,  fince  I 
faw  you,  been  offered  two  large 
fums  of  money  in  marriage ;  but 
if  I  fail  of  you,  I  fhall  remain  as  I 
am  ;  I  would  not  have  the  queen  ! 
The  moment  I  got  your  letter,  I 
was  confulting  with  the  doCtor 
about  Maria’s  health— for,  as  Dr. 
Watts  fays— 
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“  The  dear  delights,  we  dote  oil  now. 
And  fondly  call  our  own. 

Are  but  fhort  favours  borrow’d  now. 

To  be  repaid  anon.” 

Every  part  of  your  letter  gave  me 
great  joy  ;  don’t  think  of  any  un- 
kindnefs  in  my  anfwering  you  now. 
I  am  in  great  trouble.  Your’s, 

“  B.  F.” 

This  was  followed  by  a  note 
from  Stoney  Stratford,  mentioning 
that  the  journey  difagreed  with  his 
daughter*  and  that  he  would  be  in 
Coventry  next  day  to  dinner. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Brook fbank,  dif- 
Tenting  minifter  at  Haberdafher’s 
Hall,  was  called  to  prove  that  the 
defendant  was  now  a  married  man, 
and  that  he  had  a  child  fince  his 
la  ft  marriage.  On  his  crofs-exa- 
mination  by  Mr.  Garrow,  he  ftated 
that  the  defendant  was  remarkably 
fickly,  and  had  had  a  paralytic 
ftroke. 

The  defence  fet  up  was,  that 
there  was  a  concerted  plan  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiff,  to  draw  from 
the  defendant,  who  was  in  a  very 
infirm  ftate,  a  promife  of  marriage, 
which  neither  the  lady’s  age,  nor 
his  own  conftitution,  would  permit 
him  to  fulfil ;  and  that  he  had  fxnce 
married  a  grave  matronly  woman, 
more  fuited  to  his  age  and  infirmi¬ 
ties.  From  the  defendant’s  own 
evidence,  however,  it  appeared  that 
the  lady  whom  he  had  married 
was  feveral  years  younger  than  the 
plaintiff;  and  that  fince  his  mar¬ 
riage,  notwithftanding  his  alleged 
infirm  ftate  of  health,  his  family 
had  been  increafed  by  the  birth  of 
a  fine  boy. 

After  a  reply  by  Mr,  Park, 

Lord  Ellenborough  addreffed  the 
jury  in  a  charge  of  great  eloquence 
and  impreflivenefs.  He  peculiarly 
animadverted  upon  the  language 


of  fome  of  the  letters,  which  he 
termed  a  difgufting  mixture  of 
lafeivioufnefs  and  fanaticifm,  tend¬ 
ing  to  degrade  Chriftianity,  by 
mingling  its  high  andfacred  names 
with  the  meannefs  and  abomination 
of  the  loweft  earthly  impurity. 
After  giving  an  able  view  of  the 
innocence  of  the  plaintiff’s  objects, 
and  the  manifeft  injury  which  had 
been  done  to  her,  he  left  the  repa¬ 
ration  to  the  jury. 

The  jury,  after  a  few  moments 
confultation,  found  a  verdiCt  for 
the  plaintiff — Damages  five  hun¬ 
dred  pounds. 

,  Liverpool.  Fall  of  St. 

*  Nicholas  Church .  —  The 
dreadful  calamity  which  happened 
at  this  place  on  Sunday  laft,  the 
ioth,  has  left  the  moft  awful  im- 
preffions  on  the  mind  of  every 
perfon  who  is  capable  of  the  leaft 
reflection,  not  only  in  Liverpool, 
but  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom 
through  which  the  news  of  this 
melancholy  difafter  has  been  dif- 
fufed.  As  far  as  written  records 
extend,  or  the  living  memory  can 
reach,  we  believe  that  no  cafualty 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  town  of  Li¬ 
verpool  has  produced  fuch  deft  rue-' 
tion  of  human  life,  as  that  which 
we  are  about  to  record. 

On  Sunday  morning,  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  before  the  commencement  of 
divine  fervice,  while  the  bells  of 
the  parifh  church  of  St.  Nicholas 
were  ringing  the  fecond  peal,  a 
portion  of  the  congregation  being 
already  aflembled  in  the  church* 
and  more  collected  in  the  yard,  and 
juft  as  the  officiating  clergyman 
was  about  to  enter  the  building, 
the  key-ftone  of  the  tower  gave 
way,  when  the  north  eaft  corner, 
together  with  the  adjoining  walls, 
and  the  whole  of  the  fpire,  which 
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wai  ere&ed  on  the  tower,  inftantly 
burll  through  the  roof,  and  fell 
along  the  centre  aide.  The  ruins 
extended  nearly  to  the  communion 
rails,  bearing  down,  and  demolifh- 
ing  the  weftern  gallery,  the  organ, 
the  reading  delk,  and  fuch  of  the 
feats  in  the  body  of  the  church  as 
they  encountered  in  their  progrefs. 
The  nrft  impulfe  of  aftonifhment 
and  di foray,  oceafioned  by  the  fud- 
den  and  tremendous  fhock,  was 
fucceeded  by  a  fcene  of  confufion, 
grief,  and  anguifh,  which  language 
is  unable  to  defcribe. 

The  accident  having  mod:  pro¬ 
videntially  taken  place  about  ten 
minutes  before  the  ufual  time  of 
beginning  the  feryice,  not  more 
than  fifteen  or  twenty  grown  per- 
fons  were  in  the  church  at  the 
time,  and  of  thefe  the  greater  part 
efeaped  ;  but  the  children  of  the 
Moorlield  charity  fchool,  who 
regularly  march  in  procefiron  from 
the  fchool  to  the  church  fomewhat 
earlier  than  the  time  of  fervice, 
had  partly  entered.  The  boys  fol¬ 
lowing  laft,  all  efeaped  ;  but  of  the 
girls,  who  were  either  entering, 
or  proceeding  up  the  aide,  we  la¬ 
ment  to  date  that  a  great  number 
were  inftantly  overwhelmed  be¬ 
neath  the  falling  pile.  The  whole 
number  of  bodies  taken  out  from 
the  ruins  were  twenty-feven.  Of 
thefe,  twenty-two  were  either 
dead,  or  died  almoft  immediately 
after  their  removal ;  five  were  ta¬ 
ken  to  the  infirmary,  of  whom  one 
died  very  foon  afterwards,  and 
another  died  yefterday.  The  hi¬ 
deous  crafh  of  the  fteeple,  and  the 
piercing  fhriek  which  immediately 
ifiiied  from  thofe  who  had  efeaped 
in  the  church,  or  were  witneffes  of 
the  cataftrophe  in  the  church-yard, 
immediately  brought  a  large  con. 
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courfe  of  people  to  the  fpot,  and 
we  notice  with  pleafurc  the  prompt 
exertions  which  were  immediately 
made  for  refeuing  the  unfortunate 
vi&ims,  by  the  immediate  removal 
of  the  fallen  mafonry,  which  were 
continued  with  unabated  attention 
until  the  whole  of  the  bodies  were 
extricated,  notwithftanding  the  me¬ 
nacing  appearance  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  part  of  the  tower.  Accidents 
of  this  kind  ufually  give  rife  to 
many  hair-breadth  and  furprifing 
efcapes.  We  have  collefted  the 
following  from  authentic  informa¬ 
tion. 

The  ringers,  though  apparently 
expofed  to  the  greateft  danger,  were 
all  fortunate  enough  to  efcape, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  who 
was  caught  in  the  ruins  along  with 
a  boy  of  14.  years  of  age,  who 
was  in  the  fieeple  at  the  fame 
time.  They  were,  however,  both 
immediately  extricated  by  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  other  ringers.  The 
man  was  but  slightly  wounded  ; 
but  the  boy  is  fince  dead.  The 
alarm,  it  appears,  was  given  to 
the  ringers  by  the  falling  of  a 
ftone  upon  the  fifth  bell,  which 
prevented  its  fwfng,  upon  which 
they  immediately  ran  out,  A  mo¬ 
ment  did  not  elapfe  before  the 
bells,  beams,  and  the  upper  floors, 
fell  to  the  bottom  of  the  tower, 
and  their  efcape  would  have  been 
impolfible,  had  not  the  belfry  been 
upon  the  ground  floor. 

..  A  curious  well,  of  Roman 
‘mafonry,  has  lately  been  difi- 
covered  by  the  workmen  employed 
in  digging  the  mound,  on  which 
the  half-moon  battery  lately  flood 
at  Newcaftle,  in  order  to  procure 
a  firm  foundation  for  the  new  court- 
houfes  for  the  county  of  Northum¬ 
berland.  It  is  fituated  thirty  feet 
[X  3]  below 
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below  the  furface,  and  is  formed 
of  fine  hewn  ftone.  Within  a  few 
yards  of  the  well,  two  very  large 
horns,  refembling  thofe  of  a  flag, 
and  the  jaw-bones  of  the  animal 
were  found.  On  digging  further, 
a  great  number  of  large  beams  of 
folid  oak,  fome  perfe&ly  found, 
others  as  rotten  as  dull,  lying  in  a 
variety  of  directions,  have  been 
met  with.  The  above  circum- 
ftarices  have  given  rife  to  a  variety 
of  fpeculations  as  to  the  probabi¬ 
lity  of  the  whole  of  that  immenfe 
mound  being  the  production  of  art. 

,  The  village  of  Selva  (in 

*  the  Grisons’  country),  unfor¬ 
tunately  fituated  among  the  moun¬ 
tains,  has  been  nearly  carried  away 
by  avalanches,  which  have  de- 
ftroyed  and  thrown  down  feveral 
buildings.  And  a  letter  from 
Bergamo  fays,  that  on  Feb.  22, 
at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
the  little  village  of  Trabuhella, 
in  the  valley  of  Brembana,  was 
almoft  completely  buried  under  an 
enormous  avalanche ,  which  break¬ 
ing  off  from  the  mountain,  fwept 
along  with  it  rocks,  trees,  and 
houfes.  Thirty  of  the  fufferers 
by  this  lamentable  event  have  been 
already  dug  out,  and  it  is  feared 
that  a  much  greater  number  will 
ft  ill  be  found. 

Died  — John  Hoppner,  efq. 
R.  A.  inCharles-ftreet,  St.  James’s- 
fquare,  one  of  the  moft  eminent 
portrait. painters  fince  the  time  of 
Reynolds,  He  might  indeed  have 
merited  the  praife  of  being  the  firft, 
if  he  had  not  fo  clofely  imitated 
the  ftyle  of  that  great  matter,  as 
it  related  to  the  fpirit  and  ele¬ 
gance  of  his  touch,  forcible  effect 
of  light  and  (hade,  picturefque 
back. grounds,  graceful  fimplicity 
of  attitude,  and  efpecially  the 
richnefs  and  harmony  of  colouring, 
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in  which  he  certainly  excelled  all 
his  cotemporaries.  In  fome  of  his 
beft  coloured  works,  fuch  as  the 
Nymph ,  in  pofteffion  of  Sir  J. 
Leicefter,  the  vivacity,  truth,  and 
delicacy  of  the  various  fleftiy  tints, 
have  fcarcely  been  furpafled  by  any 
mafter.  But  if  he  oould  boaft  of 
difplaying  much  of  the  merit,  he 
poffeffed  the  faults  of  his  proto¬ 
type,  efpecially  that  of  incorredt 
drawing  of  the  human  figure. 

In  Jamaica,  Mrs.  E.  Fletcher, 
aged  120. 

At  Newnham,  Gloucefterfhire, 
Ann  Robins,  aged  103. 


MARCH. 

,  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
3  *  Prince  of  Wales  has  made  a 
magnificent  prefent  to  the  Univer- 
fity  of  Oxford,  through  their 
chancellor.  Lord  Grenville.  He 
has  requefted  the  noble  lord  to  pre¬ 
fent  to  that  learned  body,  in  his 
name,  the  whole  of  the  papyri  ref- 
cued  out  of  the  ruins  of  Hercula¬ 
neum,  which  were  prefented  to 
him  by  the  King  of  Sicily,  toge¬ 
ther  with  thofe  which  his  royal 
highnefs  has  been  the  means  of  ob¬ 
taining  by  his  own  exertions,  with 
all  the  fruits  of  the  labours  em¬ 
ployed  in  recovering  the  text.  The 
learned  body  have  expreffed  their 
moft  lively  gratitude  for  this  moft 
gracious  mark  of  his  attention  ; 
and  we  have  no  doubt  but  that  the 
ingenuity  and  induftry  of  their  beft 
fcholars  will  be  employed  in  ftill 
further  bringing  to  light  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  treafures  they  have 
received. 

Mr.  Fuller,  whofe  fpeeches  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  frequently 
excite  the  rifibility  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  on  Tuefday  evening  exhi¬ 
bited 
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lilted  himfelf  there  in  a  new  cha¬ 
racter.  It  Teems  the  houfe  being 
in  a  committee  on  the  Walcheren 
inquiry,  and  Lord  Chatham  under 
examination,  this  honourable  re- 
prefentative  conceived  it  proper  to 
put  feveral  queftions  to  his  lord- 
fhip,  which,  unfortunately  for  Mr. 
Fuller,  were  totally  difregarded 
by  that  nobleman,  and  alfo  by  the 
houfe.  This  excited  the  wrath  of 
the  Suft'ex  member,  who  exclaimed 
with  menacing  geftures — that  his 
queftions  had  as  much  right  to  be 
attended  to  as  thofe  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer. — G — d 
d — n  me,  sir,”  faid  he,  (<  I  have 
as  much  right  to  be  heard,  as  any 
man  nvho  is  paid  for  filling  the  place 
he  holds.” 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
moved,  “  that  the  words  of  the 
hon.  member  fhould  be  taken 
down  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  houfe  then  refumed ;  and 
Sir  J.  Anstruther,  the  chairman, 
reported  the  exprefiions  of  Mr, 
Fuller. 

The  fpeaker  then  informed  the 
houfe,  that  it  had  come  to  his 
knowledge  that  a  member  had  ufed 
unparliamentary  language,  which 
was  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
that  honourable  houfe.  He  felt 
forry  that  it  would  become  his  duty 
to  name  him. 

Mr.  Fuller — u  You  need  not  be 
diffident — it’s  I,  Jack  Fuller.” 

The  fpeaker  ordered  the  hon. 
member  to  withdraw  ;  but  he  de¬ 
clined,  until  feveral  of  his  friends 
interfered. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
then  moved,  “  that  he  fhould  be 
taken  into  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant- 
at-arms  which  was  agreed  to 
without  a  diflenting  voice. 

Mr.  Fuller,  who  was  in.  the 
Jobby,  on  the  vote  of  the  houfe 


being  communicated  to  him,  rufhe 
into  the  body  of  the  houfe,  and’ 
in  a  loud  voice,  faid,  the  fpeaker 
had  not  the  power  or  authority  to 
order  him  into  cuftody  ;  he  (the 
fpeaker)  was  only  the  fervant  of 
the  members,  and,  by  their  fub- 
mitting  to  him,  they  had  made 
him  their  mafter  ;  he  meant  (i  the 
infignificant  little fielloav  in  the  rwig.>> 

The  fpeaker  directed  the  fer- 
jeant-at-arms  fhould  collect  jhe 
perfons  under  his  command,  to  re¬ 
move  Mr.  Fuller  by  force  from  the 
houfe.  It  was  with  difficulty  that 
the  ferjeant  and  four  meflengers 
took  him  into  cuftody. 

On  Thurfday  Mr.  Fuller  was 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe  in 
the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant-at- arms, 
where,  on  receiving  a  fevere  re¬ 
primand  from  the  fpeaker,  and  a 
proper  admonition  in  cafe  of  future 
fimilar  tranfgreffions,  he  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  difeharged,  on  paying 
Iiis  fees. 

It  would  be  neither  decent  nor 
refpe&ful  to  enter  into  further  par¬ 
ticulars  of  this  curious  feene  :  fuf- 
fice  it  to  fay,  that  during  the  time 
it  lafted,  the  uproar  was  very  great. 
Mr.  Fuller  fought  like  a  lion,  and 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
that  five  perfons  could  take  him 
into  cuftody. 

,  Court  of  Common  Pleas.— 
^  *  Cohen  v.  Bocker. — -This  was 
an  a&ion  by  a  merchant  of  the 
city  againft  the  defendant,  a  Swe- 
difh  phyfician,  to  recover  30/.  as 
the  value  of  a  pafte  ftar  intruded 
to  the  defendant’s  care.  It  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  plaintiff’s  daughter 
h.aving  gone  to  the  opera-houfe  on 
the  night  of  the  celebration  of  the 
jubilee,  wearing  a  hat  in  which 
there  was  a  diamond  star,  and  feel¬ 
ing  herfelf  incommoded  with  the 
weight  of  it  in  the  courfe  of  the 
[X  4]  dancing^ 
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dancing,  gave  it  to  her  partner, 
requefting  that  he  would  find  out 
a  place  where  it  might  be  fafely 
depofited.  The  lady's  partner  fee¬ 
ing  the  defendant,  whom  he  knew 
to  be  a  gentleman  of  refpeftability, 
in  a  box,  requefted  him  to  take 
charge  of  Mifs  Cohen's  hat,  which 
the  defendant  undertook  to  do. 
When  the  hat  came  to  be  reclaimed, 
however,  the  diamond  (lar  was 
gone.  To  recover  a  compenfation 
for  this  lofs  the  prefent  acftion  was 
brought. 

For  the  defendant  it  was  con¬ 
tended,  that  he  could  not  be  liable, 
the  charge  he  took  of  the  hat  and 
star  being  purely  gratuitous.  It 
appeared  that  several  perfons  had 
jumped  over  the  box,  by  fome  of 
whom  the  ftar  might  have  been 
taken  away. 

Sir  James  Mansfield  laid  it  down, 
that  the  defendant  not  being  to  re¬ 
ceive  any  remuneration  for  taking 
charge  of  the  hat  and  ftar  in  ques¬ 
tion,  was  not  fubjedt  to  that  de¬ 
gree  of  refponfibiliry  which  attached 
to  a  carrier,  or  other  perfon  en- 
trufted  with  the  care  of  property. 
Having,  however,  undertaken  the 
fafe  cuftody  of  the  articles  in  quef- 
tion,  he  was  bound  to  beftow  the 
fame  care  in  protecting  them  as  a 
man  might  naturally  be  fuppofed 
to  beftow  in  protecting  his  own 
property.  With  thcfe  obfervations, 
he  left  the  cafe  to  the  jury.  Ver¬ 
di  dl  for  the  plaintiff — Damages  io/. 

.  A  tremendous  hail. 

10  ftorm  occurred  on  the  ioth 
ultimo,  in  the  department  of  the 
Lower  Alps,  which  has  done  very 
confiderable  damage.  Many  of 
the  hail-ftones  were  as  large  as  a 
goofe’s  egg,  and  weighed  upwards 
of  a  quarter  of  a  pound.  Six  pea- 
fan  ts  were  killed,  many  others 


wounded,  and  the  lofs  in  cattle, 
&c.  is  incalculable. 

Coroner’s  Inquejl. — An  in- 
quifttion  was  taken  yefterday 
at  the  Brown  Bear  public-houfe, 
Horfe-ferry,  Weftminfter,  on  the 
body  of  the  Hon.  William  Frederick. 
Eden,  (the  fon  of  Lord  Auckland) 
a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Weft¬ 
minfter  volunteers,  who  was  found 
drowned  in  the  Thames,  on  Sun¬ 
day. 

The  body  of  the  unfortunate 
gentleman  was  yesterday  in  a  pu¬ 
trid  ftate,  it  having  changed  ma¬ 
terially  ftnee  taken  out  of  the  water. 

Richard  Weftern,  a  bargeman, 
ftated,  that  on  Sunday,  about  halt 
paft  twelve  o'clock,  he  was  going 
on  fhore  in  a  Ikiff,  from  a  barge 
moored  off  Lambeth-palace,  with 
his  apprentice,  when  he  perceived 
fomething  drifting  in  the  water, 
about  20  yards  from  the  ftiore,  op- 
pofite  Finch's  warf,  which  he  took 
for  a  piece  of  tarpauling.  It  was 
ebb-tide,  and  on  approaching  the 
object,  and  touching  it  with  a 
boat-hook,  witnefs  difeovered  it 
to  be  a  human  body,  and  it  imme¬ 
diately  turned  with  the  face  up¬ 
wards.  The  body  was  fafteneci 
aftern,  and  conveyed  to  the  fhore, 
when  a  man  of  the  name  of  Swan, 
faid  it  was  Mr.  Eden,  for  whom 
a  great  reward  was  offered.  Wit¬ 
nefs  immediately  went  to  Lord 
Auckland’s,  and  afervant-maid  and 
a  foot-boy  recognized  the  body. 
It  was  conveyed  to  the  Brown 
Bear,  and  on  fearching  the  pockets 
a -receipt  was  in  a  pocket-book  for 
6ooA  paid  to  Drummond  and  Co* 
13/.  in  notes,  and  fome  filver,  and 
a  gold  watch  feal,  befides  other 
articles.  According  to  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  body,  witness  fup¬ 
pofed  it  might  have  been  a  fort¬ 
night 
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night  in  the  water,  hut  it  might 
have  been  fix  weeks  at  this  feafon 
of  the  year,  if  buried  in  fand.  A 
fcratch,  vifible  in  the  forehead, 
might  have  been  occafioned  by  the 
gravel. 

Mr.  Holt,  furgeon,  in  Abing- 
don-ftreet,  dated,  that  the  de- 
ceafed,  on  Friday  evening,  the 
19th  of  January,  the  day  he  was 
miffing,  was  with  Mr.  Stables,  the 
adjutant  of  the  Weftminfter  corps, 
who  lives  in  Mr.  Holt’s  houfe. 
He  had  called  at  witnefs’s  houfe 
to  enquire  for  Stable’s  apartment ; 
and  fometime  after,  whilft  writing 
in  the  parlour,  he  heard  him  in  the 
paffage  trying  to  get  out,  and  wit¬ 
nefs  went  with  a  light.  The  de- 
ceafed  had  thrown  down  a  long 
broom,  which  prevented  him  from 
opening  the  door,  and  witnefs 
jocularly  obferved,  (<  You  are 
fhouldering  your  mufket,  colonel/* 
He  Teemed  not  to  regard  what  wit¬ 
nefs  faid,  and  he  went  out  without 
any  reply,  which  witnefs  thought 
was  rather  drange,  as  they  were 
acquainted.  Witnefs  never  con¬ 
ceived  the  deceafed  to  be  in  the 
lead  deranged. 

Mr.  Stables  dated,  that  the  de» 
ceafed  called  on  him  at  nine  o’clock 
in  the  morning  of  Friday,  and 
witnefs  called  on  the  colonel  at 
eleven^  and  paid  him  600/.  on  ac- 
count  of  the  corps.  The  deceafed 
called  on  witnefs  again  at  five,  and 
after  abfenting  himfelf  a  fhort 
time,  he  returned  and  daid  an 
hour  and  a  half.  They  were  fet¬ 
tling  military  matters,  and  the 
deceafed  darted  from  his  chair  on 
a  fudden,  and  went  down  dairs, 
before  witness  could  even  ring  for 
a  fervant,  without  faying  a  word. 
Fie  had  previoufly  defired  Mr. 
Stables  to  call  on  him  on  Monday 
corning,  at  eleven  o’clock,  and 


bring  the  papers  with  him.  Wit¬ 
nefs  knew  the  deceafed  well,  but 
he  never  conlidered  him  in  the  leafi- 
deranged.  He  had  been  informed 
that  the  deceafed  went  home  to 
Lord  Auckland’s  after  he  left  him, 
and  he  made  his  own  tea,  and  ap¬ 
peared  perfectly  fane. 

Major  Jones,  belonging  to  the 
Wed  minder  corps,  knew  the  co¬ 
lonel  well,  and  he  never  conceived 
an  idea  that  he  was  deranged  : 
and  this  was  corroborated  by  Mr. 
Figg,  Fiord  Auckland’s  deward. 
On  a  quedion  being  put  by  the 
coroner,  Mr.  Holt  was  of  opinion, 
that  at  this  feafon  of  the  year  a 
body  might  be  a  month  or  five 
weeks  in  the  water  without  being 
putrid,  and  until  in  that  date  it 
never  floated. 

There  was  no  perfon  from  Lord 
Auckland’s  excepting  Mr.  Figg, 
and  the  jury  returned  a  fpecial  ver¬ 
dict  in  regard  to  the  body  of — 
found  drowned  in  the  river,  but  by 
'yjhat  means  it  came  there,  there  was 
no  evidence  before  the  jury. 

At  half. pad  two  o’clock 
in  the  morning  a  fire  was 
difcqvered  in  the  premifes  of  Mr* 
Coe,  oilman  and  tallow-chandler, 
in  Holles-dreet,  Clare-market. 
From  the  combudible  nature  of  the 
materials,  the  flames  in  a  fhort 
time  blazed  up  with  the  utmod 
fury.  The  houfe  was  full  of 
lodgers,  and  five  perfons  are  flip? 
pofed  to  have  perifhed.  A  young 
female,  who  had  been  a  confiderable 
time  in  a  dying  date,  was  taken 
out  by  the  watchman  from  the 
fird  floor,  and  on  being  removed  to 
a  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood  fhc 
expired  in  the  arms  of  her  mother. 
The  unfortunate  parent,  in  her 
anxiety  to  provide  for  the  fafety 
of  her  child,  left  behind  her  zoo, I. 
which  fhc  loft.  The  money  had 
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been  acquired  by  the  Tale  of  a  de-< 
ceafed  hu  {band’s  bufinefs.  The 
flames  foon  fpread  with  the  great- 
eft  rapidity,  and  a  poor  woman, 
the  wife  of  a  tinman,  on  the  fecond 
floor,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  ef- 
cape.  She  was  feen  at  the  window 
calling  for  aid,  when  afliftance 
could  not  be  afforded,  and  remain¬ 
ed  vifible  until  (he  dropped  by  fuf- 
focation.  The  body  appeared, 
after  the  fire  was  extingufthed, 
hanging  to  a  beam  which  fupport- 
ed  the  floor.  The  front  of  the 
houfe  being  without  fupport,  it 
was  confidered  dangerous  to  ven¬ 
ture  up  by  a  ladder  to  the  body. 
A  butcher,  however,  mounted, 
fearlefs  of  the  confequence,  and 
lowered  the  mutilated  and  fcorched 
trunk  down  from  the  window  by  a 
rope.  It  was  then  put  into  a  fhell, 
and  conveyed  to  the  workhoufe. 
After  the  body  had  been  thus 
taken  down,  the  fragment  of  the 
floor  fell  with  a  loud  cralh.  It 
was  faid  that  the  hufband  of  this 
unfortunate  woman,  and  two  lodg¬ 
ers  in  the  garret,  had  fallen  with 
the  ruins,  as  they  had  not  been 
feen  fince.  The  inhabitants  were 
unable  to  fave  much  of  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  fufferers,  and  the 
alarm  and  confufion  which  occur¬ 
red  are  beyond  defeription. 

An  alarming  fire  alfo  happened 
about  one  o’clock  the  fame  morn¬ 
ing  at  a  bonnet-manufadory,  the 
corner  of  Duke-ftreet,  Aldgate, 
which  deftroyed  the  whole  of  the 
premifes  and  furniture.  The 
watchman  obferved  flames  iffuing 
from  the  window  of  the  firft  floor 
of  Mr.  Noyes  ;  he  inftantly  gave 
the  alarm,  and  at  length  Mrs.  N. 
who  flept  in  the  third  ftory,  with 
her  maid-fervant  and  grand¬ 
daughter,  five  ypars  old  (Mr.  N„ 


being  out  of  town),  opened  the 
window,  and  rufhed  to  the  room- 
door,  leaving  the  window  unclof- 
ed  ;  but  tfle  moment  fhe  opened 
the  door,  the  draft  created  by  the 
window  drew  the  devouring  ele¬ 
ment  up  the  flairs  communicating 
with  the  room.  She  ruftied 
through  the  flames,  up  another 
flight  of  flairs,  calling  on  the  fer- 
vant  to  follow,  and  made  her  way 
into  the  (hop,  at  the  top  of  the 
houfe.  Here  ftie  flood  for  fome 
time,  in  a  ftate  of  diffraction, 
waiting  the  approach  of  her  grand¬ 
daughter  and  fervant.  Vain,  how¬ 
ever,  were  her  hopes,  for  fo  irrefif- 
tible  were  the  flames,  that  their 
retreat  was  cut  off.  They  ap¬ 
proached  the  window  to  call  for 
aid,  but  in  two  minutes  the  floor 
funk,  and  they  were  both  plunged 
into  the  heart  of  the  fire.  Their 
remains  were  afterwards  difeover- 
ed.  Mrs.  N.  having  heard  their 
laft  fliriek,  and  concluding  all  was 
over,  now  opened  the  window  of 
the  workfhop,  clambered  on  the 
roof  almoft  in  a  ftate  of  nudity, 
and  fafely  efcaped. 

Between  one  and  two 
o’clock  yefterday  morning, 
an  alarming  fire  broke  out  in  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Cookefley,  the  diftri- 
butor  of  Irifti  ftamps,  in  New  Bof- 
well-court,  Carey-ftreet,  which 
with  the  houfe  adjoining,  was  in  a 
fhort  time  burnt  to  the  ground. 
The  fire  continued  to  rage  with 
great  violence,  and  threatened  de- 
ftriuftion  to  the  whole  neighbour-, 
hood,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Lin¬ 
coln’s  Inn  engine,  which  threw 
an  immenfe  body  of  water,  and 
contributed  materially  to  abate  the 
fury  of  the  flames.  Two  houfea 
were  burnt  in  their  progrefs.  'l'he 
immediate  neighbourhood  pre¬ 
fen  ted 
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fented  a  frightful  fpeClacle.  Mr. 
Hartlhorn’s  cow-houfe  adjoins  the 
court  ;  and  his  cows  were,  for' 
fafety,  driven  into  the  open  fpace 
at  St.  Clement’s  church,  where 
they  added  to  the  melancholy  of 
the  fcene,  by  their  lowing  and 
other  demonftrations  of  terror  and 
alarm.  One  cow  remained  in  the 
houfe  motionlefs  and  panic-ftruck  ; 
no  force  could  drive  her  out :  the 
was  faved. 

g  ^  A  report  exifting  that  a 
young  woman  was  lately 
murdered  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  London  Docks,  the  following 
particulars  relative  to  the  affair 
may  be  depended  on  : — Early  on 
Friday  morning,  as  the  patrole 
was  palling  along  Nightingale- 
lane,  near  the  London  Docks,  he 
heard  a  croaking  noife,  proceeding 
as  he  thought  from  a  perfon  being 
•ftrangled  ;  he  went  to  a  houfe,  and 
on  entering  the  door,  beheld  a 
young  woman  covered  with  blood, 
who  had  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
obtain  afliftance,  by  crying  out 
murder,  as  her  voice  was  inaudible 
from  an  injury  (he  had  received  on 
her  neck,  having  been  Itabbed  in 
feveral  places  with  a  fork,  the 
prongs  of  which  were  broken  ; 
half  of  both  her  lips,  with  the 
corner  of  her  mouth,  were  bit  off ; 
half  of  her  left  ear  gone ;  her 
cheeks  fo  wounded,  bit,  and  torn, 
that  a  great  part  of  one  mud  come 
away.  An  Italian,  who  was  the 
perpetrator  of  this  deed,  after 
fome  reliftance,  was  fecured,  and 
conveyed  to  Lambeth-ftreet  of¬ 
fice,  where  he  has  been  fully  com¬ 
mitted  for  trial.  The  young 
woman  has  not  been  able  to  take 
any  kind  of  fuftenance  fince,  and 
now  lies  in  a  very  deplorable  con¬ 


dition.  Slight  hopes  are,  however, 
entertained  of  her  recovery. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  , 

fugar-baker’s,  in  Tower  !9£ 
ftreet,  in  the  city,  which  raged 
with  much  violence,  and  burnt 
that  houfe  and  the  adjoining.  Two 
other  fires  'took  place  in  the  Bo¬ 
rough,  which  deftroyed  the  houfes 
in  which  they  broke  out,  but  were 
extinguilhed  without  further  da¬ 
mage. 

The  fame  evening  a  fire  broke 
out  in  fome  wooden  premifes  near 
the  end  of  Bury-ftreet,  St.  Mary- 
Axe,  which  greatly  alarmed  the 
neighbourhood,  there  being  an  ex- 
tenfive  oil  'warehoufo  nearly  ad¬ 
joining.  The  prompt  arrival  of 
the  engines,  however,  fpeedily  al¬ 
layed' their  fears. 

The  following  is  the  g  ^ 
ft  ate  of  the  woollen  manu¬ 
facture,  from  the  25  th  of  March, 

1809,  to  ^ie  2^th  March, 

1810,  as  given  in  at  the  laft  Weft- 
Riding  feflions : — Narrow  cloths 
milled  this  year,  151,912  pieces, 
making  5,951,762  yards,  being  an 
increafeof  7, 287  pieces,  or  642,755 
yards. — Broad  cloths  milled  this 
year,  311,239  pieces,  making 
9,826,648  yards,  being  an  in- 
creafe  of  3  1,308  pieces,  or  775,078 
yards.  Total  increafe  in  yards, 
1,417,833.  The  quantity  of 
cloth  manufactured  this  year  has 
been  rarely  exceeded,  and  the  ftock 
on  hand  is  acknowledged  to  be 
fmall, 

Extr  aordinary  hail-jlorm. 

— The  following  is  an  ex- 
trad  of  a  letter  from  a  moft  re- 
fpedable  Zemindar  in  Zillah  Gun- 
toor,  to  a  gentleman  at  Mafulipa- 
tam  : — At  Ibrahimpatmam,  eight 
or  nine  miles-  from  Amaravaty, 

only 
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only  a  fquall  of  wind  and  rain  was 
experienced.  On  the  27  th  of 
March,  1810,  at  one  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  a  rainbow  was 
found  round  the  fun,  and  it  re¬ 
mained  until  fun-fet.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  we  faw  in  the  north  fome 
clouds,  which  began  to  fpread  by 
degrees.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the 
night  a  violent  wind  blew,  and 
afionifhingly  covered  the  whole 
town  of  Amaravaty  with  duH ; 
ten  minutes  after  this  the  frozen 
rain  began,  and  fome  Hones  were 
as  big  as  the  fowl’s  egg,  and  fome 
as  big  as  the  goofe’s  egg,  and  fome 
as  big  as  cocoa-nuts  ;  and  at  the 
time  of  its  fo  falling,  the  noife  was 
like  the  firing  of  feveral  guns  at 
one  and  the  fame  time.  All  the 
lanterns,  and  fome  of  the  globes 
which  were  tied  in  the  upflairs  of 
my  houfe,  were  broken  to  pieces. 
This  rain  continued  from  nine  to 
half-paft  ten  o’clock.  When  in 
the  light  of  torches  the  whole 
ground  appeared  as  covered  by 
pure  white  marbles ;  thefe  Hones 
being  diffolved,  the  water  ran  in 
the  flreets,  and  the  people  who 
walked  in  this  water  had  their  legs 
benumbed,  infomuch  that  they 
were  obliged  to  warm  them  at  the 
fire.  We  faw  fometimes  frozen 
rain  before,  but  then  only  here 
fmall  Hones  fell  with  the  rain  ; 
none  of  them  were  equal  to  this 
rain,  becaufe  they  neither  poured 
down  hail  fo  abundantly,  nor  the 
Hones  were  of  fuch  large  fize. 
All  the  old  people  here  fay  that 
they  never  law  fuch  frozen  rain. 
It  rained  from  Vycoontapatam,  a 
village  in  the  Guntoor  Zillah,  up 
to  Daumalore  village,  in  the  Zil- 
lah  of  Mafulipatam,  which  is  two 
«ofes  in  breadth  from  north  to 


fouth,  and  three  cofes  in  length 
from  eaH  to  weH. 

Died. — Caleb  Whitefoord,  Efq. 
of  Argyle-Hreet.  He  was  born  at 
Edinburgh  in  the  year  1734,  and 
was  the  only  fon  of  Colonel  Chas, 
Whitefoord,  third  fon  of  Sir 
Adam  Whitefoord,  Bart,  in  the 
(hire  of  Ayr,  in  North  Britain. 
He  was  placed,  at  an  early  age, 
under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Mundell, 
then  a  diflinguiHied  teacher  in  the 
capital  of  Scotland,  at  whofe  fe- 
minary  he  foon  eclipfed  all  his 
fchool-feliows,  by  his  rapid  pro- 
geefs  in  the  Latin  tongue,  and 
other  branches  of  education,  which 
he  completed  at  the  univerfity  of 
Edinburgh,  the  alma  mater  of  fo 
many  eminent  literary  characters. 
This  uncommon  proficiency  in  claf- 
lical  knowledge,  induced  his  father 
to  breed  him  up  for  the  church  ; 
but  to  the  clerical  profeflion  he  en¬ 
tertained  fuch  Hrong  objeiftions, 
that  the  colonel  was  obliged  to 
relinquifii  his  intentions,  and  to 
fend  him  to  London,  where  he 
was  placed  in  the  counting-houfe 
of  his  friend,  Mr,  Archibald  Stew¬ 
art,  an  eminent  wine  merchant  in 
York  Buildings,  where  young  Ca¬ 
leb  remained  about  four  years,  and 
then  went  over  to  France,  and 
Laid  there  near  two  years  more, 
until  he  became  of  age. 

While  he  remained  in  Mr.  Stew¬ 
art’s  counting-houfe,  his  father  had 
died  at  Galway,  in  Ireland,  colo¬ 
nel  of  the  5th  regiment  of  foot, 
bequeathing  the  principal  part  of 
his  fortune  to  him  and  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Smith,  With  this  pa¬ 
trimony,  on  the  expiration  of  his 
minority,  he  commenced  bufinefs 
in  Craven-fireet,  in  the  Strand,  in 
part ne dh ip  with  Mr.  Thomas 

Brown  j 
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Biown,  a  gentleman  universally 
efteemed  for  his  amiable  qualities 
and  convivial  difpofition.  Mr. 
W.  early  in  life,  evinced  a  lively 
wit,  combined  with  a  certain  pe- 
culiarity  of  humour,  which  ren¬ 
dered  his  company  and  converfa- 
tion  defirable  to  the  raoft  celebrat¬ 
ed  beaux  efprits  of  his  time.  Nor 
was  it  only  in  converfation  that 
his  talents  were  confpicuous.  His 
eiTays  were  equally  admired  for 
novelty  of  idea,  corre&nefs  of 
ftyle,  and  fprightlinefs  of  fatire  ; 
and  to  thofe  we  are  in  fome  mea¬ 
sure  indebted  for  the  emancipation 
of  our  diurnal  prints  from  that 
dullnefs  which,  till  then,  univer¬ 
fally  pervaded  them.  Mr.  White- 
foord  having  conceived  a  great 
friendfhip  for  Mr.  Henry  Wood- 
fall,  fent  his  productions  to  the 
Public  Advertifer,  which  foon 
became  the  political  arena  where 
all  the  combatants  engaged,  and 
all  the  fquibs  of  party  were  thrown. 
He  turned  and  moulded  the  various 
topics  of  the  day  into  all  forts  of 
Shapes  ;  horfe-races,  play. bills, 
auctions,  exhibitions,  and  female 
adminidrations,  became  the  whim- 
final  vehicles  of  his  humour.  The 
mirth  excited  by  thefe,  as  well  as 
his  crofs- readings,  (hip  news  ex¬ 
traordinary,  errors  of  the  prefs, 
&c.  produced  many  imitators ;  but 
they  have  feldom  equalled,  and 
never  excelled,  the  original.  The 
author  was  extremely  carelefs  of 
literary  reputation.  He  amufed 
himfelf  in  the  moments  of  concep¬ 
tion  and  compofition  ;  but  after¬ 
wards  paid  no  manner  of  attention 
to  thofe  children  of  his  brain  :  he 
left  them  expofed  and  deferted  fur 
le  pa<ve>  till  Almon  and  Debrett 
took  them  up,  and  gave  them  an 
afylum  in  the  Foundling  Hofpitnl 


for  Wir,  where  at  lead  a  {lore 
may  be  found.  The  (hafts  of  his 
ridicule  were  fo  happily  directed 
againft  the  petitions,  remon- 
flrances,  and  grievances  of  Wilkes, 
and  other  pfeudo  patriots  of  the 
day,  as  to  attradl  the  notice,  and 
to  obtain  the  approbation,  of  ad- 
miniftration.  Mr.  W.  had  given 
a  humorous  hiftory  of  petitions, 
from  the  firll  petition  of  the  pe¬ 
ruke-makers  to  the  king,  praying 
him  to  wear  a  wig  for  the  benefit 
of  their  trade  :  he  then  took  up 
the  fubjedt  of  more  modern  griev¬ 
ances  and  apprehenfions,  anfwered 
all  thefe  grievances,  and  advertif- 
ed  for  a  new  grievance !  His  fuc- 
cefs  on  this  occafion  was  fo  great, 
that  he  wras  requelled  by  a  perfon 
high  in  office  to  write  a  pam¬ 
phlet  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  mif- 
underltanding  which  fubfided  be¬ 
twixt  this  country  and  Spain, 
relative  to  the  Falkland  Iflands. 
That  talk,  however,  he  de¬ 
clined  ;  but  recommended  Doc¬ 
tor  Samuel  Johnfon  as  the  ableft 
and  propereft  perfon  who  could  be 
deleted  for  this  purpofe.  Mr.  W. 
was  accordingly  authorized  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  this  matter  with  the  doftor, 
which  he  at  length  happily*  con¬ 
cluded  in  concert  with  the  late  Mr. 
Strahan,  the  king’s  printer,  one  of 
johnfon’s  moll  intimate  and  moft 
ufeful  friends.  The  doftor  foon 
after  produced  his  celebrated  pub¬ 
lication,  entitled  the  Falfe  Alarm  ; 
by  which  he  gained  both  money 
and  reputation.  At  this  period  he 
had  conceived  a  high  opinion  of 
Mr.  Whitefoord?s  talle  and  politi¬ 
cal  influence,  and  often  exprefled 
his  approbation  of  his  elfays  and 
fquibs,  pronouncing  them  Superior 
even  to  thofe  of  Dean  Swift.  But 
Mr.  W.’s  pen  was  not  limited  to 
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profe  compofitions ;  his  verfes  on 
various  fubjedts,  and  on  different 
occafions,  po fiefs  equal  fpirit  and 
point.  It  has  been  aflerted  that 
the  fine  arts  have  fuch  an  affinity 
to  each  other,  that  to  have  a  reliffi 
for  one  is  to  be  fufceptible  of  all. 
Whether  this  be  generally  true  or 
not,  we  fhall  not  here  difpute,  but 
content  ourfelves  with  obferving 
that  this  combination  is  remarkably 
exemplified  in  Mr.  W.  who  in  his 
youth  was  at  once  a  refpettable 
proficient  both  in  mufic  and  draw¬ 
ing  :  but  other  avocations  did  not 

O  #  #  0 

permit  him  to  cultivate  thefe  to  the 
extent  which  his  genius  was  capable 
of  attaining.  Although  prevented 
from  reaching  pra&ical  excellence, 
he  did  not  fail  however  to  improve 
in  tafte ;  and  his  judgment  as  a 
connoifleur  has  frequently  been 
appealed  to  in  doubtful  cafes,  when 
even  artifts  have  been  divided  in 
their  opinions.  His  colle&ion  of 
prints  and  pictures,  chiefly  of  the 
Italian  fchool,  do  honour  to  the  pof- 
fefl’or,  both  from  their  number  and 
merit;  but  his  admiration  has  nor, 
like  that  of  fome  'virtuojl ,  been  con¬ 
fined  to  the  ancient  mailers,  for 
many  living  artifts  have  expe¬ 
rienced  the  benefit  of  his  patronage 
and  advice.  Such  acquirements 
naturally  pointed  him  out  to  the 
Society  for  the  encouragement  of 
Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com¬ 
merce,  as  a  proper  perfon  to  pre- 
fide  in  the  committee  of  fine  arts. 
He  was  accordingly  eleded  chair¬ 
man,  and  executed  the  office  for 
feveral  years  with  equal  advantage 
to  the  inftitution,  and  credit  to 
himfelf,  until  he  was  chofen  a  vice- 
prefident,  an  honour  generally  con¬ 
ferred  on  perfons  of  elevated  rank 


alone.  Nor  was  this  the  only 
diftin&ion  he  obtained.  The  Royal 
Societies  of  London  and  Edin¬ 
burgh,  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
the  Philofophical  Society  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  the  Arcadian  Society 
of  Rome,  all  admitted  him  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  their  refpe&ive  bodies.  Few 
men  have  paffed  their  time  more 
agreeably  than  Mr.  W.  for  he  lived 
in  habits  of  intimacy  with  fome  of 
the  wifeft  and  beft  men  of  the  age. 
In  the  lift  of  his  friends  may  be 
enumerated  many  dignitaries  of  the 
church,  more  than  one  ftatefman, 
and  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  ge- 
niufes  which  our  nation  has  pro¬ 
duced.  Adam  Smith  ufed  to  fay, 
that  the  junto  of  wits  and  authors 
hated  one  another  heartily,  but 
that  they  all  had  a  regard  for  Mr. 
W.  who,  by  his  conciliatory  man¬ 
ners,  kept  them  together.  When 
any  quarrel  or  difagreement  oc¬ 
curred,  he  was  accuftomed  to  in¬ 
vite  the  parties  to  call  on  him  in 
Craven-ftreet,  to  give  them  a  very 
good  dinner,  and  drink  a  glafs  to 
reconciliation.  Garrick  and  Foote 
had  long  been  at  variance,  but  Mr. 
W.  contrived  to  bring  them  to 
one  of  thofe  conciliatory  dinners ; 
and  Mr.  Garrick  (who  had  much 
good-nature,  and  more  generofity 
than  the  world  gave  him  credit 
for)  adually  lent  Foote  five  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  to  repair  his  theatre  in 
the  Haymarket.  Mr.  W.  *s  inti¬ 
macy  with  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr. 
Ofwald,  rendered  him  peculiarly 
eligible  for  the  purpofe  of  affifting 
in  treating  for  the  reftoration  of 
peace  with  America.  He  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  appointed  fecretary  to  the 
latter*  who,  having  bailed  Mr. 
Laurens  from  his  confinement  in  the 
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tower,  and  become  his  furety  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
was  alfo  judicioufly  fele&ed  as  a 
man  acceptable  to  the  American 
commiflioners,  with  whom,  on  the 
30th  of  Nov.  1 7 82,  they  con¬ 
cluded  and  figned  preliminary  ar¬ 
ticles,  declaratory  of  the  independ- 
ance  of  the  United  States;  this 
being  underftood  by  the  belligerent 
powers  as  an  indifpenfable  bafis, 
previoully  to  their  treating  with 
England  on  the  fubjedt  of  a  general 
pacification.  The  articles  were  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  people  ;  and  the  na¬ 
tion  hailed  the  return  of  tranquillity 
with  general  gratulation.  All  dif¬ 
ferences  being  thus  happily  fettled 
with  the  United  States  of  America, 

'  Mr.  Ofwald  returned  to  London, 
but  Mr.  Whitefoord  remained  at 
Paris  feveral  months  longer  with 
Lord  St.  Helens  (then  Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert)  who  was  the  minifter 
charged  to  negotiate  treaties  of 
peace  with  France,  Spain,  and  Hol¬ 
land  ;  and  it  is  a  curious  circum- 
ftance,  that  three  of  the  treaties 
above  alluded  to  are  in  the  hand 
writing  of  Mr.  Whitefoord.  Thefe 
fervices  were  fuch  as  entitled  him 
to  fome  recompence  from  govern¬ 
ment  ;  but  Lord  Shelburne  haying 
refigned  before  Mr.  W.’s  return 
from  the  continent,  without  mak¬ 
ing  any  provifion  for  him,  he  was 
obliged  to  prefer  his  claim  to  the 
coalition  adminiftration,  by  which 
it  was  rejected  ;  nor  was  it  till  feven 
years  after,  that  a  fmall  penfion 
was  granted  to  him  by  his  majefty, 
on  the  recommendation  of  thofe  in 
power.  Mr.  W.  rather  late  in  life 
married  a  lady  of  the  name  of  Sid- 
ney,  by  whom  he  has  left  four  chil¬ 
dren.  The  charafter  of  this  gen¬ 
tleman  is  ably  delineated  by  Dr. 


Goldfmith,  in  his  well-known  poem 
entitled  Retaliation : 

“  Here  Whitefoord  reclines,  and  deny 
it  who  can, 

Though  he  merrily  liv’d,  he  is  now  “  a 
grave  man.” 

Rare  compound  of  oddity,  frolic,  and  fun, 
Who  reliih’d  a  joke,t  and  rejoic’d  in  a 
pun ; 

Whole  temper  was  generous,  open,  fin- 
cere, 

A  ftranger  to  flatt’ry,  a  ftranger  to  fear, 
Who  fcatter’d  around  wit  and  humour  at 
will, 

Whofe  daily  bon  mots  half  a  column  might 
fill; 

A  Scotchman,  fiora  pride  and  from  pre¬ 
judice  free, 

A  fcholar,  but  furely  no  pedant  was  he. 
What  a  pit}',  alas  !  that  lo  lib’ral  a  mind 
Should  lo  long  be  to  newfpaper  efifays 
confin’d ; 

Who  perhaps  to  the  fummit  of  fcience 
could  loar, 

Yet  content  if  the  table  he  «  fet  in  a 
roar  ?” 

Whofe  talents  to  fill  any  ftation  were  fit. 
Yet  happy  if  Woodfall  confefs’d  him  a 
wit. 

Ye  newfpaper  witlings !  ye  pert  fcrib- 
bling  folks, 

Who  copied  hrs  fquibs  and  re-echoed  his 
jokes; 

Ye  tame  imitators  !  ve  fervile  herd,  come, 
Still  follow  your  mafter,  and  vifit  1ns 
tomb  ; 

To  deck  it  bring  with  you  feftoons  of 
the  vine, 

And  copious  libations  beftow  on  bis 
lhrine ; 

Then  ftrew  all  around  it,  you  can  do  no 
lefs, 

Crofs-readings,  (hip-news,  and  miftakes 
of  the  prefs, 

Merry  Whitefoord,  farewell !  for  thy  fake 
I  admit  » 

That  a  Scot  may  have  humour,  I  had 
almolt  laid  wit: 

Tills  debt  to  thy  memory  I  cannot  refufe. 
Thou  belt  humour’d  man,  with  the  wodt 
humour’d  mufe.” 

At  Clapham  Common,  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  Henry  Cavendifh,  coufin 
of  Lord  George  Cavendifh,  and  of 
the  Duke  of  Devonfhirc,  and  one 
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of  the  moft  eminent  chetttifts  and 
natural  philofophers  of  the  age. 
He  left  funded  property  to  the 
amount  of  one  million  two  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds  ;  feven  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  of  which  are  be¬ 
queathed  to  Lord  George  Caven- 
difn,  two  hundred  thoufand  to  the 
Earl  of  Befiborough,  and  the  remain¬ 
der  in  legacies  to  other  branches 
of  the  Devonlhire  family.  This 
gentleman  was  the  fon  of  the  late 
Lord  Charles  Cavendifh,  great  un¬ 
cle  to  the  prefent  Duke  of  Devon¬ 
shire,  and  although  not  much  heard 
of  in  the  common  paths  of  life, 
was  well  known  and  highly  diftin- 
guilhed  in  the  fcientific  world.  He 
had  Studied  and  rendered  himfelf 
familiarly  converfant  with  every 
part  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s  philo- 
fophy  ;  the  principles  of  which  he 
applied,  near  forty  years  ago,  to 
an  inveftigation  of  the  laws  on 
which  the  phcenomena  of  eled ricity 
depend.  Purfuing  the  fame  fcienee, 
on  the  occafion  of  Ml  Walflfis  ex¬ 
periments  with  the  torpedo,  he 
gave  a  fatisfadory  explanation  of 
the  remarkable  powers  of  electrical 
fifhes ;  pointing  out  that  diftinc- 
tion  between  common  and  animal 
electricity,  which  has  fince  been 
amply  confirmed  by  the  brilliant 
difcoveries  in  galvanifm.  Having 
turned  his  attention  very  early  to 
pneumatic  chemiftry,  he  afcer- 
tained,  in  1766,  the  extreme  levity 
of  inflammable  air,  now  called  hy¬ 
drogen  gas.  On  this  difcovery 
many  curious  experiments,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  that  of  aerial  navigation, 
have  been  founded.  In  the  fame 
paths  of  fcience,  he  made  the  im¬ 
portant  difcovery  of  the  compofi- 
tion  of  water  by  the  union  of  two 
airs ;  and  that  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  modern  fyftem  of  chemiftry, 


which  refts  principally  on  this  faCL 
and  that  of  the  decompofition  o* 
water,  announced  foon  afterwards 
by  M.  La  voider.  So  many  and 
fuch  great  difcoveries  fpread  his 
fame  throughout  Europe,  and  he 
was  univerfally  confldered  as  one 
of  the  firft  philofophers  of  the  age. 
Among  the  labours  of  his  latter 
days,  is  the  nice  and  difficult  ex¬ 
periment  by  which  he  determined 
the  mean  denflty  of  the  earth  ;  an 
element  of  confequence  in  delicate 
calculations  of  aftronomy,  as  well 
as  in  geological  inquiries.  Even 
in  the  laft  year  of  his  life,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  feventy-feven,  he 
propofed  and  defcribed  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  manner  of  dividing 
large  aftronomical  inftruments  ; 
which,  though  not  yet  executed, 
promife  very  great  advantages. 
Thefe  purfuits,  together  with  read¬ 
ing  of  various  kinds,  by  which  lie 
acquired  a  deep  infight  into  almofl: 
every  topic  of  general  knowledge, 
formed  the  whole  occupation  of  his 
life ;  and  were  in  fad,  his  foie 
amufement.  The  love  of  truth  was 
fufflcient  to  fill  his  mind.  Front 
his  attachment  to  fuch  occupations, 
and  the  conftant  refource  he  found 
in  them,  together  with  a  fhynefs 
and  diffidence  natural  to  his  difpo- 
fition,  his  habits  had,  from  early 
life,  been  fecluded.  His  manners 
were  mild,  his  mind  firm,  his  na¬ 
ture  benevolent  and  complacent. 
He  was  liberal  without  being  pro- 
fufe :  and  charitable,  without  of- 
tentation.  He  poflefffed  great  afflu¬ 
ence,  which  was  to  him  rather 
matter  of  embarrafiment  than  of 
gratification  ;  but,  however  care- 
lefs  about  its  improvement,  he  was 
regular  as  to  its  management  and 
diredion.  He  was  born  Oct.  10* 
17 .3  r ;  and  his  remains  were  in¬ 
terred 
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terred  in  the  family  vault  in  All 
Saints,  Derby.  On  Saturday, 
March  17,  Mr.  Profeflbr  Davy, 
in  his  ledlure  at  the  Royal  Infti- 
tution,  introduced  the  following 
charader  of  Mr.  Cavendilh. — 
“  About  1766,  Mr.  Cavendifh 
publifhed  his  firft  papers  on  the 
fubjed  of  air.  He  examined,  with 
more  accurate  inftruments  than 
Black,  the  elaftic  fluid  from  the 
alkalies ;  and  he  afcertained  that 
the  fame  fubflance  was  produced 
during  the  combuftion  of  charcoal. 
He  perfeded  the  pneumatic  appa¬ 
ratus  ;  and  foon  difcovered  two  new 
elaftic  fluids,  inflammable  air  and 
muriatic  acid  air.  Mr.  Davy  faid, 
in  the  next  ledure  he  fhould  exhi¬ 
bit  fome  experiments  of  our  illuf- 
trious  countryman,  of  later  date, 
and  of  ftill  higher  importance  ;  but 
he  could  not,  on  this  occafton,  pafs 
by  the  circumftance  of  his  recent 
lofs  without  a  digreflion,  which 
might  enable  him  to  offer  a  feeble 
tribute  of  refped  to  the  memory 
of  fo  great  a  man.  Of  all  the  phi- 
lofophers  of  the  prefent  age,  Mr. 
Cavendifh  combined,  in  the  higheft 
degree,  a  depth  and  extent  of  ma. 
thematical  knowledge  with  deli¬ 
cacy  and  precision  in  the  methods 
of  experimental  refearch.  It  might 
be  faid  of  him,  what  can  perhaps 
hardly  be  faid  of  any  other  perfon, 
that  whatever  he  has  done  has  been 
perfed  at  the  moment  of  its  pro- 
dudion.  His  procefles  were  all  of 
a  finifhed  nature;  executed  by  the 
hand  of  a  mafter,  they  required  no 
correction ;  and  though  many  of 
them  were  performed  in  the  very 
infancy  of  chemical  philofophy,  yet 
their  accuracy  and  their  beauty 
have  remained  unimpaired  ?»midft 
the  progrefs  of  difcovery  ;  and 
Vo  l.  LI  I.  or  Vol.  X.  'New  S 


their  merits  have  been  illuftratec^ 
by  difeuflion,  and  exalted  by  time. 
In  general,  the  moft  common  mo¬ 
tives  which  induce  men  to  ftudy 
are,  the  love  of  diftindion,  of 
glory,  and  the  defire  of  power  ; 
and  we  have  no  right  to  objed  to 
motives  of  this  kind;  but  it  ought 
to  be  mentioned  in  eftimating  the 
charader  of  Mr.  Cavendifh,  that 
his  grand  ftimulus  to  exertion  was 
evidently  the  love  of  truth  and  of 
knowledge ;  unambitious,  unaflum- 
ing,  it  was  often  with  difficulty 
that  he  was  perfuaded  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  his  important  difcoveries.  He 
difliked  notoriety  ;  he  was,  as  it 
were,  fearful  of  the  voice  of  fame. 
His  labours  are  recorded  with  the 
greateft  dignity  and  fimplicity, 
and  in  the  feweft  poflible  words, 
without  parade  or  apology  ;  and  it 
Teemed  as  if  in  publication  he  was 
performing,  not  what  was  a  duty 
to  himfelf,  but  what  was  a  duty  to 
the  public.  His  life  was  devoted 
to  fcience ;  and  his  focial  hours 
were  palled  amongft  a  few  of  his 
friends,  principally  members  of  the 
Royal  Society.  He  was  referved 
to  ftrangers ;  but  where  he  was 
familiar,  his  converfation  was 
lively,  and  full  of  varied  informa¬ 
tion.  Upon  all  fubjefts  of  fcience 
he  was  luminous  and  profound ; 
and  in  difeuflion  wonderfully  acute. 
Even  to  the  very  laft  week  of  his 
life,  when  he  was  nearly  feventy- 
nine,  he  retained  his  a&ivity  of 
body,  and  all  his  energy  and  fag a- 
city  of  intelled.  He  was  warmly 
interefted  in  all  new  fubjeds  of 
fcience;  and  leveral  times  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  year  witnefled  or 
aflifted  in  forne  experiments  that 
were  carried  on  in  the  laboratory 
of  the  Royal  Inftitufion.  Since 
R!E$.  [YJ  '  ,the 
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the  death  of  Newton  (faid  Mr. 
Davy,  if  he  might  be  permitted 
to  give  an  opinion)  England  has 
fuftained  no  fcientiflc  lofs  fo  great 
as  that  of  Cavendifh.  But  it  is 
to  be  regretted  lefs,  fince,  like  his 
great  predeceffor,  he  died  full  of 
years  and  of  glory.  His  name 
will  be  an  objedf  of  more  venera¬ 
tion  in  future  ages  than  in  the  pre- 
fent  moment ;  though  it  was  un¬ 
known  in  the  bufy  fcenes  of  life, 
or  in  the  popular  difcuflions  of  the 
day,  it  will  remain  illudrious  in 
the  annals  of  fcience,  which  are  as 
unperifhable  as  that  nature  to  which 
they  belong ;  it  will  be  an  immor¬ 
tal  honour  to  his  houfe,  to  his  age, 
and  to  his  country  !’* 

At  Tenbtiry,  Mrs.  Joan  Per¬ 
kins,  aged  io^. 

At  Arnheim,  in  Holland,  Mat- 
thys  Bademaker,  at  the  great  age 
of  iio  years.  He  worked  at  his 
trade,  as  a  fhoemaker,  until  the  age 
of  ninety.  He  was  only  once  mar¬ 
ried,  and  had  no  more  than  two 
children,  both  females.  Both  of 
thefe  however,  having  married*  the 
old  man  died  grandfather  to  twelve 
perfons,  and  great-grandfather  to 
twenty,  the  elded  of  whom  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  deceafe.  He  retained  his 
faculties  and  health  until  within 
three  weeks  of  his  death.  When 
King  Louis  viflted  Arnheim  lad 
year,  he  fettled  a  penfion  of  400 
guilders  on  him. 

In  St.  Werburgh’s  workhoufe,. 
Derby,  Hannah  Wood,  aged  103. 

In  the  ifland  of  Lewis,  at  the 
alferted  age  of  120,  Flora  Mac¬ 
donald,  who  affided  the  Pretender 
to  efcape. 

At  Tilbury,  Wilts,  Robert 
Obern,  aged  103. 


APRIL. 

The  cranium  of  a  homed  « 
animal,  the  race  of  which 
feems  to  be  extinct,  has  been  re¬ 
cently  dug  up  at  Oeltre,  near  Ni¬ 
na  va,  in  Ruffia.  From  the  defcrip- 
tion  given  of  this  part  of  the  fke- 
leton,  the  animal  mud  have  been 
at  lead  ten  or  twelve  feet  long ; 
the  horns  which  are  attached  to  the 
head,  and  which  have  paffed  into 
a  fodil  date,  far  excel  in  fize  thofe 
of  the  oxen  of  the  prefent  day : 
when  meafured  at  the  root,  they 
are  a  foot  and  a  half  in  circum¬ 
ference,.  and  two  feet  and  a  half 
long.  After  finding  the  cranium, 
feveral  efforts  were  made  to  recover 
the  entire  fkeleton,  but  two  teeth 
only  were  found.  Foreign  natura- 
lids  are  of  opinion,  that  the  head 
in  quedion  mud  have  belonged  to 
the  race  of  urus ,  or  aurochs,  men¬ 
tioned  by  Caefar  in  the  6th  book 
of  his  Commentaries,  and  which 
are  fuppofed  to  exid  dill  in  the 
mountains  of  Siberia,  and  even  in 
the  foreds  of  Poland. 

A  journeyman  weaver,  . 
named  Appleton,  on  Friday 
fe’nnight,  undertook  for  a  trifling 
wager  to  eat  thirty-fix  penny  buns, 
and  drink  two  quarts  of  ale  in 
forty  minutes,  at  a  public-houfe 
near  Long-alley,,  in  Moorlields ; 
he  devoured  thirty  of  the  buns,  and 
drank  half  of  the  ale  in  little  more 
than  half  an  hour;  but  he  had  by 
that  time  become  fo  ill,  that  he 
fell  from  his  feat,  and  was  carried 
to  his  apartment  in  Wheeler-dreet, 
Spitalflelds,  in  a  date  of  infenflbi- 
lity. 

A  thrafher  of  the  name  of 


Leaman,  while  danding  on 


5th. 


Monday  at  the  window  of  a  houfe 


in 


) 
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in  Norwich,  viewing  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  a  fawing  machine,  the 
wheel  burft,  and  forced  a  large 
piece  of  iron  againft  the  temple  of 
the  unfortunate  man,  who  was 
killed  on  the  fpot. 

^  ^  This  day  began  the  pro- 
*  ceedings and  difturbances, with 
refpeft  to  the  commitment  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  to  the  tower,  for 
a  full  account  of  which  fee  the 
Appendix  to  the  Chronicle. 

,  Early  on  Saturday  morn- 
'  *  ing  the  fword,  buckles,  and 

ftraps,  fell  from  the  equeftrian 
ftatue  of  King  Charles  the  Firft, 
in  Charing  Crofs.  They  were 
picked  up  by  a  porter  at  the 
Golden  Crofs.  The  Board  of 
Green  Cloth  has  been  apprifed  of 
the  circumftance.  The  fword  and 
appendages  are  of  copper,  of  which 
metal  the  ftatue  is  formed. 

,  A  man  and  his  wife  were 
^  *  recently  executed  at  Augs¬ 

burg  for  a  murder,  the  difcovery 
of  which,  after  a  long  lapfe  of 
time,  ftrongly  manifefts  the  impof- 
fibility  of  eluding  the  all-feeing 
eye  of  Providence.  The  criminal, 
whofe  name  was  Wineze,  was  ori¬ 
ginally  of  Nurenburg,  but  removed 
to  Augfburg  in  1788,  where  he 
followed  the  law.  In  this  city  he 
became  intimate  in  the  family  of 
M,  Glegg,  to  whofe  daughter  he 
paid  his  addrefifes :  but  the  old  man 
not  fan&ioning  his  vifits,  he  met 
the  daughter  privately,  feduced 
her,  and  perfuaded  her,  in  order  to 
remove  the  only  obftacle  to  their 
union,  to  adminifter  poifon  to  her 
father.  The  horrid  plan  fuQceeded, 
no  fufpicions  were  entertained,  and 
their  union  put  him  in  pofleffion  of 
the  old  man’s  wealth.  During  a 
period  of  twenty-one  years  they 
lived  externally  happy,  but  in 
fecret  a  prey  to  the  greateft  re- 


morfe.  At  length,  unable  to  en¬ 
dure  any  longer  the  weight  of 
guilt,  the  wife  made  confeffion  of 
the  particulars  of  the  atrocious 
crime  fhe  had  been  prevailed  on  to 
commit ;  the  hufband  was  appre¬ 
hended,  and  both  expiated  their 
guilt  by  an  ignominious  death. 

A  fingular  conflift  lately 
took  place  at  Llampeter,  1 
in  Cardiganfhire  : — Two  women, 
one  88  years  of  age,  the  other  86, 
who  for  nearly  fixty  years  had 
been  the  molt  intimate  friends, 
quarrelled  refpe&ing  a  hank  of 
yarn,  and,  after  a  war  of  words, 
proceeded  to  blows.  The  anger 
of  each,  however,  being  greater 
than  her  ftrength,  a  drawn  battle 
was  agreed  on,  in  order  that  they 
might,  in  the  following  day,  fight 
it  out  with  {ticks,  and  the  bellman 
of  the  town  was  employed  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  affray  : 'after  beating 
each  other  molt  unmercifully,  the 
magiftrates  interfered,  and  put  an 
end  to  the  conteft. 

Accounts  have  been  re-  . 
ceived,  in  private  letters  / 
from  Malta,  which  defcribe  that 
ifiand  to  have  undergone  a  feverer 
fhock  of  an  earthquake  than  it  had 
ever  before  experienced.  It  took 
place  on  the  night  of  the  1 6th  of 
February,  having  been  preceded 
by  extraordinary  and  terrific  fymp- 
toms.  The  fhock  continued  for 
two  minutes,  with  the  refpite  of 
a  few  feconds  ;  an  unufual  length. 
The  confirmation  of  the  town  of 
Vallette  was  beyond  conception  ; 
all  the  bells  ringing,  monks  pray¬ 
ing,  women  fcreaming,  the  rabble 
running  defperately  through  the 
ftreets,  and  the  horfes  and  cattle, 
as  ufual  joining  in  the  terror  and 
noife.  The  folid  rock  was  fhaken 
like  a  cradle,  and  the  fhips  in  the 
harbour  tofled  up  and  down  as  if 
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in  a  Swing.  Two  more  (bocks 
enfued  the  next  day,  though  not  fo 
Severe.  The  only  aCtual  damage 
done  to  the  buildings  is  the  fall  of 
one  hofpital,  and  one  of  the  gates 
of  the  town.  The  packet  put 
back  in  the  hurricane,  and  did  not 
fail  again  till  the  19th,  when  it 
was  currently  reported  and  be¬ 
lieved,  that  three  ifiands  on  the 
coaft  of  Sicily,  with  Syracufe  it- 
felf,  had  been  deftroyed. 

,  A  young  man  in  Bew- 
20tle  caftle,  Cumberland,  who 
was  not  on  good  terms  with  his 
wife,  refolved  a  few  days  ago  to 
difpofe  of  her  by  auction.  Not 
being  able  to  find  a  purchafer  in  the 
place  where  they  refided,  file  per- 
fuaded  him  to  proceed  to  Newcas¬ 
tle  for  this  purpofe.  Accordingly 
they  fet  out,  and  this  modern  Da- 
lilah  laid  her  plan  fo  well,  that 
immediately  on  his  arrival,  a  prefs- 
gang  conveyed  him  on  board  a 
frigate  preparing  to  get  under 
weigh  for  a  long  cruize. 

«  i  From  the  report  of  three 
profeffors  of  Peft,  Sent  to 
Hungary  to  inquire  into  the  caufe 
of  the  earthquake  of  January  laft, 
it  appeared  that  the  centre,  from 
which  the  fhocks  were  communi¬ 
cated,  is  in  the  environs  of  the 
mountain  of  Czoka.  At  their  de¬ 
parture,  the  (hocks,  though  feeble, 
were  dill  perceptible.  The  num¬ 
ber  diftinCtly  felt  between  the  1 4th 
of  January  and  14th  of  February 
was  1000. 

Died.-— The  celebrated  Paul 
Benfield  at  Paris,  at  the  latter  end 
of  this  month,  in  very  indigent 
circumftances.  His  fortune  on  his 
return  from  India,  a  few  years  ago, 
was  fuppofed  considerably  to  ex¬ 
ceed  half  a  million  fterling. 

At  SpofForth,  near  Knarefbo- 


rough,  aged  94,  John  MetcaKF, 
commonly  called  Blind  Jack*  He 
was  born  at  Knarefborough  in  the 
year  1717,  and  loft  his  fight  when 
only  four  years  old,  foon  after 
which  he  was  inftruCted  to  play  on 
the  violin,  and  afterwards  attended 
as  a  mufician  at  the  Queen’s  Head, 
High  Harrogate,  for  many  years, 
and  was  the  firft  perfon  who  fet  up 
a  wheel  carriage  for  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  company  to  and  from  the 
places  of  public  refort  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  In  the  year  1745 
engaged  to  ferve  as  mufician  in 
Col.  Thornton’s  volunteers,  and 
was  taken  prifoner  at  the  battle  of 
Falkirk.  Being  foon  releafed,  he 
returned  to  Knarefborough,  and 
commenced  common  carrier  be¬ 
tween  that  town  and  York,  and 
often  Served  as  a  guide  in  intricate 
roads  over  the  foreft  during  the 
night,  or  when  the  traCts  were 
covered  with  Snow  ;  nor  was  any 
perfon  more  eager  in  the  chace, 
which  he  would  follow  on  foot, 
or  on  horfeback,  with  the  greateft 
avidity.  Strange  as  this  appears 
to  thofe  who  can  fee,  the  employ¬ 
ment  he  followed  for  more  than  for¬ 
ty  years  was  ftill  more  extraordi¬ 
nary,  and  one  of  the  laft  to  which 
we  could  fuppofe  a  blind  man  would 
turn  his  attention,  that  of  project¬ 
ing  and  contracting  for  the  mak¬ 
ing  high  roads,  building  bridges, 
houfes,  &c.  With  no  other  affift- 
ance  than  a  long  ftafF  in  his  hand, 
he  would  afcend  the  precipice,  and 
explore  the  valley,  and  inveftigate 
the  extent  of  each,  its  form  and 
fituation.  The  plans  which  he 
made  were  done  by  a  method  pecu¬ 
liar  to  himfelf,  and  which  he  could 
not  well  convey  the  meaning  of  to 
others.  His  defcendants  are  four 
children,  and  twenty  grand. chil¬ 
dren. 
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dren,  and  ninety  great  and  great 
great  grand  children. 


MAY. 

On  Friday  an  inqueft  was 
1  *  taken  at  Wincanton,  on  the 
body  of  Hannah  Bowden,  a  re¬ 
markably  handfome  genteel  young 
woman,  who  (having  been  fome 
time  ill,  was  on  her  return  from 
London  to  Tiverton)  ad u ally  de- 
ftroyed  herfelf  on  the  roof  of  the 
Hage-coach,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
coachman,  guard,  two  gentlemen, 
and  another  woman,  by  thrufting 
a  handkerchief  down  her  throat, 
which  produced  fuffocation  !  So 
effeftually  and  determinedly  did 
this  interefting  young  creature  ac- 
complifh  her  purpofe,  that  it  was 
neceflary  to  ufe  furgical  inftru- 
ments  to  draw  the  handkerchief 
back.  Verdid — Lunacy. 

,  About  half-paft  five  o'clock 
*  on  Wednefday  morning,  the 
ancient  manfion  of  the  Noel  family 
at  Ex  ton,  near  Stamford,  was  dis¬ 
covered  to  be  on  fire.  Before  any 
afliftance  could  be  procured,  the 
dining-room,  drawing-room,  libra¬ 
ry,  and  all  the  apartments  imme¬ 
diately  adjoining,  were  in  flames, 
and  a  fhort  time  only  had  elapfed, 
before  the  whole  of  the  rooms 
•eaft  of  the  great  hall  were  a  heap 
of  ruins.  There  was  not  time  to 
fave  any  part  of  the  valuable  libra¬ 
ry,  which,  together  with  the  whole 
of  the  furniture,  and  fome  pic¬ 
tures,  were  entirely  deftroyed. 
Gainiborough's  Woodman  narrowly 
efcaped  ;  and  Northcote’s  admir¬ 
able  painting,  Captain  Englefield  in 
the  Centaur ,  together  with  a  few 
others  of  this  extenfive  colledion, 
were  not  laved  without  extreme 


difficulty.  The  lofs  cannot  yet  be 
afcertained,  but  from  appearances 
it  mull  be  very  great.  About 
half  of  the  houfe  is  completely  in 
ruins.  Only  a  very  fmall  fum  is 
infured. 

Three  hundred  houfes  were  de- 
flroyed  at  Newhaufel,  in  Hungary, 
by  the  explofion  of  a  powder  ma¬ 
gazine.  Eighty  perfons  loft  their 
lives,  and  near  two  hundred  were 
dug  out  of  the  ruins  alive,  but 
mutilated  and  dreadfully  bruifed. 

On  Wednefday  laft,  an  ^ 
elderly  labouring  man,  * 
whofe  name  was  John  Tucker,  put 
an  end  to  his  exiftence  by  hanging 
himfelf  in  his  cottage  where  he 
lived,  at  Spiral,  in  the  parifti  of 
Windfor.  The  reafon  afligned  for 
his  committing  this  rafh  aft,  and 
which  was  proved  on  the  coroner’s 
inqueft,  was,  that  he  was  in  arrears 
for  poor's  rates  for  his  little  cot¬ 
tage,  about  thirty  (hillings,  and 
for  which  he  was  fummoned  by  the 
overfeer  to  appear  before  the 
mayor.  On  the  Tuefday  evening 
he  took  a  pound  note,  which  was 
all  the  money  he  could  get,  carried 
it  to  one  of  the  overfeers,  and 
begged  of  him  to  take  it  in  part, 
and  he  would  pay  the  remainder  as 
foon  as  he  could  earn  it ;  the  over¬ 
feer  refufed  to  take  it  in  part,  but 
told  the  old  man  that  unlefs  he 
paid  the  whole,  he  would  the  next 
day  make  a  diftrefs  on  his  pre- 
mifes.  The  poor  man  returned 
home  to  his  wife  and  children,  and 
told  them  what  had  paflfed,  and 
gave  his  wife  the  one  pound  note. 
He  could  not  reft  all  night,  it 
prefled  fo  much  on  his  mind  and 
(pints,  that  when  he  got  up  in  the 
morning  to  go  to  his  daily  labour, 
he  committed  this  rafh  aft.— Lu¬ 
nacy. 


28  th. 
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28  th.  /“Aorne  days  paft  crowds 
of  people,  excited  by  curio- 
fi ty,  have  been  thronging  to  the 
banks  of  the  Tiber,  to  witnefs  a 
lingular  phenomenon.  A  wind 
from  Africa  has  brought  into  thefe 
countries  an  immenfe  fwarm  of 
locufts.  Thefe  infe&s  have  wafted 
the  country,  and  now,  unable  to 
find  fubfiftence,  have  waged  war 
among  themfelves,  and  devour  each 
other.  The  weaker  party  take 
flight,  and,  purfued  by  the  van- 
qtiifhers,  throw  themfelves  in  my¬ 
riads  into  the  Tiber.  The  day 
before  yefterday  this  river  was 
covered  with  them. 

Parma ,  May  28.  —  The  Paris 
journals  have  lately  publifhed  an 
article  relative  to  a  verv  intereft- 
ing  phenomenon  which  was  ob« 
ferved  in  the  department  of  the 
Taro.  That  article  was  incorrect, 
and  defe&ive  in  feveral  particulars. 
The moftexaft  details  ftate,  that  the 
ground  being  covered  with  white 
fnow,  the  atmofphere  extremely 
unfettled,  and  the  clouds  driven  by 
a  violent  whirlwind,  January  1 8, 
between  eight  and  nine  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  a  fnonv  of  reddijh  hue 
fell  on  the  hills  and  mountains  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  covered  a 
very  extenfive  fpace,  particularly 
between  the  torrents  of  the  Enza 
and  the  Taro.  During  the  fall  of 
this  fnow,  the  air  appeared  red. 
Half  an  hour  afterwards,  a  fall  of 
*white  fno<w  began,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  rain  of  infedfts,  that 
were  extremely  lively  and  brifk. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the 
Apennines  were  extremely  terrified 
at  this  phenomenon.  The  thick- 
nefs  of  the  layer  of  red  fnow  va¬ 
ried  :  in  certain  places  it  was  about 
one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  depth  :  in 
others  it  was  nearly  three  quarters 


of  an  inch,  A  quantity  of  this 
fnow,  in  its  frozen  ftate,  with  a 
number  of  the  infeds,  was  fent  to 
Parma,  with  the  neceflary  precau¬ 
tions  for  its  fafety.  The  tint  of 
the  fnow  was  of  a  true  orange  co¬ 
lour,  lighter  or  deeper,  according 
to  the  thicknefs  of  the  ftratum. 
When  fiowly  diftolved,  no  depofi- 
tion  took  place  |  but  it  loft  its 
colour:  and  when  wholly  diffolv- 
ed,  retained  only  a  light  hue, 
not  to  be  diftinguiftied,  unlefs 
by  comparifon  with  clear  water. 
The  infeds  were  of  five  well 
known  fpecies  ;  eafily  afeertained, 
and  very  different  one  from  the 
other. 

A  moft  extraordinary  and  ^ 
atrocious  attempt  was  made  ^ 1 
early  this  morning  to  afiaftinate  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland.  His  royal 
highnefs  dined  on  Wednefday  at 
Greenwich,  returned  to  town  in 
the  evening,  and  went  to  the  con¬ 
cert  for  the  benefit  of  the  royal 
fociety  of  muficians.  He  returned 
home  about  half  paft  twelve,  and 
went  to  bed  about  one.  About 
half  paft  two  he  received  two  vio¬ 
lent  blows  and  cuts  on  his  head. 
The  firft  imprefiion  upon  his  mind 
was,  that  a  bat  had  got  into  the 
room,  and  was  beating  about  his 
head  :  he  was  foon  convinced  to 
the  contrary,  by  receiving  a  third 
blow  :  he  jumped  out  of  bed,  when 
he  received  a  number  of  other 
blows  :  from  the  glimmering  light, 
and  the  motion  of  the  inftrument 
that  inflidied  the  wounds,  reflected 
from  a  dull  lamp  in  the  fire-place, 
they  appeared  like  flafhes  of  light¬ 
ning  before  his  eyes.  He  made  for 
a  door  near  the  head  of  his  bed, 
leading  to  a  fmall  room,  to  which 
the  aftaffin  followed  him,  and  cut 
him  aerofs  his  thighs.  His  royal 

highnefs 
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highnefs  not  being  able  to  find  his 
alarm-bell,  which  there  is  no 
doubt  the  villain  had  concealed, 
called  with  a  loud  voice  for  Neale, 
bis  valet  in  waiting,  feveral  times, 
who  came  to  his  affi fiance,  and, 
together  with  his  royal  highnefs, 
alarmed  the  houfe.  The  duke  de¬ 
fined  Neale  not  to  leave  him,  as 
he  feared  there  were  others  in  .the 
room.  His  royal  highnefs,  how¬ 
ever,  fhortly  afterwards  proceeded 
to  the  porter’s  room,  and  Neale 
went  to  awaken  Sellis  |a  Piedmon- 
tefei)  another  of  the  duke’s  valets- 
The  door  of  Sellis’s  room  was  lock- 
ed,  and  Neale  called  out  to  him, 
faying,  “  The  duke  is  murdered.” 
No  anfvver  being  given,  the  door 
was  broken  open,  and  Sellis  was 
found  dead  in  his  bed,  with  his 
throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear.  It  is 
fuppofed  that  Sellis,  confcious  of 
his  own  guilt  (for  there  appears  no 
doubt  that  he  was  the  affaflin)  ima¬ 
gined,  when  the  alarm  was  given 
at  his  door,  that  they  were  about 
to  take  him  into  cuftody,  and  im¬ 
mediately  cut  his  throat.  His  blue 
coat  was  found  folded  up  on  a  chair 
in  one  corner  of  the  room,  the  in- 
fide  of  which  was  fiained  with 
blood;  and,  as  he  had  cut  his 
throat  in  another  part  of  the  room, 
the  blood  muff  have  been  that  of 
his  matter.  A  pair  of  his  flippers 
were  alfo  found  in  the  clofet  ad¬ 
joining  the  duke’s  chamber,  where 
he  had  concealed  himfelf  until  his 
royal  highnefs  was  attcep.  The 
aflaffin  feems  to  have  flood  rather 
back  towards  the  head  of  the  bed, 
which  was  placed  in  a  fmall  recefs, 
in  order  to  avoid  difcovery,  and 
was  therefore  obliged  to  flrike 
down  at  the  duke’s  head  in  a  flan t- 
ing  direction  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  the  cuctains  which  hung 


from  the  top  impeded  the  action  of 
the  fword  ;  and  to  this  alone  can 
his  royal  highnefs’s  prefervation 
be  imputed — feveral  of  the  taflels 
of  the  curtain  were  cut  off-  The 
whole  edge  appeared  hacked  and 
blunted  with  the  force  of  the 
blows.  His  royal  highraeffs  fhirt 
was  cut  through  in  feveral  places, 
and  a  great  fpi inter  was  fhivered 
from  the  door  through  which  he 
made  his  efcape.  Adjoining  the 
room  icfelf,  and  communicating 
with  it,  is  the  little  clofet  where 
the  murderer  fee  re  ted  himfelf. 
There  is  in  this  clofet  a  fmall 
.prefs,  in  which  the  holfters  were 
ufually  put,  and  in  which  he  hid 
himfelf,  as  the  fcabbard  of  the  fa- 
bre  was  found  in  it.  Sellis  had 
five  different  rooms  to  pafs  through 
from  the  duke’s  bed- room  to  his 
own,  and  his  traces  were  difiin&ly 
marked  by  the  blood  left  by  his 
left  arm  upon  the  fides  of  the  nar¬ 
row  door;  and  when  his  coat  was 
examined,  the  left  fieeve  was  found 
to  be  covered  with  blood.  His 
royal  highnefs,  we  underftand,  re¬ 
ceived  fix  diftinft  wounds.:  one 
upon  the  forehead,  towards  the  top 
of  the  head,  another  down  the 
cheek,  one  upon  the  arm,  another 
by  which  his  little  finger  was  nearly 
fevered  from  the  hand,  one  on  the 
front  of  the  body,  and  another  on 
.the  thigh,  befides  feveral  punffures 
in  different  parts  with  the  point  of 
the  fab  re.  Mr.  Home,  the  fiur» 
geon,  was  immediately  font  for, 
who  pronounced  that  none  of  them 
were  mortal.  Sir  H.  Halford  was 
alfo  called  in.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
went  to  the  palace  early  in  the 
morning  to  vifit  his  royal  brother  ; 
and  about  eight  o’clock  fet  off  for 
Windfor,  to  communicate  to  the 
royal  family  the  intelligencc  of  the 
f '  y 4]  attack 


344]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


attack  made  upon  the  duke.  A 
coroner’s  inqueft  was  held  on  the 
body  ot  Sellis,  who,  after  fitting 
four  hours  to  hear  evidence,  &c. 
deliberated  about  an  hour,  and  then 
returned  a  verdid  of  felo  de  Je, 
Died. — After  a  lingering  and 
painful  illncfs,  at  St.  Valori,  near 
Eray,  Jofeph  Cooper  Walker,  Efq. 
member  of  many  literary  and  phi- 
lofophical  focieties.  The  lofs  of 
this  accomplifhed  fcholar  will  be 
long  and  deeply  deplored  by  all 
true  votaries  of  fcience  and  the  fine 
arts  ;  but  thofe  only  who  have  had 
the  happinefs  to  be  included  in  the 
circle  of  his  friends,  car.  juftly 
lament  the  qualities  which  digni¬ 
fied,  and  the  numerous  graces 
which  adorned,  his  character.  Few, 
perhaps,  have  united,  in  a  higher 
degree,  the  accomplilhments  of  the 
gentleman,  with  the  attainments  of 
the  fcholar. 

,  In  Millman-ftreet,  near 
*'1  *  the  Foundling  Hofpital, 
Charles  Genevieve  Louis  Augufte 
Andre  Timothe  D’Eon  de  Beau¬ 
mont,  doctor  of  civil  and  canon 
law,  advocate  of  the  parliament 
of  Paris,  and  cenfor-general  for 
belles  lettres  and  hiftory  in  that 
city.  He  was  born  at  Tonnerre, 
in  Burgundy,  O&ober  17,  1727, 
and  defcended  from  a  refpedtable 
family,  many  branches  of  which 
had  held  fituations  of  truft  in  the 
government  of  France.  Having 
received  an  education  fuitable  to 
his  rank,  and  parted  through  all 
the  gradations  of  college  with  con- 
liderable  credit,  he  was  called  to 
the  bar  of  the  parliament  of  Paris ; 
and  early  in  life  rendered  himfelf 
eonfpicuous  in  the  annals  of  lite¬ 
rature,  by  the  publication  of  feve- 
ral  pieces  of  much  celebrity.  He 
field  the  rank  of  captain  of  dra¬ 


goons,  and  a£fed  as  aid-de-camp 
to  Count  and  Field  Marlhal  Brog- 
lio.  In  1755  he  was  introduced 
by  Prince  de  Conti  to  Louis  XV. 
with  the  knowledge  of  his  fup- 
pofed  fex,  and  was  employed  by 
that  monarch  on  many  important 
mifiions.  In  the  courfe  of  his  em¬ 
ployment  as  a  civil  fervant,  and  in 
his  military  chara6ter,  he  received 
fome  wounds  by  accident,  and  by 
his  perfonal  courage,  evinced  in 
engagements  at  the  head  of  his  re¬ 
giment.  The  full  milfion  which 
introduced  him  to  notice  in  Europe 
was  of  a  diplomatic  nature  to  the 
court  of  Ruflia,  being  fecretary  of 
embafly  to  the  Marquis  de  l’Hof- 
pital,  where  he  conduced  himfelf 
fo  much  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the 
emprefs,  that,  on  leaving  Peterf- 
burgh,  he  was  preferred  with  5000 
roubles,  and  a  valuable  miniature 
of  her  imperial  majefty. 

In  1761  he  firft  appeared  at  the 
court  of  London  as  fecretary  of 
embafly  to  the  Due  de  Nivernois, 
inverted  with  powers  to  conclude 
the  peace  of  1763.  In  this  bufi- 
nefs  he  fo  far  procured  the  fan&ion 
of  the  government  of  England, 
that  he  was  requefted  to  carry  over 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  be¬ 
tween  the  BritHh  court  and  that  of 
Verfailles,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  French  monarch  inverted  him 
with  the  order  of  St»  Louis.  He 
had  behaved  in  the  character  of 
fecretary  fo  much  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  duke,  that  that  noble¬ 
man,  upon  his  departure  for  France, 
in  May  1763,  got  D’Eon  appoint¬ 
ed  minifter  plenipotentiary  in  his 
room.  In  the  Oiflober  following, 
however,  the  Count  de  Guerchy 
havirtg  arrived  here  as  ambaflador 
from  the  court  of  Verfailles,  the 
chevalier  received  orders,  or  rather 
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was  requefted,  to  ad  as  fecretary 
or  afliftant  to  the  new  ambaflfador. 
This,  it  feems,  mortified  him  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that,  pretending 
the  letter  of  recall  which  accom¬ 
panied  it  was  a  forgery,  as  a  cor- 
refpondent,  and  intimate  friend 
likewife  and  neighbour  of  the 
French  prime  minifter,  gave  him 
no  notice  of  it,  lie  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  to  deliver  it ;  and  thereby 
drew  on  himfelf  the  cenfure  of  his 
own  court.  Upon  this  the  cheva¬ 
lier,  with  a  view  of  exculpating 
himfelf,  or  from  a  motive  of  re¬ 
venge,  or  perhaps  both,  publifhed 
a  fuccind  account  of  all  the  nego- 
ciations  in  which  he  had  been  en¬ 
gaged,  expofed  fome  fecrets  of  the 
French  court,  and  rather  than  (pare 
his  enemies,  revealed  fome  things 
greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  his  beft 
friends.  Among  other  perfons  very 
freely  treated  in  this  publication, 
was  the  Count  de  Guerchy  ;  and 
it  was  this  treatment  that  drew  on 
him  a  profecution  for  a  libel  on  his 
excellency,  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  in  July  1764,  in  which  he 
was  found  guilty.  It  was  but 
natural  that  this  behaviour  fhould 
draw  on  I) ’Eon  the  refentment  of 
the  court  of  France;  or,  at  leaft, 
that  he  fhould  apprehend  it.  Whe¬ 
ther  or  not,  therefore,  that  court 
folicited  his  being  given  up,  which 
is  very  probable,  reports  were 
fpread,  not  only  that  it  had  been 
fo,  but  even  had,  on  being  refufed, 
fent  over  perfons  to  kidnap  the 
chevalier,  and  carry  him  off  by 
force  or  fraud,  fince  it  could  not 
come  at  him  by  fair  means.  If  the 
chevalier  himfelf  was  not  the  au¬ 
thor  of  thefe  reports,  he  at  leaft 
credited  them  fo  far,  that  he  wrote 
four  letters  to  complain  of  thefe 
defigns  againft  him,  as  known  to 


him  by  undoubted  authority  ;  one 
to  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Mansfield, 
another  to  the  Earl  of  Bute,  a 
third  to  Earl  Temple,  and  a  fourth 
to  Mr.  Pitt,;  and  to  aik  their  ad¬ 
vice,  if,  as  he  had  contracted  no 
debt,  and  behaved  himfelf  on  all 
things  as  a  dutiful  fubjedf,  he 
might  not  kill  the  firft  man  who 
fhould  attempt  to  arreft  him,  fince 
he  could  not  confider  fuch  arreft  in 
any  other  light  than  to  kidnap 
him  ;  weakly  alleging,  that  were 
the  laws  to  condemn  him  for  fo 
doing,  which  he  could  not  (he  fa  id) 
conceive,  the  fpirit  of  them  muft 
feel  the  ftroke.  But,  if  he  really 
knew,  from  undoubted  authority, 
that  there  was  a  defign  againft  his 
perfon,  and  the  villains  entrufted 
with  the  execution  of  that  defign, 
he  might  eafily  have  prevented  it, 
and  in  a  legal  way,  by  an  informa¬ 
tion  againft  them.  In  March  1764, 
a  bill  of  indidiment  was  found 
againft  the  Count  de  Guerchy,  for 
a  confpiracy  againft  the  chevalier’s 
life  ;  and  the  procefs  preparing  by 
the  chevalier  againft  him  was  faid 
to  have  perplexed  the  miniftry ; 
ambaffadors  being,  by  the  laws  of 
nations,  exempted  from  the  ordi¬ 
nary  forms  of  law  in  the  countries 
where  they  are  refident.  A  houfe 
in  Scotland-yard  was,  Nov.  20, 
1764,  forcibly  ranfacked  in  fearch 
of  D’Eon,  and  in  doing  it  a  door 
broken  open  by  fix  perfons,  fome  of 
them  well  known,  in  confequence, 
they  faid,  of  orders  from  above — 
a  thing  not  at  all  improbable,  confi- 
dering  into  what  mifdemeanors,  it  is 
reafonable  to  think,  the  chevalier’s 
indifcretion  and  ignorance  of  our 
laws  might  have  betrayed  him — ■ 
mifdemeanours,  perhaps,  fufficient 
to  juftify  even  more  violent  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  fearching  for  and  ap¬ 
prehend- 
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prehending  the  perfon  guilty  of 
them.  The  chevalier,  not  having 
furrendered  himfelf  to  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench  to  receive  judg¬ 
ment  for  the  libel  of  which  he  had 
Been  found  guilty,  was,  June  13, 
1765,  declared  outlawed.  In  Au- 
gutt,  1769,  Dr.  Mufgrave  circu¬ 
lated  “  An  Addrefs  to  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders 
of  the  County  of  Devon in 
which  he  afferts,  that  “  In  the 
fummer  of  1764,  an  overture  had 
been  made  to  Sir  George  Younge, 
Mr.  Fitzherbert,  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament,  in  the  name  of 
the  Chevalier  D' Eon ,  importing 
that  the  chevalier  was  ready  to 
impeach  three  perfons,  two  of 
whom  were  peers  and  members  of 
the  privy  council,  of  felling  the 
peace  to  the  French  :  that  he  (Dr. 
M.)  had  given  information  of  this 
to  Lord  Halifax,  urging  him  to 
fend  for  the  chevalier,  in  order  to 
examine  him,  and  perufe  his  pa¬ 
pers,  which  his  lordihip  refufed, 
as  he  confidered  the  charge  ground- 
lefs/’  Dr.  M.  apprehends,  he 
fays,  that,  owing  to  his  lordlhip’s 
refufal,  the  proofs  of  their  guilt 
might  be  weakened  or  deftroyed 
by  the  death  of  witneffes  or  de¬ 
ft  ruHion  of  papers,  and  even  by 
more  than  thefe  ordinary  accidents 
• — for  “it  ftands  upon  record/* 
continues  he,  “  that  the  Count  de 
Guerchy  had  confpired  to  affaffi- 
nate  the  chevalier;  neither  has  this 
charge  hitherto  been  refuted  or 
anfwered.  This  not  fucceeding,  a 
band  of  ruffians  was  hired  to  kid¬ 
nap  that  gentleman,  and  carry  off 
his  papers.”  Dr.  M.  alfo  ftates, 
that  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Fitz¬ 
herbert,  that  an  overture  had  been 
made  to  the  chevalier,  the  objeft 
of  which  was,  to  get  the  papers  out 


of  his  hands  for  a  ftipulated  fum 
of  money.  The  chevalier,  in  his 
anfwer  to  this  addrefs,  denies  every 
thing  that  Dr.  M.  had  advanced 
,with  refpeft  to  him.  May  20, 
1771,  a  caveat  was  entered  at 
Doctors  Commons  againft  the 
goods  of  the  chevalier,  he  being 
fuppofed  to  be  dead,  as  he  had 
been  advertifed,  and  no  account 
could  be  got  of  him.  The  cheva¬ 
lier  was  engaged  in  two  or  three 
duels ;  and  a  wound  received  in 
one  of  thefe  led  to  the  fufpicion  of 
his  fex,  which  terminated  in 
wagers  to  a  very  large  amount, 
and  a  curious  trial,  July  1,  1777, 
before  Lord  Mansfield.  The  ac¬ 
tion  was  brought  by  Mr.  Hayes, 
a  furgeon,  againft  Mr.  Jaques,  a 
broker,  for  the  recovery  of  700/. 
Jaques  having  fome  time  before  re¬ 
ceived  premiums  of  fifteen  guineas 
per  cent,  for  every  one  of  which 
he  ftood  engaged  to  return  100 
whenever  it  fhould  be  proved  that 
the  chevalier  was  a  woman.  Mr. 
Louis  Legoux  and  Mr.  de  Mo. 
rande  pofitively  declared  the  che¬ 
valier  to  be  a  woman.  The  de¬ 
fendant’s  counfel  pleaded  that  the 
plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  laying  the 
wager,  knew  that  the  court  of 
France  treated  with  the  chevalier 
as  a  woman,  to  grant  her  a  pen- 
fion,  and  that  the  French  court 
muff  have  ftrong  circumftanccs  to 
imbibe  that  idea  ;  and  thence  in¬ 
ferred  that  the  wager  was  unfair. 
Lord  Mansfield  expreffed  his  ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  whole  tranffiction, 
but  allowed  the  fairnefs  of  the 
wager.  And  no  attempt  being 
made  to  contradict  the  evidence  of 
the  chevalier  being  a  woman, 
Hayes  obtained  a  verdict  with 
cofts.  But  the  matter  was  after¬ 
wards  folemnly  argued  before  Lord 
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Mansfield  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  ;  and  the  defendant  pleading 
a  late  a<5t  of  parliament  for  non¬ 
payment,  it  was  admitted  to  be 
binding ;  by  which  decifion  all  the 
infurers  in  the  above  tranfatftion 
were  deprived  of  their  expected 
harveft.  The  chevalier  left  Eng¬ 
land  in  Auguft  1777,  declaring  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  he 
had  no  intereft  whatever  in  the  po¬ 
licies  refpe&ing  his  fex.  After 
the  above  decilion  he  put  on  female 
attire,  which  he  continued  to  wear 
to  his  death.  That  there  muft 
have  been  fome  unfair  dealings  in 
this  btifinefs  is  certain,  though  per¬ 
haps  it  is  impoflible  to  conje&ure 
with  whom  they  originated.  The 
high  fenfe  of  honour  which  was 
always  attributed  to  the  chevalier, 
would  induce  one  to  fuppofe  him 
innocent,  had  he  not  countenanced 
the  fraud  by  indecently  affuming 
and  continuing  the  female  habit : 
the  indigent  circumftances,  how- 
ever,  in  which  he  died,  evince 
that  he  could  have  received  no  pe. 
cuniary  benefit  of  confequence. 

In  1779  the  chevalier,  or  Ma¬ 
dame  D’Eon,  was  refident  in 
France  ;  and  perfifting  in  a  refolu- 
tion  to  equip  himfelf  to  ferve  on 
board  the  fleet,  notwithftanding 
orders  from  court  to  retire,  he  was 
arrefled,  and  conducted  to  the  caf- 
tie  of  Dijon. 

After  this  period  he  was  fre¬ 
quently  engaged  in  England  in 
public  exhibitions  of  fencing,  in 
which  he  was  peculiarly  skilful. 

In  June  1792,  he  fent  a  petition 
to  the  National  Aflembly  at  Paris, 
(as  Madame  D*Eon)  defiring  to 
be  employed  in  their  fervice  as  a 
foldier,  to  have  his  feniority  in  the 
army,  and  permilfion  to  raife  a  le» 
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gion  of  volunteers  for  the  fervice 
of  his  country. 

For  his  various  fervices  to  the 
government  of  France,  he  was  re¬ 
warded  with  a  penfion  of  3000 
livres  in  1757,  with  one  of  2000 
in  1760,  and  with  a  third  in 
17660!  1 2000  from  the  privy  purfe 
of  Louis  XVI.  which  he  received 
until  fome  fhort  time  after  the 
commencement  of  the  French  Revo¬ 
lution,  fince  which  he  refided,  in 
a  moft  retired  manner,  partly  in  a 
houfe  occupied  by  Colonel  Thorn¬ 
ton,  on  the  Surrey  fide  of  Weft, 
minfter  bridge,  and  latterly  in 
Millman-ftreet,  Foundling  Hofpi- 
tal,  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Cole  (to 
whofe  kindnefs  and  attention  he 
was  indebted  for  the  principal 
comforts  of  his  latter  days.)  For 
the  laft  two  years  he  had  been  in 
an  infirm  ftate  of  health,  and  had 
been  attended  by  the  Pere  Elizee, 
who  during  all  that  time  never 
fufpe&ed  him  to  be  a  man.  On 
the  night  of  May  21,  about  ten 
o’clock,  he  died,  and  the  Pere 
coming  next  day,  afeertained  by 
accident  his  real  fex.  Struck  with 
the  difeovery,  he  requefted  fome 
Englifh  furgeons  to  aflift  on  the 
next  day  in  opening  the  body. 
Accordingly,  on  the  23d,  the  body 
was  examined  and  diflfefted  by  Mr. 
T.  Copeland,  in  the  prefence  of 
Mr.  Adair,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Le 
Pere  Elizee.  Lord  Yarmouth,  Sir 
Sydney  Smith,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  and  other  perfonages  of 
diftin&ion,  were  prefen t.  The  re- 
fult  proved  the  deceafed  to  have 
been  a  perfeft  male ;  and  a  certifi¬ 
cate  to  that  effe<5l  has  been  circu¬ 
lated  by  Mr.  Copeland.  Many 
perfons  of  high  rank  and  profef- 
lional  men  afterwards  vifited  the 
3  houfe. 
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houfe,  and  examined  the  body. 
His  remains  were  privately  inter¬ 
red  in  the  church  of  St.'Pancras, 
on  the  28th. 

The  private  life  of  the  chevalier 
has  always  been  underload  to  have 
been  extremely  amiable :  his  na¬ 
tural  abilities  were  great,  and  his 
acquirements  molt  numerous.  He 
poflefled  an  extenfive  knowledge 
of  the  ancient  and  modern  lan¬ 
guages  ;  in  horfemanfhip  his  fupe- 
rior  excellence  was  univerfally  ac¬ 
knowledged  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
general  eftimation  in  which  his 
cha rafter  was  held,  that  he  was 
prefented  with  a  troop  in  one  of 
the  cavalry  regiments  of  the  guards. 
His  Ikill  in  fencing  was  deemed  by 
the  belt  judges  to  be  pre-eminent : 
in  a  public  exhibition  he  contended 
with  the  celebrated  chevalier  St. 
George  and  Mr.  Angelo,  and 
gave,  upon  the  whole,  a  confider- 
able  number  of  hits. 

Near  Llanelly,  John  Rees, 
aged  109. 

At  Louth,  Mr.  G.  Maddifon, 
aged  100. 

At  Weftruther,  N.  B.  Marga¬ 
ret  Jordan,  aged  100. 

Near  Harlelton,  Norfolk,  Mrs. 
Warne,  aged  100. 

At  Keig,  Aberdeenfhire,  Peter 
Anderfon,  aged  1 1 5,  who  was 
firft  married  when  94  years  old, 
and  had  four  children. 

At  Grimlhy,  John  Campbell, 
aged  103. 

V 


JUNE.  . 

^  Letters  from  India  Pate, 
1  *  that  the  fore  ft  of  Imeldbar 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ava,  was, 


through  the  negligence  of  feme 
wood-cutters,  who  had  kindled  a 
lire  at  the  root  of  feveral  lofty 
trees,  in  a  state  of  conflagration 
in  the  early  part  of  June.  The 
foreft  was  65  miles  in  length,  and 
28  in  breadth;  and  fuch  was  the 
power  of  the  flames,  aided  by  a 
high  wind,  that  mafles  of  burning 
wood,  weighing  half  a  ton,  were 
carried  through  the  air  to  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  20  miles.  Fifty  villages 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  foreft  were 
deftroyed.  Many  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  and  idolatrous  natives,  be¬ 
lieving  the  calamity  to  be  a  diredl 
vifitation  of  fome  vengeful  deity, 
and  not  choofing  to  survive  the 
lofs  of  their  property,  precipi¬ 
tated  themfelves  into  the  flames. 
At  the  date  of  thefe  letters  the 
conflagration  had  continued  with 
unabating  fiercenefs  for  five  weeks  ; 
and  from  the  vaft  area  in  which 
the  body  of  the  fire  lay,  with  the 
contiguity  of  other  forefts,  the  de- 
ftru&ion  of  half  the  kingdom  ap¬ 
peared  certain. 

Generous  highwayman  ! — -  , 

Mr.  Nicholls,  a  farmer,  at  2 
Toft,  near  Bourn,  was  laft  week 
flopped  by  a  highwayman,  who  rob¬ 
bed  him  of  16/.  Mr.  N.  at  firft  de¬ 
livered  a  pocket-book  containing 
29/.  with  a  reprefentation,  that  it 
was  all  the  money  he  had  to  affift 
him  on  his  journey  ;  the  robber 
hereupon  returned  him  two  1  /. 
notes.  They  were  then  parting, 
Mr.  N.  told  him  that  he  might  as 
well  give  back  the  pocket-book. 
The  fellow  acquiefced,  and  with 
the  pocket-book  returned  a  10/. 
note,  faying  it  was  more  than  he 
fhould  want. 

Female  Heroifm. — On  Fri-  ^ 
day  night,  two  men  attacked  d<1  ? 

the 
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the  houfe  of  a  widow  woman, 
named  Cornifh,  at  Clonard,  near 
Wexford*  in  which  were  two 
young  girls,  her  grand  children. 
While  the  robbers  were  forcing 
their  way  into  the  houfe  the  girls 
armed  themfelves,  one  with  a 
pitchfork,  the  other  with  an  oak 
flick.  The  firft  man  who  entered 
was  immediately  knocked  down 
and  fecured,  but  the  other  coming 
to  his  refcue,  a  fevere  conteft  en- 
fued,  which  lafted  fome  time,  when 
the  robbers  thought  proper  to  de¬ 
camp,  leaving  behind  them  a  bag 
and  a  halter.  The  girls  were  fe- 
verely  wounded  ;  one  in  particular 
has  been  dreadfully  lacerated  in 
the  face  by  an  iron  flandard  of  a 
car,  (fuppofed  to  have  been  brought 
by  the  robbers  for  the  purpofe  of 
forcing  the  door  of  the  houfe,  and 
which  was  found  after  their  depar¬ 
ture).  She  is  now  in  care  of  a 
surgeon  ;  nine  flitches  were  found 
neceffary  toclofeone  of  the  wounds. 
We  have  often  heard  of  the  valour 
of  irifh  men,  but  furely  this  trait 
of  genuine  heroifm  in  Irifh  women 
deferves  to  be  recorded. 

,  His  royal  highnefs  the 
^  *  Duke  of  Kent,  conceiving 
that  Mrs.  Clarke’s  publication 
tends  to  implicate  him  as  being  the 
first  caufe  of  the  recent  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  his  royal  bro¬ 
ther,  has  thought  proper  to  publifh 
the  following  affertions  of  Major 
Dodd.  The  queflions  w^ere  pro- 
pofed  to  that  gentleman  as  early  as 
July  laft,  but  from  fome  caufe  or 
other  have  not  been  made  public 
till  now. 

Queries  put  to  Captain  Dodd  hy 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Kent  ;  and  his  anfuners  thereto , 
26th  July ,  1809. 

Query — Have  I  either  diredly 
or  Indiredly  fandioned,  advifed. 


or  encouraged  any  attack  upon  the 
Duke  of  York  ? — A,  Never. 

(Signed  T.  Dodd.) 
Query-—  Have  I  had  to  your 
knowledge,  any  acquaintance  or 
communication  with  Colonel  War- 
dle,  or  any  of  the  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  in  bringing  forward  the  in- 
vefligation  refpecling  the  Duke 
of  York’s  conduct  which  took 
place  in  parliament  laft  winter,  ei¬ 
ther  dired  or  indirect  ? — A.  I  feel 
confident  that  your  royal  highnefs 
has  nofuch  knowledge  or  acquaint¬ 
ance.  (Signed  T.  Dodd.) 

Query — Have  I,  to  your  know¬ 
ledge,  ever  had  any  acquaintance 
with,  or  knowledge  of,  Mrs. 
Clarke,  or  any  communication 
with  her  dired  or  indired,  upon 
the  fubjed  above-named,  or  any 
other. — A .  I  am  confident  your 
royal  highnefs  never  had. 

(Signed  T.  Dodd). 
Query — Have  I  ever  expreffed 
to  you  any  fentiment  which  could 
induce  you  to  believe  that  I  ap¬ 
proved  of  what  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  in  parliament  againfl  the 
Duke  of  York,  or  of  any  pro¬ 
ceeding  that  would  tend  to  his  ob¬ 
loquy  and  difgrace  ?—A.  Never. 
I  have  heard  your  royal  highnefs 
lament  the  bufinefs  viva  <voce :  and 
you  made  the  fame  communication 
to  me  in  writing. 

(Signed  T.  Dodd  ) 
Qitery — Have  you  ever,  to  your 
recolledion,  expreffed  yourfelf, 
either  by  word  or  writing,  either 
to  Colonel  VVardle  or  Mrs.  Clarke, 
or  to  any  other  perfon  conneded 
with  the  invefligation  of  the  Duke 
of  York’s  condud,  in  any  way 
that  could  give  them  reafori  to 
fuppofe  that  I  approved  of  the 
meafure,  or  would  countenance 
thofe  concerned  in  bringing  it  for¬ 
ward  ?- — A,  Never.  But  I  have 
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on  the  contrary  expreffed  myfelf, 
that  your  royal  highness  would 
have  a  very  different  feeling. 

(Signed  T.  Dodd). 

Query — What  were  my  expref- 
fions  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  pamph¬ 
let  which  appeared,  palling  fentence 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  others  of  my  family, 
and  holding  up  my  character  to 
praife^  and  what  have  been  the 
fentiments  which  I  have  uniformly 
expreffed  on  fimilar  publications, 
whether  in  the  newspapers  or  other- 
wife  ? — A.  I  have  invariably  heard 
your  royal  highnefs  regret  that 
any  perfon  fhould  attempt  to  do 
juftice  to  your  own  character  at 
the  expence  of  that  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  or  any  other  member  of 
your  family. 

(Signed  T.  Dodd). 

Query — During  the  ten  years 
you  have  been  my  private  fecre- 
tary,  when,  in  the  mo  ft  confiden¬ 
tial  moments,  I  have  given  vent 
to  my  wounded  feelings  upon  pro- 
feflional  fubje&s,  did  you  ever  hear 
me  exprefs  myfelf  inimical  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  or  that  I  enter¬ 
tained  an  expectation  of  raifing 
myfelf  by  his  fall  ? — A.  Never  : 
on  the  contrary,  I  have  frequently 
heard  your  royal  highnefs  exprefs 
yourfelf  very  differently. 

(Signed  T.  Dodd.) 

The  above  queftions,  written 
in  Col.  Vefey's  hand,  were  all 
dictated  by  me. 

(Signed)  Edward. 

In  the  prefence  of  Lord  Harrington. 

(Signed)  Harrington. 

J.  A.  Vesey. 

Jeffery  the  Seaman. — On  Tuef- 
day  the  following  depofition  was 
received  by  government  : — f(  This 
is  to  certify,  that  perfonally  ap¬ 
peared  before  me,  John  Adams, 
mailer  of  the  American  fchooner 


Adams,  belonging  to  Marblehead, 
in  the  ftate  of  Maffachuffets,  and 
voluntarily  made  oath,  that  in  the 
month  of  December,  1809,  he  did, 
whilft  palling  the  ifland  of  Som¬ 
brero,  in  the  Sombrero  paffage,  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  difeover  from  his 
veffel  a  man  waving  his  hand  on 
the  said  ifland  ;  whereupon  the  faid 
deponent  hove  his  veffel  to,  and 
fent  his  boat  on  fhore  with  the 
mate,  who  found  a  man  on  the  faid 
ifland  extremely  reduced  and  ex- 
haufted,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  to 
fpeak.  That  the  man  having  been 
brought  on  board  the  fchooner, 
and  fomewhat  recovered,  declared, 
that  his  name  was  Robert  Jeffery, 
a  feaman,  belonging  to  his  majef- 
ty’s  brig  of  war  Recruit,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Warwick 
Lake,  and  that  he  had  been  eight 
days  on  the  faid  ifland.  This  de¬ 
ponent  further  faid,  that  the  faid 
Robert  Jeffery  became  quite  re¬ 
covered,  and  went  to  Beverly, 
where  he  refided,  working  at  his 
trade  of  a  blackfmith,  when  de¬ 
ponent  faw  him  laft. 

(( Sworn  before  me,  at  Corunna, 
19th  May,  1810. 

((  J.  L.  Manjac,  vice-cons. 
u  Done  in  the  prefence  of  George 
Digby,  captain  of  his  majefty’s 
fhipCoffack,  and  George  White, 
afliftant-commiffary. 

<(  (A  true  copy) 

tc  Geo.  Digby. ^ 

.  Trial  of  Mr.  William 
I^'t  U  Cohbett. — This  important 
cafe  came  on  to  be  tried  before  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Ellenborough, 
in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  at 
Wcftminfter-hall,  at  nine  o’clock 
on  Friday  morning.  The  pannel 
being  called  over,  the  following 
were  fworn  of  the  jury  : — 
Thomas  Rhodes,  Hampftead-road. 
JohnDavis,  Southampton. place,  do. 
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James  Ellis,  Tottenham. court- 
road, 

John  Richards,  Bayfwater. 
Thomas  Marfham,  Baker-ftreet. 
Robert  Heathcote,  High-ftreet, 
Mary-le-bone. 

John  Maude,  York-place,  ditto. 
George  Bagfter,  Church-terrace, 
Pancras. 

Thomas  Taylor,  Red  Lion-fquare. 
David  Dean,  no,  St.  John's- 
ftreet. 

William  Palmer,  Upper-ftreet,  If- 
lington. 

Jofeph  Weft  (talefman)  was  about 
to  be  fworn,  but 

Mr.  Cobbett  obje&ed  to  him,  and 
he  was  withdrawn  without  afligning 
any  reafon,  on  the  confent  of  the 
attorney. general. 

Henry  Faver,  a  talefman,  was 
then  fworn  and  made  up  the  twelve. 

The  attorney-general  then  open¬ 
ed  the  cafe  on  behalf  of  the  crown. 
In  1808,  Lord  Caftlereagh  brought 
in  his  bill  by  which  the  local  mi¬ 
litia  might  be  called  out  for  28 
days,  though  they  had  only  been 
called  out  20  days.  When  the 
Cambridgefhire  militia  was  called 
out,  fome  difaffefted  perfons  in  the 
ille  of  Ely  caufed  them  to  mutiny, 
and  it  was  found  neceffary  to  call 
in  the  military  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  five  of  the  ringleaders 
were  fentenced  to  receive  500 
lalhes,  part  only  of  which  they  re¬ 
ceived.  The  German  legion,  who 
were  thus  called  ^in,  is  compofed  of 
a  body  of  brave  men,  who,  when 
Hanover  was  over-run,  quitted 
their  country,  and,  entering  into 
his  majefty's  fervice,  have  con¬ 
duced  themfelves  with  bravery, 
and  it  was  no  difparagement  to 
the  Britifh  army  to  fay,  that  the 
German  legion  even  (hared  the 
glory  with  them.  At  the  battle 
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of  Talavera  the  German  legion 
took  three  ftandards.  No  troops 
had  ever  condu&ed  themfelves  in 
a  more  quiet,  orderly,  fober 
manner,  and  he  could  not  find  that 
any  complaint  had  been  made 
againft  them.  Mr.  Wardle,  in  a 
motion  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
had  propofed  to  difband  the  Ger¬ 
man  legion,  againft  which  Mr. 
Hulkiffon  offered  fufficient  reafons. 
A  paragraph  foon  after  appeared 
in  the  Courier,  which  he  would 
read — 

((  The  mutiny  amongft  the  local 
militia,  which  broke  out  at  Ely, 
was  fortunately  fupprefled  on  Wed- 
nefday,  by  the  arrival  of  four 
fquadrons  of  the  German  legion 
cavalry  from  Bury,  under  the 
command  of  general  Ackland. 
Fve  of  the  ringleaders  were  tried 
by  a  court-martial,  and  fentenced 
to  receive  500  lafhes  each ,  part  of 
which  punifhment  they  received  on 
Wednefday ,  and  a  part  was  remit¬ 
ted.  A  foppage  for  their  knapfacks 
was  the  ground  of  complaint  that 
excited  this  mutinous  fpirit,  which 
occafioned  the  men  to  fur  round 
their  officers,  and  demand  what 
they  deemed  their  arrears.  The 
firft  divifion  of  the  German  legion 
halted  yefterday  at  Newmarket, 
on  their  return  to  Bury/' — Courier 
(  Minifterial )  Nevcfpaper ,  Saturday , 
June  2 4,  1809. 

With  this  paragraph,  as  a  text 
to  a  fermon,  had  Mr.  Cobbett 
headed  his  paper. 

The  attorney-general'  then  read 
the  alleged  libel. 

((  Local  Militia  and  German  Le¬ 
gion.” 

<(  See  the  motto,  Englifli  reader ! 
See  the  motto,  and  then  do  pray 
recollect  all  that  has  been  faid  about 
the  way  in  which  Buonaparte 

raifes 
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raifes  bis  foldiers— -Well  done, 
Lord  Caftlereagh !  This  is  juft 

what  it  was  thought  your  plan 
would  produce.  Well  faid,  Mr. 
Hufkifton  !  It  really  was  not  with¬ 
out  reafon  that  you  dwelt  with  fo 
much  earneftnefs  upon  the  great 
utility  of  the  foreign  troops,  whom 
Mr.  Wardle  appeared  to  think  of 
no  utility  at  all.  Poor  gentle- 
man  !  he  little  imagined  how  a 
great  genius  might  find  ufeful  em¬ 
ployment  for  fuch  troops.  He 
little  imagined,  that  they  might 
be  made  the  means  of  compelling 
Englifhmen  to  fubmit  to  that  fort 
of  difcipline,  which  is  fo  conducive 
to  the  producing  in  them  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  defend  the  country,  at  the 
rifk  of  their  lives.  Let  Mr.  War¬ 
dle  look  at  my  motto,  and  then 
fay,  whether  the  German  foldiers 
are  of  no  life— Five  hundred  lafhes 
each  ! — -Aye,  that  is  right !  Flog 
them  ;  flog  them ;  flog  them ! 
They  deferve  it,  and  a  great  deal 
more.  They  deferve  a  flogging  at 
every  meal  time.  (  Lafh  them 
daily,  lafh  them  daily/  What  ! 
lhall  the  rafcals  dare  to  mutiny , 
and  that  too  when  the  German  le¬ 
gion  is  fo  near  at  hand  !  Lafh  them, 
lafh  them,  lafh  them  !  They  de¬ 
ferve  it.  O,  yes ;  they  merit  a 
double-tailed  cat.  Bafe  dogs-! 
What,  mutiny  for  the  fake  of  the 
•price  of  a  knapfack  !  Lafh  them  ! 
flog  them  !  Bafe  rafcals  !  Mutiny 
for  the  price  of  a  goat's  fkin  !  — 
And  then,  upon  the  appearance  of 
the  German  foldiers ,  they  take  a 
flogging  as  quietly  as  fo  many 
trunks  of  trees  ! — I  do  not  know 
what  fort  of  a  place  Ely  is  ;  but  I 
really  fhould  like  to  know  how  the 
inhabitants  looked  one  another  in 
the  face,  while  this  fcene  was  ex¬ 
hibiting  in  their  town.  I  fhould 


like  to  have  been  able  to  fee  their 
faces,  and  to  hear  their  obferva- 
tions  to  each  other  at  the  time. 
This  occurrence  at  home  will,  one 
would  hope,  teach  the  loyal  a  little 
caution  in  fpeaking  of  the  means 
which  Napoleon  employs  (or  ra¬ 
ther,  which  they  fay  he  employs), 
in  order  to  get  together  and  to 
difcipline  his  confcripts.  There 
is  fcarcely  any  one  of  thefe  loyal 
perfons,  who  has  not,  at  various 
times,  cited  the  hand.cuffings,  and 
other  means  of  force ,  faid  to  be 
ufed  in  drawing  out  the  young 
men  of  France  ;  there  is  fcarcely 
one  of  the  loyal,  who  has  not 
cited  thefe  means  as  a  proof,  a 
complete  proof,  that  the  people  of 
France  hate  Napoleon  and  his  govern¬ 
ment,  aflift  with  relutdance  in  his 
wars ,  and  would  fain  fee  another 
revolution .  I  hope,  I  fay,  that 
the  loyal  will,  hereafter,  be  more 
cautious  in  drawing  fuch  conclu- 
iions,  now  that  they  fee  that  our 
‘  gallant  defenders'  not  only  re¬ 
quire  phyfical  reftraint,  in  certain 
cafes,  but  even  a  little  blood 
drawn  from  their  backs,  and  that, 
too,  with  the  aid  and  afliftance  of 
German  troops.  Yes  ;  I  hope  the 
loyal  will  be  a  little  more  upon 
their  guard  in  drawing  conclufions 
againft  Napoleon’s  popularity.— 
At  any  rate,  every  time  they  do, 
in  future,  burft  out  in  execrations 
againft  the  French  for  fullering 
themfelves  to  be  ‘  chained  toge¬ 
ther  and  forced,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  to  do  military  duty/ 
I  fhall  juft  re-publifti  the  paflage 
which  I  have  taken  for  a  motto  to 
the  prefent  fheet.  1  have  heard 
of  fome  other  pretty  little  things 
of  the  fame  fort ;  but  I  rather 
choofe  to  take  my  inftance  (and  a 
very  complete  one  it  is)  from  a 

public 
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public  print  notorioufly  under  the 
Fway  of  the  miniftry.” 

The  jury  would  dbferve  with 
how  much  reproach  Mr.  Cobbett 
mentioned  the  word  “loyal/' 
He  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  be¬ 
lieved  that  Napoleon  would  ufe 

fuch  means  to  raife  an  armv.  He 

•* 

not  only  rendered  it  a  vehicle  of  at¬ 
tack  on  this  country,  but  as  a  de¬ 
fence  of  the  emperor  of  France  ; 
he  would  not  permit  the  country 
to  believe  the  tyranny  of  Buo¬ 
naparte.  So  that  the  author  meant 
to  reprefent  that  the  treatment  of 
ininifters  was  as  tyrannical  as  the 
chaining  together  the  confcripts  of 
France.  The  objed  of  the  libel 
was  to  give  to  all  men  a  diftafte 
to  the  German  legion,  into  which 
fome  mud  enter,  and  to  perfuade 
people  that  the  tyranny  of  the 
meafure  of  the  local  militia  was 
greater  than  that  of  Buonaparte, 
For  thefe  reafons  he  felt  himfelf 
called  upon  to  bring  the  publica¬ 
tion  before  a  jury.  Whatever  the 
author  had  to  allege,  he  would  be 
patiently  heard.  He  had  confi- 
dered  the  paper  attentively,  and 
could  give  it  no  character  but 
that  which  he  had  defcribed  it 
to  be. 

Mr.  Cobbett  defended  himfelf, 
and  the  jury  found  him  guilty* 

He  was  fentenced  to  be  impri- 
foned  for  two  years  in  Newgate, 
to  pay  a  fine  of  one  thoufand 
pounds,  and  to  find  fecurity,  to 
the  amount  of  500 ol.  to  keep  the 
peace  for  feven  years ! 

n  .  A  fevere  hail-ftorm  took 
1  1#  place  on  the  18th  ult.  in 

the  vicinity  of  Mont  de  Marfan, 
and  at  Saint  Colombe  and  Codines, 
near  Saint  Sever,  in  confequence 
of  which,  half  the  vintage  in  thofe 
quarters  is  deftroyed.  On  the 
Vo l.  L1I.  or  Vol.  X.  New  S 


fame  day,  at  three  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  a  hail-ftorm,  the  mod  vio* 
lent  and  dreadful  within  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  oldeft  inhabitants,  ra*. 
vaged  the  territory  of  Colignac, 
in  the  canton  of  Nerac,  and  in  the 
fpace  of  a  few  minutes  blafted  the 
hopes  of  the  richeft  harveft,  and 
the  moft  abundant  vintage.  People 
who  were  in  the  fields  were  obliged 
to  fly,  covered  with  contufions*  to 
whatever  (belter  they  could  find, 
and  numbers  of  birds  and  poultry 
were  found  dead.  At  the  fame 
hour*  on  the  fucceeding  day,  the 
parilh  of  Villereal,  and  the  ad¬ 
joining  pariftres,  were  vifited  by  a 
fimilar  fcourge,  and  with  efleds 
equally  deftru&ive.  Several  of 
the  halftones  were  as  large  as  a 
goofe's  egg,  and  weighed  one  hec¬ 
togram  five  decagrams.  Every 
pane  of  glafs  expofed  to  the  ftorni 
was  broken, 

A  procefiion  in  honour  * 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett’s  20 
releafe  from  the  Tower,  was  plan¬ 
ned  by  his  friends  to  take  place  on 
this  day.  How  their  kind  inten¬ 
tions  were  fruft rated  will  be  feen 
in  this  narrative.  When  their  de¬ 
ft  gn  was  made  known*  a  caution 
to  the  people  to  warn  them  againft 
any  breach  of  the  peace*  was  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  fheriffs  of  Middle- 
fex,  M.  Wood  and  J,  Atkins, 
efqrs.  A  letter  was  alfo  fent 
to  the  Lord  Mayor,  from  Mr. 
Ryder,  ftcretary  of  ftate,  inti¬ 
mating,  that  as  he  underftood  a 
procefiion,  on  the  liberation  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  would  pafs 
through  the  city  to-day,  he  trufted 
his  lordftiip  would  take  the  necef- 
fary  meafures  to  preferve  the  peace 
of  the  city. 

The  following  additional  regu¬ 
lations  were  publiftied  by  the  com- 
eries.  [ Z J  mittee 
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mittee  of  friends  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdet  :  — 

Gentlemen  who  intend  walking 
in  the  proceflion  are  to  affemble  on 
Great  Tower-hill,  and  form  them- 
felves  in  the  order  of  march,  fix 
a. bread:,  with  front  towards  Coop- 
er’s-row.  Gentlemen  who  intend 
riding  on  horfeback  are  to  affemble 
in  Moo rfi elds.  Gentlemen  who 
intend  going  in  carriages  are  to 
affemble  in  the  Minories  ;  a  car¬ 
riage  will  be  placed  at  the  fouth 
corner  of  John-ftreet,  with  the 
horfes”  heads  towards  the  north, 
behind  which  the  others  are  to  fall 
in  as  they  arrive.  Gentlemen  on 
horfeback,  with  white  wands,  will 
attend  on  Tower-hill  to  marihal 
the  foot  ;  others  will  attend,  in 
like  manner,  in  Moorfields,  to 
marihal  the  horfe,  and  direCt  their 
march  to  the  Tower,  where  they 
will  join  the  foot  ;  others  in  like 
manner  will  attend  the  carriages 
in  the  Minories.  The  proceffion 
will  pafs  Sir  Francis  Burdett’s 
houfe ;  and  gentlemen  will  imme¬ 
diately  difperfe,  by  going  up  the 
Areets  on  the  north  fide  of  Picca¬ 
dilly.  The  time  for  gentlemen  to 
affemble  will  be  announced  as 
early  as  poffible.  The  committee 
of  the  friends  of  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  who  intend  to  exprefs  their 
refpeCt  and  gratitude  to  him  by 
efcorting  him  from  the  Tower, 
earneftly  recommend  to  every 
friend  to  freedom  not  to  allow  any 
circumllance  to  irritate  them,  and 
carefully  to  avoid  any  thing  that 
may  lead  to  tumult  and  diforder. 

In  confequence  of  this  intended 
proceflion  for  Sir  F.  B.  various 
bodies  of  people,  with  mu.fic  and 
bankers,  proceeded  from  different 
parts  of  the  town  towards  Tower- 
hill,  and  numerous  concerts  of 


marrow-bones  and  cleavers  greeted 
the  public  car.  The  lower  orders 
difplayed  the  higheft  poflible  de¬ 
gree  of  exultation  :  many  of  them, 
by  noon,  had  relaxed  their  tempe¬ 
rance  to  exhilarate  their  patriot- 
ifm.  Knife-grinders,  ballad- fing¬ 
ers,  butchers’  boys,  journeymen 
and  labourers  of  all  deferiptions, 
ardently  joining  in  the  fpontaneous, 
though  fomewbat  nnpolifhed,  fef- 
tivity .  Shortly  after  11  o’clock, 
a  ftrong  corps  of  foldiers  inarched 
from  the  parade  in  St.  James’s 
park,  to  proteCt  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Other  troops  alfo  paffed 
through  the  town.  On  Tower- 
hill  and  the  adjacent  ftreets,  the 
crowd  became  very  great  :  they 
waited  quietly,  but  in  the  moft 
anxiousexpeCtation  and  ardent  hope. 
Suddenly,  as  if  by  fome  unexpected 
vifitation  of  Providence,  an  uni- 
verfal  feeling  of  difappointment 
ran  through  all  their  ranks,  and 
the  cup  of  expectation  was  dafhed 
from  their  lips.  Sir  Francis,  they 
were  too  foon  informed,  for  what 
reafon  nobody  could  tell,  declined 
the  public  triumph  that  awaited 
him  ;  and  from  the  Tower-flairs, 
ftepping  into  a  boat,  had,  unob- 
fervedly,  taken  his  departure  from 
his  prifon-houfe  by  water.  It  is 
impoffible  to  Iketch  even  a  faint 
picture  of  the  effeCts  of  this  un- 
forefeen,  this  provoking  event ; 
the  people  at  large,  the  electors 
of  Weftminfter,  the  numerous 
cavalcade,  the  common  council- 
men  of  the  city  of  London,  all 
looking  at  each  other  for  a  time  in 
filent  chagrin  and  mute  defpair  ! 
The  awful  paufe  was  foon  broken, 
arid  rumour,  with  her  hundred 
thoufand  longues,  diffufed  as  many 
different  reports.  Some  faid  he 
had  been  carried  away  by  force  ; 
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fome  were  fure  he  was  ftill  kept  in 
durance  vile  ;  fome  infinuated  mat¬ 
ters  much  worfe  ;  and  others  con¬ 
ceived,  that  after  the  trouble  they 
had  voluntarily  taken,  the  expence 
they  had  put  themfelves  to,  and 
the  time  they  had  cheerfully  facri- 
fced,  the  majefty  of  the  people  had 
been  rather  indifferently  and  coldly 
treated.  It  was,  however,  deemed 
proper  that  the  proceflion  fhould 
go  back  in  form,  which  it  accord¬ 
ingly  did,  in  the  order  prefcribed 
* —  numerous  cavalcade  —  Major 
Cartwright  —  Colonel  Hanger— - 
Mr.  Waithman — Mr.  Quin — va¬ 
rious  banners — a  low  phaeton, 
drawn  by  four  bay  horfes,  driven 
by  poffilions  in  dreffes  of  dark 
blue  and  buff  jackets,  ornamented 
with  medallions  and  blue  ribbons. 
But  alas !  empty  !  !  1  No  Sir 
Francis  was  there  !  In  vain  from 
all  the  political  admirers,  and  all 
the  applauding  beauties  who  filled 
the  windows  from  Tower-hill  to 
Piccadilly,  who  had  not  yet  learned 
the  difafter,  and  who  waved  their 
blue  ribbands,  and  lily  handker¬ 
chiefs  in  the  air,  was  every  eye 
directed  towards  it,  to  behold  the 
patriot  fenator,  to  partake  of  and 
adorn  whofe  triumph  they  had 
from  all  quarters  affembled  :  it  was 
like  a  proceflion  without  a  pageant, 
an  army  without  a  general,  the 
play  of  Hamlet  by  country  ftrol- 
lers,  but  owing  to  unavoidable 
circumftances,  Hamlet  himfelf 
omitted.  Several  ftage  coaches 
participated  in  the  proceflion;  their 
drivers  little  inferior  to  more  arif- 
tocratical  artifts  of  the  four-in- 
hand  club. 

The  proceflion  went  on  in  the 
fame  irregular  manner,  through 
the  Strand,  Charing-crofs,  Ccck- 
fpur-ftreer,  Haymarker,  and  to 


the  houfe  of  Sir  Francis,  in  Pic¬ 
cadilly,  which  it  reached  about 
eight  o’clock.  Shortly  after  nine, 
as  the  darknefs  came  on,  thofe 
who  remained  became  clamorous 
for  lights.  At  firfl  fome  reludtence 
was  (hewn  by  the  inhabitants,  who, 
in  fad,  had  made  no  preparation  ; 
but  the  people  would  brook  no  dif- 
obedience  to  their  mandate.  A 
party  of  marrow-bone  and  cleaver 
muiicians,  from  St.  James’s  mar¬ 
ket,  fupported  the  proclamation 
for  lights  :  and  in  a  fhort  time 
there  was  a  general  illumination, 
throughout  Piccadilly,  St.  James’s- 
flreet,  the  Haymarket,  Charing- 
crofs,  the  Strand,  and  Fleet-flreet. 
Many  had  their  windows  broken. 
The  fheriffs  with  their  officers  on 
horfeback,  patrolled  the  flreets, 
and  ufed  every  pacific  and  perfua- 
five  exertion  to  induce  the  multi¬ 
tude  topreferve  good  order.  Their 
influence  feemed  to  have  its  weights 
The  peace  officers  on  duty  were 
very  numerous.  Some  perfons 
were  taken  into  cuftody.  At 
twelve  o’clock  the  mob  had  broken 
into  fmall  detached  parties,  and 
no  farther  mifchief  was  appre¬ 
hended. 

Mr.  John  Gale  Jones  having 
declared  that  he  would  not  quit 
Newgate,  the  following  plan  was 
adopted  for  his  expulfion.  It  was 
announced  to  Mr.  Jones,  that  a 
perfon  wifhed  to  fpeak  with  him 
at  the  outer  door ;  through  which 
Mr.  Jones,  though  fomewhat  fur- 
prifed,  v/as  politely  conducted , 
The  moment  he  paffed  the  gate  it 
doled,  and  Mr.  Newman  good 
humouredly  informed  him,  that 
his  longer  refidence  in  Newgate 
was  at  prefen t  inadmiffible. 

Atrocious  Outrage. —On 
the  night  of  Sunday  lafl, 
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about  the  hour  of  twelve,  a  party 
of  men,  whofe  number  and  equip¬ 
ment  for  the  work  of  blood  yet 
remain  to  be  accurately  known, 
paid  a  fatal  vifit  to  the  houfe  of 
Timothy  Collins,  an  honeft  and 
induflrious  farmer,  refiding  at 
Ballygarran,  nearly  on  the  road 
winch  leads  to  Ballymacaw,  and 
about  four  miles  diftant  from  the 
former  and  three  from  the  latter 
place.  The  family  were  aileep, 
and  fome  little  time  elapfed  before 
the  command  to  open  the  door  w&s 
complied  with.  This  was  at  length 
done  by  Collins  himfelf,  who  was 
inftantly  (hot  dead.  Some  of  the 
affailants  immediately  entered, 
and  knocked  down  the  filler  of 
Collins  with  the  butt-end  of  their 
pieces,  whom  they  met  in  the  firft' 
inftance,  and  who  appears  to  have 
advanced  towards  the  door  on  the 
report  of  the  ibot.  They  then 
went  forward  and  deliberately 
fired  into  a  bed',  in  which  two 
brothers  of  Collins  lay.  The  ball 
entered  near  the  (boulder  of  one 
of  them,  and  infli&ed  a  dangerous 
wound.  The  other  brother  was 
repeatedly  and  ferocioufly  (truck 
with  the  inftruments  in  the  hands 
of  his  enemies,  while  a  boy  who  was 
making  a  confiderable  noife,  ex¬ 
perienced  fmilar  treatment.  The 
female,  in  the  mean  time,  having 
fome  what  recovered  from  the 
blows,  had  crept  for  fafety  under 
the  bed.  The  alfaffins  imagining 
that  they  had  fully  accomplished 
their  deadly  purpofe,  went  to  the 
outfide  of  the  houfe,  and  joined 
their  affociates.  There,  as  it  may 
be  fairly  prefumed,  fome  confuta¬ 
tion  took  place,  when,  like  Mac¬ 
beth,  they  refolved  “  to  make 
aflurance  doubly  fure,  and  take  a 
bond  of  fate.”  The  door  was 


(hut  and  firmly  fecured  on  the  cuf» 
fide,  and  fire  fet  to  the  houfe,  in 
order  that  the  flames  fhould  per- 
fed;  what  unexampled  barbarity 
might  poflibly  have  left  unfinilhed. 
The  whole  party  withdrew,  as 
(oon  as  they  fa w  that  this  conclud¬ 
ing  fcene  of  their  dreadful  tragedy 
had  taken  effed.  The  brother?, 
already  weltering  in  their  blood, 
fpeedily  felt  the  horrors  of  their 
fituation  accumulated  by  the  rapid 
and  furious  approach  of  the  fmoke 
and  flames.  The  wourtds  they  re¬ 
ceived  had  deprived  one  of  them 
of  the  power  of  exertion  ;  but  the 
other,  although  enfeebled,  had  yet 
fufflcient  ftrength  to  go  to  the 
door,  and  by  an  effort  of  defpair, 
to  pull  it  open,  having  laid  hold 
of  it  by  the  under  part  and  drag¬ 
ged  itinw2rds.  He  then  returned 
and  took  out  his  brother  and  the 
boy,  and  immediately  went  back 
to  fearch  for  his  filter.  By  this 
time,  the  room  was  completely 
filled  with  the  flames,,  which  had 
particularly  feized  on  the  bed,  un¬ 
derneath  which  this  terrified  and 
wounded  female  had  taken  refuge. 
He  diftin&ly  heard  her  groans  ; 
but  to  refcue  her  was  now  impofi* 
Able  ;  and  he  was  compelled  to 
abandon  her  to  her  fate,  in  all  that 
agony  of  mind  of  which  kindred 
affe&ion  alone  can  judge !  Her 
body  was  found  next  morning  al- 
moft  wholly  cor.fumed.  The  three 
furvivors  found  accommodation  in 
a  neighbouring  houfe  till  the  morn¬ 
ing,  when  the  man  who  was  (hot 
at  in  the  bed,  and  the  boy,  were 
brought  to  the  Leper  Hofpital, 
where  their  fituation  receives  every 
attention.  The  ball  has  not  been 
extracted,  nor  can  the  confequences 
of  the  wound  be  as  yet  pro¬ 
nounced  upon.  The  boy  is  likely 

to 
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to  recover,  and  the  wounds  of  the 
other  brother  are  not  material. 
Died. — In  Horfham  gaol,  aged 
£2  years,  Simon  Southward,  for¬ 
merly  of  Boxgrove,  near  Chichef- 
ter.  This  fingular  character  was 
a  miller,  which  occupation  lie  fol¬ 
lowed  with  induftry  and  attention 
until  about  the  year  1766,  when, 
by  a  ft  range  fpecies  of  infanity, 
he  fancied  himfelf  Earl  of  Derby, 
king.of  Man,  alTumed  thofe  titles, 
neglected  his  bufinefs,  and  became 
very  troublefome  to  many  of  his 
neighbours.  In  February,  1767, 
he  was  arrelled  for  a  fmall  debt  at 
the  fuit  of  the  late  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  was  conveyed  to  the 
old  gaol  at  Horfham,  from  which 
lie  was  removed  (the  .firft  prifonec 
after  its  completion)  to  the  pre- 
fent  gaol,  and  from  which  he  was 
releafed  after  a  captivity  of  forty- 
three  years,  four  months^  and 
eight  days,  on  Wednefday  laft,  by 
the  hand  of  death  !  Simon  South¬ 
ward  was  in  ftature  about  fix  feet ; 
was  exceedingly  well  made,  and 
had  a  commanding  countenance  t 
his  manners  were  generally  affa¬ 
ble,  and  his  deportment  polite  :  he 
was,  however,  when  offended,  ex¬ 
ceedingly  wrathful,  and  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  pacified,  particularly  when 
his  ire  had  been  occafioned  by 
doubts  about  his  affumed  dignity. 
He  fuppofed  himfelf  a  date  pri- 
foner,  and  would  accept  of  no 
money  or  clothes  which  were  not 
prefer. ted  to  him  as  coming  from 
the  king,  his  coufin.  His  drtfs 
was  generally  a  drab  coat  of  a  very 
ancient  cut,  and  a  coeked  hat  with 
a  black  cockade.  Simon  was  ad- 
dreffed  as  well  by  the  governors 
of  the  gaol,  as  by  his  fellow-pri- 
foners  and  vifitors,  i(  My  lord/* 
and  to  no  other  denomination 
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would  he  ever  reply.  He  had  been 
supported  for  a  number  of  years 
paft  by  a  weekly  ftipend  from  the 
parifh  of  Boxgrove,  which  was 
paid  to  him  by  Mr.  Smart,  and 
which  his  lordfhip  expended  on 
neceffari.es  with  the  ftri&eft  eco¬ 
nomy,  but  could  fcarcely  ever  be 
prevailed  upon  to  receive  a  meal 
or  other  favour,  except  under  the 
defeription  above  ftated.  His  re¬ 
mains  were  removed  on  Friday  for 
interment  at  Boxgrove. 

At  Tetrenhall,  where  fhe  rc- 
fided  for  nearly  a  century,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Prettie,  aged  106. 

At  Yarmouth,  Mrs.  Hunter3 
aged  102. 


JULY. 

The  Moniteur contains  par-  ^  ^ 
ticulars  of  a  conflagration  that 
happenened  on  the  firft  of  this 
month,  at  a  ball  given  by  the  Aus¬ 
trian  ambaffador,  Prince  Schwart- 
zenburg,  on  account  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Napoleon  with  the  Arch- 
duchefs  ofAuftria.  A  temporary 
apartment  for  dancing  was  con- 
ftrufted  of  wood,  in  the  garden  of 
the  Ambaffador’s  refidence,  the 
decorations  of  which  were  of 
gauzes,  muflins,  and  other  light 
Huffs.  Buonaparte  with  his  con- 
fort  and  feveral  of  his  family  were 
prefent.  During  the  dancings  one 
of  the  window  curtains  caught  fire 
from  the  lights  near  it.  Buona¬ 
parte  with  his  party  efcaped  imme¬ 
diately  ;  but  feveral  periftied  in 
the  difafter.  It  is  known  that  the 
wife  and  daughter  of  Prince  Jo- 
feph  Schwartzenburg,  brother  oi 
the  ambaffador,  were  involved  in 
the  calamity.  Prince  Kurakin, 
the  Ruffian  ambaffador,  fell  down 
the  ftaireafe,  while  escaping  into 
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the  garden  ;  and  was  To  feverely 
wounded  that  his  recovery  is  un¬ 
certain.  Madame  Toufard,  wife 
of  General  Toufard,  is  fince  dead 
of  her  bruifes.  The  life  of  the 
Princefs  of  Leyen,  wife  of  the 
Ruffian  conful,  was  defpaired  oh 
Nearly  twenty  ladies  were  hurt, 
and  in  oft  of  them  dangeroufty. 
Many  other  perfons  were  hurt.  It 
does  not  appear  that  any  other  be- 
fides  an  accidental  caufe  was  the 
occafion  of  this  rnifchief ;  but  it 
is  certain,  that  afterwards  every 
coach,  public  or  private,  was  ex¬ 
amined  with  the  utmoft  ftri&nefs, 
at  the  diftance  of  one  poft  from 
Paris,  as  well  as  at  the  barriers. 
General  Krufemark,  the  Pruffian 
minifter,  was  wounded  by  this 
misfortune.  The  affiftance  of  en¬ 
gines,  water,  &c,  was.  prompt 
and  abundant ;  but  the  progrefs 
of  the  flames  was  too  rapid  to  be 
fupprefled.  The  ladders  which  had 
been  placed  on  the  fide  of  the  Rue 
de  la  Providence,  for  the  efcape  of 
the  ladies  and  the  wounded,  were 
employed  by  thieves  to  obtain 
accefs  to  the  garden  and  the  apart¬ 
ments  ;  from  which  they  ftole  many 
valuables,  particularly  diamonds. 
Prince  Kurakin  has  loft  all  his  jew¬ 
els. 

The  emperor  and  emprefs  had 
fcarcely  retired  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  tumult,  when  the 
crowd  precipitated  itfelf  towards 
the  three  doors  which  led  from  the 
hall.  It  is  impoffible  to  form  an 
idea  of  the  defpair  and  horror 
which  feized  upon  every  body 
when  the  cry  of  <£  fave  himfelf 
who  can,”  was  heard.  They 
crowded  together ;  they  ran  againft 
each  other,  fome  perfons  were 
trampled  under  foot ;  the  ceiling, 
the  beams  fell,  and  wounded  the 


unfortunate,  who  uttered  frightful 
cries.  The  heat  caufed  the  glaf- 
fes  and  luftres  with  which  the  hall 
was  decorated,  to  crack  with  an 
explofion  as  loud  as  that  of  a  pif- 
tol.  Prince  Kurakin  was  thrown 
down  by  a  luftre,  which  broke  his 
arm,  and  in  this  condition  he  was 
trampled  upon  by  thofe  who  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fave  themfelves. 
Many  ladies  experienced  the  fame 
fate,  others  were  overtaken  by  the 
flames,  which  fet  their  robes  of 
gauze  and  lace  on  fire,  and  either 
confumed  or  damaged  them.  A 
great  number  of  ladies  made  their 
efcape  to  the  garden  almoft  naked, 
and  hid  themfelves  in  the  thickets. 
Many  wifhed  to  fave  themfelves 
by  a  hole  which  the  fire  had  made 
in  the  wall,  but  not  being  able  to 
find  the  paflage,  were  burnt  or 
fuffocared.  They  reckon  the  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  who  perifhed  at 
from  60  to  70.  Diamonds  and 
jewels  to  the  amount  of  many  mil¬ 
lions  were  loft  in  the  tumult.  Prince 
Kurakin  had  in  his  hat  a  fuperb 
folitaire,  eftimated  at  400,000 
francs,  which  he  loft,  as  well  as  his 
epaulets  worth  800,000  francs ;  be- 
fldes,  at  the  moment  he  was  thrown 
down  he  was  near  lofing  the  finger 
on  which  he  wore  a  fuperb  ring  in 
brilliants.  It  is  fuppofed  that 
many  perfons  were  at  this  fete  v/hq 
were  not  invited. 

The  firft  annual  commemo-  , 
ration  fince  the  inftallation  of  - 
Lord  Grenville,  commenced  at 
Oxford  this  day.  The  morniny  was 
ufhered  in  by  the  ringing  of  bells, 
of  which  there  is  a  profufion  in  all 
parts  of  this  city.  At  nine  o’clock 
the  outer  gates  of  the  yard  of  the 
theatre  were  opened,  when  ladies 
and  gentlemen  had  their  clothes 
actually  torn  to  rags,  and  loft  their 

fhocs, 


CHRONICLE. 


fhoes,  rings,  &c.  A  number  of 
rings  and  trinkets  were  afterwards 
picked  up  out  of  the  mud.  The 
rifmgfemicircle  was  refer ved empty 
for  the  noblemen  and  dolors  who 
were  to  be  in  the  proceffion.  Sir 
Sidney  Smith  entered  the  area  at 
ten  o’clock,  in  his  uniform  :  he 
was  foon  recognifed  by  the  bache¬ 
lors  of  arts  and  under-graduate 
members  of  the  univerfity  in  the 
upper  gallery,  where  an  avenue 
was  made  for  Sir  Sidney,  by  the 
mailers  of  arts  and  bachelors  of 
law,  when  he  bowed  refpedfully 
to  all  parts  of  the  gallery.  The 
head  of  Worcester  college  had  the 
care  of  the  semicircle  fet  apart  for 
the  noblemen  and  dodors,  when 
he  very  politely  admitted  Sir  Sid¬ 
ney  to  a  feat. 

At  a  quarter  before  eleven 
o’clock.  Dr.  Crotch,  the  profeffor 
of  mulic  of  the  univerlity,  an¬ 
nounced,  upon  the  organ,  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  chancellor  and  the 
proceffion,  from  the  vice-chancel¬ 
lor’s,  and  the  excellent  band  under 
his  diredion,  amounting  to  about 
i  oo  performers,  ft  ruck  up  the  march 
in  the  occalional  overture.  The  fix 
beadles  of  the  univerfity,  in  their 
full  dreffes,  entered,  followed  by 
Lord  Grenville,  the  chancellor,  in 
his  new  robes,  which  for  elegance 
far  exceed  the  lord  chancellor’s 
ftate  robes.  Dr.  Parfons,  the  vice- 
chancellor,  followed  his  lordffiip 
in  full  robes  ;  there  were  also  in 
the  proceffion,  Earl  Spencer,  Lord 
G.  Cavendifh,  Lord  C.  Spencer, 
Vifeount  Morpeth,  the  Bilhop  of 
St.  Afaph,  the  judge  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe 
ol  Commons, Sir  J.  Hippefley  Cox, 
Sir  W.  W.  Wynne,  Mr.  Bouveric, 
Mr.  T.  Grenville,  &c. 

Alter  the  chancellor  had  taken 
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his  feat  in  the  chair,  and  all  thofe 
in  the  proceffion,  the  mulic  ceafed. 
His  lordlliip  then  opened  the  high 
convocation,  in  a  Latin  fpeech, 
declaring  the  purpofes  of  the  con¬ 
vocation,  viz.  to  commemorate 
the  benefactors  of  the  univerfity, 
according  to  the  intention  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Nathaniel  Lord 
Crewe,  late  bilhop  of  Durham  ; 
alfo  to  confer  degrees  upon  qualified 
pcrfons.  While  the  chancellor  was 
addreffing  the  meeting,  all  thofe 
who  came  in  the  proceffion  flood  ; 
Earl  Spencer  was  on  the  right  of 
the  chancellor,  and  Dr.  Parfons, 
the  vice-chancellor,  on  his  left. 
After  his  lordffiip  had  liniffied  read¬ 
ing  the  lift  of  names,  he  fat  down 
and  put  on  his  cap  ;  the  pro&ors 
did  the  fame,  being  the  only  pri¬ 
vileged  perfons  to  be  covered  in 
the  prefence  of  the  chancellor. 
The  band  then  played  a  very 
charming  piece  ;  after  which  the 
lix  beadles  entered  again  in  procef¬ 
fion,  followed  by  a  dodor  of  laws, 
and  thofe  who  were  candidates  to 
have  that  honour  conferred  upon 
them.  The  dodor  we  underftand 
to  be  Dr.  Heber,  of  Brazen  Nofe 
college  :  he  addreffed  the  chancel¬ 
lor  in  a  long  Latin  fpeech,  recom  * 
mending  the  perfonages  who  were 
candidates  for  the  honour  of  being 
admitted  dodors  of  civil  law. 
The  chancellor  rofe  from  his  chair, 
took  off  his  cap,  and  anfwered  the 
dodor. 

His  grace  the  Duke  of  Somcr- 
fet,  was  the  lirlt  candidate  pro- 
pofed,  who,  being  informed  by 
the  chancellor  he  was  admitted  4 
dodor  of  civil  law  of  that  univer- 
fity,  bowed  refpedfully,  and  then 
approached  towards  the  fcmicircle, 
the  feat  ot  the  dodors,  where  he 
was  introduced  to  his  feat  by  Dr. 
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Parfons,  the  vice-chancellor,  and 
one  of  the  proftors.  The  next 
candidate  was  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  who  afcending  the 
Heps  to  take  his  feat  in  the  femi- 
circle  among  the  doctors,  unfortu¬ 
nately  fell  ;  he  was  raifed  up  by 
the  chancellor  and  vice-chancellor. 
The  noble  marquis  did  not  appear 
to  have  received  any  material  in¬ 
jury* 

The  following  is  a  correft  lift  of 
the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who 
were  admitted  afterwards  to  the 
degree  of  D.  C.  L.  The  Marquis 
of  Downftiire,  Marquis  of  Ely, 
Earl  of  Effex,  Earl  of  Abingdon, 
Earl  of  Jerfey,  Earl  Fortefcue, 
Earl  of  Carysfort,  Earl  Temple, 
Lord  Vifcount  Bulkeley,  Lord  Vif- 
count  Carleton,  Lord  Braybrook, 
Lord  Cawdor,  Lord  Carrington, 
Mr.  William  Wickham,  Mr. 
George  Tierney,  Mr.  William 
Elliot,  Sir  William  Drummond, 
K.C.  Sir  John  Newport,  Sir  John 
Anftruther,  Mr.  Fagel,  lategreffier 
of  the  United  Provinces. 

The  Rev.  William  Crowe,  of 
New  College,  the  public  orator  of 
the  univerfity,  then  entered  the 
roftrum,  and  delivered  a  Latin 
oration  commemorating  the  bene¬ 
factors  of  the  univerfity,  which 
received  great  applaufe.  The  re¬ 
citation  of  the  chancellor’s  prize 
odes  then  look  place.  All  the 
gentlemen  were  extremely  perfect ; 
we  did  not  hear  any  of  them  once 
prompted;  and  they  were  all  highly 
and  defervedly  applauded,  parti¬ 
cularly  Mr.  Chinnery,  who  deli¬ 
vered  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  ef¬ 
fect  and  grace.  The  new  ode  was 
then  performed,  written  in  honour 
of  the  new  chancellor. 

The  proceedings  of  the  day  be¬ 
ing  concluded,  the  chancellor  rofe 


and  adjourned  the  convocation. 
His  lordlhip  then  left  the  chair, 
and  proceeded  through  the  crowd¬ 
ed  area  fingly,  when  he  was 
cheered  generally  throughout  the 
theatre.  All  the  do&ors  followed 
his  lordfhip  fingly,  according  to 
their  rank  :  every  thing  was  con¬ 
duced  with  the  greateft  decorum 
and  regularity.  The  chancellor, 
feveral  noblemen,  heads  of  houfes, 
doftors  and  proCors,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  about  200,  dined  with  the 
vice-chancellor  at  Baliol  Col¬ 
lege,  where  every  delicacy  was 
provided. 

The  concert  at  the  theatre  was 
crowded  long  before  the  perform¬ 
ances  commenced.  The  female 
part  of  the  audience  was  moft  bril¬ 
liant.  The  orcheftra  was  dire&ed 
by  the  almoft  unequalled  fkill  of 
Dr.  (Jrotch,  the  univerfity  profef- 
for,  and  Bartleman,  Braham,  and 
Catalani,  exerted  their  powers 
with  effeC.  Catalani  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  excellent  in  her  laft  song, 

O  ti  i?iuo^vciy ’ ’  and  curtfied  at 
every  exprefiion  of  general  appro¬ 
bation  in  the  moft  winning  way 
in  the  world.  At  the  end,  after 
the  coronation  anthem,  “  God 
fave  the  king”  was  called  for  by 
feveral.  Moft  of  the  performers 
were  moving,  but  fire  fhowed  a 
ftrong  difpofition  to  comply  with 
the  wifh,  which  was  becoming 
more  general.  She  then  fang 
“  God  fave  the  king”  in  better 
Englifh  than  one  could  expeC,  and 
was  aflifted  in  the  laft  verfe  by 
Braham. 

A  moft  remarkable  pheno¬ 
menon  prefented  itfelf  on 
Monday  afternoon,  about  three 
o’clock,  at  Ramfgate.  During  a 
fquall  of  thunder  and  rain,  a  ftreatn 
of  water,  apparently  feven  or  eight 
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feet  in  diameter,  was  obferved  to 
Iflue  from  a  very  heavy  black  cloud 
in  the  eaft  ;  which,  after  taking  a 
horizontal  dire&ion  towards  the 
fouth,  for  about  half  a  mile,  fud- 
denly  fell  into  the  fea,  a  very  lit¬ 
tle  diftance  from  the  fhore,  with  a 
rulhing  noife,  agitating  the  water 
all  around  in  a  moft  extraordinary 
manner,  and  rebounding  again  to 
the  height  of  feveral  yards. 

.  A  (hort  time  ago,  a  duck, 
^  *  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Cle- 
inifhaw,  of  Winmoor,  near  Leeds, 
laid  an  egg,  rather  above  the  or¬ 
dinary  fize,  which  was  broken  for 
the  purpofe  of  being  cooked  for 
dinner,  but  on  examination,  the 
contents  were  found  to  confift  of  a 
dark  muddy  dime,  neither  refem- 
bling  the  yolk  nor  the  white  of  an 
egg,  in  the  middle  of  which  was 
depofited  a  young  fnake,  or  the 
length  of  ten  inches.  When  the 
egg  was  broken  the  reptile  un¬ 
folded  itfelf,  and  remained  appa¬ 
rently  in  a  healthy  date  for  about 
twenty  hours,  when  having  wrapt 
itfelf  up  again,  it  foon  after  died, 
and  is  now  preferved  in  fpirits  by 
Mr.  Clemiihaw. 

i  2th  ^^out  fix  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  the  inflammable  air 
in  a  coal-pit  at  Grange-colliery, 
near  Bolnels,  Scotland,  exploded, 
and  out  of  twenty^three  perfons 
who  were  in  it  at  the  time,  awful 
to  relate,  only  fix  were  faved, 
feventeen  having  fuffered ;  namely, 
eight  men  and  nine  women.  This 
molt  melancholy  event,  which  was 
altogether  unexpedhed  and  undread¬ 
ed  (accidents,  the  effedts  of  in¬ 
flammable  air,  having  been  long 
unknown  in  that  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try),  is  underflood  to  have  been 
occafioncd  by  one  of  the  fullering 
women  having  placed  a  light  in  a 
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part  of  the  pit,  where,  from  the 
late  uncommon  clofenefs  of  the  at- 
mofphere,  that  air  had  colledded  in 
ftrength,  and  of  which  fhe  had  been 
warned  by  one  of  the  furvivors, 
and  there  to  have  fet  fire  to  it. 
The  fatal  effects  were  produced, 
not  by  burning,  as  is  common  in 
cafes  of  explofion  of  inflammable 
air,  but  by  its  fuffocating  quality* 
Although  Dr.  Stewart  from  Boi- 
nefs,  with  two  afliftants,  gave  im¬ 
mediate  attendance,  and  ufed  every 
means  for  reftoring  fufpended  ani¬ 
mation,  only  four  out  of  twenty- 
one  were  recovered  ;  the  other  two 
having  got  out  without  receiving 
any  injury.  Befides  the  other  ca¬ 
lamities  attending  this  dreadful  ac¬ 
cident,  eighteen  children  have  been 
left  unprovided  for.  A  fubfcrip- 
tion  has  been  fet  on  foot  for  their 
relief. 

The  tremendous  thunder- 
ftorm,  on  Saturday  and  Sun-  1  1  "* 
day  laft,  has  done  infinite  damage. 
At  two  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  it 
appeared  as  if  a  cloud  burlt  over 
the  metropolis,  and  difeharged  in 
the  courfe  of  a  minute  a  profufion 
of  water;  it  was  fucceeded  by  a 
fhower  of  hailftones,  of  a  very 
large  fize,  which  broke  feveral 
windows,  and  much  glafs  in  the 
gardens  fouth-weft  of  the  town. 
The  fialhes  of  lightning  fucceeded 
in  the  moft  rapid  fucceflion ;  and, 
from  the  clouds  being  fo  low,  the 
air  was  fo  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  fulphur  as  to  become  quite 
offenfive.  About  a  mile  beyond 
Kilburn  Wells,  a  brilliant  ball  of 
fire  pafled  rapidly  along,  which 
had  a  fublime  and  awful  effect. 
The  Watford  coach  was  com¬ 
ing  to  town  at  the  time,  and 
the  coachman  and  a  female  paflen- 
ger  were  ftruck  down  by  the 
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lightning.  The  hand  of  the  wo¬ 
man  was  very  much  hurt,  and  the 
ring  on  her  finger  was  l'ufed.  A 
team  which  was  near  the  coach  had 
one  of  the  horfes  killed,  and  a 
woman  in  the  cart  ftruck  clown  by 
the  lightning.  An  aged  man, 
working  in  the  garden  of  Mr. 
Sneathe,  in  the  Edgev/are  Road, 
was  ftruck  blind  by  the  lightning. 
Three  men  were  ftruck  by  the 
lightning  on  Bexley  Heath,  one  of 
whom  was  killed,  and  his  watch 
much  fnfed.  At  Ditton,  a  barn 
filed  with  corn  was  burnt  by  the 
lightning.  At  Hampftead  and 
Highgate  the  claps  of  thunder  re- 
fembkd  the  firing  of  heavy  artil¬ 
lery.  The  tempeft  extended  to 
moil  parts  of  Kent,  and  two  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  killed  near  Canter¬ 
bury,  while  taking  (belter  under  a 
tree.  Bat  the  greateft  damage  was 
produced  by  the  rain  :  in  many 
parts  the  ftreets  were  impaffable, 
and  the  property  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  in  their  kitchens  and  cellars 
received  injury.  Weftminfter  Hall 
produced  an  unufual  appearance. 
The  water  overflowed  the  fewer  at 
the  back  of  the  Exchequer  Coffee, 
houfe,  and  foon  covered  the  lower 
part  of  the  hall.  Boys  were  fta- 
tioned  with  brooms  to  fweep  away 
the  inundation,  but  the  ftench  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  overflow  made  the 
place  uncommonly  difagreeable  to 
thofe  who  attended  on  buflnefs. 
The  corufcations,  which  prevailed 
at  intervals,  frequently  occafioned 
a  momentary  fufpenfion  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  courts,  as  the  light¬ 
ning  had  a  peculiar  effect  on  the 
eye -fight.  We  did  not  hear  of  any 
fatal  accident  in  town  ;  but  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  moft  fe¬ 
rrous  misfortunes  have  occurred  in 
confequence  of  the  florm. 


Sunday  afternoon,  the  15th  inft. 
about  three  o'clock,  there  was  a 
very  tempeftuous  ftorm  at  Windfor, 
of  thunder,  hail,  and  rain,  which 
lafted  for  upwards  of  half  an  hour. 
The  hailftones  that  fell  were  as 
large  as  a  common  marble.  It  has 
beaten  all  the  fruit  off  the  trees, 
and  cut  the  pea fe  and  beans  down 
in  the  gardens  of  Windfor  and  its 
environs. 

At  Wellingborough,  in  North- 
amptonfhire,  the  ele&ric  fluid  de~ 
feended  through  the  chimney  of  a 
houfe,  and,  entering  the  bed-room, 
killed  Mr.  Hornby,  of  that  place, 
fhoernaker,  who  was  in  bed  with 
his  wife  and  child,  but  neither  of 
thefe  fuftained  any  injury, 

Bo^iv-jireet,— On  Friday, 
a  perfon,  following  the 
trade  of  a  farrier,  was  examined 
before  Mr.  Nares,  on  a  charge  of 
having  had  an  inceftuous  inter- 
courfe  with  his  own  daughter.  The 
girl,  who  was  pregnant,  previoufly 
depofed  on  oath,  that  between  four 
and  five  months  fmee,  fhe  was  living 
at  home,with  her  father  and  mother, 
at  their  lodgings  in  Hayes’s-court ; 
fhe  flept  in  the  fame  room  with 
them,  but  in  a  feparate  bed.  Her 
father  came  home  one  night  intox¬ 


icated,  after  fhe  and  her  mother 
were  in  their  beds.  He  came  into 
her  bed,  and  took  indecent  liber¬ 
ties  with  her ;  fhe  refilled  him, 
and  got  out  of  bed  ;  he  got  up  too, 
followed  her,  and  got  her  into  bed 
again,  ,  and  effecled  his  purpofe. 
Her  mother  continued  in  her  bed, 
and  did  not  interfere  in  any  way, 
except  calling  out,  and  faying  to 
her  father,  Let  the  girl  alone  !" 
Upon  this  information  Mr.  Nares 
granted  his  warrant  againft  the 
father,  and  he  was  apprehended  on 
Friday  morning  at  Hammerfmith, 

He 
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He  was  taken  to  the  office,  and  the 
girl  Tent  for  to  give  evidence 
againft:  him  ;  where  he  confronted 
her  in  every  particular,  and  moll 
pofitively  denied  the  charge.  The 
mother  recolleffed  the  night  de- 
fcribed  by  the  girl,  and  her  huf- 
band  coming  home  intoxicated; 
(he  fcolded  him  for  being  in  the 
Hate  he  was,  which  offended  him, 
and  he  faid  he  would  not  come  to 
bed  to  her ;  and  he  laid  down  in 
his  clothes  on  the  outfide  of  the 
bed  in  which  the  girl  and  a  child 
were,  and  he  went  to  deep  in  that 
date.  The  girl  feeling  fome  in¬ 
convenience  from  her  father’s  being 
on  the  outfide  of  the  bed-clothes, 
got  up  and  left  the  bed,  and  (he 
had  no  doubt  that  he  did  not 
commit  the  crime  imputed  to  him 
by  her  daughter*  The  girl,  how¬ 
ever,  perfifting  in  the  tale  fhe  had 
originally  told  againft  her  father 
upon  oath,  the  magiftrate  was  un¬ 
der  the  neceffity  of  committing 
him  for  further  examination 

The  girl  went  home  with  her 
miftrefs,  who  is  a  very  prudent 
refpedfable  woman.  When  they 
got  home,  the  miftrefs  took  her 
into  the  parlour  by  herfelf,  and 
there  interrogated  her  very  clofe- 
ly,  affqring  her  if  fne  would  con- 
fefs  the  truth  to  her  (he  would  al¬ 
ways  be  her  friend  ;  when  fhe  con- 
feffed  that  the  (hocking  charge  (he 
had  made  againft  her  father  was 
falfe,  and  that  fhe  was  pregnant 
by  a  mafter- tailor,  with  whom  fhe 
had  lived  fervant,  and  who  had 
given  her  two  guineas  to  lay  the 
child  to  her  father.  The  miftrefs, 
horror-ftruck  with  the  little 
wretch,  took  her  before  Mr.  Nares 
again  on  Friday  evening,  when 
the  magiftrate  very  forcibly  point¬ 
ed  out  to  her  the  wicked  courfc 


(lie  had  been  purfuing.  Afterwards 
the  magiftrate  fent  a  difeharge  to 
Bridewell  for  the  father. 

The  little  wretch  is  not  fifteen 
years  old  yet,  and  for  her  age  is 
the  moft  depraved  character  that 
has  ever  been  heard  of.  She  got 
into  her  prefent  place  by  means  of 
a  falfe  character, 

AJiago ,  Italy ,  July  2o.  —  The 
river  of  Oliero,  which  has  its 
fource  in  Oliero  itfelf,  having 
ceafed  to  run,  and  its  bed  being: 
altogether  become  dry,  fuddenly 
the  hill  from  which  the  river  iffues 
difeharged  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
fand  and  gravel.  The  inhabitants, 
being  greatly  terrified,  abandoned 
their  habitations  ;  but,  after  fome 
hours,  the  phenomenon  ceafed,  the 
dream  of  water  re-appeared,  and 
carried  away  with  it  the  gravel, 
of  which  heaps  had  been  formed. 

A  girl,  about  twelve  years  ^ 
ojd,  having  coveted  a  watch 
which  belonged  to  a  carter  in  Dun¬ 
dee,  a  near  neighbour  of  her  father, 
(he  by  the  affiftance  of  a  key  en¬ 
tered  the  carter’s  houfe,  and  had 
poffeffion  of  the  objeff  of  her 
withes,  when,  hearing  a  footftep 
on  the  ftairs,  and  confcious  of  the 
crime  fhe  was  committing,  (he  ran 
to  the  fire-place,  and  afeended  the 
chimney.  The  hue  and  cry  was 
inftantly  raifed,  and  the  thief  was 
difeovered  fitting  on  the  top  of  the 
chimney,  at  leaft  fifty  feet  from 
the  ground.  A  crowd  of  people 
affembled  in  the  ftreet,  eyed  with 
horror  her  perilous  fituation.  A 
conftable  who  was  employed  to 
take  the  thief,  having  thruft  his 
head  and  (boulders  out  of  a  fky- 
light,  the  girl's  terror  became  ex¬ 
treme,  and  fcrambling  down  the 
outfide  of  the  chimney,  (he  ran 
alone*  the  roof  of  the  houle  io  the 
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very  edge  of  the  eve-drop.  Some 
humane  people  prepared  blankets 
to  receive  her,  in  cafe  Ihe  fhould 
fail,  but  the  girl  continued,  how¬ 
ever,  to  run  on  the  roof,  and  was 
at  laft  taken,  by  the  united  efforts 
of  a  meffenger,  a  town-officer,  and 
a  Hater. 

j  A  woman,  feventy-four 
years  of  age,  lately  hung 
herfelf  with  feveral  pieces  of  pack¬ 
thread,  twilled  together  by  her- 
fcJf,  aided  by  part  of  a  bed-cord, 
in  her  houfe,  at  Norton,  in  the 
county  of  Chefhire.  What  is  very 
fingular,  Ihe  defired  her  niece  never 
to  omit  bringing  her  every  piece 
of  cord  Hie  could  find,  as  fhe  would 
Hand  in  need  of  it  fome  time  :  the 
need  was  therefore  explained  as 
above. 

o  i  A  moft  extraordinary  acci- 
*  dent  lately  occurred  in  a  mine 
in  Cornwall.  A  father  and  fon 
were  employed  in  blowing  up  rocks 
with  gunpowder  ;  they  had  bored 
a  hole  in  a  large  rock,  filled  it 
with  gunpowder,  and,  owing  to  a 
fpark  communicating,  it  went  off 
while  they  were  tamping  the  pow¬ 
der,  burft  the  rock  into  pieces, 
fome  of  which  flruck  and  inflantly 
killed  the  father  ;  while  the  tamp¬ 
ing  iron  (a  round  piece,  about 
twenty- two  inches  in  length,  and 
one  in  diameter)  was  driven  into 
the  young  man’s  forehead  two  or 
three  inches.  On  the  people  coming 
to  him,  he  was  found  Handing 
ereft  againft  the  fide  of  the  cave, 
with  both  hands  attempting  to  pull 
it  out,  but  he  could  not;  in  that 
Hate  he  was  brought  up  to  the  fur- 
face,  which  was  many  fathoms 
from  the  place  where  the  accident 
happened.  Two  men  then  at¬ 
tempted  to  draw  the  bar  out,  but 
could  not;  in  the  mean  time  a  fur- 


geon  was  fent  for,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  open  the  back  part  of 
the  fkull,  and  to  draw  that  long 
piece  of  iron  through  the  head. 
Although  the  young  man  under-* 
went  this  excruciating  torture,  he 
furvived  upwards  of  forty-eight 
hours,  in  a  fenfible,  but  fpeechlefs 
Hate. 

A  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
about  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  in  the  premifes  of  Mr. 
Gillet,  the  printer,  in  Salilbury- 
court,  Fleet-Hreet,  whofe  dwell- 
ing-houfe  and  printing-office  were 
entirely  deHroyed,  together  with 
the  dwelling-houfe  of  Mr.  Swan, 
a  printer  adjoining.  Some  houfes 
at  the  back  of  thefe  buildings  were 
alfo  much  damaged,  as  was  like- 
wife  the  houfe  of  the  Vaccine  In- 
flitution.  It  is  remarkable  that 
the  premifes  of  Mr.  Gillet,  on  the 
fame  fpot,  were  deHroyed  by  fire 
not  more  than  between  four  and 
five  years  ago,  and  that  the  houfe 
of  the  Vaccine  Inl'titution  was 
then,  as  now,  much  damaged  by 
it. 

Died. — At  Tifhury,  aged  ioi, 
R.  Ofborne,  whofe  poflerity 
amounted  to  157  perfons. 

At  Sunderland,  aged  106,  a 
woman  named  Hall.  Her  twin 
brother  died  about  five  years  ago, 
aged  101  ;  and  her  mother  attained 
the  age  of  108  years. 


AUGUST, 

£  The  following  fingular  oc¬ 
currence  happened  at  Moul¬ 
ton,  near  Northampton,  lately  : — 
About  eleven  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  Mr.  Thomas  Marfh  was 
alarmed  by  the  report  of  a  fire 
having  broke  out  in  an  alh  fpinny 
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in  his  Occupation,  belonging  to 
Oiborne  Standart,  Efq.  Mr.  Marfh 
immediately  went  down  to  the 
fpot,  attended  by  fome  friends, 
who  found  the  fire  ifluing  from  the 
earth  in  various  places,  and  rapidly 
extending  throughout  the  fpinney, 
and  in  a  lhort  time  it  would  have 
communicated  to  a  gorfe  cover,  * 
had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  af- 
fiftance  of  feveral  perfons,  whom 
curiofity  had  called  to  witnefs  this 
mod  extraordinary  phenomenon  ; 
by  whofe  exertions,  and  a  plentiful 
fupply  of  water,  it  was  fortunately 
fubdued.  As  there  was  fome  light¬ 
ning  during  the  morning,  it  was 
imagined  a  fire-ball  had  been  the 
caufe ;  but,  on  minute  examina¬ 
tion,  it  was  generally  fuppofed  to 
be  occafioned  by  the  exceffivedry- 
nefs  of  the  ground,  which  had  been 
a  bog,  recently  drained  for  plant¬ 
ing,  and  that  the  extreme  heat  of 
the  fun  had  caufed  it  to  ignite. 

Two  bogs  became  on  fire  lately 
in  the  vicinity  of  Tralee,  both  of 
which  proved  inextinguifhable  by 
the  colle&ed  efforts  of  the  perfons 
in  their  refpeclive  neighbourhoods. 
One  of  thofe  is  Curorovagh  Bog, 
and  the  other  Knockawagum  ;  the 
latter  injured  the  growth  of  a  few 
of  the  furrounding  crops,  and 
threatened  to  deftroy  fome  cabins, 
which  it  rapidly  approached,  but 
was  prevented  by  a  fall  of  rain. 
The  road  which  runs  through  it 
was  occasionally  rendered  impaf- 
fable  by  fmoke  and  fire. 

,  On  Friday,  the  3d  current, 

**  *  a  Hone  column,  thirteen  feet 
high,  containing  a  fuitable  infcrip- 
tion,  was  erected  on  the  top  of 
Redding- rig  Moor,  to  the  memory 
of  that  illuftrious  Scottifh  patriot, 
Sir  William  Wallace.  The  above- 
mentioned  fpot  was  fele&ed  for  the 
fite  of  the  column,  on  account  of 


a  prevalent  tradition,  importing 
that  Wallace,  in  confequence  of  a 
mifunderflanding  with  the  other 
commanders,  withdrew  with  his 
party  to  that  place,  from  which, 
feated  on  a  ftone,  which  ftill  re¬ 
mains,  he  viewed  the  unfortunate 
battle  of  Falkirk. 

A  great  concourfeof  people,  car¬ 
rying  Scots  thiftles  in  their  hands, 
and  accompanied  by  a  drum,  and 
a  pair  of  Highland  bagpipes,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  place  where  the  ftone 
was  to  be  ereded.  After  its  erec¬ 
tion,  the  company,  forming  a  cir¬ 
cle  around  it,  drank  to  the  memory 
of  the  departed  hero  with  the  moft 
enthufiaftic  rapture.  The  feftivity 
of  the  day  was  concluded  by  danc¬ 
ing  a  variety  of  Caledonian  reels. 

A  thunder-ftorm  palfed 
over  the  metropolis  between 
one  and  two  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  rain 
and  a  quantity  of  hail.  The  ftorrn 
was  of  ftiort  duration,  but  did  fome 
mischief.  The  houfe  of  Mr.  Ilor- 
niblow,  in  Upper  Marlh,  Lambeth, 
was  ftruck  about  half  paft  one. 
The  eleftric  matter  entered  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  chimneys,  and 
defcended  to  the  attic  ftory,  Where 
a  man  and  his  wife  were  fitting  at 
dinner:  it  palled  within  a  foot  of 
the  woman,  but  providentially 
without  doing  her  any  injury. 
Thence  it  paflfed  into  the  fecond 
fioor,  rending  every  thing  in  its 
way,  and  to  the  firft  floor,  where 
the  chimney-piece  was  torn  away, 
and  a  picture  rent.  It  then  de¬ 
fcended  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
houfe,  where  an  old  lady  received 
a  confiderable  fhock,  but  was  not 
hurt ;  and  pafifed  to  the  entrance, 
fplintering  the  door  in  its  progrefs. 
Several  of  the  windows  were 
broken,  and  the  houfe  was  much 
fhaken  and  materially  damaged. 

The 
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The  houfe  has  a  N.  W.  afpeft.  A 
houfe  in  BowlinQ>ftreet,  Weftmin- 
fter,  was  ftruck  in  a  fimilar  man¬ 
ner;  the  eleftric  matter  entering 
by  the  chimneys,  and  palling 
through  the  floors.  A  bell-wire 
was  melted,  and  the  door  at  the 
entrance  was  broken.  A  newfpa- 
per,  which  a  perfon  was  reading  at 
the  time,  was  fet  on  fire,  but  the 
perfon  reading  received  no  injury. 
A  female  fervant  and  a  child  were 
hurt,  but  not  dangeroufly.  During 
the  fiorm  a  remarkable  phenome¬ 
non  occurred  at  Mr.  Frafer’s,  bo- 
tanift,  King’s  Road,  Chelfea,  be¬ 
hind  whofe  houfe,  in  a  fouthern 
exposure,  the  hailftones,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  flrong  eddy  of  wind, 
had  fallen  in  fuch  quantities  into  a 
back  cellar,  the  door  of  which 
happened  to  be  open,  as  to  become 
a  complete  piece  of  folid  ice,  about 
eight  feet  in  circumference,  and 
two  feet  in  depth. 

£  ^  Glafgonv.  —  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  we  had  a  great  deal  of 
thunder  and  lightning,  accompanied 
by  excefiively  heavy  rain.  About 
a  quarter  paft  four,  the  lightning 
ftruck  the  top  of  Lord  Nelfon’s 
monument ;  and,  we  regret  to  fay, 
that  it  has  mofi  materially  injured 
that  elegant  flruflnre.  On  the 
north  fide,  the  column  is  torn  open 
for  more  than  twenty  feet  from  the 
top,  and  feveral  of  the  ftones  have 
been  thrown  down.  On  the  weft 
fide,  the  effeds  of  the  deftrudive 
fluid  are  vifible  in  feveral  places ; 
and  on  the  fouth  fide,  there  is  a 
rent  in  the  column  as  far  down  as 
the  head  of  the  pedeftal.  A  num- 
ber^of  the  ftones  are  hanging  in 
fuch  a  threatening  pofture,  that  a 
military  guard  has  very  properly 
been  placed  round  the  monument, 
to  keep  at  a  diftance  the  thought* 


lefs  or  too  daring  fpedators.  Sun¬ 
day,  near  two  o’clock,  while  the 
phyficians  were  going  their  rounds 
in  the  Royal  Infirmary,  there  was 
a  violent  thunder  clap,  without  any 
perceptible  interval  between  the 
flafh  and  the  ftroke,  which  feemed 
to  fhake  the  infirmary.  All  the 
chimnies  were  affeded,  but  parti¬ 
cularly  the  weftern.  The  lowed 
of  the  women’s  wards  exhibited  a 
very  awful  appearance.  During 
four  or  fix  feconds  all  the  flame 
was  fuddenly  driven  into  the  ward 
with  a  ruftling  noife,  together 
with  a  denfe  column  of  foot  and 
fmoke,  which  inftantly  filled  the 
ward.  Fortunately,  no  perfon  was 
hurt ;  but  the  patients  fcreamed 
aloud,  and  fuch  as  could  rife  ran 
from  their  beds.  Similar  appear¬ 
ances,  though  in  different  degrees, 
took  place  through  the  whole 
houfe,  which  feems  to  have  been 
enveloped  in  a  thunder  cloud,  and 
which  probably  may  have  owed  its 
prefervation  to  the  quantity  of  rain 
flowing  from  its  roof. 

e  Death.  —  Robert 
Anderfon,  (hoemaker,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ulverftone,  came  from  Car- 
lifle  to  Locherby,  about  five  o’clock 
on  Saturday  evening,  and  fent  for 
his  wife,  a  native  of  Lockerby,  to 
an  inn.  He  married  her  fome  time 
in  the  fpring.  They  lived  together 
at  Colin,  near  Dumfries,  till  July, 
when  he  imprudently  went  oft  to 
England  with  a  married  woman,  a 
neighbour’s  wife,  and  left  his  own. 
She,  highly  enraged  at  his  former 
conduct,  faid  to  him,  “  How  have 
you  the  aflfurance  to  come  where  I 
am  V*  He  replied,  that  he  was 
come  to  die  befide  her,  and  that 
he  would  die  early  to-morrow 
morning,  for  his  heart  was  broken.” 
When  fhe  fpoke  of  the  other  wo¬ 
man 
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man  to  him,  he  faid  he  was  wound¬ 
ed  with  remorfe  of  confidence,  and 
the  recolleftion  of  her  name  went 
to  his  heart  like  a  knife.  The 
wife,  however,  would  not  confent 
to  remain  with  him,  and  left  him 
in  anger.  He  told  the  landlord  to 
fend  for  his  wife  a  fecond  time, 
for  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  fpeak 
any  after  nine  o’clock.  Whilft 
carting  off  his  clothes,  he  faid, 
“  Thefe  rtiall  never  go  on  again.” 
The  landlord  obferved,  “  I  hope 
you  are  not  going  to  take  away 
your  own  life.”  He  replied, 
(i  God  forbid  !  I  have  no  fuch  in¬ 
tention.”  About  nine  o’clock  at 
night  he  took  a  fit,  and  continued 
in  it  till  five  next  morning,  when 
he  expired.  He  had  eaten  nothing 
for  three  days,  except  the  half  of 
a  penny  loaf,  though  he  had  money 
enough  about  him.  The  furgeons 
faid  they  faw  no  appearance  of  his 
having  taken  poifon,  or  any  thing 
whatever  to  harten  his  death.  It 
appears,  therefore,  that  he  died  li¬ 
terally  of  a  broken  heart. 

The  King  v.  De  Young, — 
This  was  an  indictment  for 
felling  guineas  at  a  rate  beyond 
their  intrinfic  value. 

The  defendant  has  long  been 
fufpeftcd  of  being  the  medium  by 
which  a  vaft  deal  of  the  gold  coin 
of  the  realm  has  been  fent  out  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  profecution 
was  carried  on  by  the  mint. 

Perfons  were  employed  for  the 
purpofe  of  entrapping  him,  by  pur- 
chafing  fifty  guineas  from  him  at 
the  rate  of  22 s,  6d.  each  guinea, 
and  he  was  immediately  appre¬ 
hended.  The  cafe  was  proved. 
His  counfel,  however,  took  objec¬ 
tions,  which  are  to  be  argued  next 
term,  and  the  jury,  under  his 
iordfhip’s  direftions*  found  him 
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guilty,  fubjeft  to  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  upon  the  law  of  the  cafe. 
The  decifion  of  the  judges  was 
fubfequently  given  in  his  favour. 

A  dreadful  fire  broke  out  , 
on  the  premifes  of  Meffrs.  I2t 
Pyer  and  Co.  druggirts,  in  Rad- 
cliff-ftreet,  Briftol.  Mrs.  Pyer 
having  lain  in  only  five  weeks,  a 
fire  was  lighted  to  air  a  fmall  room 
ufed  both  as  a  parlour  and  a  count- 
ing-houfe,  which  was  divided  from 
the  fhop  by  the  only  flight  of  flairs 
that  led  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
dwelling-houfe.  In  the  above- 
mentioned  room,  at  a  quarter  part: 
feven,  Mr.  Pyer  had  feated  himfelf 
upon  a  ftool,  to  read  a  prefcriptioa 
he  had  jurt  received,  and  in  the  aft 
of  quitting  it  to  go  into  the  (hop, 
the  rtool  fell  either  again!!:  a  fix- 
gallon  bottle  of  fpirit  of  turpen¬ 
tine,  or  one  of  three  gallons  of 
fpirit  of  wine,  (filled  to  order  on 
Saturday  night,  and  placed  under 
the  delk  for  fafety,)  which  broke, 
and  the  contents  communicating 
with  the  fire-place,  the  whole 
room  was  inftantly  in  a  blaze.  Mr. 
Pyer  ran  up  flairs,  followed  by  the 
flames,  and  got  his  wife  from  her 
bed  into  the  front  room  on  the  firft: 
floor,  and  proceeded  to  feek  for 
the  reft  of  his  family  ;  but  the 
flames  had  fpread  fo  rapidly  as  to 
fill  the  flair-cafe  and  landing-places 
to  the  iky  light,  which  blew  up, 
and  all  communication  between  the 
front  and  back  rooms  was  thus  cut 
off.  The  fituation  of  all  the  wretch¬ 
ed  inhabitants  now  became  truly 
defperate.  A  child  of  four  years 
old  was  thrown  by  a  maid  fervant;, 
who  jumped  after  it,  from  the  firft 
ftory  into  the  ftreet.  The  child’s 
fall  was  broken,  it  is  hoped,  fo  as 
to  prevent  any  ferious  injury  ;  but 
the  fervant  was  much  bruifed,  and 
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conveyed  to  the  infirmary.  The 
fhopman,  after  hanging  by  his 
hands  from  the  fecond  ftory  win¬ 
dow  i'everal  minutes,  was  taken 
down  by  a  ladder,  which  alfo,  with 
his  afiiftance,  refcued  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pyer.  Every  poflible  exertion  was 
made  to  extricate  a  nurfe  and  two 
children  from  the  upper  back  room, 
but  without  fuccefs  *  for  when*  in 
about  two  hours,  the  flames  were 
fufficiently  mattered,  the  remains 
of  the  poor  woman  were  found, 
with  thofe  of  the  newly-born  in¬ 
fant  on  her  bofom,  and  the  other 
of  two  years  old  lying  befide  her, 
on  the  wreck  of  their  bed,  in  a 
ftate  too  fhocking  for  defcription. 

A  dreadful  earthquake  happened 
this  day,  at  noon,  at  St.  Michael’s, 
one  of  the  Azores.  The  village  of 
Cozas,  fltuated  on  a  plain,  com- 
prifing  twenty-two  houfes,  was 
{wallowed  up ;  and  on  the  fpot 
where  it  flood,  a  lake  of  boiling 
water  gufhed  forth.  Many  of  the 
unfortunate  inhabitants  had  previ- 
oufly  retired  to  the  elevated 
ground  ;  but  about  thirty-two  per¬ 
sons,  it  is  calculated,  have  loft 
their  lives  by  this  awful  and  cala¬ 
mitous  event,  and  cattle  and  pro¬ 
perty  to  a  confiderable  amount  were 
deftroyed.  A  great  degree  of 
alarm  continued  to  pervade  the 
whole  ifland,  as  on  the  eaft  fide  an 
orifice  had  been  difcovered  refem- 
bling  the  crater  of  a  volcano. 

}  ^  The  following  is  faid  to 

5  be  an  accurate  account  of 
the  fpeech  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  on  the  health 
of  the  Princefs  Charlotte  of  Wales 
being  drunk  at  the  Pavilion  at 
Brighton.  The  prince,  in  return¬ 
ing  thanks  for  that  mark  of  refpedi 
to  the  object  of  his  pride  and  ten- 
dernefs,  faid,  in  a  fhort  but  elo¬ 


quent  addrefs,  That  he  had  made  if 
his  firft  care  to  inftil  into  the  mind 
and  heart  of  his  daughter,  the  know¬ 
ledge  and  love  of  the  true  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Britifliconflitution ;  and 
he  had  pointed  out  to  her  young 
underftanding,  as  a  model  for  ftudy, 
the  political  conduft  of  his  moft 
revered  and  lamented  friend  Mr. 
Fox,  who  had  after  ted  and  main¬ 
tained  with  fuch  tranfcendent  force 
the  juft  principles  upon  which  the 
government,  under  this  excellent 
conftitution,  ought  to  be  adminif- 
tered,  for  the  true  and  folid  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  crown,  and  the  real 
fecurity,  freedom,  and  happinefs 
of  the  people.  He  had  the  moft 
heartfelt  enjoyment  in  knowing 
that,  even  in  her  prefent  early 
years,  his  daughter  had  a  juft  con-» 
ception  of  the  value  of  the  precepts 
which  had  been  implanted  in  her 
bread :  and  he  could  fay,  with 
confidence,  that  fhe  would  fulfil  all 
the  duties  which  fhe  might  be  call¬ 
ed  upon  to  difcharge  when  his 
bones  were  laid  in  the  grave. 

A  moft  Angular  and  mira- 
culous  efcape  from  imminent 
danger,  took  place  on  Monday, 
the  1 6th  ult.  A  boy,  whofe  age, 
to  appearance,  may  be  from  fifteen 
to  eighteen  years,  who  is  alfo  a 
little  deficient  in  intelle&s,  on  the 
Sabbath  night  preceding,  owing 
to  fome  threats  from  his  parents, 
who  refide  near  Brodrick  Bay,  in 
Arran,  ran  off  to  the  fhore,  got 
into  a  fmall  boat,  and  pufhed  out 
to  fea,  without  either  fail,  oar,  or 
rudder  ;  and,  as  he  went  off  un- 
obferved,  no  perfon  knew  where 
to  follow  him.  The  wind  being 
off  fhore,  he  could  not  return 
again,  and  was  drifted  about  all 
night.  On  Monday  morning  a 
brifk  gale  fprung  up  from  the  weft, 
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babied  him  completely  out  from 
the  land,  and  expofed  him  to  the 
tolling  waves  of  the  fea,  fo  heavy 
that  fome  of  the  wherries  returned 
back  again  to  the  harbour  that 
morning,  not  daring  to  venture 
out.  However,  he  had  the  pre¬ 
caution,  as  he  himfelf  relates,  of 
laying  hold  with  his  hands,  and 
remaining  Heady  in  the  boat.  In 
this  perilous  Hate  he  continued  till 
about  eleven  o’clock  in  the  fore¬ 
noon;  when  he  was  driven  on  fhore 
near  Ardrolfan,  almoft  fpeechlefs. 
The  direft  diftance  that  he  was 
driven  is  computed  to  be  from 
twenty  to  twenty-four  miles. 

^  High  Tide .  —  Thurfday- 
week,  an  extraordinary  high 
tide,  accompanied  by  a  boillerous 
north-wind,  and  very  tempeftuous 
fea,  fwept  away  about  thirty- fix 
yards  in  length  of  the  outer  wall 
of  Clifford's  Fort,  at  Tynemouth; 
which  has  flood  fince  1746.  Some 
rnafles  of  ftone  were  carried  by  the 
force  of  the  waters  near  thirty 
yards  from  the  fite  of  the  wall.  It 
alfo  tore  up  and  carried  aWay  fome 
hundred  tons  of  earth  and  gravel, 
to  the  eaftward  of  the  fort,  and 
deftroyed  the  blocks  lately  erefted 
for  laying  down  the  frame  of  a  new 
fhip.  This  tide  was  alfo  felt  on 
the  Lincolnfhire  coaft. 

^  ^  A  ludicrous  cafe  of  aflault 
was  tried  at  Northampton 
aflizes  on  Wednefday,  in  which 
the  jury  found  a  verdidt  of  250/. 
againft  Dr.  Bailey,  a  clergyman 
for  an  aflault.  It  appears  that 
there  is  a  pond  in  the  village  where 
the  dobtor  lives,  in  which  the  poor 
women  are  in  the  habit  of  wafhing 
their  clothes :  the  reverend  divine 
chofe  alfo  to  walh  his  horfes  in  the 
fame  water;  this  the  women  re- 
fented,  and  with  mops,  brulhes, 
Vox.  LII.  or  Vox.  X.  New  Se 


&c.  beat  the  horfes  and  the  doctor 
himfelf,  which  fo  exafperated  him, 
that  he,  in  return,  ftruck  one  of 
the  aflailants,  (a  woman  pregnant 
at  the  time)  for  which  the  aftion 
was  brought.  The  doctor  com- 
promifed  for  (Hiking  another  wo¬ 
man,  by  paying  50 /.  into  court. 

It  was  difeovered  that  ; 
Robert  Roberts,  Who  flood  10 
charged  with  forgery  at  thefuit  of 
the  bank,  and  who  was  alfo  con- 
cerned  with  Armitage,  the  bank- 
clerk,  (not  yet  taken)  in  receiving 
a  dividend  warrant  of  2, So ol.  was 
efcaped  from  Cold  Bath  Fields  pri- 
fon ;  and  that  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Smith,  alias  Harper,  was  alfo 
gone  off.  As  Roberts  was  con¬ 
fined  under  a  ferious  charge,  and 
fome  very  confiderable  difeoveries 
were  expeHed  to  be  made  of  differ¬ 
ent  forgeries  of  bank  notes  by  his 
means,  his  efcape  has  excited  a 
confiderable  fenfation  ;  and  oh 
Thurfday  a  meeting  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  magiftrates  of  Middlefex,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  diredors  of  the 
bank,  took  place  at  the  New  Pri- 
fon,  Clerkenwell,  to  inveftigate; 
by  the  examination  of  feveral  wit- 
nefles,  the  efcape  of  Robert  Ro¬ 
berts,  and  Smith,  alias  Harper,  on 
Tuefday  mornings  It  appeared 
the  former  prifoner  was  about  to 
undergo  a  final  examination,  on  the 
Charge  of  forgery  on  the  bank  of 
England,  on  Wednefday ;  and  the. 
latter  is  a  known  thief;  who  was 
undergoingan  imprifonment  for  fix 
months,  and  who  alfo  flood  indict¬ 
ed  for  a  burglary.  Roberts,  who 
has  lately  reprefented  himfelf  as  a 
bill  broker,  is  the  fame  who,  two 
years  fince,  obtained  confiderable 
fums  of  money  in  the  north  of  Eng¬ 
land,  by  reprefenting  himfelf  to 
be  Earl  Percy.  The  efcape  of  the 
ries.  two 
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two  prifoners  is  one  of  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  nature.  Their  places  of  con¬ 
finement  were  at  the  extremity  of 
a  court,  and  they  were  perfeft 
fl  rangers  to  each  other,  as  far  as 
was  known.  It  was  difcovered 
that  Harper  had  broken  the  wall 
into  an  adjoining  cell,  which  was 
unlocked,  and  inftead  of  efcaping 
(which  might  have  ordinarily  been 
expected)  into  the  outer  yard,  he 
unlocked  two  iron  gates  which  led 
down  the  court  to  the  interior  of 
the  prifon,  and  liberated  Roberts, 
a  fuppofed  ft  ranger  to  him.  Thefe 
gates  were  found  open,  and  three 
others  which  led  to  the  outer  yard. 
Notwithftanding  there  is  a  watch¬ 
man  placed  within  the  prifon,  in 
the  outer  yard,  and  another  with¬ 
out,  the  two  prifoners  efcaped  over 
the  wall ;  and  another  remarkable 
circumftance  is,  that  Mr.  Aris,  the 
gaol-keeper,  locked  up  the  prifoners 
that  night,  which  he  was  not  ac- 
cuftomed  to  do.  Roberts  was  af¬ 
terwards  taken.  All  the  family  of 
the  Arises  have  been  difcharged. 

Died.  —  At  Sbaftelbury,  Mr. 
John  Hayter,  cooper,  well  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Old  'Squire. 
Although  often  profecuted  and  per- 
fecuted  by  gentlemen  tenacious  of 
their  game,  he  kept  a  pack  of  har¬ 
riers  upwards  of  fixty  years,  and 
was  earth-ftopper  to  various  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  claimed  the  Duntley 
and  Allin’s  fox  hunt  for  nearly  the 
fame  period.  When  quite  a  boy  he 
kept  a  few  beagles,  and  would  of¬ 
ten  entice  a  neighbouring  gentle¬ 
man’s  hounds  from  their  kennel  to 
affift  his  little  pack,  for  which  he 
was  as  often  chaftifed  by  his  own 
father  and  Mr.  Hardiman  (the  gen¬ 
tleman  alluded  to)  ;  but  fuch  was 
his  propenfity  to  the  chafe,  that 
he  would  fit  up  whole  winter  nights 
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to  get  his  work  forward,  in  order 
to  hunt  on  foot  the  next  morning. 
Latterly  he  was  obliged  to  part 
with  his  hounds  ;  hut  even  to  the 
latter  end  of  the  laft  hunting  fea- 
fon,  he  would  meet  the  fox  hounds 
on  foot ;  and  almoft  to  the  hour  of 
his  death  was  fond  of  rehearfing 
the  fports  of  the  field. 

Mrs.  Dennis,  aged  ioo. 

Anne  Taylor,  at  Spetchley,  near 
Worcefter,  aged  115. 

Letitia  White,  at  Saul,  Gloucef- 
terfhire,  aged  100. 


SEPTEMBER. 

Eifenach . — About  half  paft  ^ 

eight,  on  the  evening  of  the 
1  ft  of  September,  a  French  wag¬ 
gon,  drawn  by  nine  horfes,  and 
loaded  with  fourteen  cafes  of  pow¬ 
der  cartridges,  and  grenades,  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  gates  of  this  city,  and 
entered  it.  In  fpite  of  the  difficul¬ 
ties  which  arofe  the  waggons  con¬ 
tinued  their  route,  although  it  was 
remarked  that  one  of  them  fmoked ; 
it  hardly  arrived  at  the  market¬ 
place,  oppofite  one  of  the  inns, 
when  it  caught  fire,  with  fo  great 
an  explofion,  that  it  was  heard  at 
Erfurt,  twelve  leagues  diftant.  In 
a  moment  the  neighbouring  houfes 
were  on  fire;  every  perfon  who 
was  near  them  was  fhattered  to 
pieces.  The  limbs  of  feven  can¬ 
noneers,  who  efcorted  the  waggon, 
and  of  the  horfes,  were  fcattered 
in  the  ftreets.  Two  young  married 
people,  who  were  fitting  in  front 
of  their  houfe,  were  crufned  to 
pieces  by  an  enormous  fjpee-ftone, 
which  the  explofion  hurled  upon 
them.  M.  Counfellor  Dorr  was 
burnt,  and  feven  perfons  have  been 
found  dead  in  his  houfe.  Captain 

Schenk, 
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Schenk,  who  occupied  the  fecond 
floor  of  this  houfe,  was  at  the  time 
in  his  room,  with  his  wife,  chil¬ 
dren,  and  a  very  interefting  perfon, 
daughter  of  Eicheil,  minifter  of 
finance  ;  when  the  captain  perceiv¬ 
ed  the  conflagration,  he  precipi¬ 
tated  himfelf  into  the  ftreet,  and 
was  faved;  his  family  and  Mifs 
Sophia  Eicheil  fell  a  victim  to  the 
flames.  In  another  houfe,  Sellett, 
an  advocate,  married  about  three 
weeks,  was  fitting  at  the  fide  of 
his  young  wife,  on  a  couch,  near 
the  windows  which  looked  into 
the  ftreet,  the  exploflon  {truck  the 
wall  and  the  top  of  the  houfe,  and, 
by  a  miraculous  phenomenon,  the 
couch  fell  from  the  fecond  floor 
into  the  ftreet,  and  the  married 
couple  were  quite  free  from  danger, 
but  all  the  others  perifhed  in  the 
flames.  The  conflagration  lafted 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  next 
day,  although  there  were  more 
than  an  hundred  pumps  at  work, 
and  a  prodigious  number  of  per- 
fons  aflembled  from  all  points  to 
render  afliftance.  There  are  about 
forty  houfes  burnt.  The  windows 
in  all  the  houfes  of  the  city  have 
been  broken  ;  and  there  are  very 
few  houfes  where  the  hangings  of 
the  room  have  not  been  damaged. 
The  number  of  perfons  killed  is 
already  known  to  amount  to  more 
than  fifty.  It  is  prefumed  there 
are  more  than  eighty  perfons  mor¬ 
tally  wounded,  or  very  much  maim¬ 
ed.  Some  people  have  alfo  been 
killed  in  endeavouring  to  extin- 
guifh  the  flames.  The  man  who 
had  the  care  of  the  caftle  called 
Wartburgh,  having  drawn  away 
about  forty  balls  filled  with  com- 
buftibles,  one  of  them  being  too 
hot,  bur  ft  and  killed  him.  At  a 
fhort  diftance  from  the  waggon 
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which  caufed  fo  much  difirefs,  there 
was  a  fecond  following  it,  equally- 
loaded  with  powder ;  but  juft  be¬ 
fore  the  explofion  it  fell  back.  A 
little  further  there  were  fix  others 
of  the  fame  kind  ;  and,  if  they  had 
immediately  followed,  as  is  cuf~ 
tomary,  all  the  city  would  have 
been  in  one  heap  of  ruins.  It  is 
impoffible  to  paint  the  confirma¬ 
tion  amongft  the  inhabitants.  The 
number  of  families  who  have  loft 
their  houfes  and  their  fortunes  is 
very  confiderable.  The  greater 
number  is  in  mourning,  or  has  to 
mourn  over  fome  unfortunate  one 
who  is  wounded. 

A  curious  natural  pheno-  ^ 
menon  has  lately  been  difco- 
vered  in  Edinburgh ;  and  as  it 
ftrikes  different  perfons  in  the  fame 
manner  at  firft  fight,  it  is  impofli- 
ble  that  fancy  (that  aflive  princi¬ 
ple)  can  be  the  caufe  of  it.  From 
a  point  of  Salifbury  Craggs,  and 
from  a  place  called  Miller’s  Gar¬ 
den,  there  is  vifible  in  the  rock  on 
the  Calton  Hill,  on  which  the  monu¬ 
ment  to  the  memory  of  Lord  Nel- 
fon  is  eredted,  a  raoft  correft, 
though  gigantic,  profile  of  the  he¬ 
ro’s  face.  It  is  formed  by  the 
rock,  and  was  firft  difcovered  a 
few  weeks  fince  by  an  Englifh  fa¬ 
mily  travelling  in  Scotland. 

Before  giving  this  article  a  place 
in  our  work,  we  were  at  pains  to 
afcertain  how  far  it  was  entitled  to 
credit ;  and  whether  fancy  had  any 
fhare,  or  what  {hare,  in  producing 
the  ftriking  phenomenon  recorded. 
We  accordingly  examined  the  re- 
femblance  from  both  the  points  of 
view  above  mentioned,  and  have 
no  hefitation  in  pronouncing  it  to 
be  one  of  the  rnoft  wonderful  lusus 
nature  that  has  ever  been  feen  on  fo 
extenfive  a  fcale.  The  likenefs  is 
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fo  ftrong  that  it  cannot  be  rnif- 
faken ;  and  the  monument  fur- 
mounts  the  forehead  like  a  civic 
crown. 

On  Monday  morning  fome  fiftier- 
tnen  caught  a  remarkable  large 
fturgeon  in  the  river,  not  far  from 
Chefter ;  it  meafured  nine  feet 
three  inches  in  length,  and  weighed 
nearly  20olbs. 

,  The  paffengers  through 
^  Piccadilly,  and  many  of  the 
inhabitants, were  thrown  into  great 
confufion  on  Sunday  night,  between 
ten  and  eleven  o’clock,  by  the 
efcape  of  a  leopard  from  a  caravan, 
which  was  conveying  it  to  Bartho'- 
lomew  fair.  The  animal  ran  into 
the  lower  part  of  one  of  the  houfes 
which  are  re-building  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  ftreet  between  the 
church  and  the  Haymarket.  The 
keeper,  who  foon  difcovered  the 
efcape  of  the  animal,  ran  about  in 
great  agony,  calling  for  a  blanket 
and  fome  ropes ;  but  when  the 
people  heard  the  purpofe  for  which 
they  were  wanted,  they  retreated 
from  the  fpot  with  the  utmoft  pre¬ 
cipitation.  Two  monkies  efcaped 
at  the  fame  time,  one  of  which  was 
taken  in  an  oyfter  (hop  on  the  fpot, 
the  keeper  of  which  clofed  his  door 
immediately,  left  the  monkey  might 
be  followed  by  a  more  formidable 
vifitor. 

The  leopard,  we  are  forty  to 
find,  was  not  taken  without  injury 
to  one  of  the  men  who  were  em¬ 
ployed  on  that  hazardous  fervice. 
The  animal  bit  him  fo  feverely, 
that  the  poor  man  was  obliged  to 
be  taken  to  St.  George’s  Hofpital. 
The  way  in  which  the  animal  was 
fecured,  was  by  placing  a  den  be¬ 
fore  the  door  of  the  cellar  in  which 
he  had  fheltered  himfelf,  but  it  was 
with  no  fmall  difficulty  that  he 


Was  induced  to  enter  it.  The  a tei 
cident  arofe,  it  feems,  from  the? 
horfes  which  drew  the  caravan 
having  taken  fright,  ran  off  full 
fpeed,  and  overthrown  it ;  the  cage 
which  contained  the  leopard  was 
thrown  out,  and  fo  lhattered  in  the 
fall,  that  the  animal  eafily  efcaped. 

Klagenfurty  Sept.  4. — According 
to  accounts  from  Illyrian  Karnten, 
a  terrible  rain-fpout  defcended  on 
the  nights  of  the  27th  and  28th  of 
Auguft,  at  Hermajor  and  its  vici. 
nity,  threatening  deftruftion  to  the 
whole  village.  The  water  flowed 
into  the  market-place  and  its 
neighbourhood  fo  high,  as  to  pe¬ 
netrate  the  windows  of  the  firft 
floor.  More  than  fifty  perfons 
were  hurried  away  by  the  torrent  5 
many  of  whom  were  alive,  and 
called  piteoufly  for  afliftance,  which 
no  one  could  afford.  All  the 
bridges,  and  twelve  houfeS,  were 
wafhed  away,  and  a  great  quantity 
of  cattle  periftied  in  the  fields. 

About  feven  this  morn- 
ing,  the  wind  N.N.E.  the  Iotl1s 
weather  perfeffly  calm,  two  fhocks 
of  an  earthquake  were  felt  at  Breft 
and  its  environs.  The  duration 
was  about  three  feconds.  The  ef¬ 
fect  was  fuch  as  would  be  produced 
in  a  houfe  by  the  fucceflive  falling 
of  two  large  metallic  bodies  upon 
the  floor,  accompanied  by  the 
noife  of  a  waggon  loaded  with  iron 
bars.  In  a  few  minutes  after,  a 
diftant  and  hollow  found  was  heard, 
and  then  a  fimilar  noife  at  a  greater 
diftance.  Another  (hock,  of  fhorter 
duration,  took  place  in  the  night 
between  the  10th  and  nth. 
Earthquakes  have  become  more 
frequent  within  thefe  fix  or  eight 
months  than  formerly.  There  is 
fcarcely  a  country  on  the  continent 
of  Europe  that  has  not,  in  fome 
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degree,  experienced  a  fliock ;  but 
it  would  appear  that  the  molt  for¬ 
midable  have  been  felt  in  Hungary, 
at  the  bafe  of  the  Carpathian 
Mountains,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
Alps  in  the  valley  of  Pignerol. 
From  thefe  two  points,  as  from 
two  fiery  furnaces,  iflued  the  fparks 
which  kindled  the  fubterranean 
fires  to  an  immenfe  circumference, 
and  occafioned  the  fhocks  which 
have  been  felt  at  Cremona,  Fri- 
burg,  Infpruck,  Olmutz,  and  other 
places  in  that  quarter,  a»nd  at  An¬ 
gers,  Nantz,  Rochelle,  and  Breit 
in  the  other. 

Carlfruhes  Sept.  13.-— A  bone  of 
an  extraordinary  fize  has  recently 
been  found  on  the  borders  of  the 
Rhine,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Philipfbourg.  M.  D’Adelfheim, 
the  grand  huntfrnan,  gave  imme¬ 
diate  notice  of  it  to  the  grand 
duke,  who  ordered  that  the  bone 
fhould  be  fent  hither  to  be  exa¬ 
mined,  and  placed  in  his  cabinet  of 
natural  hiilory.  His  highnefs  re¬ 
warded  the  fifherman  who  brought 
it  very  liberally,  in  order  to  en¬ 
courage  them.  It  proved  to  be 
the  thigh  bone  of  fome  animal. 
When  found,  it  weighed  feventy- 
five  pounds,  Nuremburg  weight  : 
its  length  is  three  feet  eight  in¬ 
ches  and  a  half,  Paris  meafure. 
The  lower  part,  by  which  it  is 
fattened  to  the  inward  bone  of  the 
leg,  and  the  knee  pan,  is  perfe&ly 
preferved,  and  eleven  inches  three 
metres  in  diameter.  A  little 
higher,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a 
foot,  its  circumference  is  one  foot, 
eight  inches  ;  and  at  the  upper 
part  it  is  one  foot,  two  in¬ 
ches  and  three  metres.  As  it 
was  broken,  its  length  could  not 
be  eftimated.  It  feems  probable 
that  it  belonged  to  one  of  thofe 
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gigantic  animals,  the  bones  of 
which  have  been  deferibed  by  va¬ 
rious  American  travellers. 

A  young  man,  of  the  , 
name  of  Thornton,  at  Moul-  1 
ton  vSeals  End,  Lincolnlhire,  lately 
fealed  the  fteeple  of  the  parifh 
church,  which  is  not  lefs  than  ito 
feet  high,  by  means  of  the  fmall 
projections  of  ttone  attached  to  the 
exterior  of  the  fpire.  Not  con¬ 
tent  with  having  fucceeded  in 
gaining  the  ttone  which  caps  the 
fummit,  he  afpired  toiubftitute  his 
cloth  apron  for  the  vane  !  Whilll 
climbing  up  the  ftaff,  at  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  which  the  vane  is  fixed,  it 
broke  with  his  weight.  His  de- 
ftrudtion  appeared  inevitable  ;  but 
fortunately,  his  body  caught  the 
ftump  of  the  ttafF,  and  he  was  thus 
arretted  in  his  defeent,  and  fhortly 
after  defeended  to  the  ground  in 
fafety,  by  the  adventurous  route 
which  he  traced  in  his  afeent. 

Turin ,  Sept .  16.— The  reports 
received  from  every  quarter  of  the 
department,  of  the  extraordinary 
floods,  occafioned  by  the  great  fall 
of  rain,  which  had  been  incettant 
for  five  days,  are  truly  dittrefling. 
The  Po  has  rifen  upwards  of  a  me¬ 
tre  higher  than  ever  it  has  rifen 
in  the  fpring.  All  the  cranes  and 
nets,  and  drags  were  carried  away* 
Great  fears  are  entertained  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  damage  done  to  the 
bridges  of  Carignan  and  Sanzone  ; 
that  of  the  Stura  received  fome 
damage  in  the  abutments  of  the 
river  ;  and  fome  damage  was  done 
on  the  dykes.  We  are  yet  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  damage  done  to  the 
mills,  dykes,  &c.  fituated  on  the 
border  of  the  river  which  feparates 
us  from  Italy.  The  couriers  of 
Milan  have  been  miffing  for  four 
days. 

\  A  a  3] 
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Extraordinary  Inundation .  —  Ver¬ 
meil,  Sept .  1 7. —The neighbourhood 
of  Verceil,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  plain  of  the  department  of  the 
Sefia,  has  been  devaftated  by  the 
fury  of  the  torrents  which  took 
place  on  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  this  month.  They  were  occa- 
fioned  by  the  great  fall  of  rain 
which  continued  from  the  12th  to 
the  15th,  and  by  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  thaw  of  the  fnow.  The  fall 
of  water  during  the  firft  twenty- 
four  hours  was  terrible  j  and  fuch 
as  is  experienced  in  the  greateft 
ftorms  only.  During  a  term  of 
thirty-eight  years,  this  country 
has  not  fuffered  from  an  inundation 
fo  fudden,  fo  general,  and  fo  dif- 
aftrous.  The  rivers  Cervo  and 
Elvo,  which  traverfe  the  depart¬ 
ment  at  the  extremities,  overflow¬ 
ed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 
united  their  ft  reams  at  a  certain 
point,  and  carried  with  them,  in 
their  courfe,  thehoufes,  cattle,  and 
Handing  crops ;  they  difcharged 
their  loads  of  ravage  into  the  Se- 
lia ;  this  enormous  volume  of  wa¬ 
ter,  which  retained  its  whole  force 
for  nearly  thirty-fix  hours,  and 
this  mafs  of  matter  which  it  carried 
along  with  it,  had  nearly  deftroy- 
ed  the  grand  bridge  of  Servia.  Yet 
happily  it  ultimately  withftood  the 
whole,  by  the  folidity  of  its  con- 
ftru&ion  ;  although  the  water,  for 
a  great  length  of  time,  was  more 
than  fix  metres  and  a  half  above 
its  ordinary  level.  The  Sefia,  un¬ 
able  to  difgorge  with  fufiicient  ra¬ 
pidity  the  waters  which  precipi¬ 
tated  thetnfelves  through  the  courfe 
of  the  great  bridge,  formed  two 
ftreams ;  one  to  the  left,  towards 
the  Italian  territory;  the  other  to 
the  right,  this  fell  into  the  Cor- 


vet  to,  a  ft  ream  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Verceil.  This  mafs  of 
water,  loaded  with  all  forts  of  her¬ 
bage,  newly  mown  from  the  mea¬ 
dows  near  the  river,  with  trunks 
of  trees,  and  all  forts  of  timber, 
broke  down  the  piles,  and  carried 
away  in  one  mafs  the  fmall  bridge 
fttuated  on  that  river,  which  is  the 
entrance  into  Verceil  on  the  Ita¬ 
lian  fide,  and  which  ferved  as  a 
communication  between  that  city 
and  the  great  road  from  Paris  to 
Milan  :  fo  that  this  communica¬ 
tion  was  interrupted  for  feme 
hours.  All  intercourfe  is  flopped 
between  Verceil  and  Beille,  which 
is  in  the  same  diftrid ;  fo  that  to 
this  day  we  know  but  a  part  of  the 
damage  fuftained  by  the  different 
communes. 

Coroner* s  Inqueft . — An  in-  , 

quifition  was  taken  at  the  ^ 
Mary-le-bone  Volunteer,  Baker- 
ftreet,  on  Saturday,  before  G, 
Hodgfon,  Efq.  on  the  body  of 
Mrs.  Seagrove,  who  was  found 
dead  on  Friday.  It  was  fuppofed 
Ihe  had  been  dead  for  three  days. 
A  little  innocent  infant,  quite  u n - 
dreffed,  had  crept  under  the  arm 
of  its  deceafed  mother  for  warmth. 
The  babe  was  yet  alive,  and  hopes 
are  entertained  that  it  will  reco¬ 
ver,  although  in  a  ftate  of  ftarva- 
tion.  A  furgeon  who  was  exa¬ 
mined,  attributed  the  exiftence  of 
the  child  fo  long  without  fufte- 
nance,  to  have  been  occafioned 
by  its  being  plump  and  healthy. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict.  Died 
by  the  V ifetation  of  God. 

The  inhabitants  of  Luton,  , 
in  Bedfordlhire,  were  fur-  22  * 
prifed.  with  an  aftonifliing  pheno¬ 
menon  this  evening.  The  com¬ 
mon  pond,  fituated  in  rather  an 
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elevated  part  of  the  town,  which, 
as  there  had  been  no  rain  in  their 
neighbourhood  for  fome  weeks, 
was  getting  rather  (hallow  of  wa¬ 
ter,  fuddenly  filled,  and  emitted 
from  its  bottom  all  the  filth  and 
fediment,  and  continued  flowing 
over  and  difcharging  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  for  fome  hours  ;  then 
and  fince  continuing  quiet  as  ufual. 
The  townspeople  are  ftruck  with 
confiderable  alarm  at  this  circ lim¬ 
it  a  nee,  and  apprehend  intelligence 
of  fome  earthquake  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  ;  becaufe  this  pond  had  a 
fimilar  emiflion  at  the  precife  in- 
ftant  the  dreadful  earthquake  hap¬ 
pened  at  Lilbon  in  1755. 

Wally  on  the  Meufe3  Sept .  22.-— 
On  the  19th  of  this  month,  be¬ 
tween  the  hours  of  five  and  fix  in 
the  evening,  a  luminous  meteor 
appeared  to  the  fouth,  and  about 
the  diftance  of  a  quarter  of  a 
league  from  the  fmall  commune  of 
Brezeau  :  perfons,  who  attentively 
examined  it,  aflert  that  it  was 
nearly  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  col¬ 
lecting,  floating  over  the  place 
where  it  was  firft  feen  ;  and  that, 
when  all  its  parts  had  united,  it 
appeared  all  at  once  as  a  very  con¬ 
fiderable  globe  of  fire,  taking  a 
northerly  direction  :  it  fpread  ter¬ 
ror  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village,  who  believed  their  houfes 
would  be  burnt,  and  they  them- 
felves  perifli.  This  globe  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  frightful  noife, 
which  was  heard  at  the  'diftance  of 
more  than  a  league  and  a  half,  and 
fometimes  refembled  the  rolling  of 
a  rapid  chariot ;  at  others,  the 
noife  of  rain  driven  by  the  wind. 
It  was  followed  by  a  very  thick 
fog,  and  carried  up  from  the 
ground  every  thing  it  met  with  in 
its  paflage.  In  crofting  a  river  it 
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abforbed  wrater,  which  foon  after¬ 
wards  fell  in  rain.  It  wandered 
for  fome  time  near  the  village. 

One  thing  certain  is,  that  the 
roof  of  a  houfe  was  thrown  down, 
which  is  the  only  trace  it  has  left. 
It  was  accompanied  and  followed 
by  an  abundant  rain,  much  light¬ 
ning,  and  loud  claps  of  thunder. 
Continuing  in  the  fame  direCiion, 
it  fuddenly  turned  into  a  column  of 
fire,  which,  with  the  fog,  rofe  to¬ 
wards  the  heavens.  This  made 
many  perfons  believe  the  fog  was 
fmoke.  It  remained  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  hour  in  this  ftate,  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a.  league  to  the  north  of  the 
village,  and  a  (hort  diftance  from 
the  foreft  of  Beaulieu.  This  co¬ 
lumn  now  funk  a  little,  and  at  laft 
fuddenly  difappeared,  leaving  a 
thick  fog,  which  had  no  fmell.’ 
This  phenomenon  lafted  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  hour,  and  travelled  over 
the  space  of  half  a  league. 

Naples^  Sept ,  24.- — The  recent 
eruption  will  make  the  year  1810 
an  epoch  in  the  annals  of  Vefuvius, 
on  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  began,  and  the  difafters 
it  has  produced.  It  is  confidered 
as  a  very  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance,  that  this  eruption  was  not 
preceded  by  the  ufual  indications ; 
every  convullion  of  Vefuvius  be¬ 
ing  previoufly  announced  by  the 
drying  up  of  the  wells  of  Naples, 
This  phenomenon  did  not  take 
place  on  this  occafion  ;  and,  to  the 
great  furprife  of  the  inhabitants, 
Vefuvius  began  to  emit  flames  on 
the  night  of  the  10th  of  Septem¬ 
ber.  On  the  morning  of  the  nth, 
the  flames  became  more  intenfe, 
and  the  lava  began  to  flow  from 
the  eaft  and  fouth-eaft  fides  of  the 
mountain.  Towards  evening  the 
conflagration  increafed,  and  about 
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twilight  two  grand  dreams  of  fire 
were  feen  to  flow  down  the  ridge 
of  the  volcano :  night  produced  no 
change  in  this  ftate  of  things.  On 
the  morning  of  the  12  th,  a  hollow 
found  was  heard,  and  has  always 
been  increaling  ;  the  fire  and  fmoke 
have  equally  augmented  in  inten- 
fity,  and  towards  evening  the  ho¬ 
rizon  was  obfcured.  The  breeze, 
ufual  in  thefe  parts,  having  blown 
from  the  fouth-eaft,  diflipated  the 
accumulated  clouds.  The  moun¬ 
tain  continued  to  vomit  lava  and  a 
denfe  fmoke,  which  even  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  was  ftrongly  fulphureous ; 
the  hollow  noife  in  the  Tides  of  the 
mountain  continued  to  increafe. 
Curious  towitnefs  as  near  as  pofiible 
one  of  the  mod  afionifhing  pheno¬ 
mena  of  nature,  and  forgetting  the 
misfortune  of  Pliny,  I  fet  out  from 
Naples,  and  at  eight  in  the  even¬ 
ing  I  reached  Portici.  From  thence, 
to  the  fummit  of  the  mountain,  the 
road  is  long  and  difficult.  About 
half  way  there  is  a  hermitage, 
which  has  long  ferved  for  refuge 
and  Ihelter  to  the  traveller  ;  a  good 
hermit  has  there  fixed  his  refidence, 
and  takes  care  to  furnilh,  for  a 
moderate  fum,  refrefhments,  which 
to  the  fatigued  traveller  are  worth 
their  weight  in  gold.  The  envi¬ 
rons  of  this  hermitage  produce  the 
famous  wine  called  lachryma  chrijii. 
From  the  hermitage  to  the  foot  of 
the  cave,  there  is  a  long  quarter 
of  a  league  of  road,  tolerably 
good ;  but  in  order  to  reach  from 
thence  the  crater,  it  is  neceflary  to 
climb  a  mountain  of  cinders,  where 
at  every  dep  you  fink  up  to  the 
mid-leg.  It  took  my  companions, 
myfelf,  and  our  guides,  two  hours 
to  make  this  afcent ;  and  it  was 
already  midnight  when  we  reached 
the  crater.  The  fire  of  the  volcano 


ferved  us  for  a  torch;  the  noifb 
had  totally  ceafed  for  two  hours  ; 
the  dame  had  alfo  confiderably  de- 
creafed :  thefe  circumdances  aug¬ 
mented  our  fecurity,  and  fupplied 
us  with  the  necedary  confidence  in 
traverfing  fueh  dangerous  ground. 
We  approached  as  near  as  the  heat 
would  permit,  and  we  fet  fire  to 
the  dicks  of  our  guides  in  the  lava, 
which  flowly  ran  through  the  hol¬ 
lows  of  the  crater.  The  furface 
of  this  indamed  matter  nearly  re- 
fembles  metal  in  a  date  of  fufion  ; 
but  as  it  flows  it  carries  a  kind  of 
fcurn,  which  hardens  as  it  cools, 
and  then  forms  mafles  of  fcoria, 
which  dafh  againd  each  other,  and 
roll  all  on  fire,  with  noife,  to  the 
foot  of  the  mountain.  Strong 
fumes  of  fulphuric  acid  gas  rife  in 
abundance  from  thefe  fcoria,  and 
by  their  cauflic  and  penetrating 
qualities  render  refpiration  difficult. 
We  feemed  to  be  pretty  fecure  in 
this  fituation,  and  were  far  from 
thinking  of  retiring,  when  a  fright¬ 
ful  explofion,  which  launched  into 
the  air  fragments  of  burning  rocks 
to  the  diftance  of  more  than  100 
toifes,  reminded  us  of  the  danger 
to  which  we  were  expofed.  None 
of  us  hefitated  a  moment  in  em¬ 
bracing  a  retreat,  and  in  five  mi¬ 
nutes  we  cleared  in  our  defcent  a 
fpace  of  ground  which  we  had 
taken  two  hours  to  climb.  We 
had  not  reached  the  hermitage  be¬ 
fore  a  noife  more  frightful  than 
ever  was  heard  ;  and  the  volcano, 
in  all  its  fury,  began  to  launch  a 
mafs  equal  to  fome  thoufand  cart 
loads  of  ftones,  and  fragments  of 
burning  rocks,  with  a  projedlile 
force  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 
calculate.  As  the  projection  was 
vertical,  almofl:  the  whole  of  this 
burning  mafs  fell  back  again  into 
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$fie  mouth  of  the  volcano,  which 
vomited  it  forth  anew  to  receive 
it  again,  with  the  exception  of 
fome  fragments  which  flew  off,  to 
fall  at  a  diftance,  and  alarm  the 
inquifitive  fpedator,  who  avoided 
them,  as  on  public  fetes  we  avoid 
the  handle  of  the  rockets,  in  our 
fire-works.  The  1 3th  commenced 
with  nearly  the  fame  appearances 
as  thofe  of  the  preceding  day.  The 
volcano  was  tranquil,  and  the  lava 
ran  flowly  in  the  channels  which 
it  had  formed  during  the  night  ; 
but,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  a 
frightful  and  continued  noife,  ac¬ 
companied  with  frequent  explo- 
fions,  announced  a  new  eruption  ; 
the  (hocks  of  the  volcano  were  fo 
violent,  that  at  Fort  del  Ovo, 
built  upon  a  rock,  where  I  then 
was,  at  the  diftance  of  near  four 
leagues,  i  felt  ofeillations  flmilar 
to  thofe  produced  by  an  earth¬ 
quake.  At  five  ofclock  the  erup¬ 
tion  commenced,  and  continued 
during  greater  part  of  the  night. 
This  time  the  burning  matter  flow¬ 
ed  down  all  the  fides  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  with  a  force  hitherto  unpre¬ 
cedented;  all  Vefuvius  was  on 
fire,  and  the  lava  has  caufed  the 
greateft  lodes ;  houfes  and  whole 
eftates  have  been  overwhelmed,  and 
at  this  day  families  in  tears  and 
reduced  to  defpair,  fearch  in  vain 
for  the  inheritance  of  their  ancef- 
tors,  buried  under  the  deftroying 
lava.  At  ten  at  night,  the  her¬ 
mitage  was  no  longer  acceflible  ; 
a  river  of  fire  had  obftruded  the 
road.  The  diftrids  fituated  on  the 
iouth-eaft  quarter  of  the  mountain 
had  (till  more  to  fuffer. 
o  j  Death  of  Mr,  Abraham 
Goldfmid. — About  half  paft 
feven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  Mr. 
Goldfmid  was  feen  to  pafs  over  the 
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bridge  that  leads  to  the  wildernefs, 
or  rookery,  in  the  grounds  at 
Morden-houfe  :  fhortly  after,  the 
coachman,  as  was  ufual,  inquired 
what  horfes  were  to  go  to  town ; 
upon  which  he  was  referred  to  Mr, 
Goldfmid,  being  told  at  the  time 
which  way  his  mafter  had  walked. 
The  coachman  went  in  fearch  of 
him,  and  was  the  fitft  that  found 
him  weltering  in  his  blood,  with 
the  piftol  grafped  in  his  right  hand. 
Life  was  not  quite  extind,  but 
before  any  aid  could  be  procured, 
Mr.  Goldfmid  expired. 

The  caufe  of  this  ra(h  ad  it  is 
not  difficult  to  affign :  Mr.  Gold¬ 
fmid  was  a  joint  contrador  for  the 
late  loan  of  fourteen  millions  with 
the  houfe  of  Sir  Francis  Baring, 
and  taking  the  largeft  probable 
range,  that  he  had  dealt  amongft 
his  friends  one  half  of  the  fum  al¬ 
lotted  to  him,  the  lofs  fuftained  b y 
the  remainder,  at  the  rate  of  65/, 
per  thoufand,  which  was  the  price 
©f  Thurfday,  was  more  than  an y 
individual  fortune  could  be  exped- 
ed  to  fuftain.  Ever  fince  the  de¬ 
cline  of  omnium  from  par,  Mr. 
Goldfmid’s  fpirits  were  progref- 
fively  drooping ;  but  when  it 
reached  five  and  fix  per  cent,  dif- 
coiint,  without  the  probability  of 
recovering,  the  unfortunate  gen¬ 
tleman  appeared  evidently  reftlefs 
in  his  dilpofition,  and  difordered 
in  his  mind  ;  and,  as  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  not  finding  that 
chearful  affiftance  among  his  mo¬ 
neyed  friends  which  he  had  expe¬ 
rienced  in  happier  times,  he  was 
unable  to  bear  up  againft  the  pref- 
fure  of  his  misfortunes;  and  hence 
was  driven  to  terminate  a  life, 
which,  till  then,  had  never  been 
chequered  by  misfortune.  The 
moment  intelligence  of  the  diftreff- 
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ing  event  reached  the  city,  which 
was  about  the  period  of  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Stock  Exchange,  the 
funds  fuddenly  felt  the  effects,  and 
confols  fell  in  a  few  minutes  from 
66J  to  6 3f.  Omnium  declined 
from  about  6|  to  iof  difcount, 
and  then  remained  fleady  at  that 
price  for  fome  time. 

We  underftand  that  Mr.  Gojd- 
fmid  had  determined,  if  poffible, 
to  perform  all  his  contracts  at  the 
Stock  Exchange,  hoping  ftill  to 
have  a  competency  left  to  retire 
with  into  private  life  from  the 
wreck  of  his  fortune.  He  had  al¬ 
ready  commenced  his  retrench¬ 
ments,  by  difcharging  all  the 
workmen  and  out-door  labourers 
employed  on  his  extenfive  pre¬ 
mises  at  Morden. 

Died. — At  Dijon,  aged  103, 
Francis  Tcurneron,  a  mafon.  A- 
mong  thofe  who  attended  his  fune¬ 
ral  was  a  man  aged  105, 

At  Penrice,  aged  100,  Joan 
Morgan,  who  enjoyed  her  faculties 
to  the  laft. 


OCTOBER. 

The  Coffer-dam  at  the 

*  Limehoufe  entrance  of  the 
Weft  India  Docks,  eredied  for  the 
purpofe  of  keeping  out  the  water, 
while  the  building  of  the  wing- 
wall  of  the  lock  was  going  on, 
gave  way  on  Wednefday.  At 
nearly  high  water  in  the  afternoon, 
the  workmen  employed  in  exca¬ 
vating  the  earth  for  the  foundation, 
having  obferved  the  water  to  burft 
underneath  the  piles,  were  ordered 
to  remove  immediately  from  the 
dam.  The  confidence,  however, 
repofed  in  its  fecurity,  from  the 
immenfe  ftrength  of  the  braces, 


See.  was  ftill  fuch,  that  hopes  were 
entertained  that  it  would  not  en¬ 
tirely  give  way.  But  in  a  few 
minutes  the  piles,  which  were  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  feet  long,  were 
forced  perpendicular  into  the  air  ; 
the  waters,  of  courfe,  filled  the 
dam,  and  the  effefts  were  immedi¬ 
ately  felt  in  the  bafon,  though  not 
to  the  extent  that  might  have  been 
expedted.  Fortunately  no  lives 
were  loft. 

The  fttuation  of  the  dam  was  fo 
much  expofed,  that  from  thirty  to 
forty  veffels  paffed  every  tide. 
Many  of  thefe  in  pafling,  (not- 
withftanding  every  exertion  on  the 
part  of  the  dock-mafter,)  came 
with  a  fevere  crafti  againft  the 
dam,  and  from  this  circumftance, 
and  the  preffure  of  about  fifteen 
hundred  thoufand  tons  of  water, 
the  blowing  up  of  the  whole  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at. 

Mr.  John  Cotton  Worth-  g^ 
ington  has  communicated  an 
account  of  his  practice  in  cultivat¬ 
ing  16  acres  of  land,  near  Sid- 
mouth,  in  Devon,  entirely  by  the 
labour  of  affes.  His  waggon  was 
extremely  light,  calculated  to  carry 
about  a  ton  and  a  half,  and  coft 
16/.  Six  affes  were  harneffed  two 
abreaft  in  it  ;  the  harnefs  was  a 
miniature  of  that  of  the  horfe,  ex¬ 
cept  that  the  collar  divided  at  top, 
like  an  ox’s  harnefs,  and  buckled 
together ;  the  pair  of  chains  weigh¬ 
ed  about  fix  pounds,  at  2s.  per  lb. 
or  8* *.  per  foot ;  the  whole  harnefs, 
with  hames,  pad,  iron»work,  bri¬ 
dle,  breeching,  crupper.  See .  coft 
about  1/.  i6l  ;  the  leading  ditto, 
1/.  7 s.  ;  expenees  of  ftioeing, 

is.  6d.  a  round.  In  all  ftiff  work 
four  affes  were  ufed  at  plough, 
harneffed  two  abreaft,  and  driven 
in  hand  with  reins,  by  the  plough¬ 
man. 
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man.  Ten  or  eleven  acres  of  Mr. 
Worthington's  land  in  aration  lay 
on  the  Hope  of  a  hill,  fo  fteep,  that 
horfes  had  not  been  able  to  plough 
it  up  and  down,  but  which  his  afs- 
team  readily  performed.  The  afles, 
none  of  which  exceeded  eleven 
hands  in  height,  coil  40^.  or  lefs 
each.  In  the  fame  team,  ftallions, 
mares,  and  geldings,  were  ufed  ; 
the  mares  were  found  the  moil 
gentle  and  tractable  ;  the  geldings 
the  mod  ftubborn  and  inaftive,  yet 
the  rnoft  fagacious ;  the  ftallions 
fomewhat  vicious,  but  cf  double 
the  fpirit,  ftrength  and  vigour  of 
either  of  the  others.  The  afles 
were  not  found  liable  to  any  ma¬ 
ladies  ;  were  temperate  eaters,  and 
throve  beft  when  turned  out  into  a 
neighbouring  common,  to  cater  for 
themfelves  among  brambles ;  and 
no  tax  was  paid  for  them,  like  that 
upon  horfes. 

Mohitow,  051.  12. — A  terrible 
fire  broke  out  between  the  8th  and 
9th  inftant,  in  one  of  the  fmall 
{hops  fituated  in  the  old  market. 
The  flames,  driven  by  a  violent 
fouth-eaft  wind,  foon  caught  the 
neighbouring  houfes,  which  were 
all  built  of  wood,  and  clofe  to  each 
other.  Thefe  were  more  fpeedily 
confumed,  in  confequence  of  the 
drought  we  have  experienced  for 
the  laft  two  months  ;  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  houfes  and  (hops  became  a 
prey  to  the  flames,  as  well  as  three 
Greek  churches,  and  one  Roman 
Catholic,  with  the  convent  which 
belonged  to  it.  Although  thefe 
buildings  were  of  ftone,  neverthe- 
lefs,  all  the  timbers,  and  every  thing 
that  was  of  wood  was  deftroyed. 

Two  complete  towns  belonging 
to  Auflria,  and  extenfive  parts  of 
others,  have  alfo  been  deftroyed  ; 


owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  extreme 
drynefs  of  the  feafon. 

Sixty  pounds  was  laft  , 
week  paid  at  Plymouth  for 
a  fubftitute  for  the  militia.  One 
man  went  on  condition  of  re¬ 
ceiving  is.  per  day  during  the  war  ; 
and  another  fold  himfelf  for  *]s.  3d. 
per  lb. 

Margate.— Thornton,  a 
carrier,  who  deftroyed  him¬ 
felf  laft  week,  and  v/as,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  finding  of  the  coro¬ 
ner’s  inqueft,  buried  as  a  filicide, 
in  the  crofs  way,  on  the  Lower 
Road  in  Dane  Bottom,  between 
Margate  and  St.  Peter’s,  was  a 
man  of  moft  Angular  and  obdurate 
habits.  Ignorant,  and  utterly  un¬ 
acquainted  with  all  the  forms  of 
civilized  life,  he  had  fuftered  pride 
to  render  him  impenetrable  to  the 
Toothings  of  friendfhip,  and  was  a 
melancholy  inftance  of  the  unhappy 
confequence  of  giving  way  too 
readily  to  the  malignant  paflions. 
Having  formed  to  himfelf  a  notion 
that  the  aft  of  parliament  which 
levies  a  tax  upon  wheel  carriages, 
had  no  reference  to  caravans,  he 
obftinately  refufed  to  enter  a  car¬ 
riage  of  the  latter  defcription, 
which  he  had  kept  for  many  years; 
and,fetting  at  defiance  the  juftices, 
who  levied  the  mitigated  penalties, 
and  his  friends  who  advifed  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  the  board  of  taxes,  on  the 
fcore  of  poverty,  feems  to  have 
preferred  death  to  an  appearance 
which  his  miftaken  opinion  confi- 
dered  as  degradation. 

There  is  a  fcarlet  runner  now  in 
bloffom,  at  a  houfe  in  Nelfon- 
fquare,  Blackfriars-road,  of  the 
height  of  thirty-five  feet  three  in¬ 
ches,  having  no  lefs  than  978  pods, 
which,  at  the  rate  of  four  beans  in 

a  pod, 
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a  pod,  makes  the  immenfe  increafe 
of  3912  beans. 

,  Extraordinary  Accident . — • 
Died,  at  Kilearn,  Stirling- 
fhire,  on  the  20th  inftant,  George 
M 4 Adam,  weaver.  His  death  was 
occafioned  by  the  infufficiency  of 
the  dock  of  an  old  gun.  Upon  the 
19th  of  September  laft,  he  went 
to  (hoot  at  a  covey  of  partridges, 
which  he  had  feen  alight.  He  fired 
at  them,  but  the  fhot,  inftead  of 
going  forwards,  expelled  back¬ 
wards  the  dock  of  the  piece,  which 
had  a  long  prong,  through  his 
lorehead  into  his  brain,  a  little 
above  the  nafal  procefs,  in  the 
line  of  the  frontal  future,  where  it 
remained  immoveable.  He  himfelf 
tugged  it,  from  fide  to  fide,  till 
he  got  it  extra&ed,  and  then  ran 
home,  a  diftance  of  nearly  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile.  He  fent  for  a  per- 
fon  to  drefs  it,  who  perceiving 
fome  brains  upon  the  dock,  and  the 
pulfation  of  the  brain  through  the 
aperture,  thought  it  prudent  to 
fend  for  a  furgeon  to  drefs  the 
wound.  Though  the  wound  was 
fo  bad,  yet  the  patient  never  faint¬ 
ed,  but  continued  fenfible  till  with¬ 
in  two  days  of  his  death,  and  ufed, 
contrary  to  ^11  advice,  to  rife  and 
fit  up,  without  any  affiftance.  His 
pulfe  wras,  during  his  illnefs,  ge¬ 
nerally  low,  being  feldom  higher 
than  fifty-five  pulfations  in  the 
minute.  On  the  29th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  two  fmall  fplinters  of  the 
outer  table  of  the  fkull  came  away 
with  the  dreffing.  On  the  ill  of 
October,  the  furgeon  took  out  a 
fradured  piece  of  the  outer  table 
of  the  frontal  bone,  about  the  fize 
of  a  fixpence.  The  brain  began  to 
obtrude  itfelf  on  the  2d,  and,  on 
the  14th,  a  portion  of  it,  about 


an  inch  in  diameter,  and  two  in« 
ches  long,  came  away  with  the 
dreffing,  to  the  innermoft  part  of 
which  a  piece  of  the  inner  table- 
of  the  frontal  bone  was  attached, 
about  the  fize  of  that  formerly 
taken  out.  On  Tuefday,  the  1 6th, 
the  patient  became  very  reftlefs, 
and  much  pained,  his  pulfe  feventy- 
tvvo,  and  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  the  brain  continued  to  force  it¬ 
felf  outwards,  mingled  with  blood. 
He  became  totally  infenfible  on 
Thurfday  morning,  the  1 8th,  and 
was  feized  with  a  fliivering 
throughout  his  whole  frame,  but 
more  particularly  about  his  lips, 
and  left  eye-lids,  which  continued 
till  his  death.  His  pulfe  had  rifen 
to  1 20.  He  died  in  very  indigent 
circumftances,  aged  35  years,  hav¬ 
ing  nothing  to  fupport  him  in  his 
diftrefs,  but  what  he  received  from 
the  humane  around  his  cabin,  and 
he  has  left  a  widow  and  three  fmall, 
children  to  hew'ail  his  lofs. 

The  following  extraor-  , 
dinary  cafe  of  abilinence  23  ° 
has  recently  occurred  at  Chelms¬ 
ford,  in  Effex.  On  the  4th  of 
September  laft,  James  Jackfon  was 
committed  to  the  houfe  of  correc¬ 
tion  at  that  place  as  a  vagrant. 
For  the  firft  five  days  after  his 
commitment  he  was  not  perceived 
to  take  any  fuftenance  whatever, 
nor  was  he  once  obferved  to  open 
his  eyes.  On  the  fixth  day,  he 
walked  in  the  prifon-yard,  and 
drank  plentifully  of  water  at  the 
pump,  and  continued  to  do  fo  till 
the  17th,  but  conftantly  refufed  tp 
take  any  kind  of  food  whatever, 
and  from  the  17th  day  of  his  con¬ 
finement  to  his  death,  which  hap¬ 
pened  on  Tuefday  laft,  he  even 
difeontinued  taking  water.  The 
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tonftable,  in  whofe  cuftody  he 
was  for  three  days  previous  to  his 
being  committed  to  the  houfe  of 
corre&ion,  ftates,  that  during  that 
time  he  took  nothing  but  one  pint 
of  beer,  fo  that  it  appears,  that 
from  the  id  of  September  to  the 
2d  of  Odober,  the  day  on  which 
he  died,  he  took  no  other  nouriftl- 
ment  but  one  pint  of  beer,  except 
water,  of  which  it  is  dated  he 
drank  plentifully  during  twelve 
days  of  the  time  he  was  in  prifon. 

^  Jeffery  the  feaman  ar- 
*  rived  in  town  on  Monday 
lad:,  when  the  lords  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  gave  him  his  free  difcharge 
from  the  fervice;  and  the  friends 
of  Captain  Lake  made  him  a  libe¬ 
ral  compenfation  for  the  hardlhips 
he  had  fullained.  He  is  a  good- 
looking  young  fellow,  and  confef- 
fes  he  made  the  x  for  his  name, 
though  he  can  write  ;  but  he  fays 
that  it  is  common  among  failors  to 
iffe  the  crofs  for  fhortnefs. 

In  his  account  of  his  fufferings 
and  prefervation,  he  fays,  that  at 
firft  he  did  not  believe  that  it  was 
intended  to  leave  him  on  the  ifland  ; 
he  faw  the  fhip  the  morning  after 
he  was  put  on  lhore,  and  expe&ed 
every  moment  that  a  boat  would 
be  put  off  to  take  him  on  board. 
He  fuffered  at  firft  very  much  from 
third,  and  to  allay  it  he  drank  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  fait  water, 
which  only  increafed  it.  Mod  for¬ 
tunately  for  him  fome  rain  fell  on 
the  third  day  after  he  was  put  on 
lhore,  and  the  quantities  that  re¬ 
mained  in  the  cavities  of  the  rocks 
lupplied  him  while  he  remained 
there  :  he  was  under  the  neceflity 
of  fucking  it  out  with  a  quill.  He 
faw  great  numbers  of  birds  of  the 
gull  kind,  rather  larger  than  a 
goofe,  but  he  could  not  catch  any 
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of  them.  He  found  only  one  egg, 
but  it  was  in  fuch  a  putrid  date 
that  he  could  not  eat  it :  the  only 
food  (if  it  may  be  called  food)  that 
he  had  was  fome  bark,  which  he 
found  on  the  fhore.  He  faw  five 
(hips  pafs  by  while  he  was  on  the 
ifland,  but  at  too  great  a  diftance 
for  him  to  be  vifible  to  the  people 
on  board  ;  and  the  veffel  by  which 
he  was  at  lad:  taken  off  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  paffed  on  in  the  fame 
manner,  if  the  captain  had  not 
hove-to  from  motives  of  curiofity, 
to  examine  the  birds,  which  were 
flying  in  great  numbers  about  the 
ifland. 

Died. — In  Soho-fquare,  Jonas 
Dryander,  Efq.  librarian  to  Sir 
Jofeph  Banks,  and  to  the  Royal 
Society,  and  a  vice-prefident  to 
the  Linnaean  Society,  aged  63. 
His  eminent  attainments  in  that 
branch  of  fcience  which  he  chiefly 
cultivated,  had  long  placed  him  in 
the  firft  rank  among  the  naturalifls 
of  Europe ;  and  his  catalogue  of 
the  Bankfian  library,  which  is  be¬ 
fore  the  public,  will  be  a  lading 
monument  of  erudition,  perfeve- 
rance,  and  found  judgment. 

At  Ealing,  John  Williams,  efq. 
one  of  the  king’s  ferjeants-at-law, 
a  native  of  Carmarthen,  and  for¬ 
merly  fellow  of  Wadham  College, 
Oxford.  He  was  a  man  gifted  by 
nature  with  extraordinary  powers 
of  memory  and  an  excellent  under- 
ftanding  ;  to  thefe  happy  endow¬ 
ments  he  added  the  molt  patient 
and  perfevering  application  to  the 
ftudy  of  the  law  ;  his  labours  were 
crowned  with  fuccefs ;  he  became 
one  of  the  mod:  eminent  lawyers 
of  modern  times.  His  luminous 
expofitions,  found  dedmflions,  clear 
reafoning,  profound  and  accurate 
knowledge  in  his  profeflion,  were 
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juftly  appreciated,  in  Weftminfter 
Hall,  by  his  contemporaries,  and 
will  long  be  recolleded  by  them 
with  admiration  and  merited  eu¬ 
logy  ;  but  his  profeffional  and  poll- 
humous  fame  will  not  reft  on  the 
frail  bafis  of  living  teftiraony,  his 
edition  of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Saun¬ 
ders’s  Reports  will  remain  to  after 
ages  a  fplendid  monument  of  his 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
laws  of  his  country. 

At  Bourdeaux,  aged  106,  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  had  never  even  been 
indifpofed. 


NOVEMBER. 

n  The  lord  mayor  received 

*  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Ryder,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the 
home  department,  informing  his 
lordfhip  that  in  confequence  of  the 
continuing  indifpofttion  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  no  new  chief  magiftrate  of 
the  city  could  be  fubmitted  for  the 
royal  approbation,  and  that  in 
confequence  his  lordfhip  would  be 
expeded  to  continue  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  duties  of  that  high 
office  until  his  majefty’s  pleafure 
could  be  taken  on  the  appointment 
of  his  fuccelfor. 

,  The  workmen  employed  to 
3  ’  repair  the  church  of  St.  Mary, 
Aldermanbury,  difeovered  a  few 
days  lince  the  remains  of  the  no¬ 
torious  chancellor  Jeffreys,  fo  uni- 
verfally  detefted  for  his  cruelty  and 
injuftice.  A  large  flat  ftone  was 
removed  near  the  communion  table, 
and  in  a  vault  under  it  the  men 
found  a  leaden  coffin  containing 
the  body.  The  coffin  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  fuffered  much  decay. 
It  was  clofed,  and  a  plate  remained 


on  it,  inferibed  with  the  name  of 
chancellor  Jeffreys.  His  fon  and 
daughter  are  alfo  buried  in  the 
fame  vault.  It  appears  on  enquiry 
that  the  body  remained  a  confider- 
able  time  in  the  Tower  before  it 
was  interred  in  this  church. 

,  About  ten  o’clock  on  Sa- 
^ *  *  turday  night,  the  3d  inftant, 
an  explofion  was  heard  in  the 
quarter  of  St.  Barry’s,  Cork,  fo 
loud  and  unexpeded  as  to  produce 
the  greateft  alarm.  It  was  foon 
difeovered  that  three  houfes  in 
Brandy-lane,  had  been  blown  up, 
apparently  by  gunpowder ;  that 
the  adjacent  houfes  were  in  flames ; 
and  from  the  fad  teftimony  of  fads, 
it  was  clear,  that  many  unfortu¬ 
nate  creatures  had  been  the  vidims 
of  inftantaneous  deftrudion.  The 
two  houfes  immediately  adjoining 
the  conflagration  were  almoft  in- 
ftantly  pulled  down,  and  the  reft 
were  faved  from  deftrudion. 

The  caufes  of  this  dreadful  cir- 
cumftance  are  not  perfedly  known  ; 
but  fo  far  as  could  be  colleded  from 
the  melancholy  furvivors,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Ellard,  who  lived  inone  of  the  ruin¬ 
ed  houfes,  had  been  employed  in  the 
powder  magazine  at  Ballincollig. 
It  is  fufpeded  that  this  man  con¬ 
trived  to  evade  detedion  in  bring¬ 
ing  out,  from  time  to  time,  quan¬ 
tities  of  gunpowder,  for  which  he 
in  general  found  cuftomers  among 
the  quarry  men  employed  in  the 
neighbouring  quarries  about  Cork. 
It  is  fuppofed  that  his  wife  and 
others  of  his  family  were  employed 
in  drying  this  powder,  and  had, 
while  fo  engaged,  brought  a  can¬ 
dle  too  clofe  to  it,  which  caufed 
the  terrible  explofion  that  took 
place,  and  as  a  great  many  poor 
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families  lodged  in  that  and  the 
neighbouring  houfes,  occasioned 
the  lofs  of  fo  many  lives. 

Of  thofe  who  are  known  to 
have  perifhed,  the  names  are  as 
follows ;  Mary  Mahony,  a  wi¬ 
dow  ;  John  Corkeran,  a  child  ; 
Thomas  Ellard,  the  suppofed  caufe 
of  the  calamity,  had  one  of  his 
thighs  torn  off  in  a  dreadful  man¬ 
ner,  and  died  as  he  reached  the 
South  Infirmary  ;  Mary,  his  wife  ; 
Florence  Sullivan,  a  mafon  ;  Ca¬ 
tharine,  his  wife,  and  Edward,  his 
fon,  aged  20  ;  Mary  Egan,  jun. 
Daniel  Dally,  a  cooper  ;  Mary, 
his  wife  ;  Mary  Conner,  a  child  ; 
John  Twomey,  a  labourer  ;  Elli- 
nor,  his  wife  ;  Honoria,  his  child; 
Dennis  Twomey,  his  brother  ; 
Ellinor  Daly,  a  lervant  ;  and  John 
M’Carty,  a  labourer.  There  are 
three  others  in  the  infirmary,  of 
whofe  recovery  fcarcely  any  hopes 
are  entertained.  The  bodies  of 
thofe  unfortunate  people  exhibited 
a  dreadful  fight.  The  five  which 
were  in  the  houfe  with  Twomey, 
the  labourer,  were  mangled  and 
mutilated  in  a  woeful  manner, 
their  limbs  being  ftrewed  about  the 
place  ;  and  feveral  of  the  women 
who  fufferea,  still  to  add  to  the 
misfortune,  were  with  child.  There 
was  nothing  wanting  to  enhance 
the  mifery  of  this  mod  Blocking 
event,  which,  as  far  as  it  extended, 
was  complete  in  deftru&ion  ;  eigh¬ 
teen  perfons  having  been  literally 
almod  torn  to  pieces,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  three  hourly  expefted  to 
be  releafed  from  torture.  Three 
houfes  were  blown  to  ruins,  and 
feveral  others  extremely  injured. 

„  Tremendous  ftor?n> — This 

10th.  .  /  r 

morning,  about  ieven 

o’clock,  it  began  to  rain  at  Bof- 

ton,  and  continued  to  do  fo 


[3  as 

throughout  the  day.  The  wind 
accompanied  the  rain  impetuoufly 
from  the  E.  S.  E.  and  gradually 
increafed  in  roughnefs  ;  from  eleven 
o’clock  in  the  day  till  fix  in  the 
evening,  it  blew  extremely  hard ; 
and  from  that  hour  till  nine  a  per¬ 
fect  hurricane.  Jn  confequence  of 
this  continued  gale  for  fo  many 
hours  in  one  point,  the  tide  in  the 
evening  came  in  with  great  rapi¬ 
dity,  and  rofe,  half  an  hour  before 
the  expected  time  of  full  flood,  to 
a  height  exceeding,  by  four  inches, 
what  it  is  recorded  to  have  at¬ 
tained  on  any  occafion  preceding. 
What  is  called  a  good  tide  was  ex¬ 
pected  ;  but  the  confirmation  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  rife  of  the  water 
feveral  feet  above  its  ufual  level, 
may  well  be  imagined  to  have 
been  excefiive.  Houfes  which  on 
no  occafion  whatever  before  had 
been  invaded  by  the  tide,  were 
now,  by  its  overpeering  all  pro¬ 
bable  bounds,  filled  to  a  great 
depth  with  the  water,  which  rufhed 
into  kitchens  and  cellars,  and  in¬ 
undated  every  apartment  until  it 
found  its  level.  Whole  ftreets 
were  thus  circumfianced  ;  and  fome 
were  for  two  or  three  hours  inac- 
ceffible  but  to  thofe  who  had  re¬ 
fill  ution  enough  to  wade  up  to  the 
knees.  Witham-place,  Worm- 
gate,  and  all  the  ftreets  and  houfes 
near  to  the  river,  were  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  predicament  ;  and  as  it  was 
night,  and  rained  heavily,  the 
fituation  of  the  inhabitants  was 
moft  diftreffing. 

What  was  a  very  extraordinary 
thing,  the  tide,  when  it  had  flowed 
to  its  higheft,  did  not  perceptibly 
fubfide  for  more  than  an  hour.  To 
thofe  who  had  any  knowledge  of 
the  way  in  which  fuch  an  effeff 
could  be  produced,  this  was  a  fure 

prognoftication, 
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prognoftication  of  an  extenfive  ca¬ 
lamity  ;  to  them  it  was  clear  that 
the  Tea-banks  had  broken,  or  were 
overflowed :  and  fortunately  for 
the  town  of  Bofton  (but  moft  mi- 
ferably  unfortunate  for  the  fur¬ 
rounding  country)  was  it  that  this 
thing  happened  ;  for  had  not  this 
tide  found  another  and  lefs  ftrait- 
ened  courfe,  but  flowed  till  it  had 
fpent  itfelf  in  its  accuftomed  chan¬ 
nel,  it  would  have  rifen  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  even  fome  feet  higher  than 
it  did  in  the  town,  and  have  fwept 
almoft  every  thing  before  it.  As 
it  happened,  the  town  was  faved, 
and  the  neighbouring  country  de¬ 
luged.  Friskney  new  fea-bank  is 
broken  by  the  tide  in  two  or  three 
places  ;  Liverton  new  fea-bank  the 
fame  ;  of  Friefton  new  bank  fcarce- 
ly  a  veftige  is  left ;  the  old  bank 
alfo  in  that  parifli  is  broken  in 
many  places  ;  as  is  Bofton  eaft  old 
bank,  and  the  banks  at  Skibock 
Quarter,  Wyborton,  Frampton, 
and  Fossdyke.  It  maybe  well  to 
obferve,  that  the  new  banks  are 
thofe  lately  made  on  the  inclofure 
of  the  marfhes  from  the  fea,  but 
are  not  relied  upon  for  the  defence 
of  the  country  at  large.  The  old 
fea-banks,  unhappily  for  the  coun¬ 
try,  have  proved  infufficient  in 
height,  as  the  furge  pafled  over 
them  almoft  along  the  whole  line  ; 
arid  this  was  the  caufe  of  the 
breaches,  the  overflow  having  firft 
fcoured  away  the  banks,  from  the 
fummit  to  the  bafe,  on  the  land 
flde.  The  fituation  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  in  confequence,  from  Wain- 
fleet  almoft  to  Spalding,  a  diftance 
of  thirty  miles,  is  fuch  as  exceeds 
our  powers  of  defcription.  The 
intelligence  of  diftrefs  which  we 
have  for  two  days  hourly  had 
brought  in  to  us,  amazes,  and  al« 


moft  incapacitates  us  from  ouf 
duty  of  relating  what  we  hear. 

The  calamity  has  been  naturally 
more  fevere  in  the  low  diftri&s  of 
this  country,  wffiich,  with  difficulty/ 
find  an  outfall  for  their  drainage  ; 
arid  the  tide  having  once  broken 
into  them,  purfues  its  courfe  irre- 
fiftibly  for  miles.  All  the  fine 
paftures,  the  pride  of  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  have  in  one  night  been' 
laid  under  water  ;  and  fome  thou- 
fands  of  Iheep  and  other  cattle 
have  been  drowned.  The  ruin 
came  fo  rapidly  and  unexpectedly, 
that  the  farmers  had  no  time  to 
fave  their  cattle,  had  the  thing 
been  pra&icable  ;  but  in  fome  in- 
ftances  the  inhabitants  of  farm- 
houfes  have  had  difficulty  in  faving 
their  own  lives  ;  and  one  inftance 
is  mentioned  to  us,  in  which  two 
perfons  at  Foffidyke  perifhed  by  the 
flood,  which  completely  fwept 
away  their  d welling- houfe. 

At  Filhtoft,  Mr.  Smith  Se'fibp 
(formerly  in  trade  as  a  grocer  at 
Bofton)  loft  his  life  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  refcue  fome  of  his  father’s 
fheep.  On  Saturday  night,  old 
Mr.  Seflfop,  accidentally  looking 
out  of  his  houfe  and  miftaking  the 
approaching  deluge  for  a  fall  of 
fnow  upon  the  ground,  exclaimed 
to  his  fon  that  care  fhould  be  taken 
of  fome  fheep  on  his  paftures.  The 
deceafed  immediately  went  forth, 
and  before  lie  recovered  from  the 
aftonifhment  excited  by  the  fcene, 
walked  through  the  water,  in  his 
way  to  the  fheep,  into  a  pit,  where 
he  was  drowned  before  any  affift- 
anee  could  be  rendered. 

Plummer’s  hotel  at  Friefton 
fhore  was  fome  hours  in  danger  of 
being  quite  walked  down;  the 
great  bow  window  of  the  dining¬ 
room,  although  a  confiderable 


f 


CHRONICLE. 


height  from  the  ground,  was  forced 
from  the  building  by  the  water, 
and  carried  to  the  diftance  of  feve- 
ral  fields. 

Some  few  farmers  are  laid  to 
have  loft  nearly  all  the  ftock  upon 
their  lands.  Great  difficulty  will 
be  experienced  in  fupporting  fuch 
cattle  as  may  not  have  perifhed  on 
the  inundated  farms,  all  the  ditches, 
ponds,  and  wells,  in  many  parifhes 
being  filled  with  falt-water,  which 
it  will  take  fome  time  to  get  rid  of. 
The  appearance  of  the  country 
from  the  top  of  Bofton-fteeple  is 
melancholy  in  the  extreme.-  At 
the  feventh  mile-ftone  towards 
Spalding  the  water  runs  over  the 
road,  and  the  country  looks  like  a 
lea.  From  the  hour  of  three,  on 
Friday  morning  laft,  till  five,  it 
lightened  as  vividly*and  repeatedly, 
as  is  common  in  the  feafon  when  we 
mo  ft  look  for  fuch  phcenomena. 

On  the  ioth  a  very  heavy  rain 
commenced  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Exeter,  which  continued  with¬ 
out  interntilfion  until  ten  o’clock 
the  fucceedine  night,  accomoanied 
by  a  ftrong  gale  of  wind  ;  the 
waters  rofe  fo  rapidly  that  all  the 
low  grounds  were  prefently  deluged. 
The  flood  was  three  inches  higher 
on  the  Exeter  quay  than  ever 
known  before.  Three  veffels  of 
large  burthen  were  thrown  com¬ 
pletely  on  the  quay,  and  with 
much  trouble  and  danger  launched 
into  the  river  a  day  afterwards ; 
many  walls  were  entirely  thrown 
down  or  carried  away,  and  feveral 
out-houles  totally  destroyed.  The 
INlonmouthfhire  regiment  of  mili¬ 
tia,  in  coming  from  Honiton, 
were  under  the  necefiity  of  wading 
through  the  water. 

The  Cla  rence  coach  from  Ply¬ 
mouth  was  entirely  Hopped  on  this 
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fide  of  Alphington,  about  half  a 
mile  from  Exeter.  There  were 
five  gentlemen  iniide.  three  men 
and  the  coachman  on  the  outfide. 
This  coach  was  drawn  by  fix: 
horfes,  with  a  poft-boy  ;  the  wa¬ 
ters  being  higher  than  the  horfes, 
they  all  fwam  with  the  toaeh 
againft  a  ftrong  current ;  but  the 
poftillion  lofing  bis  feat  clambered 
up  a  hedge.  The  two  leading 
horfes  immediately  began  to  turn, 
which  the  coachman  perceiving, 
defcended  from  his  feat,  and  cue 
off  the  h'arnefs,  being  up  to  his 
chin  in  the  water  :  four  of  the 
horfes  fwam  off,  but  the  other  two 
were  drowned.  Six  paffengers, 
after  ftruggling  with  the  water, 
got  on  a  hedge,  and  from  thence 
reached  a  neighbouring  houfe,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  immediately' 
gave  the  diftreffed  travellers  an 
afylum  for  the  night.  Another 
paffenger,  a  ft  out  black  man,  tak¬ 
ing  a  different  courfe,  remained 
under  a  high  hedge  nine  or  ten 
hours,  till  he  was  releafed  the  next 
morning.  The  empty  coach  was 
carried  back  a  confiderable  dis¬ 
tance  by  the  ftream,  and  ftuck  in 
a  hedge. 

At  Dawlifh,  nine  or  ten  new 
heufes  with  their  furniture  were 
nearly  demolifhed,  and  one  fwept 
into  the  fea  :  the  water  coming 
down  the  hills,  burft  forth  with 

fuch  force  that  nothing  could  with- 

ftand  its  fury.  Mr.  Tapper  of 

that  place  was  awoke  by  the  noife 
of  the  water  running-  through  his 
,  houfe ;  but  not  confidering  any 
danger,  remained  within  till  day¬ 
light,  when,  at  the  perfuafion  of 
the  neighbours,  he  with  his  wife 
and  child  quitted  the  premifes — 
which  they  hadTcarcely  left,  when 
the  roof  fell  in,  and  the  whole 
rxes.  [B  b~\  houfe 
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houfe  was  drifted  into  the  fen,  with 
the  furniture,  and  not  an  article 
was  faved.  The  alms-houfe  ad- 
joining,  which  had  flood  the  brunt 
of  many  a  dorm  and  temped  up¬ 
wards  of  100  years,  was  likewife 
dcmolidied,  The  beautiful  canal 
at  33 aw  11  (h  with  the  bridges  are  fo 
entirely  ded toyed,  that  not.  the  lead 
refemblance  of  its  original  form 
can  be  perceived, 

,  Arrived  at  Yarmouth, 
I2t  his  majedy  the  late  King 
of  Sweden.  His  intention  of 

coming  to  England  has  been  known 
0^0  4 

for  feme  time.  His  majefty  hav- 
ing  embarked  in  an  American  vef- 
fel  in  one  of  the  Ruffian  ports,  fell 
in  with  the  Ruby  man  ot  war,  on 
his  paffage  down  the  Baltic,  and 
availed  himfelf  of  that  opportunity 
of  coming  under  Britiih  protec¬ 
tion,  He  went  on  board  theRuby, 
and  afterwards  changed  from  that 
veffel  to  the  Tartarus,  in  which 
he  arrived*  Parties  of  French 
gens  d’armes,  it  is  fa  id*  were  in 
purfuit  of  him  t  near  Leipfic  he 
was  attacked  (by  robbers,  as  the 
German  papers  (aid)  but  he  and  his 
attendants  fired  upon  the  fuppofed 
robbers,  and  he  efcaped.  The 
gens  d’armes  gave  up  the  purfuit 
when  his  majedy  had  reached 
Riga.  He  quitted  that  place  under 
a  royal  dilute, 

,  On  the  cd  of  November, 
*  about  twelve  o’clock,  de¬ 
parted  this  life,  at  Windfor,  after  a 
long  and  painful  illnefs,  her  royal 
liighnefs  the  princefs  Amelia,  his 
majedy  ’s  younged  daughter,  to  the 
great  grief  of  all  the  royal  family. 
Her  royal  highnefs  completed  her 
27th  year  a  few  months  fince  ;  (he 
was  born  Augud  7,  1785.  How¬ 
ever  the  early  death  of  this  truly 
amiable  princefs  may  be  regretted. 


every  redevling  and  feeling  mind 
mud  derive  confolation  from  the 
confideration  that  die  has  at  length 
been  releafed  from  differing?,  which 
no  human  aid  could  remove.  Her 
royal  highnefs  was  from  early  youth 
of  a  very  tender  and  delicate  con¬ 
duction,  and  was  frequently  at¬ 
tacked  with  fevere  indifpofitions. 
Pier  diforder  began  to  difeover 
alarming  fvmptoms  about  two 
years  ago.  Sea-bathing,  moderate 
exercife  on  horfeback  (to  which 
flie  was  partial),  and  every  thing 
that  medical  knowledge  could  pre~ 
feribe,  were  adopted  ;  but,  though 
they  ferved  to  prolong  her  exiiH 
enee,  and  afforded  incidental  relief, 
no  fanguine  hopes  of  her  recovery 
were  entertained  by  thofe  who  are 
converfant  with  the  nature  of  her 
malady.  About  a  month  ago  die 
was  attacked  with  St.  Anthony’s 
fire*  which  brought  on  a  relapfe 
into  an  extreme  date  of  debility, 
under  which  die  difplayed  the 
nobleft  Chrifiian  faith  and  fortitude 
during  weeks  of  prolonged  agony, 
uncheered  by  any  ray  of  hope. 
For  the  lad  few  days  her  ftrength 
had  been  rapidly  wearing  away, 
and  die  died,  without  the  lead 
druggie  or  convulfion,  as  one 
dropping  gently  and  calmly  to 
deep. 

In  perfon,  her  royal  highnefs  was 
tall  and  deader,  and  her  air  was 
graceful  and  prepofieffing.  Ill¬ 
nefs  had  impeded  its  marks  on  her 
countenance.  In  her  manners  die 
was  mild,  elegant,  and  affable. 
The  frequency  of  ill-health  pre¬ 
vented  her  from  ftudy  ing  fo  deeply 
as  her  elder  lifters  ;  yet  die  culti¬ 
vated  the  fine  arts  with  great  fuc- 
cefs.  In  mufic  and  painting  fhe 
was  a  proficient  :  die  met  with  few; 
rivals  in  excellence  on  the  piano¬ 
forte, 
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forte,  and  difplayeda  claffical  tafle 
in  her  fele£tion  and  execution  of 
pictures.  Dignified,  though  con- 
defcending  ;  benevolent,  without 
oftentation  ;  lively,  though  a  prey 
to  ficknefs,  which  ufually  quenches 
the  feints  as  well  as  the  health  of 

i 

youth  ;  fhe  was  beloved  by  all  who 
lived  within  the  fphere  of  hearing 
of  her  virtues.  In  performing  the 
duties  of  humanity  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  (lie  was  indefatigable  ;  and 
the  grateful  fy mpa thy  with  which 
all  her  afts  of  this  nature  were 
performed,  was  not  iefs  Toothing 
and  gratifying  than  the  adual  tri¬ 
bute  of  her  kindnefs.  In  the  re¬ 
lations  of  domeftic  life,  nothing 
could  exceed  her  attention,  afli- 
duity,  and  affedion.  The  great 
affliction  of  knowing  that  her  be¬ 
loved  father  was  ill,  had  been 
fpared  her.  Thelafl  adl  of  her  filial 
tendernefs  evinced,  that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  ficknefs,  fe- 
verely  as  it  operated  on  her,  to 
lefien  the  amiable  temper  of  her 
mind  ;  for,  languid  as  fhe  was  at 
fome  periods,  and  tortured  by  pain 
at  others,  a  defire  of  teftifying  her 
affe&ion  for  the  beft  of  fathers  was 
one  of  the  ffrongeft  feelings  of  her 
heart.  She  wifhed  to  prefent  her 
royal  father  with  a  token  of  her 
filial  duty  and  affection  ;  and  fhe 
had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  placing  on 
his  finger  a  ring,  made  by  her  own 
directions  for  the  exprefs  purpofe, 
containing  a  frnall  lock  of  her  hair, 
inclofed  under  a  cryftal  tablet,  fet 
round  with  a  few  fparks  of  dia¬ 
monds.  The  effeCI  of  that  prefent 
on  his  majefty’s  paternal  heart, 
after  fo  many  fevere  trials  during 
the  whole  progrefs  of  her  iilnefs, 
the  public  have  to  deplore  at  this 
moment  ;  though  we  indulge  the 
hope  that  our  beloved  monarch  will 


foon  be  re  ft  o  red  fo  his  people ;  and 
that  the  knowledge  of  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  his  daughter’s  fufFerings 
will  tend  to  the  abatement  of  his. 
own.  The  Prince  of  Wales  and 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge  are  th© 
executors  of  her  will,  which  was 
opened  on  the  4th  inftant.  The 
prince,  the  refiduary  legatee,  has 
very  handfomely  prefented  her 
jewels,  Sue.  to  the  princefs  Mary, 
her  favourite  filler  :  flie  had  di¬ 
rected  them  to  be  fold  to  defray 
her  debts  and  a  few  legacies  ;  but 
the  prince  has  taken  thefe  wholly 
on  himfelf. 

In  confequence  of  a  delay  in 
fending  an  official  notice  of  her 
royal  highnefs’s  death  to  the  dean 
of  St.  Pa uP s,  caufed  by  the  death 
of  the  lord  chamberlain,  Lord 
Dartmouth,  the  cuflom  of  tolling 
the  great  bell  at  St,  Paul’s  did  not 
take  place  till  Sunday  afternoon* 
Nov.  4,  immediately  after  a  grand 
funeral  anthem  had  been  fung* 
Orders  were  iffued,  Nov.  for 
the  court’s  going  into  mourning* 
from  the  lord  chamberlain’s  office  $■ 
for  a  general  mourning,  from  the 
earl  marflial  ;  and  for  officers  of 
the  army  and  navy  to  wear  crape, 
from  the  horfe-guards  and  admi¬ 
ralty,  to  commence  on  Sunday, 
Nov.  ii.  The  theatres  and  all 
other  places  of  public  amufement 
were  clofed  till  after  the  funeral. 

The  remains  of  her  royal  high- 
nefs  were  on  the  night  of  Nov. 

O 

14th,  privately  interred  in  St. 
George’s  chapel.  At  eight  o’clock 
a  proceffion  was  formed  from  Au~ 
gufta  lodge  in  the  following  order  ; 

Servants  and  grooms  of 
their  rnajefiies  and  the  roval  family, 
in  flate  liveries, 

trumpets  of  the  royal  horfe  guards 
blue, 
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THE  HEARSE, 

drawn  by  the  king’s  fet  of  eight 
Englifh  black  horfes  fully 
caparifoned, 

efcorted  by  royal  horfe-guards 
blue*. 

One  of  his  majeffy  ’s  carriages, 
drawn  by  a  full  fet  of 
Englifh  black  horfes,  conveying 
the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  the 

Duke  of  Cambridge,  the  executors  ; 

alfo  efcorted  by  horfe  guards. 
Two  of  his  majefty's  carriages, 
each  conveying  four  of 
the  attendants  of  the  late  prircefs. 
'  Carriages  .of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  each 
drawn  by  fix  horfes. 

The  whole  flanked  by  the 
Staffordshire  militia, 
every  fixth  man  bearing  a  flambeau. 

Upon  arrival  at  the  chapel,  the 
fervants,  grooms,  and  trumpets, 
filed  off  without  the  fouth  door. 
At  the  entrance  the  dean  and  pre¬ 
bendaries,  attended  by  the  choir, 
received  the  body  ;  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  proceffion  having 
previoufly  been  formed,  the  whole 
proceeded  down  the  fouth  aide,  and 
up  the  nave  into  the  choir,  in  the 
following  order  (the  proceffion 
being  flanked  by  the  royal  horfe 
guards  blue,  every  fourth  man  bear¬ 
ing  a  flambeau  :) 

Poor  knights  of  Windfor  ; 
pages  of  the  royal  family  and  their 
majefties  ; 

C.  Bicknell,  efq.  folicitor  to  the 
princefs  ; 

R.Battifcombe,  efq.D.Dundas,  efq. 

apothecary  ;  furgeon  ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Goflct,  Rev.  Mr.  Plim- 
ley,  curate  and  re&or  of 
Windfor  ; 

Drs.  Baillie  and  Halford, 
phyficians  ; 


equerries  of  the  royal  family  and 
their  majeifies  ; 

honourable  General  Finch,  General 
Campbell,  Honourable  R.  F. 

Greville,  C.  Herbert,  efq. 
grooms  of  the  bed-chamber  to 
the  king  ; 

Lieutenant-colonel  Defbrowe, 
queen’s  vice-chamberlain  • 
Lord  G.  Thynne,  and 
Earl  of  Courtown,  comptroller  and 
treafurer  of  the  king's 
,  houfehold ; 

Earl  Harcourt, 
queen’s  mafter  of  the  horfe  ; 
Lords  Arden,  St.  Helen’s,  Rivers, 
and  Bofton, 

lords  of  the  king’s  bedchamber  ; 
Earl  of  Macclesfield, 
captain  of  yeomen  of  the  guard  ; 
choir  of  Windfor; 
prebendaries  ; 
dean  ; 

Lord  J.  Thynne,  a  ding  as  lord 
chamberlain  ; 

Earl  of  Aylesford,  lord 
fteward  of  the  king’s  houfehold  ; 
Verc  Warner,  efq. 
gentleman  uiher  of  his  rnajefty, 
bearing  the  coronet  on 
a  black  cufhion  ; 

THE  BODY 

In  a  coffin  covered  with  crimfon 
velvet  and  a  black  velvet  pall, 
adorned  with  eig-ht  efcutcheons 
of  her  royal  highnefs’s  arms  ; 
the  coffin  carried  by  eight  yeo¬ 
men  of  the  guard  ;  the  pall  fup- 
ported  by  Vifcountefs  Cranley, 
Lady  E.  Thynne,  Countefs  of 
Ely,  and  Lady  G.  Murray  ; 
countefs  of  Chefterfield,  veiled, 
chief  mourner, 

her  train  borne  by  a  baronet’s  wife, 
lady  Halford,  veiled  ; 
counteflfes  of  Macclesfield  and 
Ilchefler,  fupporters  to  the  chief 
mourner,  veiled  ; 


D.  of 
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D.  of  Cambridge,  Pr.  of  Wales, 

D.  of  York,  D.  of  Clarence, 

D.  of  Kent,  D.  of  Cumberland, 
duke  of  Suffex, 
in  long  black  cloaks, 
the  prince’s  train  borhe  by  two  of 
his  gentlemen,  the  dukes’ 
by  one  ; 

marquifes  Abercorn,  Cornwallis, 
Wellefley  ; 

earls  Weftmorland,  Uhefterfield, 
Bathurft,  Camden, 
Liverpool,  Wilton,  Harrowby  ; 
biflaop  of  Salifbury, 
chancellor  of  the  Garter  ; 
lords  Walfingham,  Mulgrave,  and 
Eldon  ; 

right  honourable  Spencer  Perceval, 
C.  Yorke,  R.  Rider, 

R.  Dundas,  and  fir  D.  Dundas; 
lieutenant-general  Calvert, 
count  Munfter, 
major  Price,  colonel  Taylor, 
ladies  attendants  on  the  queen  and 
princefles,  viz. 
lady  Albinia  Cumberland, 
mlfs  Goldfworthy,  Mrs.  Williams, 
honourable  Mrs.  Fielding, 
honourable  Mrs.  Egerton,  honour¬ 
able  mifs  Townfnend, 
madame  and  mademoifdie 
BeckendorfF ; 

Mrs.  Adams, 

mifs  Kn  ght,  mifs  Montmollin, 
mifs  Planta,  mifs  Galkin, 
mifs  Byerley, 

Mrs.  Davenport,  Mrs.  Robinfon, 
the  queen’s  and  princefs’s 
dreflers. 

Upon  entering  the  choir,  the 
body  was  placed  on  treflels,  the 
head  towards  the  altar  ;  the  coro¬ 
net  and  culhion  on  the  coffin.  The 
chief  mourner  fat  at  the  head  of 
the  corpfe;  her  fupporters  on  either 
fide  ;  and  the  lupporters  of  the  pall 
in  their  places  near  the  body. — 
During  the  fervicg,  which  was  read 


by  the  honourable  and  very  rev. 
the  dean  of  Windfor,  the  prince  of 
Wales  and  his  royal  brothers,  as 
well  as  the  knights  of  the  Garter 
prefent,  occupied  their  refpedliv.e 
flails.  The  nobility,  privy  coun. 
Tellers,  and  officers  of  the  houfe- 
hold,  as  well  as  others  who  had 
followed  the  body,  were  placed  in 
the  vacant  and  intermediate  flails. 
The  ladies  attendants  were  in  the 
feats  below  the  flails  on  the  north 
fide  neareft  the  altar  ;  the  grooms 
ol  the  bedchamber,  phyficians,  rec¬ 
tor  and  curate  of  Windfor,  fur- 
geon,  apothecary,  and  folicitor  of 
her  late  royal  highnefs,  in  the  feat 
below  the  flails  on  the  fouth  fide, 
neareft  the  altar ;  the  equerries, 
and  the  queen’s  and  princefs’s  other 
attendants,  in  the  front  feats  on 
either  fide ;  the  pages  were  ar¬ 
ranged  below  the  altar.  The  part 
of  the  fervice  before  the  interment, 
and  the  anthem  being  performed, 
the  proeeffion  moved  out  of  the 
choir  in  the  order  in  which  it  had 
entered,  and  proceeded  up  the 
north  aifle  of  the  choir,  flanked 
by  the  royal  horfe  guards  blue, 
to  the  place  of  burial  behind  the 
altar. — The  body  being  depofited 
in  the  vault,  and  the  fervice  con¬ 
cluded,  fir  Ifaac  Heard,  garter, 
after  a  fhort  paufe,  pronounced, 
near  the  grave,  the  ftyle  of  her  late 
royal  highnefs,  as  follows  : 

(t  Thus  it  hath  pleafed  Almighty 
God  to  take  out  of  this  tranfitory 
life  unto  his  divine  mercy,  the  late 
moft  illuftrious  princefs  Amelia, 
fixth  and  younger  daughter  of  his 
moft  excellent  majefty  George  the 
Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  king,  defender  of  the 
faith  ;  whom  God  blefs  and  pre- 
fc-rve  with  long  life,  health,  and 
[ B  h  3  ]  honour. 
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honour,  and  all  wordly  happi- 
nefs  !” 

After  which,  the  royal  princes, 
the  nobility,  and  others,  who  had 
compofed  the  proceffion,  returned, 
having  witneffed  that  every  part  of 
this  mournful  and  afflicding  cere¬ 
mony  had  been  conduced  with 
great  regularity,  decorum,  and  fo¬ 
ie  mnity. 

The  (hops  and  houfes  in  Wind, 
for  and  Eton  were  fhut  up,  from 
jefpedl  to  the  memory  of  the 
princefs,  during  the  whole  of  the 
day  on  which  the  funeral  took 
place ;  and  fcarce  an  individual 
was  to  be  feen  in  the  ftreets  who 
was  not  attired  in  mourning. 

The  following  is  the  infcription 
(iffued  from  the  herald’s  office,) 
engraved  upon  the  plate  of  the 
coffin  ; 

S(  Depodtum 

lllustriffimas  Principiffie  Amelia, 
Filiae  sextas  et  natu  minima^ 
Augustiffimi  et  Potentiffimi 
Georgii  Tertii, 

l)ei  gratia  Britanniarum  Regis, 
Fidei  Defenforis,  &c. 

Obiit  Ilda  die  Novembris, 
Anno  Domini  MDCCCX. 
aEtatis  fuae  XXVII.’? 

3  ^  *  A  few  days  ago 

A  *  a  track  boat,  from  Paifley  to 
Johnfton,  was  launched,  and  daily 
fince  it  has  been  filled  with  parties 
of  pleafure.  The  following  ex¬ 
tract  of  a  letter  from  the  fpot  con¬ 
tains  the  particulars  of  a  melan¬ 
choly  accident.  (( To-day  is  a  fair 
with  us,  and  every  lad  and  lafs 
who  could  mufter  eight-pence  mud 
.have  a  fail.  About  an  hour  ago 
the  boat  landed  at  the  bafin,  oppo¬ 
site  Mr.  Barclay's,  witli  nearly 
iqo  on  board  (for  fhe  is  60  feet  in 
length,)  and  as  many  were  on  the 


beach  anxious  to  replace  them  ; 
and  who,  in  fpite  of  all  remon- 
drances,  preffed  in  before  fhe  was 
cleared  of  the  former  load  ;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  die  upfet,  and 
plunged  the  whole,  men,  women, 
and  children,  into  the  bafin,  which 
is  feven  or  eight  feet  deep  of  water. 
The  fcene  to  thofe  who  faw  it  was 
awful.  Numbers,  no  doubt,  were 
taken  up  ;  but  numbers,  too,  pe- 
rifhed.  A  gentleman  prefen t  tar¬ 
ried  till  he  faw  forty,  all  corpfes  to 
appearance  ;  and  it  is  faid  that  5  1  in 
all  have  been  dragged  out,  few  of 
whom,  it  is  dreaded,  will  recover. 
The  furgeons  are  doing  what  they 
can,  and  every  apartment  in  Mr. 
Barclay’s  houfe  contains  fome  un¬ 
happy  viflim.  The  neighbouring 
houfes  have  been  thrown  open  ; 
and  every  one  wears  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  difmay,  afraid  to  enquire, 
led  fome  relative  may  have  pe- 
rifhed.  A  lady,  who  was  of  the 
three  cabin  paffengers  (all  of  whom 
efcaped  mod  narrowly,)  deferibes 
the  fatal  bufmefs  as  refulting  en¬ 
tirely  from  the  temerity  of  the 
crowd  who  preffed  on  board.  The 
number  who  lod  their  lives  is  84, 
viz.  52  males  and  32  females.” 

On  Friday,  Nov.  23,  , 

about  half  pad  1  o’clock  in  2  A'1* 
the  afternoon,  we  heard  at  LaSource, 
a  very  loud  detonation,  repeated  fe- 
veral  times  by  echoes,  refembling 
that  of  a  powder  magazine  blowing 
up,  or  the  explodon  of  very  large 
cannon.  It  was  heard  at  Orleans, 
and  Ferte  Lowendahl.  The  caufe 
was  found^to  be  the  falling  of  dones 
in  the  commune  of  Cljarfonville, 
in  the  canton  of  Meung.  A  me¬ 
moir  on  the  fuhjecl  was  read  in  a 
public  fitting  of  the  fociety  of  fci~ 
cnccs  at  Oilcans.  Nov.  2£  by 
the  preddent  M,  Pellier,  phyfician 

at 
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at  Baugency,  who  had  obtained 
e x ad  information,  A  globe  of 
id  re  was  feen  in  the  commune  of 
Charfonville,  which  built,  difFufing 
a  lively  bright nefs  :  with  a  tre» 
mendous  noife,  it  dtfcharged  three 
heavy  Hones,  accompanied  with 
fmoke,  and  projected  with  fo  great  a 
force  that  they  entered  about  7  feet 
into  the  ground. :  one  of  them  fell 
very  clofe  to  a  cart  driver,  and  his 
mailer  who  were  walking  together, 
and  who  were  greatly  terrified. 

The  two  other  Hones  fell  one  at 
Vilette,  and  the  other  at  Moulin- 
Brule,  both  in  the  fame  commune  : 
all  the  three  fell  within  half  a 
quarter  of  a  league  of  each  other ; 
the  weight  of  one  was  twenty 
pounds  ;  the  greated  it  is  faid, 
weighed  forty  pounds  ;  the  weight 
of  the  third  was  not  afeertained. 
The  outfide  is  furrounded  with  a 
cruH  of  a  blackifli  grey  colour  : 
the  interior  is  fomewhat  lefs  dark. 
It  is  fo  hard  as  to  fcratch  glafs  ; 
it  is  very  compact ;  and  appears 
to  contain  globules  of  iron,  la'ger, 
more  brilliant,  and  more  numerous, 
than  a  Hone  which  fell  at  Lgigle. 
It  is  rou-ndifh  externally,  and  of  an 
irregular,  but  fomewhat  fphcrical 
form. 

Lyons ,  Nov.  27. — Qn  the  5 th 
day  of  this  month,  at  5  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  1 3  workmen  in  the 
mine  of  la  Grand  Croix,  near  St. 
Paul  en  [arret,  were  the  victims 
of  a  terrible  explofion  which  took 
place  the  moment  that  lights  were 
kindled.  One  only  of  the  fufferers 
was  reflored  to  life.  An  hour 
later  above  80  fathers  of  families 
would  have  been  involved  in  tins 
calamity  ;  the  time  for  beginning 
labour  for  the  day  was  not  come. 

This  extremely  productive  mine 
is  now  become  a  volcano;  all  the 
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openings  into  it  have  been  clofely 
filled,  and  attempts  are  making  at 
an  enormous  expenfe,  to  drown  the 
flames.  On  the  moH  favourable 
eHimate,  there  is  no  expectation  of 
deriving  any  benefit  from  this 
mine  for  fix  months  to  come,  per¬ 
haps  for  a  much  longer  period. 

A  Hoax. — This  very  ma-  t  g  ^ 
lignant  fpecies  of  wit  was 
moH  fuccefsfully  praCtifed  at  the 
houfeof  Mrs. Ik  a  lady  of  fortune,  at 
No.  54,  Berners  Street,  which  was 
befet  by  dozens  of  trades-people  at 
one  time,  with  their  various  com¬ 
modities,  and  from  the  confufion 
altogether  fuch  crowds  had  col¬ 
lected  as  to  render  the  ffreet  im- 
pafifable.  Waggons  laden  with 
coals  from  the  Paddington  wharfs, 
upholHerers’  goods  in  cart-loads, 
organs,  pianofortes,  linen,  jewel¬ 
lery,  and  every  other  defeription 
of  furniture,  was  lodged  as  near  as 
poffible  to  the  door  of  No.  54, 
with  anxious  trades-people  and  a 
laughing  mob.  About  this  time 
the  lord  mayor  arrived  in  his  car¬ 
riage,  but  his  lordfhip’s  Hay  was 
fhort,  and  he  was  driven  to  Marl¬ 
borough  Street  police  office.  Ac 
the  office  his  lordfhip  informed  the 
fitting  magifirate  that  lie  had 
received  a  note,  purporting  to 
come  from  Mrs.  T.  which  Hated 
that  Hie  had  been  fummoned  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  him,  but  that  Hie  was 
confined  to  her  room  by  ficknefs, 
and  requefted  his  lordfhip  would 
do  her  the  favour  to  call  on  her, 
Berners  Street  was  at  this  time  in 
the  greateHi  confufion,  by  the  mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  trades-people,  who  were 
returning  with  their  goods,  and 
fpeCtators  laughing  at  them.  The 
officers  belonging  to  Marlborough 
Street  office,  were  immediately  or¬ 
dered  out  to  keep  order,  but  it  was 
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impoflible  for  a  fhort  time.  The 
firft  thing  witneffed  by  the  officers 
was  fix  ftout  men  bearing  an  organ, 
furrounded  by  wine  porters  with 
permits,  barbers  with  wigs,  man- 
tua-makers  with  band-boxes,  opti¬ 
cians  with  their  various  articles  of 
trade  ;  and  fuch  was  the  preffure 
of  tradesmen  who  had  been  duped 
that  at  4  o’clock  all  was  fill  in 
cqnfufion.  Every  officer  that  could 
be  muftered  was  enlifted  to  difperfe 
the  people,  and  they  were  placed  at 
the  corners  of  Berners  Street,  to 
prevent  trades-people  from  advance 
ing  towards  the  houfe  with  goods. 
The  ftreet  was  not  cleared  at  a 
late  hour,  as  fervants  of  every  de¬ 
nomination,  wanting  places,  began 
to  affiembleat  5  o’clock.  It  turned 
out  that  letters  had  been  written  to 
the  different  trades-people,  which 
v  Hated  recommendations  from  per- 
fons  of  quality.  This  hoax  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  far  that  in  Bedford 
Street,  a  few  months  fi nee  ;  for  be- 
iides  a  coffin,  which  was  brought 
to  Mrs.  TBs  houfe,  made  to  mea- 
fure,  agreeable  to  letter,  5'  feet  6 
by  16,  there  were  accoucheurs, 
tooth-drawers,  miniature-painters, 
and  artifts  of  every  defeription. 

1  Inundation . — About  one 

*  o’clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  29th.  ult.  the  Driggle  refer  voir, 
at  the  top  of  Stanedge,  in  Marfden, 
about  nine  miles  weft  of  Hudderf- 
field,  burft ,  and  the  water  flowed 
in  an  eafterly  direction,  inundating 
the  whole  of  the  adjoining  valley. 
This  refervoir,  formed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fupplying  the  Huddersfield 
canal,  covered  about  28  acres  of 
land  ;  anc^fuch  was  the  deftrudtive 
impetuofity  of  the  flood,  that  it 
fwept  away  a  cottage,  occupied  by 
James  Schol  field,  ltanding  on  the 
declivity  of  the  hill,  and  his  wife 


and  four  children  perifhed  in  the 
flood.  Rufhing  forward  in  its  fatal 
courfe,  the  water  advanced  to  the 
mill  of  Meffrs.  Horsfall,  and  fo 
completely  inundated  the  houfe  of 
the  miller,  that  himfeif  and  his 
wife  were  floated  out  of  their  bed  ; 
he  feized  the  ffone-work  in  the 
window,  and  for  feme  time  held 
his  wife  in  his  embrace,  but  fhe  was 
at  length  forced  from  him,  and  her 
liffilefs  body  was  taken  up  the  next 
morning  at  a  place  called  the  Pad- 
dock,  two  miles  from  Huddersfield  ; 
the  hufhand,  however,  kept  his 
hold  of  the  window  till  the  water 
fubfided,  and  by  that  means  pre¬ 
ferred  his  life.  Befides  thefe  fatal 
accidents,  in  which  fix  lives  were 
loft,  many  others  of  lefs  confequence 
occurred  :  the  foil,  from  the  top  to 
the  bottom  of  the  hill,  and  extend¬ 
ing  a conftderable  diftanee  along  the 
valley,  is  completely  w allied  away:, 
and  the  fur  face  exhibits  all  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  bed  of  a  river. 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
rapidity  and  force  of  this  immenfe 
body  of  water,  when  it  is  ftated 
that  a  ftone,  of  an  oblong  form, 
weighing  fifteen  tons,  was  carried 
from  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  and 
lodged  in  the  mill-race  of  Meffrs. 
Horsfall,  a  diftanee  of  two  miles. 

A  Mrs.  Richardfon,  along  ^  ^ 

with  a  failor  named  Garrick,  :>G  1 
in  an  open  boat,  fet  off  on  her  re¬ 
turn  from  felling  goods  on  board 
the  Woodlark  floop  of  war,  in 
Grimlby  road,  on  Thurfday  the 
30th  ult.  about  fix  o’clock  in  the 
evening  ;  but  through  the  incapa¬ 
bility  of  the  fellow  in  managing 
the  boat,  and  his  miftaking  the 
Spurn  lights  for  the  lights  of 
Grimfby,  they  drifted  out  of  the 
Humber,  and  after  that,  about  j  5 
leagues  to  fea  !  in  this  fituation, 
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out  of  fight  of  land  or  vefiel  of  an y 
fort,  the  boat  very  leaky,  and 
Mrs.  R.  nearly  per  idling  with  fa¬ 
tigue,  wet,  and  cold,  as  the  boat 
required  an  inceffant  baleing,  they 
continued  until  Friday  afternoon. 
At  that  time,  to  their  extreme  joy, 
the  malls  of  a  vefiel  appeared  in 
fight,  at  a  great  difiance;  fhe  ap¬ 
proached,  however,  very  fall,  but 
no  fooner  got  in  fight  of  the  boat, 
than  mfitaking  her  for  an  enemy’s 
gun-boat,  fire  made  off  again.  The 
fituation  of  Mrs.  Richardfon  and 
her  companion  was  now  dreadful 
indeed  ;  night  was  coming  on,  all 
hopes  of  being  picked  up  had  va- 
nifiied,  their  boat  in  a  finking  Hate, 
it  feemed  impoffible  they  could 
weather  another  twelve  hours.  The 
failor  having  a  handkerchief  in  his 
pocket,  tied  it  to  the  maft-head  of 
the  boat,  which  the  yefiel  that  was 
fiiee ring  off  no  fooner  faw,  than  file 
returned,  and  picked  them  up. 
They  were  landed  at  Bridlington 
on  Wednefday,  laft,  and  arrived 
fafeiy  at  Grimfby,  having  been  ab» 
fent  five  days. 

Died,  at  Kentifii  Town,  in  his, 
ninety. fourth  year,  Charles  Grig- 
nion,  who  fiourifned  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  as  an  hiftorical  engraver,  up¬ 
wards  of  half  a  century.  He  had 
the  good  fortune  to  pafs  a  portion 
of  his  early  youth  at  Paris,  in  the 
fiudy  of  the  celebrated  Le  Bas ; 
and,  though  his  stay  with  that 
artift  was  but  fiiort,  yet  it  was  of 
fufficient  duration  to  enable  him  to 
imbibe  fuch  found  principles  as  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  fiyle  at  once 
energetic  and  elegant.  Having 
commenced  his  career  in  this  fchool, 
he  could  draw  as  well  as  engrave  ; 
and,  as  he  poffeffed  that  rare  talent 
in  his  art,  the  power  of  giving  a 
free  and  faithful  tranflation  of  a 
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pidlure,  the  quality  and  call  of  his 
produdlions  were  bold  and  original. 
His  befl  works  not  only  poffefs,  in 
an  eminent  degree,  whatever  con- 
ftitutes  character  and  exprefiion,  as 
the  print  he  engraved  from  one  of 
Hogarth’s  feries  of  eledion  pic¬ 
tures  abundantly  proves,  but  they 
partake  of  that  happy  careleffnefs 
of  execution,  which  is  as  much  a 
charaderiftic  beauty  in  the  fiyle  of 
painting  or  engraving  as  it  is  in 
that  of  poetry.  As  Mr.  Grignion 
advanced  in  life,  his  pure  old  fa- 
fiiioned  fiyle  was  fuperfeded  by  a 
more  irapofing,  a  more  finifiied,  but 
a  lefs  intelligent  manner.  This  re¬ 
volution  in  engraving  threw  him 
into  obfeurity,  and  reduced  him  to 
poverty  ;  but  a  few  artifts  and 
lovers  of  art,  to  whom  his  virtues 
and  his  talents  were  equally  dear, 
by  a  prompt  and  efficient  fubferip- 
tion,  fmoothed  the  path  of  his  de¬ 
clining  age,  and  enabled  him  to 
dole  his  days  in  the  bofom  of  his 
family,  with  a  contented  and  grate¬ 
ful  mind.  This  venerable  engraver 
refigned  his  life  without  any  pain 
or  ftruggle. 

9.  The  three  oldefi  inhabitants  of 
Carrickfergus,  whofe  united  ages 
make  280,  viz.  John  Connor,  aged 
iot,  Margaret  M‘Gill  99,  Agnes 
Addifon,  80. 

24.  At  Penzance,  aged  100, 
Eiiz.  Honeychurch. 

2£.  At  Ticknall,  Derbyfiiire, 
aged  104,  G.  Wilkinfon. 

29.  At  Butleigh  Wootton,  So- 
merfet,  aged  102,  Ann  Gill. 

At  Frew,  co.  Tyrone,  E.  Raf¬ 
ferty,  aged  105. 

At  Inverharity,  co.  Forfar,  aged 
1 15,  Chriftian  Robertfon. 

At  Richmond,  Yorkfhirej  aged 
102,  W.  Moor. 


At 
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At  Seville,  aged  106,  a  fcrvant 
of  Don  Garcia. 

A  t  Linton,  Cambridgefhire,  aged 
102,  Mrs.  Taylor. 

At  Loft  us,  aged  ioi,  Mrs,  M, 
Teas. 

DECEMBER. 

The  Aurora  bark,  of  Lon¬ 
don,  on  her  paffage  from  Que¬ 
bec  vvirh  a  cargo  of  timber,  bound 
to  Sheernefs  and  Chatham,  encoun¬ 
tered  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind  on 
the  2 2d  of  November,  in  latitude 
51.  15.  N.  long.  Q2,  30.  W.  in 
which  all  her  boats  were  ftove, 
nearly  all  her  provifions,  and  every 
article  on  deck  wafhed  overboard, 
and  her  bowfprit  fprung ;  when 
the  hardlhips  of  her  unfortunate 
crew  commenced,  the  only  article 
of  provifion  left  being  a  little 
bread,  fufficient  only  to  fupply  their 
wants  for  the  fhort  fpace  of  24 
hours,  then  at  the  diflance  of  io'oo 
miles  from  the  Land’s  End  :  but 
on  the  26th  following,  after  endur¬ 
ing  all  the  hardlhips  imaginable  for 
four  days,  during  three  of  which 
they  had  been  without  food,  and 
reduced  to  a  mod  deplorable  date, 
being  aimed  deprived  of  raiment, 
and  their  limbs  frod-bitten,  a  more 
terrible  gale  of  wind  than  that  ex¬ 
perienced  on  the  22d  came  on,  in 
which  ihe  veffel  fell  over  on  her 
broadfide,  which  accident  releafed 
from  the  horrors  of  an  expected  but 
untimely  end  the  id  and  2d  mates, 
two  feamen,  and  two  boys,  who 
were  waflred  overboard,  and  pe- 
rifhed  :  the  remainder  of  the  crew, 
confiding  of  the  captain  and  three 
feamen,  were  obliged,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  life,  to  cling  to  the 

fide  of  the  wreck,  in  which  fiiu<u 
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tion  they  remained  eight  hours. 
During  this  period,  the  main  and 
misen-mads,  foretop-mad,  and 
back-day  went  by  the  board,  foon 
after  which  fhe  again  righted,  but 
was  full  of  water  ;  however,  this 
afforded  another  retreat  for  the  un¬ 
fortunates,  being  then  enabled  to 
get  into  the  fore-top,  where,  after 
fome  hours,  they  fecured  themfelves 
from  the  violence  of  the  fea.  1  he 
decks  of  the  veffel  then  blew  up  ; 
and,  drange  to  tell,  thefe  men  en¬ 
dured  all  the  horrors  of  ftarvation 
for  the  further  fpace  of  feven  days, 
when  on  the  2d  ind.  in  lat.  47.  50. 
N.  long.  23.  30.  W.  the  fhip 
Maida  hove  in  dght,  and  bore 
down  on  the  veffel,  not  perceiving 
at  fird  that  any  of  the  crew  re¬ 
mained  on  board  ;  but  on  nearing 
her  fome  men  were  difeovered  in 
the  fore- top,  and  in  confequence  a 
boat  was  hoided  out  to  bring  them 
off,  who  had  for  eleven  days  been 
kept  alivre  by  fucking  the  ropes, 
which  afforded  them  the  water  ga¬ 
thered  there  during  the  heavy 
rains.  One  of  them  appeared  in  a 
dead  date,  and  the  others  were 
fenfelefs,  and  in  a  mod  horrible 
condition  ;  no  intelligence  as  to 
their  hardfhips  could  be  obtained 
from  them  until  within  three  or 
four  days  previous  to  the  Mania’s 
arrival  at  Plymouth,  when  they 
gave  an  account  almod  incredible 
to  believe,  but  which  was  actually 
the  cafe.  Two  Englifh  merchant- 
brigs  hove  in  fight  at  the  time  the 
crew  were  in  the  raidft  of  their 
fufferings,  to  one  of  which  Captain 
Fleck  held  out  a  red  handkerchief, 
which  remained  dying  fome  hours; 
but  this  only  tended  to  increafe 
their  mifery,  as  no  notice  was  taken 
of  their  ficnal  of  wretchedneb,  and 

o  J  m 

both  veflels  proceeded  on  their 

courfe. 
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courfe.  During  the  gale,  in  which 
part  of  the  crew  were  wafhed  over¬ 
board,  one  of  the  little  boys,  of  re- 
fpe&able  connexions,  clung  to  the 
captain ;  the  latter  could  have 
laved  him  had  he  been  enabled  to 
gain  a  rope,  but  that  was  impoiii- 
ble,  and  they  were  feparated  by  a 
mod  awful  fea.  The  captain  and 
his  feamen  are  extremely  ill,  and 
no  hopes  are  entertained  of  the  re, 
covery  of  one  of  tile  latter;  it  is 
expeiled  that  each  of  them  will  be 
obliged  to  have  a  limb  amputated, 
in  confequence  of  their  bufferings 
by  a  moil  fevere  froft  that  came  on 
during  the  time  they  remained  on 
the  wreck. 

.  Saturday  morning,  about 
3  *  three  o’clock,  an  alarming 

fire  broke  out  in  Lifle-ftreet,  Lei- 
cefter-fquare,  in  the  extenfive  pre¬ 
ludes  occupied  by  Mr.  Simeon,  as 
the  Mexican  coffee-houfe  and  Ame¬ 
rican  hotel.  We  regre£  to  hate, 
that  Mr,  Simeon  and  his  wife  pe- 
rifhed  in  the  flames  ;  and  a  boy 
was  fo  dreadfully  burnt  that  his 
recovery  is  doubtful.  Some  lodgers 
who  were  in  the  houfe,  together 
with  the  waiters  and  female  fervants, 
almoft  without  clothing,  efcaped 
partly  by  the  roof,  and  partly  by 
the  hreet-door,  upon  the  alarm  be¬ 
ing  given  by  the  watchman.  The 
fire  broke  out  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  premifes ;  but  how  it  originated 
is  not  yet  afeertained.  In  lefs  than 
an  hour  after  the  alarm  was  given 
the  whole  premifes  were  deftroyed. 
The  head  waiter,  who  narrowly 
efcaped  with  his  life  from  the  con¬ 
flagration,  on  hearing  that  his 
mafler  and  mi  ft  refs  were  milling, 
rufhed  back  into  the  houfe,  but 
was  met  on  the  flair- cafe  by  fuch 
a  volume  ol  frnoke'aild  flame  that 
he  cbukl  not  died  his  praiseworthy 


objed.  A  fervantboy  who  leaped 
into  the  ftreet  from  3  window!,  is 
much  hurt,  but  not  dangeroufly. 
Mr.  Simeon,  who  unfortunately 
perifhed,  was  an  old  and  faithful 
domeftic  to  the  late  duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  and  attended  his  grace  at  his 
death.  He  afterwards  took  the 
houfe  in  queftion,  which  was  fitted 
up  in  a  fuperior  ftyle  of  elegance 
as  an  hotel  and  coffee-houfe.  The 
unfortunate  couple  were  but  re¬ 
cently  married,  and  had  no  chil¬ 
dren.  From  the  heat  of  the  ruins 
it  was  impoffible  to  make  any 
effectual  fearch  on  Saturday  for  the 
bodies  of  thofe  who  perifhed  in  the 
conflagration,  notwithftanding  the 
fire  was  completely  extinguifhed 
by  the  evening.  The  fire,  we  un¬ 
derhand,  broke  out.  in  Mr.  Si¬ 
meon’s  bed- room,  which  was  at  the 
back  of  the  houfe  on  the  firft  floor* 

There  is  a  very  extraor-  0  . 

1  •  .  •  •  •  S th. 

dinary  man  now  living  in 

Cotiftantinople,  who  is  generally 

known  under  the  name  of  Soli- 

man,  the  cater  of  fublimateF’  He 

is  106  years  of  age,  and  has  leen 

the  following  fucceffion  of  fultans  : 

Achmet  III,  Ofman,  Mahmoud, 

Muftapha III,  Abdul  Mamed,  Selim 

III,  and  the  prefent  fovereign. 

Tins  man,  when  young,  accuftomed 

himfelf,  as  the  Turks  do,  to  fwaU 

low  opium,  but  having  taken  by 

degrees  a  large  quantity,  without 

producing  the  defired  effeH,  he 

adopted  the  ufe  of  fublmiate,  and, 

for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  has 

taken  a  drachm  or  fixty  grains  a 

day.  He  would  fometimes  go  to 

the  (hop  of  a  Turkifh  jew,  and 

call  for  a  drachm  of  fublimate, 

which  he  mixed  in  a  glafs  of  water, 

and  drank  it  up  immediately.  The 

firft  time  the  apothecary  was  very 

much  alarmed,  for  fear  hefhould  be 

charred 
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charged  with  poifoning  the  Turk  ; 
but  he  was  ftruck  with  amazement 
when  he  faw  the  fame  man  again, 
and  on  the  next  day,  who  called 
for  another  dofe.  Lord  Elgin, 
Mr.  Smith,  and  feveral  gentlemen 
now  in  England,  have  met  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  man,  and  have  heard 
him  fay,  that  the  fenfation  he  ex¬ 
perienced  after  having  drank  that 
extremely  aftive  poifon  was  the 
moft  delicious  he  ever  enjoyed. 
Such  is  the  force  of  habit ! 

i  A  melancholy  accident 
^  *  happened  at  Dover.  An 
immenfe  quantity  of  cliff  adjoining 
the  caftle  leading  to  the  Moats 
bulwark  fell  with  a  dreadful  crulh 
into  the  ordnance  timber-yard 
underneath,  in  which  was  fituated 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Poole,  the  foreman 
of  the  carpenters,  which  was  en¬ 
tirely  deftroyed,  and  his  wife,  five 
children,  and  a  niece  buried  in  the 
ruins,  as  were  two  horfes  in  a  liable 
clofe  by.  A  vaft  number  of  fol- 
diers  were  employed  the  whole  day 
in  clearing  the  rubbifh  away,  and 
the  mutilated  remains  of  the  wife 
and  children  were,  after  a  confider- 
able  lapfe  of  time,  found  ;  the  body 
of  the  niece  at  five  o’clock  P.  M., 
had  not  been  difeovered,  and  was 
fuppofed  to  be  buried  at  the  depth 
of  twenty  feet  under  ground.  Mr. 
Poole,  at  the  time  the  cliff  fell,  had 
juft  rifen  to  fee  the  workmen,  and 
had  only  juft  paffed  the  threfhold 
of  his  door,  when  he  was  buried 
breaft  deep,  and  though  he  furvives, 
is  very  much  hruifed.  The  cliff, 
which  was  hitherto  confidered  as 
one  hard  rock,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
cracked  and  given  way  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  late  heavy  rains. 
There  is,  it  is  fuppofed,  upwards 
of  two  thoufand  cart-loads  of  chalk. 
The  hotfes  in  the  liable  were  not 


hurt,  through  a  rafter  of  great 
ftrength  having  fuftained  the  weight 
of  the  chalk. 

A  very  melancholy  acci-  ^ 
dent  happened  in  Swan- 
yard,  near  Drury-lane.  At  the 
head  of  Swan-yard  feveral  houfes 
had  been  pulled  down,  but  the  cor¬ 
ner  houfe  was  left  Handing,  and 
was  occupied  by  families  from  the 
top  to  the  bottom.  A  large  flack 
of  chimneys  belonging  to  this  houfe 
having  loft  its  former  fupport  and 
protection,  and  owing  to  the  high 
winds,  gave  way  on  Friday  night 
about  fix  o’clock,  and  falling  in 
upon  the  roof,  brought  the  whole 
down  through  all  the  floors  fuccef- 
ftvely.  A  man  named  Anderfon, 
and  his  wife,  in  the  third  floor, 
were  carried  down  with  the  ruins, 
and  almoft  literally  crufhed  to 
pieces.  About  half  an  hour  after¬ 
wards  they  were  dug  out  of  the 
ruins,  bqt  without  any  ftgns  of 
life.  Their  fon,  a  boy  about  twelve 
years  of  age,  was  carried  alfo  down 
by  the  ruins,  but  efcaped  nearly 
unhurt.  The  father  and.,  mother 
were  found  in  each  other’s  arm  , 
and  in  a  ftate  completely  mangled  ; 
the  bodies  were  conveyed  to  the 
Apple-tree,  a  public  houfe  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  father  was 
an  old  foldier,  who,  in  the  field  of 
battle,  had  had  many  Rn  hair¬ 
breadth  cfcape.  A  poor  woman, 
who  lived  in  the  cellar,  with  four 
children,  had  juft  gone  out  about 
a  minute  before  the  fatal  accident, 
with  all  her  children,  to  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  fhop  for  a  candle  ;  other- 
wife  they  Riuft  have  been  crufhed 
to  pieces,  as  the  whole  floors  of  the 
houfe  came  down.  It  is  fuppofed 
that  another  man  has  loft  his  life, 
but  the  body  has  not  been  found. 
Very  fortunately  the  different  fa¬ 
milies 
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rallies  in  the  houfe  were  from  home 
at  the  time* 

^  ,  The  inhabitants  of  Do- 
ioth.  .  . 

ver  were  again  greatly- 

alarmed  by  the  unexpe&ed  falling 
of  the  cliff,  which  extends  along  the 
houfes  on  the  north- weft  fide  of 
Snarp-ate-ftreet,  about  one  o’clock 
on  Sunday  morning.  The  quantity 
is  fo  great,  that  it  has  filled  up  the 
whole  fpace  between  the  back  of 
the  ftreet  and  the  cliff.  No  perfon, 
however,  fuftained  any  injury  by 
this  fall.  To  the  fufferers  of  the 
former  accident,  we  have  to  add  a 
child  of  Mrs.  Poole’s  lifter,  dug 
out  of  the  ruins  on  Saturday,  mak¬ 
ing  in  all  feven  perfons.  Mr. 
Poole,  the  only  furvivor  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  is  likely  to  recover,  although 
he  lay  buried  in  the  earth  half  an 
hour  before  he  was  extricated. 
The  quantity  of  land  loft  by  the 
falls  of  the  cliff  between  Dover 
and  Folkeftone,  is  eftimated  at  fix 
acres. 

,  About  a  fortnight  ago, 
'  *  as  the  mail  on  its  way  from 

Prefton  to  Manehefter,  was  chang¬ 
ing  horfes  at  Chorley,  at  1 2  at 
night,  the  frefh  horfes  having  been 
put  to,  the  coachman  went  to  fetch 
fome  ftraw  to  fit  upon,  when  the 
hoifes  fet  off,  in  fight  of  the  coach- 
man,  guard,  and  three  paffengers 
in  a  poft-chaife.  The  horfes  ftea- 
dily  purfued  their  courfe  until  they 
arrived  at  Redbank  Brow,  one 
mile  from  Chorley,  where  they 
flopped,  as  is  ufual,  while  one  of 
the  wheels  is  locked.  Here  a 
countryman  on  the  road  called  out 
to  be  taken  up,  and  thinking  the 
coachman  was  infide,  feated  himfelf 
in  the  guard’s  roftrum,  and  crying 
out  i(  go  on  !”  off  went  the  horfes 
again  dojvn  hill  at  full  fpeed,  never 
flopping  until  they  arrived  at  the 
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Elephant  and  Caftle,  four  miles 
further,  where  the  coach  has  con- 
ftantly  occafion  to  flay  a  fhoft 
time  ;  the  countryman  then  alight¬ 
ed  and  proceeded  to  invite  the 
coachman  to  a  glafs,  when  all  he 
found  infide,  was  the  fourth  pa  {fen  - 
ger,  who  had  been  afleep  all  the 
time.  The  animals  had  pa  (fed  fe- 
veral  carts  and  waggons  on  the 
way. 

Lucian  Buonaparte,  his  t 
family,  and  fuite,  landed  2o1a° 
at  the  Victualling  Office,  Ply¬ 
mouth,  on  Tuefday,  having  been 
brought  from  the  Prefident  frigate 
in  the  admiral’s  cutter,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  King’s  Arms  in  car¬ 
riages,  accompanied  by  Sir  Robert 
Calder  (the  port  admiral),  General 
England,  Lord  Borringdon,  and  fe- 
veral  other  military  and  naval  of¬ 
ficers.  Lucian  appears  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  about  five  feet  feven 
inches  high,  of  a  fallow  complex¬ 
ion,  and  thin  vifage.  Madame 
Buonaparte  is  a  flout  handfome  wo¬ 
man.  The  children  confift  of  five 
daughters  and  two  fons  ;  the  eldeft 
is  about  feventeen  years  and  very 
handfome,  fo  are  her  fillers ;  the 
boys  are  very  young,  the  eldeft  not 
being  more  than  eleven  years  of 
age. 

The  baggage  of  Lucian  Buona- 
part,  and  his  attendants  is  flated 
to  weigh  33  tons.  There  was  a 
perfect  fquabble  among  the  inn¬ 
keepers  of  Plymouth  and  Dock,  to 
know  which  of  them  fhould  have 
the  honour  of  lodging  thefe  perfons 
under  his  roof.  Lucian  ftudioufly 
avoids  all  pomp  and  oftentation. 
His  eldeft  fon  a  fine  youth  of  eleven 
years  of  age,  was  on  Tuefday  ta¬ 
ken  through  the  dock-yard,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Captain  Warren,  who 
brought  them  to  England. 
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,  Sacrilege  and  Robbery • 

"  'T  On  Saturday  night,  or  early- 
on  Sunday  morning,  St.  Paul’s  Ca. 
thedral  was  robbed  of  the  whole 
of  the  church  fervice  of  plate,  of 
confiderahle  value.  The  difficul¬ 
ties  and  ingenuity  required  to  get 
at  the  property,  prove  the  depre¬ 
dators  to  have  been  complete  maf- 
ters  of  their  profeffion.  The  plate 
carried  off  confifls  of  the  following: 

•  O 

articles,  all  filver  gilt: 

One  large  embofied  chafed  wai¬ 
ter,  with  the  emblems  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  weight  128  ounces. 

The  covets  of  a  large  folio  Bi¬ 
ble,  richly  chafed,  iiooz. 

Ditto  of  a  prayer  book,  too  oz. 

One  large  plain  falver,  with  an 
angel’s  head  engraved  in  the  cen¬ 
tre,  108  oz. 

One fmaller  falver,  engraved  with 
a  glory,  67  oz. 

Two  rich  chafed  waiters,  with 
very  fine  alto-relievo  figures,  oc- 
cafionally  to  ufe  in  the  centre, 
153  oz. 

Two  very  large  chafed  altar  can- 
dlefticks,  330  oz. 

Two  fmaller  candleilicks,  200 
oz. 

Two  very  large  rich  chafed  fla¬ 
gons,  260  oz. 

Two  fmaller  flagons,  130  oz. 

'Two  chafed  chalices,  with  fex- 
agon  feet,  and  two  falvers  for  the 
covers,  1 1 2  oz. 

Two  fmall  falvers  richly  chafed, 
31  oz. 

And  one  pierced  fpoon. 

Several  of  thefe  articles  were 
ufed  on  the  21ft  inft.  at  a  private 
ordination  by  the  Bifhop  of  Lin¬ 
coln  ;  and  after  they  were  done 
with  they  were  locked  up  in  the 
plate-room,  immediately  over  the 
veflry,  in  iron  ehefls,  which  had 
on  them  padlocks  as  well  as  other 
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locks.  There  are  two  doors  to  the 
room,  an  inner  and  outer  one  ;  the 
former  was  entirely  iron,  the  other 
plated,  and  of  uncommon  ffrength. 
To  thefe  principal  doors  there  are 
feveral  paffages  leading,  ail  of 
which  have  doors  always  locked, 
through  which  perfons  muff  pafs 
before  they  reach  the  plate-room  ; 
and  it  is  only  known  to  a  few  per¬ 
fons  to  what  apartment  they  lead. 
Ail  thefe  doors  remained  locked, 
and  it  was  not  until  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  when  the  plate  was  wanted  for 
the  church  fervice,  that  the  robbery 
was  difcovered.  The  perfon  who 
had  the  plate  under  his  care  open¬ 
ed  the  paffage  doors  with  the  keys 
belonging  to  them,  but  the  lock  of 
the  main  door  he  could  not  open 
until  he  had  procured  the  mailer, 
key.  He  there  found  the  ehefls 
containing  the  plate  had  been 
broken  open  with  an  iron  crow,  or 
fome  fuch  inftrument,  after  having 
opened  the  padlock  in  the  ufual  way. 
Notice  was  immediately  given 
to  the  magiflrates  at  Bow-ftreet, 
and  Mr.  Read  the  magiftrate,  and 
Mr.  Stafford  the  clerk,  went  and 
infpefled  the  apartments,  &c.  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  moft  vigilant 
means  are  ufing;  to  detedl  the  vil- 
lains  guilty  of  this  facrilege. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  police 
officers,  that  the  robbery  of  the 
above  cathedral  is  what  is  called,  in 
the  flang  language,  a  'put-up  robbery , 
or  that  the  quantity  and  value  of 
the  plate,  the  place  where  it  was 
kept,  and  the  way  to  get  at  it,  were 
all  previoufly  well-known,  and  the 
crime  committed  by  perfons  per- 
fedly  acquainted  with  the  place. 
The  weight  has  been  erroneoufly 
dated  at  700  ounces,  whereas  it  was 
1760  ounces.  It  had  very  lately 
been  new  double  gilt,  which  gave 
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if  the  appearance  of  gold.  The 
robbers  mult  have  pa  fled  nine 
doors  or  gates  before  they  could 
get  at  the  property.  The  raafter- 
key  was  kept  in  a  clofet  where  one 
of  the  vergers  ufually  placed  his 
filver  thili  ;  but  that  was  not  ftolen, 
although  it  is  hippohd  the  key  was 
ufed  to  effect  the  robbery,  it  is 
thought  by  fome  that  the  locks 
might  have  eafily  been  picked  with 
fkeleton  keys.  An  attempt  to  fteal 
the  piate  from  the  above  cathedral 
was  made  twenty-feven  years  fmce. 
The  robbers  then  got  as  far  as  a 
clofet  where  the  keys  were  kept ; 
but  whether  they  were  prevented 
from  proceeding  by  being  alarmed, 
or  by  their  light  going  out,  was 
never  afcertained. 

It  appears,  upon  further  inquiry, 
that  there  was  a  mafter-key  to  all 
the  doors  leading  to  the  room 
wherein  the  plate  was  depolited  ; 
and  that  it  was  not  unufuaifor  that 
key  to  be  publicly  Ihown  to  any 
perfon  who  might  exprefs  a  wifh 
to  fee  or  examine  it.  The  officers 
of  police  have  no  doubt  but  that 
by  means  of  taking  an  impreffion 
of  the  key  in  wax  the  robbers 
gained  accefs  thereto. 

Died.  At  Gioucefter,  Mr. 
John  Ruffell,  late  keeper  of  the 
prifon  in  that  city  ;  a  man  who  was 
remarkable  tor  his  kindnefs  and  hu¬ 
manity  to  thofe  unfortunate  perfons 
who  were  committed  to  his  care, 
ft  is  a  fadt  not  generally  known, 
that  no  adequate  pro vi lion  is  made 
lor  the  fupport  of  thefe  perfons, 
who,  were  it  not  for  the  contribu¬ 
tions  of  the  charitable  and  humane, 
mull  often  experience  the  molt  fe- 
vere  privations.  To  the  credit  of 
Mr.  Ruffell,  it  ought  to  be  known, 
that  he  appropriated  more  than  half 
his  falaiy  to  this  benevolent  pur- 
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pofe  :  and  to  the  humanity  of  the 
keeper,  and  liberal  contributions 
of  a  benevolent  lady,  thefe  poor 
creatures  were  often  indebted  for  a 
comfortable  meal. 

iff.  At  Newcaffle,  aged  hi, 
Thom  aim  Robin  fan,  when  up¬ 
wards  of  ioo  the  broke  her  thigh 
and  recovered  perfedlly. 

30th.  At  Tenby,  aged  108, 
Mrs.  Jane  Be  van. 

At  Bop-bain,  near  Invernefs,  aped 
104,  Alexander  Macrae. 


BIRTHS  in  the  Year  1810. 

Jan  10.  Lady  Offulffon  of  a  fon 
and  heir. 

1 1.  The  lady  of  Sir  William 
Chambers  Bapfhaw  of  a 
daughter. 

28.  The  lady  of  Sir  James 

Duberly  of  a  fon. 

29.  Lady  Gardner  of  a  fon 

and  heir. 

Feb.  5.  The  Countefs  of  Cion- 
mell  of  a  daughter. 

10.  Lady  Darley  of  a  fon. 

24.  The  lady  of  Sir  G.  Skip- 
with,  of  a  daughter, 
March  3.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Donne 
of  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  Sir.  H.  V. 
Darell,  bart.  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

9.  Countefs  of  Donegal  of  a 
daughter. 

19.  The  Countefs  Talbot  of 
a  fon. 

21.  Lady  Roinilly  of  a  fon. 
29.  Hon.  Mrs.  E.  S.  Stewart 
Erlkine  of  a  fon. 

Lady  Bantry  of  a  fon. 
April  1.  Lady  Hawkins  of  a  fon. 
3.  Lady  ICinnaird  of  a  fon. 
5.  The  lady  of  Sir  J.  Wrot- 
telley,  bart.  of  a  fon. 

April  1  r . 
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y  Grantham  of  a  fon. 
The  Countefs  of  Banbury 
of  a  fon. 

Lady  Macdonnel  Lock¬ 
hart,  of  a  daughter. 
Countefs  Louden  and 
Moira  of  a  daughter. 
Vifcountefs  Grimfton  of 
a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  the  Hon.  CoL 
H.  A.  Dillon,  of  a  fon. 
Countefs  of  Caifleftevvart 
of  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  the  Hon.  & 
Rev.  Hugh  Percy  of  a 
daughter. 

Vicountefs  Glentworthof 
a  daughter. 

Lady  Milton,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Fielding 
of  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
M.  Stanley  of  a  fon. 
The  Princefs  of 
of  a  daughter. 

The  Marchionefs  of  Win- 
chefter  of  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  Lord  Vif- 
count  Tumour  of  a  fon 
and  heir. 

Lady  Kenfington  of  a  fon. 
Vifcountefs  Duncan  of  a 
daughter. 

The  lady  of  Rear  Admiral 
Lechmere  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  Sandys  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Vaughan  of  a 
daughter. 

Lady  Anne  Afhley  Coo¬ 
per  of  a  fon. 

Her  Grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Bedford  of  a  daughter. 
Countefs  Jerfey  of  a  fon. 

Lady  Harriet  Mitchell 
of  a  daughter. 


Orange 


June  24.  Lady  Caroline  Barham 
of  a  fon. 

July  10.  The  lady  of  Sir  J.  C. 
Hony  wood  of  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  Bagot  of  a  fon. 

21.  The  Queen  of  Bavaria  of 

a  daughter. 

28.  Hon.  Mrs*  Erfkine  of  a 

fon. 

Aug.  1.  The  lady  of  the  Hon.  E. 

J.  Tumour  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

4.  Lady  Rous,  of  a  fon. 

8.  Lady  Frances  B.  Riddell 
of  a  fon. 

Lady  Duff,  of  a  daughter. 
11.  Lady  Frances  Ley  of  a 
daughter. 

14.  The  Countefs  Dalhoufie 
of  a  daughter. 

18.  Lady  Ifabella  de  Chabot 
of  a  fon. 

Lady  Duckworth  of  a 
daughter. 

24.  The  lady  of  Sir  Ofwald 
Mofely,  bart.  M.P.  of 
a  daughter. 

Sept.  2.  Duchefs  of  Orleans,  of  a 
daughter. 

3.  Lady  Mary  Anne  Gage 
of  a  fon. 

13.  Lady  Anne  Beresford  of 

a  daughter. 

13.  The  Countefs  of  Pem¬ 

broke  of  a  fon. 

22.  Lady  Charlotte  Gould  of 

a  fon. 

061:.  13.  Vifcountefs  Primrofe  of  a 
fon. 

14.  Vifcountefs  Templetown 

of  a  fon. 

29.  Lady  Louth  of  a  fon. 
Lady  Levifon  Gower  of 

a  daughter. 

Nov.  3.  Vifcountefs  Hereford  of 
a  fon. 

6.  Countefs  Covvper  of  a  fon. 

Nov.  10. 
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Nov.  10.  Lady  Hofkins  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

25.  The  Countefs  of  Lindfay 
of  a  daughter. 

The  Countefs  of  Aber¬ 
deen  of  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  Sir  William 
Geary,  bart.  of  a  fon. 
Dec.  15.  Countefs  of  Craven,  of 
a  fon. 

28.  Lady  William  Beauclerk 

of  a  daughter. 

O 

29.  Buchefs  of  Rutland  of  a 

daughter. 

Lady  Gardner  of  a 
daughter. 

Countefs  Grey  of  a  fon. 
Lady  Baring  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 


MARRIAGES  for  the  Year  1810, 

Jan.  15.  Sir  William  Geary,  to 

•  Mrs.  Dering. 

20.  Captain  Spicer,  to  the 
only  daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  George  Prefcott, 
bart. 

29.  W.  W.  Whitmore,  efq. 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs  Bridg¬ 
man,  only  daughter  of 
Lord  Bradford. 

Feb.  5.  William  Gordon,  efq. 

M.P.  to  the  youngeft: 
daughter  of  Sir  George 
Cornewali,  bart. 

12.  Walter  Long,  efq.  to 
Lady  Carnegie,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Northefk. 

March  5,  Right  Hon.  Charles  Ve- 
reker,  M.P.  to  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  j.  Pallifer, 
efq. 

April  2.  Hon.  Jofhua  Vanneck, 
to  Mifs  Arc.edeckne. 

4,  Hon.  George  Cadogan, 
Vol.  Ul.or  Vol.  X.  New  Se 


to  Honoria  Louifa, 
youngeft  daughter  of 
the  late  Jofeph  Blake, 
efq. 

Apr.  10.  Rev.  E.  S.  Thurlow,  ne¬ 
phew  of  the  late  Lord 
Thurlow,  to  Mifs  Love. 

24.  P.  T.  Robertfon,  efq.  to 

Mary,  fixth  daughter 
of  Vice-admiral  Sir  W. 
Parker,  bart. 

25.  Sir.  Rob.  Graham,  bart. 

to  Elizabeth,  only 
daughter  of  John 
Young,  efq. 

26.  Marquis  of  Douglas,  to 

Mifs  Sarah  Euphemia 
Beckford. 

Robert  Latouche,  efq.  to 
Lady  Emily  French. 
May  8.  Lord  Bolton,  to  the  Hon. 

Maria  Carletcn,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  late 
Lord  Dorchefter. 

19.  Lord  Francis  Murray,  to 
Lady  A.  M.  Percy. 

21.  Marquifs  of  Ely,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Dafhwood. 
24.  Sir  William  Gglander, 
bart.  to  Lady  Mary 
Fitzroy,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  prefent  Duke 
of  Graft  on. 

Lieut.  Col.  Murray,  to 
Lady  Charlotte  Sin¬ 
clair. 

July  3.  Hon.  Sam.  Llood,  to 
Lady  Charlotte  Nelfon, 
daughter  of  Earl  Mel- 
fon. 

1 2.  Baron  de  Steiger,  to  Mifs 
de  Taftet. 

W.  G.  Bagot,  efq.  to  the 
eldeft  daughter  ot  the 
late  Sir  Duke  Giffard. 
19.  Hon.  C.  C.  C.  Jenkinfon, 
to  Mifs  Julia  Shuck- 
burg  Evelyn. 
iues.  [C  c] 
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July  19.  The  Earl  of  Guildford, 
to  Mifs  Maria  Boycott. 

24.  Lord  Brownlow,  to  the 
eldeft  daughter  of  Sir 
Ab.  Hume,  bart. 

Aug.  6.  M.  Hen.  Perceval,  efq. 

to  the  eldeft  daughter 
of  Sir  Charles  Flower, 
barf. 

19.  Hon.  P.  S.  Pierrepoint, 
to  the  widow  of  the  late 


P.  Edwards,  efq. 

27.  VifcQunt  Falmouth,  to 
Anne,  eldeft  daughter  of 
Henry  Barker,  efq. 

Sept.  4.  G.  S.  Day,  efq.  to  the 
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Plon.  Catherine  Lifter. 

Baron  Stey  nberg,  to  Lady 
Newborough. 

Sir  Denzil  Cope,  to  Mifs 
F  rancis. 

Hon.GeorgeLyfaught,  to 
Elizabeth, eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sam.  Knight,  efq. 
of  Milton,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  James  Worftey,  to 
Sophia,  fecond  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Pinhorn. 

Hon.  Mifs  French,  and 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Rofe 
French ;  the  elder  to 
Edward  J.Bey  ragh,  efq. 
and  the  younger  to  Fran¬ 
cis  Biake  Porter  Efq. 

Sir  Thomas  Trowbridge, 
bart.  to  Mifs  Cochrane. 

C.  Coote,  efq.  to  Caroline 
Lucy,  fecond  daughter 
of  Lord  Douglas. 

Captain  Scott,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Douglafs. 

Hon.  R.  Leefon,  to  Mifs 
Neve. 


30.  Rev.  J.  Haggit,  to  the 
eldeft  daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  Id.  Peyton. 

Nov.  1.  Sir  T.  E.  YVinnington, 
to  Mifs  Taylor. 


Nov.  10.  Sir  B.  R.  Graham,  to 
Mifs  Clark. 

11.  Sir.  G.  F,  Leicefter,  bart. 
to  Mifs  Cotton. 

Duke  of  Argyle  to  Lady 
Paget. 

Dec.  3.  Sir  Rich.  Levinge,  to  the 
Hon.  E.  A.  Parkyns, 
daughter  of  the  late 
Lord  RanclifFe. 

3.  Charles  Lemon,  efq. 
M.P.  to  LadyCharlotte 
Strangeways. 

8.  James  Wedderburn  Web- 
fter,  efq.  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Frances  Ca¬ 
roline  Annelly. 

20.  The  Hon.  Gerrard  Van- 
neck,  to  Mifs  Lovelace. 

27.  Nathaniel  Mickle- 
thwait,  efq.  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Rous. 

30.  Sir  Charles  Farnaby, 
bart.  to  Eliza,  youngeft 
daughter  of  the  late  T. 
Moreland,  efq. 


PROMOTIONS  in  the  year  1810. 

War-office,  Jan .  2.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  George  Vigoreux,  of  the  2d 
royal  veteran  battalion,  appointed 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  Scilly 
Iftands,  vice  Major-General  Hew- 
gill,  deceafed. 

Foreign-office ,  Jan .  9.  Charles 
Stuart,  efq.  appointed  to  refide  at 
the  feat  of  the  provincial  govern¬ 
ment  of  Portugal  as  his  majefty’s 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary. 

Whitehall,  Jan.  9 .  Rev.  George 
Gordon,  B.  D.  Dean  of  Exeter, 
promoted  to  the  deanery  of  the  ca¬ 
thedral  church  of  Lincoln,  and  alfo 
to  a  refidentiary's  place  in  the  faid 
cathedral,  both  vice  Kaye,  dec. 

War-office,  Jan .  20.  Garri/bn.  Ge¬ 
neral 
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nefal  the  Hon.  Henry  Edward  Fox, 
to  be  governor  of  Portfmouth,  vice 
Pitt,  dec. 

Whitehall,  Jan.  27.  Rev*  John 
Parfons,  D.D.  appointed  dean  of 
the  cathedral  church  of  Briftol,  vice 
the  Rev*  Dr.  B.E.  Sparke,  promo* 
ted  to  1  he  fee  of  Chefter. 

Treafury  Chambers,  Jan, 27,  The 
king  has  been  plcafed  to  appoint 
Thomas  Alcock,  efq.  to  be  trea- 
furer  of  the  ordnance,  vice  Jofeph 
Hunt,  efq*  refigned. 

Treafury  Chambers,  Feb.  2.  Alex. 
Olborne,  efq.  to  be  a  commiffioner 
of  the  cuftoms  in  Scotland,  vice 
Alex.  Cochrane,  efq,  dec. 

Whitehall,  Feb.  10.  Rev.  John 
Garnett,  M.A.  deanery  of  Exeter, 
vice  Gordon,  refigned. 

Treafury  Chambers ,  Feb.  1 3 .  Wm, 
Manley,  efq*  a  commiffioner  of  ex* 
cife,  vice  Maling,  dec. 

War. office,  Feb.  27.  His  majef- 
ty  has  been  pleafed  to  approve  of 
the  following  officers  being  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  formed  into  a  board 
for  fuperintending  and  conducing 
the  whole  medical  bufinefs  of  the 
army,  viz. 

John  Weir,  efq.  from  halRpay  as 
infpeftor  of  hofpitals,  to  be  direc¬ 
tor-general. — Charles  Ker,  M.  D. 
an  infpeflor  of  hofpitals,  to  be 
principal  infpeclor*— Theod.  Gor¬ 
don,  M.D.  from  half- pay  as  infpec- 
tor  of  hofpitals,  to  be  principal  in- 
fpector. 

War  ^Office,  March  10*  Rev. 
Archdeacon  John  Owen,  chaplain 
general  of  the  forces,  vice  Gamble, 
refigned. 

Foreign  ^Office,  March  10.  Sir 
Gore  Oufeley,  bart.  ambaffador  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  plenipotentiary  at 
the  court  of  the  King  of  Perfia. 

Foreign-Office,  March  14.  James 


Morier,  efq.  fecretary  of  embaffy 
to  the  King  of  Perfia. 

War- Office,  March  24.  Rev.  W* 
Whitfield  Dakins,  LL.D.  chaplain 
to  the  forces* 

March  3.  At  a  chapter  of  the 
moft  noble  order  of  the  Garter, 
Marquis  Wellefley  invefted  with 
the  blue  ribband,  vacant  by  the 
death  of  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

Whitehall,  April  7.  Peter  de 
Haviland,  efq.  bailiff  of  Guernfey, 
vice  Robert  Porret  le  Marchant, 
efq.  refigned. — John  Dumarefq, 
advocate-general  of  Jerfey,  vice 
Jofhua  Pipon,  efq.  refigned. — Rt* 
Hon.  Francis  Napier,  high  commif¬ 
fioner  to  the  general  affembly  o£ 
the  church  of  Scotland. 

War -Office,  April  7.  George 
Jenkins,  clerk  ;  and  Sam.  Brifcall, 
clerk  j  chaplains  to  the  forces. 

Downing- Street ,  April  1  6.  John 
Henry  Nevvbolt,  efq.  a  judge  of 
the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  at: 
Madras. 

Admiralty -Office,  April  21,  Sir 
R.  Bickerton,  bart.  major-general 
of  marine  forces,  vice  Collingvvood^ 
deceafed. 

Dovonhig-fireei ,  April  27.  Hil¬ 
debrand  Oakes,  Efq.  major-gene¬ 
ral,  hi9  Majefty’s  commiffioner  foe 
the  affairs  of  Malta. 

Whitehall ,  April  28.  Right  Hon* 
George  Earl  of  Glafgow,  lieute¬ 
nant  and  ftie riff  principal  of  Ren¬ 
frew  {hire. 

Whitehall ,  May  I.  Right  Hon* 
Henry  Baron  Mulgrave,  mafter- 
general  of  the  ordnance.*— Right 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke,  Sir  Richard 
Bickerton,  Bart,  vice-admiral  of 
the  red,  Robert  Ward,  Efq.  James 
Buller,  Efq.  William  Domett,  Efq* 
vice-admirals  of  the  blue,  Robert 
Moorfom,  Efq.  and  Vifcount  Low- 

[C c  A  v  tiler. 
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ther,  commiffioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  lord  high  admiral. 

Do-um nig -Jlreet ,  May  2.  Robert 
Gordon,  Efq.  lieutenant-governor 
of  Berbice. 

Downing -Jlreet ,  May  4..  Vice- 
admiral  Sir  John  Duckworth,  K.B. 
governor  and  commander  in  chief 
of  Newfoundland. 

Foreign  Office,  May  i  o.  John 
Phil.  Morier,  Efq.  fecretary  of 
legation  to  the  United  States  of 
America. 

War -Office,  June  2.  William 
Granger  Cautley,  Clerk,  late  chap¬ 
lain  of  brigade  at  Madeira,  a  chap¬ 
lain  of  the  forces.-— Thomas  Wil¬ 
liams,  Clerk,  late  garrifon  chap¬ 
lain  at  Landguard  fort,,  a  chaplain 
to  the  forces. 

Queen's  Palace,  'June  20.  Cap¬ 
tain  James  Lucas  Yeo,  R.  N.  com¬ 
mander  of  the  royal  Portuguefe 
military  order  of  Saint  Bento 
d’Avis,  knighted. 

Whitehall,  June  23.  Right  Hon. 
Spencer  Perceval,  Right  Hon. 
John  Forfter,  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  in  Ireland,  Hon.  William 
Brodrick,  Hon,  William  Eliot, 
Snowden  Barne,  Efq.  and  Hon. 
Berkeley  Paget,  commiffioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  treafurer  of 
the  exchequer.  —  Right  Hon. 
Charles  Yorke,  Sir  Richard  Bicle- 
erton,  Bart,  vice  admiral  of  the 
red,  Robert  Ward  and  James  Bul- 
ler,  Efqrs.  William  Domett,  Efq. 
-vice  admiral  of  the  blue,  Sir  Jo- 
feph  Sydney  Yorke,  Knt.  and  Hon. 
Frederick  Robinfon,  commiffioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  high  ad¬ 
miral. 

Board  of  Green  Cloth,  June  27. 
William  Kenrick,  Efq.  mailer  of 
his  Majefty’s  houfehold. 

Whitehall,  June  30.  Right  Hon. 


Robert  Dundas,  Earl  Camden, 
Earl  of  Liverpool,  Right  Hon. 
Richard  Ryder,  Marquis  Wel- 
leiley,  Right  Hon.  Spencer  Perce¬ 
val,  Lord  Lovaine,  Lord  Teign- 
mouth,  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Wal¬ 
lace,  and  Vifcount  Lowther,  com¬ 
miffioners  for  affairs  of  India. 

Do<voning-Jireet ,  July  3.  Vice 
Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  Alexander 
Forrefter  Cochrane,  K.B.  gover¬ 
nor  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
iiland  of  Guadafoupe,  &c. 

Whitehall,  July  14.  Captain  R. 
Moorfom,  R.  N.  furveyor-general 
of  the  ordnance. 

War-Offiue,  July  23.  His  Ma- 
jefty  has  been  pleafed  to  appoint 
Major-Generals  P.  Sinclair,  W.  O. 
Huddleftone,  G.  Fead,  J,  Sower- 
by,  Sir  T.  Blomefield,  Bart.  G. 
Mann,  D.  M'Donald,  J.  Pratt, 

F.  Champagne,  J.  Champagne, 
H.  Calvert,  G.  Cockburne,  E. 
Dunne,  J.  Drummond,  W.  Dowdef- 
well,  A.  Mackenzie,  G.  Mon- 
crieffe,  T.  Meyrick,  T.  Graham, 
C.  Craufurd,  G.  H.  Vanfittart, 

'Hon.  C.  Fitzroy,  and  F.  Hugo- 
nin,  to  be  lieutenant-generals  in 
the  army. 

Staff.  To  be  aides-de-camp  to 
the  king,  Colonel  H.  Davis,  22d 
light  dragoons ;  Colonel  D.  Pack, 
71ft  foot ;  Colonel  Lord  R.  E.  H. 
Somerfet,  4th  dragoons  ;  Colonel 

G.  Wilfon,  39th  foot ;  Colonel  F. 
W.  Buller,  Coldftream  guards  ;  and 
Colonel  R.  Rofs,  20th  foot. 

Foreign  Office ,  July  27.  J .  Parke, 
Efq.  conful  in  the  Ifland  of  Ice¬ 
land. 

Admiralty -Office,  July  31.  This 
day,  in  purfuance  of  the  king’s 
pleafure,  the  following  flag-officers 
of  his  MajeAy’s  fleet  were  promot¬ 
ed,  viz. 


Admirals 
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Admirals  of  the  White.  Skef- 
fington  Lutwidge,  Efq.  George 
Montagu,  Efq.  Right  Hon.  George 
Lord  Keith,  K.  B.  James  Pigott, 
Efq.  Right  Hon.  William  Lord 
Radftock,  Thomas  Mackenzie, 
Efq.  and  Sir  Roger  Curtis,  Bart, 
to  be  admirals  of  the  red. 

Admirals  of  the  Blue.  William 
Young,  Efq.  Right  Hon.  James 
Lord  Gambier,  Philip  Patton,  Efq. 
Sir  Charles  Morice  Pole,  Bart. 
John  Leigh  Douglas,  Efq.  Wil¬ 
liam  Swiney,  Efq.  Charles  Ed¬ 
mund  Nugent,  Efq.  Charles  Pow¬ 
ell  Plamilton,  Efq.  Edmund  Pod, 
Efq.  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  Bart. 
John  Thomas,  Efq.  James  Brine, 
Efq.  Sir  Erafmus  Gower,  Knt. 
John  Holloway,  Efq.  and  George 
Wilfon.  Efq.  to  be  admirals  of  the 
white. 

Vice  Admirals  of  the  Red.  Sir 
Charles  Henry  Knowles,  Bart. 
Hon.  Thomas  Pakenham,  Robert 
Deans,  Efq,  James  Hawkins  Whit- 
fhed,  Efq,  Arthur  Kempe,  Efq. 
Smith  Child,  Efq.  Thomas  Tay- 
lor,  Efq.  Sir  John  Thomas  Duck¬ 
worth,  K.  B.  Sir  Robert  Calder, 
Bart.  Hon.  Geo.  Cranfield  Berke¬ 
ley,  Thomas  Weft,  Efq.  James 
Douglas,  Efq.  Peter  Aplin,  Efq. 
Henry  Savage,  Efq.  Bartholomew 
Samuel  Rowley,  Efq.  Sir  Richard 
Bickerton,  Bart,  and  Qeo,  Bowen, 
Efq.  to  be  admirals  of  the  blue. 

Vice  Admirals  of  the  White.  R. 
Montagu,  Efq.  John  Fergulfon, 
Efq.  Edward  Edwards,  Efq.  and 
Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren,  Bart, 
and  K.  B.  to  be  admirals  of  the 
blue. 

Vice  Admirals  of  the  White. 
Edward  Tyrrel  Smith,  Efq.  Sir 
Thomas  Graves,  K.B.  Thomas 
Macnarnara  Rufiel,  Efq.  Sir  Henry 
Trollope,  Knt.  Sir  Henry  Edwyn 
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Stanhope,  Bart.  Robert  M*DoualI, 
Efq.  Billy  Douglas,  Efq.  John 
Wickey,  Efq.  John  Fifti,  Efq. 
John  Knight,  Efq.  Edward  Thorn- 
borough,  Efq.  Sampfon  Edwards, 
Efq.  George  Campbell,  Efq.  Henry 
Frankland,  Efq.  Arthur  Philip, 
Efq,  and  Sir  William  George  Fair¬ 
fax,  Knt.  to  be  vice  admirals  of 
the  red. 

Vice  Admirals  of  the  Blue.  Sir 
James  Saumarez,  Bart,  and  K.B, 
Thomas  Drury,  Efq.  Albemarle 
Bertie,  Efq.  Right  Hon.  William 
Earl  of  Northelk,  K.  B.  James 
Vaftion,  Efq.  Thomas  Wells,  Efq. 
and  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Bart,  to 
be  vice  admirals  of  the  red. 

Vice  Admirals  of  the  Blue.  Sir 
Ifaac  Coffin,  Bart.  John  Aylmer, 
Efq.  Samuel  Ofborn,  Efq.  Richard 
Boger,  Efq.  John  Child  Purvis, 
Efq.  Theophilus  Jones,  Efq.  Wil¬ 
liam  Domett,  Efq.  WiliiamWolfe- 
ley,  Efq.  John  Manley,  Efq. 
George  Murray,  Efq.  John  Sutton, 
Efq.  Robert  Murray,  Efq.  Hon. 
Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  K.B.  and 
John  Markham,  Efq.  to  be  vice 
admirals  of  the  White. 

Rear  Admiral  of  the  Red.  Chas. 
Stirling,  Efq.  to  be  vice  admiral  of 
the  white. 

Rear  Admirals  of  the  Red. 
Henry  d’Efterre  Darby,.  Efq.  Ed¬ 
ward  Rewater,  Efq.  George  Pal¬ 
mer,  Efq.  William  CPBryen  Dia¬ 
ry,  Efq.  William  Ellington,  Efq. 
John  M‘Dougall,  Efq.  James  Alms, 
Efq.  Eliab  Harvey,  Efq.  Sir  Ed¬ 
mund  Nagle,  Knt.  John  Wells, 
Efq.  Richard  Grindall,  Efq.  and 
George  Martin,  Efq.  to  be  vice 
admirals  of  the  blue. 

Rear  Admirals  ot  the  Red.  Sir 
Richard  John  Strachan,  Bart,  and 
K.  B.  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith, 
Rnt.  Thomas  Sotheby,  Efq.  Na- 

[C  c  3j  than 
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than  Brunton,  Efq.  William  Han¬ 
cock  Kelly,  Efq.  John  Schank, 
Efq.  and  Hon.  Michael  dc  Courcy, 
to  be  vice  admirals  of  the  blue. 

Rear  Admirals  of  the  White. 
'William  Bentinck,  Efq.  PaulMin- 
chin,  Efq.  Philip  d’Auvergne, 
Prince  of  Bouillon,  and  John  Hun¬ 
ter,  Efq.  to  be  vice  admirals  of 
the  blue. 

Rear  Admirals  of  the  White. 
Fr.  Pender,  Efq.  William  Albany 
Otway,  Efq.  George  Lnmfdaine, 
Efq.  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  Bart,  and 
K.  B.  Henry  Nicholls,  Efq.  Her¬ 
bert  Sawyer,  Efq.  Davidge  Gould, 
Efq.  Sir  Richard  Goodwin  Keats, 
K.  B.  Robert  Deyereux  Fancourt, 
Efq.  Sir  Edward  Buller,  Bart. 
Hon.  Robert  Stopford*  Mark  Ro- 
binfon,  Efq.  Thomas  Revell  Shi¬ 
vers,  Efq.  Francis  Pickmore,  Efq. 
John  Stevens  Hall,  Efq.  and  John 
Dilkes,  Efq.  to  be  rear  admirals  of 
the  red. 

Rear  Admirals  of  the  Blue. 
William  Lechmere,  Efq.  Thomas 
Foley,  Efq.  Charles  Tyler,  Efq. 
and  Robert  Carthew  Reynolds, 
Efq.  to  be  rear  admirals  of  the 
red. 

Rear  Admirals  of  the  Blue.  Ro¬ 
bert  Watfon,  Efq.  Right  Hon. 
Alan  Hyde,  Lord  Gardner,  Man- 
ley  Dixon,  Efq.  George  Lofack, 
Efq.  William  Mitchell,  Efq.  Geo. 
Hart,  Efq.  Thomas  Bertie,  Efq. 
Rowley  Bulteel,  Efq.  Wm.  Lake, 
Efq.  Ifaac  George  Manley,  Efq. 
John  Ofborn,  Efq.  Edm.  Crawley, 
Efq.  Charles  Boyles,  Efq.  Sir 
Thomas  Williams,  Knt.  Thomas 
Hamilton,  Efq.  Sir  Thomas  Boul- 
den  Thompfon,  Bart,  and  George 
Cotintefs,  Efq.  to  be  rear  admirals 
rd  the  white. 

And  the  undermentioned  cap¬ 
tains  were  aifo  appointed  flag-offi¬ 


cers  of  his  Majefly's  fleet,  viz. 
John  Laugharne,  Efq.  William 
Hargood,  Efq.  George  Gregory, 
Efq.  John  Ferrier,  Efq.  Richard 
Jncledon  Bury,  Efq.  Robt.  Moor- 
fom,  Efq.  Sir  Charles  Hamilton, 
Bart.  Hon.  Henry  Curzon,  Law¬ 
rence  William  Halfted,  Efq.  Ed¬ 
ward  Oliver  Ofborn,  Efq.  Sir 
Harry  Neale,  bart.  Sir  Jofeph  Sid¬ 
ney  Yorke,  Knt.  Hon.  Arthur 
Kaye  Legge,  Francis  Fayerman, 
Efq.  Right  Hon.  George  Earl  of 
Galloway,  Thomas  Francis  Free- 
mantle,  Efq.  Sir  Francis  Laforey, 
Barr.  Philip  Charles  Durham,  Efq. 
and  Ifrael  Pellew,  Efq.  to  be  rear 
admirals  of  the  blue. 

The  king  has  been  pleafed  to 
appoint  Benjamin  Hallowell,  Efq. 
George  Johnftone  Hope,  Efq.  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  A  melius  Beau- 
clerk,  and  James  Nicoll  Morris, 
Efq.  to  be  colonels  in  his  Majefty’s 
royal  marine  forces,  in  the  room 
of  William  Hargood,  Efq.  Robert 
Mocrfom,  Efq.  Sir  Charles  Ha¬ 
milton,  Bart,  and  the  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  appointed  flag-officers  of 
his  Majefty’s  fleet. 

Queen9 s  Palace y  Aug .  8,  Right 
Hon.  Richard  Lord  Chetwynd, 
one  of  the  cleiks  of  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  vice  Sir  Stephen  Cotterell,  who 
retires. 

Whitehall,  Aug,  i8.  Lieutenant- 
General  W.  Loftus,  lieutenant  of 
the  Tower  of  London,  vice  Ver¬ 
non,  deceafed. 

War  Office,  Aug,  i  8.  Rev.  F. 
Raynes,  B.  A.  chaplain  to  the 
forces. 

Queen’s  Palace,  Aug,  29.  Right 
Hon.  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart,  fvvorn 
of  his  Majefly’s  privy  council. 

War  Office ,  Sept,  7.  Rev.  J. 
Hughes,  a  chaplain  to  the  foices. 

Horfe  Guards,  Sept .  9.  His  Ma~ 

jetty 
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jefly  having  been  graciotiffy  plcaf- 
ed  to  command,  that,  in  commemo¬ 
ration  of  the  brilliant  victories  ob¬ 
tained  by  divifions  of  his  army  over 
the  enemy  in  the  battles  of  Roleia, 
and  Vimiera,  alfo  in  the  fevcral 
in  fiances  where  the  cavalry  had  an 
opportunity  of  difttnguifhing  t hem- 
felt  es  againft  the  enemy  in  Spain, 
and  in  the  battles  of  Corunna  and 
Talavera  de  la  Reyna,  the  under¬ 
mentioned  officers  of  the  army, 
prefect  on  thofe  occafions,  fhould 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  "wearing  a 
medal  ;  and  his  Majefty  having 
approved  of  the  medal  which  has 
been  flruck,  is  pleafed  to  command 
that  itfhould  be  worn  by  the  gene¬ 
ral  officers,  fufpended  by  a  ribbon 
of  the  colour  of  the  fafh,  with  a 
blue  edge,  round  the  neck  ;  and  by 
the  commanding  officers  of  corps 
(not  being  of  rank  inferior  to  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel),  and  the  chiefs  of 
military  departments,  attached  by 
a  ribbon  of  the  fame  colour  to  the 
button-hole  of  their  uniform. 

His  Majefty  has  alfo  been  pleafed 
to  command,  that  the  medals  which 
would  have  been  conferred  upon 
the  officers  who  have  fallen  at,  or 
died  fince,  the  above  named  actions, 
fhall,  as  a  token  of  refpedf  for  their 
memories,  be  depofited  with  their 
refpedtive  families'. 

Lieutenant-generals.  Sir  John 
Moore,  K.B.  Sir  David  Baird,  Sir 
John  Hope,  K.B.  Mackenzie  Fra¬ 
zer,  Lord  Pager,  and  Vifcount 
Wellington,  K.B. 

Major-generals.  Sir  John  Sher- 
brook,  K.  B.  William  Payne,  lord 
William  Bentinck,  Hon.  Eddard 
Paget,  Sir  Brent  Spencer,  K.B.  Sir 
Stapleton  Cotton,  Bart.  Rowland 
Hill,  Coote  Manningham,  William 
Carr  Beresford,  Ronald  Craufurd 
Ferguffon,  Henry  Warde,  James 


Leith,  John  Randoll  McKenzie, 
Chriftopher  Tilfon. 

Brigadier-generals.  John  Slade, 
Moore  Difney,  William  Palmer  Ac- 
land,  Miles  Nightingale,  Alexan¬ 
der  Campbell,  Henry  Frederick 
Campbell,  Richard  Stewart,  Hon. 
Charles  Stewart,  Erneft  Baron 
Langworth,  Alan  Cameron,  Ber¬ 
nard  Foord  Bowes,  Henry  Fane, 
Robert  Anftruther,  George  Anfon, 
James  Catlin  Craufurd,  and  Ed¬ 
ward  Howarth  (artillery.) 


DEATHS  in  iBio. 

Jan.  i.  Sir  Henry  Strachey, 
Bart.  F.S.A. 

3.  At  her  feat  at  Ham  Common, 
Mary  Countefs  of  Courtown,  She 
was  the  daughter  and  co-heirefs  of 
Richard  Powys,  Efq.  of  Hintle- 
fham-hall,  Suffolk,  by  the  Lady 
Mary  Brudenell,  fifter  of  the 
late  Duke  of  Montague  ;  and  was 
married  April  16,  1762,  to  James 
Stopford  Earl  of  CourtorVn,  knight 
of  St.  Patrick. 

17.  Sir  John  Blois,  Bart. 

19.  The  Hon,  W.  F.  E.  Eden. 

so.  In  childbed,  the  Hon,  Mrs. 
Eliot. 

25.  The  Hon,  Charles  L.  Bun- 
das. 

At  Barbadoes,  Nathaniel  Wil¬ 
liam  Maffy,  Lord  Clarina,  Baron 
Clarina  of  Elm,  a  major-general  in 
the  army.  His  lordfliip  was  born 
May  23,  1773,  and  married  May 
29,  1796,  Penelope,  fecond daugh¬ 
ter  of  Michael  Roberts  Weftfopp, 
Efq,.  of  the  city  of  Cork,  by  whom 
he  has  left  iffue  three  Tons  and  two 
daughters.  Pie  is  fucceeded  in 
title  and  e Hates  by  his  eldeft  fon , 
the  Plon.  Eyre  Maffy,  now  Lord 
Clarina,  a  minor.  The  late  Lord 
[C  c  4J  C.  had 
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C.  had  been  appointed  to  a  com¬ 
mand  in  the  Weft  Indies,  but  was 
feized,  Ihortly  after  his  arrival  at 
Eaibadoes,  with  a  malignant  fe¬ 
ver,  which  proved  fatal  after  an 
illnefs  of  three  days.  He  was  the 
only  furvivingfon  of  Eyre  Maffy, 
the  firft  Baron  Clarina  (youngeft 
brother  of  Hugh  Lord  Maffy,  who, 
for  his  long  and  eminent  fervices 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  America,  &c. 
was  elevated  to  the  peerage,  Dec. 
29,  1800,  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Clarina  of  Elm,  county  Lime¬ 
rick,  he  being  then  a  general  in 
the  army,  colonel  of  the  Ennilkil- 
len  regiment  of  foot,  marlhal  of 
the  army  in  Ireland,  governor  of 
Limerick  caftle,  and  of  Kilmain- 
ham  hofpital. 

Feb.  1.  Sir  C.  Turner,  Bart. 

2.  Lady  Barbara  Moftyn. 

4.  At  his  feat,  Grinton-houfe, 
co.  Norfolk,  in  his  77th  year,  the 
Right  Hon.  Harbord  Harbord,  Ba¬ 
ron  Suffield.  His.  lordlhip  was  born 
January  26,  17345  married  in 
1760,  Mary  Afheton,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Ralph  Afheton,  Bart,  of 
Middleton,  Lancaftiire.  In  1759 
he  was  created  D.C.L.  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford;  in  1786  he  be¬ 
came  a  baronet,  and  in  the  fame 
year  was  raifed  to  the  peerage,  be¬ 
ing  at  that  time  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment  for  Norwich.  Wm.  Alheton 
Harbord,  the  prefent  Lord  Suf¬ 
field,  is  lord-lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  and  was  mar* 
lied  in  1792  to  Lady  Caroline  Ho¬ 
bart,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Buckinghamftiire. 

9.  Lady  Charlotte  Fitzroy, 

Sir  John  Papillon  Twifden,  Bart. 

1 1.  Sir  Thomas  Gafcoyne,  Bart. 

17.  Charles  James  Fitz-Gerald, 
Lord  Locale ,  Baron  Lecale,  of 
Ardglafs,  a  vice  admiral  of  the 


red,  and  one  of  his  Majefty’s  moft 
honourable  privy  council  in  Ire¬ 
land,  died  Feb.  17,  at  his  feat  at 
Ardglafs  Caftle,  co.  Down.  His 
lordfhip  was  fecond  fon  of  James, 
firft  Duke  of  Leinfter  and  twen¬ 
tieth  Earl  of  Kildare,  by  the  Lady 
Emilia  Mary,  fecond  daughter  of 
Charles,  fecond  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Lenox,  and  Aubigny.  He 
was  at  an  early  age  entered  a  mid- 
ftiipman  in  the  royal  navy ;  was 
appointed  a  captain  May  23,  1780, 
and  through  the  feveral  gradations 
rofe  to  be  a  vice  admiral  of  the  red. 
He  alfo  fat  in  parliament  for  the 
county  of  Kildare,  and  during  the 
adminiftration  of  his  relative,  Mr. 
Fox,  held  a  fituation  under  govern¬ 
ment.  In  confideratian  of  his  per- 
fonal  fervices,  and  his  illuftrious 
defcent,  he  was  elevated  to  the 
peerage  by  the  title  of  Baron  Le¬ 
cale  of  Ardglafs,  by  patent,  Dec. 
29,  1800.  He  dying  without  if_ 
fue,  the  barony  of  Lecale  becomes 
extinvft,  making  the  tenth  Irifh. 
peerage  which  has  failed  fince  the 
union  in  January  1801,  for  default 
pf  male  heirs. 

24.  Hon.  Henry  Cavendifh. 

26.  Sir  John  J.  LI.  Macgill, 
Bart. 

Sir  C.  Hoare  Harland,  Bart. 

March  2.  Sir  Robert  Burton, 
M.P. 

7.  On  board  his  flag-fhip,  the 
Ville  de  Paris,  Admiral  Lord  Col- 
lingwood,  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Britifh  fquadron  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean.  Worn  out  with  the  toils 
and  cares  of  a  feafaring  life,  his 
lprdfhip  expired  juft  as  he  was 
about  returning  home  for  the  reco¬ 
very  of  his  decaying  health  and 
conftitution.  Cuthbert  Colling- 
wood  was  born  at  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne,  in  1750;  his  family  is  very 

ancient, 
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ancient,  and  was  particularly  dif- 
tinguilhed  in  arms,  and  celebrated 
by  the  poets  in  the  wars  of  the 
borders  in  the  fixteenth  century. 
The  traditionary  fongs  and  tales 
of  thofe  wars  made  a  ftrong  im- 
preflion  on  the  young  hero,  as  he 
fought  the  held  of  glory  at  the  very 
early  age  of  eleven,  although  not 
for  the  fame  reafon  which  induced 
Nelfon  at  that  age  to  adopt  ihe 
like  couife,  his  father  poffeffing  a 
fmall  but  competent  fortune.  Cuth- 
bert  received  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  from  the  Rev.  H.  Moifes, 
M.  A.  After  fpending  fix  or  feven 
years  under  the  tuition  of  this  ve¬ 
nerable  mailer,  who  died  about 
two  years  ago,  he  left  his  much- 
efteemed  fchool-fellows,  the  pre- 
fent  Sir  W.  Scott,  Judge  of  the 
Admiralty  Court,  and  his  younger 
brother,  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon, 
and  entered  the  fervice  in  17 61. 
Like  Nelfon,  he  went  under  the 
protection  and  patronage  of  his 
maternal  uncle,  Captain  Braith- 
waite,  then  commanding  the  Shan¬ 
non  frigate,  who  died  admiral  of 
the  blue,  in  his  80th  year,  in  1 805. 
To  this  officer  he  owed  his  great 
profeffional  knowledge  and  ikill  ia 
all  the  various  branches  of  nautical 
^  fcience,  and  with  him  he  continued 
feveral  years.  In  17 66,  he  was  a 
midftnpmau  in  the  Gibraltar,  and 
from  1767  to  1772,  mafter’s  mate 
in  the  Liverpool,  whence  he  was 
taken  into  the  Lenox,  Captain 
(now  Admiral)  Roddam,  whofe 
difintcrefted  friendihip  for  him  and 
his  family  was  nobly  rewarded  by 
the  future  conduct  of  his  protege. 
Admiral  Roddam  alfo  took  his 
younger  brother,  Wilfred  Coiling- 
wood,  into  his  fhip,  and  brought 
him  to  the  rank  of  captain,  when 
he  died  in  the  Weft  Indies,  about 


1779  or  1780.  Lord  Collingwood 
has  another  brother  in  the  cultoms, 
and  two  maiden  lifters,  who  ft  ill 
live  very  retired  at  Newcaftle. 
By  Admiral  Roddam  Lord  Col¬ 
lingwood  was  introduced  to  Vice 
Admiral  Graves,  and  afterwards 
to  Sir  Peter  Parker,  and  with  the 
former  he  went  in  the  Prefton  to 
America  ;  yet  it  was  not  till  after 
he  had  been  fourteen  years  in  the 
fervice,  that  he  was  appointed 
fourth  lieutenant  in  the  Somerfet. 
In  1776,  he  went  to  Jamaica  in 
the  Hornet  Hoop,  where  he  became 
acquainted  with  Nelfon,  then  fe- 
cond  lieutenant  of  the  Loweftoffe, 
Captain  Locker.  This  friendfhip  of 
congenial  minds  continued  for  the 
remainder  of  their  lives;  Colling¬ 
wood  regularly  fucceeding  his 
friend  Nelfon  in  every  appointment 
and  ftiip  which  he  left  in  the  courfe 
of  his  promotion.  From  the  Lowe- 
ftoffie,  Nelfon  was  taken  into  the 
Briftol,  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
and  Collingwood  into  the  Lowe- 
ftofte  ;  in  1778,  Nelfon  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  Badger  brig,  and 
Collingwood  to  the  Briftol ;  in 
1779,  Neii"00  was  rnade  poft-cap- 
tain  in  the  Hinchinbrooke,  and  Col¬ 
lingwood  in  the  Badger;  in  1780, 
Nelfon  was  appointed  to  the  Janus 
frigate,  and  was  again  fucceeded 
by  his  friend  Collingwood.  On  this 
occafion,  Nelfon  wasfnatched  from 
the  jaws  of  death  by  being  recalled 
from  the  deftrudive  Quixotic  expe¬ 
dition  to  St.  Juan,  on  the  Spanifh 
Main,  and  Collingwood, whofe  con- 
ftitution  was  lefs  delicate,  furvived 
the  effeds  of  that  dreadful  climate, 
where,  in  four  months,  out  of  200 
men,  who  compofed  his  Chip’s  com¬ 
pany,  he  buried  180!  Of  1800 
men,  who  were  fcnl  at  different 
times  on  this  expedition,  only  300 
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ever  returned.  In  Auguft  he  quit¬ 
ted  a  ftation  which  had  proved 
equally  fatal  to  the  other  fhips 
that  were  employed.  In  Decem¬ 
ber  of  the  fame  year,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Fell  can,  of  twenty-four  guns,  but 
I) is  continuance  in  that  fh ip  was  not 
of  long  duration  ;  for,  on  the  firft 
of  Auguft,  1781,  fhe  was  wrecked 
upon  the  Morant  Key,  during  the 
dreadful  hurricane  which  proved 
fo  deft r native  to  the  Weft  India 
iftands  in  general.  The  crew  were 
however  faved,  as  well  as  their 
commander.  It  was  not  long  be¬ 
fore  an  opportunity  prefented  itfelf 
to  refume  his  ftation  in  the  fervice 
of  his  country.  He  was  appointed 
next  to  the  command  of  the  Samp* 
fon,  of  fixty-four  guns,  in  which 
fhip  heferved  till  the  peace  of  1783, 
when  flie  was  paid  off,  and  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Mediator,  and 
fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where  he 
again  met  his  friend  Nelfon,  who 
at  that  time  commanded  the  Eoreas 
frigate  upon  the  fame  ftation.  The 
friendfhip  which  fubfifted  between 
thefe  two  young  men,  who  were 
hereafter  to  make  fo  confpicuous  a 
figure  upon  the  great  theatre  of 
naval  glory,  appears  from  the  let¬ 
ters  which  were  written  during  this 
period  by  the  latter,  to  his  friend 
Captaifi  Locker.  In  one  of  thefe, 
dated  on  board  the  Boreas,  Sep¬ 
tember  the  twenty-fourth,  1784, 
he  fays,  i(  Collingwood  is  at  Gre¬ 
nada,  which  is  a  great  lofs  to  me, 
for  there  is  nobody  I  can  make  a 
confidant  of.’*  In  another,  dated 
Nov.  the  twenty-third  :  “  Col¬ 

lingwood  defires  me  to  fay  he  will 
write  you  foon  fuch  a  letter  that 
you  will  think  it  a  hiftory  of  the 
Weft  Indies.  What  an  amiable 
good  man  he  is!’7  OfF Martinique, 


March  the  fifth,  1786,  he  writes  - 
<f  This  ftation  has  not  been  over 
pleafant  ;  had  it  not  been  for  Col¬ 
lingwood,  it  would  have  been  the 
mod  difagreeable  I  ever  faw.”  In 
this  fhip,  and  upon  this  ftation,  he 
remained  until  the  latter  end  of 
1786,  when,  upon  his  return  to 
England,  the  fhip  being  paid  off, 
he  took  the  opportunity  to  vifit  his 
native  county,  and  renew  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  his  family  and 
friends,  from  whom  he  had  been 
fo  long  feparated.  In  this  retire¬ 
ment,  after  a  fervice  of  five  and 
twenty  years,  he  continued  to  en¬ 
joy  himfelf  in  Northumberland, 
until  the  year  1790,  when,  on  the 
e*pe<fted  rupture  with  Spain,  he 
was  again  called  into  employ  in  the 
armament  then  fitting  out,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  Mermaid,  of  thirty- 
two  guns,  under  the  command  of 
Adrhiral  Cornifh,  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies.  The  difpute  being,  however, 
adjufted  without  hoftilities,  and  no 
profpeft  of  immediate  employment 
again  at  fea  appearing,  he  once 
more  returned  to  his  native  country, 
and  in  this  interval  of  repofe  form¬ 
ed  a  connexion  with  a  Iadv  of  s;reat 
perfonal  merit,  and  of  a  family 
highly  refpediable,  Sarah,  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  John  Erafmus  Blackett, 
Efq.  one  of  the  aldermen  of  New- 
caftlc.  By  this  lady  he  has  two 
daughters  ;  Sarah,  and  Mary  Pa¬ 
tience,  both  living  with  their  mo¬ 
ther  at  Morpeth,  the  place  of  his 
lordfhip’s  refidence,  during  the 
fhort  intervals  of  repofe  which  he 
had  been  i  offered  to  enjoy.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with 
France,  in  1793,  Captain  Colling¬ 
wood  was  called  to  the  command 
of  the  Prince,  bearing  the  flag  of 
Admiral  Bowyer,  with  whom  he 
ferved  in  that  fhip,  and  afterwards 
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in  the  Barfleur,  until  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  firfi  of  June  1794.  In 
this  adion  he  diftinguithed  himfelf 
with  great  bravery,  and  the  fhip 
which  he  commanded  is  known  to 
have  had  her  full  (hare  in  the  glory 
of  that  day  ;  though  it  was  the 
fource  of  Ib'rrre  painful  feelings  at 
the  moment,  in  the  captain’s  own 
mind,  that  no  notice  was  taken  of 
his  fervices  upon  this  occafion,  nor 
his  name  once  mentioned  in  the 
official  difpatches  of  Lord  Howe  to 
the  Admiralty.  Rear-Admiral 
Bowyer  loft  his  leg  by  the  fide  of 
Captain  Collingwood,  yet  no  epi¬ 
thet  of  approbation  wao  officially 
bellowed  on  the  captain  of  the 
Barfleur!  The  battles  of  St.  Vin¬ 
cent  and  Trafalgar  have  fmce  pro¬ 
claimed  his  merit  !  Captain  Col- 
Kngwood  was  appointed  to  the  Ex¬ 
cellent,  after  Lord  Howe’s  vic¬ 
tory,  and  went  with  Lord  Hood  to 
Toulon.  From  that  ftation  he 
joined  Admiral  Jervis,  and,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  manoeuvres  of  his  tried 
friend,  Commodore  Nelfon,  thefe 
two  commanders,  with  the  ill- 
fated  Trowbridge,  contributed  to 
accomplifh  one  of  the  moft  fignal 
vidories  off  Cape  St.  Vincent, 
ever  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
naval  war.  The  Englifh  confifted 
of  fifteen  Chips,  the  Spanilh  of 
twenty-feven  ;  the  former  had  only 
1232  guns,  the  latter  230S  ;  and, 
notwithftanding  this  inferiority, 
four  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  were 
captured,  two  by  Nelfon  and  two 
by  Ccllingwood  ;  the  San  Jofef  of 
one  hundred  and  twelve  guns,  and 
San  Nicholas  of  eighty,  ftruck  to 
Nelfon ;  and  the  Salvador  del  Mun- 
do  of  one  hundred  and  twelve,  and 
the  San  Ifidro  of  feventy-four  to 
Collingwood.  The  prodigies  of 
Valour  difplayed  by  Nelfon  and 
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Collingwood,  on  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  occafion,  are  well  depided 
by  the  former,  at  a  perilous  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  engagement.  “  The 
Salvador  del  Mundo,  and  the 
San  Ifidro,”  Hid  his  lordfhip, 
((  dropped  a  ftern,  and  were  fired 
into  in  a  mafterly  fiyle  by  the 
Excellent,  Captain  Collingwood, 
who  compelled  the  San  Ifidro 
to  hoift  Englifh  colours  ;  and  I 
thought  the  large  fhip  Salvador 
had  ftruck  ;  but  Captain  Colling¬ 
wood,  difdaining  the  parade  of 
taking  poffefJiQn  of  a  ’vanquifhed 
enemy ,  moft  gallantly  pufhed  up 
with  every  fail  to  fave  his  old 
friend  and  meffmate,  who  was  to 
appearance  in  a  crippled  ftate.”  It 
was  not  the  fortune  of  Collingwood, 
although  anxioufly  defired  by  both, 
to  accompany  his  friend  to  frefli 
vidories  at  the  Nile,  and  he  re¬ 
mained  in  the  painful  office  of  block¬ 
ading  the  enemy’s  ports  till  1799, 
when  he  was  made  rear-admiral 
of  the  white,  and  in  1801  rear- 
admiral  qf  the  fed.  In  May  1802 
he  returned  to  Spit  head,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  his  family  and  friends  in 
Northumberland.  But  the  period 
of  domeftic  enjoyment  was  again 
very  fhort  ;  and  in  April  1804  he 
was  made  vice-admiral  of  the  blue, 
and  refumed  the  blockade  of  Breft 
with  Admiral  Cornwallis.  The 
very  irkfome  life  of  an  indolent 
blockade,  always  apprehenfive  that 
the  enemy  may  efcape,  and  yet 
without  the  hope  of  his  coming  to 
adion,  can  only  be  underftood  by 
thofe  who  have  fpent  fome  time 
aboard  fhip  in  fuch  fervice.  In 
1805,  however,  Admiral  CoL 
lingwood  was  called  upon  to  ex- 
ercife  his  talents  in  the  blockade 
of  Cadiz,  with  only  four  Ihips, 
with  which  he  had  to  deceive  the 
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enemy,  and  imprefs  them  with  an 
idea  that  he  had  a  powerful  fleet. 
This  delufion  he  effected  with  the 
happieft  refult,  by  means  of  well- 
eonceived  fignals  from  two  fhips  off 
the  harbour  to  two  others  at  a 
greater  diftance.  The  arrival  of 
Nelfon  relieved  him  from  the  ardu¬ 
ous  talk  of  watching  a  fleet  of  thir¬ 
ty-four  (hips  of  the  line  with  only 
four,  and  prepared  the  way  for  the 
glorious  but  melancholy,  battle  of 
Trafalgar,  in  which  twenty-feven 
Britifh  wereoppofed  to  thirty-three 
Frencli  and  Spanifli  fhips.  The 
particulars  of  this  engagement  are 
yet  too  deeply  engraven  on  the 
minds  of  the  public  fo  require  repe¬ 
tition  here.  Lord  Collingwood  led 
the  van  in  the  attack,  and  Nelfon 
exclaimed  : — (<  Look  at  that  noble 
fellow  !  Obferve  the  ftyle  in  which 
he  carries  his  fhip  into  action!” 
Collingwood,  enjoyingthe  honour 
of  his  fituation,  with  equal  fpirit 
faid  to  his  captain,  (t  What  would 
Nelfon  give  to  be  in  our  fltuation  !” 
The  lofs  of  the  Royal  Sovereign, 
Admiral  Collingwood,  in  this  ac¬ 
tion,  was  five  officers,  twenty-nine 
feamen,  and  nineteen  marines, 
killed  ;  eight  officers,  feventy  fea¬ 
men,  and  ten  marines,  wounded  : 
in  all  one  hundred  and  forty-one. 
Of  nineteen  veffels  that  ftruck,  only 
three  Spanifh  and  one  French  feven- 
ty-four  were  fent  to  Gibraltar;  all 
the  others  being  either  burnt,  funk, 
or  run  on  fhore.  The  humanity 
and  piety  of  Lord  Collingwood 
after  this  battle,  were  not  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  than  they  were  in  Nelfon  ; 
and  in  his  letter  to  the  Admiralty, 
detailing  the  particulars  of  the  ac¬ 
tion,  he  laments  the  fall  of  the  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  with  great  feeling. 
— My  heart  (faid  he)  is  rent  with 
the  mofl  poignant  grief  for  the 


death  of  a  friend,  to  whom  by  many 
years  intimacy,  and  a  perfect  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  virtues  of  his  mind, 
which  infpired  ideas  fuperior  to  the 
common  race  of  men,  I  was  bound 
by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of  afteiftion  ; 
a  grief  to  which  even  the  glorious 
occafion  on  which  he  fell  does  not 
bring  that  confolation  which  per¬ 
haps  it  ought.”  The  merit  of  this 
official  difpa tch  ftruck  his  majefty, 
who  obferved,  that  ((  Coliing- 
wood’s  was  an  excellent  letter.” 
The  laft  fact  we  fhall  notice,  was 
the  admiral’s  humanity  after  the  ac¬ 
tion  to  the  unfortunate  prifoners, 
in  fhattered  veflels,  and  expofed  to 
a  tremendous  ftorm.  Lord  Colling- 
wood’s  propofal  to  the  governor 
of  Cadiz  to  receive  them  into  hos¬ 
pitals,  was  moll  gratefully  recei¬ 
ved  ;  and  the  Spanifh  people,  in  a 
fpontaneous  burft  of  enthuflaftic  ad¬ 
miration  of  the  Englifli,  although 
their  enemies,  fent  every  afliftance 
to  the  Englifli  fleet,  in  wines,  fruit, 
and  refrefhments,  to  comfort  the 
wounded  and  flek.  The  well-me¬ 
rited  euiogiums  which  have  been 
pronounced  on  Lord  Collingwood’s 
profeffional  talents  are  fufficiently 
known.  By  Lord  Hood  it  was  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  “  he  only  wanted  an 
opportunity  to  prove  himfelf  a  fe - 
cond  Nelfon .”  After  the  battle  of 
Trafalgar,  he  was  raifed  to  the  rank 
of  Admiral  of  the  Red,  created 
Baron  Collingwood  of  Coldburn 
and  Hethpolc,  in  Northumberland, 
and  a  grant  of  2000/.  a  year  voted 
to  him  during  his  own  life,  1000/. 
to  his  lady,  and  500/.  to  each  of  his 
daughter^.  During  the  laft  five 
years,  he  has  fcarcely  ever  been  on 
lhore ;  and  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
a  friend,  he  obferves,  “  fince  1793, 
I  have  been  only  one  year  at  home. 
To  my  own  children  1  am  fcarcely 

known  ; 
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known ;  yet  while  I  have  health 
and  ftrength  to  ferve  my  country, 

I  confider  that  health  and  ftrength 
due  to  it ;  and  if  I  ferve  it  fncceff- 
fully  as  I  ever  have  done  faithfully, 
my  children  will  not  want  friends.” 
His  natural  diffidence  and  unaflu til¬ 
ing  chara&er  induced  a  rather  dif¬ 
ad  vantageous  opinion  of  his  real  me¬ 
rit;  he  defpifed  oftentation,  and 
evinced  a  kind  of  patriarchal  fimpli- 
city  in  his  whole  conduct.  To  the 
charitable inllitutions  of  Newcaftle 
he  has  been  a  moft  liberal  benefactor, 
and  has  alfo  fubfcribed  to  raife  a 
monument  to  his  mafter,  the  late 
Rev. Mr.  Moifes.  Hisnoble  titleis 
now  extinft  ;  but  the  records  of  his 
brave  achievements  and  his  perfonal 
worth,  will  be  handed  down  to  fu¬ 
ture  ages,  while  naval  warfare  (hall 
continue  to  engage  the  attention  of 
nations  ;  and  the  names  of  Nelfon 
and  Collingwood  be  blazoned  by 
pofterity,  as  models  of  the  moll;  he¬ 
roic  and  fublime  patriotifm.  A 
relation  of  his  lordfhip,  the  late  E. 
Collingwood,  Efq.  left  him  his  ef- 
tate  worth  about  2000/.  befides  a 
handfome  library.  With  this  ad* 
dition  it  is  prefumed  that  his  lord¬ 
fhip  poffeffed  a  very  ample  fortune. 
The  body  of  the  lamented  admiral 
was  brought  to  England  in  the 
Nereus  frigate,  and  conveyed  from 
Sheernefs  in  the  commiffioner’s 
yacht  to  Greenwich.  Here  it  lay 
in  ftate  forfome  days  in  the  Paint¬ 
ed  Chamber  in  the  Hofpital,  and 
was  then  depofited  in  its  final  reft- 
ing-place  under  the  dome  of  St. 
Paul’s,  clofe  by  the  coffin  of  Lord 
Nelfon;  fo  that  it  may  with  truth 
be  faid,  that  even  in  death  thefe 
great  heroic  friends  were  undivided. 
Lord  Collingwood  was  of  middling 
ftature,  but  extremely  thin,  and 
temperate  in  his  general  habits ; 
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ate  always  with  an  appetite,  drank 
moderately  after  dinner,  but  never 
indulged  afterwards  in  fpirits  or 
wine.  It  was  his  general  rule, 
in  tempeftuous  weather,  and  upon 
any  hollile  emergency  that  oc¬ 
curred,  to  deep  upon  his  fofa  in  a 
flannel  gown,  taking  off  only  his 
epauletted  coat.  He  would  appear 
upon  deck  without  his  hat ;  and 
his  grey  hair  floating  to  the  wind, 
whilft  torrents  of  rain  poured  down 
through  the  fhrouds,  and  his  eye, 
like  the  eagle’s,  on  the  watch. 
Bodily  expofure,  colds,  srheuma- 
tifm,  ague,  all  were  nothing  to  him 
when  his  duty  called  ;  and  to  this 
contempt  of  perfonal  comfort  and 
indulgence  his  country  doubtlefs 
owes  the  privation  of  his  fervices. 

10.  At  Ganderfheim,  theDuch- 
efs  of  Brunfwick  Lunenburg. 

13.  Mary,  Vifcountefs  Carle- 
ton. 

At  his  houfein  Stephen’s  Green, 
Dublin,  John  Law,  D.  D.  Bifhop 
of  Elphin,  and  brother  to  Lord 
Ellenborough.  This  truly  venera¬ 
ble  prelate  was  a  man  of  profound 
erudition,  and  his  whole  life  was 
devoted  to  the  practice  of  thofe 
moral  and  religious  duties  which 
he  fo  forcibly  inculcated  in  his  ex¬ 
cellent  difeourfes  from  the  pulpit. 
When  he  took  poffeffion  of  the  fee 
of  Killala,  and  lear,nt  that  almoll 
the  whole  of  the  population  were 
Roman  catholics,  he  obferved, 
“  that  as  it  was  a  hopelefs  talk  to 
make  them  proteftants,  it  would 
anfwer  every  purpofe  to  make  them 
good  catholics  and  with  this 
view  he  got  primed,  at  his  own 
expenfe,  and  dillributed  gratis 
through  the  diocefe,  a  new  edition 
of  the  works  of  the  Rev.  John  Go- 
ther,  which  breathe  the  piety,  and, 
in  plain  and  intelligible  language, 
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inculcate  the  morality  of  the  Bible. 
The  fame  liberality  of  his  life,  is 
particularly  pbfervable  in  his  will. 
He  has  left  to  the  Rev.  James 
Whitelaw,  vicar  of  St.  Catherine’s, 
Dilblin,  500/.  Of  this  gentleman 
his  lordfhip  knew  nothing  but  his 
virtues  and  literary  acquirements  ; 
but  to  fuch  a  man  as  Dr.  Law, 
they  were  the  bell  recommendation. 
He  had  previoufly  bellowed  upon 
him  the  living  in  the  diocefe  of 
Elphin,  held  by  the  late  Dr.  Sand- 
ford  ;  and  in  his  laft  and  tedious 
ficknefs,  was  often  heard  to  ex- 
prefs  his  fatisfaction,  that  he  lived 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  fhewing 
him  this  mark  of  his  friendfhip  and 
efteem.  To  Dr.  William  Magee, 
fenior  fellow  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  he  has  bequeathed  a  like 
fum  of  five  hundred  pounds.  This 
gentleman  had  alfo  no  recommen¬ 
dation  but  his  literary  talents. 

25.  Vifcountefs  Aftibrook. 

26.  Lady  Charlotte  Wentworth. 

28.  Lady  Elizabeth  Villiers. 

go.  At  his  feat  near  Tedding- 

ton,  aged  78.  James  Stopford,  Earl 
of  Courtown,  Vifcount  Stopford, 
Baron  of  Courtown  in  Ireland,  Ba¬ 
ron  Saltersford  in  England,  Knight 
of  St.  Patrick.  The  Earl  was 
born  May  28,  1731?  fucceeded  his 
father  Earl  James,  Jan.  12,  1770, 
appointed  an  original  knight  com¬ 
panion  of  the  order  of  St.  Patrick 
in  17S3,  a  lord  of  the  bedchamber 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  the  firft 
eftahlifhment  of  his  houfehold  ; 
treafurer  of  the  houfehold  to  his 
Majefty  in  1784;  fworn  of  the 
Privy  Council  in  England  and  Ire¬ 
land,  and  created  an  English  peer 
by  the  title  of  Baron  Saltersford, 
of  Sftltersford,  in  the  county  pala¬ 
tine  of  Chefter,  in  June  179 6. 

SirHeadfworth  Wiiliamfon.Bart. 
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GISTER,  is  10. 

Lady  Antonia  Lefiie. 

April  1.  The  Right  Hon.Cha?* 
lotte  Barbara  Villiers. 

16.  Lady  Des  Vceux* 

I  8.  Lady  Talbot. 

19.  Hon.  Robert  Walpole. 

24.  Hon.  Luke  Gardner. 

May  1.  Viscount  Royfton. 

2.  Hon.  and  Rev.  Count de  Sails. 

4.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Gunning. 

19.  After  an  illnefs  of  a  few 
hours,  aged  80.  Right  Hon. 
CharlesTownfhend,  Lord  Bayning, 
His  lordftiip  was  educated  at  Eton 
and  Cambridge  ;  and  foon  after  he 
came  of  age  was  appointed  a  fecre- 
tary  to  the  embafty  at  Madrid, 
where  he  refided  about  five  years ; 
and  then  returning  home  upon  the 
death  of  his  mother,  was  chofen 
into  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Great  Yarmouth,  Norfolk  ;  which 
he  refprefented  many  years,  and 
of  which  he  was,  in  1807,  upon 
the  death  of  his  noble  relative  the 
late  Marquis  Townftiend,  chofen 
High  Steward.  He  was  fuecef- 
fively  one  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury,  vice-treafurer  of  the 
Navy,  and  a  member  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Privy  Council,  and  Oct. 
20,  1797*  was  railed  to  the  peer¬ 
age  by  the  title  of  Baron  Bayning, 
of  Foxley,  Berks. 

21.  Lady  Mary  Knollis. 

26.  Lady  Riverfdale. 

27.  General  Hugh  Debbeig. 

28.  Lady  Chriftian  Eiikine. 

31.  Lady  Price. 

June  2.  The  Countefs  of  Rothes. 

June  4.  At  his  houfe  in  Pall 
Mall,  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Windham,  M.  P.  D.  C.  L.  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  moft  honourable  Privy 
Council,  and  a  governor  of  the 
Charter  Houfe.  Mr.  Windham  was 
defcended  from  an  ancient  and 
highly  refpebiabje  family  in  the 
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county  of  Norfolk,  where  they  had 
redded  for  federal  generations,  and 
poileifed  a  confiderable  property. 
His  father  William  Windham,  was 
one  of  the  moft  admired  characters 
of  his  time;  and,  in  17 56,  foon 
after  the  plan  of  a  National  Mili¬ 
tia  was  formed  by  Mr.  Pitt  (after¬ 
wards  Earl  of  Chatham)  this  gen¬ 
tleman,/  in  conjunction  with  the 
late  Marquis  Townfhend,  was  ex¬ 
tremely  zealous  and  active  in  pro¬ 
moting  and  carrying  into  execu¬ 
tion  thap  fcheme,  which  has  fince 
proved  fo  falutary  to  his  country. 
On  this  fubject  he  publifhed  one 
or  two  very  excellent  pamphlets. 
He  died  in  1761,  leaving  his  only 
fon,  then  eleven  years  old,  under 
the  care  of  the  executors  of  his 
will,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dampier,  then 
under  maker  of  Eton  school,  and 
Mr.  Garrick.  Mr.  Windham  was 
born  at  Felbrigge  Hall,  the  family 
feat  in  Norfolk,  in  March  1750. 
He  received  the  early  part  of  his 
education  at  Eton,  where  he  conti¬ 
nued  from  1762  to  the  autumn  of 
17 66,  when  he  removed  to  the 
Univerlity  of  Glafgow,  where  he 
refided  for  about  a  year,  in  the 
houfe  of  Dr.  Anderfon,  profelfor 
of  natural  phiiofophy ;  and  dili¬ 
gently  attended  his  lectures,  and 
thofe  of  Dr.  Robert  Simfon  pro- 
feffor  of  mathematics,  the  well- 
known  author  of  a  Treatife  on  Co¬ 
nic  Se&ipns,  and  of  other  learned 
works.  Here  firft  probably  he  be¬ 
came  fond  of  thofe  ftudies  to  which 
he  was  ever  afterwards  ftrongly 
attached.  In  September,  1767, 
he  became  a  gentleman  commoner 
of  Univerfity  College  Oxford,  Mr. 
(afterwards  Sir  Robert)  Chambers 
being  his  tutor.  During  his  aca¬ 
demic  courfe  (from  1767  to  ?  77  1 ) 
he  was  highly  diflinguiihed  for 


his  application  to  various  ftudies, 
for  his  love  of  enterprize,  for  that 
frank  and  graceful  addrefs,  and 
that  honourable  deportment,  which 
gave  a  luft  re  to  his  character  through 
every  period  of  his  life.  In  1773, 
when  he  was  but  twenty-three 
years  old,  his  love  of  adventure, 
and  his  third  of  knowledge,  indu¬ 
ced  him  to  accompany  his  friend 
Conftantine,  Lord  Mulgrave,  in  his 
voyage  towards  the  North  Pole;  but 
he  was  fo  haraffed  with  fea-fick- 
nefs,  that  he  was  under  the  necef- 
fny  of  being  landed  in  Norway, 
and  of  wholly  abandoning  his  pur- 
pofe.  In  1778,  he  became  a  ma¬ 
jor  in  the  Norfolk  Militia,  then 
quartered  at  Bury,  in  Suffolk, 
vvhere,  by  his  intrepidity  and  per- 
fonal  exertion,  he  quelled  a  dan¬ 
gerous  mutiny,  which  had  broken 
out;  notwithstanding  he  was  highly 
beloved  by  the  regiment.  On  one 
of  the  mutineers  laying  hold  of  a 
part  of  his  drefs,  he  felled  him  to 
the  ground,  and  put  him  into  con¬ 
finement  ;  and,  on  his  comrades 
afterwards  furrounding  him,  and 
infilling  on  the  releafe  of  the  de¬ 
linquent,  he  drew  his  fvvord,  and 
kept  them  at  bay,  till  a  party  of 
his  own  company  joined  and  ref- 
cued  him.  Soon  afterwards,  in 
confequence  of  his  being  obliged  to 
remain  for  feveral  hours  in  wet 
cloathes,  he  was  feiz>ed  with  a 
dangerous  bilious  fever,  which 
nearly  deprived  him  of  his  life. 
In  the  autumn  of  that  year,  partly 
with  a  view  of  reftpring  his  health, 
he  went  abroad,  and  fpent  the  two 
following  years  in  Switzerland  and 
Italy.  Previoufly  to  his  leaving 
England,  he  was  chofen  a  member 
of  the  Literary  Club,  founded  by 
Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  and  Dr.  John- 
fon  (who  had  the  greateft  efteetn 

for 
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for  Mr.  Windham)  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  engagements  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  parliamentary  bufi- 
nefs,  and  the  important  offices 
which  he  filled,  he  was  a  very  fre¬ 
quent  attendant  at  the  meeting  of 
that  refpedlable  fociety  (for  which 
he  always  expreffed  the  higheft  va¬ 
lue)  from  1781  to  near  the  time  of 
his  death.  So  early  as  the  year 
1769,  when  he  was  at  Oxford,  and 
had  not  attained  his  twentieth 
year,  the  late  Marquis  Townfhend, 
then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
whom  he  twice  vifited  during  his 
refidence  in  that  country,  offered 
him  the  office  of  his  principal  fecre- 
tary  ;  but  he  declined  it  in  a  letter 
which  is  ftill  extant,  and  which 
very  forcibly  difplays  that  excel¬ 
lent  fenfe,  and  thofe  honourable 
fentiments,  which  afterwards  uni¬ 
formly  regulated  his  conduct.  In 
1782  he  came  into  parliament, 
where  hefat  for  twenty-eight  years, 
at  firft  for  Norwich,  and  after¬ 
wards  for  various  boroughs  ;  and 
he  fo  early  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  he 
was  feledted  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  June 
1784,  to  fecond  his  motion  for  a 
reprefentation  to  his  Majefty  on 
the  date  of  the  nation.  In  the 
preceding  year,  he  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  principal  fecretary  to  the 
Earl  of  Northington,  then  confti- 
tuted  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  ; 
and  in  that  capacity  he  vifited 
Dublin  in  the  fpring  of  1785,  and 
intended  to  have  accompanied  his 
excellency  when  he  afterwards 
opened  the  feffion  of  parliament 
there  in  October ;  but  being  pre¬ 
vented  by  illnefs,  he  relinquifhed 
his  office  ;  and  his  friend  the 
honourable  Thomas  Pelham  (now 
Earl  of  Chichefter)  was  appointed 
fecretary  in  his  room.  From  the 


time  of  his  coming  into  Parliament# 
to  the  year.  1793,  he  ufually  voted 
with  the  oppofition  of  that  day  ; 
but  he  never  was  what  is  called  a 
thorough  party-man,  frequently 
deviating  from  thofe  to  whom  he 
was  generally  attached,  when,  in 
matters  of  importance,  his  confci- 
ence  directed  him  to  take  a  differ¬ 
ent  courfe  from  them  ;  on  which 
account,  his  virtues  and  talents 
were  never  rightly  appreciated  by 
perfons  of  that  defcription,  who 
frequently  on  this  ground  vainly 
attempted  to  undervalue  him.  Af¬ 
ter  the  rupture  between  Mr.  Fox 
and  Mr.  Burke,  in  confequence  of 
the  French  revolution,  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  attached  himfelf  wholly  to  the 
latter,  with  whom  he  had  for  many 
years  lived  in  the  clofeffi  intimacy  ; 
and  of  whofe  genius  and  virtues 
he  had  always  the  higheft  admira¬ 
tion.  Being,  with  him,  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  danger  then  im¬ 
pending  over  his  country,  from  the 
meafures  adopted  by  certain  daffies 
of  Englifhmen,  in  confequence  of 
that  tremendous  convulfion,  he  did 
not  hefitate  to  unite  with  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  Lord  Spencer,  and 
others,  in  accepting  offices  under  the 
adminiftration  in  which  Mr.  Pitt 
then  prefided.  On  this  arrange¬ 
ment  Mr.  Windham  was  appointed 
fecretary  at  war,  with  a  feat  in  the 
cabinet,  an  honourable  diftin&'on 
which  had  never  before  been  an¬ 
nexed  to  that  office.  This  ftation 
he  continued  to  fill  with  the  higheft 
ieputation  from  that  time  (1794) 
till  1801,  when  he,  Lord  Spencer, 
Lord  Grenville,  and  Mr.  Pitt,  re- 
figned  their  offices ;  and  fhortly 
afterwards  Mr.  Addington  (now 
Lord  Vifcount  Sidmouth)  was  ap¬ 
pointed  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
and  fir  ft  lord  of  the  treafury.  On 
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the  preliminaries  of  peace  with 
France  being  acceded  to  by  that 
ftatefman  and  his  coadjutors,  in 
1 801,  Mr.  Windham  made  his  cele¬ 
brated  fpeech  in  parliament,  which 
was  afterwards  (April,  1802)  pub- 
liftied,  with  an  appendix  containing 
a  character  of  the  prefen t  ufurper 
of  the  French  throne,  which  will 
tranfmit  to  pofterity  the  principal 
flagitious  paflages  of  his  life  up  to 
that  period,  in  the  mod  lively  co¬ 
lours.  On  Mr.  Addington  being 
driven  from  the  helm,  in  iBo^, 
principally  by  the  battery  of  Mr. 
Windham’s  eloquence,  a  new  ad- 
miniftration  was  again  formed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  which  was  diffolved  by  his 
death,  in  1806;  and  fhortly  after¬ 
wards,  on  Lord  Grenville's  accept¬ 
ing  the  office  of  firft  lord  of  the 
treafury,  Mr.  Windham  was  ap¬ 
pointed  fecretary  of  date  for  the 
war  department,  which  he  held  till 
his  Majefty,  in  the  following  year, 
thought  fit  to  conftitute  a  new  ad- 
miniftration.  During  this  period 
he  carried  into  a  law  his  bill  for 
the  limited  fervice  of  thofe  who 
enlift  in  our  regular  army  ;  a  mea* 
fure  which  will  ever  endear  his 
name  to  the  Englifh  foldiery.  The 
genius  and  talents  of  this  illuftri- 
ous  ftatefman  are  well  known  and 
univerfally  acknowledged.  He  was 
unqueftionably  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  man  of  the  prefect  time, 
and  not  inferior  in  many  refpeCL,  to 
the  moft  admired  characters  of  the 
age  that  is  juft  gone  by.  He  had 
been  in  his  earlier  years  a  very  di¬ 
ligent  ftudent,  and  was  an  excel¬ 
lent  Greek  and  Latin  fcholar.  In 
his  latter  years,  like  Burke  and 
Jdhnfon,he  was  an  excurfive  reader, 
but  gathered  a  great  variety  of 
knowledge  trom  different  books, 
and  from  occaftonally  mixing,  like 
Vol.  LI I.  or  Vol.  X.  New  S 


them,  with  very  various  ciaffes  and 
defcriptions  of  men.  His  memory 
was  moft  tenacious.  In  his  par¬ 
liamentary  fpeeches  his  principal 
objeft  always  was  to  convince 
the  underftanding  by  irrefragable 
argument,  which  he  at  the  fame 
time  enlivened  by  a  profufion  of 
imagery,  drawn  fometimes  from  the 
moft  abftrufe  parts  of  fcience,  but 
oftener  from  the  moft  familiar  ob¬ 
jects  of  common  life.  But  what 
gave  a  peculiar  luftre  to  whatever 
he  urged,  was  bis  known  and  uni- 
form  integrity,  and  a  firm  convic¬ 
tion  in  the  breafts  of  his  hearers, 
that  he  always  uttered  the  genuine 
and  difinterefted  fentiments  of  his 
heart.  His  language,  both  in  wri¬ 
ting  and  fpeaking,  was  always  Am¬ 
ple,  and  he  was  extremely  fond  of 
idiomatic  phrafes,which  he  thought 
greatly  contributed  to  preferve  the 
purity  of  our  language.  He  fur- 
veyed  every  fubject  of  importance 
with  a  philofophic  eye,  and  was 
thence  enabled  to  difcover  and  de¬ 
tect  latent  mifchief,  concealed  un¬ 
der  the  piaufible  appearance  of  pub¬ 
lic  advantage.  Hence  all  the  cla- 

mourers  for  undefined  and  imaei- 
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nary  liberty,  and  all  thofe  who 
meditate  the  fu'overfion  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  under  the  pretext  of  re¬ 
form,  fhrunk  from  his  grafp ;  and 
perfons  of  this  defcription  were  his 
only  enemies.  But  his  dauntlefs 
intrepidity,  and  his  noble  difdain 
of  vulgar  popularity,  held  upaffield 
againft  their  malice  ;  and  no  fear  of 
confequences  ever  drove  him  from 
that  manly  and  honourable  courfe, 
which  the  reClitude  and  purity  of  his 
mind  induced  him  to  purfue.  As 
an  orator,  he  was  Ample,  elegant, 
prompt,  and  graceful.  His  genius 
was  fo  fertile,  and  his  reading  fo 
extenfive,  that  there  were  few  fub- 
ries.  [  D  d]  jeCls 
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jeds  on  which  he  could  not  in- 
ftrud,  amufe,  and  perfuade.  He 
was  frequently  (as  has  juftly  been 
observed)  “  at  once  entertaining 
and  abftrufe,  drawing  illuft  rations 
pronaifcuoufly  from  familiar  life, 
and  the  recondite  parts  of  fcience  ; 
nor  was  it  unufual  to  hear  him 
through  three  adjoining  fentences, 
in  the  firft  witty,  in  the  fecond  me- 
taphyfical,  and  in  the  laft  fcholaf- 
tic.,>  But  his  eloquence  derived 
its  principal  power  from  the  quick* 
nefs  of  his  apprehenfion,  and  the 
phiiofophical  profundity  of  his- 
mind.  Of  this  his  fpeech  on  Mr, 
Curwen’s  bill  (May,  1809)  is  an 
eminent  indance;  for  it  unques¬ 
tionably  contains  more  moral  and 
political  wifdom  than  is  found  in 
any  fimilar  performance  which  has 
appeared  fince  the  death  of  Mr. 
Burke,  and  may  be  placed  on  the 
fame  platform  with  the  mod  admired 
produdions  of  that  diftinguifhed 
orator.  In  private  life  no  man 
perhaps  of  any  age  had  a  greater 
number  of  zealous  friends  and  ad¬ 
mirers.  In  addition  to  his  extraor¬ 
dinary  talentsand  accomplifhments, 
the  grace  and  happinefs  of  his  ad* 
drefs  and  manner  gave  an  irrefiftible 
charm  to  his  converfation  ;  and  few 
it  is  believed,  of  either  fex  (for  his 
addrefs  to  the  ladies  was  inimitably 
elegant  and  graceful)  ever  partook 
of  his  fociety  without  pleafure  and 
admiration,  or  quitted  it  without 
regret.  His  brilliant  imagination, 
his  various  knowledge,  his  acute- 
nefs,  his  good  take,  his  wit,  his 
dignity  of  fentiment,  and  his  gen¬ 
tleness  of  manner  (for  he  never  was 
loud  or  intemperate)  made  him  uni- 
verfally  admired  and  refped^d.  To 
crown  all  thefe  virtues  and  accom¬ 
plifhments,  it  may  be  added,  that 
he  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  life, 


the  lefifer  as  \yell  as  the  greateft, 
with  the  moft  fcrupuloixs  attention  ; 
and  was  always  particularly  ardent 
in  vindicating  the  caufe  ofopprefted 
merit.  But  his  beft  eulogy  is  the 
general  fentiment  of  forrow  which 
agitated  every  bofom  on  the  fudden 
and  unexpected  ftroke  which  ter¬ 
minated  in  his  death.  During  the 
nineteen  days  of  his  ficknefs,  his 
hall  was  daily  vifited  by  feveral 
hundred  fucceflive  enquirers  con¬ 
cerning  the  ft  ate  of  his  health  ; 
and  that  part  of  Pall  Mall,  in  which 
his  houfe  was  fituated,  was  throng¬ 
ed  with  carriages  filled  with  ladies, 
whom  a  fimilar  anxiety  brought  to 
hi-s  door.  Every  morning,  and  alfo 
at  a  late  hour  every  evening,  when 
his  phyficians  and  furgeons  attend¬ 
ed,  feveral  apartments  in  his  houfe 
were  filled  with  friends,  who  anx- 
ioufly  waited  to  receive  the  lateft 
and  moft  accurate  accounts  of  the 
.progrefs  or  abatement  of  his  dis¬ 
order.  This  Sympathetic  feeling 
extended  almoft  through  every 
clafs,  and  even  reached  the  throne, 
for  his  Majefty  frequently  enquired 
concerning  the  ftate  of  his  health, 
pronouncing  on  him  this  high  eu¬ 
logy,  that  if  he  was  a  genuine  pa¬ 
triot,  and  a  truly  honeft  man.”  Of 
the  fatal  malady  which  put  an  end 
to  his  invaluable  life,  fuch  erro¬ 
neous  accounts  have  been  publilhed 
in  the  newfpapers,  that  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  give  an  accurate 
ftatement  of  that  moft  diftrefsful 
event.  A  n  idle  ftory  has  been  pro¬ 
pagated,  that  the  Hon.  Frederick 
North  on  his  laft  going  abroad, 
left  his  library  and  MSS.  in  the  care 
of  Mr.  Windham,  and  had  requeft-^ 
ed  him  to  remove  his  books  to 
Mr.  Windham’s  houfe  in  Pall  Mall ; 
that  he  had  negleded  this  charge, 
and  thence  had  the  ftronger  in¬ 
ducement 
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tlacerrient  to  exert  himfelf  to  fave 
them.  In  all  this  circuraffantial 
detail  there  is  not  one  word  of 
truth.  The  fad  is,  that  on  the 
8th  of  laft  July,  Mr.  Windham  re¬ 
turning  on  foot  at  twelve  o’clock 
at  night  from  the  houfe  of  a  friend^ 
as  he  palled  by  the  end  of  Conduit 
Street,  law  a  houfe  On  fire,  and, 
with  the  fame  gallantry  of  fpirit 
which  on  a  former  occalion  in¬ 
duced  him  to  exert  himfelf  to  fave 
a  part  of  the  venerable  Abbey  of 
Weftminffer  from  deftrudion,  he 
inftantly  haftened  to  the  fpot,  with 
a  view  to  afiift  the  fufferers ;  and 
foon  obferved  that  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  North  was  not  far  diffant  from 
that  which  was  then  on  fire.  He 
therefore  immediately  undertook 
to  fave  his  friend’s  library,  which 
he  knew  to  be  very  valuable.  With 
the  moll  ftrenuous  activity  he  ex¬ 
erted  himfelf  for  four  hours,  in  the 
thidff  of  rain  and  the  playing  of 
the  fire  engines,  with  fuch  effect* 
that  with  the  afiillance  of  two  or 
three  perfons  whom  he  had  (elect¬ 
ed  from  the  croud  affembled  on 
this  occafion,  he  faved  four  parts 
out  of  five  of  the  library  ;  and  be¬ 
fore  they  could  empty  the  fifth 
took  room,  the  houfe  took  fire. 
The  books  were  immediately  re¬ 
moved,  not  to  Mr.  Windham’s 
houfe,  but  to  the  houfes  of  the  op- 
pofite  neighbours,  who  took  great 
care  of  them.  In  removing  fome 
heavy  volumes  he  accidentally  fell* 
and  fuffered  a  flight  contufion  on 
the  hip  ;  but  it  made  fo  little  im- 
preffion  on  his  mind*  that,  not  be¬ 
ing  apt  to  complain  of  any  diltrefs 
belonging  to  himfelf,  in  giving  an 
account  of  the  tranfadion  the  next 
day,  he  did  not  even  mention  this 
circumftance,  nor  for  fome  months 
did  he  take  notice  of  it  to  any 
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friend.  When  he  afterwards  did 
mention  it,  it  was  in  fo  flight  a 
manner  that  it  hardly  at  traded 
any  attention  from  thofe  who  loved 
him  beft„  By  this  accident,  how¬ 
ever,  an  indolent  ineylied  tumour 
was  formed  in  the  part  affeded. 
For  fevefal  months  it  was  attended 
with  no  pain  whatfoever;  yet  even 
in  that  Hate  he  had  medical  advice, 
and  fome  flight  applications  were 
employed,  with  rio  great  effect. 
At  length,  about  the  beginning  of 
May,  the  tumour  began  to  increafe* 
and  in  certain  pofitions  of  the  body 
to  give  him  fome  little  pain  ;  and 
on  mentioning  thefe  circumffances 
to  a  friend,  he  ftrongly  exhorted 
him  to  have  the  beft  fu rgical  ad¬ 
vice.  Accordingly,  on  the  next 
day,  the  6th  of  May*  Mr.  Cline* 
who  had  been  confulted  about  two 
months  before,  was  again  called  in* 
to  view  the  part  affeded  ;  and  he 
then  pronounced  the  tumour  to  be 
of  fuch  a  nature,  that  Mr.  Wind” 
ham’s  life  might  be  endangered  if 
it  was  not  cut  out.  In  confequence 
of  this  decifion,  Mr.  Windham 
aded  With  the  utmoft  prudence, 
propriety  and  fortitude.  He  firff 
confulted  his  own  phyfician.  Dr. 
Blane,  who  coincided  in  opinion 
with  Mr.  Cline.  He  then  refolved, 
before  he  fubmitted  to  the  opera¬ 
tion,  to  confult  fix  eminent  fur- 
geons  feparately,  befides  Mr. 
Cline ;  Dr.  Blane  having  pre- 
vioufly  given  all  of  them  (except 
one,  who,  it  is  believed,  was  con¬ 
fulted  without  his  knowledge^  an 
accurate  account  of  his  conftitU” 
tion  and  habit  of  body  ;  and  four 
out  of  the  fix  thus  confulted,  were 
decidedly  of  the  fame  opinion  with 
Mr.  .Cline  :  that  is,  five  were 
clearly  for  the  operation,  and  two 
againft  it.  Mr.  Windham*  hav¬ 
ing- 
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ing  taken  thefe  precautions,  a&ed 
as  every  wife  man  would  have  done, 
and  refolved  to  fubmit  to  the  ope¬ 
ration.  And  fo  far  was  he  from 
rafhnefs  and  precipitation,  which 
have  been  molt  untruly  imputed  to 
him,  that  after  thefe  opinions  were 
obtained,  Dr.  Baillie,  whofe  great 
anatomical  {kill  is  univerfally  ac¬ 
knowledged,  was  alfo  confulted  ; 
and  he  too  agreed  in  opinion  with 
Dr.  Biane,  and  the  five  furgeons 
already  alluded  to.  With  manly 
fortitude  he  now  prepared  to  fub¬ 
mit  to  the  requifite  operation  ; 
and,  after  making  a  codicil  to  his 
will,  he  vifited  his  friend  and  con¬ 
temporary  at  Oxford,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Filher,  Mailer  of  the  Char- 
ter-houfe ;  and,  as  appears  from 
one  of  his  diaries,  received  the 
facrament  from  his  hands,  Mrs. 
Filher  being  the  only  other  com¬ 
municant.  tie  bore  the  operation 
with  the  moil  heroic  fortitude ;  and 
even  when  the  pain  was  moil  ex- 
quifite,  exhibited  a  vivid  proof  of 
the  ftrength  of  his  mind,  by  a  play¬ 
ful  allufion  to  the  language  of  the 
vulgar  in  fimilar  fituations.  With 
the  moft  kind  and  anxious  tender- 
nefs  he  had  taken  care  that  Mrs. 
Windham,  who  was  in  the  country 
at  this  time,  Ihould  not  have  the 
flighted:  fufpicion  of  what  was  go¬ 
ing  on  ;  nor  was  fhe  apprifed  of 
the  operation,  till,  on  her  arrival 
in  town  on  the  1 8th  of  May,  fhe 
was  informed  that  it  had  been  fuc- 
cefsfully  performed  on  the  preced¬ 
ing  day.  But,  unhappily,  very  foon 
afterwards  appearances  were  fuch 
as  gave  very  little  ground  for  hope. 
A  morbid  ichor  appeared,  attended 
with  a  general  inflammation,  and 
with  two  abfceffes  ;  and  the  wound 
never  fuppurated.  A  fever  enfued, 
of  courfc  ;  but  it  was  idle  to  fup- 


pofe  that  this  was  the  malady  whiehr 
proved  fatal,  it  being  merely  fymp- 
tomatic  :  and  equally  unfounded 
is  the  current  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Windham’s  rnoft  valuable  life  was 
facrificed  to  this  operation ;  for 
the  tumour  itfelf  was  found  to  be 
of  a  fchirrous  nature,  and  fully 
juftifies  the  decifion  that  was  made  ; 
and  the  Hate  of  his  whole  frame 
fhews  that  his  death  was  owing  to 
a  morbid  habit,  and  not  to  the 
operation.  Had  it  been  deferred 
for  a  month  longer,  it  would  ftill 
have  been  neceffary  ;  it  would  have 
been  performed  at  a  lefs  proper 
time,  and  have  been  attended, 
meanwhile,  with  the  moft  diftrefs- 
ful  circumftances.  Having  never 
been  guilty  of  exceffes  in  his  youth, 
and  having  all  his  life  been  ex¬ 
tremely  moderate  both  in  eating 
and  the  ufe  of  wine,  that  his  con- 
ftitution  fhould  have  been  thus 
fuddenly  undermined  is  moft  ex¬ 
traordinary'.  For  feveral  days 
previous  to  his  death  he  feemed  to 
entertain  little  hope  of  life,  fub- 
mitting  to  Divine  Providence  with 
perfect  calmnefs  and  refignation. 
On  the  night  preceding  his  de- 
ceafe,  on  the  attending  furgeon, 
Mr.  Lynn,  placing  him  in  the 
moft  favourable  fituation  for  fleep> 
he  faid,  ((  I  thank  you  ;  this  is 
the  laft  trouble  I  fhall  give  you 
he  then  fell  into  a  doze,  or  ftupor, 
and  the  next  morning  (June  4)  he 
expired,  with  fo  little  pain,  that 
it  was  fcarcely  perceived  when  he 
drew  his  laft  Breath.  Great  as 
his  lofs  is  to  his  country  and  to  his 
friends,  it  is  fome  confolation  that 
he  died  in  the  full  maturity  of  his 
fame,  and  has  left  behind  him  an 
imperifhable  reputation.  In  1798, 
Mr.  Windham  married  Cecilia,  the 
third  daughter  of  the  late  Commo- 
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tnodore  For  reft,  a  lady  whofe  vir¬ 
tues  are  above  all  praife,  and  whofe 
attainments,  joined  with  the  molt 
amiable  manners  and  fweeteft  dif. 
pofition,  rendered  her  a  fuitable 
companion  for  one  of  the  mod  dif. 
tinguifhed  characters  of  Ins  time. 
Hi  s  remains  were  removed  from  his 
honfe  in  Pall  Mall,  June  8,  for  the 
family-vault  at  Felbrigge,  at¬ 
tended  by  his  nephew,  Robert  Lu¬ 
kin,  Efq.  and  Edward  Byng,  Efq 
nephew  to  Mrs.  Windham. 

21.  Dowager  Lady  Buller. 

22.  The  Countefs  of  Elgin  and 
Kincardine. 

24.  General  Lord  Southampton. 

27.  Rev.  Sir  F.  Filmer,  Bart. 

July  19.  At  Hohenzierletz, 
the  country  feat  of  the  Duke  of 
Mecklenburgh-Streiitz,  after  a  fe- 
vere  illnefs,  which  commenced 
June  30,  arifing  from  an  abfcefs  in 
the  lungs,  Louifa  Augufta  Wil- 
helmina  Amelia,  Queen  of  Pruffia. 
Her  majefty  was  the  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Meck- 
lenburg-Strelitz,  and  niece  of  our 
moft  gracious  Queen.  She  was 
born  March  10,  17765  and  mar¬ 
ried,  Dec.  24,  1793,  to  the 

Prince  Royal  of  Pruffia,  now  King  5 
and  has  left  fix  children  to  lament 
the  lofs  of  fogood  a  parent.  The 
eldeft,  the  Prince  Royal,  is  in  his 
15th  year;  the  youngeft,  born  at 
Koningfberg,  lince  the  peace  of 
Tilfit,  only  18  months.  She  has 
been  allowed  to  have  been  one  of 
the  moft  beautiful  women  in  the 
world. 

22.  Hon.  and  Rev.  T.  W.  Ne¬ 
ville. 

Admiral  Sir  George  Young. 

Sir  John  Dutton  Colt,  Bart. 

23.  At  Sarlby  Hall,  near  Baw- 
try,  Notts,  Right  Hon.  Robert 
Monckton  Arundel,  Vifcount 


Galway,  Baron  of  Rillard,  co. 
Clare,  one  of  his  Majefty ’s  moft 
honourable  privy  council,  K.  B. 
His  lordftiip  was  born  July  4, 
1752  ;  fucceeded  his  brother  Henry 
William,  March  2,  1774. 

Auguft  3.  Gen.  Charles  Vernon. 

51.  Lady  Mi'ldmay. 

8.  At  Berkeley-caftle,  Gleucef- 
terfhire.  Right  Hon.  Frederick 
Anguftus  Earl  Berkeley,  Vifcount 
Durftey,  and  Baron  Berkeley,  lord 
lieutenant  and  cuft-os  rotulorum  of 
the  county  of  Gloucefter,  and  of 
the  county  and  city  of  Briftol, 
keeper  of  St.  Briavai's  caftle,  in 
the  foreft  of  Dean,  high  fteward 
of  the  city  of  Gloucefter,  and  Co¬ 
lonel  of  the  South  Gloucefter  mi¬ 
litia.  His  Lordftiip  was  born  May- 
24,  1745,  and  fucceeded  to  the 
title,  J  an.  9,  1775.  He  married 
Mary,  the  daughter  of  William 
Cole,  Efq,  of  Northamptonftiire, 
and  has  left  iffue  William  Frede¬ 
rick  Fitzharding,  (Vifcount  Durf- 
ley),  now  Earl  of  Berkeley. 

Emma,  Vifcountefs  Dserhurft. 

9.  Hon.  Catharine  Ifabella  Van- 
fittarr. 

11,  At  St.  Alban's,  where  he 
had  been  fi  ve-and-forty  years  un¬ 
der  the  late  Dr.  Cotton,  and  his 
fueceffor  Dr.  Pellet,  aged  74,  the 
Right  Hon.  Borlafe  Cockayne, 
Lord  Vifcount  Cullen,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland :  his  only  half- 
brother,  William,  having  died 
without  male-iffue  8th  of  Octo¬ 
ber  la-ft,  the  title  is  fuppofed  to 
be  extinCt,  as  there  are  not  known 
to  be  any  male  defendants  of  the 
earlier  peers  furviving.  He  was 
to  be  buried  with  his  anceftors  at 
Rufhton,  in  Northamptonftiire. 

12.  The  Duchefs  Dowager  of 
Mecklenburgh  Schwerin. 

22.  Lady  Hawke. 

[  D  d  3]  2  2.  Lady 
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21.  Lady  Hayward. 

2 6.  Sir  Alexander  Munro,  Bart. 

Sir  Ralph  W oodford,  Bart. 

Countefs  of  Rofslyn. 

28.  The  Earl  of  Moray. 

30.  At  Vienna,  the  celebrated 
Qoant  Philip  de  Cobentzel.  He 
has  left  the  bulk  of  his  property, 
amounting  to  near  four  millions  of 
florins,  to  his  nephew  Count  Co- 
vongj  on  condition  of  his  taking 
the  name  of  Cobentzel. 

September  3.  The  Hem.  Ed¬ 
ward  Bouverie. 

6.  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  Bart, 

8.  The  Hon.  George  Boyle. 

ti.  At  Lee,  Kent,  aged  7 4, 
Sir  Francis  Baring,  Bart,  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  and  formerly  M.  P.  for 
Taunton.  He  was  of  a  Devon¬ 
shire  family ;  came  to  London 
early  in  life,  and  ftudied  mercan¬ 
tile  affairs,  if  we  miftake  not,  in 
the  houfe  of  Boehm.  His  talents  were 
of  a  very  fuperior  caff  and  highly 
improved  by  reading.  Few  men  un- 
derftood  the  real  interefts  of  trade 
better  ;  and  it  may  furely  be  added, 
few  men  ever  arrived  at  the  higheft 
rank  and  honour  of  commercial 
life  with  more  unfullied  integrity. 
At  his  death  he  was  unqueftionably 
the  firft  merchant  in  Europe  ;  firft 
in  knowledge  and  talents,  and  firft 
in  character  and  opulence.  His 
name  was  known  and  refpe&ed  in 
every  commercial  quarter  of  the 
globe ;  and  by  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  and  other  public,  trad¬ 
ing  bodies,  he  was  confulted  as  a 
man  of  confutnmate  knowledge, 
and  inflexible  honour. 

23.  Sir  Thomas  Judkin  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  Bart,  of  Lifbecn,  co.  Tip¬ 
perary,  and  high  ffierifF  of  the 
county  at  the  awful  period  of  the 
rebellion.  On  the  character  of 


Sir  Thomas  it  is  needlefs  to  expa¬ 
tiate  ,  fuch  as  it  was,  he  was  the 
architect  of  it  himfelf ;  and  he 
imprinted  its  chara&ers  long  fince 
on  the  bleeding  backs  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen  ;  with  what  juftice  and 
diferimination  may  be  appreciated 
by  ftating,  that  it  required  a  fpe- 
cial  aT  of  indemnity  of  the  Irifti 
parliament  to  fave  him  from  ampls 
pecuniary  retribution. 

29.  Lady  Ogilvy. 

O&ober  7.  Hon.  Anne  Henley 
Ongley. 

17.  Lady  Bland  Burgefs. 

Rev.  Sir  Charles  Jacob,  Bart. 

21.  Sir  James  Hay,  Bart. 

29.  At  Brandon  Houfe,  near 
Coventry,  in  his  30th  year,  the 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Yelverton, 
Lord  Grey  de  Ruthyn,  Baron 
Haftings,  Wyford,  and  Valance, 
lieut.-col.  commandant  of  the  9th. 
reg.  of  Warwickfhire  militia,  and 
an  active  magiftrate  for  the  county 
of  Warwick.  His  lordfhip  was 
born  Sept.  8,  1780,  the  fop  of 
Edward  Thoroton  Gould,  Efq.  of 
Nottinghamfhire,  by  the  late  Lady 
Barbara  Yelverton,  who  died  in 
1781,  foie  daughter  and  heir  of 
Henry  Yelverton,  third  and  laft 
Earl  of  Suffex,  who  died  April 
22,  1  799. 

November  2.  At  his  feat  in 
Cornwall,  whither  he  had  gone 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  the 
Right  Hon.  George  Legge,  third 
Earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  Vifccunt 
of  Levvifham,  lord  chamberlain  to 
his  Majefty,  King  George.  His 
lordfhip  was  born,  Oft.  3,  1  755; 
was  educated  at  Chrift  Church, 
and  obtained  the  degree  of  M.  A. 
in  1775.  In  1775,  he  was  re¬ 
turned  M.  P,  for  Plymouth,  in 
1780,  for  Staffordfhire  ;  and  two 
years  after,  was  appointed  one  of 
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the  lords  of  the  bedchamber  to  the 
Pi  ince  of  Wales;  and  in  1789, 
lord  warden  of  the  Stanneries. 
While  he  was  member  for  StafFord- 
fhire,  lie  fuppor'ted  the  coalition 
admipiftration,  and  voted  for  Mr. 
Fox’s  India  Bill;  and  in  1783, 
was  nominated  one  of  the  commif- 
foners  of  Mr.  Fox’s  new  Board 
of  Admiralty,  who  were  to  be 
a  (lifted  by  a  fubordinate  board  of 
nine  directors.  He  was  called  up 
to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  as  Baron 
Dartmouth,  June  16,  1801,  dur¬ 
ing  the  life  of  his  father  ;  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  in  the  earldom, 
July  15,  and  was  appointed  prefu 
dent  of  the  board  of  controul  in  the 
fame  year.  He  was  appointed 
lord  fteward  of  his  Ma  jelly’s 
houfehold,  in  1S02,  and  lord 
chamberlain,  1804.  In  the  fum- 
mer  of  1807,  he  refigned  the  co¬ 
lonelcy  of  the  Royal  Birmingham 
Volunteers,  on  account  of  ill- 
health.  His  lordlhip  was  much 
beloved,  and  inherited  the  amiable 
qualities  of  his  family,  for  which 
they  were  diftinguifhed  from  the 
time  of  (<  honeft  Will  Legge,”  as 
King  Charles  I.  called  him.  He 
married  Sept.  24,  1782,  Lady 
Francis  Finch,  filter  to  the  Earl 
of  Aylesford,  by  whom  he  has 
left  a  numerous  family. 

13.  At  Hartwell,  of  a  dropfy, 
alter  having  lingered  feveral  years 
in  a  very  bad  Hate  of  health,  her 
molt  Chriltian  Majelty,  Maria 
Jofephine  Louifa  de  Savoie,  Coun- 
tefs  de  Lille,  confort  of  Louis 
XVIII.  She  difplayed  in  her 
laft  moments  that  hrmncfs,  piety, 
and  relignation,  which  are  the 
charafteriltics  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.  Her  Majefty’s  death¬ 
bed  was  attended  by  the  Count 
de  Lille,  and  all  the  princes  and 
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princefles  of  the  royal  blood,  of 
whom  fhe  took  the  moil  affec¬ 
tionate  leave.  On  Sunday  25th, 
her  remains  were  brought  to  the 
French  Catholic  chapel,  in  Little 
Ring-ftreet,  Portman-fquare. 

15.  Right  Hon.  Mary  Verney, 
Baronefs  Fermanagh. 

23.  General  Peter  Craig. 

26.  Lady  Edward  O’Bryen. 

28.  Lord  Cullen. 

30.  Rowland  Belafyfe,  Vif- 
count  Fauconberg. 

December  5.  Suddenly,  at 
Croom’s-hill,  Greenwich,  Kent, 
in  his  45th  year,  the  Right  Hon. 
Frederick  Wm.  Ginkell,  Earl  of 
Athlone,  Vifcount  Aghrim,  and 
Baron  of  Ballymore.  This  truly 
amiable  and  unfortunate  nobleman 
had  for  fome  years  been  aftii&ed 
with  an  incurable  malady,  which 
has,  fince  his  death,  been  afcer- 
tained  to  have  proceeded  from  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  head. 

20.  Lady  Eaft. 

22.  Hon.  Mr.  Markham. 

23.  At  his  houfe  in  Piccadilly, 
in  his  86th  year,  the  Right  Hon. 
James  Douglas,  Duke  of  Oueenf- 
berry.  His  grace  had  been  for 
fome  days  affli&ed  with  a  fevere 
flux,  which  all  the  powers  of  me¬ 
dicine  could  not  check.  He  was 
appointed  lord  of  the  bedchamber 
to  his  Majefty  on  his  coming  to 
the  throne  ;  but  in  confequence  of 
the  part  he  took  in  the  queftion  of 
regency,  in  1789,  his  name  is  not 
to  be  feen  in  the  royal  houfehold 
after  that  period.  He  was  inverted 
with  the  green  ribbon,  in  1764, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
the  fenior  knight  of  the  order  of 
the  thiftle.  He  fucceeded  to  the 
dukedom  of  Queen Iberry  in  1778  ; 
and  was  created  an  Englifh  peer  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Douglas,  of 

Ameibury 


424]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


Amelbury,  Auguft  8,  1786.  He 
was  never  married. 

24.  Lady  Webfter,  Battle  Ab¬ 
bey. 


SHERIFFS,  appointed  by  his  Ma - 
jejiy  in  Council ,  for  the  Year  1810. 

Bedford/hire.  Sir  Gregory  Of- 
borne  Turner,  of  Battlefden,  Bart. 

Berk/hire.  Peter  Green,  of 
Cookham,  Efq. 

Buckinghamjhire.  John  Ay  ton, 
of  Miftenden  Abbey,  Efq. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdonjhire 
George  William  Leeds,  of  Crox- 
ton,  Efq. 

Chejhire .  Thomas  Brook  of 
Church  Minfhull,  Efq. 

Cumberland.  Sir  Hen.  Hetcher 
of  Clea  Hall,  Bart. 

Derby, (hire.  John  Crompton,  of 
Derby,  Efq. 

De<vonJhire.  Sir  Maffeh  Manaf- 
feh  Lopez,  of  Marifton,  Bart. 

Dorfetjhire.  H.  Seymour,  of 
Hanford,  Efq. 

EJfex.  John  Rigg,  of  Waltham- 
flow,  Efq. 

Glouceflerjhire.  P,  Wathen,  of 
Lypiat  Park,  Efq. 

Herefordjhire .  Rob.  Higginfon, 
of  Birchmill  Park,  Efq. 

Hertfordjhire .  Thos.  Howarth, 
of  Boreham  Lodge,  Efq. 

Kent.  James  Burton,  of  Mable- 
don,  Efq. 

Lancajhire .  W.  Hulton,  of  Hul- 
ton,  Efq. 

Leicejlerjhire.  The  Hon.  Thos. 
Bowes,  of  Hingham  on  the  Hill. 

Lincolnjhire .  Edm.  Turner,  of 
Panton,  Efq. 

Monmouthjhirc .  Thomas  Pil- 

kington,  ot  Hillfton,  Efq. 

Norfolk.  Nath.  Micklethwaite, 
©f  Beefton,  Efq. 


Northampton/hire.  Wm,  Saw* 
bridge,  of  Ealt  Haddon,  Efq. 

Northumberland John  Read,  of 
Chipchafe  Caftle,  Efq. 

Nottingham.  Jn.  Chaworth,  of 
Anfley,  Efq. 

Oxfordjhire.  Wm.  Henry  Afh- 
urft,  of  Waterftock,  Efq. 

Rutlandjhire .  Wm.  Gillfon,  of 
Wing,  Efq. 

Shropjhire.  William  Lloyd,  of 
A  ft  on,  Efq. 

Somerfetfhire.  Thomas  Strange- 
ways  Horner,  of  Wells,  Efq. 

County  of  Southampton .  Sir 
James  Whatley  Smith  Gardner,  of 
Roche  Court,  Bart. 

Stajfordjhire.  Henry  Webb,  of 
Forebridge,  Efq. 

Suffolk .  Jofli.  Grigby,  of Drink- 
ftone,  Efq. 

Surrey.  Henry  Edmund  Auf- 
ten,  of  Shalford  Houfe,  Efq. 

Suffex.  Rich.  Wyatt,  of  Court- 
wick,  Efq. 

Wanwickfhire.  James  Weft,  of 
Arlefcote,  Efq. 

Wiltjhire .  Abra.  Ludlow,  of 
Hey  wood,  Efq. 

W or cefterfhire.  Jofeph  Smith,  of 
Sion- hill,  Efq. 

Y orkjhire .  Thomas  Wynne  Bel- 
lafyfe,  of  Newburgh  Abbey,  Efq. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Carmarthenshire.  Wm.  M‘Clary, 
of  Manerfabon,  Efq, 

Pembroke.  John  Myrehoufe,  of 
Brownflade,  Efq. 

Cardigan.  Wm.  Edw.  Powell, 
of  Nanteos,  Efq. 

Glamorgan .  Thos,  Lockwood, 
of  Dan-y-graig,  Efq, 

Brecon.  James  Jones,  of  Llan. 
thomas,  Efq. 

Radnor.  Harley  James  Hague, 
of  Bailey-houfe,  Efq. 
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NORTH  WALES. 

Merioneth .  J.  Davies,  of  Aberl- 
lefoni,  Efq. 

Carnarvonshire,  Humph.  Row¬ 
land  Jones,  of  Yftimyllyn,  Efq. 

■Anglefey .  Hugh  Evans,  of 

Houblas,  Efq. 

Montgomeryjhire ,  John  Owen 
Herbert,  of  Dalforgan,  Efq. 

Denbigh/hire,  Richard  Lloyd, 
of  Branhaelog,  Efq. 
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Flintshire,  Francis  Rich.  Price, 
of  Brynypys,  Efq. 
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SHERIFF  appointed,  by  his  Royal 
Htghnefs  the  Prince  of  Walesy  in 
Council ,  for  the  Year  1810. 

Cornwall,  Rd.  Oxnam,  of  Pen¬ 
zance,  Efq. 


( 


I 


3 


/  *  ■  , 

V 

APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


Admiralty-Office,  February  13. 

f)  if  patches  of  which  the  following  are 
copies y  have  been  received,  at  this 
office  by  John  Wilfon  Croker ,  efq. 
from  Vice-Admiral  Bertie ,  comman¬ 
der -in- chief  of  his  Majefty*  s  fhips 
and  veffels  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope ,  addreffed  to  the  Hon.  W. 
Well  fey  Pole.  Admiral  Bertie*  s 
1  letter ,  dated  on  board  La  B  our  bo - 
naife,  Table  Bay,  Nov .  16,  1809* 
contains  the  following  difpatches. 

Raifonahle ,  St.  Paul’s  Road, 
Sept .  29,  1809. 

“  Sir, 

AVING  acquainted  you, 
by  my  letter  of  the  28th 
Auguft,  with  the  reafon  which  in¬ 
duced  me  to  requeft:  the  afliftance 
of  Lieut. -Col.  Keating,  command¬ 
ing  the  troops  at  Roderiquez,  to  co¬ 
operate  with  his  Majefty?s  fhips  in 
an  attack  on  St.  PauPs,  I  have  now 
further  to  acquaint  you,  that  being 
joined  by  the  Nereide,  Otter,  and 
Wafp  fchooner,  having  on  board 
a  detachment  of  the  56th  regiment, 
and  of  the  2d  regiment  native  in¬ 
fantry,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
368  men,  under  the  command  of 
Lieut. -Col.  Keating,  and  the  Si¬ 
rius  having  joined,  we  proceeded 
at  duJk  on  the  evening  of  the  20th 


for  the  Hie  of  Bourbon  ;  the  force 
intended  to  be  landed  were  the  de¬ 
tachment  of  his  Majefty’s  and 
company’s  troops,  reinforced  by 
the  marines  of  the  fquadron,  and  a 
party  of  about  100  feainen  from 
this  (hip  and  the  Otter,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Willoughby, 
whofe  zeal  induced  him  to  volunteer 
the  command  of  fo  fmall  a  party. 
As  fecrecy  and  difpatch  were  eflen- 
tial  to  thefuccefs  of  the  expedition, 
the  whole  of  this  force,  amounting 
to  604,  were  embarked  with  five 
additional  boats  on  board  the  Ne¬ 
reide,  Captain  Corbet,  who,  from 
his  perfect  acquaintance  of  thecoall, 
as  well  as  his  known  lkill  and  ac¬ 
tivity,  was  intruded  with  this  im¬ 
portant  fervice. 

((  On  our  approach  towards  the 
bay  of  St.  Paul’s,  to  prevent  fufpi- 
cion,  the  Nereide  preceded  the 
other  fhips,  and  being  anchored 
clofe  to  the  beach,  the  whole  of 
the  detachment  were  landed  with 
the  greateft  celerity,  without  any 
alarm  being  given  to  the  enemy, 
and  proceeded  towards  the  batteries, 
which  were  fuccefiively  ftormed 
and  carried  with  the  greateft  gal¬ 
lantry,  and  feveral  of  the  guns 
pointed  on  the  (hips  in  the  roads. 
In  the  mean  time  the  fquadron 
Hood  into  the  bay,  and,  according 

to 
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to  the  plan  agreed  upon,  when  the 
movements  of  the  troops  enabled 
them  to  ad,  opened  their  fire  on 
the  (hipping,  which  was  warmly- 
returned  by  La  Caroline  frigate, 
the  Indiamen  her  prizes,  and  thofe 
batteries  which,  from  their  diftance 
from  the  firft  point  of  attack,  were 
enabled  to  continue  their  fire  ;  but 
thefe  being  finally  carried,  our 
(hips  preparing  to  anchor,  and  the 
Sirius  having  already  taken  a  clofe 
raking  pofition  a -head  of  La  Caro* 
line,  they  found  it  neceflary  to 
furrender,  having  made  an  honour¬ 
able  refiftance,  and  by  nine  o’clock 
[the  whole  of  the  batterie*s,  town, 
and  dripping  were  in  poflefiion  of 
his  Majefiy’s  troops  and  fquadron. 

“  The  fqqadron  having  anchored 
in  the  roads  clofe  off  the  town  of 
St.  Paul’s,  immediate  exertions 
were  made  to  fecure  La  Caroline 
and  the  red  of  the  (hipping,  whofe 
cabjes  being  cut  had  drifted  on 
ihc#e,  and  they  were  hove  off  with¬ 
out  material  injury. 

“  The  guns  and  mortars  at  the 
different  batteries  and  on  the  beach 
being  fpiked,  their  carriages  burnt 
or  dedroyed,  and  magazines  blown 
pp,  under  the  directions  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Willoughby,  the  whole  of  the 
troops,  marines,  and  feamen,  were 
embarked  foon  after  dark  on  board 
of  the  different  (hips.  Thus,  fir, 
have  we  completely  fucceeded  in 
the  obje&s  of  the  expedition,  by 
the  capture  of  the  enemy's  (nipping, 
the  deflruCiion  of  all  the  defences 
of  the  only  fafe  anchorage  in  the 
idand,  and  which  has  always  been 
a  place  of  fhelter  for  their  cruizers 
and  prizes  when  prevented  from  en¬ 
tering  the  ports  of  the  Iile  of 
France,  befides  the  refcue  of  pro¬ 
perty  to  an  immenfe  amount  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  It  is  im- 


podible  for  me  to  do  judice  to,  of 
fufiiciently  exprefs  the  high  fenfe  I 
entertain  of,  the  gallantry  and 
(kill  of  Lieut.-CoJ.  Keatin?,  which 

O  7 

were  equally  confpicuous  in  plan¬ 
ning  and  conducting  this  affair ; 
and  the  bravery  (hewn  by  the  troops 
in  fuccedively  carrying  the  batte¬ 
ries,  was  eminently  didinguidied/' 
[Captain  Rowley  then  refers  for 
the  details  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Keating’s  letter,  refpe&ing  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  officers  and  feamen,  &c. 
&c.  Colonel  Keating’s  letter 
commences  with  a  tribute  of  praife 
to  the  troops,  and  after  mention¬ 
ing  the  embarkation  and  arrival  off 
the  idand,  proceeds  with  the  nar¬ 
rative  of  the  military  operations.] 
“  At  five  m.  on  the  23d  >n- 
ftant,  the  troops  were  difembarked 
to  the  fouthward  of  Point  de  Gal- 
lotte,  feven  miles  from  St.  Paul’s, 
and  immediately  commenced  it 
forced  march,  with  a  view  of 
eroding  the  caufeways  that  extend 
over  the  lake,  before  the  enemy 
could  difeover  our  debarkation  or 
approach  to  the  town,  which  we 
were  fortunate  enough  to  effeCl  j 
nor  had  they  time  to  form  in  any 
force  until  we  had  paflfed  the  ftrong- 
eft  pofition.  By  (even  o’clock  we 
were  in  poflefiion  of  the  firlt  and 
fecond  batteries,  Lamboufiere  and 
La  Centiere ;  when  Capt.  Wil¬ 
loughby,  of  the  royal  navy,  who 
commanded  a  detachment  of  about 
a  hundred  feamen  on  fhore,  and  to 
whofe  zeal,  aClivity,  and  exertions 
I  feel  much  indebted,  immediately 
turned  the  guns  upon  the  enemy’s 
dripping,  from  whofe  fire,  which 
was  chiefly  grape,  and  well  direct¬ 
ed,  within  piftol-fhot  of  the  fhore, 
we  fuffered  much,  being  necellarily 
expoied  to  it  during ourmovements 
upon  the  beach  and  through  the 

town. 
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town.  From  the  battery  La  Cen- 
tiere,  Captain  Imlack  was  detach¬ 
ed  with  the  fecond  column,  com- 
pofed  of  a  hundred  and  forty- two 
of  the  2d  battalion  of  the  2d  regi¬ 
ment  of  Bombay  native  infantry, 
and  twelve  Europeans,  to  take 
pofteffion  of  the  3d,  or  battery  of 
La  Neuf,  deferted  by  the  enemy. 
On  his  way  thither,  he  fell  in  with, 
and  was  oppofed  by  the  entire 
force  of  the  French,  who  had  con¬ 
centrated  and  taken  up  a  very 
ftrong  pofition  behind  a  ftone  wall, 
with  eight  brafs  field-pieces,  fix- 
pounders,  upon  their  flanks.  This 
poll  was  inftantly  charged  in  the 
molt  gallant  manner  by  that  officer 
and  his  men. 

((  The  enemy  however  main¬ 
tained  their  pofition,  and  Captain 
Hannor,  of  the  56th  regiment,  was 
ordered  to  proceed  with  the  3d  co¬ 
lumn  to  his  fupport,  who  charged, 
and  took  two  of  the  enemy’s  guns. 
The  action  now  became  warm,  but 
never  doubtful.  The  enemy  being 
reinforced  from  the  hills,  and  hav¬ 
ing  alfo  received  1 1  o  troops  of  the 
line  from  the  French  frigate  La 
Caroline,  and  the  fquadron  not 
being  able  to  Hand  in  to  fupport  us, 
our  movements  being  endangered 
by  their  fire,  except  at  intervals, 
which  they  always  took  advantage 
of,  Captain  Willoughby  was  di- 
refted  to  fpike  the  guns  of  Lam- 
boufiere  and  LaCentiere,  and  with 
the  feamen  to  man  the  third  battery 
La  Neuf,  continuing  to  fire  upon 
their  {hipping.  By  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  Captain  Forbes,  who  with 
the  referve  had  covered  thofe  bat¬ 
teries,  was  enabled  to  advance 
againft  the  enemy,  who,  after  an 
honourable  reliftance,  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  give  way,  their  remaining 
guns  being  carried  by  that  excel¬ 


lent  officer  ;  and  a  fufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  men  were  ordered  to  adt  as 
light  troops,  and  to  purfue  the 
enemy,  whilft  the  third  column, 
v/ith  part  of  the  referve,  advanced 
againft  the  fourth  and  fifth  batte¬ 
ries,  La  Pierre  and  La  Caferne, 
which  fell  into  our  hands  without 
oppofition,  and  whofe  entire  fire 
was  immediately  directed  againft 
the  enemy’s  (hipping.  By  half- 
paft  eight  o’clock  the  town,  batte¬ 
ries,  magazines,  eight  brafs  field- 
pieces,  1 17  new  and  heavy  iron 
guns,  of  different  calibres,  and  all 
the  public  {lores  were  in  our  poffef- 
fion,  with  feveral  prifoners.  The 
inftant  the  fquadron  perceived  that 
the  objedf  in  landing  had  fucceeded, 
and  that  they  could,  with  fafety  to 
the  troops,  (land  in  effectually, 
they  immediately  anchored  clofe  to 
the  enemy’s  (hipping,  which  after 
a  Ihort  firing  furrendered.  The 
entire  of  the  batteries  being  de- 
ftroyed,  and  the  town  completely 
commanded  by  our  fquadron,  the 
troops  were  re-embarked  by  eight 
o’clock  on  the  fame  evening. 

“  Herewith  I  have  the  honour 
to  annex  a  return  of  the  {hipping, 
guns,  and  ftores,  taken  and  de¬ 
ft  royed  upon  this  occafion.  I  have 
alfo  the  honour  to  enclofe  a  return 
of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  mif¬ 
fing  ;  and  though  our  lofs  has  been 
fevere,  it  is  not  equal  to  what 
might  have  been  expeftedfrom  the 
nature  of  the  attack,  the  pofition 
and  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  number  of  guns  to  which  our 
little  force  was  expofed  at  different 
times  during  the  morning.  To 
the  judicious  arrangements  of  Com¬ 
modore  Rowley,  the  cordial  co¬ 
operation  and  fupport  of  the  reft  of 
the  officers  of  his  MajeftyV  navy, 
and  perfonal  exertions  and  affiftance 

of 
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of  Captain  Corbet,  in  landing  the 
entire  force  from  his  Majefty’s  fhip 
La  Nereide,  I  impute  the  happy 
termination  and  ultimate  fuccefs  of 
this  enterprize. 

“  On  the  2 2d,  late  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  the  enemy  appeared  in  fome 
force  upon  the  hills,  and  a  heavy 
column  was  obferved  advancing 
from  St.  Denis,  which  I  fince  un¬ 
derhand  to  have  been  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  command  of  General  de 
Brufsleys.  The  commodore  and 
myfelf  now  agreed  upon  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  landing  a  fufficient  force 
to  deftroy  all  public  property  ;  and 
accordingly  the  marines,  and  a  few 
Tailors  under  Captain  Willoughby, 
were  ordered  upon  the  fervice, 
when  I  had  an  opportunity  of  again 
witneffing  the  fteadinefs  and  good 
conduct  of  the  feamen  and  royal 
marines,  who  effectually  burnt  an 
extenfive  government  ftore  of  con- 
fiderable  value  ;  the  remaining 
ftores  were  only  faved  from  fome 
doubt  exifting  refpeding  their  be¬ 
ing  public  property. 

“  On  the  morning  of  the  23d, 
the  entire  force  was  put  in  boats  to 
reland  and  attack  the  enemy,  whofe 
retreat  however  to  St.  Denis  dur¬ 
ing  the  night  prevented  the  necef- 
fity  of  any  farther  debarkation. 
The  commandant,  St.  Michael, 
being  difpofed  to  enter  into  nego- 
ciation,  with  the  concurrence  of 
Commodore  Rowley,  the  prelimi¬ 
nary  articles  were  drawn  up,  a 
copy  of  which  is  enclofed,  and  the 
commandant  accompanying  me  on 
•  board  his  Majefty’s  fhip  Raifon- 
able,  they  were  figned,  fubjeCt  to 
the  confirmation  or  reje&ion  of  the 
commander- in-chief,  General  de 
Brulleys.  On  the  24th,  all  the 
remaining  public  ftores  were  deli¬ 
vered  over  by  the  head  of  the  po¬ 


lice,  and  fatigue  parties  from  the 
fquadron  and  troops  were  ordered 
to  embark  them  on  board  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Company ’s  recaptured  fhip 
Streatham,  which  together  with 
the  Europe  were  placed  under  the 
orders  of  their  former  commanders. 
From  the  25th  till  the  28th,  the 
whole  of  the  guns,  &c,  were  fi¬ 
nally  deftroyed,  our  guards  con¬ 
tinuing  to  mount  regularly  in  the 
town  for  the  protection  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  and  their  property.  The 
frigate  La  Caroline,  with  the  other 
(hipping,  are  making  all  poflible 
preparation  for  fea,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  all  the  neeeffary  arrangements 
will  be  made  for  the  troops  return¬ 
ing  to  Roderiquez  by  the  3d  of 
next  month, 

“  I  cannot  conclude  this  difpatch 
without  mentioning  the  obligations 
I  am  under  to  Lieut.  Reman,  of  the 
Bombay  engineers,  through  whofe 
exertions  I  was  enabled  to  give  a 
plan  of  attack  to  the  officers  in 
command  of  columns,  and  who, 
upon  the  entire  of  this  fervice,  has 
been  zealous  and  indefatigable.  I 
beg  alfo  to  notice  the  exertions  of 
Enfign  Pearce,  of  the  56th  regi¬ 
ment,  who,  being  attached  to  my 
perfonal  ftaff,  has  rendered  me  the 
moft  effential  fervices.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  &c. 

((  (Signed) 

“  Henry  S.  Keating.” 

To  Francis  Warden ,  efq.  Chief  Se¬ 
cretary  to  Government ,  Bombay. 

[By  the  articles  of  agreement,  a 
mutual  fufpenfion  of  arms  was  im¬ 
mediately  to  take  place :  public 
property  to  remain  in  pofleffion  of 
the  Britifh  ;  the  Britifh  not  to  be 
prevented  from  attacking  any  other 
part  of  the  ifland,  either  by  fea  or 
land  |  three  days  given  for  the  ra¬ 
tification. 
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tification.  In  confequersce  of  the 
fudden  death  of  General  de  Brufleys, 
a  further  delay  of  five  days  was 
granted.] 

A  lid:  of  fhips  and  veffels  captured 
and  deftroyed  in  the  road  of  St. 
Paul's,  Hie  of  Bourbon,  21ft  of 
September,  1809. 

La  Caroline  frigate,  of  46  guns, 
(28  long  1 8-pounders,  eight  36- 
pound  carronades)  and  360  men  ; 
commanded  by  Monlieur  Ferretier, 
Lieutenant  de  Vaiffeau. 

u  Grapplier  brig,  pierced  for  16 
guns,  11  on  board;  fix  18-pounder 
carronades  mounted,  3  long  6- 
pGunder  carronades  in  the  hold.” 

Merchantmen  captured  and  de¬ 
ployed. 

((  St  real  ham,  fhip  of  30  guns, 
and  819  tons,  partly  laden  with 
fait- pet  re,  the  reft  of  the  cargo 
landed. 

“  Europe,  of  26  guns,  and  820 
tons,  ditto. 

Fanny  brig,  of  2  guns,  and 
1 50  tons,  laden  with  a  little  rice 
and  corn. 

<(  Trois  Amis,  of  60  tons,  iaden 
with  Haves  and  rice. 

“  Le  Creole  fchooner,  of  50 
tons,  inballaft. 

“  Three  veffels,  names  unknown, 
deftroyed. 

“  One  (hip,  name  unknown, 
burnt  on  the  ftocks. 

“  (Signed) 

(t  J.  Rowley.5' 
[A  return  of  guns,  ammunition, 
Sec.  found  at  St.  Paul's,  follows.] 
tf  Return  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
miffing  of  the  force  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Keating,  2 2d  September,  1809, 
Ifland  of  Bourbon. 
i(  1  ferjeant,  14  rank  and  file 
killed ;  3  lieutenants,  2  ferjeants. 


53  rank  and  file  wounded ;  3  rank 
and  file  miffing.’ 5 


Downing-Sreet,  March  154 

Captain  Wilby ,  Aid-de-Camp  te 
Lieut.'  General  Sir  George  Beck¬ 
with,  K.  B.  commanding  his  Ma- 
jeft/s  forces  in  the  IV indward  and 
Leeward  Lfands ,  arrived  this 
morning  with  a  difpatch  from  the 
Lieutenant-General  to  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  one  of  his  Majefly’s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State ,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

€(  Guadalmpe,  Feb.  9,-  1 8  lev, 
“  My  lord, 

<c  In  obedience  to  the  king's 
pommand  to  attack  this  ifland,  as 
pointed  out  in  your  lordfhip's  dif¬ 
patch  of  the  2d  November  laft,  l 
have  the  honour  to  report,  for  his 
Majefty's  information,  that,  hav¬ 
ing  taken  the  neceftary  meafures  to 
colleft  fuch  a  force  as  circumftances 
admitted,  and  as  I  judged  adequate 
to  this  important  fervice,  and  hav¬ 
ing  made  every  neceftary  arrange¬ 
ment  with  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Aiex» 
ander  Cochrane,  I  failed  from 
Martinique  on  the  2 2d  ult.  to  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous,  at 
Prince  Rupert’s,  Dominica,  where 
we  were  detained  forty -eight  hours, 
fome  of  the  tranfports  having  fallen 
to  leeward. 

(e  The  army  was  formed  into 
five  brigades. 

“  The  firft  brigade,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier  -  General 
Harcourt,  was  compofed  of  500 
light  infantry,  300  of  the  15th 
foot,  including  their  flank  compa¬ 
nies,  and  400  battalion  men  of  the 
3d  Weft  India  regiment. 

((  The  fecond  brigade  command¬ 
ed  by  Brigadier.General  Barrow, 
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•confided  of  3.00  grenadiers,  600 
men  of  the  25th  regiment,  includ¬ 
ing  their  flank  companies,  and  350 
men  of  the  6th  Weft  India  regi¬ 
ment,  including  their  flank  com¬ 
panies. 

6(  The  third  brigade,  command- 
ed  by  Brigadier-General  Maclean, 
confided  of  500  light  infantry,  $00 
men  of  the  9th  foot,  including  their 
flank  companies,  and  400  men  of 
the  8th  Weft  India  regiment,  in¬ 
cluding  their  flank  companies. 

(S  The  fourth  brigade,  com¬ 
manded  by  Brigadier-General  Skin¬ 
ner,  was  compofed  of  a  battalion  of 
600  men,  formed  from  the  13th 
and  63d  regiments,  a  detachment 
of  200  men  of  the  York  light  in¬ 
fantry  volunteers,  and  the  4th 
Weft  India  regiment. 

The  fifth  brigade,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier  -  General 
Wale,  confided  of  300  grenadiers, 
900  men  of  the  Royal  York  Ran¬ 
gers  ;  to  this  force  was  added  300 
artillery,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Burton,  with  a  company 
of  military  artificers.  Thefe  bri¬ 
gades  were  formed  into  two  divi- 
fions  and  a  referve. 

<(  The  fird  divifion,  commanded 
by  Major-General  Hidop,  was 
compofed  of  the  third  and  fourth 
brigades  ;  the  fecond  dividon,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Harcourt,  confided  of  the 
fird  and  fecond  brigades. 

i(  The  fifth  brigade,  tinder  the 
command  of  Brigadier  -  General 
Wale,  formed  the  referve. 

“  The  fecond  divifion  failed 
from  Dominica  on  the  morning  of 
the  26th,  and  anchored  at  the 
Saintes.  The  fird  divifion,  with 
the  referve,  failed  in  the  courfe  of 
the  afternoon,  and  anchored  on  the 
27th  at  the  Ifle  Gofier  Grande 


Terre,  and  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  28  th  proceeded  aerofs  the  bay 
to  St.  Mary's  in  Capefterre,  in  the 
fmaller  veflels  of  war,  other  craft 
and  flat  boats,  where  a  landing  was 
effected  without  oppofition  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day  ;  and  in  the  after- 
noon,  the  fird  divifion,  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  Hiflop, 
moved  forward,  the  third  brigade 
to  Capederre,  the  fourth  brigade 
to  Grande  Riviere ;  the  referve 
remained  to  cover  the  landing  of 
the  neceflary  provifions,  and  other 
objects. 

“  On  the  29th  the  fird  divifion 
marched  to  the  Bannaniers  river, 
where  it  took  poft.  The  referve 
at  the  fame  time  abandoned  the 
landing  place  at  Ste  Mary's,  and 
reached  the  Grande  Riviere  that 
night,  with  two  days  provifions 
for  the  corps  a  ding  to  windward. 
On  the  30th,  the  fird  divifion  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  drong  pafs  of  Trouau 
Chien,  which  was  not  defended, 
and  the  head  of  the  column  reached 
Three  Rivers  about  eleven  o’clock, 
pufhing  fmall  detachments  on  the 
enemy  with  the  light  troops.  The 
referve  marched  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  from  its  pofition,  gaining 
Three  Rivers  about  fun-fet. 

iC  The  enemy  marked  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  defend  the  heights  D’Olot, 
and  other  places  ftrengthened  with 
field  artillery,  but  in  the  afternoon 
he  abandoned  all  his  pods  with  pre¬ 
cipitation,  leaving  his  ordnance 
behind. 

“  It  became  neceffary  for  the 
firft  dividon  and  the  referve  to  re¬ 
main  at  Three  Rivers  until  the 
morning  of  the  2d  indant,  to  land 
five  days’  provifions  from  the  fleet, 
which,  owing  to  the  uncommon 
exertions  of  Commodore  Fahie, 
Captains  Dilkes  and  Dowers,  with 

other 
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other  naval  officers  (whofe  a&ivity 
on  this  occafion,  as  well  as  at  the 
landing  at  St.  Mary’s,  was  moll 
confpicuous,)  was  promptly  effedt- 
ed. 

((  The  corps  marched  in  two 
columns,  the  referVe  forming  the 
right,  and  advancing  by  the  moun¬ 
tains,  took  pofleflion  of  Palmifte 
at  his  upper  extremity,  whilft  the 
firft  divifion,  marching  by  D’Olet, 
and  the  great  road  to  Bafleterre, 
fubdivided  at  the  foot  of  this 
height,  the  fourth  brigade  amend¬ 
ing  it  near  the  centre,  the  third 
brigade  at  its  lower  extremity,  the 
referve  found  the  polls  of  Langlais 
abandoned,  and  the  guns  fpiked. 
The  pofleflion  of  Morne  Houel 
being  of  the  highell  importance,  I 
dire&ed  Brigadier-General  Wale 
to  march  with  the  referve,  at  four 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  who  oc¬ 
cupied  it  without  refiftance,  about 
eight  at  night,  the  cannon  being 
fpiked  and  difmounted,  and  the 
ammunition  in  general  wafted  or 
deftroyed. 

(t  On  the  morning  of  the  3d, 
the  firft  divifion  marched  from 
Palmifte,  crofling  the  river  Gallion 
in  one  column,  at  the  only  practi¬ 
cable  pafs ;  the  fourth  brigade, 
taking  poll  in  the  centre,  about  a 
mile  from  the  bridge  of  Noziere, 
on  the  river  Noire  j  and  the  third 
brigade  occupied  Mr.  Peltier’s 
houfe,  where  the  enemy  abandoned 
a  magazine  of  provifions. 

Sf  In  the  couife  of  the  29th,  the 
fecond  divifion,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Brigadier-General  Har- 
court,  weighed  from  the  Saintes, 
and,  Handing  acrofs  towards  Three 
Rivers,  gave  the  enemy  fome  jea- 
loufy  in  that  quarter,  facilitating 
the  advance  of  the  reft  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  but  in  the  night  bore  up, 


landing  the  next  morning  to  lee' 
ward,  near  the  river  du  Pleffis, 
and  marching  immediately  towards 
the  enemy’s  right,  inclining  to  his 
rear,  excited  his  attention  to  fuch 
a  degree,  as  to  induce  him  to 
abandon  his  defences  at  Three  Ri¬ 
vers,  Palmifte,  Morne,  Houel,  and 
to  retire  beyond  the  bridge  of  No¬ 
ziere,  putting  the  river  in  his 
front,  and  extending  his  left  in 
fuch  a  manner  into  the  mountains, 
as,  in  his  opinion,  to  fecure  his 
pofition. 

(t  The  fecond  divifion  was  ena¬ 
bled,  from  the  nature  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  to  land  two  royal  howitzers 
and  two  field-pieces,  and  to  mount 
them  in  battery,  to  which  two 
eight-inch  howitzer  mortars  were 
afterwards  added. 

“  The  enemy  being  now  comprefif- 
ed  within  narrow  limits,  the  diffi¬ 
culty  (and  that  a  confiderable  one,) 
was  the  paflage  of  the  river  Noire, 
to  the  defence  of  which  he  had  paid 
the  utmoft  attention  ;  it  appeared 
to  me  to  be  neceflary  to  turn  his 
left  by  the  mountains,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  obftruClions  of  na¬ 
ture  and  of  art  which  oppofed  this 
decifion.  I  therefore  gave  the  ne¬ 
ceflary  orders  to  Brigadier-General 
Wale,  commanding  the  referve,  to 
carry  this  important  fervice  into 
execution  during  the  night  of  the 
3d  ;  but,  after  my  feparating  from 
the  brigadier-general,  he  obtained 
intelligence  of  a  nature  fo  impor¬ 
tant,  as  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  confulting  me  upon  an  al¬ 
teration  in  the  time ;  and  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  execute  his  orders,  al¬ 
though  by  a  (horter  route  than  we 
poflefled  the  knowledge  of  at  the 
period  of  my  quitting  him. 

<c  I  entirely  approve  of  the  bri¬ 
gadier-general’s  determination,  on 
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the  grounds  on  which  he  decided, 
although  it  created  a  temporary 
embarra  {linen  t. 

<(  This  important  fervice  was 
greatly  and  fuccefsfully  executed, 
as  will  appear  more  fully  by  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Wale’s  feparate  re¬ 
port  ;  and  my  fentiments  of  what 
is  due  to  Major  Henderfon,  com¬ 
manding  the  Royal  York  Rangers, 
who  was  wounded  on  this  occa- 
fion,  and  to  the  officers  and  foldiers 
of  this  regiment,  are  fully  expreff- 
ed  in  my  public  orders  forwarded 
with  this  letter  ;  which  I  requefl 
your  lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  lay 
before  the  king,  with  my  earned: 
hope,  that  his  roajefty  will  promote 
Major  Henderfon,  whofe  merits 
are  beyond  my  praife. 

(( I  lamenr,  on  this  occafion,  the 
lofs  fuftained  by  this  young  corps, 
which  has  fuffered  confiderably, 
amounting  to  no  lefs  than  four 
lieutenants  killed  ;  one  field-officer 
and  four  captains  wounded,  with 
upwards  of  eighty  men  killed  and 
wounded ;  but  the  effort  decided 
the  campaign,  the  enemy  being  fo 
confounded  on  finding  his  flank 
turned,  and  the  heights  occupied, 
that  the  captain-general  im'fantly 
hoifled  white  flags  at  his  own  quar¬ 
ters  and  other  places,  whilft  the 
troops  were  advancing  ;  and  indeed 
this  officer’s  perfon  was  greatly  ex- 
pofed  in  his  pofition. 

“  I  am  concerned  to  add,  that 
Brigadier-General  Wale,  com¬ 
manding  the  Refer vc,  and  Captain 
Grey,  an  affiftant  in  the  Quarter- 
mafter-general’s  department,  were 
wounded  on  this  fervice. 

(<  Commiffioners,  appointed  on 
both  fides,  having  met  the  next 
morning  (the  5th,)  a  capitulation 
wras  agreed  upon,  which  w'as  rati¬ 
fied  on  the  morning  of  the 
Vol,  LI  I.  or  Vol. 


which.  I  trufl  will  be  honoured  with 
his  majedy’s  approbation. 

“  1  have  the  honour  to  enclofe 
the  following  documents  : 

No.  i.  The  proclamation  ad- 
dreffed  by  the  Admiral  and  my~ 
felf  to  the  inhabitants  of  Gua- 
daloupe. 

“  No.  2.  Major-General  Hiflop’s 
report  of  the  firfl  divifion. 

(i  No.  3.  Brigadier-General  Har- 
court’s  report  of  the  fecond  di¬ 
vifion. 

s‘  No*  4.  Brigadier-General  Wale’s 
report  of  the  attack  made  by  the 
Royal  York  Rangers,  with  the 
feint  of  the  fecond  battalion  of 
grenadiers,  upon  the  bridge  of 
Noziere,  on  the  evening  of  the 
3rd  and  morning  of  the  4th. 

4<  No.  5.  The  Capitulation. 

No.  6.  Copies  of  my  public  or- 
ders  of  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th, 
to  the  army  and  navy  ferving  on 
fnore. 

No.  7.  Returns  of  killed;  wotfnd- 
ed,  and  miffing. 

“  When  the  uncommon  firength 
of  this  country,  generally,  is  con-; 
fidered,  and  the  nature  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  pofition,  which  had  been  de¬ 
leted  with  great  attention,  covered 
with  redoubts,  and  furnifhed  with 
artillery,  I  truft  the  advance  of 
one  column  of  the  army,  without  a 
lingle  field-piece,  and  of  the  other 
equally  unprovided,  until  within 
range  of  the  enemy’s  principal" 
works,  will  be  held  by  military- 
men  a  bold  and  arduous  enterprife, 
where  the  defence  poffeffed  a  force* 
in  the  firft  inftance,  of  3500  men* 
notwithftanding  which  the  cam¬ 
paign  terminated  in  eight  days. 
This  force  underwent  a  gradual 
diminution,  and  latterly  a  very  ex¬ 
tend  ve  one,  by  the  falling  off  of 
the  colonial  troops,  and  by  the  in- 
[£  e]  creafe 
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creafe  of  the  fick  and  wounded* 
whofe  numbers  (independent  of  the 
killed  and  milling,  which  are  con¬ 
fide  table)  are  Hated  to  me  to  exceed 
6oo  mem 

“  Captain  W ilby,  one  of  my 
aides-de-camp,  who  was  en trolled 
with  the  eagles  taken  from  the 
enemy  at  Martinique  lafc  cam¬ 
paign,  has  the  honour  to  be  the 
bearer  of  this  difpatch,  and  of  the 
ogle  of  the  fixty-fixt-h  regiment, 
which  has  fallen  into  our  polfeflion 
on  the  prefen t  occafion,  to  be  laid 
at  the  king’s  feet. 

i(  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

(<  G.  Beckwith, 
i(  Commander  of  Forces.” 

No.  i .-—(Tranflation.) 
Proclamation  by  their  Excellencies 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  George 
Beckwith,  K.  B.,  and  Vice- Ad¬ 
miral  the  Hon.  Sir  Alexander 
Cochrane,  K,B.,  commanding  the 
land  and  naval  forces  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Ma jelly  at  the  Windward 
and  Leeward  Islands,  &c. 

“  Planters  and  Inhabitants  of 
Guadaloupe, 

(t  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
French  revolution,  you  have  been 
a  prey  to  every  fpecies  of  calamity 
that  can  be  brought  upon  man  in  a 
ftate  of  fociety,  by  a  defpotifm  at 
times  unjull  and  arbitrary,  at  others 
atrocious,  and  at  all  times  rapaci¬ 
ous. 

((  Providence  has  at  length  de¬ 
creed,  that  a  fcandal  which  has 
laded  too  long  fliould  ceafe,  by  the 
removal  from  thefe  countries  of  the 
pernicious  influence  of  the  man  who 
has  fpread  mourning  and  wretched- 
nefs  throughout  Europe. 

ft  W c  come,  in  his  Majefty’s 
name,  to  determine  your  fate,  and 


recal  amongH  you  days  of  happi- 
nefs,  by  making  you  participate  in 
the  profperity  enjoyed  by  the 
countries  fubje&ed  to  the  king’s 
paternal  government. 

Thefe  beneficent  intentions  are 
fupported  by  a  land  and  fea  force, 
formidable  to  thofe  who  would  op- 
pofe  it,  but  offering  protection  to 
thofe  who  are  attached  to  peace 
and  to  their  own  interefts. 

u  We  order  all  the  planters  and 
inhabitants  of  towns  to  return  to 
their  homes  ;  they  will  find  them- 
felves  protected  there  in  their  per- 
fons  and  properties. 

“We  direCt  the  civil  commif- 
fioners  to  repair  to  their  polls,  and 
to  remain  at  them,  to  maintain  in¬ 
ternal  order,  for  which  they  ary 
refponfible,  and  to  execute  fuch  in- 
firuCtions  as  they  fhall  receive  from 
the  perfons  delegated  by  us. 

((  All  planters  and  inhabitants 
taken  in  arms  will  be  treated  as 
prifoners  of  war,  of  whatever  de- 
feription  they  may  be. 

u  Mailers  will  be  refponfible  for 
the  aCts  of  their  Haves. 

C(  Minifiers  of  religion  !  do  not 
forget,  on  fo  critical  an  occafion, 
the  duties  impofed  upon  you  by  the 
divine  religion  you  profefs.  It  is 
his  Majelty’s  intention  that  it 
fliould  be  maintained  and  refpeCled, 
if  they  preach  obedience  and  fide¬ 
lity  to  the  monarch  we  reprefent. 

Done  at  head- quarters,  Gua¬ 
daloupe,  27th January,  i8io, 
in  the  5'oth  year  of  his  Ma. 
jelly’s  reign, 

(Signed)  “  G.  Bechwith, 
A.  Cochrane.” 

By  command  of  their  Excellencies, 
W.  H.  Wilby. — J.  S.  Tracey. 

[The  fubllance  of  the  reports 
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No.  2.  and  3.  are  detailed  in  Ge¬ 
neral  Beckwith's  difpatch. 

No,  4. 

i(  Mo  me  lionet^ 
£t  Sir,  Feb.  5,  1  8  io. 

e(  Though  your  excellency  is 
fully  acquainted  with  the  refult  of 
yefterday’s  a&ion  between  the  re- 
ferve  and  the  enemy,  I  fhould  not 
do  juft  ice  to  the  conduct  of  the 
troops  under  my  command,  did  I 
not  point  out  to  your  excellency 
the  particulars  of  an  a&ion,  in 
which  the  courage  and  coolnefs  of 
Britifti  foldiers  was  perhaps  never 
more  confpicuoufly  difplayed, 

<c  Soon  after  your  excellency  had 

•  *  *■ 

given  me  inftrudtions  for  forcing 
the  paffage  of  the  river  de  la  Pere, 
I  found  an  intelligent  guide,  who 
promifed,  at  the  forfeiture  of  his 
own  life,  to  lead  my  brigade  acrofs 
the  river,  at  lels  than  half  the  dif- 
tance  of  the  original  intended 
route,  but  the  road  was  fo  difficult,  it 
would  be  neceffary  to  pafs  it  in  the 
day-time  ;  as  therefore  no  time  was 
to  be  loft,  I  decided  upon  an  im¬ 
mediate  attack,  encouraged  the 
more  to  this  plan  as  there  was  a 
diverfion  againft  the  enemy,  who 
at  this  time  was  engaged  with  ano¬ 
ther  divifion  of  the  army  in  an  op- 
poftte  direction. 

((  The  brigade  was  in  motion 

O  _ 

about  four  o’clock,  Major  Hender- 
fon  at  the  head  of  the  Royal  York 
Rangers  ;  Major  Edden,  with  the 
grenadier  battalion,  was  dire&ed 
to  make  a  diverfion  to  the  left,  and 
to  avail  himfelf  of  any  opportunity 
thatmight  offer  to  force  the  bridge, 
agreeably  to  your  excellency’s  in¬ 
tention.  The  detachment  of  artil¬ 
lery,  ordered  to  take  advantage  of 
any  favourable  circumftarice  that 
might  occur,  myfelf  and  ftaff  ac¬ 


companied  the  Royal  York  Ran¬ 
gers  ;  we  proceeded  to  the  banks- 
of  the  river  without  meeting  any 
refiftance  from  the  enemy,  but  a  few 
random  (hot  and  (hells.  The  pafs 
of  the  river  de  la  Pere  was  by  na¬ 
ture  moft  difficult,  and  was  made 
ftill  more  fo,  by  abattis  lined  with 
troops,  and  every  poffible  obftruc- 
tion  thrown  in  our  way.  Here  it 
was  the  enemy  firft  opened  the  fire 
of  mufketry  ;  but  our  brave  troops, 
fuperior  to  all  difficulties,  foori 
forced  this  paffage.  Having  palled 
the  river,  we  continued  our  march 
for  about  100  yards,  through 
rugged  rocks  and  buihes,  when  the 
front  companies  branched  off  into 
three  columns,  rapidly  a  (bending 
the  heights,  the  three  leading  com¬ 
panies  referving  their  fire  till  they 
gained  the  fame,  the  remainder 
firing  to  their  flanks  on  the  enemy g 
but  ftill  following  the  van  :  as 
we  approached  the  fummit  of  the 
height,  the  afeent  became  more 
difficult,  and  about  500  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  beft  troops  poured  down  on 
us  a  moft  deftrublive  fire. 

MajorHenderfon,  with  the  three 
companies  who  firft  afeended  the 
heights,  found  the  enemy  pofted. 
behind  abattis  and  ftockaded  re« 
doubts.  This  intrepid  officer  did 
not  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
till  within  about  twenty-five  yards 
diftance,  and  immediately  clofed 
with  them,  followed  by  the  reft  of 
the  regiment,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
completely  routed  them  ;  it  wan 
about  one  hour  and  a  half  from  our 
being  firft  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
-after  the  paffage  of  the  river,  to 
their  complete  difperfion,  during 
which  time  it  was  impoffibie  for 
troops  to  fhew  more  cool  and  un. 
daunted  courage,  than  was  exhi¬ 
bited  upon  this  o.cc alien  by  that 
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gallant  regiment  the  Royal  York 
Rangers,  to  evcrv  individual  of 
which  i  feel  highly  indebted  for 
the  fuccefs  of  the  day  ;  and  as  your 
excellency  was  an  eye-witnefs  to 
the  difficulties  they  furmounted,  I 
'  need  not  fay  more  upon  the  fubjedt  ; 
and  when  all  behaved  well,  ic 
would  he  invidious  to  dirUnguilh 
particular  merit.  Major  Hender- 
fon  was  wounded  and  difabled  from 
further  fervice  by  a  ball  in  the 
breaft,  in  clofe  contact  with  the 
enemy.  Being  myfelf  afterwards 
difabled,  the  command  would  have 
devolved  upon  that  gallant  officer 
Captain  Stark,  had  he  nor,  with 
Captain  Darling,  alfo  been  wound¬ 
ed  about  the  fame  time.  I  under¬ 
hand,  by  the  exertions  of  Captains 
Sutherland  and  Mathewfon,  the  re¬ 
giment  was  formed,  and  prepared 
xo  advance  in  the  morning,  tocarry 
into  effect;  your  excellency’s  plan 
of  forcing  the  pa  fifes  of  the  bridge, 
to  the  fuccefs  of  which  you  were 
an  eye-witnefs. 

“  I  have  fincerely  to  regret  the 
lofs  of  many  brave  officers  and  fol- 
ctiers,  killed  and  wounded  ;  the  re¬ 
turn  of  which,  as  far  as  can  at  pre- 
'ient  be  collected,  I  have  the  honour 
xo  enclofe. — I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c. 

(Signed )  “  C.  Wait, 

Brig.  Gen.” 

To  Lieut.-Gen,  Sir  G,  Beckwith,  K,  Zb 

[No.  3.  confifts  of  the  articles 
of  capitulation.  The  garrifon  to 
be  fent  to  England  as  prifoners  of 
war.  Four  months  allowed  the 
French  to  fettle  their  accounts  : 
they  are  to  pay  their  debts  to  the 
'inhabitants  of  Guadaloupe  before 
,the;r  departure.  The  inhabitants 
are  to  enjoy  iheir  ancient  laws  until 
his  Majefty’s  pleafure  is  known  on 


the  fubjefl.  All  perfons  whatever 
continuing  to  refide  in  Guadaloupe, 
are  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  his  Britannic  Majefty.} 

[No.  6.  contains  the  thanks  of 
thecommander-in-chief  to  the  naval 
and  military  officers  employed  on 
the  fervice,  and  alfo  to  the  ma¬ 
rines.  j 

Return  of  killed ,  wounded,  end 
miffing . 

4.  lieutenants,  3  ferjeants,  43 
rank  and  file  killed;  1  general,  1 
major,  9  captains,  4  lieutenants, 

1  flaff,  18  ferjeants,  3  drummers, 

2  1  3  rank  and  file  wounded  ;  7  rank 
and  file  miffing. 


Downing-ftreet,  March  31. 
Major  Berkley ,  aid-de-camp  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Sir  George  Beck¬ 
with ,  K.  B>  commanding  his  Ma - 
jejly’s  forces  in  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  IJlands ,  arrived  on  the 
2gth  infant ,  with  d '[[patches  ad- 
dreffied  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool , 
one  of  his  JSlajefif  s  principal  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State ,  of  which  the 
following  ate  copies : 

<s  Guadaloupe , 

24 th  February,  1810. 
u  My  Lord, 

£tI  have  the  honour  to  enclofe 
Brigadier-General  Harcourt’s  re¬ 
port  of  the  17th  inffant,  refpe&ing 
the  reduction  of  the  Bland  of  St. 
Martin’s,  on  which  Service  he  was 
detached  in  conjunction  with  Com¬ 
modore  Fahie  ;  and  f  beg  leave  to 
exprefs  my  entire,  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  this  general  officer 
on  that  fervice.  1  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  t(G.  Beckwith.” 

i(  Thilipjbourg , 


4 


APPEN 


to  tiji: 


ii  Philipjbourg,  St.  Martin's , 
“  ljt/j  February ,  I  S  J  O, 

“  Sir, 

“  It  is  with  much  fatisfaCtion  I 
have  to  communicate  to  your  ex¬ 
cellency  the  entire  occupation  of 
the  iiland  of  St.  Martin’s  by  the 
force  intended  for  this  fervice, 
which  you  was  pleafed  to  place 
under  my  orders,  with  the  co-ope¬ 
ration  andaffiftance  of  thefquadron 
under  Commodore  Fahie. 

Poffeffion  of  the  French  part 
of  the  ifland  was  given  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  14th  inftanf,  to  a  de¬ 
tachment  fent  thither  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Captain  Beattie,  affi H  ant- 
quarter-mafter-general,  and  Captain 
Scobell,  of  the  Vimiera  ;  and  at 
the  fame  moment  Commodore  Fahie 
and  ihyfelf  fummoned  the  governor 
to  furrender  the  Dutch  part. 

((  To  our  fummons  he  returned 
fo  evafive  an  anfwer  as  rendered  the 
immediate  difembarkation  of  the 
troops  neceffary.  Thefe  con  lifted 
of  a  detachment  of  the  roval  ar til- 
lery,  under  Captain  Cleeve,  (with 
two  eight  inch  howitzers)  fome 
royal  military  artificers,  under  Cap¬ 
tain  Hobbs,  nine  companies  of  the 
25th  regiment,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Stewart,  and  a  company  of 
the  4th  Weft  India  regiment,  the 
whole  of  which  landed  at  Little 
Cole  Bay,  and  took  up  a  pofition 
near  it  without  oppofition. 

“  During  the  night  of  the  14th, 
a  letter  was  fent  in  from  the  Dutch 
governor,  offering  to  capitulate, 
and  naming  the  perfons  on  his  part 
authorized  to  treat  with  thofe  we 
might  nominate  for  that  purpofe. 

“•  Brigadier-General  Skinndr  was 
named  by  me,  and  Captain  Dowers, 
of  the  royal  navy,  by  Commodore 
Fahie,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the 
45th  thefe  officers  concluded  arti¬ 


cles  of  capitulation,  preciffily  in 
conformity  to  your  excellency’s  in- 
ftru-ft  ons,  and  varying  very  little 
(if  at  all)  from  thofe  of  Guada- 
loupe. 

il  It  was  ftipulatcd  in  this  capffi 
tulation  that  it  ihould  be  ratified 
by  the  governor,  at  the  la  left  by 
five  o’clock  in  the  fame  afternoon, 
and  that  the  principal  forts  of  the 
enemy  Ihould  be  taken  poffeffion  of 
immediately  on  the  ratification  ; 
fame  what  previous  to  which,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Dutch  commiffioners  re¬ 
turned,  and  fo  enrneftly  implored 
an  extenfion  of  time,  until  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  16th, 
pledging  their  honour  that,  what¬ 
ever  might  be  the  decifion  of  ths 
governor  in  regard  to  ratifying  the 
capitulation,  he  would  at  all  events 
give  us  poffeffion  of  the  forts  at  that 
hour  the  next  mornin?  ;  this  fur- 
ther  indulgence  was  granted. 

<£At  the  hour  appointed  on  the  1 6th, 

I  marched  towards  the  town  and 
forts,  prepared  for  any  occurrence 
that  might  arife,  but  certainly  lit¬ 
tle  expecting  that  which  happened  ; 
for  the  governor  (who  was  alfo 
military  commandant)  met.  me  on 
the  road,  and  told  me  ‘  he  furren- 
dered  himfelfand  the garrifon  under 
his  orders  at  diferetionP  Whiltl 
he  was  thus  exprefting  hirafelf,  the 
Dutch  colours  were  ftrnck,  and  the 
garrifon  marched  out  to  the  place 
appointed,  where  they  laid  down 
their  arms.,  and  were  embarked  as 
p.rifoners  of  war  on  board  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fhips,  and  our  troops  took 
poffeffion  of  the  forts  Louis  and 
Amfterdam.  In  this  unexpected 
ftate  ot  things,  every  tnealure  has 
been  and  (hall  be  adopted,  which 
liberality  on  the  one  hand,  but  a 
due  regard  to  his  Majefty’s  inter- 
efts  on  the  other,  ca/i  dictate.  And 
[E  e  3]  firft. 
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full,  in  order  to  tranquillize  the 
public,  on  a  fubjedt  of  fuch  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  community,  1  loft  no 
time  in  affembling  the  council,  and 
if  a  ting  to  them  thefe  fentiments 
generally,  alluring  them  that  no 
ungenerous  advantages  would  be 
taken  of  their  unprote&ed  lit ua- 
tion  ;  which  communication,  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you,  completely 
anfwtred  the  delired  end. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  &i  G,  Harcourt, 

ts  Brig.-Gen,*5’ 

Mis  Excellency  Lieutenant-General \ 
Sir  G.  Beckwith,  K.  B. 


Downing-ft reet,  Ju?te  2 1 . 
Dispatches  have  been  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  from 
Lieutenant  -  General  Sir  John 
Stuart,  dated MeJJina,  24 th  April, 
1810,  tranfmitting  the  copy  of  a 
dif patch  and  enclofure  from  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Of vo aid,  of  which 
the  endofed  are  copies . 

Me  ad -quarters,  Camp  before  St. 

Maura,  March  24,  I  8 10. 

“  Sir, 

if  1  have  the  honour  to  report  to 
your  excellency,  that  the  troops, 
with  the  naval  forces  under  the 
orders  of  Captain  Eyre,  his  Ma- 
gefty  *s  fhip  Magnificent,  as  per 
margin  *,  failed  from  Zante  on  the 
motning  of  the  21ft,  and  reached 
the  Hland  of  St.  Maura  the  fame 
evening.  Early  the  next  day,  the 
army  dilembarked  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  town.  The  enemy  retiring 
from  the  batteries,  on  the  approach 
of  his  Majefty’s  Ihip  Imogene  and 
gun-boats,  the  troops  immediately 
moved  forward,  Lieut.  Col.  Lowe 
commanding  the  advance,  a  portion 


of  which  (Greek  light  infantry,) 
under  Major  Church,  was  kept 
upon  the  flank,  and  drove  a  party 
of  Albanians  from  the  adjacent 
heights.  The  town  was  found  to 
be  evacuated  ;  General  Camus  hav¬ 
ing  with  his  whole  forces  (amount¬ 
ing  to  above  one  thoufand  men) 
retired  into  the  fortrefs  and  ftrong 
field- works  contiguous  thereto,  at 
the  fame  time  acquainting  the  civil 
adminiftration  with  his  inability 
any  longer  to  proted  them. 

“  The  fortrefs  of  St.  Maura  is 
fituated  upon  a  narrow  fandy  ifth- 
mus,  of  three  miles  in  length, 
which  joins  it  to  the  ifland,  and  it 
has,  befides,  a  direct  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  town,  by  a  Angularly 
narrow  caufeway,  nearly  a  mile  in 
length.  The  neck  of  land  is  de¬ 
fended  by  two  ftrong  redoubts,  and 
an  entrenchment  regularly  con- 
ftru&ed,  and  capable  of  fuch  a  re- 
fiftance  as  led  the  enemy  to  declare 
they  would  arreft  our  progrefs  for 
a  month  afc  leaft.  Lieut. -Col, 
Lowe  being  left  to  watch  the  ene¬ 
my’s  movements  from  the  town, 
fupported  by  Colonel  Wilde  and 
two  battalions,  I  proceeded,  with 
a  portion  of  light  infantry,  to  re¬ 
connoitre  the  ifthrnuSs  Major 
Church,  I  found,  had  already,  with 
four  companies  of  the  Greek  light 
infantry,  gallantly  carried  the  firft 
redoubt,  the  enemy  retiring  upon 
his  next  intrenchments,  where  he 
remained  in  force,  affiduoufly  em¬ 
ployed  in  completing  its  defence. 
It  was  obvious  that  no  time  ought 
to  be  loft  in  carrying  this  work  ; 
accordingly  the  battalion  of  de¬ 
tachments,  under  Major  Clarke, 
35th  regiment,  was  called  from  the 
town  to  fupport  the  attack,  which 


previous 


*  Magnificent,  Belie  Poule,  and  Imogene, 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE.  [439 


previous  fuccefs  anil  the  bed  appa¬ 
rent  difpofition  induced  me  to  con¬ 
fide  to  the  Greek  light  infantry. 
Captain  Eyre,  who  did  me  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  land  with  the  troops,  di¬ 
rected  his  Majefty’s  fhip  Leonidas 
to  be  placed  fo  as  to  favour  the 
affault.  Captain  Brifbane,  R.  N., 
who  was  alfo  on  fhore,  conveyed 
this  order  and  our  intentions  to 
Captain  Griffiths. 

((  The  line  to  be  attacked  ex¬ 
tended  from  fea  to  fea,  mounted 
with  four  pieces  of  cannon,  well 
flanked ;  had  a  wet  ditch  and  abat- 
tis  in  front,  manned  by  about  500 
infantry  ;  and  was  fo  defiled  from 
the  fea  as  to  render  it  almoft  fecure 
from  the  fire  of  the  {hipping.  His 
Majefty’s  fhip  Leonidas  came  to 
anchor  as  clofe  as  the  water  would 
admit  of ;  meanwhile  the  troops 
formed  in  columns,  approached,  and 
were  to  a  certain  diftance  covered 
by  the  ground.  On  opening  the 
front  of  the  work  they  became  ex- 
pofed  to  a  heavy  and  well-dire&ed 
fire  of  grape  and  mulketry.  The 
Greeks  reforted  to  their  accuftom- 
ed,  and,  in  many  fit uat ions,  appro¬ 
priate  mode  of  fighting  ;  nor  could 
the  rnoft  gallant  efforts  of  Major 
Church,  Captain  Tuffin  (infpedor,) 
and  others  of  their  officers,  make 
them  advance  with  that  celerity 
which,  on  fimilar  occafions,  ufually 
commands  both  fafety  and  fuccefs, 
—I  am  unequaLtodo  juftice  to  the 
exertions  of  m4kftafifi  to  the  officers 
of  the  royal  artillery  and  royal  en¬ 
gineers,  who  accompanied  me  upon 
this  trying  occafion.  Captains 
Eyre  and  Stephens,  of  the  royal 
navy,  were  amongft  the  moil  ani¬ 
mated  in  the  combat,  and  were 
both  wounded  in  the  difplay  of 
professional  charafleriftic  valour. 
Upon  finding  the  head  of  the  co¬ 


lumn  could  not  be  brought  to  the 
a  {fault,  I  immediately  directed 
Major  Clarke  to  bring  up  the  bat¬ 
talion  of  detachments,  confifting  of 
two  companies  of  the  royal  ma¬ 
rines,  under  Captains  Snow  and 
Stuart,  two  companies  of  the  Rolls, 
under  Major  de  Boffet,  and  two 
companies  of  Calabrian  free  corps, 
under  Major  Ofwald.  The  royal 
marines,  led  by  Major  Clarke, 
and  headed  by  their  officers,  broke 
through  the  abattis  and  charged 
into  the  intrenchments  ;  they  were 
nobly  fupported  by  the  Rolls,  under 
Major  BolTet ;  and  no  delicacy  can 
prevent  me  from  noticing  the  gal¬ 
lant  exertion  of  Major  Ofwald,  in 
bringing  forward  his  corps.  The 
conteft  was  not  of  long  duration  ; 
the  enemy  fled  at  all  points,  pur- 
filed  with  the  bayonet  from  work 
to  work  ;  and  finch,  was  his  preci¬ 
pitation,  that  he  not  only  aban¬ 
doned  the  camp  and  cannon  of  the 
attacked  line,  but  left  his  remain¬ 
ing  ftrong  pofition,  followed  by 
Major  Clarke’s  command  even  to 
the  gates  of  the  fort  refs.  His 
flight  was  accelerated  by  a  pravi- 
oufly  concerted  and  extremely  well 
executed  movement  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lowe,  with  the  rifles  of 
his  corps,  fupported  by  a  company 
of  the  35th,  and  two  companies  of 
the  Royal  Corfican  Rangers.  The 
party  headed  by  the  lieutenant. co¬ 
lonel  pufhed  along  the  narrow  and 
perfectly  expofed  caufeway  which 
conneds  the  town  with  the  for., 
trefs. — This  unexpended  advance 
led  upon  the  enemy’s  rear,  and  con¬ 
tributed  to  his  fo  quickly  abandon¬ 
ing  the  ftrong  redoubts,  which  a 
front  attack. alone  could  with  diffi¬ 
culty  efFedt.  The  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel  in  this  report  fpeaks  highly 
of  the  good  conducl  of  the  officers 
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and  men,  and  Hates  that  Lieutenant 
Boccheciampe  Angularly  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  remaining,  after 
receiving  a  fevere  wound,  to  cover 
the  retreat  of  a  part  of  the  rifle¬ 
men,  whom  the  enemy’s  fire  com¬ 
pelled  to  retire  :  fome  of  whom, 
driven  from  the  dike  into  the 
water,  were  milling.  Thus  con¬ 
cluded  fuccefsfully  operations  of 
the  higheft  import  to  our  future 
progrefs  in  the  ifland  ;  and  I  trull 
that  the  condud  of  the  troops  in 
ilormino-  the  works  will  be  deemed 

w 

worthy  of  your  exceliency!s  appro¬ 
bation.  Thefe  advantages  have 
not  been  cheaply  obtained,  for  I 
have  been  deprived  of  the  aid  of 
fome  of  the  moft  diiiinguiihed 
amongft  us,  Captain  Wynyard,  af- 
fiftant-adjutant-general  ;  Major 
Church,  afiillant-quarter- mailer-ge¬ 
neral,  fuperintendant  of  the  Greek 
light  infantry  ;  Major  Ofwald,  of 
the  Calabrefe  diviiion;  Captain 
Vicenzo,  of  the  fame  corps ;  and 
Captain  Parker,  of  the  royal  en¬ 
gineers  ;  all  moll  meritorious  and 
valuable  officers,  are  amongfl  the 
wounded.  With  heartfelt  pleafure, 
I  Hate  their  wounds  to  be  of  a 
nature  to  give  hopes  that  they  will 
foon  return  to  their  refpedive  fta- 
iions.  Upon  the  whole,  excepting 
Captain  Vicenzo,  with  vvhofe  me¬ 
rits  your  excellency  is  well  ac¬ 
quainted,  our  wounded  of  all  ranks 
promife  fpeedy  recovery  and  no 
permanent  injury. 

The  anxiety  of  Mr.  Gunning, 
furgeon  to  the  forces,  to  lend  his 
immediate  aid,  placed  him  in  the 
fituation  to  become  himfelf  a  fuf- 
ferer  :  fortunately  not  fo  much  as 
to  prevent  him  from  performing 
the  fun6tions  he  fo  diligently  and 
ably  difcharges. 

It  would  exceed  the  bounds  of  a 


difpatch  to  enumerate  the  merits  of 
individuals,  but  I  am  bound  to 
notice  the  promptnefs  with  which, 
at  the  moll  critical  moment,  my 
orders  were  conveyed  to  Major 
Clarke  by  Lieutenant  Hatzenbuh- 
ler,  of  the  Royal  Corflcan  Ran¬ 
gers,  my  aid-de-camp,  an  old  and 
deferving  officer ;  and  which  af¬ 
forded  the  major  an  immediate  op¬ 
portunity  of  greatly  contributing 
to  the  fuceefs  of  the  day.  Mr. 
Forefli  gave  me  eflential  aid  during 
the  march,  and  in  the  attack  was 
one  of  the  foremoil  in  manifelling 
the  zeal  and  courage  with  which 
his  Majelly’s  ferviee  upon  all  oc- 
caflons  infpires  him. 

The  enemy  is  now  pent  up  with¬ 
in  his  walls,  and  one  of  the  polls 
we  gained  from  him  is  favourably 
placed  for  commencing  our  ap¬ 
proaches,  which,  however,  the 
narrownefs  of  the  ground  renders 
difficult  and  laborious.  Herewith 
I  tranfmit  to  your  excellency  rc> 
turns  of  our  killed,  wounded,  and 
miffing,  together  with  lifts  of  the 
captured  ordnance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e. 

(Signed)  J.  Oswald. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  John  Stuart . 


Camp)  oJJ  St.  Maura , 

Sir,  April  i  j. 

I  have  extreme  fatisfadion  io 
announcing  to  your  excellency, 
that  the  fortrefs  of  St.  Maura  fur- 
jendered  to  his  Majefty’s  arms  on 
the  1 6th  inilant,  nine  days  after 
batteries,  confiding  of  two  32- 
pounders,  nine  18-pounders,  lour 
howitzers,  and  fix  mortars,  were 
opened  againll  it;  a  portion  of 
this  artillery,  however,  had  only 
been  three  days  in  ad  ion. 

The  place  was  perfectly  provid¬ 
ed 
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ed  in  cafemates,  and,  I  am  free  to 
confefs,  its  filiation  and  defences 
offered  greater  obstacles  than  I 
apprehended  we  fhould  have  had 
to  contend  with. 

The  fketch  I  had  the  honour  to 
forward  with  my  lafl  difpatch, 
will  fhew  to  your  excel! :ncy  the 
narrow  and  expofed  front  we  had 
to  work  upon  ;  and  like  wife,  that 
a  due  confideration  for  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  compelled  me  to  conftrudt  the 
batteries  of  fupport  at  rather  too 
great  a  diftance  from  the  work. 

The  ample  fupplies  which  your 
excellency  promptly  difpatched, 
enabled  us  to  fupport  fo  heavy  a 
cannonade  and  bombardment,  as  to 
render  it  unneceffary  to  refort  to  a 
breaching:  battery,  a  meafure  in 

o  -  y 

contemplation,  which  the  (kill  and 
refources  at  all  times  difplayed  by 
Captain  Thackeray,  would  I  doubt 
not  have  happily  accomplillied. 
The  enemy’s  artillery  and  interior 
qf  the  fortrefs  have  greatly  fuller¬ 
ed  ;  but  its  walls  remain  unim¬ 
paired. 

The  troops  have  performed  the 
hazardous  and  arduous  labours  of 
the  fiege  with  charafferiitic  intre¬ 
pidity  and  perfeverance. 

During  the  operations,  one  or 
two  night  attacks  upon  the  ene¬ 
my’s  out-polls  afforded  a  difplay  of 
that  high  degree  of  difcipline  and 
gallantry  which  fuch  efforts  de¬ 
mand. 

Upon  the  evening  of  the  15th, 
Captain  Thackeray,  defiring  to  re¬ 
connoitre  the  approach  and  ground 
for  the  breaching  battery,  then  in 
agitation,  it  became  neceffary  to 
drive'the  enemy  from  an  intrench- 
ment  he  held  within  300  paces  of 
his  rampart.  The  fervice  was  in¬ 
truded  to  Lieutenant. Col.  Moore, 
of  the  35th  regiment,  who  led  the 
grenadiers  of  that  regiment,  light 


company  of  Roll’s,  and  fubaL 
terns’  detachments  of  the  Corfican 
Rifles,  and  royal  marines.  This 
corps,  pufhing  undauntedly  through 
a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  mufketry, 
carried  the  enemy’s  line  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  Upon  trie 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  Captain 
Thackeray  reporting  to  me,  that 
it  was  practicable  to  eftablifh  our 
troops  there,  the  detachment  was 
diieded  to  ft  and  fa  ft,  and  by  in- 
ceffant  and  judicious  labour  during 
the  night,  the  intrenchment  was 
convened  into  a  fecond  parallel, 
from  whence  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
however  fevere,  could  not  diflodire 
it. 

Our  fharpfhooters  and  infantry 
from  thence  greatly  diftreffed  the 
oppofing  artillery;  and  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  baftened  the  enemy’s  deci- 
fion  to  furrender. 

In  thecourfe  of  thefe  operations; 
it  has  afforded  me  infinite  fatis- 
faCticn  to  obferve,  that  the  (kill  of 
our  officers  and  the  courage  of  our 
men  have  uniformly  converted  the 
labours  of  the  enemy  into  works  of 
fecurity  for  ourfelves, 

I  am  happy  to  fay,  that,  upon 
the  whole,  our  lofs  has  been  in- 
cpnfiderable;  remarkably  fo,  when 
the  circumftances  of  the  fiege  are 
taken  into  confideration. 

The  fquadron  has  given  the  mod 
powerful  aid  ;  it  furnifhed  am  mo¬ 
tion  and  cannon  for  the  batteries, 
vvith  intelligent  officers  and  brave 
feamen  to  fight  them  ;  their  fire 
was  moft  deftruClive. 

The  motives  which  induced  me 
to  propofe  this  enterprife  to  your 
excellency,  have  acquired  {Length 
as  I  became  more  acquainted  with 
the  local  pofition  and  the  military 
and  political  relations  ot  the  ifland. 

'The  enemy,  upon  our  landing, 
had  1600  regular  and  irregular 

tifeops. 
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troops ;  a  force  he  could  augment 
at  pleafurc,  and  eafily  bring  to  a& 
againft  the  adjacent  and  leaft  pro¬ 
tected  of  the  liberated  illes.  The 
judicious  meafures  fuggefted  by  his 
Majefty’s  minifter,  Mr.  Forefti, 
and  which  obtained  your  excel¬ 
lency's  fan&ion,  of  receiving  the 
Albanians  into  our  fervicc,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  difplay  of  the  na¬ 
tional  Greek  flag,  led  them  to 
abandon  a  caufe  which  they  never 
heartily  embraced.  Many  of  them 
have  returned  to  their  country, 
and  others  are  propofed  to  be  em 
rolled  by  us,  upon  the  footing  that 
has  been  approved  of. 

During  the  whole  of  the  fervice 
in  this  ifland,  Mr.  Forefti  has  re¬ 
mained  in  the  field,  (haring  with 
me  the  toils  of  the  campaign. 

Herewith  i  enclofe  the  articles 
of  capitulation,  returns  of  killed 
and  wounded,  as  alfo  a  return  of 
prifoners  and  captured  ftores. 

This  difpateh  will  be  prefented 
by  Lieutenant  Hartzenbuhler,  my 
aid-de-camp,  whom  I  again  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  excellency’s  notice 
and  protection. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  Oswald, 

Brig-Gen. 

To  his  Excellency  Lieut. -Gen, 

Sir  John  Stuart ,  K.B • 

Articles  of  capitulation  agreed 
upon  between  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel  Lowe  and  Captain  Mowbray 
of  the  royal  navy,  on  the  part 
of  Brigadier-General  Ofwald, 
commanding  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jesty's  land  forces,  and  of  Cap* 
tain  Eyre,  commanding  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  veffels,  and  General  Ca¬ 
mus,  commanding  the  French 
garrifon  of  the  fortrefs  of  St. 
Maura,  1 6th  April,  i&io. 

Art  .  I.  The  garrifon  of  the  for¬ 


trefs  of  St,  Maura  fhall  evacuate 
this  fortrefs  with  the  honours  of 
war,  and  with  their  arms  and  bag. 
gage  to  embark  on  board  Britifh 
veffels  at  anchor  in  the  roads,  to 
be  landed  at  the  port  of  Triefte, 
or  Ancona,  belonging  to  his  Ma- 
jetty  the  Emperor  Napoleon. 

Anfwer.  The  garrifon  will 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war, 
and  on  the  laying  down  their  arms 
will  be  embarked  on  board  trante 
ports,  to  be  conveyed  to  fueh  port 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions  as  may  be  found  mod  expe¬ 
dient. 

The  officers  will  be  allowed  to 
return  to  Italy  on  their  parole  of 
not  ferving  until  exchanged. 

The  officers  will  preferve  their 
fwords. 

Art.  II.  The  garrifon  fhall 
march  out  by  the  Port  d’Epire, 
and  fhall  embark  at  Port  Nicolo. 

Anfwer.  Granted. 

Art,  III.  As  foon  as  the  gar¬ 
rifon  has  marched  out,  the  gate 
d’Ammaxichi  fhall  be  occupied  by 
the  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

Anfwer.  The  gates  of  the  for. 
trefs  will  be  given  up  to  the  Britifh 
troops  as  foon  as  the  capitulation 
is  figned. 

Art.  IV.  The  non-combatants 
fhall  be  taken  to  Corfu. 

Anfwer.  Granted. 

Art.  V.  The  fick  and  wounded 
fhall  remain  in  the  place  till  their 
recovery,  and  then  be  taken  to 
Corfu.  They  are  recommended  to 
the  generofity  of  the  Britifh  go. 
vernment. 

Anfwer.  Granted. 

Art.  VI.  The  officers  and  men 
of  the  auxiliary  force,  of  whatever 
nation,  fhall  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  garrifon. 

Anfwer.  Granted. 

Art.  VII..  The  baggage  of  the 

officers 
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officers  and  the  knapfacks  of  the 
men  fhall  be  refpedled. 

Anfvver.  All  private  property 
ffiall  be  refpedted,  bat  at  the  lame 
time,  all  private  debts  and  obliga¬ 
tions  towards  the  inhabitants  or 
others  muft  be  fatisfied. 

Art.  VIII.  Ail  public  property 
of  every  defcription,  money,  ma¬ 
gazines,  proviiions,  guns,  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  plans  of  the  engineers 
and  artillery  departments,  fhall  be 
delivered  up  to  the  officers  charged 
to  receive  them  in  the  fame  date 
as  they  now  a&ually  exift ;  and 
the  officers  charged  to  receive  them 
are  to  enter  the  fortrefs  at  the  fame 
time  the  troops  take  poffeffion  of 
the  gates,  by  whom  fen  tries  are  to 
be  furnifiaed  until  the  embarkation 
of  the  garrifon  takes  place. 

(Signed) 

Mowbray,  royal  navy. 

H.  Lowe,  Lieut.-CoLCom. 

Le  Gen.  de  Brigade  Camus. 

fie turn  of  the  French  garrifon  fur- 
rendered  prifoners  of  war  in  the 
fortrefs  of  St.  Maura,  1 6th 
April,  1 8 io. 

i  brigadier-general,  i  akl-de" 
camp,  2  attached  to  the  ftaff,  i 
lieutenant-colonel,  3  ftaff,  4  cap¬ 
tains,  3  lieutenants,  27  ferjeants, 
39  drummers,  638  rank  and  tile. 
— Total  714. 

N.  B.  Seventeen  fick  and  fixty- 
nine  wounded,  not  included  in  the 
above.  (Signed) 

R,  Cust,  Ad  j..  Gen. 

Return  of  killed  and  wounded  of 
the  troops  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Ofwald, 
before  the  fortrefs  of  St.  Maura. 

1  dafF,  1  ferjeant,  22  rank  and 
die  killed  ;  3  field-officers,  7  cap¬ 
tains,  6  fubal terns,  1  ilafr,  4  fer¬ 


jeants,  106  rank  and  file  wounded-; 
1 7  rank  and  file  miffing. 


Admiralty-Office,  Sept.  25. 

Difpatches ,  of  which  the  following 
are  copies  and  extracts,  have  been 
received  at  this  office  from  Vice 
Admiral  Drury,  Commander-in- 
chief  of  his  Majefy’s  J, 'hips  and 
veffels  in  the  Eaf  Indies ,  addrejjcd 
io  John  Wilfon  Croker ,  cfq . 

Government  Houfe ,  Cajlle  Hew  Vic¬ 
toria ,  Amboyna, 

“  Sir,  Feb.  20,  1810. 

Since  my  letter  of  the  8th 
inftant,  acquainting  your  excel¬ 
lency  with  the  capture  of  the 
Dutch  brigs  of  war  Rembang  and 
Hope,  by  his  Majcfty’s  fhip  Do¬ 
ver  under  my  command,  off  the 
ifiand  of  Amboyna,  the  fervices  of 
the  force  under  my  orders,  and  the 
capture  of  the  faid  ifiand,  require 
that  I  fhoiild  enter  into  a  detail 
thereof. 

((  I  have  therefore  to  inform 
your  excellency,  that  being  joined 
on  the  9th  by  his  Ma  jelly’s  fhip 
Cornwallis,  and  a  Dutch  fioop  of 
war  (the  Mandarine)  which  fire 
had  taken,  I  proceeded  immedi¬ 
ately  up  the  harbour  of  Amboyna, 
and  anchored  in  Latitia  Bay,  from 
whence  we  were  enabled  to  ex¬ 
amine  tolerably  well  the  numerous 
batteries  erected  fince  the  Britifil 
refiored  the  ifiand  in  1803,  on  the 
different  heights  commanding  the 
fort  and  anchorage  of  Victoria,  as 
well  as  the  anchorage  of  Portu- 
guefe  Bay. 

“  Thefe  anchorages  arealfo  fur¬ 
ther  protected  by  the  fort  of  Vic¬ 
toria,  the  fea-face  of  which  is  ex¬ 
tremely  ft rong,  a  battery  clofe  on 
the  beach,  well  to  the  right  of  the 
fort,  mounting  lour  1 2-pounders, 

one 
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one  8-pounder,  two  6-pounders, 
and  one  brafs  32-pounder,  and  a 
heavy  battery  built  upon  piles  far 
out  in  the  fca,  mounting  nine  12- 
poundcrs  (iron)  and  one  brafs  32- 
pounder. 

‘4  On  the  morning  of  the  1 6th, 
the  plan  of  attack  was  determined 
upon,  in  confultation  with  Cap¬ 
tains  Montagu  and  Spencer,  of  the 
royal  navy,  Captain  Major  Henry 
Court,  of  the  Hon.  the  Eaft  India 
Company’s  coaft  artillery,  com¬ 
manding  the  troops,  and  Captains 
Phillips  and  Forbes,  of  the  Madras 
European  regiment. 

((  The  arrangements  for  the  at¬ 
tack  were,  that  400  men,  felefted 
as  per  margin  *,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Court,  fhould  be 
landed  a  little  to  the  right  of  Por- 
tuguefe  Bay,  and  advance  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  attack  of  the  batte¬ 
ries  on  the  heights  commanding 
that  anchorage,  as  well  as  the 
town  and  fort  of  Vi&oria,  and  that 
at  the  fame  time  the  (hips  fhould 
commence  their  attack  on  the  fort 
and  fuch  batteries  as  they  could  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  ;  about  two 
P.  M.  the  boats  being  all  our,  and 
every  thing  in  readinefs  for  land¬ 
ing  the  party  fie  le  died  for  that  fer- 
yice,  tiie  fnips  were  got  under 
weigh,  and  flood  acrofs  the  bay, 
with  the  apparent  intention  of 
working  out  to  fea,  bitty  by  keep¬ 
ing  the  fails  lifting  and  other  ma¬ 
noeuvres,  we  contrived  to  drift 
in  towards  the  fpot  fixed  upon  for 
4  landing,  at  the  fame  time  keep¬ 
ing  the  boats  on  the  oppofite  fide 
,  of  the  fliips,  fo  as  not  to  be  per¬ 
ceived  by  the  enemy. 


“  Upon  a  nearer  approach  the 
preparative  fignal  was  made  to  bear 
up  and  fail  large,  the  flips  bore  up 
together  with  a  fine  breeze,  and 
palling  within  cable’s  length  dl  the 
landing  place,  flipped  all  the  boats 
at  the  fame  moment  per  fignai. 
The  troops,  feamen,  and  marines 
were  inftantly  landed,  and  formed 
agreeably  to  the  directions  iffued 
by  Captain  Court,  to  vvbofe  report 
of  their  further  proceedings  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  your  excellency. 

(i  The  fhips  immediately  com¬ 
menced  an  attack  upon  the  fort  and 
furrounding;  batteries,  which  was 
continued  without  intermifion  lor 
two  hours  and  a  half,  by  which 
time,  having  drifted  very  clofe  in, 
expofed  to  an  extreme  heavy  f  re, 
particularly  from  the  heights  on 
the  left  of  the  town,  with  red- 
hot  fhot,  and  the  objedi  of  the  at¬ 
tack  being  accomplifhed  by  the 
unexampled  intrepidity  of  the 
troops,  feamen,  and  marines,  in 
forming  and  gaining  poflefion  ot 
the  heights  commanding  Portu- 
guefe  Bay,  I  took  advantage  of  a 
fprit  of  wind  of'  the  land,  and 
ordered  the  flips  to  anchor  there. 

“  During  the  night  forty  men 
were  landed  from  the  Samarang  ; 
and  two  field-pieces  from  the  Do¬ 
ver,  under  thediredtion  of  Captain 
Spencer,  who  volunteered  on  this 
occafion,  and  fucceeded  in  getting 
the  guns  up  the  heights,  over  a 
heavy  and  difficult  ground. 

Daylight  on  the  17th  {hewed 
the  very  great  advantage  obtained 
over  the  enemy  in  the  attack  the 
preceding  day,  as  he  had  aban¬ 
doned  in  the  night  the  battery  on 


*  176  troops;  feamen  and  marines  of  the  Dover,  So;  feamen  and  marines  of  (lie 
Cornwallis,  105;  feamen  and  marines  of  the  Samarang,  35.— -Total  401,  including 
officers. 
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the  beach,  as  well  as  the  water 
battery,  both  of  which  being  very 
low,  had  much  annoyed  the  (hip¬ 
ping.  Shortly  after  fome  (hells 
were  thrown  from  the  fort  at  our 
pofitions  on  the  heights,  without 
doing  any  injury,  while  the  foot 
from  our  batteries  in  return  were 
feen  to  have  con  fide  table  effeft. 

(t  This  decided  fuperiority,  and 
the  (hips  being  ready  to  advance 
again,  induced  me,  after  landing 
and  examining  with  Captain  Court 
the  ftrength  of  our  pofitions,  to 
fend  in  a  fummons,  a  copy  of  which 
is  annexed,  and  in  confequence 
terms  were  fubmitted  by  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  Amboyna  for  the  fur- 
render  of  the  iiland,  and,  after 
fome  alteration,  the  articles  of  ca¬ 
pitulation  accompanying  were  a- 
greed  to. 

(S  Accordingly,  at  nine  o’clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the 
force  originally  landed,  under 
Captain  Court,  marched  in  and 
took  poffeffion  of  Fort  Victoria  for 
his  Majeftv,  (the  enemy  having 
previoudy  laid  down  their  arms  on 
the  efplanade,)  when  the  Britifh 
Union  was  hoiked  under  a  royal 
falute  from  the  fort  and  (hipping. 

“  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
your  excellency  on  the  acquifition 
of  this  important  colony,  defended 
by  130  Europeans,  and  upwards 
of  1000  Javanefe  and  Madurefe 
troops,  exciufive  of  the  officers  and 
crews  of  three  veffels  funk  in  the 
inner  harbour,  many  of  which  are 
Europeans,  amounting  to  220  men, 
aided  by  the  Dutch  inhabitants 
and  burghers,  who  were  ftationed 
in  the  batteries  on  this  very  formi¬ 
dable  line  of  defence,  as  will  ap¬ 
pear  by  the  return  made  thereon. 

*  See  1 


I  truft  it  will  appear,  that 
the  charaCteriftic  coolnefs  and  bra¬ 
very  of  the  Britifh  foldiers  and 
feamen  have  feldom  (hone  forth 
with  greater  luftre  than  on  this 
occafion,  in  the  intrepid  conduct 
difplayed  by  the  handful  of  brave 
men  which  I  have  had  the  honour 
and  good  fortune  to  command. 
u  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Szc* 
(Signed) 

u  Edward  Tucker.” 
TV.  O’Brien  Drury ,  Rear-Admiral 
of  the  Red ’,  &c.  Eaji  Indies . 

To  Captain  Ednvard  Tucker,  co?n- 
manding  his  Britannic  Maje/fs 
/hips,  and  the  forces  employed  on 
the  expedition  to  the  e  a  (invar d. 

Sir, 

u  I  have  the  honour  to  report  to 
you  by  this  the  earlieft  opportunity 
afforded  me,  the  operations  of  the 
troops  and  feamen  employed  under 
my  command,  in  the  attack  upon 
the  enemy’s  outpoks,  on  the  1 6th 
ink. 

“  The  force  deftined  for  this 
fervice,  compofed  of  the  number 
of  men  named  in  the  margin  *, 
having  landed  about  two  o’clock 
P.  M.  agreeably  to  your  orders, 
and  being  formed,  according  to 
inftrudions  I  had  previoudy  given, 
the  advanced  party,  under  Captain 
Phillips,  confiding  of  30  rank  and 
file  of  the  fecond  battalion  of  artil¬ 
lery,  under  Lieutenant  Stewart,  the 
detachment  of  royal  marines  from 
his  Majedy’s  (hip  Dover,  under 
Lieutenant  Higginfon,  and  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  one  company  of  the 
Madras  European  regiment,  with 
a  party  of  feamen  from  his  Ma. 
jedy’s  diip  Dover,  under  Lieute¬ 
nant  Jeffries,  in  all  about  180  men, 

5c  444. 
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was  directed  to  attack  the  battery 
at  Wannetoo,  fituated  on  the  top 
of  a  fmall  hill,  of  a  mod  com¬ 
manding  height  and  portion,  and 
defended  by  five  iron  1 2-pounders, 
two  iron  8-pounders,  two  iron  6- 
pounders,  and  two  five  arid  a  half 
inch  brafs  howitzers, 

li  This,  the  mod  advanced  pod: 
of  the  enemy,  and  commanding 
the  fhore  at  Portuguefe  Bay, 
was  attacked  with  that  gallantry, 
promptitude,  and  judgment,  which 
were  to  be  expected  from  the 
exertions  and  talents  of  that  dif- 
tinguifhed  officer  Captain  Phillips, 
of  the  Madras  European  regiment, 
and  was  immediately  carried, 
notwith.ftanding  the  determined 
oppodtion  of  the  enemy,  who 
had  two  officers  killed  and  one 
defperately  wounded,  after  the 
entrance  of  our  party  into  the  bat¬ 
tery. 

i£  Under  the  able  directions  of 
Lieutenant  Duncan  Stewart  (who, 
though  wounded,  continued  at  his 
poll,)  three  of  the  guns  were  im¬ 
mediately  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  enemy  in  his  retreat,  and  fub- 
fequently  upon  the  enemy’s  poft  at 
Batter  Gantong,  which  had  opened 
a  fire  upon  our  troops  at  Wannetoo 
on  their  taking  poffeffion  thereof. 

(C  With  the  remaining  force  *  I 
proceeded  along  the  heights  to 
turn  the  enemy’s  pofition  at  Batter 
Gantong,  fituated  about  1500 
yards  diflant  from,  and  nearly  on 
the  fame  level  with  that  at  Wan¬ 
netoo,  and  which  commanded  the 
town  of  Amboy na  and  Fort  Vic¬ 


toria.  This  party  endured,  with 
the  greated  fpirit  and  patience,  a 
mod:  fatiguing  and  troublefome 
march,  afcending  and  defcending 
hills  over  which  there  was  no  road, 
and  many  of  them  fo  extremely 
deep  as  to  require  the  abidance  of 
the  bufhes  for  the  men  to  get  up 
and  down  by.  Their  toils  were, 
however,  rewarded  by  our  reach¬ 
ing,  a  little  after  funfet,  an  emi¬ 
nence  which  effectually  commanded 
the  enemy,  and  by  the  fatisfaftion 
we  experienced  on  finding,  that 
we  had  purfued  the  only  mode  of 
attack  againd  this  pod  (fo  drong 
by  the  nature  of  the  ground)  which 
admitted  a  probability  of  fuccefs, 
other  wife  than  by  a  great  facrifice 
of  lives. 

6(  The  enemy,  who  was  col¬ 
lected  in  fome  numbers,  retired 
immediately  we  were  perceived  on 
the  heights  above  them,  and  we 
entered  the  battery  without  oppo¬ 
fition,  where  we  found  four  iron 
1 2-pounders,  and  one  iron  9-poun¬ 
der. 

u  The  confequences  of  our  fue- 
ceffes,  in  obtaining  poffeffion  of 
Wannetoo  and  Batter  Gantong, 
were  obferved  by  the  defertion*  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  of  two  bat¬ 
teries,  which  had  annoyed  the  fhips, 
and  which  became  expofed  to  our 
commanding  lire.  One  of  them, 
called  the  Wogoo  battery,  is  fitu¬ 
ated  on  the  fhore,  the  other  is 
ereCfed  upon  piles,  fome  didance 
in  the  fea  ;  they  were  both  well 
calculated  for  defence  againd  a 
naval  attack,  and  were  covered  by 


*  One  company  of  the  Madras  European  regiment,  Captain  Forbes;  the  feamen 
and  marines  from’his  M'ajeity’s  thip  Cornwallis  ;  the  teamen  from  the  Samarang  ;  13 
artillerymen.  This  body  was  under  the  immediate  orders  of  Captain  Forbes,  who 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  this  charge  to  my  greateft  fatisfaCtion. 

a  very 

* 
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a  very  thick  parapet.  The  ord¬ 
nance  found  in  them  are  exprefled 
in  the  margin  *, 

fS  During  the  night  of  the  1 6th 
inftant,  two  1 2- pounders  and  one 
q-pounder  were  relieved  of  the 
fpikes  in  the  Batter  Gantong  bat¬ 
tery,  which  on  the  following  day 
were  brought  to  fire  on  the  fort* 
The  enemy  returned  our  fire, 
(which  continued  until  your  fum- 
mons  for  the  furrender  of  the  town) 
with  {hells,  but  without  effieft. 

((  Gurlofsi,  in  obtaining  our 
advantages  was  trifling,  in  compa- 
rifon  with  the  importance  of  the 
confequences,  and  confidering  the 
obftacles  the  troops  had  tofurmount. 

i(  The  capitulation  of  the  town 
has  prevented  the  further  neceffity 
of  the  troops  and  feamen  difplaying 
that  valour  and  fleadinefs  which 
had  been  confpicuous  in  every  part 
of  their  condudi  throughout  this 
fervice,  and  which  their  undimi- 
nifhed  ardour  gave  every  reafon  to 
conclude  would  have  been  attended 
with  fimilar  fuccefs,  although  op- 
pofed  to  the  more  formidable  de¬ 
fences  of  Battamera  and  Gillala. 

(c  I  have  herewith  the  honour 
to  enclofe  a  return  of  ordnance 
mounted  on  the  caftle  of  Vi&oria, 
and  on  the  leveral  batteries  to  the 
right  and  left  thereof.  The  return 
of  ftores  is  too  voluminous  to  ena¬ 
ble  me  at  prefent  to  tranfmit  you. 

(Signed) 

<c  M.  H.  Court.” 
Fort  Vitoria,  2 "jtb  Feb.  i8iq. 


[Here  follows  a  propofal,  by 
Captain  Tucker  to  the  Dutch  go¬ 
vernor,  for  the  furrender  of  An?- 
boyna,  with  the  articles  of  capitu¬ 
lation,  which  are  in  the  ufual  ftyle, 
as  alfo  a  return  of  the  ordnance 
taken,  which  amount  to  233  guns, 
iron  and  brafs.] 


His  Majefty's  Jhip  Dover)  Amboy  no , 
u  Sir,  March  1,  18  3  o. 
iS  I  have  the  pleafure  to  ac¬ 
quaint  your  excellency,  that,  fince 
my  letter  of  the  20th  ult.  the  va¬ 
luable  iflands  of  Saparoun,  Ha- 
roiika,  and  Naflb  Laut,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  Bouro  and  Ma.nn.ippa,  have 
furrendered  to  his  Majefty’s  forces 
under  my  command. 

<f  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed) 

u  Edwa  r d  Tu c k e  r . J ? 
To  his  Excellency  W.  O.  Drury ,  Eff* 

[Here  follow  lifts  of  the  armed 
and  other  veffels  taken  previoufly 
to  the  2  2d  January,  amounting  in 
all  to  72—27  of  them  were  arm¬ 
ed.] 


Downing. ftreet,  Ofh  14. 

A  dif patch ,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy ,  was  received  this  day  at 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool' s  office)  ad - 
drejfed  to  his  Lordjhipy  from  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Lord  Vifcount  Wel¬ 
lington y  K.  B.  dated  Coimbra ,  the 
^Oth  September)  1810. 

“  My  Lord, 

((  While  the  enemy  wasadvanc- 


*  Wogoo  battery,  4  iron  12-pounders,  1  do.  8-pounder,  2  do.  6  pounders,  and  1 
brafs  32-pounder  carronade. — Battery  m  the  fea,  9  iron  12-pounders  and  1  brafs 
32-pounder  carronade. 

4  1  corporal  of  marines  belonging  to  the  Samaranc,  2  privates  of  the  Madras 
European  regiment,  and  1  fea  man  of  the  Dover,  killed  ;  1  lieutenant  and  1  corporal 
of  the  2d  detachment  of  the  Britiih  artillery,  4  privates  of  the  Madras  European  re¬ 
giment,  and  4  feamen  of  the  Dover  wounded. 
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ing  from  Ccloricd  and  Trancofo 
upon  Vi  feu,  the  different  divi  lions 
of  militia  and  ordenanza  were  em¬ 
ployed  upon  their  flanks  and  rear  ; 
and  Colonel  Trant,  with  his  divi- 
flon,  attacked  the  efcort  of  the 
military  cheft  and  referve  artillery 
near  Tojal,  on  the  20th  infl. 

i(  He  took  two  oflicers  and  100 
pri loners,  but  the  enemy  collected 
a  force  from  the  front  and  rear, 
which  obliged  him  to  retire  again 
towards  the  Dotiro. 

“  I  underftand  that  the  enemy’s 
communication  with  Almeida  is 
completely  cut  off ;  and  he  poflefles 
only  the  ground  on  which  his  army 
ftands. 

f(  My  difpatches  of  the  20th 
inftant,  will  have  informed  you  of 
the  meafures  which  I  had  adopted, 
and  which  were  in  progrefs,  to 
colleH  the  army  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  if  poflibie  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  obtaining  poffeflion  of 
this  town. 

i(  On  the  21  ft  the  enemy’s  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  pufhed  on  to  St. 
Cambadao,  at  the  junction  cf  the 
rivers  Criz  and  Dao  ;  and  Briea- 
dier- General  Pack  retired  acrofs 
the  former,  and  joined  Brigadier- 
General  Crawfurd  at  Mortagoa, 
having  deftroyed  the  bridges  over 
thofe  two  rivers.  The  enemy’s 
advanced  guard  crofted  the  Criz, 
having  repaired  the  bridge  on  the 
23d,  and  the  whole  of  the  6th 
corps  were  collected  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river;  and  I  therefore 
withdrew  the  cavalry  through  the 
Sierra  de  Bufaco,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  three  fquadrons,  as  the 
ground  was  unfavourable  for  the 
operations  of  that  arm. 

“  On  the  23 tb,  the  whole  of 
the  6th  and  of  the  2d  corps  crofted 
the  Criz,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 


Sr.  Cambadao  ;  and  Brigadier-Ge¬ 
neral  Crawfurd’s  divifton,  and  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Pack’s  brigade,  re¬ 
tired  to  the  pofition  which  I  had  . 
fixed  upon  for  the  army  on  the  top 
of  the  Sierra  de  Bufaco.  Thefe 
troops  were  followed  in  this  move¬ 
ment  by  the  whole  of  the  corps  of 
Ney  and  Regnier  (the  6th  and  2d,) 
but  it  was  conduced  by  Brigadier- 
General  Craufurd  with  great  regu¬ 
larity,  and  the  troops  took  their 
pofition  without  fuftaining  any  lofs 
of  importance. 

“  The  4th  Portuguefe  ca^a- 
dores,  which  had  retired  on  the 
right  of  the  other  troops,  and  the 
piquets  of  the  3d  divifton  of  infan¬ 
try,  which  were  pofted  at  St.  An¬ 
tonio  de  Contaro,  under  Major 
Smith  of  the  45th,  were  engaged 
with  the  advance  of  Rcgnier’s 
corps  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
former  {hewed  that  fteadinefs  and 
gallantry  which  others  of  the  Por¬ 
tuguefe  troops  have  ftnce  mani- 
fefted.’’ 

(i  Tile  Sierra  de  Bufaco  is  a 
high  ridge,  which  extends  from 
the  Mondego  in  a  northerly  direc¬ 
tion  about  eight  miles. 

“  At  the  higheft:  point  of  the 
ridge,  about  two  miles  from  its 
termination,  is  the  convent  and 
gardens  of  Bufaco.  The  Sierra  of 
Bufaco  is  connected  by  a  moun¬ 
tainous  tradt  of  country  with  the 
Sierra  de  Caramula,  which  extends 
in  a  north-eafterly  direction  be¬ 
yond  Vifeu,  and  feparates  the 
valley  of  the  Mondego  from  the 
valley  of  the  Douro,  on  the  left 
of  the  Mondego.  Nearly  in  a  line 
with  the  Sierra  de  Bufaco  is  an¬ 
other  ridge  of  the  fame  uefcription, 
which  is  called  the  Sierra  de  Mar¬ 
cella,  covered  by  the  river  Alva, 
and  connected  by  other  moun-\ 

tainous 
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tainous  tradfs  with  the  Sierra  d’Ef- 
trella. 

(( All  the  roads  to  Coimbra,  from 
the  eaftward,  lead  over  one  or  the 
other  of  thefe  Sierras.  They  are 
very  difficult  for  the  paffage  of  an 
army,  the  approach  to  the  top  of 
the  ridge  on  both  fides  being  moun¬ 
tainous.  As  the  enemy’s  whole 
army  was  on  the  ridge  of  the  Mon- 
dego,  and  as  it  was  evident  that 
he  intended  to  force  our  pofition, 
Lieutenant-General  Hill  croffed 
that  river,  by  a  fhort  movement 
to  his  left,  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th,  leaving  Colonel  le  Cor  with 
his  brigade  on  the  Sierra  de  Mar¬ 
cella,  to  cover  the  right  of  the 
army,  and  Major-General  Fane, 
with  his  divifion  of  Portuguefe 
cavalry,  and  the  13th  light  dra¬ 
goons  in  front  of  the  Alva,  to  ob- 
ferve  and  check  the  movements  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  Mon- 
dego.  With  this  exception,  the 
whole  army  was  colledled  upon  the 
Sierra  de  Bufaco,  with  the  Britifh 
cavalry  obferving  the  plain  in  the 
rear  of  its  left,  and  the  road  lead¬ 
ing  from  Mortogoa  to  Oporto, 
through  the  mountainous  tradl 
which  connects  the  Sierra  de  Bu¬ 
faco  with  the  Sierra  de  Caramula. 

((  The  8th  corps  joined  the  ene¬ 
my  in  our  front  on  the  26th,  but 
he  did  not  make  any  ferious  attack 
on  that  day.  The  light  troops  on 
both  fides  were  engaged  throughout 
the  line. 

“  At  fix  in  the  morning  of  the 
27th,  the  enemy  made  two  defpe- 
rate  attacks  upon  our  pofition,  the 
one  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the 
left  of  the  highefl  point  of  the 
Sierra.  The  attack  upon  the  right 
was  made  by  two  divifions  of  the 
2d  corps,  on  that  part  of  the  Sierra 
occupied  by  the  3d  divifion  of  in- 
Vo  L,  LI I.  or  V oi.  X.  New  Sk 


fantry.  One  divifion  of  French 
infantry  arrived  at  the  top  of  the 
ridge,  when  it  was  attacked  in 
the  rnoft  gallant  manner  by  the 
88th  regiment,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Hon.  Lieutenant-Co¬ 
lonel  Wallace,  and  the  45th  regi¬ 
ment,  under  the  command  of  the 
Hon.  Lieut. -Col.  Meade,  and  by 
the  8th  Portuguefe  regiment,  under 
the  command  of  Lieut. -Col.  Doug¬ 
las,  directed  by  Major-Gen.  Pi  don. 

((  Thefe  three  corps  advanced 
with  the  bavonet,  ami  drove  the 
enemy's  divifion  from  the  advan¬ 
tageous  ground  which  they  had 
obtained.  The  other  divifion  of 
the  2d  corps  attacked  further  on 
the  right,  by  the  road  leading  by 
St.  Antonia  de  Cantaro,  alfo  in 
front  of  Major-General  Picton’s 
divifion.  This  divifion  was  re¬ 
pul  fed  before  it  could  reach  the  top 
of  the  ridge  by  the  74th' regiment, 
under  the  command  of  the  Hon. 
Lieut. -Colonel  French,  and  the 
brigade  of  Portuguefe  infantry, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Champelmond,  di redied  by  Colo¬ 
nel  Mackinnon  ;  Major-General 
Leith  alfo  moved  to  his  left,  to 
the  fupport  of  Major-General  Pic- 
ton,  and  aided  in  the  defeat  of  the 
enemy  on  this  poll  by  the  3d  bat¬ 
talion  Royals,  the  ift  battalion, 
and  the  2d  battalion  38th  regi¬ 
ment. 

c<  In  thefe  attacks  Major-Gene¬ 
rals  Leith  and  Pidton,  Colonels 
Mackinnon  and  Champelmond,  of 
the  Portuguefe  fervice,  who  was 
wounded,  Lieut. -Colonel  Wal¬ 
lace,  the  Hon.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Meade,  Lieut. -Colonel  Sutton  of 
the  9th  Portuguefe  regiment ;  Ma¬ 
jor  Smith,  of  the  45th  regiment, 
who  was  unfortunately  killed  ; 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Douglas  and 
UESV  [F/]  Majo? 
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Major  Birmingham,  of  the  8th 
Portuguefe  regiment,  diftinguifhed 
themfelves.  Major-General  Pic- 


made  a  gallant  and  faccefsful  charge 
upon  a  body  of  another  divifion  of 
the  enemy,  which  was  endeavour- 


ton  reports  favourably  of  the  9th 
and  2 1  ft  Portuguefe  regiments, 
commanded  by  LieUtenant-Colonel 
futton,  and  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
de  Arouje  Baceilar,  and  of  the 
Portuguefe  artillery,  commanded 
by  Lieut.-Colonel  Arentchild.  I 
have  alfo  to  mention  in  a  particu¬ 
lar  manner,  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Danfey,  of  the  88th  regiment. 

*l  Major-General  Leith  reports 
the  good  conduct  of  the  Royals, 
ift  battalion,  9th,  and  2d  batta¬ 
lion  38th  regiment  ;  and  I  beg  to 
aflure  your  lordlhip,  that  I  never 
witnefled  a  more  gallant  attack 
than  that  made  by  the  38th,  45th, 
and  8th  Portuguefe  regiment,  on 
the  enemy’s  divifion  which  had 
reached  the  ridge  of  the  Sierra. 

“  On  the  left  the  enemy  attacked 
with  three  divifions  of  infantry  of 
the  6th  corps,  that  part  of  the 
Sierra  occupied  by  the  left  divi¬ 
fion,  commanded  by  Brigadier- 
General  Crawfurd,  and  by  the 
brigade  of  Portuguefe  infantry, 
commanded  by  Brig. -Gen.  Pack. 

e(  One  divifion  of  infantry  only 
made  any  progrefs  towards  the 
top  of  the  hill,  and  they  were  im¬ 
mediately  charged  with  the  bayo¬ 
net  by  Brigadier-General  Craw¬ 
furd,  with  the  48th,  5 2d,  and 
95th  regiments,  and  the  3d  Por¬ 
tuguefe  capadores,  and  driven 
down  with  immenfe  lofs. 

“  Brigadier-General  Cleman’s 
brigade  of  Portuguefe  infantry, 
which  was  in  referve,  was  moved 
up  to  fupport  the  right  of  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Craufurd’s  divifion, 
and  a  battalion  of  the  19th  Portu¬ 
guefe  regiment,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Macbean, 


ing  to  penetrate  in  that  quarter. 

“  In  this  attack  Brigadier-Ge¬ 
neral  Crawfurd,  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nels  Beckwith,  of  the  95th,  and 
Barclay,  of  the  52d,  and  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  the  regiments 
engaged,  diftinguifhed  themfelves. 

“  Befides  thefe  attacks,  the  light 
troops  of  the  two  armies  were  en¬ 
gaged  througout  the  27th,  and  the 
4th  Portuguefe  capadores,  and  the 
ift  and  1 6th  regiments,  directed 
by  Brig. -General  Pack,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  de 
Rego  Bonito,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hill,  and  Major  Armftrong,  (hew¬ 
ed  great  fteadinefs  and  gallantry. 

“  The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  ene¬ 
my  in  this  attack  of  the  27th  has 
been  enormous. 

“  I  underftand  that  the  General 
of  Divifion  Merle  and  General 
Maucun  are  wounded,  and  Gene¬ 
ral  Simon  was  taken  prifoner  by 
the  5 2d  regiment,  and  3  colonels, 
33  officers,  and  250  men. 

“  The  enemy  left  2000  killed 
upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  1  un¬ 
derftand  from  the  prifoners  and  de¬ 
le  r  ter  s  that  the  lofs  in  wounded  is 
immenfe. 

u  The  enemy  did  not  renew  his 
attack,  excepting  by  the  fire  of 
his  light  troops,  on  the  28th,  but 
he  moved  a  large  body  of  infantry 
and  cavalry  from  the  left  of  his 
centre  to  his  rear,  from  whence  I 
faw  his  cavalry  in  march  on  the 
road  which  leads  from  Mortogoa 
over  the  mountains  towards  Oporto. 

“  Having  thought  it  probable 
th&t  he  would  endeavour  to  turn 
our  left  by  that  road,  I  had  di- 
re&ed  Colonel  Trant,  with  his  di¬ 
vifion  of  militia,  to  march  to  Sar- 

dao, 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [451 


dao,  with  the  intention  that  he 
ftiould  occupy  ihofe  mountains,  but 
unfortunately  he  was  fent  round  by 
Oporto  by  the  general  officer  com¬ 
manding  in  the  north,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  fmall  detachment  of 
the  enemy  being  in  poffeffion  of 
St.  Pedro  de  Sul ;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  efforts  which  he  made 
to  arrive  in  time,  he  did  not  reach 
Sardao  till  the  28th  at  night,  after 
the  enemy  was  in  poffeffion  of  the 
ground. 

(S  As  it  was  probable  that  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night  of  the  28th 
the  enemy  would  throw  his  whole 
army  upon  that  road,  by  which  he 
could  avoid  the  Sierra  de  Bufaco, 
and  reach  Coimbra  by  the  high 
road  to  Oporto,  and  thus  the  army 
would  have  been  expofed  to  be  cut 
off  from  that  town,  or  to  a  general 
action  on  lefs  favourable  ground, 
and  as  I  had  reinforcements  in  my 
rear,  I  was  induced  to  withdraw 
from  the  Sierra  de  Bufaco.  The 
enemy  did  break  up  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  at  eleven  at  night  of  the  28th, 
and  he  made  the  march  expe&ed. 
His  advanced  guard  was  at  Ave- 
lans,  in  the  road  from  Oporto  to 
Coimbra,  yefterday,  and  the  whole 
army  was  feen  in  march  through 
the  mountains.  That  under  my 
command,  however,  was  already 
in  the  low  country,  between  the 
Sierra  de  Bufaco  and  the  fea  ;  and 
the  whole  of  it,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  advanced  guard,  is  this 
day  on  the  left  of  the  Mondego. 

Although,  from  the  unfortunate 
circumftance  of  the  delay  of  Col. 
Trant’s  arrival  at  Sardao,  I  am 
apprehenfive  that  I  (hall  not  fuc- 
ceed  in  effecting  the  object  which 
I  had  in  view  in  paffing  the  Mon¬ 
dego,  and  in  occupying  the  Sierra 


de  Bufaco,  I  do  not  regret  tny  hav¬ 
ing  done  fo.  This  movement  has  af¬ 
forded  me  a  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity  of  (hewing  the  enemy  the  de- 
fcription  of  troops  of  which  this 
army  is  compofed  ;  it  has  brought 
the  Portuguefe  levies  into  a&ion 
with  the  enemy  for  the  firft  time 
in  an  advantageous  fituation  ;  and 
they  have  proved  that  the  trouble 
which  has  been  taken  with  them  has 
not  been  thrown  away ;  and  that  they 
are  worthy  of  contending  in  the 
fame  ranks  with  Britifh  troops,  'in. 
tffiis  interefting  caufe,  which  they 
afford  the  bell  hopes  of  favirig. 

“  Throughout  the  conteft  upon 
the  Sierra,  and  in  all  the  previous 
marches,  and  in  thofe  which  we 
have  lince  made,  the  whole  army 
have  conduced  themfelves  in  the 
moft:  regular  manner.  Accordingly 
all  the  operations  have  been  car¬ 
ried  on  with  eafe,  the  foldiers  have 
fuffered  no  privations,  have  under¬ 
gone  no  unneceffary  fatigue,  there 
has  been  no  lofs  of  {lores,  and  the 
army  is  in  the  higheft  fpirits. 

f(  I  have  received  throughout 
the  fervice  the  greateft  affiftancc 
from  the  general  and  ftaff  officers. 

t(  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Brent 
Spencer  has  given  me  the  affift- 
ance  which  his  experience  enables 
him  to  afford  me ;  and  I  am  par¬ 
ticularly  indebted  to  the  adjutant 
and  the  quarter-mafter-general, 
and  the  officers  of  their  depart¬ 
ments,  and  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bathurft,  and  the  officers  of  my 
perfonal  ftaff,  to  Brigadier-Gene¬ 
ral  Howarth,  and  the  artillery, 
and  particularly  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Fletcher,  Captain  Chap¬ 
man,  and  the  officers  of  the  royal 
engineers.  I  mull;  likewife  men¬ 
tion  Mr.  Kennedy  ,  and  the  officers 
[F/z]  of 
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of  the  commiflariat,  which  depart¬ 
ment  has  been  carried  on  moil  fuc- 
cefsfully. 

i£  I  fhould  not  do  juftice  to  the* 
ferviee,  or  to  my  own  feeling,  if 
I  did  not  take  this  opportunity  of 
drawing  your  lordfhip’s  attention 
to  the  merits  of  Marfhal  Beres- 
ford.  To  him  exclufi vely,  under 
the  Portuguefe  government,  is  due 
the  merit  of  having  raifed,  formed, 
difciplined,  and  equipped  the  Por¬ 
tuguefe  army,  which  has  now 
fhewn  itfelf  capable  of  engaging 
and  defeating  the  enemy. 

u  I  have  befides  received  from 
him,  upon  all  occafions,  all  the 
affiftance  which  his  experience,  and 
abilities,  and  knowledge  of  this 
country,  have  qualified  him  to  af¬ 
ford  me. 

<(  The  enemy  has  made  no 
movement  in  Eftrernadura,  or  in 
the  northern  provinces,  fince  I 
addreffed  your  lordfhip  laft. 

iS  My  laft  accounts  from  Cadiz 
are  of  the  gth  inftant. 

<(  I  enclofe  a  return  of  the  kil¬ 
led  and  wounded  of  the  allied  ar¬ 
mies  in  the  courfe  of  the*  25th, 
26th,  27th,  and  28th  inftant.  I 
send  this  difpatch  by  my  aid-de- 
camp,  Captain  Burgh,  to  whom  I 
beg  to  refer  your  lordfhip  for  any 
further  details,  and  to  recommend 
him  to  your  lordfhip's  notice.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  Wellington. 

Return  of  the  number  cf  killed , 
•wounded,  and  mijjing  of  the  army 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant - 
(general  Lord  Vf count  Welling¬ 
ton ,  K.  B.  in  the  advance  of  the 
French  army  towards  the  poftion 
of  Bufaco ,  ott  the  2 §th  and  i&th 
if  September,  1 8 1 0 . 

C  horfes  killed ;  1  captain,  1 


corn&t,  2  ferjeants,  $  rank  and 
file,  1 2  horfes  wounded  ;  7  rank 
and  file,  10  horfes  miffing. 

Return  of  the  number  of  killed \ 
wounded ,  and  miffing  of  the  army 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Lord  ViJ 'count  Wellington , 
K.  B.  in  the  a  Elion  with  the 
French  army ,  commanded  by  Mar - 
fhal  Maffena ,  f  Prince  of  Efing) 
in  the  poftion  of  Bufaco ,  on  the 
2  7/^  September ,  1810. 

1  major,  1  captain,  2  lieute¬ 
nants,  1  enfign,  3  ferjeants,  97 
rank  and  file  killed  ;  3  lieutenant- 
colonels,  3  majors,  10  captains, 

1 6  lieutenants,  1  enfign,  21  fer¬ 
jeants,  3  drummers,  434  rank  and 
file  wounded  ;  1  captain,  1  ferjeant, 
29  rank  and  file  miffing. 

Return  of  the  killed ,  wounded ,  mif¬ 
fing,  and  pr  if  oners  of  war  of  the 
Portuguefe  army,  on  the  iqth  of 
September. 

4  captains,  2  fubalterns,  1  fer¬ 
jeant,  1  drummer,  82  rank  and 
fie  killed  ;  1  colonel,  1  major,  5 
captains,  18  fubalterns,  9  ferjeants, 
478  rank  and  fie  wounded  ;  2  fer¬ 
jeants,  18  rank  and  fie  miffing. 

Downing-ftreet,  Odlober  25. 

A  dfpatch,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  extra  Si,  was  laf  night  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 
one  of  his  Maje/ly’ s  principal  fe- 
c  retards  of  fate. 

Head-quarters,  St.  Paul’s,  Ifie  of 
Bourbon ,  2 \st  July,  1  8 1  p. 

“  Sir, 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  report 
that  the  force,  conffting  of  1800 
European,  and  1850  native  troops, 
which  the  right  honourable  the 
governor-general  of  India,  in 
council,  has  been  plea  fed  to  con» 
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fide  to  my  orders  and  directions, 
for  the  conqueft  of  the  ifland  of 
Bourbon,  arrived  at  Roderiguez 
on  the  20th  of  June,  at  which 
time  I  was  abfent  on  the  import¬ 
ant  duty  which  has  already  been 
detailed,  for  the  information  of  his 
lordfhip,  in  my  letter  of  the  1 6th  of 
the  fame  month.  The  intelligence 
which  I  then  obtained  enable  me 
at  once  to  decide  upon  a  plan  of 
attack.  On  the  24th  of  June, 
Commodore  Rowley,  commanding 
the  blockading  fquadron  before 
the  ifl.es  of  France  and  Buonaparte, 
anchored  in  his  Majefly’s  ill  ip 
Boadicea,  off  Fort  Duncan,  in  the 
ifland  of  Roderiguez.  No  time 
was  loft  in  making  the  neceffary 
arrangements  for  the  redudion  of 
this  ifland,  as  well  as  for  carrying 
into  effeft  the  ulterior  objed  of  the 
expedition.  From  the  unfavour¬ 
able  date  of  the  weather,  we  were 
delayed  at  Roderiguez  until  the 
morning  of  the  3d  inflant,  when 
we  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded 
to  the  point  of  rendezvous,  fifty 
miles  to  windward  of  the  ifland 
of  Buonaparte,  which  point  we 
reached  at  four  o'clock  on  the 
evening  of  the  6th,  when,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  judicious  arrange¬ 
ments  made  by  Commodore  Row. 
ley,  and  the  indefatigable  zeal 
and  exertions  of  Captains  Pym, 
of  the  Sirius,  Lambert,  of  the 
Iphigenia,  Curtis,  of  the  Magi- 
cienne,  Willoughby,  of  the  Ne- 
reide,  and  Lieutenant  Robb,  firfl 
of  the  Boadicea,  the  whole  of  the 
troops  were  removed  from  the 
tranfports  and  embarked  in  the 
frigates,  which  immediately  flood 
in  for  the  points  of  debarkation. 

u  It  will  appear  by  thedifpofition 
made  in  the  plan  of  attack,  for 


firiking  the  firfl  blow  at  the 

enemy’s  .capital,  that  there  were 
two  obj efts  in  view  ;  firfl,  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  protraCted  warfare  in  the  in¬ 
terior  of  a  country  almofl  inaccef- 
fible  to  an  invading  army  ;  and  fe~ 
condly,  to  enfure  the  final  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  ifland  in  the  fhortefl 
time  poihble,  by  fecuring  the  prin¬ 
cipal  garrifon,  and  the  governor 
and  commander-in. chief,  whom  I 
knew  to  be  at  St.  Denis.  The 
1  ft  brigade,  compofed  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  86th  regiment,  the  ill  bat¬ 
talion  6th  regiment  of  Madras  na¬ 
tive  infantry,  and  a  fmall  detail  of 
artillery  and  pioneers,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Frafer,  was 
ordered  to  land  at  Grand  Chaloupe, 
and  to  proceed  by  the  mountains, 
diredt  againfl  the  weft  fide  of  the 
enemy’s  capital  ;  whilfl  the  ed, 
3d,  and  4th  brigades  were  to  land 
at  Riviere  des  Piuies,  and  to  force 
the  lines  of  defence  extending  from 
the  Butor  redoubt,  on  the  north 
or  fea  fide,  to  the  redoubt  No.  1 /, 
on  the  fouth,  and  from  thence  to 
crofs  the  rear  of  the  town  to  the 
river  St.  Denis. 

iC  About  two  o’clock  p.  m,  on 
the  7th,  the  feveral  lhips  having 
reached  their  flations  ;  the  beach 
from  St.  Marie,  to  within  gun- 
fhot  of  the  Imperial  battery,  was 
reconnoitred  by  Captain  Wil¬ 
loughby,  of  the  royal  navy,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  of 
his  Majefly’s  33d  regiment,  com¬ 
manding  the  4th  brigade,  or  the 
advance.  The  weather  being;  then 
moderate,  and  the  enemy  not  ap¬ 
pearing  in  ftrength,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  debark  the  troops.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  Lieut.-Col.  Campbell, 
with  150  light  troops  of  his  bri¬ 
gade,  and  Captain  Willoughby, 
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of  the  royal  navy,  commanding  a 
party  of  feaman,  and  appointed  to 
fuperintend  the  landing,  imme¬ 
diately  pufhed  off,  and  landed  their 
men  about  four  o’clock.  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Macleod,  of  his  Majefty’s 
69th  regiment,  commanding  the 
3d  brigade,  with  150  men,  ef- 
feded  a  landing  nearly  at  the  fame 
time.  But  at  this  moment  the 
wind  increafing  with  much  vio¬ 
lence,  raifed  the  furf  to  an  unex- 
peded  height,  and  feveral  boats 
being  ftove  on  the  beach,  the 
landing  of  more  troops  that  even¬ 
ing  became  impradicable.  This 
important  objed  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  given  up,  until  an  experi¬ 
ment,  concerted  with  Commodore 
Rowley,  was  put  in  execution. 
A  fmall  tranfport  (the  Udney)  was 
run  upon  the  beach,  in  hopes  that 
the  troops  might  be  enabled  to 
land  over  her  Hern  or  under  her 
lee.  This  fervice  was  performed 
by  Lieutenant  Lloyd,  2d  of  the 
Boadicea,  with  the  ufual  intrepi¬ 
dity  which  diftinguifties  our  navy  ; 
but  the  violence  of  the  weather, 
and  natural  difficulties  of  the  fitua- 
tion,  were  fuch  as  to  fruftrate  the 
intention  propofed.  It  now  be¬ 
came  neceffary,  if  poffible,  to 
communicate  with  Lieutenant-Co¬ 
lonel  Macleod,  the  fenior  officer 
with  the  detachment  on  {hore, 
which  in  landing  had  the  whole  of 
their  ammunition  damaged,  and 
had  loft  a  confiderable  number  of 
their  arms.  Lieut.  Foulftone,  of 
his  Majefty’s  69th  regiment,  in 
the  mo  ft  handfome  manner  volun¬ 
teering  to  fwim  through  the  furf, 
his  fervices  were  immediately  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  that  officer  accordingly 
conveyed  my  orders  to  the  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  to  take  poffeffion  of, 


and  occupy  St.  Marie  for  the  night* 
This  fervice  was  performed  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Macleod  in  a 
mafterly  and  cfficer-like  manner. 

“  I  felt  much  anxiety  for  this 
detachment  during  the  night  ;  and 
as  the  practicability  of  difembark- 
ing  more  troops  to  windward  ap¬ 
peared  to  Commodore  Rowley,  as 
well  as  myfelf,  very  uncertain,  the 
Magicienne,  having  on  board  the 
2d  brigade,  was  difpatched  about 
ten  o’clock  /.  m.  to  Grand  Cha- 
loupe,  to  which  place  it  was  de¬ 
termined  that  the  Boadicea,  with 
fuch  tranfports  as  had  military 
ftores  on  board,  fhould  follow  in 
the  morning.  According  to  this 
arrangement,  Captain  Lambert, 
of  the  Iphigenia,  being  left  with 
directions  from  Commodore  Row- 
ley  to  feize  the  firft  moment  of 
moderate  weather  to  debark  that 
part  of  the  3d  brigade  then  on 
board  of  his  ihip;  I  proceeded, 
with  the  commodore  in  the  Boa¬ 
dicea,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th, 
with  the  remainder  of  the  3d  and 
4th  brigades,  and  effeded  a  land¬ 
ing  to  leeward,  at  Grand  Chaloupe, 
about  eleven  o’clock  a.  m. 

(i  With  this  force  under  my  im¬ 
mediate  command,  I  inftantly 
moved  forward  by  the  mountains  ; 
at  two  o’clock  a.  m .  paffing  over 
the  heights,  I  reconnoitred  the 
enemy’s  pofition,  and  by  four 
o’clock  had  formed  the  neceffary 
arrangements  for  the  attack  upon 
his  capital.  Major  Auftin,  at 
the  head  of  the  12th  and  33d  gre¬ 
nadiers,  and  1  2th  native  infantry, 
had  received  his  final  inftrudions 
to  affail  the  town  in  the  rear. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Macleod,  of 
the  69th,  and  Campbell,  of  the 
33d,  had  already  paffed  the  ene- 
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my’s  ftrong  pofition  on  the  eaft  of 
the  town,  from  the  Butor  to  No. 
5.  redoubt. 

“  Lieut. -Col.  Clarges  was  well 
advanced  towards  the  weft  of  the 
town  with  five  companies  of  his 
Majefty’s  69th  regiment,  to  force 
the  batteries  on  the  fea-face  ;  and 
Lieut. -Col.  Drummond,  command¬ 
ing  the  2d  brigade,  had  rein¬ 
forced,  with  the  royal  marines  of 
his  brigade,  the  pofition  fo  gal¬ 
lantly  maintained  by  the  ill:  bri¬ 
gade,  on  the  weft  of  the  river  St. 
Denis.  Through  the  exertions 
of  Major  Taynton,  commanding 
the  artillery,  and  of  Captain  Mac- 
inrofh,  of  the  Bombay  artillery, 
affifted  by  Lieut. -Col.  Clarges, 
of  the  69th  regiment,  and  Lieut. 
Lauhern,  of  his  Majefty’s  fhip 
La  Nereide,  commanding  a  party 
of  fifty  feamen,  1  was  enabled  to 
get  forward  two  field-pieces, 
and  one  four  and  half  inch 
howitzer,  which  were  defcending 
the  mountain,  and  would  have 
been  in  adlion  in  lefs  than  half  an 
hour.  This  would  have  infured 
the  refult  of  the  premeditated  at¬ 
tack  ;  or,  in  the  event  of  any  dif- 
after,  fecured  our  retreat,  which 
latter  was,  in  my  opinion,  next 
to  an  impoflibility. 

li  Affairs  were  thus  fituated, 
when  1  received  a  mefiage  from 
the  left  that  the  enemy  had  fent 
out  a  trumpeter,  with  an  officer, 
to  demand  a  fufpenfion  of  arms, 
and  on  honourable  tyrms  to  furren- 
der  the  ifland.  There  was  not  a 
moment  to  be  loft  in  faving  an 
enemy  completely  in  our  power, 
and  I  accordingly  iffued  immediate 
orders  for  the  troops  to  halt.  I 
am  forry  that  my  filiation  pre¬ 
vented  my  communicating,  agree¬ 
ably  to  his  iordfhip’s  orders,  with 


Mr.  Farquhar,  who  was  on  board 
of  his  Majefty’s  fhip  Boadicea, 
upon  the  terms  which  Commodore 
Rowley  and  myfelf  deemed  proper 
to  grant  to  a  brave  though  van- 
quifhed  enemy.  I  fhould  have 
mentioned  before,  that,  on  my 
landing  at  Grand  Chaloupe,  I  had 
detached  Captain  Hanna,  with 
two  companies  of  his  Majefty’s 
ift  battalion  56th  regiment,  to 
La  PofTeffime,  the  batteries  of 
which  place  he  took  by  aflault  in 
the  moft  gallant  manner. 

“  Thus,  Sir,  in  a  few  hours 
has  this  rich,  extenfive,  and  va¬ 
luable  colony  been  added  to  hi 
gracious  Majefty’s  dominions, 
with  a  population  of  upwards  of 
one  hundred  thoufand  fouls,  and 
with  a  lofs  on  our  part  compara¬ 
tively  trifling  when  the  nature  of 
the  fervice  is  confidered,  a  return 
of  which  accompanies  this  dif- 
patch,  with  a  copy  of  the  capitu¬ 
lation. 

“  The  troops  without  excep¬ 
tion,  his  Majefty’s  and  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  Company’s,  the  royal  ma¬ 
rines  and  feamen,  conduced  them- 
felves  with  that  courage  and  ener¬ 
gy  so  truly  chara&eriftic  of  Britifh 
foldiers.  I  have  only  to  regret, 
that  the  nature  of  the  fervice  was 
fuch  as  to  preclude  the  poffibility 
of  equally  employing  all  the  troops, 
as  1  am  well  allured  that,  under 
any  circumftance  of  fervice,  their 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  would 
be  confpicuous. 

“  On  the  9th,  agreeable  to  his 
lordftiip’s  orders,  Mr.  Farquhar 
was  fworn  in  governor  of  this  co¬ 
lony  and  its  dependencies,  at  which 
ceremony  Commodore  Rowley  and 
myfelf  attended. 

u  I  am  fully  fatisfied  that  the 
mild  and  conciliatory  manners  of 
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Mr.  Farquhar,  added  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  which  Bri tifh  laws  afford 
equally  to  all,  will  fpeedily  have 
the  effeT  of  placing  this  ifland  in 
the  moft  flourifhing  condition,  by 
(hewing  to  the  inhabitants  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  a  juft  government, 
and  that  tyranny  and  oppreffion 
from  which  they  have  been  re¬ 
lieved. 

(C  Lieut.. Col.  Campbell,  with 
the  flank  brigade,  was  difpatched 
on  the  ioth  for  Sr.  Paul’s,  which 
place  he  immediately  occupied, 
caufing  1500  of  the  enemy,  com. 
pofed  of  troops  of  the  line.  Garde 
Nationale,  Creole  militia,  Sc c.  to 
furrender  their  arms. 

(e  I  have  deemed  it  proper,  for 
the  prefent,  to  divide  the  ifland 
into  diftrids,  north-eaft  and  fouth- 
weft,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
diftribution  of  the  troops  to  the 
different  out-pofts  ;  and  I  have  the 
iatisfatftion  to  fay,  that  thofe  ar¬ 
rangements  have  been  already  ef- 
fe&ed,  and  that  that  part  of  the 
force  intended  to  be  employed  on 
the  ulterior  object  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  is  now  in  readinefs  to  move 
at  the  fhorteft  notice.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Henry  S,  Keating. 

Return  of  killed  and  wounded. 

I  subaltern,  1  ferjeant,  16  rank 
and  fde  killed  ;  1  major,  7  fubal- 
terns,  2  ferjeants,  2  drummers,  66 
rank  and  file,  3  feamen,  wounded. 

N.  B.  Captain  Lambert,  of  the 
Madras  eftabliftiment,  llightly 
wounded.  Two  rank  and  file,  of 
his  Majefty’s  86th  regiment,  died 
of  their  wounds  fince  the  8th  inft. 
included  in  the  wounded.  One 
private,  of  his  Majefty’s  56th  re¬ 
giment,  face  died  of  his  wounds, 


Capitulation  for  the  furrender  of 
St.  Denis,  the  capital,  and  the 
whole  ifland  of  Buonaparte, 
agreed  upon  between  Colonel 
St.  Sufanne,  commanding  the 
ifland  of  Buonaparte,  for  his 
Majefty  the  Emperor  of  France, 
King  of  Italy,  &c.  on  the  one 
hand  ;  and  Commodore  Rowley, 
commanding  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty  *s  fquadron,  Lieut.-Colonel 
Keating,  commanding  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty’s  and  the  Hon. 
Company’s  land  forces,  and  R. 
J.  Farquhar,  Efq.  on  the  other. 
The  whole  of  the  ifland  of 
Buonaparte  fhall  be  delivered  up 
to  his  Britannic  Majefty  ;  the  city 
of  St.  Denis  at  1 2  o’clock  to¬ 
morrow,  the  9th  of  July,  and  the 
other  military  ftations  in  fuccef- 
fion,  as  early  as  intelligence  of  the 
prefent  capitulation  can  be  commu¬ 
nicated. 

At  1 2  o'clock  to-morrow,  the 
French  troops  which  occupy  the 
arfenal  and  Imperial  battery,  fhall 
evacuate  their  poll ;  and  the  gre¬ 
nadier  company  of  his  Majefty’s 
86th  regiment,  and  the  grenadier 
company  of  the  6th  Madras  native 
regiment,  will  take  poffeffion  of 
them,  when  the  French  flag  will 
be  ftruck  and  that  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  difplayed. 

The  troops  of  the  line  and 
Garde  Nationale  fhall  be  allowed 
all  the  honours  of  war  ;  they  fhall 
march  out  of  the  city  with  their 
arms  and  baggage,  drums  beating, 
matches  lighted,  together  with 
their  field  artillery  ;  they  are  to 
lay  down  their  arms  on  the  fea- 
face,  in  front  of  the  Imperial  bat¬ 
tery  ;  the  troops  of  the  line  are  to 
furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war,  and  to  be  embarked  as  fuch 
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for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
for  Britain. 

u  In  coniideration  of  the  ditlin- 
guifhed  character  of  Colonel  St 
Sufanne  and  his  officers,  and  of 
their  gallant  defence  of  the  place, 
the  officers  of  all  ranks  are  allowed 
to  preferve  their  fwords  and  mili¬ 
tary  decorations ;  they  are  to  con¬ 
tinue  prifoners  of  war,  and  to  em¬ 
bark  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
or  for  Britain.  Colonel  St  Suf¬ 
anne  and  his  family  (hall  be  allowed 
a  paffage  to  the  I  He  of  France,  or 
to  France,  upon  his  giving  his  pa¬ 
role  of  honour  not  to  ferve  during 
the  war,  or  till  he  (hall  be  regu¬ 
larly  exchanged. 

((  Funeral  honours  ihall  be  paid 
to  the  French  officers  who  have 
fallen  in  the  battle,  according  to 
their  refpeftive  ranks. 

(t  An  inventory  ihall  be  made  of 
property  of  all  descriptions  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  ilate,  which  ihall  be 
delivered  over  to  the  perfon  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Engliih  government 
to  receive  it. 

s<  All  warlike  {lores,  magazines, 
proviiions,  charts,  plans,  and  ar¬ 
chives,  are  included  in  this  article. 

i(  The  laws,  cuftoms,  and  reli¬ 
gion  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as 
their  private  property  of  all  def- 
criptions,  ihall  be  refpe&ed  and  in- 
fured  to  them. 

u  Done  at  St  Denis,  the  8th  of 
July,  1810,  at  6  o’clock,  P.  M. 

(Signed)  St.  Susanne. 

J.  Rowley. 

Henry  S.  Keating. 
R.  T.  Farquhar. 

(True  copy) 

C.  H.  I.  Pearce. 


Downing  Street ,  November  19. 
Difpatches ,  of  which  the  following 
are  copies,,  have  been  received  at 

-5 


the  Earl  of  Liverpool’s  office ,  ad- 
dr  ej  fed  to  his  lor  dihip  by  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  V if  count  Wellington. 
Thofe  of  the  3d  of  November  were 
received  upon  the  1 6th  infant,  thofe 
of  the  27th  October  upon  the  i~]th 
mflant ,  and  thofe  of  the  20 th  Octo¬ 
ber  this  day.' 

Pero  Negro ,  October  20,  1 8  10. 
u  My  Lord, — Since  I  addreifed 
you  the  enemy  have  been  employed 
principally  in  reconnoitring  the 
poiitions  occupied  by  our  troops, 
and  in  (Lengthening  their  own. 
In  effedting  the  former  objedl,  they 
have  ikirmifhed  with  the  troops  of 
our  out-polls,  who  have  always 
conducted  themfelves  well. 

f‘Onthe  14th, they  attacked  with 
infantry,  fupported  by  artillery, 
a  fmall  detachment  of  the  7  ill  regi¬ 
ment,  which  formed  the  advanced 
guard  of  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
BrentSpencer’sdiviiion,  nearSobral 
de  Montagaree,  in  order  to  cover 
one  of  their  reconnoitring  parties. 
This  detachment,  having  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ca- 
dogan  and  Lieutenant  -  Colonel 
Reynell  at  their  head,  charged  the 
enemy  in  the  moil  gallant  ilyle, 
and  drove  them  into  the  town. 

t(  The  whole  of  the  8th  corps 
d’armee,  however,  and  part  of  the 
6th,  arrived  on  the  ground  near 
Sobral  on  that  evening,  and  I 
therefore  thought  it  proper  to  with¬ 
draw  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Brent 
Spencer’s  diviiions  from  the  advan¬ 
ced  iituation  which  it  had  occupied, 
and  thefe  troops  marched  to  Zi- 
breira,  about  one  mile  in  the  rear, 
on  the  15th,  in  the  morning. 

The  gun-boats  on  the  Tagus, 
under  Lieut.  Berkeley,  with  which 
Admiral  Berkeley  has  fupported  the 
right  of  the  army  near  Alhandra, 
have  like  wife  been  engaged  with 
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the  enemy 's  reconnoitring  parties, 
and  have  been  of  great  fervice 
to  us. 

(t  I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform 
your  lordfb ip,  that  the  report 
which  I  communicated  to  you  in 
my  laft  difpatch,  regarding  the 
march  of  the  detachments  of  troops, 
under  the  command  of  General 
Barcellar,  has  been  confirmed. 

(t  Colonel  Trant  arrived  near 
Coimbra  on  the  yth,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  attacked  the  enemyfs  out- 
pofts,  which  he  cut  off  from  the 
town,  and  he  then  pufhed  into  it 
and  took  pofleffion  of  it.  The 
refiftance  made  by  the  enemy  did 
not  laft  long,  and  he  took  80  officers 
and  5000  men  (principally  lick  and 
wounded)  prifoners.  I  have  the 
honour  to  enclofe  the  copy  of  his 
report  to  Marfhal  Beresford,  and 
of  a  letter  from  Marfhal  Beresford 
upon  this  fuccefs. 

“  On  the  following  day,  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Miller  and  Colonel 
Wilfon  arrived  at  Coimbra  with 
their  detachments,  and  they  have 
iince  taken  about  350  prifoners,  be¬ 
ing  foldiers  who  hadftraggled  from 
their  regiments  on  the  enemy's 
march,  as  they  fay  in  fearch  of  food, 

t(  Colonel  Wilfon  has  fince  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Condeixa,  with  an  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  of  infantry  and  ca¬ 
valry,  and  Brigadier-General  Mil¬ 
ler  is  at  Coimbra. 

“  I  enclofe  a  letter  from  Marfhal 
Beresford  on  thefe  tranfa&ions. 

u  A  detachment  from  the  garrif- 
fon  of  Peniche,  fent  out  by  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Blunt,  under  Captain 
Fenwick,  has  been  fuccefsful  in  a 
iimilar  manner,  and  has  brought  in 
48  prifoners  made  in  the  rear  of 
the  enemy’s  army,  having  killed 
9  ;  and  Lieu  tenant -Colonel  Wa¬ 
ters,  who  had  been  employed  by 


me  with  fmall  detachments  of  ca¬ 
valry  and  infantry,  alfo  in  the 
enemy's  rear,  has  taken  many  pri¬ 
foners. 

(t  The  difficulties  which  the 
enemy  experience  in  procuring  fub- 
fiftence,  owing  to  their  having 
invaded  this  country  without  ma¬ 
gazines,  and  having  adopted  no 
meafures  for  the  fecurity  of  their 
rear,  or  of  their  communication 
with  Spain,  has  rendered  it  necef- 
fary  for  the  foldiers  to  ftraggle  in 
fearch  of  food ;  and  not  a  day  pa fles 
that  prifoners  and  deferters  are  not 
fent  in. 

“  All  remained  quiet  in  the 
north  of  Portugal,  according  to 
the  laft  accounts.  Marfhal  Mor- 
tier  retired  from  Zafra  and  Los 
Santos  on  the  8th  ;  and,  according 
to  the  laft  accounts,  he  had  arrived 
at  Seville  with  the  troops  under 
his  command.  General  Ballafteros 
had  followed  him  to  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Caftillo  de  las  Guar- 
dias ;  and  the  Portugueze  and  Spa- 
nifh  cavalry  had  moved  on  from 
the  Guadiana  towards  the  Sierra 
Morena. 

“  In  the  mean  time,  the  infantry 
of  the  Marquis  de  la  Romana's 
corps  was  put  in  motion  for  this 
quarter  on  the  8th  inftant,  and  the 
head  of  it  (the  divifion  under  the 
command  of  General  O’Donnel) 
arrived  at  Cabe$a  de  Montechique 
yefterday,  having  crofted  the  Ta¬ 
gus  in  the  morning. 

f(  My  laft  accounts  from  Cadiz 
are  of  the  4th  inftant.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  See. 

Wellington. 


Extra  Si  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier- 
General  Blunt)  to  Lieutenant -Colo¬ 
nel  Arbuthnot)  dated  Peniche , 
19^  October ,  1810. 


“  You 
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€(  You  will  be  pleafed  to  report 
to  his  Excellency  Marlhal  Beref- 
ford,  that,  in  confequence  of  infor¬ 
mation,  I  detached  a  party  on  the 
17th,  under  the  command  of  Ma¬ 
jor  Tavares,  to  fall  in  with  the 
enemy’s  foragers,  but  unfortunately 
the  enemy  had  retired. 

“  Major  Pinto  was  detached 
yefterday  for  the  fame  purpofe  to  a 
diftance  of  3  leagues.  He  fuc- 
ceeded  in  taking  23  prifoners ; 
two  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and 
1  of  the  recruits.  It  is  great  gra- 
fication  to  fee  the  alacrity  with 
which  they  offer  themfelves  on 
every  occafion. 

Pen  Negro ,  27  th  OSiobery  1B10. 

“  My  Lord, — The  enemy  ff ill 
occupy  the  fame  pofitions  in  front 
of  this  army  which  they  held  when 
I  addreffed  you  on  the  20th  inftant. 
They  have  detached  fome  troops 
towards  Santarem,  and  on  the  23d 
General  Loifon  marched  towards 
that  place  with  the  divifion  under 
his  command ;  and  it  appears,  from 
accounts  from  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer  at  Abrantes,  of  the  24th.,  that 
a  body  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  and 
cavalry  entered  Thomar  on  that 
day. — The  reports  which  I  have 
received  from  the  prifoners  and 
deferters  which  have  been  brought 
in,  concur  in  the  accounts  of  the 
diftrefs  felt  by  the  enemy  for  the 
want  of  provifions  of  all  defcrip- 
tions.  They  ftate,  that  they  are 
colletting  and  preparing  materi¬ 
als  to  conftruct  a  bridge  over 
the  Tagus  5  but  although  we  have 
a  good  view  of  that  river  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  ground  occupied 
by  the  army,  and  have  officers  and 
others  employed  on  the  left  of  the 
Tagus  to  obferve  the  motions  of 
the  enemy,  I  have  not  been  able  to 


difeover  either  where  this  work  is 
carrying  on,  or  where  the  bridge 
is  to  be  placed  on  the  river,  if  it 
fhould  be  conftru&ed. 

“  The  enemy  appears  to  be  very 
anxious  to  colled  boats ;  and  on 
the  24th  endeavoured  to  drive  a 
party  of  Ordenanza  from  Cha- 
mufea,  by  the  fire  of  artillery,  in 
order  to  obtain  pofTeffion  of  fome 
which  were  under  that  place. 

“Colonel  Wilfon  had  been  at 
Leyria,  with  the  cavalry  attached 
to  General  Barcellar’s  divifions, 
and  had  proceeded  to  Ourem. 
The  advance  of  the  infantry  was 
at  Pombal. 

“  On  the  fide  of  Obidos  and 
Ramalhal,  the  Britifh  cavalry  and  a 
battalion  of  Spanifb  light  infantry  , 
and  the  troops  of  the  garrifon  of 
Peniche,  confine  the  enemy’s  de¬ 
tachments  ;  and  they  really  pof- 
fefs  no  part  of  the  country,  except¬ 
ing  that  on  which  their  army 
Hands. 

“  By  the  laft  accounts  from  Ge¬ 
neral  Silveira,  of  the  17  th  inft.  it 
appears  that  all  was  quiet  in  the 
north;  and  he  had  not  received 
any  accounts  of  the  march  of 
troops  in  Caftile. 

“  The  parties  ofGuerillas  had  been 
more  daring  than  ufual ;  and  they 
had  united  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Valladolid,  early  in  the  month 
of  October,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen 
hundred,  in  order  to  carry  off  a 
convoy  of  money  which  had  been 
raifed  in  contributions  from  the 
country,  in  which  attempt  however 
they  failed. 

“  According  to  the  accounts  of 
the  2 1st,  from  Eftremadura,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  Marlhal  Mortier’s  corps 
was  ftill  at  Seville;  and  General 
JBallafteros  was  obferving  it  from 
Araccna. 


“  The 
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(t  The  fecond  divifion  of  the 
Marquis  de  ia  Romana’s  corps,  un¬ 
der  General  Carrera,  arrived  at 
Lilbon  on  the  25th,  and  will  be 
with  the  army  this  day  .—-My  laft 
accounts  from  Cadiz  are  of  the  4th 
inft, 

I  have,  See . 

(Signed)  Wellington. 

Pero  Negro ,  3 d  Nov,  1810. 
<c  I^IyLord, — I  have  not  obfer- 
ved  any  alteration  in  the  enemy’s 
portion  or  numbers  fince  I  addref- 
fed  you  on  the  27th  ult. 

<f  They  have  aconfiderable  body 
of  troops,  principally  cavalry,  on 
the  Tagus,  between  Punhete  and 
Santarem  ;  and  I  have  reafon  to 
believe,  that  LoTon’s  divifion  of 
infantry  had  not  marched  in  that 
direction,  as  I  reported  to  your 
lordlhip  they  had  in  my  laft  dif- 
patch ;  fome  of  the  corps  compo¬ 
sing  that  divifion  have  certainly 
remained  in  the  camps  in  front  of 
this  army. 

(f  The  enemy  have  pulhed  fome 
troops  acrofs  the  Zezere  above 
Punhete,  principally  cavalry,  ap¬ 
parently  to  reconnoitre  the  roads 
in  that  direction,  and  the  fort  of 
Abrantes ;  but  I  conclude,  that 
the  rains  which  have  fallen  within 
thefe  few  days  will  have  fwelled 
that  river,  and  that  thefe  troops 
will  have  retired  again. 

(t  They  are  Hill  reported  to  be 
at  work  upon  materials  for  a 
bridge,  both  at  Santarem  and  Bar- 
quinha ;  but  I  have  detached  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Fane,  with  a  body  of 
cavalry  and  infantry,  to  the  left 
of  the  Tagus,  from  whom  1  hope 
to  receive  accurate  accounts  of  what 
is  palfing  oppofite  to  him  on  this 
fide  ;  and  he  will  endeavour  to 


deftroy  thefe  materials  if  it  Ihould 

be  pradicable. 

“  It  is  reported  by  all  the  defer- 
ters,  that  the  enemy’s  troops  con¬ 
tinue  to  fuffer  great  diftrefs  from 
the  w.ant  of  provifions. 

“  It  is  impoflible  to  form  an 
eftimate  of  the  quantity  of  provi¬ 
fions  which  they  found  in  the  vil¬ 
lages  on  the  ground  which  they  oc¬ 
cupy  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  they  can 
draw  none  from  any  other  part  of 
the  country,  the  whole  being  in  the 
polfelfion  of  our  troops. 

The  garrifon  of  Peniche,  and 
the  garrifon  of  Obidos,  which  place 
Captain  Fenwick,  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  fervice,  has  lately  occupied, 
under  the  dire&ion  of  Brig.-Gen. 
Blunt,  and  the  Britifh  cavalry, 
continue  to  carry  on  a  deftructive 
warfare  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy’s 
right,  while  the  high  road  from 
Coimbra  by  Leyria  is  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  Colonel  Wilfon’s  detach¬ 
ment, 

“  I  enclofe  a  letter  from  Mar- 
fhal  Beresford,  on  the  effefts  of  the 
operations  of  Brig.-Gen.  Blunt  and 
Captain  Fenwick. 

“  I  have  received  no  letter  from 
General  Silveira  of  a  later  date 
than  the  iqth  O&ober.  He  had 
not  at  that  time  heard  of  the  march 
of  any  of  the  enemy’s  troops  in 
Caftile. 

<(  He  occupied  with  his  detach¬ 
ment  the  roads  from  Almeida  to 
Trancofo,  Celorico  and  Guarda. 
He  had  heard  that  General  Bonnet 
had  evacuated  the  Afturias,  and, 
it  is  fuppofed,  had  moved  into 
Bifcay. 

“  I  have  letters  from  Eftrema- 
dura  and  Caftromarin  of  as  late  a 
date  as  the  27th  of  October,  Ha¬ 
ting  that  Mortier’s  corps  was  Hill 

at 
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at  Seville,  in  a  very  inefficient 
ftate,  and  having  many  Tick. 

(t  My  lad  accounts  from  Cadiz 
are  of  the  22d  ult. 

(Signed)  Wellington.'* 

Sapataria ,  3 d  Nov.  1810. 
<(  Mv  Lord, — I  have  the  honour 
to  annex  a  return  taken  from  the 
feveral  reports  received  from  Bri¬ 
gadier  General  Blunt,  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  killed  and  prifoners  by  the 
detachment  which  he  fent  from 
Peniche  to  Obidos,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Fenwick,  (lieute¬ 
nant  in  the  Buffs)  fince  his  former 
reports  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
officer,  and  which,  with  what  had 
been  previously  reported  upon, 
will  make  the  amount  of  the  ene¬ 
my's  lofs  to  that  detachment,  be- 
fides  the  wounded,  which  they  are 
generally  enabled  to  carry  off,  about 
160  men. 

“  I  take  the  occafion  of  remark¬ 
ing  to  your  lordihip,  the  zeal  and 
judgment  of  Brigadier  -  General 
Blunt,  in  re- occupying  the  town  of 
Obidos,  when  the  principal  force  of 
the  enemy  had  paffed  it;  and  he  gives 
much  applaufe  to  Captain  Fenwick 
for  his  activity  and  conduct  in  the 
command  of  the  fmall  detachment 
he  has  been  enabled  to  detach  from 
Peniche,  under  his  command.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  W.  C.  Beresford." 
To  Lord  Vifcount  Wellington,  & c. 

Return  of  hilled ,  wounded,  and pri- 
J oners ,  by  the  detachment  at  Obi - 
dos ,  under  the  orders  of  Gaptain 
Fenwick ,  fince  lafl  report . 

“  7  privates  killed  ;  i  ferjeant, 
24  privates  prifoners. 

“P.  S.  46  bullocks,  and  200 
fets  of  hofpital  bedding  taken  from 


the  enemy  on  the  ill  November, 
likewife  2  horfes." 

Return  of  hilled ,  wound'd,  and  miff¬ 
ing  of  the  army ,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Vifcount  Wellington ,  in 
JkirmiJhes  with  the  enemy  on  the 
qth>  nth,  13th,  and  \\th  Octo¬ 
ber ,  1810. 

1  ferjeant,  19  rank  and  file,  22 
horfes  killed  ;  7  officers,  7  fer- 
jeants,  77  rank  and  file,  10  horfes 
wounded;  1  ferjeant,  41  rank  and 
file,  12  horfes  miffing." 

Downing  Street,  Nov.  1 9® 
A  difpatch ,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy ,  has  been  this  morning 
received  at  Lord  Liverpool* s  office, 
addreffied  to  his  lor  d/hip,  by  Lieut.** 
General  Sir  John  Stuart ,  K. 
dated  Mffina ,  22  d  September * 
iS  My  LoiiD,™Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  1 8 th  inftant,  our 
attention  was  much  occupied  by 
the  oppofite  movements  of  General 
Murat,  who,  by  the  embarkation 
of  the  principal  body  of  his  army 
in  the  whole  of  his  long  range  of 
boats  at  Scylla  and  the  Punta  del 
Pizzo,  and  the  difpofition  of  thefe 
vefiels  after  being  call  off  from  the 
fhore,  feemed  to  indicate  a  conclu- 
five  defign  upon  the  part  of  our  line 
extending  towards  the  Faro. 

i(  While  the  attention  of  our  left 
was  engaged  by  the  above  opera¬ 
tion,  information  was  brought  to 
me,  that  a  divifion  of  the  enemy, 
having  embarked  at  Reggioduring 
the  preceding  night,  has  been  per® 
ceived  completing  a  landing  upon 
our  right,  juft  before  dawn,  at 
about  feven  miles  to  the  fouthward 
of  Meffina. 

i(  Re-inforcements,  which  were 
held  in  referve  in  this  garrifon,  to 
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move  according  to  circumftances, 
marched  to  fuftain  our  pofts  at  the 
invaded  point  upon  the  firft  fignal 
of  alarm;  but  the  active  vigilance 
of  the  troops  ftationed  at  that  ex¬ 
tremity  of  our  defences,  and  their 
prompt  and  fpirited  behaviour, 
under  the  conduct  of  Major-Gene¬ 
ral  Campbell,  had  already  happily 
rendered  the  prefence  of  their  fuc. 
cours  unneceffary. 

44  The  repulfe  of  the  enemy  in 
this  partial  enterprize,  and  the 
equally  difgraceful  and  precipitate 
flight  of  the  French  general  who 
commanded  it,  with  the  facrifice 
of  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  his 
equipment,  are  more  fully  detailed 
in  the  adjoining  report  from  Ma¬ 
jor-general  Campbell  to  myfelf,  on 
the  proceedings  of  this  fortunate 
day ;  and  I  hope  his  Majefty  will 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  draw  an 
augury  from  the  relation  of  this  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  future  conduct  of  this 
army  at  large,  in  any  emergency 
of  fervice  which  it  may  become 
their  duty  to  encounter. 

i(  The  zeal,  the  warmth  exem¬ 
plified  by  the  neighbouring  pea¬ 
santry  in  our  behalf,  and  which 
were  not  manifefted  without  a  lofs, 
and  the  judgment  as  well  as  alacrity 
with  which  1  have  fince  learnt  that 
thofe  in  remoter  diftri&s  made  im¬ 
mediate  difpofitions  to  obftrudt  the 
progrefs  of  the  enemy  in  their  poffi- 
ble  attempt  to  penetrate  into  the 
country,  were  far  beyond  what  1 
could  have  hoped  or  expe&ed  from 
their  peaceful  habits ;  and  fo 
ftrongly  was  their  animofity  mark¬ 
ed  towards  their  invaders,  that  the 
interpofition  of  our  efcorts  was  fre¬ 
quently  neceffary  to  protect  our 
prifoners  from  their  fury  in  con¬ 
ducing  them,  after  their  furrender, 
to  the  citadel  of  Meflina. 

44  A  colour,  inferibed  as  a  gift 


from  Gioachimo  Napoleone  to  the 
Royal  Corfican  Corps,  faid  to  be 
new  for  the  occafion  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  fell  among  other  captures  of 
the  morning  into  our  hands,  and  I 
hope  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  approve  my  tranfmittal 
of  this  trophy  to  be  refpe&fully 
laid  at  the  feet  of  his  Sicilian  Ma¬ 
jefty,  as  a  token  of  our  zeal  in  fup- 
port  of  his  royal  caufe,  and  as  a 
record,  that  the  firft  effort  of  a 
daring  enemy  to  plant  the  ftandard 
of  ufurpation  in  this  his  fecond 
kingdom,  and  which  ftill  owns  his 
rightful  dominion,  was  repulfed  by 
a  Britifh  army. 

44  I  cannot  clofe  this  communi¬ 
cation  to  your  lordlhip,  without 
expreffing  my  official  acknowledg¬ 
ments  to  the  great  affiftance  I  have 
derived  from  Lieut. -Gen.  Lord 
Forbes,  as  well  as  all  the  other  ge¬ 
neral  officers,  and  indeed  every  de¬ 
partment  and  rank  of  this  army, 
during  a  long  period  of  four  months, 
in  which  the  contiguity  and  con- 
ftant  menaces  of  an  enterprifing 
enemy  have  demanded  from  them 
a  fyftem  of  unabating  vigilance,  to 
which  every  mind  has  fubmitted 
with  cheerfulnefs,  but  which,  your 
lordftiip  will  believe,  has  not  been 
without  its  fatigue. 

4t  The  habitual,  cordial,  and 
friendly  co-operation  which  I  have 
received  from  Admiral  Martin,  and 
the  naval  force  under  his  orders, 
during  this  interval  of  anxiety,  I 
have  before  had  occafion  to  men¬ 
tion  to  your  lordfhip. 

44 1  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  44  J.  Stuart, 

4*  Count  of  Maida.” 

4 

**  Mejfina,  September  1 8,  1810. 
44  Sir, 

44  Being  apprifed,  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  paft  four  this  morning,  that  a 

detachment 
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detachment  of  the  enemy's  boats 
had  approached  and  fired  upon  the 
cavalry  picquets  at  St.  Stephano, 

I  deemed  it  expedient  to  repair  to¬ 
wards  that  place  ;  and  on  my  way 
thither,  difcovered  (before  day¬ 
light)  a  fmart  fire  of  mulketry, 
apparently  near  Mili.  On  my  ar¬ 
rival  at  Mili,  I  found  Lieut. -Col. 
Adam,  with  the  21ft  regiment, 
very  judicioufly  polled  in  that  ad¬ 
vantageous  fpot  (fupported  by  the 
3d  King’s  German  Legion,)  with 
two  fix  pounders  ;  and  the  riflemen 
of  the  King’s  German  Legion  in 
his  front,  beyond  the  Mili  Fiu- 
mara,  brilkly  exchanging  (hots  with 
the  enemy. 

“  Thus  fituated,  and  when  full 
day -light  rendered  all  objects  dis¬ 
tinctly  vifible,  I  clearly  obferved 
about  40  of  the  enemy’s  large 
boats  difembarking  troops  between 
St.  Stephaho  and  Galati ;  which, 
as  they  gained  the  Ihore,  pulhed  on 
and  occupied  the  creft  of  the  whole 
ridge  of  rifing  ground,  extending 
from  the  place  of  their  debarkation, 
to  the  front  and  right  of  the  Mili 
Fiumara. 

“  Every  meafure  of  precaution 
was  adopted  to  occupy  the  moun¬ 
tain  paflfes  adjacent  to  the  Mili  po- 
fition  ;  and  while  thus  employed, 
and  eagerly  watching  the  enemy’s 
further  movements,  I  obferved  not 
only  an  hefitation  and  period  to  his 
further  advance  upon  the  heights, 
but  that  he  was  actually  haftily 
re- embarking  his  troops  neared  the 
beach,  occafioned,  I  have  no  doubt, 
by  the  fpirited  and  unexpected  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  was  brought  to 
aCtion  by  the  2d  light  infantry, 
under  Lieut.-Col.  Fifcher,  which, 
moving  from  its  cantonments  of  St. 
Placido,  hung  upon  his  rear  and 


left.  I  had  no  fooner  fatisfied  my 
felf  as  to  this  point,  than  I  directed 
the  2 id  regiment,  with  two  fix- 
pounders,  to  move  brilkly  forward 
by  the  great  road  and  beach  from 
the  Mili,  preceded  by  the  riflemen 
of  the  3d  and  4th  King’s  German 
Legion,  and  flankers  of  the  21 A 
regiment,  which  produced  the  dou¬ 
ble  efleCt  of  precipitating  the  ene¬ 
my’s  retreat  to  his  boats,  and 
throwing  into  our  power  the  whole 
of  the  corps  which  had  gained  the 
heights,  and  others  whom  their 
boats  abandoned  to  their  fate. 

(i  I  underdand  this  corps  to  have 
been  under  the  orders  of  General 
Cavignac,  and  to  have  confided  of 
two  battalions  of  Corficans,  id 
battalion  of  the  2d  Neapolitan 
light  infantry,  (fix  companies)  id 
battalion  3d  of  the  line  Neapolitan 
infantry,  (fix  companies)  id  batta¬ 
lion  of  the  4th  of  the  line  Neapo¬ 
litan  infantry,  (fix  companies)  in  ail 
about  3500  men  ;  of  whom,  one 
of  the  Corfican  battalions,  with  a 
dand  of  colours,  a  colonel  and  chef 
de  l’etat  major  of  divifion,  a  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  commandant,  with 
40  inferior  officers,  including  an 
aid-de-camp  of  General  Cavignac, 
and  upwards  of  Boo  foldiers,  have 
furrendered  prifoners  of  war  at  dif- 
cretion. 

i(  It  is  now  only  neceffary  for 
me  to  add,  that  the  corps  which 
repulfed  thfe  enemy  were  Captain 
Joerres’  troop  of  the  20th  light 
dragoons ;  the  2d  light  infantry 
battalion  (to  whom  every  praife  is 
due  for  the  fpirited  and  maflerly 
manner  in  which  it  made  the  fird 
impreflion  upon  them  ;)  the  rifle¬ 
men  of  the  3d  and  4th  King’s  Ger¬ 
man  Legion ;  the  2 1  d  regiment ;  and 
a  portion  of  the  3d  King’s  German 
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Legion ;  as  alfo  a  detachment  of 
the  royal  artillery,  with  field  guns, 
under  Lieutenant  Cotton. 

((  To  Lieut. -Col.  Adam,  of  the 
2 1 ft  regiment,  I  was  peculiarly 
indebted.  His  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  country  and  pafles 
would  have  enabled  us  to  anticipate 
and  check  the  enemy,  had  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  move  further  than 
Mill. 

i(  I  was  accompanied  by  my  aid- 
de-camp,  Captain  A'Court,  whofe 
adlive  exertions  were  confpicuous 
to  all.  I  have  alfo  to  mention  in 
terms  of  acknowledgment,  Cap¬ 
tains  Hill  and  Freuller,  afliftant- 
adjutant-generals,  and  Lieutenant 
Burke,  aid-de-camp  to  Major-Ge. 
neral  Spencer.  The  whole  of  the 
condud!  of  the  troops  was  cheerful 
and  animated  ;  and  the  belt  difpo- 
fition  in  aid  of  us  was  exhibited 
by  the  peafantry  of  the  country, 
who,  with  arms  and  every  other 
weapon  of  offence  they  could  col¬ 
led!,  flocked  to  our  immediate  af- 
fiftance ;  and,  what  is  moft  confo- 
latory,  we  have  not  to  regret  the 
lofs  of  a  Angle  officer  killed  or 
wounded.  Two  men  of  the  21ft 
regiment,  and  one  rifleman,  were 
Hightly  wounded  in  this  Angular 
incurfion  of  the  enemy. 

t(  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

“  j.  Campbell. 

(t  P.  S.  I  have  not  been  able  ac¬ 
curately  to  afcertain  the  lofs  of  the 
enemy.  Two  officers  of  the  Cor- 
fican  battalion  are  among  their 
wounded,  of  which  there  were 
many,  as  well  as  killed,  upon  the 
field.  His  moft  material  lofs  muft 
have  been  upon  his  retreat,  and  in 
the  boats,  which  were  completely 
within  the  range,  not  only  of  our 
field  guns,  but  alfo  of  our  mufket- 


ry  ;  one  boat  was  funk,  one  de- 
ferted  to  us,  and  many  were  dif- 
abled.  Reports  have  alfo  been 
received,  that  feveral  dead  bodies 
have  floated  on  ftiore  near  the  fcene 
of  adtion.  The  peafantry  have 
likewife  brought  in,  as  prifoners, 
confiderable  numbers,  who  con¬ 
cealed  themfelves  in  the  country. 

(s  J.  Campbell." 


Petition  of  the  Catholics. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Irela?id  in  Parliament 
ajjembled. 

We  whofe  names  are  hereunto 
fubfcribed,  on  behalf  of  ourfelves, 
and  of  others  of  his  Majefty's  fub- 
jedls  profeffing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  in  Ireland,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  reprefent  to  this  honour, 
able  houfe,  That  we,  your  petition¬ 
ers  did  in  the  years  1805  an<^  ]8oS 
humbly  petition  this  Honourable 
Houfe  praying  the  total  abolition 
of  the  penal  laws  which  aggrieve 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  We  now 
feel  ourfelves  obliged,  in  juftice  to 
ourfelves,  our  families,  and  our 
country,  once  more  to  folicit  the 
attention  of  this  Honourable  Houfe 
to  the  fubjedl  of  our  faid  petition. 
We  ftate,  that  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  conftitute  the  moft  numerous 
and  increafing  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Ireland,  comprifing 
an  immenfe  majority  of  the  manu- 
fadluring,  trading,  and  agricultur- 
ing  interefts,  and  amounting,  at 
leaft,  to  four-fifths  of  the  Irifh  po¬ 
pulation  ;  that  they  contribute 
largely  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
country,  civil,  and  military  ;  that 
they  pay  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
public  and  local  taxes ;  that  they 
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fupply  the  armies  and  navies  of 
this  empire  with  upwards  of  one- 
third  part  in  number  of  the  fol» 
diers  and  failors  employed  in  the 
public  fervice  :  and  that  notwith- 
ftanding  heavy  difcouragements, 
they  form  the  principal  conftituent 
part  of  the  ftrength,  wealth,  and 
induftry  of  Ireland.  Yet  fuch  is 
the  grievous  operation  of  the  penal 
laws  of  which  we  complain,  that 
the  Roman  Catholics  are  thereby 
not  only  fet  apart  from  their  fellow 
fubjeds,  as  aliens  in  their  native 
land,  but  are  ignominioufly  and  ri- 
goroufty  profcribed  from  almoft  all 
fituations  of  public  truft,  honour, 
emolument  ;  including  every 


or 


public  function  and  department 
from  the  houfes  of  legillature  down 
to  the  moft  petty  corporations. — 
We  ftate  that  whenever  the  labour 
of  public  duty  is  exaded  and  en¬ 
forced,  the  Catholics  are  fought  out 
and  feleded. — Where  honours  and 
regards  are  to  be  difpenfed  he  is 
negleded  and  contemned.— -Where 
the  military  and  naval  ftrength  of 
the  empire  is  to  be,  the  Catholics 
are  eagerly  folicited,  nay,  com¬ 
pelled  at  leaft  to  bear  their  full 
(hare  in  the  perils  of  warfare,  and 
in  the  lowed  ranks  ;  but  when  pre¬ 
ferment  and  promotion  (the  dear 
and  legitimate  prize  of  fuccefsful 
valour)  are  to  be  diftributed  as  re¬ 
wards  of  merit,  no  laurels  are  des¬ 
tined  to  grace  a  Catholic’s  brow, 
or  (it  the  wearer  for  command. — 
We  ftate  thus  generally  the  griev¬ 
ous  conditions  of  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics  ot  Ireland,  occafioned  folely 
by  the  fatal  influence  and  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  penal  laws ;  and  though 
we  forbear  to  enter  into  greater 
detail,  yet  we  do  not  the  lefs  truft 
to  the  influence  of  reafon  and  juf- 
tice,  (  which  eventually  muft  pre¬ 


vail)  for  effeding  a  full  and  deli¬ 
berate  inquiry  into  our  grievances, 
and  accom  pi  idling  our  efFedual  re¬ 
lief.-— We  do  beg  leave,  however, 
moft  folemnly  to  prefs  upon  the  at¬ 
tention  of  this  Honourable  Houfe, 
the  imminent  public  dangers  which 
neceffarily  refult  from  fo  inverted 
an  order  of  things,  and  fo  vicious 
and  unnatural  a  fyftem  of  legifla- 
tion-— a  fyftem  which  has  long  been 
the  reproach  of  this  nation,  and  is 
unparalleled  throughout  modern 
Chriftendom. — And  we  ftate  it  as 
our  fixed  opinion,  that  to  reftore 
to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  a  full, 
equal,  and  unqualified  participation 
of  the  benefits  of  the  laws  and  con- 
ftitutions  of  England,  and  to  with¬ 
draw  all  the  privations,  reftridions, 
and  vexatious  diftindions  which 
opprefs,  injure,  and  afHid  them  in 
their  country,  is  now  become  a 
meafure  not  merely  expedient,  but 
abfolutely  neceftary — not  only  a 
debt  of  right  due  to  a  complaining 
people,  but  perhaps  the  laft  remain¬ 
ing  refource  of  this  empire,  in  the 
prefervation  of  which  we  take  fo 
deep  an  intereft. — -We  therefore 
pray  this  Honourable  Houfe  to  take 
into  their  moft  ferious  confideration 
the  nature,  extent,  and  operation 
of  the  aforefaid  penal  laws,  and  by 
repealing  the  fame  altogether,  to 
reftore  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  thofe  liberties  fo  long  with¬ 
held,  and  their  due  (hare  in  that 
conftitution  which  they,  in  common 
with  their  fellow-fuhjeds  of  every 
other  defeription,  contribute  by 
taxes,  arms,  and  induftry,  tofuftam 
and  defend. — And  your  petitioners 
will  ever  pray,  &c.  &c. 


Vol  LII.  or  V ol»  X.  New  Series. 


Catholic  Claims. 

Letter  from  Lord  Grtti'inlU  to  tks 


4661  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


E  arl  of  F  in  gal  ^  dated  Camelford - 

Houje ,  January  22nd ,  1810. 

“  My  Lord, 

tc  I  have  the  honour  to  addrefs 
this  letter  to  your  lordlhip,  to  reply 
to  that  which  I  received  from  you 
refpe&ing  the  petition  with  which 
you  are  charged.  This  form  of 
communication  1  confider  as  molt 
fatisfa&ory  to  your  lordlhip.  It 
is  alfo  heft  calculated  to  do  juftice 
to  the  fentiments  of  fome  of  the 
molt  diftinguilhed  advocates  of 
your  caufe,  in  concurrence  with 
whom  the  decifion  has  been  taken. 

(i  I  mull  in  the  firft  place  allure 
your  lordlhip,  that  my  opinion  re¬ 
mains  unchanged  as  to  the  object 
of  your  petition.  It  would,  I 
think,  be  an  a<fi  of  undeniable  wif- 
dom  and  juftice  to  communicate  to 
our  fellow-fubjedis,  profefting  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  the  full 
enjoyment  of  our  ci  vil  conftitu  tion. 
Such  a  meafure,  accompanied  by 
fuitable  arrangements,  maturely 
prepared,,  and  deliberately  adopted, 
would,  I  am  confident,  above  all 
others,  give  ftrength  and  union. to 
the  empire,  and  increafed  fecurity 
to  its  religious  and  civil  eftablilh- 
ments.  Your  lordfhip  is  well  aware, 
that  on  this  convidlion  only  have 
I  fupported  it.  To  thofe  eftablifh- 
ments  I  am  unalterably  attached  ; 
their  inviolable  maintenance  I  have 
ever  confidered  as  efiential  to  all 
the  deareft  intereftsof  my  country. 
But  they  reft,  I  am  certain,  on 
foundations  much  too  firm ;  they 
are  far  too  deeply  rooted  in  the 
affections  of  that  community  to 
which  they  difpenfe  the  bleffirigs  of 
religion,  order,  and  liberty,  to  re¬ 
quire  the  adventitious  and  dan¬ 
gerous  fupport  of  partial  reftric- 
tions,  fruitful  in  difcontent,  but, 
for  fecurity,  wholly  inefficient. 


With  refpeCI  to  the  prefentap~ 
plication  to  parliament,  I  knew 
not,  except  from  public  report,  that 
fuch  a  meafure  was  in  contempla¬ 
tion  ;  or  that  it  was  the  wifh  of 
the  petitioners  to  place  their  peti¬ 
tion  in  my  hands. 

tf  I  have  twice  already,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
moved  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  take 
this  fubjeCt  into  confideration.  I 
did  not,  in  either  cafe,  think  my- 
felf  refponfible  for  your  determina¬ 
tion  as  to  the  time  of  agitating  the 
queftion  :  a  determination,  which 
in  the  firft  inftance,  I  had  not  fug- 
gefted,  and  which  in  the  laft  I  had 
in  my  place  in  parliament  publicly 
difluaded.  Recent  events  had  in 
both  cafes  impofed  upon  me  a  pe¬ 
culiar  duty,  not  merely  for  my  own 
honour,  but  in  juftice  alfo  to  your 
caufe,  to  prove,  by  my  conduct,  on 
the  earlieft  occafion  afforded  by 
yourfelves,  that  no  change  of  pub¬ 
lic  fttuation,  no  prejudice,  no  ca¬ 
lumny,  no  clamour,  could  either 
vary  or  fupprefs  my  opinions  on 
this  great  national  queftion. 

ts  This  duty  I  willingly  per¬ 
formed.  Deeply  imprefifed  with 
the  importance  of  the  meafures 
which  I  recommended,  I  have 
fpared  no  facrifice,  omitted  no  ex¬ 
ertion,  by  which  I  could  contribute 
to  their  accomplifhment.  And  if 
I  could  now  deceive  myfelf  with  a 
hope,  that  a  renewal  of  my  weak 
efforts  in  the  prefent  moment 
could  expedite  or  facilitate  their 
ultimate  fuccefs,  it  would  be  my 
higheit  gratification  once  more  to 
Hand  forward  as  the  chofen  advo¬ 
cate  of  national  conciliation. 

6(  Circumftaneed  as  this  queftion 
now  is,  both  in  England  and  in 
Ireland,  it  is  on  the  contrary,  my 
deliberate  opinion,  that  no  motion, 

grounded 
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grounded  on  your  petition,  could, 
at  this  time,  in  any  hands,  cer¬ 
tainly  not  in  mine,  be  brought 
forward,  without  great  and  perma¬ 
nent  difadvantage  to  its  fubject. 

“  This  opinion  is  founded,  not 
only  on  the  prefent  known  difpoft- 
tions  of  government  and  parlia. 
ment,  but  alfo  on  the  unexpe&ed 
difficulties  which  have  arifen  in 
Ireland,  on  the  impreffions  which 
they  may  create,  and  the  embar- 
raffments  which  they  unavoidably 
produce. 

,f  It  would  be  an  invidious  talk 
for  me  to  recapitulate,  in  this 
place  the  tranfadlions  of  the  laft 
three  years,  or  to  difcufs  the  tem¬ 
per  and  fpirit,  the  language  and 
the  conduct,  of  his  Majefty’s  mi- 
nifters  towards  your  body ;  nor 
would  it  become  me  to  cenfure, 
though  I  may  be  permitted  to  la¬ 
ment,  the  decifions  of  the  legifla- 
ture. 

To  thefe  two  topics  it  is  fuffici- 
ent  briefly  to  have  adverted.  The 
obftacles  which,  in  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  they  oppofe  to  any  favour¬ 
able  confideration  of  your  caufe, 
and  the  advantages  which  they 
offer  to  the  mifreprefentations  of 
your  adverfaries,  are  too  obvious 
to  require  explanation. 

Many  circumftances  compel  me 
to  fpeak  to  your  lordfhip  more  at 
large  of  the  recent  proceedings  in 
Ireland;  with  reference  both  to 
their  origin,  and  to  their  confe- 
quences.  For  this  purpofe,  I  mull 
beg  leave  to  recai  to  your  lord- 
Ihip’s  recollection,  the  grounds  on 
which  the  confideration  of  thefe 
petitions  has  uniformly  been  re¬ 
commended  to  parliament.  That 
which  you  have  alked,  and  which 
has  been  fupported  by  the  greateft 
ftatefmen  of  our  time,  now  no 


more,  is  not  in  its  nature  a  fingle 
or  unconnected  meafure.  Its  ob¬ 
jects  are,  the  peace  and  happinefs 
of  Ireland,  and  the  union  of  the 
empire,  in  affeCtion  as  well  as  in 
government.  Vain,  indeed,  would 
be  the  hope  of  accompl idling  fuch 
purpofes,  folely  by  the  repeal  of  a 
few  remaining  difquaiiflcations, 
which,  by  a  ftrange  anomaly,  are 
Hill  left  fubfifting  amidft  the  ruins 
of  a  whole  code  of  profeription. 
To  impute  to  you  this  vilionary 
pretention,  has  been  the  artifice  of 
your  opponents.  The  views  of 
your  friends  have  been  more  en¬ 
larged. 

if  With  the  juft  and  falutary  ex- 
tenfion  of  civil  rights  to  your  bodv, 
mult  be  combined,  if  tranquillity 
and  union  be  our  object,  other  ex- 
tenfive  and  complicated  arrange¬ 
ments.  All  due  provifion  mu  ft  be 
made  for  the  inviolable  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  religious  and  civil  ef- 
tablifhments  of  this  United  King¬ 
dom.  Much  muft  be  done  for 
mutual  conciliation- — much  for  com¬ 
mon  fafety  ;  many  contending  in- 
terefts  muft  be  reconciled,  many 
jealoufies  allayed,  many  long  che- 
rifhed  and  mutually  deftruCtive  pre¬ 
judices  eradicated. 

“  Such,  at  leaft,  have  always 
been  my  own  declared  opinions. 
When  this  matter  was  laft  under 
the  confideration  of  parliament,  1 
had  occafton  to  dwell,  with  parti¬ 
cular  earneftnefs,  on  this  neceftity; 
I  invited  the  fuggeftions  of  others 
for  providing  for  it ;  and  I  enu¬ 
merated  feveral  meafures  which 
eight  years  before  had  been  in  the 
contemplation  of  government,  in 
conjunction  with  which  I  then 
cheriftied  the  vain  hope  of  render¬ 
ing  this  great  fervice  to  my  coun¬ 
try. 

[G g  2]  <(  Among 
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(S  Among  thefe  mesfures,  I  point¬ 
ed  out  tiie  propofai  of  veiling  in 
the  crown  an  effectual  negative  on 
the  appointment  of  your  bifhops. 
That  fuggeftion  had  previoufly 
been  brought  forward  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  to  meet  the  juft  ex¬ 
pedition,  not  of  any  bigoted  or 
interefted  champions  of  intolerance, 
but  men  of  the  ^ureft  intentions 
and  moft  enlightened  judgment ; 
men  willing  to  do  alljuftice  to  the 
loyalty  of  your  prefent  bifhops, 
yet  not  unreafonably  alarmed  at 
any  poflibility,  by  which  functions 
of  fuch  ex  tend  ve  influence  might 
hereafter  be  connected  with  a  fo¬ 
reign  intereft  hoftile  to  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  your  country  :  a  dan¬ 
ger  recently  very  much  increafed 
by  the  captivity  and  depofition  of 
the  head  of  your  church,  by  the 
feizure  of  his  dominions,  and  by 
the  declared  intention  of  that  hof¬ 
tile  government  to  aflame  in  future 
the  excluflve  nomination  of  his 
fucceffors.  The  fuggeftion  thus 
opened  to  parliament,  produced 
there  impreflions  highly  favourable 
to  your  caufe  ;  it  was  received  as 
the  fureft  indication  of  thofe  difpo- 
fitions,  without  which  all  conceffion 
nwft  be  nugatory,  and  all  concilia¬ 
tion  hopelefs.  To  my  mind  it  has 
been  recommended  by  long  reflec¬ 
tion.  It  had  formed  a  part  of  the 
original  conception  of  thefe  mea- 
fures  as  confequent  upon  the  union. 
It  was  now  again  brought  forward 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  two 
individuals  from  whofe  opinions 
thofe  generally  prevalent  among 
your  body  might  beft  be  inferred ; 
of  the  agent  of  the  very  perfons  to 
whofe  office  it  related,  and  of  your 
tofdfbip?  whom,  in  addition  to 
every  ether  daiftt  to  refped  and 


confidence,  the  excluflve  charge  of 
the  petition  had  recently  been  com¬ 
mitted.  What  I  faid  on  the  fub- 
jed,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was 
fpoken  in  the  hearing  of  both,  and 
I  received  from  both,  while  the 
impreflion  was  yet  recent  on  your 
minds,  the  moft  gratifying  ac¬ 
knowledgments  of  your  fatisfadion 
in  all  that  I  had  ftated. 

It  was  never,  I  believe,  ima¬ 
gined  by  any  of  us,  that  what  then 
paflfed  could  be  binding  on  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  petitioners.  The 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  are 
not  a  corporate  body.  They 
fpeak  through  no  common  organ* 
Their  various  wifhes  and  interefts, 
like  thofe  of  their  fellow-fubjeds, 
can  be  colledea  only  from  general 
information ;  and  any  opinions, 
erroneoufly  attributed  to  them, 
they,  like  all  other  perfons,  are 
fully  entitled  to  difclaim. 

“  I  learnt,  however,  with  deep 
and  heartfelt  regret,  the  fubfequent 
proceedings  which  took  place  in 
Ireland,  in  confequence  of  this 
fuggeftion.  To  difeufs  the  grounds 
of  thofe  proceedings  would  be  fo¬ 
reign  from  my  prefent  purpofe. 
1  heir  effect  obvioufly  muft  be  not 
only  to  revive  expiring  prejudices, 
but  to  clog  with  frefh  embarraff- 
nlent  every  future  confideration  of 
any  of  the  meafures  conneded  with 
your  petition.  Tomyfelf,  unquefti-' 
onably,  the  difficulty  of  originating 
at  this  time  any  frefli  difeuflion  of 
thofe  meafures,  does,  in  fuch  cir- 
curnftances,  appear  almoit  infuper- 
able. 

“  Let  me  nci,  however,  be  mif- 
underftood.  When  I  fpeak  of  the 
neceflity  of  combining,  with  the 
accomplifhment  of  your  wifhes, 
provifons  of  juft  feeurity  toothers. 
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I  am  no  lefs  defirous  of  confulttng 
every  reafonable  apprehenfion  on 
your  part. 

li  To  the  forms,  indeed,  of  these 
fecurities,  or  to  the  particular  de¬ 
tails  of  the  propofed  arrangements, 

I  attach  comparatively  little  im¬ 
portance.  A  pertinacious  adhe¬ 
rence  to  fuch  details,  in  oppofition 
even  to  groundlefs  prejudice,  I 
confider  as  the  reverfe  of  legiflative 
wifdom.  I  look  only  to  their  fub- 
ftantial  purpofes ;  the  fafety  of  our 
own  eftabliftiments,  the  mutual 
goodwill  of  all  our  fellow-fubjects, 
and  the  harmony  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

4i  That  adequate  arrangements 
may  be  made  for  all  thefe  purpofes, 
confiftently  with  the  ftri&eft  adhe¬ 
rence,  on  your  part,  to  your  reli¬ 
gious  tenets,  is  the  perfuafion  which 
you  have  long  been  labouring  to 
eftablilh,  and  of  which  I  have  uni¬ 
formly  profefted  my  own  convic¬ 
tion. 

* i  Were  it  otherwife,  I  fhould 
indeed  defpair.  But  that  thefe  ob- 
jetfts  may  be  reconciled,  in  id  far 
at  leaft  as  refpe&sthe  appointment 
of  your  biihops,  is  known  with 
undeniable  certainty .  It  is  proved 
by  the  acquiefcence  of  your  church 
in  fimilar  arrangements  under  other 
governments,  by  the  fentiments 
which  many  of  yourfelves  ftill  en¬ 
tertain  as  to  the  propofal  fuggefted 
in  :  808,  and,  moft  of  all,  by  the 
jexprefs  confent  formerly  given  to 
that  propofal,  in  a  declaration 
figned  by  the  moft  confiderable  of 
your  own  biihops. 

tf  I  fee,  therefore,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  this  fubjedl,  much  unex¬ 
pected  erabarraffment,  and  many 
difficulties,  which  renewed  difeuf- 
fion  in  the  prefent  moment,  muft, 
in  {lead  of  fmoothing,  inevitably 
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aggravate.  There  is,  however,  no 
ground  for  ultimate  difeourage- 
ment.  The  fentiment  of  reciprocal 
confidence,  the  fpirit  of  mutual 
conciliation,  would  furmount  far 
greater  obftacles. 

u  But  nothing,  permit  rne  to  re¬ 
mark  it,  can  in  the  mean  time  be 
more  injurious  to  your  caufe,  than 
any  attempt,  by  partial  and  preci¬ 
pitate  deciftons,  to  pre-judge  its  fe- 
parate  branches,  or  to  limit  its 
unrefer ved  difeuffion.  No  courfe 
can  be  more  grateful  to  your  op¬ 
ponents,  none  more  embarraffing  ro 
your  fupporters. 

iS  To  parliament,  when  any  more 
favourable  conjuncture  for  this  dif¬ 
euffion  {hail  arife,  every  informa¬ 
tion  may  properly  be  fupplied, 
every  wifti  imparted,  every  appre- 
henfion  communicated.  There 
only,  by  a  fyftematic  and  compre¬ 
hend  ve  arrangement  of  this  exten- 
five  fubjedt,  can  all  its  difficulties 
be  furmounted,  all  its  relations 
finally  adjufted  ;  to  be  effective  and 
permanent,  fuch  an  arrangement 
muft  be  mutually  fatisfadtory. 

((  This  is  alike  the  intereft  of 
every  member  of  the  Britsfh  em¬ 
pire,  but  to  none  more  important 
than  to  the  Catholics  in  Ireland. 
The  {lability  of  all  your  civil 
rights,  both  of  thofe  which  you 
already  enjoy,  and  of  thefe  to 
which  you  feek  to  be  admitted, 
effentially  depends  on  the  tran¬ 
quillity  and  harmony  of  your  coun¬ 
try,  on  banifhing  from  it  every 
hoftile  influence,  and  compofing  all 
its  internal  differences. 

“  Thefe  opinions  I  have  ex- 
prefted  to  your  lordfhip  with  the 
freedom  of  a  tried  and  zealous  ad¬ 
vocate  of  your  caufe.  O11  thefe 
grounds  alone  have  1  ever  attempt¬ 
ed  to  do  juftice  to  it.  To  have 
[G  g  3]  argued 
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argued  it  on  any  other  would  have 
been  a  dereli&ion  of  my  own  prin¬ 
ciples. 

<s  I  need  hardly  add,  that  by 
the  fame  principles,  my  prefent  con- 
dud  mud  equally  be  direded. 
Should  the  petitioners  continue  to 
entertain  the  defire  conveyed  in 
your  lordfhip’s  letter,  that  I  fhould 
lay  this  petition  upon  the  table  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  with  that  re- 
qued  I  cannot  hefitate  to  comply. 
It  would  be  highly  improper  to 
deny  to  fuch  a  body  of  men  the 
opportunity  of  fubmitting  through 
my  hands,  if  they  fhould  fo  defire 
it,  and  at  their  own  time,  their 
wifhes  to  the  iegiflature  of  their 
country.  It  would  be  dill  more 
inexcufable  in  a  cafe,  where  all  my 
opinions,  and  all  my  wifhes,  are 
favourable  to  the  objed  of  their 
application.  On  the  meafure  itfelf, 
if  any  motion  refpeding  it  be  ori¬ 
ginated  by  others,  I  (hall  not  fail 
to  urge,  with  unabated  earneftnefs, 
all  the  fame  fentimems  which  I 
have  detailed  in  this  letter.  But 
I  mud  with  equal  explicitnefs  de¬ 
cline  to  be  myfelf,  at  this  time, 
and  under  fo  many  circumdanees 
of  fuch  peculiar  difadvantage  to 
your  caufe,  the  mover  of  any  fuch 
proportion.  I  am  fatisfied,  that, 
by  this  decifion,  I  fhall  bed  pro¬ 
mote  the  ultimate  fuccefs  of  that 
work  which  I  hhve  long  laboured 
to  accomplifh.  My  reafons  for 
this  perfuafion  I  have,  I  trud,  fuf- 
dciently  explained.  They  may  be 
erroneous,  they  are  at  lead  fincere. 

“  To  the  principle  of  equal  laws, 
to  the  object  of  national  concilia¬ 
tion,  I  am  invariably  attached. 
By  me  they  fhall  never  be  aban¬ 
doned.  But  any  perfonal  exertions 
which  I  can  make,  for  purpofes  of 
fuch  inedirpable  benefit  to  mv 


country,  mud  ever  be  regulated  by 
that  diferetion,  which  I  am  equally 
determined  in  every  fituation  to 
referve,  unfettered  by  previous  en¬ 
gagements,  and  the  faithful  exer- 
cife  of,  which  my  public  duty  im¬ 
peratively  forbids  me  to  reiinquifh. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
fincere  refped  and  regard, 

“  My  lord, 

(C  Your  lordfhip’s  mod  obedient 
t(  humble  fervant, 

“  Grenville. ” 


Reflations  of  the  Common  Hall  faffed 
January  q. 

A  common  hall  was  held  for  the 
purpofe  of  receiving  the  report  of 
the  lord  mayor  and  fheriffs,  on  the 
addrefs  voted  by  the  livery  to  his 
maj  edy. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  read  the 
report  of  the  fheriffs,  which  dated, 
that  the  remembrancer  had  called 
at  the  fecretary  of  date’s  office 
with  the  addrefs,  and  an  intimation 
that  it  was  intended  to  prefent  it  on 
the  levee  day.  Next  day  he  was 
told  that  it  mud  be  left  at  the  fe¬ 
cretary  of  date’s  office,  to  be  pre- 
fentecl  (as  was  ufual  with  all  ad- 
drelfes,  except  thofe  from  the  two 
univerfities,  and  the  corporation  of 
London)  by  him  to  his  Majedy. 
On  the  levee  day  the  lord  mayor 
told  the  fecretary  of  date,  that  he 
then  had  the  addrefs  in  his  pocket, 
and  w idled  to  prefent  it.  The  fe¬ 
cretary  faid  it  was  bed  to  give  it 
to  him,  and  he  would  fave  the  lord 
mayor  all  further  trouble  ;  to  which 
his  lordfhip  replied,  that  he  would 
not  confent  to  prefent  it  to  any  ohe 
except  to  the  king  in  perfon  ;  and 
that  it  was  both  the  wifh  of  himfelf 
and  fheriffs  to  do  it  in  any  way 
which  would  fave  his  Majedy  mod 

trouble, 
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trouble.  The  fecretary  faid,  the 
king’s  pleafure  had  been  already 
taken  and  ex  prefled  as  to  the  mode 
of  preferring  if.  Mr.  Sheriff  Wood 
then  demanded  an  audience  of  his 
Majefty,  which  the  fecretary  re¬ 
plied  could  not  be  granted,  except 
upon  fome  efpecial  and  exprefled 
reafon,  and  that  no  audience  could 
be  granted  on  a  fubjedt  upon 
which  his  Majefty  had  already  ex- 
prefled  his  pleafure.  Such  was  the 
report,  to  receive  which  the  hall 
had  been  called. 

The  following  refolutions  were 
then  pa  fled  ; 

SMITH,  Mayor. 

In  a  meeting  or  aflembly  of  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  liverymen 
of  the  feveral  companies  of  the 
city  of  London,  in  common  hall 
aflembled,  at  the  Guildhall  of 
the  faid  city,  on  Tuefday  the 
9th  of  January,  1810. 

Refolved  unanimoufly, 

I.  That  it  is  the  undoubted  right 
of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
livery  of  the  city  of  London,  to 
prefent  their  petitions  to  the  king 
fitting  upon  the  throne  ;  that  out 
of  perfonal  feelings  towards  their 
fovereign  they  did  at  the  laft  com¬ 
mon  hall  waive  the  exercife  of  this 
right. 

II.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
it  appears,  that  the  fecretary  of 
ftate  informed  the  fheriffs,  that  the 
petition  of  the  livery  could  be  re¬ 
ceived  only  through  his  office,  that 
they  have  been  denied  not  only  the 
ufual  accefs  to  his  Majefty,  by  a 
perfonal  audience,  but  the  un¬ 
doubted  right  of  prefenting  the 
fame  when  they  had  adluai  accefs  to 
his  Majefty  at  the  levee,  where 
they  attended  to  prefent,  and  did 


prefent,  a  petition  from  theMourt 
cf  common  council. 

III.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
fuch  denial  is  not  only  fubverfive  of 
the  rights  of  the  livery,  but  a  fla¬ 
grant  violation  of  the  right  of  peti¬ 
tioning,  claimed,  demanded,  and 
infilled  upon,  and  confirmed  to 
them  by  the  bill  of  rights. 

IV.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
all  complaints  of  the  mifcandudl 
and  incapacity  of  his  Majefty ’s  fer- 
vants  are  moll  likely  to  be  nuga¬ 
tory,  if  such  complaints  muft  pafs 
through  the  hands  of  thofe  very 
fervants,  and  the  people  can  have 
no  fecurity  that  their  complaints 
are  heard. 

V.  Refolved,  That  whoever  ad- 
vifed  his  Majefty  not  to  receive  the 
petition  of  the  livery  in  the  aecuf- 
tomed  and  eftablifhed  mode,  have 
committed^  fcandalous  breach  of 
their  duty,  violated  one  of  the  firfl 
principles  of  the  conftitution^  and 
abufed  the  confidence  of  their  fo¬ 
vereign. 

VI.  Refolved  unanimoufly, That 
this  common  hall,  difregarding  all 
attempts  and  defigns  of  interefted 
and  corrupt  hirelings,  who  derive 
emoluments  from  the  national  bur¬ 
thens,  to  impute  unworthy  anddif- 
loyal  motives  to  thofe  who  refift 
unprincipled  and  dangerous  en¬ 
croachments  upon  their  eftablifhed 
rights,  are  determined,  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  their  power,  to  maintain 
them  againft:  thofe  evil  counfellors, 
who  have  thus  raifed  a  barrier  be¬ 
tween  the  king  and  the  people,  and 
thereby  prevented  their  juft  com¬ 
plaints  from  reaching  the  royal  ear, 

VII.  Refolved,  That  the  follow¬ 
ing  inftrudlions  be  given  to  our  re- 

O  #  O 

prefentatives  in  parliament; — Gen¬ 
tlemen,  You  are  hereby  inftrudled 

[Gg  4]  to 
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to  move  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
{or  fupport  fuch  morion  if  moved) 
for  an  humble  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  praying  for  an  immediate 
and  rigid  inquiry  into  the  courfe  of 
the  unexampled  failures  and  difaf- 
ters  which  have  attended  our  late 
expeditions  to  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
Holland,  whereby  the  blood  and 
treafure  of  the  country  have  been 
ihamefully  facriliced,  without  ren¬ 
dering  any  effectual  aftiftance  to 
our  allies,  checking  the  progrefs  of 
the  enemy,  or  tending  to  the  glory 
or  fecurity  of  his  Majefty’s  crown 
and  dominions.  You  are  alio  in- 
ftructed  to  fupport  all  motions 
which  have  for  their  object  inquiry 
into  the  violation  of  the  right  of 
petitioning — into  the  wafteful  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  public  money— the 
corre&ion  of  public  ahufes — the 
abolition  of  all  unneceffary  places 
and  penfions—the  (hortening  of  the 
duration  of  parliaments,  and  reftor™ 
ing  them  to  their  conftitutional  pu¬ 
rity  and  independence,  as  the  only 
means  of  retrieving  our  public  af¬ 
fairs,  and  enabling  this  country 
jsuccefsfully  to  contend  againft  fur- 
founding  nations. 

VIII.  Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  the  iheriffs  attended  by  Mr, 
Remembrancer,  do  forthwith  wait 
upon  his  Majefty,  and  deliver  into 
his  Majefty’s  hand,  in  the  name  of 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  li¬ 
very  of  London,  a  fair  copy  of  the 
foregoing  refolutions,  figned  by  the 
town  clerk. 

IX.  Refolved  unanimouily,  That 
the  thanks  of  this  meeting  he  given 
to  the  right  hon.  the  lord  mayor, 
for  his  independent  behaviour  upon 
all  occaftons,  and  particularly  for 
his  conducl  this  day. 

X.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 


the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given 
to  Sheriff  Wood  for  his  general 
conducl,  and  for  his  having  re¬ 
queued  an  audience  of  his  Majefty, 
agreeable  to  the  inftrudtions  of  this 
hall. 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the 
refolutions  of  this  day,  together 
with  the  petition  agreed  upon  on 
the  14th  day  of  December  laft,  be 
figned  by  the  town  clerk,  and  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  morning  papers. 

Woodthorpe. 

City  Addrefs  to  his  Majefy, 

The  following  is  the  addrefs 
from  the  common  hall,  which  was 
intended  to  be  prefented  to  the 
king  : 

“  To  the  King’s  molt  excellent 
Majefty  in  counfel. 
si  The  humble  addrefs  and  petition 
of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  livery  of  the  city  of  London, 
in  common  hall  aflembled. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign. 
sc  We,  your  Majefty’s  moft  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjedis,  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery  of  the 
city  of  London,  in  common  hall 
aflembled,  moft  humbly  approach 
your  Majefty  at  this  awful  crifts 
to  exercife  a  duty  no  lefs  painful 
than  imperious. 

“  It  is  to  reprefent  with  humility 
to  your  Majefty  the  prefent  deplor¬ 
able  fituation  of  public  affairs,  that 
we  have  again  approached  your 
royal  perfom 

ii  Attached  to  your  Majefty’s 
illuftrious  houfe  from  affection  and 
from  duty,  we  fhould  ill  demon- 
ftrate  the  fincerity  of  our  loyalty, 
were  we  to  conceal  from  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  that  it  is  not  amongft  the  leaft 
confiderable  of  our  grievances,  that 
attempts  fhould  have  been  made  to 

brand 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE.  [473 


brand  your  Majedy ’s  faithful  fub- 
je&s  with  difaffe&ion  to  your 
perfon  and  government,  whenever 
they  have  exercifed  their  indubit¬ 
able  right  to  complain  of  grofs 
abufes  in  the  date,  or  to  attribute 
the  difgraceful  failure  of  expend  ve 
and  calamitous  enterprizes  to  the 
ignorance  and  incapacity  of  thofe 
who  either  planned  or  executed 
them ;  as  if  infallibility  were  the 
appendage  of  office,  and  belonged 
of  right  to  thofe  who  may  be  called 
into  your  Majedy’s  councils. 

(i  With  equal  grief  and  indigna¬ 
tion  we  have  feen  the  difadrous  re- 
iult  of  various  expeditions,  in  which 
your  Majefty’s  armies  have  been 
unhappily  engaged,  and  which 
mod  forcibly  mark  the  imbecility 
of  thofe  didra&ed  councils  which 
have  so  fcandaloully  laviffied  the 
blood  and  treafure  of  a  gallant, 
loyal,  and  burthened  people. 

“  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  pre« 
ceding  year  your  faithful  citizens 
humbly  expreded  to  your  Majedy 
their  deep  concern  and  difappoint- 
ment  at  the  difgraceful  convention 
of  Cintra  ;  but  we  have  yet  to  de¬ 
plore  that  due  and  efficient  inquiry 
has  not  been  made  into  that  dif¬ 
graceful  tranfa&ion. 

(S  It  is  equally  painful  to  call  to 
your  Majedy ’s  recollection  the  me¬ 
lancholy  fate  of  a  fecond  army  af- 
fembled  within  the  peninfula,  under 
the  gallant  commander  Sir  John 
Moore.,  Ignorant  alike  of  the  date 
and  difpofition  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  the  force  and  defigns  of  the 
enemy,  this  army,  being  fent  into 
the  interior  of  Spain,  was  in  immi¬ 
nent  danger  of  being  captured  : 
in  this  critical  emergency,  and  date 
of  agonizing  perplexity,  abandoned 
to  their  own  refources,  this  baplefs 
but  meritorious  officer  at  length 


difcovered  that  he  had  no  fafety 
but  in  flight  :  with  the  lofs  of  his 
ammunition,  horfes,  fpecie.  and  bag¬ 
gage,  and  haralfed  and  alfaiied 
on  all' tides,  he  fecured  the  retreat 
of  the  remains  of  his  gallant  fol¬ 
lowers  by  the  facrifice  of  his  own 
invaluable  life. 

<(  Deriving  no  benefit  from  ex¬ 
perience,  a  third  well  appointed 
army,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Arthur  Wellelley,  was  hurried  into 
the  interior  of  Spain,  alike  ignorant 
of  the  force  and  movements  of  the 
enemy,  where,  after  an  unprofitable 
difplay  of  Britilh  valour  and  a 
dreadful  daughter,  this  army,  like 
the  former  was  compelled  to  feek 
its  fafety  by  a  precipitate  retreat, 
before  (what  we  were  led  to  be¬ 
lieve)  a  vanquilhed  foe,  leaving 
thousands  of  our  dck  and  wounded 
countrymen  in  the  hands  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  This  lofs,  like  others,  has 
paffed  without  inquiry  ;  and,  as  if 
impunity  had  placed  the  fervants 
of  the  crown  above  the  reach  of 
judice,  your  Majedy  has  been  ad- 
vifed  to  confer  titles  of  honourable 
didinCtion  on  the  general  who  had 
thus  exhibited  a  rafh  and  odenta- 
tious  difplay  of  unprofitable  bra¬ 
very. 

“  After  tnefe  multiplied  errors, 
and  in  defiance  of  reiterated  expe¬ 
rience,  we  have  feen  another  expe¬ 
dition,  yet  more  expenfive,  more 
disgraceful,  and  more  calamitous, 
than  the  former.  This  armament, 
delayed  until  the  fate  of  Audria 
was  decided,  landed  on  the  un¬ 
wholesome  lliores,  of  the  Scheldt ; 
where,  after  an  unaccountable 
date  of  inaction,  thoufands  of  our 
brave  foldiers  have  miferably  and 
inglorioudy  periihed  by  pediknce, 
privation  and  difeafe,  without  hav¬ 
ing  accomplifhed  one  national  ob¬ 
ject. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


474] 

je&.  On  fuch  an  expedition,  plan¬ 
ned  and  conducted  by  a  minifler, 
who  it  is  now  known  had  been  pro¬ 
nounced  unfit  for  his  office  by  his 
colleagues  —  an  expedition  that 
touches  all  minds  with  fhame,  and 
fills  all  hearts  with  agony,  it  is  too 
painful  to  dilate. 

t(  We  cannot  refrain  from  repre- 
fenting  to  your  Majefly,  that  while 
the  affairs  of  the  nation  have  been 
fo  fhamefully  mifcondu&ed  abroad, 
the  mofl  fcandalous  wafte,  profu- 
lion,  and  mifmanagement,  have 
prevailed  at  home  ;  and  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  confidential  advifers,  defli- 
tute  of  all  thofe  qualities  elfential 
to  good  government,  and  regard- 
lefs  alike  of  the  fufferings  of  the 
people  and  of  the  honour  of  their 
fovereign,  and  infenfible  or  indif¬ 
ferent  to  the  furrounding  dangers 
and  impending  fate  of  the  country, 
have  been  engaged  in  the  mofl  dif- 
graceful  fquabbles,  intrigues,  and 
cabals,  that  ever  difgraced  the 
councils  of  any  nation  ;  and  which 
cannot  but  be  as  difreputable  to 
your  Majefly’sgovernment,  as  they 
are  ruinous  and  difhonourable  to 
the  country. 

<s  While  wedifclaim  all  interefl 
in  the  views  of  contending  parties, 
from  a  firm  convidion  that  we  can¬ 
not  look  for  a  reformation  in  the 
abufes  of  the  flate,  from  any  per- 
fons  or  parties  interefted  in  the  pre- 
fervation  of  them  ;  we  cannot  but 
exprefs  our  ardent  hope,  that  your 
Majefly  will  be  more  fortunate  in 
the  choice  of  the  men  to  whom  you 
may  hereafter  confide  the  condud 
of  affairs  !  and  that  your  councils 
will  bo  no  longer  embarraffed,  nor 
the  country  infulted  and  difhonour- 
ed,  by  thofe  difgraceful  occurrences; 
which,  while  they  have  expofed 
us  to  the  ridicule  of  furrounding 


nations,  may  embolden  the  enemy 
to  look  forward  with  confidence  to 
the  fubjugation  of  a  nation  fo  dif- 
traded  in  her  councils,  and  fo  im- 
providently  governed. 

“  That  while  we  forbear  enume¬ 
rating  a  long  train  of  internal  griev¬ 
ances,  we  cannot  but  attribute  fuch 
a  feries  of  failures  and  difaflers  to 
the  abufes  and  corruptions  of  the 
flate,  and  the  confequent  want  of 
conflitutional  control  over  the  pub¬ 
lic  expenditure,  and  the  fervants 
of  the  crown,  whereby  the  refpon- 
fibility  of  miniflers  appears  to  exill 
only  in  name. 

t(  We,  therefore,  humbly  pray 
thatyour  Majefly  will  begracioufly 
pleafed  to  affure  your  loyal  and 
affedionate  people,  that  the  objed 
to  which  their  wifhes  are  direded, 
is  neither  to  be  abandoned  nor 
eluded  :  and  that  your  Majeily  will 
be  pleafed  to  inflitute  a  rigid,  im¬ 
partial,  and  general  inquiry  into 
thefe  national  misfortunes,  into  the 
plans  upon  which  thefe  expeditions 
were  undertaken,  and  into  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  commanders  to  whom 
they  were  intrufled. 

“  Signed,  by  order, 

“  Henry  Woodthorpe.’5 


Papers ,  &c.  relative  to  the  affair  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett . 

Sir F.  Burdett’s  Letter  to  his 
Constituents. 

“  No  freeman  fliall  be  taken,  or  im- 
prilbned,  or  be  diifeized  of  his  freehold, 
or  liberties,  or  free  cuftoms,  or  be  out¬ 
lawed,  or  exiled,  or  any  otherwife  de- 
ftroyed  ;  nor  will  we  pafs  upon  him,  nor 
condemn  him,  but  by  lawful  judgment  of 
his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land.  We 
will  fell  to  no  man,  we  will  not  deny  or 
defer  to  any  man,  either  juftice  or 
right.”  —  Magna  Charta,  chap,  xxxix. 

((  Gentlemen, 

“  The  houfe  of  commons  having 

palled 


APPENDIX  TO  the  CHRONICLE.  [475 


palled  a  vote  which  amounts  to  a 
declaration,  that  an  order  of  theirs 
is  to  be  of  more  weight  than  Mag¬ 
na  Chartaand  the  laws  of  the  land, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  my  fen- 
timent  thereon  before  my  confti- 
tuents,  whofe  characters  as  freemen, 
and  even  whofe  perfonal  fafety,  de¬ 
pend  in  fo  great  a  degree  upon  the 
decifion  of  this  queftion — a  quef- 
tion  of  no  lefs  importance  than 
this:  Whether  our  liberty  be  Hill 
to  be  fee  u  red  by  the  laws  of  our 
forefathers,  or  be  to  lie  at  the  ab- 
folute  mercy  of  a  part  of  our  fel- 
low-fubjefts  collected  together  by 
means  which  it  is  not  neceftary  for 
me  to  defcribe. 

(t  In  order  to  give  this  fubjeft 
all  the  attention  to  which  it  is  en¬ 
titled,  and  to  avoid  the  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  partial  views 
and  perfonal  feelings,  it  will  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  argue  the  queftion  on 
its  own  merits,  putting  the  indivi¬ 
dual  (however  we  may  deplore  his 
prefent  fufterings)  out  of  view  ; 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  every 
man  ought  to  confider  the  cafe  as  his 
own  ;  becaufe,  fhould  the  principle 
upon  which  the  gentlemen  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  have  thought 
proper  to  aft  in  this  inftance  be 
once  admitted,  it  is  impoflible  for 
any  one  to  conjefture  how  foon  he 
himfelf  may  be  fummoned  from 
his  dwelling,  and  be  hurried,  with 
out  trial,  and  without  oath  made 
againft  him,  from  the  bofom  of  his 
family  into  the  clutches  of  a  jailor. 
It  is  therefore  now  the  time  to 
refill;  the.doftrine,  upon  which  Mr. 
Jones  has  been  fent  to  Newgate  ; 
or  it  is  high  time  to  ceafe  all  pre- 
tenlions  to  thofe  liberties  which 
were  acquired  by  our  forefathers, 
after  fo  many  ftruggles  and  fo  many 
lacrifices. 


u  Either  the  houfe  of  commons 
is  authorized  to  difpenfe  with  the 
laws  of  the  land,  or  it  is  not.  If  the 
conftitution  be  of  fo  delicate  a  tex¬ 
ture,  fo  weak  a  frame,  fo  fragile 
a  fubftance,  that  it  is  to  be  only 
fpoken  of  in  terms  of  admiration, 
and  to  be  viewed  merely  as  a  piece 
of  curious  but  unprofitable  work- 
manfhip;  if  Magna  Charta  and  all 
the  wholefome  laws  of  England  be 
a  dead  letter  ;  in  that  cafe,  the  af¬ 
firmative  of  the  propofition  may  be 
admitted:  but  if  the  conftitution 
lives,  and  is  applicable  to  its  ends ; 
namely,  the  happinefs  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  the  perfeft  fecurity  of  the 
life,  liberty,  and  property  of  each 
member,  and  all  the  members  of 
the  fociety  ;  then  the  affirmative  of 
the  propofition  can  never  be  ad¬ 
mitted  ;  then  mu  ft  we  be  freemen  ; 
for  we  need  no  better  fecurity,  no 
more  powerful  protedlion  for  our 
rights  and  liberties,  than  the  laws 
and  conftitution. 

((  We  feek  for,  and  we  need  feek 
for,  nothing  new  ;  we  alk  for  no 
more  than  what  our  forefathers 
infilled  upon  as  their  own  ;  we  alk 
for  no  more  than  what  they  be¬ 
queathed  unto  us  ;  we  alk  for  no 
more  than  what  they,  in  the  tefta- 
ment  which  fome  of  them  had 
fealed,  and  which  the  reft  of  them 
were  ready  to  feal  with  their  blood, 
exprefsly  declared  to  be  the  birth¬ 
right  of  the  people  of  England  : 
namely,  the  laws  of  England.  To 
thefe  laws  we  have  a  right  to  look, 
with  confidence,  for  fecurity;  to 
thefe  laws,  the  individual  now  im- 
prifoned  has,  through  me,  applied 
for  redrefs  in  vain.  Thofe  who 
have  imprifoned  him  have  refufed 
to  liften  to  my  voice,  weakly  ex- 
preffing  the  ftrong  principles  of  the 
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law,  the  undeniable  claims  of  this 
Englifhman’s  birthright, 

“  Your  voice  may  come  with 
more  force ;  may  command  greater 
refpeft ;  and  I  am  not  without  hope 
that  it  may  prove  irrefiftible,  if  it 
proclaim  to  this  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  in  the  fame  tone  as  the 
tongues  of  our  anceftors  proclaim¬ 
ed  to  the  kings  of  old,  nolumus 
leges  Anglia  mutari  ;  or,  in  our  own 
more  clear,  and  not  lefs  forcible 
language,  the  laws  of  England Jhall 
not  be  changed . 

i 6  The  principle,  fellow-citizens, 
for  which  we  are  now  contending, 
is  the  fame  principle  for  which  the 
people  of  England  have  contended 
from  the  earlieft  ages,  and  their 
glorious  fuccefs  in  which  contefts 
is  down  upon  record  in  the  great 
charter  of  our  rights  and  liberties, 
and  in  divers  other  fubfeqoent  fta- 
tutes,  of  fcarcely  lefs  importance. 
It  was  this  fame  great  principle 
which  was  again  attacked  by  Charles 
the  Firft,  in  the  meafure  of  fhip- 
money,  when  again  the  people  of 
England  and  an  uncorrupted  houfe 
of  commons  renewed  the  conteft  ; 
a  conteft  which  ended  in  the  im- 
prifonment,  the  trial,  the  condem¬ 
nation,  and  the  execution  of  that  ill- 
advifed  king.  The  felf-fame  prin¬ 
ciple  it  was,  that  was  fo  daringly 
violated  by  his  fon  James  the  Se¬ 
cond  ;  for  which  violation  he  was 
compelled  to  flee  from  the  juft  in¬ 
dignation  of  the  people,  who  not 
only  dripped  him  of  his  crown,  but 
who  prevented  that  crown  from  de¬ 
fending  to  his  family.  In  all  thefe 
contefts,  the  courage,  perfeverance, 
and  fortitude  of  our  anceftors,  con- 
fpicuous  as  they  were,  were  not 
more  fo  than  their  wifdom  ;  for 
talk  as  long  as  we  will  about  rights, 

liberties,  franchifes,  privileges,  and 
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immunities,  of  what  avail  are  any 
or  all  of  thefe  together,  if  our 
perfons  can,  at  the  foie  will  and 
command  of  any  man,  or  fet  of 
men,  be  feized  on,  thrown  into 
prifon,  and  there  kept  during  the 
pleafure  of  that  man,  or  fet  of  men  ? 
If  every  one  of  you  be  liable,  at 
any  time,  to  be  fent  to  jail  without 
trial,  and  without  oath  made  againft 
you,  and  there  to  be  detained  as 
long  as  it  pleafes  the  parties  fend¬ 
ing  you  there  (perhaps  to  the  end 
of  your  life)  without  any  court  to 
appeal  to,  without  any  means  of 
redrefs  ;  if  this  be  the  cafe,  fhall 
we  ftill  boaft  of  the  laws  and  of 
the  liberties  of  England  ?  Volumes 
have  been  written  by  foreigners,  as 
well  as  by  our  own  countrymen,  in 
praife  of  that  part  of  our  law  which, 
in  fo  admirable  a  manner,  provides 
for  our  perfonal  fafety  againft  any 
attacks  of  men  in  power.  This 
has,  indeed,  been  in  all  ages  the 
pride  of  our  country  ;  and  it  is  the 
maintenance  of  this  principle  which 
enabled  us  to  efcape  that  bondage, 
in  which  all  the  ftates  and  king¬ 
doms  in  Europe  were  enthralled  by 
abandoning  and  yielding  it  up  ;  and 
we  may  be  allured,  that  if  we  now 
abandon  it,  the  bright  day  of  Eng¬ 
land’s  glory  will  fet  in  the  night  of 
her  difgrace. 

((  But  I  would  fain  believe  that 
fuch  is  not  to  be  our  fate.  Our 
forefathers  made  ftern  grim-vifaged 
prerogative  hide  his  head :  they 
broke  in  pieces  his  (harp  and  mafly 
fvvord.  And  fhall  we,  their  fons, 
be  afraid  to  enter  the  lifts  with  un¬ 
defined  privilege,  affirming  the 
powers  of  prerogative  ? 

((  I  fhall  be  told,  perhaps,  that 
there  is  not  much  danger  of  this 
power  being  very  frequently  exer- 
cifed.  The  fame  apology  may  be 

made 
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made  for  the  exercife  of  any  power 
whatever.  I  do  not  fuppofe  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  will  fend  any  of  you  to  jail 
when  you  do  not  difpleafe  them. 
Mr.  Yorke  did  not  move  for  the 
fending  of  Mr.  Jones  to  jail,  un¬ 
til  Mr.  Jones  difpleafed  him;  but 
it  is  not  a  very  great  compliment 
to  pay  to  any  conftitution,  to  fay, 
that  it  does  not  permit  a  man  to 
be  imprifoned  unlefs  he  has  done 
fomething  to  difpleafe  perfons  in 
power.  It  would  be  difficult,  I 
fhould,.  fuppofe,  to  find  any  man 
upon  earth,  however  defpotic  his 
difpofnion,  who  would  not  be  con¬ 
tented  with  the  power  of  fending 
to  prifon,  during  his  pleafure,  every 
one  who  fhould  dare  to  do  any 
thing  to  difpleafe  him.  Befides, 
when  I  am  told  that  there  is  little 
danger  that  the  gentlemen  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  will  often  exer¬ 
cife  this  power,  I  cannot  help  ob- 
ferving,  that,  though  the  examples 
may  be  few,  their  effedl  will  natu¬ 
rally  be  great  and  general.  At  this 
moment,  it  is  true,  we  fee  but  one 
man  aftually  in  jail,  for  having  dif¬ 
pleafed  thofe  gentlemen  ;  but  the 
fate  of  this  one  man  (as  is  the  effett 
of  allpunifhments)  will  deter  others 
from  expreffing  their  opinions  of 
the  condud  of  thofe  who  have  had 
the  power  to  punifh  him.  And, 
moreover,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  all 
power,  and  efpecially  of  affumed 
and  undefined  power,  to  increafe  as 
it  advances  in  age :  and,  as  Magna 
Charta  and  the  law  of  the  land 
have  not  been  fufficient  to  protect 
Mr.  Jones,  as  we  have  feen  him 
fent  to  jail  for  having  defcribed  the 
condud  of  one  of  the  members  as 
an  outrage  upon  public  feeling, 
what  fecurity  have  we,  unless  this 
power  of  imprifonment  be  given 
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up,  that  we  (hall  not  fee  other 
men  fent  to  jail  for  dating  their 
opinion  refpeding  rotten  boroughs, 
refpeding  placemen  and  penfioners 
fitting  in  the  houfe  ;  or,  in  fhort, 
for  making  any  declaration,  giving 
any  opinion,  dating  any  fad,  be¬ 
traying  any  feeling,  whether  by 
writing,  by  word  of  mouth,  or  by 
gedure,  which  may  difpleafe  any  of 
the  gentlemen  affembled  in  St.  Ste¬ 
phen’s  Chapel. 

“  Then,  again,  as  to  the  kind  of 
punifh ment ;  why  fhould  they  dop 
at  fending  perfons  to  jail  ?  If  they 
can  fend  whom  they  pleafe  to  jail ; 
if  they  can  keep  the  perfon  fo  fent 
in  jail  as  long  as  they  pleafe  ;  if 
they  can  fet  their  prifoners  free  at 
the  end  of  the  fird  hour,  or  keep 
them  confined  for  feven  years ;  if, 
in  fhort,  their  abfolute  will  is  to 
have  the  force  of  law,  what  fecurity 
can  you  have  that  they  will  dop 
at  imprifonment  ?  If  they  have  the 
abfolute  power  of  imprifoning  and 
releafmg,  why  may  they  not  fend 
their  prifoners  to  York  jail,  as  well 
as  to  a  jail  in  London  ?  Why  not 
confine  men  in  folitary  cells,  or  load 
them  with  chains  and  bolts  ?  They 

J 

have  not  gone  thefe  lengths  yet ; 
but  what  is  there  to  redrain  them, 
if  they  are  to  be  the  foie  judges  of 
the  extent  of  their  own  powers,  and 
if  they  are  to  exercife  thofe  powers 
without  any  controul,  and  without 
leaving  the  parties  whom  theychufe 
to  punifh,  any  mode  of  appeal,  any 
means  of  redrefs  ? 

u  That  a  power  fiich'  as  this 
fhould  exift  in  any  country  it  is 
lamentable  to  be  obliged  to  be¬ 
lieve  ;  but  that  it  fhould  be  f offer¬ 
ed  to  exid,  and  that  its  exidence 
fhould  be  openly  and  even  boaft- 
fully  avowed  in  a  country  whofe 
chief  glory  has  been  its  free  conflu 

tut-iou 
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tution  of  government,  is  fomething 
too  monftrous  to  he  believed,  if 
the  proof  were  not  before  our  eyes. 
Had  the  lead  doubt  hung  upon  my 
mind  of  the  illegality  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  prefent  cafe,  it 
would  have  been  altogether  re¬ 
moved  by  the  anfwers  given  to  the 
references  made  by  me  to  the  great 
luminaries  of  our  law,  and  to  the 
laws  themfelves.  The  arguments, 
by  which  I  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
vince  the  gentlemen  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  that  their  a&s,  in  the 
cafe  of  Mr.  Jones,  were  illegal,  I 
lhall  now  lay  before  you,  in  a 
more  full  and  conne&ed  way  than 
it  could  poflibly  be  done  by  the 
parliamentary  reporters :  and,  in 
doing  this,  I  lhali  do  all  that  now 
remains  in  my  power  towards  the 
corre&ion  of  this,  as  l  deem  it, 
mod  enormous  abufe  of  power,  and 
mod  dangerous  of  all  encroachments 
upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
Englidimen. 

<(  I  remain,  gentlemen, 

“  Your  mod  obedient, 
Humble  fervant, 

“  Francis  Burdett. 
if  Piccadilly ,  March  23,  1810.” 

April  6. — Narrative  of  Sir  F, 
Burdett* s  commitment  to  the  Fovoer. 
— At  half  pad  feven  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  as  foon  as  the  dividon 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  was 
known,  Mr.  Jones  Burdett,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mr.  O’Connor,  who  had 
remained  all  night  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  fet  off  in  a  pod-chaife 
to  Wimbledon,  and  informed  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  of  the  refult.  Sir 
Francis  immediately  mounted  his 
horfe,  and  rode  to  town  ;  the  other 
two  returned  in  the  chaife.  Sir 
Francis  found  a  letter  on  his  table 
from  Mr.  Colman,  the  ferjeant-at- 
arrns,  acquainting  him  that  he  had 
received  a  warrant,  figned  by  the 


Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  arred  and 
convey  him  to  the  Tower,  and  he 
begged  to  know  when  he  might 
wait  on  him  ;  that  it  was  his  with 
to  Ihow  him  the  utmod  refpeft, 
and  therefore,  if  he  preferred  to 
take  his  horfe  and  ride  to  the 
Tower,  he  would  meet  him  there. 
To  this  letter  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
wrote  an  anfwer  to  the  following 
effed 

“  Sif, 

<£  On  my  return  from  Wimble¬ 
don,  I  found  your  polite  letter,  and 
fhall  be  happy  to  receive  you  here 
at  twelve  o’clock  to-morrow. 

t(  I  remain.  Sir, 
t(  Your  obedient  fervant, 

4t  Francis  Burdett.”' 

(i  F.  J.  Colman,  Efq. 

C(  Piccadilly ,  April  6,  1810.” 

Before  this  letter  could  be  deli¬ 
vered,  Mr.  Colman  came  himfelf 
to  Sir  Francis’s  houfe,  and  told 
him  he  had  a  warrant  to  arred  him. 
Sir  Francis  faid  he  had  received 
his  letter ;  and  had  written  an 
anfwer,  in  which  he  told  him,  that 
he  wTould  be  ready  to  receive  him 
the  next  day  at  twelve  o’clock  ; 
upon  which  Mr.  Colman  politely 
bowed  and  withdrew.  About  feven- 
o’clock  in  the  evening  his  friend, 
Mr.  O’Connor,  went  to  the  Tower 
to  fee  that  preparation  fhould  be 
made  to  receive  him,  as  Sir  Francis 
entertained  no  doubt  but  that  the 
next  day  the  ferjeant-at-arms 
would  come  with  a  force  to  compel 
him  to  furrender.  Mr.  O’Connor 
faw  Colonel  Smith,  who  told  him 
that  every  preparation  had  been 
made  for  his  reception  ;  that  the 
houfe  next  to  his  own  had  been 
well  aired  :  and  that,  from  a  fenfe 
of  duty  as  well  as  from  refpedf,  he 
might  depend  every  attention 
fhould  be  paid  to  Sir  Francis. 

About 
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About  eight  o’clock,  the  fame 
evening,  Mr.  Colman  and  a  mef- 
fenger  came  back  to  Sir  Francis’s 
houfe,  and  the  ferjeant  told  him  he 
had  received  a  fevere  reprimand 
from  the  fpeaker  for  not  executing 
the  warrant  in  the  morning,  and 
remaining  with  Sir  Francis ;  and 
he  hoped  that  he  would  now  fub- 
roit  to  be  his  prifoner. 

Sir  Francis  anfwered,  that  he 
was  fure  the  fpeaker  would  not, 
upon  coniideration,  think  him  to 
blame  ;  for  that  it  would  not  have 
be'en  in  his  power  to  remain  with 
him  ;  as,  without  any  perfonal 
offence  to  him,  he  (Sir  Francis) 
would  not  have  permitted  him  to 
remain.  The  ferjeant-at-arms  fa  id, 
“  I  fhall  be  obliged.  Sir,  to  refort 
to  force,  as  it  is  my  duty  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  warrant.” 

Sir  Francis  anfwered,  “  If  you 
bring  an  overwhelming  force,  I 
mu  ft  fubmit;  but  I  dare  not,  from 
my  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  my 
refpeft  for  his  laws,  yield  a  volun¬ 
tary  fubmiflion  to  fuch  a  warrant— 
it  is  illegal.” 

The  ferjeant  again  urged  him  to 
permit  him  to  remain  with  him.  Sir 
Francis  faid,  “  You  mu  ft  leave  my 
houfe;  but  I  have  written  a  letter 
to  the  fpeaker,  which,  if  you  pleafe, 
you  may  take  with  you,  and  deli¬ 
ver  it — it  contains  my  refolution 
as  to  your  warrant.” 

The  ferjeant  begged  leave  to 
decline  taking  charge  of  any  fuch 
letter;  he  faid  he  had  already  in¬ 
curred  blame  by  not  executing  the 
warrant,  and  he  fhould  be  confi- 
dered  as  more  criminal  if  he  car¬ 
ried  any  letter  in  contradiction  to 
it ;  and  he  withdrew. 

Sir  Francis  then  fent  this  letter 
by  his  own  fon,  Rober  Burdett,  a 
youth  of  fourteen,  and  his  brother, 
Mr.  Jones  Burdett,  to  the  fpeaker, 


and  it  was  accordingly  delivered  at 
ten  o’clock  at  night. 

On  Saturday  morning  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  breakfafted  at  the  houfe  of  his 
friend,  Mr.  O’Connor,  in  Maddox- 
ftreet,  Hanover-fquare.  After 
breakfaft  they  walked  to  Half- 
Moon-ftreet,  where  Sir  Francis 
mounted  his  horfe,  and  took  a  ride 
in  the  park,  accompanied  only  by 
his  groom.  On  Mr.  O’Connor’s 
return  to  Sir  Francis’s  houfe,  in 
Piccadilly,  he  found  one  of  the 
meftengers  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
waiting  for  Sir  Francis.  He  faid 
he  had  the  warrant  for  his  arreft 
in  his  pocket,  and  he  wilhed  to  fee 
him,  as  he  had  orders  to  remain 
with  him.  On  Sir  Francis’s  re¬ 
turn,  he  found  in  his  room  a  num¬ 
ber  of  his  friends  waiting  for  him, 
and  he  was  told  of  the  meftenger 
in  waiting.  He  defired  him  to  be 
fhown  up. 

“  Well,  my  good  friend,  (faid 
Sir  Francis)  what  is  your  bufi- 
nefs  ?  ’  * 

'MeJJT, — -C(  Sir,  I  am  defired  to 
ftiow  you  the  order  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  upon  which  the  war¬ 
rant  is  iftued — -to  ferve  that  war¬ 
rant  upon  you,  and  to  remain  with 
you.” 

He  delivered  the  warrant  to  Sir 
Francis,  which  he  read,  and  put  it 
into  his  pocket.  It  is  as  follows — * 
iS  Veneris ,  6°  die  Aprilis,  1810. 

<f  Whereas  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  has  this  day  adjudged  that 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  Baronet,  who 
has  admitted  that  a  letter,  figned 
c  Francis  Burdett,*  and  a  further 
part  of  a  paper,  entitled,  ‘  Argu¬ 
ment,’  in  Cobbett’s  Weekly  Re¬ 
gift  er,  of  March  24,  1810,  was 
printed  by  his  authority  (which 
letter  and  argument  the  faid  houfe 
has  refolved.  to  be  a  libellous  and 
fcandalous  paper,  reflecting  on  the 
i  juft 
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juft  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
laid  houfe,  has  been  thereby  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
faid  houfe ; 

“  And  whereas  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  hath  thereupon  ordered,  that 
the  faid  Sir  Francis  Burdett  be,  for 
his  faid  offence,  committed  to  his 
Majefty’s  Tower  of  London  ; 

ii  Thefe  are  therefore  to  require 
you  to  take  into  cuftody  the  body  of 
the  faid  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and 
then  forthwith  to  deliver  him  over 
into  the  cuftody  of  the  lieutenant  of 
his  Majefty’s  Tower  of  London. 

tc  And  all  mayors,  bailiffs,  fhe« 
riffs,  under- (heriffs,  conftables,  and 
headboroughs,  and  every  other 
perfon  or  perfons,  are  hereby  re¬ 
quired  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  to 
you  in  the  execution  hereof ;  for 
which  this  fhall  be  your  fufficient 
warrant.  Given  under  my  hand, 
the  6th  day  of  April,  1810. 

s<  Chas.  Abbot,  Speaker.” 
u  To  the  ferjeant-at-arms  at¬ 
tending  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  or  his  deputy. ” 

Sir  Francis.— i(  My  friend,  this 
is  not  a  fufficient  warrant.  You 
may  return  and  inform  the  fpeaker 
that  I  will  not  obey  it.” 

Mejf, — c<  Sir,  it  is  my  orders  to 
remain  with  you,  and  I  muft  obey, 
unlefs  I  am  forced  to  withdraw.1' 

Sir  Francis— “  You  muft  in- 
ftantly  withdraw.” 

He  was  accordingly  (hown  down 
ftairsby  Mr.  O’Connor.  The  per¬ 
fon  wilhed  force  to  be  ufed.  Mr. 
O’Connor  faid,  u  There  is  the  door 
open  for  you  ;  you  muft  go  ;  but 
it  is  not  my  practice  to  be  fo  unci¬ 
vil  as  to  lay  violent  hands  on  any 
one,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  make 
it  neceffary  now.”  The  meflenger 
bowed,  and  retired. 

Between  twelve  and  orre  o’clock 
a  troop  of  life-boards  arrived,  and 


were  drawn  up  before  the  houfe  of 
Sir  Francis,  and  their  horfes  were 
made  to  prance  about  on  the  foot 
pavement  as  well  as  the  ftreet,  for 
the  purpofe  of  difperfing  the  peo¬ 
ple.  There  was  much  hiding.  In 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  Mr. 
Read,  the  magiftrate,  arrived.  He 
mounted  a  dragoon  horfe,  and  read 
the  riot  aft,  and  warned  all  people 
peaceably  to  depart.  The  guards 
were  then  planted  acrofs  Piccadilly, 
from  Dover-ftreet,  on  the  one  fide, 
to  Bolton- row  on  the  other,  fo  as 
to  block  up  the  thoroughfare.  Mr. 
Jones  Burdett  was  not  fuffered  to 
pafs  through  the  line  to  his  dinner 
until  he  procured  a  conftable. 
During  all  this  time  Sir  Francis 
was  at  home  with  his  family.  His 
colleague,  Lord  Cochrane,  Mr. 
O’Connor,  and  Mr.  Jones  Burdett, 
dined  with  him. 

In  confequence  of  this  demon- 
ftration  of  military  force,  he  wrote 
the  following  requifition  to  the 
Iheriffs  of  Middlefex,  which  was 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  Mre 
Sheriff  Wood,  in  the  ftreet 
Gentlemen, 

u  In  furtherance  of  an  attempt 
to  deprive  me  of  my  liberty,  under 
the  authority  of  an  inftrument 
which  I  know  to  be  illegal,  viz. 
a  warrant  by  the  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  my  houfe  is  at 
this  moment  befet  by  a  military 
force. 

(t  As  I  am  determined  never  to 
yield  a  voluntary  obedience  to  an 
aft  contrary  to  the  laws,  I  am  re- 
folved  to  refill  the  execution  offuch 
a  warrant  by  all  the  legal  means  in 
my  power ;  and  as  you  are  the 
conftitutional  officers  appointed  to 
proteft  the  inhabitants  of  your 
bailiwick  from  violence  and  op- 
preffion,  from  whatever  quarter 
tbsv  may  come,  I  make  this  requi- 

fition 
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fincm  to  you,  gentlemen,  to  fur- 
nifh  me  with  your  aid,  with  which 
the  laws  have  provided  you,  either 
by  calling  out  the  pjje  cemitatus,  or 
ftich  other  as  the  cafe  and  circunu 
fiances  may  require. 

i{  It  is  for  you  to  confider,  how 
far  you  are  liable,  fliould  I,  by  any 
unlawful  force,  afting  under  an 
unlawful  authority,  be  taken  from 
my  houfe.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  gentlemen,  your  very  obedient 
fervant,  (Signed) 

“  Francis  Burdett. 
es  Piccadilly,  April  7,  1S1O. 
s(  Matthew  Wood,  Efq.  and 
John  Atkins,  Efq.  (he- 
riffs  of  Middlefex.” 

On  Monday  morning  he  break- 
faded  in  his  drawing-room  on  the 
firft  floor,  with  Lady  Burdett,  the 
Countefs  of  Guildford,  and  Lady 
Maria,  Lady  Jane,  Lady  Georgina 
North,  Mrs.  Coutts,  his  fon,  Ro¬ 
bert  Burdett,  his  brother,  and  Mr. 
O'Connor.  Mr.  Coutts  had  juft 
retired.  Breakfaft  was  finifhed, 
and  Sir  Francis  was  employed  in 
hearing  his  fon  (who  had  juft  come 
from  Eton  fchool)  read  and  tran* 
flate  Magna  Charta,  when  Mr. 
O’Connor  obferved  a  man’s  face 
at  one  of  the  windows  :  he  had 
mounted  by  a  ladder,  had  already 
thrown  up  the  fafh,  and  was  in  the 
aft  of  entering  ;  in  the  attempt  to 
do  which  he  broke  fome  panes  of 
glafs.  Mr.  O’Connor  ran  up  to 
him.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  called 
out  not  to  hurt  the  man,  as  it 
would  have  been  eafy  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  for  Mr.  O’Connor,  by  the 
mere  fhifting  of  the  ladder,  to  have 
precipitated  the  perfon  into  the 
area,  a  height  of  at  leaft  twenty 
feet :  but  he  contented  himfelf  with 
putting  one  hand  to  his  breaft,  and 
with  the  other  (hutting  the  win- 
V oil.  LXI.  or  Vol.  X.  Niw  Se! 


dow.  Sir  Francis,  his  fon,  and 
brother,  (hut  down  all  the  other 
windows,  while  they  faw  a  body 
of  troops  drawn  up  in  front  of  the 
houfe.  During  this  moment,  fo 
alarming  to  the  delicacy  of  the 
fex,  and  to  the  affeftion  of  a  wife 
and  mother,  feeing  her  hulband  and 
Only  fon  expofed  to  the  poffible 
difcharge  of  artillery  and  mulketry, 
both  (he  and  all  the  ladies  maintained 
the  mod  perfeft  conftancy  of  mind  ; 
and  both  in  this  moment,  and  in 
the  fcene  which  enfued,  difplayed 
a  courage  that  did  honour  to  their 
underftandings  and  their  hearts. 

Mr.  O’Connor  ran  down  ftairs  to* 
fee  if  all  was  fate  below.  He  met 
iibout  twenty  men  with  conftables* 
ftaves  in  their  hands.  They  had 
defeended  the  area,  and  had  burft 
open  a  window',  fafhes,  frame  and. 
all,  by  which  they  entered  through 
a  fmall  fervant’s  room.  He  alked 
them  what  they  wanted  ?  They 
anfwered  —  Sir  Francis  Burdett; 
Was  he  at  home?  He  replied,  that 
Sir  Francis  was  at  home  ;  what  did 
they  want  with  him  ?  They  rufhed 
up  to  the  drawing-room,  where  Sir 
Francis  and  his  family,  with  the 
ladies,  (bill  were.  At  this  time  there 
were  conftables  only  j  the  ferjeant- 
at-arms  did  not  (how  himfelf,  nor 
was  there  any  magiftrate;  but  the 
ferjeant-at-arms  (Mr.  Colman)  fol¬ 
lowed  the  pofte  of  conftables  up 
ftairs,  and  faid— - 

Serjeant Sir  Francis,  you 
are  my  prifoner.” 

Sir  Francis.  — By  what  author 
ri ty  dp  you  aft,  Mr.  Serjeant  ?  By 
what  power,  Sir,  have  you  broken 
into  my  houfe,  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  land  ?” 

Serjeant Sir  Francis,  I  am 
authorized  by  the  warrant  of  Mr. 
Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons.” 
1  e  s,  [Hhl  8  if 
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Sir  Francis.—*6  I  conteft  the  au¬ 
thority  of  fuch  a  warrant.  Exhibit 
to  me  the  legal  warrant  upon  which 
you  have  dared  to  violate  my  houfe. 
Where  is  the  fheriff?  Where  is  the 
magiftrate  ?”  (At  this  time  there 
was  no  magiftrate,  but  he  Toon 
afterwards  appeared.) 

Serjeant.— 66  Sir  Francis,  my  au¬ 
thority  is  in  my  hand ;  1  will  read 
it  to  you  :  it  is  the  warrant  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.’*  (And  here 
Mr.  Colman  attempted  to  read  the 
warrant ;  but  which  he  did  with 
great  trepidation.) 

Sir  Francis.— sc  I  repeat  to  you, 
that  it  is  no  fufficient  warrant.  No, 
not  to  arreft  any  perfon  in  the  open 
ffreet,  much  lefs  to  break  open  my 
houfe,  in  violation  of  alllawi  If 
you  have  a  warrant  from  his  Ma. 
jefty,  or  from  a  proper  officer  ot 
the  king,  I  will  pay  inftant  obedi¬ 
ence  to  it ;  but  I  will  not  yield  to 
an  illegal  order.” 

Serjeant.—6*  Sir  Francis,  I  de¬ 
mand  you  to  yield  in  the  name  of 
the  Commons’  Houfe  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  I  truft  you  will  not 
compel  me  to  ufe  force.  I  entreat 
you  to  believe  that  I  wifh  to  Ihow 
you  every  refpe£l.” 

Sir  Francis.— 66  I  tell  you  dif- 
linftly,  that  1  will  not  voluntarily 
fubmit  to  an  unlawful  order  ;  and 
I  demand  in  the  king’s  name,  and 
in  the  name  of  the  laws,  that  you 
forthwith  retire  from  my  houfe.” 

Serjeant. — 66  Then,  Sir,  I  muft 
call  in  affiftance,  and  force  you  to 
yield.” 

Upon  which  the  conftables  laid 
hold  of  Sir  Francis.  Mr.  Jones 
Burdett  and  Mr.  O’Connor  imme¬ 
diately  ftepped  up,  and  each  took 
him  under  an  arm.  The  conftables 


clofed  in  on  all  three,  and  drew 
them  down  ftairs. 

Sir  Francis  then  faid, — -6<  I  pro- 
teft  in  the  king’s  name  again!!  this 
violation  of  my  perfon  and  of  my 
houfe.  It  is  fuperior  force  only  that 
hurries  me  out  of  it,  and  you  do  it 
at  your  peril. 

The  ladies  were  ftill  prefent,  and 
betrayed  no  fymptoms  of  alarm  ; 
no  doubt  from  the  confidence  which 
they  had  in  Sir  Francis’s  temper, 
and  in  their  perfuafion  that  no  out¬ 
rage  beyond  the  a&ual  arreft  would 
be  committed. 

In  defcending  the  ftairs,  Sir 
Francis  hoped  that  his  brother  and 
his  friend  might  be  allowed  to  ac¬ 
company  him  ;  which  Mr.  Colman 
promifed. 

A  coach  was  drawn  up  at  the 
door.  It  was  inftantly  furrounded 
by  cavalry.  The  baronet  ftepped 
in  firft,  followed  by  the  ferjeant 
and  a  conftable.  Mr.  Jones  Burdett 
and  Mr.  O’Connor  alfo  got  in ; 
but  the  latter  was  taken  out,  and 
the  cavalcade  inftantly  fet  off  at  a 
rapid  pace. 

The  proceffion  moved  from  Sir 
Francis  Burdett’s  houfe  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  order  :  —  Two  fquadrons  of 
the  fifteenth  light  dragoons,  two 
troops  of  life  guards,  with  Mr.  Read 
the  magiftrate  at  their  head;  the 
coach  with  Sir  Francis ;  two  more 
troops  of  life  guards  ;  a  troop  of 
the  fifteenth  light  dragoons  ;  two 
battalions  of  foot  guards,  marching 
in  open  order ;  and  a  party  of  the 
fifteenth  light  dragoons  forming  the 
rear.  In  this  order  they  proceeded 
to  Albemarle-ftreet,  where  they 
halted,  and  then  turned  up  that 
ftreet,  with  the  exception  of  two 
battalions  of  foot  guards,  who 
inarched  forward  through  Picca- 
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dilly,  the  Haymarket,  and  Strand, 
to  the  Tower. 

The  effort  proceeded  along  Al- 
bemarle-ftreet,  Bond-ftreet,  Con¬ 
duit. ftreet,  acrofs  Hanover-fquare, 
into  Oxford. ft reet,  along  John- 
ftreet.  Great  Portland-ftreet,  Port- 
land-road,  the  New-road,  Mary-le- 
bone,  by  Pentonville,  acrofs  Ifling- 
ton,  along  the  City- road  to  Moor- 
fields,  from  thence  by  Sun-ftreet 
into  Aldgate  High-ftreet,  and  along 
the  Minories  to  the  Tower. 

The  proceftion  went  on  at  its 
outfet  at  a  quick  rate  ;  and  the 
capture  having  been  made  at  an 
earlier  hour  than  the  croud  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  aftembling,  the 
event  was  not  immediately  or  ge¬ 
nerally  known.  The  baronet  had 
pafled  up  Albemarle-ftreet  before  a 
cry  was  fet  up,  “  They  have  taken 
him— they  have  dragged  him  out 
of  his  houfe  !”  The  cry  fpread  im¬ 
mediately  far  and  wide;  and  an 
immenfe  crowd  foon  attended  the 
cavalcade,  which  increafed  to  fuch 
an  extent,  that,  by  the  time  Sir 
Francis  reached  the  Tower,  the 
crowd  had  blocked  up  the  Minories 
and  all  the  ftreets  in  its  vicinity, 
and  it  became  impoftible  for  cart  or 
carriage  to  pafs.  Additional  pre¬ 
parations  had  been  made  in  the  con¬ 
templation  of  a  difturbance  near  the 
Tower.  Troops  were  ftationed  near 
it,  and  a  frefh  regiment  came  up  by 
water  from  Tilbury  Fort  the  fame 
morning.  They  were  quartered  in 
the  New  Mint,  Tower-hiil. 

The  foot  guards  who  had  march¬ 
ed  along  the  Strand  and  through 
the  city,  arrived  upon  Tower-hill 
five  minutes  before  twelve.  They 
came  down  Mark-lane,  headed  by 
the  city-marfhal  and  a  civil  officer. 
They  drew  up  three  deep  in  the  line 


from  the  Tower  gates,  which  were 
(hut,  covering  the  entrance. 

Teh  minutes  paft  twelve,  an  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  fifteenth  light  dragoons 
rodefmartly  out  from  Jewry-ft  reet, 
by  the  further  fide  of  the  Trinity r 
houfe,  making  fignals  for  the  mob 
to  clear  the  way.  A  quarter  paft 
twelve,  arrived  about  twenty  of  the 
horfe  guards,  who  rode  up  towards 
the  Tower  gates.  At  the  diftance 
of  100  yards,  came  about  300  of 
the  fifteenth  light  dragoons,  then 
about  200  of  the  horfe  guards, 
having  in  the  middle  of  them  the 
coach  containing  Sir  Francis  Bur¬ 
den. 

The  windows  of  the  coach  were 
all  down ;  Sir  Francis  fat  on  the 
right,  behind  ;  he  fat  forward,  and 
was  well  feen. 

After  the  horfe  guards,  came 
about  2CO  more  of  the  fifteenth. 
As  the  proceftion  entered  by  the 
further  fide  of  Trinity-houfe,  it 
came  on  Tower-hill,  in  a  Terpentine 
form,  and  the  military  fpe&acle 
was  very  grand.  In  this  ftate  things 
remained  for  half  an  hour,  the  car¬ 
riage  covered  by  about  20a  horfe 
guards,  the  line  of  foot  guards 
ftretching  from  it  up  Tower-hill, 
the  fifteenth  lining  the  fides  of 
Tower-hill,  to  keep  off  the  mob, 
which  began  to  difperfe. 

The  two  fquadrons  of  the  fiff 
teenth  light  dragoons  opened  right 
and  left,  and  cleared  the  ground  it* 
all  diredfions,  forming  a  circle  two 
deep,  around  the  entrance,  through 
which  the  remainder  of  the  force, 
with  the  prifoner,  proceeded  with¬ 
out  any  material  interruption  ; 
though  there  was  much  hooting  and 
huzzaing — i(  Burdett  for  ever.!" 
Many  of  the  mob  were  forced  into 
the  Tower  ditch,  but  without  mif- 

[H  h  z]  '  .  chiefj 
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chief,  as  there  was  hut  littls  water. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  carriage  at 
the  gate,  Sir  Francis  alighted,  and 
was  received  with  the  ufual  forma* 
lities,  firing  of  cannon,  &c.  The 
gate  was  immediately  Chut. 

Sir  Francis  was  admitted  about 
one  o’clock. 

During  the  whole  of  this  period 
the  populace  did  not  commit  much 
violence ;  they  chiefly  vented  their 
rage  in  hifling  and  hooting  the 
troops,  and  contented  themfelves  on 
the  other  hand  with  huzzaing  Sir 
Francis.  Upon  the  return  of  the 
troops,  however,  feveral  adls  of 
outrage  were  reforted  to  by  the 
multitude,  which  had  continued  to 
increafe.  The  foldiers  were  pelted 
with  mud  and  ftones  in  great  quan¬ 
tities.  When  oppofite  the  Trinity- 
houfe,  they  determined  to  endure 
the  aflault  no  longer,  and  charged 
the  multitude  fword  in  hand.  'T  he 
firing  of  the  carbines  and  horfe- 
piftols  became  now  pretty  general, 
and  feveral  people  fell.  The  con- 
teft  continued  all  the  way  up  Fen- 
church-ftreet,  where  a  (hot  entered 
the  (hop  of  Mr.  Goodeve,  a  boot¬ 
maker,  and  wounded  a  man  in  con- 
verfation  with  Mr.  Goodeve  at  the 
time.  Another  (hot  penetrated 
into  Mr.  Philip’s  carpet  warehoufe, 
but  did  no  mifchief.  Several  were 
wounded  :  amongft  them  was  a  poor 
old  bricklayer,  in  the  fervice  of 
Mr.  Thomas,  (hot  through  the 
neck;  one  perfon  (hot  in  the  groin 
dangeroufly ;  Willis,  of  John- 
ftreet,  Blackfriars,  through  the 
foot  ;  another  in  the  arm,  carried 
to  Mr.  Davis,  afurgeon  on  Tower- 
bill  $  and  many  with  fore  wounds. 
A  failor,  in  Rood-lane,  received  a 
fhot  on  the  back  of  the  head ;  a 
som. meter  in  the  Minoiies  was 


wounded  ;  feveral  (hots  entered 
windows  on  firft  floors.  It  being 
market-day  in  Mark-lane,  the 
place  was  crowded  with  perfon* 
about  their  ordinary  bufinefs ;  the 
balls  whittled  about  their  heads. 

An  important  quefion  hawing  arifert 
concerning  the  legality  of  Sir  F, 
Burdett* s  arrejl ,  woe  giwe  the  fol~ 
lowoing  opinion  of  the  Attorney - 
Generaly  on  the  queries  propofed  to 
hirriy  relatiwe  thereto. 
is  Query, — The  ferjeant-at-arms 
attending  the  houfe  of  commons 
having  in  the  execution  of  this 
warrant  been  refitted,  and  turned 
out  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett’s  private 
dwelling-houfe,  by  force  ; 

(t  Your  opinion  is  delired,  whe¬ 
ther  in  the  execution  of  this  war¬ 
rant  he  will  be  juftified  in  breaking 
open  the  outer  or  any  inner  door 
of  the  private  dwelling-houfe  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  or  of  any  other 
perfon  in  which  there  is  reasonable 
caufe  to  fufpetT  he  is  concealed,  for 
the  purpofe  of  apprehending  hinw 
And  whether  he  may  take  to  his 
afliftance  a  fufficient  civil  or  mili¬ 
tary  force  for  that  purpofe,  fuch 
force  afting  under  the  dire&ion  of 
a  civil  magiftrate.  And  whether 
fuch  proceedings  will  be  juftifiable 
during  the  night  as  well  as  in  the 
day-time.” 

Opinion . — ((  No  inftance  is  ftated 
to  me,  and  I  prefume  that  none  is 
to  be  found,  in  which  the  outer 
door  of  a  houfe  has  been  broken 
open  under  the  Speaker’s  warrant 
for  the  purpofe  of  apprehending 
the  perfon  againft  whom  fuch  war- 
want  iffued  being  therein.  I  muft 
therefore,  form  my  opinion  alto¬ 
gether  upon  cafes  which  have  art* 
fen  upon  the  execution  of  writs  or 

warrant* 
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warrants  iffuing  from  other  courts, 
and  which  feem  to  fall  within  the 
fame  principle. 

I  find  it  laid  down  in  Semay. 
ne's  cafe,  5  Co.  91,  that  where  the 
King  is  a  party,  the  fherifT  may 
break  open  the  defendant’s  houfe, 
either  to  arreft  him  or  to  do  other 
execution  of  the  king's  procefs ;  if 
otherwife  he  cannot  enter.  So  if 
the  defendant  be  in  the  houfe  of 
another  man,  the  fherifF  may  do  the 
fame  ;  but  he  cannot  break  into 
the  houfe  of  the  defendant  in  the 
execution  of  any  procefs  at  the  fuit 
of  an  individual.  This  dillindion 
proceeds,  as  I  apprehend,  upon  the 
greater  importance  of  enforcing 
the  procefs  of  the  crown  for  the 
public  benefit,  than  that  of  indivi¬ 
duals  for  the  fupport  of  their  pri¬ 
vate  rights.  Reafoning  from  hence, 
I  Ihould  think  that  the  fpeaker’s 
warrant,  which  had  ifiued  to  ap¬ 
prehend  a  man  under  fentenc®  of 
commitment  for  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  might  be  executed  in  the 
fame  manner  with  criminal  procefs 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  inaimuch 
as  thofe  privileges  were  given  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  public  only  j  and  the 
public  are  interefted  in  the  due 
fupport  of  them.  If  the  ad  had 
been  done,  and  I  had  been  alked 
whether  it  could  be  defended,  I 
Ihould  fay  that  it  could  ;  but  where 
it  is  previoufly  known  that  the 
execution  of  the  warrant  will  be  re¬ 
filled  by  force,  and  if  death  Ihould 
enfue  in  fuch  conflict,  the  officer 
who  executes  the  warrant  would 
Hand  juftified,  or  not,  as  the 
breaking  of  the  houfe  may  be  held 
lawful  or  unlawful ;  I  feel  myfelf 
obliged  to  bring  this  under  his  no¬ 
tice,  leaving  him  ta  judge  for  him- 


felf  whether  he  will  venture  to  ad 
upon  my  opinion,  which  has  no 
dired  authority  in  point  to  fupport 
it  but  rells  upon  reafoning  from 
other  cafes,  which  appear  to  me  to 
fall  within  the  fame  principle. — 
Should  the  officer  refolve  to  break 
into  the  houfe  if  it  be  found  ne- 
ceflfary,  he  mull  be  careful,  firft  to 
fignify  the  caufe  of  his  coming, 
and  make  requeft  to  open  the  doors, 
and  not  ufe  any  force  until  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  thofe  within  will  not 
comply  ;  and  he  Ihould  be  allured 
that  the  party  whom  he  feeks  to 
apprehend  is  within  the  houfe. 
For  the  purpofe  of  executing  the 
warrant,  he  may  take  with  him  a 
fufficient  force  of  fuch  defcription 
as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  renders 
neceflary.  If  he  has  reafon  to 
apprehend  a  degree  of  refinance 
which  can  only  be  expelled  by  a 
military  force,  he  may  take  fuch 
force  with  him  ;  but  in  this  cafe 
it  will  be  prudent  to  take  with 
him  alfo  a  civil  magillrate. 

t(  I  do  not  think  it  advifeable 
to  execute  the  warrant  in  the  night. 
The  officer  Ihould  understand,  that 
when  Sir  Francis  Burdett  has  once 
been  arrelted,  if  he  afterwards 
effeds  his  efcape  or  is  refcued,  his 
own  houfe,  or  the  houfe  of  any 
other  perfon  into  which  he  retreats, 
may  be  broken  for  the  purpofe  of 
retaking  him.  i(  V.  Gibbs.*® 
“  Lincoln's  Inn%  April  8 th. 

Letter  from  the  Electors  of  Weft - 
minfter  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett • 

(t  Sir, — We  nominated  you  to 
be  our  reprefentative,  without  your 
knowledge,  and  we  eleded  you 
without  your  interference.  We 
were  confident  you  would  perform 
the  duties  of  a  reprefentative  in 
parliament  with  ability  and  fide- 
{H  h  3]  lit,. 
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lity.  In  every  refped,  you  have 
not  only  fulfilled  but  exceeded  our 
expectation.  We  derive  the  utmoft 
fatisfadion  from  having  pointed  out 
to  the  nation  the  way  to  be  fairly 
reprefented.  Had  it  been  poffible 
that  our  example  could  have  been 
followed,  and  a  proper  reprefenta- 
tion  thereby  produced,  the  fcenes 
we  have  lately  wi:nefsed  would 
not  have  difgraced  our  country. 

We  underftood  the  noblenefs  of 
your  mind,  and  were  confident  that 
you  would  not  defcend  to  barter 
your  truft  for  a  place  under  go¬ 
vernment,  nor  be  the  partifan  or 
leader  of  thofe  who  fupport  or  re¬ 
ject  meafures,  juft  as  they  happen 
to  be  propofed  on  this  or  on  that 
fide  of  the  houfe. 

<(  We  feel  the  indignity  that  has 
been  offered  to  you  ;  but  we  are 
not  furprifed  to  find,  when  every 
excufe  is  made  for  public  delin¬ 
quents,  that  the  utmoft  rigour  is 
exercifed  againft  him  who  pleads 
for  the  ancient  and  conftitutional 
rights  of  the  people. 

“  You  nobly  ftepped  forward  in 
defence  of  a  fellow  fubjed  unjuftly 
imprifoned :  and  you  queftioned, 
with  great  ability  and  knowledge 
of  the  laws,  the  warrant  iffued  upon 
that  occafion.  The  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  have  anfwered  your  argu¬ 
ment  by  breaking  into  your  houfe 
with  a  military  force,  feizing  your 
perfon,  and  conveying  you  by  a 
large  body  of  troops  to  the  Tower. 

“  Your  diftindion  between  pri¬ 
vilege  and  power  remains  unaltered 
— the  privileges  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  are  for  the  protedion, 
not  for  the  deftrudion  of  the 
people. 

t(  We  have  refolved  to  remon- 
ftrate  with  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
*>n  the  outrages  committed  under 


their  order,  and  to  call  upon  them 
to  reftore  you  to  your  feat  in  par¬ 
liament,  which  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  country  renders  more  than 
ever  ncceffary  for  the  furtherance 
of  your  and  our  objed — a  reform 
of  the  reprefentation  in  that  houfe. 

i(  While  fo  many  members  are 
colleded  together  by  means  ‘  which 
it  is  not  neceffary  for  us  to  de- 
fcribe/  we  cannot  but  entertain 
the  greateft  apprehenfions  for  the 
remainder  of  our  liberties  j  and  the 
employment  of  a  military  force 
againft  one  of  their  own  body,  is 
but  a  fad  prefage  of  what  may  be 
expeded  by  thofe  who,  like  you, 
have  the  courage  to  ftand  forward 
in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

i(  When  we  refled  on  your  ge¬ 
nerous  exertions  to  deftroy  the 
horrors  of  fecret  and  folitary  con¬ 
finement— to  mitigate  the  feverity 
of  punilhment  in  the  army — to 
prevent  thecafhiering  of  its  officers, 
without  caufe  affigned— to  reftore, 
for  the  comfort  of  the  worn-out 
foldier,  the  public  property  con¬ 
veyed  by  a  job  to  an  individual— 
to  prevent  the  extenfion  of  the  bar¬ 
rack  fyftem,  the  obvious  effed  of 
which  is  to  feparate  the  foldier 
from  the  citizen — to  prevent  the 
introdudion  of  foreign  troops— to 
bring  to  light  an  atrocious  ad  of 
tyranny,  by  which  a  Britilh  failor 
was  left  to  perifh  on  a  barren  rock 
—and,  above  all,  your  unremitted 
exertions  to  obtain  a  full,  fair,  and 
free  reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
parliament  —when  we  refled  on  the 
firmnefs,  the  unlhaken  conftancy 
which  you  have  invariably  fhown 
*  in  evil  report  and  good  report/ 
we  are  eager  to  exprefs  the  fenti- 
ments  of  gratitude  and  attachment 

to  vou  with  which  we  are  im 
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ed,  and  we  are  convinced  that  thofe 
fentiments  are  not  only  felt  by  the 
inhabitants  of  this  city,  but  by 
every  perfon  throughout  the  land, 
who  is  not  interefted  in  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  public  abuies,” 

(Signed)  See. 

The  above  letter  was  figned  by 
25  inhabitant  houfeholders,  elec¬ 
tors  of  Weftminfter,  in  the  name 
of  the  meeting  held  in  Palace-Yard 
on  the  17th  inft.  ;  and  was  pre- 
fented  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett  by 
the  high  bailiff. 

The  following  is  the  Baroness  Re¬ 
ply  to  the  Letter  in  quejtion. 

Tower,  April  20,  1810. 

“  Sir  Francis  Burdett  prefents 
his  refpedlful  compliments  to  the 
high  bailiff  of  Weftminfter,  and 
tranfmits  to  him  his  anfvver  to  the 
letter  of  the  electors  of  that  city, 
which  he  did  him  the  honour  to 
prefent  to  him  this  morning. 

((  Arthur  Morris,  Efq.  high  bai- 
liff  for  the  city  and  liberties 
of  Weftminfter.” 

“  Gentlemen,— If  any  thing 
could  increafe  or  confirm  the  con- 
ftant  refolution  of  my  life,  never 
to  betray  the  confidence  you  have 
placed  in  me,  it  is  the  kindnefs 
and  affedtion  which  your  letter  of 
the  17th  inft.  teftifies  to  me,  and 
the  wifdom  and  propriety  of  your 
conduct  at  the  late  meeting. 

“  A  fcrupulous  adherence  to  the 
common  law  of  this  land,  and  the 
wife  provifions  of  the  ancient 
ftatutes  declaratory  of  that  law, 
which  together  form  what  I  un- 
derftand  by  the  conftitution,  raifed 
our  country  to  an  unexampled 
height  of  happinefs  and  profperity  ; 
and  in  exad  proportion  to  the  in- 


vafion  and  negledt  of  them  has  the 
country  declined. 

In  defence  of  thefe  laws  and  this 
conftitution  I  fmile  at  any  priva¬ 
tion  to  which,  perfonally,  I  may 
be  fubje&ed,  thinking,  as  I  do, 
that  life  cannot  fo  well  and  fo  hap¬ 
pily,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  fo  ho¬ 
nourably!  and  ufefully,  expended, 
as  in  defence  of  this  our  belt  inhe¬ 
ritance,  and  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  good  old  caufe  for  which 
Hampden  died  in  the  field,  and 
Sidney  and  Rulfell  on  the  fcafFold. 

“  Laws,  to  be  entitled  to  rel- 
pedt  and  willing  obedience,  rriuft 
be  pure— mu  ft  come  from  a  pure 
fource- — that  is,  from  common  con- 
fent ;  and  through  an  uncorrupt 
channel— that  is,  a  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  freely  eledted  by  the  people. 
Moreover,  they  who  pay  the  rec¬ 
koning  ought  to  examine  and  con- 
troul  the  account ;  and  the  only 
controul  the  people  can  have,  is  by 
a  fair  reprefentation  in  parliament. 
The  neceflity  of  obtaining  this 
check  by  conftitutional  reform,  is 
now  acknowledged  by  all,  except 
thofe  who,  contrary  to  law,  have 
pofifeffed  themfelves  of  a  property, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by 
whom  this  land,  this  England.— 

i - - — this  dear,  dear  land, 

Dear  from  her  reputation  through  the 
world, 

Is  now  leafed  out 

Like  to  a  tenement,  or  pelting  farm  ; 
England  bound  in  with  the  triumphant 
fea,  I 

Whole  rocky  fhore  beats  back  the  enviou* 
forge 

Of  watery  Neptune,  is  now  bound  in  with 
fliame, 

With  inky  blots  and  rotten  parchment 
bonds.’ 

(<  From  this  foul  and  traitorous 
traffic  oar  borough. monger  fove- 
reigns  derive  an  irnmenfe  revenue, 
[  Hh  4]  cruelly 
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cruelly  wrung  from  the  hard  hand 
of  honeft  labour.  I  do  however 
now  entertain  an  ardent  hope,  that 
this  degraded  and  degrading  fyf- 
tem,  to  which  all  our  difficulties, 
grievances  and  dangers  are  owing, 
will  at  length  give  way  to  the  mo¬ 
derate  but  determined  perfeverance 
of  a  whole  united  people. 

f(  Magna  Charta  and  the  old 
law  of  the  land  will  then  refume 
their  empire — freedom  will  revive 
— the  caterpillars  of  the  date,  coil¬ 
ing  themfelves  up  in  their  own  na¬ 
turally  narrow  fphere,  will  fall  off, 
and  perilh— property  and  political 
power,  which  the  law  never  fepa- 
rates,  will  be  re-united — the  king 
replaced  in  the  happy  and  dignified 
ftation  allotted  him  by  the  confti- 
tution — the  people  relieved  from 
the  bittereft  of  all  curfes,  the  curfe 
of  Canaan — that  of  being  the  fer- 
vant  of  fervants  ;  and  reftored  to 
their  juft  and  indifputable  rights. 

((  To  effeft  thefe  great,  impor¬ 
tant,  and  neceffary  purpofes,  no 
exertions  of  mine  fhall  ever  be 
wanting  ; — without  their  attain¬ 
ment,  no  efforts  of  mine  can  avail. 
The  people  of  England  muft  fpeak 
out;  they  muft  do  more;  they  muft 
aft ;  and  if,  following  the  example  of 
the  eleftors  of  Weftminfter,  they  do 
aft,  in  a  firm  and  regular  manner, 
upon  a  concerted  plan,  ever  keep¬ 
ing  the  law  and  conftitution  in 
view,  they  muft  finally  fucceed  in 
recovering  that  to  which  they  are 
legally  entitled — the  appointment 
of  their  own  guardians  and  truftees 
for  the  protection  of  their  own 
liberty  and  property.  They  muft 
either  do  this,  or  they  inevitably 
fall  a  facrifice  to  one  or  other  of 
the  mo  ft  contemptible  faftions  that 
ever  difg raced  this  or  any  other 
country, 


(i  The  queftion  is  bow  at  iffue  % 
it  muft  now  be  ultimately  deter* 
mined,  whether  we  are  henceforth 
to  be  ilaves  or  be  free.  Hold  to 
the  laws — this  great  country  may 
recover — forfake  them,  and  it  will 
certainly  perilh. 

i(  I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble fervant, 
Francis  Bukdett.” 
fi  To  the  eleftors  of  Weftminfter.,i’ 

June  17.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Weftminfter;  the 
conduft  of  SirF.  Burdett  was  ap¬ 
proved  of  and  the  following  petition 
was  prepared  and  agreed  to. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland ,  in  parlia¬ 
ment  afjembled. 

The  petition  and  remonftrance 
of  the  inhabitant  houfeholders  of 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Weftmin¬ 
fter,  affembled  in  New  Palace  Yard, 
the  1 7th  day  of  April,  1810,  by 
the  appointment  of  Arthur  Morris, 
Efq.  the  high  bailiff,  in  purfuance 
of  a  requifition  for  that  purpofe. 
We,  the  inhabitant  houfeholders, 
eleftors  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Weftminfter,  feel,  moft  fenfibly, 
the  indignity  offered  to  this  city  in 
the  perfon  of  our  beloved  reprefen- 
tative,  whofe  letter  to  us  has  fallen 
under  the  cenfure  of  your  honoura¬ 
ble  houfe  ;  but  which,  fo  far  from 
deferving  that  cenfure,  ought,  in 
our  opinion,  to  have  led  your  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe,  to  reconlider  the 
fubjeft,  which  he  had  fo  ably,  le¬ 
gally  ,andconftitutionally  difeuffed. 
We  are  convinced  that  no  one 
ought  to  be  profecutor  and  juror, 
judge  and  executioner  in  his  own 
caufe  ;  much  lefs  to  affume,  accu¬ 
mulate,  and  exercife  all  thofe  of¬ 
fices  in  his  own  perfon.  We  are 

a  1ft* 
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.alfo  convinced  that  the  refufal  of 
your  honourable  houfe  to  inquire 
into  the  conduft  of  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh  and  Mr.  Perceval,  then  two 
of  his  Majefty’s  minifters,  when 
diftin&ly  charged  with  the  fale  of  a 
feat  in  your  honourable  houfe,  evi¬ 
dence  of  which  was  offered  at  the 
bar  by  a  member  of  your  honour¬ 
able  houfe  ;  and  the  avowal  in  your 
honourable  houfe,  ((  That  fuch 
practices  were  as  notorious  as  the 
fun  at  noon-day,” — practices,  at 
the  bare  mention  of  which,  the 
fpeaker  declared,  that  our  ancef- 
tors  would  have  ftartled  with  in¬ 
dignation  ;  and  the  committal  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  to  prifon,  en¬ 
forced  by  military  power,  are  cir- 
cumftances  which  render  evident 
the  imperious  neceffi ty  of  an  im¬ 
mediate  reform  in  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  people.  We  therefore 
moft  earneflly  call  upon  your  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe  to  reftore  to  us  our 
reprefentative  ;  and,  according  to 
the  notice  he  has  given,  to  take 
the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of 
the  people  into  your  ferious  confi- 
deration  ;  a  reform  in  which  is,  in 
our  opinion,  the  only  means  of  pre- 
ferving  the  people  from  military 
defpotifm. 

This  petition  was  reje&ed  by 
the  houfe. 

26.  A  meeting  was  holden  of  the 
freeholders  of  Middlefex,  at  Hack¬ 
ney,  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  refpe&ing 
the  committal  of  Sir  F.  Burdett  and 
Mr.  Gale  Jones. 

Copy  of  the  petition  agreed  to, 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Irelandy  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  ajfembled . 

The  petition  ofj:he  freeholders 


of  Middlefex,  agreed  to  in  full 
county,  this  26th  day  of  April, 

1  Bio  :  Sheweth,  that  we  haveob- 
ferved  with  concern,  that,  in  the 
cafes  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones,  and  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  Bart,  your  houfe 
aifumed  and  exercifed  a  power  un¬ 
known  to  the  law,  and  unwarranted 
by  the  conftitution.  Your  fpeaker's 
warrant  has  been  executed  by  mill® 
tary  force  ;  an  Englifhman*s  houfe, 
his  fan&uary,  has  been  violated ; 
and  the  blood  of  unoffending  citi¬ 
zens  has  been  flied  in  the  ftreets. 
Againft  the  exiftence  as  well  as  the 
exercife  of  this  power,  we  folemnly 
proteft— a  proteft  the  more  necef- 
fary,  becaufe  your  votes  in  its  fup- 
port  are  entered  on  your  journals 
-—not  fo  the  letter  of  Sir  F.  Bur¬ 
dett  to  your  fpeaker,  denying  you 
fuch  jurifdi&ion.  In  the  early  part 
of  this  reign,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  the  rights  of  this  county, 
and  of  the  nation,  were  repeatedly 
and  grofsly  violated  by  the  houfe 
of  commons.  At  length  the  law 
triumphed.  After  a  ftruggle  of 
nearly  twenty  years,  the  houfe 
abandoned  the  pretenfions  they  had 
arrogated,  and  €(  expunged  from 
their  journals  all  their  declarations, 
orders  and  refoiutions,  as  being 
fubverfive  of  the  rights  of  the 
whole  body  ofeleftors  of  this  king¬ 
dom.  **  You  have  during  your 
pleafure,  deprived  the  city  of  Weft- 
minfter  of  their  (hare  in  the  repre¬ 
fentation  of  the  public  at  large,  of 
the  exertions  pf  a  faithful  fervant, 
in  whofe  ability,  firmnefs,  and  in¬ 
tegrity,  they  pre-eminently  con¬ 
fide.  We  view  with  jealoufy  and 
fufpicion  the  fhutting  up  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  Burdett  in  prifon,  when  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  nation  is  directed 
with  anxiety  to  his  intended  motion 
for  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation 
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of  the  people  in  your  honourable 
houfe ;  that  houfe  in  which  the 
traffic  of  feats  has  been  avowed,  in 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Perceval  and  Lord 
Caftlereagh,  ( to  be  as  notorious 
as  the  fun  at  noon-day  a  practice, 
at  the  mention  of  which,  in  the 
emphatic  language  of  your  fpeaker, 
(  our  anceftors  would  have  Harried 
with  indignation.’ — We,  therefore, 
pray  you  to  follow  the  example  of 
your  predeceffors,  ( to  expunge  all 
your  declarations,  orders,  and  refo- 
jutions  on  the  fubjeft,  as  tending 
to  the  fubverfion  of  our  liberties,5 
asd  to  the  introduflion  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  defpotifm  ;  and  to  recall  Sir 
Francis  Burden  to  the  fervice  of 
the  country  in  parliament,  that  he 
may  there  enforce  that  plan  of  re¬ 
form  which,  laft  feffion,  he  fo  pow¬ 
erfully  recommended,  and  which, 
in  our  opinion,  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  liability  and  honour 
of  the  throne,  and  the  fafety  and 
well-being  of  the  people.  Signed 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
this  meeting.” 

This  petition  was  alfo  rejedled 
by  the  houfe. 

May  4.  Further  Proceedings  on 
'  Sir  F .  Burdett’ s  Affair, — Meeting 

of  the  Livery  of  London. 

In  purfuance  of  a  requifition, 
figned  by  a  number  of  liverymen, 
a  common  hall  was  held,  on  this 
day,  to  confider  the  conduct  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  recent 
imprifonment  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones 
and  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  When 
the  requifition  had  been  read,  the 
lord  mayor  came  forward,  and  re¬ 
commended  an  impartial  hearing  to 
every  perfon.  Mr.  Favell  then 
propofed  the  following  refolutions : 

L  “  Refolved,  That  the  livery 
of  London,  impreffed  with  the 


deepell  fentiments  of  alarm,  regret, 
and  indignation,  at  the  late  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  unconllitutional  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
which,  by  the  arreft  and  imprifon¬ 
ment  of  two  of  their  fellow-fub- 
jedls,  have,  as  they  conceive,  fu- 
perfeded  the  laws  of  the  land,  and 
fet  up  in  their  Head,  under  the 
claim  of  privilege,  an  undefined, 
capricious,  and  arbitrary  power — 
feel  themfelves  irrefillibly  called 
upon  to  exprefs,  at  a  crifis  fo  new, 
fo  arduous,  and  fo  fatal  to  their 
rights  and  liberties,  their  unquali¬ 
fied  reprobation  of  meafures  equally 
fubverfive  of  the  firfi  principles  of 
the  confiitution,  derogatory  to  the 
real  interefls  and  dignity  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  injurious 
to  the  honour,  glory,  andhappinefs 
of  the  fovereign,  and  the  people  of 
thefe  realms. 

II.  “  Refolved,  That  it  appears 
to  us,  that  the  Commons’  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  in  committing  to  pri- 
fen  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones,  and  in 
breaking  open  the  houfe  of,  and 
alfo  in  committing  to  prifon,  one 
of  their  members,  Sir  Francis  Bur¬ 
dett,  Bart,  for  alleged  libels  upon 
themfelves  (offences  which,  if  efia- 
blifhed,  were  provided  againfi  by 
the  laws  of  the  country)  have  been 
at  once  accufers,  legiflators,  judges, 
jurors,  and  executioners  in  their 
own  caufe,  fheltering  themfelves 
under  the  pretence  of  privilege,  and 
exercifing  a  partial  and  fummary 
jurifdidlion,  without  redrefs  or  ap¬ 
peal. 

III.  ts  Refolved,  That  the  whole 
fyflem  of  Britifh  jurifprudence  has 
been  thus  fliaken  to  its  foundation, 
and  a  difcretionary  power  affumed 
over  the  liberties  of  the  people,  as 
declared  and  efiablifhed  by  the 
great  charter,  repeated  and  confirm- 
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ed  by  the  petition  of  right,  and  the 
bill  of  rights,  and  recognifed,  en¬ 
forced,  and  illuflrated,  by  a  multi- 
plic  ity  of  ftatutes. 

IV.  “Refolved,  That  it  has  been 
idly  and  vainly  ena&ed  and  re-en . 
adted,  *  That  no  freeman  may  be 
taken  and  imprifoned,  or  be  difleif- 
ed  of  his  freehold  or  liberties,  or 
be  out-lawed,  or  exiled,  or  in  any 
manner  deftroyed,  but  by  the  law¬ 
ful  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  of 
the  law  of  the  land,*  if  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  which  is  itfelf  but  a 
lingle  branch  of  the  legillature,  do, 
to  ufe  the  language  of  the  bill  of 
rights  againft  the  deteftable  tyran¬ 
ny  of  James  II.  ‘  by  affirming  and 
exercifing  a  power  of  difpenfmg 
with  and  fufpending  of  laws,  and 
the  executing  of  laws  without  the 
cbnfent  of  parliament,  fet  itfelf 
above  parliament,  making  itfelf 
greater  than  the  whole,  of  which  it 
is  but  a  part,  difpenfmg  with  the 
laws  which  gave  to  all  a  remedy 
againft  commitments  by  the  king 
himfelf,  and  thus  erefting  itfelf 
into  a  new  and  monftrous  execu¬ 
tive,  the  more  dangerous  to  the 
lives,  liberties,  and  fortunes  of  the 
fubjedl,  inafmuch  as  it  claims  for 
its  rule  of  action  its  owndifcretion, 
will,  or  caprice. 

V.  “  Refolved,  That  the  true 
privilege  of  parliament,  meaning 
nothing  more  than  a  prote&ive 
right,  was  really  deligned  as  an 
immunity  and  fafeguard,  to  be 
wielded  as  a  fafeguard  againft  the 
encroachments,  ufurpations,  and 
tyranny  of  the  crown  ;  not  to  be 
converted  into  an  active  power  of 
violating  the  rights  of  others— -into 
an  inftrument  of  arrogance,  and  a 
fword  of  deft  ruction  againft  the 
people. 

VI.  u  Refolved,  That  the  cor¬ 


dial  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given 
to  that  illuftrious  patriot  Sir  F rancis 
Burdett,  for  his  upright  and  inde¬ 
pendent  conduct  in  parliament ; 
for  his  truly  conftitutional  and  ir- 
refiftible  argument,  difproving  the 
power  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  imprifon  the  people  of  England  ; 
and  for  his  legal  and  manly  re. 
fiftance  to  the  fpeaker’s  warrant, 
whereby  he  has  given  a  practical 
illuftration  of  its  inefficiency,  and 
demonftrated  that,  as  there  is  no 
legal  power  without  the  legal  means 
of  execution,  it  could  not  be  car¬ 
ried  into  effedt  without  the  aid  of 
a  (landing  army,  a  violation  of  the 
ancient  laws  and  rights  of  English¬ 
men,  and  which  in  this  inftance  was 
fo  lamentably  exemplified  in  the 
breaking  open  of  his  caftle,  and  fo 
fatally  preceded  and  followed  by 
the  murder  of  peaceable  and  unof¬ 
fending  citizens. 

VII.  iS  Refolved,  That  this  re- 
folution  be  communicated  to  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  by  the  fheriffis,  and 
a  deputation  of  the  livery,  who  are 
defired  at  the  fame  time  to  a  flu  re 
him,  that,  however  grateful  his  re- 
leafe  from  arbitrary  confinement 
would  prove  to  the  citizens  of  Lon¬ 
don,  his  liberation  would  be  no  ju¬ 
bilee  to  the  Britilh  people,  unlefs 
obtained  by  the  triumph  of  thofe 
grand  principles  which  in  his  perfon 
have  been  fo  (hamefully  and  fla¬ 
grantly  violated. 

VIII.  “  Refolved,  That  this 
meeting  would  become  accomplices 
in  the  ruin  of  their  conftitution  and 
country,  were  they  to  decline  dat¬ 
ing,  what  appears  to  them  to  be 
the  fadl,  that  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  has  repeatedly  rejevfted  juft 
and  neceflary  inquiry,  fcreened 
public  delinquents  and  peculators 
from  punifhment,  encouraged  the 
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feandalous  traffic  of  feats  in  their 
own  houfe,  a  traffic,  4  at  the  men¬ 
tion  of  which  their  anceftors  would 
have  ftartled  with  indignation,* — » 
fandioned  the  raoft  profligate  wafte 
of  the  public  money,  and  approved 
and  juftified  an  expedition  the  moft 
numerous,  formidable,  and  expen- 
flve  that  ever  left  the  fhores  of 
England,  but  the  moft  degraded, 
difgraced,  and  ruinous  that  ever 
returned;  alike  deftrudive  of  the 
genuine  energies  of  the  empire, 
and  holding  out  to  the  contempt 
and  ridicule  of  the  enemy  the  folly 
and  imbecility  of  corrupt  and  wick¬ 
ed  minifters. 

IX.  44  Refolved,  That  under  all 
thefe  evils  and  calamities,  thefe  ac- 
cumulated  and  accumulating  griev¬ 
ances,  it  appears  to  this  meeting, 
that  the  only  means  left  to  fave  the 
eonftitution  and  the  country  from 
impending  ruin,  is  a  reform  in  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the 
Commons*  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
which,  to  be  efficient,  mu  ft  be 
fpeedy  and  radical. 

X.  “  Refolved,  That  the  people 
of  the  united  kingdom  are  hereby 
entreated  to  co-operate  by  petition, 
remonftrance,  and  all  conftitu- 
tional  means,  in  the  attainment  of 
this  falutary  and  indifpenfable  ob- 
jed. 

XI.  44  Refolved,  That  a  petition, 
founded  on  thefe  refolutions,  be 
prefented  to  the  honourable  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

XII.  “Refolved,  That  the  peti¬ 
tion  now  read  be  fairly  tranfcribed, 
and  ftgned  by  two  aldermen  and 
twelve  liverymen,  and  prefented  to 
the  honourable  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  by  H.  C.  Combe,  Efq.  Sir 
W,  Curtis,  Sir  C.  Price,  and  Sir  J. 
Shaw,  Barts. ;  and  they  are  hereby 


inftruded,as  reprefen  tatives  of  this 
city,  to  fupport  the  fame. 

<(*To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
the  United.  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland ,  in  parliament 
ajfembledy  the  humble  addrefs ,  re- 
monfirance ,  and  petition  of  the 
Lord  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and  Li¬ 
very  of  the  City  of  London ,  in 
Common  Hall  ajfembledy  this  \th 
of  May y  1810. 

44  We,  the  lord  mayor,  aider- 
men,  and  livery  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  in  common  hall  affembled, 
beg  leave,  with  feelings  of  the  moft 
anxious  concern,  toprefent  this  our 
humble  addrefs,  petition,  and  re¬ 
monftrance  ;  and  we  earneftly  en¬ 
treat  your  honourable  houfe  to  give 
to  it  a  favourable  reception ;  for 
how  can  we  hope  for  redrefs  and 
relief,  if  the  bare  ftatement  of  the 
wrongs  and  grievances  of  which 
we  complain  be  rejeded  ?  We  alfo 
beg  your  honourable  houfe  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that,  in  the  language  we  may 
have  occaflon,  and  are  indeed  com¬ 
pelled,  to  employ,  no  offence  is  in¬ 
tended  to  your  honourable  houfe. 

“  The  circumftance  which  moft 
deeply  affiids  us,  and  which  moft 
ftrongly  impels  us  at  this  time  to 
approach  your  honourable  houfe,  is, 
what  appears  to  us  to  have  been, 
on  your  part,  a  violation  of  the 
perfonal  fecurity  of  the  people  of  the 
land.  We  humbly  conceive,  that 
without  laws  and  againft  law,  you 
have  imprifoned  two  of  our  fellow- 
fubjeds ;  and  that,  without  a  trial, 
without  a  hearing,  you  have  con¬ 
demned  them.  Law  requires  legal 
procefs  and  trial  by  jury  of  our 
equals  :  juftice  demands  that  no 
perfon  (hall  be  profecutor,  juror, 
judge,  and  executioner,  in  his  own 
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e&ufe.  We  beg  leave  to  exprefs 
our  conviction  that  this  eternal 
principle  of  immutable  juftice  can¬ 
not  be  annulled  by  any  Houfe  of 
Commons — by  any  king— by  any 
parliament  —  by  any  legillature 
upon  earth.  But  it  appears  to  us 
that  your  honourable  houfe  has,  in 
the  inftances  of  Mr.  John  Gale 
Jones  and  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  af- 
fumed,  accumulated,  and  exercifed 
all  thefe  offices. 

((  We  feel  it  a  duty  which  we 
owe  to  you,  to  ourfelves,  to  our 
pofterity,  to  ftate,  that,  in  our  con¬ 
ception,  this  jurifdiCtion  is  un¬ 
founded  j  and  we  humbly  but  firmly 
declare  our  opinion  againfl:  the  ex¬ 
igence  of  this  power  in  any  hands  $ 
— -a  jurifdi&ion  unknown — *a  power 
above  the  law,  and  which  could  be 
enforced  only  by  military  violence 
-—a  violence  made  manifeft  by  the 
breaking  open  of  an  Engliftiman’s 
caftle,  and  by  the  preceding  and 
fubfequent  murder  of  peaceable  and 
unoffending  citizens. 

“  Permit  us  humbly  to  obferve, 
that  the  conftrudlion  of  your  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe  prevents  our  fur- 
prife  at  this  conduft  of  your  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe.  We  will  not  enter 
into  the  details,  fo  often  and  fo 
ably  ftated  to  your  honourable 
houfe,  by  which  it  appears,  that 
upwards  of  three  hundred  members 
of  your  honourable  houfe,  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  only,  are  not  ele&ed 
by  the  people,  in  any  honeft  fenfe 
of  the  word  people,  but  are  fent  to 
your  honourable  houfe  by  the  abfo- 
lute  nomination  or  powerful  influ¬ 
ence  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
peers  and  others,  as  averred  in  a 
petition  to  your  honourable  houfe 
in  the  year  1793,  and  which  re¬ 
mains  on  your  journals  uncontro- 
verted.  This  is  the  great  con- 


This  is  the  true  root  of  all  the 
evils,  corruptions,  and  opprefiions, 
under  which  we  labour.  If  it  be 
not  eradicated,  the  nation  muff 
perifii. 

C(  In  fupport  of  this  our  fincere 
convi&ion,  we  need  only  refer  to 
the  never-to  be-forgotten  vote  of 
your  honourable  houfe,  refufing 
to  examine  evidence  on  a  charge 
againfl:  Lord  Caftlereagh  and  Mr. 
S.  Perceval  then  two  of  the  king’s 
minifters,  for  trafficking  in  feats  in 
your  honourable  houfe. 

t(  We  remember  well,  that  when 
it  was  gravely  averred,  and  proof 
offered,  in  a  petition  which  ftands 
on  your  journals,  and  the  com¬ 
plaints  whereof  are  now  unre- 
dreffed  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
(  That  feats  for  legislation  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  were  as  noto~ 
rioufly  rented  and  bought  as  the 
{landings  for  cattle  at  a  fair/  the 
then  honourable  houfe  treated  the 
affertion  with  affedled  indignation, 
and  the  minifter  threatened  to  pu- 
nifli  the  petitioner  for  prefenting  a 
i  fcandalous  and  libellous  petition.® 
But  we  have  lived  to  fee  a  Houfe 
of  Commons  avow  the  traffic,  and 
fcreen  thofe  accufed  of  this  breach 
of  law  and  right,  becaufe  it  has 
been  equally  committed  by  all  par¬ 
ties,  and  was  a  pradlice  ‘  as  noto¬ 
rious  as  the  fun  at  noon-day.*  At 
this  vote,  and  at  thefe  practices, 
we  feel  as  *  our  anceftors  would 
have  felt,*  and  cannot  reprefs  the 
expreffion  of  ‘  our  indignation'  and 
difguft. 

“  Under  thefe  circumftances*  may 
we  not  be  permitted  to  alk,  where 
is  your  juftice,  where  your  dig¬ 
nity  ?  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones  is  con¬ 
fined  within  the  walls  of  Newgate, 
for  an  alleged  offence  againftyour- 
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felvesj  which,  if  committed  againft 
any  other  fubjc&s  of  thefe  realms, 
or  even  againft  the  king  himfelf, 
muft  have  been  judged  by  the  ef- 
tablilhed  rules  and  laws  of  the  land ! 
Lord  Caftlereagh  continues  to  be  a 
principal  minifter  of  the  crown,  and 
is  now  a  free  member  of  your  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe  !  Sir  Francis  Bur¬ 
den,  dragged  by  a  military  force 
from  the  bofom  of  his  family,  is 
committed  to  the  Tower,  for  ex- 
erciling  the  right  of  conftitutional 
difcuffion,  common,  and  indeed 
undeniable,  to  you,  to  us,  to  all. 
Mr.  Spencer  Perceval  continues  a 
member  of  your  honourable  houfe, 
taking  a  lead  in  your  deliberations, 
the  firft  minifter  of  the  crown,  and 
the  chief  advifer  of  the  royal  coun¬ 
cils  ! 

ss  Under  the  agonizing  feelings 
excited  by  the  late  imprifonment 
of  our  fellow-fubjeds  can  it  be  ne- 
eeffary  for  us  to  recapitulate  the 
many  inftances,  as  they  appear  to 
us,  of  refufals  to  inftitute  juft  and 
necelfary  inquiry,  to  purfue  to  con¬ 
dign  punifhment  public  delinquents 
and  peculators,  to  economize  the 
means  and  refources  of  the  ftate,  to 
adminifter  to  the  people  relief  and 
redrefs  for  the  various  difgraces 
which  the  national  honour  has  fufi- 
tained,  for  the  lavifh  profufion  of 
Britifh  blood  and  treafure,  extrava¬ 
gantly  wafted  in  ill-contrived  and 
fruitlefs  campaigns,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  humiliating  and 
ignominious  expedition  to  the  coaft 
of  Holland,  in  which  the  greateft 
armament  that  ever  left  our  Ihores 
was  expofed  to  the  fcorn,  contempt, 
and  ridicule  of  the  enemy  ;  the 
Sower  of  our  youth  waftefuliy  and 
wantonly  leftinglorioufly  to  perifti 
in  the  peftilential  marlhes  of  Wal- 
cheren,  without  fuccour,  without 
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neceffity,  without  objeff,  without 
hope  ? 

u  Thefe  and  fimilar  proceedings 
of  your  honourable  houfe  require 
no  comment;  but  we  cannot  by  our 
filence  become  accomplices  in  the 
ruin  of  our  country,  and  dare  not 
conceal  from  you  the  wholefome 
though  unpleafant  truth,  that  they 
appear  to  us  to  have  materially 
ftiaken  what  remained  of  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  fubjedts  of  thefe 
realms  in  the  wifdom  of  your  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe. 

((  We  therefore  humbly,  but 
firmly,  entreat  you  to  reconfider 
your  conduit,  to  retrace  your  fteps, 
and  to  expunge  from  your  journals 
all  your  orders,  declarations,  and 
refolutions,  refpedting  Mr.  Gale 
Jones  and  Sir  Francis  Burdett ;  and 
that  as  Sir  Francis  Burdett  has  not 
been  expelled  from  your  honour¬ 
able  houfe,  he  be  no  longer  pre¬ 
vented  from  exercifing  therein  all 
the  duties  of  a  member  of  the  fame. 

((  Above  all,  we  earneftly  pray 
your  honourable  houfe,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and 
in  conformity  to  the  notice  he  has 
given,  to  devife  and  adopt  fuch 
meafures  as  will  effect  an  imme¬ 
diate  and  radical  reform  in  the 
Commons’  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and 
enfure  to  the  people  a  full,  fair,  and 
fubftantial  reprefentation,  without 
which  they  muft  inevitably  ceafe  to 
exift  as  a  great,  a  free,  a  glorious, 
and  independent  nation.” 

The  petition  was  adopted  unani- 
moully,  with  the  exception  of  the 
votes  of  Mr.  Deputy  Kemble,  Mr. 
Samuel  Dixon,  and  another. 

Reflations  of  the  Livery  of  London) 
May  21,  1810. 

A  numerous  meeting  of  the  li¬ 
very  of  London  was  held  at  Guild¬ 
hall, 
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hall,  to  confider  of  the  rejection  of 
their  late  petition  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons/  Mr  Favell  moved  a 
firing  of  refolutions,  which  was 
eloquently  feconded  by  Mr.  Waith- 
man  and  others.  A  new  petition, 
correfponding  with  the  refolutions, 
was  read  to  the  livery  for  their  con¬ 
currence,  which  was  affented  to 
with  great  acclamations,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  by  Mr.  Alderman 
Combe. 

I.  “  Refolved,  That  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
our  late  humble  addrefs,  petition, 
and  remonflrance,  appears  to  us  a 
violation  of  our  conflitutional  and 
indifputable  right  to  hate  our  com¬ 
plaints  and  grievances,  and  to  call 
for  relief  and  redrefs. 

II.  “  Refolved,  That  fuch  re¬ 
jection  is  an  additional  proof  of  the 
fhameful  inadequacy  of  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  in  the  com¬ 
mons*  houfe  of  parliament ;  and  more 
forcibly  demonftrates  the  necelfity 
of  a  fpeedy  and  fubftantial  reform 
in  that  honourable  houfe. 

III.  “  Refolved,  That  we  have 
viewed  with  mixed  fentiments  of 
indignation,  concern,  and  pity,  the 
addrefs  of  certain  perfons  flyling 
themfelves,  “an  adjourned  meet¬ 
ing  of  liverymen,  held  at  the  Lon¬ 
don  Tavern,  the  4th  of  May,  in- 
afmuch  as  the  flatements  contained 
in  that  addrefs,  imputing  to  the 
great  body  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
in  common  hall  legally  affembled, 
motives  and  defigns  to  *  vilify  and 
degrade  the  legiflature;*  to  ‘ali¬ 
enate  the  affections  of  the  people 
from  the  government to  *  pro¬ 
duce  contempt  and  diftruft  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons to  ‘  intro¬ 
duce  anarchy  and  to  t  fubvert 
the  co»ftitution  are  falfe  afler- 


tions,  originating  with  individuals 
who  derive  influence  and  emolu¬ 
ment  from  the  heavy  burthens  of 
the  people. 

IV.  “Refolved,  That  amongft 
the  names  of  thofe  annexed  to  that 
addrefs,  appear  the  fignatures  of 
contractors,  commiffioners,  and  col¬ 
lectors  of  taxes  ;  of  placemen  and 
place-hunters,  with  a  long  lift  of 
their  agents,  and  clerks  of  their  de¬ 
pendents,  emiffaries  or  minions. 

V.  “  Refolved,  That  it  is  un¬ 
deniable,  that  power,  influence, 
threats,  and  delulions,  have  been 
employed,  to  prevail  upon  many  to 
concur  in  the  faid  addrefs. 

VI.  “Refolved,  Thatwhilft  we 
difclaim  any  imputation  againft  the 
motives  of  feveral,  who,  by  grofs 
mifreprefentations,  by  arts  of  the 
bafeft  kind,  or  by  downright  inti¬ 
midation,  have  been  compelled  to 
lend  their  fignatures  to  the  faid  ad¬ 
drefs  ;  it  is  to  us  a  fource  of  high 
confolation,  that  the  addrefs  carries 
within  it  its  own  refutation,  con- 
fi fling  only  of  allegations  unfub- 
flantiated,  and  of  calumnies,  which 
thofe  who  have  propagated  them 
muff  know  to  be  groundlefs. 

VII.  “  Refolved,  That  the  faid 
addrefs  appears  to  have  for  its  real 
objeCl,  the  excitement  of  civil  dif- 
fention,  the  increafe  of  public  abufes, 
and  the  further  and  fuller  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  wages  of  corruption 
by  many  of  thofe  who  have  figned 
it,  and  who,  taking  advantage 
of  the  prefent  unhappy  conteft  be¬ 
tween  arbitrary  privilege  and  con- 
ftitutional  freedom,  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  confufe  and  diftraCl  the 
public  mind,  for  the  fupport  and 
continuance  in  place  of  a  corrupt, 
weak,  and  wicked  adminiftration. 

VIII.  “  Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  in  the  years  1679  and  1680, 

under 
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snider  the  infamous  government  of 
Charles  the  Second,  the  city  of 
London,  and  the  other  parts  of  the 
country,  petitioned  the  king  for 
the  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  the 
fitting  of  parliaments.  Tnat  va¬ 
rious  counter-petitions  were  pre- 
fentedto  his  majefty,  expreffive  of 
their  abhorrence  of  the  faid  peti¬ 
tioning,  as  tumultuous  and  fedi- 
tious,  and  encroaching  on  the  royal 
prerogative.  That,  on  the  21ft  of 
Odober,  1680,  the  parliament  met, 
and  its  firft  ads  were  to  expel  ab- 
horrers,  and  to  pafs  a  vote,  *  That 
it  is,  and  ever  hath  been,  the  un¬ 
doubted  right  of  the  fubjed  to  pe¬ 
tition  the  king  for  the  calling  of 
parliaments,  and  redrafting  griev¬ 
ances  ;  that  to  traduce  fuch  peti¬ 
tioning  as  a  violation  of  duty,  and 
to  represent  it  to  his  majefty  tu¬ 
multuous  andfeditious,  is  to  betray 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  and  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  defign  of  fubverting 
the  ancient  legal  conftitution  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  they  appointed  a 
committee  *  to  inquire  after  all 
thofe  who  have  offended  againft 
thofe  rights,  and  accordingly  ex¬ 
pelled  feveral  of  its  members,  and 
petitioned  his  majefty  to  remove 
others  from  places  of  truft.*  That 
on  the  29th  of  Odober,  1680,  the 
Commons  voted,  (  that  Sir  F. 
Withers,  by  promoting  and  pre- 
fenting  to  his  majefty  an  addrefs, 
exprefling  an  abhorrence  to  petition 
his  majefty  for  the  calling  and  fit¬ 
ting  of  parliament,  hath  betrayed 
the  undoubted  rights  of  the  fubjeds 
of  England  ;  and  that  the  faid  Sir 
F.  Withers  be  expelled  the  houfe 
for  this  high  crime.*  That,  for 
the  exercife  of  the  undoubted  right 
of  petitioning,  the  city  charters 
were  feized  by  a  qm  warranto  ; 
aad*  it  was  argiied-  for  the  city-  by 


Sir  George  Treby,  then  recorded 
s  That  the  conftitution  of  the  law 
of  the  land  had  given  to  the  fub¬ 
jed  the  right  of  petitioning,  and 
accefs  to  the  fupreme  governor,  to 
reprefent  to  him  their  grievances, 
and  to  pray  a  redrefs  of  them  ;  and 
that  the  fame  law  gave  them  alfo  a 
right  to  ftate  in  their  petitions 
thofe  fads  and  reafons  which  cauf- 
ed  their  grievances,  provided  thofe 
fads  were  true.*  And  further, 
€  That  as  there  was  one  part  of  the 
conftitution  which  gave  the  king 
power  to  prorogue,  fo  there  was 
another  part  of  the  conftitution  that 
gave  the  fubjed  an  original  right 
to  petition  for  redrefs  of  griev¬ 
ances  ;  and  that  therefore  to  puniftx 
a  man  for  (hewing  in  his  petition 
thofe  grievances  which  he  defires  to 
be  redrafted,,  and  the  caufes  of  them, 
was  the  fame  thing  as  to  deny  him 
the  right  of  petitioning ;  and  that 
fuch  denial  would  infer  opprefiion 
and  the  moll  abjed  ft  a  very  ;  for, 
when  fubjeds  are  mifufed  and 
grieved,  and  are  denied  the  liberty 
to  complain,  and  pray  the  king  to 
redrefs  those  grievances,  or  fhall  be 
punifhed  for  petitioning  againft 
them,  they  mult  neceffarily  be  ab¬ 
jed  flaves/ 

IX.  Refolved,  That  thefe  argu¬ 
ments  having  been  overruled  by 
venal  judges,  judgment  was  ob¬ 
tained  againft  the  citv  ;  the  ab- 
horrers  for  a  time  triumphed  ;  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  with  the 
right  ofpetitioning,werefub  verted; 
and  thefucceeding  monarch,  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,  was  driven  from 
his  throne  and  dominions.  At  the 
revolution  of  1688,  in  the  bill  of 
rights,  tr  the  undoubted  right  of 
the  fubjed  to  petition**  was, 
among  other  things,  claimed,  de¬ 
manded'  and  infifted1  upon.  This 
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tight  has  been  of  late  again  in¬ 
vaded  ;  the  people  opprefled  with 
unprecedented  grievances  and  cala¬ 
mities,  have  been  denied  accefs  to 
the  fovereign,  their  petitions  have 
been  rejected  by  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  and  their  grievances  remain 
unheard  and  unredrefled.  The 
exploded  do&rine  of  paffive  obe¬ 
dience  has  been  revived  in  all  its 
extravagance  ;  and  a  new  race  of 
abhorrers  have  fprung  up,  who, 
like  the  abhorrers  in  the  days  of 
Charles  the  Second,  by  the  fouleft 
calumnies,  by  vilifying  and  tra¬ 
ducing  the  petitions  of  the  people, 
are  (in  the  emphatic  language  of 
the  then  Houfe  of  Commons) 

€t  betraying  the  liberties  of  the 
fubjedft,  and  contributing  to  the 
defign  of  fubverting  the  ancient 
legal  conftitution  of  the  king/' 
That  as  the  corrupt  participators 
in  public  abufe,  under  the  malk  of 
loyalty,  fubverted  the  liberties  of 
the  kingdom,  and  involved  James 
the  Second  in  ruin,  fo  the  corrupt 
and  unprincipled  of  the  prefent 
day,  under  the  fame  legal  pre¬ 
tence,  would  involve  the  country 
and  fovereign  in  fimilar  difficul¬ 
ties,  if  fuffered  to  perfift.  It 
therefore  becomes  the  imperious 
duty  of  every  real  friend  to  the 
country  to  refill  their  mifchievous 
deligns,  by  recurring  to  the  ge¬ 
nuine  principles  of  the  conftitu¬ 
tion,  and  by  ufing  every  legal 
means  for  obtaining  a  full,  fair, 
and  free,  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  parliament. 

X.  Refolved,  That,  infeparably 
attached  to  our  conftitution,  we 
admire,  venerate,  and  will  fup- 
port  and  defend  our  king,  our 
lords,  and  our  commons,  in  their 
refpe&ive  and  colle&ive  capaci¬ 
ties,  with  all  their  juft  preroga- 
Vol.  LIT.  or  Vol,  X.  New  Se 


lives,  rights,  and  privileges ;  but 
we  can  never  conffint  to  grant  fe- 
paratively  to  king,  lords,  or  com¬ 
mons,  a  power  contrary  to,  and 
above,  the  laws  of  the  land,  which 
are  and  mull  continue  to  be  the  re- 
fultsof  their  collective  wifdomand 
authority. 

XL  Refolved,  That  notwith- 
Handing  the  rejection  of  our  late 
petition,  we  ft  ill  feel  it  our  duty 
to  give  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
every  opportunity  of  hearing  and 
redreffing  the  grievances  of  the 
people,  and  that  an  humble  ad- 
drefs,  petition,  and  remonftrance, 
be  prefented  to  that  honourable 
houfe. 

XII.  Refolved,  That  the  faid 
petition  be  fairly  tranfcribed,  and 
iigned  by  the  lord  mayor,  the  al¬ 
dermen,  and  ten  liverymen,  and 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  by  H.  C.  Combe,  Efq.  one 
of  their  reprefentatives. 

XIII.  Refolved,  That  the 
thanks  of  the  common-hall  be 
given  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Erlkine,  Sir  Samuel  Romilly, 
knight,  M.  P.  and  Samuel  Whit¬ 
bread,  Efq.  for  their  able,  confti- 
tutional,  and  independent  conduCt 
on  all  occafions,  particularly  for 
the  Hand  they  have  lately  made  in 
favour  of  the  dominion  of  the  law, 
againft  arbitrary  difcretion  and 
undefined  privilege. 

XIV.  Refolved,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  hall  be  given  to 
Harvey  Chriftian  Combe,  Efq. 
alderman,  and  one  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  this  city  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  his  fupport,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  of  the  right  of  the 
livery  to  petition  the  houfe,  and 
for  his  general  conduCl  in  the 
houfe. 

XV.  Refolved,  That  the  thanks 
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of  this  hall  be  given  to  the  right 
honourable  the  lord  mayor,  for 
his  readinefs  in  calling  this  hall, 
and  for  his  independent  and  ho¬ 
nourable  conduct  in  difcharging 
the  duties  of  his  office. 

XVI.  Refolved,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  hall  be  given  to 
Matthew  Wood,  Efq.  one  of  the 
fheriffs  of  this  city,  for  the  inde¬ 
pendent  manner  in  which  he  has 
always  difcharged  the  duties  of 
his  office. 


Refolutions  of  the  Common  Council  o  f 

the  City  of  London ,  June  6th$ 

I  8io. 

Refolved,  That  an  humble  pe¬ 
tition  be  prefented  from  the  court 
to  the  honourable  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  reprefenting,  that,  in 
approaching  that  honourable  houfe 
to  lay  before  them  the  numerous 
grievances  under  which  we  labour, 
we  acknowledge  their  undoubted 
right  to  exercife  all  fair,  juft,  and 
conftitutional  privileges  originally 
intended,  and  wifely  continued, 
for  maintaining  the  dignity,  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  fecurity,  of  their 
deliberations  and  proceedings. 

That  while  we  feel  it  our  duty 
to  fupport  and  uphold  that  honour¬ 
able  houfe,  at  all  times  and  under 
all  circumftances,  in  the  poffeflion 
of  thefe  privileges,  we  cannot  but 
lament,  that  the  late  exercife  of 
their  power,  in  the  arreft  and  im- 
prifonment  of  two  of  our  fellow- 
fubjedls,  Ihould  have  produced 
confequences  moft  affliding  and  de¬ 
plorable  in  their  nature. 

That  without  entering  into  the 
merits  of  a  queftion  which  is 
Ihortly  to  undergo  legal  decifion, 
we  cannot  forbear  ex  prefling  our 
concern  and  forrow,  that  at  a  time 
when  the  whole  nation  was  anx- 


ioufly  looking  to  an  inquiry  of  the 
moft  important  kind,  the  people 
fhould  have  been  debarred  from 
the  faid  inquiry  by  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  one  of  their  (landing  or¬ 
ders  ;  a  meafure  calculated  to  dif- 
tracl  the  public  attention  from  the 
grofs  mifcondud  of  his  Majefty's 
minifters,  and  tending  to  fcreen 
from  condign  punifhment  the  cri¬ 
minal  authors  of  unexampled  dif- 
graee9  and  calamities. 

That  we  have  feen  with  afto- 
mifhment  and  indignation,  the  per- 
fon  who  enforced  the  (landing  or¬ 
der  rewarded  with  a  lucrative  line- 
cure,  and  notwithftanding  the  de¬ 
cided  and  degrading  rejection  o( 
the  tender  made  by  him,  once 
more  to  reprefent  his  conftituents 
in  parliament,  afterwards  railed  to 
one  of  the  higheft  offices  under  the 
crown. 

That,  under  thele  extraordinary 
and  almoft  incredible  circumftances 
of  truft  improvidently  bellowed,, 
and  of  emolument  and  honour  la- 
vifhly  conferred,  alike  infulting  to 
the  nation  at  large,  and  deftruttive 
of  all  mutual  confidence,  we  have 
beheld,  with  regret  and  aftonifh- 
ment,  the  filence  and  feeming  in¬ 
difference,  both  of  the  hereditary 
counfellors  of  the  crown,  and  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 

That  we  earneftly  entreat  the 
attention  of  that  honourable  houfe 
to  the  great  and  imminent  dangers 
in  which  we  conceive  the  country 
is  involved,  to  the  manifold  inju¬ 
ries  and  abufes  we  confider  it  to 
be  fuftaining  from  thofe  who  pre- 
fide  over  its  councils,  and  to  the 
means  we  humbly  prefume  to  think 
are  bell  adapted  to  produce  a  better 
and  happier  Hate  of  things. 

That  during  a  warfare  of  unpa¬ 
ralleled  mifery,  expenditure,  and 

deftruftion. 
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'deftriicHon,  we  have  fubmitted  to 
unprecedented  burthens  and  priva¬ 
tions. 

That  thefe  burthens  have  been 
greatly  aggravated  by  unequal 
taxation,  capricious  afleflments, 
vexatious  furcharges,  and  arbitrary 
inquifitions  into  cur  private  con¬ 
cerns. 

That  during  the  fevere  preffure 
of  an  enormoufly  increafed  and  in- 
creafing  weight  of  taxation,  abufes, 
frauds,  corruptions,  and  pecula¬ 
tions,  no  lefs  enormous,  have  been 
found  to  exift. 

That  thefe  burthens  have  been 
further  increafed  by  a  profufion  of 
ufelefs  places  and  penfions. 

That  by  fuch  fhameful  frauds, 
wafte,  and  profligacy,  our  bur¬ 
thens  have  been  augmented,  our 
fufferings  aggravated,  and  our  feel¬ 
ings  outraged. 

That,  although  thefe  has  ap¬ 
peared  no  deficiency  of  means  to 
levy  and  enforce  the  payment  of 
taxes,  we  have  to  complain  that 
no  adequate  means  have  yet  been 
devifed  to  prevent  the  mifapplica- 
tion  of  them,  nor  any  law  nor  tri¬ 
bunal  found  fuflicient  to  correct 
abufe,  or  bring  great  public  delin¬ 
quents  to  juftice. 

That  thefe  enormous  abufes  are 
Dot  only  felt  as  intolerable  griev¬ 
ances,  materially  impairing  the 
property  of  the  people,  but  by 
means  of  the  molt  monftrous  and 
pernicious  influence  they  create, 
are  fubverfive  of  the  vital  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  conftitutiom 

That  their  natural  operation  is 
to  render  the  legiflature  fubfervient 
to  the  executive  power, — a  junc¬ 
ture  in  which  it  has  been  predicted 
by  the  ableft  politicians  that  the 
conftitution  would  inevitably  pe- 
rilh. 

That  duly  imprefled  with  the 


magnitudeof  our  external  dangers* 
we  are  neverthelefs  of  opinion  that 
thefe  internal  abufes,  corruptions, 
arid  violations  of  law,  as  they  are 
the  more  infidious,  are  alfo  the 
more  fearful  and  alarming. 

That  we  concur  in  a  declaration 
recorded  upon  the  journals  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  in  a  protefl 
figned  by  the  late  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land  and  thirty -one  more  peers, 
“  that  from  the  hiftory  of  this,  as 
well  as  other  countries,  times  of 
necefiity  have  always  been  times 
of  reform. ” 

That  we  cannot  but  exprefs  our 
concurrence  with  another  part  of 
the  faid  protefl — li  becaufe,  how¬ 
ever  the  wafte  of  public  money, 
and  the  profufion  of  ufelefs  fala- 
ries,  may  have  been  hitherto  over¬ 
looked  in  days  of  wealth  and  prof- 
perity,  the  neceffities  of  the  pre- 
fent  times  can  no  longer  endure  the 
fame  fyftem  of  corruption  and  pro¬ 
digality.” 

That  without  recurring  to  thofe 
fafts  and  circumftances,  univerfally 
known  and  admitted,  by  which  it 
appears  that  a  majority  of  mem¬ 
bers  are  returned  through  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  government,  of  peers, 
and  other  individuals  {peculating 
in  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their 
fellow-fubje&s,  the  evils  already 
ftated  afford  fuflicient  evidence  of 
the  pernicious  influence  exifting, 
and  the  want  of  a  real  and  efficient 
reprefentation. 

That  it  is  equally  notorious,  that 
a  very  confiderable  number  of  the 
members  of  that  honourable  houfe 
hold  lucrative  places,  appoint¬ 
ments,  and  finecures  under  the 
crown  ;  almoff  invariably  fupport- 
ing  the  exifting  adminiftration,  of 
evading  inquiry  for  the  correction 
and  reform  of  abufes. 

That  the  influence  which  fuch 
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appointments  muft  create,  is  not 
confined  to  thofe  who  poffefs,  but 
extends  to  others  defirous  of  ob¬ 
taining  them,  and  who,  we  are 
well  allured,  feek  feats  in  that  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe,  at  confiderable  ex¬ 
pence,  for  that  purpofe  only. 

That,  however  notorious  thefe 
fads  have  been,  never  before  has 
corruption,  in  the  return  of  mem¬ 
bers,  and  the  fale  of  feats,  been 
publicly  avowed  in  that  honour¬ 
able  houfe  by  members  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  and  others. 

That  it  has  appeared  that  Lord 
Caftlereagh,  a  member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  a  minif- 
ter  of  the  crown,  was  guilty  of 
a  high  breach  of  the  conftitution, 
by  trafficking  for  a  feat  in  parlia¬ 
ment  in  exchange  for  a  writer- 
fhip;  and  that,  although  he  him- 
felf  admitted  the  fatt,  no  punifh. 
ment,  nor  even  cenfure,  was  in- 
fli&ed  upon  him,  but  that  on  the 
contrary  he  was,  in  defiance  of  all 
decency,  and  in  contempt  of  pub¬ 
lic  opinion,  fuffered  to  retain  his 
official  fituation. 

That  while  the  faid  Lord  Caf¬ 
tlereagh,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Spencer  Perceval,  another  member 
of  that  honourable  houfe,  and  alfo 
a  minifter  of  the  crown,  were 
charged  with  another  high  breach 
of  the  conftitution — the  firft  in 
the  difpofal  of  a  feat,  and  the  fe- 
cond  in  conniving  thereat — a  mo¬ 
tion  for  inquiry  into  the  fame  was 
reje61;ed,  upon  the  declared  ground 
of  the  frequency  of  fuch  pra&ices. 

That  contrary  to  every  princi¬ 
ple  of  juftice,  the  very  ground  of 
aggravation  was  thereby  made  an 
exculpation  of  the  crime.  That 
it  is  our  decided  convidion  that 
nothing  Ihort  of  a  reform  in  the 
reprefentation  of  th  e  people  irar- 


liament  can  corred  thefe  inveterate 
abufes,  and  repair  the  breaches  in 
the  conftitution. 

That  had  the  people  been  fairly 
reprefented,  there  would  have  been 
no  ruinous  wars  for  the  prefervation 
of  a  German  electorate- — no  fub- 
fidies  levied  upon  the  labour  and 
induftryof  the  nation,  to  befquan- 
dered  in  fruitlefs  continental  at¬ 
tachments — no  army  of  foreign 
mercenaries  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  land — no  wretchedly  contrived 
campaigns  for  the  relief  and  eman¬ 
cipation  of  the  great  and  gallant 
people  of  Spain,  rendered  ftill 
more  painful  by  the  extraordinary 
valour  of  Britifh  foldiers,  and  the 
miferable  policy  of  Britifh  ftatef- 
men — no  prodigal  wafte  of  blood 
and  treafure  in  the  prepofterous  and 
ill-fated  expedition  to  Walcheren 
and  the  Scheldt — no  efcape  of  pub¬ 
lic  peculators  and  robbers  from 
merited  punifhment — no  men  ad¬ 
vanced  to  high  places  of  honour 
and  emolument  who  had  been 
deemed  unworthy  of  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  their  conftituents — no  tax 
upon  income,  in  which  the  means 
of  acquiring  the  nature  and  varia¬ 
tion  of  property  are  levelled,  con¬ 
founded,  and  fwallowed  up. 

We  therefore  pray  that  honour¬ 
able  houfe  to  take  all  thefe  matters 
into  their  ferious  confideration,  and 
to  devife  such  means  as  by  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  corrupt,  depopulated, 
and  nominal  boroughs,  the  exten- 
fion  of  the  elective  franchife,  the 
exclufion  of  placemen  and  pen- 
fioners,  and  the  abridged  duration 
of  parliaments,  will  fecure  to  the 
people  their  full  fhare  of  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  bleffings,  which  the 
conftitution  undeniably  meant  they 
fhould  enjoy. 


Woodthorpe. 
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A  GENERAL  BILL 


OF 

CHRISTENINGS  AND  BURIALS, 


From  December  12,  1809,  to  December  ii,  1810. 


Christened 


S  Males  -.10188  >  In  all, 

(  Females  •  -974)2  $  19930 


Buried 


Males  « -10411  ^  In  all. 
Females  ?  -9482  $  19895 


Died  under  Two  Years  5853 
Between  Two  and  Five  2430 
- —  Five  and  Ten  •  •  •  *  850 

.*■ —  Ten  and  Twenty  •  *  695 
— -  Twenty  and  Thirty  1218 


Increafed  in  Burials  2932. 

—  Thirty  and  Forty.  *  1788 

—  Forty  and  Fifty  •  •  2018 

—  Fifty  and  Sixty  •.  1648 

—  Sixty  and  Seventy  1587 

—  Seventy  and  Eighty  1262 


—  Eighty  and  Ninety  473 
— Ninety  and  a  Hundred  70 
A.  Hundred  and  Five  •  •  1 


DISEASES. 


Abortive  and 


li.il  1  born  -  • 

574 

Abfcefs . 

42 

Aged  . 1532 

Ague  . 

5 

Apoplexy  and 

sudden- -  - • 

234 

Afthma  and 

Phthific  .  • 

674 

Bedridden  •  • 

1 

Bile . 

4 

Bleeding  • » -  • 

36 

Burfteu  and 

Rupture  ?  • 

22 

Cancer  ...... 

77 

Canker . 

1 

Childbed . 

183 

Colds  . . 

16 

Colick, Gripes, 

&c. .  6 


Confumption  5427 
Convullions  •  -3860 
Cough,  and 
Hooping- 
Cough  ....  449 
Cramp  ......  3 


Croup  ...... 

97 

Diabetes  «... 

1 

Dropfy  • ..... 

771 

Evil . . 

5 

Fatigue* ..... 

1 

Fevers  of  all 

V 

kinds  •  • « «  : 

1139 

Fiftula . 

5 

Flux* ....... 

10 

French  Pox  •  • 

29 

Gout ........ 

Gravel,  Stone, 
and  Stran- 

36 

guary  .... 

16 

Grief  . 

5 

Head-ache  .  . 

1 

Horfe-  (hoe-head  1 

Jaundice  .... 

O  1 

ol 

Jaw  Locked  •  - 

2 

Impolthume*  • 

2 

Inflammation 

676 

Inoculation  . . 

1 

Livergrown  ♦  * 

.31 

Lunatic 

193 

Mealies  ....1031 

Mifcarriage  •• 

3 

Mortification  181 
Pally  99 


Pleurify  • » « «  28 

Quinfy .  6 

Rheumatifm-  *  6 

Scurvy ......  4 

Small  Pox  •  •  1198 
Sore  Throat  •  •  6 

Sores  and  Ul¬ 
cers  .  9 

Spafm .  22 

St.  Anthony’s 
Fire  ...*••  2 

Stoppage  in  the 
Stomach  •  •  12 

Swelling  - « •  -  1 

Teeth  . 438 

Thrulh .  55 

Vomiting  and 
Loofenefs-  *  1 

Water  in  the 
Cheft  ....  7 

Water  in  the 
Head  ....  243 
Worms .  9 


CASUALTIES. 

Bit  by  a  Hattie 
Snake  • » • •  1 


Bit  by  a  Mad 
Dog  ......  1 

Bruifed  •  •  • »  2 

Burnt  . .  47 

Choaked  - • -  *  2 

Drowned  *  •  •  •  124 

Exceflive 

Drinking.  •  7 

Executed  *  •  -  6 

Found  Dead  « *  20 
Fractured- «  3 

Frightened  *  •  3 

Killed  by  Falls 
and  feveral 
other  Acci¬ 
dents  •  * • •  72 

Killed  them- 
lei  ves  -  *  •  -  28 

Murdered  « •  4 

Overlaid  •  *  •  •  1 

Poi toned  *  ■  •  •  2 

Scalded  «...  3 

Starved  *  * • •  1 

Suffocated  •  •  8 


Total  335 


*  There  have  been  executed  in  the  city  of  London,  and  county  of  Surrey,  10  ;  of 
which  number  6  only  have  been  reported  to  be  buried  (as  fuch)  within  the  bills  of 
mortality. 


D '  3  ] 


METEO- 


METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1810, 
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Rain. 

“7 - -  j 

1 

1 
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The  quickfilver  in  the  bafm  of  the  Barometer  is  81  feet  above  the  level  of  low  water  fpring  tides  at  Somerset  Houfe* 


PRICES  OF  STOCKS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1810. 

N.  B.  The  h’ghejl  and  low  eft  Prices  of  each  Stock  in  the  Courfe  of  each  Month ,  are  fet  down  in  that  Month. 
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An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Com  and  Grain,  exported  from. 
Drawbacks  paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon,  for  the  Year  ended 


Exported. 

Quantities. 

Bounties  and 

England. 

Englilh. 

Foreign. 

Drawbacks 

• 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

*  l 

*•  l 

d. 

Wheat 

5,696 

54,070 

Rye 

30 

6,695 

Barley 

6,665 

3>5  7° 

Oats 

12,656 

33213 

Beans 

2,41 8 

247 

Peas 

2,802 

136 

Malt  t 

7>552 

183 

1 

^  nil. 

cwts.  qrs. 

cwts.  qrs. 

Wheat  Flour  * 

16,483  0 

32,173  3 

Rye  Meal 

none. 

2,940  2 

Gritts 

31 1  3 

none. 

bolls. 

Oatmeal 

5>S22  1 

8«; 

Scotland. 

Wheat 

432 

1,288 

*> 

Rye 

none. 

1,429 

Barley 

726 

3SJ 

_ 

Oats 

3**5  4 

none. 

Beans  -? 

138 

none. 

Peas 

72 

47 

Malt 

none. 

482 

Gritts 

1 2 

none. 

S  nil. 

cwts.  qrs. 

cwts.  qrs. 

Wheat  Flour  ? 

961  0 

422  0 

Barley,  hulled 

ij.°97  3 

630  3 

Barley  Meal  - 

none. 

83  0 

Bifcuits 

3,022  I 

none. 

Oatmeal 

i,lo8  0 

2,002  3 

Malt 

none. 

3  3 

J 

1 

The  average  price  of  Corn  in  England  and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard 
Winchefter  Bufhel,  for  the  Year  1809. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

Oatmeal. 

$  •  ($> • 

*3  3l 

s.  d, 

7  4l 

J# 

5  lll 

S  •  • 

3  8 

j.  d. 

6  8| 

d . 

6  ii| 

j.  </. 

6 

and 
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and  imported  into,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and 
5th  of  January,  i  8 1 1 . 


Imported. 

England. 

Quantities 

Duties. 

Bounties. 

Quarters. 

£  | 

s.  ]  d. 

£  | 

s.  |  d. 

Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

Peas 

Malt 

Indian  Corn  - 

1,294,186 

85, 451 
23,368 

35 7>6i6 
14,060 
10,910 
401 

35 

^.7°.  967 

10 

2 

138 

8 

9 

Wheat  Flour  « 
Rye  Meal 

Barley  Meal  - 

cwts.  qrs. 

493*225  3 

3,100  2 

4  36  2 

Oatmeal 

bolls. 
6>36  9 

Scotland. 

Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

Peas 

Malt 

Bear,  or  Big  - 

Wheat  Flour  - 
Rye-meal 

Barley,  hulled  - 
Barley-meal  - 

92,669 

4.673 

2,460 

1 75*979 
1,164 

L358 

492 

320 

cwts.  qrs. 
10,196  3 

105  2 

656  0 

136  0 

■ 

4>275' 

6 

10 

nil. 

Oatmeal 

bolls. 

26,857 

1 

WILLIAM  DOWDING, 

Receiver  of  Corn  Returns , 
Loudon-)  21  February,  1810. 
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I.  Abjlraft  of  the  Public  Laws  en¬ 
abled  by  the  Britifh  Legifature. 

— Puffed  in  the  Fiftieth  Year  of 

the  Reign  of  George  the  Third. 

Chap.  i. — For  continuing  cer¬ 
tain  duties  on  malt,  fugar,  tobacco, 
and  fnuff,  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  on 
penfions,  offices,  and  perfonal  ef- 
tates,  in  England  ;  for  the  fervice 
of  1S10. 

2.  For  raifing  10,500,000/.  by 
exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of 
Great  Britain  for  1810. 

3.  Ditto  1,500,000/.  ditto. 

4.  To  indemnify  fuch  perfons  in 
the  United  Kingdom  as  have  omit¬ 
ted  to  qualify  themfelves  for  offices 
and  employments,  and  for  extend¬ 
ing  the  times  limited  for  thofepur- 
pofes  refpeftively,  until  the  25th 
of  March,  1811  ;  and  to  permit 
fuch  perfons  in  Great  Britain,  as 
have  omitted  to  make  and  file  affi¬ 
davits  of  the  execution  of  inden¬ 
tures  of  clerks  to  attornies  and  fo- 
licitors,  to  make  and  file  the  fame 
on  or  before  the  fird  day  of  Hilary 
Term,  1 8 1 1 . 

5.  To  prohibit  the  diftillation 
of  fpirits  from  corn  or  grain  in 
Great  Britain,  for  a  limited  time; 
and  to  continue,  until  four  months 
after  fuch  prohibition,  an  act  of 
lafe  feffion  of  parliament,  to  fuf- 
pend  the  importation  of  Britifh  or 
Irifh-made  fpirits  into  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland. 

6.  To  enable  the  Prince  of 
Wales  to  grant  leafes  of  certain 
lands  and  premifes  called  Prince’s 
Meadows,  in  the  paridi  of  Lam¬ 
beth,  in  Surry,  for  the  purpofe  of 
building  thereon. 

7.  For  punifhing  mutiny  andde- 
fertion,  and  for  better  payment  of 
the  army  and  their  quarters. 


8.  For  fettling  and  fecuring  a 
certain  annuity  on  Vifcount  Wel¬ 
lington,  and  the  two  next  perfons 
to  whom  the  title  (hall  defeend,  in 
confideration  of  his  eminent  fer- 
vices. 

9.  To  continue,  until  the  25th 
of  March,  1 8  r  1 ,  fo  much  of  an 
Aft  of  the  47th  of  his  prefent 
Majedy,  as  allows  a  bounty  on 
Britifh  plantation  raw  fugar  ex¬ 
ported. 

10.  For  making  perpetual  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  provifions  of  an  aft,  5 
George  I.  for  preventing  clandef- 
tine  running  of  uncudomed  goods, 
and  for  frauds  relating  to  the  cuf- 
toms. 

11.  To  continue,  until  the  25th 
of  March,  1815,  feveral  laws  re¬ 
lating  to  the  encouragement  of  the 
Greenland  whale-fifheries. 

12.  To  continue,  until  the  25th 
of  March,  1 8 1 2,  an  aft,  46th  of  his 
prefent  Majedy,  for  permitting  the 
importation  of  mails,  yards,  bow- 
fprits,  and  timber  for  naval  pur- 
pofes,  from  the  Britifh  colonies  in 
North  America,  duty  free. 

13.  To  continue  an  aft,  44th  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  permitting 
the  exportation  of  fait  from  the 
port  of  Naffau,  in  the  idand  of 
New  Providence,  the  port  of  Exu- 
ma,  and  the  port  of  Crooked  Ifland, 
in  the  Bahama  Hlands,  in  Ameri¬ 
can  fhips  coming  in  ballad  ;  and 
amend  and  continue  an  aft,  48th 
of  his  prefent  Majedy,  for  permit¬ 
ting  fugarand  coffee  to  be  exported 
from  his  Majedy ?s  colonies  or 
plantations  to  any  port  in  Europe 
to  the  fouthward  of  Cape  Finif- 
terre,  and  corn  to  be  imported 
from  fuch  port,  and  from  the  coad 
of  Africa,  into  the  faid  colonies 
and  plantations,  until  the  25th  of 
March,  1813. 

14.  For 
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14.  For  the  regulation  of  his 
Majefty’s  royal  marine  forces  while 
on  ihore. 

15.  To  grant  his  Majefty  du¬ 
ties  upon  fpirits  made  or  distilled 
in  Ireland  from  corn ;  to  allow 
drawbacks  on  exportation  thereof ; 
to  make  further  regulations  for  en¬ 
couragement  of  licenfed  diftillers  ; 
and  for  amending  laws  relating  to 
diftillery  in  Ireland. 

16.  For  further  continuing,  un¬ 
til  the  25th  of  March,  1811,  an 
aft,  41ft  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
for  prohibiting  exportation  from, 
and  permitting  the  importation 
into,  Ireland,  duty  free,  of  corn 
and  other  provisions. 

17.  To  continue,  until  the  25th 
of  March,  1811,  an  aft  for  regu¬ 
lating  drawbacks  and  bounties  on 
exportation  of  fugar  from  Ireland. 

18.  For  further  continuing,  until 
the  25'th  of  March,  18 n,  boun¬ 
ties  and  drawbacks  on  exportation 
of  fugar  from  Great  Britain  ;  and 
for  fufpending  countervailing  du¬ 
ties  and  bounties  on  fugar  when 
the  duties  impofed  by  an  aft,  46th 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  ftiall  be 
fufpended. 

1 9.  For  further  continuing,  until 
the  25th  of  March,  18 1  1,  an  ad, 
39th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for 
prohibiting  exportation  from,  and 
permitting  importation  to,  Great 
Britain,  of  corn,  and  for  allowing 
importation  of  other  articles  of 
provifion,  without  payment  of  duty. 

20.  For  removing  doubts  as  to 
the  power  of  appointing  fuperin- 
tendants  of  quarantine,  and  their 
afliftants. 

21.  For  amending,  and  conti¬ 
nuing  fo  amended,  until  the  25th 
of  March,  1812,  an  ad,  45th  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  confoli- 


dating  and  extending  feveral  laws 
in  force,  allowing  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  certain  goods 
and  merchandize  into  and  from 
certain  ports  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

22.  For  authorizing  the  lords 
commiftioners  of  the  treafury  to 
purchafe  certain  quays  within  the 
port  of  London. 

23.  For  granting  annuities  to 
difeharge  certain  exchequer  bills. 

24.  To  amend  an  ad,  pafled  laft 
feflion,  for  completing  the  militia 
of  Great  Britain,  and  to  make  fur¬ 
ther  provilions  for  completing  the 
faid  militia. 

25.  To  amend  feveral  ads,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  local  militia  of  Great 
Britain. 

26.  For  granting  a  duty  on  fo¬ 
reign  plain  linen  taken  out  of  ware- 
houfes,  and  exported  to  foreign 
parts. 

27.  To  continue,  until  the  25th 
of  March,  1 832,  certain  ads  made 
in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  for 
better  regulation  of  the  filk  manu- 
fadure. 

28.  For  increafing  rates  of  fub- 
fiftenee  to  be  paid  inn-keepers  and 
others,  on  quartering  foldiers. 

29.  To  amend  an  ad  of  laft 
feffion,  for  amending  the  Irilh  road 
ads. 

30.  To  regulate  the  fees  pay. 
able  to  coroners  in  Ireland,  upon 
holding  inquilitions. 

31.  For  augmenting  the  falaries 
of  the  lords  of  feftion,  lords  com- 
miftioners  of  jufticiary,  and  barons 
of  exchequer  in  Scotland,  and 
judges  in  Ireland. 

32.  To  repeal  certain  parts  of 
feveral  ads  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  fo  far  as  relates  to  limit¬ 
ing  the  number  of  perfons  to  be 
carried  by  ftage-coaches  or  other 
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carriages  ;  for  enacting  other  limi- 
rations  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  for 
other  purpofes  relating  thereto. 

33.  For  enabling  tenants  en  tail 
and  for  life,  and  alfo  ecclefiaftical 
perfons,  to  grant  land  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  endowing  fchools  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

34.  For  allowing  exportation  of 
JBritifh  and  Irifh-made  malt,  from 
one  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
to*  the  other. 

55.  For  altering  the  mode  of 
eolle&ing  the  duty  on  infurances 
againft  lofs  by  fire,  upon  property 
in  his  Majefty's  illands  and  pof- 
feffions  in  the  Weft  -  Indies,  and 
el  few  he  re  beyond  the  feas  ;  and 
for  exempting  certain  bonds  and 
receipts  from  ftamp  duty,  for  giv¬ 
ing  relief  in  certain  cafes  of  ftamps 
fpoiled  or  mifufed,  and  for  ex¬ 
plaining  part  of  an  aft,  48th  of 
his  Majefty,  for  granting  ftamp 
duties  in  Great  Britain. 

36.  For  granting  annuities  to 
difcharge  an  additional  number  of 
exchequer  bills. 

37.  For  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
fettle- an  annuity  on  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  Wolfenbuttel. 

38.  To  extend  the  provifions  of 
an  a6I,  48th  of  his  prefent  Ma¬ 
jefty,  intituled,  “  an  a 61  to  per¬ 
mit  certain  goods  imported  into 
Ireland  to  be  warehoufed  or  fe- 
cured,  without  the  duties  due  on 
the  importation  thereof  being  firft 
paid,”  and  to  amend  the  fame. 

39.  For  repaying  in  certain  cafes 
the  duty  paid  on  the  export  of  fo¬ 
reign  plain  linen. 

40.  For  difcontinuing  thebounty 
on  exportation  of  oil  of  vitriol, 
and  allowing  a  drawback  of  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  duties  paid  on  the 
importation  of  foreign  brimftonc 
lifed  in  making  oil  of  vitriol. 


41.  For  placing  the  duties  of 
hawkers  and  pedlars  under  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  commiftioners  ot 
hackney-coaches. 

42.  For  confolidating  the  duties 
of  cuftoms  for  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
and  placing  the  fame  under  the 
management  of  the  commiffioners 
of  cuftoms  in  England. 

43.  For  maintaining  and  keep¬ 
ing  in  repair,  roads  made,  and 
bridges  built,  in  Scotland,  under 
authority  of  the  parliament  cora- 
miffioners  for  highland  roads  and 
bridges. 

44.  To  provide  for  a  durable  al¬ 
lowance  of  fuperannuation  to  offi¬ 
cers  of  excife  in  Scotland,  under 
certain  reftriftions. 

45.  For  raifing  12,000,000/. 
by  way  of  annuities. 

46.  For  encouraging  the  con. 
fumption  of  malt  liquor  in  Ireland. 

47.  To  extend  and  amend  the 
provifions  of  an  a 61,  37th  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  for  relief  and 
maintenance  of  infolvent  debtors 
detained  in  prifon  in  Ireland. 

4,8.  To  repeal  three  afts,  28th, 
30th,  and  46th,  of  his  prefent  Ma¬ 
jefty,  for  limiting  the  number  of 
perfons  to  be  carried  on  the  out¬ 
ride  of  ftage-coaches  or  other  car¬ 
riages,  and  to  enact  other  regula¬ 
tions  for  carrying  the  obje6ts  of 
the  faid  a 61  into  effeft. 

49.  To  amend  the  laws  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  fo  far  as  relate  to 
the  examining  and  allowing  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  churchwardens  and  over- 
feers  by  juftices  of  the  peace. 

50.  To  explain  and  amend  an 
a 61  made  laft  feffion,  relating  to  re¬ 
lief  and  employment  of  the  poor, 
fo  far  as  relates  to  the  more  effec¬ 
tual  carrying  the  fame  into  execu¬ 
tion  ;  and  to  extend  the  provifions 
thereof  to  parifties  which  ftiall  not 

have 
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have  adopted  the  provifions  of  an 
ad,  2 2d  of  his  prefen t  Majefty. 

51.  To  repeal  fo  much  of  an  ad, 
7th  James  I.  as  relates  to  the  punifh- 
ment  of  women  delivered  of  baftard 
children;  and  to  make  other  pro- 
vifions  in  lieu  thereof. 

5:2.  To  amend  fo  much  of  an  ad, 
8sh  and  9th  William  III.  as  re¬ 
quires  poor  perfons  receiving  alms 
to  wear  badges. 

53.  For  preventing  frauds  relat¬ 
ing  to  exportation  of  Britifh  and 
Irifh  made  malt,  from  one  part  of 
the  united  kingdom  to  the  other. 

54.  To  revive  and  continue,  un¬ 
til  the  25  th  of  March,  18 11,  an 
ad,  39th  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
for  more  effedual  encouragement  of 
the  Britifh  filheries. 

55.  To  prohibit  importation  of 
Italian  filk  crapes  and  tiffanies,  and 
to  increafe  fhares  of  feizures  pay¬ 
able  to  officers  in  refped  of  foreign 
wrought  filks  and  manufadured 
leather  gloves. 

56.  To  explain  and  amend  an 
ad  paffied  lall  feffion,  for  continuing 
and  making  perpetual  feverai  duties 
of  ir.  6d.  in  the  pound,  repealed 
by  an  ad  of  laft  feffion,  on  offices 
and  employments  of  profit,  and  on 
annuities,  penfl ons,  and  flipends. 

57.  To  revive  and  continue,  until 
the  25th  of  March,  1815,  an  ad, 
23d  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for 
more  effedual  encouragement  of 
the  manufadure  of  flax  and  cotton 
in  Great  Britain. 

58.  To  amend  feverai  ads  for 
redemption  and  fale  of  land-tax. 

59.  For  more  effedually  pre¬ 
venting  embezzlement  of  money 
or  fecurities  for  money  belonging 
to  the  public,  by  any  colledor, 
receiver,  or  other  perfon  entrufted 
with  the  receipt,  care,  or  manage¬ 
ment  thereof. 


60.  For  permitting  exportation 
to  Newfoundland  of  foreign  fait, 
duty  free,  from  the  import  ware- 
houfes  at  Briftol  ;  and  for  repealing 
fo  much  of  an  ad  of  laft  feffion,  as 
allows  fair,  the  produce  of  any  part 
of  Europe  fouth  of  Cape  Finifterre, 
to  be  flipped  in  any  port  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  dired  to  certain  ports  in 
North  America. 

61.  For  making  fugar  and  cof¬ 
fee,  of  Guadaloupe,  St.  Euftatia, 
St.  Martin,  and  Saba,  liable  to  the 
fame  duty  on  importation  as  fugar 
and  coffee  not  of  the  Britifh  plan¬ 
tations. 

62.  For  more  effedual  preven¬ 
tion  of  fmuggling  in  the  Ille  of 
Man. 

63.  To  enable  his  Majefty  to 
authorize  the  exportation  of  the 
machinery  neceflary  for  ereding  a 
mint  in  the  Brafils. 

64.  To  permit  the  removal  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize, 
from  the  port  in  Great  Britain 
wherefirft  warehoufed,  to  any  other 
warehoufing  port  for  exportation. 

65.  For  uniting  the  offices  of 
furveyor-general  of  the  land  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  crown,  and  furveyor- 
general  of  his  Majefty’s  woods, 
forefts,  parks,  and  chafes. 

66.  To  authorize  the  judge  ad¬ 
vocate  general  to  fend  and  receive 
letters  and  packets  free  from  duty 
of  poftage. 

67.  For  better  prefervation  of 
heath  fowl,  commonly  called  black 
game,  in  Somerfet  and  Devon. 

68.  For  railing  1,400,000/.  by 
way  of  annuities,  for  the  fervice  of 
Ireland. 

69.  For  raiftng  6,000,000/.  by 
exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of 
Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1810. 

70.  To  enable  the  commiffioners 
of  his  Majefty’s  treafury  to  iflfue 

exchequer 
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exchequer  bills  on  the  credit  of 
fuch  aids  or  fupplies  as  have  been 
or  lhall  be  granted  by  parliament 
for  the  ferviceof  Great  Britain*  for 
the  year  1810. 

71.  For  appropriating  part  of 
the  furplus  of  the  damp  duties, 
granted  48th  of  his  prefent  Ma¬ 
jedy,  for  defraying  the  charges  of 
the  loan  made,  and  dock  created 
in  the  prefent  feflion. 

72.  For  improving  and  complet¬ 
ing  the  harbour  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  hill  of  Hovvth,  near  Dublin, 
and  rendering  it  a  fit  fituation  for 
his  Majefty’s  packets. 

73.  To  alter,  explain,  and 
amend,  the  laws  now  in  force  re- 
fpeding  bakers  redding  out  of  the 
city  of  London,  or  the  liberties 
thereof,  or  beyond  ten  miles  of 
the  Royal  Exchange. 

74.  To  grant  his  Majedy  addi- 
tional  duties  upon  letters  and  pack¬ 
ets  fent  by  the  pod  within  Ireland. 

75.  To  grant  his  Majedy  an  ad¬ 
ditional  duty  on  dwelling  houfes  in 
Ireland,  in  refped  of  the  windows 
or  lights  therein. 

76.  To  repeal  certain  duties  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  the  commiffioners 
for  managing  the  damp  duties  in 
Ireland,  and  to  grant  new  and  ad* 
ditional  duties,  and  to  amend  the 
laws  relating  to  damp  duties  in 
Ireland. 

77.  For  impeding  additional 
duties  of  cudom  on  certain  fpecies 
of  wood  imported  into  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

78.  To  repeal  an  a 61,  47  th  of 
his  prefent  Majedy,  for  fuppreding 
infurredion,  and  preventing  dif- 
turbances  of  the  public  peace  in 
Ireland. 

79.  For  regulating  the  continu. 
ance  of  licenfes  for  diddling  fpirits 
from  fugar  in  the  Lowlands  of 
Scotland. 


80.  For  reviving  and  further 
continuing,  until  the  23th  of 
March,  18 1 1,  feveral  laws  for  al¬ 
lowing  the  importation  of  certain 
fidi  from  Newfoundland,  and  the 
coad  of  Labrador,  and  of  certain 
fidi  from  parts  of  the  coad  of  his 
Majedy’s  North  American  colo¬ 
nies,  and  for  granting  bounties 
thereon. 

81.  To  continue,  until  the  id 
of  Augud,  18 1 1,  certain  a6ts  for 
appointing  commiffioners  to  enquire 
into  the  fees,  gratuities,  perqui- 
fites,  and  emoluments,  received  in 
feveral  public  offices  in  Ireland,  to 
examine  into  any  abufes  which  may 
exid  in  the  fame,  and  in  the  mode 
of  receiving,  colleding,  i fluing, 
and  accounting  for,  public  money 
in  Ireland. 

82.  To  amend  the  laws  relative' 
to  the  fale  of  fiax  feed  and  hemp 
feed  in  Ireland. 

83.  To  repeal  feveral  ads  re- 
fpe6ting  the  woollen  manufadure, 
and  for  indemnifying  perfons  liable 
to  penalty  for  having  aded  contrary 
thereto* 

84.  For  augmenting  parochial 
dipends  in  certain  cafes  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

85.  To  regulate  the  taking  of 
fecurities  in  all  offices,  in  refped  of 
which  fecurity  ought  to  be  given  5 
and  for  avoiding  the  grant  of  all 
fuch  offices,  in  the  event  of  fuch 
fecurity  not  being  given  within  a 
time  to  be  limited  after  the  grant 
of  fuch  office. 

86.  To  amend  two  ads,  39th  and 
43d  of  his  prefent  Majedy,  for  re¬ 
gulating  the  manner  in  which  the 
Eaft  India  Company  (hall  hire  and 
take  up  fhips. 

87.  To  amend  two  a61s,  relating 
to  the  railing  men  for  the  fervice  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company :  and 

quartering 
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quartering  and  billet  ting;  fuch  men  ; 
and  to  trials  by  regimental  courts- 
martial. 

88.  To  make  provifion,  for  a 
limited  time,  refpefting  certain 
grants  of  officers. 

89.  For  defraying,  until  the  2^th 
of  March,  1S1 1,  the  charge  of  the 
pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia  of 
Ireland,  and  for  making  allowances 
in  certain  cafes  to  fubaltern  officers 
of  the  faid  militia  during  peace. 

90.  For  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia 
and  local  militia  in  Great  Britain, 
for  the  year  1810. 

91.  To  revive  and  continue,  un¬ 
til  the  25th  of  March,  i8ii,  and 
amend  fo  much  of  an  aft,  39th  and 
40th  of  his  prefen t  Majefty,  as 
grants  allowances  to  adjutants  and 
ferjeant-majors  of  the  militia  of 
England,  difembodied  under  an  act 
of  the  fame  feffion. 

92.  For  making  allowances  in 
certain  cafes  to  fubaltern  officers  of 
the  militia  in  Great  Britain,  while 
difembodied. 

93.  For  the  improving  and  com¬ 
pleting  the  harbour  of  Holyhead. 

94.  For  granting  to  his  Majefty 
a  fum  of  money  to  be  raifed  by 
lotteries. 

95.  To  enable  the  corporation, 
for  preffirving  and  improving  the 
port  of  Dublin,  to  ereft,  repair, 
and  maintain,  light-houfes  round 
the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  to  raife  a 
fund  for  defraying  the  charge 
thereof. 

96.  To  amend  an  aft  paffed  this 
feffion,  intituled,  (C  An  aft  for  in- 
creafing  the  rates  of  fubfiftence  to 
be  paid  to  innkeepers  and  others, 
on  quartering  foldiers.751 

97.  To  continue,  until  the  6th 
of  July  1 81 1,  and  to  amend  feveral 


afts  for  granting  certain  rates  and 
duties,  and  for  allowing  certain, 
drawbacks  and  bounties,  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  imported 
into  and  exported  from  Ireland; 
and  to  grant  his  Majefty,  until  the 
3th  of  July,  1  8  1 1,  certain  new  and 
additional  duties  on  the  importa¬ 
tion,  and  to  allow  drawbacks  on 
the  exportation,  of  certain  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  into  and 
from  Ireland. 

98.  For  railing  216,000/.  by 
treafury  bills,  for  the  fervice  of 
Ireland  for  the  year  1810. 

99.  To  amend  feveral  afts  re¬ 
lating  to  the  making  of  malt,  and 
the  granting  of  permits  and  certifi¬ 
cates,  and  the  regulations  of  bra¬ 
ziers,  and  of  perfons  employing 
more  than  one  ftill  in  Ireland. 

100.  For  refpiting  certain  lines 
impofed  on  Hills  in  Ireland. 

101.  For  confirming  an  agree¬ 
ment  for  the  purchafe  of  the  prifage 
and  butlerage  of  wines  in  Ireland, 
entered  into  by  the  commiffioners  of 
his  Majefty’s  treafury  in  Ireland, 
and  the  Earl  of  Ormond  and  Oftbry 
and  his  truftees,  in  purfuance  of  an 
aft,  46th  of  his  prefent  Majefty’s 
reign. 

102.  For  the  more  effeftually 
preventing  the  adminiftering  and 
taking  of  unlawful  oaths  in  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  for  proteftion  of  magif- 
trates  and  witneffes  in  criminal 
cafes. 

103.  For  repealing  feveral  laws 
relating  to  prifons  in  Ireland,  and 
for  re-enacting  fuch  of  the  provi- 
lions  thereof  as  have  been  found 
ufeful,  with  amendments. 

104.  For  altering  the  amount 
of  certain  duties  of  alfelTed  taxes 
granted  by  an  aft,  48th  of  his  pre¬ 
fent  Majefty,  and  for  granting  his 
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Majefty  certain  other  duties  of  af- 
fefled  taxes  on  the  articles  therein 
mentioned. 

105.  To  regulate  the  manner  of 
making  furcharges  of  the  duties  of 
aflefled  taxes,  and  of  the  tax  upon 
the  profits  arifing  from  property, 
profeffions,  trades,  and  offices,  and 
for  amending  the  ads  relating  to 
the  faid  duties. 

106.  For  regulating  the  manner 
of  aflfeffing  lands  in  certain  cafes  to 
the  duties  arifing  from  the  profits 
of  property,  profeffions,  trades,  and 
offices,  and  for  giving  relief  from 
the  faid  duties  on  occafion  of  Ioffes 
in  other  cafes  therein  mentioned. 

107.  To  regulate  the  examina¬ 
tion  and  payment  of  affignments  for 
clothing  his  Majefty’s  forces. 

108.  To  amend  and  enlarge  the 
powers  of  an  ad,  2d  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  for  encouragement  of  the 
fifheries  of  this  kingdom,  and  pro- 
tedion  of  the  perfons  employed 
therein. 

109.  To  continue  for  two  years, 
and  from  thence  until  the  end  of 
the  then  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
and  amend  an  ad,  47th  of  his  pre¬ 
fent  Majefty,  for  preventing  im¬ 
proper  perfons  from  having  arms  in 
Ireland. 

1 10.  To  allow,  until  the  ift  of 
Auguft,  2811,  the  bringing  of 
coals,  culm,  and  cinders,  to  Lon¬ 
don  and  Weftminfter  by  inland  na¬ 
vigation. 

hi.  To  limit  the  amount  of 
penfions  to  be  granted  out  of  the 
civil  lift  of  Scotland. 

112.  For  abridging  the  form  of 
extrading  decrees  of  the  court  of 
feffion  in  Scotland,  and  for  regula¬ 
tion  of  certain  parts  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  that  court. 

1 13.  For  enabling  his  Majefty 


to  raife  3,000,000/.  for  the  fervid 
of  Great  Britain. 

1 1 4.  For  granting  his  Majefty 
a  fum  of  money,  to  be  raifed  by 
exchequer  bills,  and  to  be  advanced 
and  applied  in  the  manner  and 
upon  the  terms  therein-mentioned, 
for  relief  of  the  united  company  of 
merchants  of  England  trading  to 
the  Eaft  Indies. 

115.  For  granting  his  Majefty 
certain  fums  of  money  out  of  the 
confolidated  fund  of  Great  Britain, 
and  for  applying  certain  monies 
therein-mentioned,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  year  1810;  and  for  further 
appropriating  the  fupplies  granted 
in  this  feffion  of  parliament. 

116.  To  extend  and  amend  the 
terms  and  provifionsof  an  ad,  39th 
and  40th  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
for  the  better  prefervation  of  tim¬ 
ber  in  the  New  Foreft,  county  of 
Southampton,  and  for  afcertaining 
the  boundaries  of  the  faid  foreft, 
and  of  the  lands  of  the  crown 
within  the  fame. 

1 17.  To  dired  that  accounts  of 
increafe  and  diminution  of  public 
falaries,  penfions,  and  allowances, 
(hall  be  annually  laid  before  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  to  regulate  and  controul 
the  granting  and  paying  of  fuch 
falaries,  penfions,  and  allowances. 

1 18.  For  regulating  the  offices 
of  regiftrar  of  admiralty  and  prize 
courts. 

119.  For  further  amending  and 
enlarging  the  powers  of  an  ad,  46th 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  confoli- 
dating  and  rendering  more  effedual 
the  feveral  ads  for  the  purchafe  of 
buildings,  and  further  improvement 
of  the  ftreets  and  places  near  to 
Weftminfter-hall  and  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament. 
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LIST  OF 

HIS  MAJESTY'S  MINISTERS, 

1810. 


CABINET  MINISTERS. 


Earl  Camden 
Lord  Eldon 
Earl  of  Weftmoreland 
Earl  Bathurft 


Right  Ilori.  Spencer  Perceval 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Philip  Yorke 
Lord  Mulgrave 

Right  Hon.  Richard  Ryder 
Marquis  Wellefley 
Earl  of  Liverpool 


-  Prefident  of  the  Council. 

-  Lord  High  Chancellor. 

-  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

-  Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  (  Prime" 

Minifler)  Chancellor  and  Under 

-  x  Treafurer  of  the  Exchequer,  alfo 
§  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
v  caller. 

-  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

-  Mailer  General  of  the  Ordnance. 

£  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
"  (  Department. 

f  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
'  l  fairs. 

f  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Depart- 
\  nient  of  War  and  the  Colonies. 


NOT  OF  THE  CABINET. 


Right  Hon.  Robert  Saunders  Dundas 

Right  Hon.  George  Rofe 

Vifcount  Palmerfton 
Lord  Charles  Somerfet 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Long 
Earl  of  Chiehefter 
Earl  of  Sandwich 
Richard  Wharton,  Efq. 

Charles  Arbufhnor,  Efq.  - 
Sir  William  Grant 
Sir  Vicary  Gibbs 
Sir  Thomas  Plomer 


•i 

:{ 


Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Controul 
for  the  Affairs  of  India. 

Vice -Prefident  of  the  Board  of 
T  rade  and  Treafurer  of  the  Navy. 
Secretary  at  War. 

Joint  Paymafter  General  of  the 
Forces. 

Joint  Poftmafter  General* 

Secretaries  of  the  Treafury. 

Mailer  of  the  Rolls. 
Attorney-General. 


-  -  Solicitor-General. 

i 

Persons  in  the  Ministry  of  Ireland. 


Duke  of  Richmond 
Lord  Manners 
W.  Wellelley  Pole 
Right  Hon.  John  Fofter 


-  Lord  Lieutenant. 

-  Lord  High  Chancellor. 

-  Chief  Secretary. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
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Total  Number  of  Bankruptcies,  1670. 


TABLE  OF  THE  PRICES  OF  MEAT,  SUGAR>  SALT,  AND  COALS,  IN  LONDON. 

From  January  to  December  1810,  inclufi've . 
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ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


An  Account  of  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Net  Proceeds  of  Droits, 
either  paid  into  the  Regiftrar  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  or 
received  under  any  Commiftion,  from  1793  : — Together  with  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Total  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  paid  out  of  the  me; 
fpecifying  the  Services  and  Objedfs  to  which  the  fame  were  directed 
to  be  applied  : — Made  out  from  the  Returns,  in  the  Treafury,  from 
the  refpecfive  Commiftioners  and  the  Regiftrar  of  the  Court  of  Admi¬ 
ralty. 

Net  Amount  of  Proceeds  received  ;  viz.  £. 

By  the  Dutch  commiftioners  -  1,3 1 3,443 

-  -  Spanifti  ------  2,242,339 

-  -  Pruflian  -  -  -  253,906 

-  -  Danifh,  &c.*  -  -  1,161,648 

Sams  paid  into  the  regiftry  on  account  of  captures  not 

placed  under  the  management  of  the  above  coinmif- 
fioners  ------ 


2)37 


Total  Amount  of  the  net  proceeds  received  from  1793  - 
Payments  out  of  the  Net  Proceeds  ;  viz. 

To  captors  -  £.2,336,743 

-  claimants  -  -  -  406,334 

-  the  receiver-general  of  droits  -  -  110,636 


7.344,677 


King’s  prodfor 

65.075; 

Admiralty  prodfor 

19,951 

Claimants5  prodfors 

2,613 

Matters’  prodfors 

370 

Pilots’  prodfors 

"3 

Salvors’  prodfors 

321 

Captors’  prodfors 

-  5)882 

Dutch  commiftioners*  prodfors 

2,230 

Do.  law  charges 

23,890 

For  expences  of  veflels  prior  to  condemnation 

-  falvage  - 

-  outlawry  charges  - 

To  the  marfhal  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
For  regiftrar’s  poundage 

-  fundry  fmall  expenfes 
To  merchants,  for  reports 

For  repairs  of  fhips  -  -  - 

-  bottomry  bonds  -  - 

-  care  of  (hips  and  cargoes,  and  wages  to  feamen 

-  demurrage  - 


122,447 

4>365 

9,682 

1,213 

23,111 

5,989 

969 

441 

7,020 

M77 

2,198 

521 


3,033,09° 


*  The  whole  amount  of  the  Danifii  proceeds  beyond  the  fum  of  248, *261/.  and  the 
Turns  paid  to  claimants,  is  rel’erved  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

Dates 
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Dates 

of  Warrants  For  the  Public  Service* 

1796.  June  29.  Paid  into  the  exchequer,  to  the 

account  of  the  confolidated  fund,  by 
the  Dutch  commiflioners  £.50,000 

1797.  June  30.  Do.  -  Do.  -  50,000 

Do.  -  Do.  -  500,000 

Do.  -  Do.  -  250,000 

Do.  -  Do.  -  50,000 


—  July  i. 

. 

1798.  April  3. 


1806.  Jan.  27.  To  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  by 
the  Spanilh  commiflioners  750,000 

—  —  To  the  treafurer  of  the 

ordnance,  by  the  regift rar  100,000 

—  Feb.  6.  To  the  treafurer  of  the 

navy,  by  do.  -  1 50,000 


£ 

900,000 


1809.  April  24.  Paid  to  lords  Gambier  and 
Cathcart,  by  the  Danifti  commif- 
fioners,  being  the  eftimated  value  of 
Ihips  and  ftores  taken  at  Copenhagen, 
delivered  over  for  the  public  fervice 
1806.  Mar,  15.  Paid  by  the  regiftrar 
into  the  exchequer,  in  aid 
of  the  civil  lift  -  190,000 

1809.  Dec.  22.  Do.  -  Do.  -  80,000 


1,000,000 


348,261 


Ditto. 


Do. 

per  cent. 


Do.  in  aid  of  the  \\L 


270,000 

40,000 


On  account  of  the  Royal  Family. 

1805.  Oft.  14.  Meflrs.  Drummond,  for  the  prin- 

cefs  of  Wales  -  -  26,000 

—  — -  Meflrs.  Coutts,  for  the  duke  of  Cumber- 

berland  •  -  15,000 

—  10.  Do.  ®  for  the  duke  of  Kent  -  io,oeo 

— ■  Nov.  21 .  Meflrs.  Drummond,  for  the  duke  of 

Gloucefter  -  -  19,500 

Meflrs.  Adam  and  Dalrymple,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
following  perfons  : 

1806,  April  8.  Duke  of  Kent  -  10,000 

Duke  of  Cambridge  -  20,000 

DukeofSuflex  -  -  20,000 

Duke  of  Cumberland  -  3.000 

Duke  of  Clarence  -  20,000 

—  July  14.  Meflrs.  Coutts  for  the  duke  of  Kent  6,000 
1808.  Jan.  27.  Meflrs„  Coutts  and  Adams,  for  the 

duke  of  York  -  -  20,000 


M38i26* 


[**3] 


171,500 

Special 
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Special  Payments — Among  which  are  : 

1805.  SeP**  24»  Sir  H.  Popham,  grant  of  the  remain¬ 

ing  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fhip  Etrufco,  £,  s.  d. 
at  his  majefty’s  difpofal  -  -  21,610  o  7 

1794.  Dec.  13.  Lieutenant-governor  Browne,  gra¬ 
tuity  for  feizing  the  brig  Hannah,  on  a 
voyage  from  Bourdeaux  to  Philadelphia  2,273  12  10 

1799.  Mar.  14.  Rev.  W,  B.  Daniels,  reward  for  giv¬ 

ing  information  relative  to  an  illegal  cap¬ 
ture  -  -  -  575  4  10 

1800.  No.  7.  Ditto  —  Ditto  —  Ditto  -  3,622  3  5 

1801.  Jan,  23.  R.  Thatcher,  gratuity  for  evidence 

given  by  him  relative  to  an  illegal  capture  87  1 3  7 

- - -  May  13.  Rev.  W.  B,  Daniels,  expences  in  pro¬ 
curing  the  condemnation  of  a  flip  and  cargo  1,000  o  o 

-  Sept.  30.  S,  Bayley  and  T.  Hunt,  reward  for 

feizing  the  fhip  Thomas  in  the  river  Shannon  1,000  q  o 

1806,  Aug.  21.  C.  Anderfon,  efq.  compenfation  for 

the  lofs  of  the  flip  Lapwing,  captured  by 
the  Spaniards  the  day  after  hoftilities  fhould 
have  ceafed,  but  ordered  to  be  reftored, 
which  was  not  effe&ed  before  the  re-com¬ 
mencement  of  hoftilities  -  .  15,865  6  6 

1805,  Jan,  1.  Indemnification  to  fundry  commanders, 
on  account  of  fhips  carried  into  Cape  Nicola 
Mole,  and  illegally  condemned  -  54,921  8  9 


Statement  of  the  gold  and  fiver  coined  in  England  during  every  reign  from 
the  Ref  or  at  ion  to  the  z^th  of  March,  1810,  extracted  from  authentic 
documents : 


By  Charles  II. 

By  J  ames  II. 

By  Anne  -  - 

By  George  I. 

By  George  II.  Gold  11,662,2161, 

Silver  304,3601. 

The  great  re-coinage  of  gold  between  23d  Auguft, 
1773,  and  the  end  of  1777,  amounted  1020,447,002!. 
From  the  commencement  of  the  reign  to  Auguft  1773, 
there  were  coined  about  io,ooo,ocol.  making— 

By  George  III,  before  the  31ft  December,  1780'— 

Gold  30,457,805!.;  Silver  7, 1  20I. : — 30,464,93  il.  From 
1780  to  the  end  of  1802 — Gold  33,3 10,8321. ;  Silver 
56,473b  33,367,305b  From  1802  to  25th  March, 

1810, — Gold  2,446,253!.  -  - 


£.7,524,105 

2>737>637 

2,691,62 6 
8,725,92! 

11,966,576 


66,2  77,489 


Total  gold  and  filver  coined  fince  the  Reftoration  99,923,354 

Amount 


£> 
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Amount  of  Bank  of  England  Notes  in  circulation  on  the  7th  and  12th 

days  of  January,  1809  and  1810: 


Bank  Notes  of  5/, 

Bank  Pofi 

and  upwards . 

Bills .  " 

1809.  January  7. 

I  1,718,010 

796,250 

12. 

14,077,780 

825,580 

1810.  January  7. 

I3>OI3>79° 

8  3 1 , 1 60 

12 

14,668,640 

884, 120 

Bank  Notes 
under  5/. 

4., 241 ,420 
4,305,920 
5,663,080 
5,854,170 


An  account  of  all  the  Dollars  iffued  by  the  Bank  of  England,  to  the 

8th  day  of  February,  1810  inclulive  : 

Dollars  damped  in  the  year,  17974  and  iffued  -  2,325,099 

Ditto  damped  in  the  year  1804,  and  iffued  -  1,419,484 

Ditto  damped  in  the  years  1809  and  1810,  and  iffued  1,073,051 


Dollars  41817,634 


The  quantity  of  Jtrong  beer  brewed  by  the  firft  twelve  houfes  in  the  London 
P orter  brew ery , from  the  5th  of  July ,  1809,  to  the  &th  of  Julyy  1810  : 


Barrels.  Barrels. 

Barclay,  Perkins,  and  Co,  235,053  Combe  and  Co.  85,150 

Meux,  Read,  and  Co.  211,009  Brown  and  Parry  84,475 

Truman,  Hanbury,  andCo.  1 44,990  doodwin,  Skinner, and  Co,  74,223 
Felix  Calvert,  and  Co.  133J491  Elliott  and  Co.  57,251 

Whitbread  and  Co.  JIO>939  Taylor  -  44,51.0 

Henry  Meux  and  Co,  93>66o  Clowes  and  Co,  4D594 


% 


1*  1 4] 
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« 

An  Account  of  the  Value  of  all  Imports  into ,  and 
of  all  Exports  from  Great  Britain ,  for  Three  Years , 
ending  the  5th  of  January ,  1811. 


Official  value  of  Imports. 

Official  value  of  Exports. 

From 
Europe, 
Africa  and 
America. 

From 

Eaft  Indies 
and 
China. 

Britilh 
Produce  and 
Manufac¬ 
tures. 

Foreign 

Merchan¬ 

dize. 

Year  ending 

5  th  January, 

1 809... . 

£. 

23, 780,704 

3°j4°9*384 

36,422,142 

£, 

5,848,649 

3>363*°25 

* 

£. 

26,691,962 

35>1°4*I32 

34*940*55° 

£. 

7,862,305 

15*182,768 

IO>945*3°9 

1 810 . . 

181 1. ......... 

AW.  The  value  of  Britilh  produce  and  manu¬ 
factures  exported  from  Great  Britain,  according 
to  the  average  prices  current,  and  declarations 
of  the  exporters,  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of 
January,  181 1,  amounted  to  . . .  .£49,975,634 


*  The  account  of  imports  from  the  Eaft  Indies  and  China  cannot  yet  be  given. 


Cuftom  Houfe ,  London ,  1 
2$d  March  y  1811.  j 


WILLIAM  IRVING, 
InfpeClor  General  of  Imports  and  Exports 
of  Great  Britain. 


An 
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An  Account  of  the  Value  of  all  Imports  into ,  and  all 
Exports  from  Ireland,  for  three  Years ,  ending  the  5th 
of  January,  1 8 1 1 . 


Official  Value  of 
Imports. 

Official  Value  of 

Irilh.  Produce  and 
Manufactures  ex¬ 
ported. 

Foreign  and  Co¬ 
lonial  Merchan¬ 
dize  exported. 

Year  ending  5th 
Jan.  1809  - 

- -  1810 

— —  1 8 1 1 

J  •  d • 

7^29,057  11  i| 

|  5  1 

16,564,5:78  8  o\ 

®  S  @ 

5,696,897  5  si 

S, 408,910  19  9! 
5,471,012  15  o| 

£,  r.  d . 

235>694  6  n| 

330,933  5  4 

627,472  16  iof 

Note.-—  The  real  value  of  Irifh  Produce  and 
Manufactures  exported  in  the  year  ending  the 
5th  January,  1811,  computed  at  the  Average 
Prices  Current,  amounted  to  ••••••••*•••••••  £.  10,781,050  8  11 


Quftom  Houfe,  Dublin ,  1 
zd  March,  1 8 1 1  *  > 


H.  B.  HAUTENVILLE, 
InfpeCtor  General  of  Imports  and  Exports* 
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An  Account  of  the  Ordinary  Revenue  and  Extraordinary  Refources 


HEADS  OB"  REVENUE. 

Ordinary  Revenue. 

Cufloms  . . . 

Excife  . . . . 

Stamps . . . 

Poll  Office . 

Poundage  Fees.... . . 

Pells  Fees.. . 

Cafualties  . 

Total  ordinary  Revenue 
Extraordinary  Resources. 
Gain  by  Exchange  on  Sums  received 

from  Great  Britain  . 

From  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Navy, 
on  account  of  Advances  made  by 
feveral  Collectors  in  Ireland,  for 

Seamen’s  Wages,  &c.  . . 

F  rom  the  Pay  mailer- General,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  Advances  made  by  feve¬ 
ral  Collectors  in  Ireland,  for  Half- 
Pay  to  reduced  Officers,  and  Pen. 
fions  to  Officers’  Widows  on  Bri- 

tifh  Eftablifhment  . . 

From  Great  Britain,  on  account  of 
the  Profit  of  Lotteries  of  1809  ... 
From  feveral  County  Treafurers,  paid 
to  feveral  Revenue  Collectors,  on 
account  of  Advances  made  by  the 
Treafury  for  inrolling  the  Militia 
From  feveral  County  Treafurers,  paid 
to  feveral  Revenue  Collectors,  on 
account  of  Deficiencies  in  the  Army 

of  Referve . . . . 

Other  Monies  paid  to  the  Public  ... 
Appropriated  Duties  for 
Local  Objects. 

Linen  Manufacture  . . . 

Improvement  of  Dublin  . . . 

Repairs  of  the  Royal  Exchange  and 

Commercial  Buildings. . 

Lagan  Navigation  . . . 

Inns  of  Court  . . 

Total,  independent  of  the  Loans  £ 
Loans  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  in  the 
Year  ended  the  5  th  of  Jan.  1811... 


Rate  per  Cen¬ 
tum  for  which 


Grofs  Receipt  with- 

the  Grofs 

in  the  Year. 

Revenue  was 

collected. 

<3^  •  S  •  (/• 

£«  s.  d . 

2,206,301  9  11J 

20  3  si 

1,976,998  0  0 

14  1  8 

716,740  1  9! 

7  9  °i 

l9  5>53*  9  2 

5 1  1 2  6j 

26,240  0  3! 

—  - —  — 

5>247  '9 

— -  —  — . 

3.551  1  °h 

- — 

5,130,61°  2  si 

—— 1  -  - - 

3.389  1  7z 

— -  —  - — 

48,060  17  9 

1 

2,750  19  2 

188,951  7  8 

7.34°  9  5 

— 

00 

Hi 

>— 1 

O 

KXh-* 

10,960  15  IQ 

— — —  — - 

'.7 33  «5  0 

. _ ,  _  _ 

4,705  6  10 

—  —  — 

2,888  3  4 

— - - 

5,402,212  3  9| 

—  . —  __ 

J»6?3  357  7  6? 

- - 

11,055,769  II  4 

- - — ■ 

Grand  Total  ......  £ 

Treafury  Chambers,  February  ztd}  181 1. 
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eonjiituting  the  Public  Income  of  Ireland ,  for  the  Y ear  1 8lO. 


Charges 

Drawbacks,  Ma¬ 

nagement,  &c.  beinc 

[Net  Produce,  appli- 

Rate  })er  Cen¬ 

tum  for  which 

of 

Management. 

the  total  Payment: 
out  of  the  grofs 
Revenue. 

a  IV  i^l  CH1UOUX 

Obje&s,  including 
Balances  of  1809. 

the  Net 
Revenue  was 
collected. 

S »  it , # 

^ *  S  a  </• 

afi .  s» 

d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

445,076  18  3* 

713,966  0  6f 

1,668,497  4 

4-1 

25 

5  4  i 

278>+32  7  Jj 

472,545  10  84 

2,276,610  8 

2S 

16 

7  JOt'j 

53,050  14  2| 

77,826  13  Hi 

753,882  11 

81 

8 

I  of 

1 °o*947  3 

117,639  16  104 

117,614  18 

1 1 

106 

>4  6|, 

-  - 4  - - 

—  _  — 

26,240  0 

5l 

- -  - -  - — . 

—  —  — 

5,247  19 

iof 

| 

—  -  — 

—  — 

3>S5'  1 

Ot 

f 

877>5°7  3  >o$ 

^381,978  2  j  | 

4,851,644  3 

1  of 

—  —  - 

— -  — -  - — 

3*3^9  1 

7l 

V  ■■ 

li 

—  —  — 

—  —  — 

48,060  17 

9 

■ -  -  - ■ 

2,750  19 

2 

* 

**—  — ■  — 

— —  —  — 

i88>9S  1  7 

8 

! 

-  - -  ’ - 

■ —  ■ — ■  — 

20,852  5 

4 

J 

.  _  m 

*>375  7 

©I 

4 

7*34°  9 

5 

' 

7  18  2 

1,044  7 

io| 

i 

10,960  18 

4 

- - -  - -  - 

4 

2,101  10 

2 

174  I  I* 

r,397  9  11 

3,342  16  11* 

• —  — —  — 

2,888  3 

4 

877,68!  5  9i, 

D383»38:t  10  2* 

5,144,702  8 

5l- 

-  —  - 

—  —  — 

?>6sm?7  7 

6i 

1  877,681  5  9f 

,1.-1  *  ■  ■  l,u.  ■  ■  1 

D 383, 3 83  IO  2\ 

10,798,259  16  ©| 

G.  CAVENDISH. 

Vol,  UI.  or  Vol,  X,  New  Series.  [Z  /] 
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PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE  of  IRELAND  for  the  Year  1810, 


Heads  of  Kxpkndituhe. 

I,  For  Intereft  on  the  Funded  Debi 

of  Ireland,  including  Annuities 
for  Lives  and  Terms  of  Years: 
alfo  17.  per  Cent,  for  the  Reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Capital  created  by 
Loans  fince  1797 

Tor  Charges  of  Management  thereon 

There  was  alfo  applied  towards  the 
Reduftion  of  the  National  Debt 

Whereof  was  applied  towards  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt 

Total,  on  Account  of  Intereft  •  *  • 

Ditto  for  Charge  of  Management. 

Ditto  on  Account  of  the  Redudtion 
of  the  National  Debt 

II.  The  Intereft  on  Exchequer  Bills 

III.  IAues  for  the  feparate  Service 
of  Ireland* ... . . 

IV.  Blues  from  appropriated  Funds 
for  Local  purpofes  ..... . . 

f  Civil  Lift  . . 

V. -J  Penfions . 

{_Other  Permanent  Charges 

VI.  Payments  in  Anticipation  of 
Exchequer  Receipts :  viz. 

Bounties  from  Cuftoms 

- - - — — -Excite. . 


Sums. 


oes  o  «  *  s  « 


Militia  and  Deferters  Warrants,  &c 

VII.  Ordnance . •  . .  •  < 

VIII.  Armys  Ordinary  Service,  viz. 

'■  Regulars,  Militia,  and  Volunteer 

Corps  . . 

Commiftariat  Eftablifhment  ..., 

Barracks  . . * . 

Staff  Officers  and  Officers  of  Garri 

fons  . . 

Half  Pay,  Supernumerary,  and  re 

tired  Officers* . . 

Officers’  Widows  •••••» . 

Royal  Hofpital,  Kilmainhaim  *  • 
Public  Offices,  their  Deputies, 
Clerks,  and  contingent  Expences 


Extraordinary  Service 


IX.  Mifcellaneous  Services 
Laftly,  Vote  of  Credit 


0  $  •  d 

3,979,540  6  2f 

®  a  e  » 

18,450  1  Ilf 

67,635  8  4 

4,047,175  14  6f 

1,286,144  1  6f 

2,761,031  13  0 

18,450  1  Ilf 

1,286,144  1  6f 

«  ®  e  « 

e  «  •  e 

•  •  •  ® 

a  ®  •  o 

•  •  •  ® 

147,822  2  6f 

®  ®  •  • 

85,038  11  5 

a  •  •  t 

107,011  16  8f 

41,835  14  If 

12,649  10  8f 

54,485  4  10 

•  •  •  •. 

/ 

131,829  7  If 

■a  ©  a  © 

•  •  •  • 

e  ©  ®  © 

1,964,769  19  lOf 

•  ®  «  © 

134,354  6  4f 

•  •  a  9 

483,346  7  9f 

•  •  •  • 

59,311  18  6 

o  o  •  e 

23,439  1 1  8f 

•  •  •  • 

4,131  5  6f 

•  •  •  9 

71,941  10  lOf 

•  •  •  « 

9,239  1  9f 

2,750,534  2  5 

«  «  •  • 

190,917  14  6f 

2,941,451  16  Ilf 

•  •  •  ® 

55,172  13  2f 

*  ©  ♦  o 

169,804  9  8 

at. 


d- 


4,065,625  16  5f 
32,118  13  0 

1,965,821  2  10 

21,813  18  6 


429,872  10  81 


186,314  11  Ilf 
525,404  17  7 1 


4,768,021  0  If 


Treasury  Chambers,  Dublin  Castle, 
1st  March,  1811. 


Total* .  •  •  of!  10,853,400  10  Ilf 


G.  CAVENDISH. 
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General  View  of  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine ,  exhibiting  the  Extent ,  Population , 
and  Revenue ,  of  each  of  the  States  of  which  it  is  ccmpofedy  and  alfo  its  Con¬ 
tingent  of  Proops, 


STATES  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION. 

Exent  in 
Geogra- 
pliical 
Square 
Miles. 

POPULATION. 

REVENUE 

Contingent 
ofTroops to 
*e  furnished 
to  France. 

Dom.  of  the  Prince  Primage  •  • 

43 

I  70,000 

£. 

136,364 

968 

Kingdom  of  Bavaria . 

1,636 

3>23G57Q 

1,81 8, 1 82 

30,000 

Ditto  Wirtemberg  . . 

330 

1,183,000 

727,273 

I  2,000 

Ditto  Saxony . . 

723 

2,085,47  6 

1,272,727 

20,000 

Djuchy  of  Warfaw . 

1,851 

2,277,000 

727>273 

30,000 

Kingdom  of  Weliphalia  •••••• 

7>7 

i>9!  2*3°3 

1,272,727 

25,000 

Gran4  Duchy  of  Baden 

275 

922,649 

590,909 

8,000 

Ditto  Berg . .  •  • 

3 10 

932,000 

500,000 

5,000 

Ditto  Hefle  . . .  •  • 

206 

560,000 

290,909 

4,000 

Ditto  Wlirtzburg . »  •  •  •  • 

96 

280,000 

218,182 

2,000 

Duchy  of  Naffau  Ufingen  *  •  •  • 
Prin.  of  Naifau  Wielburg  •  •  •  • 

65 

4° 

1  66,000 1 
105,000  J 

1 5  4* 1 45 

1,680 

Ditto  Hohenzollern  Hechingen 

6 

14,000 

5  >45  4 

97 

33i tto  Hohenzollern  Sigmaring 

10 

39,000 

17,273 

i93 

Ditto  Salm-Salm  »••••••••. 

20 

37, ooo 

13*6361 

Ditto  Salm-Kyrburg  ••••••  • . 

10 

1 8,000 

7.273  f 

323 

Ditto  Ifenburg  . . 

12 

42,000 

22,727 

291 

Duchy  ©f  Aremberg . *  •  • 

5° 

60,000 

27*273 

379 

Principality  of  Lichtenftein  •  • 

zl 

6,500 

3*636 

40 

Ditto  Leyen  ••••••  • 

5,000 

3*091 

29 

Duchy  of  Saxe-Gotha  . 

Ditto  Saxe-Weimar  ••••••.. 

54 

180,000 

1 1 8, 1 82 

1, 100 

36 

1 10,000 

90,909 

800 

Ditto  Saxe-Meinungen . 

18 

40,000 

31*818 

•300 

Ditto  Saxe-ffildburghaufen  •  • 

1 1 

33)°°o 

13*636 

200 

Ditto  Saxe-Coburg  . . 

*9 

60,000 

36,364 

400 

Prin.  of  Anhalt-Bemburgh  •  . 

16 

35,200 

31,818 

240 

Ditto  Anhalt-Koethen  * . 

15 

30,000 

2  7* 2  74 

210 

Ditto  Anhalt-Deflau  • « . . 

*7 

52,000 

40,000 

35° 

Ditto  Lippe-Detmold  •  . . 

25 

7°,5°° 

22,727 

500 

Ditto  Lippe-Schaumburgh*  •  •  • 

10 

20,500 

7*  27  3 

150 

Due.  of  Mecklenburg.  Schwerin 

326 

328,636 

163,636 

1,900 

Ditto  Mecklenburg-Strelitz  •  • 

48 

70,000 

48, 182 

400 

Prin.  of  Reuss-Eberfdorf  •  •  • . 

6 

i'8,ooo 

7*27  3 

100 

Ditto  Reuss-Graitz  . 

Ditto  Reuss-Lobenftein ...... 

7 

6 

25,000 

1 8,000 

10,909 

10,000 

ll7 

108 

Ditto  Reuss-Schleitz . 

H 

1 8,000 

9>°9I 

1 25 

Ditto  Schwarzburg-Rudolftadt 

22 

56,000 

32,727 

325 

Ditto  Schwarzburg  -  Sonderf- 

23 

58,000 

31,818 

325 

22 

I  48,000 

31*  8 1 S 

400 

Ditto  Holliein  Oldenburg  •  •  •  • 

97 

160,000 

78, 1 82 

800 

Total, 

7>o89i 

1 5*477*334 

18, 6  5"  3,09 1 

1 48,850 

[  M3  ] 
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t.  His  Maj rflyys  Speeches  at  the 
opening  and  concluding  the  Sef- 
Jion  of  Parliament . 

At  the  opening  of  Parliament) 
Jan *  23,  1810. 

1VT Y  Lords  and  Gentlemen,— 
J-vJ_  His  majefty  commands  us 
to  exprefs  to  you  his  deep  regret 
that  the  exertions  of  the  Emperor 
of  Auftria  againft  the  ambition  and 
violence  of  France  have  proved 
unavailing,  and  that  his  imperial 
majefty  has  been  compelled  to  aban¬ 
don  the  conteft,  and  to  conclude  a 
difadvantageous  peace.  Although 
the  war  was  undertaken  by  that 
monarch  without  encouragement 
on  the  part  of  his  majefty,  every 
effort  was  made  for  the  afiiftance  of 
Auftria  which  his  majefty  deemed 
eonfiftent  with  the  due  fupport  of 
his  allies,  and  with  the  welfare  and 
intereft  of  his  own  dominions. — An 
attack  upon  the  naval  armaments 
and  eftablifhments  in  the  Scheldt, 
afforded  at  once  the  profpeft  of  de- 
ftroy  ing  a  growing  force,  which  was 
daily  becoming  more  formidable  to 
the  fecurityof  this  country,  and  of 
diverting  the  exertions  of  France 
from  the  important  objects  of  rein¬ 
forcing  her  armies  on  the  Danube, 


and  of  controlling  the  fpirit  of 
reftftance  in  the  north  of  Germany. 
Thefe  confideratioris  determined 
his  majefty  to  employ  his  forces!  in 
art  expedition  to  the  Scheldt. — - 
Although  the  principal  ends  of  this 
expedition  have  not  been  attained, 
his  majefty  confidently  hopes  that 
advantages,  materially  affeCfing 
the  fecurity  of  his  majefty's  domi¬ 
nions  in  the  further  profecution  of 
the  war,  will  be  found  to  refult 
from  the  demolition  of  the  docks 
and  arfenals  at  Flufhing.  This 
important  objeCl  his  majefty  was 
enabled  to  accomplifh,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  reduction  of  theifland 
of  Walcheren,  by  the  valour  of  his 
fleets  and  armies. — -His  majefty 
has  given  directions  that  fuch  do¬ 
cuments  and  papers  fhould  be  laid 
before  you  as  he  truftg  will  afford 
fatisfaftory  information  upon  the 
fubjeCl  of  this  expedition. — We 
have  it  in  command  to  ftate  to  yout 
that  his  majefty  had  uniformly 
notified  to  Sweden  his  majefty ’s 
decided  wifh,  that  in  determining 
upon  the  queftion  of  peace  or  war 
with  France,  and  other  continental 
powers,  fhe  fhould  be  guided  by 
conftderations  refulting  from  her 
own  fituation  and  interefts.  While 
his  majefty  therefore  laments  that 
[L  l  3]  Sweden 
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Sweden  fhould  have  found  it  ne« 
ceft’ary  to  purchafe  peace  by  con- 
fiderable  facrifices,  h'13  majefty 
cannot  complain  that  {he  has  con¬ 
cluded  it  without  his  majefty’s  par¬ 
ticipation.  It  is  his  majefty’s  ear¬ 
ned:  wifh  that  no  event  may  occur 
to  occafion  the  interruption  of  ihofe 
relations  of  amity  which  it  is  the 
defire  of  his  majefty,  and  the  inter- 
eft  of  both  countries  to  preferve. — • 
We  have  it  further  in  command  to 
communicate  to  you,  that  the 
efforts  of  his  majefty  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Portugal  have  been  pow¬ 
erfully  aided  by  the  confidence 
which  the  Prince  regent  has  repofed 
in  his  Majefty,  and  by  the  co-ope¬ 
ration  of  the  local  government, 
and  of  the  people  of  that  country. 
The  expulfion  of  the  French  from 
Portugal,  by  his  Majefty’s  forces 
under  Lieutenant-General  Lord 
Vifcount  Wellington,  and  the  glo¬ 
rious  victory  obtained  by  him  at 
Talavera,  contributed  to  check  the 
prog'refs  of  the  French  arms  in  the 
peninfula  during  the  late  campaign. 
His  Majefty  direCts  us  toftate  that 
the  Spanifh  government,  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  King 
Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  has  deter¬ 
mined  to  aflemble  the  general  and 
extraordinary  Cortes  of  the  na¬ 
tion  :  his  Majefty  trufts  that  this 
meafure  will  give  frefh  animation 
and  vigour  to  the  councils  and  the 
arms  of  Spain,  and  fuccefs fully  di¬ 
rect  the  energies  and  fpirit  of  the 
Spanifh  people  to  the  maintenance 
of  their  legitimate  monarchy,  and 
to  the  ultimate  deliverance  of  their 
country.  The  moft  important  con- 
fiderations  of  policy  and  good 
faith  require,  that  as  long  as  this 
o-reat  caufe  can  be  maintained  with 
a  profpeCl  of  fuccefs,  it  fhould  be 
Supported,  according  to  the  nature 


and  circumftances  of  the  confeft, 
by  the  ftrenuous  and  continued  af» 
ftftanceof  the  power  and  refources 
of  his  Majefty’s  dominions  ;  and 
his  Majefty  relies  on  the  aid  of 
his  parliament  in  his  anxious  en¬ 
deavours  to  fruftrate  the  attempts 
of  France  againft  the  independence 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  againft 
the  happinefs  and  freedom  of  thofe 
loyal  and  refolute  nations.  His 
Majefty  commands  us  to  acquaint 
you,  that  the  intercourfe  between 
his  Majefty’s  minifter  in  America 
and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  been  fuddenly  and  unex¬ 
pectedly  interrupted.  His**  Ma¬ 
jefty  fincerely  regrets  this  event  : 
he  has  however  received  the  ftrong- 
eft  affurances  from  the  American 
minifter  refident  at  this  court,  that 
the  United  States  are  defirous  of 
maintaining  friendly  relations  be¬ 
tween  the twocountries.  Thisdefire 
will  be  met  by  a  correfponding  dif- 
pofition  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, — Llis  Majefty  has  di¬ 
rected  us  to  inform  you,  that  he 
has  ordered  the  eftimates  for  the 
current  year  to  be  laid  before  you  : 
bis  Majefty  has  directed  them  to 
be  formed  with  all  the  attention  to 
economy  which  the  fupport  of  his 
allies  and  the  fecurity  of  his  do¬ 
minions  will  permit.  And  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  relies  upon  your  zeal  and 
loyalty  to  afford  him  fuch  fupplies 
as  may  be  neceflary  for  thofe  effen- 
tial  objeCts.  He  commands  us  to 
exprefs  how  deeply  he  regrets  the 
prefture  upon  his  fubjefts,  which 
the  protraCted  continuance  of  the 
war  renders  inevitable. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,— 
We  are  commanded  by  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  exprefs  his  hopes  that  you 
will  refume  the  confederation  of  the 

ft  ate 
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ft  ate  of  the  inferior  clergy,  and 
adopt  fuch  further  meafures  upon 
this  interefting  fubjett  as  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  you  to  be  proper.  We  have 
it  further  in  command  to  hate  to 
you  that  the  accounts  which  will 
be  laid  before  you  of  the  trade  and 
revenue  of  the  country  will  be 
found  highly  fatisfaclory.  What¬ 
ever  temporary  and  partial  incon¬ 
venience  may  have  refulted  from 
the  meafures  which  were  dire&ed 
by  France  againft  thofe  great 
fources  of  our  profperity  and 
ftrength,  thofe  meafures  have 
wholly  failed  of  producing  any 
permanent  or  general  effeft.  The 
inveterate  hoftility  of  our  enemy 
continues  to  be  dire&ed  againft 
this  country  with  unabated  ani- 
mofity  and  violence.  To  guard 
the  fecurity  of  his  majefty ’s  do¬ 
minions,  and  to  defeat  the  defigns 
which  are  meditated  againft  us  and 
our  allies,  will  require  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  vigilance,  fortitude,  and 
perfeverance.  In  every  difficulty 
and  danger,  his  Majefty  confi¬ 
dently  trulls  that  he  (hall  derive 
the  moft  effectual  fupport,  under 
the  continued  blefling  of  Divine 
Providence,  from  the  wifdom  of 
his  parliament,  the  valour  of  his 
forces,  and  the  fpirit  and  determi¬ 
nation  of  his  people. 


His  Majefty* s  Speech  at  the  conclu - 
ft  on  of  the  SeJJion . 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,— His 
Majefty  has  commanded  us  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  that,  as  the  public  bu- 
finefs  is  now  concluded,  he  thinks 
it  proper  to  put  an  end  to  the  pre. 
fent  feffion  of  parliament. 

We  arc  commanded  by  bis  Ma. 
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jefty  to  exprefs  the  fatisfaftion  he 
derives  from  the  redu&ion  of  the 
ifland  of  Guadaloupe  by  his  Ma¬ 
jefty 's  arms ;  an  event  which  for 
the  firft  time  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
wars  of  Great  Britain,  has  wrefted 
from  France  all  her  pofieflions  in 
that  quarter  of  the  world ;  and 
which,  together  with  the  fubfe- 
quent  capture  of  the  only  colonies 
in  the  Weft  Indies  which  remained 
in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Dutch,  has 
deprived  his  Majefty’s  enemies  of 
every  port  in  thofe  Teas  from  which 
the  interefts  of  his  Majefty,  or  the 
commerce  of  his  fubjedts,  can  be 
molefted. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,- — His  Majefty  has  com¬ 
manded  us  to  thank  you  for  the 
liberal  and  ample  fupplies  which 
you  have  granted  for  the  fervicea 
of  the  prefen t  year. 

His  Majefty  deeply  regrets  the 
neceftary  extent  of  the  demands 
which  thofe  fervices  have  created  % 
but  we  are  commanded  to  exprefs 
to  you  the  confolation  which  he 
has  derived  from  obferving  that 
the  refources  of  the  country,  ma¬ 
il  i  felling  themfelves  by  every  mark 
of  profperity,  by  a  revenue  in- 
creafing  in  almoft  all  its  branches* 
and  by  a  commerce  extending  it” 
felf  in  new  channels,  and  with  an 
increafed  vigour  in  proportion  as 
the  enemy  has  in  vain  attempted  td 
deftroy  it,  have  enabled  you  to 
provide  for  the  ex pences  of  the 
year  without  impofmg  the  burden 
of  any  new  taxation  on  Great 
Britain  ;  and  that,  while  the 
taxes  which  have  been  neceflarily 
reforted  to  for  Ireland,  have  been 
impofed  upon  articles  which  will 
not  interfere  with  the  growing 
profperity  of  that  country,  you 
have  found  it  conftftent  with  a  due 
[L  l  4]  regard 
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regard  to  its  finances  to  diminifti 
fome  of  thofe  burdens,  and  relax 
fume  of  thofe  regulations  of  reve¬ 
nue,  which  had  been  felt  the  moft: 
inconvenient  in  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom. 

His  Majefty  further  commands 
us  to  return  you  his  thanks  for  the 
provifion  which  you  have  enabled 
him  to  make  for  the  eftablifhment 
of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, — 
His  Majefty  has  directed  us  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  that  Portugal,  ref- 
cued  from  the  oppreftion  of  the 
enemy,  by  the  powerful  afliftance 
of  his  Majefty’s  arms,  has  exerted 
herfelf  with  vigour  and  energy  in 
making  every  preparation  for  re¬ 
pelling,  with  the  continued  aid  of 
his  Majefty’s  forces,  any  renewed 
attack  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  that  in  Spain,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  reverfes  which  have  been 
experienced,  thefpirit  of  refiftance 
againft  France  ftill  continues  un» 
fubdued  and  unabated :  and  his 
Majefty  commands  us  to  affure 
you  of  his  firm  and  unaltered  con¬ 
viction,  that  not  only  the  honour 
of  his  throne,  but  the  beft  inter- 
efts  of  his  dominions,  require  his 
moft  ftrenuous  and  perfevering  af- 
fiftance  to  the  glorious  efforts  of 
thofe  loyal  nations. 

His  Majefty  has  commanded  us 
to  recommend  to  you,  upon  your 
return  to  your  refpe&ive  counties, 
to  ufe  your  beft  exertions  to  pro¬ 
mote  that  fpirit  of  order  and  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  laws,  and  that  ge¬ 
neral  concord  amongft  all  clafles 
of  his  Majefty ’s  fubjeefts,  which 
can  alone  give  full  effect  to  his 
Majefty ’s paternal  care  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  and  happinefs  of  his  people. 
His  Majefty  has  the  fiilleft  reliance 


upon  the  affections  of  his  fubje&s, 
whofe  loyalty  and  attachment  have 
hitherto  fupported  him  through 
that  long  and  eventful  period  du¬ 
ring  which  it  has  pleafed  Divine 
Providence  to  commit  the  interefts 
of  thefe  dominions  to  his  charge. 
His  Majefty  feels  that  the  prefer- 
vation  of  domeftic  peace  and  tran¬ 
quillity,  under  the  protection  of 
the  law,  and  obedience  to  its  au¬ 
thority,  is  amongft  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  duties  he  owes  to  his 
people. 

His  Majefty  commands  us  to  af- 
fure  you,  that  he  will  not  be  want¬ 
ing  in  the  difeharge  of  that  duty  ; 
and  his  Majefty  will  always  rely 
with  confidence  on  the  continued 
fupport  of  his  loyal  fubjects,  to 
enable  him  to  refill  with  fuccefs  the 
defigns  of  foreign  enemies,  and  to 
tranfmit  unimpaired  to  pofterity 
the  bleffings  of  the  Britilh  confti- 
tution. 


PROTEST. 

The  following  Proteji  has  been  en¬ 
tered  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords ,  againjl  the  Vote  of 
Thanks  to  Lieut. -general  Lord 
Wellington : 

Diflentient, 

i.  Becaufe,  in  the  battle  of  Ta- 
lavera,  though  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  by  thofe  fplendid  proofs  of 
difeipline  and  valour  which  his 
Majefty’s  troops  have  never  failed 
to  difplay  ;  we  cannot  recognife 
thofe  unequivocal  characterises  of 
vi<tory,  which  can  alone  form  an 
adequate  title  to  the  thanks  of  this 
houfe  :  on  the  contrary,  the  Britifh 
army  appears  to  have  been  impro- 
vidently  led  into  a  fituation,  in 

which 
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which  the  repulfe  of  the  enemy, 
effected  with  a  great  lofs,  produced 
neither  fecurity  from  a  fubfequent 
attack,  nor  relief  from  the  diftrefs 
under  which  our  brave  troops  were 
fufFering ;  and  was  immediately 
followed  by  the  neceffity  of  a  pre¬ 
cipitate  retreat,  whereby  our 
wounded  were  left  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

2.  Becaufe,  by  voting  the  thanks 
of  this  houfe  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
we  diminifh  the  value  of  the  mod 
honourable  reward  we  have  it  in 
our  power  to  confer  ;  whilft  we  in¬ 
ch  redly  fandion  the  propriety  of 
that  elevation  to  the  honours  of 
the  peerage,  with  which  his  Ma- 
jefty,  without  inquiry,  was  ad. 
vifed  to  mark  his  approbation 
of  the  commander  of  his  army  in 
Spain,  at  a  time  when  his  mini- 
fters  were  informed  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  confluences  which  might 
be  expeded  to  follow,  and,  in 
fad,  did  follow,  that  dear-bought 
fuccefs. 

Grey, 

Lauderdale. 


V  rot  eft  agairft  the  Eaft  Iudia  Com~ 
panj's  Loan  Bill , 

Diffentient, 

Becaufe  to  us  it  appears,  that 
before  palling  this  bill  into  a  law, 
the  opinion  of  the  judges  on  the 
legality  of  the  Eaft  India  compa¬ 
ny’s  declaring  a  dividend  in  the 
prefent  ftateof  their  affairs  is  highly 
defirable.  For  whilft  we  know, 
from  the  accounts  on  the  table  of 
the  houfe,  that  they  have  conti* 
nued  to  divide  annually  ten  and  a 
half  per  cent,  on  their  capital  ftock, 
we  are  convinced -that  the  Houfe  of 


Commons  would  not  have  aban¬ 
doned  the  wife  and  prudent  fyftenl 
they  had  formerly  purfued,  when 
in  chapter  64  of  the  13  th  of 
George  the  Third,  they  limited 
the  dividend  on  the  company’s 
ftock  to  fix  per  cent,  till  the  fum 
of  1,400,000/.  advanced  to  re¬ 
lieve  them  from  difficulties  fimilar 
to  thofe  they  now  experience,  was? 
repaid,  had  they  not  thought  it 
unneceftary,  feeing  that,  in  their 
opinion,  the  Eaft  India  Company- 
are,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  their 
affairs,  by  law  precluded  from  af- 
figning  to  the  proprietors  any  divi¬ 
dend  on  their  capital  ftock. 

Secondly,  becaufe  the  doubt  that 
muft  naturally  arife  on  the  right  of 
the  company  to  declare  a  dividend,- 
from  the  difference  of  opinion  thus 
difclofcd  to  us  by  the  conduH  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  by 
the  provifions  of  the  bill  fent  up 
by  the  commons,  are  greatly  in- 
creafed  by  the  following  confidera- 
tions  : 

Firft,  The  accounts  of  ftock  per 
computation  on  the  table  of  this 
houfe — ift  of  March,  1806  ;  ift 
March,  1807  >  ift  March,  1808; 
and  ift  March,  1809;  far  from 
lhewing  any  profit,  after  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  bills  of  exchange  accepted, 
and  of  debts,  intereft,  and  other 
out-goings,  exhibit  in  that  fhort 
fpace  of  time  a  lofs  to  the  enor¬ 
mous  amount  of  12,571,022/^ 
whilft  by  the  1 1 1  tli  ciaufe  of  the 
33d  of  George  III.  chap.  52,  the 
company  have  only  a  right  to  de¬ 
clare  a  dividend  ft  out  of  their 
profits  in  Great  Britain,  after  pro¬ 
viding  for  payment  of  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  already  accepted  by  the 
company,  as  the  fame  fhall  become 
due,  and  for  the  current  pay¬ 
ment  of  other  debts,  intereft,  and 
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other  out-goings,  charges,  and  ex- 
pences.,> 

Secondly,  Both  the  Eaft  India 
Company  and  the  legiftature  Teem 
to  have  formerly  given  a  moft  de¬ 
cided  opinion  on  this  fubjeCl ;  for 
when,  by  the  65th  chapter  of  the 
2 1  ft  of  George  III,  the  company 
were,  as  at  prefent,  precluded  from 
dividing  the  fum  then  permitted 
by  law,  of  eight  per  cent,  on  their 
capital  ftock,  till  they  had  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  current  payment  of 
intereft,  out-goings,  and  other 
expences  ;  they,  in  the  year  after 
pafling  of  that  ad,  petitioned  to 
be  empowered  by  law  to  divide  the 
faid  fum  of  eight  per  cent,  per 
annum,  notwithftanding  that  their 
net  profits  fell  fhort  of  what  was 
neceftary  to  difcharge  fuch  a  divi¬ 
dend  by  22,023/.  and  parliament 
adually  gave  fuch  powers  in  chap¬ 
ter  51  of  the  2 2d  George  III. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe,  under  thefe 
circumftances,  whatever  may  be 
the  opinion  of  the  judges  concern¬ 
ing  the  right  of  the  company  to 
declare  a  dividend,  it  feems  to  us 
irnperioufty  neceftary,  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  intereft,  that  the  houfe  ihould 
be  in  poftefiion  of  it.  For  if  the 
judges  ftiould  pronounce  it  to  be 
illegal  for  the  company  to  declare 
any  dividend  in  the  prefent  fttua. 
tion  of  their  affairs,  the  authority 
of  fuch  an  opinion  would  prevent 
a  large  portion  of  the  fum  about 
to  be  lent  from  being  illegally 
transferred  into  the  pockets  of  the 
proprietors  of  India  ftock  ;  and 
if,  on  the  contrary,  the  judges 
fhould  declare  that  fuch  a  dividend 
was  legal,  it  would  certainly  fug- 
geft  to  the  houfe  the  propriety  of 
following  the  wife  example  the  le- 
giflature  has  heretofore  given,  by 
introducing  a  claufe  into  the  bill 


now  b<lfbre  them,  for  diminifhing 
the  dividend  to  be  made  to  the 
proprietors,  till  fuch  time  as  the 
money  advanced  fhould  be  repaid 
to  the  public, 

(Signed)  Lauderdale. 


Treaty  of  Amity ,  Commerce ,  and 
Navigation,  between  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty  and  his  Royal  High - 
nefs  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portu- 
. — Signed  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
the  ityth  of  February,  1810. 

In  the  name  of  the  moft  holy 
and  undivided  Trinity.  —  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  King  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal, 
being  equally  animated  with  the 
defire  not  only  of  confolidating 
and  {Lengthening  the  ancient 
friendlhip  and  good  underftanding 
which  fo  happily  fubfift,  and  have, 
during  fo  many  ages,  fubftfted  be¬ 
tween  the  two  crowns,  but  alfo  of 
improving  and  extending  the  be¬ 
neficial  effe&s  thereof  to  the  mu¬ 
tual  advantage  of  their  refpeClive 
fubjedls,  have  thought  that  the 
moft  efficacious  means  for  obtain¬ 
ing  thefe  obje&s  would  be  to 
adopt  a  liberal  fyftem  of  commerce, 
founded  upon  the  bafis  of  recipro¬ 
city  and  mutual  convenience,  which 
by  difcontinuing  certain  prohibi¬ 
tions  and  prohibitory  duties  might 
procure  the  moft  folid  advantages 
on  both  fides  to  the  national  pro¬ 
ductions  and  induftry,  and  give 
due  protection  at  the  fame  time  to 
the  public  revenue,  and  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  fair  and  legal  trade.  For 
this  end,  his  Majefty  the  King  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his  Royal 

Hi  eh  nefs 
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Highnefs  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal,  have  named  for  their 
refpeCtive  commiflioners  and  pleni¬ 
potentiaries,  to  wit,  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  the  moft  illuftrious  and 
moft  excellent  Lord  Percy  Clinton 
Sydney,  Lord  Vifcount  and  Baron 
of  Strangford,  one  of  his  Majefty ’s 
moft  honourable  privy  council, 
knight  of  the  military  order  of  the 
bath,  grand  crofs  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  order  of  the  tower  and  fword, 
and  his  Majefty’s  envoy  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  minifter  plenipotentiary 
at  the  court  of  Portugal,  and  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Regent 
of  Portugal,  the  moft  illuftrious 
and  moft  excellent  Lord  Don  Rod¬ 
rigo  de  Soufa  Coutinho,  count  of 
Linhares,  lord  of  Payalvo,  com¬ 
mander  of  the  order  of  Chrift, 
grand  crofs  of  the  orders  of  St. 
Bento,  and  of  the  tower  and 
fword,  one  of  his  royal  highnelf's 
council  of  ft  ate,  and  his  prin¬ 
cipal  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  de¬ 
partments  of  foreign  affairs  and 
war  ;  who,  after  having  duly  ex¬ 
changed  their  refpeCtive  full  pow¬ 
ers,  and  having  found  them  in 
good  and  due  form,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles. 

Art.  I.  There  lhall  be  a  fincere 
and  perpetual  friendfhip  between 
his  Britannic  Majefty  and  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Regent 
of  Portugal,  and  between  their 
heirs  and  fucceffors  ;  and  there 
lhall  be  a  conftant  and  univerfal 
peace  and  harmony  between  them- 
felves,  their  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
kingdoms,  dominions,  provinces, 
countries,  fubjeCts,  and  vaffals, 
of  whatfoever  quality  or  condi¬ 
tion  they  be,  without  exception  of 
perfon  or  place  ;  and  the  it  filia¬ 
tions  of  this  prefen t  article  lhall, 
Under  the  favour  of  Almighty 
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God,  be  permanent  and  perpe¬ 
tual. 

II.  There  {hall  be  reciprocal  li¬ 
berty  of  commerce  and  navigation 
between  and  amongft  the  refpeCtive 
fubjeCts  of  the  two  high  contract¬ 
ing  parties  in  all  and  feveral  the 
territories  and  dominions  of  either. 
They  may  trade,  travel,  fojourn, 
or  eftablifh  themfelves  in  all  and 
feveral  the  ports,  cities,  towns, 
countries,  provinces,  or  places 
whatfoever  belonging  to  each  and 
either  of  the  two  high  contracting 
parties,  except  and  fave  in  thofe 
from  which  all  foreigners  whatfo¬ 
ever  are  generally  and  pofitively 
excluded,  the  names  of  which 
places  may  be  hereafter  fpecifiediiv 
a  feparate  article  of  this  treaty. 
Provided,  however,  that  it  be 
thoroughly  underftood,  that  any 
place  belonging  to  either  of  the 
two  high  contracting  parties,  which 
may  hereafter  be  opened  to  the 
commerce  of  the  fubjeCts  of  any 
country,  (hall  thereby  be  confidered 
as  equally  opened,  and  upon  cor- 
refpondent  terms,  to  the  fubjeCts  of 
the  other  high  contracting  party,1 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  it  had 
been  exprefsly  ftipulated  by  the 
prefent  treaty.  And  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  and  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal, 
do  hereby  bind  and  engage  them- 
felves  not  to  grant  any  favour, 
privilege,  or  immunity,  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
to  the  fubjeCts  of  any  other  ftate,;- 
which  fhall  not  be  alfo  at  the  fame 
time  refpeCtiveiy  extended  to  the 
fubjeCts  of  the  high  contracting 
parties,  gratoitoufly,  if  the  con- 
cefhon  in  favour  of  that  otheC 
ftate  fhould  have  been  gratuitous, 
and  on  giving  quam  pr oxime ,  the 
fame  compensation  or  equivalent, 

in 
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in  cafe  the  oonceffion  (hould  have 
been  conditional. 

III.  The  fubje&s  of  the  two 
fovereigns  refpe&ively,  (hall  not 
pay  in  the  ports,  harbours,  roads, 
cities,  towns,  or  places  whatfo- 
ever,  belonging  to  either  of  them, 
any  greater  duties,  taxes,  or  im- 
pofts,  (under  whatfoever  names 
they  may  be  dehgnated  or  includ¬ 
ed)  than  thofe  that  are  paid  by  the 
fubjedls  of  the  mod;  favoured  na¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  fubje&s  of  each  of 
the  high  contracting  parties  (hall 
enjoy  within  the  dominions  of  the 
other  the  fame  rights,  privileges, 
liberties,  favours,  immunities,  or 
exemptions,  in  matters  of  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation,  that  are 
granted,  or  may  hereafter  be  grant¬ 
ed,  to  the  fubje&s  of  the  mod  fa¬ 
voured  nation. 

IV.  His  Britannic  Majedy,  and 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Re¬ 
gent  of  Portugal,  do  dipulate  and 
agree,  that  there  (hall  be  a  perfect 
reciprocity  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
duties  and  impods  to  be  paid  by 
the  (hips  and  vedels  of  the  high 
contrasting  parties  within  the  fe- 
veral  ports,  harbours,  roads  and 
anchoring  places  belonging  to  each 
of  them  ;  to  wit,  that  the  (hips 
and  veflels  of  the  fubjets  of  his 
Britannic  Majedy  (hall  not  pay 
any  higher  duties  or  impods  (under 
whatfoever  name  they  be  defig- 
tiated,  or  implied)  within  the  do- 
tn  in  ions  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  than 
the  fhips  and  vedels  belonging  to 
the  fubjecls  of  his  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portu¬ 
gal  fhall  be  bound  to  pay  within 
the  dominions  of  his  Britannic 
Majedy,  and  'vice  verfa .  And 
this  agreement  and  dipulation  fhall 
particularly  and  exprefsly  extend 


to  the  payment  of  the  duties 
known  by  the  name  of  port  charges, 
tonnage,  and  anchorage  duties, 
which  fhall  not  in  any  cafe,  or  un¬ 
der  any  pretext,  be  greater  for 
Britifh  (hips  and  vedels  within  the 
dominions  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal, 
than  for  Portugueze  dips  and  vef- 
fels  within  the  dominions  of  his 
Britannic  Majedy,  and  'vice  cverfa* 

V.  The  two  high  contracting 
parties  do  alfo  agree,  that  the  fame 
rates  of  bounties  and  drawbacks 
dial  1  be  edablifhed  in  their  re- 
fpe&ive  ports  upon  the  exportation 
of  goods  and  merchandizes,  whe¬ 
ther  thofe  goods  or  merchandizes 
be  exported  in  Britifh  or  in  Portu. 
guefe  fh ips  and  vedels  ;  that  is, 
that  Britid  dips  and  vedels  dall 
enjoy  the  fame  favour  in  this  re- 
fpetd  within  the  dominions  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Regent 
of  Portugal,  that  may  be  down 
to  Portugueze  dips  and  vedels 
within  the  dominions  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majedy,  and  'vice  verfa . 
The  two  high  contracting  parties 
do  alfo  covenant  and  agree,  that 
goods  and  merchandizes  coming 
refpedlively  from  the  ports  of  ei¬ 
ther  of  them,  dall  pay  the  fame 
duties,  whether  imported  in  Bri- 
tid  or  in  Portugueze  dips  or  vef- 
fels,  or  otherwife,  that  an  increafe 
of  duties  may  be  impofed  and  ex¬ 
acted  upon  goods  and  merchandizes 
coming  into  the  ports  of  the  do¬ 
minions  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  from 
thofe  of  his  Britannic  Majedy  in 
Britid  dips,  equivalent,  and  in 
exa<d  proportion  to  any  increafe  of 
duties  that  may  hereafter  be  im¬ 
pofed  upon  goods  and  merchan¬ 
dizes  coming  into  the  ports  of  his 
Britannic  Majedy  from  thofe  of 
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his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Re¬ 
gent  of  Portugal,  imported  in 
Portugueze  Blips,  and  in  order  that 
this  matter  may  be  fettled  with 
due  exadnefs,  and  that  nothing 
may  be  left  undetermined  concern¬ 
ing  it,  it  is  agreed,  that  tables 
fh all  be  drawn  by  each  govern¬ 
ment  refpedively,  fpecifying  the 
difference  of  duties  to  be  paid  on 
goods  and  merchandizes  fo  im¬ 
ported  in  Britifh  or  Portugueze 
Blips  and  veffels  ;  and  the  faid 
tables  (which  fhall  be  made  appli¬ 
cable  to  all  the  ports  within  the 
refpedive  dominions  of  each  of  the 
•  contrasting  parties)  fhall  be  de¬ 
clared  and  adjudged  to  form  part 
of  this  prefent  treaty. 

In  order  to  avoid  any  differ¬ 
ences  or  mifunderftanding  with  re- 
fped  to  the  regulations  which  may 
refpedively  conftitute  a  Britifh  or 
Portugueze  veffel,  the  high  con- 
trading  parties  agree  in  declaring, 
that  all  veffels  built  in  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
and  owned,  navigated,  and  regif- 
tered  according  to  the  laws  of 
Great  Britain,  fhall  be  confidered 
as  Britifh  veffels ;  and  that  all 
(hips  or  vefleU  built  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  belonging  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  or  in  any  of  them,  or  Blips 
taken  by  any  of  the  Blips  or  vef¬ 
fels  of  war  belonging  to  the  Portu- 
|*ueze  government,  or  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  dominions  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Re¬ 
gent  of  Portugal,  having  com  mi  f- 
Bons  or  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prifal  from  the  government  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  condemned  as  lawful 
prize  in  any  court  of  admiralty  of 
the  faid  Portugueze  government, 
and  owned  by  the  fubjeds  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Regent 
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of  Portugal,  or  any  of  them,  and 
whereof  the  matter  and  three- 
fourths  of  the  mariners,  at  lead, 
are  fubjeds  of  hi3  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  Biall  be  confidered  as  Portu¬ 
gueze  veffels. 

VI.  The  mutual  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  fubjeds  of  Great 
Britain  and  Portugal  refpedively, 
in  the  ports  and  feas  of  Alia,  are 
exprefsly  permitted  to  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  as  they  have  heretofore  been 
allowed  by  the  two  crowns.  And 
the  commerce  and  navigation  thus 
permitted,  Biall  hereafter,  and  for 
ever,  be  placed  on  the  footing  ot 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
the  moft  favoured  nation  trading 
in  the  ports  and  feas  of  Afia  ;  that 
is,  that  neither  of  the  high  con- 
trading  parties  fhall  grant  any  fa¬ 
vour  or  privilege,  in  matters  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  fo  the 
fubjeds  of  any  other  Bate  trading 
within  the  ports  and  feas  of  Afia, 
which  lhall  not  be  alfo  granted 
qnam  proxime  on  the  fame  terms  to 
the  fubjeds  of  the  other  contrad- 
ing  party.  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty  engages  in  his  own  name,  and 
in  that  of  his  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
not  to  make  any  regulation  which 
may  be  prejudicial  or  inconvenient 
to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
the  fubjeds  of  his  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portu¬ 
gal  within  the  ports  or  feas  of 
Afia,  to  the  extent  which  is  or 
may  hereafter  be  permitted  to  the 
moft  favoured  nation.  And  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Regenf 
of  Portugal  does  alfo  engage  in  his 
own  name,  and  in  that  of  his  heirs 
and  fuccefTors,  not  to  make  any  re¬ 
gulations  which  may  be  prejudicial 
or  inconvenient  to  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  fubjeds  of 
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ills  Britannic  Majefty  within  the 
ports,  Teas,  and  dominions  opened 
to  them  by  virtue  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 

VII.  The  two  high  contrading 
parties  have  refolved,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  privileges  to  be  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  fubjeds  of  each  of 
them  within  the  territories  or  do¬ 
minions  of  the  other,  that  the 
moft  perfect  reciprocity  (hall  be 
obferved  on  both  {ides.  And  the 
fubjeds  of  each  of  the  high  con- 
trading  parties  fliall  have  a  free 
and  unqueftionable  right  to  travel, 
and  to  re  fide  within  the  territories 
or  dominions  of  the  other,  to  oc¬ 
cupy  houfes  and  warehoufes,  and 
to  difpofe  of  perfonal  property  of 
every  fort  and  denomination,  by 
fale,  donation,  exchange  or  tefta- 
ment,  or  in  any  other  manner 
whatfoever,  without  any  the  fmal- 
Jeft  impediment  or  hindrance 
thereto.  They  (hall  not  be  com. 
celled  to  pay  any  taxes  or  im- 
poils  under  any  pretext  whatfo¬ 
ever,  greater  than  thofe  that  are 
paid  or  may  be  paid  by  the  native 
fubjeds  of  the  fovereign  in  whofe 
dominions  they  may  be  refident. 
They  (hall  be  exempted  from  all 
compulfory  military  fervice  what¬ 
foever,  whether  by  fea  or  land. 
Their  dwelling-houfes,  warehoufes, 
and  all  the  parts  and  appurtenances 
thereof,  whether  for  the  purpofes 
of  commerce  or  of  reftdence,  fliall 
be  refpeded.  They  {hull  not  be 
liable  to  any  vexatious  vilits  and 
fearehes,  nor  {hall  any  arbitrary 
examination  or  infpedion  of  their 
books,  papers,  or  accounts  be 
made  under  colour  of  the  fuj^eme 
authority  of  the  date.  It  is, 
however,  to  be  underllood,  that 
in  the  cafes  of  treafon,  contra¬ 
band  trade,  and  other  crimes,  for 


the  detedion  of  which  provilion  is 
made  by  the  law  of  the  land,  that 
that  law  {hall  be  enforced  ;  it  be¬ 
ing  mutually  declared  that  falfe 
and  malicious  accufations  are  not 
to  be  admitted  as  pretexts  or  ex- 
cufes  for  vexatious  vifits  and 
fearehes,  or  for  examinations  of 
commercial  books,  papers,  or  ac¬ 
counts,  which  vifits  or  examina¬ 
tions  are  never  to  take  place,  ex¬ 
cept  under  the  fandion  of  the  com¬ 
petent  magiftrate,  and  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  conful  of  the  nation 
to  which  the  accufed  party  may 
belong,  or  of  his  deputy  or  repre- 
fentative. 

VIII.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  engages 
in  his  own  name,  and  in  that  of 
his  heirs  and  fuccefiors,  that  the 
commerce  of  Britifh  fubjeds 
within  his  dominions  {hall  not  be 
reftrained,  interrupted,  or  other- 
wife  affeded  by  the  operation  of 
any  monopoly,  contrad,  or  exclu- 
five  privilege  or  fale  of  purchafc 
whatfoever  ;  but  that  the  fubjeds 
ol  Great  Britain  fliall  have  free  and 
unreflrided  permiftion  to  buy  and 
fell  from  and  to  whomfoever  and 
in  whatfoever  form  or  manner  they 
may  pleafe,  whether  by  wholefale 
or  by  retail,  without  being  obliged 
to  give  any  preference  or  favour 
in  confequence  of  the  faid  mono¬ 
polies,  contrads  or  exclufive,  pri¬ 
vileges  of  fale  or  purchafe.  And 
his  Britannic  Majefty  does  on  his 
part  engage  to  obferve  faithfully 
this  principle  thus  recognized  and 
laid  down  by  the  two  high  con- 
trading  parties. 

But  it  is  to  be  diftindly  under- 
ftood,  that  the  prefent  article  is 
not  to  be  interpreted  as  invalida¬ 
ting  or  affeding  the  exclufive 
right  puddled  by  the  crown  of 
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Portugal  within  its  own  dominions 
to  the  farm  for  the  fale  of  ivory, 
Brazil  wood,  urzela,  diamonds, 
gold  duft,  gunpowder,  and  tobacco 
in  the  form  of  fnufF ;  provided, 
however,  that  fhould  the  above- 
mentioned  articles,  generally  or 
feparately,  ever  become  articles  of 
free  commerce  within  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  the 
fubjeds  of  his  Britannic  Majefty 
(hall  be  permitted  to  traffic  in  them 
as  freely  and  on  the  fame  footing 
as  thofe  of  the  moll  favoured 
nation. 

IX.  His  Britannic  Majefty  and 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal  have  agreed 
and  refolved,  that  each  of  the  high 
contrading  parties  (hall  have  the 
right  to  nominate  and  appoint 
confuls.general,  confuls,  and  vice- 
confuls  in  all  the  ports  of  the  do¬ 
minions  of  the  other  contrading 
party,  wherein  they  are  or  may  be 
neceffary  for  the  advancement  of 
commerce,  and  for  the  commercial 
interefts  of  the  trading  fubjeds  of 
either  crown.  But  if  is  exprefsly 
ffiipulated,  that,  confuls  of  what- 
foever  clafs  they  may  be,  (hail  not 
be  acknowledged  nor  received,  nor 
permitted  to  ad  as  fuch,  unlefs 
duly  qualified  by  their  own  fove- 
reign,  and  approved  of  by  the 
other  fovereign  in  whofe  domi¬ 
nions  they  are  to  be  employed  ; 
confuls  of  all  daffies  within  the  do¬ 
minions  of  each  of  the  high  con¬ 
trading  parties  are  refpedively  to 
be  placed  upon  a  footing  of  perfed 
reciprocity  and  equality  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  appointed  folely  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  facilitating  and  affifting  in 
affairs  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
they  are  only  to  poffitfs  the  privi¬ 
leges  which  belong  to  their  Ration, 


and  which  are  recognized  and 
admitted  by  all  governments  as 
neceffary  for  the  due  fulfilment  of 
their  office  and  employment.  They 
are  in  all  cafes,  whether  civil  or 
criminal,  to  be  entirely  amenable  to 
the  laws  of  the  country  in  which 
they  may  refide,  and  they  are  alfo 
to  enjoy  the  full  and  entire  protec¬ 
tion  of  thofe  laws  fo  long  as  they 
condud  themfelves  in  obedience 
thereto. 

X.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  defiring 
to  proted  and  facilitate  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  within  his  dominions,  as  well 
as  their  relations  of  intercourfe 
with  his  own  fubjeds,  is  pleafed. 
to  grant  to  them  the  privilege  of 
nominating  and  having  fpecial  ma- 
giflrates  to  ad  for  them  as  judges, 
confervators  in  thofe  ports  and 
cities  of  his  dominions  in  which 
tribunals  and  courts  of  juftice  are 
and  may  hereafter  be  eftablilhed. 
Thefe  judges  (ball  try  and  decide 
all  caufes  brought  before  them  by 
Britifh  fubjeds,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  formerly,  and  their  authority 
and  determinations  fhall  be  refpec- 
ted  ;  and  the  laws,  decrees,  and 
cuftoms  of  Portugal  refpeding  the 
jurifdidion  of  the  judge  conferva- 
tor  are  declared  to  be  recognized 
and  renewed  by  the  prefent  treaty. 
They  fh all  be  chofen  by  the  plu¬ 
rality  of  the  Britifh  fubjeds  ren¬ 
ding  in  or  trading  at  the  port  or 
place  where  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
judge  confervator  is  to  be  efta- 
blifhed  ;  and  the  choice  fo  made 
fhall  be  tranfmitted  to  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty’s  ambaffador  or  miriif- 
ter,  refident  at  the  court  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Regent 
of  Portugal,  in  order  to  obtain  his 
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Royal  Highnefs’s  confent  and  con¬ 
firmation  ;  in  cafe  of  not  obtaining 
which,  the  parties  interelled  are  to 
proceed  to  a  new  eleftion,  until 
the  royal  approbation  of  the  Prince 
Regent  be  obtained.  The  remo¬ 
val  of  the  judge  confervator,  in 
cafes  of  negleft  of  duty  or  delin¬ 
quency,  is  alfo  to  be  effefted  by 
an  application  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 
through  the  channel  of  the  Bricifh 
ambaffador,  or  minifter  refident  at 
his  Royal  Highnefs’s  courr.  In 
.return  for  this  conceftion  in  favour 
of  Britifh  fubjefts,  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty  engages  to  caufe 
the  moft  drift  and  fcrupulous  ob¬ 
servance  and  obedience  to  be  paid 
to  thofis  laws  by  which  the  perfons 
and  property  of  Portugueze  fubjefts 
redding  within  his  dominions  are 
fecurcd  and  protefted,  and  of  which 
they  (in  common  with  all  other 
.foreigners)  enjoy  the  benefit 
through  the  acknowledged  equity 
of  Britifh  jurifprudence,  and  the 
fingular  excellence  of  the  Britifh 
conftitution,  And  it  is  further 
If  i  pula  ted,  that  in  cafe  any  favour 
pr  privilege  fhould  be  granted  by 
his  Britannic  Majefty  to  the  fub. 
jefts  of  any  other  date,  which  may 
fieem  to  be  analogous  to,  or  to 
referable  the  privilege  of  having 
judge  confervators,  granted  by 
this  article  to  Britifh  fubjefts  re¬ 
dding  in  the  Portugueze  domi¬ 
nions,  the  fame  favour  or  privilege 
fhall  be  confidered  as  alfo  granted 
to  the  fubjeft  s  of  Portugal,  redding 
within  the  Britifh  dominions,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  if  it  were  ex- 
prefsly  ftipulated  by  the  prefent 
freaty. 

XL  His  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
jus  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Re¬ 
gent  of  Portugal,  agree  feyerally 


to  grant  the  fame  favours,  honours, 
immunities,  privileges,  and  exemp¬ 
tions  from  duties  and  impofts  to 
their  refpeftive  ambafladors,  mi- 
nifters,  or  accredited  agents  at  the 
courts  of  each  of  them  ;  and  what¬ 
ever  favour  either  of  the  two  fove- 
reigns  fhall  grant  in  this  particular 
at  his  own  court,  the  other  fove- 
reign  engages  to  grant  the  fame  at 
his  court. 

XII.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  declares 
and  engages  in  his  own  name,  and 
in  that  of  his  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
that  the  fubjefts  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  redding  within  his  terri¬ 
tories  and  dominions,  fhall  not  be 
difturbed,  troubled,  perfecuted,  or 
annoyed  on  account  of  their  reli¬ 
gion  ;  but  that  they  (hall  have 
perfeft  liberty  of  confcience  there¬ 
in,  and  leave  to  attend  and  cele¬ 
brate  divine  fervice  to  the  honour 
of  Almighty  God,  either  within 
their  own  private  houfes,  or  in 
their  own  particular  churches  and 
chapels,  which  his  Royal  Highnefs 
does  now,  and  for  ever  gracioufly 
grant  to  them  the  permiflion  of 
building  and  maintaining  within 
his  dominions  :  Provided,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  faid  churches  and 
chapels  fhall  be  built  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  externally  to  referable 
private  dwelling  houfes  ;  and  alfo 
that  the  ufe  of  bells  be  not  permit¬ 
ted  therein,  for  the  purpofe  of  pub¬ 
licly  announcing  the  time  of  divine 
fervice:  and  it  is  further  ftipula- 
ted  that  neither  the  fubjefts  of 
Great  Britain,  nor  any  other  fo¬ 
reigners  of  a  different  communion 
from  the  religion  eftablifhed  in 
the  dominions  of  Portugal,  fhall 
be  perfecuted  or  difquieted  for 
confcience  fake,  either  in  their 
perfons  or  property,  fo  long  as  they 
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tsonduCt  themfelves  with  order,  de¬ 
cency,  and  morality,  and  in  a  man¬ 
ner  conformable  to  the  ufages  of 
the  country,  and  to  its  conftitution 
in  church  and  ftate  ;  but  if  it  fhould 
be  proved  that  they  preach  or 
declaim  publicly  againft  the  catho¬ 
lic  religion,  or  that  they  endeavour 
to  make  profelytes  or  converts, 
the  parties  fo  offending  may,  upon 
manifeftation  of  their  delinquency, 
be  fent  out  of  the  country  in  which 
the  offence  fhall  have  been  com¬ 
mitted;  and  thofe  who  behave  in 
public  with  difrefpeft  or  impro¬ 
priety  towards  the  forms  and  cere¬ 
monies  of  the  eftablifhed  catholic 
religion,  fhall  be  amenable  to  the 
civil  police,  and  may  be  punifhed 
by  fine,  or  by  confinement  within 
their  own  dwelling  houfes.  And 
if  the  offence  be  fo  flagrant  and  fo 
enormous,  as  to  difturb  the  public 
tranquillity  or  endanger  the  fafety 
of  the  institution  of  church  and 
ftate,  (as  eftablifhed  by  law,)  the 
parties  fo  offending  may,  on  due 
proof  of  the  faCt,  be  fent  out  of 
the  dominions  of  Portugal.  Li¬ 
berty  fhall  alfo  be  granted  to  bury 
the  fubjeCts  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty  who  may  die  in  the  territories 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal,  in  convenient 
places  fo  appointed  for  that  purpofe; 
nor  fhall  the  funerals  or  fepulchres 
of  the  dead  be  difturbed  in  any  wife, 
nor  upon  any  account.  In  the 
fame  manner,  the  fubjeCts  of  Por¬ 
tugal  fhall  enjoy  within  all  the  do¬ 
minions  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
a  perfeCt  and  unreftrained  liberty 
of  confcience  in  all  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion,  agreeably  to  the  fyftem 
of  toleration  eftablifhed  therein. 
They  may  freely  perform  the 
exercife  of  their  religion  publicly 
or  privately,  within  their  own 
Vol.  LII.  or  Vol.  X.  New  Si 


dwelling  houfes,  or  in  the  chapels 
and  places  of  worfhip  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  without  any  the 
fmalleft  hindrance,  annoyance,  or 
difficulty  whatfoever,  either  now 
or  hereafter. 

XIII.  It  is  agreed  and  cove¬ 
nanted  by  the  high  contracting 
parties,  that  packets  fhall  be  efta¬ 
blifhed  for  the  purpofe  of  furthering 
the  public  fervice  of  the  two 
courts,  and  for  facilitating  the  com¬ 
mercial  intercourfe  of  their  refpec- 
tive  fubjeCts.  A  convention  fhall 
be  concluded  forthwith  on  the  bafts 
of  that  which  was  figned  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro  on  the  14th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1808,  in  order  to  fettle 
the  terms  upon  which  the  faid 
packets  are  to  be  eftablifhed, 
which  convention  fhall  be  ratified 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  prefent 
treaty. 

XIV.  It  is  agreed  and  cove¬ 
nanted,  that  perfons  guilty  of  high 
treafon,  forgery,  or  other  offences 
of  a  heinous  nature,  within  the  do¬ 
minions  of  either  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties,  fhall  not  be  har¬ 
boured  nor  receive  protedlion  in 
the  dominions  of  the  other.  And 
that  neither  of  the  high  contracting 
parties,  fhall  knowingly  and  wil¬ 
fully  receive  into  and  entertain  in 
their  fervice  perfons,  fubjeCts  of 
the  other  power,  deferting  from 
the  military  fervice  thereof,  whe¬ 
ther  by  fea  or  land  ;  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  they  fnall  each  ref- 
pedtively  difcharge  any  fuch  per- 
fon  from  their  fervice,  upon  being 
required  :  but  it  is  agreed  and 
declared,  that  neither  of  the  high 
contracting  parties,  fhall  grant  to 
any  other  flare  any  favour,  on  the 
fubjeCt  of  perfons  deferting  from 
the  fervice  of  that  ftate,  which 
fhall  not  be  confidered  as  granted 
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alfo  to  the  other  high  contra&ing 
party,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  if 
the  faid  favour  had  been  exprefsly 
ftipulated  by  the  prefent  treaty. 
And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  in 
cafes  of  apprentices  or  failors  de¬ 
ferring  from  veffels,  belonging  to 
the  fubjeCts  of  either  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  while  within 
the  ports  of  the  other  party,  the 
magiftrates  fhall  be  bound  to  give 
effe&ual  affiftance  for  their  appre- 
henfion,  on  due  application  to  that 
effeCt,  being  made  by  the  conful- 
general,  or  conful,  or  by  his  de¬ 
puty  or  reprefentative ;  and  that 
no  public  body,  civil  or  religious, 
fhall  have  the  power  of  prote&ing 
fuch  defer ters. 

XV.  All  goods,  merchandizes, 
and  articles  whatfoever,  of  the 
produce,  manufacture,  induftry,  or 
invention  of  the  dominions  and 
fubjeCts  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
fhall  be  admitted  into  all  and  lin¬ 
gular  the  ports  and  dominions  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal,  as  well  in 
Europe,  as  in  America,  Africa, 
and  Alia,  whether  configned  to 
Britilh  or  Portugueze  fubjeCts,  on 
paying  generally  and  fblely  duties 
to  the  amount  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
according  to  the  value  which  fhall 
be  fet  upon  them  by  a  tariff  or 
table  of  valuations,  called  in  the 
Portugueze  language  pauta ,  the 
principal  balls  of  which  fhall  be 
the  fworn  invoice  coft  of  the  afore- 
faid  goods,  merchandizes,  and  ar¬ 
ticles,  taking  into  confideration  (as 
far  as  may  be  juft  or  practicable, ) 
the  current  prices  thereof  in  the 
country  into  which  they  are  im¬ 
ported.  This  tariff  or  valuation, 
fhall  be  determined  and  fettled,  by 
an  equal  number  of  Britilh  and 
Portugueze  merchants  of  known 


integrity  and  honour,  with  the 
affiftance,  on  the  part  of  the  Britilh 
merchants,  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty’s  conful-general,or  conful,  and 
on  the  part  of  the  Portugueze  mer¬ 
chants,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  fu- 
perintendant,  or  adminift rator  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  cuftoms,  or  of  their  refpec- 
tive  deputies.  And  the  aforefaid 
tariff,  or  table  of  valuations,  fhall 
be  made  and  promulgated  in  each  of 
the  ports  belonging  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal,  in  which  there  are  or 
may  be  cuftom-houfes.  It  fhall  be 
concluded,  and  begin  to  have  effect 
as  foon  as  poffible  after  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty,  and  certainly  within 
the  fpace  of  three  months,  reckoned 
from  the  date  of  that  exchange. 
And  it  fhall  be  revifed  and  altered 
if  neceffary,  from  time  to  time, 
either  in  the  whole  or  in  part, 
whenever  the  fubjects  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  refident  within 
the  dominions  of  his  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal, 
fhall  make  a  requifition  to  that 
effeCt  through  the  medium  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty's  conful-general, 
or  conful,  or  whenever  the  trading 
and  commercial  fubjeCts  of  Por¬ 
tugal  fhall  make  the  fame  requifi¬ 
tion  on  their  own  part. 

XVI.  But  during  the  interval 
between  the  exchange  of  the  rati¬ 
fications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  and 
the  promulgation  of  the  above 
mentioned  tariff,  fhould  any  goods 
or  merchandizes,  the  produce  or 
manufacture  of  the  dominions  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  arrive  in 
the  ports  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  it 
is  ftipulated,  that  they  fhall  be 
admitted  for  confumption  on  pay¬ 
ing  the  above  mentioned  duties  of 
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fifteen  per  cent,  according  to  the 
value  fet  on  them  by  the  tariff  now 
actually  eflablifhed,  fhould  they 
be  goods  or  merchandizes,  which 

O  , 

are  comprifed  or  valued  in  that 
tariff,  and  if  they  fhould  not  be 
comprifed,  or  valued  in  that  tariff, 
(as  alfo  if  any  Britifh  goods  or 
merchandizes  fhould  hereafter  ar¬ 
rive  in  the  ports  of  the  Portugueze 
dominions  without  having  been 
fpecifically  valued  and  rated  in  the 
new  tariff  or  pauta>  which  is  to  be 
made  in  confequence  of  the  flipula- 
tion  of  the  preceding  article  of 
the  prefent  treaty,)  they  fhall  be 
equally  admitted  on  paying  the 
fame  duties  of  fifteen  per  cent  ad 
* valorem ,  according  to  the  invoices 
of  the  faid  goods  and  merchandizes* 
which  fhall  be  duly  prefented  and 
fworn  to  by  the  parties  importing 
the  fame.  And  in  cafe  that  any 
fufpicion  of  fraud,  or  unfair  prac¬ 
tices  fhould  arife,  the  invoices  (hall 
be  examined,  and  the  real  value  of 
the  goods  or  merchandizes  afcer- 
tained,  by  a  reference  to  an  equal 
number  of  Britifh  and  Portugueze 
merchants  of  known  integrity  and 
honour  ;  and  in  cafe  of  a  difference 
of  opinion  amongfl  them,  followed 
by  an  equality  of  votes  upon  the 
fubjeft,  they  fhall  then  nominate 
another  merchant  likewifeofknown 
integrity  and  honour,  to  whom  the 
matter  fhall  be  ultimately  referred, 
and  whofe  decifion  thereon  fhall  be 
final,  and  without  appeal.  And 
in  cafe  the  invoice  fhould  appear  to 
have  been  fair  and  correft,  the 
goods  and  merchandizes  fpecified 
in  it,  fhall  be  admitted  on  paying 
the  duties  above  mentioned  of 
fifteen  per  cent.,  and  the  expences, 
if  any*  of  the  examination  of  the 
invoice  fhall  be  defrayed  by  the 
party*  who  called  its  fairnefs  and 
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corre&nefs  into  queftion,  But  if 
the  invoice  fhall  be  found  to  be 
fraudulent  and  unfair*  then  the 
goods  and  merchandizes*  fhall  be 
bought  up  by  the  officers  of  the 
cufloms  on  the  account  of  the  Por¬ 
tugueze  government,  according  to 
the  value  fpecified  in  the  invoice, 
with  an  addition  of  ten  per  cent, 
to  the  fum  fo  paid  for  them  by  the 
officers  of  the  cufloms ;  the  Portu¬ 
gueze  government,  engaging  for 
the  payment  of  the  goods  fo  valued, 
and  purchafed  by  the  officers  of 
the  cufloms  within  the  fpace  of 
fifteen  days,  and  the  expences,  if 
any,  of  the  examination  of  the 
fraudulent  invoice,  fhall  be  paid  by 
the  party  who  prefented  it  as  juffi 
and  fair. 

XVII.  It  is  agreed  and  cove¬ 
nanted,  that  articles  of  military 
and  naval  {lores,  brought  into  the 
ports  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  which 
the  Portugueze  government  may 
be  defirous  of  taking  for  its  own 
ufe,  fhall  be  paid  for  without  delay 
at  the  prices  appointed  by  the  pro¬ 
prietors*  who  fhall  not  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  fell  fuch  articles  on  any 
other  terms. 

And  it  is  further  flipulated* 
that  if  the  Portugueze  go  vernment 
fhall  take  into  its  own  care  and 
cuflody,  any  cargo*  or  part  of  a 
cargo*  with  a  view  to  purchafe,  or 
otherwife*  the  faid  Portugueze  go¬ 
vernment  fhall  be  refponfible  for 
any  damage,  or  injury  that  fuch 
cargo*  or  part  of  a  cargo,  may  re¬ 
ceive*  while  in  the  care  and  cuflody  ~ 
of  the  officers  of  the  faid  Portu¬ 
gueze  government. 

XVIII.  His  Royal  Higfjnefs 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  is 
pleafed  to  grant  to  the  fubje&s  of 
Great  Britain  the  privilege  of  be- 
[Mm  2]  ing 


548]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


ing  affignants  for  the  duties  to  be 
paid  in  the  cuftom-houfes  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs’s  dominions,  on 
the  fame  terms,  and  on  giving  the 
fame  fecurity  as  are  required  from 
the  fubje&s  of  Portugal. 

And  it  is  on  the  other  hand 
ftipulated  and  agreed,  that  the 
fubje&s  of  the  crown  of  Portugal, 
fhall  receive  as  far  as  it  may  be 
juft  or  legal,  the  fame  favour  in 
the  cuftom-houfes  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  as  is  fhown  to  the  natural 
fubjedts  of  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

XIX.  His  Britannic  Majefty 
does  on  his  part,  and  in  his  own 
name,  and  in  that  of  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  promife  and  engage  that 
all  goods,  merchandizes,  and  arti¬ 
cles  whatfoever,  of  the  produce, 
manufa&ure,  induftry,  or  inven¬ 
tion  of  the  dominions  or  fubjeds 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal,  fhall  be  re¬ 
ceived  and  admitted,  into  all  and 
fingular  the  ports  and  dominions 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  on  pay- 
ing  generally  and  only  the  fame 
duties  that  are  paid  upon  fimiiar 
articles,  by  the  fubjeds  of  the  molt 
favoured  nation. 

And  it  is  exprefsly  declared, 
that  if  any  redudion  of  duties 
fhould  take  place,  exclufively  in 
favour  of  Britifh  goods  and  mer¬ 
chandizes  imported  into  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portngal,  an 
equivalent  redudion  fhall  take 
place  on  Portugueze  goods  and 
merchandizes  imported  into  his 
Britannic  Majefty’s  dominions, 
and  mice  everfai  the  articles  upon 
which  fuch  equivalent  redudion  is 
to  take  place,  being  fettled  by  pre¬ 
vious  concert  and  agreement  be¬ 
tween  the  two  high  contrading 
parties. 


It  is  underftood,  that  fuch  reduce 
tion  fo  granted  by  either  party  to 
the  other,  fhall  not  be  granted 
afterwards,  (except  upon  the  fame 
terms  and  for  the  fame  compenfa- 
tion)  in  favour  of  any  other  ftate 
or  nation  whatfoever.  And  this 
declaration  is  to  be  confidered  as 
reciprocal  on  the  part  of  the  two 
high  contrading  parties. 

XX.  But  as  there  are  feme  ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  growth  and  produce  of 
Brazil,  which  are  excluded  from 
the  markets  and  home  confumption 
of  the  Britifh  dominions,  fuch  as 
fugar,  coffee,  and  other  articles 
fimiiar  to  the  produce  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  colonies,  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty  willing  to  favour  and  proted 
(as  much  as  poffible,)  the  commerce 
of  the  fubjeds  of  his  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  confents  and  permits  that  the 
faid  articles,  as  well  as  all  other 
the  growth  and  produce  of  Brazil, 
and  all  other  parts  of  the  Portu¬ 
gueze  dominions,  may  be  received 
and  warehoufed  in  all  the  ports  of 
his  dominions,  which  fhall  be  by 
law  appointed  to  be  warehoufing 
ports  for  thofe  articles,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  re-exportation,  under  due 
regulation,  exempted  from  the 
greater  duties  with  which  they 
would  be  charged  were  they  defti- 
ned  for  confumption  within  the 
Britifh  dominions,  and  liable  only 
to  the  reduced  duties  and  expences 
on  warehoufing  and  re-exportation. 

XXI.  In  like  manner,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  general  privilege  of 
admiflion,  there  granted  in  the  fif¬ 
teenth  article  of  the  prefent  treaty 
by  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal,  infavour  of  all 
goods  and  merchandizes,  the  produce 
and  manufacture  of  the  Britifh  do¬ 
minions  ;  his  Royal  Highnefs  re* 
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ferve  sto  himfelf  the  right  of  im- 
poling  heavy,  and  even  prohibitory- 
duties  on  all  articles  known  by 
the  name  of  Britifh  Eall  Indian 
goods,  and  Weft  Indian  produce, 
fuch  as  fugar  and  coffee,  which 
cannot  be  admitted  for  confump- 
tion  in  the  Portugueze  dominions, 
by  reafon  of  the  fame  principle  of 
colonial  policy  which  prevents  the 
free  admiflion  into  the  Britifh  do¬ 
minions  of  correfponding  articles 
of  Brazilian  produce. 

But  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  confents 
that  all  the  ports  of  his  dominions, 
where  there  are  or  may  be  cuftom- 
houfes,  lhall  be  free-ports  for  the 
reception  and  admiflion  of  all  arti¬ 
cles  whatfoever,  the  produce  or 
manufacture  of  the  Britifh  domi¬ 
nions,  not  deftined  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  place  at  which 
they  may  be  received  or  admitted, 
but  for  re-exportation,  either  for 
other  ports  of  the  dominions  of 
Portugal,  or  for  thofe  of  other 
ftates.  And  the  articles  thus  re¬ 
ceived  and  admitted,  (fubjeCt  to 
due  regulations,)  fhall  be  exempted 
from  the  duties,  with  which  they 
would  be  charged,  if  deftined  for 
the  confumption  of  the  place  at 
which  they  be  landed  or  ware- 
houfed,  and  liable  only  to  the  fame 
expences,  that  may  be  paid  by  ar¬ 
ticles  of  Brazilian  produce  received 
and  warehoufed  for  re-exportation 
in  the  ports  of  his  Britannic  Ma« 
jelly’s  dominions. 

XXII.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  in  order 
to  facilitate  and  encourage  the 
legitimate  commerce,  not  only 
of  the  fubjeCts  of  Great  Britain, 
but  alfo  of  thofe  of  Portugal,  with 
other  ftates  adjacent  to  his  own 
dominions,  and  with  a  view  alfo  to 


augment  and  fecure  that  part  of  his 
own  revenue  which  is  derived  from 
the  colleCHon  of  warehoufing  du¬ 
ties  upon  merchandize,  is  pleafed 
to  declare  the  port  of  St.  Cathe¬ 
rine’s  to  be  a  free  port,  according 
to  the  terms  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  article  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 

XXIII.  His  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  be¬ 
ing  defirous  to  place  the  fyftem  of 
commerce  announced  by  the  prefent 
treaty  upon  the  moft  extenfive 
bafts,  is  pleafed  to  take  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  afforded  by  it  of  publifhing 
the  determination  pre-conceived  in 
his  royal  highnefs’s  mind,  of  ren¬ 
dering  Goa  a  free  port,  and  of 
permitting  the  free  toleration  of 
all  religious  fects  whatever  in  that 
city  and  its  dependencies. 

XXIV.  All  trade  with  the 
Portugueze  poffeflions  fttuated  upon 
the  eaftern  coaft  of  the  continentof 
Africa  (in  articles  not  included  in 
the  excluftve  contrads  poffeffed  by 
the  crown  of  Portugal),  which  may 
have  been  formerly  allowed  to  the 
fubjeCts  of  Great  Britain,  is  con¬ 
firmed  and  fecured  to  them  now, 
and  for  ever,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  trade  which  has  hitherto 
been  permitted  to  Portugueze  fub- 
jeCls  in  the  ports  and  Teas  of  Alia, 
is  confirmed  and  fecured  to  them 
by  virtue  of  the  fixth  article  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

XXV.  But,  in  order  to  give 
due  effeCl  to  that  fyftem  of  perfect 
reciprocity  which  the  two  high 
contracting  parties  are  willing  to 
eftablifti  as  the  bafis  of  their  mutual 
relations,  his  Britannic  Majefty 
confents  to  waive  the  right  of  creat¬ 
ing  factories  or  incorporated  bo¬ 
dies  of  Britifh  merchants,  under 
any  name  or  description  whatfb- 
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ever,  wimm  the  dominions  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Regent 


of  Portugal;  provided,  however, 
that  this  conceffion  in  favour  of 
the  wifhes  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal, 
fhall  not  deprive  the  fubjeds  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  refiding  within 
the  dominions  of  Portugal,  of  the 
full  enjoyment,  as  individuals  en¬ 
gaged  in  commerce,  of  any  of 
thofe  rights  and  privileges  which 
they  did  or  might  polfefs,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  incorporated  commercial 
bodies ;  and  alfo  that  the  com¬ 
merce  and  trade  carried  on  by  Bri~ 
tifh  fubjeds  (hall  not  be  reftrided, 
annoyed,  or  otherwife  affeded  by 
any  commercial  company  whatever, 
poffefling  exclufive  privileges  and 
favours  within  the  dominions  of 
Portugal.  And  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  does 
alfo  engage  that  he  will  not  con- 
fent  nor  permit  that  any  other 
nation  or  date  fhall  polfefs  fado- 
ries,  or  incorporated  bodies  of 
merchants,  within  his  dominions, 
fo  long  as  Britilh  fadories  fhall  not 
be  eftablifhed  therein. 

XXVI.  The  two  high  con  trad¬ 
ing  parties  agree,  that  they  will 
forthwith  proceed  to  the  revifion 
of  all  other  former  treaties  fubfi  fling 
between  the  two  crowns,  for  the 
purpofe  of  afcertaining  what  flipu- 
lations  contained  in  them  are,  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  proper 
to  be  continued  or  renewed. 

It  is  agreed  and  declared,  that 
the  llipulations  contained  in  for¬ 
mer  treaties  concerning  the  ad- 
miflion  of  the  wines  of  Portugal  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  woollen 
cloths  of  Great  Britain  on  the 
other,  fhall  at  prefent  remain  un¬ 
altered.  In  the  fame  manner  it  is 
agreed,  that  the  favours,  privi¬ 


leges,  and  immunities,  granted  by 
either  contrading  party  to  the 
fubjeds  of  the  other,  whether  by 
treaty,  decree,  or  alvara,  fhall  re¬ 
main  unaltered,  except  the  power 
grounded  by  former  treaties,  of 
carrying  in  the  fhips  of  either 
country  goods  and  merchandifes  of 
any  defeription  whatever,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  enemies  of  the  other 
country,  which  power  is  now  mu¬ 
tually  and  publicly  renounced  and 
abrogated. 

XXVII.  The  reciprocal  liberty 
of  commerce  and  navigation,  de¬ 
clared  and  announced  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  treaty,  fhall  be  confidered  to 
extend  to  all  goods  and  merchan¬ 
difes  whatfoever,  except  thofe  ar¬ 
ticles  the  property  of  the  enemies 
of  either  power,  or  contraband  of 
war. 

XXVIIT.  Under  the  name  of 
contraband,  or  prohibited  articles, 
fhall  be  comprehended  not  only 
army  cannon,  harquebuffes,  mor¬ 
tars,  petards,  bombs,  grenades, 
fauciffes,  carcaffes,  carriages  for 
cannon,  mufket-refts,  bandoliers, 
gunpowder,  match,  faltpetre,  ball, 
pikes,  fwords,  head-pieces,  hel¬ 
mets,  cuiraffes,  halberts,  javelins, 
holfters,  belts,  horfes,  and  their 
harnefs,  but  generally  all  other 
articles  that  may  have  been  fpeci- 
fied  as  contraband  in  any  former 
treaties  concluded  by  Great  Bri” 
tain  or  Portugal  with  other  pow¬ 
ers.  But  goods  which  have  not 
been  wrought  into  the  form  of 
warlike  inftruments,  or  which  can¬ 
not  become  fuch,  fhall  not  be  re¬ 
puted  contraband,  much  lefs  fuch 
as  have  been  already  wrought  and 
made  up  for  other  purpofes;  all 
which  fhall  be  deemed  not  contra¬ 
band,  and  may  be  freely  carried 
by  the  fubjeds  of  both  fove reigns, 
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even  to  places  belonging  to  an 
enemy,  excepting  only  fuch  places 
as  are  befieged,  blockaded,  or  in- 
veiled  bv  fea  or  land. 

j 

XXIX.  In  cafe  any  (hips,  or 
veflels  of  war,  or  merchantmen, 
fhould  be  ihipwrecked  on  the  coaft 
of  either  of  the  high  contracting 
parties,  all  fuch  parts  of  the  faid 
fhips  or  veffels,  or  of  the  furniture 
and  appurtenances  thereof,  as  alfo 
of  goods  and  merchandizes  as  fhall 
be  faved,  or  the  produce  thereof, 
fhall  be  faithfully  reilored,  upon 
the  fame  being  claimed  by  the 
proprietors,  or  their  factors,  duly 
authorifed,  paying  only  the  ex- 
pences  incurred  in  the  prefervation 
thereof,  according  to  the  rate  of 
falvage  fettled  on  both  fides  (fav- 
ing  at  the  fame  time  the  rights 
and  cuftoms  of  each  nation,  the 
abolition  or  modification  of  which 
fhall,  however,  be  treated  upon 
in  the  cafes  where  they  fhall  be 
contrary  to  the  flipulation)  j  and 
the  high  contrafling  parties  will 
mutually  interpofe  their  authority, 
that  fuch  of  their  fubjefls  as  fhall 
take  advantage  of  any  fuch  misfor¬ 
tune,  may  be  feverely  punilhed. 

XXX.  And  for  the  greater  fe- 
curity  and  liberty  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  it  is  further  agreed, 
that  both  his  Britannic  Majefty 
and  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal,  fhall  not  only 
refufe  to  receive  any  pirates  or 
fea-rovers  whatfoever,  into  any  of 
their  havens,  ports,  cities,  or 
towns,  or  permit  any  of  their  fub- 
jefls,  citizens,  or  inhabitants,  on 
either  part,  to  receive  or  protefl 
them  in  their  ports,  to  harbour 
them  in  their  houfes,  or  to  aflifl 
them  in  any  circumftances ;  but 
further,  that  they  fhall  caufe  all 
fuch  pirates  and  fea-rovers,  and 
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all  perfons  who  fhall  receive,  con¬ 
ceal,  or  aflift  them,  to  be  brought 
to  condign  punilhment,  for  a  terror 
and  example  to  others.  And  all 
their  fhips,  with  the  goods  or  mer- 
chandifes  taken  by  them,  and 
brought  into  the  ports  belonging 
to  either  of  the  high  contracting 
parties,  fhall  be  feized  as  far  as 
they  can  be  difcovered,  and  fhall 
be  reilored  to  the  owners,  or  to 
the  fa&ors  duly  authorized  or  de¬ 
puted  by  them  in  writing,  proper 
evidence  being  firfl  given  to  prove 
the  property,  even  in  cafe  fuch 
effefls  fhould  have  palled  into  other 
hands  by  fale,  if  it  be  afcertained 
that  the  buyers  knew,  or  might 
have  known,  that  they  had  been 
piraticaily  taken. 

XXXI.  For  the  future  fecurity 
of  commerce  and  friendfhip  be¬ 
tween  the  fubjefls  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  and  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal, 
and  to  the  end  that  their  mutual 
good  underftanding  may  be  pre¬ 
ferred  from  all  interruption  and 
difturbance,  it  is  concluded  and 
agreed,  that  if  at  any  time  there 
fhould  arife  any  difagreement, 
breach  of  friendfhip,  or  rupture, 
between  the  crowns  of  the  high 
contrafling  parties,  which  God 
forbid,  which  rupture  fhall  not  be 
deemed  to  exift  until  the  recalling 
or  fending  home  the  refpeflive  am- 
baiTadors  and  minifters,  the  fub- 
jefls  of  each  of  the  two  parties 
refiding  in  the  dominions  of  the 
other  fhall  have  the  privilege  of 
remaining  and  continuing  their 
trade  therein,  without  any  manner 
of  interruption,  fo  long  as  they 
behave  peaceably,  and  commit  no 
offence  againft  the  laws  and  ordi¬ 
nances  ;  and  in  cafe  their  condufl 
fhould  render  them  fufpefted,  and 
[M  m  4]  the 
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the  refpedive  government  fhould 
be  obliged  to  order  them  to  re¬ 
move,  the  term  of  twelve  months 
fhall  be  allowed  them  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  in  order  that  they  may  retire 
with  their  effects  and  property, 
whether  intruded  to  individuals,  or 
to  the  date. 

At  the  fame  time  it  is  to  be 
underftood,  that  this  favour  is  not 
to  be  extended  to  thofe  that  fhall 
ad  in  any  manner  contrary  to  the 
eftablifhed  laws® 

XXXII.  It  is  agreed  and  ftipu- 
lated  by  the  high  contrading  par¬ 
ties,  that  the  prefect  treaty  fhall 
be  unlimited  in  point  of  duration  ; 
that  the  obligations  and  conditions 
expreffed  or  implied  in  it,  fhall  be 
perpetual  and  immutable  ;  and  they 
fhall  not  be  changed  or  afteded  in 
any  manner  in  cafe  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal,  his  heirs,  or  fucceffors, 
fhall  again  eftablifh  the  feat  of  the 
Portuguefe  monarchy  within  the 
European  dominions  of  their  crown* 
XXXIII.  But  the  two  high 
contracting  parties  do  referve  to 
themfelves  the  right  of  jointly  ex¬ 
amining  and  reviling  the  feveral 
articles  of  this  treaty  at  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  fifteen  years,  counting  in 
the  firfl  inftance  from  the  date  of 
the  exchange  of  the  ratification 
thereof,  and  of  then  propofing, 
difcufilng,  and  making  fuch  amend¬ 
ments,  or  additions,  as  the  real 
Interefts  of  their  refpedive  fubjeds 
may  feera  to  require.  It  being 
underftood  that  any  ftipulation 
which  at  the  period  of  revifion  of 
the  treaty  fhall  be  objeded  to  by 
either  of  the  high  contrading  par¬ 
ties,  fhall  be  confidered  as  fufpend- 
ed  in  its  operations,  until  the  dif- 
cuffioo  concerning  that  ftipulation 
fhall  be  determined,  due  notice 


being  previoufty  given  to  the  other 
contrading  party  of  the  intended 
fufpenfion  of  fuch  ftipulation^  for 
the  purpofe  of  avoiding  mutual  in¬ 
convenience. 

XXXIV.  The  feveral  ftipula- 
lions  and  conditions  of  the  prefent 
treaty  fhall  begin  to  have  effed 
from  the  date  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty’s  ratification  thereof ;  and 
the  mutual  exchange  of  ratifica¬ 
tion  fhall  take  place  in  the  city  of 
London,  within  the  fpace  of  four 
months,  or  fooner,  if  poflible,  to 
be  computed  from  the  day  of  the 
fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

In  witnefs  thereof,  we  the  un¬ 
designed,  plenipotentiaries  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty  and  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal,  in  virtue  of  our  refpec- 
tive  full  powers,  have  figned  the 
prefent  treaty  with  our  hands,  and 
have  caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms  to 
be  fet  thereunto. 

Done  in  the  city  of  Rio  de  Ja¬ 
neiro,  on  the  nineteenth  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

(L.  S.)  Strangford. 

(L.  S.)  CONDE  DE  LlNHARES*. 


II.  Earl  of  Chatham's  Memorial 
and  Sir  Richard  Strachan  s  Reply 
on  the  Expedition  to  the  Scheldt . 
(Extrads.) 

I .  Earl  of  Chatham's  Memorial 
dated  Qdober  If,  1809.  Pre¬ 
fent  ed  to  his  Majefy  February 

14,  1810. 

In  fubmitting  to  your  Majefty  a 
fiatement  of  my  proceedings  in  the 
execution  of  the  fervice  your  Ma~ 
jefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  con¬ 
fide  to  me,  and  of  the  events  which 

occurred 
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occurred  in  the  courfe  of  it,  it  is 
not  my  intention  to  trouble  your 
Majefty  with  any  further  details  of 
the  earlier  parts  of  our  operations, 
but  to  bring  under  your  Majefty’s 
view  the  confideration  of  the  two 
following  points,  as  moft  immedi¬ 
ately  applying  to  the  condud  and 
final  refult  of  the  expedition  to  the 
Scheldt,  i ft.  The  ground  upon 
which,  after  the  army  was  at  length 
aflembled  near  Batz,  a  landing  in 
profecution  of  the  ulterior  objeds 
of  the  expedition  was  not  deemed 
advifable  :  2dly.  Why  that  army 
was  not  fooner  there  aflembled,  in 
readinefs  to  commence  further  ope¬ 
rations. — With  refped  to  the  for¬ 
mer  pofition,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  is  fo  clear  and  evident,  that 
no  further  operations  could  at  that 
time,  and  in  the  then  fickly  ftate  of 
the  army,  have  been  undertaken 
with  any  profped  of  fuccefs,  that 
it  would  be  unneceflarily  trefpaf- 
fing  on  your  Majefty  to  enter  into 
much  more  detail  on  this  point 
than  has  been  already  brought  be¬ 
fore  your  Majefty,  in  my  difpatch 
of  the  29th  of  Auguft  ;  and  the 
chief  objed  of  this  paper  will  be 
directed  to  (how  to  your  Majefty, 
that  thefecond  point,  namely,  Why 
the  army  was  not  brought  up  fooner 
to  the  deftination  from  whence  its 
ulterior  objeds  were  to  commence, 
is  purely  a  naval  confideration,  and 
that  the  delay  did  in  no  ftiape  reft 
with  me,  or  depend  upon  any  ar¬ 
rangements  in  which  the  army  was 
concerned :  every  facility,  on  the 
contrary,  having  been  afforded  by 
their  movements  to  the  fpeedy  pro- 
grefs  of  the  armament.-— In  the  firft 
place,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  occupation  of  Walcheren, which 
by  fome  perfons  it  had  been  thought 
poffible  to  leave  behind  us,  and  the 


redudion  of  Fluftiing,  ivhich  it 
had  once  been  propofed  only  to 
malk,  were  deemed  indifpenfable  to 
the  fecurity  of  the  fleet,  in  cafe  of 
difafter  ;  and  accordingly  a  confix 
derable  feparate  force  was  allotted 
to  this  fervice ;  and,  in  this  view, 
it  was  befides  diftindly  agreed 
upon,  that  a  vigorous  attack  by 
the  navy  upon  the  fea  front  fhould 
be  made  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
troops,  after  effeding  their  land¬ 
ing,  advanced  to  inveft  Flufhing  ; 
it  being  hoped  that  by  a  powerful 
co-operation  from  the  fea,  at  the 
moment  the  troops  prefented  them- 
felves  before  the  place,  the  labour 
and  delay  of  a  regular  fiege  might 
have  been  avoided,  and  a  confi- 
derable  proportion  of  the  force  al¬ 
lotted  to  this  fervice  fet  at  liberty 
to  follow  the  army  up  the  Scheldt. 
How  far  this  expectation  was  ful¬ 
filled,  or  whether  the  aflfurance 
given  that  the  whole  of  the  arma¬ 
ment  (the  part  to  be  landed  at 
Walcheren  excepted)  fhould  be  at 
once  tranfported  up  the  Scheldt, 
in  profecution  of  the  ultimate  ob¬ 
jeds  of  the  expedition,  was  carried 
into  effed,  or  was  wholly  difap- 
pointed,  the  information  already 
before  your  Majefty  will  have  in  a 
great  meafure  fhown,  and  which 
it  will  be  my  duty  to  bring  more 
particularly  to  yourMajefty’sview, 
when  I  detail  the  fubfequent  courfe 
of  our  proceedings.  From  what 
caufe  this  failure  enfued,  whether 
it  arofe  from  inefficient  arrange¬ 
ments  on  the  part  of  the  admiral, 
or  was  the  unavoidable  refult  of 
difficulties  inherent  in  the  nature  of 
the  expedition  itfelf,  it  is  not  for 
me,  confidering  it  entirely  as  a 
naval  queftion,  to  prefume  to  offer 
any  opinion  upon  to  your  Majefty. 
—Before,  however,  I  purfue  fur¬ 
ther 
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ther  the  details  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  army,  governed  as  they 
neceffarily  were  (until  a  footing 
fhould  be  gained  on  the  continent) 
by  the  movements  of  the  navy,  I 
mull  for  a  moment  refer  to  two  fe- 
parate  operations ;  the  one  under 
Lieutenant-General  Lord  Huntley 
and  Commodore  Owen,  and  the 
other  under  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
John  Hope  and  Rear-Admiral  Sir 
Richard  Keats ;  but  both  direded 
to  aflift  and  enfure  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs  up  the  Scheldt,  had  the  ad¬ 
miral  found  it  pradicable  in  other 
refpeds.  With  refped  to  the  for¬ 
mer,  which  was  deftined  to  deftroy 
the  Cadfand  batteries,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  that  of  Brelkens,  had  it 
been  carried  at  once  into  effed, 
and  that  the  admiral  could  have 
availed  himfelf  of  it,  to  take  the 
Blips  up  the  Weft  Scheldt  by  the 
Weeling  paflage,  it  would  have 
been  of  the  utmoft  advantage  :  but 
it  was  certainly  rather  fortunate  it 
did  not  take  place  at  a  later  period, 
as  after  all  the  tranfports,  ftore- 
fhips,  &e.  were  ordered  into  the 
Veere  Gat,  and  the  plan  of  running 
at  once  up  the  Weft  Scheldt  by  the 
W  eeling  channel  feemed  abandoned, 
the  objed  of  deftroying  the  Cad¬ 
fand  batteries  ceafed,  and  a  land¬ 
ing  there  would  only  have  been  an 
unneceflfary  rilk,  and  a  very  in¬ 
convenient  feparation  of  our  force, 
and,  of  courfe,  occafioned  great  de¬ 
lay  in  colleding  it  for  ulterior  ope¬ 
rations.  It  muft  not,  however,  be 
forgotten,  that  the  difficulties  here 
turned  out  to  be  much  greater  than 
had  been  at  all  forefeen  before  we 
failed.  When  it  was  found  that 
Lord  Huntley’s  divifion  could  nei¬ 
ther  land  nor  proceed  by  the  Weel¬ 
ing  paflage  up  the  Scheldt,  as  I 
had  intended  they  fliould,  it  was 


determined  to  withdraw  them ; 
but  from  the  boifterous  ftate  of  the 
weather,  it  was  fome  days  before 
this  could  be  effeded.  As  foon  as 
it  was  accompliffied,  they  were 
pafled  over  to  South  Beveland.— - 
With  refped  to  Sir  John  Hope’s 
operation,  it  was  more  profperous. 
It  was  conceived  that,  by  land¬ 
ing  on  the  north  fide  of  South  Beve¬ 
land,  the  iffand  might  be  poflef- 
fed,  and  all  the  batteries  taken  in 
reverfe,  and  thereby  the  pofition  of 
the  French  fleet,  if  they  ventured 
to  remain  near  Flulhing,  would  be, 
as  it  were,  turned,  and  their  re¬ 
treat  rendered  more  difficult,  while 
the  attack  on  them  by  our  fhips 
would  have  been  much  facilitated; 
and  for  this  objed  the  divifion  of 
Sir  John  Hope  rather  preceded,  in 
failing  from  the  Downs,  the  reft  of 
the  fleet.  This  divifion  was  landed 
near  Ter-Goes,  from  whence  they 
fwept  all  the  batteries  in  the  ifland 
that  could  impede  the  progrefs  of 
our  fhips  up  the  Weft  Scheldt,  and 
pofleflfed  themfelves,  on  the  2d  of 
Auguft,  of  the  important  poft  of 
Batz,  to  which  it  had  been  pro- 
mifed  the  army  fliould  at  once  have 
been  brought  up. — Sir  John  Hope 
remained  in  pofleflion  of  this  poft, 
though  not  without  being  twice  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  enemy’s  flotilla,  for 
nine  days  before  any  of  the  gun¬ 
boats  under  Captain  Sir  Home  Pop- 
ham  were  moved  up  the  Scheldt 
to  his  fupport.* — YourMajefty  will 
be  pleaied  to  recoiled,  that  the 
troops  which  failed  from  Portf- 
mouth,  under  Lieutenant-General 
Sir  Eyre  Coote,  were  deftined  for 
the  fervice  of  Walcheren,  and  had 
been  confidered  as  fufficient  for  that 
objed,  according  to  the  intelli¬ 
gence  received,  and  the  fuppofed 
ftrength  of  the  enemy  ;  though  at 

the 
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the  fame  time  certainly  relying  for 
the  firft  efforts  againft  Flufhing  on 
the  promifed  co-operation  of  the 
navy,  and  on  their  eftablifhing,  as 
was  held  out  in  the  firft  inftance,  a 
naval  blockade,  except  on  the  fide 
of  Veer  and  Rammekins.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  however,  this  did  not 
take  place  ;  and  for  feveral  nights 
after  the  army  was  before  Flufhing, 
the  enemy  fucceeded  in  throwing 
from  the  oppofite  coaft,  probably 
from  the  canal  of  Ghent,  confider- 
able  reinforcements  into  the  place, 
which  enabled  him  conftantly  to 
annoy  our  out-pofts  and  working 
parties,  and  finally  to  attempt  a 
(ally  in  force,  though  happily,  from 
the  valour  of  your  Majefty’s  troops, 
without  fuccefs.  I  have  already 
ftated  that  Rammekins  furrendered 
on  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  Au- 
guft.  Immediately  upon  this  event, 
feeling,  as  I  did,  great  uneafinefs 
at  the  delay  which  had  already 
taken  place,  and  the  departure  from 
the  original  plan,  I  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  admiral,  then  at  Ter  Veer, 
exprefTmg  my  hope  that  the  {hips 
would  now  be  able  to  enter  the 
Weft  Scheldt  by  the  Sloe  paflage, 
and  that  no  time  fhould  be  loft  in 
prefling  forward  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 
fible  our  further  operations;  and  I 
requefted  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
would  communicate  to  me  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  naval  co-operation  he  could 
afford,  as  well  for  the  future  block¬ 
ade  of  Flufhing,  as  with  a  view  to 
protecting  the  coaft  of  South  Beve- 
land,  and  watching  the  paffages 
from  the  Meufe  to  the  Eaft 
Scheldt  as  this  confideration  would 
govern  very  much  the  extent  of 
force  I  muft  leave  in  South  Beve- 
land,  when  the  army  advanced. 
To  this  letter  he  did  not  reply 
fully  till  the  8th  of  Auguft  ;  but  I 
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had  a  note  from  him  on  the  5th, 
affuring  me  the  tranfports  lhould 
be  brought  forward  without  delay  ; 
and  I  had  alfo  a  very  long  conver- 
fation  with  him  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th,  on  the  arrangements  to 
be  taken  for  our  further  opera¬ 
tions  ;  when  I  urged,  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  manner,  the  neceflity  of  not 
lofing  a  moment  in  bringing  up  the 
cavalry  and  ordnance  (hips,  tran¬ 
fports,  ftore  fhips,  vi&uallers,  &c. 
in  order  that  the  armament  might 
proceed  without  delay  to  its  defti- 
nation  ;  and  I  added  my  hopes,  that 
they  would  receive  the  protection 
of  the  fhips  of  war,  none  of  which 
had  yet  entered  the  Weft  Scheldt. 
The  frigates,  however,  did  not 
pafs  Flufhing  till  the  evening  of 
the  eleventh,  and  the  line  of  battle 
fhips  only  paffed  to  the  anchorage 
above  Flufhing  on  the  fourteenth, 
the  fecond  day  of  the  bombard¬ 
ment.  Thefe  fhips  beg^n  to  pro¬ 
ceed  up  the  river  on  the  eighteenth, 
and  arrived  on  the  nineteenth  ;  one 
divifion  as  high  as  the  bay  below 
Waerden,  the  other  off  the  Hanf- 
went,  where  they  remained ;  the 
Courageux  paffed  above  Batz  ;  the 
cavalry  fhips  only  got  through  the 
Sloe  paflage  into  the  Weft  Scheldt 
from  the  twentieth  to  the  twenty- 
third,  and  arrived  off  Batz  on  the 
twenty-fecond  and  twenty-fourth; 
the  ordnance  fhips  and  ftore  fhips 
paffed  through  from  the  twenty- 
fecond  to  the  twenty-third,  and 
arrived  at  their  deftination  off  Batz 
on  the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty- 
fifth  ;  the  tranfports  for  Lieutenant 
General  Grofvenor’s  divifion  only 
came  up  to  receive  them  on  the 
nineteenth,  on  which  day  they  em¬ 
barked  ;  and  thofe  for  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  Graham’s  divifion  on  the 
twentieth  and  twenty -firft ;  and 

they 
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they  arrived  off  Batz  on  the  24th. 
The  corps  of  Brigadier  General 
Rottenburgh,  and  the  light  batta¬ 
lions  of  the  German  legion,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  join  the  Earl  of  Roff. 
lyn’s  divifion  in  South  Beveland. 
From  this  ftatement  your  Majefty 
will  fee,  that  notwithftanding 
every  effort  on  my  part  with  the 
admiral,  the  armament  was  not 
affembled  at  the  point  of  its  defti- 
nation  till  the  twenty-fifth,  and  of 
courfe  that  the  means  of  commenc¬ 
ing  operations  fooner  again!!  An¬ 
twerp  were  never  in  my  power.  It 
now  became,  at  this  advanced  pe¬ 
riod,  my  duty  to  confider  very 
ferioufiy  the  expediency  of  land¬ 
ing  the  army  on  the  continent. 
On  comparing  all  the  intelligence 
obtained  as  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
enemy,  it  appeared  to  be  fuch  as 
to  leave  (as  ftated  in  my  difpatch 
of  the  twenty-ninth  of  Auguft) 
no  reafonable  profpe£l  of  fuccefs 
to  the  force  under  my  command, 
after  accomplifhing  the  prelimi¬ 
nary  operations  of  reducing  Fort 
Lillo  as  well  as  Liefkenfhoek,  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  Antwerp,  with¬ 
out  the  pofieflion  of  which  the  de. 
ftru&ion  of  the  fhips  and  arfenals 
of  the  enemy  could  not  be  effe&ed  ; 
and  in  addition  to  this,  the  ficknefs 
which  had  begun  to  attack  the  ar¬ 
my  about  the  twentieth,  and  which 
was  hourly  increafing  to  an  alarm¬ 
ing  extent,  created  the  mod  fieri  - 
ous  apprehenfions  in  the  minds  of 
the  medical  men,  as  to  its  further 
progrefs,  at  that  unhealthy  feafon, 
and  which  fatal  experience  has  fince 
fhown  to  have  been  too  well  found¬ 
ed.  Your  Majefty  will  not  be  fur- 
prified  if,  under  thefe  circumftances, 

I  paufed  in  requiring  the  admiral 
to  put  the  army  on  ftiore.  That 
a  landing  might  have  been  made, 


and  that  any  force  which  had  been 
oppofed  to  us  in  the  field  would 
have  yielded  to  the  fuperior  valour 
of  Britifti  troops,  I  have  no  doubt ; 
blit  then,  any  fuch  fuccefs  could 
have  been  of  no  avail  towards  the 
attainment  of  the  ultimate  objec!  ; 
and  there  was  ftill  lefs  chance  that 
the  enemy  would  have  given  us  the 
opportunity.  Secure  in  his  fortrefs, 
he  had  a  furer  game  to  play ;  for 
if  ever  the  army,  divided  as  it  muft 
neceffarily  have  been  in  order  to 
occupy  both  banks  of  the  river, 
expofed  to  the  effedl  of  inundation 
on  every  fide,  and  with  all  its  com¬ 
munications  liable  to  be  cut  off, 
while  the  force  of  the  enemy  was 
daily  and  hourly  increafing,  had 
once  fat  down  before  Antwerp,  it 
is  unneceffary  for  me  to  point  out 
to  your  Majefty  how  critical  muft 
in  a  fhort  time  have  been  their  fitu- 
ation.  But  when,  added  to  this, 
ficknefs  to  an  alarming  extent  had 
begun  to  fpread  itfielf  among  the 
troops,  and  the  certain  and  fatal 
progrefs  of  which,  at  that  feafon, 
was  but  too  well  afcertained,  it 
appeared  to  me  that  all  further  ad¬ 
vance  could  only  tend  to  commit 
irretrievably  the  fafety  of  the  army 
which  your  Majefty  had  confided 
to  me,  and  which  every  principle 
of  military  duty,  as  well  as  the 
diredl  tenour  of  my  inftrudlions, 
alike  forbade. 


2.  Sir  Richard  Strachan’s  Reply  to- 
Earl  Chatham’s  Statement , 

Contains  many  pointed  obferva- 
tions,  general  charges  of  inaccu¬ 
racy,  and  a  refutation  of  the  infi- 
nuations  both  again!!  the  gallant 
admiral  and  the  navy,  contained  in 

his 
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bis  lordlhip’s  ftatement.  As  to  the 
firft  point  to  which  his  Majefty*s 
attention  was  called,  namely,  “  that 
after  the  army  was  affembled  near 
Batz,  a  landing  in  profecution  of 
the  ulterior  objects  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  was  not  deemed  advifable,” 
Sir  Richard  declines  making  any 
remark,  becaufe  the  reafons  which 
are  faid  to  have  rendered  it  (i  fo 
clear  and  evident/*  were  not  fuch 
as  he  was  competent  to  appreciate. 
Upon  the  fecond  point,  Why  the 
army  was  not  fooner  affembled  at 
Batz,  to  re-commence  further  ope¬ 
rations,  the  gallant  admiral  enters 
into  a  long,  and  we  think,  fatif- 
fa&ory  explanation.  He  fays  that 
the  original  determination  of  land¬ 
ing  in  Zoutland  Bay  was  laid  afide 
while  at  Deal,  and  another  plan 
for  landing  on  Domburgh  Beach 
adopted  ;  but  in  confequence  of  a 
ftrong  wefterly  wind,  the  landing 
there  was  impoffible,  and  it  became 
neceffary  to  take  ftielter  in  the 
Roompot  and  Veergat,  where  the 
eonftant  fucceffion  of  gales  for 
many  days  made  it  impoffible,  in¬ 
dependently  of  other  obftacles,  to 
recur  to  the  original  intention  of 
entering  the  weftern  mouth  of  the 
Scheldt.  The  difembarkation  was 
ultimately  effected.  Sir  Richard 
then  proceeds :  “  When,  therefore, 
Lord  Chatham  contends  in  his  ftate- 
ment,  that  the  fecond  point,  name¬ 
ly,  *  why  the  army  was  not  brought 
up  fooner  to  the  deftination  from 
whence  all  its  operations  were  to 
commence,  is  purely  a  naval  confi- 
fferation/  his  pofition  is  certainly 
true  in  words,  but  as  certainly  in¬ 
correct  in  its  implied  meaning.  It 
is  obvious  that  the  army  might 
have  marched  to  Batz  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  days ;  but  it  is  alfo  ob¬ 
vious  that  it  could  not  be  conveyed 
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on  board  a  fleet  of  400  tranfports, 
befides  frigates,  Hoops,  and  flotilla, 
through  a  very  intricate  channel, 
without  fome  delay.  The  difficulty 
of  conduding  fuch  a  fleet  at  all 
through  the  mazes  of  fuch  a  navi¬ 
gation,  can  only  be  appreciated  by 
profeffional  men  ;  it  was  very 
greatly  increafed  by  an  adverfe 
wind,  blowing  for  fome  time  with 
fuch  violence  as  to  render  the  ex¬ 
pedient  of  warping  (the  only  means 
of  proceeding)  totally  impractica¬ 
ble  ;  fuch  obftacles  to  our  progrefs 
were  only  to  be  overcome  by  great 
exertions  and  perfeverance,  by  a 
coniiderable,  but  not,  as  I  truft,  an 
unneceffary  expenditure  of  labour 
and  time.**  The  gallant  admiral 
totally  denies  the  affertion  that  an 
agreement  was  entered  into  for  a 
fimultaneous  attack  by  fea  and  land 
upon  Fluffiing,  for  the  purpofe  of 
avoiding  the  delay  of  a  regular 
fiege :  it  was  impoffible,  he  fays, 
for  fuch  an  agreement  to  have  been 
made ;  as,  under  the  well-afcer- 
tained  circumftances  of  the  garri- 
fon,  it  was  too  defperate  an  enter- 
prife  to  be  entertained.  He  thinks, 
however,  that  if  the  plan  he  had 
fuggefted  had  been  adopted,  name¬ 
ly,  to  land  the  cavalry  on  South 
Beveland,  and  feleCf  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  tranfports — -that  a  delay  of 
only  a  few  days  would  have  re- 
fulted  from  the  adverfe  accident 
which  gave  a  different  courfe  to 
the  direction  of  our  operations. 
The  firft  part  of  the  flotilla  which 
got  through  the  Slough  were  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  cutting  off  the  com¬ 
munication  between  Cadfand  and 
Fluffiing.  It  was  not  until  the 
7th  of  Auguft  that  the  fea  blockade 
of  Fluffiing  could  be  eftabliffied, 
owing  to  the  adverfe  winds ;  and  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  naval  fervice 
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were  expedited  as  foon  as  the  vari¬ 
ous  difficulties  could  be  overcome. 
Sir  Richard  then  concludes :  “  From 
this  period  I  confidered  myfelf 
bound  implicitly  to  accede  to  the 
wifhes  of  the  commander-in-chief. 
With  him  alone  was  there  an  option 
between  a  march  of  thirty-fix  hours 
and  a  voyage  of  indefinite  length. 
I  trull  that  it  was  owing  to  no  de¬ 
fied  of  zeal  on  my  part,  and  I  am 
fure  it  was  owing  to  no  want  of 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  many 
excellent  naval  officers  whom  I 
have  the  honour  to  command,  that 
the  progiefsof  a  fleet  which  it  was 
neceflary  to  warp,  or,  in  lefis  tech¬ 
nical  language,  to  haul  by  human 
labour,  through  the  windings  of  a 
molt  intricate  channel,  and  often 
diredly  in  the  teeth  of  the  wind, 
appeared  fo  tardy,  that  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham  ‘  faw  no  movement  making  to 
pulh  forward  a  Angle  veflel  to  the 
Weft  Scheldt.*  The  exertions  of 
the  naval  officers  and  men  were 
not  rendered  lefs  irkfome  by  the 
perfuafion  that  the  labour  which, 
though  inceffant,  often  proved  un¬ 
availing,  might  have  been  fpared 
to  them  at  the  expence  of  a  Ihort 
march  acrofs  the  ifland  of  South 
Beveland.  To  impute  to  me  or  to 
the  navy,  under  the  name  of  delay, 
the  lofs  of  time  which  was  pafled 
by  me  in  conftant  folieitude,  and 
by  the  men  in  unremitting  toil,  is 
not  what  1  Ihould  have  expeded 
from  Lord  Chatham.  It  would 
have  been  more  agreeable  to  my¬ 
felf  to  have  offered  to  their  Lord- 
Ihips  a  Ample  journal  of  the  daily 
tranfadions  of  the  fleet,  as  that 
courfe  would  have  afforded  me  the 
opportunity  of  paying  a  juft  tribute 
of  gratitude  to  the  numerous,  able, 
and  zealous  officers,  by  whom  I  was 
aided  in  the  different  branches  of 
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the  fervice  under  my  diredions, 
and  who  may  poffibly  confider 
themfelves  as  unjuftly  fubjed,  to¬ 
gether  with  myfelf,  to  fome  imputa¬ 
tion  from  the  marked,  and  perhaps, 
invidious  accuracy,  with  which  the 
particular  days  of  arrival  of  dif¬ 
ferent  divifions  are  fpecified  in  Lord 
Chatham’s  ftatement.  But  I  am 
convinced  that  it  was  not  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  his  Lordfhip,  in  colleding 
fuch  a  multitude  of  dates,  to  attri¬ 
bute  any  blame  to  thofe  officers. 
He  has  clofed  his  report  by  point¬ 
ing  me  out  as  the  only  objed  of 
his  animadverflons.  He  leaves  me 
to  account  for  the  difficulties  which 
prevented  the  inveftment  of  Flufh- 
ing,  as  well  as  to  ftiow  the  obfta- 
cles  which  prefented  themfelves  to 
the  early  progrefs  of  the  armament 
up  the  Weft  Scheldt.  He  was  not 
aware,  it  feems,  that  the  firft  point 
was  rendered  impofiible  by  the  ftate 
of  the  winds ;  he  was  not  even 
aware  that  the  circumftance  of  his 
being  blown  into  the  Eaft  Scheldt, 
had  impeded  his  progrefs  up  the 
Weft  Scheldt.  Concerning  Lord 
Chatham’s  opinions,  I  have  now 
ceafed  to  be  folicitous  :  but  I  am, 
and  everfhall  be,  Ancerely  anxious, 
that  your  Lordlhips  fhould  not  fee 
caufe  to  regret  the  confidence  with 
which  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
honour  me  upon  this  occafion,** 


Report  from  the  Seledi  Committee  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  concerning  Sir  Francis 
Burdett’s  Arrefi. 

(( It  appears  to  your  committee, 
after  referring  to  the  order  of  the 
houfe  on  the  5th  day  of  April  laft, 
for  the  commitment  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  to  the  Tower ;  the  war¬ 
rants 
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rants  of  the  fpeaker  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe;  the  letter  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  to  the  fpeaker,  dated  the 
17th  day  of  April  laft ;  the  report 
and  examination  of  the  ferjeant- 
at-arms,  touching  his  proceedings 
in  the  execution  of  fuch  warrants ; 
the  notices  of  the  fpeaker  referred 
to  your  committee  ;  the  demand 
made  upon  the  ferjeant-at-arms  of 
a  copy  of  the  warrant  under  which 
he  arrefted  Sir  Francis  Burdett ; 
the  writ  ferved  upon  the  ferjeant, 
and  the  fummons  ferved  upon  the 
fpeaker,  and  the  notice  of  declara¬ 
tion  filed  againft  the  ferjeant ; 
which  faid  notices,  demand,  writ, 
and  fummons,  are  all  at  the  fuit  or 
on  behalf  of  the  faid  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  and  all  bear  the  name  of  the 
fame  folicitor,  John  Ellis-— That 
the  faid  proceedings  have  been 
brought  againft  the  fpeaker  and  the 
ferjeant  on  account  of  what  was 
done  by  them  refpe&ively  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  order  of  the  houfe  ; 
and  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing 
into  queftion,  before  a  court  of  law, 
the  legality  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  houfe  in  ordering  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and 
of  the  conduct  of  the  fpeaker  and 
the  ferjeant,  in  obedience  to  that 
order. 

I.  Your  committee,  not  in  con- 
fequence  of  any  doubt  upon  the 
queftion  fo  intended  to  be  raifed, 
but  for  the  purpofe  of  colle&ing 
into  one  view  fuch  precedents  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  houfe,  upon 
cafes  of  breach  of  privilege,  as 
might  afford  light  upon  this  im¬ 
portant  fubjeft,  have  in  the  firft 
place  examined  the  journals,  with 
relation  to  the  pra&ice  of  the  houfe 
in  commitment  of  perfons,  whether 
members  or  others,  for  breaches  of 
privilege,  by  offenfive  words  or 
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writings  derogatory  to  the  honour 
and  charafter  of  the  houfe,  or  of 
any  of  its  members ;  and  they  have 
found  numerous  inftances,  in  the 
hiftory  of  parliament,  fo  far  as  the 
journals  extend,  of  the  frequent, 
uniform,  and  uninterrupted  practice 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  com¬ 
mit  to  different  cuftodies,  perfons 
whom  they  have  adjudged  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  their  privileges  by 
fo  offending. 

The  ftatement  of  thefe  prece¬ 
dents,  which  eftablifh  the  law  of 
parliament  upon  this  point  by  the 
ufage  of  parliament ;  the  utility  of 
fuch  law  ;  and  the  neceflity  which 
exifts  for  its  continuance,  in  order 
to  maintain  the  dignity  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ; 
its  analogy  to  the  acknowledged 
powers  of  courts  of  juftice,  and  the 
recognition  of  fuch  rights  in  various 
inftances,  by  legal  authorities,  by 
judicial  decifions,  and  by  the  other 
branch  of  the  legiflature ;  as  well 
as  the  invariable  afiertion  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  it  by  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  are  topics  which  may  be  re- 
ferved  for  a  further  report.  And 
although  there  are  fome  inftances  in 
which  the  Houfe  has  thought  fit  to 
dired  profecutions  for  fuch  offences, 
yet  the  committee  confidently  ftate, 
that  the  more  frequent  pradlice  of 
the  Houfe,  at  all  times,  has  been  to 
vindicate  its  own  privileges  by  its 
own  authority. 

II.  The  fubjed  which  appears 
to  your  committee  to  prefs  moft 
urgently  for  an  immediate  report, 
is  the  ftate  of  the  law  and  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  Houfe  in  cafes  either  of 
criminal  profecution  or  civil  a&ion 
againft  any  of  its  members,  for  any 
thing  fpoken  or  done  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  ;  or  for  any  proceed¬ 
ing  againft  any  of  its  officers,  or 

any 
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any  other  perfons  ading  under  its 
authority. 

The  principal  inftances  to  be 
found  under  this  head  arofe  out  of 
thofe  proceedings  which,  in  the 
time  of  Charles  the  Firft,  Charles 
the  Second,  and  James  the  Second, 
were  inftitutedby  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  in  derogation  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Commons  of 
England.  Thofe  proceedings  were 
refilled  and  refented  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ;  were  condemned  by 
the  whole  legiflature,  as  utterly  and 
diredly  contrary  to  the  known  laws 
and  ftatutes,  and  freedom  of  this 
realm  j  and  led  di redly  to  the  de¬ 
claration  of  the  bill  of  rights, 
e‘  That  the  freedom  of  fpeech,  and 
debates  or  proceedings  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  ought  not  to  be  impeached 
or  queftioned  in  any  court  or  place 
out  of  parliament  j”  and  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  no  hefitation  in  Hat¬ 
ing,  that  this  article  in  the  bill  of 
rights  extends  as  clearly  to  adions 
or  indidments  brought,  or  profe- 
cutions  by  individuals,  as  to  in¬ 
formations  or  other  proceedings  di- 
redly  inftituted  by  the  authority  of 
the  crown. 

The  law  of  parliament  on  this 
fubjed,  fo  far  as  relates  to  words 
fpoken  in  parliament,  was  1  eg i da¬ 
tively  declared  in  a  ftatute  to  be 
found  in  the  parliament  roll  of  the 
fourth  of  Henry  VIII.  By  that 
ad,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  free 
fpeech  in  parliament  areeftablifiied, 
and  a  fpecial  adion  is  given  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  party  injured  by  any 
adion  brought  againft:  him  for 
words  fpoken  in  parliament.  And 
from  this  ftatute  it  appears  that 
parliament,  at  that  time,  when  the 
cafe  occurred,  which  feemed  to  fhow 
the  expediency  of  legiflative  provi- 
lion  to  give  fuller  force  and  protec¬ 


tion  to  its  privileges,  made  it  the 
fubjed  of  fuch  provifions. 

In  the  5th  of  Charles  I.  an  in¬ 
formation  was  filed  againft  Sir  J. 
Elliot,  Denzel  Holies,  Efq.  and 
Benjamin  Valentine,  for  their 
fpeeches  and  condud  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons;  judgment  was  given 
againft  them  in  the  King’s  Bench  ; 
they  were  fentenced  to  imprifon- 
ment,  and  were  fined.  In  the  par¬ 
liament  which  met  in  1640,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  after  a  report 
made  on  the  ftate  of  the  cafes  of 
Mr.  Holies,  and  the  reft  of  the 
imprifoned  members,  in  the  third 
of  Charles,  came  to  feveral  refolu- 
tions,  by  which  they  refolved,  that 
thefe  proceedings  were  againft  the 
law  and  privilege  of  parliament ; 
and  condemned  the  authors  and 
adors  in  them  as  perfons  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  thefe 
proceedings  were  again  taken  into 
confideration,  and  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  came  to  feveral  refolu- 
tions.  On  the  1 2th  of  November, 
1667,  they  refolved,  That  the  ad 
of  parliament  in  the  4th  year  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  above 
referred  to,  is  a  declaratory  law  of 
the  ancient  and  neceflary  rights 
and  privileges  of  parliament.  On 
the  23d  of  November,  1667, 
they  refolved,  That  the  judgment 
above  referred  to  againft  Sir  J. 
Elliot,  D.  Holies,  and  B.  Valen¬ 
tine,  Efqrs.  in  the  King’s  Bench, 
was  an  illegal  judgment,  and  on. 
the  7th  of  December,  1667,  they 
defired  the  concurrence  of  the 
Lords.  The  Lords,  on  the  12th 
of  December,  agreed  with  the  Com¬ 
mons  in  thefe  votes. 

Your  committee  next  refer  to 
the  cafe  of  Sir  William  Williams  ; 

the 
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the  detail  of  which  they  proceed  to 
infert  from  the  report  of  a  former 
committee  of  this  houfe. 

<e  The  cafe  of  Sir  William  Wil¬ 
liams,  againft  whom,  after  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  parliament  held  at 
Oxford,  an  information  was  brought 
by  the  attorney-general,  in  the 
King’s  Bench,  in  Trin.  term,  36 
Car.  II.  for  a  mifdemeanor,  for 
having  printed  the  information 
againft  Thomas  Dangerfield,  which 
he  had  ordered  to  be  printed  when 
he  was  fpeaker,  by  order  of  the 
houfe.  judgment  pafted  againft  him 
on  this  information,  in  the  fecond 
year  of  King  James  the  Second. 
This  proceeding  the  convention 
parliament  deemed  fo  great  a  griev¬ 
ance,  and  fo  high  an  infringement 
of  the  rights  of  parliament,  that  it 
appears  to  your  committee  to  be 
the  principal  if  not  the  foie  objedf 
of  the  firft  part  of  the  eighth  head 
of  the  means  ufed  by  King  James 
to  fubvert  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
this  kingdom,  as  fet  forth  in  the 
declaration  of  the  two  houfes ; 
which  will  appear  evident  from  the 
account  given  in  the  Journal,  8th 
of  February,  1688,  of  the  forming 
of  that  declaration,  the  eighth  head 
of  which  was  at  firft  conceived  in 
thefe  words :  videlicet,  £  By  caufing 
informations  to  be  brought  and 
profecuted  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  for  matters  and  caufes  cog¬ 
nizable  only  in  parliament,  and  by 
divers  other  illegal  and  arbitrary 
courfes.’  ” 

1  ith  of  February,  1688.- — si  To 
this  article  the  Lords  difagreed  ; 
and  gave  for  a  reafon,  becaufe  they 
do  not  fully  apprehend  what  is 
meant  by  it,  nor  what  inftances 
there  have  been  of  it ;  which  there¬ 
fore  they  defire  may  be  explained, 

Vo  1.  LI I.  or  Vol.  X.  New  Se 


if  the  houfe  fhould  think  fit  to  infill 
further  on  it.*' 

1 2th  of  February,  1688. — 
“  The  houfe  difagree  with  the 
Lords  in  their  amendment  of  leav¬ 
ing  out  the  eighth  article.  But  in 
refpefl  to  the  liberty  given  by  the 
Lords  in  explaining  that  matter, 
Refolved,  ‘  That  the  words  do 
ftand  in  this  manner  ;  By  profecu- 
tions  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench 
for  matters  and  caufes  cognizable 
only  in  parliament,  and  by  divers 
other  arbitrary  and  illegal  courfes/ 
By  which  amendment,  your  com® 
mittee  obferves,  that  the  houfe 
adapted  the  article  more  correflljr 
to  the  cafe  they  had  in  view  ;  for 
the  information  was  filed  in  King 
Charles  the  Second's  time  ;  but  the 
profeCution  was  carried  on,  and 
judgment  obtained,  in  the  fecond 
year  of  King  James/' 

That  the  meaning  of  the  houfe 
fhould  be  made  more  evident  to  the 
Lords,  the  houfe  ordered,  £  That 
Sir  William  Williams  be  added  to 
the  managers  of  the  conference  / 
and  Sir  William  Williams  the  fame 
day  reports  the  conference  with  the 
Lords  ;  and,  (  That  their  Lordfhips 
had  adopted  the  article  in  the  words 
as  amended  by  the  Commons.* 
And  correfponding  to  this  article 
of  grievance  is  the  aiTertion  of  the 
right  of  the  fubjeft,  in  the  ninth 
article  of  the  declaratory  part  of  the 
bill  of  rights ;  viz.  That  the  free¬ 
dom  of  debates  or  proceedings  in 
parliament  might  not  be  impeached 
or  queftioned  in  any  court  or  place 
out  of  parliament.” 

To  which  may  be  added,  the 
latter  part  of  the  fixth  refolution 
of  the  exception  to  be  made  in  the 
bill  of  indemnity,  journal,  vol.  x. 
page  146,  wherein  after  reciting 
IES.  [iV  n]  the 
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the  furrender  of  charters,  and  the 
violating  of  rights  and  freedoms  of 
elections,  &c.  it  proceeds  in  thefe 
words :  ‘  And  the  queftioning  the 
proceedings  of  parliament,  out  of 
parliament,  bp  declarations,  infor¬ 
mations,  or  otherwife,  are  crimes 
for  which  fome  perfons  may  be 
juftly  excepted  out  of  the  bill  of 
indemnity.'  * 

On  the  nth  of  June,  1689, 
the  houfe  ordered,  “  That  the  re¬ 
cords  of  the  Court  of  King’s 
Eench,  relating  to  the  proceedings 
againft  William  Williams,  Efq. 
now  Sir  William  Williams,  Knt. 
and  Bart,  late  fpeaker  of  this 
houfe,  be  brought  into  this  houfe, 
by  the  cuftos  brevium  of  the  fa  id 
court,  on  Thurfday  morning  next/’ 

On  the  nth  of  July,  (i  The 
record  was  read  ;  and  the  houfe 
thereupon  refolved.  That  the  judg¬ 
ment  given  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  in  Eafter  term  2  Jac.  2di. 
againft  William  Williams,  Efq. 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  in  the  parliament  held  at 
Weftminfter,  the  25th  of  October, 
3  2d  Car.  2di,  for  matter  done  by 
order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  as  fpeaker  thereof,  is  an  ille¬ 
gal  judgment,  and  againft  the  free¬ 
dom  of  parliament. 

“  Refolved,  That  a  bill  be 
brought  in  to  reverfe  the  faid  judg¬ 
ment.” 

(t  This  bill  was  twice  read,  but 
went  no  further  in  that  feffion.” 
A  fimilar  bill  was  in  the  following 
feffion  ordered  to  be  brought  in  ; 
and  a  third  bill  palled  the  Com¬ 
mons  in  1695,  and  was  fent  up  to 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  but  did  not 
proceed  there  to  a  fecond  reading. 

It  appears  further,  that  on  the 
4th  of  June,  1689,  iC  A  petition 
of  John  Topham,  Efq.  was  read, 


fetting  forth,  that  he,  being  a  fer- 
jeant-at-arms,  and  attending  the 
houfe  in  the  years  1679  and  1680, 
when  feveral  orders  were  made, 
and  directed  to  the  petitioner,  for 
the  taking  into  his  cuftody  the  fe¬ 
veral  perfons  of  Sir  Charles  Neale, 
&c.  and  others,  for  feveral  mifde. 
meanours  by  them  committed,  in 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  the 
houfe ;  and  after  that  the  Com¬ 
mons  were  diftolved,  and  the  faid  , 
perfons  being  refolved  to  ruin  the 
petitioner,  did,  in  Blilary  terra, 
the  33d  or  34th  of  King  Charles, 
fue  the  petitioner  in  the  King’s 
Bench  in  feveral  a&ions  of  trefpafs, 
battery,  and  falfe  imprifonment, 
for  taking  and  detaining  them  as 
aforefaid:  to  which  a£Hons  the 
petitioner  pleaded  to  the  jurifdlc- 
tion  of  the  court  the  faid  feveral 
orders  ;  but  fuch  his  plea  was  over¬ 
ruled  ;  the  then  judges  ruling  the 
petitioner  to  plead  in  chief,  and 
thereupon  he  pleaded  the  orders  in 
bar  to  the  aftions  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  which  plea  and  orders,  the  then 
judges  gave  judgment  againft  him, 
&c.” 

Upon  the  report  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  privileges  and  eleftions, 
to  whom  the  petition  of  J.  Top- 
ham  was  referred,  the  houfe  re¬ 
folved,  i(  That  this  houfe  doth 
agree  with  the  committee,  that  the 
judgment  given  by  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench,  Eafter  term,  34th 
Car.  II.  regis,  upon  the  plea  of 
John  Topham,  at  the  fuit  of  John 
jay,  to  the  jurifdidion  of  that 
court  ;  and  alfo  the  judgments 
given  againft  the  faid  Mr.  Top¬ 
ham,  at  the  fuit  of  Samuel  Ver¬ 
dun,  &c.  are  illegal,  and  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  privileges  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  pernicious  to  the  rights 
of  parliament. **  Whereupon  it 
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was  ordered,  i(  That  Sir  Francis 
Pemberton,  Sir  Thomas  Jones, 
and  Sir  Francis  Wythens  do  attend 
this  houfe  on  Wednefday  morning 
next.” 

ts  In  confequence  of  this  order. 
Sir  Francis  Pemberton  and  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Jones,  who  had  been  two  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  at  the  time  when  the  judg¬ 
ment  was  paffed,  were  heard  in 
their  defence  ;  and  afterwards  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  ferjeanr-at-arms,  for 
their  breach  of  privileges  of  this 
houfe,  by  giving  judgment  to  over¬ 
rule  the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench.” 

Your  Committee  think  it  pro¬ 
per  to  {late.  That  Sir  Francis  Pem¬ 
berton  and  Sir  Thomas  Jones,  in 
defending  themfelves  at  the  bar  of 
this  houfe  for  their  conduct  in 
over-ruling  the  plea  to  their  jurif- 
diftion  in  the  actions  of  Jay  <v, 
Topham,  &c,  defended  the  judg¬ 
ment  they  had  given,  by  refting 
upon  the  nature  of  the  pleading, 
and  not  by  denying  the  jurifdic- 
tion  or  authority  of  this  houfe  j 
and  Sir  FrancisPernberton  exprefsly 
admitted,  that,  for  any  thing  tranf- 
afted  in  this  houfe,  no  other  court 
had  any  jurifdiftion  to  hear  and 
determine  it. 

Your  Committee  in  the  next 
place  think  it  expedient  to  Hate  to 
the  houfe,  that  there  are  various 
inllances  in  which  perfons  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
have  been  brought  up  by  habeas 
corpus  before  the  judges  and  courts 
of  common  law ;  and  in  thefe 
cafes,  upon  its  appearing  by  the 
return  to  the  habeas  corpus,  that 
they  were  committed  under  the 
fpeaker’s  warrant,  they  have  been 
invariably  remanded. 


III.  Having  Hated  thefe  in- 
ftances  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
afts  and  commitments  of  this  houfe 
have  been  brought  into  judgment 
in  other  courts,  and  the  confe- 
quences  of  fuch  proceedings,  your 
committee  further  think  it  proper, 
and  in  fome  degree  connefted  with 
this  fubj eft,  to  advert  to  the  courfe 
which  was  adopted  for  Haying  pro.* 
ceeding  in  fuits  brought  againft: 
members  and  their  fervants,  while 
they  were  protefted  from  fuch  fuits 
during  the  fitting  of  parliament. 

The  roll  of  parliament,  8  th  of 
Edward  II.  affords  the  earlielfc 
trace  which  your  committee  has 
found  upon  this  fubjeft.  It  is  a 
writ  from  the  king,  confirmatory 
of  the  privilege  of  being  free  from 
fuits  in  time  of  parliament,  and  is 
in  the  following  words  ; 

“  Rex  mandavit  jufticiariis  fins 
ad  afiifas,  jurat.  &c.  capiend’  af- 
fignat  :  quod  fuperfedeant  captio- 
ni  eorundum  ubi  comites  barones 
et  alii  fummonati  ad  pari,  regis 
funt  partes  quamdiu  diftum  parlia- 
mentum  duraverit.” 

There  have  been  various  modes 
of  proceeding  to  enforce  this  privi¬ 
lege.  In  Dewes’s  Journal,  p.  436, 
31ft  of  Elizabeth,  158.8 — *589, 
Friday,  the  2iil  of  February, 
your  Committee  find  the  following 
entry  : — Upon  a  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Harris,  that  divers  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  houfe  having  writs  of 
nifi  prius  brought  againft  them, 
to  be  tried  at  the  adze  in  fundry 
places  of  this  realm,  to  be  holden 
and  kept  in  the  circuits  of  this 
prefent  vacation,  and  that  writs  of 
fuperfedeas  might  be  awarded  in 
thofe  cafes  in  refpeft  of  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  this  houfe  due  and  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  members  of  the 
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fame;  it  is  agreed,  that  thofe  of 
this  houfe  whidh  (hall  occafion  to 
require  fuch  benefit  of  privilege  in 
that  behalf,  may  repair  unto  Mr, 
Speaker,  to  declare  unto  him  the 
Hate  of  their  cafes,  and  that  he, 
upon  his  difcretion  (if  the  cafes 
{hail  fo  require)  may  dired  the 
warrant  of  this  houfe  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England,  for  the 
awarding  of  fuch  writs  of  fuperfe- 
deas  accordingly.” 

But  the  houfe  ufed  to  {fay  alfo 
proceedings  by  its  own  authority  ; 
fometimes  fending  the  ferjeant-at- 
arms  to  deliver  the  perfon  arrefled 
out  of  cuftody  ;  and  fometimes  by 
letter  from  the  fpeaker  to  the 
judges  before  whom  the  caufe  was 
to  be  tried.  Of  this  latter  mode 
of  proceeding,  your  Committee 
find  many  inftances  previous  to  the 
3d  of  Charles  I.  Your  Commit¬ 
tee  find  a  decifion  againif  the  au¬ 
thority  of  fuch  a  letter  in  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench,  which 
is  reported  in  the  margin  of  DyePs 
Reports,  p.  60,  and  in  Latch,  pp. 
48  and  150.  And  fhortly  after 
the  refufal  by  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench  to  notice  this  letter  from  the 
fpeaker,  the  parliament  was  dif- 
folved.  There  are,  however,  many 
other  inftances  of  this  courfe  of 
proceeding  after  the  Reftoration  ; 
and  in  the  infiance  of  Lord  New¬ 
burgh  (23d  of  February,  1 66g) 
the  houfe  ordered  the  proceedings 
to  outlawry  to  be  if  aid  during  the 
feffions,  and  the  record  of  the  exi¬ 
gents  to  be  vacated  and  taken  off 
the  file. 

The  laft  inftance  which  your 
Committee  find  of  fuch  letters  hav¬ 
ing  been  written,  occurs  in  the 
Lord  Buikeley’s  cafe  in  1691,  in 
which  the  fpeaker  is  direded  to 
write  a  letter  to  the  prothonotary 
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that  lie  do  not  make  out,  and  to  the 
fneriff  of  the  county  of  Pembroke 
that  he  do  not  execute  any  writ, 
whereby  the  Lord  Bulkeley’s  pof- 
fefiions  may  be  difturbed,  until 
Mr.  Speaker  {hall  have  examined 
and  reported  the  matter  to  the 
houfe,  and  this  houfe  take  further 
order  thereon.  By  the  12th  and 
1  3th  of  William  III.  c.  3,  this  pri¬ 
vilege  was  curtailed  ;  and  further, 
by  fiatute  two  and  three  of  Anne, 
c.  1 8, — 1  ith  of  George  II.  c.  24, 
—  10th  of  George  III.  c.  50. 

Lord  Chief  Juftice  de  Grey  fays, 
in  Crolby’s  cafe,  “  If  a  member 
was  arrefted  before  the  12th  and 
13th  of  Wr.  III.  the  method  in 
Wefiminfier-hall  was  to  difcharge 
him  by  writ  of  privilege,  under 
the  great  feal,  which  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  fuperfedeas  to  the  pro¬ 
ceeding.  The  fiatute  of  William 
has  now  altered  this,  and  there  is 
no  neceffity  to  plead  the  privileges 
of  a  member  of  parliament.”  All 
thefe  ads  merely  apply  to  proceed¬ 
ings  againft  members  in  refped  of 
their  debts  and  adions  as  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  not  in  refped  of  their 
condud  as  members  of  parliament ; 
and  therefore  they  do  not  in  any 
way  abridge  the  ancient  law  and 
privilege  of  parliament,  fo  far  as 
they  refped  the  freedom  and  con¬ 
dud  of  members  of  parliament  as 
fuch,  or  the  protedion  which  the 
houfe  may  give  to  perfons  ading 
under  its  authority. 

IV.  Upon  the  whole  it  appears 
to  your  Committee,  that  the  bring¬ 
ing  thefe  adions  againft  the  fpeaker 
and  the  ferjeant,  for  ads  done  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  this 
houfe,  is  a  breach  of  the  privilege 
of  this  houfe. 

And  it  appears,  that  in  the  feve- 
ral  inftances  of  adions  commenced 
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in  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
houfe,  the  houfe  has  proceeded  by 
commitment,  not  only  againft  the 
party,  but  againft  the  folicitor  and 
other  perfons  concerned  in  bringing 
fuch  actions  ;  but  your  Committee 
think  it  right  to  obferve,  that  the 
commitment  of  fuch  party,  folici¬ 
tor,  or  other  perfons,  would  not 
neceffarily  flop  the  proceedings 
in  fuch  atftion. 

That  as  the  particular  ground  of 
addon  does  not  neceffarily  appear 
upon  the  writ  or  upon  the  declara¬ 
tion,  the  court,  before  which  fuch 
adion  is  brought,  cannot  flay  the 
fuit,  or  give  judgment  againft  the 
plaint  iff,  till  it  is  informed,  by  due 
courfe  of  legal  proceeding,  that 
fuch  adion  is  brought  for  a  thing 
done  by  order  of  the  houfe. 

And  it  therefore  appears  to  your 
Committee,  That  even  though  the 
houfe  fhould  think  fit  to  commit 
the  folicitor  or  other  perfon  con¬ 
cerned  in  commencing  thefeadions, 
yet  it  will  ftill  be  expedient  that 
the  houfe  fhould  give  leave  to  the 
fpeaker  and  the  ferjeant  to  appear 
to  the  adions,  and  to  plead  to  the 
fame  ;  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing 
under  the  knowledge  of  the  coart 
the  authority  under  which  they 
aded :  and  if  the  houfe  fhould 
agree  with  that  opinion,  your  com¬ 
mittee  fubmits  to  the  houfe,  whe¬ 
ther  it  would  not  be  proper  that 
diredion  fhould  be  given  by  this 
houfe  for  defending  the  fpeaker  and 
the  ferjeant  againft  the  faid  adions. 


AbjiraSi  of  the  Bullion  Report* 

Your  committee  have  found  that 
the  price  of  gold  bullion,  which, 
by  the  regulations  of  his  Majefty’s 
mint,  is  3/.  17 s..  \o\d,  per  ounce 


of  ftandard  finenefs,  was,  during 
the  years  1806,  1807,  and  180$, 
as  high  as  4/.  in  the  market.  To¬ 
wards  the  end  of  1808  it  began  to 
advance  very  rapidly,  and  conti¬ 
nued  very  high  during  the  whole 
year  1809;  mar^et  price  of 
ftandard  gold  in  bars  fluduating 
from  4/.  9 s.  to  4/.  1 2r.  per  oz. 
The  market  price  at  4/.  ior.  is 
about  1 percent,  above  the  mint 
price. 

It  appeared  to  your  comm’ttee, 
that  it  might  be  of  ufe,  in  judging 
of  the  caufe  of  this  high  price  of 
gold  bullion,  to  be  informed  alfo 
of  the  prices  of  filver  during  the 
fame  period.  The  price  of  ftandard 
filver  in  his  Majefty’s  mint  is  5/. 
2 d.  per  ounce ;  at  this  ftandard 
price,  the  value  of  a  Spanifh  dol¬ 
lar  is  49.  4 d.  or,  which  comes  to 
the  fame  thing,  Spanifh  dollars  are, 
at  that  ftandard  price,  worth  4  s, 
11  \d.  per  ounce.  It  is  ftated  in 
WettenhalPs  Tables,  that  through- 
out  the  year  1809,  the  price  of 
new  dollars  fluctuated  from  $s.  $d. 
to  59.  7 A  per  ounce,  or  from  10  to 
13  percent,  above  the  mint  price 
of  ftandard  fil  ver.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  laft  month,  new  dollars  have 
been  quoted  as  high  as  5;.  &/.  per 
ounce,  or  more  than  15  per  cent, 
above  the  mint  price. 

Your  committee  have  likewife 
found,  that  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  1808,  the  exchanges  with  the 
continent  became  very  unfavourable 
to  this  country,  and  continued  ftill 
more  unfavourable  through  the 
whole  of  1  809,  and  the  three  firft 
months  of  the  prefent  year. 

Hamburgh,  Amfterdam,  and 
Paris,  are  the  principal  places  with 
which  the  exchanges  are  eftablifhed 
at  prefent.  During  the  laft  fix 
months  of  1809,  and  the  three  firft 

[N  n  3]  months 


566]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


months  of  the  prefen t  year,  the 
exchanges  on  Hamburgh  and  Am- 
jfterdam  were  deprefled  as  low  as 
from  1 6  to  20  per  cent,  below  par; 
and  that  on  Paris  dill  lower. 

So  extraordinary  a  rife  in  the 
market  price  of  gold  in  this  coun¬ 
try  coupled  with  fo  remarkable  a 
deprefiion  of  our  exchanges  with 
the  continent,  very  clearly,  in  the 
judgment  of  your  committee, 
pointed  to  fomethiog  in  the  (late 
of  our  own  domeftic  currency  as 
the  caufe  of  both  appearances,, 
But,  before  they  adopted  that  con- 
clufion,  which  feemed  agreeable  to 
all  former  reafonings  and  expe¬ 
rience,  they  thought  it  proper  to 
enquire  more  particularly  into  the 
circumdance  connedted  with  each 
of  thofe  two  fads ;  and  to  hear, 
from  perfons  of  commercial  prac¬ 
tice  and  detail,  what  explanations 
they  had  to  offer  of  fo  unufual  a 
Hate  of  things. 

It  will  be  found  by  the  evidence, 
that  the  high  price  of  gold  is  af> 
cribed,  by  mod  of  the  witnefies, 
entirely  to  an  alleged  fcarcity  of 
that  article*  arifing  out  of  an  un¬ 
ufual  demand  for  it  upon  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Europe.  This  unufual  de¬ 
mand  for  gold  upon  the  continent 
is  defcribedby  fome  of  them  as  be¬ 
ing  chiefly  for  the  ufe  of  the  French 
armies,  though  increafed  alfo  by 
that  date  of  alarm,  and  failure  of 
confidence,  which  leads  to  the 
pradice  of  hoarding. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion, 
that,  in  the  found  and  natural  date 
of  the  Britifh  currency,  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  which  is  gold,  no  in- 
creafed  demand  for  gold  from  other 
parts  of  the  world,  however  great, 
or  from  whatever  caufes  aridng, 
can  have  the  effed  of  producing 
here,  for  a  confiderable  period  of 


time,  a  material  rife  in  the  market 
price  of  gold.  But,  before  they 
proceed  to  explain  the  grounds  of 
that  general  opinion,  they  wifh  to 
date  fome  other  reafons,  which 
alone  would  have  led  them  to  doubt 
whether,  in  point  of  fad,  fuch  a 
demand  for  gold  as  is  alleged, 
has  operated  in  the  manner  fup- 
pofed. 

If  there  were  an  unufual  demand 
for  gold  upon  the  continent,  fuch 
as  could  influence  its  market  price 
in  this  country,  it  would  of  courfe 
influence  alfo,  and  indeed  in  the  fird 
indance,  its  price  in  the  continent 
tal  markets  ;  and  it  was  to  be  ex- 
peded  that  thofe  who  afcribed  the 
high  price  here  to  a  great  demand 
abroad,  would  have  been  prepared 
to  date  that  there  was  a  cor  ref- 
ponding  high  price  abroad*.  Your 
committee  did  not  find  that  they 
grounded  their  inference  upon  any 
fuch  information  ;  and  fo  far  as 
your  committee  have  been  enabled 
to  afcertain,  it  does  not  appear 
that  during  the  period  when  the 
price  of  gold  bullion  was  riling 
here,  as  valued  on  our  paper,  there 
was  any  correfponding  rife  in  the 
price  of  gold  bullion  in  the  market 
of  the  continent,  as  valued  in  their 
refpedive  currencies. 

With  refped  to  the  alleged  de¬ 
mand  for  gold  upon  the  continent 
for  the  fupply  of  the  French  ar¬ 
mies,  your  committee  mud  further 
obferve,  that,  if  the  wants  of  the 
military  cheft  have  been  latterly 
much  increafed,  the  general  fupply 
of  Europe  with  gold  has  been  aug¬ 
mented  by  all  the  quantity  which 
this  great  commercial  country  has 
fpared  in  confequence  of  the  fub- 
ditution  of  another  medium  of 
circulation.  And  your  committee 
cannot  omit  remarking,  that  though 
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the  circumftances  which  might  oc- 
cafion  fuch  an  increafed  demand 
may  recently  have  exiiled  in  greater 
force  than  at  former  periods,  yet 
in  the  former  wars  and  convulfions 
of  the  continent,  they  mult  have 
exiiled  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  pro¬ 
duce  fome  eftedl. 

The  two  moil  remarkable  pe¬ 
riods  prior  to  the  prefent,  when 
the  market  price  of  gold  in  this 
country  has  exceeded  our  mint 
price,  were  in  the  reign  of  King 
William,  when  the  fiver  coin  was 
very  much  worn  below  its  ftand- 
ard,  and  in  the  early  part  of  his 
prefent  Majefty’s  reign,  when  the 
gold  coin  was  very  much  worn 
below  its  ftandard.  In  both  thofe 
periods,  the  excefs  of  the  market 
price  of  gold  above  its  mint  price 
was  found  to  be  owing  to  the  bad 
fate  of  the  currency  ;  and  in  both 
inftances,  the  reformation  of  the 
currency  eftediually  lowered  the 
market  price  of  gold  to  the  level 
of  the  mint  price.  During  the 
whole  of  the  years  1796  and  1797, 
in  which  there  was  fuch  a  fcarcity 
of  gold,  occaftoned  by  the  great 
demands  of  the  country  bankers  in 
order  to  increafe  their  depofits,  the 
market  price  of  gold  never  rofe 
above  the  mint  price. 

Your  committee  have  ftill  fur¬ 
ther  to  remark  upon  this  point, 
that  the  evidence  laid  before  them 
has  led  them  to  entertain  much 
doubt  of  the  alleged  fad,  that  a 
fcarcity  of  gold  bullion  has  been 
recently  experienced  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  That  guineas  have  difap- 
peared  from  the  circulation,  there 
can  be  no  queftion  ;  but  that  do€s 
not  prove  a  fcarcity  of  bullion, 
any  more  than  the  high  price  proves 
that  fcarcity.  If  gold  is  rendered 
dear  by  any  other  caufe  than  fear- 
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city,  thofe  who  cannot  purchafe  it 
without  paying  the  high  price, 
will  be  very  apt  to  conclude  that  it 
is  fcarce.  A  very  extenlive  home 
dealer  who  was  examined,  and  who 
fpoke  very  much  of  the  fcarcity  of 
gold,  acknowledged  that  he  found 
no  difficulty  in  getting  any  quan¬ 
tity  he  wanted,  if  he  was  willing 
to  pay  the  price  for  it.  And  it 
appears  to  your  committee,  that, 
though  in  the  courfe  of  the  Iail 
year  there  have  been  large  exporta¬ 
tions  of  gold  to  the  continent, 
there  have  been  alfo  very  confider- 
abie  importations  of  it  into  this 
country  from  South  America, 
chiefly  through  the  Weft  Indies. 

It  is  important  alfo  to  obferve, 
that  the  rife  in  the  market  price  of 
fllver  in  this  country,  which  has 
nearly  correfponded  to  that  of  the 
market  price  of  gold,  cannot  in 
any  degree  be  aferibed  to  a  fcar¬ 
city  of  filver.  The  importations 
of  filver  have  of  late  years  been 
unufually  large,  while  the  ufual 
drain  for  India  and  China  has  been 
flopped. 

Since  the  fufpenfion  of  caflt  pay¬ 
ments  in  1797,  it  is  certain,  that, 
even  if  gold  is  ftill  our  meafure  of 
value  and  ftandard  of  prices,  it  ha$ 
been  expofed  to  a  new  caufe  of 
variation,  from  the  poftible  excefs 
of  that  paper  which  is  not  conver¬ 
tible  into  gold  at  will  ;  and  the 
limit  of  this  new  variation,  is  as  in¬ 
definite  as  the  excefs  to  which  that 
paper  will  be  ififued.  It  may  in¬ 
deed  be  doubted,  whether,  finee 
the  new  fyftem  of  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  payments  has  been  fully  efta- 
bliflied,  gold  has  in  truth  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  our  meafure  of  value  ; 
and  whether  we  have  any  7  other 
ftandard  of  prices  than  that  circu¬ 
lating  medium,  iffued  primarily 

hy 


56 8]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


by  the  Bank  of  England  and  in  a 
fecondary  manner  by  the  country 
banks,  the  variations  of  which  in 
relative  value  may  be  as  indefinite 
as  the  poflible  excefs  of  that  circu¬ 
lating  medium.  But  whether  our 
prefent  meafure  of  value,  and 
ftandard  of  prices,  be  this  paper 
currency  thus  variable  in  its  rela¬ 
tive  value,  or  continues  ftill  to  be 
gold,  but  gold  rendered  more  va¬ 
riable  than  it  was  before  in  confe- 
quence  of  being  interchangeable 
for  a  paper  currency  which  is  not 
at  will  convertible  into  gold,  it  is, 
in  either  cafe,  raoft  defirable  for 
the  public  that  our  circulating  me¬ 
dium  fhould  again  be  conformed, 
as  fpeedily  as  circumftances  will 
permit,  to  its  real  and  legal  ftand- 
ard,  gold  bullion. 

If  the  gold  coin  of  the  country 
were  at  any  time  to  become  very 
much  worn  and  leffened  in  weight, 
or  if  it  fhould  fuffer  a  debafement 
of  its  ftandard,  it  is  evident  that 
there  would  be  a  proportionable 
life  of  the  market  price  of  gold 
bullion  above  its  mint  price  :  for 
the  mint  price  is  the  fum  in  coin, 
which  is  equivalent  in  intrinfic  va¬ 
lue  to  a  given  quantity,  an  ounce 
for  example  of  the  metal  in  bul¬ 
lion  ;  and  if  the  intrinfic  value  of 
that  fum  of  coin  be  leffened,  it  is 
equivalent  to  a  lefs  quantity  of  bul¬ 
lion  than  before.  The  fame  rife 
of  the  market  price  of  gold  above 
its  mint  price  will  take  place  if 
the  local  currency  of  this  particular 
country,  being  no  longer  conver¬ 
tible  into  gold,  fhould  at  any  time 
be  iffued  to  excefs.  That  excefs 
cannot  be  exported  to  other  coun¬ 
tries,  and  not  being  con vertible  into 
fpecie,  it  is  not  neceffarily  returned 
upon  thofe  who  iffued  it;  it  remains 
in  the  channel  of  circulation,  and  is 


gradually  abforbed  by  increafing 
the  prices  of  all  commodities.  An 
increafe  in  the  quantity  of  the  local 
currency  of  a  particular  country, 
will  raife  prices  in  that  country  ex¬ 
actly  in  the  fame  manner  as  an  in¬ 
creafe  in  the  general  fupply  of  pre¬ 
cious  metals  raifes  prices  all  over 
the  world.  By  means  of  the  in¬ 
creafe  of  quantity,  the  value  of  a 
portion  of  that  circulating  medium, 
in  exchange  for  other  commodi¬ 
ties,  is  lowered  ;  in  other  words, 
the  money  prices  of  all  other  com¬ 
modities  are  raifed,  and  that  of 
bullion  with  the  reft.  In  this  man¬ 
ner,  an  excefs  of  the  local  currency 
of  a  particular  country  will  occafion 
a  rife  of  the  market  price  of  gold 
above  its  mint  price.  It  is  no  lefs 
evident,  that,  in  the  event  ol  the 
prices  of  commodities  being  raifed 
in  one  country  by  an  augmentation 
in  the  circulating  medium,  while 
no  fimilar  augmentation  in  the  cir¬ 
culating  medium  of  a  neighbouring 
country  has  led  to  a  fimilar  rife  of 
prices,  the  currencies  of  thofe  two 
countries  will  no  longer  continue  to 
bear  the  fame  relative  value  to  each 
other  as  before.  The  intrinfic  value 
of  a  given  portion  of  the  one  cur¬ 
rency  being  leffened,  while  that  of 
the  other  remains  unaltered,  the  ex¬ 
change  will  be  computed  between 
thofe  two  countries  to  the  difad- 
vanrage  of  the  former. 

In  this  manner,  a  general  rife  of 
all  prices,  a  rife  in  the  market  price 
of  gold,  and  a  fall  of  the  foreign 
exchanges,  will  be  the  effect  of  an 
exceffive  quantity  of  circulating 
medium  in  a  country  which  has 
adopted  a  currency,  not  exportable 
to  other  countries,  or  not  conver¬ 
tible  at  will  into  a  coin  which  is 
exportable. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  to 
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have  been  long  fettled  and  under- 
ftood  as  a  principles  that  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  exchange  refulting  from 
the  ftate  of  trade  and  payments  be¬ 
tween  two  countries  is  limited  by 
the  expence  of  conveying  and  in- 
furing  the  precious  metals  from  one 
country  to  the  other  :  at  leaft,  that 
it  cannot  for  any  confiderable  length 
of  time  exceed  that  limit.  The 
real  difference  of  exchange,  refult¬ 
ing  from  the  ftate  of  trade  and 
payments,  never  can  fall  lower  than 
the  amount  of  fuch  expence  of  car¬ 
riage,  including  the  infurance.  The 
truth  of  this  polition  is  fo  plain, 
and  it  is  fo  uniformly  agreed  to  by 
all  the  practical  authorities,  both 
commercial  and  political,  that  your 
committee  will  affume  it  as  indif- 
putable. 

Your  committee  are  difpofed  to 
think  from  the  refult  of  the  whole 
evidence,  contradictory  as  it  is, 
that  the  circumftances  of  the  trade 
of  this  country,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  laft  year,  were  fuch  as  to  occa- 
fion  a  real  fall  of  our  exchanges  with 
the  continent  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  perhaps  at  one  period  almoft 
as  low  as  the  limit  fixed  by  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  remitting  gold  from  hence 
to  the  refpeCtive  markets.  And 
your  committee  is  inclined  to  this 
opinion,  both  by  what  is  ftated  re¬ 
garding  the  excefs  of  imports  from 
the  continent  above  the  exports, 
though  that  is  the  part  of  the  fub- 
jeft  which  is  left  moft  in  doubt : 
and  alfo  by  what  is  ftatedrefpefting 


the  mode  in  which  the  payments  in 
our  trade  have  been  latterly  effected * 
an  advance  being  paid  upon  the  im¬ 
ports  from  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  a  long  credit  being  given  upon 
the  exports  to  ether  parts  of  the 
world. 

Your  committee,  obferving  how 
entirely  the  prefent  depreflion  of  our 
exchange  with  Europe  is  referred 
by  many  perfons  to  a  great  excefs 
of  our  imports  above  our  exports, 
have  called  for  an  account  of  the 
aftual  value  of  thofe  for  the  laft 
five  years ;  and  Mr.  Irving,  the  in- 
fpeCtor-general  of  cuftoms,  has  ac¬ 
cordingly  furnifhed  the  moft  accu¬ 
rate  eftimate  of  both  that  he  has 
been  enabled  to  form.  He  has  alfo 
endeavoured  to  forward  the  objeCt 
of  the  committee,  by  calculating 
how  much  thould  be  deducted  from 
the  value  of  goods  imported,  on 
account  of  articles  in  return  for 
which  nothing  is  exported.  Thefe 
deductions  confift  of  the  produce  of 
fifheries,  and  of  imports  from  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  which  are  of 
the  nature  of  rents,  profits,  and 
capital,  remitted  to  proprietors  in 
this  country.  The  balance  of  trade 
in  favour  of  this  country,  upon  the 
face  of  the  account  thus  made  up, 
was 

£ 


In 


1805  about 

1806  - 

1807  '  - 

1808  -  - 

2809  -  - 


-  6,616,000 

i°,437>0°o 
5,866,000 
1 2,481,000 
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The  following  is  an  Account  of  the  official  Value  of  our  Imports  and  Exports 
with  the  Continent  of  Europe  alone ,  in  each  of  the  lafi  five  Years  : 


IMPORTS. 

EXPORTS. 

Balance  in  favour 
of  Great  Britain 

reckoned  in  offi¬ 
cial  value. 

£ 

1805  -  - 

10,008,649 

x5b465>43o 

5,45^7Si 

1806  - 

8,197,2  56 

13,216,386 

5,019,130 

1 807  -  - 

7>973>5ro 

12,689,590 

4,7 16,000 

1808 

4,210.671 

1 1,280,490 

7,069,819 

1809 

9>55’>S57 

23, 722, 6.t5 

14ji7°j75^ 

The  balances  with  Europe  alone 
in  favour  of  Great  Britain,  as  ex¬ 
hibited  in  this  imperfed  flatement, 
are  not  far  from  correfponding  with 
the  general  and  more  accurate  ba¬ 
lances  before  given.  The  favour¬ 
able  balance  of  18095  wEh  Europe 
alone,  if  computed  according  to 
the  adual  value,  would  be  much 
more  confiderable  than  the  value 
of  the  fame  year,  in  the  former 
general  flatement. 

A  favourable  balance  of  trade  on 
the  face  of  the  account  of  exports 
and  imports,  prefented  annually  to 
parliament,  is  a  very  probable  con¬ 
sequence  of  large  drafts  on  govern¬ 
ment  for  foreign  expenditure  1  an 
augmentation  of  exports,  and  a 
diminution  of  imports,  being  pro¬ 
moted,  and  even  enforced,  by  the 
means  of  fuch  drafts.  For  if  the 
Supply  of  bills  drawn  abroad,  either 
by  the  agents  of  government,  or 
by  individuals,  is  difproportionate 
to  the  demand,  the  price  of  them 
in  foreign  money  falls,  until  it  is 
fo  low  as  to  invite  purchafers  ;  and 
the  purchafers,  who  are  generally 


foreigners,  not  wifhing  to  transfer 
their  property  permanently  to  Eng¬ 
land,  have  a  reference  to  the  terms 
on  which  the  bills  on  England  will 
purchafe  thofe  Britifh  commodities 
which  are  in  demand,  either  in  their 
own  country  or  in  intermediate 
places,  with  which  the  account  may 
be  adjufted.  Thus,  the  price  of 
the  bills  being  regulated  in  fome 
degree  by  that  of  Britifh  commo¬ 
dities,  and  continuing  to  fall  till  it 
becomes  fo  low  as  to  be  likely  to 
afford  a  profit  on  the  purchafe  and 
exportation  of  thefe  commodities, 
an  actual  exportation  nearly  pro¬ 
portionate  to  the  amount  of  the 
bills  drawn  can  fcarcely  fail  to  take 
place.  It  follows,  that  there  can¬ 
not  be,  for  any  long  period,  either 
a  highly  favourable  or  unfavour¬ 
able  balance  of  trade  ;  for  the  ba¬ 
lance  no  fooner  affe&s  the  price  of 
bills,  than  the  price  of  bills,  by  its 
re-a£lion  on  the  Hate  of  trade,  pro¬ 
motes  an  equalization  of  commer¬ 
cial  exports  and  imports.  Your 
committee  have  here  confidercd 
cafh  and  bullion  as  forming  a  part 
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of  the  general  mafs  of  exported  or 
imported  articles,  and  as  transferred 
according  to  the  ftate  both  of  the 
fupply  and  the  demand  ;  forming, 
however,  under  certain  circum- 
ftances,  and  efpecially  in  the  cafe 
of  great  fluctuations  in  the  general 
commerce,  a  peculiarly  commodi¬ 
ous  remittance* 

From  the  foregoing  reafonings 
relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  ex¬ 
changes,  your  committee  find  it 
difficult  to  refill  an  inference  that 
a  portion  at  lead  of  the  great  fall 
which  the  exchanges  lately  differed, 
muft  have  refulted  not  from  the 
ftate  of  trade,  but  from  a  change 
in  the  relative  value  of  ourdomeftic 
currency.  But  when  this  deduction 
is  joined  with  that  which  your 
committee  have  dated,  refpefling 
the  change  in  the  market  price  of 
gold,  that  inference  appears  to  be 
demonftrated. 

In  confequence  of  the  opinion 
which  your  committee  entertain, 
that,  in  the  prefent  artificial  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  circulating  medium  of 
this  country,  it  is  mod  important 
to  watch  the  foreign  exchanges  and 
the  market  price  of  gold,  vour 
committee  were  deftrous  to  learn, 
whether  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  England  held  the  fame  opinion, 
and  derived  from  it  a  practical  rule 
for  the  controul  of  their  circula¬ 
tion  j  and  particularly  whether,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  lad  year,  the  great 
depreffion  of  the  exchanges,  and 
the  great  rife  in  the  price  of  gold, 
had  fuggefted  to  the  directors  any 
fufpicion  of  the  currency  of  the 
country  being  excefiive. 

Mr.  Whitmore ,  the  late  governor 
of  the  bank,  dated  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that,  in  regulating  the  ge¬ 
neral  amount  of  the  loans  and  dif- 
counts,  he  did  “  not  advert  to  the 
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circumdance  of  the  exchanges ;  it 
appearing,  upon  a  reference  to  the 
amount  of  our  notes  in  circulation, 
and  the  courfe  of  exchange,  that 
they  frequently  have  no  connec¬ 
tion/’  He  afterwards  faid,  “  My 
opinion  is,  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  that  of  the  bank,  that  the 
amount  of  our  paper  circulation 
has  no  reference  at  all  to  the  ftate 
of  the  exchange.”  And  on  a  fubfe- 
quent  day.  Mr.  Whitmore  dated, 
that  u  The  prefent  unfavourable 
ftate  of  exchange  has  no  influence 
upon  the  amount  of  their  iftues, 
the  bank  having  aided  precifely  in 
the  fame  way  as  they  did  before.’5 
He  was  likewife  afked,  Whether, 
in  regulating  the  amount  of  their 
circulation,  the  bank  ever  adver¬ 
ted  to  the  difference  between  the 
market  and  mint  price  of  gold  ? 
and  having  dedred  to  have  time  to 
confider  that  queftion,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
more,  on  a  fubfequent  day,  an- 
fwered  it  in  the  following  terms, 
which  fuggefted  thefe  further  quef- 
tions  : — 

(( In  taking  into  confi  derat  ion 
the  amount  of  your  notes  out  in  cir¬ 
culation,  and  in  limiting  the  extent 
of  your  difeounts  to  merchants,  do 
you  advert  to  the  difference,  when 
fuch  exifts,  between  the  market  and 
the  mint  price  of  gold  ? — We  do 
advert  to  that,  inafrmich  as  we  do 
not  difcount  at  anv  time  for  thofe 
perfons  who  we  know,  or  have 
good  reafon  to  fuppofe,  export  the 
gold. 

Do  you  not  advert  to  it  any 
farther  than  by  refuting  difeounts 
to  fuch  perfons  ? — We  do  advert  to 
it,  inafmuch  as  whenever  any  direc¬ 
tor  thinks  it  bears  upon  the  quef¬ 
tion  of  our  difeounts,  and  p redes 
to  bring  forward  the  difeuflion. 

“  The  market  price  of  gold  hav¬ 
ing 
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ing,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year, 
rifen  as  high  as  4/.  ior.  or  4/.  1  is. 
has  that  circumftance  been  taken 
into  confideration  by  you,  fo  as  to 
have  had  any  effetft  in  diminifhing 
or  enlarging  the  amount  of  the 
outftanding  demands  ? — It  has  not 
been  taken  into  confideration  by 
me  in  that  view.*’ 

Mr.  Pear/e ,  now  governor  of  the 
bank,  agreed  with  Mr.  Whitmore 
in  this  account  of  the  praftice  of 
the  bank,  and  expreffed  his  full 
concurrence  in  the  fame  opinion. 

Mr.  Pearce.- — ■ (<  In  confidering 
this  fubjefl,  with  reference  to  the 
manner  in  which  bank-notes  are 
ilfued,  refulting  from  the  applica¬ 
tions  made  for  difcounts  to  fupply 
the  neceffary  want  of  bank-notes, 
by  which  their  iffue  in  amount  is 
fo  controuled  that  it  can  never 
amount  to  an  excefs,  I  cannot  fee 
how  the  amount  of  bank-notes  if- 
fued  can  operate  upon  the  price  of 
bullion,  or  the  Hate  of  the  ex¬ 
changes,  and  therefore  I  am  indi¬ 
vidually  of  opinion  that  the  price 
of  bullion,  or  the  ftate  of  the  ex¬ 
changes,  can  never  be  a  reafon  for 
leffening  the  amount  of  bank-notes 
to  be  iffued,  always  underftanding 
the  controul  which  I  have  already 
defcribed. 

((  Is  the  governor  of  the  bank 
of  the  fame  opinion  which  has  now 
been  expreffed  by  the  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  V* 

Air.  Whitmore . — <(  I  am  fo  much 
of  the  fame  opinion,  that  I  never 
think  it  neceffary  to  advert  to  the 
price  of  gold,  or  the  ftate  of  the 
exchange,  on  the  days  on  which 
we  make  our  advances.” 

“  Do  you  advert  to  thefe  two 
circumftances  with  a  view  to  regu¬ 
late  the  general  amount  of  your  ad¬ 
vances  ?— I  do  not  advert  to  it  with 


a  view  to  our  general  advances, 
conceiving  it  not  to  bear  upon  the 
queftion.” 

And  Mr.  Harman ,  another  bank 
direftor,  expreffed  his  opinion  in 
thefe  terms:  “  I  muft  very  mate¬ 
rially  alter  my  opinions,  before  I 
can  fuppofe  that  the  exchanges  will 
be  influenced  by  any  modifications 
of  our  paper  currency. ” 

The  committee  cannot  refrain 
from  exprefling  it  to  be  their  opi¬ 
nion,  after  a  very  deliberate  ccnfi- 
deration  of  this  part  of  the  fubjeft, 
that  it  is  a  great  pra&ical  error  to 
fuppofe  that  the  exchanges  with 
foreign  countries,  and  the  price  of 
bullion,  are  not  liable  to  be  affect¬ 
ed  by  the  amount  of  a  paper  cur¬ 
rency,  which  is  iffued  without  the 
condition  of  payment  in  fpecie  at 
the  will  of  the  holder.  That  the 
exchanges  will  be  lowered,  and  the 
price  of  bullion  raifed,  by  an  iffue 
of  fuch  paper  to  excefs,  is  not  only 
eftabliftied  as  a  principle  by  the 
moft  eminent  authorities  upon  com¬ 
merce  and  finance,  but  its  practical 
truth  has  been  illuftrated  by  the 
hiftorv  of  almoft  every  ftate  in  mo¬ 
dern  times  which  has  ufed  a  paper 
currency  ;  and  in  all  thole  countries, 
this  principle  has  finally  been  re- 
forted  to  by  their  ftatefmen,  as  the 
beft  criterion  to  judge  by,  whether 
fuch  currency  was  or  was  not  ex» 
ceflive. 

In  the  inftances  which  are  moft 
familiar  in  the  hiftory  of  foreign 
countries,  the  excefs  of  paper  has 
been  ufually  accompanied  by  an¬ 
other  circumftance,  which  has  no 
place  in  our  fituation  at  prefent — 
a  want  of  confidence  in  the  fufti- 
ciency  of  thofe  funds  upon  which 
the  paper  had  been  iffued.  Where 
thefe  two  circumftances,  excefs  and 
want  of  confidence,  are  conjoined, 

they 
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they  will  co-operate  and  produce 
their  efFeCt  much  more  rapidly  than 
when  it  is  the  refult  of  the  excefs 
only  of  a  paper  of  perfectly  good 
credit  ;  and  in  both  cafes,  an  effect 
of  the  fame  fort  will  be  produced 
upon  the  foreign  exchanges,  and 
upon  the  price  of  bullion.  The 
moft  remarkable  examples  of  the 
former  kind  are  to  be  found  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  paper  currencies  of 
the  Britifh  Colonies  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  in  the  early  part  of  the  laft 
century,  and  in  that  of  the  affig- 
nats  of  the  French  Republic;  to 
which  the  committee  have  been 
enabled  to  add  another,  fcarcely 
lefs  remarkable,  from  the  money 
{peculations  of  the  Auftrian  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  laft  campaign.  The 
prefent  ftate  of  the  currency  of 
Portugal  affords,  alfo,  an  inftance 
of  the  fame  kind. 

It  was  a  neceffary  conftqueRce 
of  the  fufpenfion  of  cafh  payments, 
to  exempt  the  bank  from  that  drain 
of  gold  which,  in  former  times,  was 
fure  to  refult  from  an  unfavourable 
exchange  and  a  high  price  of  bul¬ 
lion.  And  the  directors,  releafed 
from  all  fears  of  fuch  a  drain,  and 
no  longer  feeling  any  inconvenience 
from  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  have 
not  been  prompted  to  reftore  the 
exchanges  and  the  price  of  gold  to 
their  proper  level  by  a  reduction  of 
their  advances  and  iflues.  The  di¬ 
rectors,  in  former  times,  did  not 
perhaps  perceive  and  acknowledge 
the  principle  more  diftinCtly  than 
thofe  of  the  prefent  day,  but  they 
felt  the  inconvenience,  and  obeyed 
its  impulfe;  which  praCtically  efta- 
blilhed  a  check  and  limitation  to 
the  iffue  of  paper.  In  the  prefent 
times,  the  inconvenience  is  not  felt ; 
and  the  check,  accordingly,  is  no 
longer  in  force.  But  your  com¬ 
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mittee  beg  leave  to  report  it  to  the 
houfe  as  their  moft  clear  opinion, 
that  fo  long  as  the  fufpenfion  of 
calh  payments  is  permitted  to  fub- 
fift,  the  price  of  gold  bullion  and 
the  general  courfe  of  exchange 
with  foreign  countries,  taken  for 
any  confiderable  period  of  time, 
form  the  beft  general  criterion  from 
which  any  inference  can  be  drawn 
as  to  the  fuffieiency  or  excefs  of 
paper  currency  in  circulation  ;  and 
that  the  Bank  of  England  cannot 
fafely  regulate  the  amount  of  its 
iiTues,  without  having  reference  to 
the  criterion  prefented  by  thefe  two 
circumftances.  And  upon  a  review 
of  all  the  fads  andreafotiings  which 
have  already  been  ftated,  your 
committee  are  further  of  opinion, 
that,  although  the  commercial  ftate 
of  this  country,  and  the  political 
ftate  of  the  continent,  may  have 
had  fome  influence  on  the  high 
price  of  gold  bullion  and  the  unfa¬ 
vourable  courfe  of  exchange  with 
foreign  countries,  this  price,  and 
this  depreciation,  are  alfo  to  be 
aferibed  to  the  want  of  a  perma¬ 
nent  check,  and  a  fufficient  limita¬ 
tion  of  the  paper  currency  in  this 
country. 

In  connection  with  the  general 
fubjeCt  of  this  part  of  rheir  report, 
the  policy  of  the  Bank  of  England 
refpecling  the  amount  of  their  cir¬ 
culation,  your  committee  have  now 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
to  another  topic,  which  was  brought 
under  their  notice  in  the  courfe  of 
their  enquiry,  and  which,  in  their 
judgment,  demands  the  moft  ferious 
con  fide  rat  ion.  The  bank  directors, 
as  well  as  fome  of  the  merchants 
who  have  been  examined,  fhewed 
a  great  anxiety  to  ftate  to  your 
committee  a  doCtrine,  of  the  truth 
of  which  they  profeifed  themfelves 
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to  be  mod  thoroughly  convinced, 
that  there  can  be  no  poffible  excefs 
in  the  iffue  of  Bank  of  England 
paper,  fo  long  as  the  advances  in 
which  it  is  iffued  are  made  upon 
the  principles  which  at  prefent 
guide  the  condud  of  the  directors ; 
that  is,  fo  long  as  the  difcount  of 
mercantile  bills  is  confined  to  paper 
of  undoubted  folidity,  arifing  out 
of  real  commercial  tran factions, 
and  payable  at  fhort  and  fixed  pe¬ 
riods.  That  the  difcounts  ftiould 
be  made  only  upon  bills  growing 
out  of  real  commercial  tranfadions, 
and  falling  due  in  a  fixed  and  fhort 
period,  are  found  and  well-efta- 
blifhed  principles.  But  that,  while 
the  bank  is  retrained  from  paying 
in  fpecie,  there  need  be  no  other 
limit  to  the  iffue  of  their  paper 
than  what  is  fixed  by  fuch  rules  of 
difcount,  and  that  during  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  cafh  payments  the  dif¬ 
count  of  good  bills  falling  due  at 
fhort  periods  cannot  lead  to  any 
cxcefs  in  the  amount  of  bank  paper 
in  circulation,  appears  to  your  com¬ 
mittee  to  be  a  dodrine  wholly  er¬ 
roneous  in  principle,  and  pregnant 
with  dangerous  confequences  in 
pradice. 

But  before  your  committee  pro¬ 
ceed  to  make  fuch  obfervations 
upon  this  theory  as  it  appears  to 
them  to  deferve,  they  think  it  right 
to  fhew  from  the  evidence,  to  what 
extent  it  is  entertained  by  feme  of 
thofe  individuals  who  have  been  at 
the  head  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 
The  opinions  held  by  thofe  indivi¬ 
duals  are  likely  to  have  an  import¬ 
ant  pradical  influence  ;  and  appear¬ 
ed  to  your  committee,  moreover, 
the  heft  evidence  of  what  has  con- 
flit  uted  the  adual  policy  of  that 
eflablifhmenl  in  its  corporate  ca¬ 
pacity.  - 


Mr.  Whitmore ,  the  late  governor 
of  the  bank,  exprefsly  ftates, <(  The 
bank  never  force  a  note  in  circu¬ 
lation,  and  there  will  not  remain 
a  note  in  circulation  more  than  the 
immediate  wants  of  the  public  re¬ 
quire  ;  for  no  banker,  I  prefume, 
will  keep  a  larger  flock  of  bank¬ 
notes  by  him  than  his  immediate 
payments  require,  as  he  can  at  all 
times  procure  them.**  The  reafon 
here  afligned  is  more  particularly 
explained  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  when 
he  fays,  u  The  bank-notes  would 
revert  to  us  if  there  was  a  redun¬ 
dancy  in  circulation,  as  no  one 
would  pay  intereft  for  a  bank-note 
that  he  did  not  want  to  make  ufe 
of.”  Mr.  Whitmore  further  ftates, 
((  The  criterion  by  which  I  judge 
of  the  exad  proportion  to  be  main¬ 
tained  between  the  occafions  of  the 
public,  and  the  iffues  of  the  bank, 
is  by  avoiding  as  much  as  poffible 
to  difcount  what  does  not  appear 
to  be  legitimate  mercantile  paper. ” 
And  further,  when  afked,  What 
meafure  the  court  of  diredors  has 
to  judge  by,  whether  the  quantity 
of  bank-notes  out  in  circulation  is 
at  any  time  exceffive  r  Mr.  Whit¬ 
more  ftates,  that  their  meafure  of 
the  fecurity  or  abundance  of  bank¬ 
notes  is  certainly  by  the  greater 
or  lefs  application  that  is  made  to 
them  for  the  difcount  of  good 
paper. 

Mr.  Pear/e,  late  deputy-gover¬ 
nor,  and  now  governor  of  the  bank, 
ftated  very  diftindly  his  concur¬ 
rence  in  opinion  with  Mr.  W hit- 
more  upon  this  particular  point. 
He  referred  i(  to  the  manner  in 
which  bank-notes  are  iffued,  refult- 
ing  from  the  applications  made  for 
difcounts  to  fuppiy  the  neceffary 
want  of  bank-notes,  by  which  their 
iffue  in  amount  is  fo  controuled, 
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that  it  can  never  amount  to  an  ex- 
cel's.’ ’  He  confiders  ((  the  amount 
of  the  bank-notes  in  circulation  as 
being  controuled  by  the  occaiions 
of  the  public,  for  internal  pur- 
pofes ;*'  and  that  f<from  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  iffue  of  bank-notes 
is  controuled,  the  public  will  never 
call  for  more  than  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  wants.  ’* 

Another  direflor  of  the  bank, 
Mr.  Harman ,  being  alked,  If  he 
thought  that  the  fum  total  of  dif- 
counts  applied  for,  even  though  the 
accommodation  afforded  ihould  be 
on  the  fecurity  of  good  bills  to  fafe 
perfons,  might  be  fuch  as  to  pro¬ 
duce  fome  exeefs  in  the  quantity  of 
the  bank  ilfues,  if  fully  complied 
with?  He  anfwered,  <{  1  think  if 
we  difcount  only  for  folid  perfons, 
and  fuch  paper  as  is  for  real  bona 
fide  tranfa&ions,  we  cannot  mate¬ 
rially  err.”  And  he  afterwards 
Hates,  that  what  he  fhould  confi- 
der  as  the  tefl  of  a  fuperabundance 
would  be,  i(  money  being  more 
plentiful  in  the  market. ” 

It  is  material  to  obferve,  that 
both  Mr.  Whitmore  and  Mr.  Pearfe 
ftate  that  tc  the  bank  does'  not 
comply  with  the  whole  demand 
upon  them  for  difcounts,  and  that 
they  are  never  induced,  by  a  view 
to  their  own  profit,  to  pufh  their 
iffues  beyond  what  they  deem  con- 
fiflent  with  the  public  interefl.** 

Another  very  important  part  of 
the  evidence  of  thefe  gentlemen 
upon  the  point,  is  contained  in  the 
following  extra£l : 

“  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  fame 
fecurity  would  exifl  againfl  any  ex- 
cefs  in  the  iffues  of  the  bank,  if 
the  rate  of  the  difcount  were  re¬ 
duced  from  5/.  to  4 /.  per  cent  ?** 
Anfwer . — The  fecurity  of  an  exeefs 
of  iffue  would  be,  I  conceive  pre~ 
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cifely  the  fame.”  Mr,  Pearfe,— 

I  concur  in  that  anfwer.*’ 

“  If  it  were  reduced  to  3/.  per 
cent  ?* — Mr.  Whitmore ,  “  I  con¬ 
ceive  there  would  be  no  difference, 
if  our  practice  remained  the  fame 
as  now,  of  not  forcing  a  note  into 
circulation.**  Mr.  Pearfe — i(  I  con¬ 
cur  in  that  anfwer.** 

Your  committee  cannot  help 
again  calling  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  to  the  view  which  this  evi¬ 
dence  prefents,  of  the  confequences 
which  have  refulted  from  the  pecu¬ 
liar  fituation  in  which  the  Bank  of 
England  was  placed  by  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  cafh  payments.  So  long  as 
the  paper  of  the  bank  was  con¬ 
vertible  into  fpecie  at  the  will  of 
the  holder,  it  was  enough,  both  for 
the  fafety  of  the  bank  and  for  the 
public  interefl  in  what  regarded  its 
circulating  medium,  that  thedirec- 
tors  attended  only  to  the  charade r 
and  quality  of  the  bills  difeounted, 
as  real  ones,  and  payable  at  fixed 
and  fhort  periods.  They  could  not 
much  exceed  the  proper  bounds  in 
refpeft  of  the  quantity  and  amount 
of  bills  difeounted,  fo  as  thereby 
to  produce  an  exeefs  of  their  paper 
in  circulation,  without  quickly 
finding  that  the  furplus  returned 
upon  themfelves  in  demand  for  fpe¬ 
cie.  The  private  interefl  of  the  bank 
to  guard  themfelves  againfl  a  con¬ 
tinued  demand  of  that  nature,  was 
a  fufficient  protection  for  the  public 
againfl  any  fuch  exeefs  of  bank 
paper,  as  would  occafion  a  material 
fall  in  the  relative  value  of  the 
circulating  medium. 

The  reflriClion  of  cafh  pay¬ 
ments,  as  has  already  been  fhev/n, 
having  rendered  thefame  preventive 
policy  no  longer  neceffary  to  the 
bank,  has  removed  that  check  upon 
its  iffues  which  was  the  public  feeu- 
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rity  againft  an  excefs.  When  the 
bank  directors  were  no  longer  ex¬ 
po  fed  to  the  inconvenience  of  a 
drain  upon  them  for  gold,  they  na¬ 
turally  felt  that  they  had  no  fuch 
inconvenience  to  guard  againft  by  a 
more  reftrained  fyftem  of  difcounts 
and  advances  ;  and  it  was  very  na¬ 
tural  for  them  to  purfue  as  before 
(but  without  that  fort  of  guard 
and  limitation,  which  was  now  be¬ 
come  unneceffary  to  their  own  fe- 
eurity)  the  fame  liberal  and  prudent 
fyftem  of  commercial  advances  from 
which  the  profperityr  of  their  own 
eftablifhment  had  refulted,  as  well 
as  in  a  great  degree  the  commercial 
profperity  of  the  whole  country* 
It  was  natural  for  the  bank  directors 
to  believe,  that  nothing  but  benefit 
could  accrue  to  the  public  at  large, 
while  they  faw  the  growth  of  bank 
profits  go  hand  in  hand  with  the 
accommodations  granted  to  the 
merchants.  It  was  hardly  to  be 
expeCted  of  the  directors  of  the 
bank,  that  they  fhould  be  fully 
aware  of  the  confequences  that 
might  refult  from  their  purfuing, 
after  the  fufpenfion  of  cafii  pay¬ 
ments,  the  fame  fyftem  which  they 
had  found  a  fafe  one  before.  To 
watch  the  operation  of  fo  new  a 
law,  and  to  provide  againft  the  in¬ 
jury  which  might  refult  from  it  to 
the  public  interefts,  was  the  pro¬ 
vince,  not  fo  much  of  the  bank  as 
of  the  legiftature  ;  and,  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  your  committee,  there  is  a 
room  to  regret  that  this  houfe  has 
not  taken  earlier  notice  of  all  the 
confequences  of  that  law. 

By  far  the  inoft  important  of 
fhofe  confequences  is,  that  while 
the  convertibility  into  fpecie  no 
longer  exifts  as  a  check  to  an  over 
ifiue  of  paper,  the  bank  directors 
have  not  perceived  that  the  removal 


of  that  check  rendered  it  poflible 
that  fuch  an  excefs  might  be  iflued 
by  the  difcount  of  perfectly  good 
bills.  So  far  from  perceiving  this, 
your  committee  have  fhewn  that 
they  maintain  the  contrary  doftrine 
with  the  utmoft  confidence,  how¬ 
ever  it  may  be  qualified  occafion- 
ally  by  fome  of  their  expreflions. 
That  this  doCtrine  is  a  very  falla¬ 
cious  one,  your  committee  cannot 
entertain  a  doubt.  The  fallacy, 
upon  which  it  is  founded,  lies  in 
not  diftinguiftiing  between  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  capital  to  merchants,  and 
an  addition  of  fupply  of  currency 
to  the  general  mafs  of  circulating 
medium.  If  the  advance  of  capital 
only  is  confidered,  as  made  to  thofe 
who  are  ready  to  employ  it  in  judi¬ 
cious  and  productive  undertakings, 
it  is  evident  there  need  be  no  other 
limit  to  the  total  amount  of  ad¬ 
vances  than  what  the  means  of  the 
lender,  and  his  prudence  in  the  fe- 
leCtion  of  borrowers  may  impofe. 
But,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
bank,  intruded  as  it  is  with  the 
functions  of  {applying  the  public 
with  that  paper  currency  which 
forms  the  bafts  of  our  circulation, 
and  at  the  fame  time  not  fubjeCted 
to  the  liability  cf  converting  the 
paper  into  fpecie,  every  advance 
which  it  makes  of  capital  to  the 
merchants  in  the  lhape  of  difcount, 
becomes  an  addition  alfo  to  the 
mafs  of  circulating  medium.  In 
the  firft  inftance,  when  the  ad¬ 
vance  is  made  by  notes  made  in  dif¬ 
count  of  a  bill,  it  is  undoubtedly 
fo  much  capital,  fo  much  power  of 
making  purchafes,  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  merchant  who  receives 
the  notes :  and  if  thofe  hands  are 
fafe,  the  operation  is  fo  far,  and  in 
this  its  firft  ftep,  ufeful  and  pro¬ 
ductive  to  the  public*  But.asfoon 
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a$  the  portion  of  circulating  me¬ 
dium,  in  which  the  advance  was 
thus  made,  performs  in  the  hands 
of  him  to  whom  it  was  advanced 
this  its  firil  operation  as  capital,  as 
foon  as  the  notes  are  exchanged  by 
him  for  fome  orher  article  which  is 
capital,  they  fall  into  the  channel 
of  circulation  as  fo  much  circulat¬ 
ing  medium,  and  form  an  addition 
to  the  mafs  of  currency.  The  ne- 
ceifary  effect  of  every  fuch  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  mafs,  is  to  diminilh  the 
relative  value  of  any  given  portion 
of  th  at  mafs  in  exchange  for  com- 

-  O 

modi  ties.  If  the  addition  were 
made  by  notes  convertible  into 
fpecie,  this  diminution  of  the  rela¬ 
tive  value  of  any  given  portion  of 
the  whole  mafs,  would  fpeedily 
bring  back  upon  the  bank,  which 
i fined  the  notes,  as  much  as  was 
exceffive.  But  if  by  law  they  are 
not  fo  convertible,  of  courfe  this 
excefs  will  not  be  brought  back, 
but  will  remain  in  the  channel  of 
circulation,  until  paid  in  again  to 
the  bank  itfelf  in  difeharge  of  the 
bills  which  were  originally  dif- 
counted.  During  the  whole  time 
they  remain  out,  they  perform  all 
the  functions  of  circulating  me¬ 
dium  ;  and  before  they  come  to  be 
paid  in  difeharge  of  thofe  bills  they 
have  already  been  followed  by  a 
new  iffue  of  notes  in  a  fimilar  ope¬ 
ration  of  difeounting.  Each  fuc- 
cefiive  advance  repeats  the  fame 
procefs.  If  the  whole  fum  of  dis¬ 
counts  continues  outftanding  at  a 
given  amount,  there  will  remain 
permanently  out  in  circulation  a 
correfponding  amount  of  paper  ; 
and  if  the  amount  of  difeounts  is 
progreffively  increafing,  the  amount 
of  paper,  which  remains  out  in  cir¬ 
culation  over  and  above  what  is 
other  wile  wanted  for  the  occafions 
'  Vol.  Lll.  or  Vou  X.  New  Se 


of  the  public,  will  progreffively  in- 
creafe  alfo,  and  the  money  prices 
of  commodities  will  progreffively 
rife.  This  progrefs  may  be  as  in¬ 
definite  as  the  range  of  fpeculation 
and  adventure  in  a  great  commer¬ 
cial  country. 

It  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that 
the  law,  which  in  this  country  li¬ 
mits  the  rate  of  intereft,  and,  of 
courfe  the  rate  at  which  the  bank, 
can  legally  difeount,  expofes  the 
bank  to  ft  ill  more  extenfive  de¬ 
mands  for  commercial  difeounts. 
While  the  rate  of  commercial  profit 
is  very  confide rably  higher  than 
five  per  cent,  as  it  has  lately  been 
in  many  branches  of  our  foreign 
trade,  there  is  in  faCt  no  limit  to 
the  demands  which  merchants  of 
perfedly  good  capital,  and  of  the 
moft  prudent  fpirit  pf  enterprize, 
may  be  tempted  to  make  upon  the 
bank  for  accommodation  arid  faci¬ 
lities  by  difeount.  Nor  can  any 
argument  or  illuftration  place  in  a 
more  firiking  point  of  view  the  ex¬ 
tent  to  which  fuch  of  the  bank  di¬ 
rectors,  as  were  examined  before 
the  committee,  feem  to  have  in 
theory  embraced  that  do&rine 
upon  which  your  committee  have 
made  thefe  obfervations,  as  well  as 
the  practical  confequences  to  which 
that  doCtrine  may  lead  in  periods 
of  a  high  fpirit  of  commercial  ad¬ 
venture,  than  the  opinion  which 
Mr.  Whitmore  and  Mr.  Pearfe  have 
delivered  ;  that  the  fame  complete 
fecurity  to  the  public  againft  any 
excefs  in  the  iffues  of  the  bank 
would  exilt  if  the  rate  of  difeount 
were  reduced  from  five  to  four,  or 
even  to  three  per  cent.  From  the 
evidence,  however,  of  the  late  go¬ 
vernor  and  deputy  governor  of  the 
bank,  it  appears,  that  though  they 
ffate  the  principle  broadly  that 
kiESft  [Os]  there 
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there  can  be  no  excefs  of  their  cir¬ 
culation,  if  iffued  according  to 
their  rules  of  difcount,  yet  they 
difclaim  the  idea  of  aftirig  up  to  it 
in  its  whole  extent ;  though  they 
dated  the  applications  for  the  dif¬ 
count  of  legitimate  bills  to  be 
their  foie  criterion  of  abundance  or 
fcarcity,  they  gave  your  committee 
to  underftand,  that  they  do  nqt 
difcount  to  the  full  extent  of  fuch 
applications.  In  other  words,  the 
directors  do  not  a<ft  up  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  which  they  reprefent  as  one 
perfedtly  found  and  fafe,  and  mull 
be  considered,  therefore,  as  pof- 
feffing  no  didindt  and  certain  rule 
to  guide  their  diferetion  in  con- 
trouling  the  amount  of  their  circu¬ 
lation. 

The  fufpenfion  of  cafh  payments 
has  had  the  effedl  of  committing 
into  the  hands  of  the  diredors  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  to  be  exer- 
cifed  by  their  foie  diferetion,  the 
important  charge  of  fupplying  the 
country  with  that  quantity  of  cir- 
,  culating  medium  which  is  exadly 
proportioned  to  the  wants  and  oc- 
cafions  of  the  public.  In  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  committee,  that  is  a 
truft,  which  it  is  unreafonable  to 
exped  that  the  diredors  of  the 
Bank  of  England  fhould  ever  be 
able  to  difeharge.  The  mod  de¬ 
tailed  knowledge  of  the  adual 
trade  of  the  country,  combined  with 
the  mod  profound  fcience  in  all  the 
principles  of  money  and  circulation, 
would  not  enable  any  man  or  fet 
of  men  to  adjud,  and  keep  always 
adjuded,  the  right  proportion  of 
circulating  medium  in  a  country  to 
'the  wants  of  trade.  When  the 
currency  confifts  entirely  of  the  pre¬ 
cious  metals,  or  of  paper  conver¬ 
tible  at  will  into  the  precious  metals, 
the  natural  procefs  of  commerce., 


by  edabl idling  exchanges  among 
all  the  different  countries  of  the 
world,  adjuds,  in  every  particular 
country,  the  proportion  of  circu¬ 
lating  medium  to  its  adual  occa- 
fions,  according  to  that  fupply  of 
the  precious  metals  which  the  mines 
furnifh  to  the  general  market  of  the 
world.  The  proportion  which  is 
thus  adjuded  and  maintained  by 
the  natural  operation  of  commerce, 
cannot  be  adjuded  by  any  human 
widiom  or  fkill.  If  the  natural 
fydem  of  currency  and  circulation 
be  abandoned,  and  a  diferetionary 
idue  of  paper  money  fubdituted  in 
its  dead,  it  is  vain  to  think  that 
any  rules  can  be  devifed  for  the 
exad  exercife  of  fuch  a  diferetion ; 
though  fome  cautions  may  be  point¬ 
ed  out  to  check  and  controul  its 
confequences,  fuch  as  are  indicated 
by  the  effedf  of  an  excefiive  idue 
upon  exchanges  and  the  price  of 
gold.  The  dire&ors  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  in  the  judgment  of 
your  committee,  have  exercifed  the 
new  and  extraordinary  diferetion 
repofed  in  them  dnee  1797,  with 
an  integrity  and  a  regard  to  the 
public  intered  according  to  their 
conceptions  of  it,  and  indeed  a  de¬ 
gree  of  forbearance  in  turning  it 
lefs  to  the  profit  of  the  bank  than 
it  would  eadiy  have  admitted  of, 
that  merit  the  continuance  of  that 
confidence  which  the  public  has  fo 
long  and  fo  judly  felt  in  the  in¬ 
tegrity  with  which  its  affairs  are 
diredled,  as  well  as  in  the  unfhaken 
{lability  and  ample  funds  of  that 
great  eftablidiment.  That  their 
recent  policy  involves  great  prac¬ 
tical  errors,  which  it  is  of  the 
utrnod  public  importance  to  cor- 
redl,  your  committee  are  fully  con¬ 
vinced  ;  but  thofe  errors  are  lefs  to 
be  imputed  to  the  bank  directors, 
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than  to  be  dated  as  the  effeft  of  a 
new  fyftem,  of  which,  however  it 
originated,  or  was  rendered  necef- 
fary  as  a  temporary  expedient,  it 
might  have  been  well  if  parliament 
had  fooner  taken  into  view  all  the 
confequences.  When  your  com¬ 
mittee  confider  that  this  diferetion- 
ary  power,  of  fupplying  the  king¬ 
dom  with  circulating  medium,  has 
been  exercifed  under  an  opinion 
that  the  paper  could  not  be  i (Tued 
to  excefs,  if  advanced  in  difeounts 
to  merchants  in  good  bills  payable 
at  dated  periods,  and  likewife  under 
an  opinion  that  neither  the  price  of 
bullion  nor  the  courfe  of  exchanges 
need  be  adverted  to,  as  affording 
any  indication  with  refpedl  to  the 
fulficiency  or  excefs  of  fuch  paper, 
your  committee  cannot  hefitate  to 
fay,  that  thefe  opinions  of  the  bank 
mud  be  regarded  as  in  a  great  mca- 
fure  the  operative  caufe  of  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  prefent  date  of 
things. 

Your  committee  will  now  pro¬ 
ceed  to  date,  from  the  information 
which  has  been  laid  before  them, 
what  appears  to  have  been  the  pro-, 
greffive  increafe,  and  to  be  the  pre¬ 
fent  amount,  of  the  paper  circula¬ 
tion  of  this  country,  confiding 
primarily  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England  not  at  prefent  converti¬ 
ble  into  fpecie ;  and,  in  a  fecondary 
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manner,  of  the  notes  of  the  country 
bankers  whieh  are  convertible,  at 
the  option  of  the  holder,  into  Bank 
of  England  paper.  After  having 
dated  the  amount  of  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  paper,  your  committee  will 
explain  the  reafons  which  induce 
them  to  think  that  the  numerical 
amount  of  that  paper  is  not  alone 
to  be  confidered  as  decifive  of  the 
quedion  as  to  its  excefs :  and  before 
dating  the  amount  of  country  bank 
paper,  fo  far  as  that  can  be  afeer- 
rained,  your  committee  will  ex¬ 
plain  their  reafons  for  thinking, 
that  the  amount  of  the  country 
bank  circulation  is  limited  by  the 
amount  of  that  of  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

I.  It  appears  from  the  accounts 
laid  before  the  committees  upon 
finance  affairs,  in  17 97,  that  for 
feveral  years  previous  to  the  year 
1796,  the  average  amount  of  bank 
notes  in  circulation  was  between 
10,000,000/.  and  11,000,000/.  ; 
hardly  ever  falling  below 
9,000,000/.  and  not  often  exceeding 
to  any  great  amount  11,000,000/. 

The  following  abdradt  of  the 
feveral  accounts  referred  to  your 
committee,  or  ordered  by  your 
committee  from  the  bank,  will  lhew 
the  progreffive  increafe  of  the  notes 
from  the  year  1 798  to  the  end  pf 
the  lad  year. 


1 ' 
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Average  Amount  of  Batik  of  England  Notes  in  circulation  in  each  of  the 

following  yea  rs . 


Notes  of  51.  and 
upwards,  including 
Bank  Poll  Bills. 

Notes  under  51. 

Total. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

>798 

11,527,250 

1,807,502 

I3-334.752 

1 799 

12,408,522 

1*653,805 

14,062,327 

1 800 

13,598,666 

2,24.3,2  66 

i5>84i>932 

1801 

>3,454.367 

2,715,182 

16,169,594 

1802 

1 3>9 1 7>977 

3, 1 36,477 

i7>°54>454 

1803 

12,983,477 

3,864,045 

16,847,522 

1 8  op 

12,621,348 

4»723j672 

*7*34 5*020 

1805 

12,697,352 

4,544,580 

i7*24J>932 

1 806 

12,844,170 

4,291,230 

I7^135*4o° 

1807 

13,221,988 

4^83, 013 

17,405,001 

1 8©8 

13,402,160 

4,132,420 

1 7>  5  34*  5  80 

1809 

14,133,61  5 

4,868,275 

19,001,890 

Taking  from  the  accounts  the 
laft  half  of  the  year  1809,  the  ave¬ 
rage  will  be  found  higher  than  for 
the  whole  year,  and  amounts  to 
39,880,310/. 

The  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  are  principally  iffued  in  ad¬ 
vances  to  government  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice,  and  in  advances  to  the 
merchants  upon  the  difcount  ol 
their  bills. 

Your  committee  have  had  an  ac¬ 
count  laid  before  them,  of  ad¬ 
vances  made  by  the  bank  to  go¬ 
vernment  on  land  and,  rnal t,  exche¬ 
quer  bills,  and  other  fecurities,  in 
every  year  fince  the  fufpenfion  of 
cafh  payments ;  from  which,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  accounts  laid  before 
the  committees  of  1797,  and  which 
were  then  carried  back  for  twenty 
years,  it  will  appear  that  the  yearly 
advances  of  the  bank  to  govern¬ 
ment  have,  upon  an  average,  fince 
the  fufpenfion,  been  confiderably 
lower  in  amount  than  the  average 
amount  of  advances  prior  to  that 


event,  and  the  amount  of  thofe 
advances  in  the  two  laft  years, 
though  greater  in  amount  than  thofe 
of  fome  years  immediately  preced¬ 
ing,  is  lefs  than  it  was  for  any  of 
the  fix  years  preceding  the  reftric- 
tion  of  calh  payments. 

With  refpedl  to  the  amount  of 
commercial  difcounts,  your  com¬ 
mittee  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
require  from  the  diredtors  of  the 
bank  a  difclofure  of  their  abfolute 
amount,  being  a  part  of  their  pri¬ 
vate  tranfadiions  as  a  commercial 
company,  of  which,  without  urgent 
reafon,  it  did  not  feem  right  to  de¬ 
mand  a  difclofure.  The  late  go¬ 
vernor  and  deputy  governor,  how¬ 
ever,  at  the  defire  of  your  com¬ 
mittee,  furnilhed  a  comparative, 
fcale,  in  progreilive  numbers,  (hew¬ 
ing  the  increafe  of  the  amount  of 
their  difcounts  from  the  year  1790 
to  1809,  both  inclufive.  They 
made  a  requeft,  with  which  your 
committee  have  thought  it  proper 
to  comply,  that  this  document 
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might  not  be  made  public ;  the 
committee  therefore  have  not 
placed  it  in  the  appendix  to  the 
prefent  report,  but  have  returned 
it  to  the  bank.  Your  committee, 
however,  have  to  hate  in  general 
terms,  that  the  amount  of  dif- 
counts  have  been  progreffively  in- 
creafing  dnce  the  year  1796  ;  and 
that  their  amount,  in  the  lad  year 
( 1 809)  bears  a  very  high  proportion 
to  their  larged  amount  in  any  year 
preceding  1797.  Upon  this  par¬ 
ticular  fubjeit,  your  committee  are 
only  anxious  to  remark,  that  the 
larged  amount  of  mercantile  dif- 
counts  by  the  bank,  if  it  could  be 
confidered  by  itfelr,  ought  never, 
in  their  judgment,  to  be  regarded 
as  any  other  than  a  great  public 
benefit  ;  and  that  it  is  only  the 
excefs  of  paper  currency  thereby 
ifTued,  and  kept  out  in  circulation, 
which  is  to  be  confidered  as  the 
evil. 

But  your  committee  mud  not 
omit  to  date  one  very  important 
principle,  that  the  mere  numerical 
return  of  the  amount  of  bank  notes 
out  in  circulation,  cannot  be  con¬ 
fidered  as  at  all  deciding  the  quef- 
tion,  whether  fuch  paper  is  or  is 
not  excellive.  It  is  necefTary  to 
have  recourfe  to  other  teds.  The 
fame  amount  of  paper  may  at  one 
time  be  lefs  than  enough,  and  at 
another  time  more.  The  quantity 
of  currency  required  will  vary  in 
fome  degree  with  the  extent  of 
trade ;  and  the  increafe  of  our 
trade,  which  has  taken  place  fince 
the  fufpenfion,  mud  have  occafioned 
fome  increafe  in  the  quantity  of 
our  currency.  But  the  quantity 
of  currency  bears  no  fixed  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  quantity  of  commo¬ 
dities  ;  and  any  inferences  pro¬ 
ceeding  upon  fuch  a  fuppofirion, 
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would  be  entirely  erroneous.  The 
effective  currency  of  the  country 
depends  upon  the  quicknefs  of  cir¬ 
culation,  and  the  number  of  ex-i 
changes  performed  in  a  given  time^ 
as  well  as  upon  its  numerical 
amount ;  and  all  the  circumdancesj 
which  have  a  tendency  to  quicken! 
or  to  retard  the  rate  of  circulat  ion, 
render  the  fame  amount  of  currency 
more  or  lefs  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  trade.  A  much  fmaller  amount 
is  required  in  a  high  date  of  public 
credit,  than  when  alarms  make  in* 
dividuals  call  in  their  advances, 
and  provide  againd  accidents  by 
hoarding  ;  and  in  a  period  of  com¬ 
mercial  fecurity  and  private  confi¬ 
dence,  than  when  mutual  didrufi 
difcourages  pecuniary  arrangements 
for  any  didant  time.  But  above 
all,  the  fame  amount  of  currency- 
will  be  more  or  lefs  adequate,  in 
proportion  to  the  fkill  which  the 
great  money-dealers  podefs  in  ma. 
naging  and  economizing  the  ufe  of 
the  circulating  medium.  YTur 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
improvements  which  have  taken 
place  of  late  years  in  this  country, 
and  particularly  in  the  didridl  of 
London,  with  regard  to  the  ufe 
and  economy  of  money  among 
bankers,  and  in  the  mode  of  ad- 
juding  commercial  payments,  mud 
have  had  a  much  greater  effed  than 
has  hitherto  been  afcribed  to  them^ 
in  rendering  the  fame  fum  adequate 
to  a  much  greater  amount  of  trade 
and  payments  than  formerly.  Some 
of  thofe  improvements  will  be  found 
detailed  in  the  evidence  :  they  con- 
fid  principally  in  the  increafed  ufe 
of  bankers'  drafts  in  the  common 
payments  ©f  London  ;  the  contriv¬ 
ance  of  bringing  all  fuch  drafts 
daily  to  a  common  receptacle,  where 
they  are  balanced  againd  each 
[Q  0  3]  other ; 
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other  ;  the  intermediate  agency  of 
bill-brokers  ;  and  feveral  other 
changes  in  the  practice  of  London 
bankers,  are  to  the  fame  effect,  of 
rendering  it  unnecefifary  for  them 
to  keep  fo  large  a  depofit  of  money 
as  formerly.  Within  the  London 
diftrid,  it  would  certainly  appear, 
that  a  fmaller  fum  of  money  is  re¬ 
quired  than  formerly,  to  perform 
the  fame  number  of  exchanges  and 
amount  of  payments,  if  the  rate  of 
prices  had  remained  the  fame.  It 
is  material  alfo  to  obferve,  that 
both  the  policy  of  the  Bank  of 
England  itfelf,  and  the  competition 
of  the  country  bank  paper,  have 
tended  to  comprefs  the  paper  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  more  and 
more,  within  London  and  the  ad¬ 
jacent  diftrid.  All  thefe  circum- 
ftances  mull  have  co-operated  to 
render  a  fmaller  augmentation  of 
Bank  of  England  paper  tie  cellary 
to  fupply  the  demands  of  our  in- 
creafed  trade,  than  might  otherwife 
have  been  required  ;  and  fhew  how 
impoflible  it  is,  from  the  numerical 
amount  alone  of  that  paper,  to 
pronounce  whether  it  is  excefiive 
or  not :  a  more  fure  criterion  mud 
be  reforted  to;  and  fuel!  a  criterion, 
your  committee  have  already  fhewn, 
is  only  to  be  found  in  the  date  of 
the  exchanges,  and  the  price  of  gold 
bullion. 

The  particular  circumdances  of 
the  two  years  which  are  fo  re.'iark- 
able  in  the  recent  hi  dory  of  our 
circulation,  1793  and  1797,  throw 
great  light  upon  the  principle  which 
your  committee  have  jad  dated. 

In  the  year  1793  the  didrefs 
was  occalioned  by  a  failure  of  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  country  circulation, 
and  a  confequent  prefiure  upon 
that  of  London.  The  Bank  of 
England  did  nor  think  it  advifable 


to  enlarge  their  ifiues  to  meet  this 
increafed  demand,  and  their  notes 
previoufly  ilTued,  circulating  lefs 
freely  in  confequence.of  the  alarm 
that  prevailed,  proved  infufficient 
for  the  neceffary  payments.  In  this 
crifis,  parliament  applied  a  remedy, 
very  fimilar,  in  its  effect,  to  an  en¬ 
largement  of  the  advances  and  if- 
fues  of  the  bank  ;  a  loan  of  exche¬ 
quer  bills  was  authorized  to  be 
made  to  as  many  mercantile  per- 
fons  giving  good  fecurity,  as  fhould 
apply  for  them  :  and  the  confidence 
which  this  meafure  diffufed,  as  well 
as  the  increafed  means  which  it 
afforded  of  obtaining  bank  notes 
through  the  fale  of  the  exchequer 
bills,  fpeedily  relieved  the  diftrefs 
both  of  London  and  the  country. 
Without  offering  an  opinion  upon 
the  expediency  of  the  particular 
mode  in  which  this  operation  was 
effected,  your  committee  think  it 
an  important  illuftration  of  the 
principle,  that  an  enlarged  accom¬ 
modation  is  the  true  remedy  for 
that  occafional  failure  of  confidence 
in  the  country  diftrids,  to  which 
our  fyftem  of  paper  credit  is  un¬ 
avoidably  expofed. 

The  circumifances  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 79 7,  were  very  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
1793  ;  an  alarm  of  invafion,  a  run 
upon  the  country  banks  for  gold, 
the  failure  of  fome  of  them,  and  a 
run  upon  the  Bank  of  England, 
forming  a  crifis  like  that  of  1793, 
for  which  perhaps  an  effectual  re¬ 
medy  might  have  been  provided,  if 
the  Bank  of  England  had  had  cou¬ 
rage  to  extend  inftead  of  reftriding 
its  accommodations  and  iffues  of 
notes.  Some  few  perfons,  it  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  of  the.  lords,  were  of  this 
opinion  at  the  time  ;  and  the  late 
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governor  and  deputy  governor  of 
the  bank  ftated  to  your  committee, 
that  they  and  many  of  the  di¬ 
rectors,  are  now  fatisfied,  from  the 
experience  of  the  year  1797,  that 
the  diminution  of  their  notes  in 
that  emergency  increafed  the  public 
diftrefs ;  an  opinion  in  the  corred- 
nefs  of  which  your  committee  en¬ 
tirely  concur. 

It  appears  to  your  committee, 
that  the  experience  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  in  the  years  1793  and 
1797,  contrafted  with  the  fads 
which  have  been  ftated  in  the  pre- 
fent  report,  fuggefts  a  diftindion 
moft  important  to  be  kept  in  view, 
between  that  demand  upon  the  bank 
for  gold  for  the  fupply  of  the  do¬ 
med:  ic  channels  of  circulation,  fome- 
times  a  very  great  and  fudden  one, 
which  is  occasioned  by  a  temporary 
failure  of  confidence,  and  that  drain 
upon  the  bank  for  gold  which  grows 
out  of  an  unfavourable  ftate  of 
the  foreign  exchanges.  The  former, 
while  the  bank  maintains  its  high 
credit,  feems  likely  to  be  beft  re¬ 
lieved  by  a  judicious  increafe  of 
accommodation  to  the  country  ;  the 
latter,  fo  long  as  the  bank  does  not 
pay  in  fpecie,  ought  to  fuggeft  to 
the  diredors  a  queftion,  whether 
their  ilfues  may  not  be  already  too 
abundant. 

Your  committee  have  much  fa- 
tisfadion  in  thinking,  that  the  di¬ 
redors  are  perfectly  aware  that 
they  may  err  by  a  too  fcanty  fup¬ 
ply  in  a  period  of  ftagnant  credit. 
And  your  committee  are  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  although  it  ought  to 
be  the  general  policy  of  the  bank 
diredors  to  diminifti  their  paper  in 
the  event  of  the  long  continuance 
of  a  high  price  of  bullion,  and  a 
very  unfavourable  exchange,  yet  it 
is  effential  to  the  commercial  in* 
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terefts  of  this  country,  and  to  the 
genera]  fulfilment  of  thofe  mercan¬ 
tile  engagements  which  a  free  iflue 
of  paper  may  have  occaftoned,  that 
the  accn florned  degree  of  accom¬ 
modation  to  the  merchants  fhould 
not  be  fuddenly  and  materially  re¬ 
duced  ;  and  that  if  any  general  and 
ferious  difficulty  or  appreftenfron 
on  thisfubjed  fhould  a'rife,  it  may, 
in  the  judgment  of  your  committee, 
be  counteraded  without  danger, 
and  with  advantage  to  the  public, 
by  a  liberality  in  the  iftde  of  Bank 
of  England  paper,  proportioned  t& 
the  urgency  of  the  particular  occa- 
fion.  Under  fuch  circumftances, 
it  belongs  to  the  bank  to  take  like- 
wife  into  their  own  confideration, 
how  far  it  may  be  practicable,  con¬ 
fidently  with  a  due  regard  to  the 
immediate  interefts  of  the  public 
fervice,  rather  to  reduce  their  paper 
by  a  gradual  redudion  of  their  ad¬ 
vances  to  government,  than  by  too 
fuddenly  abridging  the  difcounts  to 
the  merchants. 

II.  Before  your  committee  pro¬ 
ceed  to  detail  wliat  they  have  col- 
leded  with  refped  to  the  amount 
of  country  bank  paper,  they  muft 
obferve,  that  fo  long  as  the  cafli 
payments  of  the  bank  are  fufpended, 
the  whole  paper  of  the  country 
bankers  is  a  fuperftrudure  raifed 
upon  the  foundation  of  the  paper  of 
the  Bank  of  England.  The  fame 
check,  which  the  convertibility 
into  fpecie,  under  a  better  fyfterri 
provides  againft  the  excefs  of  any 
part  of  the  papet  circulation,  is, 
during  the  prefent  fyftem,  provided 
againft  an  excefs  of  country  bank 
paper,  by  its  convertibility  into 
Bank  of  England  paper.  If  an 
excefs  of  paper  be  iflfued  in  a  coun¬ 
try  diftrid,  while  the  London  cir¬ 
culation  does  not  exceed  its  due 
[O  0  4]  proportion, 
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proportion,  there  will  he  a  local 
rife  of  prices  in  that  country  dif- 
triCt,  but  prices  in  London  will  re¬ 
main  as  before.  Thofe  who'  hate 
the  country  paper  in  their  hands 
will  prefer  buying  in  London  where 
things  are  cheaper,  and  will  there¬ 
fore  return  that  country  paper  upon 
the  banker  who  iffbed  it,  and  will 
demand  from  him  bank  of  England 
notes  or  bills  upon  London  ;  and 
thus,  the  excefs  of  country  paper 
being  continually  returned  upon 
the  iffuers  for  Bank  of  England 
paper,  the  quantity  of  the  latter 
neceffarily  and  effectually  limits  the 
quantity  of  the  former.  This  is  il- 
luftrated  by  the  account  which  has 


been  already  given  -of  the  excefs, 
and  fubfequent  limitation,  of  the 
paper  of  the  Scotch  banks,  about 
the  year  1763.  If  the  Bank  of 
England  paper  itfelf  (hould  at  any 
time,  during  the  fufpenfion  of  cafft 
payments,  be  ififued  to  excefs,  a 
correfpondhig  excefs  may  be  iffued 
of  country  bank  paper,  which  will 
not  be  checked  ;  the  foundation 
being  enlarged,  the  fupeFif ruCiure 
admits  of  a  proportionate  exrenfiou. 
And  thus,  under  fuch  a  fyftern,  the 
excefs  of  Bank  of  England  paper 
will  produce  its  efFeCl  upon  prices 
not  merely  in  the  ratio  of  its  own 
increafe,  but  in  a  much  higher  pro¬ 
portion. 


Nufn her  of  Country  Bank  Notes  exceeding  2I.  Is.  each ,  f  am  fed  in  the  years 
ended  the  10 th  of  October  1808,  and  loth  of  Oflsber  1809,  reffedlinjely . 


1  808. 

1 809. 

- 

No. 

No. 

Exceeding  27.  is.  and  not  exceeding  5/.  y*. 

666,0  7 1 

922,073 

Exceeding  5/.  3 it  and  not  exceeding  26/. 

198, +73 

380,006 

Exceeding  20/.  and  not  exceeding  30/.  ... 

2,425 

Exceeding  30/.  and  not  exceeding;  r.o/.  ... 

674 

Exceeding  50/.  and  not  exceeding  ico/... 

2,611 

Affurning  that  the  notes  in  the 
two  firft  of  thefe  claffes  were  all 
jffued  for  the  lowed;  denomination 
to  which  the  duties  refpeCli  vely  at¬ 
tach,  arid  fuch  as  are  moll  com¬ 
monly  met  with  in  the  circulation 
of  country  paper,  viz.  notes  of  5/. 
and  10/.  [although  in  the  fecond 
clafs  there  is  a  conhderable  number 
of  20/. J  and  even  omitting  altoge¬ 
ther  from  the  companion  the  notes 
of  the  three  fall;  claffes,  the  iffue 
of  which  your  committee  undet- 
llands  is  in  faCt  confined  to  tire 
chartered  banks  of  Scotland,  the 
zefult  would  be,  that,  exclufive  of 
my  increafe  in  ika  number  of  notes 


under  2/.  2s.  the  amount  of  country 
bank  paper  damped  in  the  year 
ended  the  10th  of  October  1809, 
has  exceeded  that  of  the  year  encL 
ed  on  the  10th  of  October  1808, 
in  the  fum  of  3,095,340/.  Your 
committee  can  form  no  pofitive 
conjecture  as  to  the  amount  of 
country  bank  paper  cancelled  and 
withdrawn  from  circulation  in  the 
courfe  of  the  Jaft  year.  But  con- 
fidering  that  it  is  the  intefeft  and 
practice  of  the  country  bankers  to 
ufe  the  fame  notes  as  long  as  pof~ 
fible  ;  that,  as  the  law  now  ftands, 
there  is  no  limitation  of  time  to 
the  redffuing  of  thofe  not  exceed- 
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!ng  27,  2f.;  ahd  that  all  above 
that  amount  are  re.ifiuable  for 
three  years  from  the  date  of  their 
firll  iffuing ;  it  appears  difficult  to 
fuppofe  that  the'  amount  of  notes 
above  2/.  2 s.  cancelled  in  1809* 
could  be  equal  to  the  whole  a- 
mount  damped  in  1  808  ;  but  even 
upon  that  fuppofition,  there  would 
dill  be  an  increafe  for  1809  in 
the  notes  of  5/.  and  10/.  alone,  to 
the  amount  above  fpecified  of 
3,095,340/.  to  which  mud  be 
added  an  increafe  within  the  fame 
period  of  Bank  of  England  notes  to 
the  amount  of  about  1,500,000/. 
making,  in  the  year  1809,  an  ad¬ 
dition  in  the  whole  of  between  four 
and  live  millions  to  the  circulation 
of  Great  Britain  alone,  deducing 
only  the  gold  which  may  have  been 
withdrawn  in  the  courfe  of  that 
year  from  adual  circulation,  which 
cannot  have  been  very  confiderable, 
and  alfo  making  an  allowance  for 
fome  increafe  in  the  amount  of 
fuch  country  paper,  as,  though 
damped,  may  not  be  in  adual  cir¬ 
culation.  This  increafe  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  paper  currency  in  lad  year, 
even  after  thefe  dedudions,  would 
probably  be  little  Ihort  of  the 
amount  which  in  aimed  any  one 
year,  dnce  the  difcovery  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  has  been  added  to  the  circu¬ 
lating  coin  of  the  whole  of  Europe. 
Although,  as  your  committee  has 
already  had  occafion  to  obferve,  no 
certain  conclufion  can  be  drawn 
from  the  numerical  amount  of  pa¬ 
per  in  circulation,  confidered  ab- 
dradedly  from  all  other  circum- 
dances,  either  as  to  fuch  paper  be¬ 
ing  in  excefs,  or  If  ill  .lefs  as  to  the 
proportion  of  fuch  excefs  ;  yet  they 
mull  remark,  that  the  fad  of  any 
very  great  and  rapid  increafe  in 
that  amount,  when  coupled  and  at¬ 


tended  with  all  the  indications  of  a 
depreciated  circulation,  does  afford 
the  ftrongeft  confirmatory  evidence 
that,  from  the  want  of  fome  ade¬ 
quate  check,  the  iffues  of  fuch  pa¬ 
per  have  not  been  retrained  within 
their  proper  limits. 

Youf  committee  cannot  quit  this 
part  of  the  fubjed  without  further 
obfervingx  that  the  addition  of  be- 
tween  four  and  five  millions  fterlino- 

o 

to  the  paper  circulation  of  this 
country,  has  doubtleis  been  made 
at  a  very  fmall  expence  to  the  par¬ 
ties  ilfuing  it,  only  about  100,000/. 
having  been  paid  thereupon  in 
damps  to  the  revenue,  and  proba¬ 
bly  for  the  reafons  already  dated, 
no  cdrrefponding  depolits  of  gold 
or  Bank  of  England  notes  being 
deemed  by  the  country  banks  ne- 
celfary  to  fupport  their  additional 
ilTbes,  The  parties,  therefore,  it 
may  be  fairly  dated,  have  been 
enabled  under  the  protedion  of  the 
law,  which  virtually  fecures  them 
againd  fuch  demands,  to  create 
within  the  lad  year  or  fifteen 
months,  at  3  very  trilling  expence, 
and  in  a  manner  aimed  free  from 
ail  prefent  rilk  to  their  refpedive 
credits  as  dealers  in  paper  money, 
iffues  of  that  article  to  the  amount 
of  federal  millions,  operating-,  in 
the  lird  mdance  and  in  their  hands, 
as  capital  for  their  own  benefit,  and 
when  ufed  as  fuch  by  them,  falling 
into  and  in  fucceffion  mixing  itfelf 
with  the  mafs  of  circulation  of 
which  the  value  in  exchange  for  all 
other  commodities  is  gradually 
lowered  in  proportion  as  that  mafs 
is  augmented.  If  your  committee 
could  be  of  opinion  that  the  wif- 
dom  of  parliament  would  not  be 
directed  to  apply  a  proper  remedy 
to  a  date  of  things  fo  unnatural, 
and  teeming,  if  not  correded  in¬ 
ti  me. 
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time,  with  ultimate  confequences 
fo  prejudicial  to  the  public  wel¬ 
fare,  they  would  not  hefitate  to 
declare  an  opinion,  that  fomemode 
ought  to  be  derived  of  enabling 
the  ftate  to  participate  much  more 
largely  in  the  profits  accruing  from 
the  prefen t  fy item ;  but  as  this  is 
by  no  means  the  policy  they 
wifh  to  recommend,  they  will  con¬ 
clude  their  obfervations  on  this 
part  of  the  fubje<ft,  by  obferving, 
that  in  proportion  as  they  molt 
fully  agree  with  Dr.  Adam  Smith, 
and  all  the  mo  ft  able  writers  and 
ftatefmen  of  this  country,  in  con- 
fidering  a  paper  circulation  con- 
ftantly  convertible  into  fpecie,  as 
one  of  the  greateft  practical  im¬ 
provements  which  can  be  made  in 
the  political  and  domeftic  economy 
of  any  ftate;  and  in  viewing  the 
eftablifhmer.t  of  the  country  banks 
ifluing  fuch  a  paper  as  a  moft  va¬ 
luable  and  eflential  branch  of  that 
improvement  in  this  kingdom  ;  in 
the  fame  proportion  is  your  com¬ 
mittee  anxious  to  revert,  as  fpeedily 
as  poftible,  to  the  former  pra6fice 
and  ftate  of  things  in  this  refpecl : 
convinced  on  the  one  hand,  that 
any  thing  like  a  permanent  and  fyf- 
tematic  departure  from  that  prac¬ 
tice  muft  ultimately  lead  to  refults, 
which,  among  other  attendant  ca¬ 
lamities,  would  be  deftruftive  of 
the  fyftem  itfelf;  and,  on  the 
other,  that  fuch  an  event  would 
be  the  more  to  be  deprecated,  as  it 
is  only  in  a  country  like  this, 
where  good  faith,  both  public  and 
private,  is  held  fo  high,  and 
where,  under  the  happy  union  of 
liberty  and  law,  property  and  the 
fecurities  of  every  defcription  by 
which  it  is  reprefented  are  equally 
prote&ed  againft  the  encroachments 
of  power  and  the  violence  of  po¬ 


pular  commotion,  that  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  this  fyftem,  unaccompa¬ 
nied  with  any  of  its  dangers,  can 
be  permanently  enjoyed,  and  car¬ 
ried  to  their  fulled:  extent. 

Upon  a  review  of  all  the  fa61s 
and  ^afonings  which  have  been 
fubmitted  to  the  conftderation  of 
your  committee  in  the  courfe  of 
their  enquiry,  they  have  formed  an 
opinion,  which  they  fubmit  to  the 
houfe  : — that  there  is  at  prefent  an 
excefs  in  the  paper  circulation  of 
this  country,  of  which  the  moft 
unequivocal  fymptom  is  the  very 
high  price  of  bullion,  and  next  to 
that  the  low  ftate  of  the  continen¬ 
tal  exchanges  ;  that  this  excefs  is 
to  be  afcribed  to  the  want  of  a 
fufticient  check  and  controul  in  the 
iftues  of  paper  from  the  Bank  of 
England  ;  and  originally,  to  the 
fufpenfion  of  calh  payments,  which 
removed  the  natural  and  true  con- 
troul.  For  upon  a  general  view  of 
the  fubjedt,  your  committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  no  fafe,  certain 
and  conftantly  adequate  provifion 
againft  an  excefs  of  paper  cur¬ 
rency,  either  occafional  or  perma¬ 
nent,  can  be  found,  except  in  the 
convertibility  of  all  fuch  paper  into 
fpecie.  Your  committee  cannot, 
therefore,  but  fee  reafon  to  regret, 
that  the  fufpenfion  of  calh  pay¬ 
ments,  which,  in  the  moft  favour¬ 
able  light  in  which  it  can  be  view¬ 
ed,  was  only  a  temporary  meafure, 
has  been  continued  fo  long;  and 
particularly,  that  by  4he  manner 
in  which  the  prefent  continuing 
a' 61  is  framed,  the  chara&er  fhould 
have  been  given  to  it  of  a  perfeft 
war  meafure. 

Your  committee  conceive  that  it 
would  be  fuperfluous  to  point  out, 
in  detail,  the  difadvantages  which 
muft  refult  to  the  country,  from 

any 
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any  fuch  general  excefs  of  currency 
as  lowers  its  relative  value.  The 
effed  of  fuch  an  augmentation  of 
prices  upon  all  money  tranfadions 
for  time  ;  the  unavoidable  injury 
fuffered  by  annuitants,  and  by  cre¬ 
ditors  of  every  defcription,  both 
private  and  public  ;  the  unintend¬ 
ed  advantage  gained  by  govern¬ 
ment  and  all  other  debtors  ;  are 
confequences  too  obvious  to  require 
proof,  and  too  repugnant  to  juf- 
tice  to  be  left  without  remedy. 
By  far  the  moft  important  portion 
of  this  effect  appears  to  your  com¬ 
mittee  to  be  that  which  is  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  wages  of  common 
country  labour,  the  rate  of  which 
-  it  is  well  known,  adapts  itfelf  more 
flowly  to  the  changes  which  hap¬ 
pen  in  the  value  of  money,  than  the 
price  of  any  other  fpecies  of  labour 
or  commodity.  .And  it  is  enough 
for  your  committee  to  allude  to 
fome  claffes  of  the  public  fervants, 
whofe  pay,  if  once  raifed  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  depreciation  of  mo¬ 
ney,  cannot  fo  conveniently  be  re¬ 
duced  again  to  its  former  rate, 
even  after  money  fhall  have  reco¬ 
vered  its  value.  The  future  pro- 
grefs  of  thefe  inconveniences  and 
evils,  if  not  checked,  mu  ft  at  no 
great  diftance  of  time,  work  a 
practical  convid ion  upon  the  minds 
of  all  thofe  who  may  ft  ill  doubt 
their  exiftence ;  but  even  if  their 
progrefiive  increafe  were  lefs  pro¬ 
bable  than  it  appears  to  your  com¬ 
mittee,  they  cannot  help  expreff- 
ing  an  opinion,  that  the  integrity 
and  honour  of  parliament  are  con¬ 
cerned,  not  to  authorife,  longer 
than  is  required  by  imperious  ne- 
ceffity,  the  continuance  in  this 
great  commercial  country  of  a  fyf- 
tem  of  circulation,  in  which  that 
natural  check  or  controul  is  abfent 


which  maintains  the  value  of  mo¬ 
ney,  and,  by  the  permanency  of 
that  common  ftandard  of  value,  fe- 
cures  the  fubftantial  juftice  and 
faith  of  monied  contrads  and  obli¬ 
gations  between  man  and  man. 

Your  committee,  moreover,  beer 
leave  to  advert  to  the  temptation 
to  refort  to  a  depreciation  even  of 
the  value  of  the  gold  coin  by  an 
alteration  of  the  ftandard,  to  which 
parliament  itfelf  might  be  fubjed- 
ed  by  a  great  and  long  continued 
excefs  of  paper.  This  has  been  the 
refource  of  many  governments 
under  fuch  circumftances,  and  is 
the  obvious  and  moft  eafy  remedy 
to  the  evil  in  queftion.  But  it  is 
unneceffary  to  dwell  on  rite  breach 
of  public  faith  and  derelidion  of  a 
primary  duty  of  government,  which 
would  manifeftly  be  implied  in  pre¬ 
ferring  the  redudion  of  the  coin 
down  to  the  ftandard  of  the  paper, 
to  the  reftoration  of  the  paper  to 
the  legal  ftandard  of  the  coin. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  hav¬ 
ing  very  anxioufly  and  delibe¬ 
rately  coniidered  this  fubjed,  re¬ 
port  it  ro  the  houfe  as  their  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  fyftem  of  the  circu¬ 
lating  medium  of  this  country- 
ought  to  be  brought  back,  with  as 
much  fpeed  as  is  compatible  with  a 
wife  and  neceiTary  caution,  to  the 
original  principle  ofcafh  payments 
at  the  option  of  the  holder  of  bank 
paper. 

Your  committee  have  under  flood 
that  remedies,  or  palliatives,  of  a 
different  nature,  have  been  pro- 
jeded  ;  fuch  as,  a  compulfory  li¬ 
mitation  of  the  amount  of  bank 
advances  and  difeounts,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  fufpenfion ;  or, 
a  compulfory  limitation  during  the 
fame  period,  of  the  rate  of  bank 
profits  and  dividends,  by  carrying 
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the  furplus  of  profits  above  that 
rate  to  the  public  account.  But, 
in  the  judgment  of  your  com¬ 
mittee,  fuch  indirect  fchemes,  for 
palliating  the  pcffible  evils  refult- 
ing  from  the  fufpenfion  of  cafh 
payments,  would  prove  wholly  in¬ 
adequate  for  that  purpofe,  becaufe 
the  neceffary  proportion  could 
never  be  ad  j  ufted,  and,  if  once 
fixed,  might  aggravate  very  much 
the  inconveniencies  of  a  temporary 
preffare  ;  and  even  if  their  efficacy 
could  be  made  to  appear,  they 
would  be  objectionable,  as  a  moft 
hurtful  and  improper  interference 
with  the  rights  of  commercial  pro¬ 
perty. 

According  to  the  beft  judgment 
your  committee  has  been  enabled 
to  form,  no  fufficient  remedy  for  the 
prefent,  or  fecurity  for  the  future, 
can  be  pointed  out,  exept  the  re¬ 
peal  of  the  law  which  fufpends  the 
cafh  payments  of  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

In  effeCling  fo  important  a 
change,  your  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  fome  difficulties  muft 
be  encountered,  and  that  there  are 
fome  contingent  dangers  to  the 
bank,  againft  which  it  ought  moft 
carefully  and  ftrongly  to  be  guard¬ 
ed.  But  all  thofe  may  be  effec¬ 
tually  provided  for,  by  entrufting 
to  the  difcretion  of  the  bank  itfelf 
the  charge  of  conducting  and  com¬ 
pleting  the  operation,  and  by  al¬ 
lowing  to  the  bank  fo  ample  a 
period  of  time  for  conducting  it, 
as  will  be  more  than  fufficient  to 
effeCt  its  completion.  To  the  dif- 
crerion,  experience,  and  integrity 
of  the  directors  of  the  bank,  your 
committee  believe  that  parliament 
may  fafely  entruft  the  charge  of 
effecting  that  which  parliament 
may  in  its  wifdom  determine  upon 
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as  neceffary  to  be  effeCted  ;  and  tba 
the  directors  of  that  great  inftitu 
tion,  far  from  making  themfelves 
a  party  with  thofe  who  have  a  tem¬ 
porary  intereft  in  fpreading  alarm, 
will  take  a  much  longer  view  of 
the  permanent  interefts  of  the  bank, 
as  indiffolubly  blended  with  thofe 
of  the  public.  The  particular 
mode  of  gradually  effecting  the  re- 
fumption  of  cafh  payments  ought 
therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  to  be  left  in  a  great 
meafure  to  the  difcretion  of  the 
bank,  and  parliament  ought  to  do 
little  more  than  to  fix,  definitively, 
the  time  at  which  cafh  payments 
are  to  become  as  before  compul- 
fory.  The  period  allowed  ought 
to  be  ample,  in  order  that  the  bank 
direClors  may  feel  their  way,  and 
that,  having  a  conftant  watch  upon 
the  varying  circumftances  that' 
ought  to  guide  them,  and  availing 
themfelves  only  of  favourable  cir¬ 
cumftances,  they  may  tread  back 
their  fteps  flowly,  and  may  pre- 
ferve  both  the  courfe  of  their  own 
affairs  as  a  company,  and  that  of 
public  and  commercial  credit,  not 
only  fafe,  but  unembarraffed. 

With  this  view,  your  committee 
would  fuggeft,  that  the  reflri&ion 
on  cafh  payments  cannot  fafely  be 
removed  at  an  earlier  period  than 
two  years  from  the  prefent  time  ; 
but  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  early  provifion  ought  to  be 
made  by  parliament  for  terminat¬ 
ing,  by  the  end  of  that  period,  the 
operation  of  the  feveral  ftatutes 
which  have  impofed  and  continued 
that  reftriClion. 

In  fuggeftir.g  this  period  of  two 
years,  your  committee  have  not 
overlooked  the  circumftance,  that, 
as  the  law  (lands  at  prefent,  the 
bank  would  be  compelled  to  pay 
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in  cafli  at  the  end  of  fix  months 
after  the  ratification  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  ;  fo  that  if  peace 
were  to  be  concluded  within  that 
period,  the  recommendation  of  your 
committee  might  feem  to  have  the 
effect  of  poftponing,  inftead  of  ac¬ 
celerating  the  refumption  of  pay¬ 
ments.  But  vour  committee  are  of 
* 

opinion,  that  if  peace  were  imme¬ 
diately  to  be  ratified,  in  the  pre- 
fent  fiate  of  our  circulation,  it 
would  be  mod  hazardous  to  com¬ 
pel  the  bank  to  pay  cafh  in  fix 
months,  and  would  be  found 
wholly  impra&icable.  Indeed,  the 
reiloration  of  peace,  by  opening 
new  fields  of  commercial  enter- 
prife,  would  multiply  inftead  of 
abridging  the  demands  upon  the 
bank  for  difcount,  and  would  ren¬ 
der  it  peculiarly  diflrefting  to  the 
commercial  world,  if  the  bank 
were  fuddenly  and  materially  to 
reftriCl  their  iffues.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  are  therefore  of  opinion, 
that  even  if  peace  fhould  intervene, 
two  years  fhould  be  given  to  the 
bank  for  refuming  its  payments; 
but  that,  even  if  the  war  (hould 
be  prolonged,  cadi  payments  (hould 
be  refumed  by  the  end  of  that  pe¬ 
riod. 

Your  committee  have  not  been 
indifferent  to  the  confideration  of 
the  poflible  occurrence  of  politi¬ 
cal  circumftances,  which  may  be 
thought  hereafter  to  furnifti  an  ar¬ 
gument  in  favour  of  home  prolong¬ 
ation  of  the  propofed  period  of  re¬ 
fuming  cafh  payments,  or  even  in 
favour  of  a  new  law  for  their  tem¬ 
porary  reftriCtion  after  the  bank 
(hall  have  opened.  They  are,  how¬ 
ever,  far  from  anticipating  a  necef- 
fity,  even  in  any  cafe,  of  returning 
to  the  prefent  fyftem.  But  if  oc¬ 
casion  for  a  new  meafure  of  reflrio 
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tion  could  be  fuppofed  at  any  time 
to  arife,  it  can  in  no  degree  be 
grounded,  as  your  committee  think, 
on  any  fiate  of  the  foreign  ex¬ 
changes  (which  they  truft  that  they 
have  abundantly  fhewn  the  bank 
itfelf  to  have  the  general  power  of 
controlling)  but  on  a  political  fiate 
of  things  producing,  or  likely  very 
foon  to  produce,  an  alarm  at  home, 
leading  to  fo  indefinite  a  demand 
for  cafh  for  domeftic  ufes,  as  it 
maft  be  impoflible  for  any  banking 
eftablifhment  to  provide  againft.  A 
return  to  the  ordinary  fyftem  of 
banking  is,  on  the  very  ground  of 
the  late  extravagant  fall  of  the  ex¬ 
changes  and  high  price  of  gold, 
peculiarly  requifite.  That  alone 
can  effectually  reftore  general  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  value  of  the  circulat¬ 
ing  medium  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
the  ferious  expectation  of  this  event 
muft  enforce  a  preparatory  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  quantity  of  paper,  and 
all  other  meafures  which  accord 
with  the  true  principles  of  bank¬ 
ing.  The  anticipation  of  the  time 
when  the  bank  will  be  conftrained 
to  open,  may  alfo  be  expeCted  to 
contribute  to  improvement  of  the 
exchanges;  whereas  a  poftponement 
of  this  era,  fo  indefinite  as  that  of 
fix  months  after  the  termination  of 
the  war,  and  efpecially  in  the 
event  of  an  exchange  continuing 
to  fall  (which  more  and  more 
would  generally  be  perceived  ta 
arife  from  an  excefs  of  paper,  and 
a  confequent  depreciation  of  it) 
may  lead,  under  an  unfavourable 
fiate  of  public  affairs,  to  fuch  a 
failure  of  confidence  (and  efpecially 
among  foreigners)  in  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  parliament  to  enforce  a 
return  to  the  profeffed  ftandard  of 
the  meafure  of  payments,  as  may 
ferve  to  precipitate  the  further  fall 
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of  the  exchanges,  and  lead  to  con- 
fequences  at  once  the  mod;  difcre- 
di table  and  difaftrous. 

Although  the  details  of  the  bed 
mode  of  returning  to  cafh  payments 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  difcretion 
of  the  bank  of  England,  as  already 
dated,  certain  providons  would  be 
neceffary,  under  the  authority  of 
parliament,  both  for  the  conveni¬ 
ence  of:  the  bank  itfelf,  and  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  other  banking  efta- 
blifhments  in  this  country  and  in 
Ireland. 

Your  committee  conceive  it  may 
be  convenient  for  the  bank  to  be 
permitted  to  iftue  notes  under  the 
"value  of  5/.  for  fome  little  time 
after  it  had  refumed  payments  in 
fpecie. 

It  will  be  convenient  alfo  for  the 
chartered  banks  of  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  and  all  the  country  banks, 
that  they  fhould  not  be  compelled 
to  pay  in  fpecie  until  fome  time 
after  the  refurnption  of  payments  in 
cadi  by  the  Bank  of  England  ;  but 
that  they  fhould  continue  for  a  fhort 
period  upon  their  prefent  footing, 
ol  being  liable  to  pay  their  own 
notes  on  demand  in  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  paper. 


AbjlraB  of  Report  of  Sinecure  Places, 

E  irfl  Report  from  the  Seledi  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons  y  appointed  to  confider 
•what  Offices  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom  y  and  in  the  Foreign  Dominions 
of  his  MajeJij ',  come  c within  the 
purview  of  the  fecond ,  third ,  or 
fourth  Rfolutions  of  the  Houfe,  on 
the  third  Report  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  071  the  Public  Expenditure 
of  the  United  Kingdom . 

[Ordered  to  be  printed,  the  twentieth  of 
June,  1810. 


The  refolutions  referred  to  your 
committee  are  as  follow  ; 

II.  Refolved,  That  in  addition 

to  the  ufeful  and  effedive  meafures 

1 

already  taken  by  parliament,  for 
the  abolition  and  regulation  of  va¬ 
rious  finecure  offices,  and  offices 
executed  by  deputy,  it  is  expe¬ 
dient,  after  providing  other  and 
fufficient  means  for  enabling  his 
Majefty  duly  to  recompence  the 
faithful  difeharge  of  high  and  ef¬ 
fedive  civil  offices,  to  abolifh  all 
offices  which  have  revenue  without 
employment,  and  to  regulate  all 
offices  which  have  revenue  ex¬ 
tremely  difproportionate  to  em¬ 
ployment;  excepting  only  fuch  as 
are  conneded  with  the  perfonal 
fervice  of  his  Majefiy,  or  of  his 
royal  family,  regard  being  had  to 
the  exifting  interefts  in  any  offices 
fo  as  to  be  aholifhed  or  regulated. 

III.  Refolved,  That  it  is  expe¬ 
dient  to  reduce  all  offices,  of  which 
the  effedive  duties  are  entirely  or 
principally  difeharged  by  deputy, 
to  the  falary  and  emoluments  adu- 
aily  received  for  executing  the  bu- 
finefs  of  fuch  offices  ;  regard  being 
had  to  any  increafe  which  may  ap¬ 
pear  neceffary  on  account  of  addi¬ 
tional  refponfibility,  and  fufficient 
fecurity  being  taken  for  due  per¬ 
formance  of  the  fervice  in  all  cafes 
of  trull  conneded  with  public  mo¬ 
ney  ;  regard  being  alfo  had  to  the 
exifting  interefts  in  fuch  office. 

IV.  Refolved,  That  it  is  expe¬ 
dient,  after  the  expiration  of  any 
exifting  intereft  in  any  office  which 
is  entitled  to  the  fale  of  any  ap¬ 
pointment  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
law,  to  make  pro vifton  to  prevent 
the  fale  of  fuch  ofliecs,  under  fuch 
regulations  as  may  bs  conducive  to 
the  public  intereit,  by  appropriat¬ 
ing  a  part  of  the  emoluments  of 
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fuch  offices  towards  defraying  the 
falaries  of  the  judges,  or  other  offi¬ 
cers  on  the  eftablifhment  of  fuch 
courts,  or  towards  the  benefit  and 
dignity  of  the  offices  in  which  fuch 
right  of  fale  is  now  vefted. 

The  offices  which  come  within 
the  purview  of  thefe  refolutions  are, 

j.  Offices  having  revenue  with¬ 
out  employment. 

2.  Offices  having  revenue  ex¬ 
tremely  difproportionate  to 
employment ;  and, 

3.  Offices  of  which  the  effieTive 
duties  are  entirely  or  princi¬ 
pally  difeharged  by  deputy. 
{Excepting  always  fuch  of¬ 
fices  as  are  conne&ed  with  the 
perfonal  fervice  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  or  of  the  royal  family.] 

4.  Offices,  the  appointments  to 
which  are  allowed  to  be  fold 
in  any  of  the  courts  of  law. 

The  faleable  offices  in  the  courts 
of  law  mentioned  in  the  fourth  re- 
folution,  conftitute  a  diflinft  head 
of  inquiry. 

The  number  of  offices  which 
have  revenue  without  any  employ¬ 
ment,  either  of  principal  or  deputy, 
is  very  inconsiderable  ;  and  by  far 
the  greatefl  number  of  offices  which 
are  commonly  deferibed  as  ((  fine- 
cure  offices, ”  fall  properly  under 
the  defeription  of  “  offices  execut¬ 
ed  by  deputy/’  or  “  offices  having 
revenue  difproportionate  to  em¬ 
ployment.  ** 

To  fome  of  thefe,  great  pecu¬ 
niary  and  official  refponfibility  is 
attached ;  and  from  the  holders  of 
fome  of  them  large  fecurities  are 
required.  It  may  therefore  be  ex¬ 
pedient  that  fuch  offices  fliould  not 
at  any  time  be  filled  by  perfons  leffi 
refponfible  than  thofe  who  at  pre¬ 
sent  hold  them. 
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In  other  cafes,  the  deputy  may 
receive  a  lower  falary  than  that 
which  might  fairly  be  confidered 
as  an  adequate  remuneration  for 
the  fer vices  to  be  performed,  and 
which  might,  indeed,  be  neceffary, 
to  enfure  the  due  performance  of 
thofe  fervices,  fhould  it  be  found 
expedient  to  withdraw  the  fiiperin- 
tendance  and  authority  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal. 

It  appears,  therefore,  to  your 
committee,  that  in  fome  inftances 
it  might  be  expedient  to  annex  the 
duties  of  fuch  of  the  offices  to  be 
regulated,  as  have  great  refponfi¬ 
bility,  without  requiring  continual 
perfonal  attendance,  to  other  of¬ 
fices  of  an  efficient  nature ;  by 
which  means  a  having  of  the  whole 
revenue  of  fuch  regulated  offices 
might  accrue  to  the  public,  while 
fufficient  provifion  would  be  made 
for  the  refponfibility  of  the  perfon 
in  whom  they  may  hereafter  be 
veiled.  In  other  inftances  it  might 
be  expedient,  in  adopting  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  third  resolution,  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  fome  modification  of  that 
principle,  according  to  the  peculiar 
circumftances  of  the  cafe. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

Offices,  having  emolument  with¬ 
out  any  duties  or  refponfibility,  to 
which  the  principle  of  abolition 
might  be  applied  without  any  qua¬ 
lification  (excepting  fuch  as  may 
arife  out  of  exifling  intcrcfls) 
are, 

Chief  JufHce  in  Eyre,  north  of 
Trent,  by  whom  no  duties  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  lately  per¬ 
formed,  either  in  perfon  or  by 
deputy. 

Law  Clerk  in  Secretary  of  flate’s 
office . 


Col  lector 
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Colledtor  and  tranfmitter  of  ftate 
papers. 

Housekeeper  in  excife. 

Warehoufe-keeper  to  the  ftamp- 
ofHce. 

Conftable  of  the  Cattle  of  Li¬ 
merick. 

In  Scotland  the  office  of  Lord 
Juftice  General,  appears  to  have 
become  a  perfect  Sinecure.  The 
duty  of  this  officer  was  to  prefide 
in  the  Court  of  Jufticiary.  For  a 
long  period  this  high  office  has 
been  bellowed  on  perfons  who  have 
not  been  brought  up  to  the  pro- 
feffion  of  the  law,  and  the  duties 
of  it  have  in  confequence  been  fuf- 
pended. 

Your  committee  think  it  r.ecef- 
fary,  on  this  fubjedl,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  an  article 
of  the  union  ;  wherein  it  is  enacted 
“  That  the  Court  of  Jufticiary  do 
alfo,  after  the  union,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  thereof,  remain  in  all  time 
enfuing  within  Scotland  as  it  is  now 
conftituted,  fubjedt  neverthelefs,  to 
fuch  regulations  for  the  better  adr 
ipinift ration  of  juftice  as  fhall  be 
made  by  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  and  without  prejudice  of 

other  rights  of  Jufticiary. 

****** 

Thofe  offices  which  have  revenue 
extremely  difproportionate  to  em¬ 
ployment  ;  or  the  duties  of  which 
are  principally  performed  by  de¬ 
puty,  form  two  claftes,  fo  inti¬ 
mately  blended  together  that  the 
committee  have  judged  it  ufelefs, 
if  not  impracticable,  to  keep  them 
perledtly  diftindf. 

With  refpedl  to  thofe  offices,  the 
duties  of  which  are  important, 
though  requiring  little  perfonal  at¬ 
tendance,  but  which,  from  their 
nature  or  refponfibility,  can  only 


be  discharged  by  perfons  of  high 
official  Situation,  the  committee 
fuggeft  the  expediency  of  annexing 
them  to  other  offices  of  high  rank 
and  refponfibility  ;  by  which  means 
a  Saving  of  the  whole  emoluments 
may  be  derived  to  the  public. 

Among  the  moil  important  of¬ 
fices  of  this  defeription  are  thofe 
of  auditor  of  the  exchequer,  and 
clerk  of  the  pells.  It  is  ftated  to 
be  material  that  thefe  offices  fjiould 
be  prefer ved  as  eflential  checks  on 
the  iflue  of  public  money  ;  but  it 
appears  to  your  committee  that 
fuch  offices  might  with  great  pro- 
priety  be  annexed  to  thofe  of  pre- 
fident  of  the  council,  and  privy 
Seal  for  the  time  being  ;  or  to  any 
other  office  of  high  refponfibility 
which  is  not  connedled  with  the 
treafury  or  exchequer. 

The  office  of  mailer  of  the  mint 
is  found  in  the  lift  in  the  Supple¬ 
mentary  report,  which  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  adopted  as  the  ground 
of  their  report.  But  your  commit¬ 
tee  conceive  that  neither  this  office, 
nor  that  of  one  of  the  joint  pay- 
mailers,  which  is  alfo  included  in 
the  fame  lift,  cpmes  under  that 
defeription  of  <s  finecure  offices,  or 
offices  executed  by  deputy/'  which 
is  intended  to  be  referred  to  their 
consideration.  They  are  not  offices 
held,  either  by  patent  or  by  cuf- 
tom,  for  life  :  nor  given  as  the 
reward  of  public  Service. 

The  divifion  of  the  office  of  pay- 
mailer  of  the  forces  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  grow  out  of  any  thing  in 
the  conftitution  of  that  office;  and 
in  point  of  faft,  the  whole  duty  of 
that  office,  now  become  very  con¬ 
siderable,  may  be  Said  to  be  per- 
lormed  exclusively  by  one  of  the 
joint  paymafters. 

The 
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The  office  of  maffer  of  the  mint 
is  undoubtedly  an  office  requiring 
little  or  no  attendance,  though  one 
of  occafional  refponfibility  ;  but 
the  prefent  maffer  of  the  mint  dif- 
charges  the  duties  of  the  prefident 
of  the  board  of  trade,  a  Jituation  of 
no  emolument ,  and  requiring  confant 
attendance  and  application . 

The  duties  of  the  office  of  vice- 
prefident  of  the  fame  board  are  in 
like  manner  difcharged  by  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy* 

This  obfervation  applies  equally 
to  the  whole  bufmefs  of  the  Privy 
Council,  which  is  tranfa&ed  by 
members,  who,  with  the  fmgle  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  Lord  Prefident  him- 
felf,  are  not  entitled  to  any  falary 
or  emolument  for  their  attendance 
at  that  board. 

The  duties  ffill  performed  by  the 
Chief  Juffice  in  Eyre,  fouth  of 
Trent,  appear  to  be  of  a  merely 
formal  nature,  which,  fo  far  as  the 
continued  performance  of  them  is 
elfcntial  to  the  prefervation  of  any 
of  the  rights  of  the  crown,  might, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
without  inconvenience,  be  transfer- 
red  to  fome  other  efficient  office ; 
fuch  as  that  of  the  furveyors  of  the 
woods  and  forefts. 

The  government  of  the  Iffe  of 
Wight  appears  not  to  be  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  nature.  A  part  of  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  governor  are  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  the  lords  lieutenants  of 
counties,  and  like  them  might  be 
difcharged  without  emolument ; 
the  other  fun&ions  appear  to  be 
performed  by  deputy ;  but  with 
refpeft  to  this  office,  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
obtain  fufficiently  detailed  infor¬ 
mation. 
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needed  to  examine,  fo  far  as  their 
time  and  means  of  information 
would  permit,  the  more  numerous 
clafs  of  offices,  which  being  per¬ 
formed  entirely  or  principally  by 
deputy,  appear  to  them  to  come 
more  immediately  within  the  pur¬ 
view  of  the  third  refolution. 

Of  this  defcription  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  to  notice  the  following 
offices : 

In  the  Court  of  Exchequer — 
Clerk  of  the  Pipe,  Comptroller  of 
the  Pipe,  Clerk  of  Exchequer 
Pleas,  Clerk  of  Foreign  Eff rears, 
Comptroller  of  Firft  Fruits,  the 
Chirographers,  Foreign  Appofer, 
King’s  Remembrancer,  together 
with  which  is  held  the  office  of 
Regiffrar  of  Deeds  in  Middlefex, 
Marfhal  of  the  Exchequer,  Sur¬ 
veyor  of  Green  Wax. 

Regifter  of  High  Court  of  Ad¬ 
miralty. 

Regiffer  of  High  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  for  Prizes. 

Regifter  of  High  Court  of  De¬ 
legates. 

In  the  Alienation  Office  : — Three 
Commiffioners,  Receiver  General, 
Maffer  in  Chancery,  two  Clerks. 

The  duties  of  the  four  Tellers 
of  the  Exchequer  are  performed 
altogether  by  their  deputies ;  and 
as  to  their  refponfibility  for  the 
cuftody  of  public  money,  your 
committee  obferve,  that  the  fame 
amount  of  fecuri ty  which  is  re¬ 
quired  from  the  tellers  is  ufually 
given  to  them  by  their  deputies  ; 
from  which  your  committee  are  led 
to  infer,  that,  both  with  refped; 
to  their  duties,  and  to  their  re- 
fponiibility,  thefe  offices  might  be 
fafely  reduced  to  the  prefent  emo¬ 
luments  of  the  deputies. 

The  office  of  clerk  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  is  performed  almoft  wholly 

by 
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by  deputy,  and  is  one  of  thofe 
which  would  come  within  the  pur¬ 
view  of  the  third  refolution.  On 
the  fubjeft  of  this  office,  however, 
y cur  committee  think  it  neceffary 
efpecially  to  reprefent,  that  the 
clerk  of  parliament,  though  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  crown,  is  a  fervant 
of  the  houfe  oflords. 

In  the  Minty  your  committee 
have  to  notice  the  following  offices  : 
—Warden,  Comptroller,  Surveyor 
of  Meltings,  and  Clerk  of  the 
Irons. 

In  the  Privy  Sen!  Office : — -The 
four  principal  Clerks. 

Four  Clerks  in  the  Signet  Of¬ 
fice. 

In  the  Excife  : — Comptroller  Ge¬ 
neral  of  Accounts,  Infpeftor  Gene¬ 
ral  of  Inland  Duties,  Regifter  to 
Commiffioners  of  Excife. 

Your  committee  having  adverted 
to  the  offices  performed  by  deputy 
in  the  colonies,  think  it  neceffary 
to  obferve,  that  their  emoluments 
a  rife  from  fees  and  falaries  paid 
within  the  Colonies .  Your  com¬ 
mittee-  have  further  to  obferve, 
that  notwithftanding  an  aft  paffed. 
in  the  twenty  fecond  year  of  his 
prefent  Majefty’s  reign,  c.  75,  the 
objeft  of  which  was  to  enforce  re- 
fidence  in  the  principals,  many  of 
thefe  offices  continue  to  be  executed 
wholly  by  deputy.  That  aft  con¬ 
tains  a  claufe  empowering  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  colonies  to  give  fuch 
leave  of  abjence  as  they  J hall  fee  oc- 
cafton  to  give.  But  that  power 
appears  to  have  been  exercifed  to 
fo  great  an  extent,  as  to  fiuftrate 
what  mu  ft  no  doubt  have  been  the 
true  intention  of  the  legiflature. 

Your  committee  have  afeertain- 
ed  the  following  to  be  of  that  de- 
feription  : 

Secretary  and  Clerk  of  Inrol- 


ments  in  the  I  Hand  of  Jamaica, 
Regifter  of  Chancery  in  ditto,  Re¬ 
ceiver  General  in  ditto,  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  Courts  in  ditto,  Naval 
Officer  in  ditto,  Secretary  and 
Clerk  of  the  Courts  in  Barbadoes, 
Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  in  ditto,  Provoft  Mar- 
fhal  in  ditto,  Naval  Officer  of  Cu- 
ra^oa,  Secretary  of  Tobago,  Naval 
Officer  of  Demerara* 

In  Scotland,  it  appears  to 
your  committee  that  the  following 
offices  come  within  the  purview  of 
the  third  refolution,  as  being 
wholly  or  principally  difeharged 
by  deputy.  The  exiftence  of  many 
of  thefe  ancient  offices  appears  to 
be  fecured  to  Scotland  by  the  aft 
of  union  ;  but  it  is  alfo  provided 
in  that  aft,  that  they  ftiould  be 
fubjeft  to  fuch  regulations  as  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  fhall 
hereafter  make  : 

Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  Keeper 
of  the  Privy  Seal,  Keeper  of  the 
Signet,  Lord  Regifter,  Direftor  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  Clerk  to 
ditto,  Receiver  of  Biftiops’  Rents, 
and  King’s  Remembrancer  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer. 

In  Ireland,  the  following  of¬ 
fices  appear  to  your  committee  to 
come  within  the  purview  of  the 
fame  refolution  : 

Chief  Remembrancer  of  the 
King’s  Bench,  Clerk  of  the  Pipe, 
Clerk  of  Common  Pleas  Office, 
Court  of  Exchequer,  Prothonotary 
of  Common  Pleas,  Prothonotary 
of  King’s  Bench,  Crown  Office, 
King’s  Bench,  Filazer’s  Office, 
and  Keeper  of  Declarations  King’s 
Bench,  Teller  of  the  Exchequer, 
Keeper  of  Privy  Seal,  Keeper  of 
Records,  two  joint  M  after- mailers 
General. 

The  inconfiderable  office  of  car- 

taker 
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taker  to  his  majefty,  is  connected 
with  the  perfonal  fervice  of  the 
royal  family,  and  confequently 
does  not  fall  under  the  cognizance 
of  your  committee. 

The  office  of  keeper  of  records 
in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer, 
appears  to  be  an  efficient  office  of 
trull,  and  not  overpaid  by  a  falary 
of  400I.  per  annum. 

The  places  of  office-keeper  in 
the  war-office,  and  of  regiiler  of 
feizures  in  the  port  of  London, 
are  to  be  J'uppreffied  after  the  de. 
ceafe  or  reji gnat  ion  of  the  prefent 
officers. 

The  auditor  of  excife  has 
been  rendered  an  efficient  office. 
The  office  of  regiiler  to  the  com- 
miffioners  of  fait  duties  has  been 
already  abolifhed :  the  falary  now 
paid  is  in  the  nature  of  a  com - 
perfation. 

The  receiver  of  ft  amps  appears 
to  be  a  neceffary  and  refponfible 
officer,  and  his  emoluments  not 
more  than  adequate. 

The  diftributors  of  ftamps  are 
effective  officers.  The  diftributors 
for  Buckinghamfhire  and  Kent  are 
equally  fo  with  the  reft  ;  they  have 
been  inferted  in  the  lift  of  officers 
executed  by  deputy  in  confeqoence 
of  an  indulgence  which  is  confined 
to  the  prefent  officers. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence  that 
the  office  of  accountant-general  of 
the  port- office  is  an  efficient  office* 
requiring  perfonal  attendance,  with 
refponftbility  ;  and  that  the  emo¬ 
luments  of  this  office  will  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  redudion.  The  office  of 
the  apothecary-general  has  been  un¬ 
der  the  confideration  of  the  trea- 
fury  ;  and  by  an  agreement  con¬ 
cluded  with  him,  his  patent  is  to 
be  furrendered  on  condition  of  re¬ 
ceiving  an  annuity  of  2,500/.  a 
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year  for  life:  an  agreement  which 
appears  to  your  committee  to  be 
eminently  beneficial  to  the  public. 

In  Ireland,  the  allowance  paid 
to  the  keeper  of  the  late  parlia- 
ment-houfe  appears  to  be  a  com- 
penfation  for  an  office  already  fup - 
preffied.  The  office  of  joint  folici- 
tor  of  Ireland  in  Great  Britain  is 
alfo  abolifhed ,  as  well  as  that  of 
examiner  of  hearth-money;  and 
the  offices  of  clerk  of  the  quit- 
rents,  treafurer  of  the  port- office, 
and  accountant-general  of  the  poft> 
office,  have  been  made  efficient. 
The  fees,  which  under  the  head  of 
rnufter-mafter-general  of  Ireland, 
are  ftated  to  be  “due,  but  fuf- 
pended,’,  are  in  fad  abolifhed. 

Alter  parliament  (hall  have  pro¬ 
vided  fuch  other  fufiicieht  means 
for  enabling  his  majefty  duly  to 
rccompenfe  the  faithful  difeharge 
of  high  arid  effedive  civil  offices, 
as  to  the  wifdom  of  parliament 
fhall  feem  fit,  your  committee  are 
of  opinion, 

1  ft.  That  the  folio  wing  offices, 
having  revenue  without  employ¬ 
ment,  might,  at  the  expiration  of 
theexifting  interefts,  be  abolifhed  : 

Chief  Juftice  in  Eyre  north  of 

Trent......... . . ,£1.730 

Law  Clerk  in  Secretary  of  State’s 

Office,  Horae  Department..*...  300 
Collector  and  Tranfinitter  of  State 

Papers,  Foreign  Department...  500 
Conftable  of  the  Cafiie  of  Lime¬ 
rick,  Ireland . .  753 

Not  reported  by  Committee 
of  Fublic  Expenditure : 

Principal  Houfekeeper  in  the  Ex¬ 
cife  Office.  ....  . .  145 

Warehoul'e- keeper,  Stamp  Office  200 

per  ann.  T3,628 

2dly.  That  the  following  offices 
might  continue  at  the  expiration 
of  theexifting  interefts  to  be  ma- 
P  2  ]  naged 
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naged  by  the  deputy,  as  at  prefent, 
without  any  addition  to  his  '{alary 
and  emoluments  ;  but  that  from 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  refpon- 
fibility  attached  to  them,  how¬ 
ever  limited  the  atftual  duties  to  be 
performed,  thefe  offices  would,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  be 
moft  conveniently  filled  by  fome 
of  thofe  perfons  who  hold  for  the 
time  being:  certain  high  official  fitua- 
tions,  leaving  the  annual  amount 
now  paid  to  the  principal  at  the 
difpofal  of  parliament ; 

Auditor  of  the  Exchequer. ...» .<£4,000 

Clerk  of  the  Pells . 3,000 

Chief  Juftice  of  Eyre,  l’outh  of 

Trent  . .  1,909 

Per  annum.  .<£8,969 

gdly.  That  the  following  offi¬ 
ces  would  admit  of  being  left,, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  exifting 
interefts,  altogether  under  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  deputy,  without 
any  addition  to  the  prefent  falary 
and  emoluments.  The  emoluments 
now  received  by  the  principal  be¬ 
ing  placed  at  the  difpofal  of  parlia¬ 
ment  : 

Deputy.  Frin. 

Comptroller  of  the 

Pipe,  Exclieq.  ...  <£160. . . .  of  160 

Chirographers’  Court 

Common  Pleas  ..  120..,.  400 

Clerk  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  of  Pleas....  663*.«.  663 

King’s  Remembran¬ 
cer,  Exchequer  ..  1,500....  991 

Regiltrar  of  High  f  Q  ue  third  \ 

Court  of  Appeals  J  profits  C  55s 
Ditto  of  Delegates  j  payable  to  £ 

Ditto  of  Admiralty  £  principal  J 
Clerk  of  Parliament 

average  7  years*  *  3,617 ....  4,946 

Principal  Clerk,  Sig¬ 
net  Office  .  110....  260 

Ditto  ditto .  MO -  260 

Ditto  ditto .  lit)....  260 

Ditto  ditto...,. •«.;  110. . . .  260 

Carrried  forward  <£20, 758 
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Brought  forward  <£20,758 
Comptroller  General 

of  Accounts,  Excife  508....  446 

Infpeclor  Gen.  ditto  70....  292 

Teller  of  Exchequer  1,000....  2,700 

Ditto  ditto . .  1,000.  •  •  •  2,700 

Ditto  ditto  as  li¬ 
mited  after  life  of 

the  prefent  poflef- 

for* .............  1,000 -  2,700 

Ditto  ditto .  1,000....  2,700 

Chief  Remembrancer 

Exchequer,  Ireland  507 •  •  *  •  3,G9  l> 
Clerk  of  Common 
Pleas  Exchequer 

ditto . . . .  uncertain*  •  3,259 

Prothonotary  Com¬ 
mon  Plea?  Ireland, 

averages  years*  *  1,906*  •••  9,530 

ProthonolaryKing’s  f  On  third 
Bench,  Ireland,  \  of  Fees 
average  3  years  <  for  felf  y  8,904 
Crown  Office,  ditto  i  and 
Filazer  ditto  \  Clerk, 

Keeper  of  Privy  Seal 

Ireland . .  130*  •*.  1,300 

Multer-mafter  Gene¬ 
ral  ditto  ....... .  uncertain..  4,000 

<£62,983 

4thly.  That  the  following  offices 
would  admit  of  being  brought,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  exifting  inter** 
efts,  entirely  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  deputy  as  now  confti- 
tuted  ;  but  that  the  degree  of  re- 
fponfibility,  or  trouble  attending 
the  difeharge  of  the  whole  duties, 
would  entitle  the  deputy  to  an  in¬ 
crease  of  the  falary  to  be  hereafter 
fettled,  which  renders  the  amount 
of  ultimate  faving  to  the  public 
uncertain  : 

Deputy.  Prin. 
Clerk  of  the  Pipe  Ex¬ 
chequer  . £T00  *  *  ■  .<£720 

Foreign  Appol'er,  ditto .  160 

Marffiall,  ditto*  *  * .  20....  150 

Surveyor  GreenWax  do.  ls.in<£.  94 
Alienation  Office : 

Com m iffi oner  ........  52 •  •  •  •  116 

Ditto .  50 -  107 

Ditto .  50 _  107 

/  Carried  forward  <£1,454 

Receiver 
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Receiver  General . 

170. . . . 

281 

Mafter  in  Chancery. . . . 

10  10s. 

106 

Clerk . 

10. . . . 

88 

Ditto. . 

31  10s. 

138 

Warden  of  the  Mint. . 

66. . . . 

365 

Comptroller  ditto. ..... 

66 ... . 

267 

Surveyor  Meltings  ditto 
Principal  Clerk,  Privy  f 

28.... 

103 

Seal . . .  \ 

One  T 
-ighth,  r 

200 

Ditto  ditto.  .....< 

200 

Ditto  ditto . ,J( 

200 

Ditto  ditto . .  U 

Regifter  to  Commiffion- 
ers  of  Excite,  l’elf  and 

200 

Clerk . . . 

210. . . . 

400 

Comptroller  Firlt  Fruits 
'feller  of  Exchequer,  Ire- 

25 ... . 

96 

land  ............... 

... _ 2,000 

Clerk  of  the  Pipe,  ditto  . 

750 

50....  250 


Add,  not  reported  by 
Committee  of  Public 
Expenditure,  Regifter 
of  Deeds  for  county 

of  Middlefex . . 

Under  this  head  may 
be  clafled  tlie  offices 
v/liolly  or  chiefly  exe¬ 
cuted  by  deputy  in  Scot¬ 
land  j  of  thefe,  fome 
nmft  be  retained  by  the 
provilions  of  the  Act  of 
Union,  although  fubje di¬ 
ed  by  the  fame  Act  to 
be  regulated  by  Parlia¬ 
ment.  What  the  ulti¬ 
mate  faying  would  be, 
alter  fuch  regulations  as 
may  be  thought  exped¬ 
ient.  is  uncertain. 

Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  ........  2,441 

Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal . 2,758 

Keeper  of  the  Signet . .  2,717 

Lord  Regifter. .........  500 ....  2,000 

Director  of  Court  of 

Chancery . G5. . . . 

Clerk  to  ditto . 14th  of  Fees 

King’s  Remembrancer  550  • .  •  • 
Receiver  of  Biffiops  Rents  157 .... 


1,335 

779 

370 


£  19,498 


With  refpect  to  offices  in  the 
Colonies,  where  the  deputy  re¬ 
ceives  the  whole  emoluments,  pay¬ 
ing  to  the  principal,  by  agreement, 
a  fixed  annual  fum,  and  giving  fc- 


curity  for  the  fame,  as  wrell  as  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  the  office 
abroad ;  your  committee  report, 
that  the  perfons  in  Great  Britain 
holding  thofe  offices  enjoy  perfqdf 
finecures ;  but  that  the  income  of 
them  arifing  altogether  from  fees 
payable  in  the  colonies,  it  does  not 
appear  to  your  committee  that  any 
fums  would  be  placed  at  the  dif- 
pofalof  parliament  by  regulating 
orabolifhing  them  ;  they  afford  to 
the  crown  a  very  confiderable  pa¬ 
tronage  as  at  prefen t  conftituted ; 
but  do  not  feem  eafily  capable  of 
being  brought  within  the  reach  of 
any  economical  arrangements  in  aid 
of  the  refources  of  the  empire  at 
home.  This  clafs  of  officers  is 
very  numerous,  but  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  only  had  time  or  op¬ 
portunity  to  report  upon  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ;  viz. 

Jamaica .  Value  per  Annum . 

Sec.  and  Clerk  of  the  Inrolraents  <^£'2,500 

Regifter  in  Chancery .  J,052 

Receiver  General .  2,000 

Cleik  of  the  Crown . 2,500 

Naval  Officer...... .  1,500 


Barbadoes. 

Secretary  and  Clerk  of  the  Courts 

Provoft  Marfhal . 

Naval  Officer  of  Curafoa-  ••-••• 
Secretary  of  the  Itland  of  Tobago 
Naval  Officer  of  Deinerara. . . . 


715 

500 

400 

400 

250 


£11,81  8 


Abstract, 

lft  Head . <£3,628 

2d  . .  8,969 

3d . . .  68,983 


4th _ ........  19,955 

5th . . . 11,818 


81,580 


The  fum  of  S  1,5 So/,  being  the 
amount  of  favings  under  the  ill, 
2d,  and  3d  heads  of  the  foregoing 
abilraft,  would  therefore  accrue  to 
the  public  in  proportion  as  the  fe~ 
veral  offices  enumerated  under  thofe 
[P  p  3]  heads 
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Leads  might  fall  in.  And  this 
fum,  together  with  whatever  fay¬ 
ing  might  accrue  from  regulations 
under  the  4th  head,  would  be  to 
be  placed  againft  the  expence  of 
any  fund  which  parliament  (hall 
have  indituted  in  purfuance  of  the 
refolution  of  the  houfe  <(  for  ena¬ 
bling  his  rnajedy  duly  to  recom- 
penfe  the  faithful  difcharge  of  high 
and  effective  civil  offices. ’* 

2.0th  June,  1 8  10. 


VII.  Extra  Sis  from  Papers  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Eajl  India  Company . 

The  Eaft  India  Company’s  re¬ 
ceipts  for  Tales  of  goods  from 
March  id,  1803,  to  March  id, 
1 8c6,  fell  fhort  of  the  receipts  in 
the  three  years  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  3,268,671/.  This  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  redudlion  of  the  price 
of  India  goods  in  the  home  market, 
a  confequence  of  the  date  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  by  large  importations  to 
London  through  the  medium  of 

O 

private  merchants. 


The  fale  amount  of  India  goods ; 
1798-9  flood  at  £'4,667,295 
1  805-6  reduced  to  2,254,899 

1806- 7  fell  to  ••  1,472,074 

1807- 8 . 1,309,080 

1808.9  . 1,191,213 

The  unfold  goods  in  their  ware-* 

houfes  in  London  on  the  id  of 
March,  1808,  and  expe&ed  in  the 
coyrfe  of  the  feafon,  at  prime  cod, 
amounted  to,  7,148,440/.  valued  at 
the  felling  price  at  13,086,305!. 

The  India  debt,  according  to  the 
bed  edimate  that  can  be  formed 
of  its  amount  on  the  drd  of  May, 
1808,  dood  at  31,895,000/. 

There  had  been,  on  the  whole, 
no  diminution  of  civil  and  military 
expenditures  to  compenfate  for  the 
heavier  charge  of  intered  ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  while  the  revenues 
had  from  different  acquidtions  and 
annexations,  been  greatly  enhanced, 
the  expenditure  kept  pace  with  the 
increafe  and  had  even  outrun  it ; 
fo  that  although  when  in  1793.4* 
the  revenues  were  only  8,000,000 /. 
per  annum,  there  was  a  furplus  of 
1,600,000/.  now  that  the  reve¬ 
nues  are  15,000,000/.  per  annum, 
there  is  a  deficit  of  1,019,097/. 


% 

Revenues. , 

Charges. 

Intcreft. 

Surplus. 

Deficit. 

Debt. 

* 

Fir  ft  year  \ 
of  new  ^ 

charter  / 
1793-4..  J 

£ 

8,276,770 

£ 

6,066,923 

£ 

526,205 

£ 

1,683,642 

£ 

•  •  .  • 

April  £ 

1793..  7,971,668 

1798-  *10,866,588 

2793-9 _ 

8,652,032 

8,417,812 

759,326 

•  •  •  • 

525,106 

1799.  -12,811,863 

1802-3 - 

13,464,537 

11,043,108 

1,577,922 

843,507 

«  e 

1803-  - 19,523,737 

180.5-6*  •  •  • 

15,217,516 

15,561,330 

2,070,792 

•  »  »  • 

1,414,606 

1806.  .28,538,804 

1807-8 

14,614,261 

13,436,198 

2,197,160 

•  *  •  * 

1,019,097 

1808.-31,895,000 

What 
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What  is  moft  obvious  and  fink¬ 
ing  in  this  flatement,  is  the  increafe, 
not  of  the  charges  only  hut  alfo  of 
the  debt,  as  the  revenues  increafed, 
and  not  merely  in  proportion  to 
the  increafe  of  the  revenues ;  for 
whilft  from  the  year  1793-4  to  the 
year  1 805-6,  the  amount  of  the  re¬ 
venues  has  not  been  quite  doubled, 
that  of  the  charges  has  been  in¬ 
creafed  as  five  to  two,  and  that  of 
the  debt  nearly  quadrupled,  befides 
a  very  large  fum  of  debt  transfer¬ 
red  in  the  courfe  of  that  period  to 
England. 

After  all  allowances  and  adjuft- 
roents,  which,  according  to  the  bell 
knowledge  of  the  court,  compre¬ 
hend  every  thing  the  account  ought 
to  contain,  the  balance  is  in  favour 
of  England,  or  of  the  Company 
at  home,  5,691,689/. 

Before  concluding,  the  executive 
body  of  the  company  think  it  may 
be  proper  for  them  to  declare,  that 
they  are  not  confcious  of  having, 
by  improvidence  or  mifmanage- 
ment,  contributed  to  bring  the 
company’s  affairs  into  the  embar- 
rafiments  in  which  they  are  now 
involved.  They  may  be  placed  in 
a  very  material  degree  to  the  vaft 
increafe  of  the  Indian  debt — the 
confequence  of  various  mcafures 
adopted  abroad  under  the  adminif- 
tration  of  controul  exercifed  by  his 
majefty’s  government  fince  the  year 
1784.  Thofe  embarraffments  pro¬ 
ceed  alfo  in  part  from  caufes  which 
it  has  not  been  in  the  power  of  this 
country  to  controul.  An  unex¬ 
ampled  European  war,  which  has 
already  continued  fourteen  years, 
has  in  every  way  aggravated  the 
expcnces,  and  diminilhed  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  the  company  at  home  and 
abroad.  The  increafed  charges  of 


freight  and  demurrage  alone,  oc- 
cafioned  by  this  war,  have  amount¬ 
ed,  fince  its  commencement,  to 
more  than  7,000,000/.  fterling. 
Whenever  Great  Britain  is  involv¬ 
ed  in  European  war,  the  effe&sare 
always  felt  in  India  in  increafed 
military  expences,  even  when  no 
European  enemy  appears  in  the 
field  there;  but  that  war  has  been 
carried  into  India  ;  and  at  the  de¬ 
fire  of  his  Majeity’s  government, 
the  company  have  had  to  fuftnin 
the  expence  of  various  foreign  ex¬ 
peditions  againft  the  French,  Dutch, 
and  Spanifh  poffeffions  in  India, 
and  to  Egypt,  all  chiefly  on  the 
national  account,  in  which,  as  is 
well  known,  the  company  expend¬ 
ed  very  large  fums,  borrowed  at 
high  Indian  intereft,  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  their  general  credit  and  af¬ 
fairs,  in  ways  which  cannot  be 
made  matter  of  account.  This 
war  moreover  has  occafioned  a  gra¬ 
dual  rife  in  the  coft  of  home  ma- 
nufa&ures  and  metals,  which  the 
company,  confuking  the  national 
intereft,  have  continued  to  export 
for  many  years  to  the  extent  of 
2,200,000/.  annually,  notwith- 
flanding  the  known  difadvantage 
under  which  they  profecuted  that 
trade  ;  for  the  increafed  coft  could 
not  be  compenfated  by  a  correfl 
ponding  increafe  in  the  felling- 
prices  abroad,  nor  by  a  decreafe  in 
the  prices  of  goods  purchafed  for 
Europe,  and  has  therefore  been  at¬ 
tended  with  pofitive  and  con  fide  r- 
able  iofs  to  the  company.  The 
progreffive  diminutions  of  profit 
on  their  Indian  importations  here, 
have  been  already  fhewn.  All 
thefe  evils  are  now  followed  by  a 
ftagnation  in  the  home  fales  of  the 
company.  In  this  they  fuller  with 

[F/>  4]  the 
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the  nation,  and  with  Europe  at 
large,  but  the  confcquences,  as  al¬ 
ready  deferibed,  fall  with  peculiar 
feverity  upon  them  in  the  other 
circumfiances  of  their  affairs  ;  for 
the  Indian  finances,  which  are  be¬ 
come  of  immenfe  importance  in  the 
fyfiem  of  the  company,  inftead  of 
affording  relief,  are  in  a  {late  that 
iir.perioufly  calls  for  inflant  and  ef¬ 
fectual  regulation.  It  is  by  no 
means  to  be  concluded,  however, 
that  affairs  would  now  have  been 
better  under  any  other  luppofable 
mode  of  Indian  adminiflration  ;  it 
is  perfectly  within  the  power  of 
this  country  to  afford  the  aids 
which  are  now  required  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  company’s  finances, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  for  con- 
folidating  the  credit  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  (lengthening  the  hands 
of  the  authorities  at  home,  fo  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  well-being  of  the 
company’s  affairs. 

The  expected  deficit  for  1 8o8-g, 
of  2,433,185/.  was  fupplied  by 
receipts  beyond  the  cflimate  from 
the  following  fources,  viz. 

Sales  of  im¬ 
ports  •  *  •  •  £85 1  >345 
Charges  and 
freight  on 
private  trade  168,813 

— — —1,020,158 
Received  on  account  of 
Company’s  claims  on 
the  public,  on  report 
of  the  committee*  •  1,500,000 

<£2,520,1  58 


SUPPLEMENTARY  PAPERS. 

Prime  Cost  and  Sale  Value  of  Company's 
Goods  in  their  Warehouses,  March , 
1808,  and  expected  in  the  course  of  the 
Season,  distinguishing  India  from  China  : 


India.  Prime  Cost.  Sale  Value. 

Piece  goods. . .  .£t, 880,350  062,244,942 

Raw  fiik .  279,367  476,051 

Saltpetre .  175,332  439,792 

Spice  .  66,502  191,901 

Drugs, fugar,&c.  183,748  290,656 

Pepper  .  347,056  365,296 


Total*  •  £ 2,932,355  ,£4,006,638 

China  —  - - 

Teas . £3,991,779  £8,810,347 

Raw  Silk..,.  116,562  166,320 

Nankeens  ..  107,744  101,000 


Total  •  -£4,216,085  £9,077,667 


Gianrl  Total  *  *£7,l48,440£l 3,086,305 


Amount  of  the  Indian  Debt  at  several 
Periods. 


£  7,971,668 
12,811,863 


May,  1793. . . . 

May,  1799.. . 

May,  1802,  deducing  re-  } 

deemed  by  finking  funds  5  '  0 

May,  1806,  ditto  ditto  28,538,804 

May,  1807,  ditto  ditto  30,244,341 

May,  1808,  ditto  ditto  32,007,819 

May,  1809,  ditto  ditto  30,876,788 

N.  R.  Current  rupees  at  2s. 
Pagodas  Cs.  Bombay  rupees  2s,  3d.  each. 


Ships  that  proceeded  to  India  in  each  Sea¬ 
son  since  1776;  xtith  the  number  Lost , 
Burnt,  or  Captured  in  each  Season  : 


Season. 

Ships. 

Burnt, 

Lost. 

Captured 

1776 

•  t> 

23 

1 

0 

1777 

21 

2 

1 

1778 

22 

2 

ft 

1779 

25 

2 

5 

1780 

21 

2 

2 

1781 

29 

4 

0 

1782 

24 

1 

0 

1783 

13 

0 

0 

1784 

27 

1 

ft 

1785 

43 

2 

1786 

34 

1 

0 

1787 

31 

0 

1788 

32 

1 

o 

1789 

31 

•  1 

0 

]  790 


Season. 

1790 

3791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 
1801 
1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 


Skips. 

25 
23 
43 
46 
34 
46 
46 

26 
40 
34 
49 
39 
46 
54 
51 
49 
46 
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Burnt, 

Lost. 

0 

1 

0 

o 

o 

2 

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

2 

1 


Captured. 

0 

0 

o 

AJ 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

** 

2 

1 

1 

0 


Ships  Burnt,  Lost ,  or  Captured ,  m  the 
following  Season s. 

Ships  Burnt,  Cap- 
sent  out,  Lost.  turn!. 

Six  years  war,  from 
lea  too  1776  to  fea- 
fon  1781  incluiive  j 

old  ly  item  •  . 

Six  years  war,  from 
sea fo n  1 7 9  2  to  fe a- 
fon  1797  mclufi  ye ; 

old  fy fie tn  . 

Six  years  war,  from  A 
feafon  1801,  to  fori-  f  nrQ 
fon  1806  inclufive  ;  / 
old  and  new  fyftem  3 


Dr* 
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Dr.  Stock  per  Compulation. 

Bonds  bearing  intereft . . . » . . . <£4,900,009 

Bonds  not  bearing  intereft  . . . . .  15,417 

Bills  of  exchange  unpaid,,  from  China  . .  362,469 

Ditto  from  India  . .  • .  2,241,044 

To  cuftoms  and  excife . . .  753,697 

Bank,  mortgage  of  annuities  per  a6t  of  1788  . . .  700,000 

Ditto,  loan  on  bond . . . . . .  100,000 

Ditto,  intereft  on  above  .  10,660 

Freight  and  demurrage  ........  . . .  336,200 

Supra  cargoes  commiflion * . .  •  •  * . . . • .  1 34,660 

To  private  trade  fold  . . . .  322,0()0 

AJms-lioufes  at  Poplar . . . .  •  •  . . . . .  69,544 

Owing  for  exports  former  feafons  . . . .  164,090 

Ditto,  warehouse  contingent  fund  . .  19,633 

Warrants  unpaid . * . * .  . .  68,000 

Owing  for  teas  returned,  refold  . . * . . .  971 

Intereft  on  bonds . . .  90,902 

Dividends  on  ftock . . . . .  67,793 

Paid  by  adventurers  87|  per  cent,  on  <£3,200,000  <£2,800,000 

Additional  capital  fold  to  do.  155  ....  800,000  1,240,000 

Ditto  in  1789  174  ....  1,000,000  1,740,000 

Ditto  in  1793  200  ....  1,000,000  2,000,000 

T  '  - - - - - 


<£6,000,000  <£7,780,000 
Sicca  rupees. 

To  balance  of  quick  ftock  againft  the  Com¬ 
pany  at  Bengal,  31ft  July,  1808 . .  ••  10,39,95,941 

Add  expedition  to  Egypt,  &c.  included  in 

the  home  account . . .  1 ,10,60,649 


S.  Rs  1 1,50,56,590 


CRs  13,34,65,644 

Sum  given  by  Lord  Clive 
for  conftituting  a  mili¬ 
tary  fund  .  . . CRs  11,50,720 

Cargoes  difpatched  for 
England,  dated  fince 
dole  of  quick  ftock  ••  77,12,942 

- - - -  88,63,662 


Current  Rs  at  2s.  3d;  14,23,29,306  <£16,012,016 

Dedu6t  bills  of  exchange  drawn  fince  clofe  of  quick  ftuck  1,209,174 

. . —  14,802,872 

By  balance  of  quick  ftock  againft  the  Company  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  30th  of  April,  1809  . Bombay  Rs  1,82,80,102 

Cargoes  difpatched  for  England,  dated  fince 

Clofe  of  quick  ftock .  3,51,280 


Bombay  Rs  at  2s.  6d.  1,86,31,382 

Deduct  Bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  England  fince  clofe 
of  quick  ftock  . . . . . . 


<£2,328,922 

223,199 


2,105,723 


£  35,0 45,683 


March 
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March  1, 1810.  Crs 

Dae  from  Government  . . . . . £  1, SOT, 560 

Cadi,  balance  Marcb  1,  1810  . .  634,167 

Doods  fold,  not  paid  for . . . .  •  -  . . z  *  380,55  L 

Board  of  Ordnance,  faltpetre  . . . *  41,250 

Value  of  Goods  in  England  unfold .  6,363,000 

Balance  of  quick  flock  in  favour  at  Fort  St.  George, 

April  30,  1809 . ; . .  •  £  2,173,213 

Bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  England  fince  dole  of  quick 

flock . . . . .  26,343 

Military  flores,  not  included  in  quick  ftock . .  14,716 

— -  2,244,302 

Balance  of  quick  flock  in  favour  at  Bencoolen,  April  30,  1809  ••  229,807 

At  Prince  of  Wales's  lllapd,  April  30,  1808 . .  ••  190,705 

At  St.  Helena,  Sept.  30,  1808  . . . £  186,915 

Add  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  England  fince . .  21,689 

— — —  208,604 

At  China,  March  2,  1809  . . .  1,45 1 ,640 

At  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Auguft  31,  1809  . .  14,085 

Cargoes  from  England  not  arrived  in  India  and  China  . .  2,530,619 

Exports  paid  for,  exclufive  of  bullion,  1809-10  . .  1,196,095 

Imprefs  and  war  allowances,  paid  owners  of  lhips  not  arrived  in  England  436,679 
Value  of  fliips,  floops,  and  veflels,  exclufive  of  ltationed  abroad  •  •••  79,140 

Eaft  India  Houfe  and  warehoufes  . . . .  1,129,000 

Paid  for  dead  ftock  in  India  . . 400,000 

Due  from  Government  for  flores  and  lupplies  to  his  Majeity’s  troops  •  *  960,000 

Owing  from  fundry  Perfons  returned  from  India,  and  in  India,  to  be 
repaid  in  England . . . . . -  1 9,372 

£  19,938,376 
Balance  againft  15,107,307 

£  35,045,683 


At  Bengal  . . . .  ... . 

Fort  St.  George  and  lubordinates 

Bombay  and  ditto  . . 

Fort  Marlborough  and  ditto  . . 

St  Helena . . 

Buildings  and 
Fortifications. 

Plate,  Furni¬ 
ture,  Planta¬ 
tions,  Farms, 
Veffels,  &c. 

TOTALS. 

£ 

5,494,354 

1,840,682 

1,125,093 

243,640 

43.478 

63.478 

£ 

1,496,114 

447,798 

352,691 

74,544 

93,912 

11,624 

£ 

6,990,468 

2,288,480 

1,477,784 

318,184 

137,597 

75,102 

Fort  Cornwallis  . . 

8,810,932 

2,476,683 

11,281,615 

Report 
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lie  port  concerning  Kolli* s  Plan  for 
liberating  Ferdinand 3  King  of 
Spain . 

Paris ,  April  27. 
I  informed  your  majefty  that  the 
Sieur  Berthemy,  officer  of  the  ftaff 
attached  to  Prince  Ferdinand,  and 
commandant  of  the  caftle  of  Va- 
lancay,  had  acquainted  me  with  the 
introduction  into  that  caftle  of  a 
Baron  de  Kolli,  calling  himfelf  mi¬ 
ni  Iter  of  England  to  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  in  his  pretended  quality  of 
King  of  Spain.  This  individual 
having  been  brought  to  my  office, 

I  tranfmit  to  your  majefty,  ift. 
The  letter  of  M.  Berthemy,  an¬ 
nouncing  the  arreit  and  forwarding 
of  Kolb;  2.  A  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Prince  Ferdinand  to  the  Sieur 
Berthemy,  relative  to  the  arrival 
of  Kolli  ;  3.  A  copy  of  Kelli’s 
examination  ;  4,  5,  and  6.  Copies 
of  three  letters,  of  which  Kolli  was 
the  btarer*  Two  of  thefe  letters 
are  addrefled  by  King  George  to 
Prince  Ferdinand  ;  one  of  them  is 
in  Latin.  Nos.  7  and  8  are  copies 
of  a  letter  from  M.  Berthemy,  and 
one  from  Prince  Ferdinand. 

1  have  committed  Kolli  to  fafe 
cuftody.  He  is  a  clofe  prifoner  in 
the  caftle  of  Vincennes,  and  I  wait 
the  orders  of  your  majefty  upon 
this  affair.  The  diamonds  and  other 
efFedts  of  which  this  individual  was 
the  bearer,  are  depofited  at  the  office 
of  general  police. 

(Signed)  Fouche. 

No.  I. — Copy  of  a  letter  addrefled 
to  the  Senator,  the  Minifter  of 
General  Police,  by  \M.  Berthemy, 
announcing  Kolli’s  arreft,  and 
his  being  forwarded  to  Paris. 

“  V al an cajy  April  6. 
t(  Monfcigneur, 

“  1  have  the  honour  to  inform 


your  excellency,  by  a  courier  ex 
traordinary,  of  the  event  whic 
has  juft  taken  plpce  at  Valancay. 

f<  M.  D’Amezaga,  intendant  0 
the  houfehold  to  the  Spanifl 
princes,  came  to  apprife  me,  on  th« 
part  of  his  highnefs  Prince  Ferdi. 
nand,  that  an  Englifh  emiffary  hat 
introduced  himfelf  into  the  caftle 
I  inftantly  repaired  to  the  prince’! 
apartments,  and  found  him  in  a 
ftate  of  great  emotion. 

“  f  1’he  Englifh,1  faid  he,  ad 
dreffing  himfelf  to  me,  c  have  done 
much  injury  to  the  Spanifh  nation 
They  continue  to  caufe  blood  to  be 
filed  in  my  name.  The  Englifh  mb 
nifters,  deceived  by  the  falfe  idea 
that  I  am  detained  here  by  force, 
have  propofed  to  me  means  of  ef- 
cape.  They  have  fent  to  me  an 
individual,  who,  under  the  pretext 
of  felling  fome  objeds  of  art,  en¬ 
gaged  to  deliver  to  me  a  meffage 
from  his  majefty  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land.’ 

i(  I  fpeedily  difeovered  and  ar- 
refted  this  emiffary,  who  ftated 
himfelf  to  be  the  Baron  de  Kolli, 
an  Irifhman,  and  minifter  from  his 
majefty  the  King  of  England  to 
Prince  Ferdinand.  I  forward  him 
poft  to  your  excellency,  with  the 
pretty  numerous  papers  of  which 
he  was  the  bearer.  The  examina¬ 
tion  to  which  you  will  fubjed  him, 
I  have  no  doubt,  inuft  difeiofe  all 
the  details  of  his  plans,  and  the  ac¬ 
complices  he  may  have  had.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  preliminary  inquiries 
which  i  have  made  here,  I  am  in¬ 
duced  to  think  that  he  has  come 
alone,  and  that  he  is  totally  unac- 
quainted  with  this  place. 

“  I  think  it  my  duty,  fir,  to  avail 
myfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  repeat 
to  your  excellency  what  I  have  al¬ 
ready  had  the  honour  to  communi¬ 
cate 
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cate  to  yon.  Prince  Ferdinand  is 
animated  with  the  beft  difpofition; 
he  is  profoundly  ftnprefTed  with  the 
opinion  that  his  majefty  the  Em¬ 
peror  is  his  only  fupport  and  his 
beft  protestor.  A  profound  fenfe 
of  gratitude,  the  wifh  and  hope, of 
being  declared  the  adopted  fon  of 
his  majefty  the  Emperor  :  fuch  are 
the  fentiments  which  fill  the  heart 
of  his  highnefs  ;  andkinder  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  it  was,  and  at  the 
time  when  the  prince  had  afifembled 
every  perfon  of  diftinftion  in  the 
province,  at  the  caftle  of  Valancay, 
to  participate  in  the  brilliant  enter¬ 
tainments  which  he  ga  ve  in  celebra¬ 
tion  of  their  maj elides 5  marriage, 
—that  the  Baron  de  Kolli  came  to 
deliver  his  wicked  and  ridiculous 
meflages.  Afluredly  nothing  could 
have  been  more  eafily  anticipated 
than  the  reception  he  has  expe¬ 
rienced* 

I  requeft  that  your  excellency 
will  tranfmit  to  me  a  detailed  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  the  receipt  of 
the  various  articles  which  I  have 
addreffed  to  you. 

u  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  u  Be rthemyP* 

No.  II. — Copy  of  a  letter  from 
Prince  Ferdinand  to  M.  Berthe- 
my,  governor  of  the  caftle  of 
Valancay,  dated  April  6,  appris¬ 
ing  him  of  the  conduct  of  Kolli. 
u  Sir, 

(t  An  unknown  perfon  having 
introduced  hirnfelf  into  this  place, 
under  the  pretence  of  working  in 
the  turnery  line,  has  fublequently 
ventured  to  make  to  M.  D’Ame- 
^aga,  our  firft  equerry  and  in- 
tendant,  the  propofition  of  carrying 
me  off  from  Valancay,  of  deliver¬ 
ing  to  me  fame  letters  which  he  had, 
and  in  ftiort,  of  bringing  to  its  ifl'ue 
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the  project  and  plan  of  this  horrid 
enterprife. 

f<  Our  honour,  our  repofe,  the 
good  opinion  due  to  our  principles, 
all  would  have  been  Angularly 
compromifed,  had  not  M.  D’Ame- 
zaga  been  at  the  head  of  our  houfe- 
hold,  and  had  he  not  on  this  perilous 
occafion  given  a  frefh  proof  of  his 
fidelity  and  his  inviolable  attach¬ 
ment,  both  to  his  majefty  the  em¬ 
peror  and  king,  and  to  me.  This 
officer,  whofe  firft  ftep  was  to  in¬ 
form  you  at  the  very  inftant  of  the 
enterprife  in  queftion,  apprifed  me 
of  it  immediately  after. 

4S  I  am  anxious,  fir,  to  inform 
you,  perfonally,  that  I  am  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  affair,  and  to  take 
this  occafion  of  again  manlfefting 
my  fentiments  of  inviolable  fidelity 
towards  the  Emperor  Napoleon, 
and  the  horror  which  I  feel  at  this- 
internal  project,  of  which  I  wifh  the 
authors  and  abettors  to  meet  with 
condign  punifhment.  Accept,  fir, 
the  fentiments  and  efteem  of  your 
affectionate 

(Signed)  "  Prince  Ferdinand. 

<4  P.  S.  I  requeft  that  you  will 
come  to  M.  D’Amezaga’s  at  half- 
paft  three  o* clock. ” 

No.  III.— Copy  of  Kolli’s  exami¬ 
nation  at  the  office  of  General 
Police.’ 

On  the  8  th  of  April,  1810,  was 
brought  to  the  miniftry  of  general 
police,  an  individual  arrefted  at 
Valancay  on  the  6th,  who  was  in¬ 
terrogated  as  follows  : — - 

u  (L  What  are  your  name,  fur- 
name,  age,  place  of  nativity,  pro- 
feffion,  and  domicile  ?  —A,  Charles 
Leopold,  Baron  de  Kolli,  aged  32 
years,  born  in  Ireland,  minifter 
from  his  majefty  King  George  III. 
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to  the  Prince  of  the  Afturias,  Fer. 
dinand  VII. 

“  Q.  To  whom  did  you  apply  in 
London  to  propofe,  and  to  procure 
the  acceptance  of  the  project  which 
has  brought  you  to  France  ?  A. 
To  his  royal  highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  who  mentioned  it  to  his  fa¬ 
ther,  the  king.  The  affair  was  af¬ 
terwards  conduced  by  the  Mar¬ 
quis  Wellefley. 

i(  <2*  What  were  the  means  put  at 
your  difpofal  for  executing  this  en- 
terprife  ?- — A.  There  were  deliver¬ 
ed  to  me — 1.  A  letter  of  credence 
to  remove  all  doubts  as  to  my  per- 
fon  and  my  million  to  Prince  Fer¬ 
dinand.  2.  Two  letters  from  the 
King  of  England  to  the  prince, 
which  have  been  found  among 
my  papers.  3.  Forged  paffports, 
routes,  orders  from  the  minifters  of 
marine  and  war,  ftamps,  feals,  fig- 
natures  of  the  officers  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  fecretary  of  hate,  all 
of  them  feized  at  the  time  I  was 
arrefted,  and  which  I  carried  with 
me,  to  convince  the  prince  of  the 
means  I  had.  4.  As  to  the  funds 
requifite  for  the  undertaking,  I  had 
about  200, coo  francs,  and  eventu¬ 
ally  an  unlimited  credit  on  thehoufe 
of  Maenfoff  and  Clanoy,  of  Lon¬ 
don.  Finally,  the  veffels  that  were 
neceffary,  viz.  the  Incomparable, of 
74  guns,  the  Dedaigneufe,  of  50 
guns,  the  Piqaante  galliot,  and  a 
brig.  This  fquadron,  which  is 
victualled  for  five  months,'  waits  for 
my  return  on  the  coaft  of  Quiberon. 
Thus  provided,  after  taking  leave 
of  the  king  and  his  minilter  on  the 
24th  of  January,  I  left  London  on 
the  26th  for  Plymouth,  with  Com¬ 
modore  Cockburn,  to  whom  the 
command  of  the  fquadron  was  con¬ 
fided.  M.  Albert  de  St.  Bonnel, 
to  whom  I  communicated  my  plan, 


remained  in  London  to  receive  th^ 
paffports,  itineraries,  ftamps,  feals, 
&c.  that  were  ordered.  The  de^ 
parture  of  M.  de  St.  Bonnel  was 
delayed  by  the  indifpofition  of  Mar¬ 
quis  Wellefley ;  he  did  not  join  me 
before  the  end  of  February,  and  we 
failed  fome  days  after.  I  landed 
at  Quiberon  on  the  9th  of  March. 

“  Q.  What  precautions  did  you 
adopt  on  your  landing  to  conceal 
the  documents  explaining  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  your  journey  ?—  A.  I  put  the 
letter  of  credence  I  mentioned  in 
my  cane.  The  two  letters  of  his 
majefty  the  King  of  England  were 
concealed  in  the  lining  of  my  coat; 
part  of  the  diamonds  were  fewed 
up  in  the  collar  of  my  furtout  and 
the  waiftband  of  my  fmall- clothes. 
M.  de  St.  Bonnel  had  the  remain¬ 
der,  which  he  fecreted  in  the  fame 
way,  and  in  his  cravat. 

“  Q.  Before  your  departure  from 
France  for  England,  had  you  ef- 
tablifhed  any  communication  with 
Valancay  ? — A,  None. 

“  (L  Where  did  you  go  afteryou 
landed  ? — A.  To  Paris.  I  tra¬ 
velled  with  the  help  of  one  of  the 
itineraries,  which  was  given  me  iit 
England,  arid  which  I  filled  up. 

“  Q.  Did  you  remain  long  at  Pa¬ 
ris  ? — A.  I  was  employed  in  felling 
the  diamonds  which  Marquis  Wel¬ 
lefley  gave  me.  I  bought  a  horfe 
and  cabriolet  from  M.  de  Convert, 
who  refides  at  the  Hotel  d’Angle- 
terre,  in  the  ftreet  Filles  de  St. 
Thomas.  M.  de  St.  Bonnel  puF- 
chafed  two  horfes  for  perfons  whofe 
names  I  do  not  recolleft.  He  was 
to  buy  one  from  Franconia,  after  I 
fet  out  for  Valancay,  and  another 
from  the  Princefs  of  Carignan. 

i(  How  did  you  gain  admit¬ 
tance  into  the  caftle  of  V alancay  ?— 
A.  Under  pretence  of  having  fome 

curious 
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curious  articles  to  fell.  I  was  in 
hopes  to  have  been  able  by  thefe 
means  to  deliver  to  the  prince  the 
letters  with  which  I  was  entrufted, 
to  put  him  inpoffeftion  of  my  plan, 
and  to  obtain  his  confent.  I  could 
only  communicate  with  the  Prince 
Don  Antonio  and  the  intendant. 
Prince  Ferdinand  refilled  either  to 
hear  or  fee  me.  Indeed,,  I  have 
reafon  to  believe,  from  the  ft  range 
manner  in  which  my  propofals  were 
received,  that  he  fent  information 
to  the  governor  of  the  caftle,  in 
confequence  of  which  I  was  ar- 
refted. 

((  Q.  What  means  had  you  pre¬ 
pared  to  convey  Prince  Ferdinand 
to  the  coaft,  in  cafe  he  confented  to 
accompany  you  ? — A.  The  object 
of  rny  firft  journey  to  Valancay  was 
to  impart  my  plan  to  the  prince  ; 
and  in  cafe  he  agreed  to  it,  to  fix 
with  him  a  time  when  I  fhould  re¬ 
turn  to  take  him  up.  Afterwards 
I  would  have  proceeded  to  the 
coaft,  to  apprife  the  commander  of 
my  fquadron  of  the  day  appointed. 
I  would  then  have  returned  to  Pa¬ 
ris,  to  procure  men  and  horfes  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  relays  on  the  road. 
On  the  evening  of  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed  the  prince  would  have  left 
Ills  apartment,  and  by  the  help  of 
the  relays  we  would  have  proceeded 
to- a  great  diftance  from  Valancay 
before  he  was,  miffed. 

(i  0.  Whither  did  you  intend  to 
carry  the  prince  after,  you  got  on 
board  ? — A.  It  was  Marquis  Wei- 
leftey’s  intention  to  lend  him  to 
Spain.  The  Duke  of  Kent  was  for 
lending  him  to  Gibraltar.  But  this 
plan  difgufted  me  ;  it  was  in  fad 
fending  him  to  prifon.  1  intended 
to  propofe  to  him  to  make  his  own 
choice,  and  to  carry  him  wherever 
he  pleafed,  for  I  was  informed  that 
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Captain  Cockburn  had  orders  to 
obey  my  directions. 

“  £?.  Who  are  the  perfons  you 
intended  to  employ  ? — A,  M.  St. 
Bonnel  was  the  only  perfon  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  my  defign.  I  did  not  in¬ 
tend  to  look  out  for  any  one  to  aflift 
me  in  executing  it,  until  I  became 
acquainted  with  the  prince’s  deter¬ 
mination.  I  Ihould  have  employed 
but  few  perfons. 

(i  Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with 
the  neighbourhood  of  Valancay 
and  the  country  you  were  to  pafs 
through  ? — A.  Not  in  the  leaft  ; 
but  I  purchafed  fome  fmall  excel¬ 
lent  maps  at  Paris  on  my  arrival, 
which  would  have  afforded  me  am¬ 
ple  information. 

“  Q.  What  was  your  reafon  for 
forming  fuch  a  defign  ?—  A.  It  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  an  honourable  one. 

((  Q.  Do  you  know  this  parcel  ? 
— -A.  I  do.  It  contains  the  docu¬ 
ments,  ftamps,  feals,  and  other 
things  I  have  mentioned,  and  which 
were  found  upon  me  when  1  was 
taken  up. 

(Signed)  ((  Kolli.” 

No.  IV. — Is  a' letter  from  Charles 
IV.  addreffed  to  the  King  of 
England,  in  1802,  announcing 
the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of 
Afturias.  It  was  given  to  Kolli, 
with  a  marginal  note  by  the 
Marquis  Wellefley,  to  be  ufed 
as  a  credential  to  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand.  On  the  back  of  this  letter 
the  following  was  written,  in  the 
hand  of  Marquis  Welleftey  :  — 

“  The  fecretary  of  ftate  of  his 
Britannic Majefty  declares,  that  this 
letter  is  the  fame  that  his  Catholic 
majefty  Charles  IV.  addreffed  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  on  occafion 
of  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of 
Afturias,  actually  King  Ferdinand 

VII. 
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VII.  This  authentic  document  is 
confided  to  the  perfon  who  will 
have  the  honour  of  laying  it  before 
his  Catholic  majefty  Ferdinand 
VII.  to  verify  his  million. 

“  Wellesley. 

(i  Downing’* Street*  Feb.  29,  1810.” 


fider  of  the  mod  prudent  and  effec¬ 
tual  means  of  efcaping  from  the  in¬ 
dignities  you  experience,  and  of 
flowing  yourfelf  among  a  people 
who  are  unanimous  in  their  wifhes 
for  your  majefty ’s  happinefs  and 
glory. 

ff  I  annex  to  this  letter  a  copy  of 
the  credentials  which  my  minifter 
in  Spain  is  to  prefent  to  the  central 
junta,  that  governs  there  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  your 
majefty. 

i(  I  intreat  your  majefty  to  reft 
a  flu  red  of  my  fincere  friendfhip,  and 
of  the  true  attachment  with  which 
I  am,  fir,  my  brother, 

“  Your  worthy  brother, 
(Signed)  George  R. 
(Counterfigned)  “  Wellesley.’* 

At  the  Queen’s  Palace , 

London,  Jan.  31,  1810. 

No.  VI. — Is  a  letter  from  George 
III.  to  Prince  Ferdinand,  being  a 
copy  of  the  full  powers  granted  to 
Henry  Welleftey. 

No.  VII.— This  is  a  letter  from 
M.  De  Berthemy,  giving  a  deferip- 
tion  of  the  feftivities  at  the  caftle  of 
Valancay,  on  the  1  ft  of  April,  in 
honour  of  the  emperor’s  marriage  ; 
upon  which  occafion  the  Spanifh 
princes  are  reprefented  as  having 
ftudioufty  embraced  every  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  manifefting  their  joy  at 
the  event.  They  attended  the  chapel 
at  the  caftle,  and  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  Te  Deum,  Prince  Ferdinand 
was  the  firft  to  exclaim  “  Long 
live  the  emperor  !-— Long  live  the 
emprefs !”  The  toafts  after  dinner 
were  :  by  Prince  Ferdinand,  “  Our 
auguft  fovereigns,  Napoleon  the 
Great,  and  Maria  Louiia,  his  au¬ 
guft  fpoufe.” — Bv  Prince  Charles, 
“  rfhe  two  imperial  and  royal  fa¬ 
milies  of  France  and  Auftria.”— -By 

Prince 


No.  V. — Letter  from  King  George 
III.  figned  in  his  proper  hand,  to 
Prince  Ferdinand,  intruded  to 
Kolli. 

Sir,  my  brother, 

“  I  have  long  wifhed  for  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  tranfmit  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty  a  letter  figned  in  my  proper 
hand,  exprefiing  the  lively  intereft 
and  profound  regret  I  have  felt  fince 
your  majefty  has  been  removed  from 
your  kingdom.  Notwithftanding 
the  violence  and  cruelty  with  which 
the  ufurper  of  the  throne  of  Spain 
overwhelms  the  Spanifh  nation,  it 
muft  prove  a  great  confolation  to 
your  majefty,  to  learn  that  your 
people  preferve  their  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  the  perfon  of  their 
lawful  king,  and  that  Spain  makes 
continual  efforts  to  uphold  your 
majefty ’s  rights,  and  to  re-eftab- 
lifii  the  independence  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy.  The  refources  of  my  king¬ 
dom,  my  fleets  and  armies,  {hall  be 
employed  to  affift  your  majefty ’s 
fubjefts  in  this  great  caufe,  and  my 
ally,  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal, 
has  alfo  contributed  to  it  with  all 
the  zeal  andperfeverance  of  a  faith¬ 
ful  friend. 

“  To  your  majefty ’s  faithful 
fubjefts,  as  well  as  your  allies, 
your  prefence  only  is  wanting  in 
Spain,  where  it  would  infpire  a 
new  energy. 

“  I  therefore  intreat  your  majefty, 
with  all  the  franknefs  of  the  alli¬ 
ance  and  friendfhip  which  bind  me 
to  your  majefty’s  interefts,  to  con- 
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Prince  Anthony, st  The  happy  union 
of  Napoleon  the  Great  and  -Maria 
Louifa.” — M.  D’Amezaga,  at  the 
table  of  the  officers  of  their  houfe- 
hold,  gave,  “  Napoleon  the  Great, 
and  Maria  Louifa,  the  glory  and 
delight  of  France  and  Germany  : 
may  divine  Providence  grant  them 
a  long  and  happy  life!”  The  caftle 
and  park  were  illuminated  in  the 
evening  with  between  eight  and 
nine  thoufand  lamps. 

No.  VIII. — Copy  of  a  letter  ad- 
dreffed  to  M.  Berthemy,  by 
Prince  Ferdinand,  acquainting 
him  with  his  wi(h  to  become  the 
adopted  fon  of  his  majefty. 

{(  Vala?icay ,  April  4. 

(S  Being  defirous  of  having  fome 
eonverfation  with  you  upon  various 
matters  which  have  long  occupied 
my  attention,  I  requeft  that  yon 
will  come  to  M.  D’Amezaga’s,  our 
firft  equerry,  at  three  o’clock  this 
afternoon.  This  individual,  exclu- 
fively,  enjoys  our  entire  confidence, 
which  he  has  for  a  great  length  of 
time  juftly  merited  from  his  excel¬ 
lent  conduct  in  all  refpeds,  and  the 
perfed  knowledge  he  poffeffes  of 
our  affairs,  which  he  has  always  di¬ 
rected  to  our  great  fatisfadion  and 
to  our  advantage. 

“  M.  D’Amezaga,  who  has  on 
my  part  had  the  honour  of  converg¬ 
ing  with  you  upon  the  matters  above 
alluded  to,  and  other  affairs  which 
concern  us,  tells  me  that  you  are 
already  acquainted  with  them.  Our 
eonverfation,  fir,  will  confequently 
be  ftiort,  and  will  not  interfere  with 
your  own  affairs. 

i(  That  which  at  prefent  occupies 
my  attention,  is  to  me  an  objeci  of 
the  greateft  intereft.  My  firft  wifh 
is  to  become  the  adopted  fon  of  his 
majefty  the  emperor,  our  auguft 
Vol.  LI I.  or  Vql.  X.  New  S 


fovereign.  I  conceive  myfelf  to  be 
worthy  of  this  adoption,  which 
would  truly  conftitute  the  nappi- 
nefs  of  my  life,  as  well  from  my 
perfect  love  and  attachment  to  the. 
{acred  perfon  of  his  majefty,  as  by 
my  fubmiffion  and  entire  obedience 
to  his  intentions  and  defires.  I 
am,  moreover,  extremely  anxious 
to  leave  Valancay,  becaufe  this  re- 
fidence,  which  has  nothing  about  it 
but  what  is  unpleafant  to  us,  is 
not  in  any  refped  fuitable  for  us* 
1  feel  a  pleafure  in  confiding  in  that 
magnanimity  of  conduct,  and  that 
generous  beneficence  which  diftin- 
guilli  his  imperial  and  royal  ma- 
jefiw,  and  in  believing  that  my 
molt  ardent  wifhes  will  foon  be  ac- 
complifhed. 

<e  Accept,  &c. 

(Signed)  “Ferdinand.” 


Decrees  of  Napoleon  for  annexing 
Rome  and  Holland  to  France ,  and 
alfo  the  Hanfe  Towns. 

I.  ROME. 

Extrad  from  the  records  of  the  can *> 
fervative  fenate  of  Feb.  If 
The  confer vative  fenate,  affeni- 
bled  in  the  number  of  members 
preferibed  by  article  xc.  of  the  con¬ 
ftitutional  ad  of  the  13th  Dec. 
1799,  has  confidered  the  project 
of  the  organic  fenatus  coufultum, 
drawn  up  in  the  form  preferibed 
by  article  Ivii.  the  conftitutional  ad 
of  the  4th  of  Auguft,  j8o2,  after 
having  heard  the  orators  of  the 
council  of  ftate,  and  the  report  of 
the  fpecial  commiffion  appointed 
in  the  fitting  of  the  14th  of  this 
month,  the  adoption  being  voted 
by  the  number  of  votes  preferibed 
in  article  Ivi.  of  the  conftitutional 
ad  of  the  4th  of  Auguft,  1S02,  it 
is  decreed  as.  follows : — • 
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Title 


Title  I. — Of  the  union  of  the 
Roman  Jiates  to  the  empire , 

Art.  i.  The  ftate  of  Rome  is 
united  to  the  French  empire,  and 
forms  an  integral  part  thereof. 

2.  It  (hall  be  divided  into  two 
departments :  the  department  of 
Rome,  and  the  department  of  Tra- 
iimene. 

3.  The  department  of  Rome 
lhall  fend  feven  deputies  to  the  le- 
giflative  body.  The  department 
of  Trafimene  (hall  fend  four. 

4.  The  department  of  Rome 
lhall  be  claffed  in  the  firft  feries — • 
the  department  of  Trafimene  in  the 
fecond. 

5.  A  fenatory  (hall  be  eftablifhed 
In  the  departments  of  Rome  and 
Trafimene. 

6.  The  city  of  Rome  is  the  fe¬ 
cond  city  of  the  empire.--— The 
mayor  of  Rome  is  to  be  prefent 
when  the  emperor  takes  the  oaths 
on  his  acceflion.  He  is  to  rank,  as 
are  alfo  all  deputations  from  the 
city  of  Rome,  on  all  occafions,  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  mayors  or  de¬ 
putations  of  the  city  of  Paris. 

7.  The  prince  imperial  is  to  af- 
fume  the  title,  and  receive  the  ho¬ 
nours,  of  King  of  Rome. 

8.  A  prince  of  the  blood,  or  a 
grand  dignitary  of  the  empire,  fhall 
refide  at  Rome,  who  (hall  hold  the 
emperor’s  court. 

g.  The  property  which  compofes 
the  endowments  of  the  imperial 
crown  fhall  be  regulated  by  a  fpe- 
cial  fenatus  confultum. 

10.  After  having  been  crowned 
in  the  church  of  Notre  Dame  at 
Paris,  the  emperors  lhall,  previous 
to  the  tenth  year  of  their  reign,  be 
crowned  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter. 

ti.  The  city  of  Rome  fhall  en¬ 
joy  particular  privileges  and  immu¬ 


nities,  which  fhall  be  determined  by 
the  Emperor  Napoleon. 

Title  II. — Of  the  independence 
of  the  imperial  throne  of  all  authority 
on  earth. 

12.  Every  foreign  fovereign  is 
incompatible  with  the  exercife  of 
any  fpiritual  authority  within  the 
territory  of  the  empire. 

13.  The  popes  fhall,  at  their 
elevation,  take  an  oath  never  to  aft 
contrary  to  the  four  propofitions  of 
the  Galilean  church,  adopted  in  an 
aflembly  of  the  clergy  in  1682. 

14.  The  four  propofitions  of  the 
catholic  church  are  declared  com¬ 
mon  to  all  the  catholic  churches  of 
the  empire. 

Title  III, — Of  the  temporal 
exifence  of  the  popes . 

15.  Palaces  fhall  be  prepared  for 
the  pope  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  empire  in  which  he  may  wifh 
to  refide.  He  fhall  neceffarily  have 
one  at  Paris  and  another  at  Rome. 

16.  Two  millions  in  rural  pro¬ 
perty,  free  of  all  impofitions,  and 
lying  in  different  parts  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  fhall  be  afligned  to  the  pope. 

17.  The  expenfes  of  the  facred 
college,  and  of  the  propaganda,  fhall 
be  declared  imperial. 

1  8.  The  prefent  organic  fenatus 
confultum  fhall  be  tranfmitted  by  a 
mefiage  to  his  majefty  the  emperor 
and  king. 

(Signed)  Cambaceres, 
Prince  Arch-Chancellor  of 
the  Empire. 

Francois,  Jancourt,  Cornet, 

Secretaries. 

Count  Laplace, 
Chancellor  of  the  Senate. 

The  fenate  met  on  the  27th  of 
February,  at  half  paft  one  o’clock. 
The  prince  arch- chancellor,  who 
prefided  on  the  occafion,  read  the 

following 
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following  meflage  from  his  ma- 
jefty  : — 

Senators, — We  have  difpatched 
to  Vienna,  as  our  ambaflador  ex¬ 
traordinary,  our  coufin  the  Prince 
of  Neufchatel,  to  folicit  the  hand 
of  the  Archduchefs  Maria  Louifa, 
daughter  of  the  Emperor  of  Auf¬ 
tria. 

We  have  given  orders  to  our 
minifter  of  foreign  relations  to  lay 
before  you  the  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  marriage  between  us  and  the 
Archduchefs  Maria  Louifa,  which 
has  been  concluded,  figned,  and  ra¬ 
tified. 

We  have  been  defirous  of  emi¬ 
nently  contributing  to  the  happinefs 
of  the  prefent  generation.  The  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  continent  have  founded 
their  profperity  upon  its  diflentions 
and  divifions.  They  can  no  longer 
nourilh  war,  by  imputing  to  us  pro¬ 
jects  incompatible  with  the  ties  and 
duties  of  affinity,  which  we  have 
juft  contracted  with  the  imperial 
houfe  reigning  in  Auftria. 

The  brilliant  qualities  which 
diftinguilh  the  Archduchefs  Maria 
Louifa,  have  acquired  her  the  love 
of  the  people  of  Auftria.  They  have 
fixed  our  regards.  Our  people 
will  love  this  princefs  from  their 
love  for  us,  until,  being  witnefles 
of  all  the  virtues  which  have  given 
her  fo  high  a  place  in  our  thoughts, 
they  (hall  love  her  for  herfelf. 

Given  at  our  palace  of  the 
Thuilleries,  this  27th  of  February, 
1810. 

Napoleon,, 


Extracts  from  the  regijiers  of  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  fecretary  offtate . 

Palace  of  Rambouillety 

__  July  9,  1810. 

We,  Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the 


French,  King  of  Italy,  ProteCtor  of 
the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine, 
Mediator  of  the  Swifs  Confedera¬ 
tion,  &c.  have  decreed,  and  do 
hereby  decree,  as  follows  t — 

Title  I.— -Art.  1.  Holland  is 
united  to  France. 

2.  The  city  of  Amfterdam  fhall 
be  the  third  city  of  the  empire. 

3.  Holland  fhall  have  fix  fena- 
tors,  fix  deputies  to  the  council  of 
ftate,  twenty-five  deputies  to  the 
legiflative  body,  and  two  judges  in 
the  court  of  caflation. 

4.  The  officers,  by  fea  and  land, 
of  whatever  rank,  (hall  be  confirm¬ 
ed  in  their  employment.  Commif- 
fions  (hall  be  delivered  to  them, 
figned  with  our  hand.  The  royal 
guard  (hall  be  united  to  our  impe¬ 
rial  guard. 

Title  II . — -Of  the  adminifiration, 
for  18  io. 

5.  The  Duke  of  Placentia,  arch® 
treafurer  of  the  empire,  (hall  repair 
to  Amfterdam  in  the  capacity  of 
our  lieutenant-general.  He  (hall 
prefide  in  the  council  of  minifters, 
and  attend  to  the  difpatch  of  bufi- 
nefs.  His  fun&ions  (hall  ceafe  the 
1  ft  of  January,  1811,  the  period 
when  the  French  adminift ration 
(hall  commence. 

6.  All  the  public  fun&ionaries, 
of  whatever  rank,  are  confirmed  in 
their  employments. 

Title  III . — Of  the  finances. 

7.  The  prefent  contributions 
fhall  continue  to  be  levied  until 
the  ift  of  January,  1811,  at  which 
period  the  country  (hall  be  eafed 
of  that  burden,  and  the  impofts  put 
on  the  fame  footing  as  for  the  reft 
of  the  empire. 

8.  The  budget  of  receipts  and 
dilburfements  fhall  be  fubmitted  to 
our  approbation  before  the  ift  of 
Auguft  next.  Only  one-third  of 

[Q  q  2]  the 
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*he  prefent  amount  of  intereft  upon 
the  public  debt  fhall  be  carried  to 
the  account  of  expenditure  for 
1810.  The  intereft  of  the  debt  for 
1808  and  1809,  not  yet  paid,  fhall 
be  reduced  to  one-third,  and  charg¬ 
ed  on  the  budget  of  1810. 

9.  The  cuftom-houfes  on  the 
frontier,  other  than  thofe  of  France, 
fhall  be  organized  under  thefuper- 
Intendance  of  our  diredor-general 
of  the  cuftom-houfes.  The  Dutch 
cuftom-houfes  fhall  be  incorporated 
therewith.  The  line  of  cuftom- 
houfes  now  on  the  French  frontier, 
fhall  be  kept  up  till  the  ift  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1 8 1 1 ,  when  it  fhall  be  re¬ 
moved,  and  the  communication  of 
Holland  with  the  empire  be  free. 

10.  The  colonial  produce,  adu- 
ally  in  Holland,  fhall  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  owners,  upon  paying 
a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
A  declaration  of  the  amount  fhall 
be  made  before  the  ift  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  at  fartheft.  The  faid  mer¬ 
chandize,  upon  payment  of  the  du¬ 
ties,  may  be  imported  into  France, 
and  circulated  through  the  whole 
of  the  empire. 

Title  IV.— -ii.  There  fhall  be 
at  Amfterdam  a  fpecial  adminiftra- 
tion,  prefided  over  by  one  of  our 
counfeilors  of  ftate,  which  fhall 
have  the  fuperintendance  of,  and 
the  neceffary  funds  to  provide  for, 
the  repairs  of  the  dikes,  polders, 
and  other  public  works. 

Title  V.— -12.  In  the  courfeof 
the  prefent  month,  there  fhall  be 
nominated,  by  the  legiflative  body 
of  Holland,  a  commiffion  of  fifteen 
members,  to  proceed  to  Paris,  in 
order  to  conftitute  a  council,  whofe 
bufinefs  fhall  be  to  regulate  defini¬ 
tively  all  that  relates  to  the  public 
and  local  debts,  and  to  conciliate 
the  principles  of  the  union  with  the 


localities  and  interefts  of  the  coun¬ 
try. 

13.  Our  minifters  are  charged 
with  the  execution  of  the  prefent 
decrees. 

(Signed) 

By  the  Emperor  Napoleon. 

(Signed) 

The  Minifter  Secretary  of  State 
H.  B.  Duke  of  Bassano. 

Holland,  in  confequence  of  the 
above,  has  fince  been  annexed  to 
France  ! 


Projed  of  an  organic  fen  at  us  con- 
fultum . 

Art.  1.  Holland,  the  Hanfe 
Towns,  Lauenburg,  and  the  terri¬ 
tories  which  lie  between  the  Norrh 
Sea,  and  a  line  which  fhall  extend 
from  the  place  where  the  Lippe 
gnters  the  Rhine,  to  its  fources: 
from  thefe  fources  to  the  Upper 
Ems  ;  from  the  Ems  to  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  YVerra  into  the  We- 
fer  ;  and  from  Stolzenau  on  the 
Wefer  to  the  Elbe,  above  the 
jundion  of  the  Sieeknifs,  fhall  form 
an  integral  part  of  the  French  em. 
p  re. 

2.  The  faid  territories  fhall  form 
ten  departments,  namely  :  — The 
department  of  the  Zuyder  Zee,  of 
the  mouths  of  the  Maefe,  of  the 
Upper  Yffel,  the  mouths  of  the 
Yffel,  Eaft  Friefland,  the  Weft 
Ems,  the  Eaft  Ems,  the  Upper 
Ems,  the  mouths  of  the  Wefer,  and 
the  mouths  of  the  Elbe. 

3.  The  number  of  deputies  from 
thefe  departments  to  the  legiflative 
body  fhall  be  as  follow  : — 

For  the  department  of  the  -Zuyder 

Zee  •  •  •  •  . .  4 

- - - Mouths  of  the  Maefe.  4 

—Upper  Yffel  •  3 

or 
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For  the  department  of  the  Mouths 

of  the  Yffel. . .  2 

— — - Eaft  Friefland .  2 

— - Weft  Erns . .  •  •  2 

- - Eaft  Ems  »•••••••••  2 

- —Upper  Ems . 4 

- Mouth  of  the  Wefer. .  3 

- - Mouths  of  the  Elbe*  •  4 

4.  Thefe  deputies  fhall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  in  the  year  1811,  and  (hall 
be  renewed  in  the  year  to  which  the 
feries  belong,  in  which  the  depart¬ 
ment  to  which  they  belong  fhall  be 
placed, 

5.  Thefe  departments  fhall  be 
placed  in  the  following  feries  of  the 
legiftative  body,  namely  : — Firft 
feries,  Mouths  of  the  Maefe  and 
Weft  Ems  ;  fee  end  feries,  Frielland 
and  the  Upper  Ems  ;  third  feries, 
the  Zuyder  Zee  and  Eaft  Ems  ; 
fourth  feries.  Mouths  of  the  Yffel, 
and  .Mouths  of  the  Elbe  :  fifth  fe¬ 
ries,  Upper  Yffel,  and  Mouths  of 
the  Wefer, 

6.  For  the  departments  of  the 
Zuyder  Zee,  Mouths  of  the  Maefe, 
Upper  Yffel,  Mouths  of  the  Yffel, 
Friefland,  and  Weft  Ems,  there 
fhall  be  an  imperial  court  of  juf¬ 
tice,  whofe  feat  fhall  be  at  the 
Hague. 

7.  For  the  departments  of  Eaft 
Ems,  Upper  Ems,  the  Wefer,  and 
the  Mouths  of  the  Elbe,  there  fhall 
be  an  imperial  court  of  juftice, 
whofe  feat  fhall  be  at  Hamburgh. 

8.  In  the  departments  which  be¬ 
long  to  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  im¬ 
perial  court  of  juftice  of  the  Hague, 
there  fhall  be  a  council  of  fenators ; 
and  another  fhall  be  erected  in  the 
departments  which  belong  to  the 
jurifdi  ttion  of  the  imperial  court 
of  juftice  at  Hamburgh. 

9.  The  cities  of  Amfterdain, 
Rotterdam,  Hamburgh,  Bremen, 
and  Lubeck,  are  placed  among  the 
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number  of  good  cities ;  their  mayors 
are  to  be  prefent  at  the  oath  of 
fealty  to  the  emperors  at  their  co¬ 
ronation. 

10.  A  communication  fhall  be 
formed  with  the  Baltic  by  a  canal, 
which,  extending  from  the  canal  of 
Hamburgh  to  Lubeck,  fhall  make 
a  communication  between  the  Elbe 
and  the  Wefer,  the  Wefer  and  the 
Ems,  and  the  Ems  and  the  Rhine. 


Report  of  the  minijier  for  foreign  af¬ 
fairs  to  his  majefty  the  emperor  and 
kingy  on  the  fate  of  France . 

Sir, 

Your  majefty  has  exalted  France 
to  the  higheft  point  of  greatnefs. 
The  victories  obtained  over  five 
fucceffive  coalitions,  all  promoted 
by  England,  have  produced  thefe 
coafequences  and  it  may  be  faid, 
that  we  are  indebted  to  England 
for  the  glory  and  power  of  the  great 
empire. 

At  every  opportunity,  your  ma¬ 
jefty  made  offers  of  peace,  and  with¬ 
out  confidering  whether  it  would 
be  more  advantageous  than  war  ; 
you  looked,  fir,  only  to  the  hap. 
pinefs  of  the  prefent  generation, 
and  you  always  (hewed  yourfelf 
ready  to  facrifi.ee  to  it  the  raoft 
flattering  profpetfts  of  the  future. 

It  was  in  this  fpirit  that  the 
peace  of  Campo  Formio,  of  Lune- 
ville,  and  of  Amiens,  and  fubfe- 
quently  of  Prefourg,  of  Til  fit, 
and  of  Vienna,  were  concluded  ;  it 
was  in  this  fpirit  that  your  majefty 
has  five  times  facrificed  to  peace 
the  greater  part  of  your  conquefts. 
More  anxious  to  adorn  your  reign 
by  the  public  happinefs,  than  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  frontiers  of  your  empire, 
your  majefty  fets  bounds  to  your 
[Q  q  5]  '  greatnefs 
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greatnefs  ;  while  England,  keeping 
the  torch  of  war  continually  alive, 
feemed  to  confpire  againft  her  al¬ 
lies  as  well  as  herfelf,  to  create  the 
greateft  empire  that  has  exifted  for 
twenty  centuries. 

At  the  peace  of  1783,  the  power 
of  France  was  ftrong  in  the  family 
compact  which  clofely  bound  Spain 
and  Naples  with  her  political  fyf* 
tem.  At  the  peace  of  Amiens,  the 
refpe&ive  ftrength  of  the  three 
great  powers  wag  increafed  by  the 
addition  of  twelve  million  of  Polifh 
inhabitants.  The  houfes  of  France 
and  Spain  were  effentially  hoftile 
to  each  other,  and  the  people  of 
the  two  countries  were  removed 
farther  than  ever  from  each  other, 
by  the  difference  of  their  manners. 
One  of  the  great  continental  powers 
had  her  ftrength  lefs  diminifhed 
by  the  junction  of  Belgium  with 
France,  than  it  was  increafed  by 
the  acquifition  of  Venice  ;  the  fe- 
cularizations  alfo  of  the  Germanic 
body  added  more  to  the  power  of 
our  rivals. 

Thus,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  the  relative  force 
of  France  was  lefs  than  at  the  peace 
of  1783,  and  much  inferior  to  that 
to  which  the  victories  obtained 
during  the  wars  of  the  two  firft 
coalitions  gave  her  a  right  to  ex- 
ped.  This  treaty,  however,  was 
fcarcely  concluded,  when  the  jea- 
loufy  of  England  difplayed  itfelf 
ftrongly.  She  took  the  alarm  at 
the  increafing  profperity  and  riches 
of  the  interior  of  France  ;  and  fhe 
hoped  that  a  third  coalition  would 
yvreft  Belgium,  the  provinces  of 
the  Rhine,  and  Italy  from  your 
crown.  The  peace  of  Amiens  was 
broken ;  a  third  coalition  was 
formed;  three  months  after,  it  was 
diftolved  by  the  treaty  of  Prefburg. 


England  faw  all  her  hopes  blaft» 
ed  ;  Venice,  Dalmatia,  Iftria,  the 
whole  of  the  Adriatic  coaft,  and 
that  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  fell 
into  the  power  of  France.  The 
Germanic  body,  eftablifhed  upon 
principles  contrary  to  thofe  upon 
which  the  French  empire  was  found¬ 
ed,  dropped  to  pieces ;  and  the 
fyftem  of  the  Confederation  of  the 
Rhine  transformed  into  clofe  and  ne- 
ceffary  allies  the  fame  nations,  who 
in  the  firft  coalitions  marched 
gainft  France,  and  united  them  in- 
diffolubly  to  herfelf  by  their  com¬ 
mon  interefts. 

The  peace  of  Amiens  then  be¬ 
came  in  England  the  objedt  of 
every  ftatefman.  The  new  acqui- 
fttions  of  France,  which  there  were 
no  hopes  of  wrefting  from  her  at 
any  future  time,  rendered  the  fault 
that  was  committed  more  evident, 
and  {hewed  the  full  extent  of  it. 

An  enlightened  man,  who  during 
the  fhort  interval  of  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  vifited  Paris,  and  had 
learned  to  know  France  and  your 
majefty,  was  put  at  the  head  of 
affairs  in  England.  This  man  of 
genius  comprehended  the  fttuation 
of  the  two  countries.  He  perceived 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  any 
ft  ate  to  compel  France  to  retro¬ 
grade  ;  and  that  the  true  policy 
confifted  in  arrefting  her  progrefs. 
He  perceived,  that  by  the  fuccefs 
obtained  over  the  third  coalition, 
the  queftion  was  changed  ;  and  that 
it  muft  no  longer  be  thought  of 
con  telling  with  France  the  poflfef- 
fions  that  fhe  acquired  by  victory  ; 
but  that  it  was  neceffary,  by  a 
fpeedy  peace,  to  prevent  thofe  new 
acquifttions  which  the  continuation 
of  the  war  would  render  inevitable. 
This  minifter  did  not  conceal  any 
of  the  advantages  which  France 
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derived  from  the  erroneous  policy 
of  England  ;  but  he  had  in  view 
thofe  which  Ihe  might  ftill  acquire. 
He  thought  that  England  would 
gain  much,  if  none  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  powers  loft  more,.  He  di¬ 
rected  his  policy  to  difarm  France, 
and  to  have  the  Confederation  of  the 
North  of  Germany  recognized  in 
oppofition  to  the  Confederation  of 
the  Rhine.  He  perceived  that 
Pruftia  could  only  be  preferved  by 
peace  :  and  that  on  the  fate  of  that 
power  depended  the  fyftem  of  Sax¬ 
ony,  of  Heflia,  of  Hanover,  the 
fate  of  the  mouths  of  the  Ems,  of 
the  jade,  of  the  Wefer,  of  the 
Elbe,  of  the  Oder,  and  of  the  Vif- 
tula,  ports  neceflary  for  the  com¬ 
merce  of  England.  Like  a  great 
man,  Fox  did  not  deliver  hiinfelf 
up  to  ufelefs  forrow  for  the  rupture 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  lofles 
henceforth  irreparable  j  he  wifhed 
to  prevent  greater,  and  he  fent 
Lord  Lauderdale  to  Paris. 

The  negociations  began,  and 
every  thing  led  to  hope  that  they 
would  have  ended  happily,  when 
Fox  died.  From  that  time  they 
languished.  The  minifters  were 
neither  fufficiently  enlightened  nor 
temperate  to  perceive  the  neceflity 
of  peace.  Pruftia,  excited  by  that 
fpirit  which  England  infufed  into 
all  Europe,  put  her  troops  in  march. 
The  imperial  guards  received  or¬ 
ders  to  fet  out ;  Lord  Lauderdale 
appeared  terrified  at  the  confer 
quences  of  the  new  events  that  were 
preparing.  It  was  propofed  to  fign 
the  treaty  ;  that  Pruftia  flhould  be 
included  in  it,  and  that  the  Confe¬ 
deration  o!  the  North  ol  Germany 
ftiould  be  recognized.  Ypur  ma. 
jefty,  with  that  fpirit  of  moderation 
of  which  you  have  given  fuch  fre¬ 
quent  examples  to  Europe,  con¬ 
cerned.— “The  departure  of  the  im¬ 


perial  guard  was  delayed  for  lome 
days,  but  Lord  Lauderdale  hefi- 
tated  ;  he  thought  it  neceflary  to 
fend  a  meflenger  to  his  court,  and 
that  meflenger  brought  him  an  or¬ 
der  to  return.  In  a  few  days  after 
Pruflia  no  longer  exifted  as  a  pre¬ 
ponderating  power.  Pofterity  will 
confider  that  period  as  one  of  the 
moft  decifive  in  the  hiftories  of 
England  and  of  France.  The  treaty 
of  Tilfit  put  an  end  to  the  fourth 
coalition. 

After  fome  further  unintereft- 
ing  remarks,  the  report  proceeds 
thus 

The  fifth  coalition  broke  out„ 
the  new  events  of  which  again  turn¬ 
ed  out  advantageous  to  France, 
The  only  ports  by  which  England 
preferved  an  avowed  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  continent,  together 
with  the  Illyrian  provinces,  palled 
under  the  power  of  your  majefty 
by  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  and  the 
allies  of  the  empire  beheld  their 
power  increafed. 

The  Britifli  orders  in  council 
had  overthrown  the  laws  of  the 
commerce  of  the  world  ;  England, 
whofe  whole  exiftence  is  attached 
to  commerce,  has  thus  thrown  dis¬ 
order  into  the  commerce  of  other 
nations.  She  had  contemned  all  its 
privileges.  The  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  of  Milan  had  repelled  thefe 
monftrous  novelties.  Holland  found 
that  her  pofition  was  a  difficult 
one ;  her  government  had  not  an 
action  fufficiently  energetic  ;  her 
cuftom-houfes  afforded  too  little  fe- 
curity  to  permit  that  centre  of  con¬ 
tinental  commerce  to  remain  much 
longer  infulated  from  France.  Your 
majefty,  for  the  interefts  of  your 
people,  and  to  fecure  the  execution 
of  the  fyftem  which  you  had  op- 
pofed  to  the  tyrannical  adt  of  Eng¬ 
land,  faw  yourfeif  compelled  to 
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change  the  fate  of  Holland.  Yonr 
majefty,  neverthelefs,  conftant  in 
your  fyftem,  and  in  your  defire  of 
peace,  gave  England  to  underftand 
that  fhe  could  not  preferve  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  Holland,  but  by  re¬ 
calling  her  orders  in  council,  or 
adopting  pacific  views. — The  mi- 
nifters  of  a  commercial  nation 
treated  with  levity  overtures  fo 
greatly  interefting  to  its  commerce. 
They  replied,  that  England  had  no 
power  over  the  fate  of  Holland. 
In  the  illufions  of  their  pride,  they 
mifconceived  the  motives  of  that 
meafure ;  they  pretended  to  fee  in 
it  an  acknowledgment  of  the  effica¬ 
cy  of  their  orders  in  council,  and 
Holland  was  united.  Since  they 
would  have  it  fo,  fire,  I  think  it 
ufeful  at  this  moment,  and  I  pro- 
pofe  to  your  majefty  to  confolidate 
that  union  by  a  fenatus  confulta. 

The  annexation  of  the  Hanfea- 
tic  Towns,  of  Lauenberg,  and  of 
the  whole  coaft  from  the  Elbe  to 
the  Ems,  is  commanded  by  circum- 
ftances.  That  territory  is  already 
under  the  dominion  of  your  ma¬ 
jefty- 

The  immenfe  warehoufes  at  He¬ 
ligoland  would  always  threaten  to 
inundate  the  continent,  if  a  fingle 
point  remained  open  to  the  Englifh 
trade  upon  the  coaft  of  the  North 
Sea  ;  and  if  the  mouths  of  the  Jade, 
the  Wefer,  and  the  Elbe,  were  not 
for  ever  clofed  againft  her. 

The  Britiih  orders  in  council 
have  totally  deftroyed  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  neutral  navigation  ;  your 
majefty  9 an  no  longer  fupply  your 
arfenals  and  have  a  fure  channel  for 
your  commerce  with  the  north,  but 
by  means  of  internal  navigation. — 
The  repairing  and  enlarging  of  the 
canal  between  Hamburgh  and  Lu. 
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beck,  and  the  conftru&ion  of  a  new 
canal,  which  will  unite  the  Elbe  to 
the  Wefer,  and  the  Wefer  to  the 
Ems,  which  will  only  require  four 
or  five  years  labour,  and  an  expen¬ 
diture  of  fifteen  or  twenty  millions, 
in  a  country,  the  foil  of  which  of¬ 
fers  no  phyfical  obftacles,  will  open 
to  the  French  merchants  a  cheap, 
eafy,  and  fafe  route.  Your  empire 
can  always  trade  with  the  Baltic, 
convey  to  the  north  the  produce  of 
her  foil  and  manufactures,  and 
draw  from  thence  the  articles  necef- 
fary  for  your  majefty*s  navy. 

The  flags  of  Hamburgh,  of  Bre¬ 
men,  and  of  Lubeck,  which  at  pre= 
fent  wander  on  the  feas,  denation¬ 
alized  by  the  Britifli  orders  in 
council,  will  fhare  the  fate  of  the 
French  flag  and  join  with  it,  for 
the  intereft  of  the  common  caufe, 
and  in  re-eftablifhing  the  liberty  of 
the  feas. 

Peace  will  take  place  at  laft  : 
for,  fooner  or  later,  the  great  in- 
terefts  of  nations,  of  juftice,  and  of 
humanity,  will  prevail  over  pafiion 
and  hatred.  But  the  experience  of 
fixty  years  has  ftiewn  us  that  peace 
with  England  can  only  afford  to 
commerce  a  deceitful  fecurity.  In 
1 756,  in  February  1793,  in  1801, 
in  theinftance  of  Spain,  as  in  May, 
1803,  period  of  the  rupture  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  England  com¬ 
menced  hoftili  t ies  before  fhe  de¬ 
clared  war.  Veffels,  which  navi¬ 
gated  in  the  faith  of  peace,  were 
taken  by  furprize  ;  commerce  was 
plundered,  peaceable  citizens  were 
deprived  of  their  liberty,  and  the 
ports  of  England  were  filled  with 
thefe  digraceful  trophies.  Should 
thefe  examples  be  ever  renewed, 
the  fubjeCU  of  England,  travelling 
either  for  pleafure  or  bufinefs, 

whofe 
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■wbofe  properties  and  perfons  fhall 
be  feeured,  in  all  our  ports,,  from 
the  Baltic  fea  to  the  Adriatic  gulf, 
will  be  anfwerable  for  thefe  at¬ 
tempts  ;  and  if  the  Englilh  govern¬ 
ment,  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
the  people  of  London  forget  the  in- 
j ultice  of  the  war,  will  gratify  them 
with  the  fight  of  prizes  taken  in 
contempt  of  the  law  of  nations, 
they  will  alfo  have  it  in  their  power 
to  fhew  them  the  Ioffes  which  moft 
certainly  refult  from  it. 

Sire,  your  majefty  will  perfevere  * 
in  your  decrees  fo  long  as  England 
perfifts  in  her  orders  in  council. 

\  ou  will  oppofe  to  the  maritime 
blockade  the  continental  blockade, 
and  to  the  plunder  of  the  feas,  the 
confiscation  of  Englilh  merchandife 
on  the  continent. 

It  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  your 
majelly  that  you  can  have  hence¬ 
forth  no  hope  to  bring  back  your 
enemies  to  more  moderate  ideas 
than  by  perfevering  in  this  fyftem. 
The  refult  of  it  will  be  to  place 
England  in  fuch  a  difagreeable  fi- 
tuation  that  fhe  will  be  at  length 
compelled  to  acknowledge  that  fhe 
cannot  violate  the  laws  of  neutrals 
on  the  fea,  and  claim  their  protec¬ 
tion  on  the  continent ;  that  the 
foie  fource  of  her  misfortunes  is 
in  her  orders  in  council  ;  and  that 
the  increafe  of  the  power  of 
France,  which  will  long  excite  her 
fpite  and  jealoufy,  is  owing  to  the 
blind  paffion  of  thofe  who  have 
broken  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  put 
an  end  to  the  negociation  at  Paris, 
reje&ed  the  propofitions  from  Til- 
fit  and  Erfurth,  difdai  ning  the 
overtures  made  before  the  annex¬ 
ation  of  Holland,  have  given  the 
laft  blow  to  her  trade  and  her 
|>ovver;  and  condafted  your  em¬ 


pire  to  the  fulfilment  of  its  high 
deftinies. 

Champagny,  Duke  ol  Cadore. 
Paris ,  Dec .  8,  1810. 


Abdication  of  Louis  Buonaparte . 

u  Louis  Napoleon  by  the  grace 
of  God,  and  the  conftitution  of  the 
kingdom,  king  of  Holland,  con- 
ftable  of  France,  to  all  thofe  who 
may  fee  or  hear  thefe  prefents, 
health. — Hollanders  !  being  con¬ 
vinced  that  nothing  more  for  your 
intereft  or  your  welfare  can  be  effec¬ 
ted  by  rne  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
confidering  myfelf  as  an  obftacle 
which  may  prevent  the  good  will 
and  intentions  of  my  brother  to- 
towards  this  country  ;  I  have  re- 
figned  my  rank  and  royal  dignity 
in  favour  of  my  eldeft  fon,  Napo¬ 
leon  Louis,  and  of  his  brother, 
prince  Charles  Louis  Napoleon. 
Her  majefty  the  queen  being  of 
right,  and  according  to  the  confti- 
tution,  regent  of  the  kingdom,  the 
regency  fhail,  till  her  arrival,  be 
veiled  in  the  council  of  minilters. 
— Hollanders !  never  fhall  I  forget 
fogood  and  virtuous  a  people  as  you 
are.  My  laft  thought,  as  well  as 
my  laft  figh,  fhall  be  for  your  hap- 
pinefs.  On  leaving  you,  I  cannot 
fufficiently  recommend  to  you  to 
receive  well  the  military  and  civil 
officers  of  France.  This  istheonly 
means  to  gratify  his  majefty  the 
emperor,  on  whom  your  late,  that 
oi  your  children,  and  that  of  your 
whole  country  depends.  And  now, 
as  ill-will  and  calumny  can  no 
longer  reach  me,  at  leaft  fo  far  as 
relates  to  you,  1  have  a  well-found¬ 
ed  hope,  that  you  will  at  length 
find  the  reward  for  all  your  facri- 
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fices,  and  for  ail  your  magnanimous 
firmnefs. — Done  at  Haarlem,  July 
i,  1810.  Louis  Napoleon.” 

(i  Louis  Napoleon,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  and  the  conftitution  of  the 
kingdom,  king  of  Holland,  confta- 
ble  of  France. — Confidering  that 
the  unfortunate  ftate  in  which  this 
country  now  is  arifes  from  the  dif- 
pleafure  which  the  emperor  my 
brother  has  conceived  againft  me  ; 

■ — confidering  that  all  endeavours 
and  facrihces  on  my  part  to  fupport 
this  ftate  of  things  have  been  fruit- 
lefs ; — confidering  laftly,  that  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  ftate  of  things  is  to 
be  attributed  to  my  having  been 
unfortunate  enough  to  difpleafe  my 
brother,  and  to  have  loft  his  frierid- 
ihip,  and  that  I  therefore  am  the 
only  obftacle  to  the  termination  of 
thefe  inceffant  differences  and  mif- 
underftandings — Wehaverefolved, 
as  we,  by  thefe  letters,  publifhed 
by  our  own  free  will,  do  refolve, 
to  refign,  as  we  do  from  this  mo¬ 
ment  refign,  the  royal  dignity  of 
this  kingdom  of  Holland,  in  favour 
of  our  well-beloved  fon,  Napoleon 
Louis  5  and  in  failure  of  him,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  his  brother,  Charles  Louis 
Napoleon. — Wefurther  defire  that, 
according  to  the  conftitution,  under 
the  guarantee  of  his  majefty  the 
emperor,  our  brother,  the  regency 
fhall  remain  with  her  majefty  the 
queen,  afiilted  by  a  council  of  re¬ 
gency,  which  fhall  provifionally 
confift  of  our  minifters,  to  whom 
we  commit  the  cijftody  of  our  minor 
king  till  the  arrival  of  her  majefty 
the  queen. — We  further  order,  that 
the  different  corps  of  the  guard,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  lieut. -general 
Bruno,  and  general  Bruno,  fecond 
in  command,  fhall  render  their  fey- 


vice  to  the  minor  king  of  this  king¬ 
dom  ;  and  that  the  great  officers  of 
the  crown,  as  well  as  the  civil  and 
military  officers  of  our  houfehold, 
fhall  continue  to  render  their  cuf. 
tomary  fervices  to  the  fame  high 
perfonage. — The  prefent  add,  done 
and  concluded,  and  figned  by  our 
hand,  (hall  be  tranfmitted  to  the  le- 
giflative  body,  and  there  depofited, 
copies  fhall  be  taken,  and  thefe  let¬ 
ters  be  publifhed  in  a  legal  manner, 
and  in  the  cuftomary  form. 

“  Louis  Nap oleoiM.** 


The  farenveil  Add  refs  of  the  King  of 

Holland  to  the  Legiflati've  Body , 

July  I  8 10. 

t(  Gentlemen — 1  charge  the  mi¬ 
nifters  to  prefent  to  your  aftfem- 
bly  the  refolution  which  I  find  my- 
feif  compelled  to  take,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  military  occupation 
of  my  capital.  The  brave  French 
foldiers  have  no  other  enemies  than 
fuch  as  are  enemies  to  the  common 
caufe  of  Holland  and  myfelf.  They 
are,  and  ought  to  be,  received  with 
all  the  regard  and  civility  poftible  ; 
but  it  is  not  lefs  true,  that  in  the 
adlual  fituation  of  Holland,  when 
an  entire  army,  a  crowd  of  cuftoro- 
houfe  officers,  and  when  even  the 
national  army  is  taken  from  under 
the  power  of  government — when 
every  place,  with  the  exception  of 
the  capital,  was  under  the  orders  of 
aforeign  officer — -I  thought  it  right 
to  declare  to  marfhal  the  duke  of 
Reggio,  and  the  charge  d’affaires 
from  the  emperor,  that  if  they 
occupied  the  capital  and  its  vici¬ 
nity,  I  fhould  conftder  that  opera¬ 
tion  as  a  manifeft  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
inoft  fapred  rights  among  men. 
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It  was  this  which  made  me 
j’efufe  the  cuftom-houfe  officers* 
entrance  into  Muyden,  Naarden, 
and  Damme.  I  was  j  uftified  in  do¬ 
ing  fo,  becaufe  the  treaty  did  not 
authorize  the  prefence  of  cuftom- 
houfe  officers,  except  upon  the 
coaft,  and  at  the  mouths  of  rivers. 

“  On  the  1 6th  of  June  I  recei¬ 
ved  through  the  charge  d'affaires  of 
his  majefty  the  emperor  and  king, 
an  affurance  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  occupy  Amfterdam ; 
and  that  led  me  to  hope  that  he 
would  abide  ftri&Iy  by  a  treaty, 
the  conditions  of  which  were  drawn 
up  by  his  majefty  the  emperor  him- 
felf.  Unfortunately,  my  error  was 
not  of  long  duration,  as  I  recei¬ 
ved  a  communication  that  20,000 
French  troops  had  united  in  the 
environs  of  Utrecht.  I  continued, 
notwithftanding  the  extreme  pe¬ 
nury  and  embarraffinents  of  our 
finances,  to  furnifti  them  with  fub- 
fiftence  and  other  neceffary  things, 
although  the  treaty  precifely  ex- 
preffed  that  there  fhould  be  6000 
men  only  maintained  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  this  kingdom ;  but  I 
feared  that  this  collecting  of  troops 
was  done  with  other  views  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  our  government ;  and 
late  in  the  night  of  the  20th,  I  re¬ 
ceived  official  information  that  his 
majefty  the  emperor  infilled  upon 
the  occupation  of  Amfterdam,  and 
the  eftablilhment  of  the  French 
head. quarters  in  that  capital. 

“  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
gentlemen,  you  cannot  doubt  that  I 
was  willing  to  fuffer  for  my  people 
frelh  humiliations,  if  I  could  have 
preferved  tfie  hope  of  being  able  to 
jfupport  fuch  a  ftate ;  and,  above 
all,  to  prevent  new  evils;  but  I 
could  not  deceive  myfelf  any 
longer,, 


,  [609 

“I  have  figned  a  treaty,  dic¬ 
tated  by  France,  under  the  convic¬ 
tion  that  meafures  the  moft  dis¬ 
agreeable  for  the  nation  and  for 
myfelf  would  not  be  followed  up; 
and  that,  fatisfied  with  my  volun¬ 
tary  abdication,  which  is  the  con- 
fequence  of  the  fald  treaty,  every 
thing  would  go  on  frnoothly  be¬ 
tween  France  and  Holland. 

“  The  treaty  prefents,  indeed,  a 
great  number  of  pretences,  and  of 
new  grievances  and  accufations ; 
but  can  pretences  be  ever  wanting  ? 

I  ought  then  to  have  confided  in  the 
explanations  and  communications 
which  have  been  made  to  me,  be- 
lides  this  treaty,  and  in  the  for¬ 
mal  and  circumftantial  declaration, 
which  I  have  not  failed  to  do  ;  fuch 
as,  that  the  cuftom-houfe  officers 
would  only  interfere  in  the  mea¬ 
fures  relating  to  the  blockade  ;  that 
the  French  troops  fhould  only  re¬ 
main  on  the  coaft  ;  that  the  do¬ 
mains  of  the  ftate,  and  thofe  of 
the  crown,  fhould  be  refpedted  ; 
that  the  debts  of  the  countries 
which  had  been  ceded  would  be 
charged  to  France;  in  a  word,  that 
from  the  number  of  troops  which 
were  to  be  furnifhed,  there  fhould 
be  deducted  thofe  which,  at  this 
moment,  are  at  the  difpofal  of 
France,  Spain,  and  even  that,  for 
the  maritime  ftrength,  the  necef¬ 
fary  time  fhould  be  allowed. 

“  I  have  always  flattered  myfelf 
that  the  treaty  would  be  refpeded. 
I  have  been  mi  (taken  ;  and  if  the 
entire  devotion  I  have  manifefted 
for  my  duty,  on  the  ift  of  laft 
April,  has  only  tended  to  drag  on 
and  prolong  the  exiltence  of  the 
country  for  three  months,  I  have 
the  cruelly  grievous  fatisfadion 
(yet  the  only  one  which  now  I  can 
have)  that  1  have  fulfilled  the  obli¬ 
gations 
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gations  to  the  end ;  that  I  have  (If 
I  am  permitted  to  fay  to)  facrificed 
to  the  exiftence  and  to  the  welfare 
of  this  country,  all  that  was  poffi- 
ble.  But  after  the  fubmiffion  and 
the  refignation  of  the  ill  of  April, 
1810,  I  fhould  be  much  to  blame 
if  I  confented  to  retain  the  title  of 
king,  being  no  longer  but  an  inftru- 
ment ;  no  longer  commanding,  not 
only  in  the  country,  but  even  in 
my  own  capital,  and,  perhaps,  foon, 
not  even  in  my  palace. 

“  I  fhould  be,  neverthelefs,  a 
witnefs  of  every  thing  that  might 
be  going  on,  without  being  able  to 
do  any  thing  for  my  people  ;  re- 
fponfible  for  all  occurrences,  with¬ 
out  the  power  to  prevent  them  or 
their  influence.  I  fhould  have  ex- 
pofed  myfelf  to  the  complaints  of 
both  fides,  and,  perhaps,  have  oc- 
eafioned  great  misfortunes,  by  do¬ 
ing  which  1  fhould  have  betrayed 
my  confcience,  my  people,  and  my 
duty. 

“  I  have  for  a  long  time  fore- 
feen  the  extremity  to  which  I  am 
reduced  ;  but  I  could  not  have  pre¬ 
vented  it  without  facrificing  my 
moll  facred  duties,  without  ceafing 
to  have  at  heart  the  interefl  of  my 
people,  and  without  ceafing  to  con¬ 
ned;  my  fate  with  that  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  Now  that  Holland  is  reduced 
to  that  condition,  I  have,  as  king, 
but  one  courfe  to  take,  and  that  is, 
to  abdicate  the  throne  in  favour  of 
my  children.  Any  other  courfe 
would  have  only  augmented  the 
misfortunes  of  my  reign.  I  fhould 
have  perhaps  feen  the  peaceable  in¬ 
habitants,  victims  to  contentions 
of  government,  deflroyed  at  once. 
How,  then,  could  an  idea  of, refin¬ 
ance  ever  enter  my  mind  ? 

“My  children,  born  Frenchmen, 
like  myfelf,  would  have  feen  in  a 


juft  caufe  (but  which  they  would 
not  have  believed  to  be  fokly  mine) 
the  blood  of  their  countrymen  flow  ; 
I  had  then  but  one  courfe  to  take. 

“  My  brother,  fo  violently  irri¬ 
tated  againft  me,  is  not  fo  againll 
my  children  ;  and  doubtlefs  he  will 
not  deftroy  what  he  has  done,  and 
deprive  them  of  their  inheritance, 
fince  he  has  not,  nor  can  have,  any 
fubjedl  of  complaint  againft  one 
who  will  not,  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  reign  himfelf.  His  mother, 
to  whom  the  regency  appertains 
by  the  conflitiuion,  will  do  every 
thing  that  fhall  be  agreeable  to  the 
emperor  my  brother,  and  will  fuc- 
ceed  better  than  myfelf,  who  have 
had  the  misfortune  never  to  be  fuc- 
cefsful  in  my  endeavours  of  that 
kind.  And  at  the  conclufion  of  a 
maritime  peace,  perhaps  before,  my 
brother,  knowing  the  Hate  of  things 
in  this  country,  the  efieem  its  inha¬ 
bitants  merit,  how  much  their  wel¬ 
fare  accords  with  the  interefts  well 
underilood  of  his  empire,  will  do 
for  this  country  all  it  has  a  right  to 
exnefl,  as  the  reward  of  its  nume- 
rous  facridces  to  France,  of  its  fide¬ 
lity,  and  of  the  inrereft  with  which 
it  cannot  fail  to  infpire  thofe  who 
judge  of  it  without  prejudice. 

“  Perhaps  I  am  the  only  obflacle 
to  the  reconciliation  of  this  country 
with  France;  and  fhould  that  be 
fo,  I  might  find  forne  confolation  in 
draesino-  out  the  remainder  of  a 
wandering  and  langu idling  life  at  a 
diftance  from  the  firft  objetfls  of  my 
whole  affection,  this  good  people, 
and  my  fon. 

“  Thefe  are  my  principal  mo¬ 
tives — there  are  others  equally 
powerful,  with  refpecl  to  which  I 
rauft  be  filent  ;  but  they  are  eafily 
divined.  The  emperor,  my  bro¬ 
ther,  though  ftrongly  prejudiced 

againft 
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againft  me,  muft  feel  that  I  could 
not  aft  otherwife — he  is  great,  and 
he  ought  to  be  juft. 

“  As  to  you,  gentlemen,  Ifhould 
be  much  more  unhappy  even  than 
I  am,  if  poffible,  could  1  imagine 
that  you  would  not  do  juftice  to  my 
intentions.  May  the  end  of  my 
career  prove  to  the  nation,  and  to 
you,  that  I  have  never  deceived  you 
— that  I  have  had  but  one  aim,  the 
true  intereft  of  the  country— -that 
the  faults  I  may  have  committed 
are  folely  to  be  afcribed  to  my 
zeal,  which  caufed  me  to  employ, 
not  always  the  beft,  but  the  moft 
practicable  means  of  overcoming 
the  difficulty  of  circumftances  !  I 
had  never  propofed  to  myfelf  to 
govern  a  nation  fo  interefting,  yet 
fo  difficult,  as  yours. 

“  Be,  gentlemen,  my  advocates 
with  the  nation  :  infpire  it  with  at¬ 
tachment  for  the  prince  royal,  who 
defer ves  it,  if  I  may  judge  from 
his  happy  natural  difpolition.  The 
queen  has  the  fame  intereft  as  my¬ 
felf. 

u  I  cannot,  gentlemen,  conclude, 
without  recommending  to  you,  in 
the  moft  earned:  manner,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  interefts  and  of  the 
exiftenceof  fo  many  families,  whofe 
lives  and  property  would  be  infal¬ 
libly  comprornifed,  to  receive  the 
French  with  attention,  with  kind- 

nefs,  and  the  cordiality  which  is 

*■ 

due  to  the  brave  people  of  the  firft 
nation  in  the  univerfe ;  to  your 
friends,  to  your  allies,  who  conftder 
obedience  as  the  firft  of  duties,  but 
which  they  cannot  fail  to  efteem 
the  more,  in  proportion  as  they  be¬ 
come  acquainted  with  a  nation 
brave,  induftrious,  and  worthy  of 
efteem  under  every  confideration. 

“  In  whatever  place  it  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  terminate  my  days,  the 


PAPERS.  '  [631 

\ 

name  of  Holland,  and  the  moft 
lively  prayers  for  its  happinefs, 
will  be  my  laft  words — will  be  my 
laft  thoughts. 

“July  ift.  Louis  Napoleon.’* 


Addiefs  of  the  deputies  of  Holland  to 
Buonaparte. 

Paris,  Augufi  i  y. 

His  imperial  majefty  being  feat- 
ed  on  the  throne,  furrounded  bv 
the  princes  and  great  officers  of 
ftate,  the  deputies  of  Holland  were 
prefen  ted  to  his  majefty,  and  their 
prelident,  his  excellency  Admiral 
Verhueil,  delivered  the  following 
fpeech  :  — 

“  Sire,— Your  very  faithful  fub- 
jedts  of  Holland,  the  members  of 
the  council  of  ftate,  the  deputies  of 
the  legiftative  body,  of  the  land 
and  fea  forces,  and  the  deputies  of 
the  city  of  Amfterdam,  have  the 
honour  of  prefenting  themfeives  at 
the  feet  of  your  majefty *s  throne, 
refreflfully  to  declare  the  fenti- 
ments  of  admiration,  confidence, 
and  obedience  with  which  they  are 
animated. 

“  The  Dutch  people,  fire,  known 
in  the  annals  of  hiftory  by  the  ex¬ 
ploits  of  their  heroes,  by  the  fpot- 
lefs  character  of  their  ftatesmen, 
and  the  exertions  made  by  them  to 
obtain  and  maintain  their  indepen¬ 
dence,  are  ftill  poftefied  of  a  ftrong 
recolledlion  of  the  virtues  of  their 
forefathers. 

“  Thegreat  events  which  Europe 
has  witneffed  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefen t  century,  have  completely 
changed  the  political  fupports  and 
relations  of  ftates ;  and  the  inde¬ 
pendence,  for  the  attainment  of 
which  our  anceftbrs  facrificed  their 
property,  their  blood,  and  all  that 
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is  moft  dear  to  men,  from  the  pref- 
fure  of  circumftances  could  not  but 
undergo  certain  reftriftions.  At 
length  united  with  the  firft  nation 
in  the  world,  called  by  the  greateft 
prince  in  the  univerfe  to  fhare  in 
the  favour  which  his  exalted  genius 
and  paternal  folicitude  liberally  be¬ 
llow  on  his  happy  fubjedts,  and  of 
which  Holland  has  already  obtain¬ 
ed  fo  many  proofs,  the  Dutch  con¬ 
tinue  to  flatter  themfelves,  that  by 
their  loyalty,  their  obedience,  and 
their  inviolable  attachment  to  their 
prince  and  father,  they  fhall  deferve 
the  protedlion  of  a  mighty,  gene¬ 
rous,  upright,  and  benevolent  go¬ 
vernment.** 

His  imperial  majefty  returned 
the  following  anfwer : — 

i(  Gentlemen,  deputies  of  the  le- 
giflative  body,  of  the  land  and  fea 
forces  of  Holland,  and  gentlemen 
deputies  of  my  good  city  of  Am. 
llerdam, — For  thefe  thirty  years 
you  have  experienced  many  viciffi- 
tudes.  Y ou  loft  your  liberty  when 
one  of  the  great  officers  of  the  re¬ 
public,  forced  by  England,  em¬ 
ployed  Pruffian  bayonets  to  inter¬ 
rupt  the  deliberations  of  your  coun¬ 
cils.  It  was  then  that  the  wife 
conftitution  handed  down  to  you 
by  your  forefathers  was  deftroyed 
for  ever. 

(t  You  formed  apart  of  the  coali¬ 
tion, inconfequence  of  which  French 
armies  conquered  your  country — 
an  event  which  was  the  unavoida¬ 
ble  confequence  of  the  alliance  with 
England.  After  the  conqueft,  a 
diftinft  government  was  formed, 
yet  your  republic  formed  part  of 
the  empire.  Y our  ftrong  forireffes, 
and  the  principal  pofitions  in  your 
country,  were  occupied  by  French 
troops,  and  your  government  was 
changed  according  to  the  opinions 


which  fucceeded  each  other  in 
France. 

“  When  Providence  placed  me  on 
this  firft  throne  of  the  world,  it  fell 
•  to  my  lot  to  decide  for  ever  the  fate 
of  France,  and  of  all  the  nations 
which  compofe  this  vaft  empire,  to 
beftow  on  all,  the  fignal  advantages 
which  arife  from  firmnefs,  confift- 
ency,  and  order,  and  to  deftroy  the 
baneful  confequences  of  irregula¬ 
rity  and  weaknefs.  I  put  a  period 
to  the  wavering  deftinies  of  Italy, 
by  placing  the  iron  crown  on  my 
head.  I  annihilated  the  govern¬ 
ment  which  ruled  Piedmont.  By 
my  aft  of  mediation  I  juftly  appre¬ 
ciated  the  conftitution  of  Switzer¬ 
land,  and  brought  the  local  circum¬ 
ftances  of  the  country  in  unifon  with 
the  fafety  and  rights  of  this  impe¬ 
rial  crown.  I  gave  you  a  prince  of 
my  blood  for  your  ruler  ;  this  was 
intended  as  a  bond  •  to  unite  the 
concerns  of  your  republic  with  the 
rights  of  the  empire.  My  hopes 
have  been  deceived ;  and  on  this 
occafion  I  have  fhown  more  for¬ 
bearance  than  my  character  gene¬ 
rally  admits,  and  my  rights  require. 
I  have  at  length  put  a  period  to  the 
painful  uncertainty  of  your  future 
fate,  and  warded  off  the  fatal  blow 
which  threatened  to  annihilate  all 
your  property,  all  your  refources. 
I  have  opened  the  continent  to 
your  national  induftry  :  the  day 
fhall  come  when  you  are  to  condufl 
my  eagles  to  the  feas,  celebrated 
by  the  exploits  of  your  anceftors : 
then  fhall  you  fhow  yourfelves 
worthy  of  yourfelves  and  of  me. 
From  this  moment  till  that  period, 
all  the  changes  that  take  place  in 
Europe  fhall  have  for  their  firft 
motive  the  deftru&ion  of  that  ty¬ 
rannical  and  irrational  fyftem  which 
the  Englifh  government,  unmind- 
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ful  of  the  pernicious  confequences 
which  arife  therefrom  to  its  own 
country,  has  adopted,  to  outlaw 
commerce  and  trade,  and  fubjefr 
it  to  the  arbitrary  authority  of 
Englifh  licences. 

“  Gentlemen  deputies  of  the  le- 
giflative  body,  and  of  the  land  and 
fea  forces  of  Holland,  and  gentle¬ 
men  deputies  of  my  good  city  of 
Amfterdam,  tell  my  fubje&s  of 
Holland,  I  feel  perfeftly  fatisfied 
they  pofiefs  the  fentiments  they 
profefs  for  me  ;  tell  them  that  I 
doubt  not  their  loyal  attachment, 
and  depend  on  their  heartily  join¬ 
ing  their  exertions  to  thofe  of  the 
reft  of  my  fubje&s,  to  reconquer 
the  r  ghts  of  the  fea,  the  lofs  of 
which  five  coalitions  incited  by 
England  have  inflidled  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  ;  tell  them,  that  in  all  cir- 
cumftances  they  may  reckon  on  my 
peculiar  protection.” 


Proclamation  of  Marjhal  M.ajfe?ia 
to  the  Portuguefe . 

Portuguefe  !  —  The  armies  of 
Napoleon  the  Great  are  on  your 
frontiers,  and  we  are  on  the  point 
of  entering  your  country  as  friends, 
not  as  conquerors.  They  do  not 
come  to  make  war  upon  you,  but 
to  fight  thofe  who  have  induced 
you  to  take  up  arms.  Portuguefe  ! 
awake  to  your  true  interefts.  Wha»t 
has  England  done  for  you,  that 
you  endure  her  troops  on  your  na¬ 
tive  foil  ?  She  has  deftroyed  your 
manufactures,  your  commerce,  has 
paralyfed  your  induftry,  for  the 
foie  purpofe  of  fending  into  your 
country  articles  of  her  own  manu¬ 
facture,  and  making  you  her  tri¬ 
butaries,  What  does  fhe  do  at 
prefer^  that  you  (hould  embrace 
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the  unjuft  caufe  which  has  roufed 
the  whole  of  the  continent  againft 
her  ?  She  deceives  you  refpeCting 
the  iffue  of  a  campaign,  in  which 
fhe  feems  determined  to  incur  no 
rifk.  She  puts  your  battalions  in 
advance,  as  if  your  blood  was  to 
reckon  for  nothing.  She  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  abandon  you  when  it  will 
fuit  her  intereft,  however  difaf- 
t rou-s  the  confequences  may  be  to 
you ;  and,  to  complete  your  mis¬ 
fortunes,  and  her  infat iable  ambi¬ 
tion,  fhe  fends  her  {hips  into  your 
ports  to  tranfport  to  her  colonies, 
fuch  of  you  as  may  efcape  from  the 
dangers  to  which  fhe  has  expofed 
you  on  the  continent.  Does  not 
the  conduCf  of  her  army  before 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  fuffieiently  explain 
to  you  what  you  are  to  expeCt  from 
fuch  allies?  Did  they  not  encou¬ 
rage  the  garrifon  and  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  inhabitants  of  that  fortrefs,  by 
deceitful  promifes ;  and  did  they 
difcharge  a  fingle  muiket  to  afiift 
them  ?  Again  :  lately  have  they 
placed  any  of  their  troops  in  Al¬ 
meida,  except  a  commander,  who 
is  put  there  to  invite  you  to  as  ill- 
judged  a  refiftance  as  that  of  Ciu¬ 
dad  Rodrigo!  What  !  is  it  not  an 
infult  to  place  one  Englifhman  in 
the  fcale  againft  6000  of  your  coun¬ 
trymen  ?  Portuguefe  !  be  no  longer 
deceived.  The  powerful  fovereign, 
whofe  laws,  ftrength,  and  genius, 
receive  the  grateful  praifes  of  fo 
many  nations,  wilhes  to  eftablifh 
your  profperity.  Put  yourfelves 
under  his  protection.  Receive  his 
troops  like  friends,  and  you  will 
find  fecurity  both  for  your  perfons 
and  property.  You  are  not  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  miferies  of  war  ;  you 
know  that  they  extend  to  every 
thing  that  is  moft  dear  to  you, — 
your  children,  relatives,  friends, 

property. 
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property,  private  and  political 
lives.  Come  to  a  determination 
then,  that  will  fecure  to  you  all 
the  advantages  of  peace.  Remain 
quiet  in  your  habitations  ;  attend 
to  your  domeftic  affairs,  and  con. 
fider  thofe  only  your  enemies  who 
excite  you  to  a  war,  by  every  event 
of  which  your  country  mult  fuffer. 

The  Marfhal  Prince  of  Efsling, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  of  Portugal, 

Massena. 

Ciudad  Rodrigo ,  Aug.  I,  I  S  i  o . 


Lord  Wellington’ $  Proclamation  to 
the  Portuguefc . 

Lord  Vifcount  Wellington,  Mar- 
ihal-General,  Sec. 

The  time  which  has  elapfed  du¬ 
ring  which  the  enemy  has  remained 
on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  muft 
have  proved  to  the  Portuguefe  na¬ 
tion  what  they  have  to  exped  from 
the  French.  The  inhabitants  of 
fome  villages  have  remained  in 
them,  confiding  in  the  promifes  of 
the  enemy,  and  hoping  that,  byr 
treating  the  enemies  of  their  coun¬ 
try  well,  they  might  conciliate  and 
mollify  them,  and  infpire  them  with 
humane  fentiments;  that  their  pro¬ 
perty  would  be  refpeded,  their  fe¬ 
males  preferved  from  brutal  vio¬ 
lation,  and  their  lives  fecured. 
Vain  hopes!  The  inhabitants  of 
thefe  fubmiffive  places  have  buffered 
all  the  evils  which  a  cruel  enemy 
could  inflid ;  their  property  has 
been  plundered,  their  habitations 
)  burnt,  their  women  atrocioufly 
violated,  and  thofe  whofe  age  or 
fex  did  not  provoke  the  brutal 
violence  of  the  foidiers,  have  fallen 


vidims  to  the  imprudent  confidence 
which  they  placed  in  promifes 
made  only  to  be  broken. 

The  Portuguefe  muft  now  fee, 
that  no  other  means  remain  to  avoid 
the  evils  with  which  they  arc 
threatened,  but  a  determined  and 
vigorous  refiftance,  and  a  firm  re- 
folution  to  oblfrud  as  much  as  pofi* 
fible,  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
into  the  interior  of  the  kingdom, 
by  removing  out  of  his  reach  all 
fuch  things  as  may  contribute  to 
his  fubfiftence,  or  facilitate  his  pro- 
grefs.  Thefe  are  the  only  and  mod 
certain  means  to  prevent  the  evils 
with  which  the  country  is  threat¬ 
ened.  The  army  under  my  com¬ 
mand  will  proted  as  large  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  country  as  is  poffble; 
but  it  is  obvious  that  the  people 
alone  can  deliver  themfelves  by 
a  vigorous  refinance,  and  preferve 
their  goods  by  removing  them  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  enemy.  The 
duties,  therefore,  that  bind  me  to 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Re¬ 
gent  of  Portugal,  and  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe  nation,  oblige  me  to  make 
ufe  of  the  power  and  authority 
with  which  I  am  furnifhed,  to 
compel  the  carelefs  and  indolent  to 
make  the  neceffary  efforts  to  pre. 
ferve  themfelves  from  the  dangers 
which  threaten  them,  and  to  lave 
their  country.  In  conformity  with 
this,  I  make  known  and  declare, 
that  all  magiftrates  and  perfons  in 
authority,  who  lhall  remain  in  the 
villages  or  towns,  after  having 
received  orders  from  the  military 
officer  to  remove  from  them,  and 
all  perfons,  of  whatever  clafs  they 
may  be,  who  {hall  maintain  the 
leait  communication  with,  or  aid 
and  affift  in  any  manner,  the  ene¬ 
my,  (hall  be  confidered  as  traitors 

to 
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to  the  ftate,  and  tried  and  punifh- 
ed  as  fuch  an  enormous  crime  re¬ 
quires.  Wellington. 

Head-quarters ,  Aug.  4. 


Decree ,  or  Ukafe ,  relative  to  the 

Finances  of  Ruffes ,  February  2, 

1810. 

All  the  bank  affignats  (the  paper 
money  of  the  country)  now  in  cir¬ 
culation,  are  once  more  declared  to 
form  part  of  the  national  debt,  and 
guaranteed  by  all  the  wealth  of  the 
empire.  From  the  prefen t  moment 
the  bank  affignats  (hall  receive  no 
increafe.  In  order  to  pay  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  a  loan  fhall  be  opened 
in  the  interior  of  the  country,  at 
fixed  prices.  In  order  to  provide 
for  all  expences,  and  to  reduce  the 
taxes  to  their  former  ftate,  it  is  or¬ 
dered,  provifionally,  for  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  year,  and  until  the  publication 
of  general  regulations  for  the 
finances  and  taxes,  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  additional  impofts  fhall 
take  place  :  — 

An  increafe  of  2  rubles  a-head 
on  the  crown  peafantry. 

An  impoft  of  3,  2f,  and  2  rubles, 
according  to  the  various  govern¬ 
ments,  on  the  peafantry  occupied  in 
cultivating  the  lands  of  the  ftate. 

Citizens  employed  in  the  arts, 
and  other  branches  of  public  in- 
duftry,  fhall  pay  5  rubles. 

Countrymen  trading  in  both  ca¬ 
pitals  fhall  pay  for  every  fhop  100, 
50,  and  25  rubles,  according  to 
localities,  and  befides  thofe  of  the 
2d  guild,  1^  per  cent,  of  the  ca¬ 
pital  they  have  declared  themfelves 
poffefled  of ;  and  thofe  of  the  3d 
guild,  25  rubles. 

Foreign  tradefmen  of  both  capi¬ 
tals  fhall  pay  100  rubles,  their 

Vol.  L 11,  or  Vol.  X.  New  S 


partners  40,  and  their  workmen  20 
rubles. 

In  both' capitals  a  duty  of  half  a 
ruble  fhall  be  raifed  on  houfes,  in 
virtue  of  the  exifting  impofts. 

The  tax  on  traders  fhall  receive 
an  increafe  of  half  a  copeck  on  the 
produce  of  induftry  and  the  capital. 

The  price  of  fait,  formerly  fixed 
at  40  copecks  per  pood,  fhall  be 
raifed  to  one  ruble. 

The  impoft  on  copper  fhall  be 
augmented  three  rubles  per  pood. 

The  cuftom-houfe  duties  on  im¬ 
ported  goods,  fhall  be  raifed  from 
210  to  400  rubles,  and  in  propor¬ 
tion. 

Stamps  have  alfo  experienced  an 
advance  in  price. 

The  nobility  fhall  affift  in  re¬ 
lieving  the  wants  of  the  ftate,  by 
paying  a  duty  of  50  copecks  for 
every  peafant  in  their  pofteffion. 


Fir.  Gallatin’s  Letters  on  Non-lnte*’* 
comfe  r with  Britain . 

(i  Treafury  Department , 

“  Nov.  2,  1810. 

“  Sir, 

((  You  will  herewith  receive  a 
copy  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
prefident  of  the  United  States,  an¬ 
nouncing  the  revocation  of  the 
edifts  of  France,  which  violated  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  reftriftions  iiru 
pofed  by  the  afl  of  May  the  firft 
laft,  accordingly  ceafe  from  this 
day,  in  relation  to  France.  French 
armed  veftels  may  therefore  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  harbours  and  waters 
ol  the  United  States,  any  thing  in 
that  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
ftanding. 

“  It  alfo  follows,  that  if  Great 
Britain  fhall  not,  on  the  2d  of 
ries.  [ R  r]  February 
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February  next,  have  revoked  or 
modified  in  like  manner  her  edifts, 
violating  the  neutral  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  fixth,  feventh,  eighth,  ninth, 
tenth,  and  eighteenth,  feftions  of 
the  aft  to  interdift  the  commercial 
intercourfe  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for 
other  purpofes,  (hall  in  conformity 
with  the  afts  fiift  above-mentioned, 
be  revived  and  have  full  force  and 
effeft,  as  far  as  relates  to  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependencies,  from 
and  after  the  fa  id  fecond  day  of 
February  next.  Unlefs  therefore 
you  fhall  before  that  day  be  offi¬ 
cially  notified  by  this  department 
of  fuch  revocation  or  modification, 
you  will  from  and  after  the  faid 
day  carry  into  effeft  the  above- 
mentioned  feftions,  which  prohibit 
both  the  entrance  of  Britifh  veffels 
of  every  defcription  into  the  har¬ 
bours  and  waters  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  importation  into 
the  United  States  of  any  articles 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac¬ 
ture  of  the  dominions,  colonies, 
and  dependencies  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain:  and  of  any  articles  whatever, 
brought  from  the  faid  dominions, 
colonies,  and  dependencies. 

I  am  refpeft fully,  fir,  your 
obedient  fervant, 
Albert  Gallatin. 
To  the  Colled  or  of  the  Cujloms 
of  the  d fir  id  of  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

I 

Tree  fury  Department) 
13th  Nov.  1810. 

Your  letter  of  the  icth  inftant 
has  been  received.  All  goods  im¬ 
ported  from  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain,  and  arrived  in  the  United 
Stales,  fubfequent  to  the  fee  one!  of 


February,  will,  in  my  opinion,  be¬ 
come  forfeited,  according  to  the 
provifion  of  the  law  of  May  the  firft 
1810,  if  Great  Britain  fhall  not 
on  that  day,  have  revoked  her 
edicts  in  the  manner  contemplated 
by  that  aft.  It  follows,  that  if  no 
knowledge  of  fuch  revocation  fhall 
have  been  obtained  on  that  day, 
goods  imported  as  aforefaid,  mull 
be  ieized  by  the  cuftom-houfe  of¬ 
ficers  ;  although  it  be  alfo  true, 
that  if  the  revocations  have  aftually 
taken  place  before  that  day,  no 
forfeiture  will  have  occurred,  and 
the  goods  mull  in  that  cafe  be  re- 
ftored,  whenever  the  faft  of  fuch 
revocation  is  known.  The  incon¬ 
venience  of  the  detention  of  the 
goods  in  that  cafe,  is  underftood, 
but  cannot  under  the  exifting  law, 
be  avoided,  except  through  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  the  courts,  who  may 
direft  an  immediate  reftoration  of 
the  property  on  fatisfaftory  bonds 
for  its  value  being  given,  to  abide 
the  final  decifion  of  fuch  courts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
refpeftfully,  Sec. 

(Signed)  Albert  Gallatin. 


Declaration  of  the  Provinces  of  the 
Caraccas, 

It  has  pleafed  Almighty  God,  to 
grant  to  every  country  alike,  the 
natural  right  of  its  own  fove- 
reignty. 

Thefe  provinces  planted  by 
Spain,  follered  and  protefted  by  her 
power,  have,  and  of  right,  ought 
to  have  fubmitted  to  her  guidance 
and  direftion  during  the  period  of 
their  infancy,  when,  from  imbeci¬ 
lity  and  weaknefs,  they  were  inca¬ 
pable  ot  their  own  government  and 
protection. 


But 
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But  Spain,  deprived  of  her  king 
bp  the  unparalleled  perfidy  of 
the  emperor  of  the  French,  her 
European  ftates  vanquished  by  his 
treachery  and  his  arms,  and  the 
ancient,  lawful,  and  acknowledged 
government  of  the  country  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  violent  outrages  of 
his  fanguinary  policy,  there  exists 
neither  reafon,  right,  nor  juftice, 
for  continuing  our  dependence  on  a 
power  that  has  no  exiftence  but  in 
memory  ;  policy  and  felf  preferva- 
tion,  therefore,  demand  that  we 
Ihould  provide  for  our  common 
fafety,  and  the  protection  of  thefe 
provinces,  by  taking  into  our  hands 
the  natural  fovereignty  of  our 
country. 

The  period  has  at  length  arrived, 
when  thefe  united  provinces  poffefs 
both  the  ftrength  and  the  power 
to  proted  themfelves.  With  a  po¬ 
pulation  of  nine  millions  of  inha¬ 
bitants,  with  an  extent  of  fertile 
territory  fuperior  to  any  empire  on 
the  globe,  and  abounding  with  all 
the  riches  that  bounteous  nature 
ever  bellowed  on  the  human  race, 
it  would  be  contrary  to  found  po¬ 
licy,  in  the  prefent  date  of  the 
world,  to  fubmit,  and  we  are  de¬ 
termined  no  longer  to  fubmit  to 
the  domination  of  any  European  or 
foreign  power  whatever. 

For  whilft  a  lawful  government 
exilled  in  Spain,  and  her  legitimate 
king  fat  upon  her  throne,  we  have 
ever  been  loyal  to  his  perfon,  and 
faithful  to  his  government :  and  our 
treafures  have  been  the  only  fup- 
port  of  the  European  monarchy 
and  its  allies,  whilft  we  had  no  in- 
rereft  whatever,  and  our  country 

j 

drained  of  thofe  riches  which  na¬ 
ture  has  bellowed  upon  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  America,  for  their  own 
happinefs,  fupport  and  defence. 


Under  thefe  confiderations,  to 
prevent  the  inevitable  and  ruinous 
confequences  ol  falling  under  the 
yoke  of  the  emperor  of  the  French, 
the  tyrant  of  Europe,  and  the  op- 
prefior  of  Spain,  We,  the  Spanifti 
Provinces  in  America,  declare  our- 
felves  a  free,  fovereign,  and  inde¬ 
pendent  people,  not  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  domination  of  any  power 
on  earth,  refilling  fubmiflion,  and 
denying  and  repelling  the  authority 
of  whatever  nation  may  attempt 
dominion  over  us.  This  we  una- 
nirnoully  engage  and  pledge  our- 
felves  to  maintain  and  fupport  with 
our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our 
facred  honours,  calling  upon  every 
inhabitant  of  the  provinces  to  aid 
and  fupport  in  carrying  into  efFeCt 
this  our  laudable  and  juft  refolu- 
tion,  and  eftablilhing  for  ourfelves 
and  our  pofterity,  a  free,  equitable, 
and  independent  government,  that 
fhall  fecure  our  happinefs,  and  give 
us  a  place  of  honour  and  tefpefl 
among  the  independent  nations  of 
the  earth. 

And  we  do  earneftly  entreat  all 
foreign  nations  to  guarantee  our  in¬ 
dependence,  and  to  favour  us  with 
fuch  alliance  and  affiftance  as  may 
enable  us  to  defeat  the  defigns  of 
the  enemies  of  our  country. 

By  thus  difavowing  our  depen¬ 
dence  on  Spain,  we  folemnly  ap¬ 
peal  to  Heaven  for  the  tebi.it ude  of 
our  intentions,  and  we  do  proteft 
before  the  facred  majelty  of  God 
himfelf,  that  in  all  our  meafures 
we  have  ever  been  actuated  by 
motives  pure  and  honourable,  and 
that,  we  have  no  other  defUn  in 
view  than  the  prefervatior?  of  our¬ 
felves  and  the  protection  of  our 
common  country.  And  we  do 
moft  humbly  fupplicate  that  Being 
who  decides  the  fate  of  nations,  to 

{id  r  2]  fmile 
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fmile  on  our  exertions,  and  to  blefs 
and  proted  this  our  newly  efta- 
blilhed  empire. 


Declaration  of  the.  Junta  of 
La  Plata . 

The  provifional  junta  of  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  provinces  of  Rio  de 
la  Plata,  in  the  name  of  King 
Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  commu¬ 
nicates  the  following  order,  re- 
fpeding  the  mode  of  conducing 
public  bufinefs :  i.  The  junta  will 
meet  daily  in  the  royal  fort,  where 
the  prefident  will  refide,  and  bufi¬ 
nefs  will  be  tranfaded  from  nine  in 
the  morning  till  two  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  and  from  five  till  eight  at 
night.  2.  All  the  concerns  of  the 
treafury  will  be  condu&ed  there  in 
the  offices  of  the  refpedive  depart¬ 
ments.  3.  The  department  of  fe- 
cretary  of  Hate  is  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  D.  Juan  Jofe  Paffo, 
and  that  of  war  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  D.  Mariano  Moreno. 
4.  In  the  decrees  on  fubjeds  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  capital,  on  inferior  mat¬ 
ters,  and  in  certain  cafes  where 
great  difpatch  is  required,  the  fig- 
natures  of  the  prefident,  authenti¬ 
cated  by  his  fecretary,  will  be  fuf- 


ficient.  5.  In  matters  that  are  de¬ 
cided  by  the  junta,  the  prefident 
and  ten  members  will  form  a  quo¬ 
rum,  but  in  affairs  of  high  import 
to  the  government,  every  member 
muft  concur  in  the  meafure.  6.  In 
ftatements  and  official  papers,  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  whole  junta,  the 
members  are  to  be  ftyled  their  ex¬ 
cellencies,  but  no  fuch  difiindion 
is  to  be  paid  to  the  members  indi¬ 
vidually.  7.  The  military  are  to 
pay  the  fame  honours  to  the  junta, 
as  before  to  the  viceroys,  and  on 
other  occafions  they  are  to  take 
the  fame  rank.  8.  The  prefident 
is  to  receive  the  fame  compliments 
as  is  bellowed  upon  the  junta  in  a 
body,  and  on  all  occafions  and  cir- 
cumllances.  9.  Matters  relating 
to  the  difpofal  of  places  are  to  be 
laid  before  the  junta  as  before  to 
the  viceroys,  without  prejudice  to 
the  alterations  neceffary  from  the 
alteration  of  affairs  in  the  penin- 
fula.  10.  Each  citizen  is  allowed 
to  fend  to  each  member,  or  the 
whole  junta,  and  to  Hate  what  he 
thinks  conducive  to  the  caufe  of 
public  happinefs  and  fecurity. 

D.  Mariano  Moreno, 

Secretary* 

Buenos  Ayres ,  May  22,  1810* 
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Life  of  Petrarch.  From  an  Hiftori- 

cal  and  Critical  FJfay  on  the  life 

ci7id  character  of  Petrarch,  by  Mr. 

Tytler. 

Francis  Petrarch  was  born  in 
Tufcany,  in  the  year  1304.  His 
defcent  was  not  illuftrious,  though 
his  family  was  ancient  and  refpec- 
table*.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  Florence,  where  his  father  ex- 
ercifed  the  profeflion  of  a  notary  ; 
but  having,  unfortunately  for  his 
family,  taken  a  warm  part  in  the 
great  difpute  for  fupremacy  be¬ 
tween  the  Papal  and  Imperial 
powers,  which  at  that  time,  and 
for  fome  ages  divided  Italy,  he 
was  banifhed  from  Florence,  with 
all  thofe  of  the  Ghibelline  faction. 
His  mother,  lefs  obnoxious  than  her 
hulband  to  the  prevailing  powers, 
obtained  leave  to  return  to  her  na¬ 
tive  country,  and  carried  her  infant 
fon  along  with  her,  to  a  fmall  farm 
which  they  had  at  Ancifa ,  in  the 
*vale  of  Amo  .*  but  foon  after,  pre¬ 
ferring  a  life  of  banithment  with 
a  hufband  whom  (he  loved,  fne 
quitted  the  territory  of  Florence, 
and  removed  to  Pifa,  where  the 


father  of  Petrarch  had  now  taken 
up  his  refidence. 

The  infant  years  of  this  illuftri¬ 
ous  poet  were  not  diftinguifhed  by 
any  circumftance  of  note  ;  but  his 
genius  difeovering  itfelf  by  de¬ 
grees,  his  father  very  early  deftined 
him  for  a  learned  profeflion.  By 
his  advice,  he  undertook  the  ftudy 
of  the  laws,  and  palled  feveral 
years  at  the  univerfities  of  Mont¬ 
pellier  and  BolGgna,  in  hearing 
the  lectures  of  the  mod  celebra¬ 
ted  profelfors  in  that  fcience  ;  in 
particular  thofe  of  Cino  de  Pif- 
toia}  who  was  not  only  one  of 
the  ableft  civilians  and  canonifts, 
but  one  of  the  belt  poets  of  his 
age.  The  later  accompliftiment 
had  much  more  charms  than  the 
former  in  the  eyes  of  his  pupil  ; 
who,  though  endowed  by  nature 
with  the  belt  requifites  to  fuccefs 
in  the  profeflion  of  the  law,  a  pe¬ 
netrating  judgment,  and  a  ready 
and  animated  elocution,  found  no 
congenial  exercife  for  a  warm  and 
brilliant  imagination  in  the  heavy 
pages  of  Accurfus  and  Bartolus. 
His  hours  of  ftudy  were  more  fre¬ 
quently  employed  in  the  perufal  of 


*  Per  quello  ch’  egli  nie.defhno  ferive,  fm-dejdttadini  di  Firenze,  di  non  grande  ne 
vile,  ma  antica  famiglia.  Fa  meraoria  di  un  l’uo  bifavo  detto  Garcia,  iL  quale  vifle 
104  anni,  fano  ;  uarrando  quanto  fade  buono  e  prudente  ;  e  come  gli  amici  e  la  Re- 
piiblica  ii  valeffevo  del  luo  configlio.  Donde  chiaramente  ii  vede  cbe  fu  per  nnticp  li- 
naggio  di  Firenze.  Beccau  elli  Vita  del  Pelrarca. 

[  R  r  3]  hi  s 
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his  favourite  dailies..  He  relates 
himfelf,  that  his  father,  incenfed 
at  what  he  thought  a  mifapplica- 
tion  of  his  time,  feized  at  once 
every  claflic  author  of  which  he 
was  pofleffed,  and  threw  them  into 
the  fire;  but  the  grief  which  he 
exprefled  at  the  fight  fo  mollified 
the  good  old  man,  that  he  haftily 
xefeued  Cicero  and  Virgil  from 
the  flames,  and  gave  them  back  to 
his  fon  ;  remarking,  that  it  was 
only  the  immoderate  attachment 
to  thofe  authors  which  he  blamed, 
and  that  the  works  of  Cicero,  if 
rightly  ufed,  were  the  beft  prepara¬ 
tive  to  the  ftudy  of  the  law.  Pe¬ 
trarch  acknowledges  that  theftrug- 
gle  between  the  ftrong  propenfity 
of  his  nature,  and  the  will  of  a 
refpe&ed  parent,  was  the  caufe  of 
many  unhappy  hours;  but  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  death,  which  happened  when 
he  was  about  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  put  an  end  to  the  conteft*. 

The  Pope’s  court  being  then  at 
Avignon,  Petrarch,  who  had,  while 
at  college,  contradted  a  Arid  inti¬ 
macy  with  the  bifhop  of  Lombes, 
of  the  illuflrious  houfe  of  Colonna, 
and  had  pafied  a  fummer  with  him 
at  his  bilhopric  in  Gafconyf,  was 
afterwards  kindly  folicited  to  re- 
fide  with  him  in  the  houfe  of  his 
brother,  the  Cardinal  Colonna,  then 
at  Avignon.  This  invitation  he 
accepted.  His  Chining  talents, 


joined  to  the  moft  amiable  man¬ 
ners,  procured  him  the  favour 
and  efteem  of  many  perfons  in 
power  and  eminent  ftation  ;  and 
he  found,  in  the  houfe  of  the  car¬ 
dinal,  an  agreeable  home,  where  he 
enjoyed  the  fweets  of  an  affection- 
ate  fociety,  with  every  conveni¬ 
ence  he  could  defire  for  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  his  favourite  ftudies. 

At  a  feafon  of  life,  when  the 
tendered  of  the  human  paffions  is 
is  in  its  greateft  force,  Petrarch 
became  its  moft  illuflrious  votary. 
On  the  morning  of  Good  Friday, 
in  the  year  1327,  he  faw  for  the 
firft  time  the  young  and  beautiful 
Laura  : 

Era’]  giorno  eh’  al  fol  fi  fcoloraro 
Per  la  pieta  del  fuo  fattore  i  rai, 
Quand’  io  tui  prel’o — 

Son.  48.  Part.  T. 

Padre  del  cielo  dopd  i  perduti  giorif,  &c. 

Son.  48.  Pan  I. 

She  was  then  only  in  the  thir¬ 
teenth  year  of  her  age,  and  he  in 
the  twenty-fourth.  Although  in 
the  numberlefs  verfes  which  he 
compofed  in  the  ardour  of  his  paf- 
fion,  he  has  expatiated  on  every 
feature  of  his  beautiful  miftrefs,  it 
is  perhaps  impoflible  thence  to  def- 
cribe  accurately  either  her  perfon 
or  her  face  ;  for  the  rapturous  def¬ 
er  ipt  ions  of  a  poet  feldom  convey 
precife  or  diflinCt  ideas.  The  im- 


*  Valde  parentibus  cypiebam  obfequi,  fed  natura  repngnabat.  Senfi  fruftra 
naturae  repugnari,  quanto  enim  ftudio  parentes  mei  egerint  ut  patrimonium  au6turus, 
jus  Civile  perdifeerem  in  quo  viventibus  iis  aliquantulum  proceliit,  ut  autein  milii  re- 
Jidtus  lam,  eo  redii  nunqnam,  animi  intentione  difeefitram.  Petr.  Op.  Pali!.  Ed. 
p.  461. 

'{-  Petrarcli  delighted  in  the  recollection  of  the  agreeable  manner  in  which  he  and 
the  bifhop  pafied  their  time  in  this  folitary  refidence  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees.  In 
Vasconiam  deductus,  nth  colli  bus  Pyreneis ,  cestatem  prope  ccclcst  m  multd  et  dnmivi,  et 
comitum.  jttcundit ate  transegi  ;  ut  semper  t  cm  pus  illud  memoranda  surpirem.  Pride  rc- 
dieus ;  sub  f  nitre  ej us  Joanne  de  Columna  Cardinule,  multos  per  anncsy  non -quasi  sub 
domino ,  sed  cum  patre,  imo  ne  id  quid  cm  y  sed  cum  fratre  amantissimoy  imo  mecum,  et 
propria  med  in  dqino  sui.  Petr.  Epiji.  tie  vit  sud. 
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prefiion  which  painting  conveys  of 
a  beautiful  form  is  nmch  dronger 
and  more  complete.  In  thofe  pic¬ 
tures  of  Laura  which  have  the  bed 
claim  to  authenticity,  file  is  re¬ 
prefen  ted  as  of  a  fair  complexion, 
her  hair  of  a  bright  colour,  her 
face  round  and  full,  with  a  fmall 
forehead.  She  is  commonly  painted 
with  her  eyes  call  down,  fo  as  to 
appear  almod  clofed.  The  ex- 
preffion  of  the  whole  figure  is  that 
of  a  very  young  girl,  of  amiable 
ingenuity  of  countenance,  much 
fweetnefs  of  difpofition,  and  ex¬ 
treme  bafhfulnefs.  The  mod  ex- 
ceffive  modejly  and  relerve  in  her 
demeanour  feems  indeed  to  have 
been  the  dronged  chara&eridic  of 
the  midrefs  of  Petrarch.  It  was 
this  quality,  which,  in  the  eyes  of 
her  lover,  heightened  every  charm 
of  her  perfon,  and  every  accom- 
plifhment  of  her  mind  :  and  it  is 
more  than  probable,  that  to  this 
attraftive  attribute,  were  owing 
both  the  ardour  and  the  duration 
of  his  affedion.  Had  the  object 
of  his  paflion  been  formed  in  the 
fame  mould  with  the  greater  part 
of  her  fex,  had  die  been  endowed 
with  a  frame  and  temperament  fuf- 
ceptible  of  a  warm  impreffion  from 
the  afliduous  attention  of  an  ami¬ 
able  and  accomplifhed  man,  the 
lover  might  have  early  gained  the 
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due  reward  of  his  fervices,  in  the 
pofleflion  of  theobjedof  his  withes; 
but  the  world  would  have  lod  the 
bed  fruits  of  his  poetical  genius, 
and  the  poet  himfelf  an  abundant 
fource  of  refined  enjoyment ;  for 
it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  Petrarch 
cherifhed  his  borrows ;  that  he  felt 
a  pofitive  pleafure  in  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  a  tender  melancholy ;  and 
that  even  a  favoured  pa  (lion  for  a 
lefs  exalted  character,  (as  he  owns 
himfelf)  would  have  given  him  tar 
lefs  genuine  enjoyment,  than  the 
rigours  not  unalloyed  with  hope, 
which  he  experienced  from  his 
lovely  midrefs  : 

u  Pur  mi  eonfola,  ehe  languir  per  lei 
Meglio  e  die  gioir  d*  ultra. — 

Son.  141.  Part  I,” 

One  thought  is  comfort,  that  her  loom  to 
bear, 

Excels  even  profperous  love  with  other 
earthly  fair.* 

Yet  it  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
that  refer ved  and  apparently  cold 
as  was  the  demeanour  of  Laura, 
her  heart  fympathifed  with  Pe¬ 
trarch  ;  and  under  the  becoming 
redraint  of  maiden  coynefs,  gave 
him  at  times  abundant  tedimony 
of  a  reciprocal  adeftion.  The 
verfes  of  the  poet  bear  witnefs  of 
this  in  many  places  b  ;  where  he 
expatiates  with  rapture  on  thofe 
expreflions  of  regard  J,  which,  in  a 


*  It  may  be  here  incidentally  remarked,  that  the  beautiful  thought  in  Shenftone  s 
epitaph  on  Mil's  Dolman,  Quanto  minus  eft  cum  reliquis  versari,  quam  ini  mememsse 
has,  in  all  probability,  this  paffage  of  Petrarch  for  its  prototype. 

d*  In  the  Trionfo  della  Mortc,  the  poet  makes  Laura  thus  exprets  herfelt  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  place  of  her  birth,  which  the  calls  umil  terreno,  in  companion  with  the 
country  ot  Florence,  where  her  lover  was  born  : 

Duolrni  ancor  veramente  ch’io  non  nacqui 
Almen  pin  preffo  ai  tuo  fiorito  nido, 

Ma  atlai  fu  bel  paeie  ov’jo  ti  piacqui. 

+  Chinava  a  terra  il  bel  guardo  gentile,  I  pianfi,  hor  canto ;  che  1  celefte  Iuir?e 

Jil  facendo  dicea  (come  a  me  parve)  Quel  vivo  foie  a  gli  ocelli  miei  non 

Chi  m’  allontana  il  mio  fedele  amico  ?  eela.  Son.  195.  p.  I* 

Son.  99.  p.  I.  Coii  carco  d’obblio 

li  fiivin  portamento 
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favoured  hour,  fhe  would  fome- 
times  bellow  upon  him  :  fmall  in¬ 
deed  and  unimportant  expreffions  to 
infenfible  and  vulgar  minds  ;  and 
valued  only  by  thofe  on  whom  na¬ 
ture  has  bellowed  the  moll  pleafing, 
though  often  the  moll  fatal  of  her 
gifts,  a  heart  that  feels  alike  the 
highell  refinements  of  pleafure 
and  of  pain.  It  was  in  fuch  mo¬ 
ments,  without  doubt,  that  he 
compofed  thofe  few  of  his  fonnets, 
which  areexprelfive  of  a  temporary 
happinefs*. 

Abandoned  to  the  excefs  of  his 
paflion,  and  incapable  of  bellowing 
attention  on  any  other  objedl  than 
his  beloved  Laura,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  the  mind  of  Petrarch  became 
at  times  a  prey  to  melancholy. 
He  felt,  as  every  ingenious  fpirit, 
the  fpur  of  a  laudable  ambition,  to 


private  life  ;  and  he  reflected  with 
the  deepell  regret  on  the  years  he 
had  fruitlefsly  confumed  in  painful 
anxiety,  and  the  negleft  of  every 
a&ive  and  manly  duty  :  and  to 
thefe  deprefiing  refle&ions,  he  fre¬ 
quently  gives  vent,  with  all  the 
warmth  of  unaffe&ed  anguifh,  in 
his  beautiful  verfe.sf . 

E  ’1  volto,  e  le  parole  e  1  dolce  rifo 
M’  liaveano,  e  fi  divit'o 
Pa  1’  immagine  vera, 

Ch’  i  dicea  lbfpirando, 

Qui  come  venn’io,  o  quando? 
(Jredendo  eflfer  in  ciel,  non  la  dov’era. 

Can.  27 . 

*  Benedetto fia’l  giorno,  e’l  mefe,  e  l’anno 
E  la  ftagione,  e’i  tempo,  e’l  hora,  e’  1 
pnnto, 

E’l  bel  paefe,  e’l  loco,  ov’io  fni  giunto 
Pa  duo  begli  occhi  che  legato  m’hanno. 

Son.  47.  p.  I. 

Awenturofo  piu  d’  altro  terreno, 
Ov’amor  vidi  gia  fermar  la  piante 
Verme  volgendo  quelle  lucl  fante 
Che  Jtanno  mtorno  a  ie  P  aere  I'ereno. 

bon.  83. p.  I. 


In  this  temper  of  mind,  he  had 
the  courage  to  make  a  vigorous 
effort  to  break  his  fetters.  He 
left  Avignon,  and  refolving  on  a 
long  and  dillant  journey,  he  made 
a  tour  for  feveral  months  through 
France,  Germany,  and  Flanders; 
in  the  gratification,  as  he  fays,  of 
a  curiofity  natural  to  youth  ;  and, 
doubtlefs,  in  the  hope  that  the 
change  of  place,  and  variety  of  ob- 
jefts,  might  rellore  his  peace  of 
mind  :  but  though  thus  increafirig 
his  fund  of  ufeful  knowledge,  the 
ardour  of  his  paflion  was  Hill  un¬ 
abated,  and  he  returned  to  Avig¬ 
non,  to  offer  up  at  thelhrine  of  his 
millrefs,  now  more  beautiful  than 
ever,  the  confirmed  attachment  of 
a  devoted  heart. 

In  what  manner  Petrarch  was 
received  by  Laura,  on  his  return, 
we  cannot  with  certainty  affirm  ; 
but  it  is  probable  it  was  his  mor¬ 
tification  to  find,  that,  from  her 
extreme  referve  and  coynefs,  he 
was  yet  far  from  obtaining  the  end 
of  his  wifhes,  and  the  reward  of 
his  long  fervices.  His  fortunes 
wore  an  unpromifing  afpeft  ;  the 
bell  years  of  his  life  were  wearing 
fall  away  ;  and  the  friendlhip  of 

Pien  di  quella  ineffabile  dolcezza, 

Che  da  bel  vifo  trader  gli  occhi  miei. 

Song  92.  p.  L 

Pi  tempo  in  tempo  mi  fi  fa  men  dnra 
L’  angelica  figura,  e’l  dolce  rilo,  &c. 

B&liatta  10.  p.  f. 

$  Voi  ch’  afcoltate  in  rime  lpaife  il 
l’uono 

Pi  quiei  lofpiri  ond’  io  nudriva  il  cuore, 
In  fill  mio  primo  giovenil  ’errore— - 
Spero  trovar  picta,  non  che  perdono. 

Ma  ben  veggi,  hor  fi  come  al  popol  unto 
Eavola  fui  gran  tempo;  onde  fovente 
Pi  me  medefmo  meco  mi  vergogno : 

E  del  mio  vaneggiar  vergogna  e  ’i'rutto, 
El  pentirfi. 

Son.  l.  p.  I. 

the 
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the  great,  though  Toothing  to  his 
felf-love,  had  yet  produced  no 
beneficial  confequence.  Difgufted 
with  the  fplendid  delufions  of  am¬ 
bition,  and  feeling  no  folid  enjoy¬ 
ment  but  in  the  calm  purfuits  of 
literature  and  philofophy,  he  refol- 
ved  at  once  to  bid  adieu  to  the 
world,*  and,  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-four,  he  retired  to  the  foli- 
tude  of  Vauclufe,  about  fifteen 
miles  from  Avignon,  where  he  pur- 
chafed  a  fmail  houfe  and  garden, 
the  humble  dwelling  of  a  filher- 
man  ;  a  lonely  but  beautiful  recefs, 
which  he  has  celebrated  in  many 
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parts  of  his  works.  He  informs 
us  in  one  pafifage  of  his  epiftles, 
that  he  firfl:  faw  Vauclufe  when  he 
was  a  child  of  eight  or  nine  years 
of  age;  and  at  that  early  period, 
his  romantic  imagination  pictured 
to  itfelf  vifions  of  luture  enjoyment 
in  this  charming  retreat.  “  Here/* 
faid  the  young  enthufiaft,  “  is  the 
place  mod  fuited  to  my  nature,  and 
which,  fhould  it  ever  be  in  mv 
choice,  I  would  prefer  to  the  mod 
fplendid  cities/*  En  natune  mete 
locus  aptilfimus,  quemque,  fi  da- 
bitur,  magnis  urbibusaliquando  fim 
praelaturus.  Senil  lib.  x.  ep.  2  i. 


Padre  del  ciel,  dopo  i  perduti  giorni,  Piaciati  homai  col  tuo.  lume  cli’io  torni 

Dopo  le  notta  vaneggiando  fpefe—  Ad  altra  vita. 

Sun.  48.  p.  T. 

*  That  difappointed  ambition  was  the  true  caufe  of  Petrarch’s  retirement  appears 
from  many  paffages  of  his  writings;  and  lie  fought  to  difguife  that  feeling  even  from 
himfelf,  by  the  ufual  apology  of  a  proud  fpirit,  that  he  could  not  ftoop  to  thofe  unwor¬ 
thy  arts  by  which  the  favour  of  the  great  is  fecured,  and  preferment  obtained.  Mun- 
di  artes  dear  ant,  quibus  hodie  preesertim  ad  altos  gradus  ascenditur  ;  am  biend  i  scilicet 
magnorum  limina ,  blandiendi ,  pramittendi,  mentiendi,  simulandi ,  dissimulandi,  g  ravin 
et  indigna  quadibct  patiendi — Valeant  magni  honor es,  si  his  artibus  acquiruntur. 
Dial,  de  contemptu  mundi. 

+  Description  of  Vaudu.se,  by  the  AbbS  de  Sade.  *'  Vauclufe  eft  un  de  ces  lieux  ou 
il  semble  que  la  nature  aime  a  fa  montrer  fous  une  forme  finguliere.  Dans  cette  belle 
plaine  de  Id  isle,  qui  raffemble  a  la  vallee  du  Tempe  du  cote  du  levant,  on  trouve  uu- 
petit  vallon,  termine  par  un  demi  circle  de  rochers,  d’une  elevation  prodigieul'e,  qu’ou 
cliroit  avoir  ete  taillees  perpendiculairement.  La  vallon  eft  renferme  de  toute  cote 
par  ces  rochers,  qui  foment  une  efpece  de  fer-a-cheval,  de  fapon  qu’il  u’eft  pas  pof- 
fible  d’aller  au  dela ;  c’eft  ce  qui  lui  a  fait  donner  le  nom,  de  Vauclufe,  vallis  clausa. 
II  eft  partage  par  une  riviere  entouree  de  prairies  toujours  verts.  A  la  rive  gauche 
du  fleuve  on  trouve  un  chemin,  qui  mene,  en  tournant  un  peu  au  loud  de  ce  demi 
circle  ou  fer-a-cheval.  La,  au  pied  d’une  raaffe  enorrne  de  roc  qui  menace  le  ciel, 
et  qu’on  voit  en  face,  eft  un  antre  a  (fez  vafte,  creufe  des  mains  de  la  nature,  ou  Pon 
peut  entrer  quand  la  fontaine  eft  bade,  et  dont  Pobfcurite  a  quelque  chofe  d’eftfa- 
yant.  C’elt  une  double  caverne,  dont  l’exterieur  a  phis  de  foixante  pieds  de  liau- 
.teur,  fous  P  arc  qui  en  forme  Pentree.  L’interieur  n’en  a  pas  toute-a-fait  la  rnoitie. 
Llle  paroit  avoir  cent  pieds  de  large,  et  environ  autant  de  profondeur.  On  trouve, 
vers  le  milieu  de  cet  antre,  un  balfm  ovale  en  forme  de  puits,  dontle  grand  diameter 
eft  de  45  pas  ou  18  toife6.  De  la  f’eleve,  fans  jet,  ni  bouillon,  cette  fource  abon- 
dante  qui  forme  la  Socgue. — Dans  l’etat  ordinaire  de  cette  fontaine,  Peau  pa  fife  par 
des  conduits  fouterrains  de  fon  baffin  dans  le  lit  ou  elle  commence  foil  cours:  mais 
dans  le  terns  de  fa  crue,  qui  arrive  vers  PEquinoxe  du  printems,  et  quclquefbis 
apres  des  grandes  pluies,  elle  f’eleve  au  delfus  dJune  efpece  de  mole  qui  eft  devaut 
P antre  d’ou  elle,  fe  precipite  avec  un  bruit  epouvantable,  entre  des  rochers,  julqua’ 
ce  qu  etant  arrivee  a  un  endroit  plus  uni  et  plus  profond,  elle  couie  tranquille- 
ment,  et  forme  une  riviere  nommbe  Sorgue,  capable  de  porter  bateau  a  fa  lburce, 
chofe  linguliere  et  unique.  Elle  fe  partage  en  plufieurs  bras,  qui,  apres  avoir  arrofe 
un  partie  du  Comtat,  et  rcyu  quelques  ruifleaux,  vont  fe  jetter  dans  la  Rhone  pres 
tP  Avignon,”  Memoires  pour  la  vie  de  Petrarque,  Torn.  i.  p.  311. 
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But  the  folitudeof  Vauclufe  was 
probably  fought  by  Petrarch,  from 
a  caufe  yet  more  attractive  than  its 
romantic  beauties.  It  was  in  that 
neighbourhood  that  Laura  dwelt, 
whofc  image  was  for  ever  prefen t 
to  his  thoughts.  Cabrieres,  her 
father’s  country  feat,  and  the  place 
of  her  nativity  was  within  a  fhort 
diftance  of  the  Sorga  ;  and  there, 
in  the  months  of  fummer,  was  pro¬ 
bably  her  chief  abode.  The  air  of 
Vauclufe  was  therefore  not  fitted 
to  abate  the  violence  of  his  pafiion. 
44  Here,’’  fays  he  in  one  of  his  epif- 
tles,  “  the  fire  which  confumed  me 


having  its  free  courfe,  the  valleys, 
and  even  the  air  itfelf,  refounded 
with  my  complaints.  It  was  in 
that  time  I  compofed  thofe  juvenile 
verfes,  which  being  written  in  the 
warmth  of  my  heart,  are  molt 
grateful  to  thofe  who  are  in  a  fimi- 
lar  ftate  of  mind.”-—' if  Flamma  cor¬ 
dis  exumpsntey  miferabile ,  fed  ut  qui- 
dam  dicebant ,  dulci  murmurc  Balks , 
ccelumque  complebam.  Hinc  ilia  Bul¬ 
garia  juBenilium  laborum  meorum. 
carmina ,  quee  eodem  morbo  affeftis,  ut 
Bidemus Junt  acceptijjimad *  Petrarch 
has  here  expreffed  a  very  juft  fen- 
timent :  his  fonnets  and  canzoni 


It  may  be  a  relief  to  the  reader  of  taltc,  after  the  dry  detail  of  the  preceding  de- 
Icription,  to  view  the  fame  foenery  as  embellilhed  by  the  hand  of  an  elegant  poet : 

“  Quel  cosur  fans  etre  emu,  trouveroit  Arethufe, 

Alpliee,  ou  le  Lignon  :  Toi  furtout,  toi  Vauclufe, 

Vauclufe,  heureux  fejour,  que  fans  enchanlement 
INe  peut  voir  nul  poete,  et  furtout  nul  amant  ? 

Dans  ce  circle  de  monts,  qui,  recourbant  leur  ebaine, 

Nouriffent  de  leurs  eaux  ta  fource  souterraine 
Sous  la  roc'ne  voulee,  antre  mylterieux 
On  taNymphe  echappant  aux  regands  curieux, 

Dans  un  gouffre  fans  fond  cache  fa  fource  obfeure, 

Combien  j’aimois  a  voir  ton  eau,  qui  tonjours  pure, 

Tantot  dans  foil  ballin  renfernic  fes  trefors, 

Tantot  en  bouillonnant  s’  eleve,  etde  lbs  bords 
Verfant  parmi  des  rocs  fes  vagues  blanchiffantes 
De  cafcade  en  calcade  au  loin  rejailliffantes, 

Touibe  et  roule  a  grand  bruit;  puis  calmant  fon  courroux, 

Sur  un  lit  plus  6gal  repand  des  dots  plus  doux  ; 

Et  sous  un  ciel  d’  azur,  par  vingteanaux  feconde 
Le  plus  riant  vallou  qu’  eclaire  l’ceil  du  nionde  ! 

Mais  ces  eaux,  ce  beau  ciel,  ce  vallon  enchanteur, 
aRoins  que  Petrarque  et  Laure  intereflbient  mon  coeur. 

La  voila  done,  difois-je,  oui,  voila,  cette  rive, 

Que  Petrarque  ebarmoit  de  fa  lyre  plaintive  ! 
lei  Petrarque  a  Laure  exprimante  fon  amour, 

Voyoit  naitre  trop  tard,  mourir  trop  tot  le  jour. 

Retrouverai-je  encor,  fur  ces  rocs  folitaires, 

De  leurs  cbeiFres  unis  les  tend  res  caratteres  ? 
line  grotte  ecartee  avoit  frappe  mes  yeux  : 

Grotte  l'ombre,  dis-rooi  li  tu  les  vis  heureux, 

M’ccriai-je  !  Un  vieux  trone  bordoit-ii  le  rivage  ? 

Laure  avoit  repole  l’ous  Ibn  antique  ombrage. 

Je  redenrandois  Laure  a  I’echo  dn  vallon, 

Et  1'ccho  n’  avoit  point  oublio  ce  doux  liom. 

Partoiit  mes  yeux  cberchoient,  voyoient  Petrarque  et  Laure, 

Et  par  eux  ces  beaux  lieux  s’cnibellitfoicnt  encore.” 

Dc  Lisk.  Les  Jar  dirts ,  cb.iii. 

will 
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will  always  be  eftimated  precifely 
according  to  the  Hate  of  mind  in 
which  the  reader  perufes  them. 
To  relifli  them  to  the  full  extent, 
requires  not  only  a  congeniality  of 
feeling,  but  a  fimilarity  of  circum- 
ftances. 

In  this  retreat  Petrarch  remained 
for  feveral  years  ;  and  having  no 
avocation  to  counteract  the  ftudious 
bent  of  his  difpofition,  he  turned 
his  mind  with  earned:  and  fuceefsful 
application  to  the  cultivation  of 
literature.  Maintaining  an  epif- 
tolary  correfpondence  with  moil  of 
the  learned  men  who  were  his  con¬ 
temporaries,  and  having,  through 
them,  accefs  to  the  belt  libraries, 
and  the  ufe  of  the  molt  valuable 
ancient  manufcripts,  it  was  to  the 
ftudies  of  Petrarch,  the  pains  he 
took  in  copying  with  his  own  hand 
the  ancient  manufcripts,  and  the 
free  ufe  he  made  in  his  writings  of 
Cicero,  Virgil,  Seneca,  and  the 
bed:  of  the  Roman  authors,  that 
claffical  learning  was  mainly  in¬ 
debted  for  its  revival  in  Europe, 
after  a  long  night  of  ignorance  and 
barbarifm, 

■  In  the  retirement  of  Vauclufe, 
Petrarch  compofed  the  moil  cele¬ 
brated  of  his  works,  both  in  profe 
and  verfe.  Of  the  latter  kind  was 
his  epic  poem  of  Africa ,  in  honour 
of  the  great  Scipio  *  ;  a  work 
which,  in  thofe  times,  was  efleem- 
ed  altogether  prodigious.  This 
poem,  which  is  now  little  read, 
and  which,  though  it  abounds  in 
matter,  and  is  not  deftitute  of  po¬ 
etic  ornament,  is  in  reality  a  tedi¬ 
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ous  and  uninterefting  compofltion, 
was  fufficient  to  procure  for  its 
author,  the  reputation  of  being  the 
greatell  poet  of  his  time.  Literary 
fame,  in  thofe  days,  mud:  have  de¬ 
pended  on  the  opinion  of  a  very 
few  competent  judges ;  for,  as 
printing  was  not  then  known,  the 
circulation  of  a  new  work,  by  ma- 
nufcript  copies,  mud:  have  been  very 
flow,  and  extremely  limited.  It 
was,  therefore,  a  lingular  proof  of 
the  celebrity  of  Petrarch,  that  he 
received  on  the  fame  day,  at  his 
little  hermitage  at  Vauclufe,  an  in¬ 
vitation  from  the  fenate  of  Rome 
and  from  the  univerfity  of  Paris,  to 
accept  of  the  laureat’s  crown.  He 
helitated  to  which  of  thefe  flatter¬ 
ing  deputations  he  ought  to  give 
preference.  A  patriotic  feeling, 
joined  to  the  advice  of  his  friend 
Cardinal  Colonna,  determined  his 
choice  in  favour  of  Rome.  Se- 
nuccio  del  Bene,  a  poet  of  Florence, 
who  w'as  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  this  inauguration,  has 
left  an  account  of  it  in  his  writings, 
from  which  it  appears  to  have  ri¬ 
valled  the  pomp  and  pageantry  of 
the  ancient  Roman  triumphs.  Pe¬ 
trarch,  in  a  velvet  robe  of  violet 
colour,  bound  with  a  girdle  cf  dia¬ 
monds,  was  conveyed  in  a  fplendid 
car  to  the  capital ;  and  there, 
amidfl  the  acclamations  of  an  innu¬ 
merable  multitude,  was  prefen  ted 
by  the  chief  fenator  with  three 
crowns,  of  laurel,  of  ivy,  and  of 
myrtle.  The  dignity  of  Poet  Lau¬ 
reate,  which,  from  the  fcanty  ap¬ 
pearances  of  genius  in  thofe  dark 


*  Petrarch  when  compofmg  his  Africa,  was  not  aware  that  the  fubjeft  had  been 
treated  by  the  pen  of  an  ancient  clatfic,  whole  work  was  yet  remaining.  Png  the 
poem  of  Siliiis  Italians  was  not  recovered  till  1415,  when  it  was  found  by  Poggio,  in 
the  mo  nailery  of  St.  Gal,  forty  years  alter  the  decuuie  of  Petrarch. 
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ages,  had  not  been  conferred  for 
fome  centuries,  was  now  revived 
In  honour  of  Petrarch. 

A  fhort  time  after  this  event, 
happened  the  death  of  the  Bifiiop 
Colonna,  his  early  friend,  and 
the  moft  e deemed  of  his  patrons  : 
and,  as  if  Heaven  had  decreed  that 
the  era  of  his  greateft  glory  fhould 
be  fucceeded  by  the  fharpeft  afflic¬ 
tion,  the  lofs  of  his  deareft  friend 
was  followed  a  few  years 'after  by 
the  death  of  his  lovely  mid; refs. 
Laura  died  at  Cabrieres,  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  day  of  April, 
1348,  the  fame  day,  the  fame 
hour,  when,  twenty  one  years  be¬ 
fore,  (he  was  hnl  feen  by  Francis 
Petrarch  *.  If  we  credit  what  he 
has  told  us  in  one  of  his  fonnets, 
fee  forefaw  for  fome  time  this  me¬ 
lancholy  event  i.  He  relates  that  the 
image  of  Laura  appeared  to  him  in 
his  ileep  :  not  with  a  cheerful  coun¬ 
tenance  as  ideal  ;  but  pale  and  for- 
rowful ;  and  with  a  melancholy 
voice  informed  him,  that  he .fhould 
never  more  fee  her  upon  earth. 
The  prefage  was  natural  ;  for  the 
ped Pence  was  then  raging  in  the 
territory  of  Avignon,  and  it  was 
of  that  diftemper  that  Laura  died. 

If  words  have  force  to  convey  a 
juft  idea  of  the  grief  of  Petrarch, 
they  are  the  words  of  the  poet 
hfmfelf.  Although  he  complains 
that  the  fource  of  his  genius  was, 
from  the  time  of  that  cruel  event. 


*  Sai  eld  fn  rmlle  trecento  quarantott© 
]!  di  iefto  d’Aprile,  in  I’hora  pvima, 
Dai  corpo  uicio  quell’  aniraa  beata. 

Son.  290. 

4  Qua]  paura  ho,  quando  mi  torna 
a  menle,  &c. 


Son.  212. 

Solea  lontano  in  fonno  Confolanne. 

Son.  213. 


O  mi  (era  e  horrible  vifione. 

Son.  214. 


dried  up  for  ever  *,  yet  the  fonnets 
and  canzoni  which  he  compofed  af¬ 
ter  the  death  of  Laura,  are  by  far 
the  moft  beautiful  of  his  compofi- 
tions.  When  he  pathetically  la¬ 
ments  that  his  earlieft  friend  and 
fupport,  ( Celonna,  the  prop  and 
pillar  of  his  fortunes)  was  torn 
from  him  by  death  +  ;  that  thofe 
eyes  at  which  he  fir  ft  caught  the 
fire  of  love,  that  face,  thofe  beaute¬ 
ous  limbs,  were  now  mouldering  in 
the  earth  J  ;  the  heart  mu  ft  be  hard 
indeed,  that  does  not  fympathife 
with  him.  Thefe  fonnets  in  morte 
di  Madonna  Laura ,  are  fo  beauti¬ 
fully  varied,  so  tender,  and  fo  af- 
feding,  that  they  feem  to  have  ex- 
haufted  the  whole  powers  of  pathe¬ 
tic  expreftion. 

After  the  death  of  Laura,  Pe¬ 
trarch  fought,  by  mingling  in  ac¬ 
tive  life,  to  wean  his  mind  from 
the  melancholy  which  overpowered 
him  ;  but,  if  we  credit  his  own 
account,  it  was  without  efFed. 
Certain  it  is,  however,  that  for 
many  years  after  this  period,  we 
find  him  engaged  with  a  keen  in- 


*  Secca  e  3a  vena  del  ufato  ingegno, 

E  la  cetera  mia  rivolta  in  pianto. 

Son.  353. 

f  Rotta  e  Paito  Colonna,  e’l  verde 
Lauro— 

Tolto  m’  hai,  morte,  ii  mio  doppiote 
fauro. 

Son.  230. 

J  Gli  occhi,  di  cli’fo  parlai  si  caldamente, 
E  le  braccia,  e  Je  ruani,  e  i  piedi,  e’l 
vifo, 

Che  m’avean  fi  da  me  fteflo  divifb, 

E  fatto  fuigular  dall’  altra  gente, 

Le  crefpe  chiorne  d’or  puro  lucente, 
E’l  lampaggiar  del  angelico  ril’o, 

Che  falean  fer  in  ti-.rra  un  Paradifo, 
Poca  polvere  ion,  che  uulia  fente. 

Son.  253. 

Quanta  invidia  ti  porto  avara  terra, 
Cld  abbracci  quell  a  cui  veder  m’c 
tolto. 


V 


Son.  260. 

tereft 
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fereft  in  the  political  tranfadlions 
of  the  times.  After  the  extinction 
of  the  Colonna  family,  of  whom 
the  venerable  father,  Stephana  Co¬ 
lonna,  faw  no  lefs  than  feven  ot 
his  fons,  all  men  of  eminent  talents 
and  confideration,  defcend  to  the 
grave  before  him,  Petrarch  fpent 
fome  years  at  Milan,  where  he  de¬ 
voted  his  fervices  to  the  powerful 
family  of  the  Vifconti,  the  fove- 
reigns  of  Milan,  by  whom  he  was 
greatly  honoured,  and  frequently 
employed  in  {late  negotiations.  He 
took  a  warm  part  in  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  enterprizeof  Nicola  Rienzi, 
who,  on  the  wild  pretence  of  re- 
ftoring  the  ancient  liberty  of  his 
country,  ufurped  the  government 
of  Rome*  under  the  title  of  tribune, 
an  enterprize  which  ended  in  his 
own  deftrucftion  *.  The  ardent 
mind  of  Petrarch  faw  revived  as 
he  thought,  in  the  daring  adven¬ 
turer,  the  fpirit  of  the  Gracchi,  or 
the  younger  Brutus  :  hut  the  folly 
with  which  his  favourite  conduced 
himfelf  during  the  fhort  period  of 
his  elevation,  difpelled  the  patri¬ 
otic  vifion.  It  is  not,  however, 
my  purpofe  to  detail  the  public  life 
of  Petrarch.  A  moil  ample  ac¬ 
count  of  its  particulars  may  be 
found  in  the  elaborate  work  of  his 
biographer,  the  Abbe  de  Sade. 
One  of  thofe  incidents,  which,  in 
the  clofe  of  his  life,  gave  him  the 
moft  fenfible  pleafure,  as  furnifning 
flrong  teftimony  of  the  getieral  ef- 
timation  of  his  chara&er,  was  the 
requeft.of  the  citizens  of  Florence, 
who  fent  Boccacio  as  their  deputy, 
to  intimate  to  him  the  reftitution 
of  his  paternal  eftate  in  the  Tyfcan 


territory,  which  had  been  forfeited 
to'  the  public  by  the  political  offence 
of  his  father,  and  to  entreat  that 
he  would  honour  Florence  with 
palling  his  remaining  years  in  that 
city,  as  the  preiident  of  a  newly 
inftituted  univerfity.  To  this 
Battering  embaify,  he  returned  a 
fuitable  expreffion  of  his  gra  titude  : 
but  the  love  of  ftudious  retirement 
was,  at  this  advanced  period  of  his 
life,  fuperior  to  every  other  coniG 
deration  ;  and  the  requeft  was  not 
complied  with. 

Petrarch  died  in  the  70th  year 
of  his  age,  on  the  18  th  day  of 
July,  1374,  at  Arqua,  in  the  dif- 
tried  of  Padua.  He  enjoyed  at  his 
death  feveral  eccleffaftical  prefer¬ 
ments.  He  was  canon  of  Lcmbes, 
archdeacon  of  Parma,  and  canon  ©f 
the  cathedral  of  Padua  ;  but  he  was 
only  a  fecular  clergyman,  and  never 
entered  into  the  order  of  prieft- 
hood  +.  The  defire  of  prefer ving 
the  entire  command  of  his  time, 
without  any  facriffce  of  duty,  was 
the  reafon  for  his  declining  a  bi- 
ihoprick,  which  was  more  .than 
once  offered  to  him  by  the  popes, 
who  were  his  contemporaries.  He 
held,  however  the  office  of  domed ic 
chaplain  to  Robert,  king  of  Naples, 
and  to  his  grand-daughter,  Queen 
Joanna  ;  the  former  one  of  the 
moft  virtuous  of  princes.  In  fhort, 
he  lived  refpefted,  beloved,  and 
honoured;  and  he  died  univerfaliy 
lamented.  There  are  two  features 
of  his  charafler  which  do  him  the 
greateft  honour  ;  the  one,  that  in 
an  age  of  grofs  and  general  igno¬ 
rance,  when  not  only  the  fearcity 
of  books,  but  the  prejudices  of  his 


*  See  Muratori  Script.  Ital.  tom.  xiii.  and  Vita  di  Ttienzi. 

+  Chiara  cota  e  che  mai  non  voile  benefici  curati,  e  per  quefto  riculo  d’efler  vet- 
covo,  effendogh  pid  d’una  volta  offerto  di  1’ario — Parendogii  alibi  il  render  eonto  a 
Dio  benedetto  dell’  aniuaa  fua,  non  che  di  quo  11a  d’uiiri,  Beceatelli  at  de  PUmraL 

con- 
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contemporaries,  oppofed  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  letters  Petrarch,  by 
t !ie  force  of  native  genius,  fur- 
mounted  thofe  obftacles,  and  roufed 
a  palfion  for  literature,  which  had 
the  happieft  influence  on  fuccecding 
times.  The  other,  that,  with  a 
lingular  moderation  cf  mind,  and 
the  pride  of  an  ingenuous  fpirit, 
though  flattered  by  the  frl'endfhip 
and  the  familiar  correlpondence  of 
emperors  and  fovereign  princes ; 
though  earneftly  folicited  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  the  moft  honourable  and  lu¬ 
crative  employments;  and  though 
occafionally  devoting  his  time  and 
his  talents  to  the  fervice  of  his  il- 
luftrious  friends,  and  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  he  continued  through  life  to 
preferve  his  independence,  and  to 
prefer  the  purfuit  of  his  favourite 
ftudies  in  retirement  and  tranquil¬ 
lity,  to  the  allurements  of  the 
moft  fplendid  fortune. 


Memoirs  of  Guarini,  the  Author  of 
11  P aft  or  Fido.  Fro?n  the  Life 
of  Torquato  Taflo,  by  J.  Black. 

Battifta  Guarini,  of  whom  the 
Paftor  Fido  is  fo  celebrated,  was 
born  at  Ferrara,  in  1537.  Little 
is  known  of  his  firft  ftudies  ;  but, 
at  an  early  period  of  his  life,  he 
was,  during  lbme  years,  profelfor 
of  belles  lettres  in  his  native  city. 
At  the  age  of  thirty  he  entered 


into  the  fervice  of  the  Duke  of 
Ferrara,  who  honoured  him  with 
the  title  of  cavalier,  and  employed 
him  as  ambaflador  to  different  Ita¬ 
lian  princes  and  ftates.  Two  fe- 
veral  times  he  was  fent  (very  much 
againft  his  will)  to  Poland  ;  to  the 
throne  of  which  Alphonfo  II.  of 
Ferrara  afpired,  after  the  abdica¬ 
tion  of  Henry  III.  In  1585,  the 
duk;e  named  Guarini  fecretary  of 
ftate,  an  employment  which,  be¬ 
ing  difgufted  with  his  fituation,  he 
retained  only  two  years.  He  tells 
us,  in  one  of  his  letters  (Lettere 
di  B.  Guarini,  p.  59,  1615,  in 
8 vo.)  that  it  was  not  for  want  of 
fmiles  and  promifes,  (if  thefe  could 
have  contented  him),  that  he  left 
Ferrara;  but  he  found,  after  fixteen 
years  of  fervice,  that  he  was  ac¬ 
quiring  neither  honour  nor  profit ; 
and  he  adds,  that  for  a  flave  he 
was  too  free,  and  for  a  freeman 
too  much  a  flave.  He  had  before 
quitted  the  fervice  of  Alphonfo, 
and,  at  this  new  dereliction,  that 
prince  was  exceffively  enraged. 
From  a  letter  of  Coccapani,  ftew- 
ard  of  the  duke,  (dated  July  ift, 
1388,  and  which  is  quoted  by  Tira- 
bofehi  Storm  della  Letteratura  d’ Ita¬ 
lia,  tom.  ix.  p  180)  it  would  ap¬ 
pear,  that  Guarini  had  fled  fecretly 
and  by  night  from  Ferrara.  f(  I 
was  flupified,”  fays  Coccapani, 
u  when  I  beheld  this  folly,  and  it 
was  my  opinion  that  he  was  fall¬ 
ing  into  the  condition  of  Taflo.” 


*  Such  was  the  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  even  of  the  higher  clergy  in  thofe 
days,  that  one  of  the  hi  (hops  made  a  formal  complaint  to  Pope  Clement  VI.  accuiing 
Petrarch  of  the  crime  of  magic;  of  which  the  proofs  were,  that  he  palled  moft  of  his 
time  in  folitude,  and  was  much  addicted  to  reading  Virgil.  A  very  few  years  before 
tliis  time,  Pope  John  XX 11.  as  we  learn  from  his  own  letters,  believed  that  his  bar¬ 
ber  fargeon  tiled  magical  incantations,  and  made  wax  pictures  to  torture  him  and  take 
away  his  life;  and  the  Countefs  of  Foix  having  fent  to  his  holinefs  a  lerpent’s  horn, 
which  had  a  miraculous  virtue  in  dil'covering  and  defeating  thofe  charms,  he  prized 
it  as  an  ineltimable  treaiure.  Beg.  Joan  22.  Bp.  55. 


At 
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At  Turin  he  had  an  honourable  of¬ 
fice  affigned  him,  and  his  paftoral 
was,  for  the  firft  time,  reprefented 
in  a  fplendid  manner.  The  perfe- 
cution  of  Alphonfo,  however, 
forced  him  to  leave  that  city,  and 
betake  himfelf  to  Venice  ;  where, 
in  February,  1589,  he  publilhed 
an  apology.  After  fpending  fome 
time  in  this  city,  and  at  Padua, 
he  was  invited  to  Mantua  by  its 
duke,  in  1^93.  Alphonfo,  how¬ 
ever,  fignified  to  the  prince,  that 
he  would  confider  it  as  a  very  high 
obligation  if  he  would  not  employ 
Guarini  in  his  fervice  ;  and  that 
he  would  explain,  at  meeting,  the 
reafon  of  this  requeft.  Fortunately 
for  the  poet  his  perfecutor  died 
foon  afterwards,  and  he  paffed  into 
the  fervice  of  the  Grand  Duke 
Ferdinand.  The  marriage  of  one 
of  his  fons  with  a  lady  of  unequal 
rank,  an  union  to  which  he  fuf- 
petfled  the  duke  had  confented,  in¬ 
duced  Guarini  to  leave  that  court 
in  difguft.  He  next  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  the  Duke  of  U rhino, 
but  he  foon  became  diftatisfied, 
from  an  idea  that  he  was  nor  fuffi- 
ciently  diftinguifhed.  His  death 
happened  at  Venice  (where  he  had 
gone  to  manage  fome  law  fuits)  in 
the  year  1612. 

This  poet  was  of  an  extremely 
reftlefs  and  unhappy  temper ;  a 
great  part  of  his  iile  was  {pent  in 
law. fuits,  firft  with  his  father, 
and  afterwards  with  his  own  chil¬ 
dren.  His  friends  and  patrons 
were  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Taffo  : 
and  he  does  not  feem  to  have  en¬ 
joyed  a  much  greater  (hare  of  hap¬ 
piness  than  his  rival  poet.  “  Chi 
vide,"  fays  he  in  one  of  his  let¬ 
ters,  “  fortuna  della  mia  cattiva," 
patifeo  quello  innocente  ch'a  mal- 
fattori  fi  da  pe^na.”  One  of  the 


principal  fources  of  his  mifery  was 
the  violent  attacks  which  were 
made  on  his  Paftor  Fido}  by  a  nu¬ 
merous  fwarm  of  critics,  imme¬ 
diately  on  its  publication.  In  the 
first  feene  of  the  fifth  act  of  this 
paftoral,  Guarini  gives,  under  the 
name  of  Carino,  an  account  of  his 
life,  and  the  hardfhips  he  had  un¬ 
dergone  ;  and  he  draws  a  molt 
frightful  picture  of  the  court  of 
Ferrara. 

Gente  di  nome,  e  di  parlar  cortefe, 

Ma  d’opra  fcarfa,  e  di  pieta  nemica  ; 
Gente  placida  in  vifta,  e  manfueta, 

Ma  piu  del  capo  mar  turn  id  a  e  fera ; 

Gente  fol  d’apparenza,  in  eui  fe  miri 

Vifo  di  carita,  niente  d’mvidia 

Poi  trovi,  e*n  dritto  fguardo  animo  bieco,. 

E  minor  fede  alhor,  cbe  piu  lnlinga. 

Quel,  ch’  altrove  e  virtu,  e  qui  difetto. 

Dir  vero,  opra  non  torco,  a  mar  non  finto, 
Pieta  lincera,  inviolabil  fede, 

E  di  core,  e  di  non  vita  innocente. 

Slim  an  d’ammo  vil,  di  buffo  ingegno, 
Sciochezza,  e  vanita  degno  di  rifo. 
L’ingannare,  il  nientir,  la  frode,  il  fur  to* 
E  la  rapina  di  pieta  veliita, 

Crelcer  col  dauno,  e  precipitio  altrui, 

E  far  a  fe  d ’altrui  biafmo  honore 
Son  le  virtu  di  quella  gente  iirfida. 

Kon  rnerto,  non  valor,  non  riverenza 
Ne  d’  eta,  ne  di  grado,  ne  di  legge,. 

Non  freno  di  vergogna  :  non  ritpetto 
Ne  d’amor,  ne  di  fang  tie,  non  memor'a 
Di  ricevuto  ben;  ne  finalnunite 
Cola  si  venerabile,  o  si  fauta 
O  fi  giutia  effer  pud  cb’a  quella  vafta- 
Cupidigia  d’bonori,  a  quella- ingordo 
Fame  d’liavere  inviolabil  fia. 

Her  I'o  cli’incauto,  e  di  lor  arte  ignaro* 
Sempre  me  viffe,  eportai  feritto  in  froute' 
Il  nuo  penfiero,  e  dilvelat'o  il  core, 
rfu  puoi  penlar  s’  a  non  fofpetfci  ltrali 
D’mvida  gente  fui  l’copeito  fegno. 

Such  was  the  dreadful  feene  into-' 
which  Taifo,  (with  a  chara&er  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  as  that  deferibed  m 
the  five  laft  verfes)  entered,  at  the 
age  of  twenty -one.  Nor,  though 
evidently  drawn  in  a  moment  of 
difguft,.  is  it  probable  that  the  tint's, 
of  the  picture-  are  tmjuftiuabiy 

gloomy- 
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gloomy.  It  is  remarked  by  Se- 
rafti,  that  the  court  of  Ferrara 
feems  to  have  been  extremely  dan¬ 
gerous,  efpecially  to  literary  men. 
Not  to  mention  Taffo  andGuarini, 
the  celebrated  PanWarola  was  ba- 

o 

nifhedfuddenly  from  that  city  with 
much  indignity,  and  feveral  other 
diftinguifhed  men  were  conftrained 
to  depart  by  perfecution  and  neg- 
left. 

Benvenuto  Cellini,  who  refided 
fome  months  at  Ferrara,  about 
twenty-five  years  before  TafTo, 
gives  a  very  unfavourable  account 
of  the  conduct  of  the  courtiers, 
and  of  the  morality  of  the  people 
in  general.  He  tells  us,  that  hav¬ 
ing  executed  an  ingenious  piece  of 
work  for  the  duke,  that  prince 
ordered  a  diamond  ring,  of  above 
two  hundred  crowns  value,  to  be 
given  him,  which  was  changed  by 
the  treafurer  into  one  not  worth 
twelve.  cc  The  gentry  of  Fer¬ 
rara,”  fays  he,  i(  are  not  only 
exceedingly  avaricious  but  rapa¬ 
cious  after  the  property  of  others, 
and  endeavour  to  get  pofleffion  of 
it  by  every  expedient  they  can 
think  of.  This  is  the  general  cha¬ 
racter  of  them  all.”  Vol.  II.  p. 
46.  Nugent's  Tranflation. 


Anecdotes  of  David  Hume,  hy  Lord 
Charlemont.  From  Memoirs  of 
James,  Earl  of  Charlemont.  By 
F.  Hardy,  Efq. 

The  celebrated  David  Hume, 
whofe  character  is  fo  defervedly 
high  in  the  literary  world,  and 
whofe  works,  both  as  a  philofo- 
pher  and  an  hiftorian,  are  fo  won¬ 
derfully  replete  with  genius  and 
entertainment,  was,  when  I  was 
at  Turin,  fccretary  to  Sir  John 


Sinclair,  plenipotentiary  from  the 
court  of  Great  Britain  to  his  Sar¬ 
dinian  Majefty.  Fie  had  then 
lately  publilhed  thofe  philofophical  ‘ 
effays  which  have  done  fo  much 
mifehief  to  mankind,  by  contri¬ 
buting  to  loofen  the  facred  bonds 
by  which  alone  man  can  be  re¬ 
ft  rained  from  ruftiing  to  his  own 
deftruCtion,  and  which  are  fo  inti¬ 
mately  neceffary  to  our  nature, 
that  a  propenfity  to  be  bound  by 
them,  was  apparently  inftilled  into 
the  human  mind,  by  the  all-wife 
Creator,  as  a  balance  againft  thofe 
paftions  which,  though  perhaps 
neceffary  as  incitements  to  acti¬ 
vity,  muft,  without  fuch  controul, 
inevitably  have  hurried  us  to  our 
ruin.  The  world,  however,  un- 
confcious  of  its  danger,  had  gree¬ 
dily  fwallowed  the  bait  ;  the  ef¬ 
fays  were  received  with  applaufe, 
read  with  delight,  and  their  ad¬ 
mired  author  was  already,  by  pub¬ 
lic  opinion,  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  dangerous  fchool  of  fceptic 
philofophy. 

4t  With  this  extraordinary  man 
I  was  intimately  acquainted.  He 
kindly  diftinguifhed  me  from 
among  a  number  of  young  men, 
wrho  were  then  at  the  academy, 
and  appeared  fo  warmly  attached 
to  me,  that  it  was  apparent  he  not 
only  intended  to  honour  me  with 
his  friendfhip,  but  to  beftow  on 
me  what  was,  in  his  opinion,  the 
firft  of  all  favours  and  benefits,  by 
making  me  his  convert  and  dif- 
ciple. 

Nature,  I  believe,  never 
formed  any  man  more  unlike  his 
real  character  than  David  Hume. 
The  powers  of  phyfiognomy  were 
baffled  by  his  countenance  ;  nei¬ 
ther  could  the  moft  fkilful,  in  that 
fcience,  pretend  to  difeover  the 

fmalleft 
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fmalleft  trace  of  the  faculties  af 
his  mind,  in  the  unmeaning  fea. 
tures  of  his  vifage.  His  face  was 
broad  and  fat,  his  mouth  wide,  and 
without  any  other  exprefiion  but 
that  of  imbecility.  His  eyes  va¬ 
cant  and  fpiritlels,  and  the  corpu¬ 
lence  of  his  whole  perfon  was  far 
better  fitted  to  communicate  the 
idea  of  a  turtle. eating  alderman, 
than  of  a  refined  philofopher.  His 
fpeech  in  Englifli  was  rendered  ri¬ 
diculous  by  the  broadeft  Scotch  ac¬ 
cent,  and  his  French  was,  if  pof- 
fible,  ftill  more  laughable  ;  fo  that 
wifdom,  mofl  certainly,  never  dif- 
guifed  herfelf  before  in  fo  uncourh 
a  garb.  Though  now  near  fifty 
years  old,  he  was  healthy  and 
ftrong  ;  but  his  health  and  ftrength, 
far  from  being  advantageous  to 
his  figure,  inftead  of  manly  come- 
linefs,  had  only  the  appearance  of 
rufticity.  His  wearing  an  uniform 
added  greatly  to  his  natural  auk- 
wardnefs,  for  he  wore  it  like  a 
grocer  of  the  train-bands.  Sinclair 
was  a  lieutenant-general,  and  was 
fent  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Turin,  as  a  military  envoy,  to  fee 
that  their  quota  of  troops  was  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  Auftrians  and  Picd- 
montefe.  It  was,  therefore,  thought 
neccffary  that  his  fecretary  fhould 
appear  to  be  an  officer,  and  Hume 
was  accordingly  difguifed  in  fear- 
let  *. 

Having  thus  given  an  account 
of  his  exterior,  it  is  but  fair  that 
I  fhould  ftate  my  good  opinion  of 
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his  character.  Of  all  the  philofo- 
phers  of  his  feft,  none,  I  believe, 
ever  joined  more  real  benevolence 
to  its  mifehievous  principles  than 
my  friend  Hume.  His  love  to  man¬ 
kind  was  univerfal,  and  vehement ; 
and  there  was  no  fervice  he  would 
not  cheerfully  have  done  to  his 
fellow  creatures,  excepting  only 
that  of  fuffering  them  tofave  their 
fouls  in  their  own  way.  He  was 
tender-hearted,  friendly,  and  cha¬ 
ritable  in  the  extreme,  as  will  ap¬ 
pear  from  a  fatft  which  I  have  from 
good  authority.  When  a  member 
of  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh, 
and  in  great  want  of  money,  hav¬ 
ing  little  or  no  paternal  fortune, 
and  the  collegiate  ftipend  being 
very  inconfiderable,  he  had  pro¬ 
cured,  through  the  intereft  of  lome 
friend,  an  office  in  the  univerfity, 
which  was  worth  about  forty 
pounds  a  year.  On  the  day  when 
he  had  received  this  good  news, 
and  juft  when  he  had  got  into  pof- 
feffion  of  the  patent  or  grant,  en¬ 
titling  him  to  his  office,  he  was 
vifited  by  his  friend  Blacklock, 
the  poet,  who  is  much  better 
known  by  his  poverty  and  blind- 
nefs,  than  by  his  genius.  This 
poor  man  began  a  long  defcant  on 
his  mifery,  bewailing  his  want  of 
fight,  his  large  family  of  children, 
and  his  utter  inability  to  provide 
for  them,  or  even  to  procure  them 
the  neceftaries  of  life.  Hume,  un¬ 
able  to  bear  his  complaints,  and 
deftitute  of  money  to  affift  him. 


*  I  cannot  avoid  mentioning  here  an  anecdote,  which  was  communicated  to  me  by 
Sinclair  himfelf,  Being  fent  to  command  a  body  of  troops,  deftined  to  invade  the 
French  coalt,  and  being  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  country,  where  he  had  never 
been,  he  earneltly  requefted  from  the  War-office  a  fet  of  accurate  maps,  by  which 
he  might  direct  his  operations.  The  landing  being  made  good,  lie  was  now  to  march 
into  a  country  of  which  he  knew  nothing,  and,  therefore,  had  recourfe  to  his  maps, 
which  he  had  not  beiore  examined,  and  which,  when  unpacked,  proved  to  be  fea- 
charts  !  Such  was  the  negligence  of  fome  of  our  official  people  in  thole  days. 

Vol,  LII.  or  Vol.  X,  New  Series.  [S  r] 
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ran  inftantly  to  his  defk,  took  out 
the  grant,  and  prefented  it  to  his 
miferable  friend,  who  received  it 
with  exultation,  and  whofe  name 
was  foon  after,  by  Hume’s  imereti, 
inferted  inftead  of  his  own.  After 
fuch  a  relation  it  is  needlefs  that  I 
fhould  fay  any  more  of  his  genuine 
philanthropy  and  generous  benefi¬ 
cence  ;  but  the  difficulty  will  now 
occur,  how  a  man,  endued  with 
fuch  qualities,  could  poffibly  con- 
fent  to  become  the  agent  of  fo 
much  mifchief  as  undoubtedly  has 
been  done  to  mankind  by  his  writ¬ 
ings,  and  this  difficulty  can  only 
be  folved  by  having  recourfe  to 
that  univerfal  paffion,  which  has, 

I  fear,  a  much  more  general  in¬ 
fluence  over  all  our  aftions  than  we 
are  willing  to  confess.  Pride,  or 
vanity,  joined  to  a  fceptical  turn 
of  mind,  and  to  an  education 
which,  though  learned,  rather  lip¬ 
ped  knowledge  than  drank  it,  was, 
probably,  the  ultimate  caufe  of 
this  Angular  phenomenon,  and  the 
defire  of  being  placed  at  the  head 
of  a  fedl,  whofe  tenets  contro¬ 
verted  and  contradi£led  all  received 
opinions,  was  too  ftrong  to  be  re¬ 
fitted  by  a  man  whofe  genius  en¬ 
abled  him  to  find  plaufible  ar¬ 
guments,  fufficient  to  perfuade  both 
himfelf  and  many  others,  that  his 
own  opinions  were  true.  A  philo- 
fophical  knight-errant,  religion  was 
the  dragon  he  vowed  to  vanquilh, 
and  he  was  carelefs,  or  thoughtlefs, 
of  the  confequences  which  might 
enfue  from  the  achievement  of  the 
adventure  to  which  he  had  pledged 
himfelf.  He  once  profefled  himfelf 
the  admirer  of  a  young,  moft  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  accomplifhed  lady,  at 
Turin,  who  only  laughed  at  his 
paffion.  One  day  he  addrefled  her 
in  the  ufual  common-place  ftrain, 


that  he  was  an  ahime>  aneantu — • 
<(  Oh!  pour  aneanti ,**  replied  the 
lady  ;  i(  ce  n'eft  en  ejfet  qidune  ope¬ 
ration  ires  naturelle  de  <votre  Syjieme .” 
Hume  will  be  mentioned  afterward 
in  the  courfe  of  thefe  memoirs,  as 
Lord  Charlemont  often  met  him  in 
England,  and  always  preferved 
an  intimacy  with  him.  *  *  *  * 
About  this  time,  1 7 66,  or  fome- 
what  before  this,  Lord  Charle¬ 
mont  once  more  met  his  friend, 
David  Hume.  His  lordffiip  men¬ 
tions  him  in  fome  detached  papers, 
which  I  (hall  here  collett,  and  give 
to  the  reader.  (t  Nothing,”  fays 
Lord  Charlemont,  (t  ever  fhewed 
a  mind  more  truly  beneficent  than 
Hume’s  whole  conduct  in  regard 
to  Roufleau.  That  ttory  is  too 
well  known  to  be  repeated,  and 
exhibits  a  linking  pi&ure  of 
Hume’s  heart,  whilft  it  difpiays 
the  ftrange  and  unaccountable  va¬ 
nity,  and  madnefs,  of  the  French, 
or  rather  Swifs  moralift.  When 
firft  they  arrived  together  from 
France,  happening  to  meet  with 
Hume  in  the  Park,  I  wiftied  him 
joy  of  his  pleafing  connexion,  and 
particularly  hinted,  that  I  was 
convinced  he  mutt  be  perfe&ly 
happy  in  his  new  friend,  as  their 
fentiments  were,  I  believed,  nearly 
fimilar.  (  Why  no,  man/  faid 
he,  *  in  that  you  are  miftaken  ; 
Roufleau  is  not  what  you  think 
him  ;  he  has  a  hankering  after  the 
Bible,  and,  indeed,  is  little  better 
than  a  Chriftian,  in  a  way  of  his 
own.’  Excefs  of  vanity  was  the 
madnefs  of  Roufleau.  When  he 
firft  arrived  in  London,  he  and  his 
Armenian  drefs  were  followed  by 
crowds,  and  as,  long  as  this  fpe- 
cies  of  admiration  lafted,  he  was 
contented  and  happy.  But  in  Lon¬ 
don,  fuch  fights  are  only  the  won¬ 
der 
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der  of  the  day,  and  in  a  very  fhort 
time  he  was  fuftered  to  walk  where 
he  pleafed,  unattended,  and  unob- 
ferved.  From  that  inftant  his  dif- 
content  may  be  dated.  But  to 
dwell  no  longer  on  matters  of  no¬ 
toriety,  I  fhall  only  mention  one 
faCt,  which  I  can  vouch  for  truth, 
and  which  would,  of  itfelf,  be 
amply  fufficient  to  convey  an  ade¬ 
quate  idea  of  the  amazing  eccen¬ 
tricity  of  this  lingular  man.  When, 
after  having  quarrelled  with  Hume, 
and  all  his  Englifh  friends,  Rouf- 
feau  was  bent  on  making  his  ef- 
cape,  as  he  termed  it,  into  France, 
he  Hopped  at  a  village  between 
London  and  Dover,  and  from 
thence  wrote  to  General  Conway, 
then  fecretary  of  Hate,  informing 
him,  that  although  he  had  got  fo 
far  with  fafety,  he  was  well  ap¬ 
prized,  that  the  remainder  of  his 
route  was  fo  befet  by  his  inexorable 
enemies,  that,  unprotected,  he 
could  not  efcape.  He  therefore 
folemnly  claimed  the  protection  of 
the  King,  and  defired  that  a  party 
of  cavalry  might  be  immediately 
ordered  to  efcort  him  to  Dover. 
This  letter  General  Conway  Ihew- 
ed  to  me,  together  with  his  an- 
fwer,  in  which  he  allured  him  that 
the  poftillions  were,  altogether, 
a  fufficient  guard  throughout  any 
part  of  the  King’s  dominions  *, 
To  return  to  Hume.  In  London, 
where  he  often  did  me  the  honour 
to  communicate  the  manufcripts  of 
his  additional  elfays,  before  their 
publication,  I  have  fometimes  in 
the  courfe  of  our  intimacy,  alked 
him,  whether  he  thought  that  if 
his  opinions  were  univerfally  to 
take  place,  mankind  w'ould  not  be 
rendered  more  unhappy  than  they 


now  were  ;  and  whether  he  did  not 
fuppofe  that  the  curb  of  religion 
was  necelfary  to  human  nature  ? 

{  The  objections,’  anfwered  he, 
‘  are  not  without  weight ;  but  er¬ 
ror  never  can  produce  good,  and 
truth  ought  to  take  place  of  all 
confiderations.’  He  never  failed, 
in  the  midft  of  any  controverfy, 
to  give  its  due  praife  to  every  thing 
tolerable  that  was  either  laid  or 
written  againft  him.  One  day 
that  he  vifited  me  in  London,  he 
came  into  my  room  laughing,  and 
apparently  well-pleafed.  ‘  What 
has  put  you  in  this  good  humour, 
Hume  ?’  faid  I.  ‘Why  man,’  faid 
he,  ‘  I  have  juft  now  had  the  belt 
thing  faid  to  me  I  ever  heard.  I 
was  complaining  in  a  company, 
where  I  fpent  the  morning,  that  I 
was  very  ill  treated  by  the  world, 
and  that  the  cenfures  paft  upon  me 
were  hard  and  unreafonable.  That 
I  had  written  many  volumes, 
throughout  the  whole  of  which 
there  were  but  a  few  pages  that 
contained  any  reprehenfible  matter, 
and  yet,  for  thofe  few  pages,  I 
was  abufed  and  torn  to  pieces.® 

‘  You  put  me  in  mind,*  faid  an 
honeft  fellow  in  the  company, 
whofe  name  I  did  not  know,  «  of 
an  acquaintance  of  mine,  a  notary 
public,  who,  having  been  con- 
demned  to  be  hanged  for  forgery, 
lamented  the  hardlhip  of  his  cafe  ; 
that  after  having  written  many 
thoufand  inofFenlive  Iheets,  he 
fhould  be  hanged  for  one  line.’ 

“  But  an  unfortunate difpolition 

to  doubt  of  every  thing  feemed  in¬ 
terwoven  with  the  nature  of  Hume, 
and  never  was  there,  I  am  con! 
vinced,  a  more  thorough  and  fin- 
cere  fceptic.  He  Teemed  not  to  be 


*  This  anecdote  of  Rouffeau  is  well  known. 
[S  S  2 J 
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certain  even  of  his  own  prefent 
exiftence,  and  could  not  therefore 
be  expected  to  entertain  any  fet¬ 
tled  opinion  refpeCling  his  future 
ftate.  Once  I  alked  him  what  he 
thought  of  the  immortality  of  the 
foul  ?  (  Why  troth,  man/  faid  he, 
‘  it  is  fo  pretty  and  fo  comfortable 
a  theory,  that  I  wifli  I  could  be 
convinced  of  its  truth,  but  I  can¬ 
not  help  doubting/ 

(s  Hume’s  falhion  at  Paris,  when 
he  was  there  as  fecretary  to  Lord 
Hertford,  was  truly  ridiculous ; 
and  nothing  ever  marked,  in  a  more 
linking  manner,  the  whimlical 
genius  of  the  French.  No  man, 
from  his  manners,  was  furely  lefs 
formed  for  their  fociety,  or  lefs 
likely  to  meet  with  their  approba¬ 
tion  ;  but  that  flimfy  philofophy, 
which  pervades,  and  deadens  even 
their  moll  licentious  novels,  was 
then  the  folly  of  the  day.  Free- 
thinking  and  Englifti  frocks  were 
the  falhion,  and  the  Anglomanie 
was  the  ton  du  pais .  Lord  Hol¬ 
land,  though  far  better  calculated 
than  Hume  to  pleafe  in  France, 
was  alfo  an  inltance  of  this  lingu¬ 
lar  predilection.  Being  about  this 
time  on  a  vifit  to  Paris,  the  French 
concluded  that  an  Englifhman  of 
his  reputation  mull  be  a  philofo- 
pher,  and  mull  be  admired.  It 
was  cuftomary  with  him  to  doze 
after  dinner,  and  one  day  at  a 
great  entertainment,  he  happened 
to  fail  alleep:  ‘  Le  voila  1’  fays  a 
marquifs,  pulling  his  neighbour  by 
the  fleeve  ;  6  Le  voila,  qui  penfe  P 
'But  the  madnefs  for  Hume  was  far 
more  fingular  and  extravagant. 
From  what  has  been  already  faid 
of  him,  it  is  apparent  that  his  cori- 
verfation  to  ftrangers,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  Frenchmen,  could  be 
little  delightful,  and  hill  more 


particularly,  one  would  fuppofe, 
to  French  women.  And  yet  no 
lady’s  toilette  was  complete  with¬ 
out  Plume’s  attendance.  At  the 
opera,  his  broad,  unmeaning  face, 
was  ufually  feen  entre  deux  jolis 
minois .  The  ladies  in  France  give 
the  ton,  and  the  ton  was  deifm  ;  a 
fpecies  of  philofophy  ill  fuited  to 
the  fofter  fex,  in  whofe  delicate 
frame,  weaknefs  is  interefting,  and 
timidity  a  charm.  But  the  women 
of  France  were  deifts,  as  with  us 
they  were  charioteers.  The  te¬ 
nets  of  the  new  philophy  were  a 
portee  de  tout  le  monde,  and  the 
perufal  of  a  wanton  novel,  fuch, 
for  example,  as  Therefe  Philofo- 
phe,  was  amply  fufficient  to  render 
any  fine  gentleman,  or  any  fine 
lady,  an  accomplilhed,  nay,  a 
learned  deift.  How  my  friend 
Hume  was  able  to  endure  the  en¬ 
counter  of  thefe  French  female  Ti¬ 
tans  I  know  not.  In  England, 
either  his  philofophic  pride,  or  his 
conviction  that  infidelity  was  ill 
fuited  to  women,  made  him  per- 
feftly  averfe  from  the  initiation  of 
ladies  into  the  myfteries  of  his  doc¬ 
trine.  I  never  faw  him  fo  much 
difpleafed,  or  fo  much  difconcerted, 
as  by  the  petulance  of  Mrs.  Mal- 
lett,  the  conceited  wife  of  Boling- 
broke’s  editor.  This  lady,  who 
was  not  acquainted  with  Home, 
meeting  him  one  night  at  an  af- 
fembly,  boldly  accofted  him  in 
thefe  words  :  ‘  Mr.  Hume,  give 
me  leave  to  introduce  myfelf  to 
you  ;  we  deifts  ought  to  know 
each  other/ — ‘  Madam,*  replied 
Hume,  1  I  am  no  deift.  I  do  not 
ftyle  myfelf  fo,  neither  do  I  de¬ 
ft  re  to  be  known  by  that  appella¬ 
tion/ 

(t  Nothing  ever  gave  Hume 
more  real  vexation  than  the  ftric- 
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tures  made  upon  his  hiftory  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  by  the  great 
Lord  Chatham.  Soon  after  that 
fpeech  I  met  Hume,  and  ironi¬ 
cally  wiftied  him  joy  of  the  high 
honour  that  had  been  done  him  ! 
,  *  Zounds,  man,*  faid  he,  with 
more  peevifhnefs  than  I  had  ever 
feen  him  exprefs,  *  he’s  a  Goth ! 
he*s  a  Vandal  !*  Indeed  his  hiftory 
is  as  dangerous  in  politics,  as  his 
effays  are  in  religion ;  and  it  is 
fomewhat  extraordinary,  that  he 
who  labours  to  free  the  mind  from 
what  he  fuppofes  religious  preju¬ 
dices,  fhould  as  zealoufly  endea¬ 
vour  to  (hackle  it  with  the  fervile 
ideas  of  defpotifm.  But  he  loved 
the  Stuart  family,  and  his  hiftory 
is,  of  courfe,  their  apology.  All 
his  prepofleflions,  however,  could 
never  induce  him  abfolutely  to  fal¬ 
sify  hiftory ;  and  though  he  endea¬ 
vours  to  foften  the  failings  of  his 
favourites,  even  in  their  adtions, 
yet  it  is  on  the  charadter  which 
he  gives  to  them,  that  he  princi¬ 
pally  depends  for  their  vindica  t  ion  ; 
and  from  hence  frequently  pro¬ 
ceeds,  in  the  courfe  of  his  hiftory, 
this  Angular  incongruity,  that  it 
is  morally  impoflible  that  a  man, 
poffeffed  of  the  charadler  which 
the  hiftorian  delineates,  Ihould,  in 
certain  circumftances,  have  adled 
the  part  which  the  fame  hiftorian 
narrates  and  afligns  to  him.  But 
now  to  return  to  his  philofophical 
principles,  which  certainly  conftL 
tutethedifcriminative  featureof  his 
charadter.  The  pradlice  of  com¬ 
bating  received  opinions,  had  one 
unhappy,  though  not  unufual,  ef- 
fedl  on  his  mind.  He  grew  fond 
of  paradoxes,  which  his  abilities 
enabled  himfuccefsfully  to  fupport ; 
and  his  underftanding  was  fo  far 
warped  and  bent  by  this  unfortu¬ 
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nate  prediledlion,  that  he  had  well 
nigh  loft  that  beft  faculty  of  the 
mind,  the  almoft  intuitive  percep¬ 
tion  of  truth.  His  fceptical  turn 
made  him  doubt,  and  confequendy 
difpute,  every  thing ;  yet  he  was 
a  fair  and  pleafant  difputant.  He 
heard  with  patience,  and  anfwered 
without  acrimony.  Neither  was 
his  converfation  at  any  time  often, 
live,  even  to  his  moft  fcrupulous 
companions ;  his  good  fenfe,  and 
good  nature,  prevented  his  faying 
any  thing  that  was  likely  tofhock, 
and  it  was  not  till  he  was  pro¬ 
voked  by  argument,  that,  in  mixed 
companies,  he  entered  into  his  fa¬ 
vourite  topics.  Where,  indeed, 
as  was  the  cafe  with  me,  his  re 
gard  for  any  individual  rendered 
him  defirous  of  making  a  profe- 
lyte,  his  efforts  were  great,  and 
anxioufly  inceffant. 


Characters  of  Iri/h  Senators . 

From  the  Same . 

John  Hely  Hutchinson,  fa¬ 
ther  to  the  Earl  of  Donoughmore, 
and  Lord  Hutchinfon,  introduced 
a  claflical  idiom  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  No  member  was  ever 
more  extolled,  and  more  in  falhion 
than  he  was  on  his  appearance 
there.  He  oppofed  government 
upon  almoft  every  queftion,  but  his 
oppofition  was  of  no  long  conti¬ 
nuance.  As  an  orator,  his  ex- 
preflion  was  fluent,  eafy,  and 
lively ;  his  wit  fertile  and  abun¬ 
dant  ;  his  invedlive  admirable,  not 
fo  much  from  any  peculiar  energy 
of  fentiment,  or  didlion,  as  being 
always  unclogged  with  any  thing 
fuperfluous,  or  which  could  at  all 
diminilh  the  juftnefs  and  brilliancy 
of  its  colouring.  It  ran  along 
[S  s  3]  with 
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with  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  and 
never  went  beyond  them.  He  faw 
what  the  Houfe  could  bear,  and 
feemed  to  take  the  lead  in  direct* 
ing  their  refentment  rather  than  in 
pointing  his  own.  On  fuch  occa¬ 
sions  he  funk,  as  it  were,  into  a 
temporary  oblivion  of  his  own 
difpofition,  (for  he  was  naturally 
very  irritable)  and  appeared  free 
from  all  unfeemly  impetuofity,  in¬ 
dulging  the  keeneft  wit,  equally 
within  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  and 
the  limits  of  decorum.  The  confe- 
quence  of  this  calmnefs  was  that 
he  never  was  flopped.  The  Houfe 
was  paid  fuch  deference  to,  that  it 
could  not,  and  received  fo  much 
entertainment,  that  it  would  not, 
interfere.  The  members  for  a  long 
time  remembered  his  fatire,  and 
the  obje&s  of  it  feidom  forgave  it. 

In  hisperfonal  contefts  with  Mr. 
Flood,  (and  in  the  more  early  part 
of  their  parliamentary  career,  they 
were  engaged  in  many,)  he  is  flip- 
pofed  to  have  had  the  advantage. 
The  refpeft  which  he  uniformly 
obferved  towards  the  Houfe,  and 
the  ftyle  of  his  fpeaking,  might 
have  contributed  foinewhat  to  this. 
His  oratory  was  of  that  gayer 
kind  which  captivates  an  Irifh  au¬ 
ditory,  and  incorporated  itfelf 
more  eafily  with  thefubje&s  which, 
at  that  period,  engaged  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
It  was,  therefore,  without  dero¬ 
gating  at  all  from  his  talents,  the 
contention  of  Demofthenes  and 
Hyperides,  on  points  where  we 
may  juftly  conclude,  from  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  thefe  two  eminent  Athe¬ 
nians,  Hyperides  muft  have  been 
fuperior.  To  Flood’s  anger,  Hut- 
chinfon  oppofed  the  powers  of 
ridicule,  to  his  ftrength  he  oppofed 
refinement,  to  the  weight  of  his 


oratory,  an  eafy  flexible  ingenuity, 
nice  difcrimination,  and  graceful 
appeal  to  the  paflions.  As  the  de- 
bate  ran  high,  Flood’s  eloquence 
alternately  difplayed  auftere  rea¬ 
soning,  and  tempeftuous  reproof  : 
its  colours  werechafte,  but  gloomy  j 
Hutchinfon’s,  on  the  contrary, 
were  of  tf  Thofe  which  April 
wears,”  bright,  various,  and  tran- 
fitory  ;  but  it  was  a  vernal  even¬ 
ing  after  a  ftorm ;  and  he  was 
efteemed  the  moft  fuccefsful  becaufe 
he  was  the  moft  pleafing. 

In  every  thing  he  faid  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  he  feemed  to 
have  a  great  fenfe  of  public  pro¬ 
priety  ;  he  was  not  tedious,  but 
he  fometimes  enlarged  on  fubje&s 
more  than  was  neceflary  ;  a  defeft 
which  his  enemies  criticifed  with 
peculiar  feverity.  But  Mr.  Ge¬ 
rard  Hamilton,  (than  whom  a  bet¬ 
ter  judge  of  public  fpeaking  has 
feidom  been  feen),  obferved,  that 
he  was  that  fpeaker,  who,  in  his 
fupport  of  government,  had  al¬ 
ways  fomething  to  fay  which 
gratified  the  Houfe.  u  He  can  go 
out  in  all  weathers,”  continued 
Mr.  Hamilton,  ((  and  as  a  debater 
is  therefore  ineftimabie.,, 

He  had  attended  much  to  the 
ftage,  and  acquired  a  clearnefs  and 
propriety  of  intonation,  that  gave 
what  he  faid  great  impreflion.  In 
his  younger  days  he  lived  in  great 
habits  of  intimacy  with  Quin, 
who  admired  his  talents,  and  im¬ 
proved  his  elocution. 

From  fome  of  his  coadjutors  he 
differed  in  one  refpeft  particularly  ; 
he  never  recommended  a  bad  mea- 
fure,  that  he  might  difplay  an  ob- 
trufive  and  vulgar  zeal  for  govern¬ 
ment,  nor  appeared  a  champion 
for  Britifh  intereft,  in  preference 
to  that  of  his  own  country.  He 
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always  fpoke  of  it  with  refpecft 
and  affefHon  ;  and  as*  in  the  courfe 
of  time,  queftions  came  forward, 
which,  when  he  fir  ft  engaged  in 
bufinefs,  parliament  would  have 
ihrunk  from,  he  was  not  awed  into 
filence,  but  fupported  them  all. 
The  O&ennial-bill,  the  Free- trade, 
the  Catholic-bill,  in  which  he 
was  followed  with  hereditary  ta¬ 
lents  and  fpirit,  and  latterly  the 
Parliamentary  Reform,  On  the 
laft  mentioned  fubjed  he  fpoke 
with  no  diminiftied  powers ;  time 
had,  indeed,  changed  his  manner, 
but  it  was  the  placid  manner  of 
dignified  age,  and  the  Houfe  Teem¬ 
ed  to  liften  to  him  with  peculiar 
and  grateful  fatisfa&ion.  His  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  prevoftfhip  of  Tri¬ 
nity  College  was  an  unwife  ftep  ; 
injurious  to  his  peace,  and  almoft 
clouding  every  profped  in  his  pro- 
feflion,  the  higheft  honours  of 
which  he  would,  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity,  have  otherwife  attained.  Af¬ 
ter  a  long  enjoyment  of  parliamen¬ 
tary  fame,  it  was  then  faid,  that 
he  was  no  fpeaker ;  and  after  the 
in  oft  lucrative  pradice  at  the  bar, 
that  he  was  no  lawyer.  But 
the  public  ultimately  decides  with 
propriety  and  candour.  All  the 
force  of  wit  and  talents  arranged 
againft  him,  in  his  academical 
quarrels,  could  not  authenticate 
thefe  fuppofed  difcoveries  of  his 
want  of  knowledge  and  ability ; 
his  country  thought  far  otherwife, 
and  his  reputation  as  a  man  of  ge¬ 
nius,  and  an  adive  well-informed 
ftatefman,  remained  undiminiflied 
to  the  laft. 
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He  was  a  man  of  high  fpirit ; 
when  he  left  oppofition  in  1760, 
and  took  the  prime  ferjeantcy, 
fome  of  his  enemies  attempted  to 
attack  him  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  ;  but  he  afferted  himfelf  with 
fuch  a  lofty  and  firm  tone,  that  it 
was  thought  prudent  to  attack  him 
no  more.  In  private  life  he  was 
amiable,  and  in  the  feveral  duties 
of  father  and  hulband,  moft  exem¬ 
plary. 

Philip  Tjsdall,  Attorney 
General,  cannot  be  omitted  in 
a  work  of  this  kind.  The  Angu¬ 
larity  of  his  talents  and  tempera¬ 
ment  demand  a  more  peculiar  deli¬ 
neation  of  his  charader.  He  came 
into  parliament  in  the  year  3739, 
as  reprefentative  of  the  Univerfity 
of  Dublin.  This  refpedable  fixa¬ 
tion  he  occupied,  though  *  not 
without  fome  trouble,  and  much 
perfonal  obloquy,  at  every  elec¬ 
tion,  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1777. 

He  had  an  admirable,  and  moft 
fuperior  underftanding  j  an  under- 
ftanding  matured  by  years ;  by 
long  experience ;  by  habits  with 
the  beft  company  from  his  youth  ; 
with  the  bar,  with  Parliament, 
with  the  ftate.  To  this  ftrength 
of  intelled  was  added  a  conftitu- 
rional  philofophy,  or  apathy,  which 
never  fuffered  him  to  be  carried 
away  by  attachment  to  any  party, 
even  his  own.  He  faw  men  and 
things  fo  clearly  ;  he  underftood  fo 
well  the  whole  force  and  fallacy  of 
life,  that  it  pafled  before  him  like 
fcenic  reprefentation,  and,  till  al- 


*  He  was  oppofed  at  his  firft  election  by  Mr.  M’Caulay,  a  good  lawyer,  and  re~ 
lpe£table  man.  Dean  Swift  fupported  M’Caulay,  who,  on  the  rafting  up  of  the 
poll,  had  a  majority  of  votes,  but  the  court  party  fet  his  election  afide,  and  declared 
Tifdall  the  fitting  member, 

[61  s  4]  moft 


638]  'ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


mod  the  clofe  of  his  days,  he  went 
through  the  world  with  a  conftant 
funfhine  of  foul,  and  an  inexorable 
gravity  of  feature.  His  counte¬ 
nance  was  never  gay,  and  his 
mind  was  never  gloomy. 

He  was  an  excellent  politician, 
equally  able  to  draw  government 
into  difficulties,  and  bring  it  out 
of  them  again  ;  though  it  muft  be 
allowed,  that  he  never  abufed  the 
confidence  of  government.  Far 
from  it.  But  when  minifters  here 
found  themfelves  embarraffed  by 
neglefting  to  confult  him,  which 
was  fometimes  the  cafe,  he  enjoyed 
their  diftrefs  with  peculiar  com¬ 
placency,  and  with  a  face  of  Ere¬ 
bus,  no  lover  was,  at  that  mo¬ 
ment,  more  pleafed,  nor  Stoic 
more  immoveable.  He  feemed  to 
have  acquired  an  entire  power 
over  his  fenfes,  and  when  his  mind 
was  moft  impregnated,  and  his 
paffions  moft  engaged,  he  looked, 
if,  in  his  opinion,  the  meafure  re¬ 
quired  it,  as  if  he  had  almoft 
ceafed  to  fee,  to  hear,  or  to  fpeak. 

He  was  an  able  fpeaker,  as  well 
nt  the  bar,  as  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  though  his  diftion  was  very 
indifferent.  He  did  not  fpeak  fo 
much  at  length  as  many  of  his 
parliamentary  coadjutors,  though 
lie  knew  the  whole  fubjeft  much 
better  than  they  did.  He  was 
not  only  a  good  fpeaker  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  but  an  excellent  manager  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  never 
faid  too  much.  He  had  great  me¬ 
rit  in  what  he  did  not  fay,  for  go¬ 
vernment  was  never  committed  by 
him.  He  plunged  into  no  diffi¬ 
culty,  nor  did  he  ever  fuffer  his 
antagonift  to  efcape  from  one. 

To  liberty,  or  the  people,  he 
was  no  enemy.  Fie  was  too  well 
acquainted  with  t he  laws  not  to 


refpeft  the  conftitution.  He  knew 
his  own  abilities  too  well  not  to 
be  convinced  that,  in  a  free  coun- 
try,  government  could  not  go  on 
without  him  ;  and  that,  whilft  he 
was  confulted  by  adminiftration, 
it  never  would  overfet  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people.  To  form  a  juft 
eftimate  of  his  principles,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  know  what  government 
did  not  do.  This  was  the  cafe 
with  Mr.  Malone,  and  one  or  two 
eminent  men.  They  differed  from 
the  patriot  not  in  principle,  but  as 
to  the  place  where  fuch  principle 
might,  at  that  time,  be  moft  effi- 
cacioufly  difplayed.  Ihey  ftrug- 
gled  for  the  country  in  the  cabi¬ 
net,  as  the  orator  often  did,  or 
faid  he  did,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  This  mode  of  conduct  may 
appear  ftrange,  but  it  arofe  from 
the  fituation  of  Ireland,  which 
thofe  moft  able  men  did  not  wifh 
to  fee  engaged  in  quarrels  with 
England.  Their  defire,  therefore, 
was  to  do  things  calmly  and  quietly. 
They  moderated  parties,  checked 
the  too  forward  zeal  of  courtiers, 
and  tempered  the  ardour  of  pa¬ 
triots.  They  poftponed,  but  never 
thought  of  attempting  to  extin- 
guifh,  any  queftion  relating  to 
public  liberty.  i(  You  may  ob» 
ferve,s?  faid  Mr.  Tifdall  to  one 
of  his  friends,  who  was  with  him 
at  his  villa  at  Stillorgan,  which 
commanded  a  view  of  the  fea, 
((  that  the  taking  the  embargo  off 
corn  has  irnproved  my  profpedt. 
You  now  fee  fome  fnips.  I  figned 
the  proclamation  for  taking  off 
that  embargo  ;  but,  the  proclama¬ 
tion  for  laying  it  on,  I  took  care 
not  to  fign  that.*'  He  was  the 
firft  perfon  who  omitted  in  the  re¬ 
venue  bill,  the  claufe,  providing 
that  the  aft  fliould  continue  till  the 

end 
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end  of  the  next  feffion.  It  was, 
on  his  part,  a  patriotic  and  provi¬ 
dent  meafure.  The  Englilh  coun- 
cil  reftored  the  claufe,  which  was 
afterwards  a  fubjeCt  of  debate  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and,  in 
that  debate,  Mr.  Tifdall  was  the 
only  perfon  who  was  perfonally  at^ 
tacked,  though  he  alone,  of  the 
Irifh  cabinet,  had  any  merit  on 
the  queftion.  But  parliamentary 
hoftility  is  often  mifplaced,  and, 
from  the  nature  of  a  popular  af~ 
fembly,  fuch  errors  are  unavoid¬ 
able. 

On  fome  miferable,  ill-advifed 
conteft  of  government  with  the 
city  of  Dublin,  the  crown  law¬ 
yers  marfhalled  themfelves  in  fad 
and  painful  array,  to  fupport  the 
nonfenfe  of  adminiftrarion.  l(  I 
fhall  leave  my  ragamuffins  where 
they  will  be  well  peppered,**  faid 
Tifdall,  to  a  gentleman  of  the 
bar,  who  flood  near  him,  and 
walked  out  of  court. 

He  was  a  profound  lawyer,  and 
his  opinion  was  frequently  reforted 
to  from  England.  In  domeftic  life 
he  was  focial  and  agreeable.  His 
table  was  remarkably  fplendid  and 
magnificent,  and  often,  as  the 
public  prints  faid,  fubfervient  to 
political  purpofes.  But  with  what 
truth  the  obfervation  was  made  I 
know  not.  When  abroad,  parti¬ 
cularly  at  Spa,  he  lived  with  al- 
moft  equal  fplendour.  Take  him, 
all  in  all,'  he  was,  in  fome  re- 
fpetts,  one  of  the  moft  Angular, 
as  unqueftionably  he  was,  by  far, 
one  of  the  moft  able  ftatefmen  Ire¬ 
land  ever  behold. 

Walter  Hussey,  who  after¬ 
wards  took  the  name  of  Burgh, 
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and  was  advanced  to  the  ftation  of 
lord  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer, 
came,  at  this  time  into  parliament, 
under  the  aufpices  of  James,  Duke 
of  Leinfler.  He  immediately 
joined  the  great  oppofition  then 
formed  agalnft  the  adminiftration 
of  Lord  Townlhend.  His  fpeeches, 
when  he  firft  entered  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  were  very  brilliant, 
very  figurative,  and  far  more  re¬ 
markable  for  that  elegant  poetic 
tafte  which  had  highly  diftinguifh- 
ed  him,  when  a  member  of  the 
univerfity,  than  any  logical  illuf- 
tration,  or  depth  of  argument.  But 
as  he  was  bleffed  with  great  endow¬ 
ments,  every  feffion  took  away 
fomewhat  from  the  unneceflary 
fplendour  and  redundancy  of  his 
harangues.  To  make  ufe  of  a 
phrafe  of  Cicero,  in  fpeaking  of 
his  own  improvement  in  eloquence, 
his  orations  were  gradually  de¬ 
prived  of  all  fever  Clearnefs 
of  intellect,  a  fubtle,  refined,  and 
poliflied  wit,  a  gay,  fertile,  un« 
commonly  fine  imagination,  very 
claffical  tafte,  fuperior  harmony, 
and  elegance  of  di&ion,  peculiarly 
characterized  this  juftly  celebrated 
man.  Though  without  beauty, 
his  countenance  was  manly,  en» 
gaging,  and  expreflive  :  his  figure 
agreeable  and  interefting  ;  his  de¬ 
portment  eminently  graceful. 

To  thofe  who  never  heard  him, 
as  the  faftiion  of  this  world  in  elo¬ 
quence,  as  in  all  things,  foon  pafles 
away,  it  may  be  no  eafy  matter  to 
convey  a  juft  idea  of  his  ftyle  of 
fpeaking  ;  it  differed  totally  from 
the  models  which  have  been  prefent- 
ed  to  us  by  fome  of  the  great  mailers 
of  rhetoric  in  latter  days.  His 
eloquence  was  by  no  means  gaudy, 


*  Quak  deforbuerat  oratio. 

De  Claris  Oratoribus. 


tumid 
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tumid,  nor  approaching  to  that  fpe- 
cies  of  oratory,  which  the  Roman 
critics  denominated  Afiatic ;  but 
it  was  always  decorated  as  the  oc- 
cafion  required  :  it  was  often  com- 
prefled,  and  pointed,  though  that 
could  not  be  faid  to  have  been  its 
general  feature.  It  was  fuftained 
by  great  ingenuity,  great  rapidity 
of  intellect,  luminous  and  piercing 
fatire  ;  in  refinement  abundant,  in 
limplicity  fterile.  The  claffical 
allulions  of  this  orator,  for  he  was 
moll  truly  one ;  were  fo  appofite, 
they  followed  each  other  in  fuch 
bright,  and  varied  fucceffion,  and, 
at  times  fpread  fuch  an  unexpe&ed, 
and  triumphant  blaze  around  his 
fubjeft,  that  all  perfons,  who  were 
in  the  leaft  tinged  with  literature, 
could  never  be  tired  of  liftening  to 
him.  The  Irilh  are  a  people  of 
quick  fenfibility,  and  perfedlly 
alive  to  every  difplay  of  inge¬ 
nuity,  or  illuftrative  wit.  Never 
did  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  foar 
higher  than  during  the  fplendid 
days  of  the  volunteer  inftitution, 
and,  when  Huffey  Burgh,  alluding 
to  fome  coercive  Englilh  laws,  and 
that  inftitution,  then  in  its  prou- 
deft  array,  faid  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  a  That  fuch  laws  were 
like  dragon’s  teeth,  and  fprung 
up  in  armed  men*/’  the  applaufe 
which  followed,  and  the  glow  of  en- 
thufiafm  which  he  kindled  in  every 
mind,  far  exceed  my  powers  of 
defcription. 

Never  did  the  graces  more  fedu- 


loully  cherilh,  and  uniformly  at¬ 
tend  any  orator  more  than  this 
amiable  and  elegant  man.  They 
embellilhed  all  that  he  faid,  all 
that  he  did ;  but  the  graces  are 
fugitive  or  periftiable.  Of  his 
admirable  fpeeches  but  few,  if  any 
records  are  now  to  be  found  ;  and 
of  his  harmonious  flowing  elo¬ 
quence,  it  may  be  faid,  as  Tacitus 
did  of  an  eminent  fpeaker  in  his 
time, ((  Haterii canorum  illud ’,  et pro - 
fluem ,  cum  ipfo  extindum  <?/?+.*’ 

He  accepted  the  office  of  prime 
ferjeant  during  the  early  part  of 
Lord  Bpckinghamfliire's  adminif- 
tration,  but  the  experience  of  one 
feffion  convinced  him  that  his  fen. 
timents  and  thofe  of  the  Englifh  and 
Irifh  cabinets,  on  the  great  queftions 
relative  to  the  independence  of  Ire¬ 
land,  would  never  aflimilate.  He 
foon  grew  weary  of  his  lituation  ; 
when  his  return  to  the  ftandard  of 
oppofition  was  marked  by  all  ranks 
of  people,  and  efpeeially  his  own 
profeflion,  as  a  fplendid  triumph. 
Numerous  were  the  congratula¬ 
tions  which  he  received  on  this 
facrifice  of  official  emolument,  to 
the  duty  which  he  owed  to  his 
country.  That  country  he  loved 
even  to  enthufiafm.  He  moved 
the  queftion  of  a  free  trade  for  Ire¬ 
land,  as  the  only  meafure  which 
could  then  refcue  this  kingdom 
from  fatal  decay.  The  refolution 
was  concife,  energetic,  and  fuccefs- 
ful.  He  fupported  Mr.  Grattan 
in  all  the  motions  which  finally 


*  I  remember  Mr.  Fox  fpeaking  of  this  allufion  to  the  late  Mr.  Forbes,  with  pecu. 
liar  approbation. 

t  It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  the  debate  reporters  in  his  time,  were  in  ge¬ 
neral  the  moft  ignorant  of  human  beings.  Unlefs,  therefore,  his  friends  were  at  the 
trouble  of  preparing  his  fpeeches  for  the  prefs,  they  mull  have  been  fadly  disfigured.  In 
a  debate  on  the  Mutiny  Bill,  Burgh  quoted  an  opinion  of  Serjeant  Maynard’s.  The 
reporters  Hated,  that  he  very  appofitely  introduced  a  faying  of  an  eminent  serjeant- 
mnjor. 


laid 
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laid  proftrate  the  dominion  of  the 
Britilh  parliament  over  Ireland, 
When  he  did  fo,  he  was  not  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  vindictive  difi* 
pofition  of  the  Englifh  cabinet  of 
that  day,  towards  all  who  dared  to 
maintain  fuch  proportions.  One 
night,  when  be  fat  down  after  a 
mod  able  argumentative  fpeech  in 
favour  of  the  juft  rights  of  Ire¬ 
land,  he  turned  to  Mr.  Grattan, 

<(  I  have  now,”  faid  he,  ((  nor  do 
I  repent  it,  fealed  the  door  againft 
my  own  preferment ;  and  I  have 
made  the  fortune  of  the  man  oppo- 
lite  to  me,”  naming  a  particular 
perfon  who  fat  on  the  Treafury 
Bench. 

He  loved  fame,  he  enjoyed  the 
blaze  of  his  own  reputation,  and 
the  moft  unclouded  moments  of  his 
life  were  not  thofe  when  his  exer¬ 
tions  at  the  bar,  or  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  failed  to  receive 
their  accuftomed  and  ample  tribute 
of  admiration  |  that  indeed  but 
rarely  happened ;  he  felt  it  at  parti¬ 
cular  moments,  during  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Buckinghamlhire 
adminiftration  ;  nor  did  the  gene¬ 
ral  applaufe  which  he  received 
counterbalance  temporary  chagrin, 
A  fimilar  temperament  is,  I  think, 
recorded  of  Racine;  but  he  had 
not  Racine’s  jealoufy.  On  the 
contrary,  the  beft  intellectual  dis¬ 
plays  of  his  contemporaries  feemed 
always  to  be  the  moft  agreeable  to 
him,  and  I  can  well  atteft,  that  he 
hailed  the  dawn  of  any  young 
man’s  rifing  reputation  with  the 
tribute  of  kindred  genius. 

He  died  at  a  time  of  life  when  his 
faculties,  always  prompt  and  difcri- 
minating,  approximated,  as  it 


Ihould  feem,  to  their  fulleft  perfec¬ 
tion.  On  the  bench,  where  he  fat 
more  than  one  year,  he  had  fome- 
times  loft  fight  of  the  wife  precept 
which  Lord  Bacon  lays  down  for  the 
condud  of  a  judge  towards  an  ad¬ 
vocate  at  the  bar,  i(  You  ihould  not 
affeCt  the  opinion  of  poignancy  and 
expedition,  by  an  impatient  and 
catching  hearing  of  the  counfellors 
at  the  bar*.”  He  feemed  to  be 
fenfible  of  his  deviation  from  this; 
to  be  convinced  that  fecurity  in 
our  own  opinions,  like  too  great 
great  fecurity  in  any  thing,  “  is 
mortals’  chiefeft  enemy,”  and  that, 
in  our  daily  con  verfe  with  the  wrorld, 
we  meet  with  others  who  are  far 
wifer  than  ourfelves,  even  on  thofe 
points  where  we  fondly  imagine 
our  own  wifdom  to  be  the  moft  au¬ 
thenticated.  His  honeft  defire  not 
to  feed  contention,  but  bring  it  to 
as  fpeedy  a  termination  as  could 
reafonably  be  wilhed,  defer  ves  great 
praife. 

(c  He  did  not,”  (ays  Mr.  Hood, 
alluding  to  him  in  one  of  his 
fpeeches, ts  live  to  be  ennobled,  but 
he  was  ennobled  by  nature.”  I 
value  the  juft  prerogatives  of  an¬ 
cient  nobility,  but  to  the  tears  and 
regrets  of  a  nation,  bending  over 
the  urn  of  public  and  private  ex¬ 
cellence,  as  Ireland  did  over  his, 
what  has  heraldry  t  add,  or,  at 
fuch  moments,  what  it  bellow  ? 

can 


Account  of  a  <vifet  to  the  Prefident 
de  Montesquieu,  by  Lord  Char- 
lemont.  From  the  fame . 

In  travelling  through  France,  I 
happened,  luckily  for  me,  to  get 


Lord  Bacon’s  fpeech  to  Judge  Hutton,  on  being  made  a  judge  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas. 

\  •  acquainted 
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acquainted  with  Mr.  Elliot*,  a 
gentleman  of  Cornwall,  whofe  ex¬ 
cellent  underftanding,  cultivated 
and  improved  by  the  beft  educa¬ 
tion,  and  animated  by  a  mind  of 
the  moft  pleafing  call,  rendered 
him  the  moft  agreeable  of  compa¬ 
nions.  We  travelled  together  for 
Erne  time,  and  finding  ourfelves 
not  very  far  from  Bourdeaux,  We 
determined  not  to  mifs  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  going  there,  not  fo  much 
prompted  thereto  by  the  beauty  of 
the  town,  and  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
try,  as  by  our  ardent  defire  of  fee¬ 
ing,  and  of  knowing,  the  Prefident 
Montefquieu.  Arrived  at  Bour¬ 
deaux,  our  firft  enquiry  was  con¬ 
cerning  the  principal  objett  of  our 
journey ;  but  how  great  was  our 
difappointment,  when  we  found 
that  he  had  left  the  city,  and  was 
gone  to  refide  at  a  country  feat, 
four  or  five  miles  diftant.  To 
leave  our  longing  unfatisfied  was 
truly  mortifying  to  us  ;  and  yet 
what  could  be  done  ?  At  length, 
after  a  long  deliberation,  we  de¬ 
termined  to  ftrike  a  bold  ftroke ; 
and,  getting  the  better  of  all  timi¬ 
dity,  perhaps  propriety,  we  fat 
down  and  I  wrote  a  joint  letter, 
in  which  we  candidly  told  the  pre¬ 
fident  our  reafons  for  vifiting  Bour¬ 
deaux,  our  fad  difappointment,  our 
eager  wifhes  for  the  honour  of  his 
acquaintance,  which,  as  Englifh 
fubje&s,  we  moft  particularly  de¬ 
li  red  ;  concluding  by  begging  par¬ 
don  for  our  prefumption,  and  leave 
to  wait  on  him  at  his  villa.  Nei¬ 
ther  did  welanguifh  long  for  an  an- 
fwer,  it  quickly  arrived,  in  every 
refpeft  as  we  would  have  wifhed, 
and  confifted  of  modeft  acknow¬ 
ledgements  for  the  honour  we  did 


him,  alfertions  of  the  high  efteem  in 
which  he  held  our  country,  and  the 
moft  hearty,  and  prefting  invitation 
to  come  to  him  as  foon  as  our  occa- 
fions  would  permit.  The  firft  ap 
pointment  with  a  favourite  miftrefs 
could  not  have  rendered  our  night 
more  reftlefs :  and  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  we  fet  out  fo  early  that  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  his  villa  before  he  was 
rifen.  The  fervant  fhewed  us  into 
his  library,  where  the  firft  object 
of  curiofity  that  prefenreri  irfelf 
was  a  table  at  which  he  had  appa¬ 
rently  been  reading  the  night  be¬ 
fore,  a  book  lying  upon  it  opened, 
turned  down,  and  a  lamp  extin- 
guifhed.  Eager  to  know  the  noc¬ 
turnal  ftudies  of  this  great  philo- 
fopher,  we  immediately  flew  to  the 
book :  it  was  a  volume  of  Ovid's 
works,  containing  his  elegies,  and 
opened  at  one  of  the  moft  gallant 
poems  of  that  matter  of  love.  Be¬ 
fore  we  could  overcome  our  fur- 
prize,  it  was  greatly  increafed  by 
the  entrance  of  the  prefident,  whofe 
appearance  and  manner  was  totally 
oppofite  to  the  idea  which  we  had 
formed  to  ourfelves  of  him  ;  inftead 
of  a  grave,  auftere  philofoper,  whofe 
appearance  might  ftrike  with  awe 
fuch  boys  as  we,  the  perfon  who 
now  addrefled  us,  was  a  gay,  po¬ 
lite,  and  fprightly  Frenchman,  who 
after  a  thoufand  genteel  compli¬ 
ments,  and  a  thoufand  thanks  for 
the  honour  we  had  done  him,  de¬ 
ft  red  to  know  whether  we  would 
not  breakfaft,  and,  upon  our  decli¬ 
ning  the  offer,  having  already  eaten 
at  an  inn  not  far  from  the  houfe, 
“  Come  then,®'  fays  he,  “  let  us 
walk  ;  the  day  is  fine,  and  I  long 
to  ftiew  you  my  villa  ;  as  I  have 
endeavoured  to  form  it  according 


*  Edward,  afterwards  Lord  Elliott. 

to 


CHARACTERS. 


to  the  English  tafte,  and  to  culti¬ 
vate  and  drefs  it  in  the  Englilh 
manner. ”  Following  him  into 
the  farm,  we  foon  arrived  at  the 
Ikirts  of  a  beautiful  wood,  cut  into 
walks,  and  paled  round,  the  entrance 
to  which  was  barricaded  with  a 
moveable  bar,  about  three  feet 
high,  fattened  with  a  padlock. 
“  Come,”  faid  he,  fearching  in 
his  pocket,  “  it  is  not  worth  our 
while  to  wait  for  the  key ;  you, 
I  am  fure,  can  leap  as  well  as  I 
can,  and  this  bar  (hall  not  flop  me/’ 
So  faying,  he  ran  at  the  bar,  and 
fairly  jumped  over  it,  while  we 
followed  with  amazement,  though 
not  without  delight,  to  fee  the  phi* 
lofopher  likely  to  become  our  play¬ 
fellow  !  This  behaviour  had  ex- 
aCily  the  effeCi  he  meant  it  ihould 
have,  he  had  obferved  our  awkward 
timidity  at  his  firft  accofting  us, 
and  was  determined  to  rid  us  of  it : 
all  that  awe  with  which,  notwith- 
Handing  his  appearance,  his  cha¬ 
racter  had  infpired  us,  and  that 
confequent  baftifulnefs  which  it 
mutt  have  occalioned,  was  now 
taken  off ;  his  age  and  awful  cha¬ 
racter  difappeared ;  and  our  con¬ 
vention  was  juft  as  free  and  as 
eafy  as  if  we  had  been  his  equal  in 
years,  as  in  every  other  refpeCtable 
qualification.  Our  difcourfe  now 
turned  on  matters  of  tafte  and 
learning.  He  afked  us  the  extent 
of  our  travels,  and  as  I  had  vifited 
the  Levant,  he  fixed  himfelf  par¬ 
ticularly  on  me,  and  enquired  into 
feveral  circumftances  relative  to 
the  countries  where  I  had  been,  in 
many  of  which  I  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  fatisfy  him.  He  lamented 
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his  own  fate,  which  had  prevented 
his  feeing  thofe  curious  regions, 
and  defcanted  with  great  ability 
on  the  advantages  and  pleafures  of 
travel.  “  However,”  faid  he, 
“  I  too  have  been  a  traveller,  and 
have  feen  the  country  in  the  world 
which  is  the  mo  ft  worthy  of  our 
curiofity — I  mean  England.”  He 
then  gave  us  an  account  of  his 
abode  there,  the  many  civilities  he 
had  received,  and  of  the  delight  he 
felt  of  thinking  of  the  time  he  had 
fpent  there.  “However,”  conti¬ 
nued  he,  “  though  there  is  no 
country  under  heaven  which  pro¬ 
duces  fo  many  great  and  (hining 
characters  as  England,  it  muft  be 
confefled,  that  it  produces  many 
lingular  ones,  which  render  it  the 
more  worthy  our  curiofity,  and, 
indeed,  the  more  entertaining. 
You  are,  I  fuppofe,  too  young  to 
have  known  the  Duke  of  Monta¬ 
gu®  i  that  was  one  of  the  moll 
extraordinary  characters  I  ever  met 
with  ;  endowed  with  the  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  fenfe,  his  lingularity  knew 
no  bounds.  Only  think  1  at  my 
firft  acquaintance  with  him,  having 
invited  me  to  his  country  feat,  be¬ 
fore  I  had  leifure  to  get  into  any 
fort  of  intimacy,  he  praCtifed  on 
me  that  whimfical  trick,  which 
undoubtedly,  you  have  either  ex¬ 
perienced,  or  heard  of ;  under  the 
idea  of  playing  the  play  of  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  ambalfadors,  hefoufed 
me  over  head  and  ears  into  a  tub 
of  cold  water.  I  thought  it  odd, 
to  be  fure,  but  a  traveller,  as  you 
well  know,  muft  take  the  wo  Id 
as  it  goes,  and  indeed,  his  great 
goodnefs  to  me,  and  his  incompa- 


*  John,  Duke  of  Montagu,  married  to  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough.  From  every  account,  his  grace  was  juft  as  Montefquieu  had  reprefented 
him  j  but  his  eccentricity  in  this  inltance  carried  him  very  far  indeed. 
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rable  underftanding,  far  over  paid 
me  for  all  the  inconvenience  of  my 
ducking.  Liberty,  however,  is 
the  glorious  caufe  !  that  it  is, 
which  gives  human  nature  fair 
play,  and  allows  every  Angularity 
to  fhew  itfelf,  and  which,  for  one 
lefs  agreeable  oddity  it  may  bring 
to  light,  gives  to  the  world  ten 
thoufand  great  and  ufeful  examples. 

(i  With  this,  and  a  great  deal 
more  converfation,  every  word  of 
which  I  would  wifh  to  remember, 
we  finilhed  our  walk,  and  having 
viewed  every  part  of  the  villa, 
which  was,  as  he  had  told  us,  al¬ 
together  imitated  from  the  Englifh 
ftyle  of  gardening,  we  returned  to 
the  houfe,  were  fhewn  into  the 
drawing-room,  and  were  mod  po¬ 
litely  received  by  Madame  la  Ba- 
ronne  and  her  daughter.  Madame 
de  Montefquieu  was  an  heiress  of 
the  reformed  religion,  which  (he 
ftili  continued  to  profefs.  She  was 
an  elderly  woman,  and,  apparently, 
had  never  been  handfome.  Ma¬ 
demoiselle  was  a  fprightly,  affable, 
good  humoured  girl,  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  pleafing ;  thefe,  with 
the  prefident’ s  fecretary,  whom  we 
afterwards  found  to  be  an  Irifh« 
man,  formed  our  fociety.  The  fe¬ 
cretary  fpoke  nothing  but  French, 
and  had  it  been  poffible  that  Mr. 
Elliot  and  I,  in  our  private  con¬ 
verfation,  could  have  uttered  any 
thing  to  the  difadvantage  of  our 
holts,  we  might  have  been  difa- 
greeably  trapped  by  our  ignorance 
of  his  country,  but  nothing  of  that 
kind  could  poffibly  happen  ;  every 
thing  we  faid  was  to  the  praife  of 
the  prefident,  and  the  politenefs 
fhewn  us  by  his  family.  Our  din¬ 
ner  was  plain,  and  plentiful ;  and 
when,  after  having  dined,  we 
made  an  offer  to  depart,  the  prefi. 


dent  infilled  upon  our  ftay  ;  nor 
did  he  fuffer  us  to  leave  him  for 
three  days,  during  which  time  his 
converfation  was  as  fprightly  as  in- 
ftructive,  and  as  entertaining  as 
poffible.  At  length  we  took  our 
leave,  and  returned  to  Bourdeaux, 
whither  we  were  efcorted  by  the 
fecretary  ;  who  now,  to  our  great 
furprife,  fpoke  Englifh,  and  de¬ 
clared  himfelf  my  countryman. 

,f  The  Baron  though  ftill  ftyled 
prefident,  had  lately  refigned  that 
office  on  the  following  occafion  : 
The  intendant  of  the  province,  a 
man  whofe  ideas  were  far  more 
magnificent  than  merciful,  had 
taken  it  into  his  head  that  he 
would  make  Bourdeaux  the  fineft 
city  in  France,  and,  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  had  caufed  to  be  delineated 
on  paper,  the  plan  of  a  new  quarter, 
where  the  ftreets  were  laid  out  in 
the  moil  fumptuous  manner,  of  a 
great  breadth,  and  in  lines  diredlly 
ftrait.  This  plan,  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  court,  he  had  now 
begun  to  execute,  and  that  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  confideration  that  the 
ftreets  which  he  was  laying  out, 
not  only  cut  through  gardens,  vine¬ 
yards,  and  the  houfes  of  citizens 
and  gentlemen,  which  if  they  hap- 
pened  to  ftand  in  the  way,  were 
inftantly  levelled  with  the  ground ; 
and  that  without  any  determined 
indemnification  to  the  owner.  The 
prefidentfaw  this  tyranny,  detefted, 
and  refilled  it ;  and,  by  his  influ¬ 
ence  and  authority,  for  a  while  fuf- 
pended  theexecution.  Bothparties 
appealed  to  Verfailles,  where  the 
affair  was  examined  into,  and 
where  the  good  prefident  made  ufe 
of  all  his  influence  in  behalf  of  his 
countrymen,  he  himfelf  not  being 
in  the  leaft  degree  interefted.  But 
the  intendant  prevailed  ;  and  orders 

were 


f 

CHARACTERS.  [64.5 


were  iffued  that,  at  all  events,  the 
plan  fliould  be  purfued.  The  prefi- 
dent,  judly  difcon tented,  obtained 
leave  to  part  with  his  office,  and 
Bourdeaux  is  now  the  mod  magni¬ 
ficent  city  in  France,  built  on  the 
ruin  of  hundreds.  Confider  this, 
ye  degenerate  Englifhmen,  who 
talk  without  abhorrence  of  arbi¬ 
trary  power ! 

(( Having  remained  at  Bour¬ 
deaux  a  competent  time,  Elliot 
and  I  parted,  and  I  fet  out  for  Pa¬ 
ris,  where  I  was  no  fooner  arrived 
than  Monfieur  de  Montefquieu, 
who  had  been  there  fome  days  be¬ 
fore  me,  mod  kindly  came  to  fee 
me,  and  during  the  time  of  my 
abode  in  that  metropolis,  we  faw 
each  other  frequently,  and  every 
interview  increafed  my  edeem  and 
affedion  for  him. 

“  I  have  frequently  met  him  in 
company  with  ladies,  and  have 
been  as  often  adonidied  at  the 
politenefs,  the  gallantry,  and  the 
fprightlinefs  of  his  behaviour.  In 
a  word,  the  mod  accomplifhed*  the 
mod  refined  petit-maitre  of  Paris, 
could  not  have  been  more  amufing, 
from  the  livelinefs  of  his  chat,  nor 
could  have  been  more  inexhaudi- 
ble  in  that  fort  of  difcourfe  which 
is  bed  fuited  to  women,  than  this 
venerable  philofopher  of  feventy 
years  old.  But  at  this  we  fhall 
not  be  furprized,  when  we  reded, 
that  the  profound  author  of  L’Ef- 
prit  des  Loix,  was  alfo  the  author 
of  the  Perfian  Letters,  and  of  the 
truly  gallant  Temple  of  Gnidos. 

i(  He  had,  however,  to  a  great 
degree,  though  not  among  women, 
one  quality  which  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon  with  abdraded  men,  I  mean 
abfence  of  mind.  I  remember 
dining  in  company  with  him  at 
ourambaffador’s,  Lord  Albermarle, 


where,  during  the  time  of  dinner, 
being  engaged  in  a  warm  difpute, 
he  gave  away  to  the  fervant,  who 
dood  behind  him,  feven  clean  places 
fuppofing  he  had  ufed  them  all. 
But  this  was  only  in  the  heat  of 
controversy,  and  when  he  was  ac¬ 
tuated  by  that  lively  and  impetu¬ 
ous  earnednefs,  to  which,  though 
it  never  carried  him  beyond  the 
bounds  of  good  breeding,  he  was 
as  liable  as  any  man  I  ever  knew. 
At  all  other  times  he  was  perfedly 
cblleded,  nor  did  he  ever  feem  to 
think  of  any  thing  out  of  the  fcope 
of  the  prefent  converfation. 

(( In  the  courfe  of  our  conven¬ 
tions,  Ireland,  and  its  intereds, 
have  often  been  the  topic  :  and, 
upon  thefe  occafions,  I  have  always 
found  him  an  advocate  for  an  union 
between  that  country  and  England. 

(  Were  I  an  Irifhman/  faid  he,  c  I 
fhould  certainly  wifh  for  it  ;  and, 
as  a  general  lover  of  liberty,  I  fin- 
cerely  defire  it ;  and  for  this  plain 
reafon,  that  an  inferior  country, 
conne&ed  with  one  much  her  fu- 
perior  in  force,  can  never  be  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  permanent  enjoyment 
of  conditutional  freedom,  unlefs 
fhe  has  by  her  reprefentatives,  a 
proportional  fhare  in  the  legiflature 
of  the  fuperior  kingdom. ' 

(<  A  few  days  before  I  left  Paris 
to  return  home,  this  great  man  fell 
fick,  and,  though  I  did  not  imagine, 
from  the  nature  of  his  complaint, 
that  it  was  likely  to  be  fatal,  I 
quitted  him,  however,  with  the 
utmod  regret,  and  with  that  fort 
of  foreboding  which  fometimes  pre¬ 
cedes  misfortunes.  Scarcely  was 
I  arrived  in  England,  when  I  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  one  whom  I 
defired  to  fend  me  the  mod  parti¬ 
cular  accounts  of  him,  communica¬ 
ting  to  me  the  melancholy  news  of 

his 
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liis  death,  and  alluring  me,  what  I 
never  doubted,  that  he  had  died  as 
he  lived,  like  a  real  philofopher  ; 
and  what  is  more  with  true  Chrif- 
tian  refignation.  What  his  real 
fentiments,  with  regard  to  religion, 
were,  I  cannot  exa&ly  fay.  He 
certainly  was  not  a  papift ;  but  I 
hawe  no  reafon  to  believe  that  he 
was  not  a  Chriftian  ;  in  all  our  con- 
verfations,  which  were  perfe&ly 
free,  I  never  heard  him  utter  the 
flighteft  hint,  the  leaft  word,  which 
favoured  of  profanenefs  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  whenever  it  came 
into  his  way  to  mention  Chriftia- 
nity,  he  always  fpoke  of  its  doc¬ 
trine  and  of  its  precepts  with  the  ut- 
moft  refpect  and  reverence  ;  fo  that, 
did  I  not  know  that  he  had  too  much 
wifdom  and  good  fenfe  to  wilh  to 
depreciate  the  ruling  religion,  from 
his  general  manner  of  expreffing 
himfelf,  I  fhould  make  no  fcruple 
freely  to  declare  him  a  perfed  Chrif¬ 
tian.  At  his  death  the  priefts,  as 
ufual,  tormented  him,  and  he  bore 
their  exhortations  with  the  greateft 
patience,  good  humour,  and  decen¬ 
cy  ;  till  at  length  fatigued,  by 
their  obftinate  and  tirefome  perti¬ 
nacity,  he  told  them  that  he  was 
much  obliged  to  them  for  their 
comfort,  but  that,  having  now  a 
very  ffiort  time  to  live,  he  wifhed 
to  have  thofe  minutes  to  himfelf, 
as  he  had  lived  long  enough  to 
know  how  to  die.  A  day  or  two 
before  his  death,  an  unlucky  cir- 
cumftance  happened,  by  which  the 
world  has  fuftained  an  irreparable 
lofs.  He  had  written  the  hiftory 
of  Louis  the  eleventh,  including  the 
tranfa&ions  of  Europe  during  the 
very  important  and  interefting  pe¬ 
riod  of  that  prince’s  reign.  The 
work  was  long  and  laborious,  and 
fome,  who  had  feen  parts  of  it, 


have  allured  me,  that  it  was  fuperior 
even  to  his  own  writings.  Recol- 
leHing  that  he  had  two  manuferipts 
of  it,  one  of  them  perfedt,  and 
the  other  extremely  mutilated,  and 
fearing  that  this  imperfedt  copy 
might  fall  into  the  hands  of  fome 
ignorant  and  avaricious  bookfeller, 
he  gave  his  valet  de  chambre  the 
key  of  his  eferutoir,  and  delired 
him  to  burn  the  manufeript  which 
he  deferibed  to  him.  The  unlucky 
valet  burned  the  fair  copy,  and  left 
that  from  which  it  was  impoffible 
to  print. 

“  There  is  nothing  more  un¬ 
common  than  to  fee  in  the  fame  man, 
the  moft  ardent  glow  of  genius,  the 
utmoft  livelinefs  of  fancy,  united 
with  the  higheft  degree  of  afliduity 
and  of  laborioufnefs.  Thepowersof 
the  mind  feem  in  this  to  refemble 
thofe  of  the  body.  The  nice  and  inge¬ 
nious  hand  of  the  oculift  was  never 
made  to  heave  the  fledge,  or  to 
till  the  ground.  In  Montefquieu, 
however,  both  thefe  talents  were 
eminently  confpicuous.  No  man 
ever  pofleffed  a  more  lively,  a  more 
fanciful  genius.  No  man  was  ever 
more  laborious.  His  Efprit  des 
Loix  is,  perhaps,  the  refult  of  more 
reading  than  any  tieatife  ever  yet 
compofed.  M.  de  Secondat,  fon 
to  the  prefident,  has  now  in  his 
poffeffion  forty-four  volumes  in  his 
father’s  hand-writing,  which  are 
nothing  more  than  the  common 
place  books,  from  whence  this  ad¬ 
mirable  work  was  extra&ed.  Mon¬ 
tefquieu,  indeed,  feems  to  have  pof- 
feffed  the  difficult  art  of  contract¬ 
ing  matter  into  a  fmall  compafs, 
without  rendering  it  obfeure,  more 
perfectly  than  any  man  who  ever 
wrote.  His  Grandeur  et  Decadence 
des  Romains  is  a  rare  inftance  of 
this  talent ;  a  book  in  which  there 
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is  more  matter  than  was  ever  be¬ 
fore  rammed  together  in  fo  fmall 
a  fpace.  One  circumftance  with 
regard  to  this  laft  mentioned  trea- 
tife  has  often  flruck  me,  as  a  fort 
of  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of 
the  materialnefs  of  a  book.  The 
index  contains  nearly  as  many 
pages  as  the  work  irfelf. 


The  Life  0/*  William  c/”  Wykeham. 
From  the  Hiflory  of  the  Colleges 
&c.&c,  o/'Oxford,  ^Alexander 
Chalmers,  F.S.A. 

William  Wykeham,  orofWyke- 
ham,  was  born  at  Wykeham  in 
Hamplhire,  in  the  year  1324. 
Whether  Wykeham  was  his  family 
name  feems  doubtful.  He  mentions 
his  father  and  mother  only  by  their 
chriftian  names,  John  and  Sy bill, 
or  Sybilla.  Some  of  his  biogra¬ 
phers  are  inclined  to  think  that  his 
father’s  name  was  Long,  and  others 
Perrot,  but  there  is  no  direfl  evi¬ 
dence  for  either  ;  and  we  know  by 
many  other  inftances  that  nothing 
was  more  uncertain  at  the  period 
of  his  birth  than  the  ftate  of  family 
names. 

His  parents  were  of  good  repu¬ 
tation  and  chara&er,  but  in  mean 
circumft  ances  when  he  was  born  • 
yet  from  the  number  of  his  con¬ 
temporary  relations,  whofe  names 
and  fituations  are  upon  record,  it 
is  probable  that  the  family  was  not 
of  mean  extraction.  Of  their  po¬ 
verty  there  is  lefs  reafon  to  doubt 
the  report,  as  they  could  not  afford 
to  give  their  fon  a  liberal  educa¬ 
tion.  He  foon,  however,  found 
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Uvedale,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Wykeham,  and  governor  of  Win. 
chefter  cafitle*  ;  who  mud  have 
difcovered  fome  talents  worth  im¬ 
proving,  f  nee  he  maintained  him 
at  Winchester  fchool,  where  he  was 
inftructed  in  grammatical  learn, 
ing,  and  where  he  gave  early  proofs 
of  piety  and  diligence,  employing 
his  Ieifure  hours  in  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  arithmetic,  mathe¬ 
matics,  logic,  divinity,  and  the 
canon  and  civil  law.  He  was  af¬ 
terwards  employed  by  his  patron, 
in  quality  of  fecretary,  and  either 
by  him,  or  by  Edyngdon,  Bifhop 
of  Winchefter,  or  by  both,  was 
recommended  to  the  notice  of  Ed¬ 
ward  III. 

This  circumftance,  however  ho¬ 
nourable  to  his  talents,  appears  to 
have  limited  the  progrefs  of  what 
was  then  deemed  education,  anddif- 
pofed  him  to  a  life  of  bufinefs  rather 
than  of  fitudy,  but  can  never  be  ad¬ 
vanced  to  jufitify  the  opinion,  that 
he  was  deficient  in  ufeful  learning. 
He  certainly  did  not  fhidy  at 
Oxford,  and  efeaped  the  contefts 
prevailing  between  the  difciples 
of  Occham  and  of  Duns  Scotus, 
which  feem  to  have  formed  the  only 
learning  then  in  vogue  :  but  that 
one  who  dignified  every  office,  civil, 
and  ecclefiafltical,  with  the  wifdom, 
talents,  and  popularity  of  Wyke. 
ham,  (hould  have  been  illiterate, 
is  an  abfurdity  too  grofs  to  require 
refutation,  and  would  have  paffed 
unnoticed,  had  it  not  been,  as  far 
as  his  architectural  abilities  are 
concerned,  in  fome  meafure  coun¬ 
tenanced  bv  Warton  f . 

He  was  about  twenty-two  or 
twenty-three  years  ol  age  when 


a  patron,  fuppofed  to  be  Nicholas 


*  See  at  difquifition  on  this  fubjeCt,  Gent.  Mag.  LXIV.  1172. 

4  Warton’s  Iliftory  of  Poetry,  vol.  II.  p.  306.  adopted  by  Dr.  Joieph  Warton  in 


\>pe’s  Works,  vol.  1.  p.  149 

Vol  LII.  or  Vol.  X. 


New  Series. 
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iirfi  introduced  at  court, but  in  what 
employment  has  not  been  after- 
tained,  although  it  was  probably 
of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe  which 
he  afterwards  fo  ably  filled.  There 
is  every  reafon  to  think  that  his 
fkill  in  drawing  recommended  him 
to  a  fovereign  who  was  bent  on 
adding  to  his  country  the  ornament 
and  utility  of  magnificent  and  du¬ 
rable  llruftures.  The  firft  office 
he  held,  or  the  firft  of  which  we 
read,  had  evidently  a  reference  to 
this  fubjed.  In  May,  1356,  he 
was  appointed  clerk  of  all  the 
king’s  works  at  the  caftle  and  in 
the  park  of  Windfor.  It  was  by 
his  advice  that  the  king  was  in¬ 
duced  to  pull  down  great  part  of 
this  caftle,  and  by  his  fkill  it  was 
rebuilt  nearly  in  the  manner  in 
which  we  find  it.  His  other  great 
work  was  Queenborough  caftle*  ; 
and  although  in  thefe  military 
ftrudtures  he  had  little  fcope  for 
the  genius  difplayed  afterwards  at 
Oxford  and  Winchefter,they  would 
have  been  fufficient  to  prove  he  had 
already  reached  that  degree  of  ar¬ 
chitectural  fkill  which  modern  art 
can  but  poorly  imitate. 

With  a  fovereign  of  Edward 
III.’s  magnificent  tafte,  it  was  but 
natural  that  Wykeham  fhould  now 
become  a  favourite  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  we  find  that  his  Majefty 
wifhed  to  diftinguifh  him  by  many 
marks  of  royal  favour.  In  order 
to  facilitate  this,  it  was  neceffary 
that  he  fhould  take  orders,  as  ecclc- 


ilaftical  promotion  was  more  par¬ 
ticularly  within  his  Majefty’s 
power,  where  the  Pope  did  not 
think  proper  to  interfere  :  but  this 
part  of  Wykeham’s  hiftory  is  not 
fo  clearly  detailed  as  could  be 
wifhed.  There  is,  on  the  contrary, 
feme  reafon  to  think  that  he  was 
in  the  church  before  he  had  given 
proof  of  his  talents  at  Windfor  and 
Queenborough,  In  all  the  patents 
for  the  offices  he  held,  he  is  ftyied 
Clericus ;  but,  as  his  biographi. 
pher  fuppofes,  he  had  as  yet  only 
the  clerical  tonfure,  or  fome  of  the 
lower  orders,  while  the  hiftorian 
of  Winch efter  thinks  he  was  or¬ 
dained  prieft  by  Bifhop  Edyngdon. 
The  firft  preferment  bellowed  on 
him  was  the  reCIory  of  Pulham  in 
Norfolk,  in  1357+;  an^  as 
court  of  Rome  threw  fome  obftacles 
in  the  way,  which  kept  him  for  a 
time  out  of  that  living,  the  king, 
in  1359,  granted  him  two  hundred 
pounds  a  year  over  and  above  all  his 
former  appointments, until  he  fhould 
get  quiet  poffeffion  of  Pulham,  or 
fome  other  benefice  to  the  value  of 
one  hundred  marks.  But  the  dif- 
proportion  between  the  worth  of 
the  living,  and  the  compenfation 
for  delay,  is  fo  very  linking,  as  to 
incline  us  to  think,  either  that  Dr. 
Lowth  has  by  miftake  inferred  two 
hundred  for  twenty  pounds  j  or  that 
the  king  took  this  opportunity  to 
fhew  a  fpecial  mark  of  his  favour, 
for  which  the  lofs  of  the  living 
fhould  be  the  oftenfible  motive  :  in 


'*  Of  this  caftle  there  are  now  no  remains,  except  the  moat,  and  a  well  in  the  middle 
of  the  lcite. 

t  By  the  notes  of  Dr.  Matthew  Hutton,  in  the  Harleian  Collection,  it  appears,  that 
in  the  fame  year  the  king  prelented  him  with  the  living  of  lrltede  in  the  diocefe  of 
Norfolk.  See  Gent.  Mag.  LV.  p.  189. 

+  Dr.  Hutton  fays  twenty  pounds  a  year,  which  very  probably  was  the  cafe.  A 
lilt  of  many  other  livings  held  at  various  times  by  our  prelate  is  given  under  the 
above  reference  in  the  Gent.  Mag.  See  alfo  p.  42b. 
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the  mean  time  he  was  prefented  to 
theprebcnd  ofFlixton  in  the  church 
of  Litchfield,  which  he  afterwards 
exchanged  for  fome  other  benefice  ; 
and  in  1 3 5^9  he  was  conftituted 
chief  warden  and  furveyor  of  the 
king’s  caftles  of  Windfor,  Leeds, 
Dover,  and  Hadlam,  and  of  the 
manors  of  Old  and  New  Windfor, 
Wichemer,and  feveral  other  caftles, 
manors,  and  houfes,  and  of  the  parks 
belonging  to  them.  In  1360,  the 
king  granted  him  the  deanery  of 
the  royal  free  chapel,  or  collegiate 
church  of  St.  Martin’s  le  Grand, 
London,  which  he  held  about  three 
years  ;  during  which  he  rebuilt,  at 
his  own  expence,  the  cloifter  of  the 
chapter-houfe,  and  the  body  of  the 
church.  This  is  the  firft  infiance 
on  record  in  which  he  is  noticed  as 
a  public  benefaCtor.  In  1361  he 
was  quietly  fettled  in  the  reCtory 
of  Pulham,  and  in  lefs  than  two 
years  received  many  other  ecclefi- 
aftical  preferments,  fpecified  by 
Dr.  Lowth.  The  annual  value  of 
his  livings,  for  fome  years  before 
he  became  Bifhop  of  Winchefter, 
amounted  to  eight  hundred  and 
forty-two  pounds,  but  “he  only 
received  the  revenues  of  the  church 
with  one  hand,  to  expend  them  in 
her  fervice  with  the  other*.” 

His  civil  promotions  were  not 
lefs  rapid  and  honourable.  He  was 
made  keeper  of  the  privy  feal  in 
1 364,  and  foon  after  fecretary  to 
the  king,  and  chief  of  the  privy 
council,  and  governor  of  the  great 
council.  Thefe  laft  terms  his  bio¬ 
grapher  fuppofes  were  not  titles  of 
office,  but  were  ufed  to  exprefs  the 
influence  he  now  poffefled  in  the 
management  of  affairs  of  ftate, 
and  which  was  fo  great,  that, 
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according  to  Froififart,  every  thing 
was  done  by  “  and  nothing  was 
done  without  him.” 

On  the  death  of  his  old  friend 
and  patron  William  de  Edyngdon, 
Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  in  1366, 
Wykeham  was  immediately  and 
unanimoufly  elected  by  the  prior 
and  convent  to  fucceed  him.  Some 
delay  having  taken  place  before  he 
could  be  admitted  into  poffeffion, 
it  has  been  fuppofed  that  he  was 
objected  to  by  the  king  on  account 
of  his  want  of  learning.  But  this 
is  utterly  deftitute  of  foundation, 
as  it  was  by  the  king’s  exprefs  de-. 
fire  that  he  waschofen  ;  and,  what 
is  yet  more  in  point,  the  pope’s 
bull,  contrary  to  the  official  lan¬ 
guage  ufed  at  that  time,  in  which 
there  was  frequently  no  mention 
of  learning,  declares,  that  Wyke¬ 
ham  was  recommended  to  his  holi¬ 
ness  ,  “  by  the  teftimony  of  many 
perfons  worthy  of  credit,  for  his 
knowledge  of  letters,  his  probity 
of  life  and  manners,  and  his  pru¬ 
dence  and  circumfpeCtion  in  affairs 
both  fpiritual  and  temporal.”  The 
real  caufe  of  the  delay  is  ft  a  ted  at 
great  length  by  Dr.  Lowth,  and 
depended  on  circumftances  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  hiftory  of  that  age,  con¬ 
nected  with  the  general  ftate  of 
ecclefiaftical  patronage. 

His  advancement  to  the  bifhop- 
ric  was  followed  by  his  being  ap¬ 
pointed  chancellor  of  England.  In 
his  fpeeches  to  parliament,  it  has 
been  obferved  that  he  innovated  on 
the  praCtice  of  his  clerical  prede- 
cefibrs,  whofe  oratory  favoured 
more  of  the  pulpit  than  the  bench, 
by  introducing  a  ftyle  and  manner 
wholly  political.  In  1371;  when 
the  parliament,  become  jealous  of 


*  Milner’s  Hiftory  of  Winchefter,  edit.  1809.  srol.  I.  p.  293, 
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churchmen;  requefted  that  fecu- 
lar  men  only  fhould  be  appointed 
to  offices  of  ftate,  Wykeham  re- 
figned  the  feal,  but  without  any 
lofs  of  favour  on  the  part  of  the 
King,  the  commons,  or  the  public 
at  large.  The  King  was  obliged 
Co  comply  with  the  requeft  to  dif- 
mifs  churchmen  from  the  high  offi¬ 
ces  of  ftate,  but  foon  found  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  the  only 
perfons  of  that  age  whofe  educa¬ 
tion  and  talents  feemed  to  fit  them 
:for  fuch  preferments. 

Soon  after  his  being  fettled  in 
the  bilhopric  of  Winchefter,  he  be¬ 
gan  to  employ  his  architectural 
fkill  in  the  repairs  of  the  cathedral, 
the  whole  expence  of  which  was 
defrayed  by  himfelf ;  but  his  more 
enlarged  defigns  for  this  edifice 
were  not  executed  for  fome  years 
after  this.  The  care  he  bellowed 
on  other  parts  of  his  epifcopal 
duty,  in  reforming  abufes,  and 
eftablifhing  difeipline,  was  highly 
exemplary  ;  and,  in  the  cafe  of 
his  vifitation  of  the  hofpital  of  St.( 
Crofs,  involved  him  in  a  long  and 
troublefome  difpute,  which  ended 
greatly  to  the  benefit  of  that  in- 
ftitution,  and  clearly  to  the  honour 
of  his  firmnefs,  judgment,  and  in¬ 
tegrity.  His  mind  appears  now  to 
have  been  deeply  impreffed  by 
fentiments  of  enlarged  liberality, 
and  wholly  influenced  by  thofe 
motives  which  determined  him  to 
become  a  benefaClor  to  his  coun¬ 
try  on  a  moft  magnificent  feale. 

The  foundation  of  a  college,  or 
of  fome  inftitution  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  yotith,  had  probably  been 
revolved  for  a  confiderabie'  time. 
About  two  years  after  he  entered 
on  the  bilhopric  of  Winchefter,  he 
began  to  make  purchafes  in  the  city 
of  Oxford.  As  early  as  the  year 


1 3  73,  he  eftablifhed  a  fchool  at 
Winchefter,  in  which  he  placed 
certain  poor  fcholars,  who  were  to 
be  inftrucled  in  grammatical  learn¬ 
ing  by  one  Richard  de  Herton, 
with  an  affiftant.  But  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  generous  plan  was  for 
fome  time  impeded  by  the  intrigues 
of  a  party,  headed  by  the  Duke 
of  Lancafter,  in  the  laft  year  of 
the  reign  of  Wykeham’s  friend 
and  mailer,  Edward  III.  An  ac- 
cufation,  branching  into  eight  ar¬ 
ticles,  was  brought  againft  him  ; 
but  upon  a  fair  trial  feven  were 
found  deftitute  of  proof,  and  the 
eighth  only  was  laid  holdtof  as  a 
pretext  for  feizing  into  the  King’s 
hands  the  temporalities  of  the  Bi- 
fhopric  of  Winchefter,  excluding 
the  bifhop  from  parliament,  and  re¬ 
moving  him  from  court.  A  mea- 
fure  fo  violent,  and  juftified  upon 
fuch  flight  grounds,  was  not  to  be 
overlooked  even  in  thofe  days  of 
popular  acquiefcence.  At  the  en- 
fuing  convocation,  the  bifhop  of 
London,  William  Courtney,  had 
the  fpirit  to  oppofe  any  fubfidy  to 
the  King  until  fatisfadlion  lhould 
be  made  for  the  injury  done  to  the 
whole  body  of  the  clergy,  in  the 
perfon  of  the  Bifhop  of  Winchef¬ 
ter  ;  and  he  was  fo  firmly  fupported 
by  the  convocation,  that  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  though  a 
warm  partizan  of  the  Duke  of 
Lancafter,  was  obliged  to  admit 
Wykeham  into  their  afiembly, 
where  he  was  received  by  every 
member  with  all  pofilble  marks  of 
refpedl.  Nor  was  he  lefs  a  favou¬ 
rite  with  the  people,  who,  when 
they  rofe  in  the  affair  of  Wick- 
liffe,  demanded  that  the  Duke  of 
Lancafter  fhould  allow  the  Bifhop 
to  be  brought  to  a  fair  trial. 
Wykeham  was  foon  after  rellored 
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to  his  temporalities,  but  with  the 
ungracious  condition,  that  he  fhould 
fit  out  three  fhips  of  war  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  time,  or,  if  they  were  not 
wanted,  pay  the  amount  of  the 
probable  expence  to  the  King— 
that  King — who  had  formerly 
heaped  fo  many  marks  of  favour 
on  him,  but  who,  although  in 
fome  meafure  reconciled  to  him, 
was  too  much  enflaved  by  a  party 
to  a  ft  with  his  wonted  liberality. 

Edward  III.  died  June  21, 
1377:  and  on  the  acceffion  of 
Richard  II.  Wykeham  was  re¬ 
leafed  from  all  his  difficulties,  and, 
by  a  folemn  declaration  of  the 
privy  council,  in  oft  honourably 
acquitted  of  the  accufations  for¬ 
merly  preferred  againft  him  by  the 
Lancafter  party.  This  new  reign, 
however,  was  a  period  of  turbu¬ 
lence,  fadion,  and  bloodfhed ; 
and  it  required  all  the  wifdom  and 
eircumfpedion  of  his  fteady  mind 
to  preferve  the  favour  of  the  King, 
and  the  confidence  of  the  people. 
Yet  in  both  he  was  in  a,  confider- 
able  degree  fuccefsful.  It  was  not 
long  before  the  parliament  ap¬ 
pointed  him  one  of  the  commif- 
fioners  to  enquire  into  the  abufes 
of  the  former  reign  ;  and  in  their 
other  proceedings  they  appear  to 
have  looked  up  to  him  as  a  ftatef- 
man  of  inflexible  integrity  :  nor 
was  he  lefs  confultcd  in  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  difficulty  by  the  King  and 
council.  But  notwithftanding  fuch 
encouragement,  the  part  he  had  to 
ad  was  extremely  arduous  ;  and 
the  new  reign  was  diftraded  by 
contending  fadions,  and  in  the 
conflid  of  fadions,  men  of  inde¬ 
pendent  minds  can  feldom  be  fafe  : 
but  what  rendered  the  danger 
greater,  was,  that  the  King,  as 
he  grew  up,  liftened  more  to  flat¬ 


terers  and  favourites,  than  to  the 
legitimate  advifers  of  the  crown. 

When  Richard  affumed  the  reins 
of  government,  on  coming  of  age, 
one  of  his  firft  meafures  was  to  ap¬ 
point  Wykeham  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  to  difmifs  the  adminiftration 
which  had  the  care  of  public  afl. 
fairs  during  his  minority.  The 
new  minifters,  however,  unwilling 
to  be  fufpeded  of  owing  their  ap¬ 
pointment  to  a  fit  of  caprice,  after 
a  fhort  time  profeffed  to  refign, 
that  their  condud  might  be  inves¬ 
tigated  in  parliament ;  and  what 
they  ‘  wifhed  adually  happened. 
The  Commons  declared  in  favour 
of  their  condud,  and  they  were 
all  reftored.  In  conjundion  with 
them,  Wykeham  had  the  fatis- 
fadion  of  being  very  inftrumental 
in  promoting  public  tranquillity, 
until  his  relignation  of  the  great 
feal  in  1391.  After  this  he  feems 
to  have  kept  at  a  diftance  from 
the  management  of  public  affairs, 
and  thus  avoided  the  rifle  of  coun- 
tenancing  thofe  ruinous  proceed¬ 
ings  which  led  to  the  depofition  of 
the  King.  During  the  Succeeding 
reign  his  age  and  infirmities  af¬ 
forded  an  excufe  for  his  no  longer 
attending  as  a  peer  of  parliament. 

If  we  confider  the  importance 
of  the  undertaking  begun  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  and  conneded  with  a  ftmilar 
plan  at  Winchefter,  it  will  not  ap¬ 
pear  furprifing  that  he  fhould,  du¬ 
ring  the  greater  part  of  the  reign  of 
Richard  II.  have  been  difpofed  to 
bellow  his  whole  attention  on  ob- 
jeds  fo  dear  to  his  heart.  What 
he  projeded  was  certainly  fufficient 
for  the  attention  of  any  one  man,  and 
enough  to  immortalize  the  greateft* 
The  defign,  as  Biftiop  Lowth  has 
elegantly  exprefled  it,  was  noble, 
uniform,  and  complete.  “  It  was 
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no  lefs  than  to  provide  for  the  per¬ 
petual  maintenance  and  inftrudlion 
of  two  hundred  fcholars  ;  to  af¬ 
ford  them  a  liberal  fupport,  and  to 
lead  them  through  a  perfect  courfe 
of  education,  from  the  firft  ele¬ 
ment*  of  letters,  through  the  whole 
circle  of  fciences ;  from  the  lowed 
clafa  of  grammatical  learning,  to 
the  highed  degree  in  the  feveral 
faculties. 

A  defign  fo  enlarged,  fo  compre- 
Jiepfive,  fo  munificent,  had  not 
yet  been  conceived  by  the  mod  il- 
ludrious  of  our  Englifh  founders. 
In  bringing  it  to  perfe&ion,  we 
have  not  only  to  admire  the  gene- 
rofity  which  fupplied  the  means, 
(for  opulence  may  fometimes  be  li¬ 
beral  at  a  fmall  expence)  but  that 
grafp  of  mind  which  at  once  plan,. 
Tied  and  executed  all  that  can  be 
conceived  mod  difficult  in  fuch  a 
vad  undertaking,  and  which  en¬ 
abled  him  tofhine  with  equal  ludre 
as  benefactor,  legillator,  and  ar¬ 
chitect,  and  give  a  lefifon  and  ex¬ 
ample  which  could  never  be  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  the  wifed  of  his  pof- 
terity. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned, 
that  in  the  year  1373,  he  had  be¬ 
gun  his  preparatory  fchool  at  Win- 
cheder,  and  about  the  fame  time, 
having  purchafed  tenements  for 
the  purpofe,  he  edablifhed  a  fimi- 
lar  inditution  at  Oxford,  appoint- 
ing  a  governor,  and  aCting  in  other 
refpeCts  towards  his  infant  fociety 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  its  conllitu- 
tion  might  be  matured  by  rhe  ted 
of  experience,  and  “  that  the  life 
and  foul,  as  it  were,  might  be 
ready  to  inform  and  animate  the 
body  of  his  college,  as  foon  as  it 
could  be  finifhed." 


Within  lefs  than  three  years 
from  the  commencement  of  his 
plan,  the  fociety  confided  of  a 
warden,  and  feventy  fellows,  who 
were  called  Pauperes  Scholares 
Venerabilis  Domini  Domini  Wil- 
helmi  de  Wykeham  Wynton,  Epif- 
copi.  The  warden  had  a  falary  of 
20 /.  a  year,  and  the  fellows  were 
lodged  in  the  places  hired  for  them, 
and  then  known  by  the  names  of 
Blake-hall,  Hart-hall,  Schilde-hall, 
Maydcn-hall,  and  Hammer-hall. 
The  annual  expence  amounted  to 
10/.  13/.  4 d,  and  each  was  allowed 
is.  6d.  a  week  for  commons.  In 
1379,  having  completed  the  feve¬ 
ral  purchafes  of  land  neceflfary  for 
the  fiteof  the  college,  he  obtained 
the  King's  patent,  or  licence,  to 
found,  dated  June  30,  of  that 
year.  And  likewife  the  Pope’s 
bull  to  the  fame  effedl.  In  his 
charter  of  foundation,  which  he 
publifhed  onNovember  26,  follow¬ 
ing,  his  college  is  entitled,  Seinte 
Marie  College  of  Wynchedre,  in 
Oxenford.  But  it  is  rather  re¬ 
markable  that  the  name  of  New 
College,  which  was  then  given  in 
common  fpeech  without  much  im¬ 
propriety,  fhould  be  by  fome 
means  continued  until  the  prefen t 
day,  when  it  is  in  reality  the  old- 
ed  as  to  its  principal  buildings, 
and  the  feventh  in  order  of  foun¬ 
dation.  The  foundation  done  was 
laid  March  5th,  1380,  and  the 
whole  completed  in  fix  years  j  and 
April  14,  1386,  the  fociety  took 
pofleffion  by  a  public  entrance,  ac¬ 
companied  with  much  folemnity. 

According  to  foe  datutes,  the 
fociety  confided  of  a  warden,  and 
feventy  poor  fcholars  *,  clerks, 
dudents  in  theology,  canon  and 


civil 

*  Among  the  feventy  poor  fcholars,  the  founder  orders  that  his  next  of  kin  fliould 
have  the  preference,  and  that  immediately  on  their  admiilion  they  fliould  become 

fellows 
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civil  law,  and  philofopliy  ;  twenty 
were  appointed  to  the  ftudy  of 
laws,  ten  of  them  to  that  of 
the  common,  and  ten  to  that  of 
civil  law  ;  the  remaining  fifty 
were  to  apply  themfelves  to  philo- 
fophy,  or  arts,  and  theology  ; 
two  to  the  ftudy  of  medicine,  and 
two  to  aftronomy  ;  all  of  whom 
were  obliged  to  be  in  prieft’s  or¬ 
ders  within  a  certain  time,  except 
ir  cafe  of  lawful  impediment.  Be- 
fides  thefe  there  were  ten  priefts, 
three  clerks,  and  fixteen  hoys,  or 
chorifters,  to  minifter  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  chapel.  The  body  of 
the  ftatutes,  which  was  entirely  of 
his  compofition,  underwent  many 
revifions  and  corredf  ions,  the  refult 
of  experience  and  profound  think¬ 
ing  on  a  fubjeff  which  appears  to 
have  engrafted  his  whole  mind, 
and  although  feme  of  the  latter  re- 
vifionsleft  an  opening  for  irregula¬ 
rities  which  the  fociety  have  not 
always  been  able  to  prevent,  thefe 
ftatutes,  upon  the  whole,  are  con- 
fidered  as  highly  judicious  and  com¬ 
plete,  and  have  been  very  clofely 
copied  by  fucceeding  founders  *. 

During  the  progrefs  of  the 
building,  he  eftabliflied,  in  form, 
that  fociety  at  Winchefter,  which 
was  to  fupply  New  College  with 
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Its  members.  The  charter  of 
foundation  is  dated  Ofiober  20, 
1382,  and  the  college  named  Sei/cte 
Marie  College  of  V/ynchefirc.  The 
year  after  New  College  was 
linifhed,  he  began  this  other  upon 
the  fire  where  ftood  the  fchool 
at  which  he  received  his  early 
education.  This  likewife  was 
completed  in  fix  years,  with  a 
magnificence  fcarcely  inferior  to 
that  of  New  College,  and  was 
opened  for  the  reception  of  its  in¬ 
tended  inhabitants,  March  28, 

1 393 -  The  fociety  refembles  that 
of  his  other  inftitution,  confiding 
of  a  warden,  feventy  fcholars,  to  be 
inftrudled  in  grammatical  learning, 
ten  fecular  priefts,  perpetual  fel¬ 
lows,  three  priefts*  chapiains,  three 
clerks,  and  fixteen  chorifters;  and 
for  the  inftrudlion  of  the  fcholars, 
a  fchool m after,  and  an  under-maf- 
ter,  or  ufher.  We  have  already 
feen  that  the  founder  of  Queen’s, 
by  his  twelve  fellows  and  difciples, 
intended  to  allude  to  the  apoftles 
and  difciples.  The  hiftorian  of 
Winchefter  informs  us,  that  the  fame 
defign  entered  into  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  Wykeham.  The  warden 
and  ten  priefts  reprefented  the 
Apoftles,  with  the  omiflion  of 
Judas :  the  head  mailer  and  fecond 


fellows,  without  undergoing  the  twoyearsof  probation,  as  is  the  cafe  with  the  others  : 
and  even  fhould  there  be  no  vacancies  at  New  College,  thej7-  are  allowed  to  ftay  at 
the  College  at  Winchefter  till  they  have  attained  their  thirtieth  year,  for  the  chance 
of  a  vacancy,  provided  they  have  good  characters,  and  have  been  proved  by  the 
electors  to  be  fufficientiy  verfed  in  grammar.  By  the  injunctions  of  v  Hi  tors,  the  , 
number  of  founder's  kin,  as  eligible  for  New  College,  is  now  confined  to  two;  but 
in  delect  of  Inch  kinfmen  only,  the  choice  by  the  founder  was  extended  to  others, 
according  to  the  counties  directed  in  the  liatute,  from  which  boys  M  ere  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  upon  the  foundation  at  Winchefter. 

*  Particularly  Henry  VI.  who  founded  the  two  colleges  of  Eton,  and  King’s  Col¬ 
lege,  Cambridge,  entirely  upon  Wykeham’s  plan,  tranferibing  the  iiatutes  of  the 
latter,  without  any  material  alteration.  In  1464,  a  treaty  of  union  for  mutual  de¬ 
fence  was  concluded  between  thefe  two  colleges  and  Wykeham’s.  It  was  entitled, 

*l  concordia  amicabilis  live  compofitio  Collegiorum  Regalium  Cantabrigia?  etEtonae  et 
\\  iecham-icorum  Oxon,  et  prope  Winton.” 

[T  t  4  j  matter. 
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mailer,  with  the  feventy  fcholars, 
denoted  the  feventy-two  Difciples, 
as  in  the  Vulgate  ;  for  the  Engliih 
Bible,  which  is  tranflated  from  the 
Greek,  has  only  feventy :  the 
three  chaplains  and  three  inferior 
clerks,  marked  the  fix  faithful 
Deaeons ;  Nicholas,  one  of  the 
number,  having  apoilatized,  has 
therefore  no  representative :  and 
the  fixteen  chorifters  reprefented 
the  four  greater  and  the  twelve 
minor  Prophets  * * * §. 

From  this  fchool  the  fociety  at 
Oxford  was  to  be  fupplied  with 
proper  fubje&s  by  election  ;  and 
the  college  at  Winchefter  was  to 
be  always  fubordinate,  both  in 
government  and  difcinline,  ufe  and 
deiign,  to  that  at  Oxford,  and 
fubjedl  to  a  yearly  vifitation  from 
the  warden  and  two  fellows  of  the 
latter.  This  vifitation,  and  the 
annual  elections  from  Winchefter 
and  New  College,  generally  takes 
place  in  July  4.  The  warden 
of  Winchefter  is  elected  by  the 
fellows  of  New  College,  who,  for 
fome  years,  chofe  their  own  war¬ 
den  for  that  office  ;  but  in  Wyke- 
ham’s  time,  and  for  many  years 
after,  the  wardenfhip  of  New 
College  was  far  fuperior  in  value 
The  firft  inftance  of  a  warden  of 
New  College  being  preferred  to 
Winchefter,  is  that  of  Dr.  Nicho¬ 
las,  in  1679,  and  the  laft  Dr.  Coxed. 


Among  the  fpecial  privileges  fe- 
cured  by  the  founder  to  New  Col¬ 
lege,  one  was,  that  the  fellows 
fhould  be  admitted  to  all  degrees 
in  the  univerfity  without  afking 
any  grace  of  the  congregation  of 
makers,  or  undergoing  any  exami¬ 
nation  for  them  in  the  public 
fchools,  provided  they  were  ex¬ 
amined  in  their  own  college,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  form  of  the  univer¬ 
fity,  and  had  their  graces  given 
them  in  the  fame  manner  by  the 
government  of  the  houfe  §.  In 
1608  this  was  diluted  ;  but  Arch- 
bifhop  Bancroft,  then  Chancellor 
of  the  univerfity,  decided  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  college. 

Wykeham  lived  long  enough  to 
witnefs  the  profperity  of  both  his 
inftitutions,  and  almoft  to  fee 
others  emanating  from  them.  He 
died  in  1404,  in  his  80th  year, 
leaving  in  his  will  a  continuation 
of  thofc  adts  of  munificence  and 
pious  charity  which  he  had  began 
in  his  life.  He  was  interred  in 
the  beautiful  chantry  which  he 
had  built  for  himfelf  in  Winchef¬ 
ter  Cathedral.  In  this  cathedral 
we  fee  the  triumphs  of  his  {kill  in 
the  main  body  of  the  edifice,  from 
the  tower  to  the  weft  end,  but 
more  particularly  in  his  chantry, 
which,  with  his  monument,  is 
kept  in  repair  at  the  joint  expence 
of  his  two  colleges  jj. 


*  Milner,  vol.  ii.  p.  133,  134. 

f  The  founder  enjoins  the  election  (o  be  at  any  time  between  Thomas  a  Bechet’s 
day  and  the  firft  of  October  following. 

+  This  fuperiority  is  again  reftored,  and  the  three  laft  wardens  of  Winchefter 
were  not  wardens  of  New  College. 

§  I  have  been  informed  that  privilege  was  obtained  in  confequence  of  a  purchafe 
made  by  the  founder  from  the  univerfity. 

||  There  are  feveral  paintings  and  fculptures  of  Wykeham  in  New  College.  The 
latter  over  the  gateway  tower,  the  entrance  to  the  hall,  &c.  were  probably  eoeval 
■with  the  collea-e.  In  the  common  room  is  an  ancient  portrait,  and  one  apparently 
ancient,  but  different  in  features,  in  the  wardens’  lodgings,  which,  however,  I  fufpeit 
to  be  a  copy.  There  is  one,  not  unlike  it  in  features,  at  Winchefter. 

The 
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The  Life  ef  Archhijhop  Chichele • 

(F  rom  the  fame.) 

Henry  Chichele,  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  the  firft  imitator  of 
William  ofWjkeham,  and  founder 
of  this  noble  eftabliftiment,  was 
born,  probably  in  136$,  at  Hig- 
ham-Ferrars,  in  Northamptonfhire, 
of  parents  who,  if  not  diftinguifhed 
by  their  opulence,  were  at  lead: 
enabled  to  place  their  children  in 
fituations  which  qualified  them  for 
promotion  in  civil  and  political 
life.  Their  fons,  Robert  and 
Thomas,  rofe  to  the  higheft  digni¬ 
ties  in  the  magiftracy  of  London  ; 
and  Henry,  the  fubjetft  of  this  me¬ 
moir,  was,  at  a  fuitable  age,  placed 
at  Winchefter  fchool,  and  thence 
removed  to  New  College,  where 
he  ftudied  the  civil  and  common 
law.  Of  his  proficiency  there  we 
have  little  information  ;  but  the 
progrefs  of  his  advancement  indi¬ 
cates  that  he  foon  acquired  diftinc- 
tion,  and  conciliated  the  affe&ion 
of  the  firft  patrons  of  the  age  *. 
From  1392  to  1407,  he  can  be 
traced  through  various  ecclefiaftical 
preferments  and  dignities,  for  fome 
at  leaft  of  which  he  was  indebted  to 
Richard  Matford,  Biftiop  of  Salis¬ 
bury  -  This  valuable  friend  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  lofe  in  the  laft 
mentioned  year;  but  his  reputation 
was  fo  firmly  eftablifhed,  that 
King  Henry  VI.  about  this  time 
employed  him  on  an  embaffy  to 
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Pope  Innocent  VII,  on  another  to 
the  court  of  France,  and  on  a  third 
to  Pope  Gregory  XII.  who  was 
fo  much  pleafed  with  his  conduft, 
as  to  prefent  him  to  the  bifhoprick 
of  St.  David's,  which  happened 
to  become  vacant  during  his  refi- 
dence  at  the  Apoftolic  court  in 
140S.  In  the  following  year  he 
was  deputed  along  with  Hallum, 
Biftiop  of  Salifibury,  and  Chilling- 
don,  Prior  of  Canterbury,  to  re- 
prefent  England  in  the  Council  of 
Pifa,  which  was  convoked  to  fettle 
the  difputed  pretenfions  of  the 
Popes  Gregory  and  Benedict,  both 
of  whom  were  depofed,  and  Alex¬ 
ander  V.  chofen  in  their  room,  who 
had  once  ftudied  at  Oxford. 

On  our  founder's  return,  he  pafled 
fome  months  in  difcharging  the 
fun&ions  of  his  diocefe.  In  May 
1410,  he  was  again  fent  to  France, 
with  other  negotiators,  to  obtain 
a  renewal  of  the  truce  between  the 
two  kingdoms ;  but  this  was  not 
accompliftied  until  the  year  follow¬ 
ing,  nor  without  confiderable  dif¬ 
ficulties.  For  nearly  two  years 
after  this  we  find  him  refiding  on 
his  diocefe,  or  paying  occafional 
vifits  to  the  metropolis,  which  his 
high  charafter  as  a  ftatefman  ren¬ 
dered  no  lefs  neceftary  than  grate¬ 
ful  to  his  royal  mafter. 

On  the  accefiion  of  Henry  V.  he 
was  again  confulted  and  employed 
in  many  political  meafures,  and 
appears  to  have  completely  acquir¬ 
ed  the  confidence  of  the  new  fore 


*  Wood  fays  be  was  made  perpetual  Fellow  of  New  College,  in  13S7,  and  after¬ 
wards  received  the  degree  of  Dr.  of  the  civil  law.  Mr.  Gutch  thinks  his  fellowlhip 
ot  a  much  earlier  date,  as  he  was  made  Bachelor  of  laws  in  1588.  The  life  of  Chi¬ 
chele,  written  by  Hoveden,  one  of  the  wardens,  and  another  fuppofed  to  be  written 
by  Dr.  Warner,  alio  warden,  exift  in  MSS.  That  publdhed  in  1617  by  J)r.  Duck  is 
more  accurate,  hut  is  now  fuperfeded  by  the  copious  and  elegant  life,  publifhed  in 
1733,  by  Mr.  Oliph.  Leigh  Spencer,  a  Fellow  of  theTociety. 
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reign,  who  fent  him  a  third  time 
into  France,  on  the  fubjed  of 
peace.  The  English  were  at  this 
time  in  pofTefiion  of  forme  of  the 
territories  of  that  country  ;  a  cir- 
eumftanee  which  rendered  every 
treaty  of  peace  infecure,  and  cre¬ 
ated  perpetual  jealoufies  and  efforts 
towards  emancipation  on  the  part 
of  the  French. 

Jn  the  fpring  of  1414,  Chichele 
fucceeded  Arundel,  as  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  which  he  at  firft 
refufed  in  deference  to  the  Pope  ; 
but  on  the  pontiff's  acceding  to  the 
eledion  made  by  the  prior  and 
monks,  he  was  put  in  complete 
pofTefiion,  and  foon  had  occafion  to 
exert  the  whole  of  his  talents  and 
influence  to  preferve  the  revenues 
of  the  Church,  which  the  parlia¬ 
ment  had  more  than  once  advifed 
the  king  to  take  into  his  own 
hands.  The  time  was  critical  ;  the 
king  had  made  demands  on  the 
court  of  France,  which  promifed 
to  end  in  hoflilities,  and  large  fup- 
plies  were  wanted.  The  clergy, 
alarmed  for  the  whole,  agreed  to 
give  up  a  part  of  their  poffefTions  *» 
and  Chichele  undertook  to  lay  their 
offer  before  parliament,  and,  as  far 
as  eloquence  could  go,  to  render  it 
fatisfadory,  to  that  affembly.  It 
is  here  that  hiftorians  have  taken 
occafion  to  cenfure  his  conduct,  and 
to  reprefen  t  him  as  precipitating 
the  king  into  a  war  with  France 
in  order  to  divert  his  attention  from 
the  Church.  But  while  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  he  ftrongly  recommended 
the  recovery  of  Henry's  hereditary- 


dominions  in  France,  and  the  vin¬ 
dication  of  his  title  to  that  crown, 
it  is  equally  certain  that  this  was 
a  difpofition  which  he  rather  found 
than  created  ;  and  in  what  manner 
he  could  have  thwarted  it,  if  fuch 
is  to  be  fuppofed  the  wifer  and  bet¬ 
ter  courfe,  cannot  be  determined, 
without  a  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  ftate  of  parties  than  is  now 
practicable.  The  war,  however, 
was  eminently  fuccefsful,  and  the 
battle  of  Agincourt  gratified  the 
utmoft  hopes  of  the  nation,  and  has 
ever  fmee  been  2  proud  memento  of 
its  valour.  During  this  period, 
befides  taking  the  lead  in  political 
and  ecclefiaftical  meafures  at  home, 
Chichele  twice  accompanied  the 
king's  camp  in  France. 

After  the  death  of  Henry  V.  in 
1422,  and  the  appointment  of 
Humphrey,  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  to 
be  Regent  during  the  minority  of 
Henry  VI,  Chichele  retired  to  his 
province  and  began  to  vifit  the  fe~ 
veral  diocefes  included  in  it,  care¬ 
fully  enquiring  into  the  ftate  of 
morals  and  religion.  The  princi¬ 
ples  of  Wickliffe  had  made  confi- 
derable  progrefs  ;  and  it  was  to 
them  chiefly  that  the  indifference 
of  the  public  towards  theeftabiifhed 
clergy,  and  the  efforts  which  had 
been  made  to  alienate  their  reve¬ 
nues,  were  attributed.  Officially, 
therefore,  we  are  not  to  wonder 
that  Chichele,  educated  in  all  the 
prejudices  of  the  times,  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  check  the  growing  herefy,  as 
it  was  called  ;  but  from  the  filence 
of  Fox  on  the  fubjed,  there  is 


*  All  the  alien  priories  Mere  given  to  the  king,  with  all  their  lands  and  revenues, 
but  the  greater  part  of  them  were  itill  continued  for  facred  ufes,  beftowed  on  monas¬ 
teries  and  colleges.  Some,  it  will  be  leen,  were  beftowed  on  this  college.  Thefe 
alien  priories  were  cells  to  foreign  monaiteries.  See  Nichols’s  Hiliory  of  Alien  Prio¬ 
ries.  Tanner's  preface  to  his  Nothin  Moiutflica,  Burn,  &c. 
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reafon  to  hope  that  his  perfonal  in¬ 
terference  was  far  more  gentle  than 
his  predeceffor  Arundel.  On  the 
other  hand,  hiftory  has  done  ample 
juftice  to  the  fpirit  with  which  he 
refilled  the  affumed  power  of  the 
Pope  in  the  difpolition  of  ecclefiaf- 
tical  preferments,  and  alferted  the 
privileges  of  the  Englifti  Church. 
In  all  this  he  was  fupported  by  the 
nation  at  large,  by  a  majority  of 
the  bilhops,  and  by  the  Univerfity 
of  Oxford  ;  nor  at  this  time  was 
more  zeal  {hewn  againft  the  Lol¬ 
lards,  or  firft  Protellants,  than 
againft  the  court  of  Rome.  Among 
the  vindications  of  Chichele’s  cha¬ 
racter  from  the  imputations  thrown 
upon  it  by  the  agents  of  the  Pope, 
that  of  our  univerfity  mull  not  be 
omitted.  They  told  the  Pope, 
that,  ((  Chichele  flood  in  the  fanc- 
tuary  of  God  as  a  firm  wall  that 
herefy  could  not  fhake,  nor  fimony 
undermine ;  and  that  he  was  the 
darling  of  the  people,  and  the  fofter 
parent  of  the  clergy.”  Thefe  re- 
monftrances,  however,  were  unfa- 
tisfadlory  to  the  proud  and  reftlefs 
fpirit  of  Martin  V,  but  after  he 
had  for  fome  time  kept  the  terrors 
of  an  inrerdiCl  hanging  over  the 
nation,  the  difpute  was  dropped 
without  concefiion  on  either  fide, 
and  the  death  of  this  Pope,  foon 
after,  releafed  the  archbilhop  from 
farther  vexation. 

He  was  now  advancing  in  years  ; 
and  while  he  employed  his  time  in 
promoting  the  interefts  of  his  pro¬ 
vince,  he  conceived  the  plan  of 
founding  a  college  in  Oxford, 
which  he  lived  to  accomplilh  on  a 
very  magnificent  fcale.  One  bene¬ 
fit  he  conferred,  about  the  fame 
time,  of  a  more  general  importance 
to  both  univerfities.  During  the 
fittings  of  one  of  the  convocations, 


in  1438,  the  univerfities  prefented 
a  remonftrance,  Hating  the  griev¬ 
ances  they  laboured  under  from 
wars,  want  of  revenues,  and  the 
negleCt  of  their  members  in  the  dif- 
pofal  of  church  livings.  Chichele 
immediately  procured  a  decree, 
that  all  eccleflaftical  patrons  fhould, 
for  ten  years  to  come,  confer  the 
benefices  in  their  gifts,  on  members 
of  either  univerfity  exclufively  % 
and  that  vicars-general,  commif- 
faries,  and  officials  fhould  be  cho- 
fen  out  of  the  graduates  in  civil 
and  common  law. 

He  had  now  held  eighteen  fy- 
nods,  in  all  of  which  he  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  as  the  guardian  of 
the  Church ;  and  was  eminently 
fuccefsful  in  conciliating  the  par¬ 
liament  and  nation,  by  fuch  grants 
on  the  part  of  the  clergy,  as  fhewed 
a  readinefs,  proportioned  to  their 
ability,  to  fupport  the  interefts  of 
the  crown  and  people,1  The  moft 
noted  of  his  conftitutions  were 
thofe  by  which  he  enjoined  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  feftivals,  regulated  the 
probates  of  wills,  provided  againft 
falfe  weights,  and  augmented  the 
fti,  --ends  of  vicars.  That  which  is 
moft  to  be  regretted  was  his  infti- 
tuting  a  kind  of  inquilition  againft 
Lollardifm. 

In  1442,  he  applied  to  Pope  Eu- 
genius  for  an  indulgence  to  refign 
his  office  into  more  able  hands,  be¬ 
ing  now  nearly  eighty  years  old, 
and,  as  he  pathetically  urges, 
(i  heavy  laden,  aged,  infirm,  and 
weak  beyond  meafure.”  He  en¬ 
treats  that  he  may  be  releafed  from 
a  burthen  which  he  was  no  longer 
able  to  fupport  either  with  eafe  to 
himfelf,  or  advantage  to  others. 
He  died,  however,  before  the  iffue 
of  this  application  could  be  known, 
on  the  1 2th  of  April,  1443,  and 
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was  interred  with  great  folemnity 
in  the  cathedral  of  Canterbury,  un¬ 
der  a  monument  of  exquifite  work- 
manlhip,  built  by  himfelf.  As  a 
further  mark  of  refpeft,  the  prior 
and  monks  decreed,  that  no  perfon 
befide  fhould  be  buried  in  that  part 
of  the  chancel  where  his  remains 
were  depofited. 

His  charaftcr,  when  affimilated 
to  that  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 
is  not  without  a  portion  of  the 
dark  fentiment,  and  barbarous  fpi- 
rit  of  perfection,  which  obftruded 
the  Reformation  ;  but  on  every  oc¬ 
casion  where  he  dared  to  exert  na¬ 
tive  talents  and  fuperior  powers  of 
thinking,  we  difcover  the  mea- 
fures  of  an  enlightened  ftatefman, 
and  that  liberal  and  benevolent  dil- 
pofition  which  would  confer  cele¬ 
brity  in  the  brighteft  periods  of  our 
hiftory. 

The  foundation  of  All  Souls* 
College  is  not  the  firft  inftance  of 
his  munificent  fpirit.  In  1422, 
he  founded  a  collegiate  church  at 
his  native  place,  Higham  Ferrers, 
fo  amply  endowed,  that  on  its  dif- 
folution  by  Henry  VIII.  its  reve¬ 
nues  were  valued  at  156/.  This 
college  confifted  of  a  quadrangular 
building,  of  which  the  church  only 
now  remains,  and  is  ufed  as  a  pa- 
rifh  church.  To  this  he  attached 
an  hofpital  for  the  poor,  and  both 
thefe  inftitutions  w^ere  long  fup- 
ported  by  the  legacies  of  his  bro¬ 
thers  Robert  and  William,  aider- 


men  of  London  *.  He  alfo  ex¬ 
pended  large  fums  in  adorning 
the  cathedral  of  Canterbury,  found¬ 
ing  a  library  there,  and  in  adding 
to  the  buildings  of  Lambeth  Pa¬ 
lace  t,  Croydon  Church,  and  Ro* 
chefter  Bridge. 

His  firft  intentions  with  refpeft 
to  Oxford,  ended  in  the  ereftion 
of  a  houfe  for  the  fcholars  of  the 
ciftertian  order,  who  at  that  time 
had  no  fettled  habitation  at  Ox¬ 
ford.  This  manfion,  which  was 
called  St.  Bernard’s  College,  was 
afterwards  alienated  to  Sir  Thomas 
White,  and  formed  part  of  St. 
John’s  College.  The  foundation 
of  All  Souls,  however,  is  that 
which  has  conveyed  his  memory  to 
our  times  with  the  higheft  claims 
of  veneration.  Like  his  predecef- 
for  and  friend,  Wykeham,  he  had 
•amafled  confiderable  wealth,  and 
determined  to  expend  it  in  facili¬ 
tating  the  purpofes  of  education, 
which,  notwithftanding  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  preceding  colleges,  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  much  obftru&ed  dur? 
ing  thofe  reigns,  the  turbulence  of 
which  rendered  property  infecure, 
and  interrupted  the  quiet  progrefs 
of  learning  and  civilization. 

At  what  time  he  conceived  this 
plan  is  not  recorded.  It  appears, 
however,  to  have  been  in  his  old 
age,  when  he  obtained  a  releafe 
from  interference  in  public  meafures. 
The  purchafes  he  made  for  his  col¬ 
lege  confifted  of  Berford  Hall,  or 


*  Robert  Chichele,  citizen  and  grocer,  ferved  the  office  of  ffieriff  in  1402,  and 
that  of  lord  mayor  twice;  in  1411,  and  1422.  He  died  without  iffue.  William  ferved 
the  office  of  Iherilf  in  1409,  and  his  Ion  John  was  chamberlain  of  London.  He  had  a 
numerous  iffue. 

•j-  He  built  the  great  tower  at  the  weft  end  of  the  chapel,  called  the  Lollard’s 
tower,  at  the  top  of  which  is  a  prifon  room.  Before  the  Reformation,  the  archbiffiop 
had  prilons  for  ecclefialtical  offenders,  who,  ifperl’ons  of  rank,  were  kept  in  feparute 
apartments,  and  ufed  to  eat  at  the  archbiffiop's  table.  Lyons’s  Environs,  Art.  Lam- 
Bkiu,  and  Chur  ton’s  Lives  of  the  founders  of  Brazenofe  College,  p.  189.  et  feq. 
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Cherleton’s  Inn,  St.  Thomas's 
Hall,  Tingewick  Hall,  and  God- 
knave  Hall,  confifting  of  a  fpace  of 
one  hundred  and  feventy-two  feet 
in  length,  in  the  High  ftreet:,  and 
one  hundred  and  fixty-two  in 
breadth  in  Cat  or  Catherine  ftreet, 
which  runs  between  the  High  ftreet 
and  Hertford  College  ;  to  thele 
additions  were  afterwards  made, 
which  enlarged  the  front  in  the 
High-ftreet.  The  foundation  ftone 
was  laid  with  great  folemnity,  Fe¬ 
bruary  io,  1437.  John  Druell, 
archdeacon  of  Exeter,  and  Roger 
Keyes,  both  afterwards  fellows  of 
the  college,  were  the  principal  ar- 
chitetts ;  and  the  charter  was  ob¬ 
tained  of  the  king  in  1438,  and 
confirmed  by  the  pope  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  In  the  charter,  the 
king,  Henry  VI.  aflumed  the  title 
of  founder,  at  the  archbilhop’s  fo- 
licitation,  who  appears  to  have 
paid  him  this  compliment  to  fecure 
his  patronage  for  the  inftitution, 
while  the  full  exercife  of  legiila- 
tive  authority  was  referved  to  Chi¬ 
chele  as  co-founder. 

According  to  this  charter  the 
fociety  was  to  confift  of  a  warden 
and  twenty  fellows,  with  powTer  in 
the  warden  to  increafe  their  num¬ 
ber  to  forty,  and  to  be  called,  The 
Warden  and  College  of  the  Souls 
of  all  the  Faithful  deceafed,  Colle¬ 
gium  Omnium  Animarum  Fidelium  de- 
fundi  arum  de  Ox  on .  The  precife 
meaning  of  this  may  be  underftood 
from  the  obligation  impofed  on 
the  fociety  to  pray  for  the  good 
eftate  of  Henry  VI.  and  the  arch- 
bifhop  during  their  lives,  and  for 
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their  fouls  after  their  deceafe  ;  alfo 
for  the  fouls  of  Henry  V.  aud  the 
Duke  of  Clarence,  together  with 
thofe  of  all  the  dukes,  earls,  ba¬ 
rons,  knights,  efquires,  and  other 
fubje&s  of  the  crown  of  England, 
who  had  fallen  in  the  war  with 
France  ;  and  for  the  fouls  of  all  the 
faithful  deceafed. 

Sixteen  of  the  fellows  were  to 
ftudy  the  civil  and  canon  laws,  and 
the  reft  philofophy  and  the  arts, 
and  theology.  But  the  moft  re¬ 
markable  chufe  in  this  charter, 
when  compared  to  former  foundati¬ 
ons,  is  that  which  gives  the  fociety 
leave  to  purchafe  lands  to  theyearly 
value  of  three  hundred  pounds, 
a  fum  very  far  exceeding  what  we 
read  of  in  any  previous  founda¬ 
tions,  and  which  has  more  recently 
been  increafed  to  one  thoufand 
and  fifty  pounds  by  charters  from 
Charles  I.  and  George  II.  Ano¬ 
ther  charter  of  very  extenfive  pri¬ 
vileges  was  granted  foon  after  the 
foundation  by  Henry  VI.  and  this 
and  the  charter  of  foundation  were 
confirmed  by  an  afi  of  parliament 
14  Henry  VII.  1499. 

It  was  not  till  within  a  few  days 
of  his  death,  that  the  archbifhop 
gave  a  body  of  ftatutes  for  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  his  college,  modelled 
after  the  ftatutes  of  his  illuftrious 
precurfor,  Wykeham.  After  the 
appointment  of  the  number  of  fel¬ 
lows,  already  noticed,  he  ordains 
that  they  fhould  be  born  in  lawful 
wedlock  in  the  province  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  with  a  preference  to  next 
of  kin,  defcended  from  his  brothers 
Robert  and  William  Chichele*. 

To 


*  This  part  of  the  founder’s  ftatutes  has  occafioned  much  litigation,  as  the  further 
the  lime  is  removed  from  his  age,  the  difficulty  of  afcertaining  couf  i.nguinity  becomes 
almoft  inluperable.  According  to  the  Stemmata  Chicheliana,  publiffied  in  1765,  the  col¬ 
lateral  defceudants  ot  our  founder  were  there  to  be  traced  through  nearly  twelve  hun- 
died  families  j  but  this,  which  teems  at  firft  to  adminifter  facility,  is  in  fatt  the  fource 

of 
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To  the  fociety  were  alfo  added 
chaplains,  clerks  and  chorifters, 
who  appear  to  have  been  included 
in  the  foundation,  although  they 
are  not  mentioned  in  the  charter. 

For  the  more  ample  endowment 
of  this  college,  the  founder  pur- 
chafed  and  bellowed  on  it  the  ma¬ 
nor  of  Wedon  and  Wefton,  or  We- 
don  Pinkeney,  in  Northampton- 
fhire.  King’s  College,  Cambridge, 
became  afterwards  polfelTed  of  a 
part  of  it  ;  but  All  Souls  has,  be- 
iides  the  advowfon  of  the  churches 
belonging  to  it,  the  largeft  eflate, 
and  the  lordlhip  of  the  wafte.  The 
founder  alfo  gave  them  the  manors 
of  Horfham,  and  Scotney,  or  Bletch- 
ing  Court,  in  Kent,  and  certain 
lands  called  the  Thriffs,  or  Fritts, 
in  YVapenham,  Northamptonfhire ; 
with  the  fuppreffed  alien  priories 
of  Romney,  in  Kent ;  the  reftory 
of  Upchurch  ;  the  priories  of  New 
Abbey,  near  Abberbury  in  Shrop- 
Ihire,  of  St.  Clare  in  Carmarthen- 
Ihire,  and  of  Llangenith  in  Gla- 
morganfhire.  Wood  fays,  that 
king  Edward  IV.  took  into  his 
hands  all  the  revenues  of  this  col¬ 
lege,  and  thefe  priories,  becaufe 
the  fociety  fided  with  Henry  VI. 
againlt  him  :  but  it  appears  by  the 
college  archives,  as  cited  by  the 
accurate  edition  of  Wood’s  Hif- 
tory,  that  the  king  took  only  thefe 
alien  priories,  and  foon  reftored 
them,  probably  becaufe  he  confi- 
dered  it  as  an  aft  of  juftice  to  re- 
flore  what  had  been  purchafed  from, 


and  not  given  by  the  crown.  Be- 
fides  thefe  poirdTions,  the  truftees 
of  the  founder  purchafed  the  ma¬ 
nors  of  Edgware,  Kingfbury,  and 
Malorees  in  Middlefex,  &c.  and  he 
bequeathed  the  fums  of  1 34/.  6s.  8 d. 
and  a  thoufand  marks,  to  be  bonded 
for  the  ufe  of  the  college*. 

Thefe  tranfaftions  pa  (fed  chiefly 
during  the  building  of  the  college, 
which  the  aged  founder  often  in- 
fpefted.  In  1422  it  was  capable 
of  receiving  the  warden  and  fel¬ 
lows,  who  had  hitherto  been  lodged 
at  the  archbifhop’s  expence  in  the 
hall  and  chambers  hired  for  that 
purpofe.  The  chapel  was  confe- 
crated  early  in  the  fame  year  by 
the  founder,  afiifted  by  the  bifhops 
of  Lincoln  (Alnwick),  Worcefter, 
(Bourchier),  Norwich,  (Brown), 
and  other  fufFragrans.  The  whole 
of  the  college  was  not  finirhed  be¬ 
fore  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1 444,  and  the  expence  of  building, 
according  to  the  accounts  of  Druell 
and  Leys,  may  be  eftimated  at 
415  61.  5/.  3 \d.  The  purchafes  of 
ground,  befides  chapel  furniture, 
& c.  amounted  to  4302/.  3*.  8 d. 


On  the  Language ,  Manners ,  Society , 
CuJtomSy  Religion y  iff  c.  of  the  Por - 
tuguefe.  From  a  Treati/e  on  the 
Defence  of  Portugal ,  iff c ,  By 

Captain  W.  G.  Elliot. 

I  need  hardly  remark,  that  the 
firft  and  moil  obvious  ftep  to  be 
taken,  in  order  to  obtain  that 


of  many  difputed  and  difputable  claims.  In  1776,  on  an  application  to  Cornwallis, 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  as  vifitor,  he  decreed  that  the  number  of  fellows  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  on  claim  of  kindred  fhould  be  limited  to  twenty.  In  1792,  on  the  claim  of  kin¬ 
dred  by  one  perfon,  when  the  number  of  twenty  happened  to  be  complete,  the  matter 
was  reheard,  and  the  former  archbifhop’s  decree  ratified  and  confirmed. 

*  He  gave  allb  123/.  6s.  8 d.  to  New  College,  and  the  fame  fum  to  the  univerfity 
cheft,  as  a  fund  for  finall  loans  to  the  incumbers,  and  he  fublcribed  largely  to  the  public 
library. 

kind 

+ 

*r 


kind  of  information  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  a  country,  fo  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary  to  every  military 
man,  is  to  acquire  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  language;  to 
endeavour,  as  much  as  lies  in  his 
power,  to  cultivate  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  the  natives  ;  and  to  con¬ 
form,  as  far  as  is  confident,  with 
their  manners  and  cuftoms  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  fo  little  attended  to  by 
many  of  my  brother  officers.  The 
Fortuguefe  language  is  far  from 
difficult,  efpecially  to  one  who  has 
been  tolerably  grounded  in  the 
Latin,  to  which  it  has  a  great  af¬ 
finity,  preferving  many  words  yet 
uncorrupted.  In  converfation  with 
the  ecclefiaftics  of  the  better  or¬ 
ders,  the  advantages  of  a  ciaffical 
education  will  be  eminently  con- 
fpicuous  ;  and  with  the  peasantry, 
where  1  have  frequently  been  at  a 
lofs  fora  Fortuguefe  word,  I  have 
coined  one  with  a  Latin  deriva¬ 
tion,  which  has  generally  anfwered 
my  purpofe.  Quern  tem  boca  c vai  a 
Romany  fay  the  Fortuguefe. 

The  fimii&rity  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  to  the  Spanilh  language  is  fo 
great,  that  either  of  them  is  per¬ 
fectly  underftood  in  moft  parts  of 
the  peninfula  ;  it  has  alfo  a  great 
affinity  to  the  Italian  :  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  French  language  is 
alfo  requifite,  being  fpoken,  though 
indifferently,  by  moft  of  the  higher 
claffes  ;  but  to  the  generality  of 
the  inhabitants  it  is  as  unintelli¬ 
gible  as  the  language  of  the 
Caffres,  or  any  of  the  favage  tribes 
would  be. 

On  embarking  for  Portugal,  it 
would  be  advilable  to  carry  out 


[66  I 

Vieyra’s  Grammar  and  Diction¬ 
ary,  as  they  are  difficult  to  be  met 
with,  even  in  Lifbon.  It  is 
equally  difficult  to  procure  a  good, 
map  of  the  country  ;  the  only  one 
to  be  purchafed  is  the  Carta  Mi- 
litar,  which  is  nothing  more  than  a 
map  of  the  principal  roads ; — the 
direction  of  the  fterras  or  moun¬ 
tains,  and  the  courfes  of  the  fmal- 
ler  rivers,  are  entirely  omitted  ; 
a  circumftance  of  the  greateft  im¬ 
portance  in  a  military  point  of 
view.  The  heft  map  to  be  got 
in  England  is  a  four-fheet  map  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  publiftved  1810, 
by  Faden.  Jefferys’  map  of  Por¬ 
tugal  is  ufeful  as  far  as  it  concerns 
the  rivers.  Lopez’s,  publifhed  at 
Madrid,  is  likewife  of  ufe.  In 
the  following  hafty  fketch  of  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Portu- 
guefe,  differing  fo  widely  from 
thofe  of  the  Englifh,  it  will  be  a 
fatisfadion  to  obferve,  that  if  they 
are  not  fo  polilhed  or  congenial  to 
our  mode  of  living,  the  deficiency 
is  in  feme  meafure  compenfated  by 
the  hofpitality  a  Britifh  officer  ne¬ 
ver  fails  to  meet  with,  provided 
he  will  conform  to  the  cuftoms  of 
the  country.  The  name  of  a  Bri¬ 
ton  is  revered  and  refpeCted  as  a 
deliverer  of  the  country ;  vvhilft 
that  of  a  Frenchman  is  execrated 
and  abhorred.  With  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages  on  our  fide,  it  furely  be¬ 
comes  us  to  ftudy  the  difpofttions 
of  a  nation  fo  much  our  friends, 
to  mix  in  their  fociety,  and  to  lay 
a  fide  that  hauteur  and  referve 
ufually  attributed  to  our  country¬ 
men,  The  Fidalgos  +,  or  nobles* 
in  general  are  indolent  ;  their  edu¬ 
cation. 


'*  He  that  can  l’peak  may  travel  to  Rome, 
f  Vieyra  derives  this  word  from  Jitho ,  a  fon  in  the  Portuguele  language,  and  algo , 
fometlmig,  in  the  SpaniOi ;  that  is  the  fon  of  fomething,  and  for  fhortnels  called 

fi-cV  algo. 
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cation,  in  a  great  meafure,  is  neg- 
ledled,  and  their  information  con¬ 
fined  to  the  knowledge  of  their 
own  eftates,  or  the  environs  of 
Lifbon  :  their  houfes  are  a  ftrange 
mixture  of  the  palace  and  the  pig- 
ilye  ;  exhibiting  a  coftly  fuite  of 
apartments  painted  in  the  Italian 
flyle,  whilil  at  the  fame  time  your 
olfa&ory  nerves  are  faluted  with 
the  odoriferous  effluvia  of  the 
liable,  which  ufually  occupies  the 
ground  floor.  The  entrance  to 
thefe  manfions  refembles  ourcoach- 
houfes  in  England,  with  large 
folding  doors,  and  a  pavement  be¬ 
neath  ypur  feet  of  fmall  round 
ftones  difpofed  in  fquares  and  cir¬ 
cles.  The  fecond  fiory,  to  which 
you  afcend  by  a  dirty  flight  of 
ftone  fteps,  on  which  three  or  four 
beggars  are  always  polled,  is  in¬ 
habited  by  the  domeftics  and  their 
families;  the  third,  as  fleeping- 
rooms ;  and  in  the  upper  llory  is 
the  magnificent  fuite  of  apart¬ 
ments  before  alluded  to.  Few 
houfes  have  a  room  with  a  fire¬ 
place  in  it,  except  the  kitchen, 
and  that  the  upper  (lory  :  in  winter 
this  inconvenience  is  fometimes 
feverely  felt  ;  but  in  order  to  re¬ 
medy  it,  a  charcoal  fire  in  a  large 
copper-pan,  of  the  form  of  a  foup* 
plate,  fixed  in  a  flat  block  of 
wood,  or  frame,  is  placed  in  the 
middle  of  the  room,  round  which 
the  party  aflemble,  males  and  fe¬ 
males,  buiied  to  the  chin  in  an 
immenfe  baize  furtout  or  cloak. 
The  converfation,  as  may  be  ex- 


pe&ed  at  this  time,  is  not  very 
interelling  or  enlivening,  fcarcely 
ever  extending  beyond  the  very 
expreflive  fentence  of  Ejia  muita 
friosy  Ser/hor .  Added  to  which  the 
fulphureous  particles  arifing  from 
the  charcoal,  occafions  a  conllant 
coughing,  and  confequent  fpitting, 
a  cullom  to  which  the  natives  are 
much  addicted,  even  females  of 
the  fi rfb  rank.  Coal  is  but  little 
known,  except  in  the  vicinity  of 
Oporto,  although  I  have  feen  it 
in  many  parts,  on  the  furface  of 
the  earth,  particularly  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Tras  os  Montes.  To 
this  circumllance  we  rftay,  in  a 
great  degree,  attribute  the  want 
of  manufactures  in  the  country. 
The  collume  of  the  female  nobility 
and  gentry  is  either  after  the 
fafliion  of  the  Englifh,  or  a  mode 
peculiar  to  themfelves ;  which 
confifts  in  having  the  body  of  the 
gown  of  coloured  filk,  and  the 
ileeves  and  petticoat,  or  train,  of 
white,  or  of  different  colour  from 
the  other  parts :  the  hair  is  pro- 
fufely  ornamented  with  gold  combs, 
artificial  flowers  or  precious  flones 
of  various  colours.  The  univerfai 
drefs  for  church  is  black,  with  a 
veil  over  the  head,  reaching  nearly 
to  the  ground,  and  leaving  only  a 
fmall  part  of  the  face  vifible  ;  this 
according  to  the  rank  of  the 
wearer,  is  of  lace,  filk,  or  wool¬ 
len  cloth,  and  is  far  from  unbe¬ 
coming.  'I  he  women  who  are 
feen  in  the  ftreets  never  wear  a 
bonnet  or  hat,  but  the  head  is 


fi~d’  algo.  Ton  Juan  Alvarez  de  Colmenar,  in  his  work  entitled  Les  Delices  of  I’Ef- 
pagne  et  de  Portugal,  tom.  v.  p.  943,  fays,  Les  gens  de  qualite  portent  le  nom  general 
de  Hidalgos  en  Espagne,  et  de  Fidalgos  cn  Portugal.  C’est  le  me  me  mot  prononce  diffc- 
rementy  quisignifie,  d  cc  qu’on  pretend,  une  homme  qui  est  de  la  hack  des  Goths, 
comme  pour  marquer  que  tons  les  ?iobles  sont  les  vrais  et  naturels  deseendans  des  Goths, 
qui  ont  autrefois  etc  mattres  de  l' Espagne,  The  Portuguefe  nobility,  who  have  any 
titles,  as  duke,  marquis,  &c,  are  denominated  Fidalgos  Titulados. 


covered 
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covered  with  a  clean  white  hand¬ 
kerchief  ;  let  the  weather  be  hot 
or  cold,  a  cloak  with  fleeves  is 
thrown  gracefully  over  the  fhould- 
ers,  the  arms  are  never  introduced, 
and  the  fleeves  hang  down  by  the 
fide.  The  complexion  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  ladies  is  generally  dark, 
rather  inclining  to  fallow,  black 
hair  and  eyes,  with  a  confiderable 
degree  of  animation  in  their  coun¬ 
tenances.  Their  figure  in  general 
ftiort,  but  well  proportioned,  with 
a  neat  foot  and  ancle,  which  they 
take  great  care  to  difplay  to  the 
bed  advantage  by  wearing  fliort 
petticoats.  The  coftume  of  the 
male  part  of  the  Portuguefe  nobi¬ 
lity  and  gentry  refembles  the  Eng- 
lifh.  The  ancient  cuftom  of  wear¬ 
ing  the  cloak  in  the  ftreet  is  nearly 
abolifiied,  except  by  the  lower  or¬ 
ders  of  fociety.  Confidering  the 
general  intercourfe  which  the  Por- 
tuguefehavemaintainedwith  Africa 
for  fome  centuries,  it  is  not  afto- 
nifliing  that  fo  great  a  number  of 
blacks  and  mulattoes  (hould  be 
feen  in  the  ftreets  of  Lifbon,  or 
that  even  fome  of  the  better  claf- 
fes  ol  the  natives  fhould  partake 
of  the  peculiarities  of  that  quarter 
of  the  globe  ;  accordingly  we  find 
many  natives,  of  both  fexes,  with 
fwarthy  complexions,  woolly  hair, 
and  thick  lips. 

The  ufual  method  in  converfa- 
tion  with  the  Fidalgos,  efpecially 
if  they  have  any  title,  or  ftate 
employment,  is  to  addrefs  them 
with  Vofla  Excellencia,  if  not 
Vofla  *'  Senhoria  ;  inferiors,  tradef- 
men,  or  mechanics,  Vofla  Merce  ; 
to  ladies  of  rank  of  every  de- 
fcription,  Vofla  Excellencia,  and 
to  the  clergy,  Vofla  Reverentia, 
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or  Vofla  Reverendiflima,  to  the 
more  dignified.  A  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  thefe  apparent  trifles,  will 
go  a  great  way  towards  enfuring 
a  good  reception  amongft  the 
higher  clafles. 

In  Lilbon,  Oporto,  and  moft  of 
the  fea-port  towns,  the  mercantile 
part  of  the  community  are  by  far 
the  heft  informed  ;  we  may,  ne~ 
verthelefs,  except  fome  few  of  the 
nobility,  regular  clergy,  and 
higher  orders  of  the  monks.  The 
neceflary  intercourfe  of  the  former 
with  foreigners  of  every  defcrip-- 
tion,  tends,  in  a  great  degree,  to  im¬ 
prove  their  general  knowledge,  but 
they  are  far  behind  mofl  European 
nations.  This  may  be  attributed 
to  various  caufes  •  firft,  the  great 
reftri&ion  of  the  prefs ;  fecondly, 
the  fuperftition  and  bigotry  of  their 
religion,  out  of  which  of  courfe  the 
former  arifes  ;  and  laftly,  the  def- 
potic  form  of  their  government 
combined  with  the  natural  indo¬ 
lence  of  the  people. 

In  Portugal  are  three  orders  of 
knighthood.  That  of  Chrifl, 
formerly  the  Knights  Templar, 
comprehending  454  commanderies, 
the  grand  priory  of  which  was  re¬ 
moved  from  Caftro  Marino  to  Tho- 
mar,  was  infiituted  by  Dionyflo,  or 
Dennis  I.  A.  D.  1318.  The 
knights  of  this  order,  which  is 
the  moft  common,  and  held  in  the 
leaft  eftimation  of  any,  wear  a 
crofs  fufpended  to  the  button-hole 
by  a  red  ribbon.  The  order  of 
Santiago,  the  crofs  of  which  is 
fufpended  in  like  manner  by  a 
green  ribbon,  was  inftituted  in 
1290,  in  the  reign  of  Dennis  alfo, 
and  as  fmce  feparated  from  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  fame  name  in  Spain  ;  it 


*  Your  lordfaip. 

Vol.  LIT.  or  Vol.  X.  New  Series.  [ U  ».J 
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contains  i£o  commanderies,  and 
the  grand  priory  is  Palmela.  The 
order  of  Avis  comprehends  only 
fifty  commanderies,  and  was  infti- 
tuted  during  the  reign  of  Alphonfo 
I.  after  the  famous  battle  of  the 
Campo  do  Ourique  ;  the  grand 
priory  of  this  order  is  the  town 
of  that  name.  The  king  is  grand 
mailer  of  the  whole,  and  derives 
a  confiderable  revenue  therefrom. 
Thefe  orders  are  certainly  much 
prollituted,  tradefmen  and  mecha¬ 
nics  are  feen  decorated  with  the 
crofs  at  their  button-holes ;  but  I 
cannot  fay  that  I  ever  faw  fer- 
vants  with  this  badge  of  knight¬ 
hood,  as  mentioned  by  General 
Dumouriez  and  the  Duke  de  Cha- 
telet.  There  are  alfo  fome  few 
knights  of  St.  John  of  Malta,  in 
Portugal  ;  the  commanderies  are 
twenty-live  in  number. 

The  peafantry  of  the  provinces 
of  Eftremadura,  part  of  Beira, 
and  Alentejo,  are  indolent  and 
lazy,  and  as  long  as  they  have 
bread  to  eat,  it  is  with  the 
greatell  difficulty  they  can  be  per- 
fuaded  to  exert  themfelves,  or  to 
quit  their  homes.  In  the  common 
occupations  of  the  held,  or  ma¬ 
nual  labour,  one  Englifhman  will 
do  more  work  in  twenty-four 
hours  than  half  a  dozen  of  them. 
During  the  hottell  weather  they 
never  move  without  their  capote  *. 
This  motley  coloured  garment  em¬ 
ploys  one  hand  to  keep  it  on  the 
fhoulders  ;  not  a  beggar  is  to  be 
feen  without  it ;  and  would  fooner 
part  with  every  thing  but  his  Ikin, 
in  order  to  preferve  this  harbour 
for  vermin  of  every  defcription. 
Defcending  from  father  to  fon,  it 


is  compofed  of  more  fhreds  and 
patches  than  the  ornamental  work 
of  our  modern  belles ;  this,  with  a 
pair  of  brown  fmali  clothes,  rully 
leathern  gaiters,  cocked  hat,  or 
an  immenfe  broad  brimmed  one, 
with  a  low  crown,  leathern  waift- 
coat,  and  broad  worlled  falh 
bound  round  the  waift,  one  end  of 
which  ferves  as  his  purfe,  gene¬ 
rally  conllitutes  the  covering  of 
the  peafant.  The  furniture  of 
their  cottages  conlills  of  a  ft  raw 
bed  or  mattrafs,  fpread  on  a  bed- 
ftead  of  planks,  a  table,  with 
benches,  a  few  cork  ftools,  with 
fome  culinary  articles  of  brown 
earthenware,  a  tin  lamp,  on  a 
crucifix,  with  the  figure  of  our 
Saviour  in  brafs.  Few  houfes, 
except  in  Lifbon,  Oporto,  and 
fome  of  the  better  towns  have 
glazed  windows.  In  winter  you 
are  obliged  either  to  endure  the 
pelting  of  the  ftorm,  or  to  fit  over 
the  embers  of  a  wood  or  charcoal 
fire,  by  the  light  of  a  folitary 
lamp.  In  fome  houfes,  a  fingle 
pane  of  glafs  is  fixed  into  the 
ftiutter,  calling  a  difmal  light 
through  the  apartment. 

In  the  provinces  of  Entre  Douro 
e  Minho,  Tras  os  Montes,  and 
Upper  Beira,  the  peafantry  are  of 
a  lefs  flothful  difpofition,  more 
animated,  robuft,  and  inured  to 
hard  labour,  particularly”  in  the 
wine  country  on  the  Upper  Douro, 
where  moll  of  the  grapes  affording 
the  wine  in  England  called  Port 
grow.  From  the  fummits  of  the 
higheft  mountains  to  the  water’s 
edge,  the  vines  are  feen  loaded 
with  fruit;  the  fcanty  portion ,pf 
earth  whieh  nourilhes  them,  is 


*  A  large  cloak,  with  fleeves  which  are  never  ufed. 


fupported 
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.  fupported  on  the  fides  of  thefe 
ftupendous  heights,  by  walls  of 
loofe  ftones  riling  in  fucceflion 
above  each  other,  and  interwoven 
with  their  roots,  is  prevented 
from  being  walhed  away  by  the 
torrents  of  rain  which  fall  in 
winter. 

The  Arrieiros,  or  muleteers,  are 
another  hardy  race  of  peafantry ; 
after  the  vintage,  they  are  chiefly 
employed  in  conveying  the  wine 
to  the  more  diftant  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  by  the  mountainous 
pafles,  on  the  backs  of  their  mules. 
Each  muleteer  has  generally  four 
of  thefe  animals,  called  a  //>#, 
under  his  charge.  They  frequently 
march  in  convoys  of  three  or  four 
hundred,  and  the  care  the  drivers 
bellow  on  their  mules  is  aftoriifh- 
ing.  During  the  journey  the  man 
and  his  beafts  partake  of  the  fame 
fare,  confifting  of  bread  made  of 
the  Indian  corn,  foaked  in  wine, 
an  excellent  food  for  a  horfe  when 
fatigued,  and  of  which  the  coun¬ 
try  horfes  are  particularly  fond* 
In  the  heat  of  the  day  the  convoy 
halts;  the  beads  with  their  fore¬ 
legs  tied,  and  covered  with  a 
blanket  to  keep  olF  the  flies,  which 
are  exceedingly  troublefome,  are 
turned  to  graze ;  whilft  the  driv¬ 
ers  enjoy  the  fella,  or  afternoon's 
nap,  a  cultom  common  to  the  whole 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  penin- 
fula.  At  this  time,  in  all  the 
country  towns,  the  Ihops  are  Amt 
from  about  one  o’clock  till  three ; 
the  ftillnefs  of  night  reigns  through¬ 
out  the  place,  and  according  to 
a  faying  of  the  Portuguefe,  none 
but  Englilhmen  and  dogs  are  to 
be  feen  in  the  llreets. 

*  Enter  Signior  Don  Jofeph,  1  am  at 
country. 


The  wine  carried  in  this  man¬ 
ner  is  flowed  in  large  hog-lkins, 
turned  inlide  out,  the  feams  neatly 
fewed  and  pitched,  in  confequence 
of  which  it  has  rather  a  difagree- 
able  tafte,  particularly  if  the  Ikins 
are  new  ;  for  this  reafon  old  Ikins 
are  valuable ;  two  of  them  when 
full  are  a  load  for  a  mule.  They 
are  carried  one  on  each  fide,  on  a 
packfaddle  without  a  tree,  and  a 
pad  over  it ;  underneath  this  the 
muleteer  places  his  blanket,  and 
covers  the  cargo  with  a  few  Iheep 
or  goat-lkins,  which,  together 
with  his  cloak  forms  his  bed  ;  no 
defpicable  one  either.  During 
the  whole  of  the  late  campaigns 
in  Spain  and  Portugal,  I  ufed  it 
conftantly,  vrith  this  difference 
only,  that  inftead  of  placing  the 
blanket  next  the  animal  on  the 
march,  I  put  it  between  the  pack- 
faddle  and  the  pad,  which  pre¬ 
fer  ved  it  dry,  whereas,  in  the 
flrft  inftance,  the  perforation 
makes  it  difagreeable. 

The  muleteers,  both  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  have  a  cuftom  of 
fliearing  the  hair  quite  clofe  on 
the  back  and  fides  of  their  beafts, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  packfaddlu 
galling  them  ;  the  rump  is  ufually 
ornamented  by  this  means  with 
flowers  and  other  devices.  On 
one  in  Spain  I  faw  the  following 
ludicrous  caricature — The  devil 
welcoming  Senor  Don  Jojef  Na¬ 
poleon  to  his  infernal  manfion  ;  un¬ 
derneath  was  carved,  Entra  Senor 
D.  Jofef,  fiempre  fervicio  de 
ufted  *. 

As  all  the  ftores  and  referve 
ammunition  of  the  Britifti  army 
now  ferving  in  Portugal,  are  con¬ 
tour  fervice ;  a  common  phrafe  in  the 
f  t/  u  2]  veyed 
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veyed  either  on  mules  or  on  ox- 
wains,  with  the  country  drivers, 
it  may  not  be  deemed  improper 
here  to  give  a  little  advice  to 
thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the 
charge  of  fuch  convoys.  In  many 
inftances  it  happens,  that  fuch  offi¬ 
cer  is  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  language,  and  either  from  his 
liarfli  treatment,  or  over-anxious 
zeal  for  the  fervice,  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  carry  intoefleft  what  he  is 
unable  to  explain,  the  drivers  be- 
come  difgufted,  and  frequently  de¬ 
fer  t,  leaving  their  cattle  to  be 
driven  by  the  foldiers  ;  a  talk  to 
which  very  few  are  competent. 
To  enfure  their  fidelity,  a  pointed 
attention  to  an  equal  diftribution 
of  rations  with  the  efcort,  a  pofi- 
tive  order  to  reftrain  his  men  from 
ill-ufing  them,  and  in  the  event  of 
fuch  conduft,  immediate  punifli- 
ment  on  the  offender,  will  never 
fail  to  have  the  defired  effed.  It 
has  frequently  been  my  lot  to  have 
near  a  hundred  of  thefe  men  under 
my  orders,  and  I  do  not  recoiled 
an  inftance  of  defertion  ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  have  found  them  par¬ 
ticularly  ufeful  in  procuring  pro- 
vifions,  when,  at  the  end  of  a 
day's  march,  owing  to  the  flow 
pace  the  wains  travel,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  halt  Ihort  of  my  in¬ 
tended  deftination,  and  no  com- 
miffary  has  been  within  reach  to 
iffue  rations  in  the  regular  manner. 
Particular  care  fliould  be  taken 
not  to  overload  their  beafts ;  two 
hundred  weight  is  fufficient  for  a 
mule,  and,  as  before  hated,  fix 
for  the  wain  with  a  pair  of  oxen. 
It  is  neverthelefs  neceflary  to  let 
the  drivers  know  that  your  orders, 
with  refped  to  being  ready  in 
time  for  the  march,  mull  be  im¬ 


plicitly  obeyed  ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  the  efcort  muft  be  kept  on  the 
alert,  otherwife  the  natural  indo¬ 
lence  of  thefe  people  will  induce 
them  to  be  dilatory  in  their  pre¬ 
parations. 

The  religion  of  the  Portuguefe 
is  fo  interwoven  in  their  manners 
and  cuftoms,  that  it  is  almoft  im- 
poffible  to  treat  of  the  latter  with¬ 
out  having  reference  to  the  former. 
1  (hall  neither  puzzle  myfelf  nor 
my  readers  with  a  ftatement  cf 
its  dodrines  and  tenets,  but  Amply 
ftate  fuch  fads  as  came  within  my 
own  obfervation  ;  fuffice  it  to  fay, 
that  it  is  the  Roman  Catholic  per- 
fuaflon,  carried  to  the  greateft 
height  of  enthufiafm,  and,  in  their 
opinion,  all  who  profefs  a  differenc 
religion  are  heretics. 

Whilft  reconnoitring  in  the 
province  of  Tras  os  Montes,  I 
had  occafion  to  go  to  the  houfe  of 
the  Juis  de  Fora,  of  the  village  of 
St.  Salvador,  (where  I  was  in¬ 
formed  an  Englifhman  had  never 
been  feen  before),  for  the  purpofe 
of  having  a  letter  conveyed  on 
fervice  to  Mirandella,  about  a 
league  diftant.  The  Juis  was  from 
home ;  but  his  wife,  who,  if  I 
may  judge  from  her  converfation, 
was  fully  adequate  to  fupply  his 
place,  queftioned  me  very  clofely 
on  the  head  of  religion.  She 
commenced  by  afking  if  we 
were  Chriftians,  and  on  my  an- 
fwering  in  the  affirmative ;  not 
being  quite  fatisfied  as  to  the 
truth  of  it,  {he  proceeded  by  in¬ 
quiring  if  we  had  any  chutches 
or  clergy  in  England,  and  laftlv 
producing  a  little  fllver  crucifix, 
aiked  me  an  with  arch  look,  if  I 
knew  whom  and  what  it  repre- 
fented  ;  to  which  I  replied,  mod 

certainly 
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certainly  it  is  Noffa  Senhor*,  and 
reprefents  his  fufferings  on  the 
crofs.  Upon  this,  not  only'  the 
Juis’s  wife,  but  the  whole  rabble 
which  by  this  time  had  collected 
at  the  door,  embraced  me  very 
cordially  ;  a  favour  I  could  have 
difpenfed  with,  confidering  the  heat 
of  the  day,  and  the  unpleafant  ef¬ 
fluvia  of  the  garlic,  alike  iffuing 
from  man,  woman,  and  child. 

Of  the  clergy  little  is  to  be  faid 
except  that  if  we  include  the  reli¬ 
gious  orders,  they  are  by  far  too 
numerous  for  the  population  of  the 
countryf  :  in  the  interior  the  belt 
and  mo  ft  ufeful  information  is  to  be 
gained  from  them.  The  cafa,  or 
houfe  of  the  vagario,  padre  or 
cure,  is  generally  the  beft  quarters 
in  the  place,  which,  if  it  affords 
any  luxuries,  are  certain  to  be 
iound  there. 

Theecclefiaftical  divifion  of  Por¬ 
tugal  confifts  of  three  archbithop- 
rics,  Braga,  Lifbon,  and  Evora, 
and  ten  bifhoprics,  Oporto,  Miran¬ 
da,  Coimbra,  Elvas,  Lamego, 
Portalegre,  Leiria,  Guarda,  Vifeu, 
and  Algarve, 

Without  entering  into  a  parti¬ 
cular  defcription  of  each  of  the 
numerous  feds  or  orders  of  the  mo. 
naftic  fraternity,  I  fhall  content 
myfelf  with  obferving,  that,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  inftead  of 
prayer  and  abftinence,  which  they 
profefs,  their  lives  are  fpent  in 
gaiety  and  diftipation,  committing 
every  kind  of  debauchery  with  im¬ 
punity.  The  convents,  thofe  caf- 
tles  of  indolence,  as  they  are  termed 
by  Coftigan,  in  his  fketch  oi  the 
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manners  and  euftoms  of  the  Portu- 
guefe,ha  ve  nothing  in  their  exterior 
to  recommend  them,  and  but  little 
more  in  their  interior,  except  the 
living  to  be  found  in  moft  of  them. 
They  are  generally  large  fquare 
buildings, with  plafteredand  white- 
wafhed  walls  ;  a  long  corridor  runs 
round  each  ftory  within,  to  which 
the  doors  of  the  monks’  cells  open. 
Thefe,  particularly  in  the  convents 
of  the  higher  orders,  are  not  what 
they  are  commonly  reprefen  ted  to 
be,  the  narrow  and  dreary  man- 
fions  of  meditation,  containingonly 
the  pallet-bed,  the  lamp,  and  cru¬ 
cifix  |  but,  on  the  contrary,  confift 
of  a  tolerably  well  furnifhed  bed¬ 
room  and  fitting-room.  The  lar¬ 
der  and  cellar  are  always  well 
ftored,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
manfion  live  in  indolence  on  the 
fat  of  the  land,  riding  about  the 
country  in  their  carriages,  or  on 
mules,  with  their  attendants. 
There  are  indeed  fome  of  the 
lower  orders  of  the  fraternity,  who 
fubfift  entirely  on  a  kind  of  forced 
charity,  extracted  from  the  pockets 
of  the  equally  miferable  and  more 
induftrious  labourer  or  mechanic, 
who  by  this  means  is  deprived  of 
a  portion  of  his  fcanty  earnings  : 
his  children,  finding  nei  iher  employ¬ 
ment  in  manufactures  nor  agricul¬ 
ture  to  prevent  abfolute  ftarvation, 
are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
fame  fy ftem  of  mendicity.  I  have 
frequently  feen  in  the  ft  reels  of 
Lifbon  children  from  five  to  ten 
years  of  age,  in  the  habit  of  a  ca- 
puchinj,  with  tonfure  and  a  large 
ferip,  begging  from  houfe  to  houfe. 


*  Oar  Lord. 

f  I  fie  population  of  Portugal  is  eftiinated  at  two  millions,  the  monks,  nuns,  and 
jbnefts  from  two  hundred  thoufand  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand, 

X  I’hefe  children  are  generally  fuch  as  have  recovered  from  a  dangerous  fit  of  ill- 

\u u  It 
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It  has  been  for  fome  time  a  fub- 
jcft  of  difcuffion  with  various  au¬ 
thors,  whether  the  almoft  uncon- 
trouled  fway  maintained  by  the 
clergy  over  the  minds,  I  might 
perhaps  fay,  over  the  perfons  and 
property  of  the  lower  orders  of  fo- 
ciety,  has  been  moftly  effe&ed  by 
the  force  of  enlightened  education 
and  fuperior  intelle£l,  or  by  means 
of  low  cunning  and  fuperffitipus 
infatuation.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  former  may  have 
their  due  weight,  but  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  certainly  preponderate*  ;  for 
when  we  conlider  the  number  of 
religious  ceremonies,  conducted 
with  the  utrnoft  pomp  and  gran¬ 
deur,  handed  down  from  generation 
to  generation,  and  fome  of  them 
fo  truly  abfurd,  we  may  infer,  that 
they  themfelves  are  equally  the 
dupes  of  their  own  credulity.  As 
an  inftance  of  the  abfurdity  of 
fome  of  thefe  ceremonies,  I  (hall 
mention  one  which  I  was  an  eye- 
witnefs  to  in  Lifbon.  For  more 
than  a  week  I  obferved  a  party 
of  fix  flout  fellows  parading  the 
flreets,  dreffed  in  a  kind  of  fcarlet 
robe,  one  of  whom  carried  an  image 
in  a  little  glafs  cafe,  underneath 
which  was  a  money-box,  with  a 
ftrong  padlock  ;  he  was  preceded 
by  two  of  the  party,  one  play¬ 
ing  the  drum,  the  other  the  bag¬ 
pipes.  On  the  left  of  the  man 
with  the  image,  was  another  of 
the  party  carrying  a  board,  on 


which  was  painted  a  reprefenta« 
tion  of  the  fufferings  of  the  fouls 
in  purgatory :  the  rear  was  brought 
up  by  the  other  two,  with  flags 
bearing  fome  other  devices,  which, 
from  their  dirty  and  tattered  flate 
I  could  not  decipher.  The  party 
frequently  flopped  to  receive  the 
donations  of  the  paflengers,  who 
kiffed  the  cafe,  eroded  themfelves, 
and  dropped  their  alms  in  the  box  ; 
not  a  (hop,  coffee-houfe,  or  flail, 
was  free  from  their  intrufion.  My 
curioflty  tempted  me,  the  firft  op- 
portunity  that  occurred,  to  enquire 
to  what  purpofe  the  amount  of  this 
voluntary  contribution  was  applied. 
The  man  who  carried  the  box  re¬ 
plied,  ((  Para  comprar  pad ,  para 
Santo  Ant  onto ,  Senhor  Official , 
da  hum  hocadinho  pelo  amor  de 
Deos\dy 

Of  all  the  religious  ceremonies, 
the  proceffion  of  the  Corpus  Chrifti 
is  the  moft  magnificent.  On  this 
day  the  flreets  are  hung  with  filken 
drapery,  embroidered  with  gold  ; 
the  monks  of  the  different  orders 
join  the  proceffion,  bearing  the 
filver  candelabra  of  their  convents, 
and  at  the  head  marches  the  ftatue 
of  St.  George  on  horfeback,  in 
complete  armour,  attended  by  the 
generalsand  their  fuite  bare-headed. 
The  military  line  the  flreets  ;  the 
convents  are  illuminated  in  the 
evening  by  tar  barrels  and  large 
wax  tapers ;  a  profufion  of  rockets 
are  feen  in  the  air  from  all  parts  of 


nefs,  during  which  their  parents  have  made  a  vow,  that  they  fhall  wear  the  habit  of  a 
friar  for  a  year  or  more  if  they  recover. 

*  On  this  head  Coftigan  writes,  “  I  will  anfwer  it  that  the  greateftpart  of  the  clergy 
in  Spain  and  here  (Portugal)  are  upright  in  their  intentions,  and  think  they  are  difeharg- 
ing  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  if  miftaken  are  the  firft  dupes  in  thefe  countries  ;  in 
which  cafe,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  they  lead  aftray  the  people  committed  to  their 
care.”  The  Abbe  Vertot  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Revolutions  of  Portugal,  fays, ‘‘The 
Portuguefe  are  more  fuperftitious  than  devout.” 

t  To  purchafe  bread  for  St.  xAntonio,  fignior  officer  j  beftow  a  little  for  the  love 
®f  God. 

'  the 
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the  town  ;  the  garrifons  and  (hip¬ 
ping  fire  in  honour  of  the  day  j 
and  the  whole  is  condu&ed  with 
the  utmoft  pomp  and  grandeur* 

The  proceffion  of  the  hoft  is  con¬ 
tinually  pafling  to  and  fro  in  the 
city  of  Lilbon :  on  its  entrance 
into  any  of  the  ftreets,  one  of  the 
ecclefiafiical  attendants  who  pre¬ 
cedes  it,  tolls  a  hand-bell  which 
he  carries  for  the  purpofe ;  upon 
this  the  whole  of  the  paflengers, 
male  and  female,  drop  on  their 
knees,  and  remain  in  that  pofition, 
eroding  themfelves,  and  repeating 
their  Ave  Maries  and  Paternofters 
till  it  has  paffed.  The  inhabitants 
run  to  the  balconies  and  windows 
of  their  houfes,  and  perform  the 
fame  ceremonies  ;  the  military 
guards  turn  out  bare  headed  and 
kneeling,  with  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  to  the  ground.  The  of¬ 
ficers  and  foldiers  of  the  Britilh 
army  halt  and  take  off  their  hats, 
but  do  not  kneel. 

The  inquifition,  formerly  the 
fcourge  of  the  land,  has  now  loft; 
its  terrific  horrors.  According  to 
the  beft  accounts,  this  deteftable 
tribunal  was  eftabliftied  during  the 
reign  of  D.  Joao  III.  about  the 
year  1536,  for  the  puniftiment  of 
heretics.  After  maintaining  its 
baneful  influence  and  power  for 
centuries,  it  received  its  death 
blow  during  the  adminiftration  of 
the  Marquis  de  Pombal.  The 
principal  tribunal,  which  is  at  Lif- 
bon,  hands  in  the  fquare  of  the 
Rofcio,  and  is  now  little  more  than 
a  place  where  the  Regency  meet  to 
tranfaft  the  affairs  of  the  nation, 
and  where  they  fit  in  judgment  on 
political  offenders.  Evora  and 
Coimbra  formerly  had  their  inqui- 
fitorial  tribunals ;  thefe  have  alfo 
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loft  their  power,  or  have  ceafed  to 
exercife  it. 


On  the  Arts ,  Sciences ,  Agriculture , 

and  Manufactures  of  Portugal. 

From  the  fame . 

The  arts  and  faiences  in  this 
country  receive  but  little  encou¬ 
ragement  ;  the  generality  of  the 
inhabitants  are  too  indolent  to  cul¬ 
tivate  them.  A  royal  academy  of 
fciences  was  inftituted  in  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  reign ;  of  its  tranfa&ions  the 
Duke  de  Chatelet  gives  a  particu¬ 
lar  account,  to  which  is  added  a 
fupplement  by  his  editor,  enume¬ 
rating  feveral  voluminous  works 
publiftied  under  its  diretlion,  as 
well  as  many  ufeful  fubje&s  pro- 
pofed  by  its  members  for  confide- 
ration.  The  utility  of  fuch  an 
inftitution  cannot  be  queftioned, 
but  I  very  much  doubt  if  its  labours 
have  as  yet  been  productive  of  much 
public  good ;  at  lead  from  the  very 
backward  ftate  of  the  arts,  we  may 
reafonably  infer  as  much.  Per¬ 
haps  this  is  in  fome  ineafure  owing 
to  their  opinions  not  being  fuffici- 
ently  promulgated.  The  great 
earthquake  is  afligned  by  fome  as 
the  caufe  of  this  backwardnefs : 
fifty-five  years  have  elapfed  fince 
that  event,  without  witnefiing  any 
material  advancement  in  the  arts. 
Mechanifm  of  all  forts  is  but  ill 
adapted  and  roughly  finiftied  ;  ma¬ 
thematical  and  optical  inflruments, 
except  fuch  as  arrive  in  a  finiftied 
ftate  from  England,  are  rarely,  if 
ever,  to  be  met  with;  watches, 
clocks,  and  time-pieces  are  im¬ 
ported  in  like  manner  from  Eng¬ 
land,  France,  and  Italy. 

|  U  u  4]  Sculpture 
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Sculpture  produces  only  rude 
imitations  of  the  Italian  fchool.  In 
the  churches  and  convents,  fo  pro- 
fufely  adorned  with  the  images  of 
our  Saviour,  the  Virgin,  and  a 
whole  phalanx  of  faints,  a  tolerable 
fiatu#  is  rarely  to  be  met  with. 

Painting  isftill  farther  in  the  back 
ground,  there  are  no  public  exhi¬ 
bitions,  no  academies  for  the  ftudy 
of  this  ufeful  as  well  as  pleafing  art. 
During  a  refidence  in  Lifbon  of 
four  months,  although  I  made  dili¬ 
gent  fearch,  I  was  not  enabled  to 
find  a  fingle  native  artift  of  merit, 
or  a  collection  of  pidures  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  their  own  united  abilities. 
One  artift  of  confiderable  talents 
I  did  meet  with,  but  he  was  a 
Frenchman.  Monfieur  L’ Eveque, 
jefiding  in  the  Rua  Aurea. 

The  fame  may  he  faid  of  engra¬ 
ving  ;  the  fhops  exhibit  but  few 
fpecimens  of  the  art,  and  thofe 
chiefly  Englifh,  French,  and  Ita¬ 
lian,  or  by  Bartolozzi  whilft  refi- 
de»t  in  the  country.  An  engra¬ 
ving  of  the  battle  of  Vimiera  has 
lately  been  publiflied  and  offered 
for  fale  as  a  chef  d*  oeuvre  ;  the 
drawing  as  well  as  the  execution 
is  wretched.  The  hero  of  the 
piece,  Lord  Wellington,  whofe  ac¬ 
knowledged  perfonal  bravery  cer¬ 
tainly  did  not  ftand  in  need  of  fuch 
a  teftimony,  is  reprefented,  not  as 
giving  his  orders  furrounded  by  his 
flaff,  and  furveying  the  field  of  ac¬ 
tion,  but,  like  a  common  trooper, 
flaying  his  thoufands.  So  much  for 
tajie  !  !  ! 

In  a  country,  where  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs  is  under  fuch  rellric- 
tior.s  as  it  is  in  Portugal,  there  can 

*  The  Portuguefe  affirm  that  Santo  A 
faliely  denominated  ol'  Padua, 
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be  but  little  encouragement  for  au¬ 
thors  to  offer  their  productions  to 
the  public  ;  this  neceflarily  reduces 
their  number,  and  cramps  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  thofe  who  might  otherwife 
fhine  in  the  hitherto  barren  field  of 
literature.  The  principal  and  al- 
mofl  the  only  bookfellers*  fhops  in 
Lifbon  are  in  the  Rue  des  Mar- 
tyres  ;  thefe  are  chiefly  filled  with 
theological  difquifitions,  lives  of 
dignified  pilgrims,  fufferings  of 
monaflic  martyrs,  chronological  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  miracles  performed 
by  fuch  and  fuch  a  faint,  among 
whom  Santo  Antonio*  flands  pre¬ 
eminent,  or  tranflations  from  fo¬ 
reign  authors,  together  with  a  few 
Spanifh,  French,  and  Italian  books. 
To  fearch  for  original  military 
works  of  merit  in  the  Portugueze 
language  will  be  a  fruitlefs  under¬ 
taking  ;  the  only  ones  to  be  found 
are  codes  of  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  better  government  of  the 
Portuguefe  army  under  Count  La 
Lippe  ;  Cardozo  on  the  military 
art  :  and  Memoir es  para  hum  Offi¬ 
cial  D’  Artilheri  em  Campana ,  pub¬ 
liflied  1778,  which,  although  it 
poffefles  little  originality,  has 
neverthelefs  fome  merit  in  the  com¬ 
pilation,  together  with  a  few  others 
of  antiquated  date,  of  no  fervice, 
applied  to  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
tadics.  The  proprietors  of  moil 
of  the  bookfellers’  fhops  in  Lifbon 
were  Frenchmen.  A  fhort  time 
after  the  entrance  of  the  army  of 
Soult  into  Oporto,  thefe  fhops  were 
fhutup, and  theowners  arrefied,  and 
fent  with  their  families  to  the  fort 
of  Cafcaes,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Tagus,  as  a  place  of  iecurity.  The 

ntonio  was  bora  in  Lifbon,  and  that  he  is 

greateft 
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greateft  part  of  the  French  mili¬ 
tary  publications  lince  the  revolu¬ 
tion  were  to  be  procured  from  thefe 
bookfellers  previous  to  that  event. 
In  the  fmaller  towns,  and  even 
moil  of  the  cities,  a  bookfeller's 
(hop  is  rarely  to  be  met  with. 

The  moll  expend ve  libraries  in 
the  kingdom  are  the  one  of  the 
univerfiry  of  Coimbra,  which  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  great  earthquake  in 
1755,  was  conliderably  more  ex- 
tenlive ;  that  of  the  cudom-houfe 
in  the  Pra^a  de  Comercio  in  Lif- 
bon  ;  and  thofe  of  the  convents  of 
Mafra,  Alcoba^a,  and  Sao  Vi¬ 
cente  de  Fora  ;  but  thefe,  like  the 
bookfellers'  (hops,  are  overloaded 
with  theological  authors. 

In  the  library  of  Sao  Vicente 
de  Fora  there  are  beautiful  Madrid 
editions  of  Don  Quixote  and  Gil 
Bias,  with  plates ;  alfo  the  bell 
editions  of  the  Hiflory  of  Portugal, 
by  Oforio,  and  Manel  de  Faria  e 
Souza,  together  with  an  infinity  of 
Latin  authors,  and  the  whole  of 
the  Portuguefe  poets,  at  the  head 
of  whom  Hands  Camoens  unri¬ 
valled. 

Phyfic,  I  have  been  informed  by 
thofe  whofe  profeffional  abilities 
entitle  them  to  credit,  is  little 
better  than  a  fyflem  of  quackery, 
interfperfed  with  the  groffeft  fuper- 
Hition,  How  can  it  be  otherwise  in 
a  country,  where,  if  the  difciple  of 
EEfculapius,  Hippocrates,  or  Galen, 
ihould  fucceed,  the  cure  is  attributed 
to  the  intervention  of  fom®  friendly 
faint,  whom  the  patient  has  daily 
invoked,  a  model  in  wax  of  the 
part  infeded  being  at  the  fame 
time  fufpended  on  the  altar  of  a 
church  or  chapel  dedicated  to  his 
exclufive  worlhip  ?  So  common  is 
this  pradice,  that  fcarce  an  altar 
but  is  decorated  with  thefe  infig- 


nia  :  they  are  to  be  feen  hung  up 
in  glafs  cafes  in  many  of  the  llreets 
of  Lifbon,  and  other  towns,  under¬ 
neath  which  is  a  money-box  to 
receive  the  charitable  donations  of 
the  religious  paffengers,  numbers 
of  whom  flop,  take  off  their  hats, 
ejaculate  a  Ihort  prayer,  crofs  them- 
felves,  and  depofit  their  cinco  re/s, 
pelo  amor  de  Deos.  This  one  would 
imagine  was  to  be  the  recompenfe 
of  the  fortunate  doctor  :  far  other- 
wife  ;  the  key  of  the  confcience- 
eafing  cafe  is  fafe  in  the  cudody  of 
the  fturdy  abbot  of  fome  neigh¬ 
bouring  convent,  who  never  fails 
at  certain  periods  to  go  his  round, 
and  to  appropriate  the  contents  to 
the  neceilities  of  his  faintly  patron. 
However  backward  the  Portuguefe 
may  be  in  the  ftudy  of  phyfic,  yet 
the  mineral  waters  with  which  the 
country  abounds  have  been  tried, 
and  found  of  great  efficacy  in  cafes 
of  debility,  particularly  thofe  of 
the  royal  baths  at  Caldas.  The 
botanical  riches  of  Portugal  are 
alfo  well  worthy  the  attention  of 
naturalills,  and  merit  a  degree  of 
cultivation  far  beyond  what  they  at 
prefent  receive  from  the  natives. 

Agriculture  in  this  country  is 
almoll  in  its  primitive  Hate  ;  more 
than  one. third  of  the  land  lies 
wade,  and  the  other  parts  do  not 
produce  more  than  half  of  what 
they  might  do,  were  more  atten¬ 
tion  paid  to  this  moH  ufeful  branch 
of  fcience.  Naturally  fertile,  the 
land  yields  its  fruits  without  much 
labour.  From  the  bell  information 
I  could  colled  on  the  fubjed,  Por¬ 
tugal  does  not  now  grow  more  corn 
than  is  fufficient  for  four  months 
confumption.  The  greateH  quan¬ 
tity  is  produced  in  the  provinces  of 
EntreDouro  andMinho,  and  Alcn- 
tejo. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


672] 

In  moil  parts  of  the  country, 
but  more  particularly  in  Eftrema- 
dura  and  Beira,  Indian  wheat  is 
cultivated  with  fuccefs ;  the  leaves 
of  this  plant  affords  an  excellent, 
though  inefficient  fubftitute  for 
grafs  ;  the  cattle  eat  it  with  avi¬ 
dity  and  thrive  on  it.  The  grain 
is  made  into  bread,  but  it  is  of  a 
very  dry  nature,  and  much  inferior 
to  that  made  of  wheaten  flour. 
The  peafantry,  who  live  almoft 
entirely  on  it,  make  it  up  with  a 
portion  of  oil  in  order  to  moiften 
it,  by  which  means  it  is  rendered 
difagreeable  to  the  tafte. 

The  chief  attention  of  the  For- 
tuguefe  is  given  to  the  culture  of 
the  vine,  the  olive,  and  the  melon, 
of  which  latter  there  are  feveral 
forts  ;  the  green  is  accounted  the 
befl  :  in  the  heat  of  the  day  the 
water-melon  is  extremely  refrefh- 
ing  and  agreeable  to  the  palate. 
The  vines  are  chiefly  ftandards, 
and  are  rarely  fuffered  to  grow 
above  five  or  fix  feet  in  height. 
On  the  banks  of  the  Douro  fmall 
trees  are  planted  for  them  to  en¬ 
twine  themfelves  round ;  thefe 
grow  to  a  greater  height ;  in  the 
gardens  they  run  over  trellis-work, 
forming  in  the  fummer  fhady  ave¬ 
nues.  There  are  many  different 
forts  of  grapes  in  Portugal ;  among 
the  befl  of  them  may  be  reckoned 
the  mufcatel,  which  is  moft  abun¬ 
dant  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lif- 
bon  and  Setuval ;  the  largeft  white 
grape,  of  an  oval  form  ;  the  fweet- 
water  grape;  the  black  Oporto, 
growing  in  thick  clutters,  from 
which  port  wine  is  made  j  the  Bu- 
cellas,  and  a  fpecies  of  red  grape 


of  a  flefhy  fubftance.  During  the 
adminittration  of  the  Marquis  de 
Pombal,  one-third  of  the  vines 
were  ordered  to  be  extirpated,  and 
corn  fubftituted  in  the  room  of 
them.  In  a  few  years  thefe  lands 
reverted  to  their  original  flate, 
and  the  vine  was  again  planted  on 
them,  a  fyftem  of  agriculture  more 
congenial  to  the  indolence  of  the 
natives,  as  requiring  lefs  atten¬ 
dance.  In  mountainous  countries 
the  cultivation  of  corn  cannot  be 
productive  altogether  of  fuch  fa¬ 
vourable  refults  as  in  the  more 
champaign.  Portugal  might  never¬ 
theless  grow  more  than  double  the 
quantity  it  at  prefent  does  without 
ditturbing  a  fingle  vine. 

The  olive  is  a  tree  of  flow 
growth,  and  requires  many  years 
to  bring  to  perfection  ;  it  is  found 
in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  but 
more  particularly  in  Alentejo, 
Eftremadura,  and  Beira.  The 
great  fcantinefs  of  fuel  and  wood  for 
bivouacking  *  the  troops  has  una¬ 
voidably  occafioned  great  deftruc- 
tion  amongft  the  plantations,  al¬ 
though  every  exertion  has  been 
made  to  prevent  it ;  fome  years 
will  elapfe  before  the  damage  done 
to  the  olive  trees  will  be  recovered. 
The  beft  oil  of  Portugal  has  a  dif¬ 
agreeable  and  rancid  tafte,  owing 
to  the  olives  being  colle&ed  in 
large  quantities,  and  flowed  in 
bins  to  rot  previoufly  to  their  be¬ 
ing  preffed  in  the  mill :  wrhen  ga¬ 
thered  they  are  nearly  black. 

As  there  is  very  little  meadow 
land,  the  making  of  butter  and 
cheefe  is  not  much  attended  to,  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  province  of  Alentejo, 


*  The  ufual  method  of  encamping  during  an  adtive  campaign,  confifting  of  huts 
made  of  the  boughs  of  trees,  to  fhelter  the  men  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  or  to  pro¬ 
tect  them  in  fome  meafure  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 


the 
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-the  latter  is  made  entirely  of  goats 
and  Bleep’ s  milk  ;  when  new  it  is 
very  good,  in  tafte  fomewhat  fimi- 
lar  to  that  made  of  new  milk  or 
cream  in  England.  Butter,  except 
the  Irifh  or  Cambridge,  I  never 
met  with  in  the  country,  yet  I  am 
informed  it  is  made  of  a  fuperior 
quality  at  Chaves,  and  fold  there  ; 
a  fmall  quantity  is  alfo  made  at 
Oporto  by  individuals  for  their 
own  ufe.  The  milk  of  cows  is 
rarely  ufed,  except  medicinally. 
In  confequenceof  the  great  fcarcity 
of  cattle  in  fome  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  occafioned  by  the  want  of 
green  forage,  a  law  has  been  palled 
fubjefting  a  perfon  to  a  very  heavy 
line  for  killing  a  calf ;  this  may  in 
fome  meafure  account  for  the  inat¬ 
tention  of  the  farmers  to  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  butter  and  cheefe. 

The  Portuguefe  oxen  are  little 
inferior  in  bulk  to  the  Englilh,  but 
beautifully  formed,  and  more  ac¬ 
tive,  the  colour  is  generally  red, 
and  their  horns  long  and  wide. 
They  are  ufed  for  the  purpofes  of 
hulbandry  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom,  yoked,  as  before  obferved, 
fome  times  by  the  horns,  and  fome- 
times  by  the  neck  ;  the  ox  will 
draw  equally  well  in  harnefs  with 
the  collar,  a  mode  reforted  to  by 
the  Britifli  artillery,  when  horfes 
were  not  to  be  procured.  In  af- 
cending  and  defcending  the  pafles 
in  the  mountains  they  are  more 
fure  footed  than  the  mules  or 
horfes ;  their  pull  is  Heady,  and 
they  do  not  yield  to  the  inclination 
of  the  carriage,  or  plunge  at  an 
impediment.  In  travelling  with 
artillery,  to  any  diftance,  where 
an  attack  is  not  expedfed  on  the 
march,  oxen  may  be  made  ufe  of 
to  advantage,  and  the  horfes  for 
the  guns,  with  their  harnefs. 


marched  in  the  rear  of  each  bri¬ 
gade  ;  when  near  an  enemy  the 
oxen  may  be  taken  off,  and  added 
to  the  commiffariat  depot.  The 
meat  of  thefe  when  well  fed  is  ex¬ 
cellent  ;  to  judge  of  it  in  the  man¬ 
ner  it  is  ufually  iiTued  to  the  troops 
is  not  a  fair  , criterion  :  after  march¬ 
ing  many  hundred  miles,  it  is 
killed  and  eaten  in  lefs  than  an 
hour.  Under  thefe  circumflances 
no  meat  can  be  good. 

The  Bleep  are  a  crofs  of  the  Ma¬ 
rino  breed,  about  the  fize  of  thofe 
called  Southdown,  but  the  mutton 
is  much  inferior.  As  in  Spain, 
flocks  of  many  thoufands,  together 
with  goats,  are  feen  on  the  moun¬ 
tains  or  on  the  plains ;  the  fliep- 
herds  in  the  province  of  Tras  os 
Montes  have  fmall  huts  on  wheels, 
made  of  a  wine  calk,  cut  longitu¬ 
dinally,  and  of  fufficient  fize  to 
allow  one  man  to  creep  in  and  lie 
at  his  length,  thefe  they  move 
with  their  flocks,  which  are  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  number  of  dogs, 
whofe  necks  are  armed  with  an 
iron  collar  full  of  fpikes,  in  order 
to  enable  them  the  better  to  cope 
with  the  wolves,  of  which  there 
are  a  great  number  in  the  moun¬ 
tains.  At  night  the  fhepherds 
kindle  large  fires,  having  at  a  dif¬ 
tance  very  much  the  appearance  of 
an  enemy’s  camp. 

About  the  fall  of  the  year  large 
droves  of  fwine  are  feen  feeding  on 
the  acorns  of  the  cork  tree,  which 
are  exceedingly  fweet,  and  larger 
than  that  of  the  oak  tree.  In  the 
northern  provinces,  and  in  fome 
parts  of  Beira  they  feed  alfo  on  the 
chefnuts  which  fall  from  the  trees. 
The  pigs,  which  are  moftly  black, 
are  not  remarkably  large,  but 
enormoufly  fat,  and  their  flefli  in 
the  interior  excellent ;  in  Lilbon, 
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and  in  all  the  towns,  they  feed  on 
tiie  difguiting  filth  of  the  flreets. 

Every  one  is  acquainted  with 
the  penchant  of  a  foldier  for  poul¬ 
try,  on  account  of  their  being  of 
fo  convenient  a  iize  for  the  haver- 
fack  ;  the  dell  ruCtion  amongft  the 
feathered  tribe  has  confequently 
thinned  their  ranks  in  a  propor¬ 
tionate  degree.  Ducks  and  geefe 
are  at  all  times  fcarce,  but  turkeys 
more  abundant.  Fowls  are  nearly 
annihilated  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  campaign,. 

Game  is  plentiful,  particularly 
the  red-legged  partridge  and 
quails  ;  wild  boars  and  deer  are  to 
be  met  with  in  fome  parts  of  the 
country  ;  hares  and  rabbits  abound, 
but  they  are  inferior  both  in  fize 
and  flavour  to  thofe  of  the  more 
northern  parts  of  the  continent. 
At  times  woodcocks,  fnipes,  and 
wild  fowl  are  to  be  met  with  ; 
pheafants  are  known  only  as  curi- 
ofi  ties. 

Agricultural  implements  appear 
to  have  received  but  little  improve¬ 
ment  fince  the  days  of  Noah.  The 
plough  fcratches  the  earth,  mules 
tread  out  the  corn,  and  the  wind 
of  the  heavens  alone  aifpels  the 
chaff.  Great  care  and  ingenuity 
however,  are  bellowed  in  water¬ 
ing  the  gardens ;  for  this  purpofe 
the  water  is  raifed  from  the  wells 
by  means  of  an  horizontal  wheel 
with  cogs,  adding  on  a  vertical 
one,  round  which  a  hair  rope  paffes 
with  fmall  earthen  pitchers  about 
a  foot  afunder,  fixed  to  it  :  each 
of  thefe  difeharges  its  contents  into 
a  ciftern,  from  whence  it  is  direct¬ 
ed  in  fmall  drains  to  all  parts  of  the 
garden.  This  machine  is  put  in 
motion  by  an  ox,  or  mule,  or  an 
afs.  The  fides  of  the  ciffern  are 
generally  coped  with  marble,  on 


which  the  women  beat  the  clothes 
in  wafhing. 

The  cultivation  of  potatoes  is 
not  fufficiently  attended  to  in  Por¬ 
tugal  ;  although  they  do  not  fuc- 
ceed  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
yet  in  the  vicinity  of  Coimbra  I 
have  eaten  them  offuperior  quality 
to  thofe  of  England.  In  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  owing  to 
their  being  either  of  a  bad  fort,  or 
to  the  nature  of  the  foil,  they  are 
feldom  of  a  greater  fize  than  a  large 
walnut,  and  fcarcely  to  be  met 
with. 

Fruit  is  abundant,  more  particu¬ 
larly  oranges,  lemons,  both  acid  and 
fweet,  pomegranates,  peaches,  apri¬ 
cots,  apples,  pears,  quinces,  figs, 
walnuts,  chefnuts,  and  almonds. 
Pine-apples  do  not  come  to  perfection 
without  being  forced,  and  are  only 
raifed  in  the  gardens  of  particular 
individuals.  Cherries,  rafpberries, 
ilrawberries,  filberts,  and  hazel¬ 
nuts,  goofeberries,  and  currants, 
are  fcarce.  The  two  latter  have 
been  tried  without  much  fuccefs. 
Salt  is  one  of  the  chief  exports  from 
Portugal,  and  principally  from  the 
port  of  St.  Ubes,  where  the  qua¬ 
lity  of  it  is  reckoned  preferable  to 
that  made  near  Lifhori.  This,  if 
founded,  is  perhaps  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  notion  that  evaporation 
takes  place  more  immediately,  and 
the  faline  particle  is  more  concen¬ 
trated,  by  there  being  lefs  interme¬ 
diate  admiflion  of  any  moifture. 
Should  the  prefent  conteft  in  Por¬ 
tugal  continue  for  any  length  of 
time,  and  the  communication  be¬ 
tween  Lifbon  and  Oporto  be  cut  ofF 
by  land,  fait  may  be  fent  round 
from  hence  to  the  northern  pro¬ 
vinces  in  fmall  veffels,  and  in  re¬ 
turn  they  may  be  loaded  with 
careafes  of  bullocks  failed  down, 
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as  a  means  of  fubfsftence  to  the 
troops. 

The  chief  manufactures  of  Por¬ 
tugal  are  filk,  coarfe  cloth,  and 
linen,  all  of  which  are  much  infe¬ 
rior  to  the  other  ftates  of  Europe. 
Fine  cloth  is  not  to  be  procured, 
except  of  Englifh  or  French  manu¬ 
facture,  and  for  which  you  pay  exor¬ 
bitantly  dear.  There  are  likewife 
feveral  manufactories  of  glafs,  as 
yet  arrived  to  very  little  perfec¬ 
tion.  This  article  is  moftly  fiip- 
plied  from  England  or  Bohemia ; 
of  the  latter  nation  numbers  of 
glafs  merchants  are  refident  in  Life 
bon  and  Oporto.  Fire-arms,  cut¬ 
lery,  and  iron-work  of  every  de- 
fcription,  are  but  roughly  finilhed. 
A  Portuguefe  pocket  knife  is  either 
made  in  the  form  of  a  ftiletto,  or 
a  blade  riveted  in  between  two  bits 
of  bone  or  wood,  and  generally 
without  a  fpring  at  the  back. 

There  are  fome  few  precious 
Hones  found  in  this  country,  but 
they  are  imported  in  great  variety 
from  the  Brazils.  The  molt  nu¬ 
merous  are  the  topazes,  which  are 
badly  fet  in  gold,  in  erodes  artd 
other  ornaments.  Marble  abounds 
in  all  parts  of  Portugal  of  various 
forts. 


Account  of  fome  of  the  Cufoms  of 
the  People  of  Morocco. 

{ From  Travels  through  the  Empire 
of  Morocco ,  by  Dr.  J.  Buffa.J 

I  (hall  now  give  you  an  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  mar¬ 
riages  are  invariably  negotiated 
and  conducted  in  this  country.  A 
female,  the  confidential  friend  ot 
the  fuitor,  is  difpatched  to  obferve 
and  report  the  beauty  and  accorri- 
plifhments  of  the  young  lady  ;  and 
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when  thofe  are  found  to  be  perfeCf  Iy 
adapted  to  the  gentleman’s  tafte, 
fhe  is  further  delegated  to  found 
his  eulogium,  and  by  every  means, 
fuch  as  prefenting  her  with  valua¬ 
ble  jewels,  See.  to  ingratiate  him  in 
the  good  opinion  of  the  fair  one. 
When  this  curious  courifhip  ends, 
by  terms  being  agreed  upon,  the 
deftined  bridegroom  pays  down  a 
fum  of  money  to  the  bride,  a  li¬ 
cence  is  taken  out  from  the  cadi, 
and  the  parties  are  named.  I  fend 
you  a  defeription  of  a  marriage  ce¬ 
remony,  at  which  I  was  prefen t 
the  other  day. 

The  bridegroom,  (who  is  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  houfehold,) 
came  out  of  his  houfe,  attended  by 
a  va ft  number  of  his  friends,  and 
mounted  on  one  of  the  belt  horfes 
belonging  to  the  emperor,  moft  cu- 
rioufly  and  richly  caparifoned.  He 
carried  his  fword  unfheathed,  and 
w  as  preceded  by  a  fpJendid  ftandard, 
and  a  band  of  mu  lie  ;  he  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  kind  of  palanquin,  fup- 
ported  on  the  fhoulders  of  four 
ftout  black  flavey ;  a  detachment  of 
cavalry  firing  their  pieces  every 
minute,  and  a  proceffion  of  rela¬ 
tions  and  friends,  the  whole  mov¬ 
ing  with  great  mirth  and  jollity. 

Before  they  reached  the  houfe 
of  the  bride,  the  cavalcade  halted, 
and  the  bridegroom  difmounted, 
affified  by  his  negro  Haves,  and 
knocked  loudly  at  the  door  three 
times.  The  lady  was  brought  out 
in  a  covered  chair,  attended  by 
four  women,  completely  muffled 
up.  The  whole  party  of  the  bride¬ 
groom  turned  their  backs,  and  Ate 
was  fmuggled  into  the  palanquin  ; 
they  then  returned  in  the  feme  fiyle 
to  the  houfe  of  her  lord,  where  be¬ 
fore  fhe  was  allowed  to  enter,  he 
placed  himfelj  at  the  entrance,  and 
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extending  his  right  arm  acrofs  the 
doorway,  fhe  paffed  under,  as  an 
indication  of  her  voluntary  and  un¬ 
conditional  fubmiflion  to  his  will 
and  pleafure. 

After  this  ceremony,  the  bride¬ 
groom  was  obliged  to  retire  to  the 
houfe  of  his  neareft  relation,  where 
he  continued  three  days  and  nights, 
feafting,  and  receiving  prefents 
from  all  his  male  friends,  while  the 
bride  was  paid  the  fame  compliments 
by  her  female  acquaintance.  At 
the  expiration  of  the  appointed 
time,  the  gentleman  returned  to 
his  own  houfe. 

The  Moors  are  not  allowed  by 
their  law  more  than  four  wives, 
but  they  have  as  many  concubines 
as  they  can  maintain  ;  accordingly, 
the  wealthy  Moors,  befides  their 
wives,  keep  a  kind  of  feraglio  of 
women  of  all  colours. 

From  their  marriages,  I  am  in- 
fenfibly  led  to  the  fubjeft  of  the 
burial  of  their  dead.  Not  that  any 
idea  ftrikes  me  of  an  analogy  be¬ 
tween  the  lituations  of  a  married 
perfon,  and  one  configned  to  the 
“  narrow  houfe,”  as  Oflian  poeti¬ 
cally  ftyles  the  grave ;  but  from  a 
certain  fucceffion  of  thought,  for 
which  one  is  at  a  lofs  to  account. 
In  the  burial  of  their  dead,  they 
are  decent  and  pious,  without 
pomp  or  fhow.  The  corpfe  is  at¬ 
tended  by  the  relations  and  friends, 
chanting  palfages  from  the  Koran, 
to  the  mofque,  where  it  is  wafhed, 
and  it  is  afterwards  interred  in  a 
place  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
town,  the  iman,  or  prieft,  pro¬ 
nouncing  an  oration,  containing 
the  eulogy  of  the  deceafed.  The 
male  relations  exprefs  their  regard 
by  alms  and  prayers,  the  women 
by  ornamenting  the  tomb  with 
flowers  and  green  leaves.  Their 


time  of  mourning  is  the  fame  as 
ours,  twelve  months,  during  which 
period  the  widows  diveft  them- 
felves  of  every  ornament,  and  ap¬ 
pear  habited  in  the  coarfeft  attire* 
Their  burial  grounds  are  inclofed 
by  cyprefs  and  other  dark  lofty 
trees,  the  lower  parts  of  which  are 
interwoven  with  odoriferous  fhrubs 
and  creeping  plants,  forming  an 
almofl:  impenetrable  hedge.  Some 
of  their  tombs  are  very  curious, 
though  they  exhibit  fpecimens  of 
the  rudeft  archite&ure.  There  are 
alfo  feveral  faints*  honfes  in  their 
burying  places,  which  render  them 
doubly  facred;  and  noChriftian  or 
Jew  is  fuffered  to  enter  on  pain  of 
death. 

Friday  being  their  fabbath,  the 
day  is  kept  perfe&ly  holy.  All 
the  Moors  are  employed  in  prayer, 
reading  the  Koran,  or  vifiting  the 
tombs  of  their  departed  friends. 

Curiofity  prompted  me  to  go  and 
fee  an  aflfemblage  of  fanatics,  at  a 
celebrated  faint's  houfe,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  town.  They 
were  to  perform  many  wonderful 
things,  fuch  as  tearing  a  live  (beep 
in  pieces,  and  devouring  the  flefli, 
fighting  with  wild  beafts,  and  fe¬ 
veral  other  barbarous  exhibitions. 
Thefe  people,  called  in  Barbary, 
Free  Mafons ,  are  nothing  more  than 
a  fet  of  canting,  roaring  compa¬ 
nions,  furcharged  with  wine  and 
other  liquors,  and  affembled  in  this 
holy  place,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of 
giving  free  vent  to  their  brutal 
paffions.  This  fociety  is  peculiar 
to  itfelf,  having  no  connexion 
with  our  ancient  or  modern  Free 
Mafons.  I  have  however  obtained 
a  free  accefs  to  their  faints*  houfes 
and  fecret  meetings,  with  permif- 
fion  to  go  any  where  unmolefted; 
but  1  always  take  the  precaution 
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to  go  well  armed,  and  efcorted  by 
the  emperor’s  guards,  as  nothing 
can  exceed  the  barbarous  ads  of 

this  frantic  fet  of  people. 

/ 

«  *  *  *  *  * 

The  inhabitants  of  the  empire 
of  Morocco,  that  are  not  in  a  mi¬ 
litary  capacity,  or  otherwife  im¬ 
mediately  in  the  fervice  of  the  em¬ 
peror,  are  miferably  poor ;  and  the 
natural  indolence  of  their  difpofi- 
tion  preventing  them  from  making 
any  laudable  exertions  towards 
gaining  a  livelihood,  they  have 
recourfe  to  any  means  of  fraud  and 
violence.  It  is  aftoniftiing  how 
frequently  affaflinations  and  robbe¬ 
ries  are  committed  in  this  empire, 
notwithftanding  the  ruffians,  when 
deteded,  are  puniihed  in  the  moft 
exemplary  manner,  by  the  right 
hand  and  left  foot  being  cut  off, 
and  the  head  afterwards  being  fe¬ 
vered  from  the  body.  The  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  murderers  are  all  fined 
heavily,  and  the  judgment  often 
extends  to  the  whole  village,  near 
which  the  crime  has  been  perpe¬ 
trated  ;  yet  feldom  a  day  pafies 
but  fome  daring  robbery  is  com¬ 
mitted  ;  accompanied  by  the  moft 
wanton  and  favage  cruelty ;  the 
unhappy  vidim  of  the  plunderer 
being  frequently  left  in  the  public 
roads  in  a  moft  lhocking  ftate  of 
mutilation.  Another  oftenfiblecaufe 
of  the  derelidion  of  the  peafantry 
from  the  laws  of  humanity,  may 
be  the  extreme  oppreffion  under 
which  they  groan  ;  as,  on  account 
of  their  former  propenfity  to  re¬ 
bellion,  they  are  now  ruled  with  a 
rod  of  iron,  which,  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity  has  rendered  them  callous,  and 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  nature.  But, 
independently  of  thefe  occafional 
depredations,  there  is  a  band  of  va¬ 
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grants,  who  are  aduated  by  no 
other  motives,  than  what  their 
own  black  hearts  fuggeft.  They 
inhabit  caves  in  the  fides  of  enor¬ 
mous  rocky  precipices,  and  go  en¬ 
tirely  naked  :  their  principal  food 
is  the  flefli  of  wild  beafts.  This 
tribe  of  freebooters  appears  to  be 
quite  a  diftind  fet  of  people  ;  they 
feem  to  have  an  invincible  aver- 
fion  to  the  Mahometan  religion, 
and  worlhip  the  fun  and  fire ; 
they  fpeak  a  different  language 
from  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  a 
mixture  of  African  and  the  old 
Arabic ;  all  which  circumftances 
favour  their  own  report  of  them- 
felves,  which  is,  that  they  are  the 
genuine  defcendants  of  the  original 
inhabitants.  They  look  down 
upon  the  more  civilized  Moors 
with  contempt,  and  confider  them 
as  the  real  ufurpers  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  plunderers  of  their 
property.  They  fubfift  chiefly  by 
rapine,  and  frequently  throw  a 
whole  village  into  confternation 
by  their  nodurnal  vifits  ;  yet  their 
cunning  and  dexterity  are  fo  great, 
they  a  1  moft  conftantly  elude  the 
vigilance  of  juftice  :  indeed,  they 
are  never  forced  from  their  places 
of  retreat,  (which  are  inacceflible 
to  all  but  themfelves)  but  when 
taken,  it  is  either  in  the  ad  of  rob¬ 
bing,  or  when  they  venture  to  the 
markets  or  fairs ;  and  then  the 
capture  is  not  effeded  without  a 
ftrong  body  of  the  military. 


Cuftoms  and  Occupations  of  the 
White  Inhabitants  and  Negroes  of 
Paramaribo .  From  a  Narrative 
of  a  Voyage  to  Surinam  >  by  Ba¬ 
ron  Von  Sack. 

In  giving  you  the  defcription 
of  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  the 
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inhabitants  of  Paramaribo,  I  muft 
tell  you,  that  focieties  of  family 
parties  are  here  but  few,  as  inoft 
of  the  principal  owners  of  eftates, 
who  ufed  often  to  refide  in  town, 
have  left  the  colony,  and  moft  of 
the  prefent  refidents  are  unmarried. 
Thefe  choofe  for  the  management 
of  their  domeftic  affairs,  houfe- 
keepers,  who  are,  in  general,  wo¬ 
men  of  colour  ;  but  though  they 
poffefs  a  great  deal  of  vivacity, 
yet  their  company  cannot  be  in- 
terefting  to  other  than  their  maf- 
ters. 

A  wealthy  inhabitant  of  Para¬ 
maribo  generally  employs  his  time 
in  the  following  maimer  :  he  rifes 
3t  fix  o’clock,  and,  to  enjoy  the 
pleafantnefs  of  the  morning,  takes 
his  breakfaft  under  his  piazza,  at 
which  he  is  attended  by  a  number 
of  female  negroes,  and  a  boy,  who 
prefents  him  with  a  fegar-pipe ; 
during  this  time  he  orders  the  do- 
jnefiic  concerns  for  the  day  ;  then, 
putting  on  a  light  drefs,  he  takes 
a  walk  by  the  fide  of  the  river, 
to  fee  if  there  are  any  new  veffels 
arrived,  and  to  converfe  with  their 
captains.  About  eight  o’clock  he 
returns  home,  till  ten  employs 
himfelf  in  bufinefs,  then  takes  a 
fecond  breakfaft,  which  confifts  of 
more  folid  articles  than  the  firft, 
and  would  be  confidered  in  Eu¬ 
rope  as  a  tolerably  good  dinner ; 
after  this  he  occafionally  returns 
to  bufinefs  till  about  two  o’clock, 
when  he  goes  to  a  club,  of  which 
there  are  two  principal  ones ;  here 
he  learns  the  news  of  the  day, 
takes  fome  refrefhment  or  cordials, 
and  returns  at  three  to  dinner, 
which  is  often  in  the  fociety  of 
his  friends.  Some  have  the  fame 
cuftom  here  as  prevails  in  the  fouth 
of  Europe,  of  indulging  them- 


felves  with  a  nap  in  the  afternoon, 
but  others  rather  prefer  a  walk. 
About  fix  o’clock,  after  taking 
his  tea,  if  he  is  not  engaged  in 
any  other  company,  he  again  vi- 
fits  the  club  to  play  at  cards  or 
billiards,  and  about  ten  he  returns 
home  to  his  fupper,  and  then  to  reft. 

Several  gentlemen  who  have  a 
tafte  for  mufic  hold  a  concert  al- 
moft  every  week,  to  which  they 
invite  company.  There  is  like- 
wife  a  theatre  here,  and  gentle¬ 
men,  for  their  amufement,  have 
given  us  feveral  reprefentations ; 
amongft  them  were  fome  very  ex¬ 
cellent  performers. 

Befides  the  ball  given  by  the 
governor  and  general  in  honour  of 
fome  particular  days,  there  are  alfo 
fubfcription  balls,  where  the  colour 
of  the  dreffes  cannot  afford  more 
variety  than  the  different  com¬ 
plexions  of  the  company. 

The  inhabitants  who  are  born 
here  of  European  parents,  or  the 
creoles,  fbew,  in  their  infancy, 
an  early  difplay  of  extraordinary 
talents  ;  but  they  are  like  the  fer¬ 
tile  foil  of  the  tropics,  which,  if 
not  well  cultivated,  will  foon  be 
overfpread  with  weeds.  Some, 
who  have  the  good  fortune  to  ob¬ 
tain  proper  inftruftion,  prove  that 
they  are  capable  of  being  brought 
up  to  any  line  of  bufinefs.  They 
poffefs  a  ftrong  memory  for  learn¬ 
ing  languages,  and  they  are  all 
diftinguilhed  by  the  excellence  of 
their  hand-writing  ;  fencing  they 
learn  well,  as  alfo  the  ufe  of  other 
arms,  and  they  fliow  a  great  deal 
of  addrefs  in  all  bodily  exercifes. 
The  people  of  colour  born  in  this 
colony  poffefs  much  the  fame  ta¬ 
lents  as  thofe  bom  of  European 
parents,  and  are  well  made.  The 
women  are  remarkable  for  their 
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Ine  figure,  beautiful  eyes,  and 
line  teeth ;  but  their  dark  com¬ 
plexion  admits  not  the  rofy  colour 
of  the  cheeks :  the  hair  is  crifped  ; 
but  the  Meftizas,  who  are  born 
of  an  European  father  and  a  Mu¬ 
latto  woman,  are  a  degree  more 
remote  from  the  negro,  and  thofe 
perfons  are  often  fo  fair  as  to  be 
hardly  diftinguifhable  from  the 
Europeans.  The  Quarderoons  are 
Hill  a  degree  nearer  the  Europeans, 
all  the  diftin£lions  between  them 
are  no  longer  perceptible,  and  the 
laws  themfelves  give  them  the 
fame  rights  as  Europeans.  They 
poffefs  a  great  deal  of  vivacity  in 
their  temper,  much  natural  wit ; 
and,  it  is  fa  id,  they  are  very 
conftant  in  their  affedfions.  A  cu¬ 
rious  euftora  prevails  here  among 
the  free  coloured  women,  who 
will  fometimes  challenge  one  ano¬ 
ther,  when  they  are  offended,  be¬ 
fore  a  tribunal  of  their  owe  fex. 
They  appoint  a  day  and  fix  a 
place,  which  is,  in  general,  a 
handfome  garden,  where  a  large 
tent  is  eredfed,  and  in  the  even¬ 
ing  is  well  lighted  up.  The  lady 
who  firft  gave  the  challenge,  is 
feated  in  the  principal  part  of  the 
tent,  furrounded  by  her  own 
flaves,  and  thofe  of  her  friends, 
finely  dreffed ;  a  circus  of  chairs 
is  placed  for  the  vifitors.  The 
lady  (or  to  whom  fire  gives  the 
commiffion)  fings  a  line  containing 
part  of  her  complaint,  or  fome  re¬ 
flection  upon  her  antagonist ;  and 
this  is  repeated  in  a  chorus  by  the 
attending  female  flaves,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  other  lines  until  it'be- 
comes  a  complete  fong,  between 
the  different  parts  of  which  there 
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is  a  dance ;  and  the  negro  females 
accompany  the  movements,  and 
mark  the  time  with  fruit-fliells 
ftrung  on  a  firing  like  beads.  This 
method  of  treating  the  difpute 
gives,  at  leaft,  to  the  adverfary, 
a  fair  opportunity  of  knowing 
what  is  fpoken  of  her,  and,  of 
courfe,  enables  her  to  anfwer  it. 
The  next  week  file  invites  the 
company,  when  it  becomes  her 
turn  to  expofe  the  character  of  her 
antagonift  ;  and  this  kind  of  al¬ 
ternate  contention  is  fometimes 
carried  on  for  feveral  weeks,  du¬ 
ring  which  they  are  vifited  by 
fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
as  the  fcene  affords  confiderable 
entertainment.  Sometimes,  in¬ 
deed,  thefe  females  of  colour  will 
challenge  a  friend,  in  a  frolic,  to 
arrange  fuch  parties  againfi  one 
another,  and  a  great  deal  of  hu. 
rnour  is  then  difplayed,  in  which 
even  the  vifitors  are  often  not 
fpared  ;  but  to  prevent  any  dif- 
order  at  fuch  numerous  meetings, 
fome  of  the  police  officers  are  al¬ 
ways  in  attendance 

The  free  negroes  are  efteemed  to 
be  about  equal  in  number,  at  Pa¬ 
ramaribo,  to  the  people  of  colour : 
they  are  handicrafts,  fuch  as 
blackfmiths,  carpenters,  taylors, 
ftioe-makers,  &c.  but  they  work 
extremely  ill,  and  are  very  neg¬ 
ligent,  fo  that  little  dependence 
can  be  put  on  moft  of  them.  There 
is,  however,  a  great  difference 
between  thofe  who  have  been  in- 
ftrudled  in  the  Chriftian  religion, 
by  the  Moravians,  and  the  others  ; 
and  I  have  found,  by  experience, 
how  much  more  their  word  may 
be  relied  on  ;  but  in  general  all 


*  Thefe  meetings,  for  which  the  licence  from  the  fifcal  muft  be  obtained,  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour  called  a  Doo; 

Vox.  LII.  or  Vox.  X.  New  Series.  [  X  x]  the 
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the  free-negroes  are  reported  to  be 
very  idle,  and  will  only  labour 
juft  for  a  prefent  fubfiftence.  The 
negro  Haves  often  declare,  that 
they  are  better  off  than  free  ne¬ 
groes.  In  the  fongs  which  the 
plantation  negroes  frequently  fing, 
there  is  one  of  a  very  lively  tune, 
and  is  always  accompanied  with 
much  laughter  and  mirth ;  the 
words  are,  mackarele  Seneda, 
mackarele  Monday,  mackarele 
Tuefday,  mackarele  alladay,  &c. 
the  meaning  is,  mackarel  Sunday, 
mackarel  Monday,  mackarel  Tuef¬ 
day,  mackarel  every  day,  &c. 
Seeing  the  negroes  fo  very  merry 
when  they  were  Hnging  this  fong, 

I  alked  them  the  meaning  of  the 
words,  when  one  of  them  anfwer- 
ed,  (t  Maftera,  when  we  have 
good  mafter,  we  find  ourfelves  more 
happy  than  thofe  free-negroes  are, 
and  when  we  fee  one  of  them,  we 
make  them  hear  this,  for  they  live 
upon  nothing  but  mackarel,  whilft 
we  other  negroes  have  plenty  of 
different  provifions  on  the  planta¬ 
tions.  *'  Mackarel  is  a  very  cheap 
diet  here  ;  and  that  the  plantation 
negroes  have  fome  reafon  for  their 
exultation,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
as  I  have  feen  very  few  among 
the  free  negroes  as  ftrong  and 
hearty  in  appearance  as  they 
are. 

The  cuftom  which  the  free  ne¬ 
groes  have  of  following  their  fu¬ 
nerals,  gives  me  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  them  colleftively  *. 


The  number  of  Haves  kept  in 
the  town  are  eftimated,  as  I  ob~ 
ferved  in  one  of  my  former  letters,  , 
at  eleven  thoufand  ;  they  are  not 
only  employed  in  the  management 
of  the  houfe,  but  are  alfo  put  out 
to  different  mechanics,  to  learn 
thofe  occupations  of  which  their 
mafters  ftand  moft  in  need.  But 
there  is  one  method  here  of  em¬ 
ploying  the  negroes,  which  ftiould 
not  be  tolerated  ;  fome  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  when  they  find  a  Have 
pofleffing  fagaeity,  will  make  him 
a  pedlar,  or  ft  rolling  trader,  fur- 
mfhing  him  with  different  articles, 
and  leaving  entirely  the  mana 
ment  of  the  bufinefs  to  him  ;  but 
he  is  obliged  to  pay  fo  much  per 
week  to  his  mafter,  who  cares  not 
what  means  he  employs  to  ob¬ 
tain  it ;  now,  when  the  man  has 
been  fome  weeks  without  felling 
enough  for  his  regular  payment, 
inftances  have  occurred  of  his  en¬ 
deavouring  to  fupply  the  deficiency 
by  impofition,  or  even  by  theft, 
thinking  that  even  if  he  ftiould 
be  dete&ed,  his  mafter  would,  from 
a  regard  to  his  own  intereft,  fereen 
him  as  much  as  poffible  from  fe- 
vere  punifhment. 

The  great  vivacity  in  the  tem¬ 
per  of  the  negroes  is  never  more 
difplayed  than  in  their  Sunday 
amufements ;  you  know  the  lively 
play  which  is  performed  in  the 
fouth  of  Europe,  where  one  party 
ftiews  with  his  finger  a  certain 
number,  to  which  the  other  is  to 


*  By  the  laws  of  Surinam,  it  is  enafted,  that  if  a  mafter  withes  to  emancipate  a 
negro,  he  muft  firft  prove  how  the  negro  is  to  gain  Ins  future  living  ;  or  to  give  him 
a  houfe  with  fome  land  attached  to  it ;  befides  which  the  mafter  muft  give  fecurit}'  to 
the  value  of  3000  florins,  in  cafe  the  negro  ftiould  become  fo  poor  or  infirm,  or 
otherwife  difahled,  as  to  prove  a  burthen  to  the  colony.  It  is  obferved,  however,  that 
the  free  negroes,  whatever  be  their  condition  at  firft,  decline  too  often'  in  their  con¬ 
dition,  particularly  their  profperity  ;  hut  fome  who  merit  to  be  excepted  from  this 
reproach,  I  know  mylelf. 


add 
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add  with  his  fingers  a  number, 
and  quickly  to  anfwer  how  many 
the  number  is  together,  which 
is  performed  with  a  great  deal  of 
gefticulation  ;  but  the  negroes  here 
have  Hill  a  more  lively  game,  one 
of  them  makes  with  his  feet,  all 
the  extraordinary  figures  that  are 
poflible  to  be  invented,  and  the 
other  is  to  imitate  them  inftantly, 
trying  who  can  tire  the  other  moil. 
They  play -alfo  with  balls,  but  not 
in  the  European  manner,  by  turns, 
but  he  is  confidered  the  beft  who 
can  firft  catch  the  ball  *  and  being 
all  of  them  conftantly  employed 
together,  you  may  judge  how  fa¬ 
tiguing  this  muft  be  to  the  players. 
The  negro  girls,  while  they  are 
wafhing  the  floors  of  the  houfes, 
are  frequently  finging,  and  beat¬ 
ing  time  to  their  merry  fongs, 
with  the  cloth  with  which  they  are 
at  work. 

The  creole-negroes,  particularly 
the  women,  have  in  general  a  more 
cheerful  countenance  than  thofe 
brought  from  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
and  though  they  cannot  be  com¬ 
pared  to  the  beauty  of  a  fair  com¬ 
plexion,  yet  if  a  ftatue  of  a  flne 
figured  nymph,  executed  in  black 
marble,  can  pleafe  you,  then  fome 
of  thefe  fable  females  might  like- 
wife  engage  your  admiration. 
There  are  here  alfo  fome  Indian 
Haves,  but  they  are  only  allowed 
to  be  purchafed  when  thofe  Indian 
nations,  who  live  on  the  territory 
of  the  colony,  have  been  at  war 
with  fome  diftant  tribes,  and  have 
taken  prifoners  from  them;,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colony  who  buy 
them,  employ  them  only  as  hunts¬ 
men,  or  fervants,  $s  they  are  never 
uied  for  tilling  the  ground  ;  for 
though  they  are  very  adtive,  yet 
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they  do  not  poflefs  any  remarkable 
bodily  ftrength ;  and  befides,  they 
are  in  their  difpofition  rather  of 
a  melancholy  turn.  They  fome- 
times  feel  an  unufual  eagernefs  to 
return  to  their  own  nation,  but 
will  not  venture  the  pafiage  for 
fear  they  might  fall  into  the  hands 
of  Indians,  who  do  not  belong  to 
their  own  tribe,  and  thus  become 
their  flaves  again,  therefore  they 
rather  prefer  to  ftay  with  their 
European  mafters ;  but  then  they 
foon  fall  into  a  decline  ;  grief  and 
ftupor  end  their  lives. 


Defcription  of  Athletic  Contejis  in 
Myfore.  From  Hijlorical  Sketches 
of  the  South  of  India .  By  Lieut. 
Col.  Wiks. 

Maha-Noumi,  the  Great  Ninth, 
the  feaft  being  celebrated  on  the 
9th  of  the  increafing  moon,  is 
the  fuppofed  anniverfary  of  a  great 
event  in  the  hiftoty  of  the  celebrate 
ed  Pandoas.  The  feaft  is  kept  with 
a  creditable  degree  of  fplendour  by 
the  prefent  Rajah  of  Myfore,  and 
athletic  contefts  and  various  fports 
are  exhibited  before  him  during 
nine  fucceflive  days.  Myfore,  I 
believe,  is  the  only  country  in  the 
fouth  of  India,  in  which  the  in- 
ftitution  of  the  athlete  (Jetti)  has 
been  preferved  on  its  ancient  foot¬ 
ing.  Thofe  perfons  conftitute  a 
diftindt  call,  trained  from  their 
infancy  in  daily  exercifes  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  of  the  exhibitions ; 
and  perhaps  the  whole  world  does 
not  produce  more  perfedl  forms 
than  thofe  which  are  exhibited  at 
thefe  interefiing  but  cruel  fports. 
The  combatants,  clad  in  a  fingle 
garment  of  light  orange-coloured 
VC  x  2]  drawers 
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drawers,  extended  half-way  down 
the  thigh,  have  their  right-hand 
furniftied  with  a  weapon,  which, 
for  want  of  a  more  appropriate 
term,  we  (hall  name  a  ceftus,  al¬ 
though  different  from  the  Roman 
inftrument  of  that  name.  It  is 
compofed  of  a  buffalo’s-horn,  fit¬ 
ted  to  the  hand,  and  pointed  with 
four  knobs,  refembling  very  (harp 
knuckles,  and  correfponding  to 
their  fituation,  with  a  fifth  of 
greater  prominence  at  the  end 
neareft  the  little  finger,  and  at 
right  angles  with  the  other  four. 
This  inftrument,  properly  placed, 
would  enable  a  man  of  ordinary 
ftrength  to  cleave  open  the  head 
of  his  adverfary  at  a  blow  ;  but 
the  fingers  being  introduced 
through  the  weapon  it  is  fattened 
acrofs  them,  at  an  equal  diftance 
between  the  firft  and  fecond  lower 
joints,  in  a  fituation,  it  will  be 
obferved,  which  does  not  admit  of 
attempting  afevere  blow,  without 
the  rifk  of  diflocating  the  firft 
joints  of  all  the  fingers. 

Thus  armed,  and  adorned  with 
garlands  of  flowers,  the  fucceflive 
pairs  of  combatants,  previoufly 
matched  by  the  matters  of  the 
feaft,  are  led  into  the  arena  ;  and 
their  names  and  abodes  are  pro¬ 
claimed  ;  and  after  making  their 
proftrations,  firft  to  the  Rajah, 
feated  on  his  ivory  throne,  in  a 
balcony  which  overlooks  the  arena, 
and  then  to  the  lattices,  behind 
which  the  ladies  of  the  court  are 
feated,  they  proceed  to  the  com¬ 
bat,  firft  diverting  themfelves  of 
the  garlands,  and  ftrewing  the 
flowers  gracefully  over  the  arena. 

The  combat  is  a  mixture  of 
wreftling  and  boxing,  if  the  lat¬ 
ter  may  be  fo  named  :  the  head  is 


the  exclufive  objeft  permitted  to 
be  (truck.  The  guards  for  the 
defence,  though  (kilful,  are  not 
numerous :  the  blows  are  mere 
cuts  inflifted  by  the  ceftus ;  and 
before  the  end  of  the  conteft,  both 
of  the  combatants  may  frequently 
be  obferved  dreaming  with  blood 
from  the  crown  of  the  head  down 
to  the  fand  of  the  arena. 

The  wreftling  is  truly  admi¬ 
rable  ;  and  the  exertions  of  the 
combatants  to  difengage  them¬ 
felves  from  unfavourable  pofitions, 
in  which  the  head  would  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  ceftus,  are,  as  mere 
fpecimens  of  aftivity,  not  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  any  correfponding  exhi¬ 
bition  in  an  European  (late. 

When  victory  feems  to  have  de¬ 
clared  itfelf,  or  the  conteft  is  too 
feverely  maintained,  the  modera¬ 
tors  in  attendance  on  the  Rajah  in 
the  balcony,  make  a  fignal  for  its 
ceflation,  by  throwing  down  tur¬ 
bans  and  robes,  to  be  prefented  to 
the  combatants,  who,  before  re¬ 
tiring,  repeat  their  proftrations 
to  the  Rajah  and  the  lattices. 

A  willful  look  towards  the  bal¬ 
cony  is  the  ufual  fymptom  of  ac¬ 
knowledged  inferiority,  or  being, 
in  the  phrafe  of  Englilh  pugilifts, 
not  game:  and  the  vi&or  frequently 
goes  off*  the  arena  in  four  or  five 
fomerfeU ,  to  denote  that  he  retires 
frefti  from  the  conteft.  A  pair  of 
frelh  combatants  is  introduced  with 
the  fame  forms,  and  of  fuch  pairs 
about  two  hundred  are  exhibited 
during  the  nine  days  of  the  fef- 
tival. 

The  Jetti  of  Myfore  are  di¬ 
vided  into  five  clafles,  and  the  or¬ 
dinary  prize  is  promotion  to  a 
higher  clafs.  There  are  diftinft 
rewards  for  thofe  of  the  firft  clafs, 

and 
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and  in  their  old  age  they  are  pro¬ 
moted  to  be  mailers  of  the  feaft. 
During  three  years  that  I  attended 
the  Rajah  at  this  feaft  there  was 
one  champion  who  remained  un¬ 
matched  ;  on  the  fourth,  a  {trip¬ 
ling  offered  to  engage,  and  was 
merely  permitted  to  fpar  with  him, 
and  on  the  fifth  year  this  youth 
was  victorious. 


Defcripiion  of  the  Catara&s  ofTrol- 
hattciy  in  Sweden.  From  Tra¬ 
vels  through  Denmark  and  Swe¬ 
den •  By  Louis  de  Boisgelin. 

After  returning  to  Kunghiil,  we 
continued  our  journey  as  marked 
in  the  itinerary.  A  fledge,  or  a 
peafant's  cart,  according  to  the 
feafon,  muft  be  provided  at  Strcem, 
to  vifit  the  celebrated  and  juftly 
admired  cataradls  of  Trolhatta. 
The  road  to  the  laft-mentioned 
place  pafles  by  the  fide  of  a  river, 
and  through  fome  well-cultivated 
plains,  yielding  abundance  of  hops. 
On  quitting  Strcem,  we  proceeded 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  on 
the  great  road  to  Wenneriberg, 
when  turning  to  the  right,  we 
travelled  by  the  river  fide,  which, 
in  this  place,  though  very  near 
the  catara&s,  is  fo  extremely 
fmooth,  that  it  has  all  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  lake  in  the  form  of  a 
bafon.  We  here  pafled  the  river, 
in  very  fmall  light  boats,  for  two¬ 
pence  Engliih  each,  and  then  con¬ 
tinued  our  journey  on  the  oppofite 
fhore  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  on 
a  road  compofed  of  thick  planks, 
made  for  tranfporting  iron  from 
the  part  of  the  river  which  ceafes 
to  be  navigable  to  the  fpot  where 
it  becomes  fo  again.  Thofe  who 
come  from  Wennerfberg  may  crofs 
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the  river  above  the  catara&s,  as 
indeed  may  thofe  arriving  from 
Strcem,  but  this  road  is  very  cir¬ 
cuitous  :  at  all  events,  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  on  the  fame  fide  as 
the  hamlet  of  Trolhatta,  the  moun¬ 
tains  on  the  oppofite  ihore  being 
fituated  too  clofe  to  the  edge  of 
the  river  to  afford  any  profpe&. 
We  pafled  the  Gotha,  below 
the  catara&s,  at  a  place  where 
there  is  a  ftorehoufe  for  iron.  This 
building  is  large,  though  confift- 
ing  of  only  the  ground  floor, 
which,  however,  contains  feveral 
different  magazines,  all  properly 
numbered.  From  thence  thofe 
who  obje&  to  walking  may  hire 
carriages  of  the  country  to  con¬ 
vey  them  to  Trolhatta,  for  which 
diftance,  on  account  of  the  length 
of  time  they  are  kept  in  waiting, 
they  charge  a  mile  ;  though  the 
whole  diftance,  going  and  return¬ 
ing,  is  not  more  than  half  a  one. 
Our  ferryman  a&ed  as  Cicerone  on 
this  occafion,  and  after  (howing 
us  every  thing  worth  feeing  at 
Trolhatta,  was  perfectly  fatisfied 
with  eight  ikellings.  This  little 
tour  ftiould  be  commenced  at  the 
village  of  Trolhatta,  where  there 
are  faw. mills  to  be  feen  ;  and  in  de¬ 
fending  again  below  the  catara&s, 
the  view  is  complete,  and  wonder¬ 
fully  pi&urefque,  not  only  from  the 
greatvariety  of  cafcades,  but  from 
the  different  rocks  prefenting  them- 
felves  on  every  fide.  We  were 
fortunate  in  the  beautiful  funfhine 
of  the  day,  and  the  ground  being 
covered  with  fnow,  added  ftill 
more  to  the  lovelinefs  of  the  fcene. 
There  cannot  be  a  better  guide  on 
this  occafion  than  a  fmall  work 
by  Colonel  A.  F.  Skioldebrand , 
of  which  the  following  is  an  ex¬ 
tract  : 

[X  X  3]  An 
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An  Excurfion  to  the  Catarads, 

Vennem  an  immenfe  lake4* * * §,  is 
the  fource  of  only  one  river,  called 
Gota  Elf,  though  it  receives  twen» 
ty-four  into  its  bofom  :  it  is  about 
one  hundred  and  fixty- eight  feetf, 
which  are  equal  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  five-fixths  French 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

The  lakes  form  two  branches 
near  Vennerlhorg,  one  of  which 
commences  to  the  north- call  of  the 
town.  This  was  regarded  for  a 
long  time  as  impaftable,  on  account 
of  the  very  ftony  bottom,  but  a  fafe 
paflage  has  been  fince  difcovered. 
After  fome  trifling  falls  at  Kallftia- 
genj,  the  water  ruffles  down  with 
great  violence  under  the  bridge  of 
Rannum,  and  then  quietly  purfues 
its  courfe,  watering  the  beautiful 
meadows  of  Ruftad,  a  royal  do¬ 
main,  till  it  joins  the  other  branch 
near  KnutfbolL  This  branch  forms 
firfl:  a  gulf,  called  Vafsbotten,  to 
the  fouth  of  the  town,  and  after¬ 
wards  a  river,  the  rapid  current  of 
which,  facing  the  falls  KalHflagen 
and  Rannum,  has  been  made  navi¬ 


gable,  by  means  of  the  canal  Carls 
Graf,  and  the  fluices  at  Brinke- 
bergs  Kulle.  The  current  ftiil  con¬ 
tinues  very  rapid  in  fome  places,  af¬ 
ter  the  junction  of  the  two  branches, 
and,  notwithftanding  there  are 
dykes  purpofely  to  reftrain  the 
violence  of  the  flream,  the  incon¬ 
venience  is  very  great  to  naviga¬ 
tors  efpecially  at  Stalbacka  On 
approaching  the  catara&s,  the  ri¬ 
ver  becomes  wider,  and,  from  the 
glalTy  ftillnefs  of  its  waters,  feems 
to  be  gathering  ftrength  for  the 
prodigious  efforts  it  is  fo  fhortly 
to  make. 

On  quitting  Vennersfborg,  to 
make  an  excurfion  to  Trolh&tta,  the 
country  is  at  firfl;  pleafant  and 
pi&urefque.  The  view  from  the 
bridge  of  Rannum  is  particularly 
ft ri king  j  delightful  meadows,  and 
handfome  country-houfes,  form  a 
pleafing  variety  till  you  approach 
the  catara&s ;  where  the  fcene 
changes  entirely,  and  a  country 
dotted  all  over  with  fmall  rocks„ 
feparated  from  each  other,  prefents 
itfelf  to  the  left,  whilft  to  the  right 
an  enormous  rock  feems  to  rife  by 


*  This  lake  is  fourteen  Swedilh  miles  (or  nearly  two  hundred  Englifh)  in  length, 
and  about  half  that  number  broad. 

-j-  The  height  of  this  lake,  reckoning  from  the  furface  of  the  river  under  the  cata¬ 
racts  of  Trolhatta,  is  computed  at  one  hundred  and  forty-four  Swedifli  feet.  The  dif- 
tance  of  this  place  from  Gottenburg,  near  which  the  river  runs  into  the  fea,  is  feven 
Swedifh  miles  and  a  half.  Thus  by  eftimating  the  fall,  whether  more  or  lefs  rapid,  at 
three  feet  a  mile,  andSadding  twenty-four  feet  for  the  winding  of  the  river,  the  number 
of  feet  will  be  found  to  agree  with  the  above  calculation. 

+  At  this  place,  the  great  map  of  the  cataraCt  of  Trolhatta  will  be  very  ufeful  to 
confult  with  refpeCt  to  the  courfe  of  the  river  Gbta  Elf,  &c.  This  map  was  publilhed 
by  Mr.  Akrel  at  Stockholm,  in  1780.  If  it  cannot  be  procured,  recourfe  rauft  be  had 
to  a  fmall  map,  at  the  head  of  a  collection  of  engravings,  which  I  have  jull  published 
on  the  fame  fubjeCt.  This  work  is  publifhed  feparately,  but  may  be  annexed  to  this 
by  the  curious  traveller. 

§  This  defcription  is  principally  taken  from  the  Hiftory  of  the  Canal  of  Trolhatta  by 
Mr.  Gronberg,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  verify  partly  on  the  fpot,  and  partly  by 
confulting  the  beft  maps.  I  make  no  fcruple  to  own,  that  I  have  taken  great  part  of 
my  information  from  this  author.  An  hiftorian  is  under  the  necellity  of  compiling, 
but  he  ought  never  to  leave  his  reader  in  ignorance  from  what  fource  he  draws  his 
knowledge. 
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degrees,  and  form  a  kind  of  wall. 
Here  the  ear  is  affailed  by  a  noife 
like  thunder,  and  the  foot  of  the 
rock  is  concealed  from  the  view 
by  the  thick  vapour  caufed  by 
the  falls.  It  appears,  that,  na¬ 
ture,  proudly  certain  of  aftonilhing 
the  fpe&ator  by  the  grand  objeif 
Ihe  prefents  to  his  fight,  has  dif- 
dained  to  call  to  her  aid  the  effe&s 
of  contrail:  in  this  wonderful  pic¬ 
ture. 

The  traveller  no  fooner  leaves 
his  carriage  than  curiolity  natu- 
rally  leads  him  towards  the  river, 
where  a  kind  Cicerone  never  fails 
to  prefen t  himfelf  as  a  guide ;  I  will 
now  take  his  place,  and  follow  the 
road  he  marks  out  on  the  occalion. 

The  fall  of  Gull'd.-—  At  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  a  hundred  paces,  the  upper 
falls  make  their  appearance,  thefe 
are  divided  by  a  fmall  illand  co¬ 
vered  with  fir-trees,  called  Guild , 
which  gives  its  name  to  the  fall  on 
this  fide  ;  the  other  is  termed  Nolf- 
trdm;  the  height  is  twenty-fix  feet, 
and  the  form  is  handfome.  The 
arch  of  the  lluice  of  Ekeblad  pre¬ 
fents  itfelf  to  view  at  the  fame 
time.  This  is  no  longer  of 
any  ufe,  as  indeed  is  the  cafe 
of  all  the  works  on  the  ancient 
plan,  after  the  dyke  of  Kalledam- 
men.  The  only  approach  to  the 
cararafts  is  over  this  dyke,  a  bold 
piece  of  work,  which  has  annihilated 
feveralfmaller  falls  ;  the  inoft  con- 
fiderable  amongft  which  was  called 
Pretlkedffaller.  Veflels  now  fail 
in  perfeft  fafety  to  the  edge  of 
the  dyke,  and  pafs  through  places 
where  they  would  formerly  have 
been  fhattered  into  a  thoufand 
pieces  by  the  violence  of  the  cur¬ 
rent. 

On  advancing  farther  on  in  the 
illand  of  Malgon,.  there  is  a  mill, 
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with  feveral  faws,  to  the  left ;  af¬ 
ter  which  the  lluice  of  Ekeblad  pre¬ 
fents  itfelf  to  view.  A  fheet  of  wa¬ 
ter  rulhing  into  an  abyfs  hollowed, 
in  the  rock  forms  a  fine  objeft, 
though  lefs  ftriking  than  the  lluice 
of  Polhem,  of  which  we  fhall  pre¬ 
fen  tly  fpeak.  There  being  nothing 
more  worthy  of  obfervation  in  this 
place,  the  traveller  mull:  return  the 
fame  road,  and  having  repaired  the 
dyke,  mull  turn  to  the  right.  The 
road  then  leads  over  a  fmall  bridge 
of  planks  acrofs  a  plain,  where  there 
is  another  bridge  of  the  fame  fize, 
that  condudls  to  an  illand  of  rather 
fteep  rocks,  in  which  is  a  fandy 
path,  leading  between  mills  and  a 
few  cottages,  to  a  fquare  piece  of 
ground  furrounded  by  paling.  Here 
there  is  a  bench,  from  which  the 
curious  traveller  may  feaft  his  eyes 
with  the  molt  magnificent  of  all 
the  falls  of  Trolhatta,  which  open 
to  view  immediately  under  his  feet. 
As  feveral  fovereigns  have  taken 
pleafure  in  viliting  this  fpot,  the 
inhabitants  have  giving  it  the  name 
of  Kungsoffany  the  King’s  Soph  a. 

The  Fall  of  Topp'd.'— The  river, 
being  divided  by  a  barren  and  hol¬ 
low  rock,  rulhes  impetuoully  down, 
a  frightful  precipice.  The  water 
being  ftriftly  confined  within  a 
rock,  rifes  on  the  fides,  and  finking 
in  the  middle,  appears  to  difpute 
the  palfage,  but  having  as  yet  met 
with  no  obftacle,  the  furface  is  al- 
moll  fmooth,  of  a  tranfparent  green, 
intermixed  with  flight  touches  of 
foam  ;  fhortly,  however,  dalhing 
over  craggy  unequal  rocks,  the 
whole  mafs  feems  one  enormous 
pile  of  fnow  in  continual  motion, 
and  prefents  to  the  ravilhed  fight 
the  moil  beautiful  forms,  which 
appear  and  difappear  in  the  twink¬ 
ling  of  an  eye.  Such  an  immenfe 
[X  x  4.)  quantity 
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quantity  of  water  dafhing  with  in¬ 
conceivable  rapidity  through  fo 
fmall  a  paffage ;  the  ftupendous 
height  of  the  rocks,  which  form 
the  oppofite  edge  of  the  river,  and 
which,  from  the  terrible  force  of 
the  current  fhaking  their  very 
foundation  feem  to  threaten  def- 
trudion  below,  while  a  noife  is 
heard  more  tremendous  than  that 
of  an  hundred  thunder  claps,  form 
a  fcene  the  moll  awful  and  furpri- 
ling  that  can  poffibly  be  imagined. 

How  frequently  when  contem¬ 
plating  fuch  fublime  efforts  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  endeavouring  to  trace 
them  with  my  pencil,  have  I  la¬ 
mented  the  inefficiency  of  my 
art !  Yet  ftill  have  I  ventured  to 
depid  objeds  which  ought  to  have 
difcouraged  the  molt  celebrated 
artifts.  To  attempt  perfection, 
and  to  wafte  themfelves  in  fruitlefs 
efforts,  is  the  fate  of  moft  paffion- 
ate  lovers  of  the  arts,  efpecially  if 
their  early  youth  has  not  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  overcoming  difficulties 
which  afterwards  become  infur* 
mountable. 

The  fall  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  rock,  which  divides  the  river, 
is  called  Tjuffalet. 

The  Fall  of  the  Robbers . — It 
takes  its  name  from  a  tradition, 
that  there  was  formerly  a  cavern 
in  the  mountain,  on  the  oppofite 
edge  of  the  river,  of  which,  how¬ 
ever,  not  the  fmalleft  veftige  re¬ 
mains*.  A  narrow  path  on  the 
fide  of  the  rocks,  fufpended  over 
the  river,  led  to  this  frightful  den, 
in  which  certain  robbers  were  con¬ 
cealed  during  feven  years.  They 
were  at  laft  difcovered  by  a  pea- 


fant’s  daughter,  whom  they  had 
carried  off  from  her  friends,  and 
who  obtained  leave  to  fetch  a  trufs 
of  ft  raw,  but  not  without  a  folemn 
promife  of  never  divulging  their 
place  of  abode,  and  the  fevereft 
threats  of  inevitable  death  fhould 
fhe  be  tempted  to  break  her  word. 
The  girl  indeed  kept  filence,  but 
contrived  to  dropfufficientftraw  on 
her  return  to  ferve  as  a  clue  to  fome 
men  who  followed  her,  and  who, 
by  thefe  means  difcovered  the  ban- 
dittif . 

The  traveller  mu  ft  now,  though 
certainly  with  regret,  quit  this  ro¬ 
mantic  fpot,  to  take  a  view  of  the 
reft  of  the  catarads.  It  is  again 
neceffary  to  return,  and  crofs  the 
little  bridge  over  the  beginning  of 
the  canal  belonging  to  the  fluice  of 
Polhem,  after  which,  to  the  fouth 
is  a  craggy  eminence.  The  afcent 
is  rather  difficult,  and  proceeding 
upwards,  there  is  a  cavity  to  the 
right  near  the  fummit,  which  forms 
a  kind  of  niche,  in  which  are  en¬ 
graved  the  names  of  the  different 
kings,  queens,  and  princes,  who 
have  vifited  this  place  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  works  at 
Trolhatta,  amongft  which  in  the 
year  1793,  are  thofe  of  his  reigning 
majefty,  the  Duke  of  Sudermania, 
at  that  time  regent,  and  their  re¬ 
tinue. 

This  cavity,  from  the  fmoot li¬ 
ne  fs  of  the  rock,  has  all  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  being  formed  by  art,  but 
is,  in  fad,  one  of  Dame  Nature’s 
fanciful  produdtions :  it  is  called 
Idttefiol  or  IdttegrytQj  the  Giant’s 
Seat ,  or  Porridge  Pot.  It  appears 
as  if  a  kind  of  kernel  in  an  oval 


*  Qians  Magnus  mentions  this  cavern,  as  ftill  exifting  in  his  days.  u  Sub  defcenfu 
praecipiti  roperitur  infignis  Spelunca  latronuin,  ad  quam  angufto  tramite  lit  acceflus.” 

Lib.  II. 

■f  Granterg’s  Hiftory  of  theCanal  of  Trolhatta. 
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form  had  been  detached  from  the 
rock,  and  fallen  into  the  river. 
Thefe  cavities  are  not  uncommon 
in  Sweden,  fuch  kernels  or  roundilh 
Hones  are  generally  found  near 
them.  The  form  of  thefe  Hones 
ufually  anfwers  to  the  hollow  in  the 
rock  from  whence  they  dropped. 

After  gaining  the  fummit,  the 
defcent  is  by  a  wooden  Haircafe  to 
the  right ;  the  traveller  then  finds 
himfelf  on  a  tolerably  wide  wall, 
which  forms  one  fide  of  the  fluice 
of  Polhem,  and  feparates  it  from 
the  lower  canal. 

The  Sluice  of  Polhem. — .Towards 
the  north,  a  part  of  the  upper  canal 
opens  to  view.  A  moil  beautiful 
perpendicular  cafcade  falls  from 
thence  into  the  fluice  :  the  water 
firfl  feparates  from  the  rock,  and, 
on  reaching  the  bottom,  a  vapour 
rifes  like  a  vortex  of  fmoke.  When 
the  fky  is  clear,  a  fe&ion  of  a  rain  ¬ 
bow  is  vifible  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  day.  The  brilliant 
colours  which  embellifh  this  pro¬ 
digy  of  nature  form  a  Hriking  con¬ 
trail  with  the  black  tints  of  the 
rock,  and  thick  lhade  which  reigns 
in  the  gulph  below. 

The  fight  of  this  bold  piece  of 
work  gives  fome  idea  of  the  gran¬ 
deur  of  Polhem’s  plan.  The  height 
of  the  fluice  anfwers  to  that  of  the 
falls  of  Toppo  and  Stampefirom 
(the  latter  of  which  lhall  be  pre- 
fently  mentioned)  ;  and  it  appears 
that  the  greatefl  difficulties  were 
overcome,  after  thofe  of  the  mofl 
confiderable  falls  were  furmounted. 
Thofe  who  view  thefe  objeftS  with 
the  eye  of  a  painter  cannot  help 
regretting  that  the  plan  formed  by 
fo  celebrated  a  man  Ihould  have 
been  abandoned.  His  intention 
was  to  have  placed  the  fluices  on 
the  fide  of  the  eatara&s,  when,  at 
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one  fingle  glance,  the  terrible  ob- 
ftacles  oppofed  by  nature,  and  the 
methods  he  had  employed  to  over¬ 
come  them,  would  have  been  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  view,  and  veflelswould 
have  been  feen  defcending  quietly, 
clofe  to  falls  fo  dreadful  that  human 
nature  Ihudders  at  the  thought. 
But,  after  all,  the  fublime  and  beau¬ 
tiful  mufl  yield  to  utility  :  the  ob¬ 
ject  in  view  was  to  make  a  navi¬ 
gable  canal  at  the  fmalieft  expence  ; 
this  end  has  been  anfwered,  and 
there  is  nothing  more  to  be  faid. 

The  Arch  of  the  Sluice  of  Polhem . 
—Thofe  who  will  take  the  pains 
of  defcending  a  very  Heep  rock, 
by  a  path  which  leads  to  the  edge 
of  the  precipice,  may  have  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  the  lower  canal, 
and  the  arch  of  the  fluice  hewn  out 
of  the  rock  which  fupports  the  wall 
they  have  juH  paffed  over.  Vef- 
fels  were  forced  to  lower  their  mails 
to  pafs  under  this  arch,  which  was 
certainly  very  inconvenient ;  but 
the  heigh  th  of  the  fluice,  and  the 
weight  of  water  bearing  on  the 
gates,  prevented  Polhem  from  al¬ 
lowing  more  fpace.  The  fluice  of 
Ekeblad  is  in  the  fame  predica¬ 
ment,  though  this  inconvenience 
might  there  have  been  avoided  ; 
but  the  mafls  once  being  lowered, 
it  was  never  worth  the  trouble  of 
railing  them  again  during  the  refl 
of  the  paflage. 

Fall  of  Stamp eftrom .  — .T o  have 
a  view  of  this  fall  it  is  neceflary 
to  go  up  again  to  the  very  top  of 
the  wall,  to  defcend  a  few  Heps  to 
the  oppofite  fide,  and  then  turn  to 
the  left,  when,  after  fearching  a 
paflage  through  fragments  of  rock, 
a  thick  fog  and  loud  noife  direft 
you  to  the  objett  of  your  curiofity. 
There  is  nothing  particularly  lin¬ 
king  in  the  apparent  height  of  this 
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fall.  The  whole  volume  of  the 
river  nifties  over  a  rock  of  a 
roundifh  form,  which  is  entirely 
covered  by  a  fheet  of  fmooth  and 
tranfparent  water.  This  is  pre- 
fently  loft  in  an  enormous  body  of 
foam,  which  extends  itfelf  hori¬ 
zontally  to  a  great  diftance,  and 
appears  from  afar  to  be  entirely 
void  of  motion.  One  would  be 
almoft  tempted  to  believe,  that,  in 
the  courfe  of  feveral  centuries,  the 
continual  efforts  made  by  the  wa¬ 
ter  had  formed  a  vaft  and  deep 
abyfs  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  and 
finding  no  other  iflue,  mounted  up 
again  in  immenfe  bubbles,  which 
quickly  fucceed  each  other  as  they 
fpring  from  the  gulf  below.  The 
prodigious  noife  made  by  a  fall  of 
fo  inconfiderable  an  height,  feems 
to  confirm  this  conjecture.  What 
contributes  to  make  this  fcene  par¬ 
ticularly  impofing  are  the  rocks, 
which  are  in  the  boldeft  forms, 
and  rife  vertically  to  a  wonderful 
height  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river. 
At  certain  hours  of  the  day  a  rain¬ 
bow  may  be  clearly  perceived  in 
the  vapours  which  exhale  from  the 
fall.  The  river  below  Stampef- 
trom  becomes  wider,  and  forms  a 
bafon  called  Hojoma-varp,  but  fud- 
denly  the  current  contracts,  and 
gives  rife  to  three  fmall  confecu- 
tive  fails,  termed  Helnjetsfallen  ( The 
Falls  of  HelL)  Such  a  name  an¬ 
nounces  fomething  terrif  c,  which  is 
by  no  means  the  cafe.  Moft  tra¬ 
vellers  have  confounded  names  in 
this  tour,  and  have  given  the  above 
to  the  falls  of  Toppo. 

Thofe  who  wifh  to  proceed  far¬ 
ther  muft  return  by  the  fame  road, 
again  afcend  the  ftair-cafe,  appa¬ 
rently  quit  the  cataraCts,  and  go 


ftraight  to  the  old  great  road, 
which  leads  to  Olida  garde,  a  cul¬ 
tivated  field  belonging  to  the  ham¬ 
let  of  Olida,  when,  having  puffed 
a  deep  hollow  there  is  a  meadow 
forming  a  hillock  on  the  bank  of 
Olido  Hala,  a  vaft  bafon  where  the 
river  feems  to  quit  its  bed  to  form 
a  thoufand  windings  in  the  fame 
fpot.  Part  of  the  wood  for  faw- 
ing,  from  the  banks  of  the  Vennem, 
which  is  thrown  into  the  cataraCts 
to  float  to  Gottenburg,  is  loft  in  this 
bafon,  where  it  conftantly  follows 
the  circular  courfe  of  the  water. 

A  general  Vie<w  of  the  Caiarafts. 
—At  a  little  from  the  fhore,  near 
the  old  wooden  bridge,  is  a  point 
on  the  rock,  from  whence  there  is 
a  complete  view  of  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  river,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  cataraCts  as  far 
as  Olida. 

The  falls  of  Guild,  Toppo,  and 
Stampeftrdm,  the  bafon  of  Hojo- 
ma,  the  Falls  of  Hell ,  with  the 
above-mentioned  bafon,  the  craggy 
rocks  which  form  the  weftern  bank 
of  the  river,  the  rugged  and  ftony 
country  on  the  oppoftte  fhore, 
numberlefs  habitations  and  mills 
near  the  firft  falls,  part  of  the  river 
peeping  from  between  the  houfes, 
with  fome  mafts  of  veflels  appear¬ 
ing  to  be  fufpended  in  the  air,  and 
a  back  ground  of  plains,  termina¬ 
ting  to  the  eaft  by  the  mountains 
of  Hunneberg,and  Halleberg,  form 
altogether,  the  ftriking  picture 
which  prefents  itfelf  to  view  at 
this  remarkable  point. 

The  firft  of  the  above-mentioned 
mountains  is  faid  to  take  its  name 
from  a  battle,  in  which  the  Huns* 
were  entirely  defeated.  It  is  three 
hundred  feet  in  height,  and  the 


*  It  is  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  thefe  Huns  were  ol’  lame  origin  as  thole  of  Attila. 
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ftdesare  perpendicular  rocks  ;  fome 
brittle  parts  of  which,  having  fal¬ 
len,  form  fomething  refembling  un¬ 
equal  pillars ;  thefe  are  very  curi¬ 
ous  and  cannot  fail  to  furprife  the 
fpedators.  The  fummit  makes  a 
vaft  platform  covered  with  wood, 
interfperfed  with  twenty-three fmall 
lakes  and  rivulets,  with  mills  on  the 
banks.  Black  chalk  is  found  at  the 
foot  of  this  mountain ;  likewife 
humus  nigra  pidoria,  with  which 
they  have  tried  to  make  a  compofi- 
tion  like  Indian  ink ;  lime-ftone, 
and  a  kind  of  date,  which  makes  a 
cement  nearly  equal  to  Pozzolana 
earth. 

The  other  mountain  is  nearly  of 
the  fame  nature,  but  rather  higher. 
On  the  fummit  is  a  very  long,  but 
narrow  lake.  Some  remains  of  an¬ 
tiquities  of  the  remoteft  times,  have 
made  this  place  very  remarkable. 

To  the  fouth  of  Halleberg,  on 
the  Hakliklint,  may  be  feen  one 
of  thofe  precipices  from  which  the 
ancient  Scandinavians,  when  tired 
of  exigence,  threw  themfelves, 
with  the  idea,  that  one  fingle  leap 
would  inftantly  unite  them  to 
Odin,  and  to  thofe  beatified  fouls 
who  partook  with  him  the  joys  of 
eternal  life. 

The  only  fall  to  be  perceived 
from  this  point,  owing  to  an  angle 
of  the  river,  is  Flottberg,  if  a  caf- 
cade  of  only  four  perpendicular  feet 
is  worthy  of  that  name,  yet  it  was 


in  this  fpot  that  the  moll  infur- 
mountable  obftacles  arofe,  or,  at 
lead,  it  was  here  that  the  projec¬ 
tors  were  difeou raged  from  purfu- 
Jng  their  ancient  plan  by  a  misfor¬ 
tune,  caufed  either  by  chance,  or 
the  malignity  of  man,  the  repeti¬ 
tion  of  which  might  have  been 
eafily  prevented.  Advancing  tow¬ 
ards  the  weft,  near  the  river,  is 
the  fluice  of  Elvius,  purpofely  made 
to  avoid  the  above-mentioned  fallr 
and  thofe  of  Hell.  The  water 
was  to  be  raifed  on  a  level  with 
the  latter,  by  means  of  a  dyke 
acrofs  the  river  at  Flottberg,  but 
this  fluice  was  not  then  entirely 
finifhed. 

The  fall  of  Flottberg  is  the  laft 
of  the  catarads  of  Trolhatta,  after 
which  the  river  is  navigable  to  the 
fea  except  indeed  in  two  places  t 
the  firft  is  at  Akerftrom,  where  a 
current,  riling  three  and  a  half  per¬ 
pendicular  feet,  is  avoided  by  a 
fmall  fluice  :  the  other  at  Lilia 
Edet  has  required  a  more  confide- 
rable  work,  the  fall  being  nearly 
vertical,  and  of  ten  feet.  Akerf¬ 
trom  is  at  half  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
and  Little  Edet  at  two  miles  and 
a  half  from  the  foot  of  the  cata- 
rads.  The  difference  of  the  height 
of  the  water  below  the  fall  of  Flott¬ 
berg  and  above  the  catarads  is  efti- 
mated  at  above  a  hundred  and 
eleven  feet. 
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On  the  Parts  of  Trees  primarily  im¬ 
paired  by  Age.  In  a  Letter  from 
T.  A.  Knight,  Efq.  to  Sir  Jo- 
feph  Banks,  Bart.  K.  B .  and 
F.  R.  S.  From  the  Philofophical 
Tranfadions  of  1810. 

My  dear  Sir. 

N  the  firft  communication  I  had 
the  honour  to  addrefs  to  you, 
(it  was  in  the  year  1795),  I  ftated 
the  refult  of  many  experiments  on 
grafted  trees,  from  which  I  in¬ 
ferred,  that  each  variety  can  be 
propagated  with  fuccefs  during  a 
limited  period  only  ;  and  that  the 
graft,  or  other  detached  part  of 
an  old  tree,  or  old  variety,  can 
never  form  that,  which  can  with 
propriety  be  called  a  young  tree. 

I  have  fubfequently  endeavoured 
to  afcertain  which,  among  the  va¬ 
rious  organs  that  compofe  a  tree, 
firft  fails  to  execute  its  office,  and 
thus  tends  to  bring  on  the  in¬ 
curable  debility  of  old  age  ;  and 
the  refult  of  the  experiments  ap¬ 
pears  Efficiently  interefting  to  in¬ 
duce  me  to  communicate  an  ac¬ 
count  of  them. 

Whatever  difference  exifts  be¬ 
tween  the  functions  of  animal  and 
vegetable  life,  there  is  a  very  ob¬ 
vious  analogy  between  fome  of  the 
organs  of  plants,  and  thofe  of  ani¬ 


mals  1  and  it  does  not  appear  very 
improbable,  that  the  correfpondent 
organ  in  each  may  firft  fail  to  ex¬ 
ecute  its  office  ;  and  fatisfadlory 
evidence  of  the  imperfedt  action  of 
any  particular  organ  can  much 
more  eafily  be  obtained  in  the  ve¬ 
getable  than  in  the  animal  world. 
For  a  tree  may  be  compofed,  by 
the  art  of  the  grafter,  of  the  de¬ 
tached  parts  of  many  others,  and 
the  defective,  or  eledlive  opera¬ 
tion,  of  each  organ,  may  thus  be 
obferved  with  the  greateft  accu¬ 
racy.  But  fuch  obfervations  can¬ 
not  be  made  upon  animals ;  be- 
caufe  the  operations  neceffary  can¬ 
not  be  performed  ;  and,  therefore, 
though  there  would  be  danger  of 
much  error  in  incautioufly  tranf- 
ferring  the  phenomena  of  one  clafs 
of  organized  beings  to  another,  I 
conceive  that  the  experiments  on 
plants  may  be,  in  fome  cafes,  ufe- 
ful  to  the  inveftigator  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  economy.  They  may  diredt 
him  in  his  purfuits,  and  poffibly 
facilitate  his  inquiries  into  the  im¬ 
mediate  caufes  of  the  decay  of  ani¬ 
mal  ftrength  and  life  ;  and  on  a 
fubjedt  of  fo  much  importance  to 
mankind,  no  fource  of  informa¬ 
tion  Ihould  remain  unexplored, 
and  no  lights,  however  feeble,  be 
difregarded. 

Naturalifts, 
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Naturalifts,  both  of  ancient  and 
modern  times,  have  confidered  the 
ftrudure  of  plants  as  an  inverfion 
of  that  of  animals  1  and  have 
compared  the  roots  to  the  intef- 
tines,  and  the  leaves  to  the  lungs, 
of  animals  ;  and  the  analogy  be¬ 
tween  the  vegetable  fap  and  ani¬ 
mal  blood  is  very  clofe  and  obvi¬ 
ous.  The  experiments  alfo,  of 
which  I  have  at  different  periods 
communicated  accounts  to  you, 
fupported  by  the  fads  previoufly 
afcertained  by  other  naturalifts, 
fcarcely  leave  any  reafonable 
grounds  of  doubt,  that  the  fap  of 
trees  circulates,  as  far  as  is  appa¬ 
rently  neceffary  to,  or  confident 
with,  their  ftate  of  exiftence  and 
growth. 

The  roots  of  trees,  particularly 
thofe  in  coppices,  which  are  felled 
at  dated  periods,  continue  fo  long 
to  produce,  and  feed  a  fucceflion  of 
branches,  that  no  experiments  were 
wanting  to  fatisfy  me,  that  it  is 
not  any  defedive  adion  of  the 
root,  which  occafions  the  debility 
and  difeafe  of  old  varieties  of  the 
apple  and  pear-tree  ;  and,  indeed, 
experience  every  where  (hows, 
that  a  young  feedling  flock  does 
not  give  the  character  of  youth  to 
the  inferted  bud  or  graft.  I, 
however,  procured  plants  from 
cuttings  of  fome  very  old  varie¬ 
ties  of  the  apple,  which  readily 
emit  fhoots  ;  and  thefe  plants,  at 
the  end  of  two  years,  were  grafted 
about  two  inches  above  the  ground, 
with  a  new  and  very  luxuriant  va¬ 
riety  of  the  fame  fpecies.  Thefe 
grafts  grew  very  freely,  and  the 
roots  themfelves,  at  the  end  of 
four  or  five  years,  probably  con¬ 
tained  at  leaft  ten  times  as  much 
alburnum,  as  they  would  have 
contained  had  the  treeg  remained 


ungrafted.  The  roots  were  alfo 
free  from  any  appearance  of  dif¬ 
eafe,  or  defed. 

Some  crab-fticks  were,  at  the 
fame  time,  grafted  with  the  golden 
pippin,  in  a  foil  where  the  wood 
of  that  variety  rarely  lived  more 
than  two  years  :  and  I  again 
grafted  the  annual  fhoots  of  the 
golden  pippin,  with  cuttings  of 
young  and  healthy  crab- trees,  fo 
as  to  include  a  portion  of  the  wood 
of  the  golden  pippin  between  the 
roots  and  branches  of  the  native 
uncultivated  fpecies,  or  crab-tree ; 
and  in  this  fituation  it  grew  juft 
as  well  as  the  wood  of  the  flock 
and  branches.  Some  branches  alfo 
of  the  golden  pippin-trees,  which 
I  mentioned  in  my  former  commu¬ 
nication  of  1795,  being  much 
cankered,  were  cut  off  a  foot  above 
the  junction  of  the  grafts  to  the 
docks ;  and  were  grafted  with  a 
new  and  healthy  variety.  Parts 
of  the  wood  of  the  golden  pippin, 
in  which  were  many  cankered 
fpots,  were  thus  placed  between 
the  newly  inferted  grafts  and  the 
flocks,  and  thefe  parts  have  fub- 
fequently  become  perfedly  free 
from  difeafe,  and  the  wounds  pre¬ 
vioufly  made  by  canker,  have  been 
wholly  covered  with  new  and 
healthy  bark.  Thefe  fads,  there¬ 
fore,  fatisfied  me,  that  the  debility 
and  difeafes  of  old  varieties  of 
fruits  of  this  fpecies,  did  not  ori¬ 
ginate  in  a  defedive  adion  of  the 
bark  or  alburnum,  either  of  the 
root,  or  of  the  Hem  and  branches, 
and  my  attention  was  confequentJy 
direded  to  the  leaf  and  fueculent 
annual  fhoot. 

A  few  crab-fticks  were  grafted 
with  cuttings  of  the  golden  pippin, 
in  a  fituation  and  foil  where  I  had 
previously  afcertained  that  the 

wood 


692]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


wood  of  the  golden  pippin  rarely 
remained  in  health  at  the  end  of 
the  fecond  year ;  and  as  foon  as 
the  annual  (hoots  had  acquired  fuf- 
fleient  growth  and  firmnefs,  nu¬ 
merous  buds  of  a  new  and  luxuriant 
variety  of  apple,  which  had  re¬ 
cently  fprung  from  feed,  were  in¬ 
ferred  in  them.  During  the  fuc- 
ceeding  winter,  the  natural  buds 
of  the  golden  pippin  branches 
were  deftroyed,  and  thofe  inferted 
fuffered  alone  to  remain  :  and  as 
foon  as  the  leaves  of  thefe  had  un¬ 
folded,  and  entered  on  their  office, 
every  fymptom  of  debility  and 
difeafe  difappeared  in  the  bark  and 
wood  of  the  golden  pippin  :  and 
each  continued  to  perform  its  of¬ 
fice,  juft  as  well  as  the  wood  and 
bark  of  the  young  feedling  ftocks 
could  have  done  under  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances.  I  made  nearly  the 
fame  experiments  on  the  pear-tree, 
and  with  the  fame  refill t. 

I  have  endeavoured,  in  feveral 
former  communications,  to  prove, 
that  the  fap  of  plants  circulates 
through  their  leaves,  as  the  blood 
of  animals  circulates  through  their 
lungs ;  and  I  have  not  fubfequently 
found  any  fa&s,  in  the  writings 
of  our  naturalifts,  or  in  my  own 
experiments,  which  militate  againft 
this  conclufion.  I  have  alfo  ob- 
ferved,  that  grafted  trees,  of  old 
and  debilitated  varieties  of  fruit, 
became  molt  difeafed  in  rich  foils, 
and  when  grafted  on  ftocks  of  the 
moft  vigorous  growth  ;  which  had 


induced  me  to  fufpeft,  that  m 
fuch  cafes  more  food  is  colle&ed, 
and  carried  up  into  the  plant,  than 
its  leaves  can  prepare  and  affimi- 
late  ;  and  that  the  matter  thus 
colle&ed,  which  would  have  pro¬ 
moted  health  and  growth  in  a  vi¬ 
gorous  variety,  accumulates  and 
generates  difeafe  in  the  extremi¬ 
ties  of  the  branches  and  annual 
(hoots,  while  the  lower  part  of 
the  trunk  and  roots  remain  gene¬ 
rally  free  from  any  apparent  dif¬ 
eafe.  I  am,  therefore,  much  dif- 
pofed  to  attribute  the  difeafes  and 
debility  of  old  age  in  trees  to  an 
inability  to  produce  leaves  which 
can  effectually  execute  their  natu¬ 
ral  office  ;  and  to  fome  confequent 
imperfection  in  the  circulating 
fluid.  It  is  true,  that  the  leaves 
are  annually  reproduced,  and  there¬ 
fore  annually  new  :  but  there  is,  I 
conceive,  a  very  eflential  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  new  leaves  of  an 
old,  and  of  a  young  variety  :  and 
in  fupport  of  this  opinion,  I  (hall 
obferve,  that  the  external  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  leaf  of  the  fame  va¬ 
riety  at  two,  and  at  twenty  years 
old,  is  very  diffimilar  ;  and  it 
therefore  appears  not  improbable, 
that  farther  changes  will  have 
taken  place  at  the  end  of  two  cen¬ 
turies  *. 

If  thefe  opinions  be  well-found¬ 
ed,  and  the  leaves  of  trees  be 
analogous  to  the  lungs  of  animals, 
is  it  very  improbable,  that  the 
natural  debility,  or  old  age  of 


*  The  leaf  of  a  feedling-apple  or  pear-tree,  when  the  plant  is  -very  young,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  almoit  wholly  free  from  the  pubefcence  or  down,  which  fubfequently  appears 
on  its  under  furface  ;  and  which  Bennet  and  Mr.  Mirbel  have  fuppofed  to  increal'e  its 
furface  and  powers.  But  I  feel  little  difpofed  to  adopt  this  hypothefis,  having  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  leaves  of  fome  new  varieties  of  the  apple,  which  have  fprung  from 
feeds  of  Siberian  crab,  have  both  furfaces  nearly  equally  fnaooth,  and  that  thefe  va¬ 
rieties  grow  falter,  and  bear  heavier  crops  of  very  rich  fruit,  than  any  others,  with¬ 
out  being  exhaufted  or  injured. 
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trees  and  of  animals,  may  origi¬ 
nate  from  a  flmilar  fource  ?  This 
is  a  queftion  upon  which  I  am  not 
by  any  means  prepared  to  give  an 
opinion :  but  I  believe  it  will  very 
generally  be  admitted,  that  the 
human  fubjed:  is  bed  formed  for 
long  life,  when  the  cheft  is  bed 
formed  to  permit  the  lungs  to 
move  with  mod  freedom.  I  have 
alfo  long  and  attentively  obferved 
among  our  domedicated  animals, 
that  thofe  individuals  longed  re¬ 
tain  their  health  and  drength,  and 
bed  bear  exceflive  labour  and  in- 
fufficient  food,  in  which  the  ched 
is  mod  deep  and  capacious,  pro¬ 
portionately  to  the  length  of  cur¬ 
rent  the  circulating  fluid  has  to 
run ;  and  the  fame  remark  will,  I 
believe,  be  generally  found  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  human  fpecies. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

With  great  refpeCl,  fincerely.  yours, 

Tho.  And.  Knight. 

Bovonton,  Feb.  26,  1810. 


On  ihe  comparative  Influence  of 
male  and  female  Parents  on  their 
Offspring.  By  the  flame.  I  ram 
the  fame. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  engaged,  during 
many  years,  in  experiments  on 
fruit-trees,  of  which  the  objed 
has  been  to  difcover  the  bed  means 
of  forming  new  varieties,  that 
may  be  found  better  calculated  for 
the  climate  of  Britain  than  thofe 
at  prefent  cultivated.  In  this  in¬ 
quiry  my  efforts  have  been  always 
mod  fuccefsful,  when  I  propa¬ 
gate  from  the  males  of  one  va¬ 
riety  and  the  females  of  another  ; 
and  I  was  enabled,  by  tha*  fame 
means,  to  afcertain  more  accu- 
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rately  than  had  previoufly  been 
done,  the  comparative  influence  of 
the  male  and  female  parent  on  the 
chara&er  of  the  offspring.  The 
analogy  that  fubfifls  between  plants 
and  animals,  in  almod  every  thing 
which  refpeds  generation,  induced 
me  alfo  to  attend  very  minutely 
to  fimilar  experiments  in  which 
I  engaged  on  fome  fpecies  of  ani¬ 
mals  ;  and  as  the  repetition  of 
fuch  experiments  would  neceffarily 
require  a  very  confiderable  fpace 
of  time,  and  as  the  refults  feem  to 
lead  to  concluflons  that  may  be  of 
public  utility,  I  have  thought  the 
following  account  fufficiently  in- 
terefling  to  induce  me  to  addrefs 
it  to  you. 

Linnseus  conceived,  that  the 
charader  of  the  male  parent  pre¬ 
dominated  in  the  exterior  parts 
both  of  plants  and  animals ;  and 
the  fame  opinions  have  been  gene¬ 
rally  entertained  by  more  modern 
naturalids.  Bnt  the  Swedilh  phi- 
lofopher  appears  to  have  been  mif- 
led  by  the  linking  predominance 
of  the  character  of  the  male  parent 
in  male  animals,  and  to  have 
drawn  his  concluflons  fomevvhat 
too  generally  \  for  I  have  obferv¬ 
ed  that  feedling  plants,  when  pro¬ 
pagated  from  male  and  female 
plants  of  diftind  characters  and 
permanent  habits,  generally,  though 
with  fome  few  exceptions,  inherit 
more  of  the  charader  of  the  fe¬ 
male  than  of  the  male  parent ;  and 
the  fame  remark  is  applicable  in 
fome  refpeds,  to  the  animal  world, 
as  1  Ihall  point  out  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  narrative. 

My  experiments  were  made  on 
many  different  fpecies  of  fruit- 
trees  ;  but  mod  extenflvely,  and 
under  the  moll  advantageous  cir- 
cumllances,  on  the  apple-tree  ;  and 
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the  refults  were  all  in  unifon  with 
each  other,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
trouble  you  only  with  an  account 
of  fome  of  the  experiments  which 
were  made  on  that  fpecies  of  fruit- 
tree. 

The  apple,  or  crab  of  England, 
and  of  Siberia,  however  diffimilar 
in  habit  and  character,  appear  to 
conflitute  a  fingle  fpecies  only ; 
in  which  much  variation  has  been 
effeCled  by  the  influence  of  climate 
on  fucceflive  generations,  for  the 
two  varieties  readily  bred  toge¬ 
ther,  and  the  offspring,  whether 
raifed  from  the  feeds  of  Siberian 
or  Britifh  variety,  were  prolific 
to  a  molt  exuberant  extent.  But 
there  was  a  very  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  diflimilarity  in  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  offspring ;  and  the 
leaves,  and  general  habits  of  each, 
prefented  an  obvious  prevalence 
of  the  character  of  the  female  pa¬ 
rent.  The  buds  of  thefe  plants, 
which  had  fprung  from  the  feeds 
of  the  cultivated  apple,  did  not 
unfold  quite  fo  early  in  the  fpring  ; 
and  their  fruits  generally  exceed, 
very  confiderably,  in  fize,  thofe 
which  were  produced  by  the  trees 
which  derived  their  exiftence  from 
the  feeds  of  the  Siberian  crab. 
There  was  alfoa  prevalence  of  the 
character  of  the  female  parent  in 
the  form  of  the  fruit,  but  the  fame 
degree  of  prevalence  did  not  ex¬ 
tend  to  the  quality  and  flavour  of 
the  fruit ;  for  the  richeft  apple 
that  I  have  feen,  and  which  af¬ 
forded  expreffed  juice  of  much 
higher  fpecific  gravity  than  any 
other,  fprang  from  a  feed  of  yel¬ 
low  Siberian  crab. 

The  prevalence  of  the  character 
of  the  female  parent  in  the  prece¬ 
ding  cafes,  may  poflibly  be  fuf- 
pe&ed  to  have  arifen  from  fome 


error,  or  negleCt  of  accuracy  in 
making  the  experiments ;  but  I  do 
not  conceive  that  any  fuch  errors 
could  have  exifted,  for  the  trees  of 
each  variety  were  trained  to  walls, 
where  they  bloflomed  much  before 
any  others  of  the  fame  fpecies,  and 
the  ftamina  were  always  carefully 
extracted,  whilfl  immature,  from 
every  bloflom  which  I  intended  to 
afford  feeds.  The  remaining  blof- 
foms  of  the  trees  were  alfo  totally 
deftroyed,  and  no  other  bloffoms, 
except  thofe  from  which  the  pollen 
was  taken,  were  ever  unfolded  in 
the  neighbourhood,  in  the  feafon 
when  the  experiments  were  made  ; 
and  I  have  alfo  invariably  de¬ 
clined  to  draw  any  conclufion  from 
the  appearance  of  a  plant,  in  which 
I  could  not  certainly  diftinguifli 
fome  portion  of  the  features  and 
charaCler  of  the  fuppofed  male 
parent. 

It  is,  perhaps,  alfo  proper  to 
(late,  that  the  predominance  of  the 
character  of  the  female  parent 
could  fcarcely  have  arifen  from 
any  defective  aCtion  of  the  pol¬ 
len  ;  for  except,  in  cafes  where 
fuperfetation  took  place,  I  have 
invariably  found  the  effeCl  of  a 
very  large,  or  a  very  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  pollen,  to  be  the  fame, 
in  its  influence  on  the  offspring ; 
and  in  the  greater  parts  of  the 
experiments  from  which  I  have 
drawn  the  preceding  conclufions 
more  than  ten  times  as  much  pol¬ 
len  was  depofited  on  the  fligmata 
as  could  have  been  depoflted  in 
unmutilated  bloffoms  by  the  ordi¬ 
nary  means  employed  by  nature. 

In  all  attempts  to  difcriminate 
the  different  influence  of  the  male 
and  female  parent  on  the  offspring 
of  animals  many  difficulties  pre- 
fent  themfelves,  owing  to  the  in¬ 
termixtures 
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t*er  mixtures  which  have  been  made 
of  the  different  breeds  of  domefti- 
cated  animals  of  every  fpecies, 
and  the  confequent  abfence  of  all 
hereditary  permanency  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  each  variety.  For  under 
thefe  circumftances,  the  offspring 
will  be  very  frequently  found  to 
(hew  little  refemblance  either  to 
its  male  or  female  parent,  either 
in  form,  ftature,  or  colour.  It 
will,  therefore,  be  necelfary,  be- 
fore  I  enter  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
viviparous  animals,  to  obferve  that 
when  I  apply  the  term  large  and 
fmall  to  the  male  or  female  parent, 
1  extend  the  meaning  of  thofe 
terms  to  the  parentage  from  which 
the  male  and  female  defcend,  and 
not  to  the  fize  of  the  individual 
only,  which  becomes  the  imme¬ 
diate  parent  of  the  offspring. 

Mr.  Cline  has  obferved,  in  a 
communication  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  that  if  the  male  and 
female  differ  confiderably  in  fize, 
the  dimenfions  of  the  foetus,  at  the 
birth,  will  be  regulated  much 
more  by  the  fize  of  the  female  than 
of  the  male  parent ;  and,  if  the 
meaning  of  the  terms  large  and 
fmall  be  extended  to  the  varieties, 
as  well  as  to  the  individuals,  his 
remark  is  perfectly  juft.  But  ex¬ 
perience  compels  me  wholly  to  re¬ 
ject  the  inference  that  he  has  drawn 
refpeCting  the  advantages  of  pro¬ 
pagating  from  large  in  preference 
to  fmall  females. 

Nature  has  given  to  the  off- 
fpring  of  many  animals  (thofe  of 
the  fheep,  the  cow,  and  the  mare, 
afford  familiar  examples)  the  power, 
at  an  early  age,  to  accompany 
their  parents  in  flight,  and  the 
legs  of  fuch  animals  are  very 
nearly  of  the  fame  length,  at  the 
birth,  as  when  they  have  attained 
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their  perfect  growth.  When  the 
female  parent  is  large,  and  the 
foetus  confequently  fo,  the  off- 
fpring  will  be  large  at  its  birth, 
in  proportion  to  the  bulk  it  will 
ultimately  attain,  and  its  legs  will 
thence  be  long  comparatively  with 
the  depth  of  its  cheft  and  fhould- 
ers.  Wrhen,  on  the  contrary,  the 
female  is  fmall,  and  the  foetus  fo, 
at  the  birth,  the  length  of  the 
legs  of  the  young  animal  will  be 
fhort  comparatively  with  the  depth 
of  its  cheft  and  flioulders  ;  and  an 
animal  in  the  latter  form  will  be 
greatly  preferable,  either  for  the 
purpofes  of  labour,  or  of  food  to 
mankind.  I  have  feen  this  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  influence  of  the  male 
and  female  parent,  on  the  off- 
fpring,  very  ftrikingly  exempli¬ 
fied,  in  the  refult  of  an  attempt 
to  obtain  very  large  mules  from 
the  male  afs  or  the  mare.  The 
largeft  females  that  could  be  pro¬ 
cured  were  feleCted,  and  the  forms 
of  the  offspring,  at  the  birth,  were 
perfectly  confident  with  the  theory 
of  Mr.  Cline ;  they  were  remark¬ 
ably  large :  and  I  obferved,  that 
the  length  of  their  legs,  when 
they  were  only  a  few  days  old, 
very  nearly  equalled  that  of  the 
legs  of  their  female  parent.  I  ex¬ 
amined  the  fame  animals  when  five 
years  old,  and  in  the  depth  of 
their  chefts  and  (boulders  they  very 
little  exceeded  their  male  parent  ; 
and  they  were  confequently  ot 
little  or  no  value ;  whilft  other 
mules,  which  were  obtained  from 
the  fame  male  parent  (a  Spanifti 
afs),  but  from  mares  of  fmall  fea¬ 
ture,  were  perfectly  well  propor¬ 
tioned.  I  have  never  feen  the 
little  mule,  which  is  propagated 


from  the  female  afs  and  the  horfe, 
nor  even  a  delineation  or  defcrip- 
Vol.  LIT.  or  Vol.  X.  New  Series.  [Fj]  tion 
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tion  of  its  form  ;  but  I  do  not 
entertain  any  doubt  that  its  cheft 
and  fhoulders  are  exceffively  deep 
and  ftrong  comparatively  with  the 
length  of  its  legs,  and  that,  on 
account  of  this  peculiarity  in  its 
form,  it  has  been  fo  frequently 
fhown  on  the  continent  under  the 
name  of  a  jumart,  as  the  pretended 
offspring  of  the  mare  and  the  bull. 

In  oppofin^  the  theory  advanced 
by  Mr.  Cline,  it  is  not  by  any 
means  my  intention  to  enter  the 
lifts  with  him,  as  a  phyfiologift  ; 
but,  as  a  farmer  and  breeder  of 
animals  of  different  fpecies,  I  have 
probably  had  many  advantages 
which  he  has  not  poffefled  ;  and  my 
conclufions  have  been  drawn  from 
very  extenfive,  and  I  believe,  ac¬ 
curate  obfervation. 

There  is  another  refped  in  which 
the  power  of  the  female  appears  to 
be  prevalent  in  their  influence  on 
the  offspring,  and  that  is  relative 
to  its  fex.  In  feveral  fpecies  of 
domefticated,  or  cultivated  ani¬ 
mal  (I  believe  in  all)  parti¬ 
cular  females  are  found  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  very  large  majority,  and 
fometimes  all  their  offspring,  of 
the  fame  fex ;  and  I  have  proved 
repeatedly,  that  by  dividing  a  herd 
of  thirty  cows  into  three  equal 
parts,  I  could  calculate,  with  con¬ 
fidence,  upon  a  large  majority  of 
females  from  one  part,  of  males 
from  another,  and  upon  nearly  an 
.equal  number  of  males  and  females 
from  the  remainder.  I  frequently 
endeavoured  to  change  thefe  habits 
by  changing  the  male  ;  but  always 
without  fuccefs;  and  I  have  in 
fome  inftances  obferved  the  off- 
fpring  of  one  fex*  though  obtained 
from  different  males,  to  exceed 
thofe  of  the  other,  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  five  or  fix*  and  even  feven 


to  one.  When,  on  the  contrary, 

I  have  attended  to  the  numerous 
offspring  of  a  Angle  bull,  or  ram, 
or  horfe,  I  have  never  feen  any 
confiderable  difference  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  offspring  of  either  fex. 

I  am,  therefore,  difpofed  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  fex  of  the  offspring 
is  given  by  the  female  parent ;  and 
the  probability  of  this  feems  obvi¬ 
ous  in  fifhes,  and  feveral  other 
fpecies  of  animals  which  breed  in 
water  ;  and  though  the  evidence 
afforded  by  the  fads  adduced  is 
not  by  any  means  of  fuflicienc 
weight  to  decide  the  queftion,  it 
probably  exceeds  all  that  can  be 
placed  in  the  oppofite  fcale. 

In  oviparous  animals,  I  have  had 
reafon  to  think  the  influence  of  the 
female  parent  quite  as  great  as 
amongft  the  viviparous  tribes, 
though  my  obfervations  have  been 
more  limited,  and  lefs  conclufive. 
In  viviparous  animals  the  fize  of 
the  foetus  is  affeded  by  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  male  parent,  and  in 
fome  inftances,  not  inconfiderably  ; 
but  the  fize  and  form  of  the  eggs 
of  birds  do  not  appear  to  be  in  any 
degree  changed  or  modified  by  the 
influence  of  the  male,  and  therefore 
the  fize  of  the  offspring,  at  the 
birth,  muft  be  regulated  wholly  by 
the  female  parent  ;  and  this  circum- 
ftance  permanently  affeds  the  forms 
and  charader  of  the  offspring. 
The  eggs  of  birds,  and  thofe  of 
fifhes  and  infeds,  (if -filch  can  pro¬ 
perly  be  called  eggs),  appear  to 
refemble  the  feeds  of  plants,  in 
having  their  forms  and  bulk  wholly 
regulated  by  the  female  parent ; 
blit  neverthelefs  their  formation 
appears  to  depend  on  very  different 
laws.  For  the  eggs,  both  of  birds 
and  of  fifhes,  and  infeds,  attain 
their  perfed  fize  in  total  indepen¬ 
dence 
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4ence  of  the  male,  and  the  cicatri- 
csla,  vitellus,  and  the  chelazae, 
have  appeared  (I  believe)  to  the 
moft  accurate  obfervers,  to  be  as 
well  organized  in  the  unimpreg- 
oated  as  in  the  impregnated  egg: 
in  the  feed,  on  the  contrary,  every 
thing  relative  to  its  internal  organ¬ 
ization  appears  dependent  on  the 
male  parent.  Spallanzani  has, 
however,  ftated  that  many  plants 
produced  well  organized  feeds,  and 
even  feeds  which  vegetated  per¬ 
fectly,  under  circumftances  in 
which  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive 
how  the  pollen  of  the  male  plant, 
or  flower,  could  have  been  prefent. 
But  the  Italian  naturalift  appears 
to  have  blundered  moft  egregioufly 
in  his  experiment ;  or  (which  I 
conceive  to  be  more  probable)  he 
became  the  dupe  of  the  refined  ma¬ 
lice  of  his  countrymen  ;  for  I  re¬ 
peated  his  experiments  under  very 
favourable  circumftances,  and  with 
the  clofeft  attention,  but  I  failed 
to  obtain  a  Angle  feed.  The  gourd 
alone  produced  apparently  perfe«5t 
fruit,  and  the  feed-coats  acquired 
their  natural  flze  and  form ;  and  in 
this  refpedi  the  growth  of  its  feeds 
appeared  to  be,  like  that  of  eggs, 
wholly  independent  of  the  influence 
of  the  male.  But  the  feed-coats  of 
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the  gourd  were  perfe&ly  empty ,  and 
I  could  not  difcover,  at  any  period 
of  their  growth,  the  flighteft  vef- 
tige  either  of  cotyledons,  or  plu¬ 
mule,  nor  of  any  thing  that  a  ppeared 
to  correfpond  with  the  internal 
organization  of  a  feed  of  the  fame 
plant,  under  different  circumftances. 
Spallanzani  has  not,  I  believe, 
mentioned  the  fpecies  of  gourd  upon 
which  he  made  his  experiments ; 
the  common,  or  orange  gourd  of 
our  gardens,  was  the  fubjeft  of 
mine. 

In  comparing  the  mode  of  the 
formation  and  growth  of  eggs  with 
the  obfervations  I  had  previoufly 
made  on  the  growth  of  feeds,  I 
have  been  favoured  with  the  very 
able  afliftance  of  Mr.  Carlifle,  for 
which  I  have  on  this,  as  on  many 
other  occafions,  to  acknowledge 
much  obligation. 

I  am,  my  dear  firs 
&c.  See* 

T.  A.  Knight. 


Hints  on  the  Subject  of  Animal  Se¬ 
cretions.  By  Everard  Home  *, 
Ef<p*  F.R*So 

(  From  the  fame*) 

The  brilliant  difeoveries  of  Mr. 
Davy  on  the  powers  of  ele&ricity. 


*  Dr.  Wollafton’s  obfervations,  inferted  in  the  Philofophical  Magazine,  were  pub¬ 
lished  after  this  paper  had  been  laid  before  the'  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  Ani¬ 
mal  Chemiftry. 

I  was  led  to  the  prefent  inveftigation,  while  preparing  my  leisures  on  the  Hunterian 
Mufeum,  in  which  the  fecretions  in  different  animals  are  to  be  conlidered;  In  Sep¬ 
tember  laft,  I  engaged  Mr.  William  Brande  to  afftft  me  in  profecivting  the  enquiry. 
In  November,  I  communicated  my,  opinion  to  Sir  Joleph  Banks,  and  ltated  that  I 
fhould  bring  them  forward  in  my  lectures;  at  that  time  Young’s  Syllabus  was  not  pub¬ 
lished,  and  Dr.  Wollafton’s  opinions  were  unknown  to  me. 

Dr.  Berzelius,  Profeffor  of  Chemiftry,  at  Stockholm,  publiflied  a  work  on  animal 
chemiftry,  in  the  year  1806,  in  the  Swedilh  language,  in  which  he  ftates,  in  feveral 
places,  that  he  believes  the  fecretions  in  animals  to  depend  on  the  nerves,  although  he 
is  unable  to  explain  how  the  effe6t  is  produced.  In  proof  of  this  opinion,  the  follow*1 
ing  experiment  is  adduced: 

“  Trace  all  the  nerves  leading  to  any  fecretory  organ  in  a  living  animal,  and  divide 
them,  being  careful  to  injure  the  blood  veffels  and  the  ftru'Ctufe  of  the  organ  illelf 
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in  producing  the  chemical  changes, 
fuggefted  to  me  the  idea  that  ani¬ 
mal  fecretions  may  be  produced  by 
the  fame  means. 

To  profecute  this  inquiry  with 
every  advantage,  requires  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  anatomy,  phyfiology,  and 
chemiftry,  rarely  to  be  met  with 
in  the  fame  perfon.  1  have  there¬ 
fore  availed  myfelf  of  the  afliftance 
of  the  different  members  of  this  fo- 
ciety,  the  objeft  of  which  is  the 
improvement  of  animal  chemiftry. 
Their  intimate  acquaintance  with 
thefe  branches  of  fcience  renders 
them  peculiarly  fitted  for  fuch  an 
undertaking, 

It  is  one  of  the  moft  important 
fubjeCts  to  which  Mr.  Davy’s 
difcoveries  can  be  applied,  and  he 
has  given  it  the  confideration  it 
deferves. 

The  Voltaic  battery  is  met  with 
in  the  torpedo  and  eleCtrical  eel; 
and  although  it  is  given  only  as  a 
means  of  catching  their  prey,  and 
defending  themfelves,  and  there¬ 
fore  not  immediately  applicable  to 
theprefent  enquiry,  yet  it  furnifhes 
two  important  faCts  :  one,  that  a 
Voltaic  battery  can  be  formed  in  a 
living  animal  ;  the  other,  that 
nerves  are  eftentially  necdfary  for 
its  management  ;  for,  in  thefe  fifh, 
the  nerves  connected  with  the  elec¬ 
trical  organs  exceed  thofe  that  go 
to  all  the  other  parts  of  the  fifti,  in 
the  proportion  of  twenty  to  one. 
The  nerves  are  made  up  of  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  fmall  fibres,  a 


ftru&ure  fo  different  from  that  of 
the  eleCtric  organ,  that  they  are 
evidently  not  fitted  to  form  a  Vol¬ 
taic  battery  of  high  power  ;  but 
their  ftruCture  appears  to  Mr.  Davy 
to  adapt  them  to  receive  and  pre- 
ferve  a  fmall  ele&rical  power. 

That  the  nerves  arranged  with 
mufcles,  fo  as  to  form  a  Voltaic 
battery,  have  a  power  of  accumu¬ 
lating  and  communicating  eleCtri- 
city,  is  proved  by  the  well-known 
experiment  of  taking  the  two  hind 
legs  of  a  vivacious  frog,  immedi¬ 
ately  after  they  are  cut  off,  laying 
bare  the  crural  nerves,  applying 
one  of  thefe  to  the  expofed  mufcles 
of  the  other  limb,  and  then  when 
the  circle  is  completed  by  railing 
the  other  crural  nerve  with  a  glafs 
rod,  and  touching  the  mufcle  of 
the  limb  to  which  it  does  not  be¬ 
long,  the  mufcles  of  both  are  ex¬ 
cited  to  contraction. 

There  are  feveral  circumftances 
in  the  ftruCture  of  the  nerves,  and 
their  arrangements  in  animal  bo¬ 
dies,  which  do  not  appear  at  all 
applicable  to  the  purpofes  of  com¬ 
mon  fenfation,  and  whofe  ufes 
have  not  been  devifed.  Among 
thefe  are  the  plexufes  in  the 
branches  of  the  par  vagum,  which 
go  to  the  lungs,  and  in  the  nerves 
which  go  to  the  limbs.  The  gan¬ 
glions,  which  conneCt  the  nerves 
of  the  vifcera  with  thofe  that  fup- 
ply  the  voluntary  mufcles,  and  the 
courfe  of  the  nerves  of  the  vifcera 
which  keep  up  a  connexion  among 


as  little  as  maybe;  notwithftanding  the  continued  circulation  of  the  blood,  the  organ 
will  as  little  fecrete  its  ut'ual  fluid,  as  an  eye  deprived  of  its  nerve  can  fee,  or  a 
mufcle  whole  nerve  has  been  divided  can  move.  We  may,  therefore,  eafily  conceive, 
that  any  trifling  alteration  in  the  nerve  of  a  gland  may  materially  affeCt  its  fecretion, 
the  fupply  of  blood  being  in  every  way  perfect.” 

He  fays  the  agency  of  the  nerves  in  fecretion  has  generally  been  difregarded,  be¬ 
cause  our  attention  is  only  called  to  their  fecret  mode  of  aCting  when  we  dilcover  the 
infufficiency  of  all  other  explanation.  Dr.  Berzelius’s  work  was  Ihown  to  me  by  Mr. 
Davy  while  this  paper  was  in  the  prefs. 


themfelves 
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themfelves  in  fo  many  different 
ways. 

The  organs  of  fecretion  are  prin¬ 
cipally  made  up  of  arteries  and 
veins ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  the 
different  modes  in  which  thefe  vef. 
fels  ramify,  that  can  in  any  way 
account  for  the  changes  in  the  blood, 
out  of  which  the  fecretions  arife. 
Thefe  organs  are  alfo  abundantly 
fupplied  with  nerves. 

With  a  view  to  determine  how 
far  any  change  could  be  produced 
in  the  blood  by  electricity,  at  all 
fimilar  to  fecretion,  Mr.W.  Brande, 
who  has  begun  his  career  in  animal 
chemiftry  with  fo  much  fuccefs, 
made  the  following  experiments, 
in  the  fuggeftion  of  which  Mr. 
Davy  afforded  him  every  affiftance. 

Experiment  L  middle  of  January , 
1809. 

The  conductors  from  twenty- 
four  four-inch  double  plates  of  cop¬ 
per  and  zinc,  charged  with  a  very 
weak  folution  of,  muriatic  acid, 
were  immerfed  in  four  ounces  of 
blood,  immediately  on  its  having 
been  drawn  from  a  vein  in  the  arm. 
The  temperature  of  the  blood  was 
kept  up  at  ioo°  during  the  expe¬ 
riment.  The  apparatus  was  fo 
conftruCted  as  to  admit  of  the  pro- 
duds  at  the  negative  and  pofitive 
wires  being  feparately  collected 
and  examined.  When  the  electri¬ 
zation  had  been  carried  on  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  all  action  feemed 
to  have  cealed.  The  blood  which 
had  furrounded  the  negative  wire 
was  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  alkaline  ;  that  iurround- 
ing  the  pofitive  wire  was  flightly 
acid,  and  of  a  brighter  hue. 

In  this  experiment,  the  coagu¬ 
lation  of  the  blood  Av as  not  mate. 


rially  affeCted  by  the  eleCtrical 
power  alluded  to. 

Experiment  II,  8 th  of  February f 
1  809. 

Finding  it  neceffary  to  fubmit 
perfectly  fluid  blood  to  the  aCtion 
of  eleCtricity,  the  following  expe¬ 
riment  was  undertaken  with  a 
view  of  keeping  it  the  longeft  pof- 
fible  time  in  that  flate. 

A  deer  having  been  pithed,  the 
abdomen  was  immediately  opened 
into,  and  a  length  of  about  four 
inches  of  a  large  vein  in  the  vefo- 
colon  was  detached  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts.  Two  fmall  platina 
wires,  connected  in  the  ufual  way 
with  forty  three-inch  double  plates, 
were  infertedinto  this  detached  por¬ 
tion  of  the  vein,  and  fecured  by  li¬ 
gatures,  having  their  points  at  a 
diflance  of  about  one  inch  from 
each  other.  The  communication 
with  the  battery  was  kept  up  for 
one  quarter  of  an  hour,  a  third  li¬ 
gature  was  then  tied  in  the  centre 
of  the  detached  vein,  in  order  to 
cut  off  the  connexion  between  the 
pofitive  and  negative  ends.  On 
removing  the  portion  of  the  vein 
included  by  the  ligatures,  and  con¬ 
taining  the  blood,  it  was  found 
that  the  gafeous  products  had  forced 
out  nearly  the  whole  of  the  blood, 
at  the  parts  through  which  the 
wires  were  inferted ;  alkaline  and 
acid  matter  were  readily  detached, 
but  no  produCt  could  be  difcovered. 

Experiment  III.  10th  of  March , 

1  809. 

The  conductors  from  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  four-inch  double 
plates,  highly  charged,  were 
brought  within  two  inches  of 
each  other,  in  fome  recent  ferum 
of  blood  obtained  free  from  the 
\Y y  3]  colouring 
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colouring  matter,  by  carefully 
pouring  it  off  from  the  coagulum. 
Coagulated  albumen  was  rapidly 
feparated  at  the  negative  pole,  and 
alkaline  matter  evolved :  at  the 
pofitive  pole,  a  fmall  quantity  of 
albumen  was  gradually  depofited, 
and  litmus  paper  indicated  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  acid.  These  are  the  ef¬ 
fects  produced  by  a  high  ele&rical 
power  upon  ferum. 

Ex  pertinent  IV .  4  th  of  April, 
1809, 

Was  undertaken  to  afcertain  the 
effect  of  a  low  power  ;  a  battery 
was  employed,  confiding  of  twelve 
four-inch  double  plates  of  copper 
and  iron.  In  this  cafe,  there  was 
at  firft  no  appearance  of  coagula¬ 
tion  at  either  pole  ;  in  five  minutes 
the  pofitive  wire  became  covered 
with  a  film  of  albumen,  and  in 
fifteen  minutes  a  filament  of  about 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  length  was 
feen  floating  in  the  fluid,  and  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  fame  wire. 

Experiment  V .  6th  of  May,  1809. 

Two  fmall  platina  cups,  con¬ 
ceded  by  a  large  quantity  of  cotton 
well  walked,  and  containing  one 
ounce  of  ferum,  were  rendered 
pofitive  and  negative,  by  thirty 
double  three-inch  plates  very 
weakly  charged.  The  procefs  was 
continued  during  twenty-four  hours. 
This  power  had  not  been  fufficient 
to  produce  coagulation  at  the  ne¬ 
gative  pole.  On  examining  the 
fluid  in  the  negative  cup  it  was 
found  to  confift  principally  of  an 
alkaline  folution  of  albumen. 

The  fluid  in  the  pofitive  cup  was 
rather  turbid,  it  reddened  litmus, 
and  was  flightly  acid  to  the  tafte. 
On  Handing,  it  depofited  a  few 
lakes  of  albumen.  When  evapo¬ 


rated,  it  afforded  a  faline  matter, 
with  excefs  of  acid,  (fuperfalts). 

By  thefe  experiments  •  it  was  af- 
certained,  that  a  low  negative 
power  of  eledricity  feparates  from 
the  ferum  of  the  blood  an  alkaline 
folution  of  albumen  with  acid,  and 
the  falts  of  the  blood.  That  with 
one  degree  of  power,  albumen  is  fe¬ 
parated  in  a  folid  form,  with  a  lefs 
degree  it  is  feparated  in  a  fluid 
form. 

From  thefe  fads,  the  following 
queries  are  propofed : 

1.  That  fuch  decompofition  of 
the  blood  by  eledricity,  may  be  as 
near  an  approach  to  fecretion  as 
could  be  expected  to  be  produced 
by  the  artificial  means  at  prefent  in 
our  power. 

2.  That  a  weaker  power  of  elec¬ 
tricity,  than  any  that  can  be  re¬ 
gularly  kept  up  by  art,  may  be 
capable  of  fepa rating  from  the 
blood,  the  different  parts  of  which 
it  is  compofed,  and  forming  new 
combinations  of  the  parts  fo  fepa¬ 
rated. 

3.  That  the  ftrudure  of  the 
nerves  may  fit  them  to  have  a  low 
eledrical  power,  which  can  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  as 
fuch  low  powers  are  not  influenced 
by  imperfect  condudors,  as  animal 
fluids,  the  nerves  will  not  be  de¬ 
prived  of  their  eledricity  by  the 
furrounding  parts. 

4.  That  the  difcovery  of  an  elec¬ 
trical  power,  which  can  feparate 
albumen  from  the  blood  in  a  fluid 
ftate,  and  another  that  feparates  it 
in  a  folid  ftate,  may  explain  the 
mode  in  which  different  animal 
folids  and  fluids  may  be  produced, 
fince,  according  to  Mr.  Hatchett's 
experiments,  albumen  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  material  of  which  animal  bo¬ 
dies  are  compofed. 


5.  That 
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That  the  nerves  of  the  tor¬ 
pedo  may  not  only  keep  the  elec¬ 
tric  organ  under  the  command  of 
the  will,  but  charge  the  battery* 
by  fecreting  the  fluid  between  the 
plates,  that  is  neceflfary  for  its  ac¬ 
tivity* 

6.  As  albumen  becomes  vifibly 
coagulated,  by  the  effect  produced 
from  twelve  four-inch  double 
plates  of  copper  and  iron,  a  power 
much  too  low  to  afFed  even  the 
moft  delicate  eledrometer,  may  not 
this  be  occafionally  employed  with 
advantage  as  a  chemical  teft  of 
eledricity,  whilft  the  production 
of  acid  and  alkali,  effected  by  ftill 
fuperior  degrees  of  electricity  to 
thofe  required  for  the  coagulation 
of  albumen,  may  likewife  be  re¬ 
garded  as  auxiliary  tells  on  fuch 
occaflons  ? 

If  thefe  fads  and  obfer  vat  ions 
appear  to  the  Society  to  throw  any 
light  upon  the  principle  of  fecretion, 
ir  may  be  an  advantage  to  medical 
fcience  that  they  Ihould  be  laid 
before  the  public,  as  hints  for  fu¬ 
ture  inquiry. 


On  the  Mechanifm  of  Refpiration  in 
Fijhes .  Bj  Mr.  C .  Dumeril. 

( Read  to  the  National  Injiitute  of 
France.) 

\  ' 

In  thefe  papers  I  intend  to  ex¬ 
plain  fome  ideas  refpeCting  the  aCt  of 
refpiration  in  fifhes  ;  todemonftrate, 
that  the  mechanifm  by  which 
water  is  drawn  into  the  mouths 
of  thefe  animals  is  precifely  limilar 
to  that  of  the  respiration  of  fome 
reptiles  ;  and  that,  in  confequence 
of  this  mode  of  refpiration,  the 
feat  and  perception  of  the  organ  of 
fmell  in  filhes  are  altogether  dif¬ 


ferent  from  what  they  are  in  other 
vertebrate  animals. 

In  the  mammalia  and  birds  the 
whole  of  the  venous  blood  is  un¬ 
der  the  neceflity  of  coming  to  place 
itfelf  in  contaCl  as  it  were  with  the 
air,  that  penetrates  their  lungs. 
Thefe  organs  are  inclofed,  and  ca¬ 
pable  of  expanding  in  the  thorax  | 
a  cavity,  the  long  lides  of  which 
are  capable  of  various  motions,  and 
particularly  of  thofe  that  tend  to 
increafe  or  diminilh  its  diameters. 

In  the  mammalia  the  thorax  ap¬ 
pears  particularly  intended  to  pra¬ 
ted  the  principal  organs  of  the  cir¬ 
culation  ;  and  determine  the  mo¬ 
tions  neceflfary  to  refpiration.  In 
all  other  vertebrate  animals,  that 
have  lungs,  thefe  parts  are  contain¬ 
ed  in  a  lefs  determinate  fpace,  with 
the  organs  of  digeftion  and  other 
vifcera. 

The  ribs  or  long  hoops,  that 
furround  this  cavity,  are  evidently 
levers,  that  mechanically  produce 
the  expanflon  or  contraction  of  the 
fpace  furrounding  the  lungs.  The 
powers  that  move  the  bones  in  thefe 
two  diredions,  and  which  are 
the  mufcles  of  the  thorax  and 
abdomen,  and  the  diaphragm, 
confequently  determine  the  ad  of 
infpiration,  as  well  as  that  of  ex¬ 
piration.  It  was  neceflfary  to  re¬ 
capitulate  thefe  general  principles, 
to  give  a  clearer  notion  of  what 
follows. 

If  it  be  true,  as  phyfiologifts  at 
prefent  admit,  that  the  ribs  and 
mufcles  inferted  in  them  are  the 
chief  mechanical  agents  of  refpi¬ 
ration  ;  we  muft  neceflarily  infer, 
that  vertebrate  animals  deftitute  of 
ribs,  or  in  which  thefe  bones  can¬ 
not  be  employed  to  produce  thofe 
motions,  muft  have  fome  other 
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mode  of  breathing :  and  this  in  fa& 
is  the  cafe. 

The  firft  example  we  have  in 
certain  reptiles,  as  frogs,  lizards, 
&c.,  during  the  firft  ftage  of  their 
exiftence.  Thefe  animals,  previ¬ 
ous  to  their  metamorphofis,  breathe 
in  the  manner  of  fifties,  of  which 
they  have  commonly  the  form, 
ftru6ture,  and  habitudes.  They 
take  in  water  at  the  mouth,  and 
immediately  expel  it  through 
a  {ingle  bronchial  aperture,  or  fe- 
veral  holes  in  the  fide  of  the  neck. 
Thus  tadpoles  are  fimilarly  circum- 
ftanced  with  fifties  of  the  genus 
fphagobronchise  of  Bloch,  or  uni- 
bronchaperturae  of  Laeepede ;  while 
the  young  lizards,  protei,  firens, 
and  other  urodelasr,  bear  more  re- 
femblance  to  the  (harks ;  particu¬ 
larly  to  that  defcribed  by  Schneider, 
and  reprefented  at  fig.  31  in  his 
edition  of  Bloch’s  Syftem  of  Ich¬ 
thyology,  and  which  he  has  termed 
ciliaris,  becauie  a  portion  of  the 
gills  appears  externally  like  a 
fringe. 

This  period  of  the  life  of  batra- 
chian  reptiles,  however,  is  not  fo 
ftiort  as  has  hitherto  been  fuppofed. 
Of  this,  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  fatisfying  myfelf,  having  kept 
tadpoles  for  more  than  three  years*. 


Yet  when  the  lungs  of  thefe  animals 
are  completely  formed,  the  gills 
loft,  and  they  have  only  air  to 
breathe,  there  is  hardly  any  thing 
altered  on  this  account  in  their  pri¬ 
mitive  organization,  and  they  re¬ 
tain,  as  we  may  fay,  their  old 
mode  of  refpi ration. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  ba- 
trachian  reptiles  have  no  ribs,  or 
at  moft  only  the  rudiments  of  thefe 
bones :  the  lungs,  therefore,  muft 
be  inflated  by  fome  mechanifm  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  of  other  animals. 
This  was  conje&ured  by  Herholdt 
and  Rafn  of  Copenhagen,  and  almoft 
immediately  demonftrated  by  Cu¬ 
vier  and  myfelf,  though  I  have  fince 
corre&ed  fome  of  our  former  obfer- 
vationsf.  It  is  now  known  that  the 
refpiration  of  thebatrachian  reptiles 
is  effe&ed  by  means  of  mufcles  of  the 
throat,  and  the  elaftic  plate  of  the 
’os  hyoides,  which  perform  the  of¬ 
fice  of  ribs  and  diaphragm.  And 
for  infpiration  thus  to  take  place, 
the  mouth  muft  previoufly  be 
clofed  ;  fo  that  if  an  adult  falaman- 
der  or  frog  were  placed  in  water, 
with  the  mouth  kept  open  by  force, 
or  even  left  fo  in  the  moift  and 
open  air,  it  would  foon  die  of  fuf- 
focation.  In  all  thefe  animals  the 
air  is  expelled  fuddenly  from  the 


*  It  has  been  faid,  that  mod  of  the  batrachian  fpecies  undergo  their  change  in  one 
year;  this  is  true  with  refpect  to  the  common  frog,  the  green  frog,  the  salamander  ado - 
minele ,  and  probably  feveral  others.  It  is  known  however,  that  the  rana  paradoxa 
is  fometimes  two  years  in  the  tadpole  date  ;  and  I  have  obferved,  that  the  young 
marbled  lizards  retain  their  gills  more  than  one  year,  having  fed  fuch  in  the  fpring. 
Befides,  I  have  kept  in  my  houfexfor  three  years,  tadpoles  of  the  crapaud  accoucheur » 
■which  have  condantly  refufed  all  kind  of  vegetable  food,  and  which  devoured  one 
another,  if  they  were  not  fupplied  with  the  deih  of  animals. 

f  There  is  neither  valve  nor  valvulse  within  or  at  the  bafe  of  the  noftrils.  In  all 
the  anouri,  that  have  the  tongue  free,  and  its  root  attached  to  the  cavity  of  the  jaw, 
the  two  lobes  apply  themfelves  to  the  interior  orifice  of  the  note,  fo  as  to  prevent  the 
iflue  of  the  air,  or  any  other  fluid  contained  in  the  mouth,  at  the  time  of  deglutition. 
In  the  urodeli,  which  have  no  tongue,  two  tubercles,  anfwering  to  the  anterior  bifur¬ 
cation  of  the  os  hyoides,  and  covered  by  the  inner  membrane  of  the  mouth,  apply 
themfelves  to  the  two  apertures  of  the  noftrils,  which  are  obferved  before  the  orbits 
of  the  eyes,  on  opening  the  mouth  of  any  of  the  falamanders, 

lungs,. 
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lungs  by  the  adion  of  the  abdomi¬ 
nal  mufcles.  It  i flues  from  the 
mouth  in  very  large  bubbles*  and 
by  a  fort  of  vomiting,  which  ex¬ 
plains  the  force  and  continuance  of 
croaking,  even  under  water,  as  is 
obferved  in  a  great  many  fpecies. 

All  the  chelonian  reptiles  are  cir- 
cumftanced  precifely  as  the  batra- 
chian.  Not  that  the  tortoifes,  for 
inftance,  are  deftitute  of  ribs,  or 
fternum,  as  no  animals  have  thefe 
parts  more  folid  and  diftind.  But 
all  thefe  ribs  are  united  to  the  ver¬ 
tebras  and  to  each  other,  to  form 
that  bony  ftiell,  which  covers  their 
mufcles,  limbs,  and  vifcera,  in  the 
back  ;  as  the  parts  of  the  fternum 
fpread  a  broad  cover  over  them  on 
the  belly. 

I  believe  I  firft  demonftrated  in 
my  public  ledures,  on  living  tor¬ 
toifes,  .the  miftake  of  Townfon  in 
his  examination  of  the  mechanifm 
of  refpiration  in  a  tortoife,  the 
under  fhell  of  which  he  had  re¬ 
moved,  and  in  which  the  mechani¬ 
cal  action  of  the  lungs  was  Bill  ex- 
erted.  This  gentleman  afcribes 
the  faculty  of  drawing  the  lungs 
outward  to  two  mufcles,  which  can 
only  comprefs  them ;  while  the 
motion  of  the  throat,  and  the  com¬ 
plete  ceflation  of  the  ad  of  refpir- 
ing  when  the  mouth  is  open,  would 
have  given  him  a  better  infight  into 
the  true  mechanifm  of  this  fundion, 
and  the  analogy  that  exifts  in  this 
refped  between  tortoifes  and  frogs. 
Indeed  this  is  an  obfervation,  to 
which  we  are  naturally  led  ;  and 
Mr.  Cuvier,  who  has  verified  it, 
adopts  the  fame  opinion  in  his  Lec¬ 
tures  on  Comparative  Anatomy, 
vol.  iv.  p.  368. 

Here  then  we  find  the  ad  of  re¬ 
fpiration  performed  in  certain  rep¬ 
tiles  differently  from  what  it  is  in 
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animals  that  feem  to  precede  them 
immediately  in  the  fcale  of  beings. 
Yet,  though  the  mechanifm  is  dif¬ 
ferent,  the  effedis  nearly  the  fame, 
fince  in  both  cafes  the  air  is  equally 
introduced  into  the  lungs,  there 
to  produce  and  undergo  a  certain 
action.  The  real  difference  is  only- 
in  the  mode  of  infpiration,  and  the 
connedtion  of  its  continuance  with 
the  motion  that  empties  the  lungs. 
In  fad,  the  air,  inspired  by  fmaJI 
quantities  in  fucceffion,  is  always 
introduced  at  the  noftrils,  and  if. 
fues  from  the  mouth  at  a  fmgle 
difcharge  of  longer  or  fhorter  du¬ 
ration.  During  the  ftay  of  this 
large  quantity  of  air  infpired  in  the 
lungs,  which  feem  to  have  been 
greatly  expanded  for  that  purpofe, 
it  divefts  itfeif  of  the  oxygen  it 
contains,  fo  that  the  moment  of 
expiration  is  to  a  certain  degree 
arbitrary. 

Moft  of  the  circumftances  that 
have  been  mentioned  will  be  exhi¬ 
bited  at  large  in  the  following  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  refpiratory  appa¬ 
ratus  of  fifties.  All  vertebrate 
animals,  that  breathe  air  alone, 
have  only  two  apertures  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  mouth.  One, 
intended  for  the  paflfage  of  the  food, 
is  the  sefophagus:  the  other,  ad¬ 
mitting  the  paflage  of  the  air  into 
and  out  of  the  lungs,  is  the  glottis. 
Fifties  on  the  contrary,  without 
exception,  have  the  throat  perfo¬ 
rated  with  four,  fix,  or  feven, 
large  apertures  on  each  fide,  be- 
fides  the  paflfage  leading  to  the 
ftomach.  Thefe  apertures  fupply 
the  place  of  the  glottis,  and  are 
commonly  furniftied  on  their  edges 
with  fringed  appendages,  which 
fit  in  each  other,  but  are  capable 
of  being  feparated  to  a  greater  or 
lefs  diftance,  to  drain  the  water 

that 
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that  paffes  through  them.  Each 
of  thefe  apertures  directs  the  liquids 
into  a  fpace  bordered  by  two  bron¬ 
chial  laminse,  which  are  covered 
by  a  membrane,  in  the  fubftance  of 
which  are  commonly  folid  radii 
capable  of  motion,  and  a  thin 
plate  called  the  operculum,  which 
can  be  moved  fo  as  to  form  a  chink 
on  each  fide.  This  aperture  alone 
fprnifties  an  iffue  to  the  water,  which 
by  flaying  on  the  bronchial  has 
ferved  for  the  refpiration  of  thefilh. 

When  a  fifh  refpires,  it  begins 
by  opening  the  mouth,  to  fuck  in 
the  liquid  in  which  it  is  immerfed. 
The  water  immediately  comes  in 
to  fill  the  vacuum  produced  by  the 
feparation  and  protraction  of  the 
labial  bones.  The  bottom  of  the 
throat  is  then  raifed,  and  the  bron¬ 
chial  apertures  frequently  doled. 
But  prefently  the  lips  approach 
each  other  ;  all  the  hinder  part  of 
the  head  is  enlarged  by  the  raifing 
of  the  opercula ;  the  bony  arches 
that  fupport  the  bronchial  laminse 
are  adted  upon  by  the  hyoides, 
which  is  depreffed  as  in  the  aCt  of 
fwallowing  j  thefe  arches  feparate 
from  each  other,  and  the  water 
immediately  enters  into  the  fpaces 
between  them  :  but,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  thefe  opercula  are  raifed  and 
feparated  from  the  body,  the  hy¬ 
oides  and  all  the  bronchial  laminse 
connected  with  it  rife  againft  the 
arch  of  the  palate,  and  drive  before 
them  all  the  water  contained  in 
the  cavity  of  the  mouth  which 
paffes  entirely  round  the  bronchiae, 
and  is  commonly  difeharged  by  the 
exterior  apertures. 

Thus  we  fee  the  refpiration  of 
water  by  fifties  is  a  real  degluti¬ 


tion,  but  incomplete,  becaufe  the 
mouth  is  perforated  at  the  bottom, 
and  fuffers  the  liquid  which  necef- 
farily  enters  with  all  its  food,  to 
efcape. 

This  explains  how  fifties  can 
fwallow  air  in  pretty  large  quan¬ 
tity  *,  becaufe  the  fpecific  gravity 
of  gafeous  fluids  carries  them  to 
the  higheft  part  of  the  mouth 
which  is  feldom  perforated  :  this 
being  the  reverfe  of  what  happens 
in  animals  that  refpire  air,  which 
cannot  naturally  fwallow  it,  be¬ 
caufe  this  efcapes  by  the  pofterior 
opening  of  the  noflrils ;  while  they 
can  all  fwallow  water  without  any 
difficulty. 

The  cetacese,  which  from  their 
nature  are  obliged  to  refide  in 
water,  are  circumftanced  precifely 
the  fame  as  fifties.  Every  time 
thefe  animals  open  their  mouths  to 
feize  their  prey,  they  are  under 
the  neceffity  of  expelling  the  fluid 
introduced  into  them  ;  and  accor¬ 
dingly  they  are  furniftied  with  a 
peculiar  organ  analogous  in  its 
effeCl  to  that  of  fifties.  By  the 
help  of  this  organ  they  expel  the 
water  through  their  noflrils. 

All  the  mufcles,  that  ferve  in  fifh 
to  expel  the  water  from  the  cavity 
of  the  mouth  into  that  of  the  gills, 
are  the  fame  as  thofe  that  produce 
deglutition  in  other  fpecies  of  ani¬ 
mals  :  only  the  apparatus  is  much 
more  complex,  as  will  readily  ap¬ 
pear  on  comparing  the  firuClure  of 
the  hyoides  and  bronchioftegous 
arches,  which  reprefents  its  horns 
or  elongations. 

The  motion  that  produces  the 
expulfion  of  the  water  is  altogether 
independent  of  that  of  the  mouth 


*  This  commonly  happens  in  the  baliftes  and  terodontes,  which  come  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water  to  fuck  in  air,  and  thefe  puff  tUemfelves  up  confiderably. 

and 
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and  throat ;  though  it  is  its  com¬ 
mon  confequence  ;  and  occurs  al¬ 
ternately,  and  is  nearly  ifochro- 
nous  with  it.  The  powers  that 
occafion  the  expul  lion  of  the 
water  are  equally  fituate  about 
the  head,  and  it  is  chiefly  this 
apparatus  of  bones  and  numerous 
mufcles,  that  renders  the  heads 
of  fiflies  fo  bulky,  for  they  are 
frequently  more  than  a  third  of 
the  whole  length  of  the  animal. 
The  bronchioftegous  arches,  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  fubftance  of  the  mem* 
brane,  take  the  place  of  the  true 
ribs :  and  in  thofe  fpecies  that 
want  thefe  bones,  mufcles  in  the 
fliape  of  pouches  fulfil  the  fame 
office,  atting  on  the  water,  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  auricles  of 
the  heart  on  the  blood  which  they 
propel  into  the  ventricles  ;  or  as 
the  mufcular  bags  found  in  the 
fpiracles  of  whales. 

The  theory  I  have  laid  down 
feems  to  be  confirmed  even  by  the 
anomalies  that  occur  in  fome  fifties, 
in  which  refpiration  appears  to  be 
effe&ed  in  a  different  way,  and 
which  confequently  exhibits  fome 
flight  modifications  in  its  organs. 

The  common  phenomena  of  the 
refpiration  of  fifhes  have  already 
been  defcribed  :  but  there  are  fome, 
as  the  plagioftomes  and  cyclofto- 
mes  among  the  cartilaginous  fifhes, 
which  do  not  conftantly  take  in 
water  at  the  mouth  ;  and  others,  in 
which  refpiration  may  be  termedar- 
bitrary  in  its  movements.  Thefe 
two  peculiarities,  which  I  (hall 
examine  fomewhat  at  large,  feem 
to  (how  great  analogy  to  the  rep¬ 
tiles  already  noticed. 

The  rays,faw-fifh,  and  many  of 
the  fquali,  when  they  make  no 
effort  to  fuftain  themfelves  in  the 
water,  naturally  fink  to  the  bot- 
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tom,  and  lie  on  the  fand  :  and  as 
their  mouths  are  in  the  under  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  if  they  opened 
them  like  other  fifhes  to  draw  in 
water,  they  would  neceflarily  fuck 
up  gravel  and  other  foreign  mat¬ 
ters,  by  which  their  gills  might  be 
wounded.  On  this  account  they 
feem  to  be  able  to  breathe  in  the 
manner  of  frogs  and  adult  falaman- 
ders,  nature  having  furnifhed  them 
with  two  apertures  at  the  top  of 
the  head  communicating  dire&ly 
with  the  throat.  Thefe  are  real 
noftrils,  placed  behind  the  eyes, 
but  formed  to  admit  the  water  into 
the  mouth,  whenever  the  throat 
dilates.  The  return  of  the  liquid 
in  the  fame  dire&ion  is  prevented 
by  valves ;  and  the  animal,  per. 
forming  the  action  of  deglutition 
without  opening  the  mouth  or  cefo- 
phagus,  forces  the  water  into  the 
cavities  of  the  gills. 

The  mode  of  refpiration  too 
muft  be  different,  but  for  another 
reafon,  in  the  lampreys  and  gaf- 
trobronchi,  the  only  fpecies  desti¬ 
tute  of  the  jaws  ;  and  which  have 
been  claffed  perhaps  erroneoufly 
among  the  vertebrate  animals,  from 
which  they  differ  confiderably,  as 
I  intend  to  (hew  in  a  paper  that  I 
{hall  have  the  honour  of  laying  be¬ 
fore  the  clafs. 

Many  of  thefe  fpecies  are  para- 
fitical  :  they  fatten  themfelves  by 
the  mouth  to  other  fiflies,  or  fix 
themfejves  to  ftones  and  other  fo- 
lid  bodies  by  the  help  of  this  part 
and  a  kind  of  futtion.  The  water 
therefore  muft  neceflarily  enter  by 
fome  other  orifice,  that  of  the 
mouth  being  dofed.  In  fadl  we 
perceive  on  their  head,  or  in  their 
lips,  a  patulous  orifice  opening  to  a 
canal,  which  dire&s  the  water  into 
the  throat  as  often  as  a  vacuum  is 

produced 
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produced  in  it.  The  motion  of 
deglutition  that  follows  forces  this 
water  to  penetrate  into  peculiar 
cavities,  in  which  the  bronchia 
float ;  without  this  fluid  being  able 
to  iffue  out  of  the  fame  orifice, 
though  Bloch  afcribes  this  faculty 
to  them,  and,  as  well  as  Rondele- 
tius,  has  figured  this  fort  of  foun¬ 
tain  in  feveral  of  the  plates  of  his 
fuperb  work. 

All  thefe  fifhes  then  are  circum- 
ftanced  precifely  the  fame  as  the 
batrachian  reptiles,  fince  they  in- 
fpire  water  at  the  noftrils,  and  by 
deglutition  force  the  fluid  into  the 
pulmonary  cavity,  from  which  it 
is  afterwards  difcharged  by  a  dif¬ 
ferent  orifice. 

We  find  too  fome  peculiarities  of 
conformation  in  other  fpecies,  the 
refpiration  of  which  is  as  it  were 
arbitrary,  at  leafh  as  to  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  three  periods,  or  move¬ 
ments,  that  compofe  its  mechanifm, 
namely  infpiration,  deglutition, and 
expiration.  Befides,  thefe  circura- 
ftances  produce,  as  we  fhall  fee  pre- 
fently,  a  refult  nearly  fimilar  to  that 
I  have  mentioned  in  the  tortoife. 

There  are  fillies  that  live  habi¬ 
tually  in  mud  and  fand  j  fome  to 
lay  fnares  for  the  fpecies  on  which 
they  feed,  as  the  lophii,  filuri,  mu- 
rcnophides,  &c. ;  others  to  {belter 
themfelves  from  the  attacks  of 
more  voracious  fifhes,  as  the  am. 
modytes,  callionymi,  bafrathoides, 
cotti,  &c.  In  general  in  all  thefe 
inhabitants  of  the  mud  we  find  the 
cavity  of  the  bronchia  confiderably 
expanded,  in  order  to  receive  a 
larger  quantity  of  water,  which  is 
kept  as  it  were  in  referve  :  and 
perceive  alfo,  that  the  radii  of  the 
bronchioftegous  membrane,  are  con¬ 
fiderably  .elongated,  and  the  exter¬ 
nal  aperture  of  the  bronchia  is  very 


fmall  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
of  the  cavity.  All  thefe  circum- 
ftances  are  very  naturally  explain¬ 
ed,  when  we  know  that  thefe  fpecies 
like  frogs  and  tortoifes,  require 
feveral  fucceflive  afpirations,  to  fill 
with  water  that  kind  of  bag,  in 
which  the  bronchia?  are  immerfed, 
and  which  can  be  emptied  at  once, 
when  the  fifh  has  no  longer  need  to 
remain  in  ambufcade,  or  comes  into 
pure  water  to  infpire  a  frelh  portion. 

We  find  an  addition  to  the  com¬ 
mon  organization  in  thofe  fpecies 
of  fifhes,  which  in  certain  peculiar 
circumftances  can  leave  the  water, 
and  remain  on  land,  or  in  the  mud 
of  half-dried  ponds,  for  a  larger  oc 
fhorter  time.  I  am  not  fpeaking  here 
of  the  falfe  bronchia?,  which  Mr. 
Broulfonet  has  very  well  deferred 
under  the  name  of  pfeudobronchia, 
and  which  has  fince  been  found  in 
feveral  fifhes ;  but  of  a  peculiar 
organ,  a  vafcular  expanfion  analo¬ 
gous  to  lungs,  which  lies  loofe  in 
a  cavity  appropriated  to  it,  but 
communicating  with  that  of  the 
common  bronchia?,  from  which  it 
receives  water.  Confequently  this 
is  an  acceflary  organ,  fimilar  in  its 
ufes  to  the  air-bags  I  obferved  in 
the  camelion,  and  in  all  birds.  It 
is  true  we  are  yet  acquainted  with 
few  inftances  of  this  remarkable 
arrangement  ;  but  I  fhall  point  out 
five  that  are  very  ftriking. 

I  fhall  firft  mention  the  cepha- 
lophoiis  fcanoor  of  Tranquebar, 
[percafcandens],  deferibedby  Dal- 
dorf  in  the  3rd  volume  of  the  Lin- 
naean  Tranfadions.  This  fifh, 
which  is  in  the  Mufeum  of  Natural 
Hiftory  at  Paris,  has  the  faculty  of 
climbing  trees  by  means  of  the 
fpines,  with  which  the  different 
parts  of  the  opercula  are  furnifhed. 
The  ofphromenes  goramy,  the  or¬ 
ganization 
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ganization  of  which  has  been  def- 
eribed  and  figured  from  Cornmer- 
fon  by  Lacepede,  and  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  poffefs  the  fame  organ,  as 
far  as  may  be  judged  ffom  the 
ftrudure  and  analogy.  The  ma- 
cropteronotus  fharmuth,  the  fup- 
plementary  bronchia  of  which  have 
been  defcribed  by  Prof.  Geoffroy 
in  the  3rd  volume  of  the  Bulletin 
des  Sciences.  The  tetrodon  Hon- 
kenii,  figured  by  Bloch  under  the 
name  of  heriffon  tigre,  which  has 
exhibited  the  fame  organs  to  Mr. 
Schneider.  And  laftly  the  hydrar- 
gyrus  fwampine  Lac.,  which  Bofc 
found  in  Carolina,  and  of  which 
he  has  given  us  fome  fpecimens  for 
the  Mufeum.  In  this  fiih  I  have 
juft  found  thofe  organs. 

From  the  preceding  fads  it 
appears  to  follow,  that  the  me¬ 
chanical  ad  of  refpiration  in  fifties 
is  fimilar  to  what  takes  place  in 
feveral  reptiles,  and  that  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  refpiration  is  neceffarily 
combined  with  that  of  deglutition. 
This  connedion  between  the  or¬ 
gans  however  need  not  furprife  us, 
when  we  obferve  under  other  cir- 
cumftances,  and  for  another  objed, 
this  fame  fundion  of  refpiration 
neceffarily  combined  in  the  reverfe 
order  with  the  one  of  deglutition. 
Thus  the  adult  elephant  cannot 
drink,  if  he  do  not  make  a  ftrong 
expiration  into  his  trunk  at  the 
moment  of  deglutition.  Other 
fundions  might  afford  us  many 
analogous  examples ;  but  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  though  highly  impor¬ 
tant,  would  be  mifplaced  here,  and 
carry  us  too  far  from  our  fubjed. 
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Sir, 

1  lately  purchafed,  and  have  juft 
finifhed  the  reading  of  (i  An  Eflfay 
on  the  Torpidity  of  Animals,  by 
Henry  Reeve,  M.D.”  The  work 
has  afforded  me  much  amufement, 
and  fome  inftrudion ;  and  may, 
doubtlefs,  be  read  with  great  fa- 
tisfadion  and  advantage  by  the 
younger  clafs  of  naturalifts.  It  is, 
however,  I  think,  lefs  replete  with 
new  fads  and  experiments,  and, 
with  original  and  enlarged  views 
of  the  nature  and  phenomena 
of  torpid  life ,  than  might  have 
been  expeded,  confidering  the  ref- 
pedable  author’s  opportunities  of 
acquiring  information,  and  the 
length  of  time  that  he  has  had  the 
fubjed  under  his  confideration. 

Having  my  felt,  for  feveral  years, 
been  engaged  in  inquiries  relative 
to  the  fame  fubjed ;  in  various 
claffes  of  animals,  but  efpecially  in 
the  Mammalia,  the  birds,  and  the 
Reptilia  { Amphibia  of  Linnaeus), 
I  hope  to  be  able,  at  no  very  dif- 
tant  period  to  publifh  the  full  re- 
fult  of  my  refearches  and  experi¬ 
ments.  I  fhall  then  with  that 
candour,  which,  I  truft,  will  never 
forfake  me  in  my  inquiries  as  a 
naturalift,  point  out  fome  of  the 
errors  (as  I  now  conceive  them  to 
be)  of  Dr.  Reeve’s  work  ;  and,  in 
particular,  I  fhall  ftate,  at  length, 
the  fads,  the  adual  experiments, 
and  the  obfervations,  which  com¬ 
pel  me  to  differ  from  him  on  fome 
very  material  queftions.  At  pre- 
fent,  I  have  no  other  objed  in 
view,  than  to  draw  your  attention, 
and  that  of  your  philofophical  rea¬ 
ders,  to  that  part  of  Dr.  Reeve’s 
Effay,  which  relates  to  the  real  or 
fuppofed  torpidity  of  birds.  This 
part  of  his  fubjed,  the  intelligent 
author  does  not  feem  to  have  exa¬ 
mined 
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mined  with  his  accuftomed  ability. 

In  treating  of  the  st  Migration 
of  Birds, ”  Dr.  Reeve  has  the 
following  words :  Here  a  curious 
queftion  arifes  refpedling  the  dis¬ 
appearance  of  birds.  It  is  lingu¬ 
lar  that  this  fubjedt  fhould  ftill  ad¬ 
mit  of  doubt,  when  it  feems  fo 
eafy  to  be  decided ;  yet  every 
month  we  fee  queries  and  anfwers 
about  the  migration  of  Swallows, 
and  every  year  our  curiolity  is 
attempted  to  be  amufed  with  mar¬ 
vellous  hiftories  of  a  party  of  thefe 
birds  diving  under  water  in  fome 
remote  quarter  of  America.  No 
fpecies  of  birds,  except  the  Swal¬ 
low,  the  cuckoo,  and  the  wood¬ 
cock,  have  been  fuppofed  to  remain 
torpid  during  the  winter  months. 
And  what  is  the  evidence  in  favour 
of  fo  ftrange  and  monftrous  a  fup- 
pofition  ?  Nothing  but  the  molt 
vague  teftimonies,  and  hiftories  re¬ 
pugnant  to  reafon  and  experience*. 

It  appears  fomevVhat  furprifing 
to  me,  that  an  author  who  has  fo 
long  had  the  fubjedt  of  the  torpi¬ 
dity  of  animals  under  his  conside¬ 
ration,  fhould  have  hazarded  the 
aflertion  contained  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  paragraph.  Dr.  Reeve,  has 
certainly  read  of  other  birds,  be- 
fides  the  Swallow,  the  cuckoo,  and 
the  woodcock,  which  are  Said  to 
have  been  found  in  a  torpid  ftate. 
And  ought  he  not  to  have  mentioned 
thofe  birds  ? 

In  my  Fragments  of  the  Natural 
Hiflory  of  Pennsylvania,  which  Dr. 
Reeves  if  I  do  not  miftake,  has 
Seen,  for  he  has  referred  to  the 
work  in  his  Inaugural  Differtation 
publilhed  in  1803,  I  have  men¬ 


tioned  the  common  humming-bird 
( trochilus  colibri)  as  one  of  thofe 
American  birds  which  do  occafion- 
ally  become  torpid.  I  have  par¬ 
ticular  reafons  for  quoting  the  paf- 
fage  as  it  occurs  in  the  Fragments. 
ft  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn, 
that  the  humming-bird  winters  in 
any,  not  even  in  the  warmeft  parts 
of  the  United  States.  I  cannot 
hefitate  to  confider  it  as  a  bird  of 
paffage.  A  gentleman,  however, 
whofe  name  I  do  not  recoiled!, 
wrote  a  little  paper  to  prove,  that 
thefe  birds  continue  with  us  all 
the  winter  :  why  ?  becaufe  one  of 
them  was,  one  frofty  day  in  the 
month  of  Odtober,  found  a  good 
deal  benumbed  in  a  church,  in 
fome  part  of  New  England,  I  think 
in  Conne^ticutf.” 

In  the  fame  work,  fpeaking  of  the 
caprimulgus  virginianus ,  or  whip 
poor  Will  of  the  Americans,  I  have 
Said  I  have  been  informed,  that  fome 
of  thefe  birds  have  been  found  in  a 
torpid  ftate,  in  hollow  trees  in  New- 
Jerfey.  But  I  cannot  entirely  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  fadt;  and  I  have 
little  hefitation  in  faying,  that  this 
bird,  as  well  as  the  fwallows,  to 
which  it  is  allied,  is  a  bird  of  paf- 

fegef. 

Here,  then,  there  are  two  Ameri¬ 
can  birds,  befides  thofe  enumerated 
by  Dr.  Reeve,  which  are  fuppofed, 
by  fome  perfons,to  become  torpid  in 
the  winter  feafon.  Nor  do  thefe  com¬ 
plete  the  lift.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
many  well  informed  perfons,  in  the 
United  States  (but  I  by  no  means 
vouch  for  the  verity  of  the  ftory), 
that  the  Virginia  corncrake,  (or 
rail  virginianus ),  becomes  torpid ; 


*  An  Eflay,  &c.  Sedtion  ii.  pages  39,  40. 
t  Fragments  of  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Pennfyl vania,  Part  I. 
19.  Philadelphia.  1799. 

|  Fragments,  &c.  Appendix  I.  page  18. 
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and  remains  among  the  mud  and 
grades  of  our  meadows,  See.  during 
the  winter  feafon.  It  is  afferted, 
by  many  other  perfons,  that  whole 
flocks  of  the  Carolina  parrot,  or 
parakeet,  ( pjittacus  carolinenfs)  t 
continue  in  a  torpid  ftate,  in  the 
hollows  of  trees,  in  the  ftate  of 
North  Carolina,  and  in  fome  other 
parts  of  the  American  Union.  I 
believe  entire  de pen  dance  may  be 
placed  upon  this  jlatement ,*  though 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  (how 
that  thefe  birds  are  often  feen 
abroad,  and  pretty  adlive,  when 
the  ground  is  whitened  by  fnow. 

I  could  mention  not  a  few  other 
birds,  the  torpid  ftate  of  which  has 
been  fpoken  of  by  naturalifts  and 
others ;  and  thefe  birds  I  fhall 
mention  in  my  “  Tradls,  Experi¬ 
ments,  and  Obfervations  relative 
to  the  Torpidity  of  Animals.” 

But  “what/*  fays  Dr.  Reeve, 
“  is  the  evidence  in  favour  of  fo 
ftrange  and  monftrous  a  fuppofi- 
tion  ?  Nothing  but  the  moft  vague 
teftimonies,  and  hiftories  repugnant 
to  reafon  and  experience.” 

This  furely  is  not  proper  lan¬ 
guage  to  be  employed  in  the  in- 
veftigation  and  difeuffion  of  phyfi- 
ological  queftions.  Authorities  are 
fadls  in  natural,  as  well  as  in  civil 
hiftory.  And  in  favour  of  the  tor¬ 
pidity  of  fome  of  the  birds  which 
I  have  mentioned,  the  authorities, 
are  fometimes  at  lead  highly  ref- 
pedlable  :  nor  are  they  few  in 
number.  In  regard  to  the  fwal- 
lows,  I  (hall  fay  but  little  at  pre- 
fent.  I  have,  at  this  time  in  the 
prefs,  a  memoir  on  the  migration 
and  torpidity  of  thofe  birds.  I  am 
confident  that  great  numbers  of 
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fwallows  of  different  fpecies,  do 
occasionally  pafs  into  a  ftate  of  tor¬ 
pidity,  more  or  lefs  profound,  not 
merely  “  In  fome  remote  quarter 
of  America, ”  but  in  the  vicinity 
of  our  capital  cities,  where  there 
are  fome  men  of  genuine  obferva- 
tion  and  inquiry,  and  who  are  as 
little  propenfe  to  believe  the  mar¬ 
vellous  in  natural  hiftory,  as  any 
philofophers  elfewhere. 

I  do  not  fuppofe,  that  all  the 
fwallows  of  North  America  be¬ 
come  torpid.  It  is  my  prefent  opi¬ 
nion,  and  it  was  my  opinion  when 
I  publilhed  the  Fragments  in  1799, 
that  the  fwallows,  in  general ,  are 
migratory  birds ■*.  But  fubfequent 
and  very  extenfive  enquiries  have 
convinced  me,  that  the  inftances  of 
torpid  fwallows  are  much  more 
frequent  than  I  formerly  fuppofed 
they  were;  and  that  there  are  two 
fpecies  of  the  genus  Hirundo,  which 
are  particularly  difpofed  to  pafs  the 
brumal  feafon  in  the  cavities  of 
rocks,  in  the  hollows  of  trees,  and 
in  other  fimilar  (ituations,  where 
they  have  often  been  found  in  a 
foporofe  ftate.  Thefe  fpecies  are 
the  hirundo  riparia ,  or  fand-fwal- 
low,  commonly  called  in  the  United 
States,  bank-fwallow,  and  bank- 
martin  ;  and  the  hirundo  pelafgia , 
or  aculeated  fwallow,  which  we  call 
chimney-bird  and  chimney  - fwal lo w. 
There  is  no  fatt  in  ornithology  better 
eflablijhed ,  than  the  fafit  of  the  occa - 
Jional  torpidity  of  thefe  two  fpecies  of 
Hirundo . 

I  fay  nothing  of  the  torpidity 
of  fwallows  “  under  water/ *  But 
I  do  not  wholly  deny  thisfodi.  And. 
I  take  much  pleafure  in  referring 
Dr.  Reeve  to  a  (hort  paper,  in  the 


*  See  Fragments,  &c.  Appendix  I.  page  16,  See  alfo  Introduction  to  this  work 
page  XI,  and  XIII,  XXIV,  XXV,  VI. 
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Tranfattlons  of  the  American  Phi- 
lofophical  Society ,  vol.  vi.  part  I. 
relativp  to  the  difcovery  of  a  tor¬ 
pid  fwallow  under  a  quantity  of 
mud  and  leaves.  The  author  of 
that  paper  was  a  moft  worthy  and 
refpedtable  man ;  and  a  man  fo 
religioufly  attached  to  truth,  that 
I  believe  him  to  have  been  inca¬ 
pable  of  uttering  a  falfehood.  He 
was,  moreover,  a  man  of  nice 
'  obfervation,  and  of  a  philofophical 
turn  of  mind. 

1  do  not  with  to  urge  this  part 
of  the  fwallow’shiftory.  any  further. 
I  have  nothing  to  fay  in  fupport 
of  the  (i  fwallow  fong.’*  But 
when,  in  page  44,  Dr.  Reeve  af- 
ferts,  that  no  fwallows  “  were  ever 
found  in  England,  Wales,  Ireland, 
Scotland,  or  Switzerland,  although 
fifhermen  are  conftantly  employed  on 
thefe  their  fuppofed  hiding  places/ ' 
does  he  mean  to  fay,  that  it  has 
never  been  aflerted  by  any  of  his 
countrymen,  that  fwallows  have 
been  found  torpid  under  water  in 
England  P  Swallows  are  faid  to 
Lave  been  found  torpid  in  the  river 
Thames ;  and  the  fadt  feems  to 
have  been  credited  by  fome  illuf. 
trious  Englifhmen  in  the  17th  cen¬ 
tury  ;  and  among  others,  if  I  do 


not  miftake,  by  the  immortal  Wil¬ 
liam  Harvey  *. 

But  I  will  take  my  leave  of  the 
fwallows.  Since  I  publifhed  my 
Fragments ,  I  have  obtained  much 
information  relative  to  the  torpi¬ 
dity  of  the  humming-bird.  I  have 
hinted  at  this  fubjeft,  and  have, 
indeed,  moft  pointedly  admitted 
the  fa H,  in  my  letter  to  M. 
Lacepkde,  publiftied  in  your  Philo¬ 
fophical  Magazine,  I  am  now 
fully  perfuaded,  that  inftances  of 
the  torpidity  of  the  trochilus  are  by 
no  means  uncommon  in  the  United 
States ;  and  I  regret  my  having 
treated  with  fo  little  refpedl,  the 
opinion  of  the  Connecticut  gentle¬ 
man  already  alluded  to.  It  is 
certain,  at  leaft,  that  the  trochilus , 
like  the  generality  of  the  fwallows, 
is  very  impatient  of  cold  ;  and  that 
it  fometimes,  even  in  our  houfes, 
very  fuddenly  pafles  into  a  profound 
Humber,  from  which,  however,  it 
awakes,  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of 
its  life.  I  fay  that  is  certain. 
And  this,  fo  far  as  his  fentiments 
may  be  collected  from  his  effay,  is 
more  than  Dr.  Reeve  is  willing  to 
admit  of  any  fpecies  in  this  great 
clafs  of  birds. 

The  fa£t  of  the  torpidity  of  the 


*  [11  Dr.  Birch’s  Htjlory  of  the  Royal  Society ,  vol.  IV.  there  are  fome  curious  notes 
about  fwallows.  The  following  may  not  be  deemed  wholly  unworthy  of  Dr.  Reeve’s 
attention.  £‘  Sir  John  Hofkins  propofed,  that  it  might  be  duly  examined,  what  be¬ 
comes  of  the  fwallows,  and  in  what  flate  they  are  during  the  winter.  In  anfwer  to 
which  Mr.  Henthaw  affirmed,  that  the  chancellor  of  Denmark  .told  him  as  an  un¬ 
doubted  truth,  that  in  Iceland,  there  had  been  taken  out  of  the  ice  fwallows,  which 
being  afterwards  brought  into  a  warm  Itove  recovered  and  hew  about  the  room.”  Mr. 
Henih  aw  obferved,  that  “  he  had  an  account  like  the  former  concerning  fwallows  on 
the  river  Thames;  and  that  towards  the  end  of  the  year  they  affemble  in  great  num¬ 
bers  on  the  little  itlands  of  the  river,  and  then  fubmerge  themfelves  in  the  water.” 
— “  Upon  reading  the  minutes  of  the  laft  meeting,  Mr.  Henthaw  remarked  that  Dr. 
Harvey  had  confidered  the  ftate  of  fwallows  in  the  winter,  and  had  differed  fome  of 
them,  which  had  been  found  under  water,  and  could  not  obferve  that  there  was  either 
warmth  or  motion  in  them.”— “  Mr.  Chetwynde  of  Ingftree,  being  prefent  (at  a  meeting 
of  the  Royal  Society)  obferved  that  during  the  time  that  the  fwallows  are  laid  up  for 
the  winter,  they  moult,  and  return  in  the  fpring  with  all  new  feathers.  Vol.  IV.  pages 
533,  534,  537. 

trochilus 
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erocbilm  was  not  unknown  above  two 
centuries  ago.  This  is  related  by 
the  Spanifti  hiftorians  Herrera,  Xi- 
menes,  and  feveral  others,  though 
it  nauft  be  confefled  that  thefe 
writers  have  mixed  with  the  truth, 
fome  fable .  I  have  lately  conver- 
fed  with  an  intelligent  gentleman, 
who  was  born,  and  has  long  refided 
in  the  kingdom  of  Mexico.  He 
allures  me,  that  the  fadl  of  the 
torpidity  of  the  trochilus  is  known 
to  every  one  in  that  country,  and 
in  the  adjacent  provinces.  He 
added,  that  he  had  himfelf  feen  one 
of  thefe  little  birds  in  its  brumal 
lleep  in  a  tree.  I  (hall  difcufs  this 
fubjeft  at  length,  and  (hall  illuf. 
trate  it  by  a&ual  experiments  in 
my  work  on  the  torpid  (late  of 
animals,  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded.  In  the  mean  while  I 
flatter  myfelf,  that  the  following 
lines,  a  part  of  which  immediately 
relates  to  the fommes  of  the  trochilus , 
will  not  be  wholly  unacceptable  to 
fome  of  your  readers.  The  author 
is  Raphael  Landivar,  a  native  of 
Guatimala  ;  and  his  poem,  enti¬ 
tled  Rufticatio  Mexicana  in  fifteen 
books,  befides  an  appendix,  in 
verfe  alfo,  defer ves  to  be  much  bet¬ 
ter  known  than  it  appears  to  be. 
It  is,  indeed,  well  worthy  of  an 
Englifli  tranflationj  and  I  fin- 
cerely  wi(h  that  the  elegant  Mr. 
Sotheby,  whofe  tranflation  of  the 
Georgies  of  Virgil  has  fo  defer- 
vedly  procured  him  a  high  reputa¬ 
tion,  could  be  induced  to  under¬ 
take  the  talk.  My  copy  of  Lan- 
divar’s  work,  which  I  believe  is  a 
very  rare  one,  would  be  at  his 
fervice.  The  public  pulfe  might 
be  tried,  by  the  publication  of 
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a  verfion  of  one  or  two  of  the 
books. 

In  his  13th  book  the  author 
treats  of  Birds.  And  here  it  is 
that  he  fpeaks  of  the  humming® 
bird,  its  manners,  its  fhape,  &c. 

“  Nil  tamen  exiguo  novit  prseftantius  orbis 
Colibrio  dulus  fpoliato  murmure  vocis  * 
Sed  claro  tenues  penna  radiante  per  artus. 
Exiguum  corpus,  forfan  non  pollice 
raajus, 

(Quod  roftro  natura  parens  munivit  acuto 
Atque  artus  ferme  totos  aequante  volucris.) 
Indicit  aurato  viridantes  luraine  plumas, 
Et  varios  naifeet  tra6los  a  foie  colores. 

Hie  volat  rapidum  Zephyrum  fuperante 
volatu, 

Etraucuni  penna  tollit  ftridente  fufurrura. 
Rofcido  ft  verofragranti  educere  flore 
Mellavelit  roftro,  viresquereducere  mera- 
bris, 

(Quippe  alia  quacunque  negat  fe  pafeere 
menfa) 

Sistitur  in  medio  concufiis  aere  pennis, 
Ne&areum  donee  tereti  trahat  ore  liquo- 
rem. 

Aft  adeo  prompte  fubtiles  concutit  alas, 
Ut  vigiles  fugiant  oculos,  ludantque  ci- 
tatae  j 

Sufpenfamque  putes  volucrem  fuper 
mtherea  filo, 

Sin  autem  fylvis  borealis  bruma  propin- 
quet, 

Plufque  vagus  folito  frigefcat  Jupiter 
imbre, 

Frigida  prascipiti  linquit  Colibrius  arva 
Noftrafugajinquitque  levi  viridaria  pennlt 
Et  longum  montis  nigris  abfeonditus  um- 
bris 

Indulget  placido,  ceu  Progne  arguto,  fo- 
pori. 

Rum  luces  Aries  ftellatus  no£tibis  sequet, 
Verque  novum  pratis  antiquum  reddat 
honorem. 

liujlicalio  Mexicana,  lib.  xiii.  v.  217.  242. 

Ail  this,  Dr.  Reeve  will  per¬ 
haps  fay,  may  do  very  well  in 
poetry  :  but  fomething  more  pofi- 
tive  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  “  placi- 
dus  fopor”  of  the  colibri  is  re¬ 
quired.  Some  fafts,  and  therefore 
fomething  more  pofitive  I  have 


*  ,f  Avicula  haec  Colibri  in  America  Meridional-!,  in  Septentvionalis  vero  Chupa - 
mirto  dicitur.”  Note  by  Landivar. 

Vql.  LII.  or  Vol,  X.  New  Series.  [Z  z]  already 
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already  mentioned  :  and  many  ad¬ 
ditional  facts,  with  experiments, 
I  promife  to  give  in  another  place. 
At  prefent  I  will  only  add,  that 
Mr.  Landivar  mentions  the  torpi¬ 
dity  of  the  humming-bird,  not  as 
a  fable,  but  as  an  eftablifhed  truth. 
For  in  the  fhort  Monitum  prefixed 
to  his  interefting  work,  he  fays, 
(i  In  hoc  aatem  opufculo  nullus  erit 
fiCtioni  locus,  earn  fi  excipias,  quae 
ad  locum  Mexicanum  canentes  poe- 
tas  inducit.  Quae  vidi  reforo, 
quaeque  mihi  teftes  oculati,  caete- 
roquin  veraciflimi,  retulere.  Prae- 
terea  curs  mihi  fuit  oculatorum 
teftium  au&oritate  fubfcripta,  quae 
rariora  funt,  confirmere.’* 

1  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Benjamin  Smith  Barton. 
Philadelphia ,  No<v,  I.  1 8 09. 

*T  j  ii  u  i  1  rpiirviiii^rw...i  I  .  11  ft  m  ■  ■■.—  .pith. 

Some  particulars  ref  petting  the 

Thunder-form  at  London ,  and  in 
its  Vicinity ,  on  the  3  \Jl  of  Au - 
gujiy  1810.  By  Sir  H.  C.  En- 
gle field ,  Bart.  F.R.S .  and  F.S.A. 
From  the  Fhilcfophical  Maga¬ 
zine. 

Sir, 

As  the  ftroke  of  thunder,  which 
was  felt  in  London  at  about  half 
after  two  o^clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  3 1 It  of  Auguft  lafi,  was, 
perhaps,  the  moft  violent  and  aw¬ 
ful  ever  experienced  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  you  may  not  think  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  it,  from  an 
eye-witnefs,  and  who  was  very 
near  the  fpot  where  it  fell  and  did 
mifehief,  unworthy  of  infertion  in 
your  journal. 

I  was  with  three  friends  in  a 
coach  Handing  at  a  houfe  where 
we  had  fupped.  The  houfe-door 


was  ftill  open,  and  there  was  gf 
flrong  light  from  a  large  luftre  in' 
the  hall,  full  on  the  coach,  and 
two  very  bright  lamps  at  the  door 
of  the  houfe.  This  circumftance 
was  in  favour  of  our  feeing  the 
nature  of  the  light  diftin&ly  ;  for 
had  we  been  in  the  dark,  its  ex- 
cefiive  brightnefs  would  have  fo 
dazzled  our  eyes  as  to  prevent  all 
diftin<5f  vifion.  As  we  got  into 
the  coach  there  was  a  fmall  miz« 
zling  rain,  and  a  very  ftrong  flafh 
of  lightning  in  the  N.  E.  but  no 
thunder  that  we  could  hear.  The 
fervants  at  the  door  faid  there  had 
been  much  difiant  lightning  for  an 
hour  or  two. 

The  fky  over  head  appeared 
very  dark,  but  the  lights  pre¬ 
vented  accurate  obfervation  of  it. 
We  were  juft  feated  in  the  car¬ 
riage,  and  my  eyes  were  directed 
out  of  the  front  window  nearly 
towards  the  tree  which  was  ftruck, 
but  which,  however,  I  could  not 
fee.  Two  of  my  companions 
were  looking  out  of  the  window 
towards  the  houfe-door,  from 
which  we  were  diftant  five  or  fix: 
feet.  We  were  at  once  enveloped 
by  an  exceflive  bright  diffufed 
blue  light  of  more  than  inftanta- 
neous  duration,  which  appeared  to 
explode  into  fparks  moving  in 
zigzag  lines  in  all  directions. 
My  friends  faw  them  between  the 
carriage  and  the  door,  and  their 
motion  was  fo  ftrong  as  to  make 
the  pillars  of  the  porch  appear  to 
vibrate.  The  whole  had  very 
much  the  efFeCt  of  what,  in  arti¬ 
ficial  fire-works,  is  called  a  bal¬ 
loon,  which,  as  it  burfts,  throws 
out  from  its  luminous  centre, 
fquibs  in  all  directions.  Simulta¬ 
neous  with  thefe  zigzag  fparks, 
an  aftonilhingly  loud,  heavy, 

and 
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and  fingle  explofion  took  place, 
fimilar  in  found  to  the  difcharge 
of  an  enormous  cannon  directly  at 
us ;  but  incomparably  more  vio¬ 
lent* 

The  explofion  feemed  more  on 
the  ground,  and  was  accompanied 
by  a  fenfation  of  a  dull  concuflion, 
as  if  a  vaft  weight  had  fallen  from 
a  great  height  on  the  foft  earth 
clofe  by  us.  The  found  rofe  in  the 
air,  rolling  and  echoing  for  a 
long  time  much  like  common 
thunder. 

Aftonifliment  and  terror  kept 
us  filent  fora  little  while  :  we  then 
agreed  to  quit  the  coach  and  rake 
ftielter  in  the  houfe,  the  door  of 
which  remained  open.  A  few 
heavy  drops  of  rain  then  fell.  On 
re-entering  the  hall  we  found  the 
fervants  Handing  aghaft  at  the 
ftroke,  which  had  feemed  to  them  to 
threaten  to  crufh  the  whole  build¬ 
ing.  A  very  heavy  rain  now  came 
on,  which  lafted  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes.  We  were  all  in  fearful  ex  ¬ 
pedition  of  another  explofion,  but 
nothing  followed.  The  rain  ceafed, 
and  we  fet  out.  As  we  pafled  the 
gate  which  leads  to  the  palace  from 
Kenfington,  we  flopped,  and  afked 
the  fentinel  wiiat  he  had  feen  and 
felt.  He  told  us  that  he  could 
give  no  diflindl  account,  for  that 
he  was  dazzled  and  nearly  ftunned 
by  the  ftroke,  and  was  fcarcely 
himfelf  for  a  minute  or  two,  but 
that  it  feemed  to  him  that  a  vaft 
cannon  had  been  fired  at  him.  In 
our  way  to  town  we  faw  feveral 
fevere  flafhes  of  lightning  to  the 
N.  W.  with  very  diftant  thunder, 
and  by  the  time  we  arrived  in 
town  the  fky  was  nearly' clear,  and 
the  ftars  very  bright. 

The  fucceeding  day  was  bright; 


funfhine,  and  for  the  feafon  ex¬ 
tremely  hot ;  the  thermometer  be¬ 
ing  84  in  the  (hade,  and  free  from 
refledled  heat.  In  the  evening 
there  was  a  fevere  thunder-ftorm 
and  heavy  rain,  but  which  did  not 
cool  the  air,  for  both  Saturday 
and  Sunday  were  nearly  as  hot  as 
Friday,  and  the  nights  uncom¬ 
monly  hot,  though  very  bright 
ftar-light.  Having  been  informed 
that  mifchief  was  done  at  Kenfing- 
ton-palace,  by  the  tremendous  flafti 
I  had  witnefled,  I  went  to  view 
the  fpot.  A  large  elm  in  the  outer 
palace-yard,  near  the  guard- 
houfe,  and  about  1 20  yards  from 
the  fpot  where  our  carriage  flood, 
was  ft  ruck  in  a  manner  rather  un¬ 
common.  A  main  root  about  the 
fize  of  a  man’s  thigh,  was  bl  own 
out  of  the  ground  to  the  length  of 
twelve  feet  from  the  trunk  of  the 
tree,  and  was  broken  into  three 
pieces.  The  trunk  of  the  tree 
was  barked  at  intervals,  not  in  a 
continued  line,  and  this  injury 
quitted  the  main  ftem  at  the  lowefl 
large  branch,  and  followed  that 
branch  up  to  a  fork  where  fome 
decay  appeared  in  the  wood.  Be¬ 
yond  that  no  injury  appeared,  nor 
was  the  main  ftem,  or  any  other 
branch  higher  up  affe&ed.  The 
whole  appearance  of  the  tree,  as 
well  as  the  fenfation  I  felt  from 
the  explofion,  led  me  to  think  that 
the  ftiock  was  from  the  earth  to 
the  paffing  cloud. 

The  part  of  the  palace  dire&ly 
oppofite  to  the  tree  is  a  long  build¬ 
ing  with  large  arched  windows. 

In  thefe  48  panes  of  glafs  were 
broken  by  the  concuflion.  This 
building  is  about  50  yards  from 
the  tree. 

The  fentinel  at  the  Duke  of 

[Z  z  2]  Suftex's 
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Su flex’s  door  was  knocked  down 
by  the  (hock,  and  remained,  as  he 
faid,  fenfelefs  for  fome  minutes. 

Another  carriage  had  juft  quit¬ 
ted  the  door  where  we  were,  and 
which  was  ftill  nearer  the  tree 
than  we  were.  The  horfes  flopped 
fhort,  and  remained  motionlefs. 
The  gentleman  in  the  carriage, 
when  he  recovered  from  his  fur- 
prife,  fpoke  to  his  coachman,  who, 
as  well  as  the  footman,  declared 
themfelves  ftunned  and  blinded. 
After  a  paufe  of  a  few  minutes, 
they,  however,  recovered,  and 
felt  no  other  ill  effects. 

I  have  been  feveral  times  as  near 
mifchief  in  ftorms  as  I  now  was ; 
but  I  am  certain  that  I  never  faw 
or  heard  any  lightning  or  thunder 
which  could  be  at  all  compared  in 
tremendous  feverity  to  this  :  in, 
deed  it  was  of  a  different  kind 
from  any  other,  as  the  found  was 
not  fharp  and  cracking  as  thunder 
very  near  ufually  is,  but  deep  and 
heavy.  Two  of  the  gentlemen 
who  were  with  me  have  been  often 
in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe 
and  the  Mediterranean,  where 
ftorms  are  much  more  fevere  than 
is  ufual  in  England  ;  but  they 
agreed  with  me,  that  they  never 
had  witnefled  any  thing  at  all  like 
this..  Its  effect  in  London,  though 
the  neareft  part  of  the  town  is  full 
two  miles  from  the  explofion,  was 
very  Angular.  Almoft  every  body 
was  waked  by  it,  and  waked  with 
the  idea  of  a  cannon  fired  clofc  to 
them. 

The  watchmen  in  the  ftreets, 
and  the  toll. man  at  Hy  de-park 
corner,  defcribed  the  air  as  com¬ 
pletely  on  fire,  and  the  tremendous 
found  as  being  quite  clofe  to  them. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  the  dif- 


charge,  whether  to  or  from  the 
cloud,  took  place  at  feveral  points 
at  once.  If  the  account  in  the 
papers  of  a  fentinel  being  ftruck 
down  near  the  Horfe. guards,  was 
true,  this  muft  have  been  the  cafe, 
and  will  account  for  the  explofion 
having  been  fo  violent  in  London, 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  C.  Englefielu. 
T ilney  - fireety  Nov .  7 ,  1 8  1  o . 


Dejcription  of  the  Quetta  and  the 
Howling  Baboon.  From  a  Nar¬ 
rative  of  a  Voyage  to  Surinam. 
By  Baron  Von  Sack. 

Among  the  fapajous,  the  quetta 
is  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  :  it 
grows  to  the  height  of  about  three 
feet  and  a  half  when  ftanding  up¬ 
right,  and  is  covered  with  black 
hair,  but  the  face,  which  is  bare, 
is  of  a  dark  flefti  colour ;  the  ani¬ 
mal  has  but  four  fingers  on  his 
fore  paws,  and  inftead  of  the 
thumb,  a  very  fmall  fieftiy  pro¬ 
jection  ;  but  the  want  of  the 
thumb  is  fully  compenfated  for  by 
its  prehenfile  tail,  which  is  as 
flexible  as  the  trunk  of  an  elephant, 
and  ferves  the  animal  as  a  fifth 
hand,  with  which  it  can  take  up 
the  fmalleft  object.  The  quetta, 
when  young,  is  of  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  fhape  ;  its  limbs  are  very 
long  and  extremely  flender,  whilft 
the  belly  is  as  big  as  if  it  was 
fwelled  ;  but  when  the  animal  be¬ 
gins  to  grow  more,  it  becomes 
covered  with  long  black  hair,  of 
a  filky  caft,  and  the  quetta  appears 
then  altogether  of  a  more  propor¬ 
tionate  fhape. 

The  quetta  is  of  a  very  docile 

difpofition. 
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difpofition,  and  capable  of  being 
quite  domefticated.  I  have  feen 
a  pair  of  them  at  a  gentleman's 
houfe  at  Paramaribo,  which  were 
left  quite  at  liberty ;  when  the 
female  negroes  were  employed  at 
their  needle-work,  they  ufed  to 
come  and  fit  amongft  them,  and 
play  with  a  piece  of  paper,  and 
afterwards  went  out  to  gambol 
upon  the  trees,  but  never  went 
over  to  the  neighbouring  gardens  ; 
and  they  knew  well  the  ufual  hour 
of  dinner  at  their  mailer's,  when 
they  would  come  to  the  gallery, 
and  look  in  at  the  windows, 
though  without  attempting  to  en¬ 
ter  into  the  room,  being  aware 
that  this  was  a  liberty  not  allowed 
them  ;  they  therefore  patiently 
waited  for  their  dinner  on  the  out- 
fide.  A  gentleman,  who  is  fond 
of  fhooting,  told  me,  he  was  once 
in  the  woods,  and  when  about  to 
return  home  he  met  with  fome 
quettas,  and  thought  to  fire  at 
one ;  but  the  moment  he  levelled 
his  muiket  the  creature  eredled  it- 
felf,  and  called  out  ho !  ho !  in  a 
manner  fo  much  in  imitation  of 
the  human  fpecies,  that  it  imme¬ 
diately  difarmed  him. 

Of  the  howling  baboon,  or 
rattler,  I  have  heard  many  times, 
but  could  not  get  a  fight  of  them, 
I  therefore  promifed  a  reward  to 
a  Mulatto  hunter  to  procure  me 
one;  but  he  told  me,  to  get  them 
alive  was  very  difficult,  and  even 
to  [hoot  them,  as  this  creature  is 
fo  very  cunning,  that  on  perceiv¬ 
ing  a  purfuer,  it  retreats  behind 
the  trees ;  and,  with  a  ferious 
countenance,  the  Mulatto  conti¬ 
nued  to  fay,  ei  when  the  baboon 
is  fitting  and  preaching  before  the 
others,  I  would  not  [hoot  him." 
Even  when  one  of  them  is  mor- 
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tally  wounded  he  twills  his  tail 
round  the  branch  of  the  tree,  and 
thereby  prevents  his  falling  down. 
Sometimes  three  or  four  pair  go 
together,  one  of  them  makes  a 
howling  rattling  noife,  whilft  the 
others  feem  toliften  to  it,  and  then 
afterwards  they  join  in  chorus : 
this  the  natives  call  preaching. 
At  laft  a  dead  one  was  fent  to  me, 
which  was  about  two  feet  and  a 
half  high,  when  eredted  upon  its 
hind  legs ;  its  face  was  bare,  and 
covered  with  a  black  [kin,  and 
had  no  beard ;  the  infide  of  the 
hand  bare,  and  of  a  black  colour  ; 
its  prehenfile  tail  was  of  a  confi- 
derable  length ;  and  the  whole 
animal  of  a  bright  ferruginous  co¬ 
lour.  The  cartilaginous  organ, 
for  making  the  rattling  noife,  was 
near  five  inches  in  circumference, 
and  in  the  form  of  the  cup  of  a 
wine  glafs,  of  which  the  upper 
part  was  turned  to  the  windpipe, 
and  furrounded  with  many  mem¬ 
branes,  which  the  animal  has  the 
power  of  doling  and  opening  at 
his  pleafure,  and  producing  by 
them  all  the  different  modulations 
of  his  rattling  noife,  and  which 
is  heard  at  a  confiderable  diftance. 
This  noife  the  animal  begins  in 
general  in  the  morning  before  fun- 
rife,  and  in  the  evening  after  fun- 
fet ;  but  at  fpring-tides  they  are 
hea.d  almoft  all  night,  fo  as  to 
conftitute  for  many  people  a  kind 
of  almanac.  Dr.  Ditz  told  me, 
at  Surinam,  that  a  negro  brought 
him  from  the  woods  a  young  ba¬ 
boon  alive,  and  an  old  one  dead, 
without  having  had  a  gun  or  any 
arms  with  him,  and  that  the  negro 
related  the  circumflance  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner  :  in  paffing  through 
the  woods  he  frightened  a  female 
baboon  fo  much,  that  the  young 
[  Z  z  3]  one 
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one  dropt  down  from  her  back, 
which  he  immediately  fecured; 
the  old  one  returned  in  a  moment, 
and  {hewed  the  greateft  anxiety  to 
get  it  again  ;  the  negro  prefented 
the  little  one  to  her  with  one  hand, 
whilft  he  hid  behind  him  in  the 
other  a  ftrong  flick,  and  when  the 
female,  at  laft,  came  down  from 
the  tree  to  take  the  young  one, 
he  gave  her  fuch  a  blow  with  the 
flick  that  fhe  foon  died.  I  faw 
the  fkin  of  the  old  one,  and  the 
young  one  alive,  it  was  of  the 
fize  of  a  full  grown  fquirrel,  and 
of  a  chefnut  colour  ;  but  it  died 
a  few  days  after  it  was  taken  ;  and 
it  is  faid,  that  this  fpecies  of  fa- 
pajou  never  lives  long  in  confine¬ 
ment. 


Account  of  a  Mule  Bird,  From 
the  fame . 

Having  read  in  travels  to  North 
America,  publiflied  many  years 
ago,  of  a  mule  bird,  which  had 
been  produced  by  a  game-cock 
and  a  duck  in  Philadelphia,  at  the 
houfe  of  Dr.  Glentworth,  but 


which  gave  no  further  defcription 
of  it,  and  hearing  there  was  ftill 
a  Dr,  Glentworth  here,  I  could 
not  reftrain  myfelf  from  enquiring 
about  this  phenomenon  in  natural 
hiftory ;  and  accordingly  went 
with  Mr.  Semple,  to  whom  I  had 
a  letter  of  introduction,  to  call 
on  Dr.  Glentworth,  to  whom  I 
made  an  apology  for  my  curiofity. 
He  received  us  very  politely,  and 
told  us  that  this  curious  bird  had 
really  been  in  the  pofifeflion  of  his 
father,  and  he  recollected  it  very 
well ;  that  it  was  fliaped  in  the 
upper  part  exaCtly  like  a  cock  ; 
but  that  the  lower  parts,  particu¬ 
larly  the  feet,  were  like  thofe  of 
a  duck,  being  web-footed  :  the 
whole  figure  of  this  bird  was  re¬ 
markably  ereCt.  The  doCtor  faid 
the  bird  was  fent  by  his  father  to 
Mr.  Hunter,  in  London,  who,  in 
anfwer  to  his  father,  acknow- 
ledged  the  receipt  of  the  letter, 
but  faid  it  was  not  accompanied 
with  the  bird,  and  all  his  enqui¬ 
ries  to  get  information  of  it  were 
in  vain  :  therefore  it  was  fufpeCled 
to  have  been  loft  by  the  negli¬ 
gence  of  the  captain. 
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I. 


Lift  of  Patents  for  Nenv  Inventions, 

if  c.  granted  in  the  Year  I  Bio. 

ILL!  AM  Cotton,  of  Lime- 
houfe,  in  the  count)'  of 
Middlefex,  manufacturer  ;  for  a 
method  of  regulating  the  texture  of 
all  kinds  of  cloth  in  the  procefs  of 
weaving.  Dated  January  15. 

William  Murdoch,  of  Soho 
Foundery,  in  the  county  of  Staf¬ 
ford,  engineer ;  for  a  method  or 
procefs  for  boring  and  forming 
pipes,  cylinders,  columns,  and  cir¬ 
cular  difks,  out  of  folid  blocks 
and  Hates  of  ftone  of  any  kind  or 
defcription.  Dated  January  1  5. 

Thomas  Bayley,  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
brafs-founder ;  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  in  hiding  pullies  for  window 
blinds,  and  for  other  purpofes. 
Dated  January  15. 

Peter  Cox,  of  Fairford,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter,  civil  engi¬ 
neer  ;  for  certain  improvements  on 
the  threfhing  machine.  Dated 
January  23. 

Jofeph  Manton,  of  Davies- 
ftreet,  Berkely-fquare,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  gun-maker  j 
for  an  improvement  in  telefcopes. 
Dated  January  23. 

David  Cock,  of  Dean-ftreet, 
Soho,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
flereotype  manufacturer  ;  for  vef- 
fels  of  a  new  confiruftion  for 


melting  metals  and  heating  fluids* 
Dated  February  1. 

Auguftus  Frederick  de  Heine, 
of  Moor-lane,  Fore-ftreet,  in  the 
city  of  London,  gentleman  ;  for 
certain  improvements  on  printing 
and  ftamping  prefles.  Dated  Fe¬ 
bruary  1, 

John  Craigie,  of  Quebec,  in 
the  province  of  Lower  Canada, 
efquire,  now  refiding  in  Craven- 
ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex  ; 
for  certain  inventions  of  his  own  : 
and  a  method  of  making  an  im¬ 
proved  kitchen  fire-place,  commu¬ 
nicated  to  him  when  refiding 
abroad.  Dated  February  1. 

Stedman  Adams,  of  the  city 
of  Hertford,  in  the  State  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  in  North  America,  efq. 
at  prefent  refiding  in  Carey-ftreet, 
Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex ;  for  certain  im¬ 
provements  in  diftillation.  Dated 
February  1. 

William  Muller,  of  the  Hay- 
market,  in  the  county  of  Middle¬ 
fex,  for  certain  improvements  in 
the  conftruTion  of  pumps.  Dated 
February  12. 

John  Slater,  of  Birmingham,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick,  coach- 
fpring-maker ;  for  his  improve¬ 
ment  in  hanging  and  fecuring 
grindftones  from  breaking  in  the 
middle  or  centre.  Dated  Feb.  12. 

William  Doughty,  of  Binning- 

[Z  z  4]  ham. 
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ham,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
engineer ;  for  his  improvement  in 
the  combination  of  wheels  for 
gaining  mechanical  power.  Dated 
February  12. 

George  Wyke,  of  the  city  of 
Bath,  efq.  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  conftru&ion  of  wheel- 
carriages  of  various  defcriptions. 
Dated  February  1 2. 

Peter  Warburton,  of  Corbridge, 
in  the  county  of  Stafford,  china- 
manufadlurer  ;  for  a  new  method  of 
decorating  china,  porcelain,  ear¬ 
then-ware,  and  glafs,  with  native, 
pure,  or  adulterated  gold,  filver, 
platina,  or  other  metals,  or  fluxed 
or  lowered  with  lead  or  any  other 
fubftances ;  which  invention  leaves 
the  metals,  after  being  burned,  in 
their  metallic  ftate.  Dated  Fe¬ 
bruary  13. 

Richard  Witty,  of  the  town  of 
Kingfton-upon-HuH,  gent,  forcer- 
tain  improvements  in  making,  ar¬ 
ranging,  and  combining  certain 
parts  of  rotative  fleam-engines,  by 
which  means  the  moft  complex 
parts  of  the  fleam-engines  now  in 
ufe  are  difpenfed  with  and  rendered 
unneceflary,  and  the  whole  of  the 
mechanifm  made  much  more  Ample, 
lefss  expenflve,  and  not  fo  liable 
to  be  out  of  repair  as  that  of  the 
fleam-engines  now  in  ufe,  and  ap¬ 
plicable  to  giving  motion  to  all 
forts  of  mill  work  or  machinery. 
Dated  February  14. 

^Eneas  Morrifon,  of  the  town 
of  Greenock,  in  Scotland  ;  for  a 
machine  for  conveying  perfons 
from  the  upper  parts  of  houfes  on 
Are,  and  for  lowering  goods  from 
warehoufes,  and  other  purpofes. 
Dated  February  22. 

Peter  Stuart,  late  of  Fleet-ftreet, 
in  the  city  of  London,  printer  ; 
for  a  method  of  engraving  and 


printing  maps  of  countries,  charts* 
or  other  plans  or  defigns,  mufic, 
mathematical  diagrams  or  figures, 
on  wood,  metal,  or  any  other  fub- 
fiance,  fo  that  they  may  be  thrown 
off  in  a  common  printing  prefs  or 
prefles,  either  for  books,  news¬ 
papers,  or  any  other  printed  paper 
whatever.  Dated  February  26. 

William  Bainbridge,  of  the 
parilh  of  St.  Andrew,  Holborn, 
in  the  city  of  London,  mufical 
inftrument  maker ;  for  certain  im¬ 
provements  on  the  Englilh  flute, 
or  flageolet.  Dated  February  26. 

Major  Pratt,  ofSpencer-ftreet,  St* 
George  in  the  Eaft,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  farmer;  for  certain 
methods  of  manufacturing  ma¬ 
chines  for  performing  various  agri¬ 
cultural  operations  by  mechanical 
powers.  Dated  February  26. 

Auguftus  de  Heine,  of  Burr- 
ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
gentleman  ;  for  certain  apparatus, 
by  the  application  of  known  prin¬ 
ciples,  to  preferve  animal  food, 
vegetable  food,  and  other  perifh- 
able  articles,  a  long  time  from 
perifhing  or  becoming  ufelefs. 
Dated  February  26. 

Charles  le  Caen,  of  the  town  of 
Llanelly,  in  the  county  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  gentleman  ;  for  certain 
apparatus  to  be  added  and  united 
to  the  axletrees  and  wheels,  or 
naves  of  wheels  of  carriages,  fo 
as  to  impede,  refill,  or  check, 
their  a&ion.  Dated  February  26. 

Jofeph  Stevenfon,  ofMortimer- 
ftreet,  Cavendilh-fquare,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  plumber ; 
for  a  machine  for  filtering  and  pu¬ 
rifying  water.  Dated  Feb.  27. 

John  Juftice,  of  Dundee,  North 
Britain,  ironmonger ;  for  an  im¬ 
provement  on  the  confiru&ion  of 
ftove-grates,  calculated  to  prevent 
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or  cure  fmoky  chimnies,  and  pof- 
feffing  other  advantages  over  the 
ftove-grates  in  common  ufe.  Dated 
March  6. 

Thomas  Scott,  of  Holborn,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  mufical- 
inftrument-maker;  for  an  improved 
German  flute,  clarionet,  and  oboe. 
Dated  March  12. 

Thomas  Robinfon,  of  Roberts 
Bridge,  in  the  parifli  of  Salehurft, 
in  the  county  of  Suflex,  brewer  ; 
for  a  mafliing  machine.  Dated 
March  12. 

John  Kent,  of  Southampton, 
architect  ;  for  a  new  and  expedi¬ 
tious  method  of  moving  all  kinds 
of  goods  or  materials  to  high 
buildings,  or  from  deep  places. 
Dated  March  12. 

Thomas  Grant,  of  Biddeford, 
in  the  county  of  Devon,  efq.  for 
a  method  of  making  paint  or  var- 
nifli  from  a  newly-difcovered  fof- 
fil,  which  will  be  of  great  public 
utility  in  painting  of  (hips,  and 
in  various  manufactures.  Dated 
March  22. 

Michael  Shannon,  of  Berwick- 
ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
architect ;  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  art  of  brewing,  which 
were  communicated  to  him  by  a 
learned  foreigner,  fince  deceafed. 
Dated  March  22. 

Johann  George  Deyerlein,  of 
Long  Acre,  in  the  county  of  Mid¬ 
dlefex,  tool-maker ;  for  certain 
inventions  by  himfelf,  and  com¬ 
munications  made  to  him  by  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Germany,  of  a  machine, 
new  principle  or  method  of  making 
bricks  and  tiles ;  by  means  whereof, 
and  of  clay,  loam,  or  flmilar  ma¬ 
terials  to  thofe  ufed  in  potteries, 
he  is  enabled  to  make  all  forts  of 
mouldings,  heads,  tubes,  gutters, 
channels,  or  cylinders,  to  convey 
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water,  fmoke,  or  any  fluid  or  foft 
fubftance.  Dated  March  22. 

John  Gregory,  of  Iflington,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  builder  ; 
for  a  new  method  of  tunning  or 
cleanfing  ales  and  beers  into  calks. 
Dated  March  22. 

Frederick  Koenig,  of  Camden- 
town,  Middlefex,  printer;  for  a 
method  of  printing  by  means  of 
machinery.  Dated  March  29. 

Jonathan  Ridgway,  of  Man- 
chefter,  in  the  county  of  Lane-af¬ 
ter,  plumber  and  glazier ;  for  a 
certain  improved  method  of  pre¬ 
paring  rollers  and  blocks  ufed  for 
calico  printing.  Dated  April  6. 

John  StanclifFe,  of  Caius  Col¬ 
lege,  Cambridge,  bachelor  of 
phyfic;  for  certain  improvements 
in  apparatus  for  combination  and 
condenfation  of  gafes  and  vapours, 
applicable  to  procefles  of  diftiila- 
tion.  Dated  April  6. 

John  Woodhoufe,  of  the  parifli 
of  Broomfgrove,  in  the  county  of 
Worcefter ;  for  feveral  improve¬ 
ments  relative  to  canals.  Dated 
April  6. 

William  Spears,  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  but  now  of  the  city  of 
Weftminfter,  efq.  for  a  new  im¬ 
proved  art,  method,  or  procefs,  of 
increafing  the  inflammability  and 
combuftibility,  and  of  improving 
the  light  of  oils  ufed  for  burning, 
particularly  applicable  to  the  oils 
refined  according  to  the  patent 
procefs,  which  will  alfo  improve 
oils  when  ufed  for  burning.  Dated 
April  6. 

James  Fuflfel,  of  Mells,  near 
Frome,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet, 
iron-manufacturer ;  for  an  improv¬ 
ed  method  of  making  and  working 
forge  or  other  bellows.  Dated 
April  6. 

Charles  Frederick  Davis,  of  the 

parifli 
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parilh  of  Itchcombe,  in  the  county 
of  Gloucefter,  clothier ;  for  an 
improvement  in  the  manufadure  of 
woollen-cloth.  Dated  April  6. 

William  Parr,  of  the  Portland 
Hotel,  Great  Portland-ftreet,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  efq. 
for  improved  gunpowder.  Dated 
April  ii* 

Luke  Hopkinfon,  of  Holborn, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  coach 
and  harnefs-maker ;  for  certain 
improvements  to  a  bridle-bit,  or 
bits  for  bridles,  ufed  in  driving 
or  riding-horfes,  or  other  animals. 
Dated  May  2. 

Daniel  Beaumont  Payne,  of  the 
city  of  Bath,  banker;  for  a  new 
plan  or  method  of  more  expedi- 
tioully  expreffing  and  afcertaining 
the  number,  dates,  and  fums,  in 
bank-bills,  notes,  and  other  fecu- 
rities  for  money,  and  preventing 
forgeries,  frauds,  and  Ioffes,  by 
defacing  and  altering  the  fame. 
Dated  May  2. 

William  Clerk,  efq.  advocate; 
for  a  method  of  preventing  fmoke, 
duff,  and  the  danger  of  fire,  and 
for  increafing  and  regulating  heat 
from  floves  and  chimney  fire¬ 
places,  for  heating  rooms,  halls, 
paffages,  and  ftaircafes,  in  public 
buildings  and  dwelling-houfes,  and 
all  other  apartments  where  regu¬ 
lated  heat  and  cleanlinefs  are  de- 
firable, without  obfti  uding  the  view 
of  the  burning  fuel.  Dated  May  2. 

Scbaltian  Erard,  of  Great  Marl- 
borough-ftreef,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  on  piano-fortes  and  harps. 
Dated  May  2. 

John  Maiben,  of  Perth,  in  the 
county  of  Perth,  faddler  ;  lor  cer¬ 
tain  apparatus  for  making  carbo¬ 
nated  hydrogen  gas  from  pit-coal, 
and  for  ufing  the  fame  lor  lighting 
mills,  ladorics,  houfes,  lliops, 

9 


lamps,  &c.  the  lighting  being  re¬ 
gulated  by  means  of  fyphons 
Dated  May  2. 

Jofeph  Halliday,  mailer  of  the 
band  belonging  to  the  Cavan  re¬ 
giment  of  militia,  now  quartered 
in  Kilkenny  ;  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  mufical  inftrument  cal¬ 
led  the  bugle-horn.  Dated  May  5’. 

William  Chapman,  of  the  town 
and  county  of  Newcaftle-upon- 
Tyne,  civil-engineer  ;  for  his  im¬ 
proved  wheel  or  wheels  to  be 
moved  by  water,  fleam,  or  any 
other  fuitable  fluids  or  gafes,  and 
to  be  applicable  to  mechanic  or 
other  purpofes  where  a  moving 
force  is  required.  Dated  May  9. 

John  Bofworth,  of  Birmingham, 
in  the  county  of  Warwick,  coal- 
dealer;  for  his  improvements  in 
carriages  to  facilitate  the  unload¬ 
ing  of  coals  and  other  heavy 
things.  Dated  May  9. 

Sir  Ifaac  Collin,  bart.  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  fquadron  ;  for 
a  perpetual  oven  for  the  making  of 
all  kinds  of  bread.  Dated  May  1 5. 

James  Bell,  of  Fieldgate-ftreet, 
W7hitechapel,  fugar-refiner ;  for 
certain  improvements  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  relining  fugar,  and  of  form¬ 
ing  fugar-loaves  of  a  particular 
defeription.  Dated  May  17. 

Charles  Stewart,  of  the  parilh 
of  Sr.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  Ca¬ 
binet-maker  ;  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  conflrudion  ol  dining 
and  other  tables.  Dated  May  22. 

John  Onions,  of  Brofeley,  in 
the  county  of  Salop,  iron  mailer  ; 
for  a  machine  for  threfhing  corn 
and  other  grain,  on  a  new  con- 
ftrudion.  Dated  May  22. 

William  Dockfey,  oft  be  city  and 
county  of  BriftoJ,  millwright ;  for 
confiderable  improvements  in  the 
proccfs  of  manuladuring  an  article 
•ommonly  called  ivory- black,  and 

for 
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for  pulverizing,  grinding,  or  reduc¬ 
ing  to  a  fubtle  and  fine  powder,  all 
articles  capable  of  a  more  eafy  repa¬ 
ration  of  their  parts  or  conftituent 
principles,  by  torrefaCtion,  heat¬ 
ing,  or  calcination,  in  open  or 
clofe  kilns,  ovens,  or  furnaces, 
efpecially  potter’s  clays,  flints, 
colouring  and  glazing  materials* 
Dated  May  22. 

Jofeph  Anthony  Berrollas,  of 
Cowper’s-row,  Clerkenwell,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  watch-  , 
maker;  for  an  improved  warning- 
watch  on  a  new  conftruCfion. 
Dated  May  26. 

George  Hickford,  of  Chadacre- 
hall-farm,  in  the  parifh  of  Strump- 
ling,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  far¬ 
mer  ;  for  an  improvement  upon  the 
plough  heretofore  ufed  for  drain¬ 
ing  land,  and  the  machine  for 
drawing  the  fame  through  the 
ground,  whereby  a  horfe  will  be 
able  to  perform  a  much  greater 
quantity  of  work  in  the  fame  time 
than  by  the  methods  now  in  ufe. 
Dated  June  8. 

John  Williams,  of  Cornhill,  in 
the  city  of  London,  ftationer,  for 
certain  apparatus,  or  additional 
parts,  to  be  applied  to,  and  ufed 
with,  wheel-carriages,  in  order  to 
render  the  fame  more  fafe  and 
commodious.  Dated  June  8. 

Mary  Townley,  of  Ramfgate, 
in  the  county  of  Kent,  the  wife 
of  James  Townley,  of  Ramfgate 
aforefaid,  efq.  for  a  method  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  prevention  or  cure 
of  fmokey  chimnies.  Dated  June  8. 

Arthur  Woolf,  of  Lambeth,  in 
the  county  of  Surrey,  engineer  ; 
for  certain  improvements  in  the 
conftruCtion  and  working  of  fleam- 
engines,  calculated  to  leffen  the 
confumption  of  fuel.  Dated  June  9. 

John  Warren  Revere,  of  Bofton, 
in  the  United  States  of  America, 


at  prefent  redding  at  the  London 
coffee-houfe,  Ludgate-hill,  in  the 
city  of  London,  merchant  ;  for  a 
method  of  fplitting  hides  and 
(having  leather.  Dated  June  19. 

Jofeph  CliflldDaniell,  of  Frome, 
in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  clo¬ 
thier  ;  for  certain  improvements 
on  machines  called  gigs  and  (hear¬ 
ing  frames  ufed  for  drelling  cloths, 
and  in  clothing  manufactures. 
Dated  June  19. 

Malcolm  Mac  Gregor,  of  Bell- 
yard,  Carey-ftreet,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  mufleal  inftrument- 
maker,  for  a  certain  flute,  or  mu¬ 
fleal  wind-inflrument,  with  im¬ 
proved  keys ;  which  keys  are  alfo 
applicable  to  flutes,  and  various 
other  wind-inftruments  now  in  ufe. 
Dared  June  1 9. 

George  Adams,  of  Woodlands, 
in  the  parifti  of  Lind  bridge,  in 
the  county  of  Worcefter,  farmer; 
for  an  improved  method  of  culti¬ 
vating  of  land,  and  of  feeding 
and  confuming  the  produce  thereof 
by  cattle  and  fheep,  and  of  pre- 
ferving  and  applying  the  manure 
of  and  made  by  fuch  cattle  and 
(heep,  by  means  of  certain  houfes 
made  and  built  for  the  protection 
of  cattle  and  fheep  from  weather, 
and  feeding  the  fame  thereon,  and 
moveable  by  means  of  wheels, 
Aides,  iron-rail-ways,  or  other- 
wife.  Dated  June  19. 

John  Lindfay,  (late  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  7 1  ft  regiment),  of 
Grove  Houle,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex  ;  for  a  boat,  and  va¬ 
rious  apparatus,  whereby  heavy 
burthens  can  be  conveyed  on  ihal- 
low  water,  on  rivers  wherein 
fhoals  and  other  difficulties  impede 
navigation,  whereby  the  lives  of 
men  will  be  faved  from  wrecks, 
and  other  fttuations  of  imminent 
danger,  at  fea  or  on  rivers,  where¬ 
by 
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by  the  apparatus  above  fpecified 
may  in  its  confequences  and  con- 
ftruCtions,  embrace  other  import¬ 
ant  refults  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Britifti  navy  and  commerce,  by 
enabling  the  bottoms  of  fhips  to 
be  examined  with  accuracy  and 
expedition,  without  the  necefiity 
of  moving  the  mails  or  cargo. 
Dated  June  19. 

William  Bell,  of  Hanworth, 
near  Birmingham,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick,  engineer  ;  for  a  machine 
for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  pafte- 
board  or  cards,  out  of  pafteboard 
or  paper  ;  and  for  cutting  various 
other  articles.  Dated  June  19. 

James  Froft,  of  Little  Sutton- 
ftreet,  Clerkenwell,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  brafs-founder,  and 
James  Froft,  the  younger,  of  the 
fame  place,  his  fon,  alfo  brafs- 
founder  ;  for  an  improvement  upon 
cocks,  or  an  improved  lock -cock. 
Dated  June  22. 

Henry  Lifton,  of  Ecclefinachen, 
in  the  county  of  Linlithgow,  clerk, 
and  Charles  Broughton,  of  the  city 
of  Edinburgh,  writer  to  the  fig- 
net  ;  for  certain  improvements  in 
the  conftruCtion  of  organs.  Dated 
July  3- 

Samuel  Hill,  of  Serle-ftreet,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  efq.  for 
a  method  of  joining  ftone  pipes  in 
a  more  effectual  manner  than  has 
been  before  difcovered.  Dated 
July  3- 

James  Hall,  of  Walthamftow, 
in  the  county  of  Eflex,  clerk  ;  for 
a  method  of  manufacturing  a  mate¬ 
rial  from  the  twigs  or  branches  of 
broom,  mallows,  rufties,  and  other 
ftirubs  or  plants  of  the  like  fpecies, 
to  be  ufed  inftead  of  flax  or  hemp, 
and  for  the  fame  purpofes  for  which 
flax  and  hemp  are  now  ufed.  Dat¬ 
ed  July  3. 


John  Kent,  of  the  town  ancf 
county  of  the  town  of  Southamp¬ 
ton,  architect ;  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  method  of  making 
artificial  ftones  for  various  purpofes. 
Dated  July  3. 

Robert  Howden,  of  Providence- 
row,  Finfbury.fquare,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  baker,  in¬ 
ventor  and  patentee  of  the  portable 
furnace  for  heating  ovens ;  for  im¬ 
proved  methods  of  extracting  foul 
air  out  of  (hips,  whereby  a  con- 
ftant  fucceflion  ©f  frefh  air  will  be 
introduced,  and  at  the  fame  time 
moderating  the  degree  of  heat  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  climate  ;  and  alfo 
of  extracting  the  foul  air  from 
mines,  and  pits  of  every  defcrip- 
tion,  and  of  regulating  the  degree 
of  heat,  and  of  giving  heat  and  a 
conftant  fucceflion  of  free  air  to 
houfes  in  general,  warehoufes, 
churches,  theatres,  hot-houfes,  hof- 
pitals,  work. houfes,  and  other 
buildings,  and  alfo  manufactories. 
Dated  July  3. 

William  Shakfpeare,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  in  the  county  of  War¬ 
wick,  glafs  furniture  manufacturer, 
and  Thomas  Oiler,  the  younger, 
of  the  fame  place,  glafs  chandelier 
furniture  manufacturers ;  for  a  me¬ 
thod,  or  methods,  of  manufactur¬ 
ing  glafs  or  pafte  drops  for  chan¬ 
deliers,  lamps,  and  luftres.  Dated 
July  5. 

Richard  Varley,  of  Cheadle 
Moiley,  in  the  county  of  Chefter, 
cotton  manufacturer ;  for  certain 
new  additions  to,  and  improvements 
upon,  the  machinery  now  in  ufe 
for  the  roving,  fpinning,  doubling, 
and  twilling  of  cotton,  filk,  flax, 
wool,  mohair,  and  other  materials 
ufed  for  the  manufacture  of  twift, 
thread,  or  other  kind  of  yarn. 
Dated  July  7. 
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George  Hall,  of  the  Strand,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  gold- 
fmith ;  for  certain  improvements 
in  the  art  of  working  and  making 
fpoons,  forks,  and  fuch  other  ar¬ 
ticles  of  gold,  filver,  and  other 
metals,  as  ufually  are,  or  may  be 
damped  or  flruck  by  means  of  feats 
and  punches,  or  dies  of  any  kind 
or  defcription,  and  likewife  in  the 
tools  or  infiruments  to  be  ufed  in 
carrying  the  faid  improvements 
into  effect  and  practice.  Dated 
Julyi8. 

Ralph  Wedgwood,  of  Oxford- 
flreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
gentleman,  for  a  new  character  for 
language,  numbers,  and  mufic,  and* 
the  methods  of  applying  the  fame. 
Dated  July  18. 

George  Stebbing  of  Portfmouth 
in  the  county  of  Hants,  optical 
and  mathematical  inftrument-ma 
ker  ;  for  certain  improvements  on 
the  aCtion  and  other  parts  of 
fea  and  land  compafifes.  Dated 
July  1 8. 

Benjamin  Ager  Day,  of  Handf- 
woth,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
brafs-founder ;  for  improvements 
in  the  confirmation  of  certain 
houfehold  utenfils,  or  articles  of 
houfehold  furniture,  called  a  toafl- 
ftand,  (for  the  purpofe  of  holding 
a  plate  before  the  fire),  a  hearth- 
brufh  or  duft-brufh,  and  toafling- 
fork,  and  occafionally  in  combi¬ 
ning  or  uniting  the  fame  brufli 
and  toafting-fork  in  one  utenfil  or 
article.  Dated  July  18. 

Jofeph  C.  Dyer  of  Bofton,  Hate 
of  Mafjfachufetts,  one  of  the  United 
States,  now  refiding  in  the  city  of 
Weflminfler,  merchant.  ;  for  certain 
machinery  for  cutting  and  heading 
of  nails  and  brads  of  all  kinds  and 
fizes,  from  ftrips  or  plates  made  of 


iron,  copper,  or  any  other  metal 
capable  of  being  rolled  into  plates. 
Communicated  to  him  by  a  perfon 
refiding  abroad.  Dated  July  26. 

Thomas  Wade,  of  Nelfon-place, 
Kent-road,  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
gentleman,  for  a  method  or  procefs 
of  imitating  lapis  lazuli,  porphyry, 
jafper,  the  various  forts  or  kinds 
of  kinds  of  marble,  and  all  other 
Hones  ufually  wrought,  carved  and 
fculptured,  or  polifhed  j  alfo  inlaid 
or  mofaic  work  to  be  ufed  for  or 
in  the  formation  or  manufacture  of 
chimney-pieces,  ilabs,  funeral  mo¬ 
numents,  and  for  every  other  pur¬ 
pofe  to  which  fuch  Hones  and 
marbles  are  or  may  be  applied. 
Dated  July  26. 

Edgar  Dobbs  of  the  borough  of 
Southwark,  gentleman  ;  for  a  va¬ 
riety  of  compofition  for  making  a 
water  proof  cement,  mortar  and 
Hucco,  the  fame  being  alfo  appli¬ 
cable  as  durable  colouring-wafhes 
for  buildings.  Dated  AuguH  2. 

Charles  Williams,  of  Gravel- 
lane,  Southwark,  millwright ;  for 
a  machine  for  grinding  or  cutting 
malt,  fplitting  beans,  and  any 
kind  of  grain,  and  various  other 
articles.  Dated  Auguft  2. 

Marc  Ifambard  Brunei,  of  Chel- 
fea,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
gentleman  ;  for  certain  machinery 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  or  ma¬ 
nufacturing  fhoes  and  boots.  Dated 
AuguH  2. 

Thomas  Collins  of  the  parilh  of 
St.  Swithin,  in  the  city  of  London, 
warehoufeman  ;  for  a  mode  of  ma¬ 
king  ladders,  which  being  formed 
of  different  pieces,  and  capable  of 
being  immediately  put  together 
by  focket-joints,  will  be  found 
extremely  ufeful  for  the  purpofes 
of  efcalade,  engineering,  efcapes 
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from  fire,  ere&ing  of  buildings, 
and  for  all  purpofes  for  which  lad¬ 
ders  of  any  defcription  are  nccef- 
fary.  Dated  Auguft  io. 

William  Whitmore,  of  Dudinaf- 
ton,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  efq. 
for  a  magnetic  toy,  to  facilitate 
the  teaching  of  children  to  fpell, 
read,  and  cypher,  in  any  tongue, 
with  eafe  to  the  teacher,  pJeafure 
to  the  children,  and  proportional 
expedition.  Dated  Auguft  14. 

Peter  Durand,  of  Hoxton-fquare, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  mer¬ 
chant  ;  for  a  method  for  prefer ving 
animal  food,  vegetable  food,  and 
other  perifhable  articles  a  long  time 
from  perilhing,  or  becoming  ufe- 
lefs.  Communicated  to  him  by  a 
perfon  redding  abroad.  Dated 
Auguft  25. 

James  Walker,  ofWapping,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  (hip- 
chandler  ;  for  an  improved  machine 
or  veflel  for  the  fafe  conveyance  of 
gun. powder,  and  for  its  prefervation 
from  injury  by  damp.  Dated 
September  7. 

James  Weldon,  of  the  county 
and  city  of  Lichfield,  engineer, 
for  certain  farther  new  improve¬ 
ments  on  a  mill  for  grinding  bark, 
and  other  articles.  Dated  Sep¬ 
tember  7. 

Jofeph  C.  Dyer,  of  Bofton,  State 
of  Maffachufetts,  one  of  the  United 
States,  now  redding  in  the  city  of 
Weftminfter,  merchant ;  for  a  ma¬ 
chine  for  cutting  or  removing  all 
the  various  kinds  of  furs  which 
are  ufed  in  hat-making,  from  the 
Ikins  or  pelts,  into  ft  rips  or  fmall 
pieces.  Communicated  to  him  by 
a  perfon  redding  abrcad.  Dated 
September  7. 

David  Mathews,  of  Rotherhithe, 
in  the  county  of  Surry,  engineer  ; 


for  an  improved  method  of  con- 
ftru&ing  and  building  locks  with 
an  inverted  gothic  conic  arch  ;  alfo 
an  improved  form  of  the  gates,  and 
an  improved  method  of  opening  and 
(hutting  the  fame.  Dated  Sep¬ 
tember  7. 

Jofeph  Johnfon,  of  the  county 
of  Surry,  gentleman ;  for  a  new 
mode  of  communicating  intelli¬ 
gence  from  one  apartment  of  a  houfe 
to  another,  by  means  of  machinery 
or  apparatus,  denominated  a  domef- 
tic  telegraph.  Dated  Sept.  17. 

Jonathan  Varty,  of  Liverpool, 
in  the  county  of  Lancafter,  coach- 
maker  ;  for  certain  improvements 
in  the  axle-trees  of  carriages. 
Dated  September  17. 

Richard  Seaton,  of  Berwick- 
ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
liquor  merchant,  and  Thomas  Rice, 
of  Whitecrofs-ftreet,  in  the  faid 
county  of  Middlefex,  fpring  roaft- 
ing-jack  maker  ;  for  a  burner,  up¬ 
on  an  improved  conftrudtion,  ap¬ 
plicable  to  all  kinds  of  lamps. 
Dated  September  26. 

Thomas  Norris,  late  of  Man- 
chefter  in  the  county  of  Lancafter, 
cotton  merchant ;  for  a  new  mode 
of  fheathing  or  covering  the  bot¬ 
toms  of  (hips  or  vefiels  with  cer¬ 
tain  matter  or  materials  fo  as  to 
be  a  fubftitute  for  copper.  Dated 
September  26. 

Samuel  Hobday,  of  Woodcock  - 
ftreet,  in  the  parifh  of  Afton,  near 
Birmingham,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick,  fnufter-maker ;  for  a 
lever,  by  the  application  of  which 
alone,  or  with  the  addition  of  a 
rack  he  can  make  fnufFers  to  adt 
without  fprings.  Dated  Septem¬ 
ber  26. 

Peter  Brown,  of  Henrietta-ftreet, 
Covent  Garden,  in  the  county  of 
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Middlefex,  gentleman  ;  for  an  im¬ 
proved  conftru&ion  of  buoys  for 
Slips  or  veffels,  and  for  mooring 
chains,  or  fimilar  purpofes.  Dated 
September  26. 

Marc  Ifambard  Brunei,  of  Chel- 
fea,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
gentleman ;  for  an  apparatus  for 
giving  motion  to  machinery  *  part 
of  which  is  alfo  applicable  to  hy¬ 
draulic  and  pneumatic  purpofes. 
Communicated  to  him  by  a  perfon 
refiding  abroad.  Dated  OdL  1. 

Benjamin  Milne,  of  Bridlington, 
in  the  county  of  York,  collector  of 
cuftoms ;  for  an  improved  bell  and 
gun  alarm.  Dated  October  1. 

Jofeph  C.  Dyer,  of  Bofton, 
State  of  Maffachufets,  one  of  the 
United  States,  now  refiding  in 
London,  merchant ;  for  certain  im¬ 
provements  in  the  conftruCtion  and 
method  of  ufing  plates  and  preffes, 
and  for  combining  various  fpecies 
of  work  in  the  fame  plate,  for  the 
kind  of  printing  ufually  called  cop¬ 
per-plate  printing,  defigned  for  the 
objeCts  of  detecting  counterfeits, 
for  multiplying  impreflions,  and 
faving  labour.  Communicated  to 
him  by  a  perfon  refiding  abroad. 
Dated  October  1. 

George  Miller,  of  Panton.  ftreet, 
near  the  Haymarket,  in  the  parifti 
of  Sr.  Martin-in-the-Fields,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  mufical  in- 
ft rumen t  maker  ;  for  a  method  of 
making  wind  inftruments,  common¬ 
ly  called  military  fifes,  of  fubftances 
never  before  ufed  for  the  purpofe. 
Dated  October  1. 

John  Torville  Ruff,  of  Gofwell- 
ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
John  Webb,  of  Hoxton,  in  the 
faid  county,  and  John  Fretton,  of 
the  City  of  London,  cord  manufac¬ 
turers  ;  for  an  apparatus  to  ma¬ 
chines  for  making  fillet.t,  Iheet,  and 


hard  cards,  fuch  as  are  ufed  for 
carding  wool,  cotton,  flax,  filk, 
and  all  fubftances  capable  of  being 
carded.  Dated  October  8. 

Ebenezer  Porlier,  of  Highfield, 
in  the  parifti  of  Sheffield,  in  the 
county  of  York,  filver-plater,  and 
Francis  Olnley,  of  Sheffield,  afore- 
faid,  furgeon’s  inftrument  manufac¬ 
turer  ;  for  a  method  or  plan  of  mak¬ 
ing  or  adjufting  bedfteads,  on  a 
double  frame,  with  a  fourfold  me¬ 
thod  for  the  relief  of  fick,  lame, 
infirm,  and  aged  perfons.  Dated 
Odtober  8. 

John  Heyledine,  of  Bridgnorth, 
in  the  county  of  Salop,  engineer ; 
for  manifeft  improvements  in  the 
conftruCtion  of  a  plough,  for 
the  cultivation  of  land.  Dated 
October  8. 

George  Hodgfon,  of  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  North  Britain,  afti 
manufacturer  ;  for  a  method  of  fe- 
parating  alkaline  fait  from  the  acid 
as  it  exifts  in  the  following  fub¬ 
ftances  ;  viz.  kelp,  black  allies, 
foapers*  falts,  fpent  leys,  foda  na- 
trefe,  rock  fait,  common  fair,  brine, 
fea  water,  caput  mortuum  of  aqua¬ 
fortis,  caput  mortuum  of  oil  of 
vitriol,  and  caput  mortuum  of  fait 
ufed  by  bleachers,  being  on  a  prin¬ 
ciple  entirely  new.  Dated  Oc¬ 
tober  8. 

Charles  Francis,  of  Phcenix 
Wharf,  Nine  Elms,  in  the  parilh 
of  Batterfea,  in  the  county  of  Sur¬ 
ry,  temper  lime-burner,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Waters,  of  Princefs-ftreet,  in 
the  parifti  of  St.  Mary  Lambeth, 
in  the  faid  county  of  Surry,  potter  ; 
for  a  method  of  joining  pipes. 
Dated  October  8. 

Henry  Stubbs,  of  Piccadilly,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  blind- 
maker;  for  a  grand  imperial  aula- 
eum,  from  three  to  eighteen  or 

twenty 
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twenty  feet  wide,  without  Team, 
and  to  any  length  or  colour,  for 
decorating  the  raoft  fuperb  or  ufe- 
ful  room,  for  fuch  as  drapery, 
curtains,  and  fringes,  chairs,  fofas, 
tables,  See.  or  finiftied  on  one  fide 
only,  for  ornamental  hangings, 
borders,  and  every  other  fpecies 
of  decoration.  Dated  OClober  8. 

Edmund  Griffith,  of  the  city 
of  Briftol,  efq.  for  a  certain  im¬ 
provement  in  the  manufacture  of 
foap,  for  the  ptirpofe  of  walhing 
with  fea-water,  with  hard-water, 
and  with  other  water.  Dated 
OClober  8. 

Richard  Woodman,  of  Ham- 
merfmith,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  boot  and  (hoe-maker ;  for 
a  method  of  manufacturing  all 
kinds  of  boots  and  (hoes,  and  other 
articles.  Dated  October  8.  * 

Edward  Manley,  of  Uffculme, 
in  the  county  of  Devon,  clerk ;  for 
an  apparatus  for  writing.  Dated 
October  8. 

John  Frafer,  collector  of  Natu¬ 
ral  Hiftory,  now  of  Sloane-fquare, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex  ;  for  a 
difeovery  of  certain  vegetables, 
and  a  way  of  preparing  the  fame, 
fo  as  they  may  be  ufefully  applied 
in  the  manufacturing  of  hats  and 
bonnets,  chair  bottoms,  and  baf- 
kets,  and  for  other  articles  or  pur- 
pofes.  Dated  October  15. 

John  Wheatley,  of  Greenwich, 
in  the  county  of  Kent,  coach-build¬ 
er  ;  for  an  improved  axle-tree  for 
wheels  of  carriages,  and  alfo  im¬ 
proved  wrought  or  caft- iron  boxes, 
and  caft-iron  (locks,  to  receive  the 
fpokes  of  the  wheels.  Dated  Oc¬ 
tober  1 5. 

Thomas  Mann,  of  Bradford,  in 
the  county  of  York,  duff  mer¬ 
chant  ;  for  certain  improvements 


in  the  conftruCtion  of  artificial 
legs.  D  a  ted  OClober  3 1. 


On  the  advantages  to  he  derived  from 
Heath  in  the  feeding  of  Stocky  and 
on  the  importance  of  the  Maple 
Tree .  By  J.  Hall,  Efq. 

( From  Communications  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.') 

In  the  courfe  of  my  experi¬ 
ments  on  furze,  broom,  rulhes, 
bean- draw,  and  a  variety  of  other 
articles  that  are  generally  reckoned 
of  little  ufe,  I  have  found  that  if 
heath  be  cut  when  young  and  in 
bloom,  and  the  finer  parts  infufed 
in  a  tea-pot,  it  produces  a  liquid, 
not  only  grateful  to  the  tade  and 
well  -  flavoured,  but  extremely 
wholefome,  and  in  many  points  of 
view,  preferable  to  the  tea  that 
comes  from  China. 

As  I  was  anxious  to  know  how 
far  fine  young  heath  might  be  ufe- 
ful  to  cattle,  I  bribed  a  poor  man 
to  confine  his  cow,  that  I  might 
try  the  experiment  on  her.  When 
fird  tied  up,  the  cow  refufed  to  eat 
any  of  the  heath,  except  the  very 
fined  part ;  nor  did  (he  feem  to 
relifli  a  rich  infufion  that  was  fet 
before  her.  When  (he  became  a 
little  hungry,  however,  (he  fird 
drank  the  infufion,  and  then  began 
10  eat  the  heath.  Having  watched 
and  obferved  her  narrowly,  I  (hall 
only  fay,  that  (he  lived  nearly  two 
weeks  on  this  food,  folely  ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  (he  could  have 
lived  much  longer,  had  it  been 
neceffary.  She  gave  lefs  milk,  it 
is  true,  while  (he  lived  folely  on 
heath ;  but  then  what  the  milk 
lod  in  quantity  was  amply  made 
up  by  the  quality  of  what  (he  gave. 

I  made 
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I  made  a  fimilar  experiment  with 
a  couple  of  (beep  and  an  old  horfe, 
and  found  the  effect  nearly  the 
fame  ;  only  the  fheep  drank  but 
little  of  the  infufion. 

Thus  fatisfied  that  cattle  may 
be  fupported  for  a  time  by  young 
heath,  if  cut  while  in  bioom,  I 
proceeded  to  afcertain  how  far 
this  plant  is  capable  of  retain¬ 
ing  its  valuable  qualities  when 
dried  and  laid  up.  With  a  view 
to  this,  I  cut  fome  in  the  end  of 
fummer,  when  heath  is  generally 
at  its  beft,  and  dried  it  in  the 
fhade.  Having  kept  this  nearly 
two  years,  1  found  it  produced  an 
infufion  equally  ftrong  and  well- 
flavoured  as  at  firft.  Another  par¬ 
cel,  after  being  kept  three  years, 
fupported  a  cow  more  than  a  week, 
and  produced  an  infufion  not  infe¬ 
rior  to  the  former.  The  quality, 
too,  of  the  milk  was  uncommonly 
improved  both  in  take  and  flavour 
by  the  heath. 

On  chopping,  and  putting  quan¬ 
tities  of  fine  young  heath,  cut 
down  while  in  bloom,  into  a  vat, 
or  mafh-tub,  and  pouring  boiling 
water  on  it,  there  is  produced  an 
infufion,  not  only  rich  and  plea- 
fant,  but  capable  of  being  made 
the  bafis  of  various  valuable  liquids. 
Thofe,  therefore,  who  live  in  the 
vicinity  of  heath,  have  only  to 
burn  a  fufficient  quantity  of  the 
old,  in  order  to  have  as  much 
young  as  they  think  proper.  The 
Smoother  and  more  even  the  fur- 
face  of  the  place  they  burn  the  bet¬ 
ter.  If  any  of  the  flumps  of  the 
old  heath  remain  after  it  is  burnt, 
they  fhould,  fome  way  or  other, 
be  removed.  The  alhes  of  the  old 
heath  become  an  excellent  manure, 
and,  generally,  caufe  a  fine  young 
crop  to  fpring  up.  .  When  two  or 
Vol.  LII.  or  Vol.  X.  New  S 
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three  years  old  this  fhoukl  be  cut 
down  with  thefeythe,  and  as  much 
as  poflible  dried  in  the  fhade.  If 
quantities  of  this  be  put  into  a  vat, 
or  mafh-tub,  with  boiling  water* 
a  very  confiderable  quantity  of 
ftrong  and  fmail  beer  may  be  pro* 
cured,  as  well  as  fpirits  by  diftil- 
lation,  which  on  being  put  into 
Calks,  may  be  carried  home,  and 
laid  up  for  ufe.  What  of  the  fine 
young  heath  is  not  ufed  in  this  way, 
may  either  be  fecured  on  the  fpot, 
or  carried  home,  to  be  given 
to  cattle  when  fodder  becomes 
either  fcarce  or  dear.  With  a  fuf¬ 
ficient  flock  of  this  article,  the 
lean  cattle  on  a  farm  may  not  only 
be  fupported  in  the  event  of  a  fe- 
vere  winter  or  fpring,  but  alfo  thofe 
in  good  condition  be  prevented 
from  becoming  otherwife.  Heath 
intended  for  this  purpofe  fhould, 
however,  be  carefully  flacked  up, 
and  kept  clofe,  otherwife  it  be¬ 
comes  lefs  valuable. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  experiments 
on  trees,  I  have  often  been  fur- 
prifed  that  the  cultivation  of  the 
fugar  maple  is  not  more  encouraged 
in  the  interior  and  highlands  of 
Scotland.  In  many  parts  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  where  the  winters  are  cold, 
and  neither  the  climate  nor  the 
foil  better  than  in  Scotland,  the 
maple  tree  thrives  exceedingly. 
Indeed  the  foil  of  Scotland  in  many 
places  feems  admirably  calculated 
for  the  introdu&ion  and  culture  of 
this  highly  valuable,  and  hardy, 
yet  fail  growing  tree. 

The  maple,  which  thrives  well 
in  hedge  rows,  and  in  almoft  all 
foils  and  expofures,  may  be  propa¬ 
gated  either  by  feeds  or  by  flips. 
Notwithftanding  its  rapid  growth, 
the  maple  is  generally  near  twenty 
years  before  it  is  at  its  beft.  How- 
RiES,  „  [3  A]  ever, 
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ever,  often  before  it  is  half  that 
age,  very  confiderable  quantities 
of  juice  are  extracted  from  it. 
To  procure  which,  bore  a  hole 
in  the  tree  with  a  fmall  augur,  into 
which  infert  a  fpout,  and  put  a 
trough,  or  fomething  under  it  to 
receive  the  juice.  Having  col¬ 
lected  this  every  night,  and  carried 
it  to  the  large  tub  or  veffel  in  or 
near  the  wood,  prepared  to  receive 
it,  after  being  (trained,  let  it  be 
boiled,  which  is  the  fhorteft,  and 
perhaps  the  belt  way  of  obtaining 
the  fugar. 

The  juice  of  the  maple  generally 
flows  during  four  or  five  weeks, 
"What  comes  from  an  ordinary  tree 
may  produce  about  twenty  pounds 
of  fugar,  annually.  Now,  as  an 
hundred  trees*  particularly  if 
planted  in  what  is  termed  the 
quincunx  method,  may  be  reared 
per  acre,  the  fugar  produced, 
though  fold  at  fix-pence  per  pound, 
will  fetch  nearly  50 /.  in  calh  to  the 
proprietor.  I  am  of  opinion,  how¬ 
ever,  that  in  many  places  the  pro¬ 
duce  would  be  confiderably  more. 

But  the  profit  of  the  maple  tree 
is  not  confined  to  fugar  alone.  It 
affords  alfo  moll  agreeable  mo- 
laffes,  and  an  excellent  vinegar; 
while  the  fap,  that  is  fuitable  for 
thefe  purpofes,  is  obtained  after 
that  which  affords  the  fugar  has 
ceafed  to  flow  ;  fo  that  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  thefe  different  products 
of  the  maple  tree,  by  fucceeding, 
do  not  interfere  with  each  other. 
Part  of  the  molaffes  might  either 
be  made  the  bafis  of  an  excellent 
beer,  or,  by  diftillation,  be  con¬ 
certed  into  fpirits ;  while  the  reft, 
with  the  refufe  of  the  fugar,  might 
be  applied  to  the  feeding  of  fheep, 
cattle,  pigs,  and  the  like,  as  well 
as  to  a  variety  of  other  valuable 


purpofes.  If  mixed  with  ftrong 
infufions  of  fine  young  heath,  and 
given  to  them,  not  one  of  a  thou- 
fand  of  the  cattle  in  Scotland  would 
die  in  a  fevere  winter,  or  fpring, 
that  but  too  frequently  do. 

The  maple  tree,  fortunately,  is 
not  in  the  leaft  hurt  by  tapping. 
On  the  contrary,  the  oftener  it  is 
tapped  the  better.  A  yearly  dis¬ 
charge  of  fap  from  the  tree,  inftead 
of  hurting  it,  is  found  to  improve 
its  growth,  and  make  it  yield  the 
more.  This  is  proved  by  experi¬ 
ence,  as  well  as  by  the  fuperior 
excellence  of  thofe  trees  which 
have  been  perforated  in  a  thoufand 
places,  by  a  fmall  woodpecker  that 
feeds  on  the  fap. 

Nor  is  this  all.  From  the  fac- 
charine  matter  they  contain,  the 
leaves  and  twigs  of  the  maple  are 
calculated  to  afford  food  for  cattle. 
In  America,  when  they  are  begin¬ 
ning  a  farm,  or  when  a  fufiicient 
ftock  of  hay  has  not  been  laid  up 
for  the  winter,  cattle  often  live  on 
the  leaves  and  twigs  of  the  maple. 
Hence,  in  more  points  of  view  than 
one,  this  fpecies  of  wood  feems 
worthy  of  attention  and  room ; 
and  particularly  in  thofe  diftriCls 
where  the  breeding  and  rearing  of 
cattle  is  the  principal  objeCf. 

Owing  to  the  rugged  nature  of 
the  ground,  the  want  of  roads,  and 
of  water  carriage,  in  many  parts 
of  the  interior  and  highlands  of 
Scotland,  wood  is  often  of  no  value 
at  all.  In  the  county  of  Banff,  for 
inftance,  where  I  refided  feveral 
years,  I  have  feen  trees  fold  at  a 
(hilling  each,  that  in  the  vicinity 
of  water  carriage,  or  of  a  good 
road,  or  even  of  a  fmall  village, 
would  have  brought  ten  times  that 
fum  ;  and  I  have  known  trees  that, 
in  the  vicinity  of  any  tolerably 

large 
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large  town  or  village,  would  have 
been  worth  four  or  five  pounds 
each,  that  fcarcely  brought  as 
many  (hillings.  The  truth  is,  the 
difficulty  of  removing  wood  is 
fuch,  that  though  fully  grown,  and 
of  the  very  beft  quality,  yet  it  is 
not  worth  the  felling.  Now,  as 
there  are  thoufands  of  acres  of 
wood  in  fituations  of  this  kind,  in 
many  different  parts  of  Scotland, 
might  not  fuch  be  burnt  or  other- 
wife  deftroyed,  and  maple  planted 
in  its  ftead.  Being  yearly  bled, 
the  maple  would  produce  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  nourifhment, 
both  for  man  and  beaft  ;  and  con- 
fequently  be  an  advantage  to  the 
country  at  large  as  well  as  to  the 
landholders.  Were  there  a  want 
of  hands  in  the  country,  there 
would  be  fome  excufe  for  neglect¬ 
ing  improvements  of  this  kind  : 
but  this  is  not  the  cafe ;  as  there 
are  many,  in  various  parts,  that 
know  not  what  to  do,  nor  where  to 
look  for  employment.  But  it  is 
not  too  late  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  fomething  will  be  done  for 
them  in  the  way  of  finding  them 
employment.  There  is  fuch  a  thing 
as  being  loft  amidft  the  fervour  of 
fanciful  difcoveries,  and  of  being 
carried  away  by  an  imagination 
guided  only  by  vanity  ;  and  there 
is  fuch  a  thing  I  know,  as  expe¬ 
rimental  trifting ;  yet,  I  think,  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  that  if,  along 
with  the  inftruCfions  of  the  Board 
of  .Agriculture,  and  the  Highland 
fociety,  the  cultivation  of  the 
maple  tree,  and  the  various  ufes  to 
which  fine  young  heath  might  be 
applied,  were  attended  to,  many 
of  the  trads  of  heath  and  glens 
in  Scotland  would  foon  lay  afide 
their  dreary  afpeCl,  and  become, 
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as  it  were,  like  the  valley  of 
Sharon.. 


Compojition  for  Roofs.  By  Commf~ 

fioner  Graham ,  of  the  Excife  Of  * 

ficei  Edinburgh . 

( From  the  Same.') 

ift.  Three  parts  of  chalk  pound¬ 
ed  fine,  and  pailed  through  a  fieve 
of  about  twenty-four  mefhes  to  an 
inch,  to  be  put  into  a  ftrong 
wooden  box  or  veffel. 

2d.  Into  the  middle  of  the  chalk 
put  one  pint  of  the  beft  vegetable 
tar,  (Swedi/h  will  not  do)  ;  mix 
them  thoroughly  with  a  wooden 
fhovel ;  the  tar  to  be  poured  in 
gradually  ;  when  completely  mixed 
put  it  into  an  iron  boiler,  which 
muft  be  moderately  and  gradually 
heated,  ftirring  the  compofition  to 
keep  it  from  burning  ;  after  it  has 
boiled  for  fome  time  dip  in  a  lath, 
which  is  to  be  immediately  cooled 
in  water  ;  if  the  compofition  on 
the  lath  is  hard  enough  to  refift  the 
end  of  the  finger,  but  yields  to  the 
nail,  then  it  is  ready  to  take  the 
fand,  which  is  to  be  prepared  as 
follows,  viz.  take  the  fharpeft  fand 
to  be  got,  (wafh  it,  if  neceffary, 
quite  free  from  earth,  &c.)  and 
when  dry  pafs  it  through  a  fieve  of 
eight  mefhes  to  the  inch :  what 
paffes  is  to  be  again  lifted  through 
one  of  fixteen  mefhes ;  that  which 
does  not  pafs  is  the  coarfe,  or  No. 

I.  Sift  again  that  which  paffed 
through  fixteen  through  one  of 
thirty-two,  and  rejeff  all  the  fine 
duft  that  paffes ;  that  which  does 
not  pafs  is  fine  fand,  or  No.  2. 
Mix  thefe  two  kinds  of  fand,  in 
the  proportion  of  five  of  No.  i,  to 
two  of  No.  2,  and  of  this  fand,  fo 
fj  J  2]  niixgd, 


730]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 

I 


mixed,  take  four  parts;  heat  it 
well,  either  in  a  brick  furnace,  or 
on  an  iron  plate  or  boiler  as  above, 
flirring  it  very  brifkly  all  the 
while,  fo  as  to  mix  and  incorpo¬ 
rate  the  ingredients,  and  prevent 
the  fand  from  finking  to  the  bot¬ 
tom.  The  compofition  thus  pre¬ 
pared  is  to  be  carried  immediately 
to  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  laid 
on,  in  fmall  light  iron  kettles,  and 
fpread  even  with  trowels  (like 
plafterers”)  made  hot  alfo,  that  it 
may  not  cool  before  the  fur  face  is 
made  perfedly  fmooth  :  lefs  nicety 
is  required  when  the  whole  is  to  be 
covered  with  earth. 

The  compofition  to  be  laid  on 
flooring  of  rough  boards,  of  three 
inches  wide,  and  three  quarters  of 
an  inch  thick,  nailed  as  clofe  as 
poflible  to  the  joifts,  hot,  about  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  and  when 
cold,  cover  with  another  coat  of 
the  fame  thicknefs.  A  fall  of  one 
inch  in  ten  feet  is  fufficient  for 
thefe  roofs.  Over  arches  lay  the 
compofition  rather  thicker,  on  a 
pavement  of  common  tiles,  made 
as  flat  as  poflible. 

N  B.  One  barrel  of  tar  and 
forty-five  ftone  of  chalk,  or 
whitening,  will  do  thirty-nine 
yards.  The  grate  at  Minto,  for 
heating  the  irons,  or  trowels,  is 
twenty  inches  fquare  by  fix  inches 
deep,  the  peel  twelve  inches  longer. 
A  piece  of  ftrong  fheet  iron,  four 
feet  long,  and  the  edges  turned  up 
about  four  inches,  will  do  for 
drying  the  fand.  Iron  pots, 
about  twenty  Scotch  pints,  are  of 
a  convenient  fize;  four  of  thefe 
built  in,  and  ufed  in  fucceflion, 
will  keep  two  men  employed  in 
fpreading  the  compofition. 


Scheme  for  preferring  the  Lirei  »f 

Perfons  Jhiprorecked .  By  G. 

Cumberland,  Efq. 

(  From  Nicholfon’ s  Journal  f 

Encouraged  by  your  ready  in- 
fertion  of  fuch  papers  as  I  have 
addrefled  to  you  at  my  leifure  mo¬ 
ments,  that  l  thought  may  be  of 
ufe  to  fociety  ;  I  take  the  liberty 
to  propofe  the  publication  of  fome 
crude  reflections  on  a  fubjeCl  of 
great  national  importance:  and 
although  once  prefented  to  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  *,  without  producing  even 
an  acknowledgment,  I  feel  that 
you  will  not  think  fuch  an  idea  fit 
to  be  totally  rejected ;  as,  if  not 
immediately  put  in  practice,  it 
may,  by  being  recorded,  be  the 
means  of  ultimately  producing, 
from  better  heads,  fome  improved 
provifions,  that  fball  render  naval 
fervices  lefs  dangerous  to  thole, 
who  are  the  fupport,  the  defence, 
and  the  bulwark  of  the  nation. 

The  grandfon  of  the  man  who 
firft  invented  the  bending  of  fliip- 
timber  by  means  of  hot  fand,  in 
the  very  cafes  which  now  are  filled 
with  boiling  water;  who  ruined 
himfelf  by  expending  16,000/.  to 
enrich  his  country,  was  rewarded 
with  a  delufive  patent,  and  left 
his  children  in  want,  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  difinterefted  in  any 
propofal  he  makes  for  the  benefit 
of  the  navy,  that,  as  individuals 
has  only  been  to  them  productive 
of  difappointment  and  irretrievable 
lofs. 

About  fix  years  paft,  a  folitary 
inhabitant  of  a  promontory  pro¬ 
jecting  into  the  Severn  fea,  called 
Wefton  Super  Mare,  I  amufed 
myfelf  much  among  the  rocks 


*  My  letter  was  addrefled  to  Lord  Melville,  then  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
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there,  and  fpent  many  hours  in 
iludying  the  aCtion  and  form  of 
water  when  impelled  in  the  figure 
of  a  wave ;  it  being  my  opinion 
at  that  time,  as  it  kill  is,  that  the 
forms  water  takes  from  motion  are 
lo  determined,  that  even  in  fculp- 
ture  they  may  be  reprefented  with 
corredtnefs,  and  that  nothing  would 
better  teach  us  the  art  of  reprefent- 
ing  motion  by  fixed  lines,  than 
thofe  images  fo  often  repeated  with 
exa&nefs.  On  thefe  occafions  I 
frequently  obferved  extenfive  maf- 
fes  of  the  fea  weed,  called  tang, 
on  that  coaft,  and  which  the  farm¬ 
ers  burn  for  manure,  floating  into 
the  hollow  caves  below  me,  on 
the  moll  tremendous  waves,  and 
forming,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  my- 
felf,  a  green  carpet,  that,  undu¬ 
lating  on  the  broken  wave,  was 
never  fubmerged,  although  conti¬ 
nually  varying  its  furface  ;  and  on 
which,  as  on  a  refting  place,  birds 
frequently  alighted,  or  fat  to  re- 
pofe  themfelves,  as  if  it  were  a 
verdant  down. 

On  a  coaft  fo  remarkably  dan¬ 
gerous,  where  no  boat  could  land 
even  in  comparatively  tranquil 
weather,  thefe  fafe  rafts  were 
very  interefling,  and  led  naturally 
to  the  thought,  whether  fuch  a 
fort  of  raft  might  not  be  conftruCI- 
ed  of  other  materials,  fit,  inftead 
of  birds,  to  carry  men.  The  re- 
fult  of  which  was,  it  appeared  to 
me,  that  if  each  failor  in  a  man 
of  war  had  a  cork  mattrefs,  and 
thefe  mattreffes  were  all  linked  to¬ 
gether  by  cords,  fuch  a  float,  ca¬ 
pable  of  landing  fafely,  even  on 
breakers,  would  be  produced. 

Pleafed  with  the  thought,  I 
went  to  Briftol,  and  confulted  a 
cork-cutter  there  as  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  cork  neceffary  to  fupport  a 


man  ;  and  foon  found,  that  a  very 
moderate  weight  would  do,  and 
that  cork  (havings  were  then 
worth  only  8d.  per  bufhel,  and 
chiefly  fold  for  firing,  or  to  make 
guards  for  privateers  to  fill  the 
nettings. 

It  therefore  ftruck  me,  that 
as  mattreffes  are  neceffary  in  the 
navy  for  the  hammocks,  and  no¬ 
thing  dryer  than  cork,  or  eafier 
to  fhave  into  a  thin  elaftic  body, 
it  might  anfwer  the  above  end,  to 
fill  thefe  mattreffes  with  this  fub- 
ftance,  in  a  proportion  equal  to 
the  fupport  of  a  fingle  man  :  and 
then  a  mafs  of  them  thrown  over¬ 
board  linked  together  by  ties  at 
each  corner,  where  cords  might 
be  always  attached,  would  form 
an  extenfive  raft,  capable  of  fuf- 
taining,  out  of  the  water,  as 
many  men  as  there  were  of  thefe 
mattreffes  united,  and  thus  con¬ 
veying  them  on  the  tops  of  the 
waves,  and  depofiting  them  fafely 
on  fhore,  or  even  on  the  furface 
of  rocks,  when  the  fea  retired 
with  the  tide. 

To  contemplate  fuch  a  thought 
in  imagination  is  truly  delightful ; 
but  to  believe,  as  I  do,  that  the 
thing  is  practicable  with  eafe,  and 
not  to  communicate  it  to  others, 
is  impoflible.  I  have  therefore  done 
all  in  my  power  to  extend  the 
idea  from  my  own  bofom  to  the 
mind  of  the  public  at  large,  hav¬ 
ing  firft  addreffed  my  wifhes  and 
plan  to  that  quarter,  where  the 
power  of  putting  it  extenfively 
in  execution  alone  exifts. 

As  your  journal  muff  ultimately 
reach  all  countries,  I  therefore 
wifh  to  depofit  thefe  reflexions  in 
it,  in  the  hope,  that  they  may  thus 
be  extended  to  fome  practicable 
benefit,  if  not  to  ourfelves,  to  our 

[3^3]  neighbours. 
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neighbours,  or  feme  difiant  clime, 
where  the  coafis  are  equally  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  for  all  the  rafts,  that  I 
have  feen  or  contemplated,  have 
this  great  defeft,  that  they  come 
on  fhore  with  too  much  force,  and 
that  the  blows  they  receive  either 
disjoin  them,  or  throw  off  the 
people ;  that  their  wrecks  are 
more  dangerous  than  the  rocks 
they  Hand  on  ;  and  that  every  time 
they  pitch  thofe  on  them  are  co¬ 
vered,  and  never  may  be  able  to 
retain  their  hold  or  rife  again. 

I  am,  &c. 

G.  Cumberland. 
Briftol,  Aug .  17,  1  Bio. 


On  the  Confined  ion  of  Theatres ,  fo 
as  to  render  them  fecure  agamfi 
Fire.  By  Mr.  B.  Cook. 

From  the  fame'. 

Sir, 

In  fome  former  letters  you  did 
me  the  favour  to  infert  in  your 
journal,  I  have  recommended  the 
ufe  of  iron  in  the  place  of  wood  ; 
in  my  laft  on  that  fubjefl,  I  point¬ 
ed  out  its  ufe  and  advantages  in 
fubftifuting  it  for  wood  in  build¬ 
ings,  but  more  particularly  in 
adopting  it  for  fiaircafes,  as  form¬ 
ing  a  certain  efcape  in  cafe  of  fire. 
What  I  would  direft  the  attention 
to  in  this  is,  the  great  advantage 
of  employing  it  almoft  entirely  in 
the  ereftion  of  public  buildings, 
especially  theatres ;  and  although 
I  am  not  an  admirer  and  encourager 
of  theatric  reprelentations,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  think  they  are 
injurious  to  a  Bate,  as  contami¬ 
nating  the  morals  and  habits  of  a 
people,  and  confider  them  as  the 
very  feat  and  emporium  of  vice 
and  immorality  ;  yet,  as  they  are 
permitted,  it  is  a  ddirable  thing, 
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to  have  them  erefted  in  fuch  a  way, 
that,  for  fafety's  fake,  the  fre¬ 
quenters  may  not  be  in  danger 
from  any  accident  or  other  caufe. 
We  have  feen  the  two  national 
theatres  deftroyed  entirely,  and 
that  with  a  rapidity  that  no  hu¬ 
man  exertion  could  put  a  flop  to. 
Their  definition  arofe,  no  doubt, 
from  an  unpardonable  neglet,  or 
a  worfe  caufe :  one  has  rifen  like 
a  phoenix  from  its  afnes,  more 
beautiful  than  before,  but  is  it  not 
rifen  with  all  the  dangers  of  de- 
firu&ion  in  itfelf?  It  ought  to 
have  rifen  immortal ;  it  ought,  as 
a  national  eftablilhment,  to  have 
been  compofed  of  fuch  materials, 
as  would  mock  a  fecond  dreadful 
devaluation.  A  fire  once  com¬ 
menced,  would  it  not,  in  this  new 
theatre,  communicate  to  all  its 
parts  ?  Drury -lane  is  ftill  in  this 
fituation  ;  and  as  it  is  in  contem¬ 
plation  to  raife  it  to  its  former 
fplendour,  and  as  another  theatre 
is  about  to  be  erefled  alfo,  I  do 
hope,  before  they  are  ere&ed,  that 
the  proprietors  will  carefully  con¬ 
fider  how  abfolutely  necefiary  it  is 
to  compofe  them  of  fuch  materials 
as  will  endure  for  ages,  and  that 
cannot  be  again  confirmed  with 
fire.  The  deftru&ion  of  Coven t- 
garden  was  accompanied  with  the 
lofs  of  fo  many  lives,  that  no  care 
or  expence  can  be  too  much  to 
guard  againft  fo  dreadful  an  acci¬ 
dent.  I  mention  not  the  lofs  the 
proprietors  fuftained,  I  take  not 
that  into  the  fcale,  for  what  is  the 
lofs  of  property  when  compared 
with  life  ?  The  nation  ought  to 
fuperintend  the  ere&ion  of  its  pub¬ 
lic  buildings,  efpecially  thofe  fet 
apart  for  amufement.  The  lives 
of  his  Majefty’s  fubjefls  ought  to 
be  as  carefully  provided  for  by 
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the  legillature,  in  their  meetings 
together,  for  amufement,  as  it 
provides  for  them  from  their  ene¬ 
mies  from  without.  I  always  have 
confidered  all  fuch  places  as  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous,  not  that  I  fup- 
pofe  that  a  lire  could  begin  and 
communicate  itfelf  round  the  houfe 
with  fuch  rapidity  as  to  endanger 
the  lives  of  the  auditors  ;  but 
what  is  as  bad,  or  worfe,  on  the 
firft  appearance  or  cry  of  fire,  in- 
ftantly  would  the  audience  rufh 
from  their  places  to  the  doors,  and 
hundreds  of  lives  would,  perhaps, 
be  loll ;  for  the  very  idea  of  a  fire 
deprives  a  man  of  that  command 
over  his  reafon,  efpecially  if  he 
conceives  the  danger  imminent, 
that  at  the  firft  fcream  of  fire  all 
would  prefs  to  efcape,  fo  that  num¬ 
bers  would  be  fufFocated,  cruflied, 
or  trodden  to  death.  The  fecond 
view  I  would  take  is,  that  on  fuch 
immenfe  piles  of  building  being 
in  a  blaze,  if  the  wind  fhould  be 
high,  vaft  danger  might  be  the 
eonfequence ;  and  in  the  attempt 
to  extinguifh  fires  of  this  fort, 
we  have  a  recent  inftance  in  Co¬ 
vent-garden,  how  dangerous  is 
the  employment  of  firemen  and 
afliftants.  I  will  fuppofe  that  a 
theatre  was  conftruded  of  iron  in- 
Itead  of  wood.  If  the  fcenery 
during  the  midft  of  the  perfor¬ 
mance  was  to  take  fire,  and  the 
whole  in  a  blaze,  the  fpedators 
might  reft  quiet,  it  could  not  ex¬ 
tend  to  reach  them ;  and  I  do 
think  that,  although  the  whole 
houfe  refounded  with  the  cry  of 
fire,  the  idea  would  fix  itfelf 
on  the  mind  fo  ftrongly,  that  they 
were  fitting  on  iron,  that  the 
alarm  would  not  fo  much  afied 
them,  if  it  did  at  all,  as  to  pro¬ 
duce  any  mifchievous  confequences. 
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The  very  thought  of  the  theatre 
being  incombuftible  would  draw  to 
it  many  perfons,  who,  from  a  fear 
of  accident,  might  now  keep  away. 
The  fecurity  of  premifes  to  the 
proprietors,  not  only  from  real 
danger,  but  from  the  alarm  of 
danger,  would,  I  fhould  fuppofe, 
efpecially  if  it  can  be  made  ap¬ 
pear,  that  it  would  be  eroded  as 
cheap,  or  nearly  fo,  as  of  wood, 
induce  them  to  adopt  this  plan. 

I  will  give  a  brief  defeription 
of  the  mode,  and  although  imper- 
fed,  yet  all  I  wifh  is  to  ftrike  the 
mind  with  the  idea,  and  induce 
the  proprietors  to  give  it  due  con¬ 
federation.  I  will  begin  with  the 
ftage — -all  the  upright  and  crofs 
fupporters  fhould  be  iron,  caft 
light,  fitted,  and  ferewed,  or  pin¬ 
ned  together  ;  and  to  make  it  ft  re¬ 
proof,  projeding  edges  might  be 
caft  on  the  bottom  of  each  fpar, 
fo  that  when  laid  down  to  lay  the 
floor  upon,  tiles  or  quarries,  made 
thin  and  light  on  purpofe,  might 
be  laid  between  the  ipars,  forming 
a  folid  fire-proof  bottom.  Then 
the  boards  for  the  ftage  might  be 
laid  down  and  ferewed  to  the 
fpars ;  the  fame  principle  aded 
upon  through  all  the  rooms,  and 
all  the  doors  neatly  made  of  iron, 
with  pannels  to  fall  into  the  mould** 
ings  neatly  ferewed  in,  which, 
when  pointed,  would  be  as  hand., 
fome  as  mahogany.  The  ft  airs 
and  ftair-cafes  all  caft  and  fitted 
together  in  the  way  recommended 
in  your  journal,  No.  10  7,  would 
be  more  beautiful  than  it  is  pof- 
Able  to  make  wood,  without  go¬ 
ing  to  a  very  great  expence,  and 
then  npt  half  fo  durable.  They 
would  be  much  cheaper  than  ftone 
alfo.  In  fad,  I  would  introduce 
little  or  no  wood  at  all  except  the 
[3  A  4]  floors*, 
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floors,  and  thefe  I  would  lay  down 
ftre-proof.  It  would  then  be  im- 
poffible  for  fire  to  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  different  parts  of  the 

a 

houfe,  was  the  vileft  incendiary 
to  gain  admifiion  under  cover  of 
the  night,  and  fire  the  boards  of 
the  ftage  and  the  fcenery,  there 
being  none,  or  but  little  admif- 
flon  of  air  from  below,  owing  to 
the  fire-proof  bottom,  it  could 
make  its  way  but  very  flowly, 
and  then  only  the  boards  and  fee* 
nery  could  be  burnt.  All  com¬ 
munication  being  cut  off  with  the 
adjoining  rooms  by  the  iron  doors, 
it  could  not  confume  their  con¬ 
tents,  and  the  fupporters  of  the 
floorings,  being  iron,  could  not 
conduct  the  flame.  The  front  of 
the  ftage  and  orcheftra  fhould  be 
iron  ;  the  orcheftra,  in  particular, 
would  be  extremely  handfome, 
caft  with  beautiful  feftoons  of 
flowers  or  trophies,  and  painted 
in  character.  The  flooring  of  the 
pit  laid  on  arches  could  not  be  in 
danger,  and  the  feats  of  the  pit 
alfo  fhould  be  iron,  the  fupporters 
of  the  feats  caft  light,  and  the 
feats  made  in  pannels  from  three  to 
fix  feet,  neatly  caft  to  fall  into 
the  mouldings  with  round  edges, 
fo  that  when  the  fupporters  were 
fixed,  the  framing  laid  down,  and 
ferewed  firm,  then  the  pannels 
fhould  be  let  into  the  mouldings, 
and  faftened  with  ferews  alfo.  The 
feats  made  in  this  way  would  be 
quite  as  neat,  and  all  the  objec¬ 
tion  I  fee  is,  that  iron  would  be 
colder  than  wood  ;  but  when  they 
are  covered,  that  obje&ion,  in 
part,  would  vanifh  ;  at  all  events, 
the  fupporters  of  the  feats  might 
be  iron,  if  the  feats  were  wood 
The  framing  for  the  boxes  might 
llll  be  of  iron,  and  the  feats  iron 


alfo,  for  they  are  fluffed,  there.* 
fore  iron  could  be  no  objection. 
Then  the  partitions  of  the  boxes 
might  be  very  neatly  managed 
and  light,  being  all  caft  in  open¬ 
work,  and  the  fronts  of  the  boxes 
might  alfo  be  caft  in  fcrolls,  Go¬ 
thic,  or  in  trophies  ;  in  fadl,  in 
any  way,  figure,  or  fhape,  fancy 
might  invent,  more  taftefully, 
more  light  and  elegant,  than  it  is 
poffible  to  do  in  any  other  way. 
Then,  if  it  was  wifhed,  the  fronts 
of  the  boxes  might  be  rendered 
warm,  if  the  open-work  was  ob¬ 
jected  as  cold,  by  lining  them  in- 
fide  with  cloth  or  velvet,  which 
would  form  a  very  handfome 
ground,  on  which  the  fcroll  or 
fancy-work  of  the  boxes  might  be 
feen  to  great  advantage;  the  back 
of  the  boxes  and  doors  I  would 
propofe  of  iron  laid  in  pannels, 
and  taftefully  painted  or  lined  ;  a 
perfon  would  not  be  able  to  dif- 
cover  whether  they  were  made  of 
wood  or  iron  infide,  if  well  ma¬ 
naged  in  the  padding.  The  lob¬ 
bies,  the  fmall  ftaircafes,  the  rail¬ 
ing,  the  fupporters  and  framing  of 
ail  kinds  fhould  be  iron,  and  all 
the  floors  fhould  be  laid  on  fire, 
proof  floorings.  The  grand  flair- 
cafe  might  be  made  to  have  a  beau¬ 
tiful  effeCl,  if  a  man  of  fancy  and 
genius  was  to  defign  it ;  and  the 
whole  of  the  grand  entrance  might 
be  fuch,  as  would  ftrike  the  be¬ 
holder  with  amazement  at  its  no¬ 
velty,  and  the  mind  at  the  beauty 
and  delicacy  of  its  compofition, 
as  in  iron  the  fineft  fpecimens  Kof 
antiquity  could  be  introduced. 
The  fupports  of  the  gallery  fhould 
be  iron.  The  gallery  floor  laid 
down  fire-proof,  and  the  feats,  if 
not  iron,  fhould  be  on  iron-fup- 
porters ;  the  gallery  flairs  and 
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flaircafe  all  iron  ;  and  the  roof 
fhould  have  no  wood  at  all  in  it, 
but  be  compofed  of  hollow  orfolid 
iron,  call  light,  and  if  each  piece 
was  graduated  from  bottom  to  top, 
would  ftill  make  it  more  light, 
and  yet  be  equally  as  ftrong.  A 
roof  of  this  defcription,  well  fe- 
eured  together  with  fcrews  and 
bolts,  &c.  would  not  be  confider- 
ably  heavier  than  wood,  as  the 
iron  would  poffefs  ftrength  equal 
to  wood,  at  lefs  than  half  the 
thicknefs. 

Now  it  would  be  well  to  com¬ 
pare  the  advantages  iron  promifes 
above  wood,  before  it  is  adopted  ; 
and  in  looking  at  its  advantages, 
all  its  poffible  disadvantages  (hould 
be  coupled  with  them,  in  order  to 
fee  it  in  its  true  point  of  view. 
One  objedion  might  be  urged, 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  ered  a 
theatre  or  great  public  building 
on  this  plan.  But  I  fay,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring 
men  competent  to  undertake  the 
eredion  of  them,  and  who  are 
able  to  plan,  get  made,  and  put 
together,  all  its  feveral  parts ; 
and  in  thofe  parts  where  there  was 
a  field  open  for  genius  and  tafte  to 
fhew  itfelf,  in  the  entrances, 
boxes,  and  other  confpicuous  parts 
of  the  houfe,  the  moft  beautiful 
and  unique  ornaments  might  be 
made,  and  finely  caft  in  iron,  and 
afterwards  touched  up  with  the 
tool,  and  pointed  to  imitate  what¬ 
ever  fancy  might  didate.  There 
would  be,  efpecially  in  a  theatre, 
the  greateft  fcope  for  genius  ; 
thus  might  be  conftruded  the  moft 
elegant  one  in  the  world  ;  and 
one  that  no  accident,  no  misfor¬ 
tune,  no  incendiary  could  deftroy 
it,  that  would  endure  for  ages. 
Another  difadvantage  might  be 
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fuppofed,  and  that  is  the  additional 
expence  in  the  eredion.  This 
might  be  fomething  more,  efpe¬ 
cially  if  beauty  was  fuffered  to 
lead,  and  genius  permitted  to  ex- 
ercife  itfelf  in  the  ornamental 
part ;  but  fuppofe  it  was  to  coft 
ten  thoufand  pounds  more,  and 
what  is  it,  in  a  public  national 
building  ?  Efpecially  when  you 
are  certain  in  conftruding  it  in 
this  way,  you  are  conftruding  a 
work  that  will  endure  for  ages.  If 
you  ufe  wood,  how  can  you  allure 
yourfelves,  but  by  fome  unforefeen 
accident  it  may  meet  with  the  fate 
of  the  other  theatres  ?  Money 
muft  not  be  put  in  the  fcale  as  a 
competent  balance  againft  fecurity. 
After  confidering  the  fubjed,  and 
examining  the  way  Covent-gar- 
den  is  built  and  fitted  up,  1  am 
more  and  more  convinced  in  my 
mind,  that  iron  might  be  fubfti- 
tuted  for  all  the  timbers,  and  for 
fitting  up  a  theatre  complete  in  the 
way  I  have  before  hinted,  as  cheap, 
or  nearly  fo,  as  though  it  was 
done  with  wood.  It  is  then  felf- 
evident,  it  would  be  more  durable, 
perfedly  fafe  from  fire,  and  much 
more  elegant,  if  raifed  under  the 
aufpices  of  a  man  of  genius  and 
good  tafte. 

B.  Cook. 
Remarks® 

That  the  conftrudion  of  theatres 
is  a  matter  of  public  concern  has 
already  been  very  juftly  obferved 
by  Mr.  Edgeworth,  in  his  paper 
on  this  fubjed,  in  vol.  xxur. 
p.  129 , ;  where  too  the  ufe  of  iron 
and  incombuftible  materials  is 
ftrongly  inculcated.  Sir  George 
Cayley  likewife,  in  his  paper, 
vol.  xxn.  p.  241,  recommends 
the  ufe  of  iron,  but  not  to  the 

fame 
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fame  extent  as  Mr.  Cook ;  though 
certainly  the  more  of  it  can  be 
employed  the  better.  There  is 
one  thing,  however,  of  which  Mr. 
Cook  does  not  feem  to  be  aware, 
and  that  is  the  neceffity  for  trap¬ 
doors  and  openings  in  the  floor 
that  forms  the  ftage  :  but  this  is 
of  little  confequence,  for  they 
might  be  contrived  in  a  floor  of 
iron,  as  well  as  in  a  floor  of  wood. 
To  obviate  the  objedfion  of  in- 
creafed  expence,  Mr.  Cook  brings 
againft  it  the  increafe  of  duration, 
with  the  probability  of  larger  au¬ 
diences.  But  if  we  likewife  take 
into  conflderation  thefaving  of  in- 
fu ranee,  it  would  probably  be 
found,  on  calculation,  that  the 
ufe  of  iron  would  be  much  the 
moft  economical ;  this  faving, 
which  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
adverted  to,  probably  from  its 
amount  not  being  generally  known, 
will  be  confidered  as  of  no  fmall 
importance,  when  it  is  underftood, 
that  the  offices  were  paid  forty 
(hillings  for  every  hundred  pounds 
infured,  previous  to  the  burning 
down  of  Drury-lane  theatre ;  and 
that,  fince  that  event,  they  will 
not  enfure  at  a  lefs  premium  than 
four  guineas  per  cent.  Now  the 
proprietors  of  the  theatre  lately 
created  at  Covent-garden,  ft  ate 
the  expence  of  eretting  it  at 
150,000/.  the  infurance  of  which 
againft  fire  would  amount  to  no 
lefs  than  6,300/.  a  year.  If,  as 
I  fuppofe,  feenery  and  dreffes  be 
not  included  in  this  eftimate,  the 
infurance  would  be  ftill  more  to 
cover  the  whole.  And  to  infure 
only  one-third  of  this,  or  150,000/. 
as  on  the  old  theatre,  the  premium 
would  be  2100/.  a  year.  Would 
not  the  faving  of  fuch  a  fum  an¬ 
nually  more  than  repay  the  addi¬ 


tional  expenditure  for  rendering 
the  building  proof  againft  fire  by 
the  general  ufe  of  iron  ?  To  fay 
nothing  of  oter  advantages. 

E. 


Improved  method  of  preparing 
Phofphorus  Bottles .  In  a  letter 
from  a  Correfpondent.  From 
the  fame . 

Should  Mr.  Nicholfon  think  the 
following  obfervations  worthy  a 
place  in  his  valuable  journal  ;  they 
perhaps  may  tend  to  leflen  a  diffi¬ 
culty  occafionally  experienced  by 
individuals,  in  the  profecution  of 
a  favourite  ftudy. 

It  probably  may  be  acceptable 
to  G.  O.  vol.  xxv.  p.  186,  to  be 
informed  of  a  method  of  preparing 
a  phofphorus-bottle,  which  is  in  a 
confiderable  degree  free  from  the 
inconvenience  attending  thofe  pre¬ 
pared  according  to  the  method 
made  ufe  of  by  him. 

Phofphorus  cut  into  fmall  pieces 
and  mixed  with  quick  lime  in  pow¬ 
der,  anfwers  the  purpofe  very  well. 
The  phofphorus  fhould  be  carefully 
dried  by  filtering-paper,  a  thin 
flice  being  cut  may  be  divided 
into  as  many  pieces  as  can  expedi- 
tioufly  be  done,  and  each  piece  in¬ 
troduced  into  a  fmall  bottle,  with 
as  much  lime,  as  will  furround  it. 
Lime  flacked  in  the  air,  and  fub- 
mitted  to  a  ftrong  red  heat,  in  a 
black  lead  crucible  for  twenty 
minutes,  is  in  a  good  ftate  for  the 
purpofe. 

The  bottle,  when  full,  may  be 
expofed  corked  to  the  radiant  heat 
of  a  fire,  till  fome  of  the  pieces  of 
phofphorus  have  affumed  an  orange 
tint,  it  will  then  be  ready  for 
immediate  ufe.  But  the  heating  is 
not  abfolutely  neceffary  if  the  bot~ 

tie 
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tie  is  not  wanted  for  immediate  uie, 
and  it  will  continue  longer  in  a 
ferviceable  ft  ate. 

It  is  almoft  fuperfluous  to  ob- 
ferve,  in  tiling  the  bottle  the  mouth 
fhould  be  clofed  with  the  finger  as 
foon  as  the  match  is  withdrawn. 

I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  pre¬ 
paring  a  bottle  by  this  method,  at 
the  conclulion  of  winter,  for  the 
purpofe  of  lighting  a  lamp  furnace 
during  the  fummer  months,  when 
I  had  not  a  convenient  accefs  to  a 
fire.  A  narrow  quarter-ounce  bot¬ 
tle  has  generally  continued  fer¬ 
viceable  four  or  live  months,  though 
very  frequently  ufed, 

F. 


On  purifying  Olive  Oil  for  the  pivots 
of  Chronometers.  By  E.  Walker, 
Ef$.  From  the  Philofophical 
Magazine. 

After  all  the  experiments  which 
have  been  made  to  decreafe  fridion 
in  time-keepers,  nothing  has  yet 
been  found  to  anfwer  this  purpofe 
fo  well  as  oil.  But  it  has  long 
been  known  that  the  application  of 
this  fluid  to  marine  chronometers 
is  attended  with  very  pernicious 
confequences ;  for  it  gradually  lofes 
its  fluidity  during  a  long  voyage, 
and  adheres  to  the  parts  of  the  ma¬ 
chine,  by  which  all  regularity  in 
its  performance  is  deftroyed. 
Hence  I  was  led  to  fuppofe,  that 
time-keepers  might  be  improved  if 
oil  of  a  better  quality  than  that 
which  had  been  commonly  ufed,' 
could  be  procured. 

About  the  year  1799,  I  made 
feveral  experiments  to  feparate 
from  olive  oil  fome  of  thofe 
impurities  which  it  is  known  to 


contain,  and  I  fucceede^  fo  as  to 
feparate  a  thick  mucilaginous  mat¬ 
ter  from  the  beft  I  could  procure. 
This  mucilage  is  an  opake  whitifh 
matter,  heavier  than  oil  but  lighter 
than  water.  The  oil  from  which 
the  mucilage  has  been  taken  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  tranfparent  in  a  fluid 
ftate,  but  after  it  has  been  frozen 
it  appears  much  whiter  than  com¬ 
mon  oil  expofed  to  the  fame  degree 
of  cold. 

About  ten  years  ago  I  fent  a 
fmall  quantity  of  this  oil  to  Mr. 
Barraud,  requefting  him  to  make  a 
trial  of  it,  and  in  March  1802,  he 
gave  me  the  following  account : 

ti  I  have,5*  fays  Mr.  Barraud, 
(<  juft  received  a  chronometer,  in 
which  the  oil  you  favoured  me 
with  was  ufed  j  which  having  per¬ 
formed  a  voyage  of  1 6  months,  to 
and  from  India,  is  vibrating  as 
freely  as  at  iirft,  and  keeping  the 
rate  it  went  out  with  to  a  fraction 
of  a  fecond.” 

Since  that  time  Mr.  Barraud  has 
frequently  applied  to  me  for  more 
of  this  oil,  and  continues  to  ufe  it 
in  his  laft  time-keepers ;  but  to 
be  informed  more  particularly  reft, 
pe fling  it,  I  wrote  to  him  requeft¬ 
ing  to  know  the  refult  of  his  long 
experience,  and  the  following  ex- 
trad  is  taken  from  his  interefting 
anfwer  : 

To  Mr.  Walker. 

€i  London,  Qtdober  13,  1810. 

“  Dear  Sir, 

“  It  is  I  believe,  upwards  of 
ten  years  fince  you  firft  favoured 
me  with  fome  of  your  purified  oil 
which  I  have  ever  fince  conftantly 
applied  to  my  chronometers ;  and 
on  their  return  from  a  long  voyage 
I  have  always  found  your  oil  in 

good 
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good  condition,  much  better  in¬ 
deed  than  any  I  had  before  been 
able  to  obtain  ;  nor  has  the  fupe- 
rior  quality  of  yours  been  con¬ 
fined  to  my  own  obfervation. 

“  The  late  Mr.  John  Brockbank 
was  complaining  to  me  fome  years 
ago,  of  the  ftate  in  which  he  found 
the  oil  in  his  chronometers  on  their 
return  from  India,  many  of  which 
had  failed  in  confequence,  although 
the  oil  he  ufed  was  the  bell  he  could 
obtain.  I  then  mentioned  the  fuc- 
cefs  which  had  attended  yours,  and 
at  his  requeft  furnifhed  him  with  a 
finall  quantity,  which  he  applied 
to  his  chronometers,  and  after¬ 
wards  very  gratefully  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  advantage  he  had  deri¬ 
ved  from  its  ufe ;  having  found  on 
the  return  of  his  chronometers 
from  India,  your  oil  in  excellent 
condition,  and  deemed  it  far  fupe- 
rior  in  quality,  for  fuch  purpofes, 
to  any  he  had  before  been  able  to 
procure. 

“  I  have  prefented  one  of  the 
laft  phials,  which  you  favoured 
me  with,  to  Mr.  Vulliamy  of  Pall 
Mall,  who  propofes  to  give  it  a 
trial,  but  I  hope  you  will  be  indu¬ 
ced,  by  what  has  been  already 
afcertained,  to  make  your  difco- 
very  known, 

I  am,  *  *  * 

“  P.  P.  BarraudP* 

Pure  oil,  Juch  as  I  have  at  different 
times  fent  to  Mr.  Barraud ,  may 
he  obtained  by  attending  to  the  fol ~ 
lowing  directions. 

Put  a  quantity  of  the  bell:  olive 
oil  into  a  phial  with  two  or  three 
times  as  much  water,  fo  that  the 
phial  may  be  about  half  full.  Shake 
the  phial  brilkiy  for  a  little  time, 
turn  the  cork  downwards,  and  let 


moft  part  of  the  water  flow  out  be^ 
tween  the  fides  of  the  cork,  and  the 
neck  of  the  phial.  Thus  the  oil 
mu  ft  be  walhed  five  or  fix  times. 
After  the  laft  quantity  of  water 
has  been  drawn  off,  what  remains 
is  a  mixture  of  water,  oil,  and  mu¬ 
cilage,  to  feparate  thefe  from  each 
other,  put  the  phial  into  hot  water 
for  three  or  four  minutes,  and  moft 
part  of  the  water  will  fall  to  the 
bottom,  which  mu  ft  be  drawn  off 
as  before. 

The  oil  muft  then  be  poured 
into  a  fmaller  phial,  which  being 
nearly  full,  muft  be  well  corked, 
fet  in  a  cool  place,  and  fuffered  to 
ftand  undifturbed  for  three  or  four 
months,  or  until  all  the  water  (hall 
have  fubfided,  with  the  mucilage 
on  the  top  of  it,  and  the  oil,  per¬ 
fectly  tranfparent,  fwimming  upon 
the  top  of  the  mucilage.  When 
time  has  thus  completed  the  opera¬ 
tion,  the  pure  oil  muft  be  poured 
off  into  very  fmall  phials,  and  kept 
in  a  cool  place,  well  corked,  to 
preferve  it  from  the  air. 

E.  Walker* 
Lynn ,  Nov.  13,  1810* 


Cultivation  of  Poppies  with  Carrots , 
j From  the  fame. 

In  fome  parts  of  Germany  pop¬ 
py  and  carrot  feed  are  fown  toge¬ 
ther.  On  light  foils  the  poppy 
branches  out  little,  and  its  roots 
are  fcarcely  fheltered  from  the 
ftrong  heats,  the  carrot  covers  thefe 
roots  with  its  leaves,  and  preferves 
them  from  drought,  by  retaining 
the  moifture  in  the  ground  :  at  the 
fame  time  it  allows  the  poppy  to 
enjoy  the  fun  and  air  freely  ;  and 
cannot  injure  it  in  the  ground,  as 
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its  roots  ftrike  perpendicularly 
downward,  while  that  of  the  pop¬ 
py  ramifies  near  the  furface.  In 
this  way  the  produce  of  the  ground 
is  doubled.  An  experiment  fhows, 
that  the  poppy  is  not  injured 
either  in  the  quality  or  quantity 
of  its  produce  by  this  pra&ice. 

Carrot  feed  was  fown  in  the  in¬ 
tervals  between  the  poppies  on  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  land.  The 
harveft  produces  3  fimmers  (near 
7  bufhels)  of  poppy  feed,  from 
which  were  exprefled  12  quarts  of 
clear  and  well  flavoured  oil,  and 
21  pints  of  thicker  oil.  The 
former,  at  the  current  price  of  36 
kreutz  (is.  3d.)  a  quart,  and  the 
oil  cakes;  at  3  kr.  (near  ijd.)  a 
piece,  fetched  40  fl.  42kr.  (4/.  15*.) 
This  is  exclufive  of  the  thick  oil, 
the  carrots,  and  the  tops  of  the 
carrots,  which  are  eaten  by  the 
cattle  as  fodder.  v 


Method  of  preferring  and  keeping  in 
rigour  Fruit-Trees  planted  in  Or¬ 
chards  or  Fields .  From  the  fame . 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the 
numerous  roots  of  the  herbage 
growing  round  fruit-trees,  recently 
planted  in  fields  and  orchards,  are 
injurious  to  the  vegetation  of  thefe 
young  trees ;  and  their  fruit  is 
fmaller  and  inferior  in  quality,  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  the 
herbage  that  covers  their  roots. 
This  is  particularly  the  cafe  with 
peach-trees.  In  Germany,  to  pre¬ 
vent  this,  they  furround  the  frefh. 
tranfplanted  trees  with  the  refufe 
ftalks  of  flax,  after  the  fibrous 
part  has  been  taken  off,  fpread- 
ing  them  over  the  ground  as  far  as 
their  roots  extend  ;  and  this  gives 
them  furprifing  vigour.  No  weeds 
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will  grow  under  this  flax,  and  the 
earth  remains  frefh  and  loofe. 

This  experiment  has  been  tried 
on  an  old  peach-tree,  languifhing 
in  an  orchard.  Refufe  flax  was 
fpread  at  its  foot,  and  far  enough 
round  to  cover  all  its  roots ;  when 
it  foon  recovered  its  ftrength, 
pufhed  out  vigorous  fhoots  and  was 
loaded  with  larger  and  better  fruit 
than  before. 

The  leaves  of  trees  falling  in 
autumn  may  be  employed  in  the 
fame  way  with  advantage  ;  but 
dry  branches,  or  fomething  elfe, 
fhould  be  laid  over  them,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  being  blown  away  with 
the  wind.  The  leaves  of  walnut- 
trees  appear  to  produce  the  beft 
effedl. 


Method  of  keeping  green  Peafe  and 
Beans .  By  the  fame. 

Into  a  middling  fized  itew-pan, 
filled  with  young  green  peafe,  put 
two  or  three  table  fpoonfuls  of  fu- 
gar,  and  place  the  pan  over  a  brifk 
charcoal  fire.  As  foon  as  the  peafe 
begin  to  feel  the  heat,  fiir  them 
two  or  three  times  ;  and,  when 
they  yield  water  pour  them  out  on 
a  difh,  to  drain  off  the  water  that 
comes  from  them.  When  drained 
fpread  them  on  paper  in  an  airy 
room,  where  the  fun  does  not  come; 
and  that  they  may  dry  the  more 
quickly,  turn  them  frequently.  It 
is  neceffary  for  their  keeping  that 
they  fhould  not  retain  any  moif- 
ture  ;  if  they  do,  they  will  foon 
grow  mouldy. 

French  beans  may  be  managed 
in  the  fame-  way,  and  thus  they 
will  keep  till  the  next  feafon  a^ 
well  flavoured  as  when  firft  ga¬ 
thered® 
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Improvements  in  the  A  qua  t  hit  a  Pro - 
cefsy  hy  which  Pen.  Pencil ,  and 
Chalk  Drawings  can  be  imitated. 
By  Mr.  J.  Hafleir*.  From  the 
TranfaBions  of  the  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Arts ,  Vol. 

XXVIII.  for  1 8 IO. 

Sir, 

Perceiving  the  various  method3 
of  imitating  drawings  and  (ketches 
in  the  graphic  art  fall  fhort  of 
an  accurate  imitation  of  the  black- 
lead  pencil,  I  determined  on  an 
attempt  fome  years  fince,  which, 
after  repeated  experiments,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  I  have  fully  eftablilhed. 

The  manner  is  totally  new,  and 
folely  my  own  invention.  By  the 
method  I  adopt  any  artift  can 
fketch,  with  a  black  lead  pencil, 
his  fubjed  immediately  on  the 
copper ;  and  fo  Ample  and  eafy  is 
its  ftyle,  that  an  artift  can  do  it 
with  five  minutes  ftudy. 

By  this  manner,  the  trouble  in 
tracing  on  oil  paper,  and  other 
retracing  on  the  etching  ground  is 
avoided,  and  the  doubtful  hand¬ 
ling  of  an  etching-needle  is  done 
away,  as  the  pencilling  on  the 
copper  is  viflble  in  the  fmalleft 
touch.  It  has  alfo  another  per- 
fedion,  that  by  uling  a  broader 
inftrument  it  will  reprefent  black 
chalk,  a  fpecimen  of  which  I  pro¬ 
cured  Mr.  Munn,  the  landfcape- 
painter,  to  make  a  trial  of.  I  have 
herewith  fent  the  faid  fpecimen, 
marked  C,  and  Mr.  Munn's  name 
is  affixed  to  the  fame.  This  fubjed 
he  adually  drew  upon  copper,  under 
my  infpedion,  in  lefs  than  twenty 
minutes,  the  time  he  would  have 
taken,  perhaps,  to  do  the  fame  on 

*  The  Society’s  filver  medal  and  thirty 
communication. 


paper  ;  in  fad,  it  can  be  as  ra» 
pidly  executed  on  copper  as  on 
paper. 

It  is  particularly  pleafant  for 
colouring  up,  to  imitate  drawings, 
as  the  lines  are  foft,  and  blend  in 
with  the  colour.  It  is  a  circum- 
ftance  always  objedionable  in  the 
common  method  of  etching,  that 
thofe  fo  tinted  can  never  be  fuffici- 
ently  drowned,  nor  deftroyed,  and 
always  prefent  a  wiry  hard  effed. 

It  is  equally  adapted  to  hiftorical 
Iketching,  and  might  be  the  means 
of  inducing  many  of  our  eminent 
painters  to  hand  down  to  pofterity 
their  Iketches,  which,  at  prefent, 
they  decline  from  the  irkfome 
trouble  attending  the  repetition  of 
retracing  their  performances,  and 
the  doubtful  handling  of  the  etch¬ 
ing-needle,  which  can  never  give 
a  fufficient  breadth  and  scope  to 
their  abilities. 

I  have,  fir,  forwarded,  in  an 
annexed  paper,  the  different  fpeci- 
mens,  for  the  infpedion  of  the 
gentlemen  forming  the  Society  of 
Arts,  &c.  Sec. 

In  making  my  fpecimens  I  have 
thought  it  neceffary  to  fhow,  if  by 
any  accident  a  part  might  fail,  that 
it  could  be  retouched  a  fecond  time, 
and  oftener  if  wanted ;  in  this 
particular  its  fimplicity  ftamps  its 
ufe. 

To  elucidate  the  foregoing  pro- 
pofition,  I  purpofely  caufed  a  part 
of  the  diftance  to  fail  in  fpecimen 
A  A  ;  this  is  repaired,  you  will 
perceive,  in  fpecimen  B,  and  the 
lharp  touches  wanted  to  perfed  the 
Iketch  are  added. 

I  beg  alfo  to  ftate,  it  is  not  the 
ftyle  ufually  termed  foft  ground 

guineas  were  voted  to  Mr.  Haffell  for  this 

; 

etching : 
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etching :  that  procefs  is  always 
uncertain,  cannot  be  repaired,  and 
will  only  print  about  two  hundred 
impreflions  ;  whereas  the  fpecimens 
herewith  fent  will  print  upwards  of 
five  hundred  with  care. 

.  Should  the  Society  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  Arts,  &c»  deem  the 
fubjeft  worthy  of  their  reward,  I 
fhall  feel  proud  in  communicating 
its  procefs,  and  flatter  myfelf  the 
arts  and  artifis  will  feel  a  peculiar 
addition  and  pleafure  in  its  utility. 
Permit  me,  fir,  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 
with  all  refpe6t, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 
John  Hassell, 
Landfcape -  Draftfman , 

1 1,  Clement's  I?m9  Strand . 
March  2 6,  l8io. 

To  C.  Taylor ,  M.D,  &c.  &c, 

Procefs  of  Drawing  upon  Copper 
to  imitate  Black-lead  Pencil ,  or 
Chalk . 

A  remarkable  good  polifli  muft 
be  put  on  the  copper  with  an 
oil-rubber  and  crocus-martis  well 
ground  in  oil ;  after  which  it  muft 
be  cleaned  off  with  whiting,  and 
then  rubbed  with  another  clean 
rag. 

You  are  then  to  pour  over  your 
plate  the  folution  to  caufe  ground, 
which  is  made  as  follows : 

No.  i. — Three  ounces  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  pitch. 

One  ditto  of  frankincenfe. 
Thefe  are  to  be  diflblved  in  a 
quart  of  the  bell  redlified  fpirits 
of  wine,  of  the  ftrength  to  fire 
gunpowder  when  the  fpirits  are 
lighted. 

During  the  courfe  of  twenty- 
four  hours  this  compofition  muft  be 
repeatedly  fhook,  until  the  whole 
appears  diflblved  ;  then  filter  it 
through  blotting-paper,  and  it 
will  be  fit  to  ufe. 


In  pouring  on  the  ground,  an 
inclination  muft  be  given  to  the 
plate,  that  the  fuperfluous  part  of 
the  compofition  may  run  oft'  at  the 
oppofite  fide  ;  then  place  a  piece  of 
blotting-paper  along  this  extre¬ 
mity,  that  it  may  fuck  up  the 
ground  that  will  drain  from  the 
plate,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  hour  the  fpirit  will  eva¬ 
porate,  and  leave  a  perfed  ground 
that  will  cover  the  furface  of  the 
copper,  hard  and  dry  enough  to 
proceed. 

With  an  exceeding  foft  black- 
lead  pencil  Iketch  your  defign  on 
this  ground,  and  when  finiihed 
take  a  pen  and  draw  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  compofition,  refembling 
ink  :  if  you  wifti  your  outline  to 
be  thin  and  delicate,  caufe  the  pen 
you  draw  with  to  be  made  with  a 
fharp  point ;  if  you  intend  to  re- 
prefent  chalk  drawing,  a  very  foft 
nib  and  broad-made  pen  will  be 
neceffary,  or  a  fmall  reed. 

No.  2.— -Compofition,  refem¬ 
bling  ink,  to  draw  the  defign 
on  the  copper. 

Take  about  one  ounce  of  treacle 
or  fugar-candy,  add  to  this  three 
burnt  corks  reduced  by  the  fire  to 
almoft  an  impalpable  powder,  then 
add  a  fmall  quantity  of  lamp-black 
to  colour  it ;  to  thefe  put  fome 
weak  gum-water  (made  of  gum- 
arabic),  and  grind  the  whole  to¬ 
gether  on  a  ftone  with  a  muller ; 
keep  reducing  this  ink  with  gum- 
water  until  it  flows  with  eafe  from 
the  pen  or  reed. 

To  make  the  ink  difcharge  freely 
from  the  pen,  it  muft  be  fcraped 
rather  thin  towards  the  end  of  the 
nib,  on  the  back  part  of  the  quill ; 
and  if  the  liquid  is  thick,  reduce 
it  with  hot  water. 

Having  made  the  drawing  on 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


742] 

the  copper  with  this  compofition, 
you  will  dry  it  at  the  fire  until  it 
becomes  hard  ;  then  varnifh  the 
plate  all  over  with  turpentine- var¬ 
nifh  (No.  3.)  of  the  confiftency  of 
the  liquid  varnifh  fent  with  this  as 
a  fample. 

It  will  now  be  neceffary  to  let 
the  varnifh,  that  is  paffed  over  the 
plate,  dry,  which  will  take  three 
or  four  hours  at  leaft ;  but  this 
will  depend  on  the  flate  of  the  wea¬ 
ther;  for  if  it  fhould  be  intenfely 
hot,  it  ought  to  be  left  all  night 
to  harden. 

Now  the  varnifh  is  prefumed  to 
be  fufficiently  hard,  you  may  rub 
off  the  touches  made  with  the  fore¬ 
going  defcribed  ink  with  fpittle, 
and  ufe  your  finger  to  rub  them 
up;  fhould  it  not  come  off  very 
freely,  put  your  walling-wax  round 
the  margin  of  your  plate,  and  then 
pour  on  the  touches  fome  warm 
water ;  but  care  mufl  be  taken  it 
is  not  too  hot. 

The  touches  being  now  clean 
taken  off,  wafn  the  plate  well  and 
clean  from  all  impurities  and  fedi- 
ment  of  the  ink,  with  cold  foft 
water,  then  dry  the  plate  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  fire,  or  elfe  in  the 
fun  ;  and  when  dry,  pour  on  your 
aquafortis,  which  fhould  be  in  cold 
weather  as  follows : 

To  one  pint  of  nitrous  acid,  or 
flrong  aquafortis,  add  two  parts, 
or  twice  its  quantity  of  foft  water. 

In  hot  weather,  to  one  part  of 
nitrous  acid  add  three  parts  of 
water. 

In  every  part  of  this  procefs 
avoid  hard  or  pump  water. 

The  laft  procefs  of  biting  in 
with  aquafortis  muft  be  clofely 
attended  to,  brufhing  off  all  the 
bubbles  that  arife  from  the  adlion 
of  the  aquafortis  on  the  copper. 

In  fummer  time  it  will  take 


about  twenty  minutes  to  get  a 
fufHcient  colour;  in  winter  perhaps 
half  an  hour,  or  more.  All  this 
mufl;  depend  on  the  flate  of  the 
atmofphere  and  temperature  of  your 
room.  If  any  parts  require  to  be 
flopt  out,  do  the  fame  with  tur¬ 
pentine  varnifh  and  lamp  black, 
and  with  a  camel-hair  brufh  pafs 
over  thofe  parts  you  confider  of 
fufHcient  depth  ;  diflances  and  ob- 
je6ts  receding  from  the  fight  of 
courfe  ought  not  to  be  fo  deep  a9 
your  fore  grounds  ;  accordingly 
you  will  obliterate  them  with  the 
foregoing  varnifh,  and  then  let  it 
dry,  when  you  will  apply  the 
aquafortis  a  fecond  time,  and  re¬ 
peat  this  juft  as  often  as  you  wifli 
to  procure  different  degrees  of  co¬ 
lour. 

Every  time  you  take  off  the 
aquafortis  the  plate  muft  be  wafhed 
twice  with  foft  water,  and  then  fet 
to  dry  as  before. 

To  afcertain  the  depth  of  your 
work,  you  fhould  rub  a  fmall  part 
with  a  piece  of  rag  rubbed  on  the 
oil  rubber,  to  the  place  fo  cleared, 
and  it  will  give  you  fome  idea  of 
the  depth. 

The  walling-wax  is  taken  off  by 
applying  a  piece  of  lighted  paper  to 
the  back  of  the  plate  all  round  the 
oppofite  parts  of  the  margin  where 
the  wax  is  placed  :  then  let  the 
plate  cool,  and  the  whole  of  the 
grounds,  Sec.  will  eafily  come  off 
by  wafhing  the  plate  with  oil  of 
turpentine,  which  muft  be  ufed 
by  pafling  a  rag  backwards  and 
forwards,  until  the  whole  dif- 
folves :  it  is  then  to  be  cleaned 
off  by  rags ;  and  care  muft  be 
taken  that  no  part  of  the  turpentine 
is  left  hanging  about  the  plate. 
The  plate  fhould  only  pafs  once 
through  the  prefs. 


Direftions 
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Dire  ft  ions  refpefting  Grounds. 

No.  I.  —  The  ground  in  hot 
weather  muft  have  an  additional 
one-third  oi  fpirits  ol  wine  added 
to  it  for  coarfe  grounds  to  repre- 
fent  chalk  ;  and  on'e-half  added  to 
it  for  fine  grounds,  to  reprefent 
black-lead  pencil ;  and  always  to 
be  kept  in  a  cold  place  in  fummer, 
and  a  moderate  warm  fituation  in 
winter. 

N.  B. — If  any  parts  are  not  bit 
ftrong  enough,  the  fame  procefs  is 
to  be  repeated . 

Gum-water  muft  be  made  in  the 
proportion  ol  hall  an  ounce  of  gum- 
arabic  to  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of 
water. 

Turpentine-varnifh  is  compofed 
of  an  ounce  of  black  rofin  to  an 
eighth  part  of  a  pint  ol  fpirits  of 
turpentine  ;  if  the  weather  is  ex- 
ceffively  warm,  it  ought  to  be  made 
with  the  fixth  part  of  a  pint  of 
fpirits  of  turpentine. 

Tracing-rag  (hould  be  made  of  a 
piece  of  Irifh  linen,  not  too  much 
worn,  the  furface  of  which  is  to  be 
rubbed  with  another  rag  dipped  in 
fweet  oil,  juft  fufficient  to  retain  a 
fmall  portion  of  vermilion  or 
pounded  red  chalk.  This  muft  be 
placed  with  the  coloured  part-  to¬ 
wards  the  ground  of  the  plate,  and 
the  drawing  or  tracing  laid  upon  it, 
which  muft  be  traced  very  lightly 
with  a  blunt  point  or  needle. 


Method  of  preparing  Ox-gall  in  a 
concentrated  fate ,  for  painters , 
and  for  other  ujes.  By  Mr. 
Cathery  *.  From  the  Tranfac- 
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It  has  long  been  a  defideratum 
to  find  out  a  method  of  preparing 
ox-gall  for  the  ufe  of  painters,  fo 
as  to  avoid  the  difagreeable  fmell 
which  it  contrafts  by  keeping  in  a 
liquid  ftate,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  preferve  its  ufeful  properties.  I 
have  invented  a  method  of  doing  it 
with  very  little  expence,  which 
will  be  to  thofe  who  ufe  gall  a 
great  faving,  as  it  will  prevent  it 
from  putrefying  or  breeding  mag™ 
gots. 

One  gall  prepared  in  my  method 
will  ferve  an  artift  a  long  time,  as 
it  will  keep  a  great  number  of 
years.  It  will  be  a  convenient 
article  for  ufe,  as  a  fmall  cup  of  it 
may  be  placed  in  the  fame  box 
which  contains  other  colours,  where 
it  will  be  always  ready.  The 
qualities  of  gall  are  well  known  to 
artifts  in  water-colours,  particu¬ 
larly  to  thofe  who  colour  prints, 
as  many  colours  will  not,  without 
gall,  work  free  on  fuch  paper,  on 
account  of  the  oil  that  is  ufed  in 
the  printing-ink. 

The  artifts  who  make  drawings 
in  water-colours  alfo  ufe  gall  in 
the  water  which  they  mix  their 
colour  with,  as  it  clears  awayr  that 
greaftpefs  which  arifes  from  moift 
hands  upon  paper,  and  makes  the 
colour  to  work  clear  and  bright. 
My  preparation  is  ready  for  ufe  in  a 
few  minutes ;  all  that  is  neceflary 
being  to  diflolve  about  the  fize  of 
a  pea  of  it  in  a  table-fpoonful  of 
water. 

It  is  alfo  of  great  ufe  to  houfe- 
keepers,  Tailors,  and  others,  t®  clean 


*  The  Society  voted  ten  guineas  to  Mr.  Cathery  for  tins  communication, 

Vol.  LII.  or  Vol,  X.  New  Series.  [3  B J 
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woollen  clothes  from  greafe,  tar, 
See,  and  will  be  found  advantageous 
for  many  other  purbofes. 

If  it  fhould  meet  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  Society,  I  have  no 
objection  to  prepare  it  for  fale. 

I  am,  fir, 

your  obedient  fervant, 
Richard  Cathery. 

Bota?iical  Colourer . 

To  C,  Taylor  y  M.D.  Sec. 

Procefs  for  preparing  Ox-gall  in 
a  concentrated  Jiate ,  by  Mr.  Ca¬ 
thery . 

Take  a  gall  frefh  from  the  ox 
and  put  it  into  a  bafon,  let  it  Hand 
all  night  to  fettle,  then  pour  it  off 
from  the  fediment  into  a  clean 
earthen  mug,  and  fet  it  in  a  fauce- 
pan  of  boiling  water  over  the  fire, 
taking  care  that  none  of  the  water 
gets  into  the  mug.  Let  it  boil  till 
it  is  quite  thick,  then  take  it  out 
and  fpread  it  on  a  plate  or  difh, 
and  fet  it  before  the  fire  to  evapo¬ 
rate  ;  and  when  as  dry  as  you  can 
get  it,  put  it  into  fmall  pots,  and 
tie  papers  over  their  tops,  to  keep 
the  dull  from  it,  and  it  will  be  good 
for  years. 

Certificates  were  received  from 
Mr.  Gabriel  Bayfield,  No.  9,  Park- 
place,  Walworth,  and  Mr.  William 
Edwards,  No.  9,  Poplar-row,  both 
botanical  colourers,  Hating,  that 
they  have  ufed  the  ox-gall  prepared 
by  Mr.  Cathery,  and  find  it  to 
anfwer  better  than  the  gall  in  a 
liquid  Hate  ;  that  this  preparation 
is  free  from  difagreeable  fmell,  and 
is  much  cheaper,  as  one  ox-gall 
thus  prepared  will  laft  one  perfon 
for  two  years,  and  be  as  frefh  as  if 
juft  taken  from  the  ox. 

A  certificate  was  received  from 


Mr.  James  Stewart,  No.  26,  St. 
Martin’s-ftreet,  Leicefter-fquare, 
ftating  that  he  lately  belonged  to 
his  majefty’s  fhip  the  Veftal  fri¬ 
gate,  and  that  he  took  out  with 
him  in  a  voyage  to  Newfoundland 
a  large  pot  of  the  prepared  ox-gall, 
for  the  purpofe  of  wafhing  his 
greafy  clothes  for  two  years ;  that 
he  found  it  very  ferviceable,  and 
to  keep  its  virtue  as  well  as  the 
fir  ft  day. 


An  ufeful  preparatory  ftepy  when 
Thorn  Hedges  are  to  be  planted  on 
Clay  Soilsy  recommended .  From 

the  Farmer's  Magazine . 

Sir, 

Some  new  method  of  planting 
hedges  has  often  been  thought 
neceffary,  and  public  focieties  have 
offered  rewards  to  perfon s  who 
would  point  out  the  moft  proper 
method  of  making  thorn  hedges 
grow  in  clay  or  tilly  ground,  it 
being  well  known,  that  though 
thorns  planted  in  fuch  foils  may 
thrive  very  well  for  a  number  of 
years,  if  the  hedges  are  kept  clean, 
and  the  ditches  fcoured/  yet  that, 
at  laft,  though  dreffed  as  above, 
the  roots  get  into  a  cold  damp 
fubfoil,  when  the  plants  are  Hunt¬ 
ed,  carry  nothing  but  a  few 
leaves,  and  finally  furnifh  a  fence 
hardly  worth  any  thing.  Every 
practical  farmer  will,  I  am  confi¬ 
dent,  atteft  the  truth  of  what  is 
here  ftated. 

About  thirty  years  ago,  I  had  a 
number  of  hedges  to  make  through 
fields  of  cold,  deep  clay  ;  and 
feeing  that  hedges  formerly  made 
upon  fuch  ground  were  going  into 
decay,  I  began  the  following  me- 

th  od 
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thod,  A  drain,  two  or  three  feet 
deep,  was  thrown  out,  and  the 
fame  filled  with  ftones  to  the  fur- 
face  ;  at  the  fide  of  which  drain  I 
made  a  ditch  three  or  four  feet 
wide,  and  laid  the  beft  of  the  foil 
immediately  above  the  ftones.  In 
this  good  foil  I  planted  the  thorns 
in  a  doping  direction,  twelve  in¬ 
ches  above  the  ftones.  I  weeded 
and  dreffed  them  in  the  ufual  form 
for  a  few  years ;  and  when  the 
hedges  planted  on  the  fame  lands, 
without  a  drain  below  them,  were 
nigh  about  ufelefs,  thofe  with  the 
drain  were  impenetrable  fences,  and 
I  am  confident  will  continue  fo. 

If  you  pleafe  to  give  this  a 
place  in  your  valuable  magazine, 
it  may  induce  others  to  follow  my 
plan,  to  their  great  advantage. 

I  was  alfo  induced  to  put  drains 
below  the  hedges,  by  the  following 
circumftance,  which  occurred  a 
number  of  years  before  I  attempt¬ 
ed  the  plan  recommended.  I  was 
draining  lome  wet  land,  and,  to 
have  a  run  for  the  fame,  had  to  cut 
through  an  old  hedge  that  was 
made  fixty  years  before,  and  was 
almoft  dead,  fo  that  the  cattle 
eafily  went  over  it.  Some  years 
after  the  faid  hedge  recovered,  and 
as  far  as  the  drain  had  influence,  it 
is  now  a  good  thriving  fence.  For 
fome  time  I  was  furprized  at  this 
circumftance,  and  could  not  afcer- 
tain  the  caufe,  till  I  recollefled 
that  a  drain  was  cut  below  it. 

There  is  another  thing  I  wifh  to 
mention,  all  the  old  fences  made 
before  upon  my  farm,  and  which 
were  going  into  decay,  are  now 
provided  with  a  drain  on  the  back 
of  the  fame,  as  nigh  the  roots 
of  the  thorns  as  polfible ;  and  they 
are  fall  recovering.  It  is  almoft 
tieedlefs  to  hint,  that  the  mouths 


of  thefe  drains  mull  always  be  kept 
clear.  I  am  forry  to  obferve,  in 
the  country  where  I  refide,  al¬ 
though  there  is  a  vaft  number  of 
drains  made,  that  too  little  atten¬ 
tion  is  paid  to  give  them  a  clear 
run,  by  which  negleft,  in  time  the 
whole  of  the  expences  are  loft. 

There  is  an  error,  I  think, 
many  people  fall  into,  when  fcour- 
ing  old  ditches,  which  at  times  is 
moft  eifential,  and  that  is  throwing 
up  the  ftuff  upon  the  roots  of  the 
thorns  ;  while  others,  again,  take 
the  back  of  the  ditch  almoft  total¬ 
ly  away.  The  method  which  I 
follow,  is  to  keep  the  back  of  the 
ditch  in  a  flope,  from  the  furface 
to  the  top,  at  an  angle  of  45 0 ; 
and  every  time  the  land  is  plough¬ 
ed  from  grafs,  to  fcour  the  ditch, 
and  dig  the  back  of  the  hedge. 

I  am,  yours,  Sec, 
John  Reid. 
Cafile-hill ,  Aug.  23,  1809. 


On.  the  ufe  of  Sea  Shells  as  a  Ma¬ 
nure,  From  the  fame . 

The  following  little  improve 
ment  of  a  manure,  already  known 
and  very  valuable,  may  I  hope  be 
deemed  worthy  of  a  place  in  the 
Farmer’s  Magazine. 

Along  our  fea  coafts,  where  the 
ebb  tides  leave  trafts  of  dry  fand, 
there  are  frequently  found  beds  of 
fea  (hells  in  a  more  or  lefs  broken 
and  decayed  date.  A  gentleman 
whole  farm  is  fituated  near  fome 
banks  of  (hells  of  this  defcription, 
has  difcovered  a  very  ingenious- 
method  of  haftening  the  dilfolution 
of  thefe  lhells.  I  need  not  add, 
that  (hells  operate  fooner  by  being 
pulverized.  In  order  to  reduce 
them  to  this  (late,  he  makes  the 
[3  B  2]  quantity 
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•Quantity  he  has  occafion  for, 
the  ioweft  tiers  of  his  dunghills, 
upon  which  he  throws  the  dung  of 
his  Rabies  and  byres,  ar>d  when  the 
time  for  applying  thefe  middens  to 
hss  fields  arrives,  he  finds  the 
ftiells  a!  mo  ft,  if  not  entirely,  re¬ 
duced  to  powder,  I  have  only  to 
add,  that  the  difcovery  was,  like 
many  other  valuable  difcoveries, 
•the  effedl  of  mere  accident.  It 
happened  to  be  moil  convenient  to 
fetch  the  ftiells  to  the  dong-court, 
juft- after  it  had  been  emptied  of  its 
winter  contents ;  of  courfe,  it  was 
alfo  more  convenient  for  his  people 
to  throw  the  dung  of  the  offices 
over  the  fhelis.  He  was  agreeably 
furprized  to  find  this  difpofition  of 
his  office  dung  had  produced  the 
unexpedled  but  happy  effed  of  pul¬ 
verizing  the  ftiells.  I  fhall  leave 
more  expert  ehemifts  to  explain  the 
jeafon  of  farm  dung  diftblving 
fhelly  fand. 

I  am,  fir,  yours,  &c. 

Dgmesticus. 


Mr.  Barclay*  $  Method  of  filling  up 
Pools .  From  the  fame . 

He  had  another  expedient  ftill, 
namely,  the  filling  up  of  the  bot¬ 
toms  of  pools.  This  is  a  branch 
of  improvement  that  does  not  fall 
in  the  way  of  every  cultivator  j 
but  Mr.  Barclay  had  it  in  abun¬ 
dance.  The  inequality  in  the  fur- 
face  of  many  of  the  fields  of  Ury  is 
ftill  very  apparent  ;  but  it  was 
much  more  fo  before  he  d  re  (led 
them  in  their  prelent  form.  In 
almoft  every  field  there  were  deep 
hollows,  which,  in  the  winter,  or 
in  rainy  weather,  became  pools, 
fome  larger  and  fome  lefs,  of  flag, 
nated  water.  Thefe  did  not  owe 


their  origin  at  all  to  the  fpririgs^ 
but  exifted  merely  in  confequence 
of  their  fituation,  incumbent  on  an 
adhefive  fubfoil  that  admitted  of 
no  filtration.  In  the  winter  they 
were  always  full,  but  grew  lefs  as- 
the  feafon  became  drier,  and  fome 
of  them,  in  the  prevalence  of  the 
draught  of  fuinmer,  became  through 
evaporation  alone  altogether  dry. 

It  is  evident,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  produce  of  coarfe 
herbage  that  might  occafionally 
grow  in  thefe  hollows,  or  by  the 
margin  of  thefe  pools,  there  could 
be  no  crop  of  grain  raifed  from 
them.  But  this  was  not  adapted 
to  Mr.  Barclay^  ideas  of  the  ufe  of 
foil,  and  he  refolved  to  rid  himfeif 
of  them  at  once*  His  method  was 
this:-— he  firft  caufed  a  trench  to 
be  made,  no  matter  to  what  depth, 
till  he  laid  them  completely  dry, 
and  thus  got  accefs  to  the  foil  at 
bottom.  This  foil  was  generally 
of  a  confiderable  thicknefs,  and 
had  been  acquired  by  a  gradual 
accumulation  of  the  finer  particles 
ol  foil  that  had  been  wafhed  down 
from  the  conterminous  heights,  and 
had  been  rendered  of  a  ftill  more 
fruflifying  nature  from  the  refidu- 
um  of  the  vegetables  which,  from 
year  to  year,  had  alternately  grown 
up,  and  decayed  upon  their  margin. 
This  was  too  valuable  to  be  loft : 
he  therefore  caufed  it  to  be  cut 
out,  and  to  be  cither  called  or 
wheeled  out  with  a  barrow,  be¬ 
yond  the  limits  of  the  hollow. 
The  next  work  was  to  call  in 
ftones  from  the  contiguous  fields, 
and  to  fill  it  up,  not  merely  for 
the  fpace  occupied  by  the  foil  now 
taken  out,  but  to  as  great  a  height 
as  the  water  was  wont  to  Hand  in 
the  winter  feafon.  The  Iaft  opera¬ 
tion  was  to  carry  back  the  exca¬ 
vated 
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vated  foil,  and  fpread  It  upon  the 
furface  of  the  Hones.  Thus,  a 
noxious  poo!  was  converted  into 
foil  the  moft  valuable  in  the  held*, 
I  am  credibly  informed,  that  in 
many  of  thefe  old  pools  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  Hones  carted  Into  them  is 
upwards  of  fix  feet  in  depth,  and. 
that  the  number  of  fuch  inftances 
of  improvement  from  that  extent 
downwards  to  that  of  two  or  three 
feet  of  filling  up,  is  very  confider* 
able  indeed. 


The  bcfi  Method  of  ereBlng  Fruit 

Walls.  From  NicoFs  Gardener* $ 

Kalendar • 

Fruit  may  be  produced  in  as 
high  perfection  on  wooden  walls, 
as  on  thofe  of  brick.  They  are, 
no  doubt,  lefs  durable, .efpecially  if 
eonftruded  in  the  common  way, 
and  carried  to  a  great  height ;  the 
polls  and  fupports  being  generally 
unguarded  from  the  effects  of  damp, 
and  the  winds  having  great  power 
over  them. 

1  have  lately  eonftruded  feveral 
ranges  of  wooden  walls  extending: 

O  O 

to  many  hundred  lineal  feet,  in  a 
manner  I  believe  entirely  new. 
They  are  not  perpendicular,  but 
recline  confiderably  towards  the 
north,  prefenting  a  furface  at  a 
belter  angle  with  the  fun,  than  if 
they  were  upright.  They  are 
placed  on  Doping  ground,  and 
range,  in  five  ranges  or  lines,  due 
eaft  and  weft,  at  the  diftance  of 
fevcn  yards  from  each  other,  the 
iouthmoft  being  five  feet  high, 
and  the  northmoft  feven,  forming 
.a  kind  of  amphitheatre,  that  has  a 
■very  pleaDng  efted.  They  are 
.compofed  of  imbricated  boarding, 
,and  are  laid  over  with  pitch,  to 
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give  them  durability.  The  fup¬ 
ports  are  fet  on  {not  fet  in)  blocks 
of  Done,  which  are  funk  in  the 
earth,  and  firmly  laid  on  folid 
foundations  three  feet  deep  under- 
the  ground  level. 

On  thefe  walls  are  planted, 
the  beft  of  fruits,  the  afpeds  being, 
all  (both.  The  trees,  of  courfe, 
are  trained  horizontally,  in  the. 
manner  of  efpaliers,  and  promife 
exceedingly  well.  It  is  thought 
the  flavour  of  the  fruit  will  be  very 
much  enhanced  by  the  great  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  fun,  on  account  of  the 
Doping  pofition  of  the  walls,  and 
their  being  black.  Their  -.north 
fides  are  covered  with  currants,  to 
come  in  la te.M 


On  preventing  the  fp  re  a  ding  of  Fires . 

From  the  Gentleman*  s  Magazine. 

The  many  dreadful  conflagrations 
which  have  lately  happened  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts. of  the  kingdom,  in¬ 
duce  me  to  requefl  you  will  be  fo 
good  as  to  infert  in  your  valuable 
magazine,  the  following  hints  re¬ 
lative  to  the  introdudion  of 
Spring  doors  in  gentlemen's  houfes, 
public  theatres,  manufactories,  &c, 
as  I  think  fuch  plan,  if  generally 
adopted,  would  tend  in  a  great 
meafure  to  impede  the  progrefs  of 
that  devouring  element. 

The  plan  1  wiih  to  recommend 
is,  that  fpring  doqrs  be  introduced 
as  much  as  pofllble  in  all  large 
buildings.  Theatres  in  particular 
fhould  have  them  lined  with  ftjeet 
iron  or  tin ;  the  additional  expence 
of  fprings  .and  linings  would  be 
very  trifling,  in  companion  with 
the  vail  devaluation  occafioned  (I 
am  inclined  to  think)  by  the  want 
of  fuch  precaution.  Every  dpor 
[3.^3]  in 
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in  a  theatre,  that  has  any  commu¬ 
nication  either  with  the  lobby, 
ftaircafes,  dreffing-rooms,  or  ward¬ 
robe,  fhould  be  governed  by  a 
fpring.  This  fpring  of  courfe 
would  caufe  the  door  inftantly  to 
clofe  after  its  being  opened,  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  any  perfon  ;  which 
utility  would  inftantly  appear  in 
cafe  of  fire.  Suppofe,  for  inftance, 
a  fire  broke  out  in  the  wardrobe, 
felf-prefervation  would  naturally 
impel  the  performer  to  feek  fafety 
by  flight :  he  runs  from  the  place 
in  alarm,  the  door  clofes  of  itfelf, 
and  the  flames  are  confined  folely 
to  the  room  he  has  left — recollec¬ 
tion  and  reafon  refame  their  reign 
in  the  breaft  of  the  perfon  efcaped, 
who  inftantly  gives  the  alarm  : 
proper  afliftance  arrives,  and,  very 
probably,  the  remainder  of  the 
building  may  be  preferved,  by 
means  of  this  fpring  door  clofing 
of  itfelf ;  for,  otherwife,  the  fright 
of  the  perfon  in  making  his  efcape 
might  have  left  it  open,  which 
would  of  courfe  occafion  expanfion 
of  flame. 

Many  of  thofe  immenfe  cotton 
fa&ories  which  have  recently  been 
burned  to  the  ground,  might,  I  am 
confident ,  have  been  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  preferved,  had  fpring  doors 
been  affixed  to  the  different  rooms; 
for  it  has,  and  ever  will  happen  in 
extenfive  manufactories,  that  boys 
and  other  people  frequently  em¬ 
ployed  at  thofe  places>  will  at  times 
be  inattentive  to  fhutting  the  door 
after  them,  notwithflanding  they 
may  have  received  poll  five  orders 
fo  to  do.  In  cafes  like  this,  a 
fpring  on  the  door,  if  a  fire  breaks 
out,  will  effectually  preclude  the 
admiffion  ot  flame  from  one  room 
to  another. 

Oil  mills,  varnilh-inakers,  and 


other  hazardous  trades,  fhould  be 
particularly  enjoined  in  the  leafes 
of  their  premifes  to  have  fpring 
doors  ;  and  thofe  doorsy  if  not  whol¬ 
ly  made  of  iron,  ffiould  at  leaft  be 
lined  with  (beet  iron  or  tin. 

Printing-offices,  where,  from  the 
nature  and  hurry  of  the  bufinefs 
carried  on  in  them,  they  cannot 
poffibly  attend  to  the  minutiae  of 
conftantly  opening  and  (hutting  a 
door,  fhould  neverthelefs  be  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  have  fprings  to  the 
doors  opening  into  all  Jtheir  differ¬ 
ent  printing-rooms;  it  being  fo 
hazardous  a  trade,  that  any  thing 
that  has  the  appearance  of  a  pre¬ 
vention  from  the  fpreading  of  fire, 
(hould  be  inftantly  adopted. 

Gentlemen’s  houfes,  where  along 
fuite  of  rooms  are  frequently  on 
a  floor,  (and  where  the  danger, 
fhould  a  fire  happen  to  break  out, 
muft  be  very  great,)  might  have 
fprings  fo  contrived  as  not  in  the 
leaft  to  deface  the  exterior  of  the 
fine  painted  door  ;  for,  between  the 
large  pannels  in  the  middle  of  the 
door,  fprings,  by  an  ingenious  ar¬ 
tificer,  may  be  fo  contrived  as  not 
to  be  vifible  externally. 

Charitable  inftitutions,  fuch  as 
the  Philanthropic,  Foundling,  Mag¬ 
dalen,  Afylum,  &c.  moft  of  which 
have  chapels  adjoining  and  com¬ 
municating  with  the  buildings  be¬ 
longing,  might  derive  great  bene¬ 
fit  from  fpring-doors  ;  for,  in  the 
winter  feafon,  a  fire  is  made  in  the 
veftry  conftantly  on  Sundays,  and 
frequently  in  the  chapel.  Now  if, 
accidentally,  after  the  congrega¬ 
tions  have  left  thefe  places,  a  fire 
fhould  happen  to  break  out,  (though 
I  am  well  aware  the  greateft  pre¬ 
caution  is  always  taken  to  avert 
fuch  misfortune,)  by  an  adoption 
of  the  above  plan,  the  flames,  in 
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cafe  of  filch  accident,  could  not 
communicate  with  the  adjoining 
buildings,  without  the  inmates  be¬ 
ing  apprized  of  the  danger  ;  which 
might  poffibly  prevent  the  total 
deftrudlion  of  the  premifes,  and 
preferve  the  funds  of  the  charity 
from  dilapidation. 

To  obviate  the  jarring  noife 
which  may  be  apprehended  from 
the  conftant  opening  and  {hutting 
of  doors  with  fprings,  nothing 
more  is  neceffary  than  to  take  care, 
in  covering  the  door  with  the  co¬ 
loured  baize,  or  cloth,  that  it  is 
brought  neatly  over  the  edge  of 
the  door,  fo  that  the  fame  may 
clofe  firmly,  and  yet  without  noife, 
which  will  be  no  very  difficult 
contrivance,  as  the  boardroom 
doors  of  many  public  offices  clearly 
evince. 

In  fmall  houfes,  and  particularly 
thofe  of  a  fubordinate  rate,  where 
every  little  claim  on  the  pocket 
muft  be  of  confequence,  I  recom¬ 
mend,  to  fave  the  expence  of 
fprings,  great  attention  be  paid  to 
the  fhutting  the  door  of  every 
room  in  the  houfe  where  a  fire  has 
been  kept  during  the  day ;  for  it 
is  aftoriiftiing,  as  experience  has 
proved,  how  much  a  fingle  plank 
will  for  a  length  of  time  repel 
flames. 

Before  I  conclude  this  long  let¬ 
ter,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  offer  a 
piece  of  advice  to  the  fair  fex. 
Many  ladies,  with  regret  do  I 
mention  it,  have  loft  their  lives  in 
confequence  of  their  dreffes  taking 
fire,  and  for  want  of  prefence  of 
mind  how  to  aft  in  that  diftreffing 
fituation.  I  therefore  recommend, 
as  an  auxiliary  when  the  drefs  is  on 
fire,  an  immediate  ufe  of  a  large 
cloak,  made  with  a  hood,  fome- 
fhing  fimilar  to  a  boat. cloak, 


which,  for  the  fake  of  diftindlion, 
I  will  call  a  fire-cloak.  This  cloak 
fhould  be  made,  depofited,  and 
ufed,  in  the  following  manner ; 
let  it  be  made  of  thick  baize,  or 
other  woollen  fluff,  of  fufficient 
texture  to  repel  the  blaze  on  the 
terrified  perfon.  Inftantly  throw 
the  fame  over  the  head  and  ftiould- 
ers,  being  careful  to  fix  the  hood 
on  the  head,  and  the  lower  part 
will  nearly  cover  the  body  of  it- 
felf ;  then  wrap  the  cloak  tight 
round,  and  it  will  ad  on  the  per¬ 
fon  in  this  diftreffing  dilemma  as  an 
extinguifher  does,  when  placed 
over  a  candle.  It  will  entirely 
flop  the  progrefs  of  the  flames  ; 
and,  if  the  lady  has  prefence  of 
mind  to  ring,  or  call,  for  her 
friends*  or  fervants*  affiftance,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  many  a  valuable 
life  may  be  preferved.  This  cloak 
fhould  by  no  means  ewer  hawe  two 
places  i  but  conftantly  kept,  unlefs 
when  in  ufe ,  hung  up  in  one  parti¬ 
cular  fpot,  and  that  as  nearly  cen¬ 
trical  as  poffible  to  the  rooms  the 
family  refide  in  during  the  winter. 
In  fimilar  cafes  of  diftrefs,  a  car¬ 
pet  or  blanket  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  ;  and,  though  both  good 
things  if  they  can  be  conveniently 
procured,  yet  are  obiedionable  on 
that  account,  as  the  carpet  muft 
have  the  furniture  removed  before 
it  can  be  of  any  ufe  ;  and  to  pro¬ 
cure  blankets  a  fimilar  difficulty 
may  arife :  but  a  fire-cloak ,  hung 
in  a  certain  part  of  the  houfe,  and 
known  by  all  the  family,  would 
in  a  little  time  be  confidered  as  a 
piece  of  ufeful  furniture,  and  might 
readily  be  found,  even  at  midnighty 
in  the  darky  without  any  trouble 
whatever. 

If  the  different  Fire  offices  were 
to  fubjoin  at  the  bottom  of  their 
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policies,  a  few  brief  rules  fomething 
iimilar  to  the  above,  I  apprehend 
much  good  might  refult  from  the 
fame for,  though  nine-tenths  of 
mankind  might  not  give  them- 
felves  the  trouble  of  reading  thofe 
articles,  yet,  if  only  one  in  a  hun¬ 
dred  diJy  and  that  one  prefer ved 
lus  life  or  any  of  the  family  by  fo 
doing,  I  (hould  greatly  exult  in 
thus  being  indrumental  in  prefer  v- 
ing  the  life  of  a  fellow-creature. 

Yours,  &c. 

J.  T. 


Method  of  in  ere  aft/ g  the  durability 
of  Tiles .  By  Count  Von  Mel- 
3in. 

( From  Sonnini’s  Eiblioth.  Fhjfco . 

Econ.J 

Means  of  increafing  the  hardnefs 
of  tiles,  and  confequently  their  du¬ 
rability,  have  been  fought,  with¬ 
out  the  difcovering  of  any  fudi- 
ciently  cheap  and  fimple  for  com¬ 
mon  life.  Such  is  the  glazing  or 
varnifhing  of  tiles,  which  is  in¬ 
deed  very  good,  but  too  expenfive 
to  be  generally  adapted.  Tarring 
tiles  has  been  propofed  and  this 
procefs  appearing  to  me  eaftly  prac¬ 
ticable  and  not  expenfive,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  trial  of  it  on  one 
of  my  roofs,  that  required  a  great 
deal  of  repairing.  Providing  fome 
of  the  larged  brufhes  I  could  get, 
I  and  an  adidant  fet  ourfelves  to 
coat  the  upper  fide  of  my  tiles  with 
tar  liquified  over  a  gentle  fire,  and 
kept  moderately  hot.  Four  per- 
fons  were  employed  to  hand  us  the 
tiles,  and,  when  tarred,  to  lay 
them  in  the  fun  to  dry ;  which 
took  three  or  four  days,  it  being 
then  the  fpring  of  the  year.  It  is 
proper  to  fay,  that  I  had  fet  apart 


the  bed  tiles,  or  thofe  which  ap¬ 
peared  mod  thoroughly  baked  ; 
and  then  I  expofed  the  other  to  the 
fun,  that  they  might  be  warmed, 
and  receive  the  coat  of  tar  more 
eadly.  After  the  procefs  thefe  ap¬ 
peared  as  if  coated  with  a  reddifh 
brown  varnifh.  Four  hours  were 
fufficient  for  the  preparation  of  two 
thoufand. 

Near  my  houfe  was  a  tile  kiln, 
which  was  jud  ready  to  draw. 
As  foon  as  it  was  fufficiently  cool, 
to  allow  the  tiles  to  be  handled,  I 
had  as  many  taken  out,  as  left  in 
the  interior  of  the  kiln  fuflicient 
room  for  a  few  people  to  coat  them 
with  tar.  While  two  of  thefe 
were  tarring  the  tiles,  three  others 
were  employed  to  give  them,  re¬ 
ceive  them  when  tarred,  and  lay 
them  in  a  corner  of  the  kiln,  where 
the  heat  was  reduced  to  that  of  a 
vapour  bath.  When  the  kiln  was 
quite  cold  the  tiles  were  perfedlly 
dried,  but  they  had  not  fuch  a 
fhining  coat  as  the  former,  becaufe 
the  great  heat  had  caufed  the  tar 
to  penetrate  into  their  fubdance. 
Their  pores  were  completely 
dopped,  and  they  were  rendered 
impenetrable  to  \yater,  as  I  found 
by  experience.  The  five  perfons  I 
have  mentioned  tarred  four  thou¬ 
fand  tiles  in  fix  hours.  Both  thefe 
experiments  did  not  confume  a  bar¬ 
rel  of  tar. 

The  toof  for  which  thefe  tiles 
were  ufed  is  open  to  the  north, 
and  expofed  to  ail  the  violence  of 
winds  and  dorms.  It  was  repaired 
in  1779,  and  not  one  of  the  tarred 
tiles  is  at  all  injured  or  decayed. 
They  are  covered  with  a  very  fine 
mofs,  and  their  furface  is  in  as 
good  condition  as  if  the  tar  had 
jud  been  laid  on.  On  the  other 
hand,  feveral  of  thofe,  which,  as 

I  fa  id 
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I  faid  before,  I  had  fet  apart,  fup- 
pofing  they  would  refill  the  wea¬ 
ther  without  any  preparation,  be- 
caufe  they  were  thoroughly  burn¬ 
ed,  are  cracked,  broken  at  the 
corners,  or  fplintered  on  the  fur- 
face. 

Some  perfons  fay,  that  tarred 
tiles  would  be  more  durable,  if 
they  were  powdered  with  iron  fil¬ 
ings  and  charcoal  dull ;  but  I  con¬ 
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ceive  the  fubllances  would  render 
the  furface  rough  ;  and  thus  detain 
the  water,  while  thofe  coated  with 
varnifh  would  let  it  run  off. 

1  am  of  opinion,  however,  that 
a  mixture  of  lime  and  tar  would 
be  more  beneficial.  I  think,  too, 
that  fats  in  general,  whale-oil,  or 
the  dregs  of  our  oils,  would  be 
equally  adapted  to  the  purpofe, 
and  Hill  cheaper. 
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Reception  of  the  Princefs  Margaret 
of  England)  on  her  Arrival  in 
Scotland,  to  marry  James  IV, 
From  Caledonia ,  *vol,  II,  by  G. 
Chalmers,  F.  R.  S.  &c, 

ON  the  iid  of  Auguft,  1503, 
the  fayd  quene  departed  from 
Faft  callle,  nobly  appoynted,  and 
accompanyed ;  And  at  the  depart- 
ynge,  they  fchot  much  ordon* 
Ranee,  and  had  very  good  chere, 
foe  that  every  man  was  content. 
The  faid  quene,  accompanied  as 
before,  dufew  her  way  toward 
Fladington  :  And  in  paflyng  before 
Donbare,  they  fchot  ordonnance 
for  the  luffe  of  her.  She  was 
lodged  for  that  farn  nyght  in  the 
abbay  of  the  nonnes,  ny  to  Bad- 
imgton,  and  her  company  at  the 
faid  place  :  Wher  in  lykwys  was 
ordowred  provyfyon  at  the  Grey 
Freres,  as  well  for  the  company, 
as  for  the  horfys,  on  the  day  be¬ 
fore  :  And  thorough  the  countre 
in  fum  places,  was  made,  by  force, 
wayes  for  the  cariage,  and  the 
grett  quantyte  of  people  fembled, 
tor  to  fe  the  faid  quene,  bringyng 
with  them  plaunte  of  drynke,  for 
ychone  that  wold  have  it,  on 
paying  therefore.  The  iii  day  of 
the  faid  monneth,  the  quene  de¬ 
parted  from  the  fame  abbay,  wher 


fche  and  her  company  had  grett 
chere,  and  in  fay  re  array,  and 
ordre,  palled  thorough  the  faid 
towne  of  Hadington,  wher  fche 
was  fen  of  the  people  in  grett 
myrthe.  And  from  that  lhe  pall¬ 
ed  to  hyr  lodgynge  to  Acquick 
(Dalkeith).  Half  a  my  lie  ny  to 
the  faid  toune,  fche  apoynted  hyr 
rychiy,  hyr  ladyes,  and  lordis, 
and  others  of  hyr  company  did 
the  fame  ;  and  in  fay  re  ordre  en- 
tred  into  the  caliell,  wher  cam  be* 
fore  hyr  without  the  gatt  the  lord 
of  the  faid  place,  called  the  Counte 
of  Morton,  honneftly  appoynted, 
and  acompanyed  of  many  gentyl- 
men  in  prefentynge  hyr  the  kees  of 
the  faid  caftell,  and  Hie  was  well- 
comed  as  lady  and  mailtrelfe.-— 
Betwyxt  the  two  gatts  was  the 
lady  Morton,  acompanyed  of  gen- 
tylmen  and  ladyes.  The  wiche 
kneeled  doune,  and  the  faid  quene 
toke  hyr  up,  and  kylfed  hyr,  and 
fo  lhe  was  conveyed  to  hyr  cham- 
mer  within  the  faid  caftell,  the 
wich  was  well  ordonned,  and  a 
llrong  place.— x\fter  that  fche  was 
come  and  well  appoynted,  and  alfo 
hyr  lordes,  ladyes,  knyghts,  gen- 
tylmen,  gentyl women,  the  Kynge 
cam  arayed  in  a  jakette  of  cramfyn 
velvet,  bordered  with  cloth  of 
gold.  Hys  lewre  behinde  hys 

bake. 


ANTIQUITIES.  [755 


bake,  hys  bcerde  fomethynge  long, 
acompayned  of  the  Right  Reve¬ 
rend  Father  in  God  my  Lord  the 
Archbichop  of  Saunte  Andrews, 
brother  of  the  Kynge,  and  chaun- 
cellor  of  Scotlande,  the  Bifhop  of 
Catenate,  the  Erls  of  Huntly, 
Argyle,  and  Lennos,  and  the  Lord 
Hambleton,  coufin  of  the  faid 
Kynge,  with  many  others,  lordes, 
knyghtes,  and  gentylmen,  to  the 
number  of  lx  horfys.  The  Kynge 
was  conveyed  to  the  Queue's 
chamber,  vvher  (he  mett  hym  at 
hyr  grett  chamber  dore,  right 
honorably  acompayned*  At  the 
met  ting,  he  and  fhe  maid  grett 
reverences  the  one  to  the  tother, 
his  hed  being  bare,  and  they  ky  fifed 
togeder,  and  in  lykwys  kyfifed  the 
ladyes  and  others  alfo.  And  he  in 
efpeciall  welcomed  the  Erie  of 
Surrey  varey  hartly*  Then  the 
Quene  and  he  went  afyd,  and  com- 
moned  togeder  by  long  fpace.  She 
held  good  manere,  and  he  bare 
heded  during  the  tym,  and  many 
courteyfyes  paflfed.  Incontynent 
was  the  board  fett  and  ferved. 
They  wafched  their  haundes  in 
humble  reverences,  and  after,  fett 
them  doune  togeder,  wher  many 
good  devyfes  war  reherfed.  After 
the  fo upper  they  wafched  ageyn, 
with  the  reverences :  mynftrelles 
begonne  to  blowe,  wher  daunced 
the  Quene,  acompayned  of  my 
lady  of  Surrey.  This  doon,  the 
Kynge  tuke  licence  of  hyr,  for 
yt  was  latte,  and  he  went  to  hys 
bed  at  Edinborg,  varey  well  coun¬ 
tent  of  fo  fayr  metting,  and  that 
he  had  found  the  fayr  company 
togader. 

***** 

The  lady  Margaret,  after  {pend¬ 
ing  fome  joyous  days  at  Dalkeith- 
caltle,  on  the  7th  of  Auguft  de¬ 


parted  for  Edinburgh,  nobly 
accompanied,  and  in  fayr  array, 
in  her  letere,  very  richly  enorm- 
ed.”— -A  myle  from  Dalkeith,  the 
kynge  fent  to  the  quene  a  greet 
tame  hart,  for  to  have  a  corfe: 
the  kynge  caufed  the  faid  hart  to 
be  lofed,  and  put  a  gray-hound 
after  hym,  that  maid  a  fayr  courfe: 
but  the  faid  hart  wanne  the  town, 
and  went  to  his  repayre.  Half  of 
the  way,  the  kynge  came  to  mett 
her,  monted  upon  a  bay  horfe, 
renning  as  he  wold  renne  after  the 
hayre,  acompanyed  of  many  gen¬ 
tylmen.  At  the  commyng  to¬ 
wards  the  quene,  he  made  hyr 
very  humble  obeyfifance,  in  lepynge 
downe  of  hys  horfe,  and  kyfifed 
hyr  in  hyr  letere.  This  doon,  he 
monted  ageyn,  and  ychon  being 
put  in  ordre  as  before,  a  gentyi- 
manhufifcher  bare  the  fworde  before 
hym.  The  Erie  of  Bothwell  bare 
the  fworde,  at  the  entreng  the 
towne  of  Edinbourgh,  and  hed  on 
a  long  gowne  of  blak  velvett, 
fourred  with  marten.  The  kynge 
monted  upon  a  pallefroy  ;  with  the 
faid  quene  behinde  hym  5  and  fo 
rode  thorow  the  faid  towne  of 
Edenburgh.  Halfe  a  myle  ny  to 
that,  within  a  medewe,  was  a  pa- 
villeon,  whereof  cam  out  a  knyght 
on  horlbak,  armed  at  all  peces, 
having  his  lady  paramour,  that 
barre  his  home :  and  by  a  vantur, 
there  cam  alfo  another  armed,  and 
robbed  from  hym  his  faid  lady,  and 
blew  the  faid  home;  whereby  the 
faid  knyght  turned  after  him  :  and 
they  did  well  torney  tyl  the 
kynge  cam  hymfelf,  the  quene  be- 
hynde  hym,  crying  paix,  and 
caufed  them  for  to  be  departed. 
Ther  war  many  honefi:  peple  of  the 
towne,  and  of  the  countre  aboute, 
honeftlye  arrayed  all  on  horfbak, 

and 
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and  fc  by  ordre,  the  kynge,  and 
the  qwene,  entred  within  the  faid 
tourne  ;  at  the  eotrynge  that  fame, 
cam  in  proceffyon  the  grey  freres, 
with  the  croffe  and  fum  relicks,  the 
wich  was  prefen  ted  by  the  warden 
to  the  kynge,  for  to  kyffe,  but  he 
wold  not  before  the  quene ;  and 
tie  had  hys  hed  bare  during  the 
ceremonies.  At  the  entry nge  of 
the  faid  towne  was  maid  a  ya-tt  of 
wood  painted,  with  two  towrells 
and  a  windowe  in  the  midds  :  in 
the  wich  towrells  was  at  the  wku 
«k>wes?  reverfed  angells  fyngyng 
joy ou fly  for  the  coming  of  fo  no¬ 
ble  a  lady  ;  and  at  the  faid  middyl 
windowe  was  in  lykwys  an  angell, 
presenting  the  kees  £o  the  faid 
quene.  In  themyddsof  the  towne 
was  a  crofTe  new  paynted,  and  ny 
to  that  fame  a  fentayne,  eaftynge 
forth  of  wyn,  and  ychon  drank 
that  wold.  Ny  to  that  croffe  was 
a  fcarfauft  maid,  whar  was  repre¬ 
fen  ted  Paris  and  the  thre>  deeffys 
with  Mercttre,  that  gaffe  bym  the 
apyil  of  gold,  for  to  gyffe  to  the 
moft  fayre  of  the  thre  ;  wiche  he 
gaffe  to  Venus.  More  fourther 
was  of  new  maid  one  other  yatt, 
upon  the  wich  was  in  fieges  the 
ini  vertus ;  theifs  is.  to  weytt, 
juilice,  force,  temperance,  and  pru¬ 
dence  :  under  was  a  lycornc,  and  a 
greyhound,  that  held  a  difference 
of  one  ckarden  fforyffred  and  a  red 
tofe  en.t  recalled,  with  thofe  war 
iabrets  that  .played  merrily  whyle 
the  noble  company  paffed  thorough. 
The  towne  of  Edinbourgh  was  in 
vjmany  places  haunged  with  tapif- 


fery ;  the  howfes  and  wyndowes 
war  foil  of  lordes,  ladyes,  gesityl- 
women,  gentylmen,  and  in  the 
ftreyts  war  fo  grett  a  multitude  of 
people  without  nomhre,  that  it 
was  a  fayre  thy  nge  to  fe.  The 
wich  people  war  verey  glad  of  the 
comyng  of  the  faid  qoene  :  and  in 
the  churches  of  the  fayd  towne 
bells  range  for  myrthe.  Then  the 
noble  company  paffed  out  of  the 
faid  towne  to  the  churche  of  the 
holy  croffe,  out  of  wich  cam  the 
archbifhop  of  Saint  Andrew,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  faid  kynge,  his  croffe 
borne  before  hym,  accompanyed 
with  many  bifhops  and  abbots  in 
their  pontificals,  with  the  religious 
richly  revelled.  After  this  d&on, 
ychon  lept  off  hys  hors,  and  in 
fayre  ordre  went  after  the  procef- 
fyon  t©  the  churche ;  and  in  the 
entryng  of  that  fam,  the  kynge 
arid  the  queue  light  downe,  and 
after  led  her  to  the  grett  awter, 
wber  was  a  place  ordonned  for 
them  to  knele  upon  two  eofehyons 
of  doth  of  gold  ;  bot  the  kynge 
wolde  never  knele  downefurft,  bot 
both  togeder.. 


On  the  Barrows  and  modes  of  burial 
of  the  Ancient  Britons.— From  the 
Hiflory  of  Ancient  Wiltjhire ,  by 
Sir  R.  C.  Heare,  hart. 

*  That  a  corred  idea  may  be 
formed  of  our  barrows,  and  their 
great  variety  recognized,  J  have 
thought  proper  to  deferibe  them 
by  a  fejies  of  engravings,,  taken 


*  From  the  Celtic  root  tumba,  we  may  trace  the  words  tombeau ,  and  tomb.  The 
word  Barrow  is  derived  from  the  Saxon  Beorg,  Bcorhf  or  iByrig,  which  may  be  ap¬ 
plied  either  to  a  town  or  fortrefs,;  a  hill  or  mound  :  hence  Byrigenn,  fepultura ;  bo¬ 
rough  and  bury.  We  find  numerous  places  throughout  England  terminating  with 
»bury,  and  near  fuel)  places  1  have  almoft  invariably  found  fome  ancient  camp  or 
.-another  work  which  gave  rife  probably  fo  fuch .termination. 
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ftotn  exifting  fpecimens  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stonehenge, 
which  diftrkd  affords  a  greater 
variety  of  fepulchral  defigns  than 
any  other  I  have  yet  obferved 
throughout  England. 

L.  The  Long  Barrow,  from 
Its  Angular  form  and  fiz,e,  claims 
the  firft  notice.  They  differ  con- 
liderably  in  their  flruflure?  as 
well  as  dimenfions  ;  fome  of  them 
refemble  an  egg  cut  in  two  length¬ 
ways,  and  the  convex  fide  placed 
upper  mo  ft  ;  fome  are  aimoft  of  a 
triangular  form,  whilft  others  are 
thrown  up  in  a  long  ridge  of  a 
nearly  equal  bread  th  at  each  end  ; 
but  we  find  more  generally  one 
end  of  thefe  barrows  broader  than 
the  other,  and  that  broad  and 
pointing  towards  the  eaft  :  we  alfo 
more  frequently  find  them  placed 
on  elevated  fituations,  and  funding 
iingly ;  though  in  fome  of  the 
groups  of  barrows  near  Stonehenge, 
we  find  one  long  barrow  intro, 
duced  amongft  the  others.  They 
differ  very  materially  from  the 
circular  barrows  in  their  contents, 
for  we  have  never  found  any  brafs 
weapons  or  trinkets  depoflted  with 
the  dead,  nor  the  primary  inter¬ 
ment  depoflted  within  the  funeral 
urn.  With  a  very  few  exceptions, 
we  have  always  found  fkeletons  on 
the  floor  of  the  barrow,  and  at  the 
broad  end,  lying  in  a  confufed  and 
irregular  manner,  and  near  one  or 
more  circular  cifts  cut  in  the  native 
chalk,  and  generally  covered  with 
a  pile  of  (tones  or  flints.  In  other 
parts  of  the  tumulus  we  have  found 
flags'  horns,  fragments  of  the  rudeft 
Britifti  pottery,  and  interments  of 
burnt  bones  near  the  top.  Thefe 
indicia  atteft  the  high  antiquity  of 
the  long  barrows ;  and  though  we 


[755 

clearly  perceive  a  Angularity  of 
outline  in  the  conftrudtion  of  them  ; 
as  well,  as  a  Angularity  in  the  mode 
of  burial,  we  muft  confefs  our- 
felves  at  a  lofs  to  determine,  or 
even  to  conje&ure,  for  what  parti¬ 
cular  pur  pole  thefe  immenfe  mounds 
were  originally  raifed. 

II.  Bowl  Barrow.  This  is,  I 
think,  the  moft  ordinary  Oiaped 
barrow,  and  snore  frequently  met 
with  than  any  of  the  others.  On 
Mendip  hills  in  Somerfetfhire  they 
abound  ;  they  have  a  very  flight 
ditch  round  them  in  fome  places, 
but  in  others  none  at  all. 

III.  Bell  Barrow.  This, 
from  the  elegance  of  its  form, 
feems  to  have  been  a  refinement  cm 
the  bowl  barrow  :  they  abound  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Stonehenge, 
and  are  moulded  with  the  greateft 
accuracy  and  fymmetry. 

IV.  Druid  Barrow.  This 
fpecies,  fo  decidedly  different  from 
either  of  the  preceding,  having 
owed  the  above  appellation  to  Dr. 
Stukely,  I  fhall  continue  it  by  the 
fame  title  ;  but  not  becaufe  I  cart, 
fubfcribe  to  his  idea  of  their  having 
belonged  to  the  Druids ;  for  l 
have  flrong  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
thefe  tumuli  were  appropriated  to 
the  female  tribes.  The  outward 
•vallum  with  the  ditch  within  is 
moll  beautifully  moulded  :  in  the 
area  we  fometimes  fee  one,  two, 
or  three  mounds,  which  in  moft 
inftances  have  been  found  to  con¬ 
tain  diminutive  articles,  fuch  as 
frnall  cups,  fmall  lance  heads,  am¬ 
ber,  jet,  and  glafs  beads. 

V.  Druid  Barrow.-— Second 
Clafs.  In  the  external  form  thefe 
refemble  the  preceding,  but  their 
circumference  is  not  in  general  fo 
large  ;  the  tumulus  within  rifes 

gradually 
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gradually  to  the  point  from  the 
edge  of  sthe  vallum,  and  this  cun- 
ftitutes  the  principal  difference. 

VI.  Pond  Barrow.  I  can 
form  no  conjecture  about  thefe  tu¬ 
muli  that  carries  with  it  the  leaft 
plaufibility ;  they  differ  totally 
from  all  the  others,  and  refemble 
an  excavation  made  for  a  pond ; 
they  are  circular,  and  formed  with 
the  greateft  exaCtnefs,  having  no 
protuberance  within  the  area, 
which  is  perfectly  level.  We 
have  dug  into  feveral,  but  have 
never  difcovered  any  pottery  or 
fepulchral  remains,  though  I  have 
heard  that  an  interment  of  burnt 
bones  was  found  within  the  area  of 
one  of  them  on  Lake  Downs.  We 
generally  find  one  ox  more  of  thefe 
barrows  in  the  detached  groups, 
and  on  Lake  Downs  there  is  a 
clutter  of  four  or  five  of  them  al¬ 
together.  I  once  thought  that  the 
Britons  might  have  adopted  this 
method  of  preparing  their  barrows 
ior  interment,  by  thus  making  out 
the  circle,  and  throwing  out  the 
earth  on  the  tides,  but  the  very 
great  regularity  of  the  vallum  mi¬ 
litates  again  ft  this  idea. 

VII.  Twin  Barrow.  This 
lingular  fpecimen  is  alfo  taken  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Everley, 
and  is  the  moft  perfect  I  have  met 
with.  They  are  not  very  common. 
By  their  being  enclofed  within 
the  fame  circle  they  feem  to  denote 
the  interments  of  two  people  nearly 
connected  by  the  endearing  ties  of 
friendftiip  or  confanguini^y. 

VIII.  Cone  Barrow.  This 
lingular  fpecimen  is  alfo  taken  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Everley,  and 
is  the  only  one  of  the  fort  L  have 
yet  feen.  The  tumulus  rifes  im¬ 
mediately  from  the  ditch,  and  the 
apsx  is  higher  and  more  pointed. 


IX.  Broad  Barrow.  This 
refembles  in  a  great  degree  the 
bowl  barrow  ;  but  is  confiderably 
broader  and  flatter  at  the  top. 
This  example  is  taken  from  the 
group  on  Wilsford  Down,  and  is 
moft  probably  the  very  barrow  on 
which  the  French  prophets  ha¬ 
rangued  the  multitude. 

X.  Druid  Barrow.-— No  3. 
This  very  fingular  barrow,  be¬ 
tween  Amefbury  and  Everley,  may 
be  claffed  as  a  druid  barrow,  but 
it  differs  very  materially  from  any 
tumulus  I  have  yet  feen,  the  out¬ 
ward  vallum  being  much  higher. 

XI.  Druid  Barrow. — No. 4. 
This  tumulus ,  adjoining  the  former, 
may  be  alfo  deemed  an  unique. 
The  area  is  perfectly  flat,  and 
rifes  beautifully  from  the  vallum  ; 
indeed,  I  have  feen  no  barrow 
formed  with  greater  exaCtnefs. 

XII.  Long  Barrow. — No.  2. 
This  tumulus  in  fhape  refembles  a 
fmali  long  barrow,  but  differs  from 
the  largell  kind  by  having  a  ditch 
all  around  it.  This  fpecimen  alfo 
is  taken  from  the  neighbourhood, 
of  Everley. 

The  nature  of  our  barrows  hav¬ 
ing  been  hitherto  fo  imperfectly 
defcribed,  I  have  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  enter  rather  minutely 
into  the  fubjeCt.  Many  of  my 
readers  will  be  aftonifhed  to  fee  fo 
great  a  variety  of  defign  in  the 
fepulchral  memorials  of  the  ancient 
Britons ;  and  will  regret,  with 
me,  that  their  hiftory  cannot  be 
more  fatisfaCtorily  afcertained.  In 
the  engraving,  I  have  marked  the 
decided  forms,  and  the  moft  pro¬ 
minent  varieties,  but  many  more 
of  the  latter  might  have  been 
given. 

Having  defcribed  the  external 
form  of  the  fepulchral  mounds,  I 

(hall 
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fhall  now  inveftigate  their  inte-  ing  the  dead  did  not  prevail  either 

rior,  and  point  out  the  different  arpongft  the  Perfians  or  the  iEgyp- 

raodes  of  burial  adopted  by  the  tians.  The  former  venerated  fre 

Britons.  It  has  been  the  eftab-  as  a  deity,  and  therefore  thought 

lilhed  opinion  both  of  ancient  and  it  profane  to  feed  a  divinity  with 

modern  writers,  that  the  cuftom  of  human  carcaffes :  the  latter  ab- 

burying  the  body  entire  was  the  horred  it,  being  fully  perfuaded 

moft  primitive.  Mr.  Whitaker,  that  fire  is  a  voracious  animal, 

in  his  hiftory  of  Manchefter,  ob-  which  devours  whatever  it  can 

ferves,  ((  that  the  modes  of  inter-  feize,  and  when  faturated,  finally 

meat  among  the  primitive  Gauls  expires  with  what  it  has  con- 

and  Britons  were  either  by  con-  fumed. 

figning  the  remains  entire  and  un»  From  the  refearches  made  in  our 
defaced  to  the  ground;  or  by  Britifii  tumuli,  we  have  every 

previoufly  reducing  them  to  alhes.  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  two 

The  former  mode  is  undoubtedly  ceremonies  of  burying  the  body 

the  moft  natural  and  obvious,  and  entire,  and  of  reducing  it  to  allies 
muft  therefore  have  been  the  oru  by  fire,  prevailed  at  the  fame  time, 

ginal  form  of  fepulture  in  the  In  each  of  thefe  ceremonies,  we 

world.  The  latter  is  evidently  a  diftinguilh  a  variety  in  the  parti- 

refinement  upon  the  former,  intro-  cular  mode  adopted.  In  the  firft, 

duced  at  firft,  in  all  probability,  we  have  frequently  found  the  body 

to  prevent  any  accidental  indig-  depofited  within  a  cift,  with  die 

nities,  or  to  preclude  any  deli*  legs  and  knees  drawn  up,  and  the 

berate  outrages  upon  the  venerable  head  placed  towards  the  north, 

remains  of  the  dead.® •  This  I  conceive  to  be  the  moft 

The  claflical  authors  are  alfo  of  ancient  form  of  burial ,  and  the 
opinion,  that  the  moft  ancient  fame  alluded  to  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
mode  of  interment  was  that  of  tures ;  (t  And  when  Jacob  had 
depofiting  the  body  entire  in  the  made  an  end  of  commanding  his 
earth.  Pliny  informs  us,  that  the  fons,  he  gathered  up  his  feet  into 
cuftom  of  cremation  was  adopted  the  bed,  and  yielded  up  the  ghoft, 
at  a  fubfequent  period,  and  ori-  and  was  gathered  unto  his  people.’* 
ginated  from  the  fear  of  having  the  The  fecond  mode  of  burying 
bones  difturbed  :  as  was  the  cafe  the  body  entire  is  evidently  proved 
in  the  Cornelian  family  at  Rome,  to  be  of  a  much  later  period  by  the 
when  Sylla  the  Dictator  ordered  pofition  of  the  head  and  body,  and 
his  body  to  be  burned,  left  the  by  the  articles  depofited  with 
friends  of  Caius  Marius ,  whofe  them.  In  this  cafe  we  find  the 

bones  he  had  ordered  to  be  taken  body  extended  at  full  length ,  the 

up,  Ihould  retaliate  on  him  by  the  head  placed  at  random  in  a  variety 
fame  mode  of  revenge.  By  the  of  directions,  and  inftru merits  of 
laws  of  the  XII  tables,  we  learn,  iron  accompanying  them, 
that  the  two  ceremonies  of  bury-  Two  modes  of  cremation  feem 
ing  and  burning  were  pradtifod  at  alfo  to  have  been  adopted  ;  at  firft 
the  fame  period :  (( In  urbe  ne  ft -  the  body  was  burnt,  the  alhes  and 
pelito  neve  uritoP  But  according  bone3  collected,  and  depofited  on 
to  Herodotus,  the  cuftom  of  burn-  the  floor  of  t lie  barrow,  or  in  a 
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cift  excavated  in  the  native  chalk* 
This,  being  the  mod  Ample,  was 
probably  the  mod  primitive  cudom 
pra&ifed  by  the  ancient  Britons. 
The  funeral  urn,  in  which  the 
aflies  of  the  dead  were  fecured, 
was  the  refinement  of  a  latter  age. 
The  bones,  when  burnt,  were  col- 
le6led,  and  placed  within  the  urn, 
which  was  deposited  with  its  mouth 
downwards,  in  a  cid  cut  in  the 
chalk.  Sometimes  we  have  found 
them  with  their  mouths  upwards, 
but  thefe  indances  are  not  very 
common  :  we  have  alfo  frequently 
found  remains  of  the  linen  cloth 
which  enveloped  the  bones,  and  a 
little  brafs  pin  which  fecured  them. 

Of  thefe  different  modes  of  in¬ 
terment,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
one  of  burying  the  body  entire, 
with  the  legs  gathered  up,  was 
the  mod  ancient ;  that  the  cudom 
of  cremation  fucceeded  and  pre¬ 
vailed  with  the  former  ;  and  that 
the  mode  of  burying  the  body 
•entire,  and  extended  at  full  length, 
was  of  the  lated  adoption  *. 


On  the  Habitations  of  the  Ancient 
Britons*  From  the  fame . 

Having  hitherto  dwelt  chiefly 
amongfl  the  dead,  let  me  now  con- 
dud  my  readers  to  the  habitations 
of  the  Britons  when  alive.  I  had 
occafion  in  my  introduction,  to 


mention  the  numerous  towns  and 
villages,  which  our  refearches  on 
the  Wiltlhire  downs  has  enabled 
us  to  difcover  ;  and  I  have  llightly 
noticed  a  few  of  them  in  my  fird 
and  fecond  dations ;  but  as  the 
Britifh  fettlement  on  Knock  Down 
bears  a  far  more  decided  and  per- 
fed  charader  than  either  of  thofe 
that  have  hitherto  occurred,  I  (hall 
illudrate  it  by  a  plan,  and  be  more 
minute  in  my  defcription  of  it. 
We  have  undoubted  proofs  from 
hidory  and  from  exiding  remains, 
that  the  earlied  habitations  were 
pits,  or  flight  excavations  in  the 
ground  covered  and  proteded  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  by 
boughs  of  trees,  or  fods  of  turf. 
The  high  grounds  were  pointed 
out  by  nature,  as  the  fitted  for 
thefe  early  fettlements,  being  lefs 
incumbered  by  woods,  and  afford¬ 
ing  a  better  padure  for  the  nume¬ 
rous  flocks  and  herds,  from  which 
the  erratic  tribes  of  the  fird  colo- 
nids  drew  their  means  of  fubfift- 
ence ;  but  after  the  conquefl  of 
our  ifland  by  the  Romans,  when 
by  means  of  their  enlightened 
knowledge,  fociety  became  more 
civilized,  the  Britons  began  to 
quit  the  elevated  ridge  of  chalk 
hills,  and  feek  more  fheltered  and 
defirable  fituations.  At  fird,  we 
find  them  removed  into  the  fandy 
vales  immediately  bordering  on 
the  chalk  hills  j  and  at  a  later 


*  Before  the  arrival  of  Odin,  the  Scandinavians  did  nothing  more  than  lay  the  body- 
together  with  his  arms  under  a  little  heap  of  earth  and  (tones ;  but  he  introduced  into 
the  north  new  cuftoms,  attended  with  more  magnificence.  In  fucceeding  ages  the 
Danes  were  wont  to  rail'e  funeral  piles,  and  reduce  the  bodies  to  allies,  which  were 
collected  together  into  an  urn,  and  depoftted  under  a  little  mound  of  earth.  For  this 
foreign  cultom  was  never  quite  univerfal,  and  the  old  rite  took  place  according  to 
conjedture,  within  five  or  fix  hundred  years.  Thefe  two  funeral  ceremonies  have 
diitinguillied  two  diftin6t  aeras  in  the  ancient  northern- hiftory.  The  firft  was  called 
the  Age  of  Fire,  and  the  fecond  the  Age  of  Hills,  which  laft  prevailed  till  Chrif- 
tianitv  triumphed  in  the  north. — Mallet’s  Northern  Antiq.  Vol.  II.  p,  341. 
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period,  when  the  improved  ftate  of 
fociety  under  the  Romans  enfured 
their  fecurity,  the  vallies  were 
cleared  of  wood,  and  towns  and 
villages  ereCfed  in  the  plains  near 
rivers,  which,  after  the  departure  of 
the  Romans,  became  the  refidence 
of  the  Saxons.  But  a  confiderable 
period  mult  have  elapfed  before 
thofe  important  changes  took  place, 
for  on  our  bleakelt  hills  we  find  the 
luxuries  of  the  Romans  introduced 
into  the  Britifh  fettlements,  flues, 
hypocaufts,  fluccoed  and  painted 
walls,  &c.  Yet  not  a  Angle  in- 
fcription  has  ever  been  difcovered 
in  any  one  of  the  Britifh  ^villages, 
that  can  throw  any  pofitive  light 
on  the  cerain  which  they  flourifhed, 
or  were  deferted,  for  a  more  tem¬ 
perate  and  lefs  expofed  climate. 

The  fcite  of  thefe  villages  is 
decidedly  marked  by  great  cavi¬ 
ties  and  irregularities  of  ground, 
and  by  a  black  foil ;  when  the 
moles  were  more  abundant,  nume¬ 
rous  coins  were  thrown  up  by 
them,  as  well  as  fragments  of  pot¬ 
tery,  of  different  fpecies.  On 
digging  in  the  excavations  we  find 
the  coarfe  Britifh  pottery,  and 
almoft:  every  fpecies  of  what  has 
been  called  Roman  pottery,  but 
which  I  conceive  to  have  been 
manufactured  by  the  Britons  from 
Roman  models ;  alfo  fibula)  and 
rings  of  brafs  worn  as  armillae  or 
bracelets,  flat-headed  iron  nails, 
hinges  of  doors,  locks  and  keys, 
and  a  variety  of  Roman  coins,  of 
which  the  fmall  brafs  of  the  lower 
empire  are  the  moft  numerous,  and 
particularly  thofe  of  the  Conftan- 
tine  family.  Of  the  larger  and 
firft  brafs  we  have  coins  of  Vefpa- 
fian,  Nerva,  Antoninus,  Trajan, 
Julia,  Mammaea,  and  the  elder 
Philip,  Gallienus,  and  Gratianus : 

Vol.  LI I.  or  Vol.  X.  New 


the  fmall  brafs  are  too  numerous  to 
particularize,  but  fome  of  the  fmal- 
left  are  remarkable,  having  only  a 
radiated  head  (often  very  rude) 
and  one  or  two  Roman  letters, 
which  perhaps  may  have  been 
ftruck  during  the  lateft  ftruggles 
between  the  Britons  and  Saxons. 

In  digging  within  thefe  Britifh 
villages,  we  have  rarely  difcovered 
any  figns  of  building  with  ftone  or 
flint ;  but  we  have  feveral  times 
found  very  thin  [tones  laid  as 
floors  to  a  room.  The  fire-places 
were  fmall  excavations  in  the 
ground,  in  which  we  have  fre¬ 
quently  found  a  large  flat  hearth- 
ftone ;  and  in  two  parts  of  this 
extenfive  village  we  have  difco¬ 
vered  hypocaults  fimilar  to  thofe 
in  the  Roman  villa  at  Pitmead 
near  Warmfhfter.  Thefe  are  re¬ 
gular  works  of  mafonry  made  in 
the  form  of  a  crofs,  and  covered 
with  large  flat  {tones  well  cemented 
by  mortar.  We  have  alfo,  during 
our  invefligation  of  this  fpot,  re¬ 
peatedly  found  pieces  of  painted 
ftucco,  and  of  brick  flues ;  alfo 
pit-coal,  and  fome  fragments  of 
glafs  or  cryftal  rings,  beads,  &c. 

In  one  of  the  banks  raifed  for 
the  old  habitation  at  B,  we  difco¬ 
vered  a  Ikeleton  with  its  head  laid 
towards  the  north  ;  at  its  feet  was 
a  fine  black  celt  ;  and  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  few  feet  was  a  bead.  In 
this,  as  well  as  in  the  generality 
of  other  Britifh  villages,  the  at¬ 
tentive  eye  may  eafily  trace  out 
the  lines  of  houfes,  and  the  ftreets, 
or  rather  hollow  ways  conducing 
to  them ;  thefe  are  particularly 
vifible  in  the  upper  village  on  the 
downs,  as  well  as  the  entrance  to 
it.  The  whole  adjoining  country 
is  alfo  ftrongly  marked  by  the  in- 
terfeftion  of  light  banks  along  the 
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fides  of  the  hills,  which  point  to 
us  the  limits  of  ancient  Britifh 
cultivation  ;  and  in  many  inftances 
the  fmallnefs  of  them  will  (how 
the  contra&ed  fcale  on  which  agri¬ 
culture  was  at  that  time  carried  on. 

That  this  ground  was  known  and 
occupied  by  the  Britons  at  a  very 
early  period,  the  interment  of  the 
fkeleton  with  the  black  celt  will 
amply  prove  ;  and  that  it  conti¬ 
nued  as  a  fettlement  of  the  Roma¬ 
nized  Britons  for  a  confiderable 
length  of  time,  will  be  eafily  fub- 
ftantiated  by  the  numerous  articles 
of  irdn,  pottery,  flues,  glafs,  and 
coins  that  have  been  dug  up  on 
this  fpot. 


On  the  Movements  of  King  Alfred 
previous  to  the  Battle  of  Eddington .  * 

( From  the  same.) 

ts  Such  is  the  account  given  of 
the  battle  of  Eddington  by  Affer, 
the  biographer  and  cotemporary  of 
king  Alfred,  by  which  we  learn, 
that  about  Eafter,  in  the  year 
878,  the  Saxon  monarch,  with  the 
affiflance  of  a  few  of  his  followers, 
conflru&ed  a  fort  at  Athelney,  from 
which  he  made  continual  excur- 
fions  againfthis  enemies  the  Danes. 
The  feventh  week  after  Eafier,  he 
quitted  his  retreat  in  Somerfetfhire, 
and  marched  to  a  place  called  Petra 
iEgbryhta,  or. the  Stone  of  i?Eg- 
bryht,  which  is  fituated  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  the  great  foreft  of 
Seiwobd.  There  he  was  met  by 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Somerfer, 
Wilts,  and  by  thofe  of  Hampfhire, 
who,  through  fear  of  the  Danes, 
had  not  been  obliged  to  crofs  the 
fea  for  fafety,  and  whofe  joy,  in 
feeing  their  beloved  monarch  alive, 


and  fafe  after  fuch  fevere  trials  and 
difafters,  was  very  great.  There 
they  encamped  for  one  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  the  king  removed  his 
camp  to  a  place  called  iEcglea, 
where  he  alfo  encamped  for  the 
night. 

On  the  next  morning  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Ethandum,  and  having 
there  fixed  his  ftandard,  commenc¬ 
ed  a  vigorous  attack  upon  the 
whole  Danilh  army,  which  he 
completely  defeated.  He  then  pur- 
fued  them  to  their  fortrefs,  before 
which  he  remained  encamped  for 
the  fpace  of  fourteen  days,  at  the 
end  of  which  term,  the  enemy, 
worn  out  with  hunger  and  fatigue, 
furrendered  at  difcretion.  A  treaty 
of  peace  was  propofed  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Danes,  many  of  whom 
embraced  Chriftianity,  and  Ga- 
drum  their  king  with  thirty 
of  his  moll  diftinguifhed  fol¬ 
lowers,  were  baptized  by  the 
hands  of  Alfred,  at  Auler  in  So¬ 
merfetfhire.  The  Danifh  king 
and  his  attendants  were  afterwards 
moft  honourably  received,  and  hof- 
pitably  entertained  by  the  Saxon 
monarch,  for  twelve  days,  in  his 
royal  villa  at  Wedmore. 

Topographical  writers  have  dif¬ 
fered  very  widely  in  opinion,  re- 
fpe&ing  the  line  of  march  taken 
by  Alfred,  from  Athelney  to  Ed¬ 
dington.  Camden,  and  his  anno- 
tutor  Gibfon,  agree  in  fixing  the 
fcene  of  a&ion  at  Eddington,  near 
Bratton.  The  latter  alfo  thinks 
that  Clay  Hill,  near  Warminfter 
might  have  been  the  iEcglea,  re¬ 
corded  by  Affer  under  that  title, 
and  by  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  under 
that  oi  Iglea,  but  gives  the  pre¬ 
ference  to  a  village  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  called  Leigh,  mean- 
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In g  Weftbury  Leigh,  before-men¬ 
tioned. 

Mr.  Milner,  in  his  hifiory  of 
Winchejier ,  places  the  fcene  of  ac¬ 
tion  at  Heddington,  between  De¬ 
vizes  and  Colne,  and  fuppofes  that 
the  fortrefs  to  which  the  Danes 
were  compelled  to  retreat,  was 
Oldbury. 

Mr.  Lyfons,  in  his  Britannia , 
(Berldhire,  p.  162.)  upon  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Dr.  Beke,  a  learned 
profefTor  at  Oxford,  has  transferred 
this  battle  to  a  third  Heddington, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hunger- 
ford  in  Berklhire,  making  the 
Englilh  army  take  a  forced  march 
of  thirty-five  miles,  from  Petra 
iEgbryhta,  which  he  allows  to 
have  been  Brixton,  in  Wiltlhire, 
to  iEcglea,  which  he  alfo  places  in 
Berklhire.* 

A  third,  and  ftill  more  extraor¬ 
dinary  opinion  refpediing  this 
battle,  has  been  ftarted  by  the 
late  learned  antiquary  Mr.  Whi¬ 
taker,  in  his  Life  of  St.  Neot.  In 
his  ufual  decifive  tone,  he  fays, 
Si  to  fettle  all  this  I  fhall  not  cite 
the  opinions  of  others,  but  produce 
my  own.  Others  have  almoft  uni¬ 
formly  agreed  to  fix  the  central 
point  of  the  whole,  the  place  of 
the  engagement,  at  Heddington, 
near  to  Bratton  Cafile,  and  not  far 
from  Weftbury,  ir.  Wiltlhire.  Cam¬ 
den  began,  Gibfon  followed  him, 
and  Mr.  Gough  has  followed  both. 
Yet  this  is  apparently  wrong. 
The  battle  was  fought  at  a  place 
much  further  to  the  north.  The 
Danes  feized  Chippenham,  where 
Alfred  fled,  and  at  Chippenham 
we  find  them  when  defeated  by 
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him.  Near  Chippenham  there¬ 
fore  the  battle  certainly  was/' 

I  fhall  now  analyze  the  above 
difcordant  opinions,  and  endeavour, 
if  poflible,  to  extract  the  truth. 
Of  the  fpot  fixed  upon  by  king 
Alfred,  for  his  retreat,  no  doubt 
has  been  entertained,  and  all  hif- 
torians  have  agreed  in  fixing  it  at 
Athelney  in  Somerfetlhire,  where 
the  event  has  been  recorded  on  an 
obelilk,  by  the  following  infcrip- 
tion :  — 

(S  King  Alfred  the  Great,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  879,  having 
been  defeated  by  the  Danes,  fled 
for  refuge  to  the  foreft  of  Athel¬ 
ney,  where  he  lay  concealed  from 
his  enemies  for  the  fpace  of  a  whole 
year.  He  foon  after  regained  the 
pofleflion  of  his  throne,  and  in 
grateful  remembrance  of  the  pro¬ 
tection  he  had  received  under  the 
favour  of  heaven,  eredled  a  mo- 
nailery  on  this  fpot,  and  endowed 
it  with  the  land  contained  in  the 
ifle  of  Athelney.  To  perpetuate 
the  memorial  of  fo  remarkable  an 
incident  in  the  life  of  that  illus¬ 
trious  prince,  this  edifice  was 
founded  by  John  Lade,  Efq.  of 
Manfel,  the  proprietor  of  Athel¬ 
ney  farm,  and  lord  of  North  Pc- 
therton,  A.D.  1801/* 

All  the  writers  alfo  agree  in 
terminating  the  firll  day*s  march 
of  the  Saxon  army  at  Petra  JEg- 
bryhta,  or  Brixton  Deverill,  but 
they  differ  widely  as  to  that  of 
the  fecond  day ;  Camden  and 
Gough,  having  fixed  AEcglea  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Clay  Hill ;  Bi- 
Ihop  Gibfon,  at  Weftbury  Leigh  ; 
Dr.  Beke,  having  transferred  it 


*  I  fhall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  fliow  how  very  erroneous  is  the  opinion  of  this 
author,  refpedting  feme  of  the  ftations  on  the  Roman  roads  in  our  country,  pubiifhecl 
in  the  Archmologia,  for  the  year  1806. 
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1nto  Berklhire,  and  Mr.  Whitaker, 
to  Highley  common,  near  Whad- 
don,  and  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Melk- 
Iham,  in  north  Wiltlhire.  A  va¬ 
riety  of  opinion  alfo  has  prevailed 
with  iefpeft  to  Ethandum,  and  in¬ 
deed  with  fome  reafon,  as  we  find 
two  places  in  Wiltlhire,  and  one 
in  Berkfhire,  bearing  the  name  of 
Eddington  and  Heddington.  Cam¬ 
den  places  it  near  Bratton  ;  Mr. 
Milner,  at  Heddington,  beyond 
Devizes ;  Mr,  Lyfons,  in  Berk- 
Ihire,  and  Mr.  Whitaker,  at 
Yatton,  in  North  Wiltlhire.  The 
opinion  of  the  latter  is  fo  lingular, 
and  fo  uhreafonable,  that  I  think 
it  right  to  lay  it  before  my  rea¬ 
ders.  He  fays,  “  the  prefent 
Yatton,  about  five  miles  to  the 
north-well  of  Chippenham,  is  the 
fair  reprefentative  of  Ethandum,  in 
the  hiftory.  But  the  battle  itfelf 
was  a  little  lower  on  the  Avon, 
even  at  Slaughterford ;  the  very 
name  of  which  denotes  what 
the  tradition  of  the  inhabitants 
has  handed  down,  concerning  a 
great  llaughter  of  the  Danes  in 
this  place.  So  happily  do  the 
local  circumllances  accord  with 
the  hillorical  reprefentation  !  Yet 
where  was  the  fortrefs  to  which 
the  routed  Danes  fled  ?  It  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  that  double  entrench¬ 
ment  in  Bury  Wood,  betwixt  Go¬ 
lem  and  North  Wraxall."  ( Life 
of  St.  Neotf  p.  26g.J 

I  lhall  now  endeavour  to  trace, 
with  accuracy  and  impartiality, 
the  line  of  march  purfued  by  king 
Alfred,  from  his  retreat  at  Athel- 
ney,  in  Somerfetlhire,  againft  the 
Danes,  who  were  llationed  at  Ed¬ 
dington,  in  Wiltlhire :  and  I 
ihould  hope  that  more  reliance 
would  be  placed  on  one  who  had 
frequently  examined  the  ground, 


than  on  thofe,  who  llrangers  to  the 
country,  have  made  ufe  of  maps  as 
their  guides,  and  the  vague  tradi¬ 
tions  of  former  hillorians,  as  the 
bafis  of  their  aflertions. 

If  we  look  at  a  map  of  Somer¬ 
fetlhire,  and  examine  the  line  of 
country  between  Athelney  and 
Brixton  Deverill,  we  lhall  plainly 
fee  that  the  direft  courfe  from  one  to 
the  other  would  pafs  near  Somer- 
ton,  Caftle  Cary,  Bruton,  and 
Maiden  Bradley.  Between  the 
two  latter  places  was  the  fpacious 
foreft  of  Selwood,  extending  from 
the  village  of  Pen,  to  the  town 
of  Wellbury.  Two  ancient  roads, 
the  one  Roman,  the  other  Britilh, 
paffed  through  this  foreft ;  the 
former  leading  from  Sorbiodunum, 
or  Old  Sarum,  through  Grovely 
and  Great  Ridge  Woods,  Monk- 
ton,  and  Brixton  Deverill,  and 
pointing  acrofs  the  Mendip  hills, 
to  the  Briftol  channel :  the  latter 
purfuing,  in  fome  degree,  the  fame 
courfe,  but  diverging  more  to  the 
fouth-weft  towards  the  Britilh  city 
of  Ifcalis,  now  Ilchefter.  This 
was  the  road  which  king  Alfred 
would  naturally  have  chofen.  From 
Caftle  Cary  or  Bruton,  he  would 
have  penetrated  through  Selwood, 
by  the  road  now  bearing  the  name 
of  Hardway,  which  leads  to  the 
fummit  of  a  hill  called  Kingfettle, 
upon  which  a  lofty  tower  was 
built  by  my  predeceflor  and  grand¬ 
father,  Henry  Hoare,  Efq.  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  king  Alfred.  A  tablet 
placed  under  the  effigy  of  the 
Saxon  monarch,  bears  the  follow¬ 
ing  infcription : — 

“  Alfred  the  Great,  A .  D.  879, 
on  this  fummit  ere&ed  his  ftan- 
dard  againft  Danifh  invaders.  To 
him  we  owe  the  origin  of  juries, 
and  the  creation  of  a  naval  force. 

Alfred, 
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Alfred,  the  light  of  a  benighted 
age,  was  a  philofopher,  and  a  Chrif- 
tian,  the  father  of  his  people;  and 
the  founder  of  Englifh  monarchy 
and  liberties.” 

From  this  eminence,  the  Britifh 
road  would  have  led  him  in  a  direft 
line  over  Kilmington  Common,  by 
Rodmead  farm,  to  the  vale  of  the 
Deverills,  and  to  Brixton,  or  the 
Petra  ASgbryhta,  where  his  firft 
day’s  fatiguing  inarch  terminated. 

On  the  fecond  day  he  marched 
to  iEcglea,  and  there  relied  for  the 
night.  If  this  halting-place  is 
fixed  at  Clay  Hill,  or  in  its 
neighbourhood,  the  army  mull 
have  diverged  conliderably  to  the 
north-well ;  from  a  defire,  pro¬ 
bably,  of  following  the  woodland 
tract,  and  avoiding  the  more  open 
and  expofed  country.  Silence  and 
fecrecy  were  the  watchwords  of 
the  day  ;  and  the  chief  object  of 
King  Alfred  was  to  furprife  the 
unfufpe&ing  Danes,  who  thought 
him  fecure  in  his  retreat  at  Athel- 
ney.  And  here  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  for  me  to  anfwer  fome  of  the 
obje&ions  made  by  former  writers, 
to  this  line  of  march.  I  lhall  not 
take  any  notice  of  the  fanciful  po-? 
fitions  of  Dr.  Beke,  and  Mr. 
Whitaker,  but  confine  myfelf  to 
thofe  of  the  learned  Camden  and 
his  annotator  Bilhop  Glbfon.  The 
latter  thinks  “  that  Wellbury 
Leigh  would  be  a  litter  fituation 
for  the  iEcglea  of  Affer,  and  the 
Chronicle ;  and  fays  that  Clay 
Hill  bears  no  marks  of  intrench- 
ments,  and  is  too  far  from  the 
fpot  where  the  battle  was  fought 
on  the  following  day  near  Edding¬ 
ton. ’’  Though  on  each  of  the 
firll  day’s  march,  Alfer  tells  us 
that  Alfred  encamped,  (t  caftrame - 
i, situs  eft”  we  are  not  to  imply 
that  he  raifcd  military  intrench. 
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ments,  for  the  fafety  or  conve 
nience  of  his  army  for  one  sight* 
There  are  indeed  evident  ligns  of 
raifed  earthern  works  round  Clay 
Hill,  but  they  bear  marks  of  much 
higher  antiquity,  and  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  attributed  to  the  Saxon 
monarch,  whofe  objefl  was  to  pro¬ 
ceed  flowly  and  fecretly  towards 
his  enemy ;  flowly  that  he  might 
afford  an  opportunity  for  his  friends 
from  dillant  parts  to  join  him  ; 
and  fecretly,  that  the  enemy  might 
gain  no  previous  intelligence  of 
his  hoflile  intentions,  all  of  which 
plans  would  have  been  counteract¬ 
ed,  had  he  (according  to  Bifhop 
Gihl'on,)  encamped  at  Weflbury 
Leigh,  a  place  adjoining,  and 
within  fight  of  Bratton  Caftle.  I 
think,  therefore,  iEcglea  ought  to 
be  placed  fomewhere  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Clay  Hill,  or  Bucley. 

Let  us  next  confider  the  events 
of  the  third  day,  which  at  length 
decided  the  fuperiority  of  the 
Saxon  monarch,  over  his  inveterate 
enemies  the  Danes.  The  village 
of  Eddington  correfponds  fo  well 
both  in  name  and  fituation  with 
the  Ethandum  of  rhe  Saxon  Chro¬ 
nicle,  that  I  (hall  not  hefitate  in 
placing  the  fcene  of  action  at  that 
place.  It  is  fituated  at  a  (hort 
diflance  from  Bratton,  under  the 
ridge  of  chalk  hills,  upon  a  bold 
point  of  which  Hands  the  fortrefs 
to  which  the  Danes  were  driven 
for  a  temporary  refuge.  The  ori¬ 
ginal  entrances  to  this  camp  are 
dill  ufed  as  a  thoroughfare  for  the 
road  to  Bratton  ;  and  in  a  valley 
to  the  eaflward  is  a  fine  perennial 
fpring,  called  Lockham,  near  which 
the  refidence  of  the  Danes  is  flili 
commemorated  in  the  name  of  a 
field  called  Danes  Ley. 

Lefs  would  have  been  written 
or  faid  on  this  memorable  fubjedl, 
[3  c  3]  had 
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had  authors  taken  the  pains  to 
examine  perfonally  the  local  fitua- 
tion,  or  line  of  country  through 
which  king  Alfred  would  naturally 
have  dire&ed  his  march.  In  the 
courfe  now  laid  down  before  our 
readers,  we  find  nothing  improba¬ 
ble,  and  even  etymology  need  not 
be  tortured  in  order  to  explain  the 
names  of  places  recorded  on  this 
occafion ;  for  we  find  the  Petra 
iEgbryhta  re-echoed  in  Brixton ; 
the  iEcglea,  in  Clay,  Clea,  or 
Bucley ;  and  the  Ethandune  in 
Eddington.  But  the  Cornilh  hif- 
torian,  Mr.  Whitaker,  difregard- 
ing  the  records  of  Affer  and  the 
Chronicle  in  this  inftance,  (though 
in  others  he  has  held  them  forth 
as  of  the  higheft  authority).  Teem¬ 
ing  to  differ  merely  for  difference 
fake,  and  in  his  di&atorial  tone 
exclaiming  — 

{t  Sic  volo,  sic  jubeo f  sit  pro  ratione  vo- 
lunta.j ” 

has  transferred  iEcglea  and  Ethan¬ 
dune  to  Highly  and  Yatton,  be- 
caufe,  in  looking  over  Mr.  Gough's 
Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia, 
he  has  found  a  place  named  Slaugh- 
terford,  and  a  camp  adjoining. 
Such  a  topographical,  intelli¬ 
gent,  and  feducing  author  is  Mr. 
Whitaker,, 


On  the  Rank  of  Frankelein,  From 
Illuji rations  of  Gower  and  Chau¬ 
cer .  By  the  Rev,  El.  J.  Todd. 

<s  The  E'rankelein,”  fays  Mr. 
Strutt,  <(  is  here  delineated  as  a 
true  fon  of  Epicurus :  his  drefs, 
unfortunately,  is  not  defcribed ; 
and  we  only  learn,  that  he  wore 
an  anelace  or  knife  >  and  a  gypfere 
or  purfe  of  white  flk,  hanging  at 
his  girdle/*  See  Habits  of  the 


People  of  Eng.  ii.  279.  The 
painting  in  the  manufcript  fupplies, 
in  fome  degree,  the  deficiency  la¬ 
mented.  He  is  there  drawn  in  a 
furcoat  of  red,  lined  with  blue, 
with  bars  or  firlpes  of  fringe  or 
lace  over  it.  His  hair  and  beard 
are  fnow-white.  He  wears  a  fmall 
blue  hat,  turned  up.  His  boots 
are  black.  His  white  lilk  purfe  is 
vifible,  but  not  his  knife.  His 
left  hand  is  on  his  breaft,  as  if  he 
were  relating  fome  ftriking  cir- 
cumftance.  In  a  word,  the  minia¬ 
ture  prefents  him  as  a  moil  refpec- 
table  old  gentleman. 

Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  has  not  fufficiently  illuf- 
trated  the  rank  and  character  of 
the  Frankelein.  He  fays,  that 
Fortefcue,  de  L.L.  Ang.  c.  29, 
defcribes  a  Franklain  to  be  a  Rater 

familial - -magnis  ditatus  pojfef- 

fionibus.  He  is  claffed  with,  but 
after,  the  miles  and  armiger ,  and 
is  difiinguilhed  from  the  lib  ere  te- 
nentes  and  valeffi,  though*  as  it 
(hould  feem,  the  only  real  diftinc- 
tion  between  him  and  other  free¬ 
holders  confifted  in  the  largenefs 
of  his  efcate.  Spelman ,  in  v.  Franke¬ 
lein,  quotes  the  following  paffage 
from  Trivet’s  Fr.  Chronicle,  MS. 
Bibl.  R .  S,  n.  56,  <c  Thomas  de- 
Brotherton,  filius  Edwardi  I.  Ma- 
refchallus  Angliae,  apres  la  mort 
de  fon  pere  efpofa  la  fille  de  mi 
Francheleyn  apelee  Alice.”  The 
hiftorian  did  not  think  it  worth 
his  while  even  to  mention  the  name 
of  the  Frankelein. 

But  let  us  attend  to  the  very 
curious  diftin&ion  made  by  Wa- 
terhous,  in  his  Commentary  on 
Fortefcue;  which  indeed  may  ex¬ 
plain  other  defignations  given  by 
the  poet  to  this  refpetlable  charac¬ 
ter,.  iC  Rater  familial ,*  fays  the 

com- 
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commentator,  f<  imports  one  Qui 

fid  juris  efl ,  nullique  addiSius  man - 
c/^/0,  called  the  father  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  ;  Non  quod  familiam  fed  jus 
families  habet>  as  the  lawyers  fay. 
This  we  in  England  anciently  called 
the  Good  Man.  And  the  old  dames, 
in  my  memory,  were  wont  to  call 
their  hufhands,  my  Good  Man . 
Later  times,  more  gentilized,  diffi 
card  that  name  from  all  mouthes 
but  thofe  that  are  plebeian,  and 
though  it  be  enunciative  of  Frank- 
laynes ;  that  is,  free  liers,  and 
owners  of  land  ;  in  which  fenfe, 
Swaine-Mote  is  the  name  of  the 
Con<ventus  liber e  tenentium;  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  old  euftom  or  law, 
Swaine-motum  ter  in  anno;  yet  it 
is  now  not  much  fet  by  ;  though, 
from  this  condition  of  them,  there 
are  many  now  grown  into  families, 
now  called  Franklin ,  who  are  men 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex  and 
other  parts  magnis  ditati  poffefjioni - 
bus;  which  the  text  exprefieth,  to 
fet  out  this  Paterfamilias  by.  And 
thi  sis  an  argument  of  much  wealth. 
For  therefore  he,  that  is  the  Pater 
familias  here,  is  counted  ditatus , 
becaufe  he  has  poffieffiones ,  not  like 
thofe  Afcriptitii ,  which  were  a  fort 
of  hufbandmen  that  bound  them- 
felves  by  indenture  to  till  the 
ground,  promifing  not  to  depart 
till  their  manumiffion  ;  nor  as  pof- 
feffours  of  the  one  onely  farm  or 
manlion  they  live  in,  but  [of] 
many  farmes  and  portions  of  lands 
[which]  they  demife  to  others, 
and  thofe  not  only  in  their  own 
county  wherein  they  live  and  in 
which  they  are  members,  but  in 
other  (hires  :  and  not  onely  copy- 
hold, which  is  a  badge  of  villenage, 
but  freeholds ;  yea,  and  thofe  not 
onely  tenancies,  but  even  capitall 
mefTuages,  and  chiefe  mannors  3 
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by  reafon  whereof  they  are  drawn 
fometimes  to  bearc  offices  in  for- 
raign  counties  upon  extraordinary 
occalion  ;  and  have  opportunity  to 
place  their  children  apart,  when 
their  age  and  their  parents’  plea- 
fure  is  they  Ihould  marry,  or  be 
bellowed  in  a  courfe  of  life  to  live 
upon  what,  by  their  fatherly  gift, 
is  become  their  own  :  and  as  many 
pofTeffions  in  number,  fo  large  in 
their  extent,  noble  in  their  royalty, 
and  rich  in  their  revenue.  For 
of  this  race  of  men,  who  were  and 
are  but  plain  Good  Man ,  and  John , 
and  Thomas ,  many  in  Kent  and 
Middlefex  efpecially,  belides  fpar - 
Jim  in  every  feverall  county,  have 
been  of  knight’s  eftate,  who  could 
difpend  many  hundreds  a  year,  and 
yet  put  up  to  raife  daughters5  por¬ 
tions.  Yea,  fo  ambitious  are 
many  of  them  to  be  Gentlemen ,  that 
they  by  plentiful  living  obtaine 
the  courtelie  of  being  called  M after , 
and  written  Gentlemen :  and  their 
pofterities,  by  being  bred  to  learn¬ 
ing  and  law,  either  in  univerlities 
or  inns  of  chancery  and  court,  turn 
perfed  fparks  and  lifted  gallants, 
companions  to  knights  and  efquires, 
and  often  adopted  into  thofe  or¬ 
ders.  And  from  this  fourfe,  which 
is  no  ignoble  one,  have  rifen  many 
of  the  now  flouriftiing  gentry.” 
388. 

The  words,  in  the  preceding 
extract,  ((  by  reafon  whereof  they 
are  drawn  fometimes  to  beare  offices 
in  FORRAIGN  COUNTIES  upon  ex¬ 
traordinary  occajionf *  may  be  con- 
fidered,  in  fome  degree,  as  expla¬ 
natory  of  the  chara£ier,  affigned 
by  the  poet  to  the  Frankelein,  of  a 
Countour;  a  word,  as  Mr.  Tyr- 
whitt  has  obferved,  which  has 
been  changed  in  Urry’s  edition  of 
Chaucer,  upon  what  authority  we 

[3^4]  are 
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are  yet  to  learn,  into  Coroner ; 
which  Mr.  Warton,  however,  has 
adopted,  and  illull rated,  in  calling 
it  “  an  office  anciently  executed 
by  gentlemen  of  the  greateft  refped 
and  property.’'  Hi  ft,  Eng.  Poet, 
i.  438.  Yet  Countour ,  the  genuine 
reading  of  the  manufcripts,  feems 
unacceptable  to  Mr.  Tyrwhitt. 
il  It  is  not  eafy,”  he  alleges, 
“  to  fay  what  office  is  meant.  1 
have  a  notion  that  the  foreman  of 
the  inqueft  in  the  hundred. court 
was  called  a  Count  our ;  but  the 
law-gloffaries  do  not  take  notice 
of  any  fuch  fenfe  of  the  word,  and 
I  cannot  at  prefent  produce  any 
thing  {Longer  in  fupport  of  it  than 
the  following  paffiage  of  Robert  of 
Glouceller,  p.  558  ;  fpeaking  of 
an  hundred-court  fummoned  by  the 
Cp.nftable  of  Glouceller  Caftle,  he 
fays,  that — 

He  hald  this  hundred  mid  great-folk  and 
honour, 

And  Adam  of  Arderne  was  is  [his]  chef 
Count-our. 

Though  this  may  poffibly  mean 
that  Adam  aded  as  accomptant  or 
Howard  of  the  court," 

The  rank  of  the  Frankelein  at 
the  fejfions  of  the  peace ,  is  alfo  mi¬ 
nutely  examined  by  the  fanpe  cri- 
tick,  in  this  remark. “  The  juftices, 
by  the  Hat.  34  Ed.  III.  cP  1.  were 
to  be  in  each  county,  i(  un  feig- 
neur  et  pvefque  lui  trois  cu  quatre 
dps  ipeultz  vauez;  du  countee,  en- 
femblement  ove  afeuns  ffiges  de  la 
ley.”  A  wealthy  Frankelein 
might  perhaps  be  commiffioned  un¬ 
der  this  defeription  ;  but  I  know 
not  how  he  could  be  a  knight  of 
the  fhire,  as  they  by  46  Edw.  III. 
were  to  be  Chine  ale  r$  et  Serjantz 
des  metflx  neguez  du  pais ;  unlefs  we 
fuppofe  either  that  the  rank  of 


ferjant  (efquire)  was  as  undefined 
as  it  is  now,  or  that  his  office  of 
jufiice  made  him  an  efquire  within 
the  meaning  of  the  ad." 

The  luxurious  hofpitality  of  the 
Frankelein  has  occafioned  the  poet 
to  bellow  on  him  the  title  of  feint 
Julian  ;  a  faint,  as  Mr.  Tyrwhitt 
has  obferved,  diftinguilhed  for  pro¬ 
viding  his  votaries  with  good 
lodgings  and  accommodation  of  all 
forts.  Simon  the  leper,  at  whofe 
houfe  our  Saviour  lodged  in  Be¬ 
thany,  is  called,  fays  Mr.  Warton, 
in  the  Legends,  Julian  the  good 
herhoronv ,  andbiffiop  of  Bethphage. 
In  the  title  of  his  Legend,  MS, 
Bodl.  1596.  fol.  4.  St.  Julian , 
Mr.  Tyrwhitt  adds  is  called  “  the 
gode  herbejoiir  ;  the  Legend  ending 
thus : 

Therfore  vet  to  this  day  thei  that  over 
loud  wende, 

Hei  biddeth  Seint  Julian  anon  that  gode 
herberw  he  hem  fende, 

And  Seint  Julianes  Pater  nofter  of’te  fcg- 
geth  alio, 

For  his  fader  soule  and  his  moderes,  that 
he  hem  bring  therto. 

Mr.  Tyrwhitt  refers  to  the  plea- 
fant  Tale  of  Boccacio  in  the  De¬ 
cameron  (Day  2.  Nov.  2.)  as  an 
illullration  of  the  virtue  of  Julian’s 
Pater-nofter. 

The  precife  import  of  Vanjafour , 
by  which  name  the  Frankelein  is 
alfo  defignated,  is  often,  fays  Mr. 
Tyrwhitt,  as  obfeure  as  its  origi¬ 
nal.  See  Du  Cange  in  V.  and  La- 
combe,  Did.  du  vieux  Lang.  Fr. 
in  V.  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  confiders  the 
word  here  as  meaning  the  whole 
clafs  of  middling  landholders. 

I  will  not  difmifs  the  Franke¬ 
lein  without  Mr.  Warton’s  happy 
obfervation,  that  (t his  impatience 
if  his  fauces  were  not  fufficlently 
ppignant,  and  every  article  of  his 

dinner 
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dinner  in  due  form  and  readinefs,  is  Dairy mple  obferves  in  his  Effay 
touched  with  the  hand  of  Pope  or  on  feudal  Property,  p.  iS,  that 

Soileau.”  we  meet  t^ie  term  rva<va- 

_  .  four  or  rear-vaffial  (vide  LL.  Wil- 


On  the  T itle  of  Val-vafour  or  V ava- 
four.  From  the  Ge?itlemaris  Ma¬ 
gazine, 

Temple ,  June  I. 

Mr.  Urban, 

In  the  old  law  books  we  fre¬ 
quently  meet  with  the  word  V al - 
vafour  or  Vavafour ,  as  a  name  of 
dignity  ;  but,  as  INI r.  Juftice 
Blackftone  fays,  “  Our  legal  anti, 
quaries  are  not  agreed  upon  their 
origin  or  office.”  I  fhould  be 
happy,  through  your  Magazine, 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  curi¬ 
ous  to  this  fubjeiL 

It  is  well  known  that  the  feudal 
policy,  which  had  eftablifhed  itfelf 
upon  the  ruins  of  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire,  was  not,  in  its  ftriilnefs,  in¬ 
troduced  into  this  illand  until  the 
Conquefl  by  William  I.  who  had 
no  fooner  eftablifhed  himfelf  on  the 
Britifh  throne,  than  he  took  mea- 
fures  for  introducing  the  feudal 
fyftem  into  England,  which  he  ef¬ 
fected  by  confent  of  the  general 
council  held  at  Sarum  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  we  find  a  great  part  of 
Domefday  Book  taken  up  with  an 
account  of  the  change  of  a  great 
part  of  the  lands  of  the  kingdom 
from  allodial  into  charter  land,  or 
feuds;  and  the  tenants  of  fuch  lands 
thus  became  vaffals  of  the  crown. 
The  feudal  fyftem  being  eftablifhed, 
the  immediate  tenants  of  the  crown 
parcelled  out  their  pofleffions  to 
their  vaffals,  to  be  held  by  feudal 
fer vices ;  and  thefe  vaffals  of  the 
lord  thus  became  what  the  feudal 
books  call  rear -vaffals,  and  their 
cftates  rear-fief  $  (Sp.  of  L.  631,  c, 
25.);  and  then  it  is,  as  Sir  John 


liam  the  Conqueror,  24;  LL.  Hen. 
I.  7  and  27.) 

During  this  general  revolution 
of  landed  property,  it  is  notorious 
wThat  ftruggles  were  made  by  many 
of  our  Saxon  anceftors  to  preferve 
their  ancient  tenures ;  witnefs  the 
cuftom  of  Gavelkind  in  Kent,  and 
many  others ;  which  fhews  the 
great  difinclination  of  the  people  to 
exchange  their  antient  freedom  for 
the  burthenfome  and  complicated 
flavery  of  the  feudal  tenures ;  and 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  Nor¬ 
man  barons  would  find  it  their  in- 
tereft  to  employ  one  of  their  Eng- 
lifh  tenants  as  a  fort  of  fteward,  to 
whom  they  might  delegate  that 
authority,  the  exercife  of  which, 
in  their  own  perfons,  would  be  fo 
odious  to  their  vaffals ;  and,  as  a 
reward  for  fuch  fervices,  might 
grant  large  portions  of  land  to  fuch 
reprefentatives,  to  hold  by  fuch 
fervices  as  would  moft  refemble 
their  old  tenures,  i.  e .  focage  ;  the 
nature  of  their  office  not  admitting 
of  military  fervice.  Thefe  men, 
into  whofe  hands  the  barons  had 
refigned  the  management  of  their 
eftates,  and  in  whom  they  would 
naturally  repofe  great  confidence, 
might  perhaps  be  called  by  their 
Norman  matters,  Vavitz-vofiauXy 
i.  e.  their  chief  vaffals,  a  name 
eafily  corrupted  into  Vavafaux^  or 
Vavafours.  I  am  aware  it  may  be 
objected,  that  the  great  enmity 
which  fubfifted  for  fome  time  after 
the  Conqueft  between  the  Normans 
and  Englifh  would  prevent  appoint¬ 
ments  of  this  fort  from  being  ge¬ 
neral ;  but,  whatever  might  be 
their  popular  fentiment,  the  con¬ 
duit 
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du£t  of  Tome  individuals  amongll 
the  Englifh  might  be  fucli  as  to 
remove  that  jealoufy  with  which 
they  were  looked  upon  by  their 
Norman  mailers  ;  and,  in  fuch  cafe, 
that  very  enmity  would  be  the 
flrongeft  inducement  to  interpofe, 
between  the  lord  and  his  vaffals, 
one  of  their  own  body.  The  ad¬ 
vantages  which  would  naturally 
accrue  to  thofe  who  adopted  this 
plan,  would  induce  others  to  follow 
the  example,  and  facrifice  their 
prejudices  to  their  intereft ;  and  as 
moil  of  the  Normans  poiTeiTed  ef- 
tates  in  France,  their  frequent  viiits 
to  their  own  country  w’ould  in- 
creafe  the  neceffity  of  their  entruft- 
ing  the  care  of  their  Englifh  eilates 
to  fome  one  likely  to  conciliate  the 
vaffals.  Thefe  men  then  being  the 
immediate  reprefentatives  of  the 
barons  (and  by  the  term  barons'  1 
would  be  underilood  all  the  king’s 
military  tenants  in  capite  who  were 
liable  to  be  furamoned  to  council) 
and  next  in  authority,  might  well 
be  called  by  Bra&on,  (<  Viri  mag- 
ris  dignitatis;”  being,  as  Lord 
Coke  calls  them  (2  Jnfl.  667.) 
“  Vidames  et  vicedomini  and 
next  in  rank  to  their  lords,  as 
Camden  fays,  t(  Vavafores  vel 
Valvafores  proximi  poll  Barones 
locum  olim  tenuerunt.” 

That  thefe  Vavafours  were  rear- 
vaffals,  and  not  tenants  in  capite , 
may  be  gathered  from  the  law  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  24,  which 
fixes  the  relief  of  a  Vavafour  “  ad 
Iegitimum  fuum  Dominum :  whereas 
in  the  two  laws  next  preceding  the 
reliefs  of  an  earl  and  a  baron  are 
fixed,  and  it  is  faid,  “  quod  ad 
re  gem  pertinet and  this  feems  to 
have  been  the  opinion  of  Sir  John 
Dairy mple  ( loco  citato J;  for  though 
he  fpeaks  of  Vavafours  or  Rear- 


vaffals  as  fynonymous  terms,  he 
mull  be  underilood  only  that  the 
Vavafours  were  Rear- vaffals,  and 
not  e  converfo ;  for  that  would 
clearly  not  be  true. 

As  to  the  tenures  of  thefe  Vava¬ 
fores,  I  apprehend  it  was  free  fo- 
cage,  which  is  defined  by  Finch 
(L.  147)  to  be  i(  a  tenure  done 
out  of  war /’  a  definition  which 
will  well  Hand  with  the  duties  I 
have  above  fuggelled  as  probably 
affigned  to  them  ;  befides,  we  find 
in  the  old  books  Vavafories  are 
always  clalfed  with  focage  and 
burgage  lands,  which,  in  early 
times,  defcended  to  all  the  children 
of  the  tenant  alike,  and  not  to  the 
eldell  fon,  as  was  the  cafe  of  lands 
holden  in  chivalry  ;  thus,  in  an 
old  treatife,  u  De  Succefiionibus 
apud  Anglos/’  London,  1699,  the 
author,  in  tracing  the  hiftory  of 
hereditary  defcents,  has  this  paf- 
fage:  t(  If  we  come  nearer  home, 
to  the  Normandy  laws,  there  are 
two  kinds  of  land,  pariable ,  or  not 
partable ;  the  lands  that  are  part- 
able  are  all  rva<vafariesi  burgage sy 
and  fuch  like ,  which  are  much  in 
the  nature  of  our  focage  lands  ;  thefe 
defccnd  to  all  the  fons,  &c.  (p. 
24.)  And  the  fame  author  (p.  45), 
fpeaking  of  the  rule  of  defcent  by 
primogeniture  of  lands  held  in  chi¬ 
valry,  fays,  “  They  introduced  a 
parity  in  the  fucceffion  of  lands,  of 
other  tenures,  as  focage  or  ‘vanoafo- 
ries  ;  and  Glanvil,  fpeaking  of  the 
rule  of  defcents  in  his  time  (1.  7. 
c.  5,)  makes  no  particular  mention 
of  Vavafories,  but  confines  himfelf 
to  military  tenures  and  focage, 
which  latter  he  Hates  to  be  the 
only  partable  lands  ;  a  ftrong  proof 
that  Vavafories  were  by  him  con- 
fidered  as  focage  lands,  (See  alfo 
the  Mirror,  c.  1.  §  3.)  It  may  be 
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objected  to  me,  that  the  relief  of 
a  Vavafour,  fixed  by  the  law  of 
William  the  Conqueror  before 
cited,  fhews  that  their’s  was  a 
military  tenure  ;  to  this  I  anfwer, 
that  though  Briton  (c.  66)  fays 
that  no  relief  can  be  demanded  for 
focage  lands,  yet  all  focmen  paid  a 
year’s  rent  to  the  lord  (Lett. 
§  126);  which  Bradlon  calls 

“  quaedam  praeftatio  loco  relevii  in 
recognitionem  domini but  as  it 
is  probable  that  thefe  Vavafours 
frequently  held  by  homage,  fealty, 
and  curtain  fervice,  'without  rent , 
the  law  was  probably  made,  that 
the  lords  might  not  he  deprived  of 
a  relief  for  fo  confiderable  a  part 
of  their  land  as  thefe  Vavafours, 
it  is  probable,  frequently  held ; 
and  the  very  enactment  of  this 
law  proves  diftinftiy  that  the  te¬ 
nure  was  not  military  ;  for  if  it 
had  been,  a  relief  would  have  been 
due  of  common  right,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  quantity  of  land  held. 

I  fear  I  have  already  trefpafled 
too  far  upon  your  valuable  pages  ; 
but  I  cannot  conclude  without  ob- 
ferving,  that  it  is  to  me  no  flight 
confirmation  of  the  opinion  I  have 
above  advanced,  as  to  the  origin 
and  office  of  Vavafours,  that  it 
alfo  accounts  for  their  gradual  de¬ 
cline  ;  for,  if  I  am  right  in  my 
idea  of  their  origin,  they  would 
of  courfe  fall  into  difufe  when 
Normandy  was  feparated  from 
England :  for  the  barons,  then 
making  England  their  home,  would 
become  naturalized,  as  national 
prejudice  wore  off,  and  the  lands 
of  the  Vavafours  being  partable, 
would,  in  procefs  of  rime,  be  fo 
divided  as  to  Ieqve  no  trace  of 
their  antienr  dignity  in  the  extent 
ol  the  pofleffions  enjoyed  by  their 
defcendants  j  and  1  think  it  highly 


[769 

probable,  that  few,  if  any,  Vava- 
fories  were  granted  after  the  reign 
of  Henry  III.  when  we  learn  from 
Bradon  (1.2.  c.  30,  31),  that  fo¬ 
cage  lands  firft  fell  into  the  rule  of 
fuccefiion  by  primogeniture,  which 
may  in  fome  meafure  account  for 
the  great  obfcurity  in  which  this 
fubjed  has  fo  long  remained  ;  for  I 
find  no  mention  of  a  Vavafour  in 
any  book  later  than  Richard  II. 
when  Chaucer  wrote,  who  in  his 
Frankelein’s  Prologue  has  this 
verfe  : 

u  At  feffions  there  was  lie  lord  and  fcire, 
Ful  oft  time  lie  was  knight  of  the  fhire, 

A  ihereve  hadde  he  been,  and  a  coro- 
nour, 

Was  no  wher  fwiclie  a  worthy  vavafour 

And  this  I  think  by  no  means  con- 
clufive  to  (hew,  that  the  office  ex¬ 
ilic  d  in  Chaucer’s  time,  more  than 
our  modern  addition  of  efquire,  as 
a  name  of  worfhip,  fnews  that  the 
office  of  efquire  exifts  at  this  day  ; 
the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  dignity 
of  marquis.  It  is  poffible,  that 
before  the  memory  of  the  ancient 
office  of  Vavafour  was  loft,  the 
term  might  have  been  ufed  as  a 
common  addition  of  refped. 


\ 

?f  The  Embajfage  of  Mr .  Edmund 
Hogan ,  one  of  the  S'worne  Ef- 
quires  of  her  Mart’s  P erf  on,  from 
her  Highnejfe  to  Mully  Abdelme- 
lech ,  Emperour  of  Morocco,  and 
King  of  Fes  and  Sus,  in  the  Yeare 
1577.  Written  by  himfelfe . — > 
From  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine . 

“  I  Edmund  Hogan,  being  ap¬ 
pointed  embafifadour  from  the 
Queen’s  Ma’tie  to  the  abovenamed 
Emperour  and  King  Mully  Abdel- 
riielech,  departed  with  my  company 
arid  fervarits  from  London  the  2  2d 

April, 
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April,  15:77,  being  imbarked  in 
the  good  fhip  called  the  Gallion, 
of  London,  and  arrived  in  Aflfafi, 
a  port  of  Barbary,  the  21ft  of 
May  next  following.  Immediately 
I  fent  Leonell  Egerton  afhoare 
with  my  letters  dire&ed  to  John 
Williams,  and  John  Bampton,  who 
difpatched  a  trottero  to  Morocco 
to  know  the  King’s  pleafure  for 
my  repaire  to  the  court,  which 
letters  came  to  theire  hands  on  the 
Thurfday  night.  They  with  all 
fpeed  gave  the  King  underftanding 
of  it,  who  being  glad  thereof, 
fpeeded  the  next  day  certaine  cap- 
taines,  with  foldiers  and  tents, 
with  other  provifion,  to  Azafi  ;  fo 
that  upon  Whitfunday  at  night, 
the  faid  captaines,  with  John 
Bampton,  Robert  Wafhborne,  and 
Robert  Lion,  and  the  King’s  offi¬ 
cers,  came  late  to  Azafi.  In  the 
meane  time  I  remained  aboard,  and 
caufed  forne  of  the  goods  to  be 
difcharged,  for  lightning  of  the 
fhip  ;  and  I  wrote  in  my  letter 
that  I  would  not  lande  till  I  knew 
the  King’s  pleafure.  The  2 2d 
day,  being  Saturday,  the  Mark- 
fpeed  arrived  in  the  roade  about 
two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoone. 
The  27th  day,  being  Whitfunday, 
came  aboard  the  Gallion,  John 
Bampton,  and  others,  giving  me 
to  underhand  how  much  the  King 
rejoy ced  of  my  fafe  arrivall,  com¬ 
ing  from  the  Queen’s  Ma’tie ; 
and  how  that  for  my  fafe  conduct 
to  the  court  he  had  fent  four  cap* 
taines,  and  an  hundred  fouldiers 
well  appointed,  with  a  horfe 
furnifhed,  which  he  ufed  himfelf 
to  ride  on,  with  all  other  furni¬ 
ture  accordingly  ;  they  wifhed  me 
alfo  to  come  on  land  in  the  belt 
order  I  could,  as  well  for  myfelf 
as  my  men,  which  1  did,  having 


to  the  number  of  ten  men,  whereof 
three  were  trumpeters.  The  fhips 
being  four,  appointed  themfelves  in 
the  belt  order  they  could,  for  the 
beftjhew,  and  fhott  off  all  theire 
ordinance,  to  the  value  of  twenty 
marks  in  powder.  At  my  coming 
afhoare,  I  found  all  the  fouldiers 
well  appointed  on  horfeback,  the 
captaines  and  govern’r  of  the  towne 
(landing  as  neer  the  water  fide  as 
they  could  with  a  jennet  of  the 
King’s,  and  rec’d  me  from  the 
boate,  declaring  how  glad  his 
Ma’tie  was  of  my  fafe  arrivall, 
coming  from  the  Queen’s  Ma’tie 
my  miftrefle,  and  that  he  had  fent 
them  to  attend  upon  me,  it  being 
his  pleafure  that  I  fhould  tarrie 
there  on  fhoare  five  or  fix  dayes 
for  my  refrefhing  fo  being  mount¬ 
ed  upon  the  jennet,  they  conduced 
me  through  the  towne  into  a  faire 
fielde  upon  the  fea  fide,  where 
there  was  a  tent  provided  for  me, 
and  all  the  ground  fpread  with 
Turkie  carpets,  and  the  caftle  dif¬ 
charged  a  peale  of  ordinance,  and 
all  things  necefiarie  were  brought 
into  my  tent,  where  I  both  tooke 
my  table  and  lodging,  and  had 
other  convenient  tents  for  my  fer- 
vants.  The  fouldiers  inviron’d 
the  tents,  and  watched  about  us 
day  and  night  as  long  as  I  lay 
there,  altho’  I  fought  my  fpeedier 
difpatch.  On  the  Wednefday  to¬ 
wards  night,  I  tooke  my  horfe, 
and  travelled  ten  miles  to  the  firft 
place  of  water  that  wee  could  finde, 
and  there  pitched  our  tents  ’till 
the  next  morning,  and  fo  traveled 
till  ten  of  the  clock,  and  then 
pitched  our  tents  ’till  four,  and  fo 
traveled  as  long  as  day  light  would 
fuffcr,  about  twenty-fix  miles  that 
day.  The  next  day  being  Fryday, 

I  traveled  in  like  order  but  eight- 

and- twenty 
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and-twenty  miles  at  the  mod  ;  and 
by  a  river,  being  about  fix  miles 
within  fight  of  the  city  of  Moroc¬ 
co,  wee  pitched  our  tents.  Imme¬ 
diately  after  came  all  our  Englifh 
merchants,  and  the  French  on 
horfeback,  to  meete  me ;  and  be¬ 
fore  night  there  came  an  alcayde 
from  the  King  with  fiftie  men,  and 
divers  mules  laden  with  vi&uall 
and  banket  for  my  fupper,  declar¬ 
ing  unto  me  how  glad  the  King 
fhewed  himfeife  to  hear  of  the 
Queen’s  Ma’tie,  and  that  his  plea- 
fure  was  I  fhould  be  received  into 
his  countrey  as  never  any  Chriftian 
the  like ;  and  delired  to  know 
what  time  the  next  day  I  would 
come  into  his  citie,  becaufe  he 
would  that  all  the  Chriftians,  as 
alfo  his  nobilitie,  fhould  meete  me  ; 
and  willed  John  Bampton  to  be 
with  him  early  in  the  morning, 
which  he  did.  About  feven  of  the 
clock,  being  accompanied  with  the 
French  and  Englifh  merchants,  and 
a  great  number  of  fouldiers,  I 
palled  towards  the  citie,  and  by 
that  time  I  had  traveled  two  miles, 
there  met  me  all  the  Chriftians  of 
the  Spaniards  and  Portugals  to  re¬ 
ceive  me,  which  I  know  was  more 
by  the  King’s  commandment  then 
of  any  good  wills  of  themfelves ; 
for  fome  of  them,  although  they 
fpeake  me  faire,  hungdowne  theire 
heads  like  dogs,  and  efpecially  the 
Portugals ;  and  I  countenanced 
them  accordingly.  So  I  palled  on, 
’till  I  came  within  two  Englifh 
miles  of  the  citie  ;  and  then  John 
Bampton  returned,  fhewing  me 
that  the  King  was  fo  glad  of  my 
coming,  that  he  could  not  devile 
to  doe  too  much,  to  lhew  the  good 
will  that  he  did  owe  to  the  Queen’s 
Ma’tie  and  her  realme,  His 
counfellors  met  me  without  the 
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gates  ;  and  at  the  entrie  of  the 
gates,  his  footmen  and  guard  were 
placed  on  both  Tides  of  my  horfe, 
and  fo  brought  me  to  the  King’s 
palace.  The  King  fate  in  his 
chaire,  with  his  counfell  about  him, 
as  well  the  Moores  as  the  Elchies; 
and,  according  to  his  order  given 
unto  me  before,  I  there  declared 
my  metTage  in  Spanifh,  and  made 
deliverie  of  the  Queen’s  Ma’t’s 
letters,  and  all  that  I  fpake  at  that 
prefent  in  Spanifh,  he  caufed  one  of 
his  Elchies  to  declare  the  fame  to 
the  Moores  prefent  in  the  Larbe 
tongue ;  which  done,  he  anfwered 
me  againe  in  Spanifh,  yeelding  to 
the  Queen’s  Ma'tie  great  thankes, 
and  offering  himfeife  and  his  coun¬ 
trey  to  be  at  her  Grace’s  comand- 
ment ;  and  he  comanded  certaine 
of  his  counfellors  to  conduct  me  to 
my  lodging,  not  being  farr  from 
the  court.  The  houfe  was  faire, 
after  the  fafhion  of  that  countrey, 
being  dayly  well  furnifhed  with  all 
kitide  of  vicluall  at  the  King’s 
charge.  The  fame  night  he  fent 
for  me  to  the  court,  and  I  had  con¬ 
ference  with  him  about  the  fpace 
of  two  houres ;  where  I  throughly 
declared  the  charge  co’mitted  unto 
me  from  her  Ma’tie,  finding  him 
conformable,  willing  to  pleafure, 
and  not  to  urge  her  Ma’tie  with 
any  demands,  more  then  conveni¬ 
ently  fhe  might  willingly  confent 
unto,  hee  knowing  that  out  of  his 
countrey  the  realme  of  England 
might  be  better  ferved  with  lackes, 
then  he  in  comparifon  from  us. 
Further,  he  gave  me  to  underhand, 
that  the  King  of  Spain  had  fent 
unto  him  for  a  licence  that  an  em- 
baffadour  of  his  might  come  into 
his  countrey,  and  had  made  great 
meanes,  that  if  the  Queen’s  Ma’tie 
of  England  fent  any  unto  him, 

that 
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that  he  would  not  give  him  any 
credit  or  entertainment  ;  albeit 
(faid  he)  I  know  what  the  King 
of  Spaine,  and  what  the  Queene 
of  England  and  her  realme  is  ;  for 
I  neither  like  of  him,  nor  of  his 
religion,  being  fo  governed  by  the 
inquifition,  that  he  can  doe  nothing 
of  himfelfe.  Therefore,  when  he 
cometh  upon  the  licence  which  I 
have  granted,  he  (hall  well  fee 
how  little  account  I  will  make  of 
him  and  Spaine,  and  how  greatly 
I  will  extoll  you  for  the  Ooeenes 
Ma'tie  of  England ;  he  fhall  not 
come  to  my  prefence  as  you  have 
done  and  fhall  dayly,  for  I  minde 
to  accept  of  you  as  my  compa¬ 
nion,  and  one  of  my  houfe,  whereas 
he  fhall  attend  twentie  dayes  after 
he  hath  done  his  meflage.  After 
the  end  of  this  fpeech,  I  delivered 
Sir  Thomas  Grefham's  letters ; 
when  as  he  tooke  me  by  the  hand, 
and  led  me  downe  a  long  court  to 
a  palace,  where  there  ranne  a  faire 
fountaine  of  water,  and  there  fit¬ 
ting  himfelfe  in  a  chaire,  he  com- 
anded  me  to  fitt  downe  in  another, 
and  there  called  for  fuch  fimple 
muficians  as  he  had.  Then  I  pre- 
fented  him  with  a  greate  bafe  lute, 
which  he  molt  thankfully  accepted, 
and  then  he  was  defirous  to  hear 
of  the  muficians  •  and  I  tolde  him, 
that  there  was  great  care  had  to 
provide  them,  and  that  I  did  not 
doubt  but  upon  my  returne  they 
Ihould  come  with  the  firft  fhip. 
He  is  willing  to  give  them  good 
entertainment,  with  provifion  of 
viftuall,  and  to  let  them  live  ac¬ 
cording  to  theire  law  and  con¬ 
fidence,  wherein  he  urgeth  none  to 
the  contrary.  I  finde  him  to  be 
one  that  liveth  greatly  in  the  fear 
of  God,  being  well  exercifed  in 
the  Scriptures,  as  well  in  the  Old 


Teftament,  as  alfo  in  the  New, 
and  he  beareth  a  greater  affe&ion 
to  our  nation  then  to  others,  be- 
caufe  of  our  religion,  which  for- 
biddeth  worfhip  of  idols  ;  and  the 
Moores  called  him  the  Chriftian 
King.  The  fame  night,  being 
the  ill  of  June,  I  continued  with 
him  'till  twelve  of  the  clock,  and 
he  feemed  to  have  fo  good  likeing 
of  me,  that  he  tooke  from  his 
girdle  a  fhort  dagger,  being  fett 
with  200  Hones,  rubies,  and  Tur- 
kies,  and  did  bellowe  it  upon  me  ; 
and  fo  I,  being  condu&ed,  returned 
to  my  lodging  for  that  time.  The 
next  day,  becaufe  he  knew  it  to  be 
Sunday,  and  our  Sabboth  day,  he 
did  let  me  reft  ;  but  on  the  Mon¬ 
day  in  the  afternoone  he  fent  for 
me,  and  I  had  conference  with 
him  againe,  and  mufick.  Like- 
wife  on  the  Tuefday,  by  three  of 
the  clock,  he  fent  for  me  into  his 
garden,  finding  him  layed  upon  a 
lilk  bed,  complaining  of  a  fore 
leg ;  yet,  after  long  conference, 
he  walked  into  another  orchard, 
whereas  having  a  fair  banketing 
houfe,  and  a  great  water,  and  a 
new  gallie  in  if,  he  went  aboard 
thegallie,  and  tooke  me  with  him, 
and  palTed  the  fpace  of  two  or 
three  houres,  fhewing  the  great  ex¬ 
perience  he  had  in  gallies,  wherein 
(as  he  faid)  he  had  exercifed  him¬ 
felfe  eighteene  yea  res  in  his  youth. 
After  fupper  he  {hewed  me  his 
horfes,  and  other  co’modities  that 
he  had  about  his  houfe  ;  and  fince 
that  night  I  have  not  feene  him, 
for  that  he  hath  kept  in  with  his 
fore  leg ;  but  he  hath  fent  to  me 
dayly.  The  13th  of  June,  at  fix 
of  the  clock  at  night,  1  had  againe 
audience  of  the  King,  and  1  con¬ 
tinued  with  him  till  midnight, 
having  debated,  as  well  for  the 

Queenes 
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Queenes  co’mifllon,  as  for  the  well 
dealing  with  her  merchants  for 
their  traffick  here  in  thefe  parts, 
faying,  he  would  do  much  more 
for  the  Queenes  Ma’tie  and  the 
realme  ;  offering  that  all  Englifh 
flips  with  her  fubje&s  may  with 
good  fecuritie  enter  into  his  ports 
and  dominions,  as  well  in  trade  of 
merchandize,  as  for  vi&uall  and 
water,  as  alfo  in  time  of  warr 
with  any  of  her  enemies,  to  bring 
in  prizes,  and  to  make  fales  as  oc- 
cafion  fliould  ferve,  or  elfe  to  de¬ 
part  againe  with  them  at  theire 
pleafure.  Likewife  for  all  Englifh 
(hips  that  (hall  paffe  along  his 
coafl  of  Barbary,  and  threw  the 
Streights  into  the  Levant  Teas,  and 
fo  to  the  Turks  dominions,  and 
the  King  of  Argiers,  as  his  owne  ; 
and  that  he  would  write  to  the 
Turke,  and  to  the  King  of  Argier, 
his  letters  for  the  well  ufing  of  our 
flips  and  goods.  Alfo,  that  here¬ 
after  no  Englifiman  that  by  any 
meanes  may  be  taken  captives, 
fliall  be  fold  within  any  of  his  do¬ 
minions  ;  whereupon  I  declared 
that  the  Queenes  Ma’tie,  accepting 
of  thefe  his  offers,  was  pleafed  to 
confirme  the  intercourfe  and  trade 
of  our  merchants  within  this  his 
countrey,  as  alfo  to  pleafure  him 
with  fuch  co’modities  as  he  jfhould 
have  need  of,  to  furnifli  the  necef- 
fities  and  wants  of  his  countrey  in 
trade  of  merchandize,  fo  as  he  re¬ 
quired  nothing  contrary  to  her 
honour  and  law,  and  the  breach  of 
league  with  the  Chriflian  princes 
her  neighbours.  The  fame  night 
I  prefen  ted  the  King  with  the  cafe 
of  combes,  a»d  defired  his  Ma’tie 
to  have  fpeciall  regard  that  the 
flips  might  be  laden  back  againe, 
for  that  I  found  little  fore  of  fal t- 
peter  in  readineffe  in  John  Bamp- 
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ton’s  hands ;  he  anfwered  me,  that 
I  fhould  have  all  the  affiftance 
therein  that  he  could,  but  that  in 
Sus  he  thought  to  have  fome  fore 
in  his  houfe  there,  as  alfo  that  the 
mountainers  had  made  much  in  a 
readineffe  ;  1  requeued  that  he 
would  fende  downe,  which  he  pro- 
mifed  to  doe.  The  eighteenth 
day  I  was  with  him  againe,  and 
fo  continued  there  till  night :  and 
he  (hewed  me  his  houfe,  with  paf- 
time  in  ducking  with  water- 
fpaniels,  and  baiting  bulls  with 
his  Englifh  doggs.  At  this  time 
I  moved  him  againe  for  the  fend¬ 
ing  downe  to  Sus,  which  he  grant¬ 
ed  to  doe  ;  and  the  24th  day  there 
departed  Aleayde  Mammie,  with 
Lionell  Egerton,  and  Rowland 
Guy,  to  Sus ;  and  carried  with 
them,  for  our  accounts  and  his 
company,  the  King’s  letters  to  his 
brother  Muly  Hammet,  and  Al- 
cayde  Shavan,  and  the  Viceroy. 
The  23d  day  the  King  fent  me 
out  of  Morocco  to  his  garden 
called  Sherfbonare,  with  his  guard 
and  Aleayde  Mamoute  ;  and  the 
24th  at  night  I  came  to  the  court 
to  fee  a  morris-dance,  and  a  play 
of  his  Elchies ;  he  promifed  me 
audience  the  next  day,  being 
Tuefday,  but  he  putt  it  off  ’till 
Thurfday  ;  and  the  Thurfday  at 
night  I  was  fent  for  to  the  King  af¬ 
ter  fupper,  and  then  he  fent  Aleayde 
Rodwan  and  Aleayde  Gowry  to 
conferr  with  me;  but,  after  a  little 
talk,  I  defired  to  be  brought  to 
the  King  for  my  difpatch.  And 
being  brought  to  him,  I  preferred 
two  bills  of  John  Bampton\s, 
which  he  had  made  for  provifion 
of  fak-peter,  alfo  two  bills  for 
the  quiet  traffique  of  our  Englifh 
merchants,  and  bills  for  fugars  to 
be  made  by  the  Jewes,  as  well  for 
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the  debts  paft,  as  hereafter,  and 
for  good  order  in  the  Ingenios. 
Alfo  I  moved  him  againe  for  the 
falt-peter,  and  other  difpatches, 
which  he  referred  to  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  two  Alcaydes.  But 
the  Fryday,  being  the  20th,  the 
Alcaydes  could  not  intend  it,  and 
upon  Saturday  Alcayde  Rodwan 
fell  fick ;  fo  on  Sunday  wee  made 
meanes  to  the  King,  and  that  af- 
ternoone  I  was  fent  for  to  conferre 
upon  the  bargaine  with  the  Al¬ 
caydes  and  others ;  but  did  not 
agree.  Upon  Tuefday  I  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  King  for  my  difpatch  ; 
and  the  fame  afternoone  1  was  called 
againe  to  the  court,  and  referred 
all  things  to  the  King,  accepting 
his  offer  of  falt-peter.  That  night 
againe  the  King  had  me  into  his 
gallie,  and  the  fpaniels  did  hunt 
the  duck.  The  Thutfday  I  was 
appointed  to  weigh  the  300  lintals 
groffe  of  falt-peter,  and  that  af¬ 
ternoone  the  tabybe  came  unto  me 
to  my  lodging,  fhewing  me  that 
the  King  was  offended  with  John 
Bampton  for  divers  caufes.  The 
Sunday  night  late,  being  the  7th 
July,  I  got  the  King  to  forgive 
all  to  John  Bampton,  and  the 
King  promifed  me  to  fpeake  againe 
with  me  upon  Monday.  Upon 
Tuefday  I  wrote  to  him  againe 
for  my  difpatch,  and  then  he  fent 
Tray  Lewes  to  me,  and  faid,  that 
he  had  order  to  write.  Upon 
Wednefday  I  wrote  againe;  and 
he  fent  me  word  that  I  ihould 


come  and  be  difpatched,  fo  that  I 
fhould  depart  upon  Fryday  without 
faile,  being  the  12th  July.  So 
the  Fryday  after,  according  to  the 
King’s  order  and  appointment,  I 
went  to  the  court ;  and  whereas 
motion  and  petition  was  made  for 
the  confirmac’on  of  the  demands 
which  I  had  preferred,  they  were 
all  granted,  and  likewife  which 
were  on  the  behalfe  of  our  Englifh 
merchants  requefted,  were  with 
great  favour  and  readineffe  yielded 
unto.  And  whereas  the  Jewes 
there  refident  were  to  our  men  in 
certaine  rounde  fum’es  indebted, 
the  Emperor’s  pleafure  and  co*- 
mandment  was,  that  they  fhould 
without  further  excufe  or  delay 
pay  and  difcharge  the  fame.  And 
thus  at  length  I  was  difmiffed  with 
great  honour  and  fpeciall  counte¬ 
nance,  fuch  as  hath  not  ordinarily 
bene  fhewed  to  other  embaffadors 
of  the  Chriflians.  And  touching 
the  private  affairs  intreated  upon 
betwixt  her  Ma’tie  and  the  Em- 
perour,  I  had  letters  from  him  to 
fatisfie  her  highneffe  therein.  So 
to  conclude,  having  received  the 
like  honourable  conduct  from  his 
court,  as  I  had  for  my  part  at  my 
firffc  landing,  I  imbarked  myfelfe 
with  my  forefaid  company  ;  and 
arriving  not  long  after  in  England, 
I  repaired  to  her  Ma’ties  court, 
and  ended  my  embaffage  to  her 
highneffe  good  liking,  with  rela¬ 
tion  of  my  fcrvice  performed. ** 
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Advice  to  a  Young  Reviewer  ;  with 
a  Specimen  of  the  Art .  By  the 
Rev .  E.  Coplefton. 

YOU  are  now  abou  t  to  enter  on  a 
profeffion  which  has  the  means 
of  doing  much  good  to  fociety,  and 
fcarcely  any  temptation  to  do  harm. 
You  may  encourage  genius,  you 
may  chaftife  fuperficial  arrogance, 
expofe  falfehood,  correCl  error,  and 
guide  the  tafte  and  opinions  of  the 
age,  in  no  fmall  degree,  by  the 
books  you  praife  and  recommend. 
All  this  too  may  be  done  without 
running  the  rifle  of  making  any 
enemies  ;  or  fubje&ing  yourfelf  to 
be  called  to  account  for  your  cri- 
ticifm,  however  fevere.  While 
your  name  is  unknown,  your  per- 
fon  is  invulnerable  :  at  the  fame 
time  your  own  aim  is  fure,  for  you 
may  take  it  at  your  leifure ;  and 
your  blows  fall  heavier  than  thofe 
of  any  writer  whofe  name  is  given, 
or  who  is  limply  anonymous., 
There  is  a  myfterious  authority  in 
the  plural  wey  which  no  fingle 
name,  whatever  may  be  its  reputa¬ 
tion,  can  acquire  ;  and,  under  the 
fan&ion  of  this  impofing  ftyle, 
your  ftri&ures,  your  praifes,  and 
your  dogmas,  will  command  uni- 
verfal  attention,  and  be  received 
as  the  fruit  of  united  talents,  act¬ 
ing  on  one  common  principle — as 
the  judgments  of  a  tribunal  who 
decide  only  ’on  mature  delibera¬ 
tion,  and  who  protect  the  interefts 
of  literature  with  unceafing  vigi¬ 
lance. 

Vol.  LII.  or  Vol.  X.  New 


Such  being  the  high  importance 
of  that  office,  and  fuch  its  oppor¬ 
tunities,  I  cannot  bellow  a  few'' 
hours  of  leifure  better  than  in  fur« 
nilhing  you  with  fome  hints  for 
the  more  eafy  and  effectual  dif- 
charge  of  it :  hints  which  are,  I 
confefs,  loofely  thrown  together, 
but  which  are  the  refult  of  long 
experience,  and  of  frequent  reflec¬ 
tion  and  comparifon.  And  if  any¬ 
thing  fhould  flrike  you  at  firffc 
fight  as  rather  equivocal  in  point 
of  morality,  or  deficient  in  libe¬ 
rality  and  feeling  ;  I  beg  you  will 
fupprefs  all  fuch  fcruples,  and  con- 
fider  them  as  the  offspring  of  a 
contracted  education  and  narrow^ 
way  of  thinking,  which  a  little 
intercourfe  with  the  world  and 
fober  reafoning  will  fpeedily  over¬ 
come. 

Now  as  in  the  conduft  of  life 
nothing  is  more  to  be  defired  than 
fome  governing  principle  of  ac¬ 
tion,  to  which  all  other  principles 
and  motives  mu  ft  be  made  fubfer- 
vient  ;  fo  in  the  art  of  reviewing 
I  would  lay  down  as  a  fundamental 
pofition,  which  you  mull  never  lofe 
fight  of,  and  which  muft  be  the 
main  fpring  of  all  your  criticifms 
— Write  what  will  fell.  To  this 
golden  rule  every  minor  canon  muft: 
be  fubordinate ;  and  muft  either  be 
immediately  deducible  from  it,  or 
at  leaft  be  made  confident  with  it* 
Be  not  ftaggered  at  the  found  of  a 
precept,  which  upon  examination! 
will  be  found  as  honeft  and  vir« 
tuous  as  it  is  difereet.  I  have  al- 
eries,  f 3  ready 
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ready  fketched  out  the  great  fer- 
vices  which  it  is  in  your  power  to 
render  mankind ;  but  all  your 
efforts  will  be  unavailing  if  men 
do  not  read  what  you  write.  Your 
utility  therefore,  it  is  plain,  de¬ 
pends  upon  your  popularity  ;  and 
popularity  cannot  be  attained  with¬ 
out  humouring  the  tafte  and  incli¬ 
nations  of  men. 

Be  affured  that  by  a  fimilar  train 
of  found  and  judicious  reafoning, 
the  confciences  of  thoufands  in 
public  life  are  daily  quieted.  It 
is  better  for  the  ftate  that  their 
party  fhould  govern  than  any 
other  :  the  good  which  they  Can 
effect  by  the  exercife  of  power,  is 
infinitely  greater  than  any  which 
could  arife  from  a  rigid  adherence 
to  certain  fubordinate  moral  pre¬ 
cepts  ;  which  therefore  fhould  be 
violated  without  fcruple,  whenever 
they  ftand  in  the  way  of  their 
leading  purpofe.  He  who  flicks 
at  thefe  can  never  ad:  a  great  part 
in  the  world,  and  is  not  fit  to  ad 
it  if  he  could.  Such  maxims  may 
be  very  ufefui  in  ordinary  affairs, 
and  for  the  guidance  of  ordinary 
men  ;  but  when  we  mount  into  the 
fphere  of  public  utility,  we  muff 
adopt  more  enlarged  principles ; 
and  not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be 
cramped  and  fettered  by  petty  no¬ 
tions  of  right,  and  moral  duty. 

When  you  have  reconciled  your- 
felf  to  this  liberal  way  of  think¬ 
ing,  you  will  find  many  inferior 
advantages  refulting  from  it,  which 
at  firfl  did  not  enter  into  your  con- 
fideration.  In  particular,  it  will 
greatly  lighten  your  labours  to 
follow  the  public  tafte,  inftead  of 
taking  upon  you  to  dired  it.  The 
talk  of  pleafing  is  at  all  times 
eafier  than  that  of  inftrudirig  :  at 
leaf!  it  does  not  fland  in  need  of 
painful  rcfbarch  and  preparation  ; 


and  may  be  effeded  in  general  by 
a  little  vivacity  of  manner,  and  a 
dexterous  morigeration  (as  Lord 
Bacon  calls  it)  to  the  humours  and 
frailties  of  men.  Your  refponfi- 
bility  too  is  thereby  much  leffened, 
Juftice  and  candour  can  only  be 
required  of  you  fo  far  as  they  co¬ 
incide  with  this  main  principle  ; 
and  a  little  experience  will  con¬ 
vince  you,  that  thefe  are  not  the 
happieft  means  of  accomplifhing 
your  purpofe. 

It  has  been  idly  faid,  that  a  re¬ 
viewer  ads  in  a  judicial  capacity, 
and  that  his  condud  fhould  be  re¬ 
gulated  by  the  fame  rules  by  which 
the  judge  of  a  civil  court  is  go¬ 
verned  :  that  he  fhould  rid  him- 
felf  of  every  bias  ;  be  patient, 
cautious,  fedate,  and  rigidly  im¬ 
partial  ;  that  he  fhould  not  feek  to 
fhew  off  himfelf,  and  fhould  check 
every  difpofition  to  enter  into  the 
cafe  as  a  partifan. 

Such  is  the  language  of  fuper- 
ficial  thinkers  ;  but  in  reality  there 
is  no  analogy  between  the  two 
cafes.  A  judge  is  promoted  to 
that  office  by  the  authority  of  the 
ftate  ;  a  reviewer  by  his  own.  The 
former  is  independent  of  con trou], 
and  may  therefore  freely  follow 
the  didates  of  his  own  confcience  : 
the  latter  depends  for  his  very 
bread  upon  the  breath  of  public 
opinion  ;  the  great  law  of  felf- 
prefervation  therefore  points  out  to 
him  a  different  line  of  adion.  Be- 
fides,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
if  he  ceafes  to  pleafe,  he  is  no 
longer  read,  and  confequently  is 
no  longer  ufefui.  In  a  court  of 
juftice,  too,  the  part  of  amufing 
the  byftanders  refts  with  the  coun- 
fel :  in  the  cafe  of  criticifm,  if 
the  reviewer  himfelf  does  not  un¬ 
dertake  it,  who  will  ?  Inftead  of 
vainly  afpiring  therefore  to  the 

gravity 
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gravity  of  a  magiftrate,  I  would 
advife  him,  when  he  fits  down  to 
write,  to  place  himfelf  in  the  ima¬ 
ginary  fituation  of  a  crofs-examin- 
ing  pleader.  He  may  comment, 
in  a  vein  of  agreeable  irony,  upon 
the  profeflion,  the  manner  of  life, 
the  look,  drefs,  or  even  the  same, 
of  the  witnefs  he  is  examining  : 
when  he  has  raifed  a  contemptuous 
opinion  of  him  in  the  minds  of  the 
court,  he  may  proceed  to  draw 
anfwers  from  him  capable  of  a  lu¬ 
dicrous  turn,  and  he  may  carve  and 
garble  thefe  to  his  own  liking. 
This  mode  of  proceeding  you  will 
find  mod:  pra&icable  in  poetry, 
where  the  boldnefs  of  the  image, 
or  the  delicacy  of  the  thought,  for 
which  the  reader’s  mind  was  pre¬ 
pared  in  the  original,  will  eafily 
be  made  to  appear  extravagant  or 
affe&ed,  if  judicioufly  fingled  out, 
and  detached  from  the  group  to 
which  it  belongs.  Again,  fince 
much  depends  upon  the  rhythm  and 
the  terfenefs  of  the  expreffion,  both 
ot  which  are  fometimes  deltroyed 
by  dropping  a  (ingle  word,  or 
tranfpoling  a  phrafe,  I  have  known 
much  advantage  arife  from  not 
quoting  in  the  form  of  a  literal 
extract,  but  giving  a  brief  fum- 
mary  in  profe  of  the  contents  of  a 
poetical  paffage  ;  and  interlarding 
your  own  language  with  occafional 
phrafes  of  the  poem,  marked  with 
inverted  commas.  Thefe,  and  a 
thoufand  other  little  expedients,  by 
which  the  arts  of  quizzing  and 
banter  flourifh,  practice  will  foon 
teach  you.  If  it  fhould  be  necef- 
fary  to  tranfcribe  a  dull  paffage, 
not  very  fertile  in  topics  of  humour 
and  raillery,  you  may  introduce  it 
as  (e  a  favourable  fpecimen  of  the 
author’s  manner.” 

Few  people  are  aware  of  the 
powerful  effeTs  of  what  is  phi- 


lofophically  termed  association. 
Without  any  pofitive  violation  of 
truth,  the  whole  dignity  of  a  paf¬ 
fage  may  be  undermined  by  con¬ 
triving  to  raife  fonte  vulgar  and 
ridiculous  notions  in  the  mind  o£ 
the  reader :  and  language  teems 
with  examples  of  words  by  which 
the  fame  idea  is  expreffed,  with 
the  difference  only  that  one  excites 
a  feeling  of  refped,  the  other  of 
contempt.  Thus  you  may  call  a 
fit  of  melancholy  i(  the  fulks,** 
refentment  c(  a  pet,”  a  fleed  6(  a 
nag,”  a  feaft  (i  a  junketing,”  for- 
row  and  affe&ion  ((  whining  and 
blubbering.”  By  transferring  the 
terms  peculiar  to  one  flate  of  fo~ 
ciety,  to  analogous  iituations  and 
charafters  in  another,  the  fame 
objeT  is  attained  ;  adriibferjeant, 
or  cat  and  nine  tails,  in  the  Tro¬ 
jan  war— a  Lefbos  fmack,  put  into 
the  Piraeus — the  penny-poll  of  Je- 
rufalem,  and  other  combinations 
of  the  like  nature,  which,  when 
you  have  a  little  indulged  that 
vein  of  thought,  will  readily  fug- 
gefl  themfelves,  never  fail  to  raife 
a  fmile,  if  not  immediately  at  the 
expence  of  the  author,  yet  entirely 
deftruflive  of  that  frame  of  mind 
which  his  poem  requires  in  order 
to  be  relifhed. 

1  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this 
branch  of  literature,  becaufe  you 
are  chiefly  to  look  here  for  mate¬ 
rials  of  fun  and  irony®  Voyages 
and  travels  indeed  are  no  barren 
ground,  and  you  muft  feldom  let  a 
number  of  your  review  go  abroad 
without  an  article  of  this  defcrip- 
tion.  The  charm  of  this  fpecies 
of  writing,  fo  univerfally  felt, 
arifes  chiefly  from  its  uniting  nar¬ 
rative  with  information.  The  in- 
terefl:  we  take  in  the  flory  can  only 
be  kept  alive  by  minute  incident 
and  occafional  detail,  which  puts 
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us  in  poffeffion  of  the  traveller’s 
feelings,  his  hopes,  his  fears,  his 
difappointments,  and  his  pleafures. 
At  the  fame  time  the  third:  for 
knowledge  and  love  of  novelty  is 
gratified,  by  continual  information 
refpe&ing  the  people  and  countries 
he  vifits.  If  you  wifti  therefore 
to  run  down  the  book,  you  have 
only  to  play  off  thefe  two  parts 
againft  each  other :  when  the 
writer's  object  is  to  fatisfy  the 
firft  inclination,  you  are  to  thank 
him  for  communicating  to  the  world 
fuch  valuable  fa&s  as  whether  he 
loft  his  way  in  the  night,  or 
fprained  his  ancle,  or  had  no  ap¬ 
petite  to  his  dinner.  If  he  is  bu¬ 
lled  about  defcribing  the  mineralo¬ 
gy,  natural  history,  agriculture, 
trade.  See .  of  a  country,  you  may 
mention  a  hundred  books  from 
whence  the  fame  information  may 
be  obtained ;  and  deprecate  the 
pra&ice  of  emptying  old  mufty 
folios  into  new  quartos,  to  gratify 
that  fickly  tafte  for  a  fmattering 
about  every  thing,  which  diftin- 
guilhes  the  prefent  age. 

In  works  of  fcience  and  recon¬ 
dite  learning,  the  task  you  have 
undertaken  will  not  be  fo  difficult 
as  you  may  imagine.  Tables  of 
contents  and  indexes  are  bleffcd 
helps  in  the  hands  of  a  reviewer ; 
but,  more  than  all,  the  preface  is 
the  field  from  which  his  richeft 
harveft  is  to  be  gathered.  In 
the  preface  the  author  ufually 
gives  a  fummary  of  what  has  been 
written  on  the  fame  fubjett  before  ; 
he  acknowledges  the  affiftance  he 
has  received  from  different  fources, 
and  the  reafons  of  his  diffent  from 
former  writers  5  he  confeffes  that 
certain  parts  have  been  lefs  atten¬ 
tively  confidered  than  others,  and 
that  information  has  come  to  his 
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hands  too  late  to  be  made  ufe  of ; 
he  points  out  many  things  in  the 
compofition  of  his  work  which 
he  thinks  may  provoke  animadver- 
fion,  and  endeavours  to  defend  or 
to  palliate  his  own  practice.  Here 
then  is  a  fund  of  wealth  for  the 
reviewer,  lying  upon  the  very  fur- 
face  ;  if  he  knows  any  thing  of 
his  bufinefs,  he  will  turn  all  thefe 
materials  againft  the  author;  care¬ 
fully  fuppreffing  the  fource  of  his 
information,  and  as  if  drawing 
from  the  ftores  of  his  own  mind, 
long  ago  laid  up  for  this  very  pur- 
pofe.  If  the  author’s  references 
are  correct,  a  great  point  is  gain¬ 
ed  ;  for  by  confulting  a  few  paf- 
fages  of  the  original  works,  it 
will  be  eafy  to  difeufs  the  fubjeft 
with  the  air  of  having  a  previous 
knowledge  of  the  whole.  Your 
chief  vantage  ground  is,  that  you 
may  fatten  upon  any  pofition  in 
the  book  you  are  reviewing,  and 
treat  it  as  principal  and  effential, 
when  perhaps  it  is  of  little  weight 
in  the  main  argument ;  but,  by 
allotting  a  large  lhare  of  your  cri- 
ticifm  to  it,  the  reader  will  natu¬ 
rally  be  led  to  give  it  a  propor¬ 
tionate  importance,  and  to  confi- 
der  the  merit  of  the  treatife  at 
iffue  upon  that  fingle  queftion.  If 
anybody  complains  that  thegreater 
and  more  valuable  parts  remain 
unnoticed,  your  anfwer  is,  that  it 
is  impoffible  to  pay  attention  to 
all  ;  and  that  your  duty  is  rather 
to  prevent  the  propagation  of  er¬ 
ror,  than  to  lavifti  praifes  upon 
that  which,  if  really  excellent, 
will  work  its  way  in  the  world 
without  your  help.  Indeed,  if 
the  plan  of  your  review  admits  of 
fele&ion,  you  had  better  not  med¬ 
dle  with  works  of  deep  refearch 
and  original  fpeculation  ;  fuch  as 
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have  already  attradled  much  no¬ 
tice,  and  cannot  be  treated  fuper- 
ficially  without  fear  of  being  found 
out.  The  time  required  for  mak¬ 
ing  yourfelf  thoroughly  matter  of 
the  fubjedt  is  fo  great,  that  you 
may  depend  upon  it  they  will  ne¬ 
ver  pay  for  the  reviewing.  They 
are  genefally  the  fruit  of  long 
ftudy,  and  of  talents  concentrated 
in  the  fteady  purfuit  of  one  ob¬ 
ject  ;  it  is  not  likely  therefore 
that  you  can  throw  much  new 
light  on  a  queftion  of  this  nature, 
or  even  plaufibly  combat  the  au¬ 
thor’s  pofitions  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  hours,  which  is  all  you  can 
well  afford  to  devote  to  them. 
And  without  accomplifhing  one  or 
other  of  thefe  points,  your  review 
will  gain  no  celebrity,  and  of 
courfe  no  good  will  be  done. 

Enough  has  been  faid  to  give 
you  fome  inttght  into  the  facilities 
with  which  your  new  employment 
abounds :  I  will  only  mention  one 
more,  becaufe  of  its  extenfive  and 
almoft  univerfal  application  to  all 
branches  of  literature ;  the  topic, 
I  mean,  which  by  the  old  rhetori¬ 
cians  was  called  l|  havrhyp  i  that 
is,  when  a  work  excels  in  one 
quality,  you  may  blame  it  for 
not  having  the  oppofite.  For  in- 
ftance  :  if  the  biographical  fketch 
of  a  literary  character  is  minute 
and  full  of  anecdote,  you  may  en¬ 
large  on  the  advantages  of  philo- 
fophical  refledtion,  and  the  fupe- 
rior  mind  required  to  give  a  ju¬ 
dicious  analyfis  of  the  opinions 
and  works  of  deceafed  authors ;  on 
the  contrary,  if  the  latter  method 
is  purfued  by  the  biographer,  you 
can  with  equal  eafe  extol  the  lively 
colouring,  and  truth,  and  intereft, 
of  exadt  delineation  and  detail. 
This  topic,  you  will  perceive, 
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enters  into  ftyle  as  well  as  matter  t 
where  many  virtues  might  be 
named  which  are  incompatible ; 
and  which  ever  the  author  has  pre¬ 
ferred,  it  will  be  the  fignal  for 
you  to  launch  forth  on  the  praifes 
of  its  oppofite,  and  continually  to 
hold  up  that  to  your  reader  as  the 
model  of  excellence  in  this  fpecies 
of  writing. 

You  will  perhaps  wonder  why 
all  my  inftrudlions  are  pointed  to¬ 
wards  the  cenfure,  and  not  the 
praife,  of  books ;  but  many  rea¬ 
sons  might  be  given  why  it  ttiould 
be  fo.  The  chief  are,  that  this 
part  is  both  eafier,  and  will  fell 
better.  Let  us  hear  the  words  of 
Mr.  Burke  on  a  a  fubjedf  not  very 
diffimilar.  €t  In  fuch  cafes/*  fays 
he,  ii  the  writer  has  a  certain  fire 
and  alacrity  infpired  into  him,  by 
a  confcioufnefs,  that,  let  it  fare 
how  it  will  with  the  fubjedt,  his 
ingenuity  will  be  fureof  applaufej 
and  this  alacrity  becomes  much 
greater,  if  he  adts  upon  the  offen- 
five,  by  the  impetuofity  that  al¬ 
ways  accompanies  an  attack,  and 
the  unfortunate  propensity  which 
mankind  have  to  the  finding  and 
exaggerating  faults/’ — Pref.  Vin- 
die.  Nat.  Soc,  p.  6.  You  will 
perceive  that  I  have  on  no  occa- 
fion  fandtioned  the  bafer  motives 
of  private  pique,  envy,  revenge, 
and  love  of  detradiion ;  at  lead  I 
have  not  recommended  hartti  treat¬ 
ment  upon  any  of  thefe  grounds : 
I  have  argued  limply  on  the  ab- 
ftradt  moral  principle  which  a  re¬ 
viewer  fhould  ever  have  prefent  to 
his  mind.  But  if  any  of  thefe 
motives  infinuate  themfelves  as  fe- 
condary  fprings  of  adtion,  I  would 
not  condemn  them ;  they  may 
come  in  aid  of  the  grand  leading 
[3  D  3]  principle. 
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principle,  and  powerfully  fecond 
its  operation. 

But  it  is  time  to  clofe  thefe  te¬ 
dious  precepts  ;  and  to  furnifh  you 
with  what  fpeaks  plainer  than  any 
precept,  a  fpecimen  of  the  art  it- 
felf,  in  which  feveral  of  them  are 
embodied.  It  is  haftily  done ; 
but  it  exemplifies  well  enough 
what  I  have  faid  of  the  poetical 
department,  and  exhibits  moft  of 
thofe  qualities  which  difappointed 
authors  are  fond  of  railing  at,  un¬ 
der  the  names  of  flippancy,  ar¬ 
rogance,  conceit,  mifreprefenta- 
tion,  and  malevolence :  reproaches 
which  you  will  only  regard  as  fo 
many  acknowledgments  of  fuccefs 
In  your  undertaking,  and  infalli¬ 
ble  tells  of  an  eftablifhed  fame  and 
rapidly  increafing  circulation. 


SPECIMEN  OF  REVIEWING. 

X’ Allegro ,  a  Poemy  by  John  Mil- 
ton.  No  Printer’s  Name. 

It  has  become  a  practice  of  late 
with  a  certain  defcription  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  no  vifible  means  of 
fubfiftence,  to  firing  together  a 
few  trite  images  of  rural  fcenery, 
interfperfed  with  vulgarifms  in 
dialed,  and  traits  of  vulgar  man¬ 
ners  ;  to  drefs  up  thefe  materials 
in  a  fing-fong  jingle,  and  to  offer 
them  for  fale  as  a  poem.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  moft  approved  recipes, 
fomething  about  the  heathen  gofts 
and  goddeffes,  and  the  fchool-boy 
topics  of  Styx,  and  Cerberus,  and 
Elyfium,  is  thrown  in,  and  the 
compofition  is  complete.  The 
flock  in  trade  of  thefe  adventur¬ 
ers  is  in  general  fcanty  enough,  and 
their  art  therefore  confifts  in  dif- 
pofing  it  to  the  bell  advantage. 
But  if  fuch  be  the  aim  of  the 
writer,  it  is  the  critic’s  bufinefs  to 
deted  and  defeat  the  impofture  5 


to  warn  the  public  againft  the  pur- 
chafe  of  fhop-worn  goods,  and 
tinfel  wares ;  to  proted  the  fair 
trader,  by  expofing  the  tricks  of 
needy  quacks  and  mountebanks ; 
and  to  chaftife  that  forward  and 
noify  importunity,  with  which 
they  prefent  themfelves  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  notice. 

How  far  Mr.  Milton  is  amen¬ 
able  to  this  difcipline,  will  bell 
appear  from  a  brief  analyfis  of  the 
poem  before  us.  In  the  very  open¬ 
ing  he  afliimes  a  tone  of  authority, 
which  might  better  fuitfome  vete¬ 
ran  bard  than  a  raw  candidate  for 
the  Delphic  bays  ;  for,  before  he 
proceeds  in  the  regular  procefs  of 
invocation,  he  clears  the  way  by 
driving  from  his  prefence,  with 
fundry  hard  names  and  bitter  re¬ 
proaches  on  her  father,  mother, 
and  all  the  family,  a  venerable 
perfonage,  whofe  age  at  leaft,  and 
llaidmatron-like  appearance,  might 
have  entitled  her  to  more  civil 
language. 

Hence,  loathed  Melancholy  ; 

Of  Cerberus  and  blackeft  Midnight  bom. 
In  StygiaR  cave  forlorn,  &c. 

There  is  no  giving  rules,  how¬ 
ever,  in  thefe  matters,  without  a 
knowledge  of  the  cafe.  Perhaps 
the  old  lady  had  been  frequently 
warned  off  before,  and  provoked 
this  violence  by  continuing  still 
to  lurk  about  the  poet’s  dwelling. 
And,  to  fay  the  truth,  the  reader 
will  have  but  too  good  reafon  to 
remark,  before  he  gets  through 
the  poem,  that  it  is  one  thing  to 
tell  the  fpirit  of  Dulnefs  to  depart, 
and  another  to  get  rid  of  her  in 
reality .  Like  Glendower’s  fpirits, 
any  one  may  order  them  away, 
(i  But  will  they  go  when  you  clo 
order  them  ?” 

But  let  us  fuppofe  for  a  moment, 
that  the  Parnaffian  decree  is  obey¬ 
ed  ^ 
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cd  ;  and  according  to  the  letter  of 
the  order,  which  is  as  precife  and 
wordy  as  if  Juftice  Shallow  him- 
felf  had  drawn  it,  that  the  ob¬ 
noxious  female  is  fent  back  to  the 
place  of  her  birth, 

61  ’Mongft  horrid  ftiapes,  ftmeka,  fights, 
&c” 

at  which  we  beg  our  fair  readers 
not  to  be  alarmed,  for  we  can  af- 
fure  them  they  are  only  words  of 
courfe  in  all  poetical  inftruments 
of  this  nature ;  and  mean  no  more 
than  the  u  force  and  arms/*  and 
S(  inftigation  of  the  devil/'  in  a 
common  indidment.  This  nui- 
fance  then  being  abated,  we  are 
left  at  liberty  to  contemplate  a 
charader  of  a  different  complex¬ 
ion,  (<  buxom,  blithe,  and  debo¬ 
nair  /'  one  who,  although  evi¬ 
dently  a  great  favourite  of  the 
poet,  and  therefore  to  be  received 
with  all  due  courtefy,  is  notwith¬ 
standing  introduced  under  the  fuf- 
picious  defcription  of  an  alias . 

In  heaven  yclep’d  Euphrofyne, 

And  by  men,  heart-ealing  Mirth. 

Judging  indeed  from  the  light  and 
eafy  deportment  ^  of  this  gay 
nymph,  one  might  guefs  there  were 
good  reafons  for  a  change  of  name 
as  fhe  changed  her  refidence. 

But  of  all  vices  there  is  none  we 
abhor  more  than  that  of  ffanderous 
infinuation ;  we  fhall  therefore, 
confine  our  moral  ftridures  to  the 
nymph’s  mother,  in  whofe  defence 
the  poet  has  little  to  fay  himfelf. 
Here  too,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
name ,  there  is  fome  doubt :  for 
the  uncertainty  of  defcent  on  the 
father’s  fide  having  become  trite  to 
a  proverb,  the  author,  fcorning  that 
beaten  track,  has  left  us  to  choofe 
between  two  mothers  for  his  fa¬ 
vourite  :  and  without  much  to 
guide  our  choice  ;  for,  whichever 
w-e  fix  upon,  it  is  plain  fhe  is  no 


better  than  fhe  fhould  be.  As  he 
feems,  however,  himfelf  inclined 
to  the  latter  of  the  two,  we  will 
even  fuppofe  it  fo  to  be. 

Or  whether  (as  fome  fager  fmg) 

The  frolic  wind  that  breathes  the  spring, 
Zephyr,  with  Aurora  playing, 

As  he  met  her  once  n  Maying  ; 

There  on  beds  of  violets  blue, 

And  frefh-blown  roles  walked  in 
dew,  &c. 

Some  dull  people  might  imagine, 
that  the  wind  was  more  like  the 
breath  of  fpring  than  fpring  the 
breath  of  the  wind  ;  but  we  are 
more  difpofed  to  queftion  the  au¬ 
thor’s  ethics  than  his  phyftcs,  and 
accordingly  cannot  difmifs  thefe 
May  gambols  without  fome  obfer- 
vations. 

In  the  firft  place,  Mr.  M.  feems 
to  have  higher  notions  of  the  anti¬ 
quity  of  the  May-pole  than  we 
have  been  accuftomed  to  attach  to 
it.  Or  perhaps  he  thought  to 
fhelter  the  equivocal  nature  of  this 
affair  under  that  fandion.  To  us 
however,  who  can  hardly  fuhfcribe 
to  the  dodrine  that  ((  vice  lofes 
half  its  evil  by  lofing  all  its  grofs- 
nefs/?  neither  the  remotenefs  of 
time,  nor  the  gaiety  of  the  fea- 
fon,  furniflies  a  fufficient  palliation. 
<f  Violets  blue,”  and  (( freih -blown 
rofes,”  are  to  be  fure  more  agree¬ 
able  objeds  of  the  imagination 
than  a  gin-fhop  in  Wapping, 
ora  booth  in  Bartholomew-fair ; 
but  in  point  of  morality,  thefe 
are  diftindions  without  a  dif¬ 
ference  :  or,  it  may  be,  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  rnind  which  teaches  us 
to  rejed  and  naufeate  thefe  latter 
objeds,  aggravates  the  cafe,  if  our 
improvement  in  tafte  be  not  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  proportionate  im¬ 
provement  of  morals. 

If  the  reader  can  reconcile  him¬ 
felf  to  this  latitude  of  principle, 
the  anachronifm  will  not  long  ftand 
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in  his  way.  Much  indeed  may 
be  faid  in  favour  of  this  union  of 
ancient  mythology  with  modern 
notions  and  manners.  It  is  a  fort 
of  chronological  metaphor — an  ar¬ 
tificial  analogy,  by  which  ideas, 
widely  remote  and  heterogeneous, 
are  brought  into  contad,  and  the 
jnind  is  delighted  by  this  unexpec¬ 
ted  affemblage,  as  it  is  by  the 
combinations  of  figurative  lan¬ 
guage. 

Thus  in  that  elegant  interlude, 
•which  the  pen  of  Ben  Jonfon  has 
tranfmitted  to  us,  of  the  Loves  of 
Hero  and  Leander  : 

Gentles  that  no  longer  jour  expectations 
may  wander, 

Behold  our  chief  aCtor,  amorous  Leander, 
With  a  great  deal  of  cloth,  lapp’d  about 
him  like  a  fcarf, 

Tor  he  yet  ferves  his  father,  a  dyer  in 
Puddle  Wharf; 

Which  place  we’ll  make  bold  with,  to 
call  it  our  Abydus, 

As  the  Bankdide  is  our  Seftos,  and  let  it 
not  be  denied  us . 

And  far  be  it  from  us  to  deny  the 
ufe  of  fo  reafonable  a  liberty  j 
efpecially  if  the  requeft  be  backed 
(as  it  is  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  M.) 
by  the  craving  and  imperious  ne» 
eeffities  of  rhyme.  What  man 
who  has  ever  beftrode  Pegafus  but 
for  an  hour,  will  be  infenfible  to 
fuch  a  claim  ? 

Haud  ignara  mali,  miferis  fu  ccurrere  difeo. 

We  are  next  favoured  with  an 
enumeration  of  the  attendants  of 
this  “debonair”  nymph,  in  all 
the  minutenefs  of  a  German  dra¬ 
matis  perfontz ,  or  a  rope-dancer’s 
hand-bill ; 

Hafte  thee,  nymph,  and  bring  with  thee 
Jell,  and  youthful  Jollity; 

Quips,  and  cranks,  and  wanton  wiles, 
Nods  and  becks,  and  wreathed  fmiles, 
Such  as  hang  on  Hebe's  cheek. 

And  love  to  live  in  dimple  fleek  ; 
Sport  that  wrinkled  Care  derides. 

And  Laughter  holding  both  his  fides. 


The  author,  to  prove  himfelf  wor¬ 
thy  of  being  admitted  of  the  crew, 
Ikips,  and  capers  upon  “  the  light 
fantaftic  toe,*’  that  there  is  no  fol¬ 
lowing  him.  He  fcampers  through 
all  the  categories,  in  fearch  of  his 
imaginary  beings,  from  Subftance 
to  Quality,  and  back  again  ;  from 
thence  to  Adion,  Pafiion,  Habit, 
&c.  with  incredible  celerity.  Who, 
for  inftance,  would  have  expeded 
cranks,  nods,  becks,  and  wreathed 
fmiles,  as  part  of  a  group,  in  which 
jeft,  Jollity,  Sport,  and  Laughter, 
figure  away  as  full-formed  entire 
perfonages  ?  The  family  likenefs  is 
certainly  very  ftrong  in  the  two 
laft  ;  and  if  we  had  not  been  told, 
we  fhould  perhaps  have  thought  the 
ad  of  deriding  as  appropriate  to 
Laughter  as  to  Sport. 

But  how  are  we  to  underftand 
the  llage  diredions  i 

Come,  and  trip  it  as  you  go. 

Are  the  words  ufed  fynonymoufly  ? 
Or  is  it  meant  that  this  airy  gen¬ 
try  (hall  come  in  at  a  minuet  ftep, 
and  go  off  in  a  jig?  The  phenomenon 
of  a  tripping  crank  is  indeed  novel, 
and  would  doubtlefs  attrad  nume¬ 
rous  fpedators.  But  it  is  difficult 
toguefs  to  whom  among  this  jolly 
company  the  poet  addrefles  him¬ 
felf  ;  for  immediately  after  the  plu¬ 
ral  appellative  [you],  he  proceeds, 

And  in  thy  right  hand  lead  with  thee 

The  mountain  nymph,  fweet  Liberty. 

No  fooner  is  this  fair  damfel 
introduced,  but  Mr.  M.  with  mofl 
unbecoming  levity  falls  in  love 
with  her  ;  and  makes  a  requeft  of 
her  companion,  which  is  rather 
greedy,  that  he  may  live  with 
both  of  them : 

To  live  with  her,  and  live  with  thee. 

Even  the  gay  libertine  who  fung, 
“  How  happy  could  I  be  with 
either/'  did  not  go  fo  far  as  this. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  [783 


But  we  have  already  had  occafion 
to  remark  on  the  laxity  of  Mr. 
M/s  amatory  notions. 

The  poet,  intoxicated  with  the 
charms  of  his  miftrefs,  now  ra¬ 
pidly  runs  over  the  pleafures  he 
propofes  to  himfelf  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  her  fociety.  But  though 
he  has  the  advantage  of  being  his 
own  caterer,  either  his  palate  is  of 
a  peculiar  ftru&ure,  or  he  has  not 
made  the  moft  judicious  fele&ion. 
To  begin  the  day  well,  he  will 
have  the  Jky-lark 

- to  come  in  spite  of  sorrow, 

And  at  his  window  bid  good-morrow. 

The  Iky -lark,  if  we  know  any 
thing  of  the  nature  of  that  bird, 
muft  come  in  fpite  of  fomething 
clfe  as  well  of  forrow,  to  the  per¬ 
formance  of  this  office.  In  his 
next  image,  the  natural  hiftory 
is  better  preferved ;  and  as  the 
thoughts  are  appropriate  to  the 
time  of  the  day,  we  will  venture  to 
transcribe  the  paflage,  as  a  favour¬ 
able  fpecimen  of  the  author’s 
manner  : 

While  the  cock  with  lively  din 
Scatters  the  rear  of  darknefs  thin, 

And  to  the  ftack,  or  the  bam  door. 
Stoutly  ftruts  his  dames  before  ; 

Oft  Iift’ning  how  the  hounds  and  horn 
Cheerly  roufe  the  numbering  Morn, 
From  the  fide  of  fome  hoar  hill, 
Through  the  high  wood  echoing  thrill. 

Is  it  not  lamentable  that,  after  all, 
whether  it  is  the  cock  or  the  poet 
that  liftens,  Ihould  be  left  entirely 
to  the  reader’s  conjecture  ?  Per¬ 
haps  alfo  his  embarraflment  may 
beincreafed  by  a  flight  refemblance 
of  character  in  thefe  two  illuftrious 
perfonages,  at  leaft  as  far  as  relates 
to  the  extent  and  numbers  of  their 
feraglio. 

After  a  flaming  defcription  of 
funrife,  on  which  occafion  the 
clouds  attend  in  their  very  belt 
liveries,  the  bill  of  fare  for  the 


day  proceeds  in  the  ufual  manner. 
Whittling  ploughmen, finging  milk¬ 
maids,  and  fentimental  Ihepherds, 
are  always  to  be  had  at  a  moment’s 
notice  ;  and,  if  well  grouped,  ferve 
to  fill  up  the  landscape  agreeably 
enough.  On  this  part  of  the  poem 
we  have  only  to  remark,  that  if 
Mr.  John  Milton  propofeth  to 
make  himfelf  merry  with 

Ruffet  lawns,  and  fallows  gre}r 
Where  the  nibbling  flocks  do  ftray; 
Mountains  on  whofe  barren  breaft 
The  labouring  clouds  do  often  reft, 
Meadows  trim  with  dailies  pied. 
Shallow  brooks,  and  rivers  wide. 
Towers  and  battlements,  & c.  &c.  &c. 

he  will  either  find  himfelf  egregi* 
oufly  difappointed,  or  he  muft  pof- 
fefs  a  difpofition  to  merriment 
which  even  Democritus  himfelf 
might  envy.  To  fuch  a  pitch  in¬ 
deed  does  this  folemn  indication  of 
joy  fometimes  rife,  that  we  are  in¬ 
clined  to  give  him  credit  for  a 
literal  adherence  to  the  apoftolic 
precept,  t€  Is  any  merry,  let  him 
fing  pfalms/’ 

At  length  however  he  hies  away 
at  the  found  of  bell-ringing,  and 
feems  for  fome  time  to  enjoy  the 
tippling  and  fiddling  and  dancing 
of  a  village  wake  ;  but  his  fancy 
is  foon  haunted  again  by  fpe&res 
and  goblins,  a  fet  of  beings  not  in 
general  efteemed  the  companions 
or  infpirers  of  mirth. 

With  ftories  told  of  many  a  feat, 

How  fairy  Mab  the  junkets  eat; 

She  was  pinch’d,  and  pull’d,  fhe  faid ; 
And  he,  by  friar’s lanthern  led; 

Tells  how  the  drudging  goblin  fweat 
To  earn  his  cream-bowl  duly  fet ; 
When  in  one  night,  ere  glimpfe  of  morn. 
His  fhadowy  flail  had  threfh’d  the  com 
Then  ten  day-labourers  could  not  end ; 
Then  lays  him  down  the  lubber  fiend, 
And,  ftretch’d  out  all  the  chimney’s 
length, 

Bafks  at  the  fire  his  hairy  ftrength  ; 
And  crop-full  out  of  door  he  flings. 
Ere  the  firft  cock  his  matin  rings. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  M.  Teems  indeed  to  have  a 
turn  for  this  Tpecies  of  nurfery  tales 
and  prattling  lullabies  ;  and  if  he 
will  ftudioufly  cultivate  his  talent, 
he  need  not  defpair  of  figuring  in 
a  confpicuouscorner  of  Mr.  New¬ 
bury’s  (hop-window ;  unlefs  in¬ 
deed  Mrs.  Trimmer  fhould  think 
fit  to  profcribe  thofe  empty  levities 
and  idle  fuperftitions,  by  which 
the  world  has  been  too  long  abufed. 

From  thefe  ruftic  fidtions  we  are 
tranfported  to  another  Tpecies  of 
hum. 

Tower’d  cities  pleafe  us  then, 

And  the  bufy  hum  of  men, 

Where  throngs  of  knights  and  barons 
bold 

In  weeds  of  peace  high  triumphs  hold, 
With  store  of  ladies ,  whole  bright 
eyes 

Pain  influence ,  and  judge  the  prize 
Of  wit  or  arms,  while  both  contend 
To  win  her  grace  whom  all  commend. 

To  talk  of  the  bright  eyes  of  la¬ 
dies,  judging  the  prize  of  wit,  is, 
indeed,  with  the  poets,  a  legiti¬ 
mate  fpecies  of  humming  ;  bat 
would  not,  we  may  a lk,  the  rain 
from  thefe  ladies’  bright  eyes  ra¬ 
ther  tend  to  dim  their  luftre  ?  Or 
is  there  any  quality  in  a  fhower  of 
influence ,  which,  inilead  of  deaden¬ 
ing,  ferves  only  to  brighten  and 
exhilarate  ?  Whatever  the  cafe 
may  be,  we  would  advife  Mr.  M. 
by  all  means  to  keep  out  of  the 
way  of  thefe  knights  and  barons 
bold  ;  for,  if  he  has  nothing  but 
bis  wit  to  trull  to,  we  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  predict,  that  without  a 
large  fhare  of  molt  undue  influence , 
he  mull  be  content  to  fee  the  prize 
adj  udged  to  his  competitors. 

Of  the  latter  part  of  the  poem 
little  need  be  faid.  The  author 
does  feem  fomewhat  more  at  home 
when  he  gets  among  the  adiors  and 
muficians,  though  his  head  is  Hill 
running  upon  Orpheus  and  Eury- 
dice,  and  Pluto,  and  other  Tomb  re 


gentry,  who  are  ever  thrufting 
themfelves  in  where  we  lea  ft  expedt 
them,  and  who  chill  every  rifing 
emotion  of  mirth  and  gaiety. 

He  appears,  however,  to  be  To  ra~ 
vifhed  with  this  fketch  of  fellive 
pleafures,  or  perhaps  with  himfelf 
for  having  Iketched  them  fo  well, 
that  he  clofes  with  a  couplet,  which 
would  not  have  difgraced  a  Stern- 
hold  : 

Thefe  delights  if  thou  canft  give. 

Mirth,  with  thee  I  mean  to  live.  -> 

Of  Mr.  M/s  good  intentions  there 
can  be  no  doubt ;  but  we  beg  leave 
to  remind  him,  that  in  every  com¬ 
pact  of  this  nature  there  are  two  opi¬ 
nions  to  be  confulted.  He  pre¬ 
fumes,  perhaps,  upon  the  poetical 
powers  he  has  difplayed,  and  confi. 
ders  them  as  irrefiftible  \ — for  every 
one  mull  obferve  in  how  different 
a  {train  he  avows  his  attachment 
now,  and  at  the  opening  of  the 
poem.  Then  it  was, 

If  I  give  thee  honour  due, 

Mirth,  admit  me  of  thy  crew. 

But  having,  it  Ihould  feem,  efta. 
blilhed  his  pretetilions,  he  now 
thinks  it  fufficient  to  give  notice, 
that  he  means  to  live  with  her, 
becaufe  he  likes  her. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Milton 
Teems  to  be  poffeffed  of  Tome  fancy 
and  talent  for  rhyming  j  two  moff 
dangerous  endowments, which  often 
unfit  men  for  adling  an  ufeful  part 
in  life,  without  qualifying  them  for 
that  which  is  great  and  brilliants 
If  it  be  true,  as  we  have  heard, 
that  he  has  declined  advantageous 
profpedls  in  bufinefs,  for  the  fake 
of  indulging  his  poetical  humour, 
we  hope  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to 
prevail  upon  him  to  retradl  his  re- 
folution.  With  the  help  of  Cocker 
and  common  indullry  he  may  be¬ 
come  a  refpcdable  ferivener  ;  but 

it 
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it  is  not  all  the  Zephyrs,  and  Au¬ 
roras,  and  Corydons,  and  Thyr- 
fifes,  aye,  nor  his  junketing  queen 
Mab,  and  drudging  goblins,  that 
will  ever  make  him  a  poet. 


Remarks  on  the  Character  and  Wri¬ 
tings  of  Roufleau.  From  Extra  Bs 
from  the  Diary  of  a  Lover  of  Li¬ 
terature, 

Roulfeau  is  a  character  who  has 
by  turns  tranfported  me  with  the 
moll  violent  and  oppolite  emotions 
of  delight  and  difguft,  admiration 
and  contempt, indignation  and  pity : 
but  my  ultimate  opinion  of  him, 
drawn  as  it  is  from  a  pretty  atten¬ 
tive  confideration  of  his  writings 
and  his  a&ions,  will  not,  I  think, 
eaftly  be  changed. 

This  extraordinary  man,  it  is 
evident,  was  conftitutionally  of  an 
ardent  fpirit,  vivid  imagination, 
and  moft  acute  feeling.  A  mind 
thus  attempered,  is  naturally  prone 
to  brood  over  its  own  vifions ;  to 
hang  with  fond  complacency,  upon 
a  fcene  where  every  thing  is  ar¬ 
rayed  at  the  difpofition  of  the  will 
and  in  the  tinfel  of  fancy ;  and  to 
turn  alide  withforenefs  and  difguft 
from  the  fpeCtacle  of  real  life,  in 
which  good  and  ill  are  fo  inti¬ 
mately  and  ftubbornly  mingled  ; 
where  apathy  fucceeds  enjoyment ; 
intereft  and  felt- vv ill  diffolve  the 
charm  of  focial  intercourfe ;  ava¬ 
rice  and  pride  difturb  the  dreams, 
(theendearing  dreams)  of  fentiment 
and  paflion ;  and  even  the  fweet 
fympathies  of  pity  itfelf,  are  chafed 
and  exafperated  into  anguifh  by 
me  coane  manners,  fqualid  rags, 
and  ioathfome  horrors,  that  too 
otien  accompany,  the  wretched. 


Expelled  at  a  tender  age  from  thofe 
domeftic  habitudes  which  mitigate 
the  natural  liercenefs  of  man  ;  a 
fort  of  outcaft  from  his  family, 
his  country,  and  almoft  from  his 
fpecies  ;  a  wild  and  needy  adven¬ 
turer,  curfed  with  a  faftidious  deli¬ 
cacy,  and  expofed  to  that  fcorn  and 
contumely  and  infolent  negleCt, 
which  the  pride  of  genius  moft  im¬ 
patiently  endures  ;  he  contracted 
a  diftempered  fenftbility,  which 
forms  the  diftinguilhed  feature  of 
his  charader,  and  animates  almoft 
every  palfage  in  his  writings.  He 
wrote  from  the  heart ;  but  from  a 
heart  excoriated  by  real  or  imput¬ 
ed  wrongs,  ftung  by  a  maddening 
fenfe  of  the  depravity  and  fuifer- 
ings  of  his  fpecies,  and  inflamed 
with  an  implacable  indignation  at 
the  caufes  of  thefe  evils,  as  he 
viewed  them,  through  his  perturb¬ 
ed  imagination,  in  the  civil,  focial, 
and  domeftic  inftitutions,  the  re¬ 
ceived  opinions,  and  prevailing 
practices  of  mankind.  Upon  thefe 
accordingly  he  pours  out,  in  con- 
fuming  Are,  the  vials  of  his  wrath, 
while  he  arrays  in  all  the  glowing 
hues  of  impaffioned  eloquence,  ro¬ 
mantic  modes  of  being,  dear  in¬ 
deed,  and  delightful  to  the  fancy, 
but  utterly  incompatible  with  the 
real  and  unalterable  condition  of 
our  nature. 

His  maiden  eflay  was  an  attack 
upon  civilized  fociety.  It  was  an 
attempt,  by  expoflng  and  aggra¬ 
vating  the  follies,  the  vices,  arid 
the  fufferings  which  plague  us  in 
refinement,  and  by  deepening  the 
horrors  of  this  gloomy  fpedtacle 
with  the  glowing  contrail  of  a 
vifionary  ftate  of  unlettered  inno¬ 
cence  and  freedom,  to  make  us 
loathe  ourfelves  and  every  thing 
around  us,  and  to  look  for  no 

amendment' 
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amendment  in  our  unhappy  condi¬ 
tions,  but  through  the  entire  dif- 
folution  of  the  focial  fyftem  we 
live  in.  Had  RoulTeau  written 
nothing  but  this  piece,  or  had  he 
written  afterwards  in  a  different 
ftrain,  we  might  have  afcribed  the 
extravagance  of  its  dodrines  to  a 
fportive  fally  of  the  imagination, 
or  an  eager  ambition  of  diftindion  ; 
but  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
fubfequent  compofitions,  from  the 
folemn  confefiions  of  his  own  mouth, 
thefe  dodrines  were  the  ferious  and 
fettled  convidion  of  his  mind. 
Let  us  look  at  his  Nouvelle  He. 
loife. 

Of  all  the  modes  of  inculcating 
opinion,  that  which  brings  before 
us  a  civil  reprefen  ration  of  real 
life,  where  every  thing  lives  and 
moves  and  breathes  at  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  fancy,  which  indiredly 
enforces  its  fentiments  by  the 
energy  of  charader  and  adion, 
and  impreffively  ftamps  them  on 
the  mind  by  the  intereft  and  fafci- 
nation  of  circumftantial  narrative, 
has  unqueffionably  the  faireft 
chance  for  rapid  and  popular 
effed.  Feeble  and  impotent  is  the 
moft  animated  exhortation ;  life- 
lefs  and  inert  are  the  moft  autho¬ 
ritative  precepts,  compared  with 
the  powerful  and  fedudive  influ¬ 
ence  of  a  well  conceived  and  well 
conduded  novel ;  which,  while  it 
awakens  breathless  curiofity,  and 
enchains  expedant  attention  by 
the  magic  of  its  fable,  while  it 
agitates  at  pleafure,  and  in  modes 
moft  conducive  to  its  purpofes,  all 
the  varieties  of  paflion,  fllently 
liquifies  and  moulds  to  its  will  the 
tafte,  the  turn  of  thought,  the 
moral  fentiments,  and  the  moral 
charader  of  its  reader.  Of  com¬ 
pofitions  like  thefe,  1  lliall  always 


take  the  liberty  to  colled  the  aim? 
from  the  final  and  predominant 
impreflion  which  they  leave  upon 
the  mind.  If  their  tendency  is, 
upon  the  whole,  to  relax  the  obli¬ 
gations  to  virtue,  and  fmooth  the 
declivities  to  vice,  by  means  which 
it  is  fo  entirely  in  the  power  of 
the  writer  to  employ  and  to  con¬ 
ceal,  it  is  not  any  declaration  on 
his  part,  nor  any  corredive  he 
may  put  in  his  own  mouth,  or  in 
thofe  of  the  perfonages  he  brings 
forward,  no,  nor  any  lenient  quali¬ 
fication  he  may  deem  it  prudent 
to  introduce  in  the  moral  govern¬ 
ment  of  his  drama,  which  (hall 
foothe  my  unguarding  unfuspeding 
fimplicity,  into  a  perfuafion  of  the 
innocent  fpirit  of  the  work,  or  the 
virtuous  views  of  the  author.  The 
ejfett  it  is  impoflible  to  miftake  ; 
the  intention ,  at  beft,  is  equivocal. 
With  what  impreflions  then,  do 
we  rise  from  the  perufal  of  Julia  ? 
With  a  confiderable  abatement,  I 
think,  in  our  exquifite  fenfe  and 
high  eftimation  (to  fay  no  more) 
of  three  moft  important  regula¬ 
tions  in  life  :  regulations,  which 
engrafted  as  they  are,  upon  the 
deareft  of  our  perfonal  and  bofom 
interefts,  ftrike  deep  into  the  com- 
pofition  of  our  feveral  characters, 
mingle  with  the  whole  texture  of 
our  domeftic  economy,  and  affed, 
remotely  indeed,  but  powerfully, 
the  entire  fabric  of  civil  fociety ; 
thofe,  I  mean,  which  enjoin  the 
pureft  chaftity  in  females  before 
marriage ;  a  deference  to  parental 
authority,  in  the  difpofal  of  their 
affedions  and  perfons ;  and  a  fa- 
cred  horror  to  whatever  may  tend, 
after  marriage,  to  alienate  their 
conjugal  regards.  Love,  which  it 
is  the  objed  of  thefe  regulations  to 
check  from  diffufion  or  perverfidn, 
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and  to  conduct  into  its  regular 
fru&ifying  channels,  has  fo  univer- 
fal  and  abfolute  an  influence,  enters 
into  our  compofltion  at  To  green 
an  age,  and  agitates  the  tender 
germ  with  fuch  an  impetuous  and 
fervid  impulfe,  that  in  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  the  human  mind,  it  can¬ 
not  be  too  vigilantly  watched,  or 
feduloufly  trained.  This  impe¬ 
rious  paflion,  from  which  we  de¬ 
rive  our  being  and  tranfmit  it,  and 
in  a  great  degree  our  characters 
too,  it  has  been  the  endeavour  of 
Roufleau  to  exafperate  into  an  im¬ 
patience  of  all  controul ;  and  to 
convert  into  an  engine  for  over¬ 
whelming  its  natural  guardians 
and  proteClors,  as  tyrannical  ufurp- 
ers  over  the  rights  of  nature.  What 
is  the  (lory  he  brings  before  us  ? 
A  young  lady,  the  only  and  dar¬ 
ling  child  of  a  man  of  rank,  and 
proud  of  that  rank,  conceives  a 
paflionate  attachment  for  a  youth 
entrufted  with  the  delicate  charge 
of  her  education ;  a  clandeftine  in- 
tercourfe  is  carried  on,  the  impofli- 
bility  of  union  reverberates  the 
flame,  and  kindles  intolerable  ar¬ 
dour  ;  the  youth  is  model!  and  re¬ 
fer  ved  ;  the  enamoured  maid  in¬ 
vites  him  to  her  bed,  and  rewards 
his  paflion  with  the  laft  favour  a 
virgin  can  bellow ;  an  improper 
fympathy  is  fufpeCted  by  the  fa¬ 
ther  ;  he  propofes  and  prelfes  an 
equal  match  on  which  he  had  long 
fet  his  heart ;  fhe  reluctantly  con- 
fents  ;  (he  difmifles  her  lover  ;  (he 
marries ;  (he  renews  her  old  cor- 
refpondence  with  her  favourite  pa¬ 
ramour;  Ihe  admits  him,  with  her 
hulband’s  permiflion,  an  inmate  of 
the  houfe  ;  Ihe  is  indulged  with 
opportunities  of  renewing  with 
him  the  paflionate  fcenes,  and  re¬ 
viving  the  harrowing  remem¬ 


brances  of  former  days ;  and  ex¬ 
pires  in  this  unnatural  intercourfe. 
When  thefe  things  are  fairly  fet 
before  us,  in  all  their  naked  defor¬ 
mity,  we  want  no  monitor  to 
prompt  our  averfion  and  difgull. 
We  fee  by  an  intuitive  glance,  we 
feel  by  an  inftinCtive  thrill,  all  the 
peftilent  diforders  which  would 
flow  in  upon  us,  from  our  encou¬ 
ragement,  from  our  toleration  of 
fuch  practices  ;  from  our  not  driv¬ 
ing  them,  as  we  do,  by  common 
confent,  from  fociety,  with  lhame 
and  fcorn,  and  deteftation.  It  re¬ 
quires  no  logic  to  convince  us, 
that  if  the  fettled  reftriClions  on 
thefe  fubje&s  were  once  removed, 
and  nothing  fubllituted  but  loofe 
perfonal  discretion,  fwayed  by 
every  gull  of  appetite  and  paf- 
flon,  that  all  domeftic  fecurity  and 
comfort,  all  parental  care,  all  filial 
duty,  all  pure  and  hallowed  affec¬ 
tion,  all  conjugal  confidence  and 
endearment,  would  be  overwhelmed 
under  a  flood  of  grofs  adulterous 
lull,  and  corrupted  fentiment.  What 
(hall  we  think  then  of  a  writer, 
who,  by  the  fafcination  of  his 
fable,  the  melting  fervour  of  his 
fentiments,  and  the  vivid  force  of 
his  thrilling  defcriptions,  induces 
us  not  to  palliate  as  venal  errors, 
not  to  approve  as  amiable  failings, 
but  to  enter  into  and  adopt  as  our 
own,  to  cherifh  as  confolatory  ex¬ 
pedients,  and  embrace  as  a  fort  of 
fanCluary  and  refuge  from  defpair, 
thefe  flagrant  violations  of  deli¬ 
cacy,  decency,  and  challity  ?  Is 
it  enough  to  fay,  that  the  aCtors 
in  this  fcene  are  beings  of  a  pecu¬ 
liar  order  :  that  in  the  prefent  de¬ 
praved  condition  of  human  man¬ 
ners,  fuch  practices  might  not  be 
perfectly  prudent ;  but  that  when 
the  fame  purity  of  fentiment  is 
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found,  and  the  fame  difficulties 
occur,  the  fame  paftoral  freedoms 
may  be  innocently  indulged  ? 
Love,  to  which  thefe  edifying 
lectures  are  addrefied,  is,  to  be 
fure,  a  moil  diftinguifhing  paffion, 
and  extremely  cautious  and  delibe¬ 
rative  in  all  its  proceedings.  No 
boarding-fchool  young  lady,  alter 
fuch  an  admonition,  can  be  giddy 
enough  to  fancy  herfelf  a  Julia; 
nor  her  dancing-mailer  a  St.  Preux; 
nor  her  barbarous  father,  who  may, 
groveling  from  prejudice,  oppofe 
the  dear  fcheme  of  Arcadian  feli¬ 
city,  a  Baron  d’Etange,  nor  her 
future  hulband,  fhould  he  prove 
not  quite  fo  indulgent  as  M.  YVol- 
mar,  a  narrow-minded,  hard-heart¬ 
ed,  illiberal  tyrant ! 

His  profefled  plan  of  education, 
is  juft  in  the  fame  ftrain.  It  is  an 
ingenious  fcheme  to  rear  up  a  fort 
of  enlightened  favage  ;  a  being,  who 
in  the  midft  of  focial  habitudes,  is 
to  acf  upon  the  ftrength  of  his  own 
judgment,  in  the  purfuit  of  his 
own  pleafure,  with  a  perfect  con¬ 
tempt  for  all  the  opinions  and  all 
the  prafiices  of  the  world  he  lives 
in.  ((  Voulant  former  Phornme 
de  la  nature,  il  ne  s’agit  pas  pour 
cela  d’  en  faire  un  fauvage,  et  de 
le  releguer  au  fond  des  bois ;  mais 
qiP  enferme  dans  le  tourbillon 
focial,  il  fuffit  qu’  il  ne  s’y  laiffe 
entrdiner,  ni  par  les  paftions,  ni 
par  les  opinions  des  hommes  ;  qu’ii 
voye  par  fes  yeux,  qu’ii  fente  par 
fon  coeur,  qu’  aucune  autorite  ne 
le  gouverne  hors  cede  de  fa  pro- 
preraifon.’'  It  is  an  infane  at¬ 
tempt  to  inflame  that  generous 
warmth  of  feeling,  which' infpires 
an  ingenuous  franknefs  of  temper 
and  ereft  independence  of  fpirit, 
into  a  devouring  conflagration 
againft  the  fyllem  which  thefe 


qualities  feem  peculiarly  deftiried 
to  purify  and  adorn.  Without 
entering  into  a  direct  refutation 
of  paradoxes  which  their  warmelt 
admirers  have  never  ventured  to 
adopt,  it  is  fufficient  to  remark, 
that  fuppofing  beings  attempered 
to  our  wifhes,  conftituted  and 
trained  up  juft  as  wre  would  have 
them,  fuch  a  plan  of  culture  would 
be  miferably  defective,  as  forcing 
each  individual  to  fubfift  on  his 
own  feparate  ftock  of  obfervation 
and  experience  ;  inftead  of  reforting 
to  the  common  accumulating  fund 
derived  from  the  obfervation  and 
experience  of  ages  :  but,  taking 
human  nature  as  we  really  find  it, 
and  as  it  ever  has  been  found,  af« 
fuming  that  mankind  are  fubjeft  to 
excefles  and  defers  of  paffion, 
which  it  is  the  objeft  of  laws,  mo¬ 
rality,  and  manners,  to  reftrain, 
fupply,  and  regulate ;  it  requires 
no  powers  of  prophecy  to  forefee, 
and  common  prudence  has  ever  felt, 
into  what  horrible  confufion  and 
mifehief  the  abrogation  of  all  this 
difeipline  from  without,  by  encou¬ 
raging  each  individual,  on  the 
principle  of  taking  nothing  upon 
truft,  ((  to  be  the  only  law  unto 
himfelf,”  mull,  whilft  man  conti¬ 
nues  man,  inevitably  lead.  It  is 
the  fpirit  of  the  writer,  which  I 
have  chiefly  in  view. 

That  keen  and  morbid  fenflbi- 
lity  which  may  be  regarded  as  the 
root  of  all  thefe  fedu&ive  but  per¬ 
nicious  vifions,  produced  in  the 
unhappy  writer  himfelf,  amidft 
much  fpecious  and  hyperbolical 
virtue,  many  of  the  worft  effects 
of  a  malignant  and  depraved  dif- 
polition.  To  man,  as  he  would 
have  had  him,  PvOuffeau  overflowed 
with  tender,  generous,  and  endear¬ 
ing  emotions ;  to  man,  as  he  is,  he 

was 
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Was  above  meafure  querulous,  cap¬ 
tious,  four,  perverfe,  and  difcon- 
tented  :  as  a  friend,  he  was  cloud¬ 
ed  with  dark:  and  prepofterous  fuf- 
picions  j  and  as  a  lover,  he  quench" 
ed  the  fervours  of  a  delirious 
fancy  in  the  moll  coarfe  and  re¬ 
volting  fenfuality.  The  rubs,  the 
infults,  the  acrimonious  attacks, 
and  petty  perfections,  to  which 
the  fingularity  of  his  opinions  and 
pra&ices  of  courfe  expofed  him, 
though  borne  apparently  with  fuf- 
fscient  vexation  by  his  irritable 
fpirit,  became,  in  time,  the  only 
clement  in  which  he  could  fatisfac- 
torily  fubfift  :  they  not  only  fed 
the  cravings  of  an  infatiable  va- 
ni-ty,  and  fanned  a  zeal  which 
might  have  otherwife  languifhed 
in  fupport  of  his  favourite  para¬ 
doxes,  but  feem,  by  degrees,  to 
have  acquired  the  force  of  an  habi¬ 
tual  dimulative,  eagerly  fought  by 
the  unhappy  victim  to  irritate  a 
didempered  fenfibility  into  plea- 
furable  action  ;  till,  difqualified  at 
length  for  all  the  regular  quiet 
enjoyments  of  life,  and  utterly 
alien,  abhorrent,  and  ferocious, 
to  the  whole  fyftem  of  its  manners 
and  habits,  by  the  united  opera¬ 
tion  of  thefe  carries,  if  it  was  not 
at  the  bottom  of  them  all,  he 
exhibited  in  his  latter  days,  and 
particularly  I  think,  on  his  vifit 
to  this  country,  the  mod  unequi¬ 
vocal  fymptoms  of  a  difordered 
intellect. 


Letters  from  Tapham  Beauclercky  Efq. 
tg  Lord  Charlemont. 

From  Hardy’s  Life  of  the  Earl  of 
Charlemont . 

My  dear  Lord, 

It  is  certainly  ordained  by  fate, 


that  I  fhould  always  appear  in  a 
date  of  humiliation  before  you  ; 
nothing  elfe  could  have  prevented 
me  from  writing  to  you,  and  en¬ 
deavouring  thereby  to  keep  up  an 
intercourfe  with  one  for  whom  I 
(hall  always  retain  the  greated  and 
tendered  regard;  leffening  in  fome 
meafure  the  greated  of  all  human 
evils,  the  feparation  from  thofe  we 
love ;  but  that  infuperable  idle- 
nefs,  which  accompanies  me  through 
life,  which  not  only  prevents  me 
from  doing  what  I  ought,  but 
like  wife  from  enjoying  my  great - 
eft  pleafure,  where  any  thing  -is 
to  be  done,  has  hitherto  prevented 
me  from  writing ;  but  if  I  obtain 
your  pardon  this  time,  I  will,  for 
the  future,  mend  my  manners,  and 
try>  by  one  acl  at  leaf!:,  to  be 
worthy  of  that  friendftlip  which 
you  have  honoured  me  with.  I 
need  not  allure  you,  that  I  mod: 
ardently  wifh  to  vifit  you  this 
fummer  in  Ireland  ;  nothing  but 
lady  D.’s  illnefs  fhall  prevent  me. 
1  have  been  but  once  at  the  club 
fince  you  left  England  ;  we  were 
entertained  as  ufuai,  by  Dr.  Gold- 
fmith’s  abfurdity.  Mr.  V.*  can 
give  you  an  account  of  it.  Sir 
Jofhua  Reynolds  intends  painting 
your  pi&ure  over  again,  fo  you 
may  fet  your  heart  at  reft  for  fome 
time ;  it  is  true,  it  will  lad:  fo 
much  the  longer,  but  then  you  mav 
wait  thefe  ten  years  for  it.  Elmf- 
ly  gave  me  a  commiftion  from  you 
about  Mr.  Walpole’s  frames  for 
prints,  which  is  perfectly  unintel¬ 
ligible  ;  I  wifh  you  would  explain 
it,  and  it  fhall  be  punctually  exe¬ 
cuted.  The  duke  of  Northum¬ 
berland  has  promifed  me  a  pair  of 
his  new  pheafants  for  you,  but  you 
mud  wait  till  all  the  crowned 


*  Mr.  Aginoud  cilia  m  Vefqy,  of  Lucan,  hear  Dublin. 
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heads  in  Europe  have  been  ferved 
firft.  I  have  been  at  the  review 
at  Portsmouth.  If  you  had  feen 
it,  you  would  have  owned,  that  it 
is  a  very  pleafant  thing  to  be  a 

king.  It  is  true  - — - made  a 

job  of  the  claret  to  — — — ,  who 
furnifhed  the  firft  tables  with 
vinegar,  under  that  denomination. 
Charles  Fox  faid,  that  Lord 
S — wich  fhould  have  been  im¬ 
peached  ;  what  an  abominable 
world  do  we  live  in,  that  there 
fhould  not  be  above  half  a  dozen 
honeft  men  in  the  world,  and  that 
one  of  thofe  fhould  live  in  Ireland. 
You  will,  perhaps,  be  {hocked  at 
the  fmall  portion  of  honefty  that 
I  allot  to  your  country ;  but  a 
fixth  part  is  as  much  as  comes  to 
its  fhare ;  and,  for  any  thing  I 
know  to  the  contrary,  the  other 
five  may  be  in  Ireland  too,  for  I 
am  fure  I  do  not  know  where  elfe 
to  find  them.  Your  philanthropy 
engages  you  to  think  well  of  the 
greateft  part  of  mankind ;  but 
every  year,  every  hour,  adds  to 
my  mifanthropy,  and  I  have  had  a 
pretty  confiderable  fhare  of  it,  for 
fome  years  paft.  Leave  your  par¬ 
liament,  and  your  nation  to  fhift 
for  itfelf,  and  confecrate  that  time 
to  your  friends,  which  you  fpend 
in  endeavouring  to  promote  the 
intereft  of  half  a  million  of  fcoun- 
drels.  Since,  as  Pope  fays — 

“  Life  can  little  elfe  fupply, 

“  Than  juft  to  look  about  us,  and  to  die,’* 

Do  not  let  us  lofe  that  moment 
that  we  have,  but  let  us  enjoy  all 
that  can  be  enjoyed  in  this  world ; 
the  pleafures  of  a  true  uninter¬ 
rupted  friendfhip.  Let  us  leave 
this  ifland  of  fog  and  iniquity, 
and  fail  to  purer  regions,  not  yet 


quite  corrupted  by  European  man* 
ners.  It  is  true,  you  muft  leave 
behind  you  Marino,  and  your  me¬ 
dals,  but  you  will  likewife  leave 
behind  you  the  S — s  and  R-— bys 
of  this  place.  I  know  you  will 
fay  you  can  do  all  this  without 
flying  to  the  other  pole,  by  fhun- 
ning  the  fociety  of  fuch  wretches 
but  what  avails  it  to  me,  that 
you  are  the  very  man  I  could 
wifh,  when  I  am  feparated  from 
you  by  fea  and  land?  If  you  will 
quit  Marino,  and  fail  with  me,  I 
will  fly  from  Almack’s,  though, 
whatever  evil  I  may  have  fuffered 
from  my  connexion  with  that 
place,  I  (hall  always  with  grati¬ 
tude  remember,  that  there  I  began 
my  acquaintance  with  you ;  and 
in  the  very  fmcerity  of  truth  I  can 
fay,  that  I  would  rather  have  fuch 
a  friend  as  you,  even  at  three 
hundred  miles  diftance,  than  both 
the  houfes  of  parliament  for  my 
friends  in  London.  I  find,  when 
I  have  once  begun  to  converfe 
with  you,  I  cannot  leave  off;  you 
have  fpoiled  me,  my  Lord,  and 
mult  take  the  confequence.  Why 
fhould  fortune  have  placed  our 
paltry  concerns  in  two  different 
iflands  ?  if  we  could  keep  them, 
they  are  not  worth  one  hour’s  con- 
verfation  at  Elmlly’s.*  If  life  is 
good  for  any  thing,  it  is  only 
made  fo  by  the  fociety  of  thofe 
whom  we  love.  At  all  events,  I 
will  try  to  come  to  Ireland,  and 
fhall  take  no  excufe  from  you,  for 
not  coming  early  in  the  winter  to 
London.  The  club  exifted  but  by 
your  prefence  ;  the  flourifhing  of 
learned  men  is  the  glory  of  the 
ftate.  Mr.  Vefey  will  tell  you, 
that  our  club  confifts  of  the 


*  Ehr.%,  the  bookfeller. 
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greateft  men  in  the  world,  confe- 
quently  you  fee  there  is  a  good 
and  patriotic  reafon  for  you  to  re¬ 
turn  to  England  in  the  winter. 
Pray  make  my  beft  refpefts  to 
Lady  Charlemont,  and  Mifs  Hick¬ 
man*,  and  tell  them  I  with  they 
were  at  this  moment  fitting  at  the 
door  of  our  ale-houfe  in  Gerard, 
ftreet  f. 

Believe  me  to  be, 

My  dear  Lord, 

With  the  utmoft  fincerity, 
Affe&ionately  your's, 

T.  Beauclerk. 


My  dear  Lord, 

I  have  delayed  writing  to  you, 
as  I  had  flattered  myfeif  that  X 
Ihould  have  been  able  to  have  paid 
you  a  vifit  at  Dublin  before  this 
time,  but  1  have  been  prevented, 
not  by  my  own  negligence  and  indo¬ 
lence,  but  by  various  matters.  I 
am  rejoiced  to  find,  by  your  letter, 
that  Lady  C.  is  as  you  with.  I 
have  yet  remaining  fo  much  bene¬ 
volence  towards  mankind,  as  to 
wifh  that  there  may  be  a  fon  of 
yours,  educated  by  you,  as  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  what  mankind  ought  to 
be.  Goldfmith,  the  other  day, 
put  a  paragraph  into  the  newfpa, 
pers,  in  praife  of  Lord  Mayor 
Townfliend.  The  fame  night  we 
happened  to  fit  next  to  Lord  Shel¬ 
burne,  at  Drury-lane  ;  I  mention¬ 
ed  the  circumftance  of  the  para¬ 
graph  to  him;  he  faid  to  Gold- 


[?yi 

fmith,  that  he  hoped  that  he  had 
mentioned  nothing  about  Ma¬ 
lagrida  in  it.  <c  Do  you  know/' 
anfwered  Goldfmith,  u  that  I 
never  could  conceive  the  reafon 
\vky  they  call  you  Malagrida,  for 
Malagrida  was  a  very  good  fort  of 
a  man  :£.  ■*  You  fee  plainly  what 
he  meant  to  fay,  but  that  happy 
turn  of  expreflion  is  peculiar  to 
himfelf.  Mr.  Walpole  fays,  that 
this  ftory  is  a  pidure  of  Gold- 
fmith’s  whole  life.  Johnfon  has 
been  confined  for  fome  weeks  in 
the  Ifle  of  Sky ;  we  hear  that  he 
was  obliged  to  fwim  over  to  the 
main  land,  taking  hold  of  a  cow’s 
tail.  Be  that  as  it  may,  Lady 
Di.  ||  has  promifed  to  make  a 
drawing  of  it.  Our  poor  club  is 
in  a  miferable  decay  ;  unlefs  you 
come  and  relieve  it,  it  will  cer¬ 
tainly  expire.  Would  you  ima¬ 
gine,  that  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  is 
extremely  anxious  to  be  a  member 
of  Almack’s  ?  You  fee  what  noble 
ambition  will  make  a  man  attempt. 
That  den  is  not  yet  opened,  con- 
fequently  I  have  not  been  there ; 
fo  for  the  prefent  I  am  clear  upon 
that  fcore.  I  fuppofe  your  con¬ 
founded  Irifli  politics  take  up 
your  whole  attention  at  prefent. 
If  they  could  but  have  obtained 
the  abfentee  tax,  the  Irifh  parlia¬ 
ment  would  have  been  perfed* 
They  would  have  voted  themfelves 
out  iof  parliament,  and  leflened 
their  ellates  one  half  of  the  value. 


*  Sifter  to  Lady  Charlemont;  a  moll  amiable  and  refpe&able  lady.  She  died  a 
few  years  ago,  regretted  by  all  who  had  the  plealure  of  her  acquaintance. 

f  Gerard-ftreet,  the  Turk’s  Head  Tavern,  in  that  ftieet,  where  the  literary  club 
then  held  their  meetings. 

4:  It  is  almolt  l'uperfluous  to  remark,  that  this  is  the  anecdote  fo  often  mentioned 
of  Goldfmith, 

[|  Lady  Diana  Beauclerk,  wife  to  Mr.  Beauclerk,  and  daughter  to  Charles,  late 
Duke  of  Marlborough ;  eminent  for  her  exquilite  tafte  and  ikill  in  painting.  1  ord 
Charlemont  has  often  mentioned  to  me,  that  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  frequently  declared 
to  him,  that  many  of  her  ludylhip’s  drawings  might  be  ltudied  as  models. 

Vol.  LII.  or  Vol.  X.  New  Series.  [3  £]  This 
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This  is  patriotifm  with  a  ven¬ 
geance.  I  have  heard  nothing  of 
your  peacock’s  eggs.  The  Duke 

of  N - d  tells  me,  that  if  they 

are  put  into  tallow,  or  butter,  they 
will  never  hatch.  I  mention  this 
to  you,  as  worthy  of  your  notice. 
Mr.  Walpole  promifed  me  to  fend 
you  a  drawing  of  his  frames,  but 
he  has  been  fo  much  engaged  with 
Lord  Orford’s  affairs,  that  he  has 
probably  forgot  it.  There  is  no¬ 
thing  new  at  prefent  in  the  literary 
world.  Mr.  Jones  *,  of  our  club, 
is  going  to  publifh  an  account,  in 
Latin,  of  the  Eaftern  poetry,  with 
extra&s,  tranllated  verbatim,  in 
verfe.  1  will  order  Elmfley  to 
fend  it  to  you,  when  it  comes  out ; 
I  fancy  it  will  be  a  very  pretty 
book.  Goldfmith  has  written  a 
Prologue  for  Mrs.  Yates,  which 
(he  fpoke  this  evening  before  the 
Opera.  It  is  very  good.  You  will 
foon  fee  it  in  all  the  newfpapers, 
otherwife  I  would  fend  it  to  you. 
I  hope  to  hear,  in  your  next  letter, 
that  you  have  fixed  your  time  for 
returning  to  England.  We  cannot 
do  without  you.  If  you  do  not 
come  here,  I  will  bring  all  the 
club  over  to  Ireland,  to  live  with 
you,  and  that  will  drive  you  here 
in  your  own  defence.  Johnfon 
fhall  fpoil  your  books,  Goldfmith 
pull  your  flowers,  and  Bofwell  talk 
to  you ;  flay  then  if  you  can. 
Adieu,  my  dear  lord.  Pray  $nake 
my  beft  compliments  to  Lady 
Charlemont. 

Believe  me  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

T.  B. 


My  dear  Lord, 

Enclofed  I  fend  you  the  draw- 
gs  of  Mr.  Walpole’s  frames ; 


which  I  did  not  receive  till  laff 
night.  I  hope  you  received  a  let¬ 
ter  from  me  fome  time  ago;  I 
mention  this,  that  I  may  not  ap¬ 
pear  worfe  than  I  am,  and  likewife 
to  hint  to  you  that,  when  you  re¬ 
ceive  this,  you  will  be  two  letters 
in  my  debt.  I  hope  your  parlia¬ 
ment  has  finifhed  all  its  abfurdities, 
and  that  you  will  be  at  leifure  to 
come  over  here  to  attend  your 
club,  where  you  will  do  much  more 
good  than  all  the  patriots  in  the 
world  ever  did  to  any  body,  viz. 
youwill  make  many  of  your  friends 
extremely  happy  ;  and  you  know 
Goldfmith  has  informed  us,  that  no 
form  of  government  ever  contribut¬ 
ed  either  to  the  happinefs  or  mifery 
of  any  one.  I  faw  a  letter  from 
Foote,  with  an  account  of  an  Irifh 
tragedy  ;  the  fubjeCt  is  Manlius, 
and  the  laft  fpeech  which  he  makes 
when  he  is  pufhed  off  from  the 
Tarpeian  Rock,  is,  “  Sweet  Jefus! 
where  am  I  going  Pray  fend 
me  word  if  this  is  true.  We  have 
a  new  comedy  here,  which  is  good 
for  nothing ;  bad  as  it  is,  how¬ 
ever,  it  fucceeds  very  well,  and 
has  almoft  killed  Goldfmith  with 
envy.  I  have  no  news,  either 
literary  or  political,  to  fend  you. 
Every  body,  except  myfelf,  and 
about  a  million  of  vulgars,  are  in 
the  country.  I  am  clofely  confined, 
as  Lady  Di.  experts  to  be  fo  every 
hour. 

I  am,  my  dear  lord, 

Very  fincerely  and 
Affectionately  yours, 

T.  Beauclerk. 
Adclphi,  Dec.  1773. 

My  dear  lord, 

I  have  this  moment  received 


*  Sir  William  Jones. 


your 
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your  letter,  and  I  need  not  tell 
you  how  happy  it  has  made  me, 
by  informing  me  that  Lady  Charle- 
mont  is  well,  and  yourfelf  fo  much 
better.  I  can  now  give  you  a 
better  reafon  for  not  writing  fooner 
to  you,  than  for  any  other  thing  I 
ever  did  in  my  life.  When  Sir 
Charles  Bingham*  came  from  Ire¬ 
land,  I,  as  you  may  eafily  ima¬ 
gine,  immediately  enquired  after 
you ;  he  told  me  that  you  were 
very  well,  but  in  great  affliction, 
having  juft  loft  your  child.  You 
cannot  conceive  how  I  was  (hock¬ 
ed  with  this  news ;  not  only  by 
confidering  what  you  fuffered  on 
this  occafion,  but  I  recollected  that 
a  foolifti  letter  of  mine,  laughing 
at  your  Irifh  politics,  would  ar¬ 
rive  juft  at  that  point  of  time.  A 
bad  joke  at  any  time  is  a  bad 
thing ;  but  where  any  attempt  at 
pleafantry  happens  at  a  moment 
that  a  perfon  is  in  great  affliction, 
it  certainly  is  the  moft  odious 
thing  in  the  world.  I  could  not 
write  to  you  to  comfort  you ;  you 
will  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  I 
did  not  write  to  you  at  all.  I 
mu  ft  now  entreat  you  to  lay  afide 
your  politics  for  fome  time,  and 
to  confider  that  the  taking  care  of 
your  health  is  one  of  the  moft 
public-fpirited  things  that  you  can 
poffibly  do  ;  for,/  notwithstanding 
your  vapour  about  Ireland,  I  do 
not  believe  that  you  can  very  well 
fpare  one  honeft  man.  Our  poli¬ 
ticians,  on  this  fide  the  water,  are  all 
afleep ;  but  I  hear  they  are  to  be 
awakened  next  Monday,  by  a 
printer,  who  is  ordered  to  attend 
the  bar  of  the  houfe,  for  having 
abufed  Sir  Fletcher  Norton.  They 
have  already  pafted  a  vote,  that 


Sir  Fletcher’s  charader  is  immacu¬ 
late,  and  will  moft  certainly  pun ifh. 
the  printer  moft  feverely,  if  a 
trifling  circumftance  does  not  pre¬ 
vent  them,  viz.  that  the  printer 
fhould,  as  he  moft  probably  will, 
refufe  to  attend.  Our  club  has 
dwindled  away  to  nothing.  No¬ 
body  attends  but  Mr.  Chambers, 
and  he  is  going  to  the  Kaft  Indies. 
Sir  Jofhua  and  Goldfmith  have 
got  into  fuch  a  round  of  pleafures, 
that  they  have  no  time.  In  my 
next  I  will  fend  you  a  long  hiftory 
of  all  our  friends,  and  particularly 
an  account  how  twelve  thoufand 
pounds  may  be  paid  without  ad¬ 
vancing  one  fingle  (hilling.  This 
is  certainly  very  convenient,  and, 
if  you  can  get  rid  of  all  your  feel¬ 
ing  and  morality  before  my  next 
letter  arrives,  you  may  put  it  in 
praCfice,  as  probably  it  has  not 
yet  been  introduced  into  Ireland. 

Believe  me  to  be, 

My  dear  lord, 

T.  Beauclerk. 
Adelphi ,  Feb.  IZth ,  1774. 

My  dear  Lord, 

That  it  was  my  full  intention  to 
vifit  you  in  Ireland,  and  that  it 
(till  remains  fo,  is  as  true  as  that  I 
love  and  efteein  you  more  than  any 
man  upon  this  earth  j  but  various 
accidents  have  hitherto  prevented 
me,  the  laft  of  which  has  been  a 
violent  illnefs,  which  obliges  me 
to  a  conftant  attendance  on  Dr. 
Turton;  but,  in  fpite  of  him,  or 
nature  itfelf,  I  will  very  foon  pay 
you  a  vifit.  Bufinefs,  it  is  true, 

I  have  none  to  keep  me  here  ;  but 
you  forget  that  I  have  bufinefs  in 
Lancafhire,  and  that  I  muft  go 
there  w'hen  I  come  to  you.  Now 


*  The  late  Lord  Lucan.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Literary  Club. 
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you  will  pleafe  to  recoiled,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  this  world  I 
fo  entirely  hate  as  bufinefs  of  any 
kind,  and  that  I  pay  you  the 
greateft  compliment  I  can  do, 
when  I  rifque  the  meeting  with 
my  own  confounded  affairs,  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
you ;  but  this  I  am  refolved  to 

do.  The  D - is  quite  a  new 

acquaintance ;  he  fays,  he  is  a 
fcholar,  and  I  believed  him  to  be 
fo.  He  feemed  a  good-natured 
man,  and  a  man  of  parts,  and  one 
proof  I  am  fure  he  gave  of  his 
understanding,  by  exprefling  a 
ftrong  defire  to  be  acquainted  with 
you.  I  had  recolledion  enough, 
however,  not  to  give  him  a  letter 
to  you,  as  I  fufped  that  a  certain 
thing,  called  politics,  might  be 
the  caufe  of  a  difference  between 
you ;  particularly  as  he  told  me, 
that  he  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
Rigby *8.  And  if  the  old  proverb 
is  true,  Nofcitur  a  foe  to,  I  guefled  he 
was  not  a  man  after  your  ownheart. 
Why  fhould  you  be  vexed  to  find 
that  mankind  are  fools  and  knaves  ? 
I  have  known  it  fo  long,  that  every 
frefh  inftance  of  it  amufes  me,  pro¬ 
vided  it  does  not  immediately  affeft 
my  friends  or  myfelf.  Politicians 
do  not  feem  to  me  to  be  much 
greater  rogues  than  other  people  ; 
and  as  their  a&ions  affeft,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  private  perfons  lefs  than  any 
other  kind  of  villany  does,  I  cannot 
find  that  I  am  fo  angry  with  them. 
It  is  true  that  the  leading  men,  in 
both  countries,  at  prefent  are,  I 
believe,  the  moft  corrupt  aban¬ 
doned  people  in  the  nation  ; — but 
now  that  I  am  upon  this  wortl  y 
fubjeft  of  human  nature,  I  will 
inform  you  of  a  few  particulars  re¬ 
lating  to  the  difeovery  of  Otaheite, 
which,  Dr.  Hawkefworth  faid, 


placed  the  king  above  all  the  con¬ 
querors  in  the  world  ;  and,  if  the 
glory  is  to  be  eftimated  by  the  mif- 
chief,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is 
not  right.  WhenWallisfirft  anchor¬ 
ed  off  the  ifland,  two  natives  came 
along-fide  of  the  fhip,  without 
fear  or  diftruft,  to  barter  their 
goods  with  our  people.  A  man, 
called  the  boat-keeper,  who  was 
in  a  boat  that  was  tied  to  the  fhip, 
attempted  to  get  the  things  from 
them  without  payment.  The  fa- 
vages  refitted,  and  he  ftruck  one  of 
them  with  the  boat-hook,  upon 
which  they  immediately  paddled 
away.  In  the  morning  great  num¬ 
bers  came  in  canoes  of  all  fizes 
about  the  fhip.  They  behaved, 
however,  in  the  moft  peaceable 
manner,  ftill  offering  to  exchange 
their  commodities  for  any  thing 
that  they  could  obtain  from  us. 
The  fame  trick  was  played,  by  at¬ 
tempting  to  take  away  their  things 
by  force.  This  enraged  them,  and 
they  had  come  prepared  to  defend 
themfelves  with  fuch  weapons  as 
they  had  ;  they  immediately  began 
to  fling  ftones,  one  of  which  went 
into  the  cabin  window.  Wallis, 
on  this,  ordered  that  the  guns, 
loaded  with  grape  {hot,  fhould  be 
fired  ;  this,  you  may  imagine,  im¬ 
mediately  difperfed  them.  Some 
were  drowned,  many  killed,  and 
fome  few  got  on  fhore,  where  num¬ 
bers  of  the  natives  were  affembled. 
Wallis  then  ordered  the  great  guns 
to  be  played,  according  to  his 
phrafe,  upon  them.  This  drove 
them  off,  when  he  ftill  ordered  the 
fame  paftime  to  be  continued,  in 
order  to  convince  them,  as  he  fays, 
that  our  arms  could  reach  them  at 
fuch  a  diftance.  If  you  add  to 
this,  that  the  inhabitants  of  ail 
thefe  iflands  are  eat  up  with  vile 

diforders, 
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tftforders,  you  will  find,  that  men 
may  be  much  worfe  employed  than 
by  doing  the  dirtieft  job  that  ever 
was  undertaken  by  the  lowed  of 
our  clerk-miniders.  Thefe  parti¬ 
culars  I  had  from  a  man  who  went 
the  lad  voyage,  and  had  them  from 
the  gunner  ot  Wallis’s  fhip.  We 
have  one  of  the  natives  here,  who 
was  wounded  in  that  infernal  maf- 
facre.  There  is  another  curiofity 
here,  Mr.  Bruce.  His  drawings 
are  the  mod  beautiful  things  you 
ever  faw,  and  his  adventures  more 
wonderful  than  thofe  of  Sirabad  the 
failor,  and  perhaps  as  true.  I  am 
much  more  afflitffed  with  the  ac¬ 
count  you  fend  me  of  your  health, 
than  I  am  at  the  corruption  of  your 
miniders.  I  always  hated  poli¬ 
tics,  and  I  now  hate  them  ten  times 
worfe,  as  I  have  reafon  to  think 
that  they  contribute  towards  your 
ill  health.  You  do  me  great  juf- 
tice  in  thinking  that  whatever 
concerns  you  mud  intered  me,  but 
as  I  widi  you  mod  fincerely  to  be 
perfectly  happy,  I  cannot  bear  to 
think  that  the  villainous  proceed¬ 
ings  of  others  ihould  make  you  mi- 
ferable  ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  undoubt¬ 
edly  you  will  never  be  happy. 
Charles  Fox  is  a  member  at  the 
Turk’s  Head,  but  not  till  he  was 
a  patriot,  and  you  know,  if  one 


repents,  &c.  There  is  nothing  new 
but  Goldfmith’s  Retaliation,  which 
you  certainly  have  feen.  Pray  tell 


Lady  Charlemont,  from  me,  that 
I  defire  fhe  may  keep  you  from 
politics,  as  they  do  children  from 
fweetmeats,  that  make  them  fick. 
Believe  me  to  be,  See . 

T.  Beawclerk. 

Mtfwell  Hill}  Summer  Quartos , 
July  iS thy  1774. 


On  the  Feudal  Syjlcm  and  on  Chi - 

hi  airy  and  Romance,  From  the  Life 

of  Torquato  Taffo,  by  ].  Black. 

As  we  are  now  approaching  the 
period  when  Taffo  began  his  poe¬ 
tical  career,  by  the  publication  of 
the  poem  of  Rina/dof  it  will  not  per¬ 
haps,  be  improper  to  fay  fomething 
of  the  nature  of  chivalry,  and  the 
reign  of  romantic  fidion.  Thefirdof 
thefe  topics  has  been  largely  treated 
of  by  feme  illudrious,  and  the  lad 
by  feveral  able  writers.  From 
thefe  i  diall  feled,  as  briefly  as 
poffible,  the  remarks  which  feem 
bed  fitted  to  illuftrate  the  fub- 
jed,  and  mix  them  with  fuch  ob- 
fervations  as  may  occur  to  myfelf*. 

When  the  barbarous  tribes  over¬ 
ran  the  different  provinces  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  the  lands  (didri- 
buted  by  loty  were  thence  called 
Allodial) y  and  were  held  in  entire 
dominion  by  each  proprietor,  with¬ 
out  any  other  obligation,  than 
that  of,  on  great  occafions,  defend- 


*  The  middle  ages,  and  thofe  which  immediately  preceded  the  revival  of  letters, 
are  in  the  higheft  degree  interefling,  and  have  been  treated  by  pedants  with  infinitely 
too  much  contempt.  In  fact,  we  owe  to  them  much  more,  than  to  the  Greeks  and  Ro¬ 
mans.  The  direction  of  the  mariner’s  compafs,  paper,  printing,  gunpowder,  wind¬ 
mills,  glafs,  &c.  have  been  at  Icali  as  ufefuj  to  mankind  as  the  Egotifras  of  AriftotJe 
or  the  bad  reafonings  of  Plato,  What  fpecies  of  architecture  interelts  fo  lirongly  as 
the  Gothic,  the  fancy  and  the  heart?  The  refinement  of  modern  manners,  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  many  delicate  and  many  dignified  fentiments,  has  been  traced  in  a  confidera- 
ble  degree  to  the  inttitutions  of  the  middle  ages  ;  and  their  manners  and  adventures 
furnifhed  the  poet  with  new  images  and  descriptions  fuperior  in  inter  eft  to  thofe  derived 
from  what  are  called  the  heroic  ages  of  antiquity. 
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ing  the  community.  New  tribes 
fucceeded  to  the  firft,  and  fubduing 
large  tracks  of  country,  many  in¬ 
dividuals  occupied  large  landed 
eftates.  The  king,  or  chieftain 
who  had  led  them  to  conqueft, 
naturally  acquired  the  largeft  por¬ 
tion  of  territory.  Thefe  lands,  he 
found  it  convenient  to  parcel  out 
to  his  principal  followers,  fubjeft- 
ing  them  to  certain  aids,  and  mili¬ 
tary  fervices.  His  example  was 
imitated  by  his  courtiers,  who  dis¬ 
tributed,  under  fimilar  conditions, 
portions  of  their  eftates  to  their 
dependants.  A  feudal  kingdom 
was  thus  a  military  eftablifhment, 
and  had  the  appearance  of  a  victori¬ 
ous  army,  fubordinate  to  command, 
and  encamped  under  its  officers 
in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

Amidft  the  turbulence  and  dif- 
order  of  the  middle  ages,  the  allo¬ 
dial  poffeffor  found  it  convenient, 
both  for  perfonal  fafety,  and  the 
protection  of  his  property,  to  fub- 
je&  his  eftate  to  the  feudal  fer¬ 
vices,  and  become  the  vaffal  of 
fome  great  military  baron. 

The  country  was  thus  portioned 
out  amongft  a  number  of  warlike 
chieftains,  all  of  them  confidering 
themfelves  as  independant  of  the 
fovereign,  except  during  a  period 
of  national  war.  Poffeffed  of  large 
territories,  and  refiding  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  capital,  they  ereded 
ftrong  and  gloomy  fortreffes,  in 
places  of  difficult  accefs ;  and  not 
only  oppreffed  the  people,  and 
flighted  the  civil  magiftrate  ;  but 
were  often  in  a  condition  to  fet 
the  authority  of  the  crown  itfelf 
at  defiance.  As  the  tenure  by 
which  the  lands  were  held  was 
military,  as  there  was  no  art  or 
fcience  to  occupy  the  mind,  every 
landed  proprietor  was  a  foldier. 


and  being  expert  and  ftrong  by 
the  daily  life  of  arms,  was  eager 
for  an  opportunity  of  fhowing  his 
prowefs.  This  was  never  want¬ 
ing  ;  for  when  not  employed  in 
fome  expedition  againft  a  private 
enemy,  he  was  commonly  engaged 
in  fome  petty  enterprife,  prompted 
by  avarice,  idlenefs,  or  revenge. 
Animofities  and  feuds  were  conti¬ 
nually  rifing  among  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  barons,  and  as  lives  were  often 
loft  in  thefe  combats,  difputes  were 
rendered  hereditary,  and  the  fon 
fucceeded  to  the  quarrels,  as  well 
as  to  the  eftate  of  his  anceftor. 

In  thefe  private  battles  only  a 
few  were  engaged  at  a  time,  fo 
that  the  prowefs  of  a  fingle  com¬ 
batant  became  confpicuous,  and 
had  a  confiderable  influence  on  the 
fortune  of  the  day.  Thofe  who 
chiefly  diftinguifned  themfelves 
were  the  barons,  and  principal  per- 
fons,  who  had  a  great  advantage 
over  the  common  people,  by  fight¬ 
ing  on  horfeback  clothed  in  armour, 
by  the  fuperiority  of  their  wea¬ 
pons,  and  by  the  dexterity  and 
fkill  which  they  had  acquired  by 
conftant  exercife.  In  thefe  com¬ 
bats,  the  fame  individuals  were 
frequently  at  different  times,  and 
probably  with  different  fuccefs,  led 
to  encounter  each  other ;  their  emu¬ 
lation  and  animofity  were  thereby 
increafed  ;  they  fingled  out  each 
other  in  the  field,  and  mutual  chal¬ 
lenges  were  given  to  a  compara¬ 
tive  trial  of  fkill,  courage,  or  ad- 
drefs. 

From  thefe  challenges,  and  pri¬ 
vate  encounters,  arofe  the  pra&ice 
of  duelling,  and  of  the  judicial 
combats.  When  a  difpute  arofe 
between  two  barons  in  fome  civil 
court,  upon  any  matter  of  property, 
the  parties,  who  in  fuch  cafes  were 

not 
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fnot  diftinguilhed  either  for  polite- 
oefs  to  their  adverfaries,  or  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  judge,  generally  difa- 
greed  about  fads,  and  affronted,  or 
gave  one  another  the  lye„  This, 
whieh  flill  continues  to  be  the 
principal  offence  for  which  fattsf ac¬ 
tion  is  required,  induced  them  to 
appeal  to  the  fword  ;  and  the  civil 
magiftrate,  finding  himfelf  unable 
to  reftrain  them,  and  wiftiing  at 
the  fame  time  not  to  lofe  all  flia. 
dow  of  authority,  contented  him¬ 
felf  with  fuperintending  the  cere¬ 
monies,  and  with  regulating  the 
forms  of  the  encounter.  There 
exifts,  too,  in  the  human  breaft,  a 
certain  kind  of  retributive  princi¬ 
ple,  which  renders  it  natural  to 
believe  that  the  Almighty  and 
Omnifcient  Being  will  vindicate 
innocence,  and  punilh  guilt.  The 
impatience  of  mankind,  however, 
leads  them  to  imagine  that  the  in¬ 
tervention  ought  to  take  place  even 
in  this  world,  and  that  a  folemn  ap¬ 
peal  to  Heaven  muft  needs  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  difcovery  of  its  will. 
This  opinion  was  rendered  peculi¬ 
arly  ftrong  in  thofe  times  by  the 
clergy,  whofe  temporal  policy  it 
was  to  reprefent  the  Divine  Power  as 
difpenfing  with  thelaws  of  nature  on 
the  moft  frivolous  occafions,  where 
their  intereft  was  concerned.  ‘‘One 
fuperftition  prepared  the  way  for 
another  j  and  whoever  believed 
that  the  Supreme  Being  had  inter- 
pofed  miraculoufly  on  thofe  trivial 
occafions  mentioned  in  legends, 
could  not  but  exped  this  interven¬ 
tion  in  matters  of  great  imporance, 
when  folemnly  referred  to  his  deci¬ 
sion. ”  * 

Even  the  prejudices  of  men, 


however,  are  not  wholly  preju¬ 
dices.  The  belief  of  the  vifible 
interpofition  of  the  Supreme  Power 
was  not  altogether  without  foun¬ 
dation.  Many  effeds  are  natu¬ 
rally  produced  by  moral  caufes ; 
“a  finful  heart  makes  a  feeble 
hand;”f  and,  things  in  other  ref- 
peds  being  equal,  it  is  not  impro¬ 
bable  that  innocence  would  gene¬ 
rally  triumph.  This  cuftom  of 
duelling,  and  the  peculiar  notions 
of  honour  which  now  arofe,  were 
unknown  in  former  times,  “  In 
thofe  ancient  ftates,”  fays  Mr. 
Miller,  “  that  were  moft  addided 
to  war,  as  in  Rome  and  Sparta,  the 
people  were  early  brought  under 
the  authority  of  government,  fo 
as  effedually  to  prevent  the  exer- 
cife  of  private  hoftilities.  A  Ro¬ 
man  or  Spartan,  therefore,  was 
never  under  the  neceflity  of  fup- 
porting  his  military  dignity  in  op- 
pofition  to  his  own  countrymen  ; 
but  was  conftantly  employed  in 
maintaining  the  glory  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  in  oppofition  to  that  of  his 
enemies.  The  prejudices  and  ha¬ 
bits  acquired  in  fuch  a  fituation 
were  all  of  a  patriotic  nature. 
The  pride  or  enmity  of  individuals 
were  exerted  in  ads  of  public  fpirit, 
not  in  private  animofities  and  dif- 
putes.”  § 

The  pofiefiion  of  great  ftrength 
and  (kill  being  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence,  men  of  rank  were  in  thofe 
days  trained  to  the  ufe  of  arms  by 
long  previous  difcipline.  From 
this  circumftance,  from  the  dignity 
of  mind  infpired  by  the  idea  of  in¬ 
dependence,  from  the  habit  of  def- 
pifing  danger,  the  fentiment  of 
ftrength,  and  the  condition  of  fo- 


*  Robertfon’s  Charles  V.  vol.  I.  p.  61. 
t  Marnaion,  Canto  VI.  ft.  31. 

§  Hiltorical  View  of  the  Englifh  Government,  p,  78.  4to.  1787. 
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ciety,  arofe  the  lingular  inlHtution 
of  chivalry.  Even  in  the  forefts 
of  Germany,  the  initiation  of  a 
youth  to  the  profelfipn  of  a  war¬ 
rior,  had  been  attended  with 
folemn  and  appropriate  ceremonies. 
The  chieftain  of  the  tribe  decorated 
him  with  the  fword  and  armour  ; 
a  fi  tuple  form,  which  was,  in  the 
prog  refs  of  the  feudal  lyftem,  con¬ 
verted  into  a  myfterious  and  pom¬ 
pous  rite.  Previ  us  to  their  adr 
million  into  the  knightly  order, 
the  young  pandidates  began  atten¬ 
dance  from  their  early  years  on 
fome  perfon  of  valour  and  reputa¬ 
tion,  by  whofe  example  and  in- 
fini£hon,  they  might  become  dif- 
tinguifhed  forcourtefy  and  prowefs. 
The  former  of  thefe  qualities  was 
produced  by  their  readings  to  take 
lire,  and  to  avenge  the  fmalleft  ap¬ 
proach  to  contumely  ;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  Jed  them  to  refpeft 
each  other,  and  to  be  careful  of 
giving  the  lead:  olfence  in  their 
converfation  or  conduct.  After 
having  palfed  through  a  complete 
comfe  of  military  education,  they 
were  then  admitted,  by  many  de¬ 
vout  and  pompous  ceremonies,  to 
the  high  dignity  of  knighthood  ; 
an  honour  which  prefuppofed  a  no¬ 
ble  origin,  a  long  difcipline  and 
ikill  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  and,  joined 
with  valour,  a  high  degree  of 
co  irtefy  and  honour. 

From  thefe  warlike  ideas  and  em¬ 
ployments  arofe,  too,  the  military 
fports,  delignated  by  the  name  of 
joujis  and  tournaments  ;  the  former 
a  more  private  and  inferior,  the 
latter  a  more  pompous  and  public 
exhibition  *.  Thefe  mock  fights 


ferved  the  purpofe  of  interefting 
the  mind,  when  fcenes  of  true  war 
did  not  prefent  themfelves,  of  dis¬ 
playing  and  augmenting  the  addrefs 
and  vigour  of  the  youthful  cham¬ 
pion,  of  collecting  from  different 
quarters  the  fair  and  brave,  and  of 
attefting  the  magnificence  and  hof- 
pitality  of  the  prince  or  baron.  At 
thefe,  not  only  the  “  gorgeous 
knights”  of  the  fame,  but  thofe  of 
every  country,  were  welcome  to  ex  ■? 
hibit  their  llrength  and  Ikill  ;  their 

- - - Tilting  furniture,  emblazoned 

Ihields, 

Imprefs  quaint,  caparil'ons  and  Heeds. 

After  which  they  were  entertained 
at  the 

"■  ■■  "  marlbailed  feaft 
Served  up  in  hall,  with  fewers  and  fe- 
nefchals  f . 

The  knight  was  thus,  by  the  na¬ 
ture  of  his  education,  diftinguilh- 
ed  for  llrength,  courtefy  and  va¬ 
lour ;  nor  in  thofe  days,  when  the 
afcendancy  of  the  church  was  all- 
powerful,  was  he  lefs  remarkable 
for  his  warm  and  fuperftitious  de¬ 
votion.  The  pomp  and  circum- 
llance  of  the  Roman  Catholic  wor¬ 
th  ip,  its  relics  and  its  miracles, 
made  a  llrong  and  irrefiftible  im- 
prelfion  on  tfie  fancy  and  the  heart. 
There  was,  befides,  little  demand 
fpr  virtue  and  good  works;  and 
the  knight  might  gratify,  without 
remorfe,  all  his  amorous  or  ireful 
palfions,  provided  he  believed  in  cer¬ 
tain  dogmas,  complied  with  certain 
pilgrimages  or  penances,  and  efpe- 
cially  did  not  negledl  to  prefent  his 
tythes  and  oblations  to  the  church. 

One  circumftance  remains  to  be 


*  According  to  St.  Palaye,  jovji  was  properly  a  {ingle  combat  with  lances;  tourna¬ 
ment,  a  combat  of  leveral  champions  with  offenfive  weapons,  which  allowed  them  to 
turn  in  all  directions.  Mt/noircs  sur  I’Ancienne  Che  valerie,  Tom.  I.  pp.  153,  263. 
f  Puradtl'e  Loft,  ix.  39. 
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accounted  for,  and  that  is,  the 
romantic  love  and  gallantry  by 
which  the  age  of  chivalry  was  dif- 
tinguifhed  *.  There  are  two  ap¬ 
petites,  which,  for  wife  purpofes, 
the- Author  of  Nature  has  implant* 
ed  in  fentient  beings,  the  appetite 
for  food,  and  that  of  the  fexes, 
The  firft,  being  requifite  for  indi* 
vidual  prefervation,  is  ftrongeft 
and  moft  neceflary  ;  and  wherever, 
as  among  the  favages  of  North 
America,  its  gratification  was  un¬ 
certain  and  imperfeft,  the  fexual 
appetite  was  weak,  and  the  de* 
graded  female  was  held  in  fmall 
efteem.  On  the  other  hand, 
where  the  comforts  of  life  were 
abundant,  as  in  Otaheite,  no  re¬ 
ft  rain  t  was  laid  upon  fexual  indul¬ 
gence,  and  individual  love  was  loft 
in  general  voluptuoufnefs, 

This  is,  in  fome  degree,  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  what  takes  place  in  the 
progrefs  of  fociety,  with  regard  to 
thofe  fentiments  and  affe&ions 
which,  though  ultimately  founded 
on  appetite,  are  refined  into  the 
elegant  paflion  of  love,  and  have  a 
confiderable  influence  in  the  exal¬ 
tation  of  our  nature.  In  a  ftate  of 
poverty  and  indigence,  the  mind 
lofes  its  fenfibility  to  beauty  5  and 
befides,  the  female  cannot  acquire 
thofe  graces  and  embellifliments 
which  fafcinate  the  imagination. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  wealth 
and  luxury  have  increafed  to  a 
great  height,  diffipation  is  pro¬ 


duced,  and  the  heart  lofes  its  tone 
by  indulgence  in  fenfual  gratifica¬ 
tions.  Befides,  as  the  youth  are 
in  the  daily  habit  of  feeing  almoft 
all  the  beauties  of  the  country,  the 
heart  does  not  eafily  fix  on  one, 
ftrong  and  fervent  love  gives  place 
to  frivolous  and  general  gallantry. 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  ftate 
of  fociety  moft  favourable  to  the 
paflion  of  love,  is  one  like  that 
in  the  middle  ages,  equally  re¬ 
moved  from  the  extremes  of  indi¬ 
gence  and  of  luxury.  It  is  a  paf- 
fion,  too,  which  is  nourilhed  in  a 
high  degree  by  obftacles ;  and  thefe 
occurring  frequently  at  that  period, 
inflamed  it  to  a  fever,  of  which 
there  are  few  that  can  now  form  a 
conception.  The  virgins  were  not 
then  led  in  troops  to  public  aflem- 
blies,  but  lived  in  retirement,  in 
ftately  caftles,  furrounded  often  by 
romantic  woods.  The  fight  of  a 
beauty  was,  from  her  feclufion, 
rare,  and  made  an  almoft  infalli¬ 
ble  impreflion  on  a  vigorous  and 
uncorrupted  heart.  At  no  period, 
too,  were  higher  ideas  conceived, 
either  of  individual  dignity,  or  of 
family  importance  ;  fo  that  a  lady 
would  not  ftoop  to  give  encourage* 
ment  to  a  lover  who  was  not  dif- 
tinguiftied  by  rank  and  prowefs. 
Even  in  fuch  cafes,  Ihe  was  haughty 
and  referved,  often  infolent  and 
fcornful.  Add  to  this,  that  by 
frequent  feuds  and  family  hoftili- 
ties,  a  knight  might  often  acci- 


*  It  hath  been  through  all  ages  ever  feen, 

That  with  the  praife  of  arms,  and  chivalry, 

The  prize  of  beauty  ftill  hath  joined  been. 

And  that  for  reafons  fpecial  privity ! 

For  either  doth  on  other  much  rely  ; 

For  he,  me  feems,  moft  fit  the  fair  to  ferve, 

That  can  her  belt  defend  from  viilany  ; 

And  (he  moll  fit  his  fervice  doth  deferve, 

That  fairell  is,  and  from  her  faith  will  never  fwerve. 

Spenser,  Faerie  Queene ,  Book  IV.  Can.  V.  St.  1 
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dentally  become  enamoured  of  a 
lady  of  fome  houfe  at  variance  with 
his  own.  Thefe  and  other  circum¬ 
stances,  by  interpofing  obftacles 
which  were  difficult  to  be  fur- 
mounted,  fixed  on  fome  objedt, 
and  exalted  the  imagination,  and 
love  became  a  fpecies  of  warm,  and 
almoft  frenzied  devotion  *. 

Withhis  fenfibilities  thus  awaken¬ 
ed,  alive  to  honour,  and  eager  to  dif- 
tinguifh  himfelf  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  and  of  his  miftrefs,  the 
knight  often  fallied  forth  in  fearch 
of  adventures,  when  domeftic  cares 


to  his  prote&ion,  and  many  dif- 
treffed  damfels  (we  are  told)  were 
defended,  refcued,  or  avenged. 
In  fhort,  there  was  an  obligation 
on  whoever  had  been  dignified 
with  the  high  honour  of  knight¬ 
hood,  to  be  a  mirror  of  valour, 
devotion,  courtefy,  juftice,  gene- 
rofity,  and  honour.  His  reward 
was  love,  his  means  of  attaining 
it  glory.  Thus,  when  the  “  fquyr 
of  lowe  degre’’  becomes  enamour¬ 
ed  of  the  ((  kings  doughter  of 
Hungre,**  (he  addrefies  him,  in 
the  old  romance,  as  follows  : 


did  not  furnifh  fufficient  exercife  for 
his  aftivity  and  courage.  Amidft 
the  diforder  and  anarchy  of  thofe 
times,  there  was  much  infolence  to 
be  repreffed,  and  much  diftrefs  to 
be  fuccoured.  It  was  the  duty  and 
object  of  the  errant  knight  to  pu- 
nifh  the  injuries,  and  redrefs  the 
grievances  of  the  feeble  and  op- 
preffed,  provided  the  opprefifed  per- 
fons  were  people  of  diftindlion. 
The  female  fex  had  a  peculiar  claim 


For,  and  ye  my  love  Ihould  wynne, 

With  chyvalry  ye  mult  begynne. 

And  ryde  through  many  a  perylloirs 
place 

As  a  venterous  man  to  feke  your  grace  ; 
Over  hylies  and  dales,  and  bye  moun- 
taines, 

In  wethers  wete,  both  hayle  and  raynes, 
And  yf  ye  may  no  harbroughe  fe. 

Then  mult  ye  lodge  under  a  tr6, 

Among  the  beaftes  wyld,  and  tame. 

And  ever  you  wyll  gette  your  name  f. 

The  record  of  the  exploits  and 


*  No  one  of  the  ancient  Greek  or  Latin  poets  has  written  on  the  fubje6t  of  love 
with  the  fame  delicacy  of  fentiment  as  exilts  in  the  following  fong.  It  was  computed 
in  the  beginning  of  the  13th  century,  by  Thibaut  IV.  Earl  of  Champagne,  and  King 
of  Navarre. 

Las!  fij’avois  pouvoir  d’oublier 
Sa  beaute,  fon  bien  dire, 

Et  fon  tres  doux  regarder, 

Finirois  mon  martyre. 

Mair  las !  mon  casur  je  n’er  puis  oter, 

Et  grand  affolage 
M’est  dTeperer  ; 

Mais  tel  fervage 
Donne  courage 
A  tout  endurer. 

Et  puis  comment  oublier 

&  a  beaut6,  fon  bien  dire; 

Et  fon  tres  doux  regarder! 

Mieux  aime  mon  martyre. 

e<  Lefanciens,”  fays  the  Abbe  de  Sade,  lpeaking  of  the  manner  in  which  Petrarch 
treated  love,  “  ne  connoiflent  pas  ce  langage  du  coeur  fi  delicat  et  fi  pur.  Daus  les 
beaux  liecles  de  1’ancienne  Rome,  les  poetes  n’entretenoient  leurs  maitreffes,  que  des 
i'aveurs  qu’ils  defiroientou  de  celles  qu’ils  avoient  reyues.” 

Sic  de  Pelrarquc  Pref.  p.  6. 

Ritfon’s  Ancient  English  Metrical  Romances ,  Vol.  ill,  p.  152. 
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adventures  of  thefe  enterprifing 
knights,  was  called  romance,  from 
the  circumftance  of  their  being 
fung  by  the  minftrels,  in  the  vul¬ 
gar  or  corrupted  Roman  language.* 
Never  did  a  mode  of  life  produce 
chara&ers  equally  energetic,  and 
manners  equally  linking  as  thofe 
of  chivalry,  never  did  it  offer  to 
the  poet  fubjedls  equally  glowing 
to  the  fancy,  interefting  to  cu- 
riofity,  and  affefting  to  the  heart. 
If  we  conlider,  firft,  the  fcenery  in 
which  the  adlors  were  placed,  what 
could  be  more  pidturefque  than 
thofe  frowning  caftles,  thofe  ma* 
jeftic  cathedrals,  thofe  magnificent 
abbeys  ?  The  habitations  of  the 
people,  indeed,  were  hovels,  their 
lituation  humble  and  degraded, 
their  manners  rude  or  mean  ;  but 
this  gave  only  a  bolder  relief  to 
thofe  who  were  in  the  higher  ranks 
of  fociety.  With  regard  to  their 
cojiume ,  never  did  man  conceive 
himfelf  of  fo  much  individual  im¬ 
portance,  nor  teftify  his  pride  and 
oflentation  by  fuch  fplendour  of 
array,  fuch  pomp  of  attendance, 
or  fuch  folemnity  of  ceremonial. 
Contemplated  in  a  moral  view,  that 
mixture  of  generofity  and  barba¬ 


rity,  of  fiercenefs  and  gallantry, 
of  fuperflition  andenthufiafm  ;  that 
refined  polifh  obferved  even  to  the 
greateft  enemy  ;  that  generous 
valour  with  which  they  expofed 
themfelves  to  hazards  ;  have  all  a 
tendency  powerfully  to  affeft  the 
imagination.  Add  to  this,  the 
number  of  thofe  hazards,  the  va¬ 
riety  of  adventures,  which,  from 
the  Hate  of  fociety,  the  knight 
was  likely  to  encounter ;  add,  too, 
the  fabulous  natural  foes,  which  a 
mind  unacquainted  with  the  con- 
flitution  of  things,  and  the  fuper - 
natural  ones,  which  a  fuperftitious 
fancy  might  conjure  up  to  itfelf, 
and  we  fhall  own,  that  never  were 
richer  fubjefts  of  delineation  pre- 
fented  to  the  pencil  of  the  poetf . 

The  records,  I  have  fa  id,  of  the 
adventures  and  prowefs  of  thefe 
warlike  knights  were  called  ro¬ 
mances.  Thefe  romances  were 
adorned  with  many  fabulous  em- 
bellifhments  ;  and  different  hypo- 
thefes  have  been  formed  to  account 
for  the  introduftion  and  nature  of 
thefe  fupernatural  ornaments.  Mr. 
Warton  attributes  to  the  Saracens 
the  origin  of  thofe  fplendid  fab- 
lings,  to  which  we  give  the  name 


*  “  It  is  generally  admitted,  (fays  Mr.  Ellis)  that  the  word  Romance  was  first  em¬ 
ployed  to  fignify  the  Roman  language,  as  fpoken  in  the  European  provinces  of  the 
empire ;  and  that  in  its  moft  extenfive  fenfe,  it  comprifed  all  the  dialects  of  which  the 
bafis  was  the  vulgar  Latin,  whatever  might  be  the  other  materials  which  entered  into 
their  conftrtuSlion.  The  name  was,  therefore,  equally  applicable  to  the  Italian,  the 
Spanifh,  and  French;  and  was  fometimes,  though  iucorredtly,  applied  to  the  vulgar 
languages  of  other  countries;  but  the  earliett  and  molt  familiar  ufe  of  the  word  in 
this  ifland,  was  to  exprefs  that  diale£t  of  the  French  which  had  been  introduced 
among  us  by  the  Norman  conquelt.  It  was  afterwards,  by  an  eafy  tranfition,  em¬ 
ployed  to  fignify  indiscriminately  all  fuch  works  as  were  computed  in  that  dialedt ; 
and,  laltly,  in  confequeuce  of  the  growing  fondnefs  of  our  Norman  anceltors  for  tales 
of  chivalry,  became  exclufively  appropriated  to  this  lpecies  of  compolition.”  Intro¬ 
duction  to  Specimens  of  early  English  Metrical  Romances ,  p.  2. 

The  reader  will  find  long  ill  nitrations  of  the  above  note  in  Ritfon’s  Ancient  English 
Metrical  Romances,  Vol.  I.  There  are  fome  very  good  remarks  on  this  lubjeCt,  in  a 
dialogue  of  Sperone  Speroni,  Delel *  Historia.  Parte  seconda. 

-j~  What  fervice  was  rendered  to  poetry  by  chivalry,  will  appear  from  a  beautiful 
pillage  of  Chamfort,  in  his  Discours  de  Reception . 
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of  romantic  fi&ion.  We  know, 
indeed,  that  the  fcience  of  modern 
Europe  is  confiderably  indebted  to 
the  Saracens ;  nor  is  it  probable, 
that  literature  owes  them  nothing. 
It  does  not  feem,  however,  to  be 
proved,  that  its  obligations  are 
very  great  ;  and,  as  the  fcience  of 
the  Arabians  was  derived  from 
the  Greeks,  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  many  of  their  fi&ions  alfo,  had 
their  fource  in  the  writings  of 
Homer,  the  fountain  from  which 
the  flreams  of  poetry,  which  have 
gladdened  every  land,  have  prin¬ 
cipally  flowed. 

A  fecond  hypothecs  has  been 
fupported  by  the  bifhop  of  Dro- 
more;*  that  romantic  fi&ion  was 
principally  derived  from  the  tales 
or  fagas  of  the  northern  bards. 
Thefe  fagas,  however,  are  now  af- 
ferted  by  antiquaries  to  be  gene¬ 
rally  modern  and  fpurious ;  and 
the  Edda  itfelf,  if  not  a  complete 
forgery,  is  a  work,  it  is  faid,  of 
no  great  antiquity.  Its  pretended 
author  Snorro,  (which,  as  Ritfon 
obferves,  is  no  bad  name  for  a 
dreamer,)  compiled,  or,  according 
to  the  fame  writer,  fabled  it  in 
the  thirteenth  or  fourteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  and  manifeftly  long  after  the 
introduftion  of  Chriftianity  into 
the  northf .  Both  the  Arabic  and 
Gothic  fyflems,  however,  feem  to 
be  true  to  a  certain  extent ;  though 
by  no  means  to  fuch  a  degree,  or 
fo  exclufively,  as  their  refpe&ive 
champions  have  fuppofed. 

Others  again,  (as  Mr.  Leyden, 
in  his  Introduction  to  the  Complaynte 
of  Scotland^)  fuppofe  Armorica  or 
Brittany  to  be  the  native  country 
of  romantic  fi&ion.  All  the  Eu¬ 


ropean  nations  derived  their  ro** 
mances  of  chivalry  from  the 
French,  and  all  the  French  ro¬ 
mances  originated  (with  one  or 
two  exceptions)  in  the  north  of 
France.  The  more  ancient  ro¬ 
mances  of  chivalry  too,  have  espe¬ 
cially  celebrated  the  heroes  of 
Brittany,  or  thofe  of  Wales  ;  from 
which  it  is  aflerted,  a  large  colony 
of  Britons  fled  to  Armorica,  about 
the  year  513,  from  the  Saxon 
tyranny, 

With  regard,  however,  to  the 
colouring  and  machinery  intro¬ 
duced  into  thefe  fabulous  narra¬ 
tions,  (at  leaft  in  the  form  in 
which  they  appear  among  the  Ita¬ 
lian  writers,)  whatever  did  not 
arife  from  the  ftate  of  manners, 
and  the  creative  power  of  the  ima¬ 
gination,  may  be  attributed,  I 
think,  almoft  wholly  to  the  claf- 
iical  tales  of  antiquity.  The 
compofers  of  romance  feem  not  to 
have  been  ignorant  of  the  works 
of  feveral  of  the  ancient  Greek 
and  Latin  poets.  The  war  of 
Troy  was  the  fubjeft  ©f  many  po¬ 
pular  poems  5  nor  was  there  a 
Single  ftriking  mythological  idea, 
perhaps,  which  did  not  linger  be¬ 
hind,  and  which  was  not  modified 
by  the  peculiar  manners  of  the 
times. 

Men  lykyn  geftis  for  to  here. 

And  Romans  rede  in  divers  manere, 

Of  Alexandre  the  conquerour. 

Of  Julius  C&sar  the  emperour. 

Of  Greece  and  Troy  the  ftrong  ftryf, 
Ther  many  a  man  loft  his  lyf. 

Cursor  Mundi  a  pud  Ritson.  cv. 

The  expedition  of  Jafon  in  fearch 
of  the  golden  fleece,  the  golden 
apples  of  the  Hefperides  watched 
by  a  dragon,  the  king's  daughter. 


*  Reliques  Vol.  Ill-  p.  11.  &c.  See  alfo  Mallet  Introduction  a  I’Histoire  de  Dan- 
ncmarc. 

f  Dissertation  on  Romance  and  Chivalry,  p.  30, 
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who  is  an  enchantrefs,  and  who  de¬ 
livers  the  hero,  is  fo  perfect  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  romantic  fiftion,  that 
we  are  told  by  Quadrio,  that  it 
was  confidered  by  many  as  a  Gre¬ 
cian  romance  of  chivalry*.  There 
is,  indeed,  fcarcely  a  fable  in  the 
poem  of  Ariofto,  of  which  the 
elements  may  not  be  found  in  the 
fiftions  of  the  Greeks.  In  An¬ 
dromeda,  we  have  the  prototype 
of  diftreflfed  damfels  on  the  point 
of  being  devoured  by  an  ork  or 
dragon,  and  delivered  by  a  knight. 
Circe  and  Calypfo,  are  the  ori¬ 
ginals  of  Alcina  and  Armida  ;  and 
the  flying  horfe  of  Beilerophon, 
appears  to  be  the  dam  of  the  Hyp- 
pogryf.  A  fentietit  tree  is  de- 
fcribed  in  Virgil’s  tale  of  Poly- 
dorus ;  enchanted  armour  is  fur- 
nilhed  by  Vulcan,  both  to  Achilles 
and  Eneas ;  and  a  giant  and  his 
cave  are  exhibited  in  the  ftory  of 
Polyphemus.  The  head  of  Me- 
dufa  is  the  obvious  origin  of  the 
ftupefying  fliield ;  and  the  ring 
which  renders  invifible,  is  to  be 
met  with  in  the  fable  of  Gygas. 
Camilla  and  Penthefllea  might 
eaflly  furnifh  the  idea  of  Marfifa 
and  Bradamante. 

On  the  Merit  of  the  PharJ'alia  of 

Lucan .  From  an  Inquiry  into  the 

7iature  and  extent  of  Poetic  Li¬ 
cence.  By  N.  A.  Vigors,  Jun . 

Eft. 

Before  I  conclude  the  prefent 


[803 

fubjeft,  and  difmifs  the  confidera- 
tion  of  hiftorical  poetry,  I  hope  to 
be  excufed  for  indulging  myfelf  in 
dwelling  fomewhat  longer  on  the 
character  and  merits  of  Lucan’s 
poem.  Although  I  may  be  partly 
forced  to  retrace  the  fame  grounds 
that  have  fo  often  been  palled 
over,  and  although  the  fubjeft  may 
already  be  fuppofed  to  be  drawn 
out  to  too  great  an  extent,  I  can¬ 
not  deny  myfelf  the  gratification 
of  applying  the  principles  lately 
under  difcuflion  to  that  poem,  and 
evincing  its  general  conformity 
with  them  as  far  as  its  nature  and 
conftitution  will  admit.  While  I 
confefs  that  my  chief  obj eft  infeek- 
ing  this  indulgence  is  to  endeavour 
to  endeavour  to  refcue  a  favourite, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  a  highly  de- 
ferving  work  from  indifcriminate 
cenfure,  I  at  the  fame  time  have 
fome  hopes  that  the  difcuflion  may 
ferve  to  illuftrate  more  clearly 
the  economy  of  the  hiftoric  poem, 
and  point  out  its  coincidence  with, 
and  deviation  from,  the  rules  that 
regulate  the  more  pure  epopee. 

In  regarding  the  S(  Pharfalia,p 
with  a  view  to  the  firft  qualifica¬ 
tion  prefcribed  by  Ariftotle  for 
the  fable  of  poetry,  we  have  to 
make  allowance  for  the  peculiar 
circumftances  which  caufed  it  to 
be  left  unfinilhed.  By  the  prema¬ 
ture  death  of  its  author,  two  books 
at  leaf!  are  wanting  to  perfeft  the 
original  defign,  and  to  complete 


*  Storm  d'ogni  Poesia,  Vol.  IV.  453.  From  this  was  derived  a  northern  Romance, 
Jason  and  Medea;  and  about  the  year  1147,  a  chronicle  hiftory  of  the  Britons  and 
Englilh,  was  compofed,  from  Jason  and  the  Atchie veme at  oj-  the  Golden  Fleece ,  till  the 
death  of  Henry  I.  Befides,  at  a  fimilar  ftep  of  the  focial  progrefs,  fimilar  ideas  and 
manners  are  prevalent  among  different  nations.  Hercules,  Thefeus,  and  Jafon,  were 
the  knights-errant  of  the  ancients*,  and  iEfchylus  tells  us,  in  his  tragedy  of  the 
Seven  before  Thebes,  that  Devices  and  Legends  are  as  old  as  the  liege  of  that  city. 
Thus  Polynices  had  on  his  lhield  a  reprefentation  of  himfelf  in  armour,  led  by  the 
goddefs  Jultice,  with  the  legend  “  J  will  re-establish  thee ”  &c.  See  a  differtation  on 
this  fubjeft,  by  the  Abbe  'Fraguier,  Memoircs  de  l*  Academic  des  Inscriptions,  tome  3 . 
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the  integrity  of  the  poem.  We  are 
not,  however  at  a  lofs  to  afcertain 
to  what  extent  the  fubjeft  would 
have  been  continued  •  from  the 
author’s  own  words,  as  indicative 
of  his  defign,  and  thofe  of  fome  of 
his  contemporaries,  we  may  colleCt 
that  he  meant  to  have  completed 
it  with  the  detail  of  Cato’s  death 
at  Utica,  and  the  confequently 
total  triumph  that  remained  to 
Caefar.  When  we  add  thefe  latter 
circumftances  to  the  aCtion  as  it 
now  ftands,  we  have  before  us  a 
perfect  example  of  a  fubjeCt  com¬ 
plete  in  all  its  dependencies.  It  ex¬ 
hibits  a  well-conneCted  chain  of 
occurrences,  no  link  of  which  is 
broken.  The  beginning,  middle, 
and  end,  are  diftinClly  marked  out, 
following  each  other  with  a  mu¬ 
tual  dependence  ;  all  referring  to 
the  great  end  of  the  fubjeCt,  and 
embracing  whatever  is  neceffary 
to  its  full  comprehenfion.  Thus 
the  poet  commences  his  aClion 
with  the  firft:  material  advance  of 
Caefar  to  the  fubjettion  of  his 
country.  Having  in  his  own  per- 
fon  given  a  fhort  detail  of  the  caufes 
of  the  war,  he  commences  his  ac¬ 
tion  with  a  view  of  Caefar  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rubicon  ;  a  fcene 
which  affords  fo  appropriate  an 
opening  to  his  poem,  that  we  may 
venture  to  pronounce  it  without  a 
parallel  in  the  annals  of  hiftory. 
He  thence  advances  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  war,  detailing  in  fucceffion 
the  feveral  aCtions  which  led  to  its 
termination :  he  defcribes  the  va¬ 
rious  fucceffes  of  Caefar  in  Italy, 
Spain,  and  Africa  ;  his  great  vic¬ 
tory  at  Pharfalia,  his  conquefts  in 
Egypt,  and  his  final  triumph  at 
Utica.  We  have  thus  an  important 
fubjedi  before  our  eyes — the  down¬ 
fall  of  Roman  liberty  :  we  fee  its 


commencement,  its  progrefs  and 
termination,  diftinClly  pointed  out. 
We  witnefs  the  firft  ftrokes  aimed 
againft  it  by  its  enemy  ;  and  the 
noble  ftand  it  makes  at  every  ftage 
to  which  it  retires  fiom  his  over¬ 
powering  affault ;  we  fee  it  receive 
a  mortal  wound  in  the  death  of 
Pompey,  but  yet  making  a  few 
feeble  ftruggles  for  exiftence ;  and 
fondly  we  contemplate  its  laft 
dying  efforts  as  it  expires  with  the 
fall  of  Cato. 

The  aCtion  of  the  f<  Pharfalia,” 
thus  unfolded  with  all  its  depen¬ 
dencies,  advances  a  ftep  further 
towards  perfection  by  the  appropri- 
atenefs  of  its  extent .  In  the  former 
view  it  poffeffes  all  that  gratifies  ex¬ 
pedition  ;  in  the  latter,  it  embraces 
all  that  is  neceffary  tofecureitsinte- 
reft,  and  uphold  its  dignity.  In  this 
refpeCt  the  poet  has  been  peculi¬ 
arly  fortunate  in  his  fubjedf.  No 
poem,  unlefs  perhaps  we  except  the 
i(  Iliad,”  and  indeed  no  fingle  por¬ 
tion  of  hiftory,  difplays  a  feries  of 
events  fo  grand  and  fo  important, 
or  a  train  of  characters  fo  exalted 
and  engaging.  Compared  with 
the  fubjeCt  of  the  “  iEneid”  it  pof¬ 
feffes  a  marked  fuperiority.  The 
foundation  of  an  empire  cannot 
afford  the  poet  fo  much  fcope  for 
elevation  of  fentiment,  and  of  de» 
fcription,  as  its  deftruCtion  :  the 
view  of  its  rife  may  excite  intereft, 
but  dignity  as  well  as  intereft  mull 
charaCterife  its  decline  and  fall. 
Rome,  in  the  fC  Pharfalia, ”  is  ex¬ 
hibited  to  us,  not  in  the  helplefs- 
nefs  of  infancy,  but  in  all  the  gran¬ 
deur  of  maturity.  We  fee  the 
bulwark  of  her  independence  raifed 
to  the  higheft  elevation,  and 
ftrengthened  by  the  firmeft  flip- 
port  :  proportionally  dignified,  and 
overwhelming,  therefore,  muft  be 
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the  aflault,  by  which  we  ultimately 
fee  it  Tapped  and  overturned.  The 
characters  involved  in  its  fate  pof- 
fefs  equal  dignity  with  the  inci¬ 
dents.  We  need  only  mention  the 
names  of  Pompey,  Cato,  and  Bru¬ 
tus,  to  fill  the  imagination  with 
the  higheft  conception  of  true  pa¬ 
triotic  heroifm.  And  in  noinftancee 
among  ancient  writers  have  we 
fuch  an  example,  as  Lucan  has  ex¬ 
hibited  of  the  female  character, 
arrayed  in  its  native  and  appro¬ 
priate  attributes.  If  we  with  to 
contemplate  a  pi&ure  of  tendernefs 
united  with  fortitude,  of  the  foftell 
traits  of  the  female,  combined  with 
the  mo  ft  exalted  fentiments  of  the 
heroine,  we  fhall  fee  it  ftrikingly 
delineated  in  the  Cornelia  of  Lu¬ 
can. 

In  the  introduction  of  his  epi- 
fodes,  which,  as  it  has  been  already 
obferved,  chiefly  conftitute  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  fable,  Lucan  has  exhi¬ 
bited  an  accurate  judgment.  From 
what  has  been  already  declared  of 
the  nature  of  the  hiftorie  poem,  it 
mu  ft  be  evident  that  the  fpecies  of 
epifodes  which  contains  events  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  commencement  of  the 
main  aCiion,  can  feldom  be  admit¬ 
ted  into  its  compofition.  As  the 
poet  is  bound  to  take  up  his  fubjeCl 
from  theoutfet,  and  to purfue  it  pro- 
greftively  through  its  regular  ftages, 
fuch  epifodes  become  part  of  the 
main  aCiion  itfelf,  or  dilations  of 
it.  Of  courfe  the  greater  part  of 
the  epifodes,  which  can  be  incor¬ 
porated  with  propriety  into  an  hif- 
torical  poem,  arethofe  which  fpring 
out  of  the  main  aCiion.  Among 
epifodes  of  this  defcription,  we 
diftinguifh  with  admiration  the 
relation  which  the  poet  gives  of 
the  prodigies  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war ;  of  the  death  of  Curio 


in  Africa  ;  of  Appius*  confutation 
of  the  oracle  at  Delphi  ;  of  the  ad¬ 
venture  of  Sextus  Pompeius  with 
Erichtho  ;  and  particularly  of  the 
meeting  and  parting  of  Pompey 
and  Cornelia.  It  is  alfo  evident 
that  the  clafs  of  epifodes  which 
contains  incidents  fubfequent  to 
the  clofe  of  the  action  are  inconfif- 
tent  with  the  plain  truth  of  hifto- 
ric  poetry.  Where  popular  fuper- 
ftitions,  however,  give  a  colour 
for  their  introduction,  a  licence 
may  be  claimed  for  opening  a  view 
to  events  beyond  the  range  of  the 
aCtion.  Such  may  be  confidered 
the  prophecy  of  the  confequences 
of  the  war  which  are  unfolded  by 
the  Roman  augur  amid  the  prodi¬ 
gies  that  enfued  at  its  commence¬ 
ment.  And  the  poet  himfelfj  when 
animated  by  the  warmth  ofhisfub- 
jeCt,  and  infpired  by  the  enthufiafm 
of  his  art,  may  at  times  ftreteh  his 
fuhjeCl  beyond  its  proper  limits, 
and  give  the  reader  fome  infight 
into  futurity.  The  hint  that  Lu¬ 
can  gives  of  the  death  of  Caefar  in 
the  Capitol,  while  he  defcribes  him 
riding  in  triumph  over  the  remains 
of  ftaughtered  countrymen  at  Phar- 
falia  ;  and  his  fubfequent  reference 
to  the  memorable  events  of  Pachy- 
nus,  of  Mutina,  and  of  AClium, 
breathe  the  true  fpirit  of  the  higher 
poetry.  But  the  judgment  and 
genius  of  Lucan  are  more  evident 
in  his  frequent  infertion  of  orna¬ 
mental  epifodes.  In  thefe  his  poem 
moft  copioufly  and  moft  juftly 
abounds.  It  is  in  fuch  appendages 
that  the  hiftorical  poet  aiferts  the 
fuperiority  of  his  art  over  that  of 
the  mere  hiftorian.  His  fubjeCl, 
being  compofed  for  the  moft  part 
of  known  and  real  incidents,  re¬ 
quires  at  times  fome  relief  from  the 
truenefs  of  fuch  materials,  by  being 

interfperfed 
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interfperfed  with  occafional  efFu- 
fions  of  poetic  invention.  We  are 
gratified  at  feeing  the  poet  himfelf 
introduced  whenever  he  can  enter 
with  propriety,  and  in  perceiving 
his  genius  expatiate  whenever  it 
can  with  impunity  (hake  off  the 
trammels  of  reality.  In  this  point 
our  poet  is  peculiarly  admirable, 
whenever  he  is  at  liberty  to  give 
the  reins  to  his  fancy  he  never  fails 
to  embellifh  and  dignify  his  fub- 
je£L  The  ground -work  of  his  com- 
pofition,  it  is  true,  being  formed 
ofhiftoric  materials,  Hands  forward 
with  a  ftrong  and  prominent  bafts ; 
but  a  living  fpring  of  true  poetic 
fpirit  is  every  where  feen  breaking 
out,  and  fwelling  through  the  veins 
of  its  more  folid  fubftance.  When 
he  enters  into  the  province  of  def- 
cription,  his  genius  expands  in  full 
vigour.  In  his  animated  relation 
of  the  Delphick  rites,  in  his  por¬ 
trait  of  the  country  of  Theffaly, 
and  of  the  Theffalian  forcery,  in 
his  account  of  Libya,  and  of  the 
courfe  of  the  Nile,  with  the  caufes 
of  its  rife  and  decreafe,  he  difplays 
a  richnefs  and  ftrength  of  colouring 
not  excelled  in  the  compofitions  of 
the  moft  favoured  fchools  of  de- 
fcription.  His  frequent  apoftro- 
phes  throughout  the  work  tend 
no  lefs  to  diverfify  and  to  enliven 
its  matters  :  when  touched  by  any 
engaging  object,  or  animated  by 
any  ftriking  occurrence ;  his  feel¬ 
ings  hold  out  as  if  to  anticipate 
the  reader's  thoughts,  and  to  fup- 
ply  him  with  words  to  exprefs  his 
emotions.  His  inveftives  againft 
Csefar,  and  the  plains  of  Theffaly, 
for  being  the  inftrument,  and  the 
fcene  of  his  country’s  downfall, 
his  apoftrophe  to  the  llaughtered 
Curio,  and  the  frequent  ebullitions 
of  his  admiration  on  the  conjugal 


affe&ion  of  Pompey  and  Cornelia 
would  be  fufficient  of  themfelves, 
had  he  no  further  merit,  to  immor¬ 
talize  his  name  as  a  poet. 

It  is  in  fa&  in  thefe  digreffions, 
and  in  thefe  ornamental  appendages 
to  the  more  fimple  adion  of  hiftory, 
that  the  fundamental  diftindion 
lies  between  the  hiltorian  and  the 
hiftoric  poet.  The  former  inftruds 
by  relating  the  truth ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  pleafes,  as  well  as  inftruds, 
by  relating  the  truth,  but  embel¬ 
lifh  ed  by  many  adventitious  or¬ 
naments.  Under  the  hands  of  the 
former,  hiftory  is  moulded  into 
dignity  and  proportion  ;  but  ani¬ 
mated  by  the  Promethean  fpirit  of 
the  latter,  it  arifes  into  life  and 
beauty.  The  feveral  provinces, how¬ 
ever,  of  reality  and  fancy  fhould  be 
diftindly  kepta-part:  hiftory  fhould 
be  diverfified,  but  not  confounded ; 
overlaid,  but  not  obfcured,  by  in¬ 
vention,  Thus,  diverfified,  it 
will  exhibit  the  moft  engaging 
appearance,  in  whatever  light 
we  regard  it.  Its  alternating 
fhades  will  in  one  light  unfold 
the  fteady  and  dignified  tint  of  hif¬ 
tory  ;  or,  regarded  in  a  more  lu¬ 
minous  view,  it  will  difplay  a 
thoufand  varying  dyes,  enlivened 
by  the  brilliancy  of  poetical  ge- 
nuis. 

The  unity  of  the  “  Pharfalia" 
has  already  been  examined  in  the 
preceding  part  of  this  chapter,  as 
far  as  arrangement  is  conducive  to 
this  qualification.  The  a&ion  may 
be  confidered  one,  in  comprehend¬ 
ing  the  circumftances  of  one  united 
and  important  fubjeft.  Even  hiftory 
i:felf  may  poffefs  this  unity,  pro¬ 
vided  it  is  confined  to  one  great 
portion  of  real  occurrences,  and 
unfolds  all  that  relates  to  it,  and 
nothing  more.  Thus  the  i(  Phar- 

falia,** 


t 
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falia,”  though  its  fubjeft  embraces 
fuch  a  variety  of  events,  and  ex¬ 
tends  to  fo  many  different  quarters 
of  the  globe,  is  yet  one  fable  ;  it 
exhibits  the  fame  fhock  which, 
though  firft  felt  at  the  centre,  pro- 
greflively  overwhelmed  all  whofe 
fate  was  involved  in  the  defliny  of 
Rome,  and  ultimately  fpread  its 
convulfive  effects  to  the  very  ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  empire. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  when 
we  fum  up  the  various  excellencies 
which  appear  in  the  conduct  of 
Lucan ;  when  in  regarding  his 
economy  we  perceive  his  adherence 
to  thofe  critical  maxims  which 
were  confident  with  the  nature  of 
hiftoric  poetry,  and  his  rejection  of 
thofe  ornaments  which  were  in¬ 
compatible  with  its  charafter  | 
when  we  add,  what  has  been  no¬ 
ticed  in  preceding  feftions,  the  ex- 
aft  judgment  with  which  he  has 
felefted  and  handled  his  materials, 
whether  hiftorical,  or  marvellous  ; 
we  may  not  merely  venture  to 
place  him  at  the  head  of  thofe 
poets,  whether  ancient  or  modern, 
who  have  followed  in  the  fame 
paths  of  compoiition  ;  but  acknow¬ 
ledge  him  to  take  his  feat  in  the 
ranks  of  the  art  among  the  mod 
dignified  names  of  antiquity.  Had 
he  lived  to  complete  his  defign,  to 
lop  off  fome  few  redundancies,  and 


to  foften  a  harlhnefs  of  expreffion, 
occafionally  difcoverable  in  his 
dyle,  his  work  would  have  proved 
not  more  didinguifhed  by  the 
drength  of  its  effeft,  than  by  the 
highnefs  of  its  hmfh.  Taking  it, 
however,  with  all  its  difadvanta- 
ges,  we  may  affirm  that  the  pre- 
diftions  have  been  fully  realized 
which  he  himfelf  has  pronounced 
on  his  compoiition,  in  the  prophe¬ 
tic  fpirit  of  his  art,  and  in  that 
confidence  of  fuccefs  which  is  al¬ 
ways  attendant  on  fuperior  powers. 


*  InvidiS,  facrte,  Caefar,  ne  tangcre 
fa  mas  : 

Nam  fi  quid  Latiis  fas  eft  promittere 
Mulls, 

Quantum  Smyrntei  durabunt  vatis  ho- 
nores, 

Yfenturi  me,  teque  legent:  Phatisalia 
noftra 

Vivet,  et  a  nuello  tenebris  daranabitur 
aevo. 


Phars.  ix. 


Nor  can  we,  when  we  fee  the  full 
accomplifhinent  of  his  predictions, 
avoid  applying  to  him  the  words 
with  which  he  prefaced  this  invo¬ 
cation,  and  exclaiming  in  praife  of 
that  mufe  which  has  ennobled  and 

immortalized  him  : 

\ 

0  facer,  et  magnus  vatum  labor,  om¬ 
nia  fato 

Eripis,  et  populis  donas  mortaiibus  cevum  ! 

lb. 


*  Nor,  Cmfar,  thou  disdain,  that  I  rebearfe, 
Thee,  and  thy  wars,  in  no  ignoble  verle  ; 

Since,  if  in  aught  the  Latin  Mule  excel, 

My  name,  and  thine,  immortal  I  foretel. 

Eternity  our  labours  lhall  reward, 

And  Lucan  flourifh  bke  the  Grecian  bard  ; 

My  numbers  lhall  to  lateft  time  convey 
The  tyrant  Csefar,  and  Pbarlalia’s  day. 

•p  O  poefy  divine  !  O  fucved  fong  ! 

To  thee  bright  fame  and  length  of  days  belong  ; 
Thou,  god  dels  !  thou  eternity  canft  give 
And  bid  (ecure  the  mortal  hero  live. 


Rowe. 


11  OWE. 
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Remarks  on  the  Affertion  of  Mr. 
Foxy  refpe fling  the  Song  of  the 
Nightingale.  By  the  M after  of 
Caius  Collegey  Cambridge.  From 
Jlluf  rations  of  Conner  and  Chan¬ 
cery  by  the.  Rev.  H.  J.  Todd. 

(t  The  fong  of  the  Nightingale 
has  been  long  confidered  as  plain¬ 
tive  and  melancholy.  The  late 
Mr.  F  ox,  however,  appears  to 
have  entertained  an  oppofite  opi¬ 
nion  ;  and  has  fupported  it  by  fe¬ 
deral  arguments  and  authorities, 
in  a  Letter  addreffed  to  Mr.  Grey, 
and  publifhed  in  the  Preface  to  his 
Hiftory  of  King  James  II.  See 
Lord  Holland’s  Preface,  p.  12. 
Thefe  arguments  and  authorities  I 
now  purpofe  to  examine,  but  with¬ 
out  attempting  to  decide  upon  the 
general  merits  of  the  opinion  which 
they  were  intended  to  defend.  The 
words  of  the  Letter  are  firft  given, 
and  the  remarks  fubjoined.  In 
defence  of  my  opinion  about  the  Night¬ 
ingales  ,  I  find  Chancery  voho  of  all 
poets  feems  to  have  been  the  fondefi 
of  the  finging  birds ,  calls  it  a  MER¬ 
RY  note.  The  paffage  in  Chaucer  is 
in  the  The  Flower,  and  Leaf. 

((  From  the  foregoing  obferva- 
tion,  I  Ihould  be  much  inclined  to 
fufjped,  that  the  author  was  not 
aware  of  the  ancient  ufage  of  the 
word  merry ,  In  the  works  of 
Chaucer,  and,  I  believe,  in  almoft 
all  old  Englifh  poetry,  it  is  fre¬ 
quently  employed  to  exprefs  what 


is  agreeable  or  pleafant,  without 
having  any  relation  to  mirth.  Such 
is  plainly  its  meaning  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  inftance,'*  Canterb.  Talesy 
ed.  Tyrwhitt,  ver.  14972. 

Or  herbe  ive  growing  in  our  yerd,  that 
mery  is. 

This  inftance  may  perhaps  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  illuftrate  the  more  vague 
and  general  application  of  the 
word 

“  A  much  more  important  point 
in  the  prefent  queftion  is,  to  afcer- 
tain,  if  poflible,  that  peculiar  qua¬ 
lity  in  foundsy  to  which  Chaucer 
has  fo  frequently  applied  the  word 
mery  ;  and  I  hope  to  produce,  what 
may  be  fairly  confidered  as  that 
Poet's  own  authority  for  pronounc¬ 
ing  this  quality  to  be  fvseetnefs . 
In  the  Manciple's  Tale,  after  a 
fhort  hiftory  of  Phebus,  he  gives 
the  following  account  of  his  won¬ 
derful  crow,  ver.  17079, 

Now  had  this  Phebus  in  his  hous  a  crowe. 
Which  in  a  cage  he  foftred  many  a  day, 
And  taught  it  l’peken,  as  menteche  a  jay. 
Whit  was  this  crowe,  as  is  a  fnow-whit 
Iwan, 

And  contrefete  the  fpeche  of  every  man 
He  coude,  whan  he  lhulde  tell  a  tale. 
Therwith,  in  all  this  world,  no  nightin¬ 
gale, 

Ne  coude  by  an  hundred  thoufand  del 
Singen  fo  wonder  merily  *  and  wel. 

u  Phebus,  being  afterwards  en¬ 
raged  with  this  crow  for  telling 
fome  unwelcome  truths,  thus  de¬ 
nounces  vengeance  againft  him, 
ver,  17241. 


*  It  the  reader  thould  be  defirous  of  examining  inltances  in  different  authors,  he 
may  confult  the  following  pafiages  :  Ellis’s  Specimens  of  early  Englilh  Poetry,  Vol.  I. 
p.  84.  Percy’s  Reliques,  Vol.  I.  Adam  Bell,  1.  1.  Ibid,  part  3.  1.133.  Sir 
Iriltrem,  p.  166.  itan.  43.  See  allop.  82.  ftan.  10;  and,  what  is  far  more  ancient 
than  any  of  thefe,  King  Alfred’s  Tranflation  of  Boethius,  cap.  xxxi.  p.  68.  1.  9.  Ed. 
Oxon.  1698 ;  and  in  the  original,  lib.  iii.  prof.  7.  p.  209.  Ed.  Delph. 

t  “  Merier  thah  (he  nightingale ,  feems  a  favourite  expreffion  with  Chaucer,  as,  be- 
fides  in  the  pafiages  here  quoted,  it  occurs  alfo  in  the  Canterb.  Tales,  v.  13763.” 

Thou 
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Arad  to  the  crowe,  o  falfe  thefe,  faid  he, 

I  wol  thee  quite  anon  thy  falfe  tale. 

Thou  long  whilom,  like  any  nightingale, 
Now  fhalt  thou,  falfe  thefe,  thy  fong  for- 
gon, 

And  eke  thy  white  fethers  everich  on, 

Ne  never  in  all  thy  lif  ne  fhalt  thou 
fpeke  ; 

Thus  lhul  men  on  a  traitourben  awreke. 
Thou  and  thin  ofspring  ever  lhal  be  blake, 
Ne  never  swete  noife  lhul  ye  make. 

<c  In  the  Nonnes  Preeftes  Tale, 
after  defcribing  a  widow’s  habita¬ 
tion  and  mode  of  life,  Chaucer 
adds,  ver.  1485:8. 

A  yerd  Ihe  had,  enclofed  all  about 
With  ftickes,  and  a  drie  diche  without, 

In  which  die  had  a  cok  highie  Chaunte- 
clere, 

In  all  the  land  of  crowing  n’as  his  pere. 
His  voise  was  merier  than  the  mery  or- 
gon, 

On  made  daies  that  in  the  chirches  gon. 

((  He  then  proceeds  to  defcribe 
the  virtues  and  accomplifhments  of 
his  amiable  confort : 

Curteis  fhe  was,  difcrete,  and  debonaire. 
And  compenable,  and  bare  hirefelf  fo 
faire, 
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Sithen  the  day  that  die  was  fevennight 
old 

That  trewelich  die  hath  the  herte  in  hold 
Of  Chaunteclere,  loken  in  every  lith: 

He  loved  hire  fo,  that  wel  was  him  ther- 
with. 

But  fwiche  a  joy  it  was  to  here  hem  dng. 
Whan  that  the  bright  fonne  gan  to  fpring. 
In  sweete  *  accord :  my  lefe  is  fare  in 
loud. 

u  In  thefe  examples,  I  think  it 
is  clear,  that  Chaucer  has  himfelf 
applied  the  word  fwetey  to  charac¬ 
ter  ife  thofe  very  founds,  which  he 
had  juft  before  denominated  mery . 
Thus  the  ‘  <white  crowe,  that  fong 
whilom  an  hundred  thoufand  times 
more  merily  than  the  Nightingale,’ 
is  turned  blacky  and  condemned 
never  again  to  make  a  1  fwete 
noife and  Chaunteclere,  whofe 
voice  was  s  merier  than  the  mery 
orgon/  is  immediately  after  repre- 
fented  as  finging  with  dame  Parte- 
lote  in  i  fwete  accord/  He  has, 
moreover,  in  the  following  exam¬ 
ple,  as  well  as  in  the  firft  paffage 
quoted  from  the  Nonnes  Preeftes 


*  “  It  may  be  obferved,  that  this  word  accord  is  not  ufed  in  a  mufical  fenfe,  as 
equivalent  to  the  French  accord,  or  the  Englilh  concord  ;  but  it  limply  means  corref- 
pondence,  fimilarity,  or  agreement;  and  the  paffage  might  be  fully  and  exa6tly  ren¬ 
dered,  correfponding,  or  agreeing  in  fweetnefs.  Thus  in  the  Floure  and  the  Leafe: 

Where  Ihe  fat  in  a  frelh  greene  laury  tree, 

On  the  further  fide  even  right  by  me, 

That  gave  fo  palling  a  delicious  fmell. 

According  to  the  eglentere  full  well. 

Here,  according  to,  only  means,  anfwering  to,  refembling,  or  agreeing  with.  The 
following  paffage  from  Ariitophanes  may  perhaps  be  confidered  as  in  point,  Av.  660. 

• - —  T«V  S'"  b$UfA£\r,  %VfJi<pCi)VOV  utlHo'M 

Mou<r*n  xcLTaheuf1  b[MV.  —  . . . 

Thefe  obfervations  have  been  made  to  prevent  the  reader  from  conceiving  this  paffage 
to  relate  only  to  the  concord,  or  harmony  of  the  mufick ;  as  thofe  words,  when  ufed 
technically,  are  only  applied  to  certain  relations,  or  intervals ,  and  successions  of 
founds;  and  perfe6t  concords  may  lubfift,  therefore,  between  harfii  and  even  difa- 
greeable  founds.  Such  could  not  be  its  application  in  this  inftance;  as  it  was  obvi~ 
oully  the  poet’s  intention,  after  having  deferibed  the  refpedtive  accompli Ihments  of 
thefe  enchanting  fongfters,  here  to  mark  their  lirong  resemblance  and  agreement  in 
sweetness  of  tone  ;  and  this  is  managed  with  fuch  addrefs,  that  by  two  words  he  has 
con  verted  all  thofe  compliments,  which  he  had  lavilhed  upon  the  voice  of  the  cock, 
into  a  fimilar  and  almolt  equal  commendation  of  his  miilrefs.” 

[3^]  ‘  Tale 
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Tale,  plainly  fhewn  that  thefe 
fnvete  or  mery  founds  are  capable  of 
lending  a  powerful  and  congenial 
aid  to  ihe  devout  folemnity  of  the 
Church  fervice ;  and  can  therefore, 
by  whatever  other  name  defignat- 
ed,  poffefs  no  degree  of  mirth, 
gaiety,  cheerfulnefs,  or  levity..  See 
Frol.  Cantab .  Tales .  ver.  716. 

But  trewely  to  teller*  atte  laft, 

Me  was  in  chirche  a  noble  eceleliaft. 

Wei  coude  he  rede  a  leflbn  or  a  ftoriep 
But  alderbeft  he  fang  an  oifertorie : 

.For  wel  he  wifte,  whan  that  fong  was 
fonge, 

He  mud  preohe,  and  wel  afile  his  tonge, 
To  winne  lilver,  as  he  right  wel  coude : 
Therfore  he  fang  the  merier  and  loude. 

“  I  cannot  refill  the  opportunity 
of  Hill  further  fupporting  the  pre¬ 
ceding  obfervations,  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  a  fragment  of  a  fong  pre- 
ferved  in  a  manufcript  at  Ely,  and 
publifhed  in  Mr.  Bentham’s  hillory 
of  that  place.  I  have  produced  it, 
both  becaufe  it  is  a  llriking  indance 
of  the  application  of  the  word  merry  y 
and  becaufe  the  old  monkilh  Latin* 
tranllation  of  this  fragment,  in 
which  the  word  merie  is  rendered 
by  dulcey  affords  a  very  powerful 
confirmation  of  the  opinion  I  have 
endeavoured  to  maintain.  I  fhali 
only  add,  that  the  introduhlion 
given  by  Mr.  Bentham  feems  ne- 
celfary  to  the  complete  underdand- 
ing  of  this  quotation.  Hift.  of  Elyr 
p.  94. 

‘  The  Abbot  of  Ely,  being  one 
of  the  three  great  abbots  who  held 
the  office  and  dignity  of  the  king’s 
chancellor,  each  of  them  taking  it 


in  their  courfe  four  months  in  tfi® 
year ;  King  Canute  feveral  time8 
took  the  occafion  of  our  abbot’s 
entering  on  his  office,  which  was 
always  on  the  Purification  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  to  keep  that  feaft 
with  the  ufual  folemnity  at  the 
Abbey  of  Ely.  Once  it  happened^ 
in  his  pafifage  thither  by  water, 
with  Emma  his  queen,  being  at¬ 
tended  by  many  of  his  nobles,  as 
they  drew  near  to  Ely,  the  king 
was  Handing  up,  andtaking  a  view 
of  the  church,  which  was  diredlly 
before  him ;  and  whild  he  was 
mufing  upon  it,  he  perceived  a< 
kind  of  harmonious  found  at  a 
great  diltance,  which  at  firlt  he' 
could  not  tell  what  to  make  of ;  but 
finding  it  to  increafe  as  he  advanc¬ 
ed,  he  liftened  attentively  to  it, 
and  perceived  it  to  be  the  monks 
in  the  church,  finging  their  cano¬ 
nical  hours.  The  king  in  the  joy 
of  his  heart  broke  out  into  a  fong, 
which  he  made  extempore  on  the 
occafion,  calling  on  the  nobles  that 
were  about  him  to  join  in  the 
chorus.  This  fong,  in  the  Engliflx 
or  Saxon  language,  as  ufed  at  the 
time,  was  long  preferved  by  the 
Ely  monks,  for  the  fake  of  the 
royal  author ;  we  have  only  the 
firft  danza  handed  down  to  us,  for 
the  introducing  of  which  ancient 
fragment  1  have  infer  ted  the 
above-mentioned  incident. 

CDepie  punjen  Se  OQunechep  hitmen 

ey. 

<$a  Cm.it:  chinj  pe-a  Sep.  by. 
po{?e  &  cnitep  in.ep  t;  e  lai.t. 
au^  bepe  ye  pep  CDuiie-ciiep  paeng 

‘  Of 


*  «  The  Original  and  this  tranllation  are  recorded  in  the  Liber  Elienfis,  compofed 
by  Thomas,  a  monk  of  Ely,  and  concluded,  probably,  about  the  year  IlT4y  as* 
Geolfry  Ridel,  who  l’ucceeded  to  this  see  in  that  year,  'is  the  laft  contemporary  bilhop- 
whom  lie  has  mentioned.”  Wharton’s  Anglia  Sacra,  Pref.  p.  43. 

f  “  For  the  fake  of  the  reader,  wko  may  be  unacquainted  with  the  Sa*rob,  a 
tranllation  is  added 

Merry 
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Of  which  our  author  gives  this 
Latin  trafiation  : 

Dulce  cantaverunt  Monachi  in  Ely, 

Dum  Canutus  Rex  navigaret  prope  ibi. 
Nunc,  milites,  navigate  propius  ad  ter¬ 
rain, 

-Et  fimul  audiamus  Monachorum  harrao. 
niain,  &c. 

6  They  continued  finging  till 
they  arrived  at  land ;  and  foon 
after  they  met  the  king,  and  con¬ 
ducted  him  in  folemn  proceffion  in¬ 
to  the  church.  This  was  probably 
the  firft  time  of  the  king’s  coming 
to  Ely.* 

(i  Before  concluding  thisfubjeCl, 
it  may  be  proper  to  produce  the 
pafiage  from  The  Floure  and  the 
Leafe,  to  which  Mr.  Fox  refers  : 

The  nightingale  with  fo  mery  a  note 
Aniwered  him,  that  al!e  the  wood  rong 
So  fodainly,  that  as  it  were  a  fiote 
I  l'tood  aitonied  ;  fo  v/as  I  with  the  fong 
Thorow  ravifhed,  that  till  late  and  long 
I  ne  wift  in  what  place  I  was,  ne  where; 
And  ayen,  me  tho  ught,  the  fong  ever  by 
mine  ere. 

In  this  defcription,  there  certainly 
appears  no  trace  of  mirth,  cheer- 
fulnefs,  or  gaiety  j  but  the  whole 
feems  completely  in  unifon  with 
the  beautiful,  fedate,  and  almoft 
folemn  opening  of  the  Eighth  Book 
of  Paradife  Loft : 

The  angel  ended,  and  in  Adam’s  ear 
So  charming  left  bis  voice,  that  he  a  while 
Thought  him  ftill  ipeaking,  ftill  flood  fix’d 
to  hear. 

li  Upon  the  whole,  it  feems 
plain,  that  the  modification  of 
found,  which  Chaucer  meant  to 
diftinguifti  by  the  word  s mery,  was 
remarkable  in  the  notes  of  the 
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nightingale,  in  a  fine  voice,  when 
linging  facred  mufick,  and  in  the 
tones  of  the  organ,  when  employed 
in  divine  fervice.  It  mall,  there¬ 
fore,  poflefs  fome  property,  not 
only  common  to  them  all,  but  alfo 
ftriking  and  eminent  in  each ;  not 
flight  or  occafional,  but  conftant 
and  chara&eriftick.  The  poet  mull 
have  appealed  not  to  what  may  be 
found,  but  what  mujl  be  felt.  Now- 
as  fhveetnef$  feems  exaCtly  to  fulfil 
all  thefe  conditions,  and  conform 
to  all  thefe  reftriCtions,  we  fhould 
naturally  be  induced  to  believe 
that  to  be  the  very  quality  intend¬ 
ed  by  the  poet,  in  the  various  ex¬ 
amples  which  have  been  adduced^ 
In  addition  to  this  ftrong  argument 
of  induftion,  we  have  the  direft 
authority  of  Chaucer  himfelf,  and 
alfo  of  the  tranflation  of  the  Ely 
fragment,  for  tiling,  in  fome  in- 
fiances  at  leaft,  mery  and  fwete  as 
fynonymous,  when  applied  to 
founds. 

(i  I  (hall  now  leave  it  to  the 
tafte  and  judgement  of  others  to 
determine,  whether  Chaucer  could 
ever  have  applied  the  word  merry , 
in  its  common,  or  any  nearly  allied 
fignification,  to  mark  the  peculiar 
excellence  of  the  human  voice, 
when  chanting  the  divine  fervice. 
Or  whether,  if  he  had  intended  to 
defcribe  the  voice  of  his  fuperna- 
tural  birds,  as  exquifitely  merry  $  or 
cheerful ,  he  would  ever  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  convey  to  the  mind  of 
his  reader  an  idea  of  the  perfection 
of  thofe  qualities,  by  a  comparifon 
with  the  notes  of  the  nightingale, 
or  the  organ. ** 


Merry  fung  the  monks  in  Ely, 

As  King  Canute  row’d  thereby. 
Row,  my  knights,  the  Ihore  along. 
Let  us  hear  this  holy  long.’* 

[3*3] 


On 


812]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


On  the  Death  of  Charles  XIL 
From  Travels  through  Denmark 
and  Sweden .  By  Louis  de  Boif- 
gelin. 

This  event,  which  was  followed 
by  fuch  important  confequences, 
as  enabled  Sweden  to  make  a 
long  deiired  peace,  and  which 
changed  the  government  of  the 
country,  has  been  reprefented  in  fo 
many  different  ways,  and  fo  little 
afcertained,  that  every  hiflorian 
has  thought  himfelf  at  liberty, 
without  impeaching  his  veracity, 
to  adopt  that  which  pleafed  him 
befl.  M.  de  Voltaire’s  account  of 
it  has  been  the  moil  generally  ap¬ 
proved  ;  yet  we  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing  it  falfe  ;  and  the  refearches  we 
have  had  opportunities  of  making, 
confirm  us  in  our  opinion.  We 
fhall  prefently  difcufs  Mr.  Cox’s, 
which  he  gives  very  circumflan- 
tially,  in  his  lafi  Travels  to  the 
North,  in  1791.  But  we  will 
begin  by  Lagerbring’s  relation, 
who  was  profeffor  at  Lund.  We 
have  taken  it  from  the  Hiftory  of 
Sweden,  Vol.  IV.  part.  3,  where 
he  treats  of  Charles  the  Twelfth’s 
reign,  publifhed  at  Stockholm, 
1779.  In  this  work  will  be  per¬ 
ceived  in  what  particulars  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  each  author  differ  the 
mofl  effentially. 

On  the  28th  of  O&ober,  1718, 
the  king  came  from  the  weftern 
Ed,  and  entered  Norway  followed 
by  the  remaining  part  of  his  army. 
The  20th  of  November  they  began 
to  raife  the  batteries  againft  Fre- 
derickfhall;  and  on  the  27th  they 
flormed  the  fort  Gyllenlow,  where 
the  king  was  prefent.  On  the 
30th  of  November,  (Advent  Sun¬ 
day)  his  majefly  attended  divine 


fervice  both  morning  and  evening, 
at  head-quarters,  at  Tifledalen ; 
he  alfo  employed  himfelf  in  burn¬ 
ing  papers  the  fame  morning  :  and 
at  four  o’clock  vifited  the  trenches 
on  horfeback.  Before  nine  the 
whole  bufinefs  was  over,  and  the 
king  dead.  Charles  was  flanding 
upright  in  the  trenches  :  when  he 
received  the  fhot,  he  bent  forward, 
and  leaned  his  head  upon  his  arms 
on  the  parapet  wall.  The  officers 
prefent  thought  him  afleep,  but, 
upon  continuing  much  longer  than 
ufual  in  the  fame  fpot  they  went  to 
him,  and  found  him  dead.  This 
is  Mr.  Nordberg’s  account ;  but 
others  fay,  the  engineer  Megrer, 
who  directed  the  works  in  the 
trenches,  was  feated  near  enough 
to  the  king  to  feel  a  tremulous  mo¬ 
tion  in  his  majefly,  which  made 
him  conclude  he  was  dying.  Mon- 
fieur  de  Voltaire’s  relation  differs 
from  all,  and  he  fays,  no  one  but 
Megret  and  Siquier  were  near  the 
king.  ((  His  Majefly,”  fays  Vol¬ 
taire,  ((  was  {landing  upright, 
facing  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries, 
from  which  there  was  a  fierce  dif- 
charge  of  mufketry.  He  was  fo 
placed,  that  at  leafl  half  his  perfon 
was  vifible,  confequently  expofed 
to  the  fire.  Comte  (Baron)  de 
Schwerin,  Comte  Paffe,  (captain 
of  the  guards)  and  aid-de-camp 
Kalbert,  (read  Kaulbars,  aid-de- 
camp  general)  were  at  fome  paces 
from  the  king,  waiting  his  orders  ; 
when,  all  of  a  fudden,  Megret  and 
Siquier  perceived  his  majefly  drop 
upon  the  parapet,  A  ball  of  half 
a  pound  weight  paffed  through  his 
head  :  it  entered  on  the  right  fide, 
and  made  an  opening  large  enough 
to  admit  three  fingers ;  the  left 
eye  was  entirely  deflroyed,  and  the 
right  moved  in  the  focket.  Upon 

Megret’s 
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Megret’s  finding  the  king  dead,  he  ftantly  inform  General  P.  B.  Schwe- 
faid,  *  the  farce  is  over,  let  us  go  rin,  who  gave  orders  that  this  event 
to  fupper/  But  Siquier  haftened  fhould  not  yet  be  made  known,  and 
to  relate  this  misfortune  to  the  that  the  king's  body  fhould  be 
Baron  de  Schwerin,"  &c.  conveyed  to  the  head-quarters  :  it 

Colonel  Carlberg,  at  that  time  was,  therefore,  immediately  placed 
lieutenant  of  engineers,  and  who  in  a  litter,  and  covered  with  a 
was  like  wife  prefent  in  the  trenches,  white  mantle.  At  that  moment 
has  given  a  very  different  account  Siquier  came  up  to  the  litter,  took 
from  the  preceding  ones.  “  When  away  the  king's  hat,  and  put.  his 
Colonel  Megret,"  fays  he,  i(  di-  own  hat  and  wig  upon  his  ma- 
re&ed  the  attack,  and  had  made  jefty's  head.  Captain  Schultz, 
the  new  lines  by  fafeines  and  ga-  (fmee  ennobled  by  the  name  of 
bions,  at  only  two  hundred  yards  Nordencrantz),  and  myfelf,  ac« 
from  the  baftions  of  the  forirefs,  companied  the  litter  to  Tiftedalen, 
the  enemy  began  a  heavy  difeharge  and  the  body  was  carried  to  the 
of  both  artillery  and  mufketry  ;  fame  houfe  where  the  king  lodged, 
and  this  was  the  firft  time  they  had  The  Duke  of  Holftein,  Field  Mar- 
fired  upon  thofe  who  worked  in  the  fhall  Mceurner,  and  General  Diiker, 
trenches.  The  hot-balls  and  pitch  were  the  fir  11  except  Genera] 
pots  upon  the  fort  gave  a  good  Schwerin,  who  faw  the  corpfe* 
deal  of  light  to  the  environs  ;  and  The  hereditary  Prince  of  Heffe, 
after  I  had  given  directions  to  my  was  then  at  Torpum,  three  quarters 
people  how  to  form  the  gabions,  I  of  a  mile  from  Tiftedalen  ;  but, 
went  down  in  the  firft  trench,  upon  his  arrival,  the  whole  army 
where  I  found  fome  officers  of  high  received  orders  to  march." 
rank  ftanding  at  the  king’s  feet.  This  account  of  Carlberg  differs 
who,  himfelf  was  lying  along  greatly  from  Nordberg's  and  Vol- 
againft  the  Hoping  part  of  the  pa-  taire's  :  for  the  latter  obferves, 
rapet  ;  leaning  his  chin  upon  his  there  was  no  one  prefent  when  the 
left  hand,  but  in  fuch  a  manner,  king  was  killed  but  Siquier  and 
that  part  of  his  face  appeared  above  Megret,  and  that  Siquier  informed 
the  parapet  oppofite  to  the  fortrefs.  General  Schwerin  of  Charles's 
At  that  moment  a  bullet  paffed  death.  But  though  Carlberg  fays 
through  his  head,  on  the  left  fide  ;  very  differently,  we  muft  not  blame 
{this  is  evidently  falfe,  as  is  proved  M.  de  Voltaire  for  reprefenting  the 
by  thofe  who  examined  the  wound)  circumftances  in  the  fame  manner 
but  caufed  no  perceptible  motion  they  were  communicated  to  him, 
in  the  king,  except  his  hand  drop-  very  probably,  indeed,  by  Siquier 
ping  from  under  the  chin,  and  his  himfelf*.  This,  however,  gives 
head  finking  upon  his  cloak.  The  us  no  rcafon  to  fufpeft  Carlberg’s 
aid-de-camp,  Kaulbars,  was  the  veracity,  who  only  relates  what  he 
firft  who  difeovered  his  majefty's  heard,  faw,  and  did  himfelf  |  and 
death,  when,  touching  me  on  the  was  neither  induced  by  fear  or  hopes 
ilioulder,  he  begged  I  would  in.  of  reward  to  write  any  thing  of 

*  If  we  admit  this  hypothecs  we  cannot  pollibly  avoid  fufpetting  Siquier  ex¬ 
tremely.  We  fhall  prefently  give  our  realons  for  fuch  fufpicions. 

[3  F  4]  which. 
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which,  from  his  own  experience, 
he  was  not  perfe&ly  affured  *. 

The  king’s  death  was  talked  of 
in  various  manners.  Thofe  who 
faw  and  examined  the  nature  of 
the  wound,  declare,  it  could  not 
poffibly  be  caufed  either  by  a  (hot 
from  the  fortrefs,  or  from  the  ene¬ 
my’s  redoubts.  There  is  a  map  of 
the  fiege  of  Frederickfhall,  upon 
which  it  is  noted,  that  the  king 
was  killed  by  a  fhot  from  the 
redoubts ;  but  an  officer,  of  high 
rank,  who  was  like  wile  in  Norway, 
has  written  under  it,  (in  German), 
6<  This  is  not  true.’*  It  is  gene¬ 
rally  believed,  that  neither  a  Dane 
nor  a  Swede  ftruck  the  blow  :  and 
the  aid-de-camp  General  Siquier, 
was  almoft  univerfally  fufpetfted. 
He  did,  indeed,  own  the  fatfi  when 
he  was  ill  at  Stockholm,  in  1772, 
but  this  confeffion  has  been  attri¬ 
buted  to  delirium.  Some  people, 
however,  imagine  he  was  induced 
to  it  by  remorfe  ;  and  others  fay, 
that,  even  after  his  recovery,  he 
was  equally  tormented  by  the 
flings  of  confcience,  whilft  drink¬ 
ing  the  waters  of  Medevi,  though  at 
that  time  he  was  perfectly  in  his 
fenfes.  Had  Siquier  been  with 
Kaulbers,  and  the  other  officers  at 
the  king’s  feet,  when  he  was  killed, 
their  evidence  would  have  been 
foon  procured  in  his  favour ;  and, 
indeed,  it  would  have  been  his 
duty  to  have  obtained  it ;  but,  if 
he  was  not  prefen t,  the  fufpicion 
againft  him  ftill  remains  in  full 
force.  There  is  alfo  another  cir- 
cumftance  equally  ftrong  ;  Nord- 


berg  relates,  that  Siquier  and  Me- 
gret  followed  the  king  into  the 
trench,  where  the  former,  it  is 
declared,  had  nothing  to  do  ;  and 
upon  being  alked  by  a  certain  per- 
fon,  what  induced  him  to  go  thi¬ 
ther,  he  hefitated  in  what  manner 
to  anfwer.  Yet  ftill  Monfteur  de 
Voltaire  pronounces  him  perfedtly 
innocent  j  though  he  merely  founds 
his  opinion  upon  Siquier’s  faying 
to  him,  u  1  could  eaftly  have  killed 
the  king  of  Sweden,  but  fuch  was 
my  refpe£l  for  that  hero,  that  had 
my  inclinations  tempted  me  to  do 
fo,  I  ihould  never  have  dared  to 
have  given  way  to  them.’, 

He  then  obferves,  that  Siquier 
died  poor,  and  that  fuch  exploits 
are  generally  well  recompenfed. 
But  if  this  cowardly  wretch  was 
paid  before-hand,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that,  the  crime  once  com¬ 
mitted,  the  reward  would  be  but 
trifling.  He,  indeed,  mentions  a 
third  circurnftance  to  prove  his  in¬ 
nocence,  which  appears  to  us  the 
mo  ft  in  his  favour ;  for,  he  fays, 
the  ball  that  killed  the  king, 
weighing  half  a  pound,  could  not 
poffibly  enter  the  mouth  of  a  muf- 
ket.  But  how  came  Siquier  to 
know  this  murdering  ball  was  ex¬ 
actly  of  that  weight,  fince  no  one 
in  Sweden  appears  acquainted  with 
that  particular .?  though  probably, 
the  fize  might  be  afeertained  from 
the  verbal  procefs  of  three  Swedifh 
noblemen,  who  infpedled  the  king’s 
body.  We  will  infert  it  at  full 
length  in  the  notes  ft. 

We  abftain  from  mentioning 

fome 


*  Colonel  Carlberg’s  account  was  given  by  himfelf  to  the  author,  Lagerbring, 
and  we  have  been  affured  the  copy  was  in  bis  own  hand  writing. 

f  “  On  the  12th  of  July,  1746,  between  five  and  fix  in  the  morning,  thofe  who 
have  figned  their  names  to  this  account  went  into  the  maufoleum,  called  Oarolin?  or 
Palatin,  fctuated  near  the  Church  in  the  Illand  Equeftre,  at  Stockholm  :  they  ordered 

the 
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fome  other  remarkable  circum- 
ftances  related  by  Monfieur  de 
Voltaire,  which  moil  probably 
were  communicated  to  him  by  Si- 
quier.  They  muft  have  been  more 
particularly  known  to  thofe  who 
were  immediately  about  his  majef- 
ty’s  perfon ;  and  their  account  is 
very  different  from  that  of  Monfieur 
de  Voltaire.  One  circumftance, 
however,  might  be  mentioned, 
from  its  being  not  only  remarkable, 
but  inconceivable.  An  officer  of 
high  rank  foretold,  in  the  camp 
before  Frederickihall,  that  the 
king  would  die  on  the  30th  of 
November.  This  prediffion  was 
talked  of  very  much  ;  and,  indeed, 
no  one  made  a  fecret  of  it ;  though 
it  was  not  known  whether  it 
reached  the  king's  ears.  We  have 
indeed  faid,  he  burned  papers  in 
the  morning ;  but  nothing  was 
found  in  his  pockets,  except  a 
prayer-book,  and  a  pidfure  of 
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Guftavus  Adolphus.  If  the  king’s 
death  had  not  taken  place,  the 
predi&ion  would  have  been  laughed 
at,  but  the  event  having  unfor¬ 
tunately  confirmed  it,  the  prefenti- 
ment  was  thought  well  grounded. 

According  to  all  appearance 
Charles  died  at  a  very  unhappy 
moment  for  Sweden ;  but  the 
powerful  motives  which  decide  the 
fate  of  princes  are  not  always  thofe 
which  bell  fuit  the  interefts  of 
men. 

This  is  an  exadf  translation  of 
what  was  communicated  to  us  by 
a  learned  Swede,  who  added,  that 
the  time  would  come  when  Charles’s 
death  would  be  talked  of  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  world  now 
fpeaks  of  that  of  Guftavus  Adolphus, 
and  we  cannot  help  being  of  the 
fame  ooinion.  We  will  now  dif- 
cufs  Mr.  Coxe’s  fentiments,  and 
declare  our  own  ;  our  readers  will 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  de- 


the  coffin  which  contained  King  Charles  XII.  to  be  opened,  and  found  the  contents 
as  follows: — A  mattrafs  or  cufhion  of  white  linen,  filled  with  aromatic  herbs,  veiled 
the  king’s  head,  under  which,  next  the  face,  was  a  napkin.  The  head  was  bare,  ex¬ 
cept  a  crown  of  laurel,  which  fupplied  the  place  of  a  cap.  The  hair  was  in  good 
prefervation,  of  a  light  brown,  and  the  length  of  the  little  finger  ;  it  ftood  upright  on 
the  fides,  but  the  top  of  the  head  was  bald.  There  was  a  platter  on{£the  right  lide, 
juft  below  the  temple,  which  was  fo  faft  that  it  was  taken  off  with  much  difficulty. 
They  then  perceived  and  felt  an  oblong  opening,  which  flanted  towards  the  back  of 
the  head,  and  was  feven  lines  long  ;  (a  line  is  the  twelfth  part  of  an  inch,)  and  twq 
wide.  On  the  left  fide  was  another  plafter  of  the  fame  fiae.  All  the  temple  was  tom 
away,  and  the  fhattered  bones  plainly  ihewed  that  the  ball  came  out  in  that  place. 
The  face  was  very  much  decayed:  the  mouth  a  little  open  5  and  fome  of  the  teeth 
remained.  The  head  was  l’upported  by  a  pillow  of  white  linen,  filled  alfo  with  aro¬ 
matic  herbs  ;  and,  upon  the  arms  and  fides,  final!  oblong  bags  filled  in  the  fame 
manner.  The  arms  were  ftretched  at  full  length  on  eacfihde,  and  the  hands  covered 
with  white  gloves.  The  lhirt  v.’as  not  fo  fine  as  the  reft ;  and  the  winding-fheet  was 
of  Holland. 

**  E.  H.  Hauikman, 

E.  L.  Eke blao, 

Andrew  John  Hcepken’.’* 

The  original  of  this  certificate  is  in  the  king’s  library  at  Stockholm.  It  was  commu¬ 
nicated  to  us  by  the  royal  librarian  Gjoeurwell,  and  is  mentioned  in  a  work  of  his, 
entitled,  Swedilh  Anecdotes,  part  3. 

Baron  Harleman  was  attendant  of  the  king’s  buildings  j  Count  Ekebiad,  and  Count 
Hoepken,  were  afterwards  fenalors. 

ciding 
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ciding  which  appears  to  be  founded 
upon  the  beft  grounds,  and  whofe 
alfertions  are  the  moft  probable. 

Mr.  Coxe,  in  his  Travels  to  the 
North,  publiihed  in  1791,  enters 
into  a  particular  narration  of  the 
king’s  death.  He  is  of  opinion 
that  both  Lamotraye’s  and  Vol¬ 
taire’s  accounts  of  this  event  are 
void  of  truth,  and  he  is  certainly 
right :  for  we  have  plainly  proved 
by  the  verbal  procefs,  and  by  the 
malk  moulded  upon  the  king’s  face, 
that  the  eyes  were  not  forced  out  of 
the  head,  that  the  ball  did  not 
weigh  half  a  pound,  and  that  the 
wound  was  infinitely  lefs  than  what 
it  was  affirmed  to  be  by  thefe  au¬ 
thors.  Mr.  Coxe  quotes  the  fame 
verbal  procefs  we  have  done,  and 
with  fcarcely  any  variation.  His 
tranflator  has  indeed  mangled  his 
work  in  a  cruel  manner  by  ufing 
the  word  depth  inftead  of  latgth , 
and  penetrated ,  inftead  of  came  out . 
Mr.  Coxe  could  have  feen  no  other 
malk,  or  rather  mould,  than  the 
one  we  fhali  prefently  mention  ; 
he,  however,  concludes,  that  the 
wound  was  caufed  by  a  fmall  ball, 
which  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt ; 
but  he  perfifts  in  thinking  the  fhot 
came  from  the  fortrefs,  and  grounds 
his  opinion  upon  the  detail  given 
him  by  an  old  Norwegian,  called 
Elkenfon,  who  was  a  gunner  in 
the  Danilh  garrifon  during  the 
fiege.  Our  intelligence  and  Mr. 
Coxe’s  have  then  been  nearly  the 
fame  ;  but  we  have  formed  a  dif¬ 
ferent  judgment  from  his,  for  we 
are  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  king 
was  aflaffinated  ;  and  we  will 
give  our  reafons  for  that  opinion 
in  the  moft  particular  manner. 
When  pofitive  proof  cannot  be 
obtained,  probable  conjeftures  mull 
fupply  its  place. 


Mr.  Coxe,  if  hefpeaks  fincerely* 
muft  allow,  in  the  firft  place,  that 
it  is  a  mere  joke  to  fuppofe  that 
what  he  was  told  by  the  old  Nor¬ 
wegian  can  poffibly  be  admitted 
as  a  reafon  ;  for  does  he  think  to 
perfuade  us,  or  indeed  can  he  per- 
fuade  us,  indeed  can  he  believe 
himfelf,  that  a  gunner  in  a  fortrefs, 
or  a  foldier  in  the  ranks,  can  dif- 
tinguilh  any  event  that  pafles  at  the 
leaft  diftance  at  nine  o’clock  at 
night  on  the  laft  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber  ?  We  believe  it  is  a  certain 
laft,  that  they  never  fired  that 
night  from  the  fortrefs  of  Over- 
berg,  which  the  Norwegian,  be¬ 
ing  upon  the  fpot,  muft  know  ; 
and,  indeed,  this  is  all  he  could 
know  :  which  proves  nothing,  ex¬ 
cept  that  Lamotraye  was  miftaken 
in  faying  the  Ihot  came  from  that 
quarter.  Mr.  Coxe  adds,  that 
the  old  man  was  very  frank,  and 
could  not  be  tempted  to  difguife 
the  truth  ;  in  which  he  was  right, 
for  he  certainly  told  all  he  knew. 
We  alfo  know  the  Danes  made  ufe 
of  mufkets,  that  the  king  was 
within  reach  of  their  fire,  and 
that  they  were  likewife  provided 
with  cannon,  charged  with  cafe- 
fhot ;  fo  that  his  Majefty  might 
very  eafily  have  been  killed  by 
the  enemy.  All  thefe  fafts  are 
well  known  :  but  a  moment’s  re- 
fleftion  will  convince  Mr.  Coxe, 
that  thefe  circumftances  prove  no¬ 
thing  againft  the  affaffination.  No 
one  can  believe  that  the  murderer 
would  have  difpatched  the  king 
either  by  a  mulket  or  a  piftol,  when 
he  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  to 
be  killed  from  the  batteries,  or, 
indeed,  when  the  enemy  employed 
other  arms  againft  the  Swedifti 
trenches  than  thofe  by  which  he 
fell ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  the  king’s 

murder 
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murder  mull  be  evident  to  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  which  there  is  every  reafon 
to  believe  was  not  the  aflaflin’s 
intention.  We  mult  then  think, 
that  the  converfation  quoted  with 
fo  much  pleafure  by  Mr.  Coxe, 
proves  nothing  againft  our  opi¬ 
nion,  or  in  favour  of  his  own. 
The  old  Norwegian  told  Mr. 
Coxe,  that  there  were  fo  many 
foldiers  llain  clofe  to  the  king,  that 
it  was  necelfary  to  bury  them  upon 
the  fpot.  This  circumftance  de- 
ferves  being  mentioned,  for  it  is 
very  extraordinary  that  the  gun¬ 
ner  lhould  fee  fo  much  from  the 
fortrefs  (from  whence  the  Swedes 
were  fcreened  by  a  hill),  or  that, 
after  the  Swedifh  camp  was  broken 
up,  he  lhould  guefs  the  foldiers 
who  were  killed  in  the  trenches 
had  fallen  near  the  king,  inftead 
of  being  llain  before  his  arrival. 
In  a  word,  nothing  can  be  more 
lingular  than  this  man's  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  events  never  related 
m  any  of  the  various  accounts  of 
this  affair ;  for  every  one  has 
agreed,  that  there  were  only  four 
or  five  perfons  near  his  Majelly, 
and  no  mention  is  made  of  any 
foldiers,  and  ftill  lefs  of  any  be¬ 
ing  killed.  Mr.  Coxe  adds,  that 
Guftavus  III.  (in  1791)  w'as  of 
opinion  that  Cronftedt  had  mur¬ 
dered  Charles  ;  but  that  he  after¬ 
wards  difcovered  his  miftake.  If 
Mr.  Coxe  had  ever  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  converfing  with  his  Ma- 
jefty  on  the  fubjeCt,  he  would 
have  known  that  he  indeed  no 
longer  fufpeCled  Cronftedt ;  but  it 
does  not  follow  from  thence  that 
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he  fufpeCled  no  one  elfe.  Thefe 
are  what  Mr.  Coxe  terms  proofs  ; 
and  he  concludes  by  the  following 
decilive  words  -The  queftion, 
therefore,  in  regard  to  the  death 
of  Charles  is  now  reduced  into  a 
very  fmall  compafs  ;  and  all  the 
vague  anecdotes,  and  uncertain 
conjectures  which,  without  any 
foundation,  attribute  his  death  to 
aflaffination,  can  weigh  nothing 
againft  pofitive  faCl.**  We  fee 
nothing  certain  in  all  this  but  Mr» 
Coxe's  allured  manner  of  fpeaking, 
and  nothing  'vague  but  his  afler- 
tions.  We  will  now  give  our  re., 
fleCtions  upon  the  fubjeCt,  which 
refult  from  a  ftatement  of  the  fame 
fads. 

Reflection  the  flrfl,-— From  the 
account  given  in  the  verbal  pro- 
cefs,  the  authenticity  of  which 
cannot  be  doubted,  the  ball  paflfed 
through  the  head  in  a  horizontal 
direction,  making  a  very  fmall 
opening  where  it  entered,  but  tear¬ 
ing  away  the  left  temple,  and 
breaking  the  bones  where  it  came 
out :  its  force  then  muft  have  been 
prodigious  ;  from  which  we  may 
conclude,  that  the  fliot  came  from 
fome  fpot  very  near  the  King  *. 

The  clofer  we  place  the  parapet 
to  the  fortrefs  in  order  to  give  forae 
probability  to  the  violence  of  the 
fhot,  the  lefs  poflible  it  is  that  the 
ball  lhould  take  a  horizontal  di« 
re&ion.  It  is  very  well  known 
that  the  fortrefs  of  Frederichftein 
ftands  upon  the  fummit  of  a  per¬ 
pendicular  rock,  and  the  place 
where  the  king  was  killed  upon 
the  plain,  near  a  fteep  rock  at  the 


*  Mr.  Kiittner  thus  exprefles  hirafelf  on  the  death  of  Charles  XII.  “  That  the  Swe- 
dith  monarch  was  killed  by  a  mulket-fhot  from  the  rampart  I  have  not  the  fmalleft 
doubt  $  for,  in  iny  opinion,  the  neareft  part  of  it  is  fcarcely  lix  hundred  feet  in  a  di¬ 
rect  line  from  the  fpot.’’  According  to  what  we  have  advanced  in  the  text,  we  will 
leave  the  reader  to  judge,  whether  or  not  Mr.  Kuttner’s  opinion  is  well  founded. 

end 
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end  of  the  governor’s  garden. 
Whether  the  (hot  came  from  a  can¬ 
non,  a  mufket,  or  a  carbine,  it 
never  could  have  ftruck  an  objeCl 
fo  infinitely  below  the  fortrefs  in  a 
horizontal  manner.  It  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  raid,  the  ball  changed 
its  direction  after  it  {brack  the 
king,  which  fometimes  happens  : 
but  this  objection  is  obviated, 
upon  reflecting,  that  it  broke 
through  every  obftacle,  and  frac¬ 
tured  that  part  of  the  head  which 
is  undoubtedly  the  hardeft,  and, 
indeed,  had  it  deviated  from  its 
original  direction,  it  muft  neceffa- 
lily  have  come  out  either  at  the 
neck  or  at  the  jaws.  Charles’s 
hat,  at  the  arfenal,  is  another 
proof  of  its  having  paiTed  through 
the  temple,  becaufe  the  hole  is 
under  the  button;  unlefs,  indeed, 
the  king  wore  his  hat  aJa-pan- 
dcure ,  with  the  button  on  the  right 
fide  ;  in  which  cafe  the  hole  would 
have  been  considerably  enlarged  by 
the  curious  multitude,  as  Mr.  Coxe 
obferves  in  his  fir  ft  travels  to  Swe¬ 
den. 

Reflection  the  Jecond. — >  The  fhot 
not  only  palled  through  the  head, 
horizontally,  but  it  went  through 
from  the  right  temple  to  the  left. 
Let  us  examine  the  probability  of 
this  fact.  According  to  molt  ac¬ 
counts,  the  king  was  Handing  ex¬ 
amining  the  batteries,  and  leaning 
his  head  upon  his  arms.  Mr. 
Coxe,  indeed,  fays,  he  was  feated 
in  a  wooden  chair,  which  he  has 
feen.  However,  as  this  makes 
no  change  in  the  manner  the  king’s 
head  was  placed,  we  will  flightly 
pafs  over  a  circumftance  which 
no  one  before  ever  mentioned. 
The  king  was  then  fading  the  bat¬ 
teries,  and  we  cannot  fuppofe  that 
in  order  to  examine  them  he  turned 


his  fide  towards  the  fortrefs ;  for, 
if  we  admit  that  the  direction  of 
one  of  the  batteries  formed  a  right 
angle  in  a direCt  line  with  Charles’s 
forehead,  we  muft  likewife  admit 
that  the  trench  was  a  ftraight  one, 
and  the  batteries  a  perfect  femi- 
circle  ;  thefe  two  fuppofttions  can¬ 
not  be  admitted,  for  the  Swedifh 
engineers  were  not  novices,  and 
the  place  was  attacked  fo  vigo- 
roufty,  that,  if  the  king  had  not 
been  killed,  it  muft  have  been 
taken  in  a  few  days.  It  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  fa db,  that  the  Danes  had  no 
batteries  in  their  fortrefs  facing 
each  other  :  it  was,  therefore,  im- 
poffihle  for  the  king,  who  flood 
oppofite  to  them,  to  prefent  his 
fide  that  way.  and  it  is  alfo  cer¬ 
tain  that  he  did  not. 

RffleCtion  the  third. — The  blood 
upon  the  king’s  right-hand  glove, 
and  upon  the  fword-belt,  is  a  plant 
proof  of  his  having  firft  put  his 
hand  upon  the  wound,  and  after¬ 
wards  upon  his  fword,  which  was 
half  drawn  out  of  the  fcabbard. 
The  firft  aCtion  was  mechanical, 
for  it  is  natural  to  place  the  hand 
upon  the  part  affected ;  but  the 
fecond  appears  the  effect  of  re¬ 
flection,  and,  rapid  as  it  was,  it 
denotes  a  determined  refolution  of 
repul fing  an  attack.  We  will  ap¬ 
peal  to  Mr.  Coxe,  whether,  if  he 
was  in  a  trench,  expofed  to  a  con¬ 
tinual  fire,  he  would  have  put  his 
hand  upon  his  fword  when  he  felt 
himfelf  wounded  ?  And  we  will 
afk  thofe  officers  who  have  feen 
others  receive  wounds  upon  fuch 
occafions,  whether  they  can  pof- 
fibly  produce  an  example  of  any 
man’s  thinking  of  drawing  his 
fword  againft  a  cannon-ball,  or 
the  burfting  of  a  bomb  ?  This  faCt 
has  been  but  flightly  mentioned, 
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but  it  appears  to  us  an  important 
eircumftanee. 

Reflection  the  fourth . — The  plaf- 
ler-of-Paris  mould,  fpoken  of  by- 
Mr.  Coxe,  only  extends  to  the 
extremity  of  the  temples  r  the 
wound  on  the  right  fide  is  repre- 
fented,  and  we  know  not  why  the 
other  is  not  fo  likewife ;  but 
neither  the  broken  bone  nor  the 
torn  temple  is  to  be  feen  upon 
the  mafk.  May  we  not  then  very 
fairly  conjecture,  without  being 
accufed  of  forming  a  rafn  judg¬ 
ment,  that  this  omifilon  was  in¬ 
tended  to  prevent  the  curious  pub¬ 
lic  from  making  the  fame  reflec¬ 
tions  as  we  have  done,  and  which 
refult  entirely  from  the  verbal 
procefs  ?  for  the  effefl  produced  by 
the  pafiage  of  the  ball  through  the 
head  has  not  been  mentioned  by 
anv  author.  The  time  when  this 
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mafk  was  made,  fo  very  foon  af¬ 
ter  the  event,  is  a  proof  that  this 
precaution  was  taken,  becaufe  it 
was  refolved  not  to  make  any 
enquiries  about  the  manner  of 
Charles’s  death  ;  and,  indeed,  the 
fequel  fhows  this  to  have  been  the 
cafe. 

Since  we  think  the  pcjflhility^  if 
not  the  certainty ,  of  the  affaftina- 
tion  is  pretty  well  proved,  we 
will  now  examine  upon  whom  our 
fufpicions  ought  to  fall.  We  have 
already  fa  id,  that  Siquier  was  al- 
moft  univerfally  thought  to  be  the 
man.  It  mull,  indeed,  be  owned, 
that  the  particulars  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  fcem  to  confirm  that  opi¬ 
nion  ;  and  Monfieur  de  Voltaire 
gives  flrength  to  it  at  the  very 
moment  he  wifhes  to  plead  his 
caufe ;  for  he  ought  not,  for  Si- 


quier's  fake,  to  have  publiftred 
this  extraordinary  expreffion  : — - 
AC  I  could  have  killed  the  king  ; 
but  fo  great  was  my  refpedl  for 
him,  that,  if  I  had  even  wifhed 
it,  my  courage  would  have  failed 
me  which  was  certainly  faying,, 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  re~ 
fpedl  he  infpired,  he  might,  per¬ 
haps,  have  done  it.  What  lan¬ 
guage  was  this  ?  iS  I  could  have 
killed  the  king  !"  And  had  not 
every  aid-de-camp  about  the king*s 
perfon  the  fame  opportunity  ten 
times  in  a  day  ?  And  did  any  one 
ever  think  of  faying  it  was  in 
their  power  to  commit  fuch  a  deed  f 
Such  a  declaration  was,  therefore,, 
extremely  extraordinary  from  Si- 
quier.  and  certainly  does  not 
tend  towards  his  juftification*. 
Monfieur  de  Voltaire  adds,  that 
he  died  poor  ;  but  he  does  not  at¬ 
tend  to  the  manner  in  which  this 
objeTion  may  be  anfwered  ;  for 
we  could  eafily  quote  different  ex¬ 
amples  of  perfons  who  have  {pent 
iminenfe  fums  in  a  few  years — - 
more  confiderable  ones,  indeed, 
than  could  be  expe&ed  to  be  given, 
even  as  a  recompence  for  the  great- 
eft  crimes.  Monfieur  de  Voltaire's- 
third  objection  appears  rather  to 
criminate  than  juftify  Siquier,  who 
himfelf  related  all  the  faffs  to  the 
former,  and  who  very  well  knew 
the  ball  did  not  weigh  half  a 
pound;  that  the  opening  could  not 
poftibly  admit  three  fingers ;  and 
that  the  eyes  were  not  out  of  their 
fockets.  Thefe  are  circumftances 
which  he  muft  have  known,  fince 
he  was  prefent  and  faw  the  king's 
body  immediately  after  the  event  *. 
It  is,  therefore,  very  plain,  that 

he- 


*  What  lie  faid  admits  of  no  excufe,  becaufe  both  Count  Lieven  and  Carl  berg  faw 
tiie  corple  at  the  fame  time,,  and  declared  pofitively  (according,  to  Mr.  Coxe’s  filit 
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he  decidedly  intended  to  difguife 
the  truth.  Would  he  have  adled 
in  the  fame  manner  if  the  (hot  had 
really  come  from  the  citadel,  or 
if  he  had  not  very  powerful  rea- 
fons  for  endeavouring  to  deceive 
the  world  upon  this  occafion  ?  Si- 
quier  immediately  poffeffed  him- 
felf  of  the  king's  hat,  and  carried 
it  to  the  Prince  of  Hefle.  If  he 
only  wiftied  to  announce  the  king’s 
death,  why  (how  a  proof  how  it 
happened  ?  His  account  would 
have  been  believed  without  this 
circumftance.  But  we  will  now 
mention  an  anecdote,  which, 
though  very  little  known,  we 
had  from  good  authority.  Si- 
quier,  upon  his  arrival,  found  the 
Prince  of  He(Te  fitting  down  to 
table,  and  walking  his  hands  in  a 


golden  ewer,  which,  upon  learns 
ing  Charles’s  death,  he  imme¬ 
diately  prefented  to  Siquier,  as  a 
recompence,  no  doubt,  for  having 
brought  fuch  important  intelli¬ 
gence.  This  prefent,  in  our 
opinion,  would  have  been  much 
more  properly  bellowed  upon  news 
of  vidtory.  The  particulars  we 
have  given  certainly  do  not  juftify 
Siquier;  but  he  is  not  the  only 
one  they  appear  to  criminate.  We 
perhaps  ought  not  to  add,  that  al- 
moft  all  well-informed  Swedes,  and 
even  Guftavus  himfelf,  was  of  our 
opinion  with  refpedt  to  the  affafli- 
nation.  Opinions  do  not  conflT 
tute  fadls ;  but  we  think  we  have 
thrown  the  ftrongeft  pojjtble  light 
upon  an  event  that  never  can  be 
known  with  certainty. 


travels),  that  the  fhot  came  from  a  muiket  or  piftol.  What  tends  to  criminate  Siquier 
Hill  more,  in  our  opinion,  is  his  having  changed  tire  fa6ts  in  fuch  a  manner,  in  his  re¬ 
lation,  as  to  make  it  appear  impoflible  that  the  king  could  have  been  afiafhnated. 
What  more  could  have  been  done  in  fuch  a  fituation  by  the  murderer  himfelf,  or  by 
his  accomplice  in  the  crime  ? 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR,  1810. 

By  Henry  James  Pye,  Esq .  P,  L, 

17 RE  yet,  ’mid  Rhedecyna’s  bowers, 

I  humbly  cull’d  the  Mufe’s  flowers. 

By  filver  Ills’  fedgy  fide, 

Not  rolling  there  a  clalfic  tide. 

My  native  meads  and  groves  among. 

As  blythe  I  tun’d  my  artlefs  fong, 

My  fancy  hail’d  the  halcyon  day. 

Crown’d  with  our  Sovereign’s  opening  fway, 

And  pour’d  the  verfe  to  that  aufpicious  morn. 

Which  plac’d  on  Britain’s  throne  a  monarch  Britain. born3 

Raptur’d  I  pour  the  verfe  again, 

To  hail  the  Britifli  monarch’s  lengthen’d  reign. 

To  celebrate  the  riling  year. 

In  which  a  King,  to  Britain  dear, 

Bids  every  Britifli  breaft  with  grateful  lay 
Blefs  the  tenth  luftre  of  his  lenient  fway. 

For  while  I  ftrike  the  votive  lyre. 

The  thrillings  of  the  trembling  wire 
Are  loft  amid  the  trembling  notes  of  praife. 

Which  with  accordant  voice  a  grateful  people  pays. 

From  Thule’s  Hyperborean  reign, 

To  where,  upon  the  fouthern  main, 

Bellerus  frowns— to  where  the  Atlantic  roars, 

O,  verdant  Erin,  ’gainft  thy  weftern  ftiores. 

The  Pseans  loud,  of  exultation  rife. 

Wafting  a  nation’s  plaudits  to  the  Ikies : 

And  while  the  hallow’d  rites  of  prayer  and  praife 
To  Heaven’s  high  throne  their  grateful  incenfe  raife, 
Mild  charity,  with  lib’ral  hand, 

Spreads  her  bleft  influence  o’er  the  fmiling  land  ; 


i 


5 


With 


822]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810, 

With  genial  current  far  and  wide, 

Flows  of  benevolence  the  copious  tide, 

Grateful  the  boon,  while  (houting  myriads  fee, 

That  dries  Afflidion’s  tear,  and  fets  the  captive  free. 

Though  looking  back  through  many  an  age. 
Since  Egbert  fird  our  Saxon  fires  obey’d. 

No  king  recorded  (lands  on  hidory’s  page 
So  long,  who  England’s  golden  fceptre  fway’d  ; 

O  yet,  through  many  a  rolling  year. 

Long  !  long  !  may  Albion’s  joyful  race 
Behold  a  crown,  to  Freedom  facred,  grace 

The  man  they  love — the  Sovereign  they  revere. 

Though  feated  on  her  rocky  throne, 

Girt  by  her  navy’s  adamantine  zone, 

Britannia  rears  fublime  her  dauntlefs  head, 

Amid  the  dorms  of  war  that  round  her  fpread  ; 

Yet  by  a  generous  Monarch  be  podefs’d. 

The  drd  great  objed  of  his  patriot  bread. 

May  every  baleful  vapour  Hy, 

That  hangs  malignant  now  o’er  Europe’s  iky  ; 
Infernal  Difcord’s  iron  temped  ceafe, 

And  George’s  fun  decline  in  glory  and  in  peace! 


ODE  for  Bis  MAJESTY’S  Birth-Day .  By  the  Same . 


When  dafn  the  billows  ’gaind  the  fhores. 

And  fable  clouds  obfcure  the  Ikies ; 

Cheerful  amid  the  dreary  fcene, 

Hope  looks  abroad  with  eye  ferene, 

To  happier  hours,  when  Spring  again 
Shall  fhew  her  renovated  reign, 

And  leading  on  the  rofy  hours, 

Shall  drew  the  teeming  earth  with  dowers; 
With  young  delight  each  bofom  cheer, 

And  wake  to  joy  again  the  renovated  year. 

Or  if,  it  chance,  the  induence  bland 
Be  check’d  by  adverfe  Ikies  awhile. 

By  Eurus’  ruder  gales  if  fanned 
Uncertain  April  ceafe  to  fmiie  : 

When  Maia’s  genial  breezes  blow  ; 

With  richer  dyes,  and  warmer  glow, 

When  June  appears  ;  fleets  every  cloud  away. 
And  all  creation  hails  the  animating  ray. 


Then 
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Then  from  Ambition’s  iron  reign, 

The  embattled  wall,  th*  enfanguin’d  plain, 

>  The  inmates  of  this  favour’d  ifle 

Look  fondly  with  expedant  fmile, 

To  that  bleft  hour  when  Britons  ling 
The  birth  aufpicious  of  a  parent  King ; 

And  as  the  clouds  of  winter  fly. 

When  June  illumes  the  genial  iky. 

So  may  the  threatening  ftorm  that  lowers 
O’er  wide  Europa’s  trembling  powers, 

Like  wintry  clouds  difperfing,  fade  away. 

Before  the  radiant  beams  that  gild  this  happy  day* 

When  the  Proud  Perfian  vainly  tried. 

In  impotence  of  rage,  to  chain  the  tide. 

Old  Ocean  mock’d  the  impious  boaft. 

And  Graecia  triumph’d  o’er  his  naval  hoik 
Such  Gallia’s  vaunt,  and  fuch  the  fate 
That  on  fuch  empty  vaunt  ihall  wait  ; 

For  while  (he  threats,  in  angry  mood. 

From  every  fliore  our  commerce  to  exclude, 

Britannia’s  arms  beyond  the  Atlantic  main 
Explore  new  regions  of  her  golden  reign  ; 

And  while  each  ifle  that  ftuds  the  weftern  wave. 

Yields  to  her  daring  prows  and  warriors  brave, 

Her  barks  commercial  crowd  the  azure  deep, 

Her  fleets  each  hoftile  fail  from  Ocean’s  bofom  fwee p« 

ALICE  BRAND.  From  the  Lady  of  the  Lake.  A  Poem* 

By  Walter  Scott,  Efq, 

«  »  V‘ 

\ 

MERRY  it  is  in  the  good  green  wood, 

When  the  mavis*  and  merlet  are  finging, 

When  the  deer  fweeps  by,  and  the  hounds  are  in  cry. 

And  the  hunter’s  horn  is  ringing. 

4i  O  Alice  Brand,  my  native  land 
Is  loft  for  love  of  you ; 

And  we  muft  hold  by  wood  and  wold. 

As  outlaws  wont  to  do. 

*x  O  Alice,  ’twas  all  for  thy  looks  fo  bright. 

And  ’twas  all  for  thine  eyes  fo  blue, 

That  on  the  night  of  our  lucklefs  flight, 

Thy  brother  bold  I  flew. 

*  A  Thrush.  f  Blackbird. 
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88  Now  I  muft  teach  to  hew  the  beech, 

The  hand  that  held  the  glaive, 

For  leaves  to  fpread  our  lowly  bed 
And  flakes  to  fence  our  cave. 

88  And  for  veft  of  pall,  thy  fingers  fmall, 

That  wont  on  harp  to  ftray, 

A  cloak  muft  fhear  from  the  flaughter’d  deer. 

To  keep  the  cold  away.” 

88  O  Richard  !  if  my  brother  died, 

’Twas  but  a  fatal  chance ; 

For  darkling  was  the  battle  tried, 

And  Fortune  fped  the  lance. 

88  If  pall  and  vair  no  more  I  wear, 

Nor  thou  the  crimfon  fheen. 

As  warm  we’ll  fay,  is  the  ruflet  grey. 

As  gay  the  foreft  green. 

And,  Richard  if  our  lot  be  hard, 

And  loft  thy  native  land. 

Still  Alice  has  her  own  Richard, 

And  he  his  Alice  Brand.” 

’Tis  merry,  ’tis  merry,  in  good  green  wood. 

So  blithe  Lady  Alice  is  tinging  $ 

On  the  beech’s  pride  ;  and  the  oak’s  brown  fide. 
Lord  Richard’s  axe  is  ringing. 

Up  fpoke  the  moody  Elfin  king, 

Who  wonne  within  the  hill, 

Like  wind  in  the  porch  of  a  ruin’d  church. 

His  voice  was  ghaftly  fhrill. 

88  Why  founds  yon  ftroke  on  beech  and  oak. 

Our  moon-light  circle’s  fcreen  ? 

Or  who  comes  here  to  chafe  the  deer, 

Beloved  of  our  Elfin  Queen  ? 

Or  who  may  dare  on  wold  to  wear 
The  fairie’s  fatal  green  ? 

88  Up,  Urgan,  up !  to  yon  mortal  hie 
For  thou  wert  chriftened  man  ; 

For  crofs  or  fign  thou  wilt  not  fly, 

For  mutter’d  word  or  ban. 


88  Lay 
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45  Lay  on  him  the  curfe  of  the  withered  heart, 

The  curfe  of  the  fleeplefs  eye  ; 

Till  he  wifli  and  pray  that  his  life  would  part. 

Nor  yet  find  leave  to  die." 

?Tis  merry,  5  tis  merry,  in  good  green  wood. 

Though  the  birds  have  Hill'd  their  finging, 

The  evening  blaze  doth  Alice  raife. 

And  Richard  is  faggots  bringing. 

Up  Urgan  Harts,  that  hideous  dwarf. 

Before  Lord  Richard  Hands, 

And,  as  he  eroded  and  blefled  himfelf, 

I  fear  not  fign/®  quoth  the  grifsly  elf, 
i(  That  is  made  with  bloody  hands/® 

But  out  then  fpoke  Hie,  Alice  Brand, 

That  woman  void  of  fear, 

4f  And  if  there's  blood  upon  his  hand, 

®Tis  but  the  blood  of  the  deer/* 

<€  Now  loud  thou  lieH,  thou  bold  of  mood! 

It  cleaves  unto  his  hand. 

The  Hain  of  thine  own  kindly  blood, 

The  blood  of  Ethert  Brand/' 

Then  forward  Hepp'd  Hie  Alice  Brand, 

And  made  the  holy  fign, 

4f  And  if  there's  blood  on  Richard’s  hand, 

A  fpotlefs  hand  is  mine® 

4f  And  I  conjure  thee,  Daemon  elf, 

By  him  whom  Daemons  fear, 

To  fhew  us  whence  thou  art  thyfelf  ? 

And  what  thine  errand  here  ?" 


41  'Tis  merry  ;  'tis  merry,  in  Fairy  land— 

When  fairy  birds  are  finging. 

When  the  court  doth  ride  by  their  monarch’s  fide. 
With  bit  and  bridle  ringing  : 


And  gaily  ftiines  the  fairy  land— 

But  all  is  gliHening  {how. 

Like  the  idle  gleam  that  December’s  beam 
Can  dart  on  ice  and  fnow® 
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“  In  fading,  like  that  varied  gleam. 

Is  our  incondant  fhape, 

Who  now  like  knight  and  lady  feem. 

And  now  like  dwarf  and  ape. 

“It  was  between  the  night  and  day, 

When  the  Fairy  King  has  power, 

That  I  funk  down  in  a  finful  fray. 

And,  ’twixt  life  and  death  was  (hatch'd  away. 

To  the  joylefs  Elfin  bower. 

(i  But  wid  I  of  a  woman  bold, 

Who  thrice  my  brow  durft  fign, 

I  might  regain  my  mortal  mold  ; 

As  fair  a  form  as  thine/* 

She  eroded  him  once — die  eroded  him  twice— 
That  lady  was  fo  brave  ; 

The  fouler  grew  his  goblin  hue, 

The  darker  grew  the  cave. 

She  eroded  him  thrice,  that  lady  bold : 

He  rofe  beneath  her  hand, 

The  faired  knight  on  Scottifh  mold. 

Her  brother,  Ethert  Brand  ! 

Merry  it  is  in  the  good  green  wood, 

When  the  mavis  and  merle  are  dnging, 

Aud  merrier  were  they  in  Dunfermline  grey. 
When  all  the  bells  were  ringing. 

FITZJAMES  AND  RODERICK  DHU. 

From  the  Same, 

“  \\7  ARRIOR,  but  yeder-morn,  I  knew 
*  *  Nought  of  thy  Chieftain,  Roderick  Dhu 
Save  as  an  exiled  defperate  man, 

The  chief  of  a  rebellious  clan, 

Who,  in  the  Regent’s  court  and  dght, 

With  ruffian  dagger  dabbed  a  knight. 

Yet  this  alone  might  from  his  part 
Sever  each  true  and  loyal  heart.”- — 

Wrothful  at  fuch  arraignment  foul, 

>  th  e  clanfman’s  fable  fcowl. 
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A  fpace  he  paufed,  then  fternly  faid,— - 
“  And  heard’ft  thou  why  he  drew  his  blade  ? 
Heard’ft  thou  that  fhameful  word  and  blow 
Brought  Roderick's  vengeance  on  his  foe  ? 
What  reck’d  the  Chieftain,  if  he  ftood 
On  h  ighland  heath,  or  Holy-Rood  ? 

He  rights  fuch  wrong  where  it  is  given, 

If  it  were  in  the  court  of  heaven.” 

(S  Still  was  it  outrage  ; — yet,  ’tis  true, 

Not  then  claimed  fovereignty  his  due  ; 
While  Albany,  with  feeble  hand 
Held  borrowed  truncheon  of  command. 

The  young  king  mew’d  in  Sterling  tower, 
Was  ftranger  to  refpeft  and  power. 

But  then,  thy  Chieftain’s  robber  life  ! 
Winning  mean  prey  by  carelefs  ftrife. 
Wrenching  from  ruin’d  lowland  Twain, 

His  herds  and  harveft  reared  in  vain,— - 
Methinks,  a  foul  like  thine  Ihould  fcorn 
The  fpoils  from  fuch  foul  foray  borne.” 

The  Gael  beheld  him  grim  the  while. 

And  anfwered  with  difdainful  fmile, 
u  Saxon,  from  yonder  mountain  high, 

I  marked  thee  fend  delighted  eye, 

Far  to  the  fouth  and  eaft,  where  lay, 
Extended  in  fucceflion  gay. 

Deep  waving  fields  and  paftures  green. 

With  gentle  Hopes  and  groves  between : 
Thefe  fertile  plains,  that  foftened  vale. 

Were  once  the  birth-right  of  the  Gael ; 

The  ftranger  came  with  iron  hand, 

And  from  our  fathers  reft  the  land. 

Where  dwell  we  now  !  See  rudely  fwell 
Crag  o’er  crag,  and  fell  ofer  fell, 

Aik  we  this  favage  hill  we  tread, 

For  fattened  fteer  or  houfehold  bread  : 

Aik  we  for  flocks  thefe  fhingles  dry. 

And  well  the  mountain  might  reply,— 

€  To  you,  as  to  your  fires  of  yore, 

Belong  the  target  and  claymore  ! 

1  give  you  ftielter  in  my  breaft, 

Your  own  good  blades  muft  win  the  reft.’ 
Pent  in  this  fortrefs  of  the  north, 

Think’ft  thou  we  will  not  Tally  forth. 

To  fpoil  the  fpoiler  as  we  may, 

And  from  the  robber  rend  the  prey  ? 

Aye,  by  my  foul ! — While  on  yon  plain 
The  Saxon  rears  one  Ihock  of  grain  ; 
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While,  of  ten  thoufand  herds,  there  ftrays 
But  one  along  yon  river’s  maze,— 

The  Gael,  of  plain  and  river  heir. 

Shall  with  ftrong  hand,  redeem  his  fhare. 
Where  live  the  mountain  chiefs  who  hold. 
That  plundering  lowland,  field,  and  fold, 

Is  aught  but  retribution  true  ? 

Seek  other  cade  ’gainft  Roderick  Dhu.” 

Anfwered  Fitz*James,— And  if  I  fought,. 
Thinkft  thou  no  other  could  be  brought  f 
What  deem  ye  of  my  path  way-laid. 

My  life  given  o?er  to  ambufcade  ?” 

((  As  of  a  meed  to  rafhnefs  due  i 
Hadft  thou  fen t  warning  fair  and  true, 

I  feek  my  hound,  or  falcon  ftray’d, 

I  feek,  good  faith,  a  Highland  maid. 

Free  hadft  thou  been  to  come  and  go  ; 

But  fecret  path  marks  fecret  foe. 

Nor  yet  for  this,  even  as  a  rP  7> 

Hadft  thou,  unheard,  been  doomed  to  die. 

Save  to  fulfil  an  augury/’ 

**  Well,  let  it  pafs ;  nor  will  I  now 
Frefh  caufe  of  enmity  avow, 

To  chafe  thy  mood  and  cloud  thy  brow* 
Enough,  I  am  by  promife  tried, 

To  match  me  with  this  man  of  pride  : 

Twice  have  I  fought  Clan-Alpine’s  glen 
In  peace ;  but  when  I  come  agen, 

I  come  with  banner,  brand  and  bow, 

As  leader  feeks  his  mortal  foe. 

For  love-lorn  fwain  in  lady’s  bower. 

Ne’er  panted  for  the  appointed  hour. 

As  I,  until  before  me  Hand 
This  rebel  chieftain  and  his  band.” 

Sf  Have,  then,  thy  wifh  t”— he  whittled  fhrilf. 
And  he  was  anfwered  from  the  hill  j 
Wild  as  the  fcream  of  the  curlieu. 

From  crag  to  crag  the  fignal  flew. 

Inftant,  through  copfe  and  heath,  arofe 
Bonnets  and  fpears  and  bended  bows  ; 

On  right,  on  left,  above,  below, 

Sprung  up  at  once  the  lurking  foe ; 

From  fhingles  grey  their  lances  ftart. 

The  braken  bufti  fends  forth  the  dart. 

The  rufties  and  the  willow-wand 
Are  briftling  into  axe  and  brand. 
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And  every  tuft  of  broom  gives  life 
To  plaided  warrior  armed  for  ft  rife. 

That  whittle  garrifon’d  the  glen. 

At  once  with  full  five  hundred  men. 

As  if  the  yawning  hill  to  heaven 
A  fubterranean  hoft  had  given. 

Watching  their  leader’s  beck  and  Will, 

All  filent  there  they  flood  and  Hill ; 

Like  the  loofe  crags  whofe  threatening  mafs 
Lay  tottering  o’er  the  hollow  pafs, 

As  if  an  infant’s  touch  could  urge 
Their  headlong  paffage  down  the  verge, 

With  ftep  and  weapon  forward  flung, 

Upon  the  mountain- fide  they  hung. 

The  mountaineer  caft  glance  of  pride 
Along  Benledi’s  living  fide ; 

Then  fix’d  his  eye  and  fable  brow 

Full  on  Fitz-James— s<  How  lay 9 ft  thou  now  ? 

Thefe  are  Clan- Alpine’s  warriors  true ; 

And,  Saxon, — I  am  Roderick  Dhu !’’ 

Fitz-James  was  brave  : — Though  to  his  heart 
The  life-blood  thrilled  with  fudden  ftart, 

He  mann’d  himfelf  with  dauntlefs  air. 

Returned  the  Chief  his  haughty  flare, 

His  back  againft  a  rock  he  bore, 

And  firmly  placed  his  foot  before : 

“  Come  one,  come  all !  this  rock  fhall  fly 
From  its  firm  bafe  as  foon  as  I.” 

Sir  Roderick  marked— and  in  his  eyes 
Refpeft  was  mingled  with  furprife. 

And  the  ftem  joy  which  warriors  feel 
In  foeman  worthy  of  their  fleel. 

Short  fpace  he  flood— then  wav’d  his  hand  : 
Down  funk  the  difappearing  band  ; 

Each  warrior  vanifhed  where  he  flood, 

In  broom  or  braken,  heath  or  wood  ? 

Sunk  brand  and  fpear  and  bended  bow. 

In  ofiers  pale  and  copfes  low  ; 

It  feem’d  as  if  their  mother  earth 
Had  fwal lowed  up  her  warlike  birth. 

The  wind’s  laft  breath  had  tofled  in  air, 
Pennon,  and  plaid,  and  plumage  fair, — 

The  next  but  fwept  a  lone  hill-fide, 

Where  heath  and  fern  were  waving  wide ; 

The  fun’s  laft  glance  was  glinted  back, 

From  lance  and  glaive,  from  targe  and  jack,— 
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The  next,  all  unrefle&ed,  (hone 
On  bracken  green,  and  cold  grey  ftone. 

Fitz- James  looked  round — yetfcarce  believed 
The  witnefs  that  his  fight  received  ; 

Such  apparition  well  might  Teem, 

Delufion  of  a  dreadful  dream. 

Sir  Roderick  in  fufpenfe  he  eyed, 

And  to  his  look  the  Chief  replied, 

“  Fear  nought— nay,  that  I  need  not  fay— 
But— doubt  not  aught  from  mine  array  ; 

Thou  art  my  gueft  ; — -I  pledged  my  word 
As  as  far  as  Cailantogle  ford  : 

Nor  would  I  call  a  danfman’s  brand 
For  aid  againft  one  valiant  hand. 

Though  on  our  ftrife  lay  every  vale 
Rent  by  the  Saxon  from  the  Gael* 

So  move  we  on  ; — I  only  meant 
To  fhow  the  reed  on  which  you  leant. 
Deeming  this  path  you  might  purfue. 

Without  a  pafs  from  Roderick  Dim.** 

They  mov'd  I  faid  Fitz.  James  was  brave^ 
As  ever  knight  that  belted  glaive ; 

Yet  dare  not  fay,  that  now  his  blood 
Kept  on  its  wont  and  tempered  flood, 

As,  following  Roderick's  ftride,  he  drew 
That  feeming  lonefome  path-way  through,,, 
Which  yet,  by  fearful  proof,  was  rife 
With  lances,  that  to  take  his  life 
Waited  but  fignai  from  a  guide. 

So  late  difhonoured  and  defied. 

Ever,  by  Health,  his  eye  fought  round 
The  vanifhed  guardians  of  the  ground, 

And  ft  ill  from  copfe  and  heather  deep, 

Fancy  faw  fpear  and  broad -fword  peep. 

And  in  the  plover’s  fhrilly  train 
The  fignai  whittle  heard  again,, 

Nor  breathed  he  free  till  far  behind 
The  pafs  was  left,  for  then  they  wind 
Along  a  wide  and  level  green, 

Where  neither  tree  nor  tuft  was  feen. 

Nor  rulh,  nor  bulb  of  broom  was  near* 

To  hide  a  bonnet  or  a  fpear.. 
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THE  GATHERING  OF  THE  CLANS. 

From  the  Same. 

THEN  Roderick,  with  impatient  look. 

From  Brian’s  hand  the  fymbol  took  : 
si  Speed,  Malife,  fpeed  !”  he  faid,  and  gave 
The  crofslet  to  his  hench-man  brave. 

((  The  mailer- place  be  Lanrick  mead- — — 

Inftant  the  time — fpeed,  Malife,  fpeed  I’11 
Like  heath-bird,  when  the  hawks  purfue, 

A  barge  acrofs  Loch-Kathrine  flew  ; 

High  flood  the  hench-man  on  the  prow. 

So  rapidly  the  bargemen  row. 

The  bubbles,  where  they  launched  the  boat. 

Were  all  unbroken  and  afloat. 

Dancing  in  foam  and  ripple  ftill, 

When  it  had  reached  the  mainland  hill ; 

And  from  the  filver  beach’s  fide 
Still  was  the  prow  three  fathom  wide. 

When  lightly  bounded  to  the  land. 

The  melfenger  of  blood  and  brand. 

Speed,  Malife,  fpeed !  the  dun  deer’s  hide 
On  fleeter  foot  was  never  tied. 

Speed,  Malife,  fpeed !  fuch  caufe  of  hafte 
Thine  a&ive  finews  never  braced. 

Bend  ’gainft  the  fteepy  hill  thy  breaft, 

Burft  down  like  torrent  from  its  creft. 

With  Ihort  and  fpringing  footftep  pafs 
The  trembling  bog  and  falfe  morafs ; 

Acrofs  the  brook  like  roe-buck  bound, 

And  thread  the  brake  like  quelling  hound  ; 

The  crag  is  high,  and  the  fcaur  is  deep. 

Yet  Ihrink  not  from  the  defperate  leap ; 

Parched  are  thy  burning  lips  and  brow. 

Yet  by  the  fountain  paufe  not  now  ; 

Herald  of  battle,  fate,  and  fear, 

Stretch  onward  in  thy  fleet  career ! 

The  wounded  hind  thou  track’ll  not  now", 

Purfueft  not  maid  through  greenwood  bough, 

Nor  plieft  thou  now  thy  flying  pace. 

With  rivals  in  the  mountain  race  ; 

But  danger,  death,  and  warrior  deed. 

Are  in  thy  courfe— -  Speed,  Malife,  fpeed  ! 

t  .  ' 

Fall  as  the  fatal  fymbol  flies. 

In  anus  the  huts  and  hamlets  rife  ; 

From 
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From  winding  glen,  from  upland  brown, 

They  poured  each  hardy  tenant  down. 

Nor  flack’d  the  meflenger  his  pace  ; 

He  fhew’d  the  fign,  he  named  the  place, 

And,  prefling  forward  like  the  wind. 

Left  clamour  and  furprife  behind. 

The  fiflierman  forfook  the  ftrand  ; 

The  fwarthy  fmith  took  dirk  and  brand  ; 

With  changed  cheer,  the  mower  blithe, 

Left  in  the  half-cut  fwathe  his  fey  the ; 

The  herds  without  a  keeper  ftray’d. 

The  plough  was  in  mid- furrow  ftaid. 

The  falconer  toflfed  his  hawk  away. 

The  hunter  left  the  flag  at  bay ; 

Prompt  at  the  fignal  of  alarms. 

Each  fon  of  Alpine  ruflied  to  arms ; 

So  fwept  the  tumult  and  affray 
Along  the  margin  of  Achray. 

Alas  !  thou  lovely  lake ;  that  e’er 
Thy  banks  fhould  echo  founds  of  fear  ! 

The  rocks,  the  bufliy  thickets,  fleep 
So  ftilly  on  thy  bofom  deep. 

The  lark’s  blithe  carol  from  the  cloud. 

Seems  for  the  feene  too  gaily  loud. 

Speed,  Malife,  fpeed !  the  lake  is  paft, 
Duncraggan’s  huts  appear  at  laft. 

And  peep,  like  mofs-grown  rocks,  half  feen, 
Half  hidden  in  the  copfe  fo  green ; 

There  may ’ft  thou  reft,  thy  labour  done, 

Their  Lord  fliall  fpeed  the  fignal  on. 

As  ftoops  the  hawk  upon  his  prey. 

The  henchman  ftiot  him  down  the  way. 

What  woeful  accents  load  the  gale  ? 

The  funeral  yell,  the  female  wail ! 

A  gallant  hunter’s  fport  is  o’er, 

A  valiant  warrior  fights  no  more. 

Who,  in  the  battle  or  the  chace. 

At  Roderick’s  fide  fliall  fill  his  place ! 

Within  the  hall,  where  torches’  ray 
Supplies  the  excluded  beams  of  day, 

Lies  Duncan  on  his  lonely  bier. 

And  o’er  him  ftreams  his  widow’s  tear  ; 

His  ftripling  fon  ftands  mournful  by. 

His  youngeft  weeps,  but  knows  not  why  ; 

The  village  maids  and  matrons  round 
The  difmal  coronach  *  refound. 


*  A  funeral  long. 
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He  is  gone  on  the  mountain. 

He  is  loft  to  the  foreft. 

Like  a  fummer-dried  fountain. 

When  our  need  was  the  foreft. 

The  font,  re-appearing, 

From  the  rain-drops  fhall  borrow. 
But  to  us  comes  no  cheering, 

To  Duncan  no  morrow  ! 

The  hand  of  the  reaper 

Takes  the  ears  that  are  hoary. 

But  the  voice  of  the  weeper 
Wails  manhood  in  glory  j 
The  autumn  winds  rufhing. 

Waft  the  leaves  that  are  feereft. 

But  our  flower  was  in  flufhing, 

When  blighting  was  neareft® 

Fleet  foot  on  the  corrie  *, 

Sage  counfel  in  cumber. 

Red  hand  in  the  foray, 

How  found  is  thy  dumber ! 

Like  the  dew  on  the  mountain. 

Like  the  foam  on  the  river. 

Like  the  bubble  on  the  fountain. 

Thou  art  gone,  and  for  ever ! 

See  Stumah  +,  who,  the  bier  befide, 

4 *  His  matter's  corpfe  with  wonder  eyed. 

Poor  Stumah!  whom  his  lea  ft  halloo 
Could  fend  like  lightning  o'er  the  dew, 
Briftles  his  creft,  and  points  his  ears, 

As  if  fome  ftranger  ftep  he  hears. 

’Tis  not  a  mourner's  muffled  tread, 

Who  comes  to  forrow  o’er  the  dead. 

But  headlong  hafte,  or  deadly  fear, 

Urge  the  precipitate  career. 

All  ftand  aghaft  :« - unheeding  all 

The  hench-man  burfts  into  the  hall. 

Before  the  dead  man’s  bier  he  flood, 

Held  forth  the  crofs  befmeared  with  blood  ; 
(e  The  mufter-place  is  Lanrick  mead  ; 

Speed  forth  the  fignal,  clanfmen  fpeedP* 

*  The  hollow  fide  of  the  hill,  where  game  lies, 
f  Faithful,  the  name  of  a  dog. 
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Angus,  the  heir  of  Duncan’s  line. 

Sprung  forth  and  feized  the  fatal  fign. 

In  hafte  the  ftripling  to  his  fide 

His  father’s  dirk  and  broad-fword  tied ; 

But  when  he  faw  his  mother’s  eye 
Watch  him  in  fpeechlefs  agony. 

Back  to  her  opened  arms  he  flew, 

Preffed  on  her  lips  a  fond  adieu.—-—— 

(S  Alas  !*’  Ihe  fobbed,-— u  and  yet  be  gone, 

And  fpeed  thee  forth,  like  Duncan’s  fon  !” 

One  look  he  caft  upon  the  bier, 

Dafhed  from  his  eye  the  gathering  tear. 

Breathed  deep,  to  clear  his  labouring  bread. 

And  tolled  aloft  his  bonnet  creft. 

Then,  like  the  high-bred  colt  when  freed 
Firft  he  effays  his  fire  and  fpeed. 

He  vanilhed,  and  o’er  moor  and  mofs 
Sped  forward  with  the  Fiery  Crofs. 

Sufpended  was  the  widow’s  tear, 

While  yet  his  foot-fteps  Ihe  could  hear  j 
And  when  Hie  marked  the  hench»man’s  eye 
Wet  with  unwonted  fympathy, 
st  Kinfman/’  Ihe  faid,  u  his  race  is  run, 

That  fhould  have  fped  thine  errand  on  ; 

The  oak,  has  fallen,— the  fapling  bough 
Is  all  Duncraggan’s  Ihelter  now. 

Yet  truft  I  well,  his  duty  done. 

The  orphan’s  God  will  guard  my  fon.— 

And  you,  in  many  a  danger  true, 

At  Duncan’s  heft  your  blades  that  drew. 

To  arms,  and  guard  that  orphan’s  head  ! 

Let  babes  and  women  wail  the  deadf 5'— 

Then  weapon-clang,  and  martial  call. 

Refounding  through  the  funeral  hall. 

While  from  the  walls  the  attendant  band 
Snatched  fword  and  targe,  with  hurried  hand  ; 

And  ftiort  and  flitting  energy 
Glanced  from  the  mourner’s  funken  eye, 

As  if  the  founds,  to  warrior  dear, 

Might  roufe  her  Duncan  from  his  bier. 

But  faded  foon  that  borrow’d  force  ; 

Grief  claimed  his  right,  and  tears  their  courfe. 

Benledi  faw  the  Crofs  of  Fire, 

It  glanced  like  lightning  up  Strath-Ire. 

O’er  dale  and  hill  the  fumrnons  flew. 

Nor  reft  nor  paufe  young  Angus  knew  ; 

The 
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The  tear  that  gathered  in  his  eye. 

He  left  the  mountain  breeze  to  dry  ; 

Until  where  Teith’s  young  waters  roll, 
Betwixt  him  and  a  wooden  knoll. 

That  graced  the  fable  ftrath  with  green, 
The  chapel  of  St.  Bride  was  feen. 

Swoln  was  the  ftream,  remote  the  bridge, 
But  Angus  paufed  not  on  the  edge 
Though  the  dark  waves  danced  dizzily, 
Though  reeled  his  fympathetic  eye 
He  dallied  amid  the  torrent’s  roar  ; 

His  right-hand  high  the  crofslet  bore, 

His  left  the  pole-axe  grafped,  to  guide 
And  ftay  his  footing  in  the  tide. 

He  Humbled  twice — the  foam  fpl allied  high, 
With  hoarfer  fwell  the  ftream  raced  by  j 
And  had  he  fallen,- — for  ever  there, 
Farewell  Duncraggan’s  orphan  heir  ! 

But  Hill,  as  if  in  parting  life. 

Firmer  he  grafped  the  crofs  of  ftrife, 

Until  the  oppofing  bank  he  gained, 

And  up  the  chapel  pathway  ft  rained. 


A  GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

...  *  .  ■  I 

From  the  Borough ,  a  Poemy  by  the  Rev.  G.  Crab  be,  LL.B* 

<(  Describe  the  Borough, ’'-—though  our  idle  tribe 
May  love  defcription,  can  we  fo  defcribe. 

That  you  lhall  fairly  ftreets  and  buildings  trace. 

And  all  that  gives  diftin&ion  to  a  place  ? 

This  cannot  be  ;  yet  moved  by  your  requeft, 

A  part  I  paint— -let  fancy  form  the  reft. 

Cities  and  towns,  the  various  haunts  of  men. 

Require  the  pencil ;  they  defy  the  pen  : 

Could  he,  who  fang  fo  well  the  Grecian  fleet, 

So  well  have  fung  of  alley,  lane,  or  ftreet  ? 

Can  meafured  lines  thefe  various  buildings  (how, 

The  town. hall,  turning,  or  the  profpedt-row  ? 

Can  I  the  feats  of  wealth  and  want  explore, 

And  lengthen  out  my  lays  from  door  to  door  ? 

Then  let  thy  fancy  aid  me,- — I  repair 
From  this  tall  manflon  of  our  laft  year’s  Mayor, 

Till 
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Till  we  the  out-lkirts  of  the  Borough  reach. 

And  thefe  half  buried  buildings  next  the  beach ; 

Where  hang  at  open  doors,  the  net  and  cork, 

While  fqualid  fea-dames  mend  the  mefliy  work  ; 

Till  comes  the  hour,  when  fiftiing  through  the  tide. 

The  weary  hufband  throws  his  freight  afide, 

A  living  mafs,  which  now  demands  the  wife, 

The  alternate  labours  of  their  humble  life. 

Can  fcenes  like  thefe  withdraw  thee  from  thy  wood. 

Thy  upland  foreft,  or  thy  valley’s  flood  ? 

Seek  then  thy  garden’s  Ihrubby  bound,  and  look. 

As  it  fteals  by,  upon  the  bordering  brook  ; 

That  winding  ftreamlet,  limpid,  lingering,  flow. 

Where  the  reeds  whifper  when  the  zephyrs  blow  j 
Where  in  the  midft,  upon  her  throne  of  green, 

Sits  the  large  lilly  *  as  the  water’s  queen  ; 

And  makes  the  current,  forced  awhile  to  flay, 

Murmur  and  bubble  as  it  fhoots  away  ; 

Draw  then  the  ftrongeft  contrail:  to  that  ft  ream, 

And  our  broad  river  will  before  thee  feem. 

With  ceafelefs  motion  comes  and  goes  the  tide, 

Flowing,  it  fills  the  channel  vaft  and  wide ; 

Then  back  to  fea,  with  ftrong  majeftic  fweep 
It  rolls,  in  ebb  yet  terrible  and  deep  ; 

Here  famphire  banks  t,  and  falt-wort  J,  bound  the  flood. 

Here  flakes,  and  fea-weeds,  withering  on  the  mud  ; 

And  higher  up,  a  ridge  of  all  things  bafe, 

Which  fome  ftrong  tide  has  rolled  upon  the  place. 

Thy  gentle  river  boafts  its  pigmy  boat. 

Urged  on  by  pains,  half  grounded,  half  afloat ; 

While  at  her  ftern  an  angler  takes  his  ftand, 

And  marks  the  fifti  he  purpofes  to  land 

From  that  clear  fpace,  where  in  the  cheerful  ray 

Of  the  warm  fun,  the  fcaly  people  play. 

Far  other  craft  our  prouder  river  fhows, 

Hoys,  pinks,  and  floops,  brigs,  brigantines,  and  fnows : 

No  angler  we  on  our  wide  ftream  defcry, 

But  one  poor  dredger  where  his  oyfters  lie  : 

He  cold  and  wet,  and  driving  with  the  tide. 

Beats  his  weak  arms  againft  his  tarry  fide  ; 

#  The  white  Water-lily. 

f  The  jointed  Glaffwort.  Salicornia  is  here  meant,  the  true  Samphire,  the  Crith - 
mum  Maritinum. 

J  The  Salfola  of  botauifts. 
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Then  drains  the  remnant  of  diluted  gin, 

To  aid  the  warmth  that  languifhes  within, 

Renewing  oft  his  poor  attempts  to  beat 
His  tingling  fingers  into  gathering  heat. 

He  (hall  again  be  feen  when  evening  comes, 

And  focial  parties  crowd  their  favourite  rooms: 

Where  on  the  table  pipes  and  papers  lie. 

The  fixeaming  bowl  or  foaming  tankard  by  ; 

’Tis  then,  with  all  thefe  comforts  fpread  around, 

They  hear  the  painful  dredger's  welcome  found  ; 

And  few  themfelves  the  favoury  boon  deny, 

The  food  that  feeds,  the  living  luxury. 

Yon  is  our  quay  !  thofe  fmalier  hoys  from  town. 

Its  various  wares,  for  country  ufe,  bring  down, 

Thofe  laden  waggons,  in  return,  impart 
The  country  produce  to  the  city  mart ; 

Hark  !  to  the  clamour  in  that  miry  road, 

Bounded  and  narrow'd  by  yon  veflePs  load  $ 

The  lumbering  wealth  (he  empties  round  the  place. 

Package  and  parcel,  hogfhead,  cheft  and  cafe : 

While  the  loud  feaman  and  the  angry  hind 
Mingling  in  bufinefs,  bellow  to  the  wind. 

4  ,  4  V  .  ,v 

Near  thefe,  a  crew  amphibious,  in  the  docks, 

Rear,  for  the  fea,  thofe  caftles  on  the  flocks  : 

See  !  the  long  keel,  which  foon  the  waves  muft  hide  | 

See  !  the  ftrong  ribs  which  form  the  roomy  fide  ; 

Bolts  yielding  flowly  to  the  fturdieft  ftroke. 

And  planks  *  which  curve  and  crackle  in  the  fmoke. 

Around  the  whole  rife  cloudy  wreaths,  and  far 
Bear  the  warm  pungence  of  o'er 'boiling  tar. 

Dabbling  on  fhore,  half  naked  fea  boys  crowd. 

Swim  round  a  ftiip,  or  fwing  upon  the  fhrowd  ; 

Or  in  a  boat  purloin’d,  with  paddles  play, 

And  grow  familiar  with  the  watery  way  : 

Young  though  they  be,  they  feel  whofefons  they  are. 

They  know  what  Britifli  feamen  do  and  dare  ; 

Proud  of  that  fame,  they  raife  and  they  enjoy 
The  ruftic  wonder  of  the  village  boy. 

*  The  curvature  of  planks  for  the  fides  of  a  fhip,  &e.  is,  I  am  informed,  now 
generally  made  by  the  power  of  fleam,  Tire  is  neverthelefs  ftill  ufed  for  boats,  and 
veflels  of  the  fmalier  kind. 

Before 
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Before  you  bid  thefe  bufy  fcenes  adieu, 

Behold  the  wealth  that  lies  in  public  view, 

Thofe  far  extended  heaps  of  coal  and  coke, 

Where  frefh  fill’d  lime-kilns  breathe  their  ftifiing  fmoke. 
This  fhal!  pafs  off,  and  you  behold,  inftead, 

The  night-fire  gleaming  on  its  chalky  bed  ; 

When  from  the  light-houfe,  brighter  beams  will  rife. 

To  (how  the  fhipman  where  the  fhallow  lies. 

Thy  walks  are  ever  pleafant ;  every  fcene 

Is  rich  in  beauty,  lively,  or  ferene - - 

Rich  is  that  varied  view,  with  woods  around. 

Seen  from  the  feat,  within  the  fhrubbery  bound  ; 

Where  fhines  the  diftant  lake,  and  where  appear 
From  ruins  bolting,  unmolefted  deer  ; 

Lively— the  village* green,  the  inn,  the  place. 

Where  the  good  widow  fchools  her  infant  race. 

Shops,  whence  are  heard  the  hammer  and  the  faw, 

And  village  pleafures  unreprov’d  by  law  ; 

And  how  ferene  !  when  in  your  favourite  room, 

Gales  from  your  jeflamines  foothe  the  evening  gloom ; 
When  from  your  upland  paddock  you  look  down, 

And  juft  perceive  the  fmoke  which  hides  the  town : 
When  weary  peafants  at  the  clofe  of  day 
Walk  to  their  cots,  and  part  upon  the  way  ; 

When  cattle  flowly  crofs  the  fhallow  brook, 

And  fhepherds  pen  their  folds,  and  reft  upon  their  crook. 

We  prune  our  hedges,  prime  our  Bender  trees, 

And  nothing  looks  untutor’d  and  at  eafe, 

On  the  wide  heath,  or  in  the  flowery  vale, 

We  fcent  the  vapours  of  the  fea-born  gale  ; 

Broad  beaten  paths  lead  on  from  ftile  to  ftile. 

And  fewers  from  ftreets,  the  road-fide  banks  defile  ; 

Our  guarded  fields  a  fenfe  of  danger  fhow, 

Where  garden  crops  with  corn  and  clover  grow  ; 

Fences  are  formed  of  wreck  and  placed  around, 

(With  tenters  tipp’d)  a  ftrong  repulfive  bound; 

Wide  and  deep  ditches  by  the  gardens  run. 

And  there  in  ambufh  lie  the  trap  and  gun ; 

Or  yon  broad  board,  which  guards  each  tempting  prize, 
u  Like  a  tall  bully,  lifts  its  head  and  lies.” 

There  ftands  a  cottage  with  an  open  door, 

Its  garden  undefended  blooms  before  ; 

Her  wheel  is  ftill,  and  over-turned  her  ftool, 

While  the  lone  widow  feeks  the  neighbouring  pool  ; 
This  gives  us  hope,  all  views  of  town  to  fhun — - 
No  !  here  are  tokens  of  the  failor-fon  ; 
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That  old  blue  jacket,  and  that  ftiirt  of  check  ; 
And  filken  kerchief  for  the  feaman’s  neck  ; 

Sea  fpoils  and  lhells  from  many  a  diftant  ihore. 
And  furry  robe  from  frozen  Labrador, 

Our  bufy  ftreets  and  fylvan  walks  between. 
Fens,  mardies,  bog,  and  heath,  all  intervene  j 
Here  pits  of  crag,  with  fpongy  plafhy  bafe, 

To  fome  enrich  th’  uncultivated  fpace  : 

For  there  are  blofioms  rare,  and  curious  ru(h. 

The  gale’s  rich  balm,  and  fun-denu’s  crimfon  blufti, 
Whofe  velvet  leaf  with  radiant  beauty  dreft, 

Forms  a  gay  pillow  for  the  plover's  bread. 

Not  diftant  far,  a  houfe  commodious  made 
(Lonely  yet  public  ftands)  for  Sunday  trade; 
Thither,  for  this  day  free,  gay  parties  go. 

Their  tea-houfe  walk,  their  tippling  rendezvous ; 
There  humble  couples  fit  in  corner  bowers. 

Or  gaily  ramble  for  th’  allotted  hours  ; 

Sailors  and  lafles  from  the  town  attend. 

The  fervant-lover,  the  apprentice-friend  ; 

With  all  the  idle,  focial  tribes  who  feek. 

And  find,  their  humble  pleafures  once  a  week. 

Turn  to  the  watery  world  !-— but  who  to  thee 
A  wonder  yet  unview’d  fhall  paint!— the  fea  ? 
Various  and  vaft,  fublime  in  all  its  forms. 

When  lull’d  by  zephyrs,  or  when  roufed  by  ftorms, 
Its  colours  changing,  when  from  clouds  and  fun, 
Shades  after  (hades  upon  the  furface  run  ; 
Embrown’d  and  horrid  now,  and  now  ferene. 

In  limpid  blue,  and  evanefeent  green  ; 

And  oft  the  boggy  banks  on  ocean  lie. 

Lift  the  fair  fail,  and  cheat  th’  experienced  eye 

Be  it  the  fummer-noon  j  a  fandy  fpace. 

The  ebbing  tide  has  left  upon  its  place ; 

Then  juft  the  hot  and  ftony  beach  above. 

Light  twinkling  ftreams  in  bright  confufion  move ; 
(For  heated  thus,  the  warmer  air  afeends. 

And  with  the  cooler  in  its  fall  contends) ; 

Then  the  broad  bofom  of  the  ocean  keeps 
An  equal  motion  ;  fwelling  as  it  deeps. 


*  Of  the  elfe6t  of  thefe  mills,  known  by  the  name  of  fog-banks,  wonderful,  and 
indeed  incredible  relations,  are  given ;  but  their  property  of  appearing  to  elevate 
fliips  at  fea,  and  to  bring  them  in  view,  is,  I  believe,  generally  acknowledged. 

Voe.  LII.  or  Vol.  X.  New  Series.  [3  f/J  Then 
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Then  (lowly  finking ;  curling  to  the  ftrand. 

Faint  lazy  waves  o’ercreep  the  ridgy  fand, 

Or  tofs  the  tarry  boat  with  gentle  blow, 

And  back  return  in  filence,  fmooih  and  How. 

Ships  in  the  calm  feem  anchor'd  ;  for  they  glide 
On  the  fill  fea,  urged  folely  by  the  tide ; 

Art  thou  not  prefent,  this  calm  fcene  before, 

Where  all  befide  is  pebbly  length  of  fhore, 

And  far  as  eye  can  reach,  it  can  difcern  no  more  ? 

Yet  fometimes  comes  a  ruffling  cloud  to  make 
The  quiet  furface  of  the  ocean  (hake  ; 

As  an  awaken’d  giant  with  a  frown, 

Might  (liow  his  wrath,  and  then  to  deep  fink  down. 

View  now  the  winter-form  !  above,  one  cloud. 
Black  and  unbroken  all  the  (kies  o’erftiroud  ; 

Th’  unwieldy  porpoife  through  the  day  before. 

Had  roll’d  in  view  of  boding  men  on  fhore  ; 

And  fometimes  hid,  and  fometimes  (how’d  his  form. 
Dark  as  the  cloud  and  furious  as  the  form. 

All  where  the  eye  delights,  yet  dreads  to  roam. 
The  breaking  billows  caf  the  flying  foam 
Upon  the  billows  rifing — all  the  deep 
Is  ref  lefs  change  ;  the  waves  fo  dwell’d  and  deep, 
Breaking  and  finking,  and  the  funken  dwells, 

Uor  one,  one  moment,  in  its  f  ation  dwells : 

But  nearer  land  you  may  the  billows  trace. 

As  if  contending  in  their  watery  chace ; 

May  watch  the  mightiefl  till  the  (hoal  they  reach. 
Then  break  and  hurry  to  their  utmof  ft  retch ; 

Curl’d  as  they  come,  they  ftrike  with  furious  force. 
And  then  re-flowing,  take  their  grating  courfe. 
Raking  the  rounding  flints,  which  ages  pad 
Roll’d  by  their  rage,  and  (hall  to  ages  iaft. 

Far  off  the  petrel,  in  the  troubled  way 
Swims  with  her  brood,  or  flutters  in  the  fpray  ; 

She  rides  often,  often  drops  again, 

And  dports  at  eade  on  the  tempeftuous  main. 

High  o’er  the  reftlcfs  deep,  above  the  reach 
Of  gunner’s  hope,  vaft  flights  of  wild,  ducks  ft  retch  3 
Far  as  the  eye  can  glance  on  either  fide, 

In  a  broad  fpace  and  level  line  they  glide ; 

All  in  their  wedge  like  figures  from  the  north. 

Day  after  day,  flight  after  flight,  go  forth. 
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In-fhore  their  paffage  tribes  of  fea-gulls  urge. 

And  drop  for  prey  within  the  fweeping  furge ; 

Oft  in  the  rough  oppofing  blaft  they  fly 
Far  back,  then  turn,  and  all  their  force  apply, 

While  to  the  ftorm  they  give  their  weak  complaining  cry  $ 
Or  clap  the  fleek  white  pinion  to  the  breaft. 

And  in  the  reftlefs  ocean  dip  for  reft. 

Darknefs  begins  to  reign  ;  the  louder  wind 
Appals  the  weak  and  awes  the  firmer  mind; 

But  frights  not  him,  whom  evening  and  the  fpray 
In  part  conceal — yon  prowler  on  his  way  ; 

Lo !  he  has  fomething  feen  ;  he  runs  apace, 

As  if  he  fear'd  companion  in  the  chace ; 

He  fees  his  prize,  and  now  he  turns  again, 

Slowly  and  furrowing, Was  your  fearch  in  vain  ?” 
Gruffly  he  anfwers,  ’tis  a  forry  fight ! 

A  feaman’s  body  :  theredl  be  more  to  night  !” 

Hark!  to  thofe  founds !  they’re  from  diftrefs  at  fea  ; 

How  quick  they  come  !  What  terrors  may  there  be  ! 

Yes,  tis  a  driven  veflel  :  I  difcern 

Lights,  figns  of  terror,  gleaming  from  the  ftern ; 

Others  behold  them  too,  and  from  the  town, 

In  various  parties  feamen  hurry  down  ; 

Their  wives  purfue,  and  damfels  urg’d  by  dread, 

Left  men  fo  dear  be  into  danger  led ; 

Their  head  the  gown  has  hooded,  and  their  call 
In  this  fad  night,  is  piercing  ILe  the  fquall ; 

They  feel  their  kinds  of  power,  and  when  they  meet. 
Chide,  fondle,  weep,  dare,  threaten,  or  intreat. 

See  one  poor  girl,  all  terror  and  alarm. 

Has  fondly  feiz'd  upon  her  lover's  arm  ; 

((  Thou  fhalt  not  venture  and  he  anfwers,  No! 

I  will  not” — llilHhe  cries,  “  Thou  fhalt  not  go." 

No  need  of  this ;  not  here  the  ftouteft  boat 
Can  through  fuch  breakers,  o’er  fuch  billows  float ; 

Yet  may  they  view  thefe  lights  upon  the  beach, 

Which  yield  them  hope,  whom  help  can  never  reach. 

From  parted  clouds  the  moon  her  radiance  throws 
On  the  wild  waves  and  all  the  danger  fhows  ; 

But  fhows  them  beaming  in  her  fhining  veft, 

Terrific  fplendour  !  gloom  in  glory  dreft  ! 

This  for  a  moment,  and  then  clouds  again 
Hides  every  beam,  and  fear  and  darknefs  reign. 
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But  hear  we  now  thofe  founds  ?  do  lights  appear  ? 
I  fee  them  not !  the  ftorm  alone  I  hear  : 

And  lo  !  the  failors  homeward  take  their  way  ; 
Man  muft  endure — let  us  fubmit  and  pray. 

Such  are  our  winter- views ;  but  night  comes  on— 
Now  bufinefs  lleeps,  and  daily  cares  are  gone ; 

Now  parties  form,  and  fome  their  friends  aflift 
To  wafte  the  idle  hours  at  fober  whift  ; 

The  tavern's  pleafures,  or  the  concert's  charm. 
Unnumber’d  moments  of  their  fling  difarm  5 
Play -bills  and  open  doors  a  crowd  invite, 

To  pafs  off*  one  dread  portion  of  the  night ; 

And  fhow,  and  fong,  and  luxury  combin’d, 

Lift  off  from  man  this  burthen  of  mankind. 

Others  adventurous  walk  abroad  and  meet 
Returning  parties  pacing  through  the  flreet ; 

When  various  voices,  in  the  dying  day, 

Hum  in  our  walks,  and  greet  us  in  our  way  ; 

When  tavern-lights  flit  on  from  room  to  room* 

And  guide  the  tippling  failor  daggering  home  : 
There  as  we  pafs,  the  jingling  bells  betray 
How  bufinefs  rifes  with  the  doling  day. 

Now  walking  filent,  by  the  river’s  fide, 

The  ear  perceives  the  rippling  of  the  tide ; 

Or  meafured  cadence  of  the  lads  who  tow 
Some  entered  hoy,  to  fix  her  in  her  row  ; 

Or  hollow  found,  which  from  the  parilh-bell. 

To  fome  departed  fpirit  bids  farewell ! 

Thus  fhall  you  fomething  of  our  borough  know. 
Far  as  a  verfe,  with  fancy's  aid,  can  fhow  5 
Of  fea  or  river,  of  a  quay  or  flreet. 

The  beft  defcription  muft  be  incomplete ; 

But  when  a  happier  theme  fucceeds,  and  when 
Men  are  our  fubjeds,  and  the  deeds  of  men  ; 

Then  may  we  find  the  mufe  in  happier  ftyle, 

And  we  may  fome  times  figh  and  fometimes  fmile. 


WALTER  and  WILLIAM.  From  the  fame* 

WALTER  and  William  took  (their  father  dead) 

Jointly  the  trade  to  which  they  both  were  bred  ; 
When  fix’d,  they  married,  and  they  quickly  found 
With  due  fuccefs  their  honeft  labours  crown’d ; 
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Few  were  their  Ioffes,  but  although  a  few, 

Walter  was  vex'd,  and  fomewhat  peevifh  grew  ; 

**  You  put  your  truft  in  every  pleading  fool,'" 

Said  he  to  William,  and  grew  ftrange  and  cool. 

<€  Brother,  forbear,"  he  anfwer’d,  “  take  your  due. 
Nor  let  my  lack  of  caution  injure  you 
Half  friends  they  parted, — better  fo  to  clofe. 

Than  longer  wait  to  part  entirely  foes. 

Walter  had  knowledge,  prudence,  jealous  care  ; 

He  let  no  idle  views  his  bofom  (hare  ; 

He  never  thought  nor  felt  for  other  men— 

*  Let  one  mind  one,  and  all  are  minded  then.* 

Friends  he  refpe&ed,  and  believ'd  them  juft. 

But  they  were  men,  and  he  would  no  man  truft  ; 

He  try'd  and  watch'd  his  people  day  and  night. 

The  good  it  harmed  not :  for  the  bad  *twas  right, 
He  could  their  humours  bear,  nay  difrefpeft, 

But  he  could  yield  no  pardon  to  neglect ; 

That  all  about  him  were  of  him  afraid, 

4e  'Twas  right,"  he  faid,— -  fo  fhould  we  be  obey’d.^ 

Thefe  merchant-maxims,  much  good-fortune  too. 
And  ever  keeping  one  grand  point  in  view. 

To  vaft  amount  his  once  fmall  portion  drew. 

William  was  kind  and  eafy  ;  he  complied 
With  all  requefts,  or  griev'd  when  he  denied  ; 

To  pleafe  his  wife  he  made  a  coftly  trip, 

To  pleafe  his  child  he  let  a  bargain  flip  j 
Prone  to  compaffion,  mild  with  the  diftrefsM, 

He  bore  with  all  who  poverty  profefs'd. 

And  fome  would  he  aflift,  nor  one  would  he  arreit. 

He  had  fome  lofs  at  fea,  bad  debts  at  land. 

His  clerk  abfeonded  with  fome  bills  in  hand. 

And  plans  fo  often  fail'd  that  he  no  longer  plann’d. 

To  a  fmall  houfe  (his  brother’s)  he  withdrew, 

At  eafy  rent — the  man  was  not  a  Jew  ; 

And  there  his  Ioffes  and  his  cares  he  bore. 

Nor  found  that  want  of  wealth  could  make  him  poor. 
No,  he  in  faft  was  rich,  nor  could  he  move, 

But  he  was  follow'd  by  the  looks  of  love  ; 

All  he  had  fuffer’d,  every  former  grief, 

Made  thofe  around  more  ftudious  in  relief  s 
He  faw  a  cheerful  fmile  in  every  face. 

And  loft  all  thoughts  of  error  and  difgrace. 
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Pleafant  it  was  to  fee  them  in  their  walk 
Round  their  {mail  garden,  and  to  hear  them  talk  ; 

Free  are  their^children,  but  their  love  refrains 
From  all  offence— none  murmurs,  none  complains  ; 

Whether  a  book  amus’d  them,  fpeech  or  play, 

Their  looks  were  lively,  and  their  hearts  were  gay  : 

There  no  forc’d  efforts  for  delight  were  made, 

Joy  came  with  prudence,  and  without  parade  ; 

Their  common  comforts  they  had  all  in  view, 

Light  were  their  troubles,  and  their  wifties  few  : 

Thrift  made  them  eafy  for  the  coming  day, 

Religion  took  the  dread  of  death  away  ; 

A  cheerful  fpirit  (till  infur’d  content. 

And  love  fmiled  round  them  wherefoe’er  they  went. 

Walter,  meantime,,  with  all  his  wealth’s  increafe. 

Gained  many  points,  but  could  not  purchafe  peace  ; 

When  he  withdrew  from  buffnefs  for  an  hour. 

Some  fled  his  prefence,  all  confefs’d  his  power ; 

He  fought  affection,  but  receiv’d  inftead, 

Fear  undifguis’d,  and  love-repelling  dread  ; 

Fie  look’d  around  him — 44  Harriet,  doff;  thou  love  V* 

4  I  do  my  duty,'  faid  the  timid  dove  ; 

44  Good  Heaven,  your  duty  !  prithee,  tell  me  now— 

44  To  love  and  honour— was  not  that  your  vow  ? 

44  Come,  my  good  Harriet,  I  would  gladly  feek 
((  Your  inmoft  thoughts — why  can’t  the  woman  fpeak  ? 

44  Have  you  not  all  things  ?”— c  Sir,  do  I  complain  ?’ — 

4f  No,  that’s  my  part,  which  I  perform  in  vain  ; 

44  I  want  a  fimple  anfwer,  and  direct — 

44  But  you  evade  ;  yes !  ’tis  as  I  fufpedL 
44  Come  then,  my  children  1  Watt!  upon  your  knees 
44  Vow  that  you  love  me.” — 4  Yes,  Sir,  if  you  pleafe’ — ■ 
44  Again  !  By  Heaven,  it  mads  me  ;  I  require 
44  Love,  and  they’ll  do  whatever  I  defire  : 

44  Thus  too  my  people  fhun  me  ;  I  would  fpend 
44  A  thoufand  pounds  to  get  a  ffngle  friend  ; 

44  I  would  be  happy — I  have  means  to  pay 
44  For  love  and  friendlhip,  and  you  run  away  ; 

44  Ungrateful  creatures  !  why,  you  feem  to  dread 
44  My  very  looks  ;  I  know  you  with  me  dead. 

44  Come  hither,  Nancy  !  you  muff  hold  me  dear  ; 

44  Hither,  I  fay  -  why  what  have  you  to  fear  ? 

44  You  fee  I  am  gentle — come,  you  trifler,  come  ; 

44  My  God  !  file  trembles !  Idiot,  leave  the  room  ! 

44  Madam,  your  children  hate  me  ;  I  fuppofe 
44  They  know  their  cue:  you  make  them  all  my  foes  ; 
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I've  not  a  friend  in  all  the  world— not  one : 

€t  I'd  be  a  bankrupt  fooner  ;  nay,  Tis  done  ; 

(i  In  every  better  hope  of  life  I  fail, 

6£  You're  all  tormentors,  and  my  houfe  a  jail ; 

(<  Out  of  my  fight !  I'll  fit  and  make  my  will— 
What,  glad  to  go  ?  Stay,  devils,  and  be  ftill ; 
sc  'Tis  to  your  uncle's  cot  you  with  to  run. 

To  learn  to  live  at  eafe  and  be  undone  ; 

*l  Him  you  can  love,  who  loft  his  whole  eftate. 

And  I,  who  gain  you  fortunes,  have  your  hate; 
if  'Tis  in  my  abfence,  you  yourfelves  enjoy  : 

((  Tom  /  are  you  glad  to  lofe  me  ? — tell  me,  boys 
t£  No  awe,  no  fear,  no  duty,  no  controul ! 
sc  Away  !  away  !  ten  thoufand  devils  feize 
iC  All  I  poffefs,  and  plunder  where  they  pleafe  I 
4(  What's  wealth  to  me  ? — yes,  yes,  it  gives  me  fway, 
u  And  you  ftiall  feel  it— -Go !  begone,  I  fay," 

FREDERICK  THOMPSON.  From  the  fame. 

OUR  merchant  Thompfon ,  with  his  fons  around, 
Moft  mind  and  talent  in  his  Frederick  found  : 

He  was  fo  lively,  that  his  mother  knew. 

If  he  were  taught,  that  honour  muft  enfue  ; 

The  father's  views  were  in  a  different  line, 

But  if  at  college  he  were  fure  to  Ihine, 

Then  fhould  he  go — to  profper  who  could  doubt  ? 
When  fchool-boy  ftigmas  would  be  all  walk’d  out ; 

For  there  were  marks  upon  his  youthful  face 
*Twixt  vice  and  error — a  negleHed  cafe — 

Thefe  would  fubmit  to  Ikill ;  a  little  time. 

And  none  could  trace  the  error  or  the  crime ; 

Then  let  him  go,  and  once  at  college,  he 

Might  ehoofe  his  ftation — what  would  Frederick  be  l 

'Twas  foon  determin’d — He  could  not  defcend 
To  pedant  laws  and  leHures  without  end  ; 

And  then  the  chapel— night  and  mom  to  pray  ; 

Or  mulH  and  threaten’d  if  he  kept  away  ; 

No  !  not  to  be  a  bifhop — fo  he  fwore. 

And  at  his  college  he  was  feen  no  more. 

His  debts  all  paid,  the  Father  with  a  figh, 

Placed  him  in  office — “  Do,  my  Frederick  try  ; 

Confine  thyfelf  a  few  fhort  months,  and  then — ” 

He  tried  a  fortnight,  and  threw  down  the  pen. 
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Again  demands  were  huflied  :  “  My  fon  vou’re  free* 
But  you’re  unfettled  ;  take  your  chance  at  fea 
So  in  few  days,  the  raidlhipman  equipp’d, 

Received  the  mother’s  blehing  and  was  {hipp’d. 

Hard  was  her  fortune  !  foon  compelled  to  meet 
The  wretched  {tripling  (daggering  through  the  ftreet ; 
For  ralh,  impetuous,  infolent,  and  vain. 

The  captain  fent  him  to  his  friends  again  : 

About  the  Borough  rov’d  th’  unhappy  boy, 

And  ate  the  bread  of  every  chance.. employ  ; 

Of  friends  he  borrow’d,  and  the  parents  yet 
In  fecret  fondnefs  authoriz’d  the  debt  ; 

The  younger  lifter,  ftill  a  child,  was  taught 
To  give  with  feign’d  affright  the  pittance  fought  ° 

For  now  the  father  cried — -s<  It  is  too  late 
For  trial  more— -I  leave  him  to  his  fate  — - 
Yet  left  him  not  ;  and  with  a  kind  of  joy 
The  mother  heard  of  her  defponding  boy  : 

At  length  he  ficken’d,  and  he  found,  when  lick. 

All  aid  was  ready,  all  attendance  quick  ; 

A  fever  feized  him,  and  at  once  was  loft 
The  thought  of  trefpafs,  error,  crime,  and  coft  ; 

Th*  indulgent  parents  knelt  beftde  the  youth. 

They  heard  his  promife,  and  believed  his  truth  ; 

And  when  the  danger  leflenedon  their  view. 

They  caft  off  doubt,  and  hope  afturance  grew  ; 

Nurfed  by  his  filers,  cherifh’d  by  his  lire, 

Begg’d  to  be  glad,  encourag’d  to  afpire. 

His  life  they  faid,  would  now  all  care  repay, 

And  he  might  date  his  profpe&s  from  that  day  ; 

A  fon,  a  brother  to  his  home  receiv’d, 

They  hop’d  for  all  things,  and  in  all  believ’d. 

And  now  will  pardon,  comfort,  kindnefs  draw 
The  youth  from  vice  ?  will  honour,  duty,  law  ? 

Alas !  not  all :  the  more  the  trials  lent. 

The  lefs  he  feem’d  to  ponder  and  repent ; 

Headftrong,  determined  in  his  own  career. 

He  thought  reproof  unjuft  and  truth  fevere  ; 

The  foul’s  difeafe  was  to  its  crifis  come ; 

He  lirft  abufed  and  then  abjured  his  home  ; 

And  when  he  chofe  a  vagabond  to  be, 

He  made  his  fhame  his  glory — “  I’ll  be  free.’ 

Friends,  parents,  relatives,  hope,  reafon,  love, 

With  anxious  ardour  for  that  empire  ftrove  ; 
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In  vain  iheir  ftrife,  in  vain  the  means  applied. 

They  had  no  comfort,  but  that  all  were  tried  ; 

One  ftrong  vain  trial  made,  the  mind  to  move. 

Was  the  laft  effort  of  parental  love* 

Even  then  he  watch’d  his  father  from  his  home, 
And  to  his  mother  would  for  pity  come. 

Where,  as  he  made  her  tender  horrors  rife, 

He  talk’d  of  death,  and  threaten’d  for  fupplies. 

Againft  a  youth  fo  vicious  and  undone 
All  hearts  were  clofed,  and  every  door  but  one  : 

The  players  received  him,  they  with  open  heart 
Gave  him  his  portion  and  aflign’d  his  part ; 

And  ere  three  days  were  added  to  his  life, 

He  found  a  home,  a  duty,  and  a  wife  ? 

His  prefent  friends,  though  they  were  nothing  nice  ; 
Nor  alk’d  how  vicious  he,  or  what  his  vice. 

Still  they  expected  he  ftiould  now  attend 
To  the  joint  duty  as  an  ufeful  friend ; 

The  leader  too  declared,  with  frown  fevere. 

That  none  fiiould  pawn  a  robe  that  kings  might  wear ; 
And  much  it  mov’d  him,  when  he  Hamlet  play’d, 

To  fee  his  father's  ghofl  fo  drunken  made  : 

Then  too  the  temper,  the  unbending  pride 
Of  this  ally  would  no  reproof  abide  : — 

So  leaving  thefe,  he  march’d  away  and  join’d 
Another  troop,  and  other  goods  purloin’d  ; 

And  other  charaders,  both  gay,  and  fage, 

Sober  and  fad,  made  flagger  on  the  ft  age  ; 

Then  too  rebuke,  with  arrogant  difdain 
He  gave  abufe,  and  fought  a  home  again. 

Thus  changing  feenes,  but  with  unchanging  vice. 
Engag’d  by  many,  but  with  no  one  twice  : 

Of  this,  a  laft  and  poor  refource,  bereft. 

He  to  himfelf,  unhappy  guide  !  was  left— 

And  who  (hall  fay  where  guided  ?  to  what  feats 
Of  ftarving  villainy  ?  of  thieves  and  cheats  ? 

In  that  fad  time  of  many  a  difmal  feene 
Had  he  a  witnefs  (not  inadive)  been  ; 

Had  leagued  with  petty  pilferers,  and  had  crept 
Where  of  each  fex  degraded  numbers  flept : 

With  fuch  affociates  he  was  long  allied. 

Where  his  capacity  for  ill  was  tried. 

And  that  once  loft,  the  wretch  was  call  afide  : 
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For  now,  though  willing  with  the  word  to  aft. 

He  wanted  powers  for  an  important  faft ; 

And  while  he  felt  as  lawlefs  fpirits  feel, 

His  hand  was  palfied,  and  he  couldn’t  ileal. 

By  thefe  rejefted,  is  there  lot  fo  ftrange. 

So  low  !  that  he  could  fuffer  by  the  change  ? 

Yes !  the  new  ilation  as  a  fall  we  judge — 

He  now  became  the  harlots’  humble  drudge, 

Their  drudge  in  common  :  they  combined  to  fave 
Awhile  from  ftarving  their  fubmiflive  have  ; 

For  now  his  fpirit  left  him,  and  his  pride. 

His  fcorn,  his  rancour,  and  refentment  died  ; 

Few  were  his  feelings — but  the  keeneft  thefe. 

The  rage  of  hunger,  and  the  figh  for  eafe  ; 

He  who  abufed  indulgence,  now  became 
By  want  fubfervienc  and  by  rnifery  tame  ; 

A  have,  he  begged  forbearance  ;  bent  with  pain. 

He  fhunn’d  the  blow,— Ah  I  ilrike  me  not  again/9 

Thus  was  he  found  :  the  mailer  of  a  hoy 
Saw  the  fad  wretch,  whom  he  had  known  a  boy  ; 

At  firft  in  doubt,  but  Frederick  laid  aiide 
All  fhame,  and  humbly  for  his  aid  applied  : 

He,  tam’d  and  fmitten  with  the  ilorms  gone  by. 
Look’d  for  compaffion  through  one  living  eye. 

And  ilretch’d  th>  unpalfied  hand  :  the  feaman  felt 
His  honeft  heart  with  gentle  pity  melt, 

And  his  fmall  boon  with  cheerful  franknefs  dealt ; 
Then  made  inquiries  of  the  unhappy  youth 
Who  told,  nor  ihame  forbade  him,  all  the  truth. 

((  Young  Frederick  Thompfon ,  to  a  chandler's-fhop 
€i  By  harlots  order’d,  and  afraid  to  flop  ! 

<(  What  1  our  good  merchant’s  favourite  to  be  feen 
((  In  ilate  fo  loathfome  and  in  drefs  fo  mean  ?” — 

So  thought  the  feaman  as  he  bade  adieu. 

And,  when  in  port,  related  all  he  knew. 

But  time  was  loft,  inquiry  came  too  late, 

Thofe  whom  he  ferv’d  knew  nothing  of  his  fate  ; 

No,  they  had  feized  on  what  the  failor  gave. 

Nor  bore  reftftance  from  their  abjeft  flave  ; 

The  fpoil  obtain’d,  they  call  him  from  the  door, 
Robb’d,  beaten,  hungry,  pain’d,  difeafed,  and  poor. 
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Then  nature  (pointed  to  the  only  fpot 
Which  ft  ill  had  comfort  for  fo  dire  a  lot). 

Although  fo  feeble  led  him  on  the  way. 

And  hope  look’d  forward  to  a  happier  day  : 

He  thought,  poor  prodigal !  a  father  yet 
His  woes  would  pity,  and  his  crimes  forget  ; 

Nor  had  he  brother  who  with  fpeed  fevere 
Would  check  the  pity  or  refrain  the  tear : 

A  lighter  fpirit  in  his  bofom  rofe. 

As  near  the  road  he  fought  an  hour’s  repofe. 

And  there  he  found  it :  he  had  left  the  town, 

But  buildings  yet  were  fcatter’d  up  and  down  ; 

To  one  of  thefe,  half- ruin’d  and  half-builr. 

Was  trac’d  this  child  of  wretchednefs  and  guilt ; 

There  on  the  remnant  of  a  beggar’s  veft. 

Thrown  by  in  fcorn  !  the  fufferer  fought  for  reft  ; 

There  was  this  fcene  of  vice  and  woe  to  clofe. 

And  there  the  wretched  body  found  repofe. 

PETER  THE  FISHERMAN.  From  the  Same. 

\ 

Alas  for  Peter  1  not  a  helping  hand, 

So  was  he  hated,  could  he  now  command  ; 

Alone  he  rowed  his  boat,  alone  he  call 
His  nets  befide,  or  make  his  anchor  faft  ; 

To  hold  a  rope  or  hear  a  curfe  was  none. 

He  toil’d  and  rail’d  \  he  groan’d  and  fwore  alone. 

Thus  by  himfelf  compell’d  to  live  each  day, 

To  wait  for  certain  hours  the  tide’s  delay  ;• 

At  the  fame  times  the  fame  dull  views  to  fee. 

The  bounding  marlh-bank  and  the  blighted  tree ; 

The  water  only,  when  the  tides  were  high. 

When  low,  the  mud  half  cover’d  and  half  dry  ; 

The  fun-burnt  tar  that  blifters  on  the  planks. 

And  bank-ftde  ftakes  in  their  uneven  ranks  ; 

Heaps  of  entangled  weeds  that  flowly  float, 

As  the  tide  rolls  by  the  impeded  boat. 

When  tides  were  neap,  and,  in  the  fultry  day. 
Through  the  tall  bounding  mud-banks  made  their  way. 
Which  on  each  fide  rofe  fwelling,  and  below 
The  dark  warm  flood  ran  filently  and  flow  ; 

There  anchoring,  Peter  chofe  from  man  to  hide, 

There  hang  his  head,  and  view  the  lazy  tide 
In  its  hot  flimy  channel  flowly  glide ; 
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Where  the  fmall  eels  that  left  the  deeper  way 
For  the  warm  fliore,  within  the  {hallow  play  ; 

Where  gaping  mufcles,  left  upon  the  mud, 

Slope  their  how  paflage  to  the  fallen  flood  ; 

Here  dull  and  hopelefs  he’d  lie  down  and  trace 
How  fidelong  crabs  had  crawl’d  their  crooked  race ; 

Or  fadly  liften  to  the  tunelefs  cry 
Of  fifhing  gull  or  clanging  golden-eye  ; 

What  time  the  fea-birds  to  the  marfh  would  come, 

And  the  loud  bitterny  from  the  bull-rufli  home. 

Gave  from  the  falt-ditch  flde  the  bellowing  boom  : 

He  nurfed  the  feelings  thefe  dull  fcenes  reduce, 

And  lov’d  to  flop  befide  the  opening  fluice ; 

Where  the  fmall  ftream,  confin’d  in  narrow-bound. 

Ran  with  a  dull,  unvaried,  fad’ning  found  ; 

Where  all,  prefented  to  the  eye  or  ear, 

Opprefled  the  foul  with  mifery,  grief  and  fear. 

Befides  thefe  objefts,  there  were  places  three, 

Which  Peter  feeined  with  certain  dread  to  fee ; 

When  he  drew  near  them  he  would  turn  from  each. 

And  loudly  whittle  till  he  patted  the  Reach .* 

A  change  of  fcene  to  him  brought  no  relief 
In  town,  ’twas  plain,  men  took  him  for  a  thief : 

The  failors*  wives  would  flop  him  in  the  ftreet, 

And  fay,  (t  Now,  Peter ,  thou’ft  no  boy  to  beat 
Infants  at  play,  when  they  perceiv’d  him,  ran, 

Warning  each  other — i(  That’s  the  wicked  man 
He  growl’d  an  oath,  and  in  an  angry  tone 
Curfed  the  whole  place  and  wifh’d  to  be  alone. 

Alone  he  was,  the  fame  dull  fcenes  in  view. 

And  ftill  more  gloomy  in  his  fight  they  grew : 

Though  man  he  hated,  yet  employed  alone 
At  bootlefs  labour,  he  would  fwear  and  groan. 

Curling  the  fhoals  that  glided  by  the  fpot, 

And  gulls  that  caught  them  when  his  arts  could  not. 

Cold  nervous  tremblings  {hook  his  fturdy  frame. 

And  ftrange  difeafe — he  couldn’t  fay  the  name  ; 

Wild  were  his  dreams,  and  oft  he  rofe  in  fright, 

Wak’d  by  his  view  of  horrors  in  the  night,— 

*  The  reaches  in  a  river  are  thofe  parts  which  extend  from  point  to  point.  Johnson 
has  not  the  word  precifely  in  this  fenfe  ;  but  it  is  very  common  ;  and  I  believe  ufed 
wherefoever  a  navigable  river  can  be  found  in  this  country. 

Horrors 
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Horrors  that  would  the  fterneft  minds  amaze. 

Horrors  that  daemons  might  be  proud  to  raife  : 

And  though  he  felt  forfaken,  grieved  at  heart, 

To  think  he  liv'd  from  all  mankind  apart ; 

Yet,  if  a  man  approach'd,  in  terrors  he  would  Hart. 

A  winter  pafled  fince  Peter  faw  the  town. 

And  fummer-lodgers  were  again  some  down  ; 

Thefe,  idly  curious,  with  their  glafles  fpied 
The  {hips  in  bay  as  anchor'd  for  the  tide, — 

The  river's  craft,— the  buftle  of  the  quay, — 

And  fea-port  views,  which  landfmen  love  to  fee* 

One,  up  the  river,  had  a  man  and  boat 
Seen  day  by  day,  now  anchor’d,  now  afloat ; 

Fiftier  he  feem'd,  yet  ufed  no  net  or  hook  ; 

Of  fea-fowl  fwimming  by,  no  heed  he  took. 

But  on  the  gliding  waves  ftill  fixed  his  lazy  look  : 

At  certain  ftations  he  would  view  the  ftream, 

As  if  he  flood  bewildered,  in  a  dream. 

Or  that  fome  power  had  chain'd  him  for  a  time. 

To  feel  a  curfe  or  meditate  on  crime. 

This  known,  fome  curious,  fome  in  pity  went, 

And  others  queftion'd — (i  Wretch,  doft  thou  repent  1" 

He  heard,  he  trembled,  and  in  fear  refign’d 
His  boat :  new  terror  fill’d  his  reftlefs  mind  ; 

Furious  he  grew,  and  up  the  country  ran, 

And  there  they  feized  him— a  diftemper'd  man 
Him  we  receiv'd,  and  to  a  parifli-bed. 

Follow’d  and  curfed,  the  groaning  man  was  led. 

Here  when  they  faw  him,  whom  they  ufed  to  flmn, 

A  loft,  lone  man,  fo  harrafifed  and  undone  j 
Our  gentle  females,  ever  prompt  to  feel. 

Perceiv’d  compaflion  on  their  anger  fteal ; 

His  crimes  they  could  not  from  their  memories  blot. 

But  they  were  griev'd,  and  trembled  at  his  lot. 

A  prieft  too  came,  to  whom  his  words  are  told, 

And  all  the  figns  they  fhudder'd  to  behold. 

(f  Look  !  look  !"  they  cried  ;  u  his  limbs  with  horror  (hake, 
(t  And  as  he  grinds  his  teeth,  what  noife  they  make ! 

How  glare  his  eyes,  and  yet  he’s  not  awake  : 

See !  what  cold  drops  upon  his  forehead  ftand, 

*(  And  how  he  clenches  that  broad  bony  hand,” 
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The  prieft  attending  found,  he  fpoke  at  times 
As  one  alluding  to  his  fears  and  crimes  : 
t(  It  was  the  fall,”  he  mutter'd,  “  I  can  fhow 
The  manner  how — I  never  ftruck  a  blow  — 

And  then  aloud — “  Unhand  me,  free  my  chain  ; 

S(  On  oath,  he  fell — it  ftruck  him  to  the  brain  : — 

<<  Why  alk  my  father  P—that  old  man  will  fwear 
<£  Againft  my  life  ;  befldes,  he  wasn5t  there  : 

4<  What,  all  agreed  ?—  Am  I  to  die  to-day  ? — 
s(  My  lord,  in  mercy,  give  me  time  to  pray*" 

Then  as  they  watch'd  him,  calmer  he  became. 

And  grew  fo  weak  he  couldn't  move  his  frame. 

But  murmuring  fpake, -—while  they  could  fee  and  heasr 
The  ftart  of  terror  and  the  groan  of  fear  ; 

See  the  large  dew-beads  on  his  forehead  rife. 

And  the  cold  death-drop  glaze  his  funken  eyes  ; 

Nor  yet  he  died,  but  with  unwonted  force 
Seem'd  with  fome  fancied  being  to  difcourfe  : 

He  knew  not  us,  or  with  accuftom’d  art 
He  hid  the  knowledge,  yet  expofed  his  heart  ; 

’Twas  part  confeftion  and  the  reft  defence, 

A  madman's  tale,  with  gleams  of  waking  fenfe* 

€i  Til  tell  you  all/’  he  faid,  Sl  the  very  day 
Sl  When  the  old  man  fir  ft  placed  them  in  my  way  % 
i(  My  father's  fpirit~—he  who  always  tried 
“  To  give  me  trouble,  when  he  liv’d  and  died — 

“  When  he  was  gone,  he  could  not  be  content 
i(  To  fee  my  days  in  painful  labour  fpent 
<c  But  would  appoint  his  meetings,  and  he  made 
S(  Me  watch  at  thefe,  and  fo  neglect  my  trade, 

(s  T’was  one  hot  noon,  all  filent,  ftill,  ferene, 
u  No  living  being  had  I  lately  feen  ; 

“  I  paddled  up  and  down  and  dipp’d  my  net, 
t{  But  (fuch  his  pleafure)  I  could  nothing  get,— 

“  A  father’s  pleafure,  when  his  toil  was  done, 
i(  To  plague  and  torture  thus  an  only  fon  ! 
t(  And  fo  I  fat  and  look’d  upon  the  ftream, 

“  How  it  ran  on,  and  felt  as  in  a  dream  : 

But  dream  it  was  not  ;  no ! — I  fix'd  my  eyes 
if  On  the  mid  ftream  a-nd  faw  the  fpirit  rife  ; 

I  faw  my  father  on  the  water  ftand, 

(<  And  hold  a  thin  pale  boy  in  either  hand  ; 
i(  And  there  they  glided  ghaftly  on  the  top 
t(  Of  the  fait  flood,  and  never  touch’d  a  drop  ; 

(t  I  would 
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fc  I  would  have  ftruck  them,  but  they  knew  th’  intent, 

44  And  fmil'd  upon  the  oar,  and  down  they  went. 

44  Now,  from  that  day,  whenever  I  began 
44  To  dip  my  net,  there  flood  the  hard  old  man — - 
44  He  and  thofe  boys :  I  humbled  me  and  pray'd 
44  They  would  be  gone  ; — they  heeded  not,  but  flay'd  : 

44  Nor  could  I  turn,  nor  would  the  boat  go  by, 

44  But  gazing  on  the  fpirits,  there  was  I  : 

44  They  bade  me  leap  to  death,  but  I  was  loth  to  die  : 

44  And  every  day,  as  fure  as  day  arofe, 

44  Would  thefe  three  fpirits  meet  me  ere  the  clofe  ; 

44  To  hear  and  mark  them  daily  was  my  doom 
44  And  come,”  they  faid,  with  weak,  fad  voices,  4  come.' 

44  To  row  away  with  all  my  llrength  I  tried, 

54  But  there  were  they,  hard  by  me  in  the  tide, 

? 4  The  three  unbodied  forms — and 4 come,'  flill  4  come,'  they  cried. 

44  Fathers  fhould  pity — but  this  old  man  fhook 
f4  His  hoary  locks  and  froze  me  by  a  look  : 

44  Thrice,  when  I  ftruck  them,  through  the  water  came 
44  A  hollow  groan,  that  weaken’d  all  my  frame: 

44  4  Father  !’  faid  I,  4  have  mercy  — He  replied, 

44  I  know  not  what — the  angry  fpirit  lied— — 

44  Didft  thou  not  draw  thy  knife  ?'  faid  he  :  44  'Twas  true, 

44  But  I  had  pity  and  my  arm  withdrew  : 

44  He  cried  for  mercy,  which  I  kindly  gave, 
f4  But  he  has  no  compaftion  in  his  grave. 

44  There  were  three  places,  where  they  ever  rofe, 

The  whole  long  river  has  not  fuch  as  thofe, 

44  Places  accurfed,  where,  if  a  man  remain, 

44  He’ll  fee  the  things  which  ftrike  him  to  the  brain ; 

44  And  there  they  made  me  on  my  paddle  lean, 

44  And  look  at  them  for  hours accurfed  fcene  ! 

44  When  they  would  glide  to  that  fmooth  eddy-placc  ! 

44  Then  bid  me  leap  and  join  them  in  the  place ; 

44  And  at  my  groans  each  little  villain  fprites 
44  Enjoyed  my  pains  and  vanifh’d  in  delight. 

44  Jn  one  fierce  fummer-day,  when  my  poor  brain 
4{  Was  burning  hot  and  cruel  was  my  pain, 

44  Then  came  this  father-foe,  and  there  he  Hood 
44  With  his  two  boys  again  upon  the  flood; 

44  There  was  more  mifchief  in  their  eyes,  more  glee 
el  In  their  pale  faces  when  they  glared  at  me  : 

44  Still  did  they  force  me  on  the  par  to  reft, 
f4  And  when  they  faw  me  fainting  and  opprefted, 

4  t 
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(t  He  with  his  hand,  the  old  man,  fcoop’d  the  flood, 
s‘  And  then  came  flame  about  him  mix’d  with  blood ; 

(<  He  bade  me  ftoop  and  look  upon  the  place, 

(<  Then  flung  the  red-hot  liquor  in  my  face, 

4<  Burning  it  blaz’d,  and  then  I  roar’d  for  pain, 

((  I  thought  the  daemon  would  have  turn'd  my  brain. 

ce  Still  there  they  flood,  and  forc'd  me  to  behold 
u  A  place  of  horrors — they  cannot  be  told— 
iC  Where  the  flood  open’d,  there  I  heard  the  fliriek 
“  Of  tortur’d  guilt — no  earthly  tongue  can  fpeak  : 

“  All  days  alike  !  for  ever  !  did  they  fay, 

<(  And  unremitting  torments  every  day  ! 

(C  Yes,  fo  they  faid;” — But  here  he  ceafed  and  gaz’d 
On  all  around,  aflrighten’d  and  amaz’d ; 

And  ftill  he  tried  to  fpeak,  and  look’d  in  dread 
Of  frighten’d  females  gathering  round  his  bed  ; 

Then  drop’d  exhaufted  and  appear’d  at  reft. 

Till  the  ftrong  foe  the  vital  powers  poflefled ; 

Then  with  an  inward,  broken  voice  he  cried, 

<{  Again  they  come,”  and  mutter’d  as  he  died. 

The  GARDEN  of  SWERGA.  From  “  The  Cur/e  of  Kehama .’ 

By  R.  Southey,  Efq, 

THEN  to  the  garden  of  the  Deity 
Ereenia  led  the  maid. 

In  the  mid-garden  tower’d  a  giant  tree ; 

Rock. rooted  on  a  mountain  top,  it  grew, 

Rear’d  its  unrivall’d  head  on  high, 

And  ftreteh’d  a  thoufand  branches  o’er  the  Iky, 

Drinking  with  all  its  leaves  celeftial  dew. 

Lo  !  where  from  thence  as  from  a  living  well 
A  thoufand  torrents  flow  ! 

For  ftill  in  one  perpetual  ftiower, 

Like  diamond  drops,  ethereal  waters  fell 
From  every  leaf  of  all  its  ample  bower. 

Rolling  adown  the  fteep 
From  that  asreal  height. 

Through  the  deep  fhades  of  aromatic  trees, 

Half-feen,  the  catara&s  ftioot  their  gleams  of  light. 

And  pour  upon  the  breeze 
Their  thoufand  voices ;  far  away  the  roar, 

In  modulations  of  delightful  found. 

Half-heard  and  ever  varying,  floats  around. 

Below,  an  ample  lake  expanded  lies, 

Blue  as  the  o'er-arching  Ikies  s 
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Forth  i Ailing  from  that  lovely  lake, 

A  thoufand  rivers  water  Paradife  ; 

Full  to  the  brink,  yet  never  overflowing, 

They  cool  the  amorous  gales,  which,  ever  blowing. 
O’er  their  melodious  furface  love  to  ftray  ; 

Then  winging  back  their  way, 

Their  vapours  to  the  parent  tree  repay  ; 

And  ending  thus  where  they  began, 

And  feeding  thus  the  fource  from  whence  they  came, 
The  eternal  rivers  of  the  Swerga  ran, 

Forever  renovate,  yet  ftill  the  fame. 

On  that  ethereal  lake  whofe  waters  lie 
Blue  and  tranfpicious,  like  another  Iky, 

The  elements  had  rear’d  their  King’s  abode. 

A  ftrong  controling  power  their  ftrife  fufpended, 

And  there  their  hofiile  effences  they  blended, 

To  form  a  Palace  worthy  of  the  God. 

Built  on  the  lake  the  waters  were  its  floor  ; 

And  here  its  walls  were  water  arch’d  with  fire, 

And  here  were  fire  with  water  vaulted  o’er  ; 

And  fpires  and  pinnacles  of  fire 
Round  watery  cupolas  afpire. 

And  domes  of  rainbow  reft  on  fiery  towers, 

And  roofs  of  flame  are  turretted  around 
With  clouds,  and  fhafts  of  clouds  with  flame  are  bound. 
Here,  too,  the  elements  for  ever  veer. 

Ranging  around  with  endlefs  interchanging  ; 

Purfued  in  love,  and  fo  in  love  purfuing, 

In  endlefs  revolutions  here  they  roll ; 

Forever  their  myfterious  work  renewing  ; 

The  parts  all  fhifting,  ftill  unchang’d  the  whole. 

Even  we  on  earth,  at  intervals,  defcry 
Gleams  of  the  glory,  ftreaks  of  flowing  light, 
Openings  of  heaven,  and  ft  reams  that  flafh  at  night. 

In  fitful  fplendour,  thro*  the  northern  Iky. 


The  RETIREMENT  of  KAILYAL  and  LADURLAD, 

f  '  . 

I  S  ® 

From  the  Same . 

AROUND  her  father’s  neck  the  maiden  lock’d 

Her  arms,  when  that  portentous  blow  was  given  ; 
Clinging  to  him  fhe  heard  the  dread  uproar. 

And  felt  the  fhuddering  (hock  which  ran  through  Heaven, 
Voi,  LI  I.  or  Vql,  X.  New  Series.  d  n 
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Earth  underneath  them  rock’d. 

Her  ftrong  foundations  heaving  in  commotion, 

Such  as  wild  winds  upraife  in  raving  ocean. 

As  tho*  the  folid  bafe  were  rent  afunder. 

And  lo  !  where,  {forming  the  aftonifh’d  iky, 

Kehama  and  his  evil  hoft  afcend  l 
Before  them  rolls  the  thunder, 

Tenthoufand  rhoufand  lightnings  round  them  fly. 

Upward  the  lengthening  pageantries  afpire, 

Leaving  from  Earth  to  Heaven  a  widening  wake  of  Amu 

When  the  wild  uproar  was  at  length  allay’d, 

And  Earth,  recovering  from  the  (hock,  was  (till. 

Thus  to  her  father  fpake  the  imploring  maid. 

Oh  !  by  the  love  which  we  fo  long  have  borne 
Each  other,  and  we  ne’er  fhall  ceafe  to  bear,  <,  . « 

Oh!  by  the  fufFerings  we  have  fhared, 

And  muft  not  ceafe  to  Asa  re,  . .  . 

One  boon  I  fupplicate  in  this  dread  hour. 

One  confolatioh  in  this  hour  of  woe ! 

Thou  haft  it  in  thy  power,  refufe  not  thou 
The  only  comfort  now 
That  my  poor  heart  can  know* 

O  deareft,  deareft  Kailyal !  with  a  Anile 
Of  tender nefs  and  fo-rrow,  he  replied, 

O  beft  beloved,  and  to  be  lov’d  the  beft, 

Belt  worthy... fet  thy  duteous  heart  at  reft. 

I  know  thy  wifti,  and  let  what  will  betide. 

Ne’er  will  I  leave  thee  wilfully  again  ; 

My  foul  is  ftrengthen’d  to  endure  its  pain  ; 

Be  thou,  in  all  my  wanderings,  ftill  my  guide  j 
Be  thou,  in  all  my  fufFerings,  at  my  Fide. 

The  maiden,  at  thofe  welcome  words,  impreft 
A  paflionate  kifs  upon  her  father’s  cheek  : 

They  look’d  around  them,  then,  as  if  to  feek 
Where  they  fhould  turn,  north,  fouth,  or  eaft  or  weft> 

Wherever  to  their  vagrant  feet  feem’d  beft. 

But,  turning  from  the  view  her  mournful  eyes, 

Oh,  whether  fhould  we  wander,  Kailyal  cries. 

Or  wherefore  feek  in  vain  a  place  of  reft  ? 

Have  we  not  here  the  Earth  beneath  our  tread, 

Heaven  over  head, 

A  brook  that  winds  through  this  fequeftered  glade. 

And  yonder  woods,  to  yield  us  fruit  and  fhade  ? 

The  little  all  our  wants  require  is  nigh 
Hope  we  have  none  !  Why  travel  on  in  fear  ? 

We  cinnot  fly  from  Fate,  and  Fate  will  find  us  here. 

’’Twas 
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’Twas  a  fair  fcene  wherein  they  flood, 

A  green  and  funny  glade  amid  the  wood. 

And  in  the  midft  an  aged  Banyan  grew. 

It  was  a  goodly  fight  to  fee 
That  venerable  tree ; 

For  o’er  the  lawn,  irregularly  fpread. 

Fifty  ftraight  columns  propt  its  lofty  head  ; 

And  many  a  long  depending  (hoot, 

Seeking  to  ftrike  its  root, 

Straight  like  a  plummet,  grew  towards  the  ground. 
Some  on  the  lower  boughs,  which  croft  their  way, 
Fixing  their  bearded  fibres  round  and  round, 
With  many  a  ring,  and  wild  contortion  wound  ; 
Some  to  the  palling  wind  at  times,  with  fway 
Of  gentle  motion  fwung  ; 

Others  of  younger  growth,  unmov’d,  were  hung 
Like  ftone-drops  from  the  cavern’s  fretted  height. 
Beneath  was  fmooth  and  fair  to  fight. 

Nor  weeds  nor  briars  deform’d  the  natural  floor, 
And  through  the  leafy  cope  which  bower’d  it  o’er 
Came  gleams  of  chequer’d  light : 

So  like  a  temple  did  it  feem,  that  there 
A  pious  heart’s  firft  impulfe  would  be  prayer. 

A  brook,  with  eafy  current,  murmur’d  near  j 
Water  fo  cool  and  clear 
The  peafants  drink  not  from  the  humble  well. 
Which  they,  with  facrifice  of  rural  pride, 

Have  wedded  to  the  cocoa-grove  belide  ; 

Nor  tanks  of  coftlieft  mafonry  difpenfe 
To  thofe  in  town  who  dwell. 

The  work  of  kings,  in  their  beneficence. 

Fed  by  perpetual  fprings,  a  final  1  lagoon, 
Pellucid,  deep,  and  ftill,  in  filence  joined. 

And  fwell’d  the  palling  ftream.  Like  burnifh’d  fteel. 
Glowing,  it  lay  beneath  the  eye  of  noon  ; 

And  when  the  breezes  in  their  play, 

Ruffled  the  dark’ning  furface,  then,  with  gleam 
Of  fudden  light,  around  the  lotus  ftem 
It  rippled,  and  the  facred  flowers  that  crown 
The  lakelet  with  their  rofeate  beauty,  ride, 

In  gentleft  waving  rock’d  from  fide  to  fide, 

And  as  the  wind  upheaves 
Their  broad  and  buoyant  weight,  the  gloffy  leaves 
Flap  on  the  twinkling  waters,  up  and  down® 

They  built  them  here  a  bower,  of  jointed  cane. 

Strong  for  the  needful  ufe,  and  light  and  long 
Was  the  flight  frame-work  rear’d,  with  little  pain  5 
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Lithe  creepers,  then,  the  wicker-fides  fuppl-y, 

And  the  tall  jungle  grafs  fit  roofing  gave 
Beneath  that  genial  Iky. 

And  here  did  Kailyal,  each  returning  day. 

Pour  forth  libations  from  the  brook,  to  pay 
The  fpirits  of  her  fires  their  grateful  rite  j 
3n  fuch  libations  pour’d  in  open  glades, 

Befide  clear  ft  reams  and  folitary  (hades, 

The  fpirits  of  the  virtuous  dead  delight. 

And  duly  here,  to  Marriataly’s  praife, 

The  maid,  as  with  an  angel’s  voice  of  fong, 

Pour’d  her  melodious  lays 
Upon  the  gales  of  even, 

And  gliding  in  religious  dance  along, 

Moved,  graceful  as  the  dark-eyed  nymphs  of  Heaven, 
Such  harmony  to  all  her  heps  were  given. 

Thus  ever,  in  her  father’s  doting  eye, 

Kailyal  perform’d  the  cuftomary  rite  ; 

Pie,  patient  of  his  burning  pain  the  while. 

Beheld  her,  and  approv’d  her  pious  toil  ; 

And  fometimes  at  the  light, 

A  melancholy  fmile 

Would  gleam  upon  his  awful  countenance. 

He,  too,  by  day  and  night,  and  every  hour. 
Paid  to  a  higher  Power  his  facrilice  ; 

An  offering,  not  of  ghee,  or  fruit,  or  rice, 
Flower-crown,  or  blood,  but  of  a  heart  fubdued, 

A  refolute,  unconquer’d  fortitude. 

An  agony  repreft,  a  will  refign’d, 

To  her,  who,  on  her  fecret  throne  reclined, 
Amid  the  milky  fea,  by  Veefhnoo’s  lide. 

Looks  with  an  eye  of  mercy  on  mankind. 

By  the  Preferver  with  his  power  endued, 

There  Voomdavee  beholds  this  lower  clime, 

And  marks  the  lilent  fuffering  of  the  good, 

To  recompenfe  them  in  her  own  good  time. 

O  force  of  faith  !  O  ftrength  of  virtuous  will ! 
Behold  him  in  his  endlefs  martyrdom. 
Triumphant  ftill ! 

The  curfe  kill  burning  in  his  heart  and  brain. 
And  yet  doth  he  remain 
Patient  the  vdiile,  and  tranquil,  and  content ! 
The  pious  foul  hath  fram’d  unto  itfelf 
A  fecond  nature,  to  exift  in  pain 
As  in  its  own  allotted  element. 
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Such  Areogth  the  will  revealed  had  given 
This  holy  pair,  fuch  influxes  of  grace. 

That  to  their  folitary  refting  place 
They  brought  the  peace  of  Heaven. 

Yea,  all  around  was  hallow’d!  Danger,  Fear, 

Nor  thought  of  evil  ever  entered  here. 

A  charm  was  on  the  leopard  when  he  came 
Within  the  circle  of  that  myftic  glade  ; 

Submifs  he  crouch'd  before  the  heavenly  maid, 

And  offered  to  her  touch  his  fpeckled  lide  ; 

Or  with  arch’d  back  ereft,  and  bending  head. 

And  eyes  half.clofed  for  pleafure,  would  he  ftand. 

Courting  the  prdfure  of  her  gentle  hand. 

Trampling  his  path  through  wood  and  brake, 

And  canes  which  crackling  fall  before  his  way. 

And  taflel-grafs,  vvhofe  ill  very  feathers  play 
O’ertopping  the  young  trees, 

On  comes  the  elephant,  to  flake 
His  thirft  at  noon  in  yon  pellucid  fprlngs. 

Le  I  from  his  trunk  upturn’d,  aloft  he  flings 
The  grateful  fhower  ;  and  now 
Plucking  the  broad -leav’d  bough 
Of  yonder  plain,  with  waving  motion  flow. 

Fanning  the  languid  air, 

He  moves  it  to  and  fro. 

But  when  that  form  of  beauty  meets  his  fight. 

The  trunk  its  undulating  motion  flops, 

From  his  forgetful  hold  the  plane-branch  drops, 

Reverent  he  kneels,  and  lifts  his  rational  eyes 
To  her  as  if  in  prayer  ; 

And  when  ihe  pours  her  angel  voice  in  fong, 

Entranc’d  he  iiftens  to  the  thrilling  notes. 

Till  his  ftrong  temples,  bathed  with  hidden  dews, 

Their  fragrance  of  delight  and  love  diffufe. 

Lo  !  as  the  voice  melodious  floats  around. 

The  antelope  draws  near, 

The  tygrefs  leaves  her  toothlefs  cubs  to  hear. 

The  fnake  comes  gliding  from  the  fecret  brake, 

Himfelf  in  fafeination  forced  along 
By  that  enchanting  fong  ; 

The  antic  monkies,  whofe  wild  gambols  late, 

When  not  a  breeze  wav’d  the  tall  jungle  grafs, 

Shook  the  whole  wood  arc  hufh’d,  and  filently 
Hang  on  the  cluttered  trees.. 

All  things  in  wonder  and  delight  are  ttill ; 
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Only  at  times  the  nightingale  is  heard, 

Not  that  in  emulous  {kill  that  fweeteft  bird 
Her  rival  ftrain  would  try, 

A  mighty  fongfter,  with  the  maid  to  vie ; 

She  only  bore  her  part  in  powerful  fympatby. 

PAD  A  LON.  From  the  Same. 

WHOE’ER  hath  lov’d  with  venturous  ftep  to  tread 
The  chambers  dread 

Of  fome  deep  cave,  and  feen  his  taper’s  beam 
Loft;  in  the  arch  of  darknefs  overhead. 

And  mark’d  its  gleam 
Playing  afar  upon  the  funlefs  ftream, 

Where  from  their  fecret  bed. 

And  courfe  unknown  and  inacceflible, 

The  filent  waters  well ; 

Whoe’er  hath  trod  fuch  caves  of  endlefs  night, 

He  knows,  when  meafuring  back  the  gloomy  way. 
With  what  delight  refrelh’d,  his  eye 
Perceives  the  Ihadow  of  the  light  of  day 
Through  the  far  portal  llanting,  where  it  falls 
Dimly  reflected  on  the  wat’ry  walls ; 

How  heavenly  feems  the  Iky, 

And  how  with  quicken’d  feet  he  haftens  up. 

Eager  again  to  greet 

The  living  world,  and  blelfed  funfhine  there. 

And  drink  as  from  a  cup 
Of  joy,  with  thirfty  lips,  the  open  air. 

Far  other  light  than  that  of  day  there  {hone 
Upon  the  travellers,  entering  Padalon. 

They,  too,  in  darknefs  entered  on  their  way. 

But  far  before  the  car, 

A  glow,  as  of  a  fiery  furnace  light. 

Fill’d  all  before  them.  ’Twas  a  light  which  made 
Darknefs  itfelf  appear 

A  thing  of  comfort,  and  the  fight,  difmay’d, 
Shrunk  inward  from  the  molten  atmofphere. 

Their  way  was  through  the  adamantine  rock 
Which  girt  the  world  of  woe ;  on  either  fide 
Its  mafiive  walls  arofe,  and  over  head 
Arch’d  the  long  palfage ;  onward  as  they  ride. 
With  ftronger  glare,  the  light  around  them  fpread. 
And  lo  !  the  regions  dread, 

The  world  of  woe  before  them  opening  wide. 
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There  rolls  the  fiery  flood* 

Girding  the  realms  of  Padalon  around. 

A  fea  of  flame  it  feem’d  to  be 
Sea  without  bound  ; 

For  neither  mortal  nor  immortal  fight* 

Could  pierce  acrofs  through  that  intenfeft  light. 

A  Angle  rib  of  fteel 
Keen  as  the  edge  of  keeneft  fcymetar 
Spann’d  this  wide  gulph  of  fire.  The  infernal  car 
Roll’d  to  the  gulph*  and  on  its  Angle  wheel, 

Self-balanc’d,  rofe  upon  that  edge  of  fteel. 

Red  quivering  float  the  vapours  over  head, 

The  fiery  gulph  beneath  them  fpread 
Tofles  its  billowing  blaze  with  rufti  and  roar ; 

Steady  and  fwift  the  felf-mov’d  chariot  went. 

Winning  the  long  afcent, 

Then,  downward  rolling,  gains  the  further  ftiore. 


Bur,  oh  l  what  founds  and  fights  of  woe. 

What  fights  and  founds  of  fear, 

Aflail  the  mortal  travellers  here  ! 

Their  way  was  on  a  caufey  ftraight  and  wides 
Where  penal  vaults  on  either  fide  were  feen 
Ranged  like  the  cells  wherein 
Thofe  wond’rous  winged  alchemifts  infold 
Their  ftores  of  liquid  gold. 

Thick  walls  of  adamant  divide 
The  dungeons  :  and  from  yonder  circling  flood, 
OfF-ftreams  of  fire  through  fecret  channels  glide, 
And  wind  among  them,  and  in  each  provide 
An  everlafting  food 

Of  righteous  torments  for  th’  accurfed  brood. 


On  roll’d  the  car,  and  lo  !  afar 
Upon  its  height  the  Towers  of  Yamenpur 
Rife  on  the  aftoniftYd  fight. 

Behold  the  infernal  city,  Yamen’s  feat 
Of  empire,  in  the  midft  of  Padalon, 

Where  the  eight  caufey s  meet. 

There  on  a  rock  of  adamant  it  flood, 

Refplendent  far  and  wide, 

Itfelf  of  folid  diamond  edified, 

And  all  around  it  roll’d  the  fiery  flood. 

Eight  bridges  archM  the  ftream ;  huge  piles  of  braffc 
Magnificent,  fuch  ftruftures  as  befeera 

[3/4] 


862] 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 

The  Seat  and  Capital  of  fuch  great  God, 

Worthy  of  Yarnen’s  own  auguft  abode. 

A  brazen  tower  and  gateway  at  each  end 
Of  each  was  raifed,  where  giant  warders  flood 
Station’d  in  arms  the  pafiage  to  defend. 

That  never  foe  might  crofs  the  fiery  flood. 

O  what  a  gorgeous  fight  it  was  to  fee 
The  Diamond  City  blazing  on  its  height 
With  more  than  mid-fun  fplendour  by  the  light 
Of  its  own  fiery  river! 

Its  towers  and  domes,  and  pinnacles  and  fpires, 

Turrets  and  battlements,  that  flafh  and  quiver 
Through  the  red  refllefs  atmofphere  for  ever. 

And  hovering  over  head 
The  fmoke  and  vapours  of  all  Padalon, 

Fit  firmament  for  fuch  a  world,  were  fpread. 

With  furge  andfwell,  and  everlafting  motion, 

Heaving  and  opening  like  tumultuous  ocean. 

Nor  were  there  wanting  there 
Such  glories  as  befeem’d  fuch  region  well ; 

For  though  with  our  blue  heaven  and  genial  air 
The  firmament  of  Hell  might  not  compare, 

As  little  might  our  earthly  tempefls  vie 
With  the  dread  florms  of  that  infernal  Iky, 

Whofe  clouds  of  all  metallic  elements 
Sublimed  were  full.  For  when  its  thunder  broke. 

Not  all  the  united  world’s  artillery 
In  one  difcharge  could  equal  that  loud  ftroke ; 

And  though  the  diamond  towers  and  battlements 
Stood  firm  upon  their  adamantine  rock, 

Yet,  while  it  vollied  round  the  vault  of  Hell, 

Earth’s  folid  arch  was  fhaken  with  the  fhoek, 

And  cities  in  one  mighty  ruin  fell. 

Through  the  red  Iky  terrific  meteors  fcour  ; 

Huge  flones  come  hailing  down;  or  fulphur-fhower. 

Floating  amid  the  lucid  air  like  fnow, 

Kindles  in  its  defcent. 

And  with  blue  fire-drops  rains  on  all  below. 

At  times  the  whole  fupernal  element 
Igniting,  burfl,  in  one  vaft  fheet  of  flame. 

And  roar’d  as  with  the  found 

Of  rufhing  winds,  above,  below, around  ; 

Anon  the  flame  was  fpent,  and  over  head 
A  heavy  cloud  of  moving  darknefs  fpread. 

Defer ip  t  ion 


Dtfcription  of  ESTRILDIS,  and  her  Habitation . 
From  Poems  by  the  Earl  of  Carysfort. 


BUT  Eoarex,  who  with  attentive  eye 

Had  mark'd  the  fecret  workings  of  her  mind. 

Her  riling  fpirit,  and  her  bright'ning  eyes. 

Well  knew  her  purpofe  gain’d,  and  ere  the  train 
Of  melancholy  thought,  and  fears  prophetic 
Could  o’er  her  bread;  refume  their  fway,  with  words 
Of  cheering  import,  as  might  beft  confirm 
Her  hopes  new  entertain’d,  Die  thus  purfu’d : 

**  Not  with  vain  founds,  my  daughter,  to  beguile 
((  Thy  credulous  ear,  but  with  performance  full 
i(  To  fatisfy  thy  wifh,  have  I  approached  thee. 

“  For  this,  when  night  defcends,  and  o'er  our  heads 
<f  The  moon  rides  high,  upon  the  filent  ftream 
i(  Spreading  her  glimm'ring  rays,  and  rightly  call'd 
i(  Aids  the  flow.mutter’d  charm,  feek  we  the  grove, 

<(  And  with  obfervance  due,  and  powerful  verfe. 

Invoke  the  dreadful  deities,  who  weave 
“  The  fatal  web  *.  Their  potent  minifters, 

S(  Slaughter,  and  flight,  attend  their  high  beheft, 

<f  Spare  whom  they  favour,  won  by  facrifice 
((  And  prayer,  and  whom  they  hate  with  death  confound. 
“  Thefe  fhall  befriend  us.  I  will  teach  thy  hand 
<(  To  trace  the  backward fpell,  and  by  what  art 
“  Compell’d,  the  fpirits  that  haunt  the  earth,  or  tend 
“  The  gliding  wave,  or  play  in  floods  of  fire, 

((  Or  ride  upon  the  ftormy  winds,  affift 

il  The  dark  defigns,  and  work  the  will  of  man.s? 

She  ended,  and  Eftrildis,  re-aflured, 

And  confident  in  hope,  thus  anfwered  glad  : 

((  Oh,  more  than  mother,  who  to  fecond  life 
s(  Haft  wak'd  me,  fitting  in  the  ftiade  of  death, 

“  Or  worfe  than  death,  in  comfortlefs  defpair  !” 
Speaking  Ihe  rofe.  Meanwhile  th'  attendant  train 
Penfive  before  the  fair  pavilion  flood. 

In  filent  expeftation,  and  with  tears 
Deplor’d  the  forrows  of  their  queen,  when  lo 
The  founding  doors  unfold,  and  forth  ftie  comes 
Radiant  with  blooming  beauty.  Joy  divine 
Fills  every  breaft,  as  when  a  god  appears ; 


*  See  Gray’s  Poems. 
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The  veil,  thrown  backward  from  her  heavenly  face* 
Part  loofely  falling,  in  tranfparent  folds 
Upon  her  fnowy  bread:,  which  gently  rofe, 

Half  hid  from  mortal  view  the  dazzling  charm  : 
Part  mingled  graceful  with  her  gloffy  hair. 

Below  her  llender  waift,  in  eafy  ringlets 
Flowing  with  artful  negligence.  Her  eyes 
Sparkled  with  liquid  fire,  and  darted  quick 
Contagious  madnefs,  thrilling  ecftacies, 

And  love  inevitable.  On  her  cheek 
Sported  the  dimpled  fmile  ;  and  her  fweet  lips 
Breathe  fragrance,  like  the  tepid  breeze  that  Heals 
O’er  eaftern  feas,  and  from  his  dewy  wings 
Shakes  fpices,  and  forewarns  the  mariner 
Of  Ceylon,  or  the  rich  Moluccan  coaft. 

Or  that  which  foothes  ths  Arabian  youth,  reclin’d 
Beneath  the  fpreading  palm,  and  finging  loud 
In  glowing  numbers  rapturous  tales  of  love. 

She  moves  like  Venus,  when  expecting  joy 
She  fought  the  Cyprian  bow’r.  Before  her  flew 
Fair  hope,  and  wanton  mirth,  and  gay  defire. 

The  waving  myrtles  bow’d  their  fragrant  heads 
In  fign  of  worfhip,  and  the  lovely  rofe 
Put  forth  fpontaneous,  while  the  bufy  zephyr 
Gather’d  their  feveral  fweets,  and  wafted  round 
Ambrofial  odours.  Thither  foon  the  graces 
Joined  with  the  laughing  loves,  in  mimic  chains 
Of  rofes  wreath’d,  their  willing  captive  led. 

The  fair  Adonis.  Such  the  queen  appears, 

So  moves,  fo  looks,  fo  fmiles.  Her  virgins  knew 
Her  mind  to  pleafure  turn’d,  and  light  difport 
Now  breathed  the  flute,  and  in  melodious  (trains 
Soft  voices  fung  the  praife  of  gentle  May  ; 

For  that  kind  feafon  now,  with  all  her  fweets 
And  all  her  varied  tints,  the  place  adorn’d. 

The  place  was  fuch  as  poets  feign’d  of  old 
Hefperian  gardens  and  Elyfian  fcenes. 

Here  fpread  the  level  lawn,  here  gently  flow’d 
The  filent  river  :  from  the  brink  uprofe 
The  fwelling  hill  thick  clad  with  various  trees. 
Below  the  poplar,  and  the  dark-leav’d  alder. 

And  the  pale  willow,  whofe  depending  boughs 
Mov’d  by  the  finging  breeze,  oft  lightly  fweep. 

And  fweeping,  lightly  mark  the  gloffy  furface. 

But  on  the  fummit  the  majeftic  oak 

Spreads  wide  his  giant  arms,  the  growth  of  ages. 

Here  woods  are  pil’d  on  woods,  hills  over  hills 
Suecdlive  rife.  Thefe,  Hoping,  gently  fink 
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Into  the  vale  beneath  ;  while  thofe  abrupt 
Frown  o’er  the  mountain  torrent,  that  now  glides 
With  rapid  courfe,  and  now  o’er  fragments  huge 
Of  broken  rocks,  by  the  fwift  lightning’s  rage 
Disjoin’d,  or  loofened  by  autumnal  rains, 

Acrofs  its  channel  thrown,  indignant  bounds 
In  foam.  Here  funny  plains  extend,  and  there 
Contrafled  vallies,  dark  with  pendent  woods. 

Through  which  the  gale  founds  mournful,  and  the  ftream 
Runs  murmuring.  Gloomy  caves  with  mofs  o’ergrown, 

The  dripping  grotto,  and  the  bubbling  fpring, 

Where  fairies  haunt.  Now  feen  through  diilant  trees 
Glitters  the  rufhing  cataraft.  Rude  rocks. 

Enormous  piles,  and  the  vaft  mountain  where 
Upon  the  airy  fummit,  to  the  foot 
Of  man  impervious,  high  above  the  clouds  her  neft 
The  eagle  builds,  and  hails  the  riling  fun, 

While  yet  the  nether  world  is  wrapp’d  in  night. 

Here  clofe  the  fcene.  And  here  the  opening  glade 
Invites  the  eye,  while  under  arching  boughs 
Sudden  appear  the  cheerful  haunts  of  men  ; 

The  feats  of  induftry  ;  the  cultur’d  plain  ; 

The  fmoke  flow  riling  from  the  fhelter’d  cot ; 

And  farther  Hill  the  crowded  city,  whence 
A  thoufand  roofs,  and  glitt’ring  domes,  relied 
The  fun’s  meridian  beam.  The  lilver  lake 
Here  fpreads  its  lucid  bofom,  where  the  fail 
Before  the  breeze  feuds  lightly  ;  on  the  banks 
Rife  fair  pavilions,  flow’rs  of  various  hues, 

And  various  feents,  mix’d  with  each  blooming  fhrub 
To  Flora  dear,  in  fair  affemblage  grow.  t 
Such  were  the  feenes  the  enamour’d  Locrine  gave, 

Th’  abode  of  fair  Ellrildis,  and  of  love. 

There  in  foft  eafe,  and  ever- varied  fports, 

She  nourilh’d  amorous  thoughts,  and  fond  defire. 

Now  foothed  with  airy  mufic,  now  reclin’d 
Upon  the  llow’ry  couch,  with  rofes  crown’d, 

She  fees  delighted,  on  the  lhaven  turf 
The  nimble  dancers  tread  their  wanton  maze. 

Now  in  the  gilded  velfel,  proudly  gay. 

With  purple  llreamers,  floats ;  while  from  afar, 

From  various  inftruments,  along  the  waves 
Comes  foften’d,  Healing  on  the  ravilh’d  ear. 

The  propagated  harmony.  Now  fwell 
The  notes  diftinft  and  clear  ;  now  die  away, 

As  Ihifts  the  breeze  reflected  from  the  fhore. 

Thus  till  the  night  her  fable  wings  extend. 

And  the  fair  moon  provoke  to  myftic  rites, 

The  lovely  dame  beguiles  the  lingering  hours. 


The 
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The  INCANTATION  of  BOAREX.  From  the  Same. 

?rT^WAS  when  the  filent  night  in  fhadowy  veil 
A  Had  wrapped  the  face  of  nature  :  foftly  fighed 
The  weftern  breeze,  refponfive  to  the  drain 
Of  the  lorn  nightingale  :  in  cloudlets  majefty, 

Amidft  her  harry  train,  the  queen  of  night 
Purfu’d  her  courfe  rejoicing  ;  fhedding  foft 
Her  filvery  light  on  hill  and  grove  :  the  earth 
Bleffes  her  gentle  fvvay  ;  and  every  herb 
That  drinks  the  dew,  each  flower  and  fragrant  fhrub. 
With  grateful  incenfe  fcents  the  palling  air. 

Then  Boarex  the  impatient  fair  addreffed, 
t(  Behold  the  feafon  calls  us.  Now  the  powers, 

“  Propitious  mod,  to  mortal  prayers  attend. 

“  Seek  we  the  deep  recedes  of  the  grove, 

There  learn  the  will  of  fate.’*  She  faid  :  Edrildis 
Replied  not,  but  with  hady  dep  advanced. 

And  beating  heart.  But  ere  the  rites  began. 

Thus,  as  die  penfive  at  the  altar  dood. 

The  midrefs  of  the  fpell  addreffed  the  queen. 
it  Oh  daughter,  now  with  courage  arm  thy  foul  : 
t(  For  dreadful  are  the  rites  ;  dreadful  the  gods  ; 

(t  Horrid  their  gloomy  dwelling.  The  weak  fenfe 
6(  Of  mortals  the  dire  vifion  fcarce  fudains,” 

Then  raifed  her  magic  wand,  and  with  fix’d  eye 
Intent,  muttered  the  inydic  verfe,  and  traced 
Upon  the  yielding  fand  the  powerful  fpell. 

And  now  the  altars  blaze,  and  now  begins 
The  facrifice,  to  earth,  to  night,  and  hell, 

Strange,  bloody,  horrible  !  whence  nature  darts 
Shuddering,  nor  dares  the  trembling  mufe  relate  ; 

Lefs  dreadful  that  Thyedean  banquet,  where 
The  fun  recoiled  affrighted  meafuring  back 
His  heavenly  journey.  Sinking  with  her  fears. 

Half  dead,  Edrildis  dood,  and  with  both  hands 
Preffed  to  her  eyes  the  veil.  The  laboring  moon 
Grows  pale  and  dim ;  the  dars  retire  ;  and  now 
The  blad  howls  difmal ;  now  the  gather’d  clouds 
Roll  on  their  gloomy  volumes  :  darknefs  fhrouds 
The  earth,  and  heaven’s  blue  vault  appears  no  more. 
Such  horrid  darknefs,  when  the  hour  is  near. 

Shall  to  the  nations  of  the  world  foretel 
The  wreck  of  nature.  Now  the  lightnings  glare 
Frequent:  now  rolls  the  thunder:  peals  on  peals 
Redoubled  roar  :  trembles  the  folid  earth. 
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The  forcerefs  *midd  the  temped  (lands  unmoved, 

And  waves  her  wand,  and  chants  the  dreadful  charm. 

Now  (hakes  the  foreft  :  now  the  lofty  oak 
Bows  in  the  dull  his  head  :  the  mountain  nods 
With  all  his  rocks,  and  all  his  torrents  hurls 
A  deluge  on  the  plain  :  the  rocking  ground 
Is  moved  beneath,  as  when  the  force  of  winds 
Heaves  the  vad  bofom  of  the  mighty  deep  : 

The  cleft  earth  yawns,  and  from  the  dreadful  chafm, 

Burft  flames  :  now  horrid  (hrieks  are  heard,  the  yell 
Of  torture  :  now  appears  the  drear  abode 
Of  Hela,  the  dark  manflons  ol  the  dead — * 

There  all  the  dreadful  minifters  of  vengeance, 

Fierce  (laughter,  dropping  blood,  difeafe,  and  pain  5 
There  difcord,  there  the  furies,  there  revenge  ; 

There  jealoufy,  terrific  fpedie  i  there 
Pale  famine’s  meagre  form,  with  fell  defpair  ; 

And  there  the  dreadful  deities  *,  who  weave 
The  fatal  web  of  human  entrails  made  ; 

The  web  of  viftory  ;  the  weights  below 
The  heads  of  gafping  warriors.  Streaming  blood 
Smokes  on  the  fiery  foil  beneath  :  they  ply 
Their  horrid  toil  incefiant,  hymning  dill 
Terrific  drains,  that  doom  the  death  of  heroes. 

Dire  was  their  afpe£t  ;  not  potentous  Gorgon 
More  difmal  frowned.  Undaunted,  fearlefs  yet, 

Confiding  in  her  charms,  the  Scythian  cries, 

(C  Obey,  ye  gloomy  powers,  obey  the  fpell ! 

((  Give  victory  !”  Now  deeper  thunders  roll’d  ; 

Hell  grew  more  dreadful ;  bickering  flames  (hot  forth 
Wreath’d  with  dark  clouds  of  fmoke.  Then  firfl 
The  forcerefs  knew  fear  :  and  then  a  voice, 

More  loud  than  (houting  armies,  or  the  roar 
Of  the  vex’d  feas,  with  rulhing  dorms  combin’d, 

Broke  on  her  ear.  ((  Oh  infolent  and  vain  ! 

Shall  mortals  then  prefcribe  the  courfe  of  fate  ? 

Thou  who  wouldft  pierce  the  fecrets  of  the  gods, 

Hear  thou,  and  tremble.  Miferable  wretch, 

What  is  thy  boaded  art  #  Their  indrument. 

To  work  their  firm,  infcrutable  decrees. 

The  meek  and  humble  mind  the  fav’ring  powers 
Well  pleafed  behold.  Rebellious  arrogance 
At  length  their  thunder  vifits.  Seek  no  more 
What  known  will  curfe  thee.  The  dread  powers  of  hell 
What  force  can  bind  ?  what  prayers  or  tears  can  move 
Terrific  Mida  fpoke,  and  at  her  voice 

*  The  Valky-riur,  or  Chafers  of  the  (lain.  See  Gray’s  Poems. 
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Hell  (hakes,  and  e^rth  and  heaven  recoil  difimay’d. 
Now  fled  the  horrid  vifion,  The  rude  ftorm 
Is  hufh’d  :  no  more  the  thunder  rolls  :  the  ftream 
Glides  in  its  wonted  bed  ;  and  the  fair  moon. 

With  all  her  ftarry  train,  again  fhines  forth. 

Again  the  foft-complaining  nightingale 
Breathes  heavenly  mufic  on  the  ear  of  night. 


The  DESCENT  to  the  CAVE  of  MERLIN.  From  the  Same . 

Ci  OON  as  Melifla  heard  the  fliriek  of  woe, 

^  And  faw  the  lucid  ftream  polluted  flow  ; 

While  every  flower  reclined  its  languid  head 
The  trees  around  their  leafy  honours  filed. 

As  touch’d  by  fudden  froft,  a  fullen  found 

Sang  through  the  vale,  and  (hook  the  groaning  ground  ; 

Alarmed,  the  fairy  the  dread  figns  perceived, 

And  knew  the  crime  by  Archimage  achieved. 

She  burns  with  wrath,  and  fwift  through  air  (he  flies, 

Like  fome  bright  meteor  in  autumnal  (kies. 

But  Cad  wall,  crown’d  with  fplendid  wreaths  of  fame. 

And  glowing  now  with  paflion’s  genial  flame  ; 

Oft  for  his  Paladour  to  grief  reflgn’d, 

Revolved  his  fortunes  with  diftradted  mind. 

Sudden,  Melifla,  like  the  gentle  light 
That  tells  the  ftorm  fubliding,  meets  his  light. 

*  Since  the  fame  cares  our  anxious  thoughts  divide, 

(  Behold  I  bring  thee  aid,’  the  fairy  cried. 

*  Sad  Paladour,  opprefled  by  magic  flight, 

6  Some  dreary  prifon  fhuts  from  human  light ; 

6  Where,  vexed  by  fiends,  amid  Tartarean  gloom 
g  He  loaths  his  life.  But  wouldeft  thou  learn  his  doom, 

‘  My  hand  Ihall  lead,  where  from  the  enchanted  ground 
‘  Prophetic  voices  Merlin  breathes  around. 

(  (Worms  have  confumed  his  corpfe  ;  his  mighty  mind 
6  Still  dictates  wifdom,  and  prefer ves  mankind) 

€  My  tongue  Ihall  chaunt  the  verfe  which  breaks  the  deep 

*  Of  death,  and  moves  the  fpirits  of  the  deep. 

€  Not  that  terrific  found,  with  forceful  fpell, 

‘  Which  binds  the  dark  malignant  powers  of  hell, 

*  But  fuch  fweet  mufic,  fuch  celeftial  airs, 

‘  As  win  good  angels  to  aflift  our  prayers.’ 

Cadwall,  amazed,  beheld  the  heavenly  grace. 

With  dazzling  beauty,  beaming  from  her  face. 

Her  awful  power  with  trembling  voice  confefs’d 
And  bowed  fubmiflive  to  his  high  beheft. 


She 


» 


I 


P  O  E  T  R  Y. 


She  fmiled  faperior,  and  with  foothing  art 
Confirm’d  his  hope,  and  cheered  his  anxious  heart  : 

And  as  they  paffed  o’er  wilds  and  mountains  hoar. 

Still  charmed  his  raptured  ear  with  various  lore. 

Now  in  a  narrow  vale  they  held  their  way  : 

Here  through  the  boughs  fcarce  pierc’d  the  quiv’ring  ray. 
Which  on  the  dream's  pellucid  furface  play’d: 

The  dream,  as  if  enamour’d  of  the  fhade, 

Appears  to  deep  ;  but  foon  impetuous  flows, 

Where  bare  and  jutting  rocks  his  courfe  oppofe. 

Which  rear  aloft  to  heaven  their  rugged  forms, 

And  challenge  all  the  fury  of  the  dorms. 

4  Lo  thefe,’  fhe  cried,  4  the  hills  of  Dynevoure, 

‘  Through  which  the  rapid  waves  of  Barry  roar. 

‘  See  to  the  right  what  monftrous  piles  arife, 

4  Stones  heaped  on  Hones,  which  pierce  the  louring  Ikies, 

4  Each  might  be  deemed,  it  fills  fo  .vaft  a  fpace, 

4  Some  mountain  hurled  bv  that  Titanian  race. 

j 

4  Lo,  there  a  fearful  chafm,  from  whence  exhale 
4  Dark  (learning  miffs,  and  deadly  vapours  pale. 

4  Approach,  but  cautious,  left  the  damp  of  death 
4  Benumb  thy  fenfes,  and  fupprefs  thy  breath. 

4  Some  daring  footftep  may  have  paffed  the  bound, 

4  But  none,  returning  from  the  abyfs  profound, 

4  Has  ever  yet  divulged  to  human  race 
4  The  dreadful  fecrets  of  that  impious  place. 

4  Incline  thine  ear,  and  hark,  what  tumult  grows 
4  On  every  fide  1  what  dill  repeated  blows 
4  Strike  on  the  anvil  !  How  the  furnace  roars  ! 

4  How  from  the  forge  the  hiding  metal  pours ! 

4  Shrill  yells,  and  angry  (houts,  and  clamours  rife, 

4  Mixed  with  deep  groans,  and  lamentable  cries. 

4  Thefe  from  o’erlabour’d  fpirits,  long  of  yore 
4  Chain’d  to  the  talk  by  Merlin’s  magic  power, 

4  Proceed.  'Tis  they  that  with  impetuous  fway, 

4  Have  heaved  thefe  rocky  piles  to  upper  day; 

4  Torn  from  the  central  earth.  They  drain;  they  toil; 

4  Heap  flames  on  flames  ;  in  maffy  cauldrons  boil 
4  Vaft  Teas  of  molten  brafs  ;  or  pour  around 
4  The  metal,  beat  and  (haped,  with  thund’ring  found, 

4  Merlin,  ’tis  faid,  in  his  capacious  mind, 

4  Some  work  furpafling  human  thought  defigned; 

4  Some  mighty  work  for  fovereign  beauty’s  fake, 

4  What  time  he  loved  the  Lady  of  the  Lake. 

4  Perhaps  to  bid,  in  this  his  favourite  ifle, 

4  With  fruits  of  gold  Hefperian  gardens  fmile  S 
4  Some  glorious  dome  with  matchlefs  art  to  raife, 

4  To  fpeak  in  future  times  his  lady’s  praife  : 
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4  With  walls  of  brafs  to  fence  the  guarded  land, 

4  Or  join  Terne  to  the  Cambrian  ftrand. 

4  Vain  man  !  whofe  folly  boafts  in  wifdom’s  name  ! 

4  Vain  man !  whofe  power  but  works  thy  grief  and  fhame  l 
4  The  faithlefs  nymph  with  many  an  amorous  wile, 

4  With  many  an  honied  word,  and  wreathed  fmile, 

4  Allured  the  wizard  to  her  fecret  bower, 

4  Surprized,  and  made  him  captive  to  her  power. 

4  Then  bids  the  fpirits  which  around  her  Hand, 

4  Convey  her  vidtim  into  fairy  land. 

*  Ah,  fad  reward  for  love  !  Her  cruel  doom 
4  There  clofed  him  living  in  fepulchral  gloom. 

€  Till  his  return  the  fiends  to  labour  bound, 

4  With  hideous  ruin  groaning  earth  confound  : 
c  Excite  the  elements  to  monftrous  war  : 

4  (Hear,  moifture,  air,  in  dreadful  conflict  jar.) 

4  Reftore  to  vapours  their  elaftic  force, 

4  To  rend  incumbent  mountains  in  their  courfe  : 

*  And  hurl  vaft  Teas  upon  the  central  fire, 

4  Till,  raifed  in  fteam,  the  watery  mafs  afpire, 

4  Level  the  lofty  rocks,  lift  high  the  plain, 

4  And  whelm  whole  kingdoms  in  the  foaming  main. 

4  Yet  deem  not  that  their  mighty  toils  extend 
4  From  age  to  age,  dire&ed  to  no  end. 

4  Frail  are  the  plans  by  mortal  thought  defignM, 

4  And  weak  and  vain  the  wifeft  of  mankind ! 

4  But  Heaven’s  unchanging,  and  unerring  will, 

4  All  things  obey,  and  all  events  fulfil ! 

4  Even  thefe  malignant  fprites,  conftrain’d  by  fate, 

4  To  man,  whom  of  Heaven’s  creatures  moft  they  hate, 

4  Are  inftruments  of  good  :  unconfcious  ftill 
4  Of  what  they  do,  and  only  bent  on  ill : 

4  From  this  fierce  tumult  particles  combine, 

4  Of  coal,  and  flint,  calcareous,  and  faline; 

4  The  principles  from  which  each  wond’rous  birth 
4  That  with  this  robe  of  beauty  clothes  the  earth, 

4  Proceed.  As  this,  or  that  prevails,  the  rofe 
4  Gives  forth  her  fragrance,  or  the  violet  blows, 

4  Springs  the  bright  verdure,  waves  the  golden  grain, 

4  Or  the  majeftic  oak  embrowns  the  plain. 

4  Hence  too,  where  fpace  the  porous  earth  fupplies, 

4  Sublimed  by  heat,  the  ft  reaming  waters  rife, 

4  Till  near  the  cooler  furface  they  fubfide, 

4  Burft  forth  in  fprings,  in  lucid  rivers  glide  ; 

4  Upon  whofe  banks  perpetual  fweets  appear, 

4  And  flowers,  and  fruits,  and  foliage,  grace  the  year. 

4  Salubrious  oft  they  flow,  endued  with  force 
4  Of  various  minerals,  gathered  in  their  courfe. 
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c  The  fhepherd  to  the  fpring  his  lips  applies  ;  / 

e  Unlooked-for  health  the  healing  fpring  fupplies  | 
s  The  confcious  Twain  his  grateful  homage  pays, 

And  pours  his  foul  to  Heaven  in  prayer  and  praife. 

*  For,  to  the  race  of  man,  from  lake  and  rill, 

*  The  humble  valley,  and  the  lofty  hill, 

*  The  funny  champain,  rich  with  fruits  and  grain, 

€  The  gliding  river ;  and  the  ftormy  main  ; 

6  In  the  ftill  darknefs  of  the  fearful  night  j 
s  The  moon's  fair  radiance  ;  Hefper’s  dewy  light ; 
c  The  orient  beams  that  fire  the  eaftern  Ikies ; 

4  A  God,  a  God,  the  voice  of  nature  cries ! 
g  On  him,  my  fon,  rely.  His  aid  implore, 

€  He  only  can  thy  Paladour  reftore. 
s  Thou  canft  not  err,  if  truth  thy  courfe  direff, 

6  Nor  perifh  if  Almighty  power  proted.’ 

Difcourfing  thus,  they  reach  the  fertile  plain, 

Where  that  fair  river  to  the  Hibernian  main 
Diredls  his  flood,  and  proudly  o’er  the  ftream 
The  lofty  towers  of  Maridunum  gleam. 

Not  far  from  thence,  deep  in  a  fhadowy  dell. 

Dwelt  the  great  mafter  of  the  magic  fpell. 

What  time,  deceived  by  that  perfidious  fay. 

He  bade  a  long  farewell  to  cheerful  day. 

9Twas  here  Melifla  made  the  knight  reftrain 
His  courfer,  and  difmounting,  fixed  the  rein. 

*  Enter,®  fhe  cries,  €  the  cave.  Whate’er  betide, 

€  In  Heaven,  who  favours  virtuous  deeds,  confide/ 

Then  leads  the  way.  Abrupt  the  deep  defcent, 

Shagged  with  rude  rocks  of  fathomlefs  extent. 

And  dark  with  tenfold  night,  yet  might  the  eye 
Far  off  a  faint,  and  glimmering  ray  defcry  ; 

Like  the  bright  worm  that  fcares  the  village  maid, 

Whofe  lover  waits  her  in  the  lonely  glade. 

Scarce  has  his  foot  o’erftepped  the  facred  bound. 

Some  power  unfeen  uplifts  him  from  the  ground® 

So  fwift  his  motion,  that  it  leaves  behind 
The  bright  and  rapid  glances  of  the  mind. 

A  few  (hort  minutes  meafure  half  the  way 
Which  parts  the  centre  of  the  earth  from  day. 

And  now,  before  the  knight’s  aftonilh’d  eyes 
Proud  rooms  of  flate  in  gorgeous  beauty  rife. 

From  the  mid  fpace  beams  forth  a  dazzling  light. 

Beyond  the  fun’s  meridian  luftre  bright. 

Nor  err’d  Ferrara’s  band*  whofe  piercing  mind 
The  ftrange  effect  to  magic  art  affigned. 

By 

*  Ariofto, 

■  Vol,  L1I.  or  Vol»  X,  New  Series,  [3  K\ 
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By  fairy  hands  the  glittering  dome  was  raifed  ; 

By  fairy  power  the  radiant  glory  blazed. 

As  Cadwali  and  Melifla  nearer  drew, 

Where  flood  the  vizard’s  tomb  reveal’d  to  view ; 

Forth  from  the  marble  breathe  melodious  airs ; 

The  ghoft  in  ftrains  divine,  the  will  of  fate  declares ; 

Reveals  the  fubtSe  train,  the  guileful  fprite, 

The  doleful  prifon  of  the  lucklefs  knight ; 

And  all  the  terrors  of  that  gloomy  cave, 

Whofe  dreadful  forms  might  well  appal  the  brave. 

*  From  yonder  column,  lo,  a  golden  fhield 
4  Sheds  dazzling  radiance  from  its  ample  field ; 

4  Nor  does  its  inner  furface,  poliflied  bright, 

4  With  force  diminilh’d,  back  return  the  light. 

4  Bind  on  thine  arm  the  fplendid  orb,  and  know 
4  How  vaft  a  boon  the  fav’ring  fates  beftow. 

4  Though  all  the  powers  beneath  the  earth  who  dwell ; 

4  Though  Hecate,  three  form’d  goddefs,  weave  the  fpell  ; 

4  Whate’er  iilufion  magic  art  may  raife, 

4  Its  mirror  flill  unclouded  truth  difplays. 

4  Grafp  too  yon  fword.  Lefs  dreadful  flam’d  of  yore 
4  The  thundering  weapon  bright  Efcalibore*, 

4  When  Uther’s  fon,  from  Iogerne’s  bed  + 

4  Foredoom’d  a  wondrous  birth,  around  him  heaped  the  dead6 
4  Proceed  then  fearfefs,  where  good  omens  lead  : 

4  Proceed,  and  conqueft  crown  thy  generous  deed. 

The  prophet  ceafed.  The  exulting  youth  obeys. 

Lifts  the  bread  fhield,  the  mighty  fword  difplays. 

Melifla  waves  her  wand,  and  fpirits  bear 
The  nymph  and  chief  again  to  upper  air. 


THE  THREE  NYMPHS.  From  the  Same, 

npHIS  proud  proceflion  paflfed,  lo,  next  advanced 

Thofe  three  fair  Nymphs.  Each  heart  with  rapture  danced. 
The  firft  came  forth,  and  graceful  moved  along, 

Confefled  a  goddefs  by  the  gazing  throng. 

Upon  her  brow  a  laurel  wreath  {he  wore, 

A  golden  wand  in  her  fair  hand  (lie  bore; 

While,  like  the  amorous  turtle’s  varying  breaft, 

The  colours  fliifted  of  her  airy  vefl  ; 

A  dazzling  luftre  fparkled  from  her  eyes; 

Earth,  the  unfathom’d  fea,  and  boundlefs  Ikies 

*  So  called  by  Drayton. 

f  Et  gravidam  Arthuro  fatali  fraude  Jogernen.— Mii.tqn. 
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Her  glance  pervades,  and,  ’midft  the  realms  of  light, 

New  modes  of  being  fees  in  viflon  bright. 

She  waved  the  golden  wand,  and  ftraight  to  view 
The  fpacious  halls  more  large  and  fplendid  grew, 

Fair  columns  rife,  and  graceful  arches  bend ; 

*  And  rich  with  gold  the  fretted  roofs  afcend. 

Not  Corinth,  when  in  all  her  pride  fhe  flione ; 

Not  fam’d  Palmyra,  great  Zenobia’s  throne; 

Minerva’s  city,  queen  of  arts  refined; 

Or  Rome,  the  mighty  mi  ft  refs  of  mankind  ; 

So  proud  a  ftru&ure  faw,  fo  nobly  graced 
With  rich  materials,  and  proportions  chafte. 

She  waved  the  golden  wand,  and  at  her  call, 

Obedient  colours  clothe  the  lofty  wall ; 

All  forms,  all  hues,  which  nature  owns  difplay  ; 

The  (hades  of  evening,  and  the  blaze  of  day  : 

While  wondering  eyes  with  holy  awe  behold 
Kings,  heroes,  patriots,  fages,  famed  of  old  : 

Jove  bends  his  fable  brows  ;  and  breathing  joy. 

The  queen  of  beauty  meets  the  Syrian  boy  : 

The  queen  of  beauty  in  her  Paphian  bowers. 

When  love  has  dreffed  her  fragrant  couch  with  flowers. 

Again  fhe  waves  her  wand, — the  dudlile  brafs 
Flows  into  fhape,  and  lives  the  marble  mafs. 

The  gods  their  majefty  no  more  conceal, 

And  beauty’s  perfeft  form  to  mortal  fenfe  reveal. 

The  fecond  nymph  with  mien  more  awful  came. 

About  her  temples  played  a  lambent  flame, 

Witnefs  of  heavenly  birth.  Yet  mark  of  power, 

Sceptre,  or  rod,  or  circlet,  none  fhe  bore. 

But  by  one  hand  fuftained  a  book  appeared, 

A  polifhed  mirror  in  her  right  fhe  rear’d. 

There,  to  the  inquiring  mind,  the  goddefs  brings, 

In  clear  reflc&ion,  all  created  things. 

She  flood  before  the  footftool  of  the  queen.: 

She  fpoke,  and  lo,  a  mimic  heaven  was  feen. 

There  the  great  father  of  the  circling  years. 

The  glorious  fun  in  all  his  ftate  appears. 

Round  him,  rejoicing  in  his  vital  force, 

The  planets  roll  in  their  appointed  courfe. 

Earth  meets  exulting  his  prolific  ray, 

And  opens  all  her  bofom  to  the  day. 

Then  (hone  the  miftrefs  of  the  peaceful  hour, 

Of  fofter  influence,  not  inferior  power  : 

She  from  each  clime  collected  brings  the  dew, 

Whofe  fragrant  fhowers  the  fertile  glebe  renew, 
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The  mighty  waters  flow  beneath  her  fway. 

And  fwelling  tides  her  conftant  rule  obey. 

Next  fee  the  nymph  the  facred  page  difclofe, 

Where  paft  events  in  order  juft  repofe. 

Before  the  royal  feat  appears  unrolled 
The  long  fucceflion  of  the  years  of  old. 

€  Whatever  change  beyond  the  reach  of  thought, 
c  In  earth  or  heaven  the  wizard  Time  has  wrought*  ; 
Whate’er  of  fcience  patient  fearch  has  fcann’d  ; 
Whatever  vain  man’s  unrefting  mind  has  plann’d  ; 

The  ftatefman’s  labours,  and  the  warrior’s  rage ; 
Recorded  ftand  in  that  illumin’d  page. 

Which  gives,  unbought  by  danger  or  by  pain. 

The  wifdom  for  which  thoufands  toil  in  vain. 

The  goddefs  then  invokes  the  immortal  nine, 
Daughters  of  memory,  of  race  divine. 

Sweet,  yet  fonorous,  wa9  the  varied  fong 
And  ftill  the  echoing  roofs  the  ftrain  prolong. 

Arms  were  the  theme,  and  wealth  and  mighty  fway. 
And  fovereign  beauty,  which  even  gods  obey. 

The  throng  aflenting  loud  applaufes  raife. 

With  fmiles  the  queen  receives  the  artful  praife. 

Then  frefh  and  radiant  as  the  early  dawn, 

When  firft  with  glittering  drops  it  decks  the  lawn  5 
And  as  the  fouthern  air,  on  fluttering  wing, 

Rifles  the  tender  blofloms  of  the  fpring ; 

So  lightly  forth  that  third  fair  After  trips, 

A  fmilelike  Hebe’s  on  her  rofy  lips. 

Iris  has  dipped  the  many  coloured  veft, 

That,  waving,  half  conceal’d  her  lovely  breaft  ; 

Her  flender  fingers  held  with  matchlefs  grace, 

Fill’d  with  ne&areous  dew,  a  cryftal  vafe, 

From  which  fome  drops  to  reach  the  queen  (he  threw. 
And  fwiftly  round  the  fair  aflembly  flew. 

Soft  gliding,  with  a  foul-enchanting  air, 

And  fprinkling  ftill  the  precious  moifture  rare  ; 

Then  fought  her  lifters  with  a  fond  embrace 
Who  gazed  delighted  on  her  charmiag  face. 

Such  potency  was  in  that  heavenly  dew, 

What  faireft  feem’d  before,  now  fairer  grew  5 
With  more  enchanting  beauty  fhone  the  queerr, 

More  winning  grace  in  thofe  bright  nymphs  was  feen  } 
Sweet  dreams  of  blifs  each  raptur’d  mind  employ, 

And  every  heart  expands  with  love  and  joy. 
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SONNET  on  the  DEATH  of  COLONEL  SCHILL,  1S09. 

From  the  Poetical  Regijler for  1810-— II® 

BRIEF  was  thy  courfe,  brave  Schill  !  but  dazzling  blaze 
O’er  that  brief  courfe,  the  ftar  of  glory  (hed  : 

Twas  thine,  for  fettered  realms  the  fword  to  raife  ; 

And  dare  a  foe  who  fmote  thofe  realms  with  dread. 

’T was  thine  at  Honour  and  at  Freedom’s  call, 

To  fcorn  of  danger  and  of  death  the  frown  ; 

9  Twas  thine,  awhile,  to  triumph  o?er  the  Gaul, 

And  nurfe  the  dreams  of  contjueft  and  renown. 

Nor  wert  thou  doom’d  thofe  vifions  to  relign  : 

Ere  hope  expired,  to  prefs  the  field  was  thine ; 

Nor  hear  the  taunt,  nor  wear  the  chains  of  foes. 

Blefs’d  was  thy  fate  1  who  would  not  rather  own, 

■'JT he  few  and  glowing  hours  which  thou  haft  known. 

Than  long  and  languid  years  of  indolent  repofe  ? 

R,  A.  Davenport, 

TO-MORROW* 

> 

From  the  French  of  the  Chevalier  Parnj .  From  the  Same « 

ME  with  carefies  ftill  you  cheat  j 
Promifes  you  ftill  repeat  • 

And  Zephyr  wafts,  in  wanton  play. 

Your  faithlefs  promifes  away. 

To-morrow,”  every  day  you  cry  : 

I  hafte,  ere  dawn  illumes  the  Iky  | 

I  hafte,  but  find  my  hopes  betray’d. 

For  flying  conftant  to  your  aid, 

Bafhful  Fear,  provoking  fprite  ! 

Puts  the  fportive  loves  to  flight. 

Yet,  when  deluded  I  complain, 
i(  To-morrow,?  you  exclaim  again. 

Laura  !  thank  indulgent  heaven. 

Who  fo  long  the  power  has  given. 

In  your  face  and  form  each  day 
Some  new-born  beauty  to  difplay. 

Yet  hope  not  that  fuch  matchlefs  grace 
Will  always  deck  your  form  and  face  j 
For,  onward  as  he  fpeeds,  your  bloom 
Tirne  will  touch  with  withering  plume. 
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Then  O  !  of  coy  delay  beware ! 

Quickly  grant  the  promis’d  blefling  : 

To-morrow  you  may  be  lefs  fair, 

And  I,  perhaps,  not  quite  fo  prefling* 

R,  A.  Davenport* 

A  SONG.  By  Mi  ss  Mitforb. 

From  the  Same , 

SWEET  is  the  balmy  evening  houri 
And  mild  the  glow-worm’s  light ; 

And  foft  the  breeze  that  fweeps  the  flower. 

With  pearly  dew-drops  bright. 

2  love  to  loiter  on  the  hill, 

And  catch  each  trembling  ray 
Tair  as  they  are,  they  mind  me  ftill 
Of  fairer  things  than  they,. 

What  is  the  breath  of  clofing  flowers, 

But  feeling’s  gentleft  figh  ? 

What  are  the  dew-drop’s  cryftalfhowers. 

But  tears  from  Pity’s  eye  ? 

What  are  the  glow-worms  by  the  rill. 

But  fancy’s  flafhes  gay  t 
1  love  them,  for  they  mind  me  ftill 
Of  one  more  dear  than  they. 

SONNET.  By  the  lute  John  Leyden,  M.  Bf 

From  the  Same . 

IN  ridges  green  the  peopled  church. yard  heaves, 

Where  muling  flow,  from  human  footfteps  far, 

I  often  paufe  to  fee  fome  falling  ftar 
Twinkle  by  glimpfes  through  the  fhiveringft  eaves. 

And  there  beneath  the  languid  cyprefs  (hade7 
I  love  to  mark  a  fhapelefs  mofly  ftone 
•Of  former  days,  that  now  remains  alone  j 
1  wifh  my  head  at  laft  may  there  be  laid  : 

Tor  there  the  peafants3  fober  fteps  fhall  pafs. 

When  the  flow  fabbath-bells  to  church  fhall  toll, 

And  wifh  a  prayer  in  filence  for  my  foul. 

While  his  rude  ftaff  divides  the  milling  grafs. 

Than  proud  fepulchral  pomp  to  me  more  dear 
Shall  be  the  peafant’s  figh,  the  peafant’s  tear* 


SONNET. 
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SONNET.  By  the  Same. 
From  the  Same , 


42!  TILL  on  my  foul  that  awful  hour  fhall  rife, 

^  When  bounding  home  from  the  red-bloffoni  d  heathy 
Full  in  my  view  the  corpfe-like  form  of  death 
Firft  burft  in  horror  on  mine  infant  eyes  % 

The  ftieeted  bed  of  melancholy  white. 

The  death-watch,  and  the  dogss  long  dreary  howl. 
The  ghoftly  terror  left  the  parted  foul 
Should  glide  before  the  fhuddering  watch  at  night ; 

The  fable  bier,  the  wailing  female  cry. 

When  flow  the  fad  proceffion  movM  away 
I  well  remember, —and  for  many  a  day 
I  mufed,  and  hoped  I  that  I  ihould  never  die* 

Vain  hope!  for  death,  flnce  that  tremendous  hour, 
Has  been  the  canker-worm  of  pleafure’s  flower. 

MORNING®  Bj  James  Hogg,  the  Ettrick  Shepherd* 


From  the  Same > 


WAKEN,  drowfy  .(lumberer!  waken  I 

Over  gorfe,  green  broom,  and  braken, 
From  her  fleve  of  filken  blue, 

Dawning  lifts  her  filver  dew  ; 

Hangs  the  emerald  on  the  willow. 

Lights  her  lamps  below  the  billow. 

Bends  the  briar  and  branchy  braken. 

Waken,  drowfy  flumberer  !  weaken  ! 

Waken,  drowfy  flumberer !  waken ! 

Deep  the  moon  her  draught  has  taken 
Of  the  babbling  rivulet  fheen, 

Far  beyond  the  Ochils  green*, 

From  her  gauzy  veil  on  high. 

Thrills  the  laverock’s  melody  : 

Round  and  round,  from  glen  and  grove. 

Pour  a  thoufand  hymns  to  love  ; 

Harps  the  quail  amid  the  clover  ; 

0*er  the  moor-fern  whews  the  plover; 

Bat  has  hid,  and  heath-cock  crowed  ; 

Courfer  neighed,  and  cattle  lowed  % 

Kid  and  lamb  the  lair  forfaken  : 

Waken  !  drowfy  flumberer  !  waken  ! 

See  how  light  the  wood -fly  dances ; 

Swifter  ft i ft  the  dawn  advances® 
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Pretty  limner  !  fee  her  hue 
Painted  on  the  amber  dew  ; 

On  the  leaf  of  beach  and  willow  ; 

On  the  lake  and  fleepy  billow— 

Roufe  thee,  {lumberer,  from  thy  pillow  ! 

Human  life  is  but  a  day  ! 

Gay  its  morn  !  but  lhort  as  gay  ! 

Day  of  evil !  day  of  forrow  ! 

Hope,  even  hope,  can  paint  no  morrow  ! 

Steeped  in  {loth  or  paflions  boiling, 

Noon  fhall  find  thee  faint  and  toiling  ! 

Evening  rears  her  mantle  dreary — 

Evening  finds  thee  pale  and  weary  l 
Profpedls  blafted,  aims  mifguided. 

For  the  future  ill  provided ; 

Murmuring,  worn,  enfeebled,  Ihaking  y 
Days  of  forrow,  nights  of  waking  ; 

Yield  thy  foul  unto  the  giver  l 
Bow  thy  head,  and  Deep  for  ever  1 
But  rife  up  now,  to  work  betake  thee  ! 

Wake  thee  !  drowfy  (lumberer  !  wake  thee  l 

WINTER  SCENERY*  January  1809, 

'From  Poems ,  by  Mary  Russel  Mitford* 

OHHE  dark  fky  lours  :  a  crimfon  ftreak 

In  vain  the  heavy  clouds  would  break  ; 

The  lowing  herds  defer t  the  plain. 

Scatter’d  is  all  the  fleecy  train ; 

The  feather’d  fongfters  all  are  gone. 

The  dear  domeftic  bird  alone, 

The  cheerful  robin  feeks  his  food. 

And  breaks  the  death-like  folitude  : 

For,  fave  his  notes,  no  earthly  found 
Through  the  chill  air  is  heard  around ; 

E’en  {he,  whofe  playful  fondnefs  Hill 
Attends  my  fteps  on  dale  or  hill. 

She,  who  ftill  wears  the  vi&or  blue, 

Maria,  of  the  raven  hue ! 

No  longer  feeks  with  frolic  glee. 

Where’er  I  roam  to  follow  me, 

But  {brinks  within  her  (belter  warm. 

And  hides  in  ftraw  her  graceful  form* 

Yet  lovelier  is  the  magic  fcene, 

Than  blooming  fummer’s  brighteft  green  :  ' 

The  icicles  in  cryftal  row, 

SufpendecTfrom  the  pent-houfe  low. 

O'er 
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O’er  the  luxuriant  ivy  fall, 

Or  glitter  on  the  mofs-grown  wall ; 

The  level  lawn,  in  dazzling  lights 
Arrayed  in  pure  unfullied  white, 

Scarce  marks,  with  undulating  bend. 

With  its  fmooth  edge,  where  waters  blend. 

Crowned  is  each  grove  with  veftal  fnow, 

Whilft  varied  colours  gleam  below  ; 

The  holly’s  deeply  burnilh’d  green. 

With  coral  berries,  faintly  feen. 

The  oak’s  rich  leaves  of  faffron  hue. 

The  towering  fir’s  dark  miftyblue, 

Clofer  their  mingling  branches  twine, 

And  through  their  brilliant  burthen  fhine. 

See  on  the  pine  the  fnow  arife, 

A  tapering  cone,  it  feeks  the  Ikies ! 

Or  wreathes  the  rugged  elm  around ! 

Or  bends  the  light  broom  to  the  ground  I 
Or,  in  ethereal  luftre  gay, 

Clothes  the  pale  afpen’s  flexile  fpray ! 

And,  dill  to  Fancy’s  eye  more  dear. 

What  ftrange  fantaftic  forms  appear  1 
High  arches  rife,  abrupt  and  bright. 

And  gothic  fret-work,  filvery  light ; 

There  frown  dark  pillars,  Him  and  tall. 

And  there  the  mouldering  turrets  fall ! 

But,  emblem  true  of  human  joys, 

Raifed  in  an  hour,  an  hour  deftroys  j 
Already  has  the  brilliant  ray 
Melted  the  fairy  feene  away  5 
No  fleecy  whitenefs  decks  the  ground, 

No  glittering  froft-work  gleams  around  j 
All,  all  are  gone.  The  fwollen  flood 
Spreads  its  ftained  waters  to  the  wood  ; 

Each  tree,  with  fnowy  creft  fo  fair. 

That  rofe  with  gay  fantaftic  air. 

Now  waves  its  dark  boughs,  rough  and  bare ; 

And  o’er  the  hills,  the  groves?,  the  plains, 

The  demon  Defolation  reigns ! 

JOANNA’S  PROPHECY,  fret?  th<  fame, 

ARGUMENT. 

The  prophecy  of  the  deftrudtion  of  Bath,  on  Good-Friday  laft,  which 
afforded  fo  memorable  an  inftance  of  the  credulity  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  cannot  be  forgotten.  With  the  oifual  fate  of  reports,  which 
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44  gather  as  they  ro.11/’  the  terrific  denunciation  had,  when  it  reached 
Reading,  been  extended  to  Briftol  and  London,  one  of  which  was 
to  be  overwhelmed  by  the  tide,  and  the  other  dedroyed  by  fire,  at 
the  fame  moment  that  Bath  was  to  be  fwallowed  up  by  an  earth¬ 
quake.  Under  thefe  impreflions,  the  following  poem  was  written  5 
and  the  refult  of  the  former  part  of  the  prophecy  happily  precludes 
the  necefiity  of  apologizing  to  this  modern  Caflandra,  for  having 
added  frefh  horrors  to  her  dreadful  prediction. 

WOE,  Albion,  to  thy  cities  proud! 

Death  hovers  o’er  the  fated  crowd. 

Fly  to  feme  wood  embofom’d  home. 

Far  from  the  city’s  fplendid  dome, 

Fly,  fly,  whilft  yet  you  may  ! 

Woe  to  the  day  of  fear  and  dread. 

The  day  the  bled  Redeemer  bled  ! 

E’en  in  the  confecrated  hour. 

Again  fhall  midnight  darknefs  lour. 

And  cloud  the  noon-tide  ray. 

Then  fhall  the  volleying  thunder  roar. 

From  Cambria’s  hills  to  Devon’s  fhore  ; 

Red  flafhes  light  the  darken’d  heaven, 

Trees,  mountains,  rocks,  in  twain  be  riven, 

Whilft  earth  fhall  ope  her  womb ; 

Then  tremble,  flnners  !  for  in  vain 
Ye  fly,  ye  death-devoted  train  t 
V ainly  the  fereams  of  horror  rife  ! 

While  fhrieks  of  madnefs  rend  the  Ikies 
Clofes  your  living  tomb. 

Briftol*  no  more  to  Africk’s  ftrand. 

Thy  fhips  fhall  part  from  Freedom’s  land. 

Thy  deeds  are  pad.  Th’  o’erwhelming  tide 
Shall  fweep  away  thy  wealth,  thy  pride, 

Defiroy  thy  very  name. 

Bath,  fair  abode  of  vanity. 

Oh,  where  is  now  thy  revelry  ? 

O’erthrown  thy  domes,  thy  ftoried  walls. 

Gay  nobles  perifh  in  thy  halls, 

With  many  a  beauteous  dame. 

-  Still,  Hill,  I  fee  that  horrid  wild  ! 

Where  lovely  cities  gaily  fmil’d. 

Rocks,  ruins,  pillars,  mountains  frown. 

And  echo  to  the  difmal  groan 

Of  forrow  and  of  pain. 

Vainly  yon  buried  wretches  drive. 

Ne’er  fhall  they  leave  thofe  walls  alive. 

Yon  frantic  mother,  to  her  bread 
Her  lifelefs  child  has  fondly  pred, 

Nor  knows  her  cares  are  vain. 


There 
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There  dead  and  dying  men  I  fee, 

In  every  form  of  mifery  j 

Thofe  founds  of  woe,  thofe  fights  of  fear, 

I  ftill  mult  fee,  I  ft  ill  muft  hear, 

With  brain  to  madnefs  driv’n. 

But  what  is  yonder  blazing  light, 

That  glares  upon  my  aching  fight  !  » 

Now  foars  in  dazzling  columns  high. 

Now  cafts  red  radiance  on  the  Iky, 

And  lights  the  eaftern  heaven  ? 

5Tis  London — God  of  mercy  fave 
Her  millions  from  their  fiery  grave  ! 

Oh  1  grant  the  fons  of  wealth  and  crime. 

Some  fliort  reprieve,  fome  little  time 
For  penitence  and  prayer  ! 

It  may  not  be — -the  blaze  is  o’er  ; 

The  mouldering  ruins  glare  no  more, 

And  long  (hall  England's  forrows  rife. 

Widows  and  orphans  pour  the  cries, 

Of  anguifii  and  defpair ! 


The  PEN  and  the  SWORD.  From  the  Jame » 

ARGUMENT. 

The  following  fragment  is  chiefly  taken  from  a  French  translation  of 
the  fortieth  chapter  of  the  Tahkemoni,  a  Hebrew  work,  fuppofed 
to  have  been  written  about  the  thirteenth  century,  by  the  Rabbi 
"Jehuda  Charizi ,  and  in  which  that  author  attempts  to  imitate  Hariri, 
one  of  the  moll  celebrated  Arabic  poets  of  his  time.  I  have  fo 
materially  altered  the  ftructure  of  the  poem,  and  changed,  or  totally 
omitted  fo  many  paflages,  that  I  can  fcarcely  call  thefe  verfesan  imi¬ 
tation  of  the  beautiful  original,  from  which  molt  of  the  images  are 
derived.  Yet  even  my  imperfect  tranflation  may  convey  fome  idea 
of  the  fire  and  boldnefs  of  the  Hebrew  poet. 


AND  dar’fi  thou  then  with  me  compare, 
Frail  fleeting  paflenger  of  air  ? 

Say,  am  not  I  my  country’s  rock  ! 

The  lion  in  the  battle’s  Ihock  ? 

I  pour  impetuous  from  afar 
The  mighty  torrent  of  the  war, 

Like  Kifioun’s  water,  Phifon’s  flood, 
Spreads  far  the  whelming  tide  of  blood  ! 
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For-faken  parents  well  can  tell 
How  fierce  the  raging  currents  fvvell  r; 

Deferted  lands  the  tide- mark  form, 

And  nations  perifti  in  the  dorm. 

Hright  is  the  forked  lightning’s  dream  f 
As  bright,  as  fatal  too,  my  beam  ! 

From  me  the  braveft  warrior  flies, 

Or  paufing  bleeds,  and  finks,  and  dies® 

And  as  the  dews  of  heaven,  that  fall 
On  vines  that  clothe  the  cottage  wall,, 

Send  life  through  every  drooping  cell. 

The  tendrils  curl,  the  clufters  fwell ; 

So  baths  of  blood  my  pow’rs  reftore. 

My  nourifhment  the  hero’s  gore  ; 

From  me  the  lion’s  princely  whelp 
Expe&s  and  finds  his  only  help  ; 

Her  prey  from  me  the  vulture  feeks, 

And  pays  me  with  her  difmal  fhrieks ; 

And  with  the  wild  wolf’s  deepen’d  howl^ 
Makes  mufic  for  my  redlefs  foul ; 

Fear  not  !  whiift  I  exid  ye  ne’er 
Shall  pangs  of  third  and  hunger  Ihare ; 

Still  be  the  warrior’s  flefli  your  food  ! 

Still  ba  your  drink  the  hero’s  blood  $ 

And  dar’d  thou,  frail  and  brittle  reed  ! 

Match  thy  weak  word  with  my  proud  deed  | 
Can’d  thou  refift  the  eddying  dorm  ? 

Will  not  the  flames  confume  thy  form  ? 

And  I,  whom  thou  had  dark!  to  brave, 

My  very  touch  would  be  thy  grave. 

Yes,  fuch  thou  art,  the  pen  replied — - 
Yes,  fuch  is  war’s  enfanguin’d  tide  ! 

Thine  be  the  fame  to  lated  times, 

To  iliine  fupreme  in  blood  and  crimes . 

O l  innocents  untimely  flain  l 
Oh  !  matrons  kill’d  in  child-birth  pain  l 
Babes  from  their  mother’s  bofom  borne  ! 

■ 

Sons  from  their  dying  fathers  torn  ! 

Nations  of  orphans  and  of  Haves, 

Unpeopled  earth  and  peopled  graves  l 
’Tis  yours  to  tell  what  endiefs  fame 
This  all-confuming  fword  may  claim,. 

And  cand  thou,  fell  dedroyer,  dare 
My  pure  unblemifli’d  rights  to  Ihare !, 
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Learn  thy  contracted  fphere  to  fcan; 

If  (Irength  were  pow’r,  then  what  were  man  ? 
The  elephant  had  rul’d  the  world* 

And  monarchs  from  their  thrones  had  hurl’d. 
5Tis  mind*  ’tis  reafon’s  fov’reign  fway. 

That  nations  own*  and  dates  obey® 

And  what  art  thou  ?  and  what  am  I  r 
The  globe  lhall  hear  the  proud  reply.— 

Me,  fcience,  wifdom,  virtue  claim, 

And  gain  a  never-ending  fame* 

Through  me,  the  eloquence,  that  dies 
Faft  as  the  fleeting  fhadow  flies, 

To  ages  yet  unborn  (hall  lliow 

The  prielt’s  pure  zeal,  the  patriot’s  glow® 

Through  me  the  high  beheft  ye  fhare. 

That  bids  frail  man  his  fellow  fpare  ; 

And  (till  the  heavenly  thunders  roll 
**  Commit  no  murder”  on  the  foul ! 

Thou  dwell'd  among  the  mountain  rocks, 
Haunt  of  the  chamois,  and  the  fox. 

Thou  deep'd  upon  the  rugged  bed. 

Where  foaming  torrents  erft  have  fpread ; 

Thou  roam'd  along  the  bladed  heath  $ 

Or  (hades  of  plunder  and  of  death ; 

Where  murderers  ply  their  dreadful  trade. 

And  bathe  in  blood  their  reeking  blade. 

Such  is  thy  fate,  and  dar'ft  thou  then 
Compare  thee  with  the  blamelefs  pen  ? 

Scourge  of  the  weak,  but  wifdora's  Have, 

Dar'd  thou  to  threat  an  early  grave  ? 

My  waving  banners  once  unfurl'd. 

Have  launch'd  thee  o'er  a  conquer’d  world  ; 

My  breath  can  bid  the  havoc  ceafe, 

And  (heath  thy  gory  blade  in  peace. 


MY  BIRTH-DAY  ODE,  written  Aug.  22,  1749* 
To  Richard  Marlay. 

By  the  Earl  of  Charlemont. 

From  Hardy  $  Memoirs  of  his  Lordjhip . 


<  c  Eheu  l  fugaces^  Bojlhume ,  Bojlhume ,  labuntur  antdP 

TV/f  Y  Marlay  !  fee  the  rolling  years 

.Xi  A  With  certain  fpeed  our  lives  devour  | 

Each  day  its  due  proportion  bears, 

And  nearer  brings  the  fatal  hour® 
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*Tis  one-and-tvventy  years,  this  day, 

Since  firft  I  drew  my  vital  breath  5 
So  much  the  nearer  to  decay, 

So  much  have  I  approach’d  to  death. 

He  well  has  liv’d,  who,  when  the  fun 
Departing  yields  to  filent  night  ; 

Can  fay,  my  talk  this  day  is  done. 

And  let  to-morrow  feize  its  right. 

How  many  minutes,  days,  and  weeks 
My  foul  recalling  finds  mif-fpent  ; 

T’  excufe  the  lofs,  in  vain  (he  feeks. 

Of  time  for  other  purpofe  lent. 

Oh  !  could  I  but  recall  that  time  ! 

Could  I  but  live  thofe  years  again  ! 

What  then  ?  Perhaps  the  felf-fame  crime, 
Regret  again,  and  double  pain. 

The  price  of  time,  like  that  of  health  ; 

Is  feldom  known  till  each  is  loft  : 

By  want,  we  learn  to  value  wealth, 

And  wifti  for  fummer,  chill'd  by  froft. 

sTis  paft  three  years—* twill  foon  be  four. 
Since  laft  I  law  my  deareft  friend  : 

So  much  is  loft  !  and  now  they’re  o’er, 

Who  knows  if  Fate  three  more  will  lend. 

Ceafe !  Reafon,  ceafe  ;  This  feftal  day, 

In  harmlefs  pleafure  let  us  pafs  : 

One  bumper  toaft— -I’ll  (hew  the  way  ; 

’Tis  Marlay’s  health,— fill  up  the  glafs. 


SONNETS,  from  the  Italian.  By  the  Same . 

Sonnet  from  Tejii  *. 

Al  fon  di  miei  fofpiriy  e  di  mie  fiante 
Tu  purf  fono  gentil \  desto  a  pietade. 

Di  quel lay  &c. 

AT  found  of  my  complainings,  of  my  fighs, 

To  pity  rous’d,  even  thou,  O  gentle  deep, 
The  form  of  her,  who  knows  not  how  to  weep, 
Pitying  prefenteft  to  my  mental  eyes  ! 


*  Tefti  was  born  at  Ferrara  1593. 
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In  dreams  tliofe  matchlefs  charms  my  fenfe  enjoys, 

That  waking  thought  can  never  hope  to  reap ; 

Thus  on  my  heart,  thy  flitting  fliadows  heap, 

Thofe  joys  which  impious  beauty  ftill  denies  ; 

But  whither  fly’ll  thou  ?  Ah  1  thy  flight  reftrain  ! 

Alas!  this  cruel  flutt’ring  without  ceafe, 

From  her  was  learn ’d,  whofe  image  thou  didft  feign  ; 

Yet  not  from  thy  deceit  my  woes  increafe  ; 

Foolifb  and  mad  am  1,  who  thus  fuftain. 

On  images  and  lhadows  all  my  peace® 

SONNET.  From  Ludovic.  Dolce 

Mentre  raccoglie  hor’unoy  hor’altro  fiorc , 

Vicino  a  un  rio  di  chiare  t  lucid ’  ondet 
Lidia 9  &C, 

^rpWAS  on  a  ftreamleFs  flower-enamell’d  fide 
-*■  Whilft  Lydia  cull’d  the  fragrance  of  the  field, 
Lydia,  to  whom  the  prize  our  beauties  yield, 
Lydia,  of  every  ftiepherd’s  heart  the  pride  ! 

Nellling  ’twixt  flow’r  and  flower  by  chance  (he  fpied, 
Like  little  fnake,  the  God  of  love  conceal’d  ; 

In  hafte  her  braided  treafure  Hie  reveal’d  ; 

And  with  a  trefs  the  lurking  mifchief  tied. 

The  little  god,  rous’d  from  his  balmy  neft, 

With  frequent  flutterings  flruggled  to  get  free, 

And  Ihook  his  pinions,  fledg’d  with  downy  gold, 
®TiIl,  glancing  on  that  face,  by  Venus  bleft, 

Tie  me,”  he  cry’d ;  bind  fall  this  urchin  bold  ! 
For  ever  here  my  chofen  feat  lhall  be.” 

SONNET®  Front  Guar  ini. 

Qua! pellegrin%  cui  dura  ejilio  affrena . 

AS  the  poor  exile,  whom  the  tyrant’s  ire 

Has  forc’d  to  quit  his  dear,  his  native  neft, 

By  arms  furrounded,  and  with  fear  opprefs’d, 

In  pathlefs  defarts  ftiuns  the  danger  dire. 

His  fear  at  length  o’ercome  by  fond  defire, 

And  hope,  again  he  feeks  the  region  bleft 
Which  gave  him  birth  ;  but  here  the  fell  arreft 

j  Dolee  was  bom  at  Venice,  1508,  and  died  there  1568. 
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Overtakes  him,  doomed  in  tortures  to  expire. 

Thus  I,  though  fortune,  and  a  tyrant  maid. 
Have  driven  me  far  away  from  that  dear  face, 
Whofe  beauty  fed  my  heart,  ambrofial  fare  ! 

Return  to  her,  dill  fondly  hoping  grace. 

To  her,  who  mark’d  me  wretched  !  Well  aware. 
My  fond  defire  niuft  be  by  death  repaid. 


SONNET.  From  Petrarch. 

Fra  quantunque  leggiadre  doune ,  e  belle  i 
Giunge  cojleiy  ch*  al  monda  non  ha  fare, 

WHENE’ER  amidft  the  damfels,  blooming  bright. 
She  fhews  herfelf,  whofe  like  was  never  made  ; 
At  her  approach  all  other  beauties  fade, 

As  at  morn’s  orient  glow  the  gems  of  night. 

Love  feems  to  whifper,  while  to  mortal  fight. 

Her  graces  fhall  on  earth  be  yet  difplay’d. 

Life  fhall  be  blefl  ;  ’till  foon  with  her  decay’d. 
The  virtues,  and  my  reign  fhall  fink  outright. 

Of  moon,  and  fun,  fhould  nature  rob  the  fky, 

The  air  of  winds,  the  earth  of  herbs  and  lea  res. 
Mankind  of  fpeech,  and  intellectual  eye. 

The  ocean’s  bed  of  fifh,  and  dancing  waves, 

Ev’n  fo  fhall  all  things  dark  and  lonely  lye. 

When  of  her  beauty  death  the  world  bereaves. 


EULOGY  of  the  BRITISH  POETS.  From  the  Sabine  Farm. 

By  R.  Bradstreet,  Efq. 

POET  of  Reafon,  hail !  whofe  critic  force. 

Guides,  but  not  checks  the  mufe’s  winged  horfe! 

To  wed  Inftruttion  grave  with  fair  Delight, 

And  fleer  by  Reafon  Fancy’s  boldeft  flight, 

Thine  eafy,  fprightly  verfe,  more  fully  fhows 
Than  even  the  Stagyrite’s  methodic  profe. 

To  this  (t  thy  leafy  citadel  *”  retir’d, 

From  all  the  follies  which  thy  fcorn  infpir’d, 

Satire  thou  badfl,  with  lefs  ungentle  aim, 

Not  fcold,  but  fmile  thofe  follies  into  fhame ; 


*  IJbi  me  in  montes  et  in  ariem  ex  urbe  removi, 
Quid  prius  iiluftrem  fatiris  mufaque  pedeltri  ? 


Nor 


/ 


poetry. 

Nor  bluflTd  the  manners*painting  mufe,  t’  impart 
The  foibles — with  the  virtues  of  thy  heart! 

Horace  !  I  thank  that  unaffected  verfe. 

Which  deigns  fo  much,  fo  frankly  to  rehearfe  — 

As  through  the  window  of  the  hive  we  fee 
The  feat,  life,  labours,  of  the  honied  bee; 

Thy  long,  (that  window  of  thy  bread,)  has  fhown 
To  our  not  vainly  curious  eyes — thine  own  ! 

*  i 

0  could  I  fondly  hope  that  verfe  of  mine 
Might  in  a  Britilh  accent  echo  thine— 

Fain  would  my  voice  the  plealing  drain  prolong 
And  to  my  country's  ear  reverberate  the  fong  : 

Thy  moral  fong  ;  which  bids  even  virtue  charm 
With  added  grace  :  and  turns  thy  Sabine  Farm 
To  a  wild  Paradife  :  whofe  peaceful  bowers 
Outfhine  the  imperial  city’s  fmoky  towers; 

Where  Pomp,  and  Luxury,  and  Pleafure  feel. 

Care,  Pain,  and  Envy,  tread  their  reftlefs  heel. 

For  who  can  doubt— all  honour’d  as  thou  wert, 

Though  fame  and  favour  follow’d  thy  defert ; 

Though  welcom’d  to  the  bofom  and  the  board 
Of  great  Maecenas,  and  his  greater  lord  ; 

Though  not  unwont  from  bufy  Rome  to  dray. 

To  the  proud  baths  of  thy  luxurious  day  ; 

Where  pleafure  with  a  wade  of  fplendour  fhone, 

E’en  to  this  age  of  fplendid  wade  unknown— 

O  who  can  doubt,  the  moments  of  thy  life 
Mod  truly  bled,  were  dolen  from  the  drife, 

And  various  budle  of  the  city  throng, 

And  paff’d  in  this  fweet  fhade  with  folitude  and  fong  ! 
Here  from  each  harlot. blandldiment  of  Art, 

Which  fnar’d  too  oft  your  good,  but  eafy  heart ; 

To  Nature’s  limple  pleafures  unreprov’d, 

You  fled — and  pra&ic’d  here  that  virtue  which  you  lov’d. 

Horace  !  not  lefs  hath  Albion's  poet-throng, 
Retirement  deem’d  the  nurfe  of  moral  fong  ! 

Pope,  like  thyfelf  in  fortune,  tafle,  and  powers, 

Like  thee,  to  city  pomp  preferr’d  his  rural  bowers. 

What  though  no  Sabine  mountains  rife  to  bound 
The  rich,  and  peopled  plain,  that  fpreads  around 
Augufta’s  countlefs  towers  ;  where  Commerce  fpies 
With  joy,  his  thronging  malls  in  forefls  rife  : 

Pleafed  he  retir’d  where  Thames  beholds  with  pride, 
T'wick’nam's  white  villas*  gem  his  verdant  fide; 

Vol.  LII.  or  Vol.  X.  New  Series.  [3  L] 


Where 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 

Where  at  Art’s  potent  call,  the  wondering  fhade 
Obedient  rofe,  and  form’d  a  foreft  glade  : 

Where  Tafte’s  nice  hand,  fupplied  the  fparry  grot 
Which  Nature,  charm’d  with  her  own  work,  forgot. 

Here  the  bleft  bard,  apart  from  fordid  views, 

Walk’d  hand  in  hand  with  Friendfhip  and  the  Mufe : 
While  from  this  honour’d  fhade,  his  laurell’d  head. 

Or  fmil’d,  or  frown’d  prevailing  folly  dead. 

Nor  lefs,  high-thoughted  Gray  (wfio  fmote  the  lyre. 

With  Horace'  graceful  art,  and  Pindar’s  fire) 

Like  Horace,  joy’d  to  rove  the  mountain. fcene. 

Far  from  the  haunts  and  bufy  hum  of  men— 

Pleafed  to  behold  the  giant  Skiddanjo  fhroud 
His  ample  forehead  in  a  night  of  cloud  : 

Or,  through  his  rifted  rocks,  the  vaft  Ltdoar 
Hurl  the  white  headlong  thunder  ;  at  whofe  roar 
Trembles  the  bofbni  of  the  ftlver  lake; 

While  all  her  ifland-groves,  and  echoing  mountains  (hake. 


Full  of  thefe  fcenes  fublime,  the  lofty  bard 
Beheld,  O  Shenjione  !  with  too  cold  regard. 

Thy  fimply  ornamented  farm  ;  where  art 
Borrow’d  fair  nature’s  charms  to  touch  the  heart : 
As  Juno,  with  the  belt  of  Venus,  flrove 
(Not  vainly)  to  attract  her  haughty  Jove. 

Sweet,  yet  ill-fated  bard  !  to  memory  dear. 

Full  oft  the  grateful  tribute  of  a  tear, 

From  the  bright  eye  of  pitying  beauty,  flows 
O’er  the  foft  record  of  thy  tender  woes ! 

I  figh  to  think  that  ornamented  farm, 

Which  taught  our  landfcape-gardens  how  to  charm  ; 
(Gardens  that  flnce  have  fpread  from  place  to  place. 
In  fweet  contagion,  culture’s  faireft  grace,) 

Could  bid  its  fhrubs  no  healing  balin  impart. 

To  heal  the  anguifh  of  a  broken  heart. 

Imagination  fees  the  poet  rove 

Th’  Elyfian  fcene  he  learnt  on  earth  to  love  — 

Then  join  with  lighter  ftep  the  fhadowy  throng, 
Pleafed  with  the  grateful  notes  of  Mafon’s  fong. 

Mafon  /  the  rule,  the  pattern  of  that  art. 

Nature’s  fweet  mimic,  which  his  lays  impart^-* 
Bidding  each  Englifh  garden  henceforth  be. 

Fair  as  Elyfiuni,  and  as  England  free. 
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Lamented  C  gw  per !  can  the  rural  mufe 
A  fond  though  fruitlefs  tear,  to  thee  refufe  ? 

Had  not  the  daemon,  Melancholy ,  preft 
(In  Horror's  heavieft  form)  thy  guiltlefs  breafl — • 

Thy  verfe,  that  pieaftng  portrait  of  thy  mind. 

Grand,  though  minute;  though  fimple,  yet  refined; 
Perchance  had  fhewn  us  in  thy  wondrous  Tqfky 
All  the  true  critic  hopes;  but  dares  not  aik  ! 

Still  the  fweet  fong  could  aid  thee  to  endure, 

And  foothed  the  woe,  it  fail’d,  alas !  to  cure,, 

Pleafed  we  behold  thee,  where  in  better  days, 

Oufe  loiter’d  as  he  liften'd  to  thy  lays  : 

In  whofe  tmvarnifh'd  painting,  Nature  feems 
Reflected,  clear  as  in  his  cryftal  ftreams. 

Not  all  the  pomps  of  London’s  thronging  mart, 

Her  domes,  her  theatres,  her  works  of  art. 

Her  fplendid  routs,  which  thfc  firm  pavement  jar,5 
With  the  loud  knocker,  and  the  whirling  car ; 

Nor  fong,  nor  dance  which  vacant  youth  rejoice; 

Nor  graver  luft  of  wealth  and  power,  the  voice 
Of  Nature  in  thy  feeling  heart  could  drown  s 
i(  God  made  the  country  !”  and  S(  man  made  the  town/' 
Thou  faidft  ;  and  from  each  lure  by  folly  laid, 

Fledfl  with  the  Mufe  and  Virtue  to  the  (hade. 

Not  the  bright  funs  of  an  Italian  clime 
E'er  ripen'd  verfe  more  various,  fweet;  fublime. 

Than  Thomfen's  ;  while  his  Mufe,  (as  yet  obfcure) 

Trod  Winter’s  virgin  fnows — himfelf  as  pure  ! 

Him  Nature  led  through  Scotia's  fair  domain 
Of  wood,  lake,  mountain,  river,  vale;  and  plain  : 

Taught  him  green  Summer's  glowing  charms  to  ling ; 

The  fruits  of  Autumn,  and  the  flowers  of  fpring, 

And  fnatch  a  varying  plume  from  ev'ry  feafon’s  wing; 

Shall  I  dare  name  thee,  Milton  !  who  may  name 
Milton,  in  numbers  equal  to  his  fame  ? 

What  though  an  envious  darknefs  quench'd  thine  eyes; 

Thy  mighty  mind  i(  was  it’s  own  Paradife 
Revolving  all  the  forms  of  great  and  fair 
By  Genius,  Travel,  Study  treafur’d  there-*-* 

Darkling,  befide  the  ne£tar-brooks  it  ftray’d, 

That  vifit  Eden’s  flowers nor  felt  difmay’d 
To  wing  Hell's  deepeft  horrors :  wide  difplay 
The  courts  of  Heaven  ;  and  climb  the  ftarry  way 
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To  God's  own  throne:  while  filent  with  amaze, 

Archangels  on  a  mortal  feraph  gaze  : 

And  paufe  a  moment  from  eternal  praife— 

Then,  to  new  rapture,  wake  the  fong  divine, 

From  all  their  golden  harps,  in  unifon  with  thine. 

Such  are  retirements  pleafures  :  fuch  the  views 
Of  thofe  with  her  who  commune,  and  the  Mufe. 

'  ■  <  / 

Then  deem  not,  man  !  the  various  beauty  found 
Scatter'd  by  Nature's  hand  this  earth  around. 

Was  made  to  foot  he  mere  bards’,  and  painters'  dreams 
With  groves  and  grottos,  flowers  and  falling  ftreains  : 

Not  to  delight  thine  eye  alone  defign'd-— 

But  touch,  and  calm,  and  elevate  thy  mind ! 

While  Virtue,  ftill  improving,  learns  to  trace 
Her  Maker’s  image  in  fair  Nature's  face  : 

Beholds  o’er  all  his  works  the  Omnifcient  fhower 
Beneficence,  unbounded  as  his  power: 

And  rapt  upon  Love's  feraph-pinion  foars 
To  imitate  the  All-perfeft  (he  adores ! 

FUTURITY, 

i  ,  . 

From  Epijlles  on  Women ,  <wi/h  Mifcellaneom  Poems  by  Lucy  Atkin . 

“  Tell  us,  ye  dead  !  Will  none  of  you,  in  pity 
s‘  To  thofe  you  left  behind,  difclofe  the  fecret? 
s<  0  that  forae  courteous  gholt  would  blab  it  out  !’* 

Blair’s  Grave. 

RISE,  fpectres,  rife  !  fome  pitying  ghoft  appear, 

And  pour  the  grave's  dread  fecret  on  mine  ear  ! 

Ye  live,  ye  live  !  Yes,  by  the  generous  glow 
Of  Virtue  flruggling  through  a  night  of  woe  ; 

By  the  fell  tyrant  on  his  blood-ftain’d  throne; 

By  namelefs  wretchednefs  that  dies  alone  ; 

By  lovely  Hope  that  foothes  the  parting  figh  j 
By  Faith,  bright-beaming  from  the  death-fixt  eye, 

Ye  live  !  From  forth  the  narrow  dark  abode 
The  fpirit  fteals....fome  viewlefs  unknown  road 
Then,  each  fond  tie  to  earth  and  matter  broke 
By  the  free  foul,  difdainful  of  the  yoke, 

Shall  it  not  foar  on  vigorous  pens  away 

Beyond  the  ken  of  thought,  and  golden  eye  of  day  f 

Or  by  fierce  flames  from  mortal  drofs  refin’d, 

Shall  it  not  mingle  with  the  mafs  of  mind  ? 

Abforb’d  and  loft  the  old  familiar  ftore 
Of  treafuring  Memory's  many-coloured  lore. 

«► f  Or 
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Or  does  this  felf,  this  confcious  felf,  remain 
Awake  to  human  joys,  to  human  pain  ? 

Hangs  the  fond  mother  o'er  her  orphan’s  head  ? 

Cheers  the  fond  fpoufe  the  widow’s  for  rowing  bed  ? 

In  airy  watch  do  guardian  fpirits  (land. 

And  guide  our  faultering  deps,  an  angel  band  ? 

Or,  fenfelefs,  wrapt  in  lone  fepulchral  gloom, 

Sleeps  the  regardlefs  tenant  of  the  tomb 
Till  the  dread  blail  (hall  roufe  the  filent  earth, 

And  joyful  Nature  dart  to  fecond  birth, 

All  nations  waken  from  the  awful  trance. 

And  times  and  realms  in  wondering  gaze  advance, 
While  Memory’s  voice  renews  its  tuneful  found, 

And  marfhals  all  the  tribes  of  earth  around, 

Bids  frelh-reviving  feenes  falute  their  eyes, 

And  friend  with  virtuous  friend  to  lading  blifs  arife  ? 

Ceafe,  curious  thoughts  !  too  clofe  the  (hades  of  night 
Veil  the  dread  future  from  our  anxious  fight ; 

The  bolded  here  may  urge  their  courfe  in  vain. 

Nor  pafs  one  bulwark  of  the  drear  domain. 

Then, — when  the  lad  faint  panting  heaves  my  heart, 
And  weary  life  dands  fluttering  to  depart,  •  •  . . 

One  beam  of  joy  fh all  warm  my  trembling  foul. 

As  doubt’s  dun  clouds  to  awful  didance  roll ; 

Truth’s  angel  form  my  deeting  fpirit  own, 

And  fpring  to  clafp  her  in  the  world  unknown. 


MIDNIGHT  THOUGHTS.  From  the  Same. 


YE  loud-howling  tempeds,  fell  roamers  of  night, 

O  ceafe  your  intrufion,  and  leave  me  to  red  • 

I  drink  in  the  terrors  you  waft  in  your  flight, 

And  I  feel  a  rude  chill  at  my  bread. 

,  .  / 

In  fancy  I  dand  on  the  furf-beaten  fiiore  ; 

I  view  the  tod  veflel  that  reels  on  the  waves ; 

I  hear  the  wild  fhriek  and  the  groan  ....  but  ’tis  o’er  j 
It  died  'mid  the  rocks  and  the  caves. 

Yet  the  dumber  of  infancy  fmiles  at  the  blafl. 

Deep  draw’A  thou,  young  orphan,  thy  innocent  breath  ; 

Lulled  e’en  by  the  voice  of  the  fpoiler  that  pad 
To  ’whelm  fhy  lod  father  in  death. 
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I  fee  the  fierce  ftorm  fweep  the  fnow  on  the  moor  3 
It  flies  in  dim  eddies  bewildering  and  chill ; 

Ah,  traveller  !  thy  death-bed's  the  wildernefs  hoar, 
Thy  tomb  is  the  drift  of  the  hill. 

I  hear  the  poor  exile,  forgotten,  forlorn, 

Who  breathes  from  Siberia  his  famifhing  prayer  ; 
And  I  (brink  at  the  mercilefs  blaft  of  her  morn 
That  blights  the  cold  home  of  defpair* 

,Q !  ne'er  at  my  eafe  may  I  fancy  a  charm  * 

In  the  voice  of  the  tempeft  that  beats  not  on  me^ 
Ne'er  enliven  my  fafety  with  fcenes  of  alarm, 
Compofed  by  the  rage  of  the  fea. 

No j  be  cheerlefs  my  mufings,  be  broken  my  reft  3 
Let  the  outcry  of  nature  found  fad  in  my  ears  e  •  • 
Such  pitilefs  pleafure  I  chafe  from  my  breaft, 

And  quench  my  thankfgiving  in  tears. 

NECESSITY.  From  the  Same* 

YES,  I  too,  mark  with  anxious  eye 

The  world’s  great  pageant  palfing  by  ! 
Breathlefs  1  catch  the  mighty  Name 
That  fwells,  that  fills  the  trump  of  fame  | 

On  wings  of  fpeed,  with  eyes  of  fire. 

He  comes,  I  lhudder  and  admire  : 

The  battle  roars,  the  day  is  won. 

Exulting  Fortune  crowns  her  fon  ; 

Sickening  I  turn  on  yonder  plain 
To  mourn  the  widows  and  the  llain  | 

To  mourn  the  woes,  the  crimes  of  man, 

To  fearch  in  vain  the  eternal  plan, 

In  outraged  nature  claim  a  part, 

And  ponder,  defolate  of  heart, 

But,  reftlefs  long,  the  wanderer  Thought 
Returns  at  length  with  comfort  fraught  j 
And  thus,  with  look  benign,  ferene. 

Would  moralize  the  mortal  fcene. 

Weep’ft  thou  the  dead  and  who  are  they  ? 

Thofe  powerlefs  limbs,  that  fenfelefs  clay  ? 

*  Suave  man  rnagno ,  turban  tibus  tsquora  ventis , 

£  terra  magnum  alterius  vpectare  laborem. 

Lucretius. 
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Weep'll:  thou  the  dead  ?  and  canft  thou  read 
The  fpirit’s  doom,  the  fpirit’s  meed  ? 

Go,  fold  thine  arms,  and  bow  the  head 
In  reverence  o*er  their  lowly  bed ; 

Then  lift  thy  brow,  and  calmly  trull 
The  Wife,  the  Merciful,  the  Juft : 

The  widowed  ?■— yes,  they  claim  a  tear. 

Yet  comfort  meets  us  even  here  : 

’Tis  but  the  fate  of  one  Ihort  fpan 
That  lies  within  the  gripe  of  man  : 

Whatever  of  joy  the  oppreffor  Heals, 

Whate’er  of  ill  the  vi&im  feels. 

The  lapfe  of  ages  in  their  courfe 
Shall  bring  a  compenfating  force, 

Succeeding  worlds  atone  the  pall. 

And  ftrike  our  balance  right  at  laft. 

Unclench  thy  hand,  fubdue  thine  eye  ! 

Recall  thofe  curfes  loud  and  high  ! 

Tame  thy  rude  bread’s  vindiftive  fwell,  Tj 

Nor  rave  of  everlafting  hell  ! 

“  I  hate  the  oppreflor!”  fayll  thou— Hate 
A  poor,  blind,  inftrument  of  fate  ? 

Does  not  the  tyrant’s  felf  obey 
Some  feller  tyrant’s  lawlefs  fway  ? 

See  Anger  goad  his  fiery  breaft, 

Rcmorfe,  Sufpicion,  kill  his  reft  ; 

And  rather  fay,  “  Thou  fuffering  foul, 

“  Doomed  for  a  time  beneath  the  pole 
“  In  guilt,  in  fear,  Ihort  breath  to  fetch, 

“  A  hated,  folitary  wretch, — 

“  May  Death  his  friendly  ftroke  extend, 

<(  And  foon  thy  hard  commiflion  end, 

€‘  And  bear  thee  hence,  O  fweet  releafe  j  1 

To  tafte  of  innocence  and  peace  !” 

For  human  woe,  for  human  weal, 

Man  will,  man  mull,  man  ought  to  feel ; 

And  while  they  feel,  the  untutored  crowd, 

With  clamours  vehement  and  loud 
Will  rend  the  Ikies,  and  wildly  trull 
God  fhall  avenge ,  for  God  is  juft  ! 

They  fee  not  a  relilllefs  might 
Still  guide  us  on,  and  guide  us  right ; 

Forefeen  our  paftions*  utmoft  force. 

Foredoomed  our  moll  eccentric  courfe. 

We  fee m  to  will,  nor  ceafe  to  be 
Slaves  of  a  flrong  neceflity. 

[3*4] 
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This  knows  the  fage,  and  calmly  fees 
Vice,  matter’s  weaknefs  or  difeafe ; 

The  eternal  mind,  the  firft  great  caufe, 

A  power  immenfe,  but  bound  by  laws, 

Wife  all  its  ways— contriving  {fill 
The  moft  of  good,  the  leaft  of  ill, 

Redrefling  §11  it  can  redrefs, 

And  turned  to  pity  and  to  blcfs. 

Touched  by  this  faith,  his  mellowing  mind. 

From  terror  and  from  wrath  refined, 

Light  from  the  fcene  up  fprings,  and  wrought 
To  tender  ecftafy  of  thought, 

Sees  a  juft  God’s  impartial  fmile 
Relieve  the  oppreft,  reft  ore  the  vile, 

Pour  good  on  all : — with  joy,  with  love, 

He  looks  around,  he  looks  above  ; 

And  views  no  more  with  anxious  eye 
The  world’s  great  pageant  pafling  by, 

THE  DEVILS  WHO  CATCH  MEN. 

From  Tales  of  Romance  <wilh  other  Poems ,  by  Charles  A.  Elton,  Efq, 

JN  a  rock  was  his  manfion  befide  the  hoarfe  main, 

-  Whofe  dafhings  at  diftance  were  heard  t 
But  the  prince’s  foft  limbs  were  ungall’d  by  a  chain. 

He  was  ferv’d  on  the  knee  by  the  Paladin  train, 

And  was  gay  as  the  cage-prifon’d  bird. 

# 

At  his  birth  the  phyficians  were  met  in  debate, 

And  his  horofcope  earneftly  read  ; 

The  planets  were  adverfe  ;  and  fad  they  relate 
Their  fearful  conjunftion,  whofe  menancing  fate 
Now  glares  o’er  his  infantine  head. 

f*  From  his  cradle  three  luftres  mull  dark  pafs  sway, 

H  And  the  fun  mu  ft  be  hid  from  his  eyes : 
s<  If  before,  he  encounter  the  fplendour  of  day. 

The  clear  orbs  of  vifion  depriv'd  of  their  ray 
Shall  in  vain  feek.  the  light  of  the  Ikies.” 

A  mountain  was  hollow’d,  a  cavern  delv’d  wide 
With  arches  and  pillars  of  ft  one  ; 

A  fire,  that  with  cedars  blazed  fragrant,  defied 
The  damps,  that  arofe  from  the  fait  ocean-tide, 

And  with  far-llreaming  radiancy  (hone. 
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The  ivory  couches  with  purple  were  (light, 

The  walls  hung  with  arras  around  ; 

There  hawks,  hounds,  and  horfes,  were  pidured  to  fight, 
The  woods  waving  green,  and  clear  ftreams  purling  bright. 
And  huntfmen  their  horns  feem’d  to  found. 

Beaten  gold  all  the  ceiling's  arch’d  furface  o’erlaid  ; 

Birds  warbled  in  cages  of  gold  ; 

And  as  if  by  fome  minftrel’s  invifible  aid,  , 

With  mufical  echo  foft  infiruinents  play’d. 

As  the  palling  waves  outwardly  roll’d. 

The  columns  of  Hone,  that  encircled  the  cave, 

Were  fraught  with  philofophy’s  lore  ; 

In  letters  of  gold  did  a  fage  there  engrave 

The  words  of  the  wife,  and  the  deeds  of  the  brave, 

The  feats  and  the  virtues  of  yore. 

The  prince  with  a  lute  the  flow  moments  beguil’d. 

Or  the  target  was  pierced  by  his  lance  ; 

With  filent  obfervance  the  governor  fmil’d 
At  the  reftlefs  afpirings  that  wrought  in  the  child. 

And  that  flalh’d  in  the  roll  of  his  glance. 

Hark  !  timbrels  re-echo  and  dulcimers  ring  ; 

Songs  of  triumph  float  dillant  in  air  ; 

The  Paladins  enter,  the  queen  and  the  king  : 

Their  fmiies,  their  embraces,  their  bleflings  they  bring, 

The  prince  to  his  people  they  bear. 

The  fun  Ihines  in  gold,  the  broad  heavens  are  blue. 

The  waves  green  as  emerald  roll, 

The  city’s  bright  pinnacles  dazzle  his  view, 

The  crowds  thronging  thick  as  the  ftars  or  the  dew, 
Opprefs  and  bewilder  his  foul. 

O’er  the  vaft  floating  multitude  wanders  his  gaze, 

O’er  the  banners,  the  (hields,  and  the  fpears  : 

Recover’d  at  length  from  his  dazzled  amaze, 

The  gifts  which  his  parents  have  brought  he  furveys : 

And  perplexed  in  his  rapture  appears. 

There  veftments  of  filver,  and  veftments  of  gold, 

Are  gorgeoufiy  piled  on  the  plain  : 

Jn  heaps,  pearls  and  rubies  and  fapphires  are  roll’d. 

And  pictures,  and  ftatues  of  exquifite  mould, 

His  choice  with  their  beauties  detain* 
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There  Hood  gilded  chariots,  and  courfers  fnow-white 
With  trappings  of  crimfon  array'd  , 

There  mail  rich-emblaz’d  glitter’d  keen  on  his  fight, 

And  helms  in  the  pomp  and  refplendence  of  light, 

Crefted  dark  with  the  plume’s  nodding  fhade. 

Here  linger’d  the  youth  ;  but  he  lifted  his  eyes 
On  the  throng  that  aflembled  around  : 

When  fudden  he  darts  with  a  glance  of  furprife. 

His  blood  circles  fad,  and  his  breath  panting  flies. 

And  the  hollow  helm  clanks  on  the  ground. 

He  whifpers  confufed  in  the  governor’s  ear, 

“  What  creatures,  I  pray  thee,  are  thofe  ? 

“  More  foft  even  than  boys  their  mild  features  appear, 

**  They  touch  me  with  joy,  yet  they  thrill  me  with  fear, 

And  my  blood  with  ftrange  ardency  glows.” 

His  age-filver’d  head  then  Ydronicus  (hook. 

The  youth’s  hand  he  earnefily  prefied  ; 

44  Oh  !  fatal  they  are  ;  fhun  that  foul-thrilling  look, 

44  Which  already  thy  gaze  with  its  venom  hath  flruck, 

44  Left  the  poifon  fink  deep  in  thy  bread. 

44  They  with  jewels  are  deck’d,  and  in  fcarlet  are  dreft, 

44  And  their  ringlets  are  wreath’d  like  the  vine  ; 

44  Their  fhape  is  the  fir-tree’s  ;  the  fwan  is  their  bread, 

41  Full  many  a  wretch  have  their  eyes  robb’d  of  red, 

4 4  Oh  let  not  that  folly  be  thine ! 

44  But,  liden,  my  prince !  I  will  tell  thee  their  name, 

“  And  thy  pulfe  will  beat  fearfully  then  ; 

44  Thyfelf  fhall  my  wifdom  and  caution  proclaim, 

44  Oh !  fhun  as  the  plague,  as  the  fword,  and  the  flame, 

44  The  devils,  the  fnarers  of  men 

Adonias  was  mute — but  his  eyes  linger’d  yet 
On  the  damfels  that  fmiling  flood  by  : 

Their  enamouring  glances  with  his  frequent  met ; 

His  feet  feem’d  entangled  as  ’twere  with  a  net. 

And  his  heart  flruggled  foft  with  a  figh. 

My  father!  my  father!  the  gems  and  the  gold 
44  Some  other  unenvied  may  bear? 

44  But  thus  let  the  choice  of  my  fancy  be  told  ; 

Oh  !  give  me  the  devils  whom  there  I  behold, 

44  Thofe  devils  who  men  can  enfnare !” 

ANTICIPA- 


POETRY. 


['897 


ANTICIPATION.  From  the  Same. 

MOST  pleafant  is  that  rural  dwelling-place  ; 

The  eye  that  refts  upon  it  is  refrefh'd 
By  that  cool,  vernal  greennefs  ;  by  that  lawn 
Of  level  herbage,  and  thofe  trees  that  high 
Rear  their  arch’d  branches  o’er  the  {haded  roof. 

Not  wild  in  favagenefs  of  folitude 

The  circling  fcene  ;  yet  fylvan  quietude 

Breathes  o'er  thofe  thickets,  and  thefe  upland  Helds, 

^Twixt  whofe  declivities  a  ftony  brook 

Creeps  bubbling  through  the  tangled  underwood, 

And  gleams  in  diftant  funftiine  ;  the  dim  fmoke 
Of  the  far  city  with  the  landfcape  clear 
Not  unharmonious  blends.  I  love  the  fight ; 

Nor  from  the  lake  and  foreft  would  exclude 
The  diftant  tower ;  the  clouds  that  vapoury  rife 
From  human  habitations ;  they  recal 
The  bufy  intereft  of  the  living  fcene. 

Letters  and  arts,  the  focial  intercourfe 
Of  wit  i  the  cheerful  countenance  of  man. 

I  would  not  bury  in  a  hermit  vale 
The  feelings  and  the  fympathies  that  link 
Man  to  his  fellow,  nor  invoke  the  woods 
To  breathe  their  language  and  the  fenfelefs  rocks 
To  anfwer  me,  when  I  may  hear  the  voice 
Of  fellow-beings,  and  by  woman’s  fmile 
Soften  the  temper's  harfh  afperities. 

I  would  not  fit  reclufe,  till  the  worn  mind 
Prey*d  on  itfelf,  and  cheerfulnefs  was  fhunn'd 
As  an  unwifh’d  intruder.  No — to  me 
The  city  and  the  hum  of  multitudes 
Teem  with  a  ftronger  intereft  of  delight 
Than  fcenes,  however  fair,  of  folitude, 

Where  trees  are  our  companions,  and  the  clouds 
Our  foie  intelligencers.  Wherefore,  then, 

Does  the  wreath’d  woodbine  round  the  cottage  porch 
Seem  lovely  ? — -’tis  the  facrednefs  of  home 
Invefts  it  with  a  charm.  J  there  may  fit 
With  children  round  my  knees ;  and  find  at  length 
That  for  which  Jong  I  figh'd,  the  carelefs  eafe 
Of  freedom,  and  an  independent  will. 

The  turmoil  of  a  toft  and  wandering  life 
Has  weigh'd  upon  my  fpirit :  I  have  long’d 
To  throw  my  limbs  beneath  the  canopy 
Of  fome  green  oak,  and  at  the  hillock’s  foot 
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View  the  clear  brooklet  gemm’d  with  fun-beams  glide 
Among  the  hones  of  mofs  ;  for  there  the  gaze 
Roves  unconfin’d  ;  midft  mountains,  woodlands,  rocks. 
The  broad  horizon,  and  the  founding  fea, 

Freedom  is  felt  ;  but  let  the  city  fmoke 
Wreathe  its  dark  vapour  on  the  diftant  air. 

And  now  at  length  the  blifs  of  certain  hope 
Preys  on  my  thought  like  fome  unquiet  thing  : 

Yes,  were  I  pent  in  murkied  walls :  were  mine 
To  hear  no  rnufie  but  the  clafh  of  wheels ; 

Saw  I  no  moonfhine  filvering  the  deep  blue 
Of  yonder  arching  heavens,  but  the  dim  light 
Of  lamps  that  glimmer’d  through  the  fmoky  mid  ; 

Were  it  my  home,  I  there  (hould  centre  all 
Of  peace,  of  beauty,  of  content,  of  joy. 

Not  that  I  lightly  deem  of  nature’s  fcenes 
Which  in  the  painter’s  eye,  the  poet’s  mind. 

Bear  infpiration.  He  in  whom  I  live 
A  fecond  life,  child  of  my  youth,  (hall  know 
The  fcenes  of  nature  ;  and  his  foot  (hall  climb 
The  mountain,  and  (hall  print  the  ocean  (hore  : 

His  ear  (hall  drink  the  melody  of  birds, 

And  (locks  ;  of  winds,  and  rills,  and  whifpering  boughs ; 
His  eye  (hall  gaze  the  fun-fet’s  ruddy  light, 

And  grow  enamour’d  of  the  gliding  moon  ; 

And  thus  to  him  (hall  folitude  become 
A  feafon  of  all  pleafantnefs  ;  and  thoughts 
Of  virtue  (leal  through  beauty  on  his  heart : 

And  he  (hall  bear  within  himfelf  a  fpell 
To  foothe  each  grief,  and  every  bliis  refine  ; 

A  namelefs  and  infeparable  charm 
Of  lonely  joy. 

But  never  (hall  he  find 
Xhe  cot  a  cloifler  ;  nor  the  flow’ry  field 
A  wildernefs.  From  them  he  (hall  return 
With  keener  zed  to  fcenes  of  varied  life. 

And  mingle  with  his  kind.  His  reafon  thus 
Shall  kindle,  and  his  faculties  difcern 
Vice  in  its  naked  horror.  Wifdom  then 
Shall  be  his  guard  ;  and  in  the  walks  of  men 
The  leflbns  of  experience  (hall  be  found. 

That  midft  the  woods  and  fields  are  fought  in  vain. 
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ADDRESS  ta  the  THAMES. 

s' 

From  the  Genius  of  the  Thames,  a  Lyric  Poem ,  l>y  T.  L»  Peacock 

ALONG  thy  courfe  no  pine. clad  fteep. 

No  Alpine  fummits,  proudly  tower  | 

No  woods,  impenetrably  deep, 

O’er  thy  pure  mirror  darkly  lower  5 
The  orange-grove,  the  myrtle-bower, 

The  vine  in  rich  luxuriance  fpread ; 

The  charms  Italian  meadows  fliower; 

The  Tweets  Arabian  vallies  filed  ; 

The  roaring  catarad,  wild  and  white ; 

The  lotos-flower,  of  azure  light ; 

The  fields  where  ceafelefs  fummer  fmiles ; 

The  bloom,  that  decks  the  (Lean  ifies ; 

The  hills,  that  touch  the  empyreal  plain, 

Olympian  Jove’s  fublime  domain  ; 

To  other  ftreams  all  thefe  refign : 

Still  none,  oh  Thames  !  {hall  vie  with  thine. 

For  what  avails  the  myrtle  bower. 

Where  beauty  refts  at  noon-tide  hour  ; 

The  orange-grove,  where  blooms  exhale 
Rich  perfume  on  the  ambient  gale  ; 

And  all  the  charms,  in  bright  array, 

Which  happier  climes  than  thine  difplay  ? 

Ah  !  what  avails,  that  heaven  has  rolled 
A  filver  ftream  o’er  fands  of  gold, 

And  decked  the  plain,  and  reared  the  grove, 

Fit  dwelling  for  primeval  love  ; 

If  man  defile  the  beauteous  fcene, 

And  ftain  with  blood  the  fmiling  green  ; 

If  man’s  worft  pafiions  there  arife, 

To  counteract  the  favouring  Ikies  ; 

If  rapine  there,  and  murder  reign, 

And  human  tigers  prowl  for  gain, 

And  tyrants  foul,  and  trembling  Haves, 

Pollute  their  {hores,  and  curfe  their  waves  ? 

Far  other  charms  than  thefe  po fiefs, 

Oh  Thames  !  thy  verdant  margin  blefs  ; 

Where  peace,  with  freedom  hand-in-hand. 

Walks  forth  along  the  fparkling  ftrand. 

And  cheerful  toil  and  glowing  health, 

Proclaim  a  patriot  nation’s  wealth. 
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The  blood-ftained  fcourgeno  tyrants  wield  t 
No  groaning  Haves  invert  the  field  : 

But  willing  labour’s  careful  train 
Crowns  all  thy  banks  with  waving  grain. 

With  beauty  decks  thy  fylvan  (hades. 

With  livelier  green  inverts  thy  glades. 

And  grace,  and  bloom,  and  plenty,  pours 
On  thy  fweet  meads  and  willowy  (hores. 

The  field,  where  herds  unnumbered  rove. 

The  laurelled  path,  the  beechen  grove. 

The  oak,  in  lonely  grandeur,  free, 

Lord  of  the  foreft  and  the  fea  ; 

The  fpreading  plain,  the  cultured  hill, 

The  tranquil  cot,  the  reftlefs  mill  ; 

The  lonely  hamlet,  calm  and  ftill ; 

The  village  fpire,  the  bufy  town. 

The  (helving  bank,  the  rifing  down, 

The  firtier’s  boat,  the  peafant’s  home. 

The  woodland  feat,  the  regal  dome. 

In  quick  fuccefiion,  rife  to  charm 
The  mind  with  virtuous  feelings  warm, 

Till,  where  the  widening  current  glides 
To  mingle  with  the  turbid  tides. 

Thy  fpacious  bread  difplays  unfurled 
The  enfigns  of  the  afiembled  world. 

Throned  in  Augurta’s  ample  port 
Imperial  commerce  holds  her  court, 

And  Britain’s  power  fublimes: 

To  her  the  breath  of  every  breeze 
Conveys  the  wealth  of  fubjeft  feas. 

And  tributary  climes. 

Adventurous  courage  guide  the  helm 
From  every  part  of  every  realm  : 

Through  gales  that  rage,  and  waves  that  whelm 
Unnumbered  velfels  ride  ; 

Till  all  their  various  enfigns  fly', 

Beneath  Britannia’s  milder  (ley. 

Where  roves,  O  Thames !  the  patriot^  eye 
O’er  thy  refulgent  tide. 

The  treafures  of  the  earth  are  thine  : 

For  thee  Golcondian  diamonds  (hine  : 

For  thee,  amid  the  dreary  mine, 

The  patient  fufferers  toil  : 

Thy  Tailors  roam,  a  dauntlefs  hort. 

From  northern  Teas  to  India’s  coaft, 

And  bear  the  richert  (tores  they  boart 
To  blefs  their  native  foil. 
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O’er  ftates  and  empires  near  and  far, 

While  rolls  the  fiery  fcourge  of  war. 

Thy  country’s  wealth  and  power  increafe. 
Thy  vales  and  cities  frnile  in  peace  : 

And  {fill  before  thy  gentle  gales, 

The  laden  bark  of  commerce  fails  ; 

And  down  thy  flood,  in  youthful  pride, 

Thofe  mighty  veffels  flernly  glide, 

Deftined,  amid  the  tempeft’s  rattle, 

To  hurl  the  thunderbolt  of  battle, 

To  guard  in  danger’s  hotteft  hour, 

Britannia’s  old  prefcriptive  power. 

And  through  winds,  floods,  and  fire,  maintain 
Her  native  empire  of  the  main. 


The  DRUID’S  PROPHECY.  From  the  Same . 

THE  fcene,  the  form,  the  a&  combined, 

A  moment  on  the  Roman’s  mind 
An  enervating  influence  poured  : 

But  to  himfelf  again  reftored, 

Unfpringing  light,  he  grafped  his  foe, 

And  checked  the  meditated  blow, 

And  dafhed  his  arm  afide  : 

Ill-fated  Druid,  doubly-foiled ! 

Full  on  himfelf  his  fteel  recoiled, 

And  from  his  deep-ftruck  bofom  boiled 
The  life-blood’s  crimfon  tide. 

The  vital  ft  ream  flowed  fall  away. 

And  ftained  Andrafte’s  altars  grey. 

More  ghaftly  pale  his  features  dire 
Gleamed  in  that  blue  funereal  fire  : 

The  death-mifts  from  his  brow  diftilled: 

And  ftiil  his  eyes  ftrange  luftre  filled, 

That  feemed  to  pierce  the  fecret  fprings 
Of  unimaginable  things. 

No  longer  with  malignant  glare. 

Revenge  unfated  gliftened  there,  . 

And  deadly  rage,  and  ftern  defpair  : 

Ail  trace  of  evil  paffions  fled. 

He  feemed  to  commune  with  the  dead, 

And  draw  from  them,  without  alloy, 

The  raptures  of  prophetic  joy. 

A  fudden  breeze  his  temples  fanned  : 

His  harp,  untouched  by  human  hand. 
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Sent  forth  a  found,  a  thrilling  found, 

That  rang  through  all  the  myftic  round  ; 

The  incenfe-flame  rofe  broad  and  bright. 

In  one  wide  ft  ream  of  meteor  light. 

He  knew  what  power  illumed  the  blaze. 

What  fpirits  fwept  the  firings  along  ; 

Full  on  the  youth  his  kindling  gaze 
He  fixed,  and  poured  his  foul  in  fong. 


Roman  !  life’s  declining  tide 
From  my  bofom  ebbs  a-pace  : 
Vengeance  have  the  gods  denied 
For  the  ruin  of  my  race. 

Triumph  not :  awhile  delayed, 

Sleeps  the  ftorm  in  central  (hade. 

Doomed  to  burft,  in  fated  hour. 

On  the  pride  of  Roman  power. 

Sweetly  beams  the  morning  ray, 

Proudly  falls  the  noon. tide  glow, 

See  !  beneath  the  doling  day 

Storm-clouds  darken,  whirlwinds  blow! 
Sun. beams  gild  the  tranquil  fhore  j 
Hark  !  the  midnight  breakers’  roar  ! 

O’er  the  deep  by  tempeft  torn, 
hrieks  of  fh  ip  wrecked  fouls  are  borne  l 

Queen  of  earth,  imperial  Rome* 

Rules  in  boundlefs  fway  confefled. 

From  the  day-ftar’s  orient  dome. 

To  the  limits  of  the  weft. 

Proudeft  work  of  mortal  hands. 

The  Eternal  City  ftands  : 

Bound  in  her  all-circling  fphere, 

Monarchs  kneel  and  nations  fear. 

Hark  !  the  ft  ream  of  ages  raves. 

Gifted  eyes  its  courfe  behold  : 

Down  its  all-abforbing  waves. 

Mightier  kings  and  chiefs  are  rolled. 
Every  work  of  human  pride, 

Sapt  by  that  eternal  tide 
Shall  the  raging  current  fweep, 

Towards  oblivion’s  boundlefs  deep. 
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Confident  in  wide  control, 

Rome  beholds  that  torrent  flow., 
Heedlefs  how  the  waters  roll. 

Wafting,  mining,  as  they1  go. 

That  fiire  torrent  Taps  at  length 
Walls  of  adamantine  ftrength: 

Down  its  eddies,  wild  fhal!  pais 
Domes  of  marble,  towers  of  b raft. 

As  the  failor’s  fragile  bark, 

Beaten  by  the  adverfe  breeze. 

Sinks  afar,  and  leaves  no  mark 
Of  its  paflage  o’er  the  Teas  ; 

So  (hall  Rome’s  coloffal  fvvay 
In  the  lapfe  of  time  decay. 

Leaving  of  her  ancient  fame. 

But  the  memory  of  a  name, 

€ 

'Vainly  raged  the  ftorms  of  Gaul 
Round  dread  Jove’s  Tarpeian  dome  s 
See  in  flames  the  fabric  fall  ! 

?Tis  the  funeral  pyre  of  Rome ! 
Red-armed  vengeance  rulhes  forth 
In  the  whirlwinds  of  the  north: 

From  her  hand  the  fceptre  riven 
To  tranfalpine  realms  is  given, 

Darknefs  veils  the  fire  am  of  time 
As  the  wrecks  of  Rome  diflolve  ; 
Years  of  anarchy  and  crime 
In  barbaric  night  revolve. 

But  the  morning  breaks  again  : 

Peace  refumes  her  ancient  reign ; 
Science  holds  her  facred  fway 
In  the  fields  of  orient  day. 


Long  from  earth  by  difcord  driven, 

Where  {hall  Freedom  build  her  home  t 
Where  (hall  Peace,  the  child  of  heaven. 

Reft  at  laft,  and  ceafe  to  roam  ? 

Where  the  conquered  ocean  roars 
Round  my  country’s  chalky  fhores ; 

Where  the  foftering  fun- beams  fmile 
On  the  fea-god’s  favorite  ifle  ! 

Vol,  LII,  or  Vol,  X,  New  Series.  [3  M]  Hail  l 
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Hail !  all  hail !  my  native  land ! 

Long  thy  courfe  of  glory  keep : 
Long  thy  fovereign  fails  expand 
O’er  the  fubjugated  deep  ! 

When  of  Rome’s  unbounded  reign 
Dull  and  (hade  alone  remain, 

Thou  rhy  head  divine  (halt  raife, 
Through  interminable  days. 

Death-mifts  hover  :  voices  rife  : 

I  obey  the  fummons  dread  : 

On  the  (lone  my  life  blood  dyes. 

Sinks  to  reft  my  weary  head. 

Far  from  fcenes  of  night  and  woe, 

To  eternal  groves  I  go, 

.Where  for  me  my  brethren  wait, 

By  Andrade’s  palace  gate. 


APOSTROPHE  TO  SCIENCE. 

From  the  Same, 

^  . 

OH  I  fun-crowned  Science  l  child  of  heaven ! 

To  wandering  man  by  angels  given  ! 

Still,  nymph  divine  l  on  mortal  fight 
Diffufe  thy  intelle&ual  light, 

Till  all  the  nations  own  thy  fway, 

And  drink  with  joy  the  dreams  of  day  ! 

Yet  loved  thou,  maid  !  alone  to  rove. 

In  cloifter  dim,  or  polifhed  grove 
Where  academic  domes  are  feen 
Emerging  gray  through  foliage  green  ? 

Oh  !  haft  thou  not  thy  hermit  feat, 

Embofomed  deep  in  mountains  vaft. 

Where  fome  fair  valley’s  dill  retreat 
Repels  the  north's  impetuous  blaft  ? 

The  falling  dream  there  murmurs  by  : 

The  tufted  pine  waves  broad  and  high: 

And  mufing  Silence  fits  beneath. 

Where  fcarce  a  zephyr  bends  the  heath, 

And  hears  the  breezes  loud  and  ftrong, 

Sound  the  topmoft  boughs  among. 

There  Peace  her  veftal  lamp  difplays, 
Undimmed  by  mad  Ambition’s  blaze. 

And  fhuns  in  the  fequeftered  glen, 

The  dorms  that  (hake  the  haunts  of  men, 
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Where  mean  intrigue,  and  fordid  gain* 

And  phrenzied  war's  erifanguined  reign-. 

And  narrow  cares,  and  wrathful  ft  rife, 

Dry  up  the  fweeteft  fprings  of  life. 

Oh !  might  my  fteps,  that  darkly  roam* 

Attain  at  laft  thy  mountain  home. 

And  reft,  from  earthly  trammels  free, 

With  Peace,  and  Liberty,  and  thee  ! 

Around  while  faction's  tempefts  fweep* 

Like  whirlwinds  o'er  the  wintry  deep. 

And,  down  the  headlong  vortex  torn, 

The  vain,  mis-judging  crowd  is  borne ; 

^Twere  fweet  to  mark,  re-echoing  far* 

The  rage  of  the  eternal  war. 

That  dimly  heard,  at  diftance  fwelling, 

Endears  but  not  difturbs  thy  dwelling. 

Hut,  Tweeter  yet,  oh  trebly  fweet ! 

Were  thofe  bleft  paths  of  calm  retreat. 

Might  mutual  love's  endearing  fmile. 

The  lonely  hour  of  life  beguile  1 
Love,  fweeteft  link  of  nature’s  chain, 

True  fource  of  pleafure,  balm  of  pain  ! 

Whofe  fpicy  breath  and  dewy  wing 
Give  fragrance  to  the  gales  of  fpring  5 
Whofe  ftarry  torch  and  kindling  eye. 

Add  luftre  to  the  fummer  Iky  ; 

Whofe  tender  accents  cheer  the  day* 

When  autumn’s  wafting  breezes  fway  ; 

Whofe  heavenly  flame  the  bofom  warms. 

When  freezing  winter  wakes  in  ftorms  l 
Not  in  the  glittering  hall  of  pride. 

Where  fpleen,  and  fullen  pomp  refide  ; 

Around  though  Paphian  odours  breathe, 

Atid  Fafhion  twines  her  fading  wreath* 

Young  Fancy  wakes  her  native  grace, 

Nor  Love  ele&s  his  dwelling-place. 

But  in  the  lone,  romantic  dell, 

Where  the  rural  Virtues  dwell, 

Where  the  Sylvan  genii  roam, 

Mutual  love  may  find  a  home. 

Hope,  with  raptured  eye,  is  there. 

Weaving  wreaths  of  pictured  air  s 
Smiling  Fancy  there  is  found 
Tripping  light  on  fairy  ground, 

Liftening  oft,  in  pine-walks  dim, 

To  the  wood-nymph's  evening  hymn. 

[3  M  2J 
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When  the  northern  breezes  blow. 

When  the  ground  is  white  with  fnow. 

Then  the  diflant  traveller  sees  . 

There  ftnoke  curl  high  o’er  bending  trees ; 

By  beauty,  by  the  focial  fire, 

Awakes  to  life  the  artlefs  lyre. 

And  fweetly  pours  with  fond  employ. 

The  fimple  lays  of  rural  joy. 

x  f  (  '  !' 

\  • 

STANZAS  WRITTEN  AT  SEA. 

7  ' 

From  the  fame . 

THOU  white  rolling  Tea  !  from  thy  foam-crefled  billows^ 
That  refllefsly  flafh  in  the  filver  moon-beam. 

In  fancy  I  turn  to  the  green-waving  willows. 

That  rife  by  the  fide  of  my  dear  native  ftream, 

Where  foftly  in  moonlight  foft  waters  are  playing, 

Which  light-breathing  zephyrs  fymphonioufly  fweep ; 
While  here  the  loud  wings  of  the  north  wind  are  fwayirig, 
And  whirl  the  white  fpray  of  the  wild-dafhing  deep. 

Sweet  fcenes  of  my  childhood  !  with  tender  emotion, 

Kind  memory,  {till  wakeful,  your  femblance  pourtrays. 
And  I  figh,  as  I  turn  from  the  wide  beaten  ocean. 

To  the  paths  where  I  roam’d  in  my  infantine  days. 

In  fancy  before  me  the  pine-boughs  are  waving. 

Beneath  whofe  deep  canopy  milling  I  ftray’d  ; 

In  cryftalline  waters  their  image  is  laving, 

And  the  friends  of  my  bofom  repofe  in  their  {hade. 

Ye  fair  fpreading  fields,  which  fertility  bleffes  1 
Ye  rivers  that  murmur  with  mufical  chime ! 

Ye  groves  of  dark  pine,  in  whofe  facred  recedes 
The  nymph  of  romance  holds  her  vigils  fublime  ! 

Ye  heath-mantled  hills,  in  lone  wildnefs  afcending  ! 

Ye  vallies,  true  manfions  of  peace  and  repofe  ! 

Ever  green  be  your  fhades,  nature’s  children  defending 
Where  liberty  fweetens  what  labour  bellows. 

O  bleft,  trebly  blelt,  is  the  peafant’s  condition  ! 

From  courts  and  from  cities  reclining  afar, 

He  hears  not  the  fummons  of  fenfelefs  ambition, 

The  tempelts  of  ocean,  and  tumult  of  war. 

Round  the  ftandard  of  battle  though  thoufands  may  rally. 
When  the  trumpet  of  glory  is  pealing  aloud, 

He  dwells  in  the  fhade  of  his  own  native  valley, 

And  turns  the  fame  earth  which  his  forefathers  plough'd^ 
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In  realms  far  remote  while  the  merchant  is  toiling* 

In  learch  of  that  wealth  he  may  never  enjoy  ; 

The  jand  of  his  foes  while  the  foldier  is  fpoiling, 

When  honour  commands  him  to  rife  and  deftroy  ; 

Through  mountainous  billows,  with  whirlwinds  contending, 
While  the  mariner  bounds  over  wide-raging  feas  ; 

Still  peace,  o’er  the  peafant  her  mantle  extending* 

Brings  health  and  content  in  the  figh  of  the  breeze. 

And  happy,  who,  knowing  the  world  and  its  treafures. 

Far,  far  from  his  home  its  allurements  repels, 

And  leaves  its  vain  pomps  and  fantaftical  pleafures, 

For  the  woodlands  where  wifdom  with  folitude  dwells. 

With  the  follies  of  cufiom  difdaining  compliance. 

He  leaves  not  his  country  falfe  riches  to  find  ; 

But  content  with  the  blefiings  of  nature  and  fcience. 

He  pants  for  no  wealth,  but  the  wealth  of  the  mind. 


The  beauties  are  his  of  the  fweet-blufliing  morning. 

The  dew-fpangled  .field,  and  the  lark’s  matin. fong. 

And  his  are  the  charms  the  full  forefi  adorning, 

When  fport  the  noon-breezes  its  branches  among  ; 

And  his,  fweeter  yet,  is  the  twilight  of  even. 

When  melts  the  foft  blufh  from  the  far-flafhing  floods  ; 
And  fancy  defcends  from  the  wefterly  heaven, 

To  talk  with  the  fpirit  that  fings  in  the  woods. 

In  fome  hermit-vale  had  kind  defiiny  placed  me, 

’Mid  thefilenee  of  nature  all  lonely  and  drear. 

Oh,  ne’er  from  its  covert  ambition  had  chafed  me; 

To  join  the  vain  crowd  in  its  phrenfied  career  ! 

In  the  haunts  of  the  forefi  my  fancy  is  dwelling. 

In  the  mvftical  glade  by  the  lone  river’s  fhore, 

Though  wandering  afar  where  the  night-breeze  is  fvvelling, 
And  waters  unbounded  tumultuoufly  roar. 


I  hail  thee,  dark  ocean,  in  beauty  tremendous  ! 

I  love  the  hoarfe  dafii  of  thy  far-founding  waves  ! 
But  he  feels  molt  truly  thy  grandeur  ftupendous. 
Who  in  folitude  fits  ’mid  thy  furf-beaten  caves. 
From  thy  cliffs  and  thy  caverns  majefiic  and  hoary. 
Be  mine  to  look  forth  on  thy  boundlefs  array. 
Alone  to  look  forth  on  thy  vafi-rolling  glory, 

And  hear  the  deep  le lions  thy  thunders  convey® 

[3^3] 
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But  hope  foftly  whifpers,  on  moon-beams  defcending, 
Defpond  not,  oh  mortal !  thy  forrows  are  vain  : 

The  heart,  which  misfortune  and  abfence  are  rending. 
Love,  friendfhip,  and  home,  fhall  enrapture  again. 
Though  the  night-billows  rave  to  the  tempeft’s  commotion^ 
In  the  mild  breath  of  morning  their  fury  fhall  ceafe  ; 
And  the  veficl,  long  tolled  on  the  ftorm- troubled  ocean^ 
£hall  furl  her  torn  fails  in  the  harbour  of  peace* 
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Hiftoty  of  Brazil.  By  Robert 
Southey.  Part  the  Pirji.  4to. 

HPO  trace  a  colony,  in  its  pro- 
grefs  from  what  may  be  call¬ 
ed  its  feminal  Hate  up  to  the  ful- 
nefs  of  its  growth,  and  its  final 
expansion  into  felf-governed  em¬ 
pire,  is  one  of  the  mod  interefting 
occupations  on  which  the  mind  can 
be  employed.  Of  its  annals,  the 
firft  and  the  laft  parts,  its  ftruggles 
for  exigence,  and  its  ftruggles  for 
independence,  are  the  moft  worthy 
of  notice ;  and,  of  thefe,  the 
former  is,  perhaps,  that  which  in 
the  ftrongeft  degree  affefts  the 
reader.  The  novelty  and  rudenefs 
of  the  fcene,  the  boldnefs  of  a  few 
individuals  in  fettling  upon  an  un¬ 
known  and  dangerous  land,  their 
privations,  their  hopes  and  fears, 
their  eontefts,  their  efforts,  their 
gradual  gaining  ground,  and  the 
confequent  mouldering  away  of  the 
native  mafters  of  the  foil,  are  all 
circumftances  which  are  eminently 
calculated  to  rivet  attention  ;  be- 
caufe,  with  the  truth  of  hiftory, 
they  blend  the  wildnefs  and  the 
other  ftimulant  qualities  of  ro¬ 
mance. 

The  early  hiftory  of  Brazil  at 
leaft  equals  in  ftrangenefs  and. 
abundance  of  event  that  of  any 
other  colony.  In  Mr.  Southey  it 
has  foupd  a  writer  capable  of 
doing  juft  ice  to  it.  He  has  even 


performed  more  than  he  was  called 
upon  to  perform  :  (i  Something 
more  than  the  title  promifes,” 
fays  he,  st  is  comprized  in  the 
prefent  work.  It  relates  the  foun¬ 
dation  and  progrefs  of  the  adja¬ 
cent  Spanifh  provinces,  the  affairs 
of  which  are  in  later  times  infepa- 
rably  connefted  with  thofe  of 
Brazil.  The  fubjeCi  may  there¬ 
fore  be  confidered  as  including  the 
whole  trad  of  country  between 
the  rivers  Plata,  Paraguay,  and 
Orellana,  or  the  Amazons,  and 
extending  eaftward  towards  Peru, 
as  far  as  the  Portugneze  have  ex^- 
tended  their  fettiements  or  their 
difcoveries.” 

In  addition  to  all  the  printed 
materials  which  were  accefiible  to 
him,  and  he  has  been  diligent  in 
the  fearch  of  them,  Mr.  Southey 
has  been  aided  by  a  collection  of 
manufcripts,  not  lefs  extend  ve  than 
curious,  and  which  is  not  to  be 
equalled  in  England  ;  a  collection 
made  by  a  relation,  during  a  reft- 
dence  of  more  than  thirty  years  in 
Portugal,’* 

The  firft  volume  confifts  of  fe- 
venteen  chapters,  and  brings  down 
the  hiftory  of  Brazil  from  the 
difcovery  of  the  country,  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1500,  to  the  year  1639. 

Brazil  was  difcovered,  on  the 
26th  of  January,  1500,  by  Vicente 
Yanez  Pinzon,  who,-'  feven  years 
before,  had  failed  with  Columbus., 
[3  M  4]  at 
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as  one  of  his  officers.  He  depart¬ 
ed  with  three  fhips  from  Palos,  in 
fearch  of  new  realms,  was  a  flailed 
by  tempeds,  and  the  drd  land 
which  he  faw  was  Cape  St.  Auguf- 
tine’s.  He  coafted  along  to  the 
north,  till  he  came  to  a  great 
river,  where  he  fent  four  boats  on 
fhore,  the  crews  of  which  met  with 
a  party  of  natives,  who  attempt- 
ed  to  feize  one  of  the  Spaniards, 
but  had  reafon  to  repent  of  their 
xafhnefs  and  treachery.  ((  Though 
neither  large  nor  robud,  he  de¬ 
fended  himfeif  with  his  fword  and 
fhield  to  the  admiration  of  his 
comrades,  who  hadened  to  his  af- 
fiftance,  and  fucceeded  in  refcuing 
him,  but  with  great  lofs.  The 
favages  with  their  deadly  archery 
flew  eight,  wounded  many  more, 
and  purfued  them  to  their  boats. 
Not  fatisfied  with  this  fuccefs, 
they  attacked  the  boats.  It  was 
then  that,  being  naked,  they  felt 
the  edge  of  European  fwords.  But 
nothing  deterred  them  ;  they  rufh- 
e'd  on  like  wild  beads,  defpifing 
wounds  and  death  ;  followed  the 
boats  even  when  they  had  put  off, 
dived  after  them,  and  fairly  won 
one,  having  flam  the  captain,  and 
driven  out  the  crew.  Scarcely  a 
man  got  off  without  a  wound,  and 
had  the  arrows  of  the  natives  been 
poifoned,  fcarcely  one  could  have 
efcaped.,> 

After  this  inaufpicious  begin¬ 
ning,  they  proceeded  along  the 
fhore,  and  came  to  what  they  call¬ 
ed  a  fea  of  frefh  water,  but  which 
was,  in  reality,  the  mouth  of  the 
mighty  river  Maranham,  or  Ama¬ 
zons.  On  fome  of  the  iflands  in 
the  dream,  they  met  with  a  hof- 
pitable  reception  from  the  natives, 
which  they  bafely  repaid,  by  feiz- 
ing  thirty  of  them,  to  fell  as  Haves. 


They  were  next  put  to  great 
danger,  at  the  entrance  of  another 
river,  by  the  furious  rufh  of  the 
tide,  flmilar  in  effeid  to  the  Bore 
or  Hyger  of  the  Severn,  but  infi¬ 
nitely  more  violent,  Pinzon  then 
recroffed  the  line,  fhaped  his 
courfe  to  the  Wed  Indies,  and  at 
length,  after  lofing  two  of  his 
fhips  by  the  way,  reached  Europe, 
carrying  with  him  fome  indifferent 
fpecimens  of  cinnamon  and  ginger, 
and  a  large  cargo  of  Brazil  wood 
from  Paria.  He  believed  that  the 
land  which  he  had  vifited  was  not 
an  idand,  but  that  it  was  extra  Gan- 
getic  India,  and  that  he  had  failed 
beyond  the  great  city  of  Cathay. 

While  Pinzon  was  on  his  way 
to  Europe,  Brazil  was  re-difco- 
vered,  and  taken  poffeffton  of  by 
the  Portugueze,  to  whom,  indeed, 
it  belonged,  according  to  the  fa¬ 
mous  papal  line  of  demarcation  ; 
at  lead  as  far  as  any  right  could  be 
given  by  papal  authority.  It  was 
chance,  however,  that  led  them  to 
Brazil.  On  the  return  of  Vafco 
de  Gama  from  India,  Pedro  Al¬ 
varez  Cabral  was  fent  out,  with  a 
fecond  and  far  more  powerful  ex¬ 
pedition.  Standing  to  the  wed- 
ward,  in  order  the  better  to  double 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Cabral 
was  driven  by  dorms  to  the  Bra¬ 
zilian  coad,  with  which  he  fell  in 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1500;  and 
he  ran  down  it  till  he  reached 
Porto  Seguro,  in  latitude  1 6°,  30  S. 
His  pilot  imagined  it  to  be  a  large 
idand.  Cabral  landed,  faid  mafs, 
contrived  to  conciliate  fome  of  the 
favages  by  prefents,  eretded  a  done 
crofs,  as  a  mark  of  poffedion,  gave 
to  the  territory  the  name  of  Santa 
Cruz,  fupplied  himfeif  with  water, 
and  then  deered  for  India.  He 
left  behind  him  two  criminals,  one 
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of  whom  lived,  and  afterwards 
ferved  as  an  interpreter. 

Thus,  as  Mr.  Southey  remarks, 
C(  America  was  now  no  longer  to 
be  concealed  from  Europe,  and  its 
difcovery  would  have  been  efte&ed 
by  the  agency  of  the  elements,  if 
Columbus  had  not  fecured  that  glory 
for  human  intelled:.’9 

Three  fhips,  under  Amerigo 
Vefpucci,  were  immediately  fent 
out  by  the  Fortugueze  monarch, 
to  explore  this  new  dominion. 
Vefpucci  failed  in  May  1501,  and, 
after  a  voyage  of  three  months, 
forty-four  days  of  which  was  a 
continual  tempeft,  he  made  the 
Brazilian  coaft  in  latitude  five  de¬ 
grees  fouth,  juft  when  their  pro- 
vifions  were  failing,  and  their 
ftrength  was  exhaufted.  A  boat 
was  difpatched  from  the  fhips,  and 
the  Tailors  left  bells  and  looking- 
glafles  on  the  ground,  to  allure 
the  natives,  feme  of  whom  had 
been  feen  on  a  hill.  The  next 
morning  the  favages  came  down, 
and  two  failors  volunteered  to  ac¬ 
company  them  into  the  interior, 
to  ascertain  whether  the  land  pro¬ 
duced  gold  or  fpice.  In  feven 
days'  time  the  favages  re-appeared, 
and  a  man  was  put  on  fhore  to  par¬ 
ley  with  them.  Him  they  killed, 
roafted,  and  devoured,  in  light  of 
the  Portuguefe,  to  whom  they  in¬ 
timated  by  figns,  that  they  had 
aifo  devoured  the  two  failors. 
Vefpucci  quitted  this  inhofpitable 
ftrand,  and  kept  along  the  coaft 
till  he  had  advanced  as  far  as  32 
degrees  of  fouth  latitude.  He 
trafficked  with  the  natives,  who 
welcomed  him  every  where  ;  but 
who,  neverthelefs,  were  cannibals. 
Human  flelh,  they  faid,  was  good  ; 
fo  good  that  it  gave  them  an  ap¬ 
petite  ;  and  one  of  them  boafted 
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that  he  had  partaken  of  the  bodies 
of  three  hundred  enemies.  Natu¬ 
rally  comely  in  their  petfons,  they 
deformed  themfelves  by  perforat¬ 
ing  their  lips,  noftrils,  and  cheeks, 
that  they  might  hang  ornaments 
in  the  holes.  u  One  man,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  had  feven  holes  in  his 
face,  each  big  enough  to  hold  a 
damafeene  plumb,  and  the  {tones 
which  he  carried  in  them  weighed 
fixteen  ounces. ”  The  women  were 
allowed  to  bore  only  their  ears  ; 
but  they  indemnified  themfelves 
for  the  reftriCdon,  by  loading 
them  as  much  as  pofiSble  with 
bones,  fo  that  their  ears  became 
i(  greatly  elongated,  and  with 
thefe  pendants,  looked  at  a  dif- 
tance  like  the  ears  of  a  fpaniek” 

When  they  advanced  as  far  as 
the  latitude  32°,  finding  no  figns 
of  the  precious  metals,  Vefpucci 
determined  to  ftrike  out  to  fea, 
and  he  ftood  to  the  fouthward  as 
high  as  5  20,  carefully  noting 
down  the  ftars  of  this  new  hemif- 
phere.  Had  he  purfued  his  route 
a  few  degrees  farther,  he  would 
have  anticipated  Magalhaens,  and 
been  the  firft  to  enter  the  fouth 
fea.  The  roughnefs  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  and  the  extreme  cold,  deter¬ 
mined  him,  however,  to  return 
home  •,  and  accordingly  he  failed 
for  Lilhon,  where  he  arrived  after 
an  abfence  of  fixteen  months. 

In  the  fpring  of  1 503  Amerigo 
again  failed  for  Lilbon,  with  fix 
ftiips,  for  the  purpofe  of  difeover- 
ing  i(  a  certain  iiland  called  Mel- 
eha,  which  was  fuppofed  to  lie 
weft  of  Calicut,  and  to  be  as  fa¬ 
mous  a  mart  in  the  commerce  of 
the  Indian  world,  as  Cadiz  was 
in  Europe.’*  This  imaginary 
iiland  Mr.  Southey  believes  to 
have  been  Malacca.  In  this  voy¬ 
age 
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age  all  the  fhips  were  loft,  except 
that  which  contained  Vefpucci. 
Me  put  into  the  Bay  of  Ail  Saints, 
and  after  having  waited  there  fome 
time  for  his  companions,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  a  port  in  i8°S.  350  W.  of 
Lifbon,  where  he  remained  five 
months,  and  built  a  fort,  in  which 
he  left  four  and  twenty  men,  with 
proviflons  for  fix  months,  artillery 
and  arms.  Then,  having  taken  in 
a  cargo  of  Brazil  wood,  he  fhaped 
his  courfe  to  Portugal.  Thefe 
twenty-four  men  were  the  firft 
European  fettlers  in  Brazil.  Some 
years  elapfed  before  the  work  of 
civilization  was  vigorouily  com¬ 
menced. 

The  king  of  Spain,  meanwhile, 
fent  out,  in  1508,  Vicente  Pin, 
zon,  who  was  now  in  his  fervice, 
and  Juan  Diaz  de  Solis,  who  coaft- 
ed  fouthward  to  a  conftderable  ex¬ 
tent,  but  did  nothing  further.  In 
1  y  1 6  Solis  was  a  fecond  time  dif- 
patched,  and  he  fell  in  with  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  to  which  he  gave  his 
own  name.  Thefe  expeditions  ex¬ 
cited  the  diflatisfadion  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  and  they  remonltrated, 
though  without  effect.  I  heh  rench, 
too,  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  foot¬ 
ing-,  in  which,  however,  they 

were  not  fuccefsful. 

“  The  firft  fettler  in  Bahia  was 
Diogo  Alvarez,  (in  1510,)  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Viana,  of  a  young  and 
noble  family,  who,  with  that  fpirit 
of  enterprize  which  was  then  com¬ 
mon  among  his  countrymen,  em¬ 
barked  to  feek  his  fortune  in 
ft  range  countries.  He  was  wrecked, 
upon  the  fhoals  on  the  north  of 
the  bar  of  Bahia.  Part  of  the  crew 
were  loft,  others  efcaped  this  death 
to  f after  one  more  dreadful ;  tne 
natives  feizedand  ate  them.  Diogo 
fdw  that  there  was  no  other  pof- 


fible  chance  of  faving  his  life,  than 
by  making  himfelf  as  ufefui  as 
poffible  to  thefe  cannibals.  He 
therefore  exerted  himfelf  in  reco¬ 
vering  things  from  the  wreck,  and 
by  thefe  exertions  fucceeded  in 
conciliating  their  favour.  Among 
other  things  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  get  on  fhore  fome  bar¬ 
rels  of  powder  and  a  mulket,  which 
he  put  in  order  at  his  firft  leifure, 
after  his  mafters  were  returned  to 
their  village ;  and  one  day,  when 
the  opportunity  was  favourable, 
brought  down  a  bird  before  them. 
The  women  and  children  fhouted 
Caramuru  !  Caramuru  I  which  fig- 
nifted  a  man  of  fire !  and  they 
cried  out  that  he  would  deftroy 
them ; — but  he  told  the  men, 
whofe  aftonifhment  had  lefs  of  fear 
mingled  with  it,  that  he  would  go 
with  them  to  war,  and  kill  their 
enemies.  Caramuru  was  the  name 
which  from  thenceforward  he  was 
known  by.  They  marched  againft 
the  Tapuyas ;  the  fame  of  this 
dreadful  engine  went  before  them, 
and  the  Tapuyas  fled.  From  a 
flave  Caramuru  became  a  fove- 
relgn.  The  chiefs  of  the  favages 
thought  themfelves  happy  if  he 
would  accept  their  daughters  to  be 
his  wives.  He  fixed  his  abode 
where  Villa  Veiha  was  afterwards 
ere&ed,  and  foon  faw  as  numerous 
a  progeny  as  an  old  Patriarch’s 
rifing  round  him.  The  beft  fami¬ 
lies  in  Bahia  trace  their  origin  to 
him. 

“  At  length  a  French  vefiel 
came  into  the  bay,  and  Diogo  re- 
folved  to  take  that  opportunity  of 
once  more  feeing  his  native  coun¬ 
try.  He  loaded  her  with  brazil, 
and  embarked  with  his  favourite 
wife  Paraguazu — the  Great  River. 
The  others  could  not  bear  this 

abandon- 
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abandonment,  though  it  was  to  be 
only  for  a  time  ;  fome  of  them 
fwam  after  the  (hip  in  hopes  of 
being  taken  on  board,  and  one 
followed  it  fo  far,  that  before  (he 
could  reach  the  (hore  again  her 
ftrength  failed,  and  (he  funk.  They 
were  received  with  fignal  honour 
at  the  court  of  France.  Paraguazu 
was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Ca¬ 
therine  Alvarez,  after  the  queen, 
and  the  king  and  queen  were  her 
fponfors.  Her  marriage  was  then 
celebrated.  Diogo  would  fain  have 
proceeded  to  Portugal,  but  the 
French  would  not  permit  him  to 
go  there.  Thefe  honours  which 
they  had  (hown  him  were  not  to 
be  gratuitous,  and  they  meant  to 
make  him  of  ufe  to  them  in  his 
own  dominions.  By  means,  how¬ 
ever,  of  Pedro  Fernandez  Sardin- 
ha  (then  a  young  man  who  had 
juft  completed  his  ftudies  in  Paris, 
and  afterwards  the  firft  biftiop  of 
Brazil,)  he  fent  the  information 
to  Joam  III.  which  he  was  not 
permitted  to  carry,  and  exhorted 
him  to  colonize  the  delightful  pro¬ 
vince  in  which  his  lot  had  been  fo 
ftrangely  caft.  After  fome  time 
he  covenanted  with  a  wealthy 
merchant  to  take  him  back,  and 
leave  him  the  artillery  and  ammu¬ 
nition  of  two  (hips,  with  ftore  of 
fuch  things  as  were  ufefui  for  traf¬ 
fic  with  the  natives,  in  return 
for  which  he  undertook  to  load 
both  veffels  with  brazil.  The 
bargain  was  fairly  performed,  and 
Diogo  having  returned  to  his  ter¬ 
ritories,  fortified  his  little  ca¬ 
pital.  ” 

It  was,  neverthelefs,  fome  time 
before  the  Portugueze  government 
paid  any  attention  to  Brazil;  but 
individuals  “  fettled  in  the  har¬ 
bours  and  ifiands  along  the  coaft  £ 


and  little  towns  and  villages  were 
growing  up.”  At  length,  in  order 
to  forward  the  colonization  of  the 
country,  it  adopted  the  plan  of 
dividing  it  ((  into  hereditary  Cap¬ 
taincies,  and  granting  them  to 
fuch  perfons  as  were  willing  to 
embark  adequate  means  in  the  ad¬ 
venture,  with  powers  of  jurifdic- 
tion,  both  civil  and  criminal,  fo 
extenfive  as  to  be  in  fad;  unlimit¬ 
ed.*  *  This  fcheme  was  chofen  as 
being  the  leaft  coftly. 

The  firft  perfon  who  obtained  a 
Captaincy  was  Martim  Affonfo  de 
Soufa,  afterwards  famous  in  the 
Eaft,  who  fettled  in  that  of  St. 
Vicente.  His  fettlement  flouriih- 
ed,  and  it  was  he  who  introduced 
into  Brazil  the  planting  of  the 
fugar  cane.  His  brother,  Pero 
Lopes,  eftablifhed  the  captaincies 
of  St.  Amaro  and  Tamaraca  ;  a 
fidalgo,  of  the  name  of  Pedro  de 
Goes,  ftrove  to  fix  himfelf  in  that 
of  Paraiba,  but  was  expelled  by 
the  favages ;  Efpirito  Santo  fell 
to  the  lot  of  Vafco  Fernandes 
Coutinho  and  the  cruel  Jorge  de 
Menezes  ;  Porto  Seguro  to  Tou- 
rinho ;  the  Ilheos  to  Correa  ;  Ba¬ 
hia  to  Francifco  Pereira  Coutinho; 
and  Pernambuco  to  Duarte  Coelho 
Pereira.  Joam  de  Barros,  the 
great  hiftorian,  made  an  attempt 
to  obtain  a  footing  at  Maranham. 
He  failed  in  his  attempt,  though 
it  was  made  by  a  numerous  party. 
The  fettlement  of  feahia  was  alfo 
unfortunate  at  the  outfet,  the  Por¬ 
tugueze  being  expelled  by  the  tribe 
of  the  Tupinambas. 

In  narrating  thefe  colonizing 
efforts,  Mr.  Southey  gives  an  in- 
terefting  defcription  of  the  various 
favage  tribes  by  which  they  were 
oppofed.  A  (ingle  anecdote  will 
(hew  the  firmnefs  of  the  native 
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Brazilians.  ((  The  Tohayares 
were  the  fir  ft  Brazilian  tribe  who 
leagued  wi  th  the  Portugueze.  One 
of  their  leaders,  named  Tabyra, 
poffelTed  great  talents  for  war,  and 
was  the  fcourge  of  the  hoftile  la¬ 
vages  :  he  went  among  them  him- 
felf,  to  fpy  out  their  camps,  and 
liffen  to  their  projects  :  thefe 
tribes  therefore  muft  have  been  of 
one  flock,  and  have  fpoken  the 
fame  dialed;.  He  laid  ambufhes, 
led  on  affaults  in  the  night,  and  ha- 
raffed  them  with  inceffant  alarms. 
At  length  they  affembled  their 
whole  force,  came  upon  him  and 
furrounded  him.  Tabyra  fallied 
forth  ;  an  arrow  pierced  his  eye, 
he  plucked  it  out,  and  the  eye 
ball  on  it ;  and  turning  to  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  faid,  he  could  fee  to  beat 
his  enemies  with  one  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  he  gave  them  a  complete 
overthrow,  notwithflanding  their 
numbers.”  In  many  of  the  ftrata- 
gems  which  the  favages  employed 
againft  the  Portugueze  they  dif- 
played  confiderable  ingenuity. 

In  the  third  chapter  Mr. 
Southey  turns  to  the  Plata,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  Spaniards 
in  the  territory  adjacent  to  that 
river.  In  1525,  Sebaflian  Cabot 
was  fent,  by  the  Spanifh  monarch, 
t(  in  quert  of  Tarfis  and  Ophir, 
Cathaia,  and  Marco  Polo’s  Cipan- 
go.”  His  Tailors,  however,  were 
averfe  from  navigating  the  South 
Sea,  and  as  he  was  refolved  not  to 
return  without  having  done  fome- 
thing  worthy  of  his  reputation, 
he  fleered  up  the  river  Plata,  or 
de  Solis,  as  it  was  then  called, 
built  a  fort,  and  then  proceeded 
till  he-  came  to  the  junction  of  the 
Parana  and  Paraguay,  up  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  which  he  failed  thirty-four 


leagues,  and  found  the  fliore  iriha 
bited  by  a  brave  and  agricultural 
people.  In  the  meanwhile  Diego 
Garcia  had  been  difpatched  from 
Spain  to  accomplifh  this  very  fer- 
vice.  Cabot  joined  him,  and  they 
retained  pofTeffion,  for  five  years, 
of  the  fettlements  which  they  had 
made  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which 
term  they  were  driven  out  by  the 
natives. 

The  next  adventurer  to  this 
quarter  was  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza, 
who  had  enriched  himfelf  at  the 
backing  of  Rome,  and  whofe  ap¬ 
petite  for  gold  had  grown  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  food  which  it  had 
received.  He  obtained  from  the 
Spanifh  monarch  the  title  of  Ade- 
lantado,  and  many  pecuniary  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  in  return  was  to 
carry  out  a  thoufand  men,  a  hun¬ 
dred  horfes  and  mares,  and  the 
neceftary  flores,  and  to  ered  three 
fortreffes.  Volunteers  flocked  to 
him,  beyond  the  number  which 
was  required.  He  founded  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  Buena  Efperanza,  and 
then,  worn  out  with  a  loathfome 
difeafe,  he  embarked  for  Europe, 
but  died  during  the  voyage. 

Before  the  departure  of  Men¬ 
doza,  he  fent  Juan  de  Ayolas  to 
explore  the  Paraguay.  Ayolas  loft 
one  of  his  fhips,  and  was  obliged 
to  abandon  the  other.  He  and  his 
men,  however,  fometimes  fighting 
with  the  natives,  and  always  buf¬ 
fering  from  hunger,  penetrated 
three  hundred  miles  up  the  river, 
till  they  came  to  a  tribe  called  the 
Caries,  who  refilled  with  great 
fpirit  his  further  progrefs.  They 
were,  neverthelefs,  defeated,  and 
their  town  was  taken,  which  the 
Spaniards  chriflened  AfTumption, 
in  honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 

The 
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The  natives  then  fubmitted,  and  a 
fort  was  built  to  retain  them  in 
fubje&ion. 

After  having  ftaid  fix  months 
at  Affumption,  Ayolas  proceeded 
into  the  territory  of  the  Payagoaes, 
who  informed  him  of  a  people, 
called  the  Carcarifos,  who  dwelt 
far  up  the  country  in  a  province 
which  abounded  with  gold  and 
ftlver,  and  were  as  wife  as  the 
grangers  who  enquired  for  them. 
Their  wifdom  he  probably  cared 
little  about,  but  the  lure  of  gold 
and  filver  was  irreftftible.  He  left 
behind  him  a  part  of  his  force,  and 
went  with  the  reft  in  fearch  of  the 
promifed  land.  They  faw  it,  but 
ivere  not  ftrong  enough  to  conquer 
it,  and  as  they  were  returning  for  a 
reinforcement,  they  were  decoyed 
into  a  marfh  by  the  Payagoaes,  and 
were  ftain  to  a  man. 

The  Payagoaes  were  a  formidable 
race.  “  No  frefli  water  pirates,” 
fays  Mr.  Southey,  <(  have  ever 
been  fo  daring  and  deftruflive  as 
thefe  almoft  amphibious  favages. 
Sometimes  they  would  approach  a 
veffel  in  the  darknefs,  and  fo  turn 
it  that  it  fhould  run  aground,  for 
they  lined  every  ftioal  and  fand 
bank  in  the  ftream.  Sometimes 
they  would  fwim  to  the  veftel  un¬ 
perceived,  head  only  above  water, 
and  in  an  inftant  board  her  on  all 
fides.  Their  canoes  ufually  car¬ 
ried  three  perfons,  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  light,  and  of  beautiful  work- 
manfhip  ;  when  they  were  purfued 
and  overtaken,  they  upfet  them, 
and  ufed  them  in  the  water  as 
pavaifes  againft  the  weapons  of 
their  purfuers ;  as  foon  as  the  dan¬ 
ger  was  over,  they  righted  them 
with  a  touch,  and  went  again 
upon  their  way.  They  were  no 
lefts  infldious  by  land  than  by 
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water.  Hunters  they  decoyed 
into  ambufti  by  imitating  the  cry 
of  whatever  game  they  were  quell¬ 
ing,  whether  bird  orbeaft;  flronger  ' 
parties  they  betrayed  by  offering 
to  be  their  guides,  giving  them 
food  and  fruits,  and  fo  enticing- 
them  on  till  they  had  them  in  their 
power,  and  could  fall  on  them  un¬ 
awares.  Even  during'  the  laft  cen¬ 
tury  the  Paraguay  could  not  be 
navigated  without  infinite  danger 
from  thefe  favages.  They  dwelt 
chiefly  in  the  iflands,  or  in  the 
bays  and  creeks,  and  there  lurking 
under  cover  of  the  trees,  lay  in 
wait  for  prey.” 

The  fourth  chapter  opens  with 
the  unfuccefsful  attempt  of  Diego 
de  Ordas,  in  1531,  to  form  a  fet- 
tlement  on  the  Maranham.  This 
is  fucceeded  by  the  journey  of  the 
infamous  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  from 
Quito,  into  the  interior,  in  fearch 
of  a  land,  faid  to  abound  with 
cinnamon,  and  another,  ftill  more 
attractive,  the  fabulous  El  Dorado. 
For  the  latter  he  anxioufly  en¬ 
quired  as  he  proceeded,  and  when 
the  natives  could  give  him  no  in¬ 
telligence  of  it,  “  he  tortured 
them  to  extort  a  confeffion  of  that 
which  they  did  not  know,  and 
could  have  no  motive  to  conceal ; 
burnt  fome  alive,  and  threw  others 
alive  to  his  dogs, — blood  hounds, 
which  were  trained  in  this  manner 
to  feed  upon  human  flefh.” — 

((  Gonzalo  foon  found  the  ill  ef¬ 
fects  of  his  accurfed  cruelty.  The 
tidings  had  fpread  from  tribe  to 
tribe,  and  when  he  enquired  for 
the  rich  countries  of  which  he  was 
in  fearch,  the  poor  natives,  not 
daring  to  contradifl  his  hope,  de¬ 
luded  and  fent  him  on.”  The  Spa¬ 
niards  came  at  length  to  a  deep 
and  wide  river,  the  banks  of 
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which,  often  forming  tremendous 
precipices,  they  traverfed  for  fifty 
leagues,  without  finding  a  place 
where  they  could  crofs,  till  where 
the  ftream  was  narrowed  to  twenty 
feet,  by  being  confined  between 
rocks  two  hundred  fathoms  in 
height,  they  threw  over  a  bridge 
of  trees,  and  efre&ed  a  paflfage. 
They  had  then  to  endure  excefiive 
rains,  to  cut  through  thickets,  and 
to  wade  through  marlhes  and  flood¬ 
ed  favannahs ;  their  provifions  be¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time  fo  nearly  ex¬ 
pended  that  they  began  to  feed 
upon  their  war  dogs.  With  great 
labour  they  built  a  brigantine,  in 
which  Orellana  was  fent  down  the 
river,  with  fifty  men,  to  colleft 
provifions.  It  was  on  the  Coco 
that  they  embarked,  and  it  carried 
them  into  the  Napo,  which  bore 
them  on  rapidly ;  and  Orellana, 
t(  who  had  conceived  the  adven¬ 
turous  hope  of  following  this  great 
riVer  through  the  continent,  and 
making  his  way  to  Spain,  there 
to  afk  the  conquer!  of  the  countries 
through  which  he  fhould  pafs,’* 
availed  himfelf  of  the  rapidity  of 
the  current  to  plead  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  return.  His  men  ad¬ 
mitted  the  plea,  eledled  him  their 
commander,  and,  on  the  laft  day 
of  December,  1541,  they  com¬ 
mitted  themfelves  to  the  firearm 
At  the  moment  when  they  fet  out 
on  this  daring  adventure,  their 
provifions  were  gone,  and  they 
boiled  their  leathern  girdles  and 
the  foies  of  their  flioes  with  fuch 
herbs  as  feemed  moft  eatable. 

In  their  courfe  down  this  un¬ 
known  river,  their  fortitude  was 
feverely  tried.  They  had  fre¬ 
quently  to  endure  all  the  miferies 
of  famine,  and  frequently  to  fight 
their  way  through  oppofmg  tribes. 


“  They  had  no  furgeon,  no  medi¬ 
cines  for  their  wounds  ;  their  only 
remedy  being  pfalming,  that  is,  re¬ 
peating  fome  verfes  of  the  Pfalms 
over  the  wound. *  ’  On  their  way, 
they  heard  of  an  Amazonian  na¬ 
tion,  and  in  fome  inftances  women 
took  a  part  in  the  battles  againft 
them.  All  the  tribes,  however, 
were  not  hoftile  to  them ;  and, 
among  one  of  thofe  which  were 
friendly,  Orellana  flopped  for  a 
while  to  build  a  more  convenient 
brigantine.  After  feveral  months* 
voyage,  they  perceived  with  plea- 
fure  that  they  were  within  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  tide,  and,  on  the 
twenty -fix  th  of  September,  they 
reached  the  fea,  having,  according 
to  their  calculation,  failed  eighteen 
hundred  leagues. 

Orellana  haftened  to  Spain,  and 
obtained  a  grant  of  a  part  of  the 
country  through  which  he  had 
palled.  He  did  not  live  to  enjoy 
it.  Many  of  his  men  died  on  their 
paflfage  $  when  he  came  on  the 
American  coaft,  he  was  unable  to 
find  the  main  branch  of  the  river ; 
the  favages  flew  feveral  of  his 
failors ;  and  he  himfelf,  partly 
from  vexation,  fell  into  a  ficknefs, 
which  terminated  in  death. 

The  fifth  chapter  narrates  the 
march  of  Cabeza  de  Vaca  over 
land  from  St.  Catalina,  his  fubfe- 
quent  advance  up  the  Paraguay 
towards  Peru,  in  fearch  of  gold, 
the  mutiny  againfi  him,  and  his 
death ;  and  the  fixth  is  devoted  to 
the  expedition  of  Hernando  de 
Ribera  over  the  flooded  country  to 
difcover  the  Amazons,  and  that  of 
Yrala  to  the  Peruvian  frontier,  by 
which  a  communication  was  open¬ 
ed  with  the  province  of  Peru. 
Every  page  of  thefe  two  chapters 
is  highly  interefiing.  The  fame 

may 
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may  be  faid  of  the  feventh  chap¬ 
ter*  which  contains  the  adventures 
of  Hans  Stade,  while  he  was  a 
captive  among  the  Tupinambas. 
Hans  was  at  firfl  cruelly  treated, 
and  was  more  than  once  on  the 
point  of  being  put  to  death,  but  he 
was  fo  fortunate  as  to  avoid  it,  by 
turning  to  account  the  fuperftitious 
feelings  of  the  favages. 

The  hiftory  of  Brazil  in  the  ag¬ 
gregate,  as  it  may  be  called,  com¬ 
mences  with  the  eighth  chapter. 
In  1449  the  Portugueze  monarch 
fent  out  a  governor-general,  with 
full  authority  military  and  civil, 
with  inftru£lions  to  build  a  city, 
to  be  called  St.  Salvador,  in  the 
bay  of  All  Saints.  This  city  was 
to  be  fortified,  fo  as  to  refill  the 
attacks  of  even  Europeans,  and 
was  to  be  the  feat  of  government. 
Thome  de  Souza,  a  man  of  approv¬ 
ed  courage  and  conduct,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  governor-general,  and  with 
him  were  difpatc.hed  colonills  to 
the  number  of  a  thoufand.  Six 
jefuits  were  alfo  added,  to  convert 
the  natives.  Father  Manoel  de 
Nobrega  was  the  chief  of  the  mif* 
fion,  and  the  choice  was  a  happy 
one. 

Souza  reached  Bahia  early  in 
April  1549,  and  Caramuru,  now 
aged,  who  (till  refided  there,  pro¬ 
cured  for  him  the  friendlhip  and 
affiftance  of  the  Tupinambas.  He 
proceeded  vigoroufly  with  the 
building  of  the  city  ;  the  colonills 
were  as  a&ive  in  laying  out  fugar 
plantations  around  it ;  and  the 
Jefuits  exerted  themfelves  in  a 
manner  which  did  honour  to  their 
character.  The  moral  obilacles 
which  the  Jefuits  had  to  encounter 
were  far  more  difficult  to  overcome 
than  the  phyfical  obilacles  which 
flood  in  the  way  of  the  colonills. 
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Nobrega  and  his  companions,  how¬ 
ever,  difplayed  all  the  zeal  of  apof- 
ties,  and  by  mingling  benefits  with 
exhortations,  and  by  adling  with 
the  moll  perfect  courage  and  dif- 
iriterefiednefs,  they  won  over  a 
great  number  of  the  favages,  in 
fpite  of  the  force  of  deeply- rooted 
habit.  It  is  a  curious  circumftance 
that  the  favages  had  a  tradition  of  a 
golden  age.  and  of  benefador  llran- 
gers,  who  vifited  them  long  before, 
to  teach  them  arts  and  religion, 
and  whom  they  had  treated  with 
ingratitude.  They  feem,  indeed, 
to  have  had  among  them  the  vef- 
tiges  of  a  higher  flate  of  civiliza¬ 
tion.  One  of  their  notions,  not  a 
civilized  one,  would  have  delight¬ 
ed  Lord  Monboddo.  They  thought 
“  that  man  is  entitled  to  a  tail, 
and  would  be  born  with  one,  if  the 
father  of  the  bridegroom  did  not 
perform  the  ceremony  of  chopping 
flicks  at  his  marriage,  in  order 
thereby  to  cut  off  this  appendage 
from  his  grand  children.0  Thole 
who  do  not  diflike  puns,  may  call 
this  a  new  mode  of  docking  an 
entail. 

De  Souza  was  replaced  by  Du¬ 
arte  da  Cofta,  who  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  feven  Jefuits,  among  whom 
was  the  celebrated  Jofeph  de  An¬ 
chieta,  the  Thaumatourgos  of  the 
new  world.  Brazil  was  eredled  into 
a  Jefuit  province.  The  Jefuits  efla- 
blifhed  a  college  in  the  plains  of 
Piratininga,  and  continued  their 
pious  labours  with  ardour.  An¬ 
chieta  was  confpicuous  among  the 
brethren,  all  of  whom  were  ex¬ 
emplary.  He  taught  the  fcho- 
lars  Latin,  and  learnt  from  them 
the  Tupinamban,  of  which  he  com- 
pofed  a  grammar  and  vocabulary, 
the  firfl  which  were  made.  Day 
and  night  did  this  indefatigable 
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man,  whofe  life,  without  tile  ma¬ 
chinery  of  miracles,  is  fufficiently 
honourable  to  himfelf  and  to  his 
order,  labour  in  difcharging  the 
duties  of  his  office.  There  were 
no  books  for  the  pupils ;  he  wrote 
for  every  one  his  leffon  on  a  fe- 
parate  leaf,  after  the  bulinefs  of 
the  day  was  done,  and  it  was  fome- 
times  day-light  before  this  talk 
was  completed.  The  profane 
iongs  which  were  in  ufe  he  parodied 
into  hymns  in  Portugueze,  Caftil- 
lian,  Latin,  and  Tupinamban  ;  the 
ballads  of  the  natives  underwent 
the  fame  travefy  in  their  own 
tongue! — how  greatly  fbould  we 
have  been  indebted  to  Anchieta 
had  he  preferved  them !  In  this 
language  alfo  he  drew  up  forms  of 
Interrogations  for  the  ufe  of  the 
confeffors,  fuitable  to  all  occafions, 
and  wrote  dialogues  for  the  Cate¬ 
chumens,  expounding  the  whole 
Cnriftian,  or  rather  Catholic  faith. 
“  I  ferve,’*  fays  he,  “  as  phylician 
and  barber,  phyficking  and  bleed¬ 
ing  the  Indians,  and  fome  of  them 
have  recovered  under  my  hands 
when  their  lives  were  not  expedl- 
ed,  becaufe  others  had  died  of  the 
fame  difeafes.  Befides  thefe  em¬ 
ployments,  I  have  learnt  another 
trade,  which  neceffity  taught  me, 
that  is,  to  make  alpergatas  ;  I  am 
now  a  good  workman  at  this,  and 
have  made  many  for  the  brethren, 
for  it  is  not  poffible  to  travel  with 
leathern  Ihoes  amid  thefe  wilds.** 
The  alpergata  is  a  fort  of  (hoe,  of 
which  the  upper  part  is  made  of 
hemp,  or  any  fuch  fubftance, — here 
they  were  of  cordage  from  a  fpe- 
cies  of  wild  thihle,  which  it  was 
neceffajy  to  prepare  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  which  ferved  alfo  for  dif- 
ciplines,  the  poor  boys  being,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  frantic  folly  of  Ca« 


tholicifm,  taught  to  confider  felf- 
tormenting  as  a  Chriftian  virtue, 
and  made  to  Hog  themfelves  on 
Fridays.  For  bleeding  he  had  no 
other  inftrument  than  a  pen-knife; 
there  was  a  fcruple  about  this 
branch  of  his  profeffion,  becaufe 
the  clergy  are  forbidden  to  (hed 
blood  ;  they  fent  to  alk  Loyola*s 
opinion,  and  hisanfwer  was,  i(  that 
charity  extended  to  all  things.** 

It  would  be  idle  to  attempt, 
within  our  narrow  limits,  to  trace 
Hep  by  Hep  the  progrefs  of  the 
colony.  Between  1554  and  1582 
the  fettlers  had  to  fuftain  a  war 
with  the  Tamoyos,  a  powerful 
tribe  of  favages,  and  with  the 
French,  who  had  elfablifhed  them¬ 
felves  at  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Peace 
was,  however,  concluded  with  the 
favages,  through  the  intervention 
of  Nobrega  and  Anchieta,  and, 
after  two  defeats,  the  French  were 
expelled  from  Rio,  and  the  Portu¬ 
gueze  founded  St.  Sebaftian,  which 
is  now  the  Brazilian  capital.  The 
latter  event  occurred  in  1567, 
under  the  adminift ration  of  Mem 
de  Sa,  one  of  the  moil  able  of  the 
governors  general.  For  a  while  the 
country  was  divided  into  two  go¬ 
vernments,  but  they  were  foon  re¬ 
united.  In  1581  the  city  of  St. 
Salvador  contained  eight  hundred 
white  inhabitants,  and  the  whole 
Reconcave  (the  bay  and  creeks  of 
Bahia)  fomething  more  than  two 
thoufand.  “  More  than  fourteen 
hundred  boats  of  different  lizes 
could  be  collected,  among  which 
were  an  hundred  capable  of  carry¬ 
ing  artillery,  and  above  three  hun¬ 
dred  caravels :  there  was  not  a 
man  in  the  Reconcave  but  had  his 
boat  or  his  canoe,  and  no  fagar- 
work  had  lefs  than  four.**  Kine, 
horfes,  (heep  and  goats  wereplenti- 
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ful,  and  the  quantity  of  fugar  ex¬ 
ported,  not  including  what  was 
ufed  for  fweetmeats,  was  about  two 
thoufand  four  hundred  hoglheads. 
Pernambuco  was  not  lefs  fiourifhing 
than  Bahia,  and  the  other  cap¬ 
taincies  were  in  a  profperous  ftate. 

The  eleventh  chapter  Mr. 
Southey  dedicates  to  the  Spanifti 
proceedings  in  Paraguay.  Of 
thefe  it  is  not  neceflary  to  notice 
more  than  the  rebuilding  of  Buenos 
Ay  res,  for  the  third  time,  fince 
which  period  it  has  not  been  de¬ 
frayed. 

The  fubj ugation  of  Portugal 
by  Spain  brought  upon  the  Bra¬ 
zilian  colonifts  the  hoftility  of  the 
Englilh.  Brazil  was  fucceffively 
ravaged  by  Withrington,  by  Ca- 
vendifh,  and  by  Lancafter,  and 
fuffered  greatly.  Thefe  predatory 
incurflons  of  our  countrymen  are 
defcribed  with  much  fpirit  by  Mr. 
Southey,  in  the  twelfth  chapter. 
In  this  chapter  he  alfo  touches  on 
the  wild  expedition  of  Raleigh,  to 
achieve  the  conqueft  of  El  Dorado, 
the  king  of  which  country  was  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  ((  anointed  every 
morning  with  a  certain  fragrant 
gum  of  great  price,  and  gold  dull 
was  then  blown  on  him,  through 
a  tube  till  he  was  covered  with  it ; 
the  whole  was  wafhed  off  at  night.’’ 
His  capital,  Manoa,  was  laid  to 
contain  a  Silverfmith’s  ftreet,  in 
which  three  thoufand  workmen 
were  employed  ;  and  one  impoftor 
produced  a  map  of  the  territory, 
in  which  he  had  marked  a  hill  of 
gold,  another  of  filver,  and  a  third 
of  fait  ! 

The  thirteenth  chapter  compre¬ 
hends  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
from  1603  to  1622,  fraught  with 
important  events,  among  which 
may  be  reckoned  the  expullion  of 
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the  French  from  the  Ide  of  Ma- 
ranham,  by  Jeronymo  de  Albu¬ 
querque,  and  the  foundation  of  the 
captaincy  of  Para  and  the  city  of 
Belem.  The  conquefls  of  Maran- 
ham  and  Para  the  court  of  Madrid 
eventually  feparated  from  the  ge¬ 
neral  government  of  Brazil,  with 
the  title  of  EJiado  or  State,  and 
Francifco  Coelho  de  Carvalho  was 
appointed  the  firft  governor  of  it. 

The  Jefuits  continued  their  ex¬ 
ertions  with  unrelaxing  vigours, 
The  influence  which  they  had  ac¬ 
quired  is  proved  by  one  fa 61* 
“  The  Aymores  were  ravaging 
Bahia,  and  Botelho  befought  the 
captain  of  Pernambuco  to  provide 
a  torce  of  Petagoares  againft  them*. 
None  but  a  Jefuit  could  raife  this 
force  :  F.  Diego  Nunes  went 
among  them,  and  eight  hundred 
chofen  warriors  put  themfelves 
under  his  guidance,  upon  his  pro- 
mife,  that  as  foon  as  the  war  was 
ended,  they  fhould  return  to  their 
families.  When  they  reached  Sti 
Salvador,  the  preffing  danger  was 
over  ;  but  the  commanding  officer* 
inftead  of  recompenfing  thefe  allies 
and  difmiffing  them,  refolved  to 
quarter  part  of  them  in  Bahia,  and 
fend  the  others  to  Ilheos,  not  for- 
getting  to  affign  them  a  portion  of 
labour.  The  Pitagoares  waited 
patiently  a  few  days,  and  then  fee¬ 
ing  the  war  was  at  a  Hand,  and  yet 
no  preparations  made  for  their  dif- 
miflal,  they  demanded  permiffion  to 
return,  faying,  that  if  it  was  not 
given  they  would  take  it.  The 
commander,  accompanied  by  feme 
of  the  chief  perfons  of  the  city — • 
men  who  expected  to  make  thefe 
poorfavages  cultivate  their  eftates — • 
went  out  to  them,  and  made  a  long 
harangue  to  perfuade  them  to  re¬ 
main  ;  but  they,  who  had  the  fear 
'.HIES.  [3  A]  of 
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of  fa  very  before  their  eyes,  re¬ 
plied,  (i  that  they  came  there  on 
condition  of  returning  as  foon  as 
the  war  was  ended.”  The  man 
who  had  conceived  fo  unjuft  an  in- 
ten  iron,  was  not  likely  to  be  dif- 
fuaded  from  it  by  any  remonftrance 
againft  its  inj uftice  :  he  could  not 
cajole  the  favages,  and  he  deter¬ 
mined  therefore  to  effedl  his  pur- 
pofe  by  force  ;  the  foldiers  were 
called  out,  and  the  Pitagoares  made 
ready  for  battle.”  Doubtful,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  refult  of  the  conteft,  he 
fent  to  rhe  Jefuits  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  villages  to  bring  all  the 
archers  they  could  mufter.  The 
Jefuits  came,  and  entreated  the 
favages  to  remain,  who  anfwered 
that  they  would  do  whatever  the 
fathers  defired.  They  actually  re¬ 
mained,  and  when,  afterwards,  in 
confequence  of  being  deprived  of 
their  chiefs,  they  were  on  the  point 
of  breaking  out  into  revolt,  they 
were  once  more  calmed  by  the  Je¬ 
fuits,  for  whofe  fake,  they  faid, 
and  not  for  the  commander's,  they 
would  do  what  they  were  defired. 

‘c  So  well  had  Nobrega’s  fyftem 
been  followed  by  Anchieta  and  his 
difciples,  that  in  the  courfe  of  half 
a  century  all  the  natives  along  the 
coaft  of  Brazil,  as  far  as  the  Portu- 
gueze  fettlements  extended,  were 
collected  in  villages,  under  their 
fuperintendance.  Their  work  in¬ 
deed  had  been  facilitated  by  the 
llave-holders,  who  confumed  their 
vidfims  fo  fail,  that  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  they  left  little  for 
the  miftionaries  to  do.  Every  arti¬ 
fice  which  could  inflame  the  ani- 
mofiiy  of  one  horde  againft  ano¬ 
ther  was  praHifed  by  thefe 
wretches,  that  the  natives  might 
have  no  breathing  time  of  peace 
in  which  to  gather  ftrength,  and 


combine  againft  their  common  ene¬ 
mies  ;  and  alfo  that,  being  thus 
perpetually  at  war,  they  might 
always  have  Haves  for  the  market. 
In  purfuance  of  this  policy,  they 
taught  the  Timinambas  of  the  Re- 
concave  and  Iraperica  to  dig  up  the 
ikulls  of  their  dead  enemies,  break 
them  in  pieces,  and  burn  them  at 
a  feaft  with  the  fame  ceremonies  as 
if  they  had  gained  a  vi<5lory.  By 
thefe  arts  they  had  fo  wafted  the 
population,  that  now  when  they 
wanted  flaves,  it  was  neeeflary  to 
make  long  expeditions  into  the 
country  to  procure  them,  and  the 
Jefuits  in  like  manner  had  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  the  interior  in  fearch  of 
converts.  In  one  of  thefe  millions 
a  father  was  not  a  little  furprifed  at 
finding  that  the  chief  of  a  horde 
had  formed  a  fyftem  of  Chriftianity 
for  himfelf,  founded  upon  fuch  in- 
ftrudion  as  the  Indians  who  had 
fled  from  the  coaft,  could  give  him. 
He  had  chriftened  all  the  males 
Jefus,  all  the  women  Mary,  and 
had  compofed  a  fort  of  Liturgy, 
of  which  all  that  the  Jefuit  could 
underftand  was  an  invocation  to 
Mary  the  wife  of  God.  He  bad 
inftituted  an  order  of  priefts,  who 
were  bound  to  cnaftity,  on  pain  of 
difmiiTal  from  their  office  ;  the 
crofs  was  tiled  among  them,  though 
they  regarded  it  with  little  rever-< 
ence ;  but  the  only  image  which 
was  difcovered  was  a  waxen  one 
of  a  fox.  He  wanted  power  or 
cunning  to  fpread  the  fyftem  which 
he  had  devifed,  and  his  mythology 
probably  died  with  him.” 

The  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  fix- 
teenth  and  feventeenth  chapters 
are  devoted  to  the  hiftory  of  the 
conteft  between  the  Dutch  and  Por- 
tugueze  in  Brazil,  between  1622 
and  1640.  The  narrative  is  at 
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once  faithful  and  animated,  but  the 
parts  of  it  are  too  clofely  linked 
together  to  admit  of  an  extradt 
being  made  from  it. 

The  laft  chapter  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  affairs  of  Maranham, 
and  of  the  navigation  of  the  Orel¬ 
lana  by  a  party  of  Jefuits,  and 
fubfequently  by  Texeira.  Mr. 
Southey  minutely  defcribes  that 
gigantic  river,  its  tributary  dreams, 
and  the  tribes  who  dwell  upon  the 
banks.  The  exiftence  of  a  nation 
of  Amazons  he  feems  difpofed  to 
believe.  “  From  the  Tupinambas, 
Acuna,  who  accompanied  Texeira, 
received,”  fays  Mr.  Southey,  s(  a 
confirmation  of  his  previous  belief 
of  the  Amazons.  Inquiry  con¬ 
cerning  this  nation  had  been  made 
at  Quito,  of  certain  Indians,  who 
had  once  dwelt  upon  the  great 
river  :  the  like  enquiries  had  been 
made  at  the  city  of  Pafto,  in  Po- 
payan,  and  in  particular  from  an 
Indian  woman,  who  faid,  that  (he 
herfelf  had  been  in  the  country  of 
thefe  women.  Acuna  during  the 
whole  voyage  repeated  this  en¬ 
quiry  ;  no  perfon  was  ignorant  that 
fuch  a  nation  exifted,  and  all  agreed 
in  the  account  which  they  gave. 
It  is  not  to  be  believed,  fays  he, 
that  the  fame  lie,  bearing  fuch  a 
refemblance  to  truth,  fhould  be  re. 
ceived  among  fo  many  tribes, 
fpeaking  fo  many  different  lan¬ 
guages,  and  inhabiting  fo  long  a 
track  of  country.  Here  it  was 
that  he  obtained  the  molt  full  and 
fatisfaftory  details.  Six-and-thirty 
leagues  below  the  laft;  fettlement  of 
the  Tupinambas,  and  on  the  north, 
is  the  mouth  of  the  Canuris,  a 
river  fo  called,  from  the  firft  tribe 
upon  its  banks.  Eeyond  them 
were  the  Apaotos,  then  the  Ta- 


guaus,  and  then  the  Guacaras ; 
thefe  laft  were  the  people  with 
whom  the  Amazons  traded,  and 
carried  on  that  intercourfe  without 
which  they  muft  elfe  have  become 
extindl.  The  Guacaras  went  once 
a  year  into  their  country,  which 
was  full  of  mountains ;  one  rofe 
above  all  the  reft,  and  was  call¬ 
ed  Yacamiaba.  The  Amazons, 
as  foon  as  they  faw  them  coming 
up  the  river,  went  arms  in  hand 
to  meet  them  ;  but  as  foon  as  they 
were  fatisfied  it  was  their  friends, 
they  entered  their  cahoes,  and  each 
taking  up  the  firft  hammock  which 
(he  found,  carried  it  to  her  dwell¬ 
ing,  and  hung  it  up  there,  and  the 
Guaeara  to  whom  it  belonged,  was 
her  mate  for  the  feafon.  One  In¬ 
dian,  who  faid,  that  in  his  boy¬ 
hood  he  had  been  with  his  father 
on  one  of  thefe  expeditions,  af¬ 
firmed  that  when  the  men  return¬ 
ed,  they  took  with  them  all  the 
boys  of  the  preceding  year  ;  but 
it  was  generally  afferted  that  they 
were  put  to  death  as  foon  as  born  s 
this  is  what  Acuna  believed,  and 
if  there  be  any  truth  in  the  reft  of 
the  hiftory,  this  is  what  is  moft 
credible,  for  other  wife  there  muft 
foon  have  been  an  inconvenient 
disproportion  of  males  to  females 
in  the  fathers  tribe. It  is  re¬ 
markable  that  from  all  the  various 
tribes  on  the  Orellana,  Condamine, 
a  century  after  the  voyage  of 
Acuna,  heard  the  fame  ftory,  and. 
all  agreed  that  thefe  women  had 
retired  up  the  country  by  the  Rio 
Negro,  or  one  of  the  dreams  which 
flow  in  the  fame  direction.  The 
heart  of  Guiana,  the  only  unex¬ 
plained  part  of  South  America,  is 
uniformly  pointed  out  as  the  nabi,- 
ration  of  this  extraordinary  race. 
UNz]  '  To 
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To  the  hiftory  is  added  a  copi¬ 
ous  colleflion  of  notes,  many  of 
which  are  exceedingly  curious. 


Travel*  in  various  Countries  of  Eu¬ 
rope ,  Afay  and  Africa .  By  Ed¬ 
ward  Daniel  Clarke,  LL.D . 

Part  the  Firji .  Rujjtay  Tartary , 

and  Turkey .  4to. 

During  the  laft  half  century, 
but  particularly  within  the  laft  ten 
years,  Ruflia  has  been  to  the  reft 
of  the  European  community  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  fearful  intereft.  Since  the 
year  1770,  fhe  has,  in  various  quar¬ 
ters,  conquered  or  feized  upon  ter¬ 
ritories,  fufficient  in  themfelves  to 
form  a  powerful  kingdom.  She  is 
ftill  hungering  for  extenftve  accef- 
fions  of  dominion.  In  front  (he 
threatens  Germany,  on  one  fide  Ibe 
overawes  Pruffia,  and  on  the  other 
fide  (he  prepares  to  partition  or 
appropriate  the  Turkilh  provinces, 
and  (he  even  looks  forward  to  the 
moment  when  (he  (hall  contend 
with  the  Britifh  for  fupremacv  in 
India.  The  defeats  of  her  armies, 
in  the  years  1805,  1 806,  and  1807, 
leemed  to  prove  that  her  ftrength 
was  not  commenfurate  with  her 
bulk  and  her  defires ;  but  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  later  times  has  fhown 
the  vaft  extent  of  her  military  re- 
four  ces.  The  northern  tribes  may, 
perchance,  once  more  overrun  the 
fouthern  nations,  fhould  the  latter 
not  have  the  wifdom  to  unite  firm¬ 
ly,  in  fupport  of  their  indepen¬ 
dence. 

To  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the 
feelings  and  habits  of  the  Ruffians 
can,  therefore,  hardly  be  looked 
upon  as  a  thing  of  little  import¬ 
ance.  Dr.  Clarke  has  delineated 


them  in  a  mafterly  manner,  and 
though  the  natural  prejudice  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  ill-treatment  which 
he  received,  may  have  contributed 
to  deepen  the  (hades  of  the  pifture, 
there  is  no  reafon  whatever  to  en¬ 
tertain  a  doubt  of  its  general  fide¬ 
lity. 

Dr.  Clarke  was  at  St.  Peterf- 
burgh,  in  March  1800,  when  the 
capricious  tyrant,  Paul,  began  to 
manifeft  his  hatred  of  the  Englifti. 
“  Mungo  Park  was  hardly, **  he 
tells  us,  i(  expofed  to  greater  fe- 
verity  of  exadlion  and  of  villany 
among  the  Moors  of  Africa,  than 
Engliftimen  experienced  at  that 
time  in  Ruflia,  and  particularly  in 
Peterlburg.  They  were  compelled 
to  wear  a  drefs  regulated  by  the 
police  :  and  as  every  officer  had  a 
different  notion  of  the  mode  of 
obferving  thefe  regulations,  they 
were  conftantly  liable  to  be  inter¬ 
rupted  in  the  ftreets  and  public 
places,  and  treated  with  imperti¬ 
nence.  The  drefs  confided  of  a 
cocked-hat,  or,  for  want  of  one, 
a  round  hat  pinned  up  with  three 
corners ;  a  long  cue ;  a  Angle 
breafted  coat  and  waiftcoat  ;  knee- 
buckles  inftead  of  firings,  and  buc¬ 
kles  in  the  (hoes.  Orders  were 
given  to  arreft  any  perfon  feen  in 
pantaloons.  A  fervant  was  taken 
out  of  his  (ledge,  and  caned  in  the 
ftreets,  for  having  too  thick  a  neck¬ 
cloth  ;  and  if  it  had  been  too  thin 
he  would  have  met  a  fimilar  pu- 
nifhment.  After  every  precau¬ 
tion,  the  drefs,  when  put  on,  never 
facisfied;  either  the  hat  was  not 
ftraight  on  the  head,  the  hair  was 
too  (hort,  or  the  coat  was  not  cut 
fquare  enough.’* 

It  was  not,  however,  the  Englifh 
alone  who  differed.  The  impartial 
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brutality  of  the  infane  defpot  was 
equally  extended  to  his  own  fub- 
je&s.  Hardly  a  day  palfed  with¬ 
out  unjuft  puniihment  of  them ; 
and  it  feemed  as  if  half  the.  nobles 
of  the  empire  were  to  be  fent  exiles 
to  Siberia.  if  If  any  family  re¬ 
ceived  vifttors  in  an  evening  ;  if 
four  people  were  feen  walking  to¬ 
gether,  if  any  one  fpoke  too  loud, 
or  whittled,  or  fung,  or  looked  too 
inquifitive,  and  examined  any  pub¬ 
lic  building  with  too  much  atten¬ 
tion,  they  were  in  imminent  dan¬ 
ger.  If  they  flood  ftill  in  the 
ftreets,  or  frequented  any  particular 
walk  more  than  another,  or  walked 
too  fail  or  too  flow,  they  were 
liable  to  be  reprimanded  and  in- 
fulted  by  the  police  officers.** 

In  order  to  efcape  from  this  fpe- 
cies  of  purgatory.  Dr.  Clarke  was 
advifed  by  our  ambaflador.  Sir 
Charles  Whitworth,  to  go  to  Mof- 
cow.  This  advice  he  and  his 
companion  Mr.  Cripps  wifely  fol¬ 
lowed.  They  fet  out  on  the  3d 
of  April,  and  foon  reached  Tfarf- 
kofelo,  of  which  palace  Dr.  Clarke 
gives  an  account.  Their  next 
ltage  was  to  Novogorod,  which  no 
longer  merits  its  ancient  appella¬ 
tion  of  “  the  great. **  The  fortrefs 
is  large,  but  of  wretched  appear¬ 
ance,  conftru&ed  after  the  plan  of 
tfle  Kremlin,  and  contains  the  ca¬ 
thedral.  They  proceeded  on  their 
courfe  acrofs  the  province  of 
Valdai,  which  is  ft  generally  open, 
a  wide  and  fearful  profpett  of  hope- 
lefs  fterility,  where  the  fir  and  the 
dwarf-birch,  which  cover  even 
Arctic  regions,  fcarcely  find  ex- 
iftence  ;  the  foil  for  the  moft  part 
being  fandy,  and  apparently  of  a 
nature  to  fet  agriculture  at  defi¬ 
ance.**  The  country  is  hilly,  not 
to  fay  mountainous,  and  the  motion 


of  the  travellers  refembled  that  of 
a  veflel  rolling  in  an  Atlantic  calm. 
If  the  road  was  thus  bad  when 
fmoothed  by  the  fnow,  what  mu  ft 
it  be  in  fummer,  when  it  is  formed 
by  trunks  of  trees,  laid  acrofs,  pa¬ 
rallel  to  each  other,  which  occafion 
fuch  violent  jolting,  as  the  wheels 
move  from  one  to  the  other,  that 
it  cannot  be  borne  without  beds 
placed  for  the  traveller  to  fit  or  lie 
on  !  Conical  tumuli  are  frequently 
feen,  which  are  ftill  perfect,  but  fo 
ancient,  that  tradition  has  not  been 
able  to  retain  the  memory  of  the 
period  when  they  were  erefted. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  a  Ruffian  vil¬ 
lage,  Dr,  Clarke  deferibes  that  of 
Jadrova,  which  “  confifts  of  one 
ftreet,  as  broad  as  Piccadilly, 
formed  by  the  gable  ends  of  wooden 
huts,  whofe  roofs  projedft  far  over 
their  bafts,  and  terminated  by  its 
church.*’  Windows  are  feldom  to 
be  found  in  fuch  places.  The 
fubftitute  is  a  fmall  fquare  hole  in 
the  log-wall,  through  which  the 
head  of  the  peafant  is  now  and  then 
feen  peeping,  like  that  of  a  man  in 
the  pillory. 

The  route  of  the  travellers  lay 
through  Vyfhnei  Vololhok,  a  town 
of  confiderabie  importance,  and  of 
a  thriving  appearance,  Torlhok, 
remarkable  only  for  a  fpring  vifited 
by  numerous  pilgrims,  and  Twer, 
the  fituation  of  which,  on  the  lofty 
banks  of  the  Volga,  is  very  grand. 
A  further  journey  of  fifteen  hours 
brought  them  in  fight  of  Mofcow, 
the  country  around  which  t(  is  flat 
and  open  ;  and  the  town,  fpreading 
over  an  immenfe  diftrift,  equals,  by 
its  majeftic  appearance,  that  of 
Rome  when  beheld  at  an  equal  dif- 
tance.**  The  firft  objeft,  on  ap¬ 
proaching  the  barrier,  is  the  brick 
palace  of  Petrowlky,  which  has  an 
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air  of  magnificence,  though  the 
ft  vie  of  architecture  is  cumbrous 

and  heavy* 

While  waiting  at  the  barrier  for 
his  paffport  to  be  examined,  Dr. 
Clarke  law  a  ftriking  proof  of  the 
degraded  (late  of  the  peafantry. 
Numbers  of  them  were  leaving  the 
city  in  their  kibitkis,  and  into 
thofe  vehicles  the  Haves,  who  were 
cleaning  the  ftreets,  amufed  them- 
felves  by  throwing  as  much  mud  as 
poffible,  unperceived  by  the  drivers, 
who  fat  in  front*  Their  fuper in¬ 
tending  officer  came  up  while  they 
were  thus  employed,  and  was  fo 
delighted  with  this  piece  of  Ruffian 
wit,  that  t(  he  ordered  every  pea- 
fant  to  halt  and  hold  his  horfe, 
while  they  filled  his  kibitki  with 
the  mud  and  ordure  of  the  ftreets  ; 
covering  with  it  the  provifions  of 
the  poor  peafants,  and  whatever 
clfe  their  kibitkis  might  contain, 
with  which  they  were  going  peace¬ 
ably  to  their  wives  and  families. 
At  laft,  to  complete  their  fcandal- 
ous  oppreffion,  they  compelled  each 
peafant,  as  he  paffed,  to  fit  down 
in  his  kibitki,  and  then  they  co¬ 
yer  ed  him  alfo  with  the  black  and 
{linking  mud.  At  this  unexampled 
inftance  of  cruelty  and  infult,  fome 
of  the  peafants,  more  fpirited  than 
the  reft,  ventured  to  murmur.  Xn- 
ftantly,  blows  with  a  heavy  cudgel, 
on  the  head  and  fhoulders,  filenced 
the  poor  wretches'  complaints. 
Before  this  began,  the  two  centinels 
at  the  gate  had  flopped  every  ki¬ 
bitki  as  it  paffed,  with  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  motive.  Firft,  a  loud  and 
menacing  tone  of  voice  feemed  to 
indicate  fome  order  of  government; 
but  it  was  quickly  filenced,  and 
became  a  whifper,  in  confequence 
of  a  fmall  piece  of  money  being 
dipped  into  their  hands  by  the 


peafants,  when  they  paffed  on  with¬ 
out  further  notice.  1  was  witnefs 
to  upwards  of  fifty  extorted  con¬ 
tributions  in  the  courfe  of  half  an 
hour,  when  the  plunder  ended  as 
has  been  defcribed.” 

After  this,  we  may  eafily  give 
credence  to  the  following  extraft. 

(<  The  pi&ure  of  Ruffian  manners 
varies  little  with  reference  to  the 
prince  or  the  peafant.  The  firff 
nobleman  in  the  empire,  when  dif* 
miffed  by  his  fovereign  from  at-* 
tendance  upon  his  perfon,  or  with¬ 
drawing  to  his  eftate  in  confequence 
of  diffipation  and  debt,  betakes 
himfelf  to  a  mode  of  life  little  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  brutes.  You 
will  then  find  him  throughout  the 
day  with  his  neck  bare,  his  beard 
lengthened,  his  body  wrapped  in  a 
(beep’s  hide,  eating  raw  turnips^ 
and  drinking  quafs,  fleeping  one 
half  of  the  day,  and  growling  at 
fiis  wife  and  family  the  other* 
The  fame  feelings,  the  fame  wants, 
wifhes,  and  gratifications,  then  cha¬ 
racterize  the  nobleman  and  the 
peafant.  And  the  fame  fyftem  of 
tyranny,  which  extends  from  the 
throne  downwards,  through  all  the 
bearings  and  ramifications  of  fo-. 
eiety,  even  to  the  cottage  of  the 
loweft  boor,  has  extinguifhed  every 
fpark  of  liberality  in  the  breaks 
of  a  people  who  are  all  Haves. 
They  are  all,  high  and  low,  rich 
and  poor,  alike  fervile  to  fuperiors  ; 
haughty  and  cruel  to  their  depen¬ 
dents;  ignorant,  fuperflitious,  cun¬ 
ning,  brutal,  barbarous,  dirty, 
mean.  The  emperor  canes  the  firft 
of  his  grandees  ;  princes  and  nobles 
cane  their  ilaves ;  and  the  Haves 
their  wives  and  daughters.  Ere 
the  fun  dawns  in  Ruffia,  flagella¬ 
tion  begins ;  and  throughout  its 
vafl  empire  cudgels  are  going,  in 
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every  department  of  its  population, 
from  morning  until  night/’ 

The  picture  which  Dr.  Clarke 
draws  of  the  nobles  is  calculated 
to  infpire  a  mingled  feeling  ol 
contempt  and  hatred.  All  of  them 
will  fell  or  barter  any  thing  which 
they  poffefs,  from  their  wives  to 
their  lap-dogs  ;  pawn-brokers  even 
are  found  among  them  ;  many  will 
fwindle,  and  fome  will  ileal ;  there 
being  indeed  “  a  ffrong  national 
tendency  to  pilfer.’ ’  They  have 
large  libraries,  but  crowded  with 
frivolous  productions,  in  which  the 
fearch  would  be  in  vain  for  claffic 
authors,  hiftorians,  law-givers  and 
poets.  Of  pompous  equipages  they 
are  univerfally  fond.  There  is 
hardly  an  individual,  above  the 
rank  of  plebeian,  who  would  be 
feen  without  four  horfes  to  his  car¬ 
riage,  and  the  generality  have  fix. 
But  the  manner  in  which  this  pomp 
is  difplayed  is  a  perfect  burlefque 
upon  ftatelinefs.  A  couple  of 
ragged  boys  are  placed  as  poftil- 
lions,  before  a  coachman,  in  fuch 
fheep’s  hides  as  are  worn  by  the 
pedants  in  the  woods  ;  and  behind 
the  carriage  are  flationed  a  couple 
of  lacqueys  more  tawdry,  but  not 
lefs  ludicrous  than  the  drivers/’ 
No  flranger,  however,  mull  ven¬ 
ture  to  vifit  a  noble  without  fuch 
an  equipage.  One  trait  of  their 
character  is  that  they  pride  them- 
felves  upon  maintaining  a  numerous 
table,  at  which  is  feated  a  fwarm 
of  hirelings  and  dependent  fyco- 
phants,  none  of  whom  can  forfake 
his  poll  at  dinner,  and  fwell  the 
train  of  another  perfon,  without 
giving  inexpiable  offence,  which  is 
occafionally  avenged  by  death. 
At  thefe  tables  “  the  dilhes  and 
wine  eorrefpond  in  gradation  with 
the  rank  and  condition  of.  the 
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gueks.  Thofe  who  fit  near  the 
mailer  of  the  houfe  are  fufFered  to 
have  no  connection  with  the  fare 
or  the  tenants  of  the  lower  end  of 
the  table/'  Woe  be  to  the  fo¬ 
reigner  who  does  not  bear  or  affume 
fome  title;  ho  will  be  thruff  down 
to  the  lowell  feat,  and  probably  be 
obliged  to  dine  on  black  bread  and 
dirty  foup.  They  have  no  idea  of 
fuch  a  thing  as  a  mere  gentleman. 
The  wealth  of  thefe  men  is  enor¬ 
mous.  They  efiimate  their  for¬ 
tunes  by  the  number  of  their  pea- 
fants,  and  fome  have  even  fevcnty 
or  a  hundred  thoufand,  who  pay 
them,  upon  the  average,  ten  roubles 
annually  in  fpecie.  Not  only  male 
peafants  mull  labour  for  the  lord, 
but  women  and  children,  from  the 
age  of  ten  and  upwards,  are  like- 
wife  obliged  to  perform  an  equal 
fhare.  Should  a  peafant  chance  to 
lofe  the  money  deligned  to  pay  his 
tribute,  he  mull  beg,  borrow,  or 
Ileal  to  replace  it,  for  the  tribute 
mull  be  paid.  .  Yet  a  Ruffian  noble 
has  had  the  impudence  to  declare, 
that  there  is  <c  more  of  the  reality 
of  flavery  in  England  than  in 
Riiffia/’  Dr.  Clarke  gives  a  fum~ 
mary  of  their  char  after  in  thefe 
emphatic  words.  u  To  this  po¬ 
verty,  and  to  thefe  riches,  are 
equally  joined  the  moil  a hject 
ineannefs,  and  the  inofl  deferable 
profligacy.  In  fenfuality  they 
are  without  limits  of  law,  con- 
fcience,  or  honour.  In  their  amufe- 
ment,  always  children ;  in  their 
refentrnent,  women.  The  toys  (  f 
infants,  the  baubles  of  French  fops, 
conflitute  the  highefl  objeft  of  their 
wiflies.  Novelty  delights  the  hu¬ 
man  race;  but  no  part  of  it  feek 
for  novelty  fo  eagerly  as  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  nobles.  Novelty  in  their  de¬ 
baucheries;  novelty  in  gluttony; 
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novelty  in  cruelty  ;  novelty  in 
whatever  they  purfue.” 

Let  us  look  at  the  other  fex. 
,f  In  the  clafs  of  the  nobles,  the 
women  are  farfuperior  to  the  men  : 
they  are  mild,  affedionate,  often 
well  informed,  beautiful,  and  highly 
accomplifhed.,,  In  drefs,  their 
take  has  a  purity  which  is  really 
aftonifhing.  With  fuch  hufbands 
as  they  have,  (t  who  are  fuperan- 
nuated  before  the  age  of  thirty, 
difeafed,  dirty,  and  overwhelmed 
with  debt,”  it  may  be  lamented, 
but  can  hardly  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  ladies  of  Mofcow  are  not 
remarkable  for  their  conjugal  fide¬ 
lity. 

If  we  turn  to  the  lower  clafs, 
we  (hall  find  the  profped  not  much 
improved.  The  prince  and  the 
peafant  are  equally  barbarous.  One 
proof  of  their  barbarifm  is,  that, 
from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  they 
fwarm  with  vermin,  which  often 
drop  from  them  into  the  viands  at 
table.  “  The  true  manners  of  the 
people,”  fays  Dr.  Clarke,  (t  are 
not  feen  in  Feterlburg,  nor  even  in 
Mofcow,  by  entering  the  houfes 
of  nobility  only.  Some  of  them, 
and  generally  thofe  to  whom  letters 
pf  recommendation  are  obtained, 
have  travelled,  and  introduce  re¬ 
finements,  which  their  friends  and 
companions  readily  imitate.  The 
real  Ruffian  rifes  at  an  early  hour, 
and  breakfafts  on  a  dram  with 
black  bread.  His  dinner  at  noon 
confifts  of  the  eoarfeft  and  moft 
greafy  viands,  the  fcorbutic  effeds 
of  which  are  counteraded  by  falt^d 
cucumbers,  four  cabbage,  the  juice 
of  his  ■ vaccinium ,  and  his  nedar 
quflfs.  Sleep,  which  renders  him 
unmindful  of  his  abjed  fervitude 
and  barbarous  life,  he  particularly 


indulges ;  Deeping  always  after 

eating,  and  going  early  to  his  bed* 

The  principal  articles  of  diet  are 

the  fame  every  where,  greafe  and 

brandv.  The  horrors  of  a  Ruffian 
%/ 

kitchen  are  inconceivable ;  and 
there  is  not  a  bed  in  the  whole 
empire  which  an  Englifh  traveller, 
aware  of  its  condition,  would  ven¬ 
ture  to  approach.” 

There  is  nothing  among  the 
Ruffians  which  is  more  likely  to 
excite  wonder  than  their  imitative 
talent.  i(  Their  furpriftng  powers 
of  imitation  exceed  all  that  has 
hitherto  been  known.  The  meaneft 
Ruffian  Dave  has  been  found  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
moft  intricate  and  moft  delicate 
works  of  meehanifm  ;  to  copy  with 
bis  fingle  hand,  what  has  demanded 
the  joint  labour  of  the  beft  work¬ 
men  in  France  or  England.  Though 
untutored,  they  are  the  beft  adors 
in  the  world.”  Their  faculty  of 
copying  extends  to  the  fine  arts, 
and  they  will  produce  a  fac-fimile 
of  a  pidure,  which  (hall  deceive  a 
pradiced  eye.  When  his  labour 
is  finilhed,  the  copyift,  an  illiterate 
Have,  may  probably  be  found 
crouching  under  the  cudgel,  or 
wallowing  in  beaftly  intoxication. 

One  fad  muft  be  ftated,  in  jus¬ 
tice  to  the  Ruffians  of  the  lower 
clafs.  They  do  not  feem  to  be 
fanguinary.  “  Eafter  was  pro¬ 
claimed,  ’*  fays  Dr.  Clarke,  “  and 
riot  and  debauchery  inftantly  broke 
loofe.  The  inn  in  which  we 
lodged  became  a  pandemonium. 
Drinking,  dancing,  and  finging, 
continued  through  the  night  and 
day.  But,  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe 
excefles,  quarrels  hardly  ever  took 
place.  The  wild  rude  riot  of  the 
Ruffian  populace  is  full  of  liurna. 
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nity.  Few  difputes  are  heard  ;  no 
blows  are  given ;  no  lives  endan¬ 
gered,  but  by  drinking.” 

We  pafs  over  the  minute  and  , 
pidurefque  detail  of  the  numerous 
public  buildings,  fuch  as  they  did 
exift  in  Mofcow,  of  the  fplendid 
feftivals  which  were  held,  and  of 
the  cabinets  and  colledions  which 
it  contained,  all  of  which  Dr. 
Clarke  depids  with  graphic  accu¬ 
racy.  But  his  defcription  of  the 
impreflion  which  the  city  made  on 
him  when  he  entered  it,  muft  not 
be  omitted.  The  original  from 
which  he  drew  has  ceafed  to  exift. 
‘•'We  arrived  at  the  feafon  of  the 
year  in  which  this  city  is  moft  in- 
terefting  to  ftrangers.  Mofcow 
is  in  every  thing  extraordinary  ; 
as  well  in  difappointing  expecta¬ 
tion,  as  in  furp;ifling  it ;  in  cauf- 
ing  wonder  and  derilion,  pleafure 
and  regret.  Let  me  condud  the 
reader  back  with  me  again,  to  the 
gate  by  which  we  entered,  and 
thence  through  the  ftreets.  Nu¬ 
merous  fpires,  glittering  with 
gold,  amidft  burnithed  domes  and 
painted  palaces,  appear  in  the  midft 
of  an  open  plain,  for  feveral  verfts 
betore  you  reach  this  gate.  Haying 
pafied,  you  look  about,  and  won¬ 
der  what  is  become  of  the  city, 
or  where  you  are ;  and  are  ready 
to  alk,  once  more,  how  far  is  it 
to  Mofcow  ?  They  will  tell  you, 

‘  This  is  Mofcow  \*  and  you  be¬ 
hold  nothing  but  a  wide  and  fcat- 
tered  fuburb,  huts,  gardens,  pig- 
fties,  brick  walls,  churches,  dung¬ 
hills,  palaces,  timber  yards,  ware- 
houfes,  and  a  refufe,  as  it  were, 
of  materials  fufficient  to  ftock  an 
empire  with  miferable  towns  and 
miferable  villages.  One  might 
imagine  all  the  Hates  of  Europe 
^nd  Alia  had  fent  a  building,  by 
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way  of  reprefentative  to  Mofcow  : 
and  under  this  impreflion  the  eye 
is  prefented  with  deputies  from  all 
countries  holding  congrefs  :  tim¬ 
ber  huts  from  regions  beyond  the 
Ardic ;  plaftered  palaces  from 
Sweden  and  Denmark,  not  white- 
walhed  fince  their  arrival ;  paint¬ 
ed  walls  from  the  Tyrol ;  mof- 
ques  from  Conftantinople  ;  Tartar 
temples  from  Bucharia  ;  pagodas, 
pavilions,  and  virandas,  from  Chi¬ 
na  ;  cabarets  from  Spain ;  dun¬ 
geons,  prifons,  and  public  offices, 
from  France;  arch i ted ural  ruins 
from  Rome  ;  terraces  and  trellifes 
from  Naples  ;  and  warehoufes  from 
Wapping. 

“  Having  heard  accounts  of  its 
immenfe  population,  you  wander 
through  deferted  ftreets.  Faffing 
fuddenly  to  the  quarter  where  the 
(hops  are  fituated,  you  might  walk 
upon  the  heads  of  thoufands.  The 
daily  throng  is  fo  immenfe,  that, 
unable  to  force  a  paflage  through 
it,  or  aflign  any  motive  that  Tnight 
convene  fuch  a  multitude,  you  afk 
the  caufe  ;  apd  are  told  that  it  is 
always  the  fame.  Nor  is  the  cof- 
tume  lefs  various  than  the  afped  of 
the  buildings ;  Greeks,  Turks, 
Tartars,  Coflacks,  Chinefe,  Mus¬ 
covites,  Englifh,  French,  Itali¬ 
ans,  Poles,  Germans,  all  parade 
in  the  habits  of  their  refpedive 
countries. 

iS  We  were  in  a  Ruffian  inn  ;  a 
complete  epitome  of  the  city  itfelf. 
The  next  robm  to  us  was  filled  by 
ambaffadors  from  Perfia.  In  a 
chamber  beyond  the  Perfians  lodg¬ 
ed  a  party  of  Kirgifians,  a  people 
yet  unknown,  and  one  of  whom 
might  be  exhibited  in  a  cage,  as 
fome  ncwly-difcovered  fpecies. 
They  had  bald  heads,  covered  by 
conical  embroidered  caps,  and  wore 
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fheep’s  hides.  Beyond  the  Kirgi- 
fians  lodged  a  nidus  of  Bucharians, 
wild  as  the  affes  of  Numidia.  All 
thefe  were  ambaffadors  from  their 
different  diftrifts,  extremely  jea¬ 
lous  of  each  other,  who  had  been 
to  Peterfhurgh  to  treat  of  com¬ 
merce,  peace,  and  war.  The  doors 
of  all  our  chambers  opened  into 
one  gloomy  paffage,  fo  that  fome- 
times  we  all  encountered,  and 
formed  a  curious  mafouerade.  The 

x 

Kirgilians  and  Bucharians  were  befl 
at  arm’s  length  :  but  the  worthy 
old  Perfian,  whofe  name  was  Qra- 
zai,  often  exchanged  vifits  with 
us.” 

After  having  remained  nearly 
two  months  at  Mofeow,  meditat¬ 
ing  on  which  fide  to  efcape  from 
the  vafl  jail  of  the  Ruffian  empire, 
the  travellers,  “  encouraged  by 
the  advice  and  exertions  of  the 
Britifh  ambaflador,  who  fecretly 
conveyed  to  them  letters  from  the 
governor  of  Peterfhurgh  to  the 
governor  of  Mofeow,  and  to  ge¬ 
neral  Michelfon,  commander-in* 
chief  in  the  Crimea,  determined 
to  fet  out  for  the  Peninfula,  by  a 
circuitous  route,  through  the  coun¬ 
try  of  the  Don  Coffacks ;  and,  if 
poffible,  to  vifit  the  more  diflant 
regions  of  Kuban  Tartary  and 
Circaffia.”  In  their  journey  to 
Tula  they  met  with  little  that 
required  notice.  “  The  whole  ter¬ 
ritory,  whether  to  the  fouth  of 
Mofeow,  or  in  any  other  direc¬ 
tion,  is  flat.  The  great  oriental 
plain  extends  from  that  city,  even 
to  Tobollki  in  Siberia,  and 
throughout  all  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces,  appearing  generally  defti- 
ture  of  wood,  and  always  without 
enclofures.  Some  parts  of  the 
county  of  Cambridge  afford  a 


ftriking  refemblance  of  the  coun¬ 
try.”  Before  traverfmg  this  mo¬ 
dern  Scythia,  a  traveller  fhould 
provide  himfelf  with  every  thing 
for  which  he  may  have  occafion. 

Tula,  the  Birmingham  of  the 
Ruffian  empire,  is  fituated  in  a 
vale,  between  two  hills,  one  of 
which  is  crowned  by  a  very  hand- 
forne  church,  with  white  columns. 
The  hardware  made  here  is  far  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  of  the  Englifh  ma- 
nufadure,  and  the  mufkets  are  ex¬ 
ecrable.  As  foon  as  a  traveller 

arrives  at  his  inn,  he  is  befet  bv  a 

*  * 

multitude  of  people,  with  numer¬ 
ous  articles  for  fale.  The  flreets 
of  Tula  are  paved  ;  the  number  of 
its  merchants  and  fhopkeepers  is 
eftimated  at  four  thoufand,  and 
its  inhabitants  at  thirty  thoufand. 
In  the  neighbourhood  are  consi¬ 
derable  iron  mines,  which  occupy 
an  extent  of  more  than  ten  miles, 
and  fupply  the  celebrated  forges  of 
DemidofF.  The  ore  is  found  at 
fourteen  inches  from  the  furface. 

From  Tula  to  Woronetz  is  two 
hundred  and  eighteen  miles,  over 
a  vafl  plain,  like  a  bowling  green, 
in  which  diflance  are  feveral  towns, 
or  nlaces  aHuming  that  name.  One 
of  them  is  Dediloff,  which,  at  firfl 
fight,  appears  like  a  number  of 
dunghills,  or  heaps  of  ilraw ;  it 
is  undermined  by  fubterraneous 
waters.  The  weather  between 
Tula  and  Woronetz  reminded  the 
travellers  of  an  Englifli  fpring, 
and  many  Englifh  indigenous  plants 
were  to  be  feen.  Near  Celo  Pe- 
trofska  Palnia,  they  obferved 
vertical  columns  of  fand,  like  thofe 
deferibed  by  Bruce,  and  their 
Greek  fervant  informed  them  that, 
in  the  Ukraine,  he  had  feen  a 
child  taken  up  by  one  of  thefe 

tornadoes. 
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tornadoes,  which  whirled  it  round 
and  round,  and  broke  all  its  limbs 
in  the  fall. 

Woronetz  Hands  on  a  lofty 
mound  of  fand,  to  which  nature 
has  given  the  appearance  of  a  ram¬ 
part,  and  at  the  foot  of  it  flows 
the  Don.  It  is  a  handfome  town, 
and  is  rapidly  increaflng  in  flze. 
The  .commerce  which  it  carries  on 
is  very  confiderable.  Iron  is  one 
of  the  principal  articles  of  trade, 
and  occupies  the  chief  bufinefs  of 
the  (hops,,  Large  quantities  of 
cloth  are  alfo  manufactured  for  the 
army.  The  climate,  though  lia¬ 
ble  to  extremes  of  temperature, 
is  good ;  but  the  place  is  rendered 
unhealthy,  in  fpring  and  autumn, 
by  the  ftagnant  waters,  remaining 
from  the  annual  inundation  of  the 
river.  Winter  regularly  begins  in 
December,  and  ends  in  March. 
The  autumn  refembles  a  moderate 
fummer. 

t(  Approaching  the  fouthern  part 
of  the  empire,  the  ftrong  charac- 
teriftics  of  the  Ruffian  people  are 
lefs  frequently  obferved.  Happily 
for  the  traveller,  in  proportion  as 
his  diftance  is  increafed  from  that 
which  has  been  erroneoufly  confi- 
dered  the  civilized  part  of  the 
country,  he  has  lefs  to  complain 
of  theft,  of  fraud,  and  of  diffimu- 
lation.  In  the  more  northern  pro¬ 
vinces,  he  is  cautioned  to  beware 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ukraine, 
and  the  Coflfacks,  by  an  unprin¬ 
cipled  race  of  men,  with  whom 
the  Coflfacks  and  the  Tartars  are 
degraded  in  comparifon.  The 
chambers  of  our  inn  were  immedi¬ 
ately  over  the  town  jail,  and  it  is 
quite  unneceffary  to  add  of  what 
nation  its  tenants  were  compofed. 
The  Ruffian  finds  it  dangerous  to 
travel  in  the  Ukraine,  anti  along 
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the  Don,  becaufe  he-  is  confcious 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries 
know  too  well  with  whom  they 
have  to  deal.  The  Coffaek,  when 
engaged  in  war,  and  remote  from 
his  native  land,  is  a  robber,  be¬ 
caufe  plunder  is  a  part  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  difcipline  in  which  he  has 
been  educated  ;  but  when  a  ftranger 
enters  the  diftriCt  in  which  he  re- 
fides  with  his  family  and  con¬ 
nexions,  and  confides  his  property 
to  their  care,  no  people  are  found 
to  be  more  hofpitable,  or  more 
honourable.’  ’ 

In  his  journey  from  Woronetz  to 
Kafankai,  one  of  the  largeft  Sta - 
nitzas  of  the  Don  Coflfacks,  and 
the  firft  within  their  territory. 
Dr.  Clarke  faw  frequent  caravans 
of  the  Malo-Ruffians.  They  differ 
altogether  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  reft  of  Rulfia,  and  are  a  much 
nobler  race;  “  ftout,  better  look¬ 
ing,  cleaner,  more  induftrious, 
more  honeft,  more  generous,  more 
polite,  more  courageous,  more 
hofpitable,  more  truly  pious,  and 
of  courfe  lefs  fuperftitious  than  the 
Ruffians.”  They  have  in  many 
inftances  converted  the  defolate 
fteppes,  or  plains,  into  fields  of 
corn.  Their  firft  regular  eftablifh- 
ment,  on  the  route  taken  by  Dr. 
Clarke,  is  Locvva  Sloboda •  “  The 

houfes  are  all  white- walhed,  like 
many  of  the  cottages  in  Wales  ; 
and  this  operation  is  performed 
annually,  with  great  care.  Such 
diftinguilhing  cleanlinefs  appeared 
within  them,  that  a  traveller 
might  fancy  himfelf  tranfported, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  miles,  from 
Ruffia  to  Holland.  Their  apart¬ 
ments,  even  the  ceilings  and  the 
beams  in  the  roof,  are  regularly 
walhed.  Their  tables  and  benches 
Ihine  with  walking  and  rubbing, 

and 
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and  reminded  us  of  the  interior  of 
cottages  in  Norway.  Their  court¬ 
yard,  ftables,  and  out-houfes,  with 
every  thing  belonging  to  them, 
befpoke  induftry  and  neatnefs.  In 
their  little  kitchens,  inftead  of  the 
darknefs  and  fmoky  hue  of  the 
Ruffians,  even  the  mouths  of  their 
ltoves  were  white.  Their  utenfils 
and  domeftic  veflels  were  all  bright 
and  well  polilhed.  They  kept 
poultry,  and  had  plenty  of  cattle. 
rl  heir  little  gardens  were  filled 
with  fruit  trees,  which  gave  an 
Englifh  cha rafter  to  their  houfes  ; 
— the  third  nation  with  whofe 
dwellings  I  have  compared  the 
cottages  of  Malo-Ruffians  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  having  a  Wellh  exterior, 
a  Norwegian  interior,  and  the 
gardens  and  outhoufes  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  peafantry.  They  had  neat 
floors  ;  and  although  the  roof  was 
thatched,  its  interior  was  wain- 
fcoted.  There  was  n?  where  any 
appearance  of  dirt  or  vermin.  The 
inhabitants,  in  their  features,  re- 
iemble  Coflacks  ;  and  both  thefe 
people  bear  a  fimilitude  to  the 
Foies ;  being,  doubtlefs,  all  de¬ 
rived  from  one  common  flock. yy 

At  Kafankaia  Dr.  Clarke  and 
his  comp»anion  entered  the  Coflack 
territory,  and  were  received  by 
the  Ataman,  or  chief,  of  the  Sta- 
nitza,  with  the  moft  hofpitable 
kiudnefs.  So  much  has  of  late  years 
been  heard  of  this  extraordinary 
people,  that  his  defeription  of  them 
cannot  be  uninterefting.  “  There 
is/’  fays  he,  “  fomething  mar¬ 
tial,  and  even  intimidating,  in  the 
firft  appearance  of  a  Coflack.  His 
dignified  and  majeftic  look  ;  his 
elevated  brows,  and  dark  mufta- 
chios ;  his  tall  helmet  of  black 
wool,  terminated  by  a  crimfon 
faih,  with  its  plume,  laced  fefloon, 


and  white  cockade;  his  upright 
poflure ;  the  eafe  and  elegance  of 
his  gait,  give  him  an  air  of  great 
importance.  We  found  them  in 
confiderable  numbers  at  Kafankaia, 
lounging  before  their  houfes,  and 
converflng  in  fuch  large  parties, 
that  it  feemed  as  if  we  were  en¬ 
tering  their  capital.  Their  drefles 
were  much  richer  than  any  thing 
we  had  feen  in  Ruffia,  although  all 
were  uniform.  Each  perfon’s  habit 
conflfted  of  a  blue  jacket,  edged 
with  gold  and  lined  with  filk, 
faftened  with  hooks  acrofs  the 
cheft.  Beneath  the  jacket  appeared 
a  filk  waiftcoar,  the  lower  part  of 
which  was  concealed  by  the  falh. 
Large  and  long  trowfers,  either  of 
the  fame  material  as  the  jacket, 
or  of  white  dimity,  kept  remark¬ 
ably  clean,  were  faflened  high 
above  the  waift,  and  covered  their 
boots.  The  fabre  is  not  worn,  ex¬ 
cept  on  horfeback,  or  a  journey, 
or  in  war.  In  its  place  is  fubfti- 
tuted  a  Twitch  or  cane,  with  an 
ivory  head,  which  every  Coflack 
bears  in  his  hand,  as  an  appendage 
to  his  drefs ;  being  at  all  times 
prepared  to  mount  his  horfe  at  a 
moment's  notice.  Their  cap  or 
helmet  is  the  moft  beautiful  part 
of  the  coftume  ;  becaufe  it  is  be¬ 
coming  to  every  fet  of  features. 
It  adds  confiderably  to  their 
height ;  and  gives,  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  whilkers,  a  military  air 
to  the  moft  infignificant  figure. 
They  wear  their  hair  fhort  round 
their  head,  but  not  thin  upon  the 
crown.  It  is  generally  dark,  thick, 
and  quite  ftraight.  The  cap  is 
covered  by  a  very  foft  and  Ihin- 
ing  black  wool.  Some  of  them 
have  civil  and  military  diftinftions 
of  habit  ;  wearing  in  time  of 
peace,  inftead  of  the  jacket,  a  long 

frock 
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frock  without  buttons.  The  fafh 
is  fometimes  yellow,  green,  or  red, 
though  generally  black :  and  they 
wear  large  military  gloves.  There 
is  no  nation  in  the  world  more 
neat  with  regard  to  drefs ;  and, 
whether  young  or  old,  it  feems  to 
become  them  all.  A  quiet  life 
feems  quite  unfuited  to  their  difyo- 
fition.  They  loiter  about,  having 
no  employment  to  intereft  them  ; 
and,  paflionately  fond  of  war, 
feem  did  reded  by  the  indolence  of 
peace.** 

AH  remuneration  was  pofitively 
refufed  by  the  people  of  the  houfe 
at  which  Dr.  Clarke  and  his  friend 
redded,  during  their  (lay  at  Ka- 
fankaia.  “  Coffacks,”  faid  they, 
i(  do  not  fell  their  hofpitality.” 
Efcorted  by  a  party  of  Coffacks, 
armed  with  long  lances,  the  tra. 
vellers  now  entered  the  fteppes  in 
good  earned: ;  thefe  plains  had  at 
that  feafon  the  afped  of  a  wild 
continued  meadow,  over  which  the 
carriages  and  their  protedors  paff- 
ed  at  full  gallop.  They  foon  fell 
in  with  a  camp  of  Calmucks,  of 
which  ftrange  race  Dr.  Clarke 
gives  a  long  and  curious  account. 
“  A  ftranger  eroding  the  Coffack 
territory,  might  fuppofe  himfelf 
in  a  defert,  and  yet  be  in  the 
midd  of  villages.  The  road,  it  is 
true,  does  not  often  difclofe  them ; 
but  frequently  when  we  were  paff- 
ing  a  river,  and  believed  ourfelves 
in  the  midft  of  the  mod:  uninhabit¬ 
ed  country,  which  might  be  com¬ 
pared  to  a  boundlefs  meadow,  we 
beheld  villages  to  the  right  and 
left  of  us,  concealed  by  the  depth 
of  the  banks  of  the  river,  below 
the  level  of  the  plain  ;  not  a  fingle 
houfe  or  church  of  which  would 
have  been  otherwife  difeovered.” 
In  thefe  plains  are  innumerable 
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Surokes,  the  marmot  of  the  Alps, 
which  grow  here  to  the  dze  of  a 
badger,  and  are  eadly  tamed. 
They  burrow  under  ground  in 
September,  and  do  nor  reappear 
till  April.  Tumuli  are  abundant, 
and  fome  of  them  of  great  dze, 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  a  circumftance  which  feems 
to  prove  its  populoufnefs  at  a  re¬ 
mote  era,  as  the  labour  required 
to  ered  them  could  fcarcely  have 
been  performed  by  fcanty  num¬ 
bers.  Dr.  Clarke  mentions  one 
fort,  which  he  condders  as  dill 
more  antient;  it  having  (<  at  laft 
funk  into  the  earth,  and  left  a 
hollow  place,  encircled  by  a  kind 
of  foffe,  which  dill  marks  their 
pridine  fituation.  I  believe, 
however,  that  the  fhape  of  thefe 
was  always  the  fame ;  and  that 
they  are  of  that  kind  of  barrow 
which,  unlefs  my  memory  is  in- 
corred,  one  of  our  Englifh  anti¬ 
quaries  denominates  the  bowl  bar¬ 
row.”  It  is  faid,  though  this 
mud  be  doubted,  that  gun  barrels 
of  antient  workmanfhip  are  fome¬ 
times  difeovered  in  the  tumuli. 

At  Oxai,  on  the  Don,  the  Ata¬ 
man  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmod 
to  render  the  travellers  comfort¬ 
able.  He  even  paid  them  the 
compliment  of  dationing  cent  in.  Is 
at  their  carriage,  and  a  guard  at 
their  door.  From  him  they  ob¬ 
tained  information  refpeding  the 
date  of  thedidrid.  The  territory 
of  the  Don  Coffacks  contains  a 
hundred  danitzas  or  fet dements, 
and  two  hundred  thoufand  Coffack 
inhabitants,  of  whom  forty  thou- 
fand  are  in  arms.  To  thefe  mud 
be  added  thirty  thoufand  Cal¬ 
mucks,  who  can  at  the  fird  fum- 
mons  fend  five  thoufand  men  into 
the  field. 
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iS  Oxai  is  a  corruption  of  the 
Tartar  word  Axai,  which  fignifies 
white  water.  The  Don,  in  this 
part  of  its  courfe,  exhibits  two 
colours.  On  the  fide  of  Oxai  it  is 
white,  becaufe  of  the  {hallows.57 
The  Don  bears  a  ftrong  refem, 
blance  to  the  Nile  ;  it  has  the 
fame  regular  inundations,  the  fame 
aquatic  plants,  and  the  fame  plu¬ 
rality  of  iflands  at  its  mouth. 
But  its  length  is  far  inferior  to 
the  Nile,  being  (hort  of  feven 
hundred  miles.  At  Oxai  it  is 
at  leaft  half  a  mile  broad,  and  the 
current  is  rapid,  and  even  turbu¬ 
lent. 

From  Oxai  Dr.  Clarke  afcend- 
ed  the  Don,  to  vifit  Tfcherkaf- 
koy,  the  capital.  i(  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  this  place,  as  the  traveller 
> approaches  it  on  the  river,  affords 
a  moll  novel  fpedacle.  Although 
not  fo  grand  as  V enice,  it  fome- 
what  refembles  that  city.  The 
entrance  is  by  broad  canals,  which 
interfed  it  in  all  parts.  On  either 
fide,  wooden  houfes,  built  on  piles, 
appear  to  float  on  the  water,  to 
which  the  inhabitants  pafs  in  boats, 
or  by  narrow  bridges,  only  two 
planks  wide,  with  pofts  and  rails, 
forming  a  caufeway  to  every  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  place.  As  we  failed 
into  the  town,  we  beheld  the 
younger  part  of  its  inhabitants 
upon  the  houfetops,  fitting  on  the 
ridges  of  the  doping  roofs,  with 
their  dogs,  which  were  adually 
running  about  and  barking  in  that 
extraordinary  fituation.  On  our 
approach,  children  leaped  from  the 
windows  and  doors,  like  fo  many 
frogs,  into  the  water,  and  in  an 
inftant  were  feen  fwimming  about 
our  boat.  Every  thing  leemed  to 
announce  an  amphibious  race  :  not 
an  inch  of  dry  land  was  to  be 


feen :  and  in  the  midft  of  a  very 
populous  metropolis,  at  ieaft  one 
half  of  its  citizens  were  in  the 
water,  and  the  other  in  the  air.’* 
Tfcherkafkoy  contains  fifteen 
thoufand  inhabitants,  and  feven 
churches ;  the  firft  church  was 
ereded  by  Peter  the  Great.  It 
has  alfo  feveral  public  edifices,  but 
they  are  almoft  all  of  wood.  A 
confiderable  commerce  is  carried 
on  ;  the  principal  exports  are  fi(h, 
iron,  caviare,  and  a  little  wine. 
In  fpeaking  of  the  citizens.  Dr. 
Clarke  again  pays  a  warm  tribute 
of  praife  to  the  virtues  of  the  Cof- 
facks  in  general,  “  In  conven¬ 
tion,  the  Coflack  is  well  informed, 
free  from  prejudice,  open,  flncere, 
and  upright.  Place  him  by  the 
flde  of  a  Ruffian — what  a  contrail! 
The  one  is  literally  a  two-legged 
pig,  having  all  the  brutality,  but 
more  knavery,  than  that  animal  : 
the  other  a  rational,  accomplifhed, 
and  valuable  member  of  fociety. 
I  would  not  be  underftood  to  have 
made  this  obfervation  as  without 
exception  on  either  fide.  The 
Ruffian  women  are  entirely  ex¬ 
cepted  ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  little  of  the  lamentable  cha- 
raderiftics  of  the  Ruffian  people 
can  be  applied  to  them.’7 

A  very  Angular  difeafe  is  faid 
to  exifl:  at  this  place,  which  is 
called  the  di [order  of  the  hairs ,  and 
is  mentioned  by  Gmelin.  It  is 
affirmed,  that  in  the  wounds  of 
thofe  whom  it  afflids,  hair  is  ge¬ 
nerated.  Dr.  Clarke  was  natu¬ 
rally  incredulous  on  this  fubjed, 
but  he  was  allured,  by  a  woman 
of  rank  and  veracity,  that  fhe  had 
extraded  the  hairs  with  her  own 
fittgers.  The  cure  is,  to  bind  on 
the  part  the  leaves  of  a  plant  like 
plantain. 
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Embarking  on  the  Don,  the 
travellers  touched  at  Naktfhivan, 
an  Armenian  colony,  which, 
though  it  has  not  "been  edablifhed 
more  than  twenty  years,  is  in  a 
highly  flourifhing  date.  At  the 
great  fair  of  this  town  may  be 
feen  people  of  all  nations  and 
tribes ;  and  among  them  “  the 
Hamaxobii  of  Herodotus  make 
their  appearance,  exactly  as  they 
lived  in  the  days  of  the  hiftorian  ; 
travelling  in  vehicles,  the  cover¬ 
ings  of  which  are  tents  by  night, 
and  tilts  for  their  cars  by  day. 
Such  moveable  dwellings  may  be 
noticed  in  ail  the  territories  of  the 
Tartars." 

Purfuing  the  courfe  of  the  river, 
Dr.  Clarke  at  length  reached  Azof, 
which  at  a  didance  deludes  the 
fpe&ator  into  a  belief  that  it  is  a 
place  of  confequence.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  wretched  village,  wholly 
unworthy  of  notice.  There  are 
not  more  than  fifty  houfes,  and 
the  dwellers  in  them  are — Ruf¬ 
fians.  It  has  been  fuppofed  that 
the  ancient  city  of  Tanais  dood 
either  on  the  fite  of  Azof,  or  in 
its  vicinity ;  but  this  idea  Dr. 
Clarke  believes,  and  on  good 
grounds,  to  be  an  erroneous  one. 
He  thinks  it  probably  was  feated 
on  that  branch  of  the  river  which 
is  called  the  dead  Danaetz . 

From  Azof  Dr.  Clarke  and  his 
friend  gladly  hadened  towards 
Taganrock.  se  A  remarkable  phe¬ 
nomenon, fays  he,  “  occurs  dur¬ 
ing  particular  feafons,  which  offers 
a  very  forcible  proof  of  the  vera¬ 
city  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  Du¬ 
ring  violent  ead  winds,  the  fea 
retires  in  fo  remarkable  a  manner, 
that  the  people  of  Taganrock  are 
able  to  effeft  a  padage.on  dry  land 
to  the  oppofite  coad  (rather  lefs 
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than  fourteen  miles,)  but  when  the 
wind  changes,  which  it  fometimes 
does  very  fuddenly,  the  waters  re¬ 
turn  with  fuch  rapidity  to  their 
wonted  bed,  that  many  lives  are 
lod.  In  this  manner,  alfo,  fmall 
veffels  are  dranded.  We  faw  the 
wrecks  of  two,  which  had  cad  an¬ 
chor  in  good  foundings  near  the 
coad,  but  were  unexpectedly 
fwamped  upon  the  fands.  The  ead 
wind  often  fets  in  with  great  ve- 
hemence,  and  continues  for  feve. 
ral  weeks." 

Situated  on  the  cliff  of  a  lofty 
promontory,  Taganrock  has  an  ex- 
ten  five  profpeCl  of  the  fea  of  Azof, 
and  all  the  European  coad  as  far 
as  the  mouths  of  the  Don.  It  has 
not  more  than  five  thoufand  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  has  a  tolerable  fhare 
of  commerce,  which  would  be  more 
ex  tend  ve  were  not  the  water  fo 
fhallow,  that  large  vedels  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  anchor  at  a  didance  of 
feveral  miles.  Three  fairs  are  held 
here  annually,  and  they  are  at¬ 
tended  by  immenfe  numbers  of 
people.  At  all  times  every  dreet 
refembles  a  mafquerade,  and  Dr. 
Clarke  once  counted  the  indivi¬ 
duals  of  fifteen  different  countries 
affembled  together.  Babel  itfelf, 
he  fays,  could  hardly  have  wi ti¬ 
ne  ffed  a  greater  variety  of  lan¬ 
guages.  In  the  neighbourhood, 
the  Calmucks  form  large  fet ele¬ 
ments.  Dr,  Clarke  vidted  one  of 
their  encampments,  (for  they  ab¬ 
hor  living  in  houfes)  and  obtained, 
from  one  of  their  high  prieds, 
fome  curious  manuferipts  in  the 
Calmuck  language.  The  language 
itfelf  is  faid  to  be  by  no  means 
difficult  to  acquire. 

Learning  that  a  Coffack  force 
had  marched  into  Circaffia,  to  chaf- 
tife  the  natives  for  their  predatory 

incurfions. 
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incurfions,  Dr.  Clarke  thought 
this  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
obtaining  a  light  of  the  Circaf- 
fians  in  their  own  country.  In  his 
paffage  acrofs  the  feaofAzofhe 
was  nearly  fhipwrecked.  The  boat 
was  fmall,  and  heavily  laden,  and 
its  only  guide  was  a  French  re¬ 
fugee,  who  was  ignorant  of  navi¬ 
gation.  He  had  a  compafs,  but 
he  kept  Jt  locked  up  in  the  chefl 
on  which  he  fat ;  and,  when  Dr. 
Clarke  had  difcovered  by  the  pole 
flap  that  the  veflfel  was  proceeding 
in  a  wrong  dire&ion,  the  fapient 
pilot  took  out  the  compafs,  and 
continued  to  turn  the  box,  in  the 
hope  of  making  the  needle  corref- 
pond  with  his  willies.  A  ftorm, 
meanwhile,  arofe,  and  it  was  with 
infinite  difficulty  that  they  reached 
the  Afiatic  fhore. 

Their  courfe  after  landing  was 
directed  to  Ekaterinadara,  or  Ca - 
the  vine s  gft>  the  capital  of  the 
Tchernomorlki  Coffacks,  or  Cof- 
facks  of  the  Black  Sea,  formerly 
known  by  the  name  of  Zapo- 
rogztzoi,  a  term  alluding  to  their 
original  fituation  beyond  the  cata¬ 
racts  of  the  Dnieper,  whence  they 
were  removed  by  Catherine,  to  the 
banks  of  the  Kuban,  in  order  to 
check  the  inroads  of  the  Circaffians 
and  Tartars.  “  They  are  a  brave, 
but  rtide  and  warlike  people;  pof- 
feffing  little  of  the  refinement  of 
civilized  fociety,  although  much 
inward  goodnefs  of  heart  ;  and 
they  are  ready  to  lhew  the  greateft 
hofpitality  to  ftrangers  who  folicit 
their  aid.”  The  territory  which 
they  occupy  comprehends  upwards 
of  a  thoufand  fquare  miles.  They 
could  once  mufter  an  army  of  forty 
thoufand  cavalry  ;  they  cannot 
now  raife  more  than  fifteen  thou¬ 
fand. 


A  traveller  with  a  light  car* 
riage  may  proceed,  throughout 
this  part  of  the  Kuban,  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
miles  a  day.  The  vehicle  of  Dr. 
Clarke  and  his  friend,  heavily 
laden  as  it  was,  accomplifhed  fe- 
venty  miles.  The  whole  of  the 
foil  is  covered  with  fine  pafture 
herbage.  Jult  before  they  reached 
the  Coflack  capital,  the  Circaffian 
chain  of  mountains  opened  on  their 
view.  <(  Mount  Chat  in  Caucafus 
is  faid  to  be  higher  than  Mont 
Blanc :  it  is  certainly  vifible  at 
the  immenfe  diftance  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  miles.”  Yet  Dr.  Clarke 
thinks  that  the  (( range  of  Mount 
Caucafus  has  neither  the  apparent 
altitude  nor  grandeur  of  the  Al¬ 
pine,  whatever  their  relative 
heights  may  be.’’ 

Ekaterinedara  had  been  founded 
only  eight  years  when  Dr.  Clarke 
vifited  it.  To  a  town  it  bore  no 
likenefs ;  but  had  the  appearance 
of  a  grove  or  foreft  of  oaks,  in 
which  were  fcattered  a  number  of 
widely  feparated  cottages.  The 
houfes  of  the  inhabitants  were, 
however,  neater  than  our  beft  Eng- 
lifh  cottages.  The  Coflacks  had 
dug  into  the  tumuli  to  form  ice 
and  wine  cellars,  and  had  found 
feveral  vafes  and  Ikeletons.  Un¬ 
fortunately  they  deftroyed  every 
thing  they  difcovered.  The  water 
of  the  town  is  unwholefome,  and 
the  air  is  peftilential ;  two  evils 
which  militate  ftrongly  againft  the 
profperity  of  this  infant  metro¬ 
polis.  , 

Dr.  Clarke  and  his  friend  were 
received  with  true  Colfack  hofpi¬ 
tality.  The  Ataman  informed 
them,  alfo,  that  the  Circaffians  had 
fued  for  peace,  under  the  media¬ 
tion  of  the  pacha  of  Anapa,  that 

he 
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he  was  to  meet  their  prinees  and 
the  pacha  in  the  morning,  and 
that,  as  the  ceremony  might  per¬ 
haps  amufe  them,  he  would  include 
Dr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Cripps  among 
the  perfons  of  his  fuite. 

The  ceremony  did,  indeed,  af¬ 
ford  them  infinite  pleafure.  Dr. 
Clarke  declares  that  he  never  be¬ 
held  fo  fine  a  fight  as  that  of  the 
Coflacks  proceeding  to  the  place 
of  meeting  ;  the  fplendor  of  the 
drefles  being  far  beyond  that  of 
the  moft  magnificent  theatre. 
When  the  two  parties  met,  the 
fcene  was  varied  by  the  Angular 
and  pi&urefque  appearance  of  the 
aflembled  Circafllans.  The  pacha 
of  Anapa  was  evidently  not  at  eafe 
among  the  Coflacks,  whom  he  had 
been  taught  to  cop.fider  as  trea¬ 
cherous  barbarians ;  but  when,  on 
his  alking  the  Ataman  from  what 
country  Dr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Cripps 
came,  he  was  informed  that  they 
were  Engliih  gentlemen,  travelling 
for  amufement  among  the  very 
people  whofe  appearance  gave  him 
fo  much  uneafinefs,  he  feetned  to 
regain  all  his  compofure.  He 
fpoke  very  highly  of  the  Engliih, 
and  faid  that  the  obligations  which 
England  had  conferred  uponTurkey 
would  never  be  forgotten. 

((  The  extraordinary  appearance 
of  the  Circaflian  princes  drew  my 
attention  entirely  to  them.  Their 
clothes  were  as  ragged  as  any 
Engliih  beggars,  and  their  necks 
and  legs  quite  bare.  A  few  only 
had  flippers  of  red  leather  on  their 
feet.  Their  heads  were  all  lhaved, 
and  covered  on  the  crown  wirh 
fmall  Ikull  caps,  laced  with  filver. 
In  their  belts  they  had  large  piftols, 
and  by  each  of  their  fides  was  fuf- 
pended  a  fabre  and  a  knife.  Ball 
cartridges,  fewed  fingly,  were 
Vol.  LII.  or  Vol.  X.  New  Se 
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ranged  in  rows  upon  their  breads. 
The  11  ceves  of  their  jackets, 
being  worn  out  at  the .  r  el¬ 
bows,  plates  of  filver,  or  of  Heel 
armour,  inlaid,  appeared  through 
the  holes,  which  they  wore  next 
the  Ikin,  covering  their  arms,  and 
other  wife  concealed  by  clothes.  A 
coat  of  mail  covered  alfo  the  bread, 
and  the  red  of  the  body.  Some 
of  them  wore  a  fort  of  iron  diirt, 
made  of  twided  mail,  or  rings  fo 
clofely  interwoven,  and  fo  well 
adapted  to  the  form,  that  every 
part  of  the  body  was  covered  and 
protected,  except  the  face.  A  bow 
and  quiver  are  fattened  by  draps 
round  the  hips.’* 

Of  the  lower  clafs  of  Circalfians, 
Dr.  Clarke  gives  the  following 
defcription.  “  Here  we  faw  fome 
of  the  wilded  mountaineers  of  Oau- 
cafus,  all  of  whom  were  completely 
armed,  and  all  robbers  by  profef- 
fion.  The  reprefen  tat  ions  made 
of  the  natives  in  the  South  Seas 
do  not  picture  human  nature  in  a 
more  favage  date  than  it  appears 
among  the  Circadians.  Indru&ed 
from  their  infancy  to  confider  war 
and  plunder  not  only  as  a  necelfary, 
but  as  an  honourable  occupation, 
they  bear  in  their  countenance  a 
mod  drikingexpredion  of  ferocious 
valour,  of  cunning,  fufpicion,  and 
didrud.  If,  while  a  Circadian  is 
danding  behind  you,  a  fudden  re- 
trofpefl  betrays  you  his  features, 
his  brow  lowers,  and  he  feems  to 
meditate  fome  defperate  a& ;  but 
the  indant  that  he  perceives  he  is 
obferved,  his  countenance  relapfes 
into  a  deceitful  futile,  and  he  puts 
on  the  mod  obfequious  and  fubmif- 
five  attitude  imaginable.  Their 
bodies,  efpecially  their  legs,  feet, 
and  arms,  are  for  the  mod  part 
naked.  They  wear  no  fhirt,  and 
ries*  [3  O]  only 
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only  a  pair  of  coarfe  ragged  draw¬ 
ers,  reaching  a  little  below  the 
knee.  Over  their  fhoulders  they 
carry,  even  during  the  greatest 
heat  of  fummer,  a  thick  and  heavy 
cloak  of  felt,  or  the  hide  of  a  goat, 
with  the  hair  on  the  outfide,  which 
reaches  below  the  waift.  Under 
this  covering  appears  the  fabre, 
bow  and  quiver,  mnlket,  and  other 
weapons.  The  peafants  as  well  as 
the  princes  {have  their  heads,  and 
cover  it  with  the  fkull  cap,  as  be¬ 
fore  mentioned.  Difference  of  rank, 
indeed,  fee  ins  to  caufe  little  dif- 
tinCtion  of  drefs  among  them,  ex¬ 
cept  that  the  peafant  further  covers 
the  head  and  fhoulders  with  a  large 
'  cowl.  The  beauty  of  features  and 
form,  for  which  the  Circaffians 
have  fo  long  been  celebrated,  is 
certainly  prevalent  among  them. 
Their  nofes  are  aquiline,  their 
eye-brows  arched  and  regular, 
their  mouths  fmall,  their  teeth  re¬ 
markably  white,  and  their  ears 
not  fo  large  nor  fo  prominent  as 
among  the  Tartars  ;  though,  from 
wearing  the  head  fhaven,  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  difadvant3ge,  according  to 
European  notions.  They  are  well- 
fhaped,  and  very  light  limbed, 
being  generally  of  the  middle  fize, 
feldom  exceeding  five  feet  eight  or 
nine  inches.  Their  women  are  the 
raoft  beautiful  perhaps  in  the  world, 
of  enchanting  perfeftion  of  coun- 
'  tenance,  and  very  delicate  fea¬ 
tures.  Thofe  which  we  faw,  and 
which  were  the  accidental  captives 
of  war,  carried  off  with  their  fa¬ 
milies,  were  remarkably  handfome. 
Many  of  them,  though  fuffering 
from  ill  health,  fatigue,  and  grief, 
and  under  every  poffible  circum- 
ftance  of  difadvantage,  had  yet  a 
very  interefting  appearance.  Their 
hair  is  generally  dark  or  light 


brown,  fometimes  approaching  to 
black.  Their  eyes  have  a  fingular 
animation,  peculiar  to  the  Circaf- 
fian  people,  which  in  fome  of  the 
men  gives  an  expreflion  of  ferocity. 
The  moll  chofen  works  of  the  bell 
painters,  reprefenting  a  HeCfor  or 
a  Helen,  do  not  difplay  greater 
beauty  than  we  beheld  even  in  the 
prifon  of  Ekatarinedara,  where 
the  wounded  Circaffians,  male  and 
female,  clogged  with  fetters,  and 
huddfecl together,  were  pining  in 
ficknefs  and  farrow.’’ 

War  feems  to  be  the  bufinefs  of 
the  Circaffians.  The  petty  princes 
are  always  in  a  (fate  of  hoftility 
with  each  other,  and  even  the  la¬ 
bours  of  the  field  muft  be  carried 
on,  and  the  crops  guarded,  by  men 
who  are  conftantly  armed.  The 
Circafiian  is  a  being  of  dauntless 
bravery.  To  furrender  is  an  idea 
which  never  enters  into  his  mind  ; 
but,  while  a  fpark  of  life  remains, 
he  will  continue  to  combat  with 
even  a  multitude  of  enemies.  It 
is  only  when  wounded,  and  dif- 
abled  by  lofs  of  blood,  that  he  can 
be  made  prifoner,  and  he  bears  the 
pain  of  his  wounds  without  a 
groan.  The  bow  is  one  of  his  moft 
formidable  weapons.  He  ufes  it 
with  great  Ikill,  a l w ays  making  fu re 
of  his  aim,  and  fometimes  taking 
poll  like  a  rifleman,  in  trees,  or 
among  rocks,  whence  he  picks  out 
the  officers.  Both  bows  and  arrows 
are  inimitably  formed.  The  arrow 
is  tipped  with  iron,  and  exquifitely 
wrought ;  and  the  Coffacks  and 
Ruffians  dread  its  effe&s,  and  be¬ 
lieve  the  wound  to  be  incurable. 
Dr.  Clarke  brought  away  one  of 
thefe  arrows,  which  “  had  actu¬ 
ally  paffed  through  the  body  of  a 
Coflack  horfe,  and  killed  the  ani¬ 
mal  on  the  fpot.”  As  horfemen. 
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the  Circafiinns  are  fuperioreven  to 
the  Coftacks,  and  their  horfes  are 
excellent. 

The  travellers  pafied  twice  into 
the  Circaffian  territory,  or  rather 
on  to  the  edge  of  it,  for  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  advifeable  to  at¬ 
tempt  a  further  advance.  They 
could,  therefore,  glean  but  few 
particulars  with  refpedt  to  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  natives.  The  Circaf¬ 
fian  dances,  Dr.  Clarke  fays,  are 
unlike  thofe  of  every  other  nation  ; 
and,  from  the  defcription  which  he 
gives  of  them,  they  feem  to  have 
ne>  pretentions  to  grace.  Of  their 
mufical  inftruments  he  faw  only 
one;  a  filver  flute,  called  carnil, 
about  two  feet  long,  and  having 
no  more  than  three  finger  holes, 
towards  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
tube.  “  The  mode  of  blowing 
this  inftrument  is  as  remarkable  as 
the  found  produced.  A  fmall  flick 
is  placed  in  the  upper  end  of  a 
flute,  open  at  either  extremity ; 
which,  being  drawn  out  to  the 
length  of  an  inch,  is  preffed  by  the 
performer  againfl  the  roof  of  the 
mouth.  It  is  very  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive  how  any  tunes  can  be  pro¬ 
duced  in  this  manner,  as  the  per¬ 
former’s  mouth  is  kept  open  the 
whole  time,  and  he  accompanies 
the  notes  with  his  own  voice.  By 
the  violent  Braining  of  every  muf- 
cle  in  his  countenance,  the  per¬ 
formance  feemed  a  work  of  diffi¬ 
culty  and  labour,  the  founds  all 
the  while  refembling  the  droning 
noife  of  a  bagpipe.  I  wifhed  to 
purchafe  the  inftrument  with  a 
quantity  of  fait,  the  only  money 
they  receive  in  payment,  but  its 
owner,  deriving  his  livelihood  and 
confequence  among  his  countrymen 
entirely  from  the  ufe  of  if,  would 
not  confent  to  fell  it.  The  Cir- 
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caftians  know  nothing  of  the  value 
of  coins,  ufing  them  only  to  adorn 
their  perfons ;  and  even  for  this 
purpofe  they  did  not  feem  defirous 
to  poftefs  the  few  filver  pieces  that 
we  offered  to  them." 

The  travellers  now  continued 
their  route  along  the  Kuban  to¬ 
wards  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus, 
the  modern  Peninfula  of  Taman. 
For  a  part  of  their  journey  they 
were  tormented  even  to  agony  by 
the  mufquitos,  which,  as  the  coun¬ 
try  is  fwampy,  are  as  numberlefs 
as  the  fands  of  the  fea.  The  infide 
of  the  carriage  was  filled  with 
them,  and  in  fpite  of  gloves, 
clothes,  and  handkerchiefs,  their 
bodies  were  one  entire  wound. 
“It  was/'  fays  the  narrator,  “  the 
moft  fultry  night  I  ever  experi¬ 
enced  ;  not  a  breath  of  air  was 
Birring,  nor  could  I  venture  to 
open  the  windows  of  the  carriage, 
though  almoft  fuffocated,  through 
fear  of  the  mufquitos.  Swarms, 
neverthelefs,  found  their  way  to 
my  hiding  place ;  and  when  I 
opened  my  mouth,  it  was  filled 
with  them.  My  head  was  bound 
in  handkerchiefs  ;  yet  they  found 
their  way  into  my  ears  and  noftrils. 
In  the  midft  of  this  torment,  I 
fucceeded  in  lighting  a  large  lamp 
over  the  fwordcafe,  which  was  in- 
ftantly  extinguiffied  by  fuch  a  pro¬ 
digious  number  of  thefe  infedts, 
that  their  dead  bodies  actually  re¬ 
mained  heaped  in  a  large  cone  over 
the  burner  for  feveral  days  after¬ 
wards."  That  nothing  might  be 
wanting  to  complete  their  mifery, 
the  carriage  was  dragged  for  miles 
together  through  ftagnant  ponds,  fo 
that  every  corner  of  the  interior 
was  covered  with  {linking  {lime  ; 
and  when  they  ftepped  out  of  it, 
the  ground  feemed  entirely  alive 

3  O  2  with 
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with  innumerable  toads.  This 
plague  did  not  ceafe  till  they  came 
in  fight  of  the  Straits  of  Taman. 

On  the  elevated  grounds,  they 
obferved  a  lingular  kind  of  military 
obfervatories,  each  of  which  con¬ 
tained  a  fingle  perfon.  “  They 
referable  fo  many  eagle’s  nefts,  each 
of  which  is  placed  upon  three  up¬ 
right  tall  poles,  or  trunks  of  trees. 
Here  a  Coifack  centinel,  handing 
with  his  fufil,  continually  watches 
the  motions  of  the  Circaffians,  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Kuban.” 

Near  Sienna,  the  Cepus  of  Strabo, 
they  explored,  a  curious  ancient 
tomb,  of  immenfe  magnitude, 
■which  had  recently  been  opened. 
By  what  fet  of  Grecian  colonifts  it 
was  conftru&ed  cannot  be  afeer- 
tained  ;  but  the  work  proves  that 
arches  are  of  greater  antiquity  than 
fome  imagine,  as  “  the  roof  exhi¬ 
bits  the  fineft  turned  arch  imagin¬ 
able,  having  the  whitenefs  of  the 
pureft  marble. ’’  Many  curiolities 
were  found  in  this  tomb,  but  fome 
were  ftolen  by  the  Ruffian  foldiers,. 
others  were  deftroyed,  and  the 
only  one  which  remained  was  a 
maffy  gold  ornament  for  the  wrift 
or  ankle.  “  Its  weight  equalled 
three  quarters  of  a  pound.  It  re- 
prefented  the  body  of  a  ferpenc, 
curved  in  the  form  of  an  ellipfe, 
having  two  heads,  which,  meeting 
at  oppofite  points,  made  the  open¬ 
ing  for  the  wrift  or  ankle.  Thefe 
ferpent  heads  were  ftudded  with 
rubies,  fo  as  to  imitate  eyes,  and 
to  ornament  the  back  part  of  each 
head  by  two  diftindt  rows  of  gems. 
The  reft  of  the  bracelet  was  alfo 
further  adorned  by  rude  graved 
work.” 

Taman  ftands  on  the  {cite  of  the 
ancient  city  of  Phanagoria,  among 
the  ruins  of  which  city  valuable 


coins  and  fragments  of  fculpture 
are  frequently  difeovered.  Of 
fome  of  the  veftiges  of  antiquity, 
at  Taman,  Dr.  Clarke  gives  an 
interefting  account.  The  new  for- 
trefs  of  Taman,  which  the  Ruffians 
were  then  employed  in  building, 
is,  he  fays,  an  abfurd  and  ufelefs 
undertaking  ;  as  an  army  may  ap¬ 
proach  clofe  to  its  walls,  protedied 
from  its  artillery  by  a  natural  fofle, 
and  even  unperceived  by  the  gar- 
rifon.  In  the  eye  of  tafte,.  it  has 
a  ft  ill  worfe  fault.  It  is  “calcu¬ 
lated  to  become  the  fepulchre  of 
the  few  remaining  inferibed  mar¬ 
bles,  and  Grecian  bas  reliefs,  which 
are  daily  buried  in  its  founda¬ 
tion.  ” 

A  paflage  of  twelve  miles  acrofs 
the  Straits  of  Yenikale,  brought 
the  travellers  to  the  town  of  the 
fame  name  in  the  Crimea.  There 
they  obtained  lodgings  in  thehoufe 
of  a  man  of  integrity  and  inform¬ 
ation,  who  was  by  birth  a  Spar¬ 
tan,  and  a  native  of  Mifitra.  “  If 
we  may  judge  of  the  Greeks  in 
general,”  fays  Dr.  Clarke,  “  from 
the  view  we  had  of  them  in  this 
part  of.  the  Crimea,,  they  are  re¬ 
markable  for  cleanlinefs,  and  for 
the  attention  paid  to  decency  and 
order  in  their  dwellings.  The 
women  are  perhaps  the  raoft  indus¬ 
trious  houfewives  upon,  earth,  and 
entirely  the  flaves  of  the  family. 
Their  cookery  is  fimpleand  whole- 
fome.  We  never  faw  them  idle. 
They  have  no  deft  re  to  go  abroad  ; 
and  if  the  employments  of  the 
houfe  admit  of  their  fitting  down 
for  a  fhort  time,  they  begin  to 
fpin,  or  to  wind  cotton.  Yenikale 
is  a  1  moil  wholly  inhabited  by 
Greeks.  The  men  are  for  the 
moft  part  abforbed  in  mercenary 
fpeculations  j  but  the  women  are 
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gentle,  humane,  obliging,  and  de- 
ferving  of  the  higheft  praTe.” 

Leaving  Yenikale,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  which  innumerable 
coins  and  other  veftiges  of  the 
Eofporian  kings  are  difcovered, 
the  travellers  proceeded  to  Kert¬ 
chy,  which  Hands  on  the  lire  of  the 
ancient  Panticapasum.  At  Kertchy 
they  firfl  had  ocular  proof  of  the 
ravages  which  the  Ruffians  have 
committed  on  the  Crimea  fince  they 
fraudulently  became  mailers  of  it. 
According  to  the  evidence  of  fome 
of  the  inhabitants,  it  appeared  that 
five  thoufand  lioufes  had  been  de- 
flroyed,  that  the  remaining  Greek 
inhabitants  were  infulted  and  plun¬ 
dered,  and  that  (t  of  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  hitherto  fcourged 
this  devoted  land,  none  have  prov¬ 
ed  fo  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
literature  as  the  Ruffians  of  whom 
the  moll  ftriking  chara&eriftic  is 
faid  to  be,  their  wantonly  deftroy- 
ing  whatever  is  prized  by  enlight¬ 
ened  nations. 

Antiquities  are  common  at  Kert¬ 
chy  ;  the  walls  of  the  town  being 
full  of  broken  and  entire  marbles, 
and  with  bas-reliefs  and  infcrip- 
tions,  which  are  alfo  placed  over 
the  doors  of  the  houfes  by  way  of 
ornament,  and  even  ufed  as  Heps 
before  the  doors. 

The  moll  aflonilhing  of  all  the 
ancient  remains  is,  however,  a 
tomb,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Kertchy,  called  the  Altyn  Abo, 
which  the  Greeks  erroneously 
pretend  to  be  the  tomb  of  Mithri- 
dates.  It  Hands  on  the  moll  ele¬ 
vated  fpot  of  this  part  of  the 
Crimea,  and  is  vifible  for  miles 
round.  For  whomever  it  may  have 
been  erefled,  it  is  an  aftonifhing 
work.  “  Its  height  and  fize  are  fo 
remarkable,”  fays  Dr.  Clarke, 


[939 

“  that  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  be¬ 
lieve  it  the  refult  of  human  la¬ 
bour.”  Its  Tides  prefent  that  fhi- 
pendous  mafonry  which  is  feen  in 
the  walls  of  Tyrins,  near  Argos, 
in  the  Morea  ;  where  immenfe  un- 
Ihapen  mafles  of  Hone  are  placed 
together  without  cement,  according 
to  their  accidental  forms.  The 
wellern  part  is  entire  although  the 
others  have  fallen.’ *  From  the 
fummit  of  the  Altyn  Abo  the  fpec- 
tator  fees  tumuli  fcattered  around 
him  in  all  dire&ions. 

In  their  road  to  Caffa,  Dr. 
Clarke  had  ocular  proof  that  what 
he  had  read  of  fwarms  of  locufts, 
was  not  exaggerated,  as  he  had 
always  fuppofed  it  to  be.  (i  The 
fieppes  were  entirely  covered  by 
their  bodies;  and  the  numbers  fall¬ 
ing  refembled  Hakes  of  fnow,  car¬ 
ried  obliquely  by  the  wind,  and 
fpreading  a  thick  mift  over  the  fun. 
Myriads  fell  over  the  carriages, 
the  horfes,  and  the  drivers.”  He 
was  told  that  perfons  had  been 
even  fuffocated  by  a  fall  of  locufts 
in  the  Jleppcs.  The  locuft  is  of  a 
lively  red  colour,  and  the  ftrength 
of  its  legs  is  amazing;  for  when 
preiled  down  upon  a  table  by  the 
hand,  it  can  almoft  raife  the  linger. 

The  peninfula  is  likewife  infeft- 
ed  by  a  variety  of  infers,  among 
which  are  three  fpecies  of  fpiders, 
all  highly  poifonous.  One  of  thefe 
is  the  large  black  tarantula,  the 
claws  of  one  of  which,  caught  by 
Dr.  Clarke,  embraced  a  circum¬ 
ference  the  diameter  of  which  was 
nearly  three  inches. 

Caffa  once  contained  thirty-fix 
thoufand  houfes  within  its  walls, 
and  eight  thoufand  within  the 
fuburbs,  and  bore  the  appellation 
of  the  Lefler  Conftantinople.  What 
is  now  its  ftate  ?  Fifty  families 

compose 


.940]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810. 


compofe  its  whole  population  !  If 
we  a(k  by  whom  its  deftruftion  has 
been  accomplifncd,  theanfwer  muft 
be — by  the  Ruffians.  Thefe  mon- 
fters  have  performed  the  work  of 
de vacation  in  the  moll  pitilefs 
manner.  ((  At  Caffa,  during  the 
time  we  remained/5’  fays  Dr. 
Clarke,  u  the  foldiers  were  allow, 
ed  to  overthrow  the  beautiful 
mofques,  or  to  convert  them  into 
magazines,  to  pull  down  the  mi¬ 
narets,  tear  up  the  public  foun¬ 
tains,  and  to  deftroy  all  the  public 
aquedufts,  for  the  fake  of  a  (mail 
quantity  of  lead,  which  they  were 
thereby  enabled  to  obtain.”  In 
another  place,  he  adds,  i(  the  moil 
lamentable  part  of  the  injury  here 
fuftained  has  been  in  the  defiruftion 
of  the  conduits  and  public  foun¬ 
tains,  which  conveyed,  together 
with  the  pureft  water  from  diftant 
mountains,  a  fource  of  health  and 
comfort  to  the  people.  They  firft 
carry  off  the  leaden  pipes  to  make 
bullets  ;  then  they  take  down  all 
the  marble  (labs  and  large  (tones 
for  building  materials,  which  they 
employ  in  the  conftruclion  of  bar¬ 
racks  ;  laftly,  they  blow  up  the 
channels  which  convey  water,  be- 
caufe  they  fay  the  water  porters 
cannot  earn  a  livelihood  where 
there  are  public  fountains  !'* 

Between  Caffa  and  Aktiar,  all 
through  the  interior  of  the  penin- 
fula,  the  country  is  a  flat  common, 
entirely  neglefted,  becaufe  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  are  too  indolent  and  ftupid 
to  cultivate  it,  and  the  Tartars  and 
Greeks  do  not  chufe  to  till  the 
foil  when  they  know  that  they 
fliould  be  robbed  of  the  produce. 
At  Stara  Crim  the  travellers  faw 
the  ruins  of  an  ancient  bath,  and 
beyond  it  they  palled  a  vallum. 
Hill  very  per  fed,  and  of  great  ex¬ 


tent.  At  Karafubuzar  the  Ruffians 
have  done  rather  lefs  mifehief  than 
at  other  places  ;  but  fuch  is  their 
love  of  havoc,  that  they  have  bro¬ 
ken  up  the  Tartar  grave-ftones,  for 
building  materials,  though  other 
ftone  might  have  been  readily  pro¬ 
cured. 

Akmetchet,  or,  as  the  Ruffians 
call  it,  Sympheropol,  is  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  governor-general  of 
the  Crimea.  It  is  more  honoured 
by  being  the  refidence  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  ProfeATor  Pallas,  to  whom 
the  emprefs  Catherine  gave  a  fplen- 
did  eftate,  in  an  unwholefome  air, 
as  a  reward  for  his  fervices.  He 
received  the  travellers  with  a 
houndlefs  hofpitality,  facilitated  all 
their  enquiries,  and,  indeed,  treat¬ 
ed  them  with  an  almoft  parental 
kindnefs.  Akmetchet  is  indebted 
to  his  interceffion  for  its  having 
fuffered  lefs  than  other  Crimean 
cities. 

At  length  Dr.  Clarke  and  his 
companion  reached  Baktcheferai, 
once  the  capital  of  the  peninfula. 
“  It  is  one  of  the  mod  remarkable 
towns  in  Europe ;  firft,  in  the  no¬ 
velty  of  its  manners  and  cuftoms, 
which  are  ftriftly  oriental,  and  be¬ 
tray  nothing  whatfoever  of  an  Eu¬ 
ropean  cha rafter  ;  fecondly,  in  the 
fite  of  the  town  itfelf,  which  oc¬ 
cupies  the  craggy  Tides  of  a  pro¬ 
digious  natural  foffe,  between  twq 
high  mountains,  fomewhat  like 
that  of  Matlock  in  Derbyfhire* 
The  view  breaks  all  at  once  upon 
the  traveller  in  a  mod  irregular 
and  fcattered  manner  ;  while  bub¬ 
bling  fountains,  running  waters, 
gardens,  terraces,  hanging  vine¬ 
yards,  and  groves  of  the  black 
poplar,  feemed  to  (often  the  horror 
of  rocks  and  precipices,  and  even 
make  them  appear  inviting.0 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the 
Ruffians  have  been  inert  in  a  place 
which  affords  fo  wide  a  fcope  for 
their  active  barbarifin.  The  city 
was  divided  into  feveral  depart¬ 
ments,  of  which  the  Greeks  occu¬ 
pied  one  extenfive  valley.  Of  this 
they  left  not  one  (lone  upon  ano¬ 
ther.  Of  the  ret  of  the  city  not 
a  third  remains ;  and  a  beautiful 
palace  of  the  Khan  is  fo  obliterated, 
that  a  guide  is  neceffary  to  difco- 
ver  where  it  flood.  The  work  of 
ruin  was  occafionally  enlivened  by 
a  little  murder  ;  the  Ruffian  fol* 
diers  amufmg  themfelves  with  fir¬ 
ing  at  the  Tartar  priests,  who, 
according  to  their  cuflom,  afcended 
the  minarets  to  proclaim  the  noon. 
After  having  given  a  (Iriking  ac¬ 
count  of  the  manner  in  which  pof- 
Ceffion  was  gained  of  the  Crimea, 
and  related  the  melancholy  fate  of 
the  Khan,  Dr.  Clarke  concludes 
the  narrative  in  the  following 
words.  il  If  it  be  now  afked, 
what  the  Ruffians  have  done  with 
regard  to  the  Crimea,  after  the 
depravity,  the  cruelty,  and  the 
murders,  by  which  it  was  obtained, 
and  on  that  account  became  fo  fa¬ 
vourite  an  acquifition  in  their  eyes, 
the  anfwer  is  given  in  a  few  words- 
They  have  laid  wafle  the  country ; 
cut  down  the  trees pulled  down 
the  houfes;  overthrown  the  facred 
edifices  of  the  natives,  with  all 
their  public  buildings;  deffroyed 
the  public  aquedudls  ;  robbed  the 
inhabitants  ;  infuhed  the  Tartars 
in  their  ads  of  public  worth  ip  ; 
torn  up  from  the  tombs  the  bodies 
of  their  anceftors,  calling  their  re¬ 
lieves  upon  dunghills,  and  feeding 
fwine  out  of  their  coffins ;  annihi¬ 
lated  all  the  monuments  of  anti¬ 
quity  ;  breaking  up  alike  the  fe- 
puRhrcs  of  Saints  and  Pagans,  and 


[941 

fcattering  their  afhes  in  the  air. 
*  Auferre Rape  re  t  T rttcidare^  falfus 
no  minibus  i  imperium  ;  aique  ubi  fo¬ 
il  tud  in  em  faciunt  paeem  appellant !' 

“  There  was  fomething  very 
emphatic  in  the  fpeech  of  a  poor 
Tartar,  who,  one  day  lamenting  in 
his  garden  the  havoc  made  among 
his  fruit  trees  by  a  fevere  froft, 
faid,  *  We  never  ufed  to  experi¬ 
ence  fuch  hard  weather  ;  but  fince 
the  Ruffians  came,  they  feem  tq 
have  brought  their  winter  along 
with  them/  " 

To  this  (abject  Dr.  Clarke  re¬ 
peatedly  adverts  with  the  true 
feeling  of  a  man  of  cl affical  learn¬ 
ing  and  pure  tafte.  We  (hall  no¬ 
tice  only  one  inftance  more.  It 
poffeffes  a  particular  intereft  at  this 
moment,  when  the  bafe  policy  of 
the  European  powers  tends  either 
to  retain  the  Greeks  in  flavery,  or 
to  throw  them  upon  Ruffia  for  pro¬ 
tection — the  protection  of  the  wolf 
to  the  Cheep, 

“  When  the  Ruffians  fettled  in 
the  country,  the  remains  of  the 
city  of  Cherfonefus  were  fo  confi- 
derable,  that  all  its  gates  were 
handing.  Tihefe  they  foon  demo- 
lifhed  ;  and  proceeding  in  their, 
favourite  employment  of  laying 
wafle,  they  pulled  down,  broke, 
burned,  and  deflroyed,  whatever 
they  could  find  which  might  ferve 
to  illuffrate  its  former  hiflory ; 
blowing  up  its  ancient  foundations, 
tearing  open  tombs ;  overthrowing 
temples  ;  and  then  removing  the 
maffes  of  hone  and  marble  to  Ak- 
tiar,  expofing  them  for  fale,  by 
cubic  meafure,  to  ferve  as  materials 
for  building.  If  the  Archipelago 
fhould  fall  under  the  dominion  of 
Ruffia,  the  fine  remains  of  ancient 
Greece  will  be  no  more ;  Athens 
will  be  rafed,  and  not  a  Clone  left 
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to  tell  where  the  city  flood.  Turks 
are  men  of  tafte  and  fcience,  com¬ 
pared  with  Ruffians.  Among  other 
interefling  antiquities,  which  the 
latter  had  removed  from  the  city 
of  Cherfonefus,  was  a  beautiful 
bas. relief,  of  white  marble,  exhi¬ 
biting  fculpture  equal  io  perfection 
to  fome  of  the  mofl  admired  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  art.  It  had  clofed 
the  entrance  to  the  tomb  of  a  phi- 
lofopher  by  the  name  of  Theagenes. 
Any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aktiar 
might  have  purchafed  it,  together 
with  a  ton  weight  befides,  of  other 
flones,  for  a  Angle  rouble.” 

From  Bachteferai  the  travellers 
made  an  excurfion  to  vifit  the 
Jewifh  colony  df  Dfchoufoutkale, 
“which,”  fays  Dr.  Clarke,  “  is 
perhaps  the  only  Jewifli  fettlement 
upon  earth,  where  that  people  exift 
fecluded  from  mankind,  in  the  free 
exereife  of  their  ancient  cuftoms 
and  peculiarities.”  The  town  con¬ 
tains  not  more  than  two  hundred 
houfes,  inhabited  by  about  twelve 
hundred  perfons.  It  is  feated  on 
a  very  lofty  precipice,  on  which  a 
fortrefs  was  formerly  conflruCled 
by  the  Genoefe,  and  the  latter  part 
of  the  afcent  is  fo  fteep  that  the 
travellers  were  forced  to  alight 
from  their  horfes,  and  aCiually  to 
climb  to  the  gateway.  As  they 
afcended  the  defile,  they  faw  a 
Greek  monaftery  or  church,  hewn 
in  the  very  fide  of  the  precipice 
with  infinite  labour,  and  fufpended 
like  a  martin’s  neft  on  the  face 
of  it,  beneath  ftupendous  rocks. 
Thefe  excavations  are  numerous 
in  the  Crimea,  and  were  made  by 
the  Greeks,  in  confequence  of  the 
Tartars  not  allowing  them  the  ufe 
of  a  public  church. 

This  place  is  inhabited  by  that 


Jewifli  feCI  which  is  called  the  Ka¬ 
raite,  who  differ  from  the  other 
Jews  by  “  a  rejection  of  the  Tal¬ 
mud,  a  difregard  to  every  kind  of 
tradition,  to  all  rabbinical  writings 
or  opinions,  all  marginal  interpola¬ 
tions  of  the  text  of  Scripture,  and, 
in  a  meafure  of  the  rule  of  their 
faith,  by  the  pure  letter  of  the 
law.”  They  are  the  Proteftants 
of  the  Jews.  Their  moral  charac¬ 
ter  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  that  of 
their  brethren  ;  their  honefty  being 
proverbial  in  the  Crimea,  and  the 
word  of  a  Karaite  being  confidered 
as  equal  to  a  bond.  Trade  or  ma¬ 
nufacture  engages  almoft  the  whole 
of  them. 

Dr.  Clarke  and  his  companion 
now  undertook  a  feries  of  excur- 
fions,  in  various  directions.  Their 
firft  was  to  the  Heracleotic  Cher¬ 
fonefus,  which  forms  the  fouth- 
weftern  angle  of  the  Crimea.  At 
Aktiar,  or,  as  the  Ruffians  call  it, 
Sevaftopol,  the  Ctenus  of  Strabo, 
they  were  hofpitably  received  by 
Prince  Viazemfkoy,  the  governor. 
Aktiar  is  a  confiderable  town,  and 
its  harbour,  fomething  like  that  of 
Malta,  is  excellent.  At  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  principal  harbour  are 
the  ruins  and  caverns  of  Inkerman, 
“  to  give  an  idea  of  which,”  Dr. 
Clarke  declares,  “  would  baffle  every 
power  of  pen  or  pencil.”  The 
rocks  all  round  the  extremity  of 
the  harbour  are  hewn  into  chapels, 
monafteries,  cells,  fepulchres,  and 
a  variety  of  works  which  confound 
and  aftonifh  the  beholder.  “  On 
the  fummit  of  a  mountain,  one 
entire  fide  of  which  is  excavated 
into  caverns,  (land  the  towers  and 
battlements  of  a  large  fortrefs, 
attributed  to  the  Genoefe,  but 
perhaps,  originally  a  part  of  the 
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fortifications  ereded  by  Diophan- 
tus,  one  of  the  generals  of  Mi- 
thridates.*' 

After  having  examined  the  ca¬ 
verns  of  Inkerman,  they  explored 
the  remains  of  Eupatoritim  and 
Cherfonefus,  the  promontory  of 
Parthenium,  or  at  leaft  that  which 
is  called  fo  by  Formaleoni,  and  the 
monaftery  of  St.  George,  the  latter 
of  which  is  fo  placed  among  Hop¬ 
ing  rocks  as  to  feem  inacceflible. 
They  then  proceeded  to  Balaclava, 
the  port  of  which  place  is  one  of 
the  bed  in  the  Crimea  ;  it  afford¬ 
ing  anchorage  for  (hips  of  any  bur¬ 
then,  and  being  perfedly  land¬ 
locked  by  lofty  mountains.  i(  But 
if  any  ill-fated  mariner,  driven  by 
tempefts,  fought  a  fhelter  in  the 
port  of  Balaclava,  during  the  reign 
of  Paul,  he  was  fpeedily  driven 
out  again,  or  funk,  by  an  enemy 
as  inhofpitable  as  the  winds  or  the 
waves.  The  inhabitants  had  fmall 
pieces  of  artillery  ftationed  on  the 
heights,  with  the  mod  pofitive 
orders  from  the  infane  tyrant,  to 
fire  at  any  veffel  which  Hiould  pre¬ 
fume  to  take  refuge  there.* ' 

In  his  defcription  of  Balaclava, 
Dr.  Clarke  introduces  the  fubjeft 
of  the  geology  of  the  Crimea,  and 
he  declares  that  there  is  no  part  of 
the  world  where  geological  pheno¬ 
mena  are  fo  extraordinary.  The 
drata  of  the  Crimea  have,  he  fays, 
been  formed  by  a  procefs  fo  inex¬ 
plicable,  that  no  attention  to  their 
pofition  will  afford  matter  for  any 
regular  fydematic  arrangement. 
Contrary  to  what  almod  uniformly 
happens  with  refped  to  the  other 
elevations  of  the  globe,  which  rife 
from  the  ead,  and  fall  towards  the 
wed,  the  declivities  of  the  Crimea, 
and  the  precipitous.  Tides  of  its 
mountains,  are  all  oppofed  to  the 
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fouth,  in  which  quarter  they  are 
all  broken  off  abruptly,  as  if  by  the 
finking  of  the  main  bed  in  the 
depths  of  the  Black  fea. 

From  Balaclava,  the  travellers 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  valley  of  Baidar, 
which,  with  much  exaggeration, 
has  been  called  the  Crimean  Tempe, 
and  Tauric  Arcadia.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  real.y  a  beautiful  vale,  rather 
more  than  ten  miles  in  length,  care¬ 
fully  cultivated  by  a  kind  and 
cleanly  Tartar  race,  the  meaned  of 
whom  poffeffes  a  double  dwelling  ; 
one  for  himfelf  and  his  gueds,  and 
the  other  for  his  women.  t(  In 
their  diet  they  make  great  ufe  of 
honey,  and  their  mode  of  keeping 
and  taking  bees  accords  with  the 
ufual  fimpliciry  of  their  lives. 
From  the  trunks  of  young  trees, 
about  fix  inches*  in  diameter,  they 
form  cylinders,  by  feraping  out 
almod  all  except  the  bark  ;  and 
then  clofing  their  extremities  with 
plader  or  mud,  they  place  them 
horizontally,  piled  one  upon  ano¬ 
ther,  in  the  gardens  for  hives.  They 
often  opened  thofe  cylinders  to 
give  us  frefh  honeys  and  the  bees 
were  detached,  merely  by  being 
held  over  a  piece  of  burning  paper, 
without  any  aid  of  fulphur,” 

From  the  valley  they  afeended, 
by  a  rugged  and  difficult  alpine 
pafs,  to  the  fummit  of  the  hills, 
whence  they  looked  down  upon  the 
iea,  rolling  at  fuchan  immenfe  dis¬ 
tance  below  them,  that-  its  waves 
were  unheard,  and  it  appeared  in- 
fignificant  compared  with  the  gran¬ 
deur  to  which  it  was  oppofed. 
From  this  elevation  they  had  to 
defeend  by  the  Merdvecn,  or  Stairs, 
which,  in  ages  part  all  record,  were 
cut  in  the  natural  rock.  By  thefe 
they  reached  in  fafety  the  village 
pf  ICutchuckoy,  which  hangs  upon 
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a  lofty  declivity  below  the  great 
fouthern  range  of  perpendicular 
precipices  ;  after  which  they  pur¬ 
sued  their  courfe  to  the  beautiful 
village  of  Aloupka,  beholding  im¬ 
mediately  before  them  the  ftupen- 
dous  promontory  of  Crin  Meto- 
pon.  On  the  next  day  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  along  the  fouthern  coaft. 
That  part  of  it  which  intervenes 
between  Kutchuckoy  and  Sudack, 
Dr.  Clarke  deferibes  as  a  terreftrial 
paradife. 

(<  At  Derykeny,  the  Tartar 
children  were  aflembled  in  the 
fchool  of  the  village,  learning  to 
read.  The  eldeft  boy  led  the  way, 
pronouncing  the  leffon  diftin&ly  in 
a  loud  tone,  from  a  manufeript 
copy  of  the  Koran.  The  reft,  to 
the  number  of  twenty,  were  fquatt- 
ed  in  the  Tartar  mode  upon  little 
low  benches,  accompanying  with 
their  voices,  and  keeping  time  by 
nodding  their  heads.  It  was  amuf- 
ing  to  obferve  the  readinefs  with 
which  their  little  prefident  detected 
any  of  them  in  an  error,  in  the 
midft  of  all  the  noife  they  made, 
although  reading  himfelf  with  the 
utrnoft  effort  of  his  lungs. M 

They  quitted  the  coaft  at  Alufta, 
and  crofted  the  Tchedirdagh,  the 
Mons  Trapezus  of  Strabo.  Dr. 
Clarke  was  too  ill  to  reach  the 
fummit,  bur  his  friend,  Mr.  Cripps, 
performed  that  talk,  and  was  re¬ 
warded  by  a  boundlefs  view  over 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Crimea. 
This  mountain  does  not  exceed 
1,300  feet  in  perpendicular  height, 
but  it  rifes  fo  abruptly  as  to  ap¬ 
pear  of  much  greater  altitude* 

From  Akmetchetthe  travellers, 
in  company  with  Profeffor  Pallas, 
paid  a  fecond  vifit  to  the  Hera- 
cleotic  Cherfonefus,  for  the  purpofe 
of  examining  the  remainder  of  its 


antiquities;  a  purpofe  which  they 
fatisfa&orily  accomplilhed.  The 
molt  aftonifhing  objedt  which  they 
furveved  was  undoubtedly  the  for- 
trefs  of  Mankoop,  erected  by  the 
Genoefe,  if  which  is  of  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  magnitude,  and  may 
be  deferibed  as  literally  in  the 
clouds.”  The  rock  on  which  it 
ftands  is  perforated  and  excavated 
in  a  variety  of  directions ;  and 
from  one  of  the  excavations,  which 
is  called  the  Cape  of  the  Winds, 
the  feene  is  fuch,  that  nothing  in 
Europe  can  furpafs  its,  tremendous 
grandeur. 

At  length  they  prepared  to  quit 
the  Crimea,  and  the  Ruffian  emr 
pire.  In  the  hope  of  obtaining  a 
paffage  in  a  Ttirkiili  veflel  they 
journeyed  to  Koftov,  bu^  were 
difappointed,  and  they  refolved, 
therefore,  to  attempt  to  reach  Con, 
ftantinople  by  land.  They  crofted 
the  Steppes  to  Pereeop,  which, 
though  a  wretched  place,  is,,  during 
the  fummer,  a  feene  of  great  buftle, 
in  eonfequence  of  the  commerce  in 
fait  which  is  there  carried  on.  The 
ifthmus  is  not  more  than  five  miles 
in  width,  and  from  the  centre  of 
it  the  water  is  vifible  on  both  fides. 
At  Pereeop  they  faw  many  of  the 
Nogay  Tartars,  whofe  diminutive 
form  induces  Dr.  Clarke  to  think 
that  they  are  of  the  fame  ftock 
with  the  Laplanders. 

The  country  as  far  as  Cherfon 
continues  on  a  dead  flat.  Cherfon 
Dr.  Clarke  found  rapidly  finking 
into  poverty,  its  commerce  being 
fo  completely  annihilated  that  its 
merchants  were  either  bankrupts, 
or  preparing  to  leave  the  place. 
He  is  of  opinion  that  it  never 
could  become  a  great  commercial 
eftablilhment,  as  the  mouth  of  the 
Dnieper  is  extremely  difficult  to 
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navigate,  from  its  being  filled  with 
Ihifting  fands.  The  architecture 
of  the  fortrefs  was  in  a  good  Hate, 
and  the  (lone  excellent,  but  the 
Ruffians  had  white-wa(hed  it— -a 
piece  of  barbarifm  in  which  they 
are  kept  in  countenance  by  our 
church-wardens.  Potemkin  was 
brought  to  Cherfon  after  his  death, 
and  it  was  intended  to  ereCI  a 
fplendid  monument  over  him ;  bu£ 
when  Paul  came  to  the  throne,  he 
ordered  thecorpfe  to  be  difinterred, 
and  thrown  into  the  firll  hole  that 
could  be  found.  It  now  lies,  like 
that  of  a  dog,  in  the  ditch  of  the, 
town.  The  benevolent  Howard,, 
as  is  well  known,  expired  at  Cher¬ 
fon,  and  he  was  buried  at  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Dauphigny,  about  five 
miles  from  that  place.  A  highly 
interefting  narrative  of  his  laft  mo¬ 
ments  is  given  by  Dr.  Clarke.  A* 
monument  was  raifed  over  his  re¬ 
mains,  but  it  is  already  finking 
into  a  ruinous  (late. 

Their  next  ftage  was  to  Nicho¬ 
laef,  a  diftance  of  forty-five  miles. 
Nicholaef  has,  within  a  few  years, 
darted  up  into  a  town  of  confider- 
able  importance  and  beauty ;  there 
being  “  no  town  to  compare  with 
it  in  all  the  fouth  of  Ruffia,  nor 
any  in  the  empire,  except  Mofcow 
and  Peterlburg.'*  It  (lands  on  the 
Bog,  and  is  the  great  naval  arfenal 
of  all  thofe  parts.  In  the  vicinity 
of  this  place  had  dood  a  fort  refs, 
the  foundation  of  which  was  af- 
cribed  to  Alexander  the  Great,  by 
the  tradition  of  the  country.  It 
was  dedroyed  by  order  of  the 
hateful  Paul.  About  twelve  miles 
from  Nicholaef  are  the  remains  of 
Olbiopolis,  the  only  Greek  city  of 
European  Sarmatia,  of  which  there 
is  any  ancient  medal  extant.  Dr. 
Clarke  had  not  time  to  explore  the 


ruins,  but  he  has  given  copies  of 
feveral  inferiptions  which  were 
found  among-  them. 

A  very  beautiful  aggregation  of 
mineralized  fea  (hells,  which  Dr. 
Clarke  found  between  Nicholaef 
and  OdeiTa,  affords  him  pn  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  geological  difeuffion,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  he  gives  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  communica¬ 
tion  between  the  Black  Sea  and 
the  Mediterranean,  was  formed  at 
a  period  fubfequent  to  the  Deluge, 
and  that  the  Black  Sea  is  gradually 
diminilhing  in  extent. 

It  was  originally  the  intention 
of  the  travellers  to  proceed  over 
land  to  Condantinople.  Circum- 
dances,  however,  induced  them  to 
change  their  plan,  and  it  was  forn 
tunate  that  they  did  fo,  for  they 
were  afterwards  informed  that  an 
order  from  the  Ruffian  government; 
had  been  expedited  to  Dubofar, , 
with,  inftru&ions  for  their  appre- 
henfion,  and  for  a  more  particular 
examination  of  their  papers  and 
baggage  than  the  nature  of  their 
contents  would  have  rendered  de¬ 
ferable.  In  their  baggage  they  fiad 
many  plans  of  ports,  and  other  do^ 
cuments,  the  poffeffion  of  which 
might  have  proved  fatal  to  them. 
Fortunately,  there  was  at  Odeffa, 
a  Venetian  brigantine,  bound  for 
the  Adriatic,  the  captain  of  which 
kindly  offered  to  facilitate  their 
efcape  in  his  veffel,  by  enforcing  the 
folidity  of  the  paffports  which  they 
had  brought  with  them.  This 
offer  they  joyfully  accepted,  and 
he  performed  his  part  in  the  moft 
friendly  and  effectual  manner.  Had 
he  not  (ucceeded,  they  were'deter- 
mined  to  avail  themfelves  of  one  of 
the  fmall  clumfy  Turkifh  boats, 
though  ‘f  the  neccffuy  of  a  voyage 
in  one  of  thofe  bean  cods’*  was  a 
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thing  on  which  they  did  not  me¬ 
ditate  with  much  pleafure. 

The  Black  Sea,  in  fpite  of  all 
that  Tournefort  has  faid  to  the 
contrary,  merits  its  chara&er  of 
being  exceedingly  dangerous.  It 
is  dotted  with  {hallows,  and  fub- 
jetit  to  thick  fogs,  and  to  fudden 
dorms  of  extreme  violence.  After 
having  palled  the  Ifle  of  Serpents, 
anciently  Leuce,  celebrated  in  hif- 
tory  for  the  tomb  and  temple  of 
Achilles,  they  fell  in  with  the  cur¬ 
rent  from  the  mouths  of  the  Da¬ 
nube,  The  waters  of  the  Danube 
communicate  a  white  colour,  and 
fre{hen  the  fea  for  nearly  the  dif- 
tance  of  three  leagues.  It  is  a 
curious  fatt  that  the  dolphins, 
which  every  where  elfe  are  dark, 
are  here  of  a  perfect  white. 

They  had  almoft  reached  the 
canal  of  Conftantinople  when  a 
dreadful  temped  arofe,  which  drove 
them  back,  and  for  more  than 
eight-and. forty  hours  threatened 
them,  every  inftant,  with  inevit¬ 
able  death.  At  length,  however, 
they  found  a  (belter  in  the  harbour 
of  Ineada,  where  Dr.  Clarke  had 
an  opportunity  of  obferving  a  feries 
of  bafaltic  columns,  forming  part 
of  the  cliff  towards  the  fea,  gene¬ 
rally  hexagonal  in  fhape,  and  con¬ 
fiding  of  decompofed  and  crumbling 
porphyry.  “  Nuclei  of  an  alumin¬ 
ous  fubdance  might  be  difcoyered 
in  the  very  centre  of  their  {hafts; 
and  white  veins  of  an  exceedingly 
foft  crumbling  femi-tranfparent 
matter,  not  half  an  inch  thick,  tra¬ 
veled  the  whole  range  in  a  direc¬ 
tion  parallel  to  the  bafe  of  the  co¬ 
lumns.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
vertical  fiffures  between  all  the 
pillars  were  filled  by  a  kind  of 
white  marble,  forming  a  line  of 
feparation  between  them,  which 


prevented  their  lateral  planes  from 
touching.  The  vertical  veins, 
thus  coating  the  fides  of  the  co¬ 
lumns,  were  in  fome  indances  three 
inches  in  thicknefs.”  Dr.  Clarke 
confiders  thefe  pillars  as  evidently 
the  refult  of  an  aqueous  depofi- 
tion. 

The  voyagers  at  lad  entered  in 
fafety  the  Straits  of  Condantinople, 
and  were  adonilhed  and  delighted 
with  the  fcene.  “  Scarcely  had  we 
time  to  admire  the  extraordinary 
beauty  of  the  villages,  fcattered  up 
and  down  at  the  mouth  of  this 
canal,  when  the  palaces  and  gar¬ 
dens  of  European  and  Afiatic 
Turks,  the  villas  of  foreign  am. 
baffadors,  mofques,  minarets,  and 
mouldering  towers,  and  ivy-man¬ 
tled  walls,  of  ancient  edifices,  made 
their  appearance.  Among  thefe 
we  beheld  an  endlefs  variety  of  ob- 
je&s  which  feemed  to  realize  tales 
of  enchantment  ;  fountains  and 
cemeteries,  hills,  mountains,  ter¬ 
races,  groves,  quays,  painted  gon¬ 
dolas,  and  harbours,  prefented  them- 
felves  to  the  eye,  in  fueh  rapid  fuc- 
ceflion,  that,  as  one  pi&ure  difap- 
peared,  it  was  fucceeded  by  a  fe- 
cond,  more  gratifying  than  the 
firfi.’* 

They  paufed  for  a  fhort  time  to 
examine  the  Cyanean  Ifies,  the 
fuppofed  temple  of  Jupiter  Urius, 
and  other  veftiges  of  antiquity,  and 
then  proceeded  to  Conftantinople 
in  one  of  the  gondolas  which  ply 
on  the  canal.  t(  The  grandeur 
of  the  fcenery  increafed  upon  us,’* 
fays  Dr.  Clarke,  as  we  ap¬ 
proached  the  capital.  The  fides  of 
the  canal  appeared  covered  with 
magnificent  pavilions,  whofe  por¬ 
ticoes,  reaching  to  the  water’s 
edge,  were  fupported  by  pillars  of 
marble,  when,  all  at  once,  the  prof- 
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ped  of  Conftantinople,  with  the 
towns  of  Scutari  and  Pera,  opened 
upon  us,  and  filled  our  minds  with 
fuch  aftonifhmcnt  and  admiration, 
that  the  impreffion  can  never  he 
effaced.’ * — “  The  Turkilh  fquad- 
ron,  returned  from  a  fummer  cruize, 
were,  when  we  arrived,  at  anchor 
off  the  point  of  the  Seraglio.  One 
of  the  ihips,  a  three  decker,  the 
conllrudion  of  a  French  engineer, 
of  the  name  of  Le  Brun,  furprized 
us  by  its  extraordinary  beauty 
and  the  fplendour  of  its  appearance. 
Its  guns  were  all  of  polilhed  brafs, 
and  its  immenfe  enftgn,  reaching  to 
the  furface  of  the  water,  was  en¬ 
tirely  of  filk.” 

With  a  defeription  of  the  won¬ 
derful  contrail  between  the  exterior 
and  the  interior  of  Conftantinople, 
we  (hall  clofe  our  analyfts  of  Dr. 
Clarke’s  volume.  e‘  After  what 
has  been  faid  of  the  external  mag¬ 
nificence  of  this  wonderful  city, 
the  reader  is  perhaps  ill  prepared 
for  a  view  of  the  interior  ;  the 
horror,  the  wretchednefs,  and  filth 
of  which  are  not  to  be  conceived. 
Its  ftreets  are  narrow,  dark,  ill 
paved,  and  at  the  fame  time  full  of 
holes  and  ordure.  In  the  moll 
abominable  alleys  of  London,  or 
Paris,  there  is  nothing  fo  difgufting. 
They  more  referable  the  interior 
of  common  fewers  than  public 
ftreets.  The  putrifying  carcafes 
of  dead  dogs,  with  immenfe  heaps 
of  dung  and  mud,  obftrud  a  paf- 
fage  through  them.  From  the  in¬ 
equalities  and  holes  in  the  narrow 
caufeway,  it  is  almoft  impoftible  to 
proceed  without  danger  of  putting 
an  ankle  out  of  joint.  We  landed 
at  Galata,  in  the  midft  of  dung¬ 
hills,  on  which  a  number  of  large, 
lean,  mangy  dogs,  fome  with 
whelps,  wallowing  in  mire,  and 
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all  covered  with  filth  and  dime, 
were  fprawling  or  feeding.  The 
appearance  of  a  Frank  inftantly 
raifes  an  alarm  among  thefe  ani¬ 
mals,  who  never  bark  at  the 
Turks;  and  as  they  were  roufed 
by  our  coming  on  Ihore,  the  noife 
became  fo  great  that  we  could  not 
hear  each  other  fpeak.  To  this 
clamour  were  added  the  bawlings 
of  a  dozen  porters,  vociferoufty 
proffering  their  fervices,  and  be¬ 
ginning  to  fquabble  with  each 
other  as  fall  as  any  of  them  ob¬ 
tained  a  burden.  At  length  we 
were  able  to  move  on  ;  but  in  fuch 
confufed,  and  yet  (linking  crowded 
lanes,  that  we  almoft  defpaired  of 
being  able  to  proceed.  The  fwarm 
of  dogs,  howling  and  barking, 
continually  accompanied  us,  and 
fome  of  the  largeft  attempted  to 
bite.  When  we  reached  the  little 
inn  of  Pera,  where  a  few  fmall 
rooms,  like  the  divifion  of  a  rabbit 
hatch,  had  been  prepared  for  our 
reception,  we  faw  at  lead  fifty  of 
the  mongrels  colleded  around  the 
door  in  the  yard,  like  wolves  dis¬ 
appointed  of  their  prey.  The  late 
ftorms  had  unroofed  feveral  of  the 
houfes  in  Pera  j  that  in  which  we 
~  lodged  was  among  the  number ; 
one  corner  of  it  had  been  carried 
away  by  the  wind,  fo  that,  with¬ 
out  climbing  to  the  top  for  a  view 
of  the  city,  we  commanded  a  fine 
profped  of  the  Golden  Horny  and 
part  of  Conftantinople,  through  the 
walls  of  our  bed-rooms,  which  were 
open  to  the  air.” 

Ce  Confidering  the  furpriftng  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  of 
Conftantinople,  the  notions  enter¬ 
tained  of  its  commerce,  and  the 
figure  it  has  long  made  in.  hiftory ; 
all  the  conveniences,  if  not  the 
luxuries  of  life,  might  be  there  ex- 
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petted.  Previous  to  an  arrival,  if 
any  enquiry  is  made  of  merchants, 
and  other  perfons  who  have  viftted 
the  place,  as  to  the  commodities 
of  its  markets  ;  the  answer  is  al- 
moft  always  charatterized  by  ex- 
aggeration.  They  will  affirm, 
that  every  thing  a  Granger  can  re¬ 
quire  may  be  purchafed  in  Oonftan- 
tihople  as  in  London,  Paris,  or 
Vienna  ;  whereas,  if  truth  be  told, 
hardly  any  one  article  good  of  its 
kind  Can  be  procured.  Let  a  fo¬ 
reigner  vifit  the  bazaars,  properly 
fo  called ;  he  will  fee  nothing  but 
flippers,  clumfy  boots  of  bad  lea. 
ther,  coarfe  muflins,  pipes,  to¬ 
bacco,  coffee,  cook-fhops,  drugs, 
flower-roots,  fecond-hand  piftols, 
poignards,  and  the  word  manufac¬ 
tured  wares  in  the  world.  In  Pera, 
where  Greeks  and  Italians  are;  fup- 
pofed  to  fupply  all  the  neceffities  of 
the  Franks,  a  few  pitiful  flails  are 
feen,  in  which  every  thing  is  dear 
and  bad.  Suppofe  a  ft  ranger  to 
arrive  from  a  long  journey,  in  want 
of  clothes  for  his  body  ;  furniture 
for  his  lodgings ;  books  or  maps 
for  his  inftruttiori  or  amufement ; 
papers,  pens,  ink,  cutlery,  fhoes, 
in  fhort,  thofe  articles  which  are 
found  in  almoft  every  city  of  the 
world  ;  he  will  find  few  or  none  of 
them  in  Conftantinople  ;  except  of 
a  quality  fo  inferior  as  to  render 
them  incapable  of  anfwering  any 
purpofe  for  which  they  were  in¬ 
tended.  The  few  commodities 
fcxpofed  for  fale  are  either  exports 
from  England,  unlit  for  any  other 
market,  or,  which  is  worfe,  Ger¬ 
man  and  Dutch  imitations  of  Eru 
glifh  manufatture.  The  woollen 
cloths  are  hardly  fuited  to  cover 
the  floor  of  their  own  country 
houfes  ;  every  article  of  cutlery 
and  hardware  is  deteftable  ;  the 


leather  nfed  for  boots  and  fhoes  is 
fo  bad  that  it  can  fcarcely  be 
wrought  ;  hats,  hofiery,  linen, 
buttons,  buckles,  are  all  of  the 
fame  charatter,  of  the  word  qua¬ 
lity,  and  yet  of  the  higheft  price. 
But  there  are  other  articles  of  mer¬ 
chandize  to  which  we  have  been 
accuftomed  to  annex  the  very  name 
of  Turkey,  as  if  they  were  the  pe¬ 
culiar  produce  of  that  country  ; 
and  thefe  at  leaft  a  foreigner  expetts 
to  find,  but  not  one  of  them  can 
be  had.  Afk  for  a  Turkey  carpet, 
you  are  told  you  muft  fend  for  it 
to  Smyrna  ;  for  Greek  wines,  to 
the  Archipelago  ;  for  a  Turkifh 
fabre,  to  Damafcus ;  for  the  fort  of 
done  exprefsly  denominated  tur- 
quoifty  they  know  not  what  yoa 
mean  ;  for  red  leather,  they  import 
it  themfelves  from  Ruffia  or  from 
Africa  ;  ilill  you  are  faid  to  be  in 
the  centre  of  the  commerce  of  the 
world ;  and  this  may  be  true 
enough  with  reference  to  the 
freight  of  veflels  paffing  the  Straits 
which  is  never  landed.  View  the 
exterior  of  Conftantinople,  and  it 
feems  the  moft  opulent  and  flou- 
riftiing  city  in  Europe  ;  examine 
its  inrerior,  and  its  miferies  and 
deficiencies  are  fo  ftriking,  that  it 
muft  be  confidered  the  meaneft  and 
pooreft  metropolis  in  the  world. 
The  lhips  which  croud  its  ports 
have  no  connettion  with  its  wel¬ 
fare  :  they  are  for  the  moft  part 
French,  Venetian,  Ragufan,  Scla- 
vonian,  and  Grecian  veflels,  to  or 
from  the  Mediterranean,  exchang¬ 
ing  the  produce  of  their  own  coun¬ 
tries  for  the  rich  harvefts  of  Po¬ 
land  ;  the  fait,  honey,  and  butter 
of  the  Ukraine;  the  hides,  tallow, 
hemp,  furs,  and  metals  of  Ruffia 
and  Siberia  :  the  whole  of  which 
exchange  is  tranfatted  in  other 
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ports,  without  any  interference  on 
the  part  of  Turkey.  Never  was 
there  a  people  in  pofl'effion  of  fuch 
advantages,  who  either  knew  or 
cared  fo  little  for  their  enjoyment. 
Under  a  wife  government,  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Conftaotinople  might 
ob:ain  the  riches  of  all  the  empires 
of  the  earth.  Situated  as  they  are, 
it  cannot  be  long  before  other  na¬ 
tions,  depriving  them  of  fuch  im¬ 
portant  fources  of  wealth,  will  con¬ 
vert  to  better  purpofes  the  advan¬ 
tages  they  have  fo  long  neglected.” 


The  Travels  of  Mirza  Abu  Taleb- 
khatjf  in  Afiay  Africa ,  a7id  Eu¬ 
rope  y  during  the  T  ears  I  'J  99, 

1 80b,  1801,  1802,  and  1803. 
Written  by  himfelf  in  the  Per- 
fan  Language .  Tranfated  by 
Charles  Stewart,  Efq.  M.  A.  S. 
Profejforof  Oriental  Languages  in 
ihe  Hon .  Eaf  bidia  Company*s 
College ,  Herts .  2Vols;  8vo. 

To  obtain  an  opportunity  of  be¬ 
coming  acquainted  with  the  ob- 
fervations  of  an  Aftatic,  on  the 
fubjedt  of  European  cuftoms  and 
fcenes,.  is  a  thing  of  rare  occur¬ 
rence.  Such  an  opportunity  is, 
however,  afforded  by  the  volumes 
which  Mr.  Stewart  has  tranflated. 
Independently  of  the  amufement 
which  they  afford,  two  advantages 
may  be  derived  from  peruftng  the 
icmarks  of  an  intelligent  foreigner. 
When  the  remarks  are  juft,  we  may 
be  made  to  perceive  thofe  defedls  in 
our  manners  and  cuftoms  of  which 
we  have  been  rendered  unconfcious 
by  long  familiarity  j  and  when, 
from  their  having  been  prompted 
by  mifinformation  or  imperfedl 
knowledge,  the  remarks  are  erro¬ 
neous,  we  may  be  taught  a  falutary 
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leffon,  and  one  of  which  we  too 
often  ft  and  in  need,  that  of  not 
haflily  cenfuring  the  ufages  and 
inftitutions  of  other  countries, 
while  we  are  in  ignorance  of  the 
caufes  which  gave  birth  to  them, 
or  the  probably  folid  reafons  why 
they  are  ftill  continued  in  exift- 
ence. 

Mirza  Abu  Talebkhan  was  well 
known  in  London,  in  the  years 
1800  and  180 r,  under  the  title  of 
the  Perfian  Prince ;  a  title  to  which 
he  had  no  claim*  but  which  he  did 
not  arrogate  to  himfelf,  it  having 
been  liberally  bellowed  on  him  by 
the  people  of  this  country.  The 
father  of  Mirza  Abu  was,  in  fadl, 
a  Perfian,  who  fled  from  the  ty¬ 
ranny  of  Nadir  Shah,  and  fettled 
in  Oude,  where  he  gained  the 
friendfhip  of  the  Nabob,  and  was 
appointed  to  a  high  office.  On 
the  death  of  the  Nabob  he  was, 
however,  obliged  to  fly  to  Ben¬ 
gal,  where  he  died.  Mirza  Abu 
himfelf  was  expofed  to  many  vicif- 
fitudes  of  fortune.  He  was  recalled 
to  Lucknow,  placed  in  a  high  fitu- 
ation,  difplaced,  replaced,  and  dif- 
placed  again.  He  feems,  indeed, 
to  have  been  an  honeft  man, 
anxious  to  perform  his  duty,  and 
therefore  not  much  fitted  to  pleafe 
any  court,  and  much  lefs  an  orien¬ 
tal  one.  As  it  was  at  the  entreaty 
of  the  Englifh  governor-general 
that  he  had,  in  the  laft  inftance, 
confented  •  to  accept  office,  Mirza 
naturally  looked  to  the  Englifli  in¬ 
fluence  for  fupport  againft  his  ene¬ 
mies.  When  finally  difmifled,  he, 
therefore,  retired  to  Calcutta, 
where  Lord  Cornwallis  and  Sir 
John  Shore  fucceffively  promifed 
to  befriend  him.  Their  removal, 

.  however,  prevented  them  from 
carrying  their  good  intentions  into 
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effed.  The  fortune  of  Abu  Mirza 
was  exha  lifted  by  the  long  delay. 
t(  All  my  dependents  and  adher¬ 
ents.'’  fays  he,  “  feeing  my  dif- 
trefs,  left  me  ;  and  even  fbme  of 
my  children,  and  the  domeftics 
brought  up  in  my  father’s  family, 
abandoned  me.  In  this  fituation 
I  was  quite  overcome  with  grief 
and  defpondency.”  While  he  was 
in  this  melancholy  condition,  he 
was  vilited  by  his  friend  captain 
R.  who  offered  to  take  him  to 
Europe,  to  teach  him  Englifh  dur- 
ring  the  voyage,  and  to  provide 
for  all  his  wants.  There  is  fome- 
thing  afFeding  in  the  manner  in 
which  poor  Mirza  hates  his  rea- 
fons  for  complying.  “  After  hav¬ 
ing  con  fide  red  his  propofal  for 
fome  time,”  fays  he,  “  I  refled- 
ed,  that,  as  the  journey  was  long, 
and  replete  with  danger,  fome  ac¬ 
cident  might  caufe  my  death,  by 
which  I  fhould  be  delivered  from 
the  anxieties  of  this  world,  and 
the  ingratitude  of  mankind.  I 
therefore  accepted  his  friendly  of¬ 
fer,  and  refolved  to  undertake  the 
journey." 

The  Britifh  fhip,  in  which  they 
were  to  have  taken  their  paffage, 
being  deftroyed  by  fire,  they  were 
compelled  to  go  on  board  a  Danifh 
one,  the  captain  of  which  was  ‘*a 
proud  felf-fufficient  fellow,"  with 
an  abundant  flock  of  knavery, 
while  ((  his  firfl  officer,  who  was 
an  American  by  birth,  refembled 
an  ill-tempered  growling  mafliff, 
but  underflood  his  duty  very  well.” 
In  their  way  down  the  Ganges  the 
captain  plundered  an  Englifh  veffel 
which  had  been  burnt  to  the 
water’s  edge,  and  deferted  by  the 
crew,  and  at  the  Nicobar  iflands 
he  contrived  to  cheat  the  natives. 
Mirza  witneffed  the  ufual  ceremo¬ 


nies  on  eroding  the  line,  from  a 
fnare  in  which  he  redeemed  himfelf 
by  a  prefen  t*  of  brandy;  and  foon 
after  this,  he  ate  fome  flying  fifh, 
which  he  thought  good  food,  and 
*«  fancied  they  had  fomewhat  of 
the  flavour  of  a  bird."  He  like- 
wife  explored  the  heavens  in  vain 
for  a  fouth  polar  liar.  His  voyage 
was  an  extremely  difagreeable  one, 
the  provifions  being  bad,  the  fhip 
noify  and  dirty,  and  the  weather 
tempefluous.  Among  his  miferies 
were  41  the  not  having  any  private 
place  for  ablution  ;  the  neceffity  of 
eating  with  a  knife  and  fork  ;  and 
the  impoffibility  of  purification." 
At  length  they  reached  Falfe  Bay, 
whence  they  travelled  to  Cape 
Town,  where  the  captain  was  pro- 
fecuted  for  plundering  the  Britifh 
veflel  in  the  Ganges,  and  was 
thereby  prevented  from  proceeding 
to  Europe. 

Mirza  had  not  long  fet  his  foot 
on  fhore  before  he  contraded  a 
hearty  diflike  of  the  Dutch,  and 
was  provoked  to  tell  his  landlord 
tha t  44  his  behaviour  was  that  of 
a  blackguard  Dutchman.”  His 
charader  of  the  Dutch  is  not  flat¬ 
tering  to  them.  44  All  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Dutch  women  whom  I  faw 
were  very  fat,  grofs,  and  infipid ; 
but  the  girls  born  at  the  Cape  are 
well  made,  handfome,  and  fpright- 
ly ;  they  are  alfo  good-natured, 
but  require  coflly  prefents.  Even 
the  married  women  are  fufpeded  ; 
and  each  of  the  Englifhmen  of  rank 
had  his  particular  lady,  whom  he 
vifited  without  interruption  from 
the  hufband,  who  generally  walk¬ 
ed  out  when  the  admirer  entered 
the  houfe.  The  confequence  was, 
that  the  Englifh  fpent  all  the  mo¬ 
ney  they  got ;  while  the  Hollander 
became  rich,  and  more  affluent 

than 
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than  under  their  own  govern¬ 
ment."  In  another  place  he  af- 
fures  us  that,  though  he  could  not 
converfe  with  the  young  women, 
“  yet  in  dancing  they  made  ufe  of 
fo  many  wanton  airs,  and  threw 
fuch  fignificant  looks  towards  me, 
that  I  was  often  put  to  the  blufh, 
and  obliged  to  retire  to  the  other 
tide  of  the  room."  As  to  the  men, 
he  declares  that  “  the  generality 
of  them  are  low-minded  and  inhof- 
pitable,  neither  do  they  fear  the 
imputation  of  a  bad  name,  and  are 
more  oppreflive  to  their  Haves  than 
any  other  people  in  the  world." 

From  general  Dundas,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Britifti  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary  authorities  at  the  Cape,  Mirza 
received  the  utmoft  kindnefs,  with 
which  he  was  highly  gratified. 

After  having  remained  two 
months  at  Cape  Town,  he  obtained 
a  paflage  to  England,  on  board  the 
Britannia  whaler,  and  he  was  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  order  and  regu¬ 
larity  of  this  veflel,  in  which  he 
felt  none  of  the  inconveniences  that 
he  had  fuffered  in  the  Dane.  No¬ 
thing  of  importance  occurred  dur¬ 
ing  the  voyage,  and,  on  the  29th 
of  November,  they  made  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  Channel,  but,  the 
wind  being  contrary,  the  captain 
fleered  his  courfe  to  the  Cove  of 
Cork.  It  is  curious  that  Mirza 
declares  the  Cove  of  Cork  to  be 
fuperior  in  pi<fturefque  effed  to  the 
Bay  of  Genoa  and  the  Straits  of 
Conftantinople. 

As  beauty  fades  early  in  the 
Eaft,  the  firft  thing  which  aftonifh- 
ed  Mirza,  on  his  landing,  was  to 
fee  a  woman  who  had  been  the 
mother  of  twenty-one  children, 
yet  had  no  appearance  of  old  age, 
and  did  not  feem  to  be  more  than 
thirty.  Another  objeft  of  his  at- 
Vol.  LIT.  or.  Vol.  X,  New  S 
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tention  was  a  kitchen,  the  firft  re¬ 
gular  one  which  he  had  feen,  and 
the  convenience  of  which,  he  could 
not  enough  admire.  A  turnfpit 
dog  fhared  in  his  admiration,  not, 
however,  without  being  pitied  for 
the  laborioufnefs  of  the  talk  which 
he  performed. 

Finding  that  Lord  Cornwallis 
was  then  at  Dublin,  Mirza  re- 
folved  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  his 
lordfhip,  and  accordingly  took  a 
place  in  the  mail  coach.  With 
Kilkenny  he  was  enraptured,  and 
eonfidered  the  environs  of  it  as  a 
terreftrial  paradife.  But  he  was 
not  blind  to  the  wretched  ftate  of 
the  Irifti  peafantry.  Sl  The  vil¬ 
lages  in  this  country,"  fays  he, 
Ci  much  refemble  thofe  of  India. 
The  roofs  of  the  houfes  are  thatch¬ 
ed  with  ftraw,  and  bound  down 
with  ofiers :  but  in  fome  inftanees 
they  are  covered  with  fods,  which 
have  the  grafs  growing  a  fpan  high 
out  of  them.  Few  villages  contain 
more  than  a  dozen  houfes.  The 
poverty  of  the  peafants,  or  com¬ 
mon  people,  in  this  country,  is 
fuch,  that  the  peafants  of  India 
are  rich  when  compared  to  them." 
— The  boys,  he  alfo  tells  us,  fre¬ 
quently  ran  for  miles  with  the 
coach,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a 
piece  of  bread. 

At  Dublin  Mirza  experienced 
the  moft  friendly  reception  from 
the  lord-lieutenant,  who  gave  him 
a  general  invitation  to  his  table, 
and  directed  bis  fecretary  to  pro¬ 
vide  him  with  whatever  he  re* 
quired,  and  to  depute  fome  perfon 
to  drew  him  all  the  curiofities  of 
the  place.  The  lrifh  were  not 
Hack  in  manifeiting  their  wonted 
hofpitality,  and  he  foon  acquired 
a  numerous  acquaintance.  So 
pleafed  was  he  with  his  new 
ries,  ft 3  friends, 
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friends,  that  captain  R.  being  re- 
folved  to  proceed  immediately  to 
London,  Mirza  chofe  to  Stay  be¬ 
hind,  and  he  declares  that  he  had 
no  caufe  to  regret  his  having  done 
fo. 


Dublin  he  thought  the  mod 
magnificent  city  he  had  ever  feen, 
and  he  is  profufe  of  his  praife.  He 
vifited  all  the  public  buildings,  and 
defcribes  them  with  fpirit  and  ac¬ 
curacy.  The  lighting  of  the  Streets 
at  night,  and  the  dexterity  with 
which  fuch  crowds  of  people  walk 
the  Streets,  without  running  againft 
each  other,  quite  furprifed  him. 
Nor  did  he  wonder  iefs  at  the  ta- 
peftry  in  the  parliament  houfe,  on 
which  are  depicted  the  reprefenta- 
tions  of  battles  and  other  hiftorical 
events.  es  At  ^ir^l,,5  fays  he,  ts  I 
thought  they  were  paintings,  but 
upon  examination  difcovered,  to 
my  great  aftonifhment,  that  the 
figures  were  all  worked  on  the 
cloth.”  He  complains  that  there 
are  only  two  hot  baths,  and  thofe 
not  convenient,  in  the  city  ;  and, 
having  bathed  at  one  of  them,  in- 
head  of  a  rubber  he  was  obliged  to 
ufe  a  brufh,  ts  made,”  fays  he, 
“  (I  hope )  of  horfe’s  hair,  fuch  as 
they  clean  (hoes  with.”  Alas  ! 
poor  Mirza,  it  is  much  to  be  fear¬ 
ed  that  a  filthy  hog  was  the  origi¬ 
nal  owner  of  the  hair  in  queftion. 

Having  occafion  to  mention  the 
fountains  and  ftatu.es  in  the  fquares, 
which,  he  tells  us,  ‘‘have  an  iron 
railing  round  them,  and  at  night 
lamps  are  affixed  thereto,  to  pre¬ 
vent  people  from  hurting  them- 
felves,  by  running  againft  them,” 
he  concludes  by  defcanting,  in  the 
following  terms,  on  what  he  con¬ 
siders  as  the  incomprehensible  fond- 
nefs  for  ftatues.  “  In  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  all  through  Europe,  but 


efpecially  in  France  and  in  Italy 
ftatues  of  ftone  or  marble  are  held 
in  high  eftimation,  approaching  to 
idolatry.  Once  in  my  prefence, 
in  London,  a  figure  which  had  loft 
its  head,  arms  and  thighs,  and  of 
which,  in  Short,  nothing  but  the 
trunk  remained,  was  fold  for 
40,000  rupees  (500©/.)  It  is 
really  aftonifhing  that  people  pof- 
feffing  fo  much  knowledge  and 
good  fenfe,  and  who  reproach  the 
nobility  of  Hindooftan  with  wear¬ 
ing  gold  and  filver  ornaments  like 
women,  Should  be  thus  tempted  by 
Satan  to  throw  away  their  money 
upon  ufelefs  blocks.  There  is  a 
great  variety  of  thefe  figures,,  and 
they  feem  to  have  appropriate  fta¬ 
tues  for  every  Situation  :  thus,  at 
the  doors  or  gates,  they  have  huge 
janitors;  in  the  interior,  they  have 
figures  of  women  dancing  with 
tambourines,  and  other  mufical  in¬ 
struments  ;  over  the  chimney 
pieces,  they  place  fome  of  the  hea¬ 
then  deities  of'  Greece  \  in  the 
burying  grounds  they  have  the 
ftatues  of  the  deceafed  ;  and  in  the 
gardens  they  put  up  devils  t  tiger  sy 
or  wolves  -in  purfuit  of  a  fox ,  in 
hopes  that  animals ,  on  behoLing  thefe 
figures ,  will  be  frightened)  and  not 
come  into  the  garden” 

With  a  Shower  of  fnow,  a  thing 
which  he  had  never  feen  before,  he 
was  delighted  beyond  meafure  ; 
and  the  effect  of  froft  appealed  to 
be  fo  miraculous,  that  he  feared 
he  Should  not  be  credited  by  his 
countrymen,  when  he  told  them 
that  ponds  and  rivers  were  frozen 
over  firmly  enough  to  bear  crowds 
of  Ikaters.  It  was  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  he  difcovered  that  the  beft  re¬ 
medy  for  being  cold  was  to  walk, 
and  he  rejoiced  to  Sind  that  his 
appetite  grew  better,  and  that  in¬ 
stead 
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Head  of  being  tired,  as  in  India, 
with  walking  a  mile  in  a  Angle 
veil  of  mufiin,  he  could  walk  feven 
or  eight  miles  without  fatigue, 
though  wearing  “  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  clothes  to  form  a  heavy 
load  for  an  afs.”  To  the  cold  he 
attributes  many  of  the  virtues  of 
the  inhabitants.  e<  In  the  firft 
place,  it  renders  the  men  vigorous 
both  in  mind  and  body,  and  the 
women  fair  and  handfome.  Se¬ 
condly,  it  obliges  them  to  take 
exercife,  which  hardens  and  invi¬ 
gorates  the  conftitution,  and  in- 
fpires  them  with  that  valour,  by 
which  they  are  enabled  to  encoun¬ 
ter  the  greateft  hardfhips,  and  ac¬ 
quire  immortal  fame.  Thirdly, 
it  renders  them  open-hearted  and 
fincere,  Heady  in  the  purfuit  of 
knowledge,  and  not  led  away  by 
the  flights  and  Tallies  of  imagina¬ 
tion/’ 

In  fpeaking  of  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics,  he  fays  that  they  denomi¬ 
nate  the  Englifti,  Diffenters  or 
Philofophers.  The  explanation 
which  he  gives  of  thefe  two  words 
will  call  up  a  fertile  on  the  face  of 
the  reader.  Their  meaning,  he 
declares,  is  <c  Deifts  or  Atheifts.” 

The  Irifh,  he  is  of  opinion, 
((  are  not  fo  intolerant  as  the  Eng- 
Ii(h,  neither  have  they  the  aufte- 
rity  and  bigotry  of  the  Scotch.  In 
bravery  and  determination,  hofpi- 
tality  and  prodigality,  freedom  of 
fpeech,  and  open-heartednefs,  they 
furpafs  the  Englifh  and  Scotch, 
but  are  deficient  in  prudence  and 
found  judgment :  they  are  never- 
thelefs  witty  and  quick  of  compre- 
henfion.” — <c  The  Irifh  women 
have  not  fuch  elegance  of  manners, 
nor  the  handfome  eyes  and  air  of 
the  Englifh  ;  neither  are  they  as 
tall  nor  fo  good  figures  as  the 
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Scotch  ;  hut  they  have  much  finer 
complexions,  are  warm  in  their 
affedtions,  lively,  and  agreeable.’* 

Among  the  things  which  pecu¬ 
liarly  pleafed  him  in  European  fo- 
ciety  was,  that  when  a  perfon  was 
fpeaking  he  was  not  interruptedly 
others,  and  the  converfation  was 
carried  on  in  a  gentle  tone  of  voice. 

_  o 

After  having  fojourned  two 
months  in  Ireland,  he  proceeded 
to  England,  by  the  way  of  Holy- 
head,  The  walls  of  Conway  Caf- 
tle  he  ftates  to  referable  very  much 
thofe  of  Allahabad.  On  the  2 iff. 
of  January,  1800,  he  reached  Lon¬ 
don,  having  been  abfent  from  Cal¬ 
cutta  five  days  fiiort  of  a  lunar 

j  r 

year. 

The  purpofe  of  Mirza  Abu, 
when  he  fir  A:  arrived  in  the  me¬ 
tropolis,  was  to  open  et  a  public 
academy,  to  be  patronized  by  go¬ 
vernment,  for  inftrudling  fuch  of 
the  Englifh  as  were  defined  to 
fill  important  Atuations  in  the  Eaft, 
in  the  Hindooftan,  Perfian,  and 
Arabic  languages.”  The  minifters, 
however,  liftened  to  his  plan  with 
fo  much  indifference,  that  he  drop¬ 
ped  it  in  difguft,  and  when,  at 
length,  they  were  willing  to  en¬ 
courage  it,  he  was  no  longer  will¬ 
ing  to  execute  it.  The  Prefident 
of  the  Board  of  Controul  at  one 
time  purpofed  to  fend  him  ambaffa- 
dor  to  the  king  of  Perfia,  and  to 
Zemaun  Shah  ;  but  this  defign  alfo 
was  fruit  rated. 

Mirza  Abu,  however,  did  not 
remain  unoccupied.  He  became 
the  favourite  and  almoft  the  fpoil- 
ed  child  of  all  the  higher  claffes 
of  fociety  ;  and,  after  having  been 
introduced  to  the  king  and  queen, 
he  was  engaged  in  a  conftant  round 
of  parties  and  excurfions.  “  After 
this  introduction/’  fays  he,  “  I 
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received  invitations  from  all  the 
princes;  and  the  nobility  vied 
with  each  other  in  their  attention 
to  me.  Hofpitality  is  one  of  the 
moll  efleemed  virtues  of  the  Eng- 
lifn  ;  and  I  experienced  it  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  I  was  feldom  dif- 
engaged.  In  thefe  parties  I  en¬ 
joyed  every  luxury  that  my  heart 
could  defire.  Their  viands  were 
delicious,  and  wines  exquifite.  The 
beauty  of  the  women,  and  their 
grace  in  dancing,  delighted  my 
imagination,  while  the  variety  and 
melody  of  their  mulic  charmed  all 
my  fenfes. 

i(  I  may  perhaps  be  accufed  of 
perfonal  vanity  by  faying,  that 
my  fociety  was  courted,  and  that 
my  wit  and  repartees,  with  fome 
impromptu  applications  of  Oriental 
poetry,  were  the  fubjeft  of  con¬ 
vention  in  the  politeft  circles.  I 
freely  confefs,  that,  during  my 
refidence  in  England,  I  was  fo  ex¬ 
hilarated  by  the  coolnefs  of  the 
climate,  and  fo  devoid  of  all  care, 
that  I  followed  the  advice  of  our 
divine  Hafiz,  and  gave  myfelf  up 
to  love  and  gaiety. 

“  I  often  vifited  all  the  public 
places  of  arnufement  in  London  ; 
and  frequently  had  fo  many  opera 
tickets  lent  me  by  ladies  of  qua¬ 
lity,  that  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
obliging  many  young  Englifhmen, 
by  transferring  the  tickets  to  them. 
My  amufements  were  not,  how¬ 
ever,  confined  to  the  metropolis  ; 
I  had  many  invitations  to  the  dif- 
tance  of  forty,  fifty,  or  eighty 
miles  from-  it  ;  on  which  occafion 
my  friends  were  fo  obliging  as  to 
take  tne  down  in  their  own  car¬ 
riages,  fo  that  I  thereby  did  net 
incur  any  expence/* 

It  mull  be  acknowledged  that 
the  pretenfions  which  Mirza  Abu 


advances  are  not  unfupported.  He 
feems  indeed  to  have  acquitted 
himfelf,  in  the  circles  of  the  great 
and  the  gay,  with  a  wit  and  gal¬ 
lantry,  and  real  politenefs,  which 
would  have  done  honour  to  the 
moft  finilhed  difciple  of  lord  Chef- 
terfield.  He  was  never  at  a  lofs 
for  a  ready  reply,  or  an  elegant 
compliment. 

To  mention  a  few  of  his  erro¬ 
neous  ideas  of  things,  may  ferve  to 
(hew  how  eafily  even  an  intelligent 
traveller  may  be  milled  into  erro¬ 
neous  ftatements.  A  card,  bearing 

the  words  “  Mrs. - at  home 

on - evening, ”  and,  of  courfe, 

inviting  him  to  a  rout,  he  miftook 
for  an  affignation.  Had  he  not 
been  undeceived,  we  fhould  per¬ 
haps  have  feen  in  his  volumes  that 
fome  Englifh  ladies  were  fo  lewd 
as  to  fend  cards,  inviting  flrangers 
to  their  beds.  He  tells,  as  ferious 
fadls,  that  the  king,  fufpe&ing 
the  intentions  of  the  Free  Mafons, 
ordered  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  be¬ 
come  a  member,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  whether  they  were  really  a 
dangerous  feff  ;  that  one  half  of 
the  Englilh  people  are  either 
failors,  or  in  fome  way  conne&ed 
with  the  navy  ;  and  that  the  Irifli 
giant  “  led  a  miferable  life,  as  he 
was  never  permitted  to  walk  out, 
for  fear  he  fhould  frighten  the 
women  and  children  ;  and  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  fhow  himfelf  to  every 
perfon  who  would  pay  a  (hilling 
for  admiffion.” 

But  there  is  one  blunder  which 
he  commits  that  is  Hill  more  laugh¬ 
able  than  thefe.  The  modefly  of 
Englifh  women,  and  their  devo¬ 
tion  to  domeflic  occupations,  he 
does  not  attribute  to  the  united 
influence  of  nature,  education,  ex¬ 
ample  and  habit,  but  to  a  politic 

contrivance 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


contrivance  of  the  Englifh  law¬ 
givers  and  philofophers,  who  have 
placed  the  women  under  many  fa- 
latary  reftraints.  Ke  difcovers 
alfo,  that  f(  the  women  dare  not 
even  give  their  tongues  too  much 
liberty  a  difcovery  which  can¬ 
not  fail  to  excite  extreme  furprife 
in  very  many  Englifh  hufbands. 
From  all  this  he  contends,  that  the 
Englifh  females  have,  in  reality, 
lefs  freedom  than  the  Afiatic ;  and 
he  has  actually  written  a  long  and 
acutely  argued  trad,  for  thepurpofe 
of  proving  the  truth  of  his  paradox. 
In  that  trad  he  gives  a  laconic,  but 
an  excellent  reafon,  why  polygamy, 
though  permitted  among  the  orien¬ 
tals,  is  not  fo  common  as  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  fuppofed  to  be — “  from 
what  I  know,’*  exclaims  he,  ic  it 
is  eafier  to  live  with  two  tig-reffes 
than  two  wives. ” 

With  the  mode  of  educating 
children  he  is  much  pleafed,  and 
he  thinks  its  fuccefs  to  fpring,  in 
a  great  meafure,  from  si  the  fingle 
marriages  of  the  Chriftians,  where 
the  progeny  being  all  of  the  fame 
flock,  no  room  is  left  for  the  con¬ 
tentions  and  litigations  which  too 
often  difturb  the  felicity  of  a  Ma. 
homedan  family. ?"  To  this  he 
adds  the  impartiality  with  which 
parents  treat  their  children,  their 
avoiding  violent  corredion,  their 
reasoning  with  them,  and  exciting 
them  to  good  behaviour  rather  by 
hope  than  by  fear.  In  confequence 
of  this  fyftem,  he  declares  that  he 
has  “  often  feen  an  Englifh  child 
of  five  years  old  poffefs  more  wif- 
dom  than  an  Aftatic  of  fifteen.’" 
Of  the  public  education  which 
boys  receive  he  highly  approves, 
as  being  “  admirably  adapted  to 
render  them  honourable,  courage- 
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ous,  and  capable  of  enduring  hard- 
fiiips.” 

Among  the  many  objeds  of  uti¬ 
lity  or  pleafure  which  Mirza  de- 
fcribes,  he  appears  to  be  moft 
charmed  with  printing,  engraving, 
the  wonderful  variety  of  mechani¬ 
cal  inventions,  the  fertility  of  the 
foil,  the  perfed  tillage  of  it  with 
what  he  confiders  as  fo  apparently 
fcanty  a  population,  the  cuftom  of 
migrating,  like  the  Arabs,"’ 
from  the  town  to  the  country  in 
the  fummer  feafon,  the  goodnefs 
of  the  roads,  and  the  rapid  and 
comfortable  mode  of  travelling, 
the  inftitution  of  focial  clubs,  where 
he  was  quite  at  home,  the  civility 
of  the  tradefmen,  the  excellence 
of  the  viands,  and  the  luxurious 
produce  of  the  hot  houfes ;  “  the 
tables  of  the  rich,9’  fays  he,  be¬ 
ing  covered  with  pineapples,  me¬ 
lons,  and  other  fruits  of  the  torrid 
zone  ;  in  which  they  excel  us,  for 
none  of  the  emperors  of  Hindoo- 
ftan,  in  all  the  plenitude  of  their 
power,  could  ever  have  forced  a 
goofeberry,  or  a  cherry,  two  of 
the  moft  common  fruits  of  Europe, 
to  grow  in  their  dominions."' 
Living,  however,  he  conliders  as 
very  expenlive  in  England,  and  a 
good  appetite  as  a  ferious  evil  to  a 
poor  man. 

He  notices  the  ftrong  attach¬ 
ment  of  the  Engliih  to  liberty,  and 
gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  “  the 
common  people  here  enjoy  more  free¬ 
dom  and  equality  than  in  any  other 
well-regulated  government  in  the 
world,”  and  he  adduces  fomc 
amufmg  proofs  of  the  bluntnefs  and 
independence  of  thofe  people.  Yet, 
he  adds,  “  after  all,  this  equality 
is  more  in  appearance  than  ^rea¬ 
lity  ;  for  the  difference  between 
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the  comforts  of  the  rich  and  the 
poor,  is,  in  England,  much  greater 
than  in  India.  The  fervants  are 
not  at  liberty  to  quit  their  mailers; 
without  giving  proper  warning ; 
and,  in  general,  they  are  as  re- 
fpeftful  in  their  behaviour  as  the 
Ha  ves  of  Hindooftan,” 

Mirza  Abu’s  fifteenth  chapter 
is  devoted  to  an  analyiis  of  the 
jBritifh  government,  and  a  deferip- 
tion  of  the  duties  and  charaders  of 
the  miniilers ;  and  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  this  talk  he  has  really  ac¬ 
quitted  himfelf  with  tolerable  fuc- 
cefs.  The  ceremony  of  opening 
the  parliament  by  the  fovereign  he 
confeflfes  to  be  (i  the  moft  grand 
and  impreffive  feene  that  he  ever 
witneffed.”  But  the  effect  produced 
on  him  by  the  iiril  view  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  was  laughable, 
and  he  has  deferibed  it  laughably. 
if  The  iiril  time  I  faw  this  afl'em- 
bly,**  fays  he,  <f  they  reminded 
me  of  two  flocks  of  Indian  paro¬ 
quets,  fitting  upon  oppofite  mango 
trees,  and  fcolding  at  each  other  ; 
the  moft  noify  of  whom  were  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,”  Fie  is  quite 
aware  that  minifters  fomehow  al¬ 
ways  contrive  to  obtain  majorities 
in  parliament ;  but  he  gravely 
tells  us,  that  we  muil  not  infer 
from  this  that  parliaments  are  ufe- 
lefs ;  as,  “  on  the  contrary,  they 
are  of  the  greateil  fervice  :  in  the 
full  place  they  regulate  the  taxes 
for  the  year ;  they  are  a  check 
upon  all  contradors  and  public 
agents  ;  and  reflrain  the  miniilers 
within  proper  bounds,  upon  every 
occafion.”  With  refped  to  the 
fecond  and  third  of  thefe  points, 
however,  many  perfons  entertain 
very  furious  doubts. 

At  our  courts  of  juitice,  Mirza 


Abu  was  a  frequent  vifitor,  and  no 
inaccurate  obferver  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings.  He  admires  the  trial 
by  jury,  but  he  juftly  remarks, 
that  the  judge  can  exercife  too 
much  influence  over  the  jurors  ; 
that  the  laws  are  too  numerous, 
perplexed  and  ambiguous ;  that 
the  counfel  are  wrongfully  allowed 
to  puzzle  and  brow  beat  the  wit- 
neffes  ;  and  that  the  ftratagems  of 
the  lawyers  are  fo  endlefs,  as  to 
prove  a  fource  of  mifery  to  thofe 
who  are  unfortunate  enough  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  law 
or  with  them.  He  propofes,  there¬ 
fore,  that  a  tax  fhall  be  levied 
on  the  nation  at  large,  or  on  liti¬ 
gated  property,  out  of  which  the 
counfellors  and  attornies  (ball  be 
paid,  as  the  judges  now  are,  by  the 
Hate,  and  that  they  fhall,  of  courfe, 
be  forbidden,  under  a  fevere  pe¬ 
nalty,  to  receive  any  fee  or  bribe. 
Mercy  on  us  !  what  havoc  fuch  a 
plan  as  this  would  make  among 
the  honed  and  diflnterefted  frater¬ 
nity  of  folicitors  and  barrifters  ! 

On  the  thorny  fubjedt  of  finance, 
his  fentiments  are  by  no  means 
contemptible.  In  his  enumeration 
of  the  taxes,  he  farcaftically  and 
fenflbly  deferibes  the  licence  to 
wear  hair  powder,  as  a  being 
<(  obliged  to  pay  for  the  liberty  of 
throwing  flour  on  their  heads.** 
He  accurately  points  out  the  effedl 
of  taxes,  in  enhancing  the  price 
of  a  commodity  far  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  tax,  and  in  dragging 
down  to  poverty  the  middle  clafs 
of  people  ;  and  he  prophecies  that 
the  national  debt  “  will  one  dav 

j 

overwhelm  Great  Britain,  and  lay 
her  glories  in  oblivion.’*  To 
avert  fo  terrible  a  calamity  he 
conies  forward  with  a  feheme.  At 

this 
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this  moment  fuch  fchemes  have  a 
more  than  common  intereft,  and 
the  fchemeof  an  oriental  projector 
could  fcarcely  fail,  at  any  time, 
to  be  considered  as  a  curiofity. 

Let  the  creditors  of  govern- 
ment/’  fays  he,  “  be  aifembled  in 
the  prefence  of  the  parliament/ ' 
(to  accompliih  this  it  would  be 
meceffary  that  the  parliament  Should 
meet  on  Salisbury  Plain)  4<  and  let 
the  minister,  clearly  and  difpaftu 
onately,  explain  to  them,  that  the 
Slate  of  affairs  is  arrived  at  fuch  a 
crifis,  that  it  is  impoftible  the  na¬ 
tion  can  continue  longer  to  pay 
the  amount  of  the  enormous  taxes 
which  opprefs  them  ;  that  a  revo¬ 
lution  is  to  be  apprehended  ;  that 
the  firfl  a6t  of  the  leaders  of  the 
revolution  certainly  will  be,  to 
cancel  the  national  debt,  and  that 
the  rich  may  conflder  themfelves 
fortunate  if  left  in  the  pofTeffion  of 
their  real  wealth  ;  that  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  being  thus  cancelled, 
they,  the  creditors,  will  lofe  the 
whole  of  their  property  invefted 
in  the  funds  ;  that  therefore  it  will 
be  much  wifer  to  enter  into  an 
immediate  compromife,  and  relin- 
quifh  a  part.  For  inltance,  thofe 
who  have  been  receiving  intereft 
from  the  nation  for  a  great  number 
of  years,  ihail  give  up  half  their 
claim  ;  thofe  who  have  received 
interell  for  a  moderate  number  of 
years,  {hall  yield  a  third  of  their 
demand,  and  thofe  whofe  bonds 
are  of  a  late  date,  fhall  relinquifti 
a  quarter  of  the  amount.  Now, 
as  the  creditors  of  government  are 
all  rich  perfons5’  (!)  “  and,  befides 
their  property  in  the  funds,  poffefs 
great  wealth,  in  gold,  filver,  mer- 
chandife,  houfes,  and  lands,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,,  if  they  were 
convinced  of  the  danger  of  a  re¬ 


volution,  by  which  they  would 
rifk  much  more  fatal  confequences, 
they  would  immediately  comply 
with  this  requifition.  By  this 
plan  the  national  debt  would,  in 
one  day,  be  decreafed  at  leaf!:  one 
half.  The  parliament  fhould  then 
curtail  every  unneceffary  expence, 
and  apply,  each  year,  the  furplus 
revenue  to  the  payment  of  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  debt.  By  fuch 
means,  in  twenty  or  thirty  years, 
the  whole  of  the  debt  would  be 
liquidated  ;  fome  of  the  moil  op- 
preilive  taxes  might  be  immedi¬ 
ately  abolifhed;  and  others  gra¬ 
dually  relinquifhed  ;  provifions 
would,  in  confequence,  become 
cheaper ;  and  the  people  be  ren¬ 
dered  happy  and  grateful  to  their 
government.” 

Mirza  Abu  clofes  his  account  of 
England  by  two  chapters,  one  of 
which  contains  a  formidable  array 
of  the  faults  and  vices  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  ;  the  other  is  appropriated  to 
an  enumeration  of  their  virtues. 
His  heads  of  charge  againfl  the 
Englilh  are  twelve  in  number — an 
inclination  to  philofophy,  which 
philofophy  he  defines  to  be  atheifm; 
and  a  confequent  propenfky  to 
picking  and  ftealing  among  the 
vulgar,,  which  propenfity  he  feems 
to  fear  may  at  laft  creep  in  among 
the  higher  clafies;  pride,  or  info- 
lence,  excited  by  the  good  fortune 
of  the  country  for  the  laft  fifty 
years  ;  a  pafiion  for  acquiring  mo¬ 
ney,  and  an  attachment  to  worldly 
affairs  ;  a  defire  of  eafe,  and  a  dif- 
like  of  exertion  ;  an  irritability 
of  temper,  which  leads  to  quarrels 
with  friends  and  acquaintance  ;  a 
wafte  of  time  in  fleeping,  eating, 
and  dreffing  ;  a  luxurious  manner 
of  living,  by  which  wants  are  in- 
creafed  a  hundred  fold  ;  vanity  and 
[3^4]  arrogance. 
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Arrogance  refpedipg  their  acquire¬ 
ments  in  fcience,  and  a  knowledge 
of  foreign  languages  ;  felhfhnefs, 
which,  however,  he  feems  to  think 
more  prevalent  among  the  Britifh 
in  India  than  in  Europe  ;  unchaftity ; 
extravagance,  in  living  beyond 
their  incomes;  and,  laiily,  their 
contempt  for  the  cuftoms  of  other 
nations,  and  the  preference  which 
they  give  to  their  own,  although 
t  heir's,  in  fad,  may  be  much  in¬ 
ferior.  Many  of  thefe  vices,  or  de- 
feds,  he  thinks  not  to  be  natural 
to  the  Englifh,  but  ingrafted  on 
them  by  profperity  and  luxury. 
Un  the  argument  by  which  he  fop- 
ports  his  charge  of  onchaftity 
there  is  fomething  which  is  irre- 
fiftibly  ludicrous.  Having  ad¬ 
verted  to  girls  running  away  with 
men,  and  “  the  great  degree  of 
licentioufnefs  pradiied  by  numbers 
of  both  fexes  in  London,  evinced 
by  the  multiplicity  of  public  haufes 
and  bagnios  in  every  part  of  the 
town,5’  he  adds,  with  the  mold 
grave  fimplicity,  “  I  was  credibly 
informed,  that  in  the  fingle  par ifli 
of  Mary-le. bonne  there  refide 
iixty  thoufand  courtezans  ;  befides 
which,  there  is  fcarcely  a  ftreet  in 
the  metropolis  where  they  are  not 
to  be  found.  The  condud  of  thefe 
women  is  rendered  if  ill  more  blame- 
able,  by  their  hiring  lodgings  in, 
or  frequenting  ftreets,  which,  from 
their  names,  ought  only  to  be  the 
abode  of  virtue  and  religion  ;  for 
infiance,  ‘Providence  Street,  “Mo- 
deft  Court,’  ‘  St.  James’s  Street/ 

‘  St.  Martin’s  Lane,9  and  ‘  St. 
Paul’s  Church  Yard.’  The  fir  ft  of 
thefe  is  one  of  the  epithets  of 
God  ;  the  fecond  implies  virtue  ; 
and  the  others  are  named  after  the 
holy  Apoftles  of  the  B  Idled  Mef- 
fiah*  Then  there  is  ‘Queen  Anne 


Street/  and  ‘Charlotte  Street  / 
the  one  named  after  the  greateft, 
the  other  after  the  beft,  of  queens. 
I,  however,  think,  that  the  per- 
fons  who  let  the  lodgings  are  more 
reprehenfible  than  the  unfortunate 
women  themfelveS  !** 

Thefe  articles,  however,  are 
not  all.  There  is  a  little  fupple- 
mentary  lift  of  minor  errors,  which 
ft  and  in  need  of  being  reformed. 
He  looks  upon  turnpikes  as  a  great 
grievance,  becaufe  they  not  only 
compel  the  traveller  to  ftop,  but 
compel  him  to  take  bad  copper 
money  in  exchange  for  his  filver, 
and  very  often  abufive  language 
into  the  bargain ;  he  objeds  to 
what  he  juftly  calls  ‘  the  vile 
pradice*  of  extorting  money  from 
the  fpedators  at  our  public  build¬ 
ings  ;  he  thinks  the  number  of 
fires  which  occur  a  feriotjs  evil, 
and  the  payment  of  the  engines  a 
bardfbip  ;  he  cannot  reconcile  him- 
{elf  to  ’  our  mode  of  Beeping  and 
our  beds,  as  a  perfon  is  fw  ail  owed, 
up  in  the  beds,  and  the  getting 
into  them  always  reminded  him  of 
“  a  bear  climbing  into  the  hole  of; 
a  large  tree  and,  laftly,  he  dis¬ 
approves  of  the  cuftom  of  allowing 
handfome  footmen  to  ladies,  and  is 
certain  that  “  fcandal  and  difho- 
nour  muft  fometimes  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  fyHem.” 

On  the  other  fide*  he  places  in 
the  favourable  balance,  a  high 
fenfe  of  honour,  efpecially  among 
the  belter  claftes  ;  a  reverence  for 
every  perfon  or  thing  poflefting 
fuperior  excellence ;  a  dread  ot 
offending  againft  the  rules  of  pro¬ 
priety,  or  the  laws  of  the  realm  ; 
a  ftrorig  defire  to  improve  the  fitu- 
aricn  of  the  common  people,  and 
an  averfton  to  do  any  thing  which 
can  injure  them  ;  an  adherence  to 
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*he  rules  of  fafhion,  which  he 
oddly  claffes  among  virtues,  on 
the  ground  that  it  encourages  ma- 
ntifa&ures,  and  enables  the  lower 
claffes  to  buy  the  old  fafhioned 
articles  at  a  cheap  rate ;  plainnefs 
of  manners,  and  lincerity  of  difpo- 
fition  ;  good  natural  fenfe,  and 
foundnefs  of  judgment;  perfever- 
ance  in  the  acquirement  of  fcience, 
and  the  attainment  of  wealth  and 
honours  ;  and,  finally,  a  hofpita- 
lity  and  attention  to  their  guefts 
which  can  no  where  be  exceed¬ 
ed. 

At  length,  after  having  refided 
two  years  and  five  months  in  this 
country,  Mirza  Abu  determined 
to  return  to  India,  overland,  by 
the  route  of  Conftantinople  and 
Afiatic  Turkey,  either  to  Arabia 
or  the  Perfian  Gulf.  He  accord, 
ingly  quitted  London  in  the  coach, 
on  the  7th  of  May,  1802,  and  in¬ 
tended  to  iC  regale  himfelf  at  Do¬ 
ver  with  a  good  Englifh  meal, 
before  he  quitted  that  beloved 
country.”  The  inhabitants  of  Do¬ 
ver  were,  however,  “  fo  conta¬ 
minated  with  French  manners, ” 
that  their  cookery  was  wholly 
French,  and  they  retained  nothing 
Englifh  about  them,  except  the 
very  difagreeable  cuftom  of  making 
extravagant  charges. 

From  Calais  he  proceeded  on  his 
journey  in  the  diligence ,  which, 
by  its  fluggifh  motion,  put  him  in 
mind  ot  a  Hindooftan  carriage 
drawn  by  oxen.  The  country  he 
thought  to  be  beautiful  and  highly 
cultivated,  the  towns  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  in  England,  the  vil¬ 
lages  exceedingly  mean,  the  fe¬ 
male  peafants  very  difgufting,  both 
in  manners  and  drefs ;  the  inns 
filthy  and  execrable,  and  the  cook¬ 
ery  equally  fo. 

Paris  he  declares  to  be  an  cx- 


tenfive  and  noble  city,  which  far 
furpaffes  London  in  exterior  ap¬ 
pearance.  For  domeftic  comfort, 
however,  he  gives  the  palm  to  the 
Britifh  metropolis,  and  alfo  for 
its  pavement,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  lighted.  French  cofFee- 
houfes  are,  he  fays,  innumerable, 
but,  in  general,  very  filthy,  fmell- 
ing  fhockingly  of  tobacco,  and 
infefted  by  beggars.  With  the 
gallery  of  pi&ures  in  the  Louvre 
he  was  enraptured,  and  he  pays  a 
juft  tribute  of  praife  to  the  libe¬ 
rality  with  which  admittance  is 
given  to  the  public  library. 

S(  The  French,  in  general,  and 
efpecially  the  Parifians,**  fays  Abu 
Mirza,  i(  are  extremely  courte¬ 
ous,  affable,  and  flattering/*  He 
confiders  them  alfo  as  politely  at¬ 
tentive,  patient  lifteners,  and  al¬ 
ways  defirous  of  making  the  beft 
of  every  thing  ;  but  he  thinks  that 
they  have  too  much  apathy,  and 
are  deficient  in  exertion.  He  is 
rather  difpofed,  in  point  of  per- 
fonal  appearance,  to  rate  the  men 
higher  than  the  Englifh  ;  but  to 
the  women  he  gives  no  quarter. 
<(  The  French  women,”  fays  he, 
are  tall  and  more  corpulent  than 
the  Englifh,  but  bear  no  compa- 
rifon  with  refpefl  to  beauty.  They 
want  the  fimplicity,  modefty,  and 
graceful  motions  of  the  Englifh 
damfels.  Their  fafnion  of  drefling 
the  hair  was  to  me  very  difguft¬ 
ing,  as  it  exactly  refembled  the 
mode  pra&ifcd  by  the  common 
dancing  girls  in  India;  that  is, 
by  dividing  the  hair  into  ringlets, 
two  of  which  hung  on  the  cheeks 
in  an  affedted  carelefs  manner. 
They  were  alfo  painted  to  an  ex- 
ceflive  degree,  were  very  forward, 
and  great  talkers.  The  waifls  of 
their  gowns  were  fo  (hort  and  full 
bodied,  that  the  women  appeared 

hump- 
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hump-backed ;  whilft  the  drapery 
in  front  was  fo  fcanty  as  barely  to 
conceal  half  their  bofoms.  Al¬ 
though  I  am  by  nature  amorous, 
and  eafily  affedled  at  the  light  of 
beauty,  and  vifited  every  public 
place  in  Paris,  I  never  met  with  a 
Frenchwoman  who  interefted  me.5; 

From  Paris  to  Lyons,  Mirza 
Abu  travelled  in  what  he  calls  a 
poft-chaife,  but  which  his  trans¬ 
lator  fuppofes  to  be  a  diligence, 
and  which  probably  was  fo,  as  its 
pace  was  that  of  an  Englilh  wag¬ 
gon.  He  had  three  infide  compa¬ 
nions,  who  were  not  well  qualified 
to  imprefs  him  with  favourable 
ideas  of  French  politenefs,  they 
being  xt  the  moft  felfilh  and  un¬ 
feeling  people  whom  he  had  ever 
met  with  in  his  travels.5’  They 
fecured  the  bell  places  in  the  car¬ 
riages,  and  the  bell  rooms  at  the 
inns,  for  themfelves,  refufed  to  ac¬ 
commodate  him  in  any  manner, 
and  laughed  at  his  diftrefs. 

From  Lyons  his  evil  genius 
prompted  him  to  proceed  down  the 
Rhone,  in  a  boat,  on  his  way  to 
Marfeilles,  in  company  with  twen¬ 
ty-five  paffengers.  The  furnmer 
fun  was  then  burning  in  all  its  fer¬ 
vour,  there  was  no  fhelter  in  the 
boat,  and,  on  the  firft  day,  the 
lucklefs  Mirza  Abu  loft  the  whole 
of  the  fkin  off  his  face ;  fo  great 
were  his  torments  that,  bad  as  the 
poft-chaife  was,  he  frequently  wiih- 
ed  himfelf  in  it  again.  The  only 
folace  which  he  received  was,  that 
he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  a 
M.  Earnou,  who  fpoke  Englilh 
fluently,  and  performed  for  him 
many  little  offices  of  friendfhip. 

At  Avignon  he  learned,  with 
great  fatisfadlion,  that  the  reft  of 
bis  journey  to  Marfeilles  muft  be 
made  by  land.  Fie,  therefore, 


took  a  place  in  the  diligence,  in 
which  were  three  mean-looking 
Frenchmen.  Shortly  after  their 
fetting  out,  they  took  up  a  young 
woman,  who  was  a  native  of 
Egypt,  and  fpoke  Arabic  fluently. 
Here  again  he  had  a  deledtable  fpe- 
cimen  of  French  amenity  and  deli¬ 
cacy.  The  young  woman  had  not 
been  many  minutes  in  the  carriage 
before  the  three  mifereants  began 
to  infult  her  by  indecent  language 
and  attempts,  in  which  they  wifhed 
Mirza  to  bear  a  part.  They  even 
feized  his  cane,  and  ftruck  her  fe- 
veral  times.  He,  however,  had 
the  manlinefs  to  efpoufe  her  caufe, 
and  though  he  could  not  put  a  flop 
to  their  brutality,  he  at  leaft  di- 
minifhed  it. 

Mirza  refided  fifteen  days  at 
Marfeilles,  and  then,  difeovering 
that  there  was  no  hope  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  direct  paffage  to  Conftanti- 
nople,  he  refolved  to  proceed  by 
fea  to  Genoa,  in  company  with 
two  gentlemen.  On  the  fifth  day 
after  his  departure  he  anchored  in 
the  bay  of  Genoa.  The  fituation 
of  the  city  he  confiders  as  beauti¬ 
ful,  and  the  city  as  fuperb  ;  and  as 
to  the  bay  he  fhould,  he  fays,  have 
thought  it  the  handfomeft  harbour 
in  Europe,  had  he  not  previoufty 
vifited  the  Cove  of  Cork. 

To  the  merit  of  Italian  mufic  he 
gives  a  ftrong  teftimony.  “  I  had 
frequently  been  informed  in  Lon¬ 
don,  that  the  Italians  excelled  all 
the  world  in  their  Ik  ill  in  mufic  ; 
and  I  here  acknowledge,  that  the 
Indian,  Perfiun,  and  Weftern  Eu¬ 
rope  mufic,  bears  the  fame  compa¬ 
nion  to  the  Italian  that  a  mill  does 
to  a  fine  toned  organ.” 

O  9 

The  ferious  manner  in  which  he 
mentions  cicifbeifm  can  hardly 
fail  to  excite  a  fmilc.  “  A  ftill 


more 
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more  extraordinary  cuftom  is/’  (he 
had  previouily  been  fpeaking  of  the 
regulations  refpe&ing  courtezans) 
i(  that  every  woman  of  faftiion  has 
two  hatbands,  between  whom  fhe 
equally  divides  her  time.  The 
fir  ft  hulband  is  obliged  to  pay  all 
her  expences,  and  provide  her  with 
a  houfe,  and  accommodations  of 
every  kind  ;  for  which  he  has  the 
privilege  of  lleeping  with  her,  and 
of  being  called  the  father  of  all 
her  children.  The  bufinefs  of  the 
fecond  hulband  is,  to  attend  her 
during  the  day,  to  efcort  her  to  all 
public  places,  and,  in  Ihort,  im¬ 
plicitly  to  obey  all  her  orders,  and 
to  comply  with  all  her  whims  and 
fancies.  If,  during  the  day,  the 
firft  luilhand  is  by  chance  engaged 
with  his  wife,  and  the  fecond  fhould 
knock  at  the  door,  the  former  im¬ 
mediately  retires.  Thefe  fecond 
hufbands  are  called  cicijbeos ;  they 
are,  in  general,  well-looking  young 
men,  that  have  no  legitimate  wife 
of  their  own ;  but  it  fometimes 
happens,  that  elderly  men,  regu¬ 
larly  married,  become  cicijbeos  to 
the  wives  of  fome  of  their  acquaint** 
ance.’> 

With  the  intention  of  vifiting 
Rome,  (  the  greatell  wonder  of  the 
world/  he  continued  his  voyage  to 
Leghorn,  but  was  deterred  from 
going  on  to  Rome,  by  the  dread 
of  an  epidemical  fever.  While 
fitting  to  breathe  the  cool  air, 
under  the  porch  of  a  church  at 
Leghorn,  a  thief  feized  his  turban, 
and,  as  Mirza  caught  hold  of  the 
other  end,  the  thief  very  adroitly 
cut  the  turban  in  two,  with  a 
knife,  which  he  had  in  his  hand, 
and  with  which,  it  is  probable,  he 
would  not  have  had  much  fcruple 
to  cut  tire  throat  of  the  owner  of 


the  turban.  i(  May  the  curfe  of 
God,”  exclaims  Mirza  Abu, 
ct  light  on  fuch  a  city  !  and  on 
fuch  a  people  !  who,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  their  boafted  wealth,  are  fuch 
avaricious  knaves,  that  they  would 
plunder  a  itranger  of  his  lait  penny.” 
In  this  curfing  mood,  he,  however, 
does  not  forget  to  make  grateful 
mention  of  the  kindnefs  of  Mr* 
Darby,  an  Englilb  merchant. 

Mirza  was  at  length  fortunate 
enough  to  obtain  a  paffage  on  board 
the  Vi&orieux  Englifh  man-of-war, 
by  the  captain  of  which  he  was 
treated  in  the  molt  friendly  man¬ 
ner.  They  touched  at  Malta,  and 
there,  during  a  fortnight,  he  re¬ 
ceived  every  kindnefs  and  atten¬ 
tion  which  Sir  Alexander  Ball  and 
his  officers  could  bellow.  A  {form 
compelled  them  to  put  into  Miletus 
to  repair,  and  he  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  witneffing,  at  that  place, 
the  wretched  date  of  the  Greeks* 
u  In  confequence  of  the  defpotic 
and  tyrannical  government  of  their 
oppreffors,”  fays  he,  “  they  are 
the  molt  abjedl  poor  wretches  I 
have  ever  feen  ;  even  the  moil  op- 
preffed  fubjedls  in  India  are  princes 
when  compared  to  thefe.  The 
Turks  adhere  Bridly  to  the  Mo¬ 
hammedan  regulations,  of  exalting 
the  fubjedfs  of  their  own  religion, 
and  of  depreffing  thofe  of  any 
other.  The  fpirits  of  thefe  Greeks 
are  entirely  broken,  and  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  given  themfelves  up 
to  defpair.  Melancholy  and  want 
are  fo  ltrongly  depidled  on  their 
countenances,  that  I  could  not  help 
feeling  for  their  deplorable  condi¬ 
tion/* 

From  Miletus  they  failed  to 
Smyrna,  and  thence  ro  Conftanri- 
nopie,  where  the  traveller  was 

kindly 
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kindly  ieceived  by  Lord  Elgin, 
who  procured  for  him  a  houfe,  and 
a  variety  of  comforts. 

Here  clofe  the  remarks  of  Abu 
Mirza  on  European  laws  and  cuf- 
toms.  His  journey  over  land  to 
India  was  not  unchequered  with 
interefting  adventures,  but  the 
country  through  which  he  travelled 
has  been  often  defcribed,  and  the 
manners  and  religion  of  it  being 
like  to  thofeof  his  native  land,  his 
obfervations  have  lefs  of  novelty 
;than  they  had  when  he  was  placed 
in  fcenes  entirely  diffimilar.  One 
paflage  we  will,  however,  extract, 
beeanfe  it  relates  to  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  fed,  the  Proteftants  of 
Mahometanifm,  who  have,  for 
many  years,  been  much  heard  of, 
under  the  name  of  Wahabites,  and 
Wechabites,  or,  as  they  are  called 
by  Abu  Mirza,  Vahabies. 

iS  1  learned  that  the  founder  of 
this  fed  was  named  Abdal  Vehab, 
{the  fervant  of  the  Bettower  of  all 
benefits.)  He  was  born  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hilla,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Kuphrares,but  brought 
up,  as  an  adopted  fon,  by  a  perfon 
of  fome  confequence,  named  Ibra¬ 
him,  in  the  difirid  of  Nejid.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  youth  he  was  considered  as 
fuperior  to  all  his  contemporaries, 
for  his  ready  wit,  penetration,  and 
retentive  memory.  He  was  alfo 
of  a  very  liberal  difpofition  ;  and 
whenever  he  received  any  money 
from  his  patron,  he  diftributed  it 
immediately  among  his  inferiors. 
After  having  acquired  the  common 
principles  of  education,  and  a  little 
knowledge  of  the  law,  he  travelled 
to  lfpahan,  late  the  capital  of 
Perfia,  where  he  ftudied,  for  fome 
time,  under  the  moft  celebrated 
matters  of  that  city.  He  thence 


travelled  to  Khoraflan,  and  thence 
to  Ghizni ;  whence  he  proceeded 
to  Irac  :  and,  after  fojourning  there 
fome  time,  he  returned  home. 
About  the  year  of  the  Hegira, 
1 1 7 1 ,  (A.  D.  1757-8,)  he  began 
to  publilh  his  new  doctrines.  At 
firft  the  fundamental  principles  of 
his  religion  were  the  fame  as  thofe 
of  the  celebrated  Iman  Abu  Hanifa, 
but  in  his  expofition  of  the  text  he 
differed  confiderably.  After  a 
fhort  time  he  drew  his  neck  from 
the  collar  of  fubferviency,  and  pro¬ 
mulgated  do&rines  entirely  new. 
He  accufed  the  whole  Mahometan 
church  of  being  affociators  (giving 
partners  to  God)  infidels,  and  ido¬ 
laters.  He  even  accufed  them  of 
being  worfe  than  idolaters :  <(  For 
thefe/*  faid  he,  “  in  the  time  of 
any  calamity,  forfake  their  idols, 
and  addrefs  their  prayers  diretttly 
to  God  ;  but  the  Muffulmans,  in 
their  greateft  dittrefs,  never  go 
beyond  Mohammed,  or  Aly,  or 
fome  of  the  faints.  The  common 
people,  who  worfhip  at  the  tombs 
of  the  prophet  and  his  defendants, 
and  who  folicit  thefe  perfons  to  be 
their  mediators  with  God,  are,  in 
fa<tt,  guilty  of  idolatry  daily  :  for 
no  nation  was  ever  fo  ftupid  as  to 
addrefs  an  image  as  their  God,  but 
merely  as  the  reprefen  tat  ion  of  one 
of  hisattributes,  or  ofoneof  their  in- 
terceffors  with  the  Deity.  Thus  the 
Jews  and  Chriftians,  who  have  pic¬ 
tures  and  images  of  Mofes,  and  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  never  affociate  them 
with  God,  but  occafionally  addrefs 
their  prayers  to  them  as  mediators.” 

“  By  thefe  arguments,  he,byTde, 
grees,  collected  a  number  of  fol¬ 
lowers,  and  proceeded  to  plunder 
and  deftroy  the  tombs  and  fhrines 
of  thf  Prophet,  and  of  all  the 

faints. 
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faints.  By  thefe  means  he  ac¬ 
quired  much  wealth  and  fame,  and, 
previous  to  his  death,  was  poffeffed 
of  great  power  and  authority. 

“  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon 
Mohammed,  who,  being  blind, 
remains  always  at  home,  and  has 
aflumed  the  title  of  Imam,  and 
fupreme  pontiff  of  their  religion. 
He  employs  as  his  deputy,  a  perfon 
named  Abd  al  Aziz,  who  was  an 
adopted  brother  of  his  father's,  and 
who  is  of  an  immenfe  ftature,  with 
a  moll:  powerful  voice.  This  man 
is  eighty  years  of  age,  but  retains 
all  the  vigour  of  youth,  and  pre¬ 
dicts  that  he  fhall  not  die  till  the 
Vahabv  religion  is  perfefrly  eftab- 
Iifhed  all  over  Arabia.  This  per¬ 
fon  waits  on  Mohammed  twice  a 
week,  and  confults  with  him  on  all 
points  of  religion,  and  receives 
his  orders  for  detaching  armies  to 
different  quarters.  Their  power 
and  influence  is  fo  much  increafed, 
that  all  Arabia  may  be  faid  to  be 
in  fubje&ion  to  them  ;  and  their 
followers  have  fuch  reverence  for 
them,  that,  when  going  into  battle, 
they  folicit  paffports  to  the  porters 
at  the  gates  of  Paradife,  which 
they  fufpend  round  their  necks, 
and  then  advance  againft  the  enemy 
with  the  greateft  confidence. 

“  Although  the  Vahabies  have 
collefled  immenfe  wealth,  thcjy  Hill 
retain  the  greateft  fimplici ty  of 
manners,  and  moderation  in  their 
defires.  They  fit  down  on  the 


ground  without  ceremony,  content 
themfelves  with  a  few  dates  for 
their  food,  and  a  coarfe  large  cloak 
ferves  them  for  cloa thing  and  bed 
for  two  or  three  years.  Their 
horfes  are  of  the  genuine  Nejid 
breed,  of  well-known  pedigrees ; 
none  of  which  they  will  permit  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  country.” 

We  mult  now  return  to  take  our 
final  leave  of  Mirza  Abu.  Hav¬ 
ing  reached  Baffora,  he  failed  from 
thence  to  Bombay,  at  which  place 
he  was  hofpitably  received  by  go¬ 
vernor  Duncan.  At  Bombay  he 
flayed  five-and-forty  days,  and 
then  proceeded,  in  a  frigate,  to 
Bengal,  in  which  province  he  land¬ 
ed  on  the  4th  of  Augufl,  1803. 
His  friend,  Colonel Symes,  was  then 
at  Calcutta,  and  offered  to  take 
him  to  Delhy,  to  which  place  the 
colonel  was  on  the  eve  of  fetting 
out,  on  an  embaffy.  The  fcheme 
was,  however,  fruftrated  by  colonel 
Symes’s  illnefs  ;  in  confequence  of 
which  difappointment,  Abu  Mirza 
journeyed  to  Benares,  where  his 
friend,  Mr.  Auguftus  Brooke  re- 
fided.  By  the  recommendation  of 
the  latter  gentleman,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  collector  of  one  of  the  dif- 
trifts  of  Bundelcund,  and  in  that 
fituation  he  died,  in  the  year  1 806. 
As  the  property  which  he  left  was 
but  trifling,  a  penfion  was  fettled 
on  his  wife  and  family,  by  the 
Eaft  India  Company, 
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